1 Timothy 6:6-10
LAW #14 A Good Leader Has a Right Attitude
Toward Money

Listen to Erma Bomback today for a little bit on
“At Wit’s End.” This little article is called
“Blessed are the List-Makers.”
You either love to grocery shop or you don’t.
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THE LAWS OF LEADERSHIP

Even in the days when I put “super-market queen” on my

resume, I did not like it. I fantasized that in my lifetime there
would be a day when you would dump a bag full of fiber into
a trough with a name like Mueslix and call the family to
dinner. That would be it for the day.

But my mom and dad used to put grocery shopping right
up there with a day at Disneyland. I have never seen two
people so turned on by four cake mixes for a dollar.
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Shoppers are divided into two groups: those who have

lists and those who don’t. The former glide through the aisles
as though they’re on a mission to Bethlehem.

They never hear the display of Cinnabons pleading, “Take

me! Take me!” The bouquets of fresh flowers never catch their
eyes. They are blind to the temptations of paperbacks,
briquettes, bubble bath and ice chests.
Those of us who have no lists enter the front door and

are immediately in a fluorescent trance. Our eyes glaze over,
we are disoriented and outside of our bodies.
Most people who shop without a list suffer from a

condition called subliminal shopping. Here’s how it works.

Fifteen years ago, my husband said to me, “Erma, we’re out of
salt. Don’t forget to get some at the store. Do you want me to
add it to your list?”
Of course, I had no list, so I said to him, “I’ll remember.”

And I did. The word “salt” went into my subconscious,
and every time I went to the store I paused before the salt
display and thought, “Did I get it the last time?” I have
enough salt in my cupboard to resurface the entire beach
surrounding the Dead Sea.

With my girlfriend, it’s fruit cocktail. It’s been at least
two years since she clipped a recipe for gelatin salad that
2
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requires fruit cocktail. Every time she goes to the store, she
remembers this and buys a can.
I admire the list-makers of the world. I admire their

strength, their dedication and their singleness of purpose.
Mostly, I admire the way they can come home from the
grocery store and have something to eat for lunch!

People like me probably will never be converted to listmaking. We just stumble along each week, gathering

groceries that cannot contribute to a meal, and living for the
day when someone says, “This needs salt.”

Somebody said in the ministry if you ever want to get a rise
out of someone, start talking about money.
And today is the day to talk about money.

Somebody said, “If your outgo exceeds your income, then your
upkeep will be your downfall.”

(From InfoSearch 3.0)

Law #14 says: A good leader has a right attitude toward
money, chapter 6:6-10.

Now because money is a chief concern of the false teachers
that we talked about in our last study and the last verse,
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contentment.
And because this was their concern, Paul now addresses
this issue.
Pick up with me at verse 6.
We just have these 5 verses today.
V.6, “But godliness with contentment is great gain.”
The little word “but” forms the contrast to our last verse
from last week.
So let me read verse 5, just to set the stage for it.
V.5, “These false teachers are a constant irritation of men
[who are] corrupted in mind and bereft (to deprive of
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Paul now turns to the genuine thing which brings

something) of the truth thinking that godliness is a way of
gain.”

Now, what Paul’s going to do is to pick up those two words:
“godliness” and “gain” in what he’s getting ready to teach
us, here in this exciting passage.

It really addresses some issues and helps us understand a
passage that’s often misquoted.
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Financial gain cannot bring contentment like godliness can,
and that’s what Paul’s getting ready to tell us here.

You will never really experience deep down contentment in
your life with anything short of godliness.

The truly godly person is not interested in putting resources
at the top of his agenda, or something is wrong.

His godliness, his contentment comes from inner resources.
“Godliness with contentment.”
Let me take that phrase and study it for just a moment.
Let’s try it some other ways and see if it will fit.
“Godliness with contentment” but let’s try it like this:
How about, ungodliness with discontentment?

Yes, you have to say that’s a possibility. Because there are a
lot of unhappy, ungodly people.
How about, godliness with discontentment?
Is that a possibility?

Well, it is to a degree if the person has not learned to deal
with the problem of greed in their lives.
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never get to the place where they can be content in Him
and Him alone.
Now, let’s try this one. Ungodliness with contentment.
You see, there is no such thing.
There is no person who is ungodly who is truly content.
He has an empty space in his life.
He has a vacuum there that only God can fill.
Now the word “contentment” is a neat word.
It’s the word that means self-sufficiency.
It means like I have arrived at a place where nothing is
needed to be added to or taken away to bring about
contentment. Let me give you a couple of verses.
2 Corinthians 9:8
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They can be walking with the Lord for a long time and

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that [you]
always having all sufficiency in everything, have an
abundance for every good deed;”
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Philippians 4:11

“Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content
in whatever circumstances I am [in].”

Now here’s Paul in the Mamartine prison that’s nothing but
a hole.
And there’s a sewer system of the city flowing beside it.
And in this damp, dark, stinking dungeon,
Paul writes these words: “I have learned to be content in
whatever circumstances I am.”

William Barclay does a great job when it comes to taking a
Greek word and giving you the meaning of it.
And on the word “contentment” he says, “a frame of mind
which was completely independent of all outward and

external things, and which carried the secret of happiness
within itself. Content never comes from the possession of
external things.”
And that’s what Paul’s getting ready to teach us.
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Jesus sets the stage for it when He says in Matthew 6:19-21,
“Don’t lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where

moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, for where
neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not

break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.”
Now how did Paul learn this contentment?
In the 12th verse of Philippians 4 he says:
“I know how to get along with humble means, and I also
know how to live in prosperity; in any and every
circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and
going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering
need.”
Back to verse 6.
“But godliness with contentment is great gain.”
What is godliness?

Godliness is the result of God’s work in your life during an
ever-deepening relationship to truth.
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The more you spend time in truth the more this relationship
with Christ and your exposure to truth changes your life.
Godliness comes by faith, plus food, equals fruit.

What Paul is saying is you’re going to want to invest in this
stock because you’re going to get a mega-gain.
It’s going up fast.
It’s going to go up rapidly.
“Godliness with contentment is (mega) gain.”
That’s why in Philippians 1:21 he can say:
“For me to live as Christ and to die, is to gain more of
Christ.”
He wanted that. “Great gain.” “Godliness with contentment
is great gain.”
Bill Hybels wrote a book called, Descending into Greatness
and he says:
God asks us to lose so we can gain. He makes a hard request,
then offers a promise. Lose your selfish ambition; I will honor
you for loving others. Lose your addiction to things; I will
provide for you if you seek Me wholeheartedly. Lose your
obsession to be in control; I will give you power as you follow
Me. Lose your appetite for thrills; I will startle you with
pleasures you could never have found on your own.
Lose your life; I will give you eternity. (p. 22)
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Verse 7, Is the reason why “godliness with contentment is
mega-gain.”
V. 7 “For we brought nothing into the world, so that (as a
result) we can take nothing out of it.”
Here’s the reason “godliness with contentment is great gain.”
We brought nothing in we can take nothing out.
Now it’s interesting in the verses sometimes and you might
miss this if you don’t notice the little words.
Paul is going to use the word “we” three times.
That means he’s identifying with the people he’s writing
about.
Then he’s going to turn to the word “they” and describe the
false teachers again in the later part of the study who have a
wrong attitude toward money.
Now watch how he does this. It’s “we” right now.
He says this: “We brought nothing into the world,
so we can take nothing out of it.”
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Life to a lot of people is nothing on both ends and a mess in
the middle.
But to Paul, he’s just saying, I’m living it this way.
I brought nothing in, I can take nothing out.
You know, there are a bunch of verses that teach that.
Remember in Job chapter 1 after he has these
tremendous losses, I mean he loses all of his possessions,
he loses all ten of his kids,
he loses all of his employees except for four,
and the guy is also stricken physically and at the end of it
he doesn’t charge God of any wrongdoing and he says in
verse 21, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I
will depart. The Lord has given and the Lord has taken
away; may the name of the Lord be praised.”
I came streaking in, I’m going streaking out.
I can’t take anything with me.
And that’s exactly what Solomon says after all that deal with
his wealth.
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And Ecclesiastes 5:15,
“Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb, and as he
comes, so he departs. He takes nothing from his labor that he
can carry in his hand.”
In essence, what Paul’s trying to remind us here is that we
bring nothing in, we can take nothing out, therefore we
need to have a right attitude toward these things.
And the right attitude toward possessions is principal #1:
godliness with contentment has a mega-gain.
J. Vernon McGee says it so well:
Do your givin’
While you’re livin’.
Then you’re knowin’
Where it’s goin’.
(p. 455)
You know, that’s an important principle, to be a steward.
Here’s a statement where I think a lot of parents really
make a mistake at this point.
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Be sure you give your kids wisdom before
you give them wealth.
That’s a powerful statement. Because you can ruin kids
with an inheritance by giving them a whole bunch that they
didn’t earn. Give them wisdom before you leave them wealth.
Let’s go to verse 8.
V.8 “And having food and clothing, with these we shall be
content.”
Now, you’re going to see what it takes to make a person
content. Look how simple it is.
Something to eat and something to cover us.
I think the word “clothing” could also mean shelter.
So you have something over your head and something on
your body and that’s your clothing.
And you have food on the table.
That’s the life of simplicity according to the apostle Paul.
G. K. Chesterton said: “There are 2 ways to get enough:
one is to continue to accumulate more and more,
the other is to desire less and less.”
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William Barclay says:
Content comes when we escape the servitude to things,
when we find our wealth in the love and the friendship and
the fellowship of men, and when we realize that our most
precious possession is our friendship with God, made
possible through Jesus Christ.
(p. 151)
Now the word “contentment” can be translated sufficiency,
having enough of everything.
It could mean enough, sufficient, adequate.
It’s almost a contentment that is passive.
It is satisfied and content with everything like it is.
You don’t have to manipulate.
You don’t have to try to get ahead and there is a peace
that comes from that.
A.W. Tozer in, The Condition of the Church says:
“We have God. We have Christ. We have truth.
We have a world needing help.
We have the saints, we have the power of prayer.
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We have the joy of obedience and we have the sweet wonder
of His presence.
We have the joy of Christian song.
We have all this and we do not need garbage.
We have God.
All we have to do is trust in His Son Jesus Christ and
obey the truth, and the Lord will manifest Himself,
show Himself through the lattice.”
(p. 58)
And that’s exactly what Paul’s trying to say.
Godliness with contentment is mega-gain.
We brought nothing in, we can take nothing out.
And having the basics, let us therefore be content.
Some writer put a relationship between greed and
compassion as when you let greed dominate, it severs
the cord of compassion to the heart.
And I believe that.
I believe a person who is never satisfied,
who never has enough,
and has to constantly keep on striving for more and more
does not have a compassionate heart.
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You don’t find those people generally very compassionate
and having deep feelings for being generous or helping
others.
And so we’re not talking about money as being evil,
we’re talking about the greed that desires to possess it
and that never comes to contentment.
I want you to make that distinction in the passage
as we get to it here.
Verse 9
V. 9 “But those who are desiring to be rich fall into
temptation and a snare and many useless and harmful
desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.”
Notice we changed from the word “we” to “those.”
Now “those” is referring to these false teachers.
And these guys who are filled with greed.
“Those who are desiring to be rich.”
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Now, what he says is they desire to be rich and because of
that they’re going to go through any means to get to this
desired goal.
v. 9 “But those who are desiring to be rich.”
Look at the next word. “Keep on falling.” It’s a present tense.
They just keep doing it. You can translate it.
“Those who are desiring to be rich keep falling” and
they keep falling into four things.
First, temptation.
Second, a snare.
Third, many useless desires.
Fourth, many harmful desires.
Now let’s take those four and break them apart for a second.
First of all, “those who are desiring to be rich keep falling
into temptation.”
When you look at money and the bottom line there are
always three A’s that come to the surface.
And this is true of any temptation Satan’s going to throw at
you.
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1.

It’s attractive. It’s impressive to have a big bottom line.

And there is a sense of security in that, right, we know that.
2.

It’s alluring. It calls us to that kind of lifestyle.

You’ve earned it. Take it easy.
3.

Altering the course. That’s exactly the way Satan works.

The picture in James 1 of temptation is a picture of a fish
swimming along and he sees a flashing lure.
And he alters his course to look at the lure.
And then he takes the bait that is purposely designed for
him only to find there’s a deadly hook in it and he is hooked
and fried.
You know, that’s the story that’s described here.
Falling into temptation by going for the things that are
attractive, the things that are alluring, the things that will
cause us to alter our course in acquisition of these things.
Secondly, it’s a snare.
Now that word in two other places in the Timothy epistles
is called a trap. In 1 Timothy 3:7: “Moreover it is a necessity
for him also to be having a good testimony from those on the
outside, in order that he might not fall into disgrace and into
the trap of the devil.”
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And then 2 Timothy 2:26: “They might come to their senses
and escape from the trap of the devil, having been held
captive by him to do his will.”
So the snare here in verse 9 doesn’t have the word “devil”
with it but the other two do and the devil’s in the business
of using traps to catch us.
And one of the traps he uses is greed, the pursuit of material
things.
And 1 Peter 5:8, He’s like a roaring lion seeking whom he
may devour and so Paul says, “those who are desiring to be
rich keep falling into temptation” and
#2: “a snare” and
#3: “many useless desires.”

What does that mean?

That means desires that aren’t going to count for anything
in heaven.
It’s desires for things here and now and you have to leave
them anyway.
They aren’t really going to be of any benefit when you leave
this earth.
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The best illustration of that is in 1 John 2:15-16:
“Love not the world neither the things that are in the world”
and then verse 16, “all the things that are in the world, the
desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes and the boastful
pride of life is not of the Father, but is of the world.”
And if a man loved the world, the love of the Father is not in
him.
It is useless desires.
It doesn’t bring happiness.
And many “harmful desires.”

Why are they so harmful?

Because a lot of guys will give up their health,
their happiness, and their home to get it.
That’s why it’s harmful.
That’s why many families are killed today.
Many marriages are destroyed because the guy becomes a
workaholic to try to keep up with somebody else and he
works his tail off and he can only see one thing, and that’s
dollar signs.
That’s Satan’s famous dance.
Take what is good and turn it into something which is
rotten by distorting it and ruining it. And such is the case.
That’s what he’s describing.
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“Those who are desiring to be rich keep falling into”
four things: “temptation,” “snare,” “many useless desires,”
and “many harmful desires.” Notice the last words now,
“which plunge men into ruin and destruction.”
You know what the word “plunge” means?
That’s in the present tense, too.
You could translate it “which are sinking into ruin and
destruction.” It’s the word for “sinking.”
It’s literally the waves are covering the ship.
You could translate the word “drown.”
Chuck Swindoll in his book Laugh Again says:
The whole subject of finances and fund raising and
remaining pure, humble, and grateful in the
handling of money is a heavy weight hanging
on the thin wires of integrity and accountability.
(p. 222)
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Now when we arrive at verse 10 we have the most
misquoted verse in the whole of the New Testament.
For the reason these four things happen, they keep falling
into them, and the reason they’re drowning in it is
Verse 10, our Key verse
V. 10 “For a root of all the evils is the love of money, which
certain ones in reaching for it have been led astray from the
faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.”
Let me start with the first word in the Greek sentence.
And the word “Root” is the word that he emphasizes in this
verse.
“Root” is the most important.
Where are you doing your rooting?
Because your rooting is going to determine your fruiting,
and that’s the bottom line.
Now, what is the Biblical concept of rooting?
Stop and think of the passages that you know where root
occurs.
Well first of all you’ve got to go to Psalm 1:
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“His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law he
meditates day and night. He is going to be like a tree planted
or rooted by the rivers of water.”
Jeremiah 17:7-8:
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose
confidence is in him. He’ll be like a tree planted by the water
that spreads out its roots by the stream.”
How about Colossians 2:7:
Paul says, “having been firmly rooted and now being built up
in Him (Christ) and established in your faith.”
William Barclay says of this verse: “Here is one of the most
often quoted and misquoted sayings in the Bible. Scripture
does not say that money is the root of all evil; it says the love
of money is the root of all evil.” (p. 151)
Now, money is not evil. It’s the greed, the love of money.
And that’s the attitude.
A right attitude is what we’re saying this law encompasses.
That means greed is wrong.
It’s priority that puts money over the master.
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That puts some other priority than our love for Christ first
and that is the root of all evil.
The “root of all the evils is the love of money.”
“Which is for love of money certain ones in reaching for it
have been”: (what?) Two things
1.

“led astray from the faith,”

2.

“pierced themselves with many sorrows.”

See that word “reaching for it.” stretching for,
reaching out one’s hand, aspiring to, or striving for.
Compare that to Paul in Philippians 3:14 when he says,
“I’m pressing on, I’m striving for the prize of the high call of
God in Christ Jesus.”
The world is stretching in greed for material things.
And a believer who’s walking with God is stretching for the
eternal goal.
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Here’s Paul saying the secret to life is forgetting those
things which are behind, I’m pressing toward those things
for which are front, I’m stretching, I’m running flat out to
the finish for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ.
I’m getting close to the end of the race. And I want to give it
my best shot.
Instead, these people, these false teachers are being lead
astray from the faith and they’ve been pierced with many
sorrows.
Are there any illustrations of that in the Scripture?
Judas Iscariot ought to just jump out of the Book at you!
And then you see the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16
where this guy is just content to live for only the here and
now and then the picture is seen over on the other side
when the poor guy is in Abraham’s bosom and the rich man
is experiencing the flames of hell.
And probably the most red light warning of all in Scripture
are the first two fatalities in the early church.
In Acts chapter 5 Ananias and Sapphira were messing
around with their bottom line.
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And they said they sold this piece of property and gave it all
to the church.
And they kept back some of it. They lied about it.
And the Spirit of God did an audit on them.
And they stood there in their lying and their dishonesty and
as a result both of them died instantaneously.
So you get an idea that yes this is the root of all the evil.
And yes God is looking down and God is concerned about
our effective and faithful stewardship in these matters.
LAW #14 A Good Leader Has a Right Attitude
Toward Money
Do you know how long it took Solomon to build the temple?
It took him just 7 years to build that temple because David
had acquired all the wealth for it.
But do you know how long it took him to build his own
place?
Thirteen years.
Do you sense a tiny, little prediction of what is about to
come as he lets material things come to the place where it
literally destroys his ability to relate to the voice of God.
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And no wonder he ends up in such a mess. You can sense his
priorities have gotten out of whack.
There are 10 lessons that come out of this study.
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:
Lesson #1: It is godliness with contentment that brings us the great
gain.
#2: We came in with nothing, and we’re going out with nothing.
#3: There is no such thing as ungodliness with contentment.
#4: The other possibility is ungodliness with discontentment.
#5: With something to eat and something to cover us, we should be
content.
#6: Those who are desiring to be rich keep falling into 4 things:
temptation, a snare or a trap, many useless desires and many
harmful desires.
#7: Life to a lot of people is nothing on both ends and a mess in the
middle.
#8: Those who are desiring to be rich find themselves sinking into
ruin and destruction.
#9: The root of all the evils is the love of money.
#10: Principle: A good leader has a right attitude toward money.
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STUDIES IN THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY
PART II - 1 TIMOTHY 4-6
"The Laws of Leadership"
Key verse 4:12: "Let no one look down on you (think little of) because
you are young; but keep on becoming an example of the believers
in word, in behavior, in love, in faith, in purity."
LAW NUMBER FOURTEEN - A Good Leader Has a Right Attitude
Toward Money
1 Timothy 6:6-10
Key verse 6:10

Notes

v. 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.
v. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, so that
(as a result) we can take nothing out of it.
v. 8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be
content.
v. 9 But those who are desiring to be rich fall into
temptation and a snare and many useless and harmful
desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.
v. 10 For a root of all the evils is the love of money,
which certain ones in reaching for it have been led
astray from the faith and pierced themselves with many
sorrows.
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QUESTIONS:
1. Read 1 Timothy 6:6-10 and summarize in your own words
what Paul is saying in this section.
2. What is it that gives us "great gain," according to verse 6?
3. How much did we bring "into this world" and how much can
"we take out," according to verse 7?
4. What two things should make us "content," according to
verse 8?
5. What four things do those "who are desiring to be rich fall
into," according to verse 9?
6. What two things do they "plunge into," according to verse 9?
7. What is the "root of all the evils," according to verse 10?
8. What two things are happening to those who are living for
material things, according to verse 10?
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
10.What lesson have you learned from this study?
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