PART I
SESSION #1: Daniel 1:1-21
TEXT:
v. 1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.
v. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along
with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the
temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.
v. 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in
some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility—
v. 4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for
every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to
serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature
of the Babylonians.
v. 5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s
table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to
enter the king’s service.
v. 6 Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah.
v. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah,
Abednego.
v. 8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine,
and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.
v. 9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel,
v. 10 but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has
assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the
other young men your age? The king would then have my head because of
you.”
v. 11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah,
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

v. 12 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables
to eat and water to drink.
v. 13 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the
royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see.”
v. 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.
v. 15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished
than any of the young men who ate the royal food.
v. 16 So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to
drink and gave them vegetables instead.
v. 17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all
kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and
dreams of all kinds.
v. 18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official
presented them to Nebuchadnezzar.
v. 19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service.
v. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king
questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and
enchanters in his whole kingdom.
v. 21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.
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INTRODUCTION:

What Kind of Flower?
“What kind of flower is that in your buttonhole?” a fellow asked his friend.
“Why, that’s a chrysanthemum,” answered the friend.
“It looks like a rose to me.”
“No, you’re wrong. It’s a chrysanthemum,” insisted the friend.
“Spell it,” the fellow said.
“K-r-i-s-, no it’s K-h-r-y-, no it must be C-r-i-s- … By golly, you’re right. It is a
rose.”
Winston K. Pendleton,
212 Funny Stories and How to Tell Them (Bethany)
(www.netbible.com/illus/c/c-134.htm)

Credit Cards: Too Easy to Get
A 3-year-old girl from Rochester, New York, received an application for a
platinum Visa card in the mail. This so amused Allesandra Scalise’s mother
that she filled it out, listing her daughter’s occupation as “toddler,” and
leaving the income line blank. She also wrote on the application, “I’d like to
have a credit card to buy some toys, but I’m only three and my mommy says
no.”
The card arrived a few weeks later.
Citation: From the newsletter of Richard Stearns,
president of World Vision; submitted by Jeffrey D. Arthurs,
South Hamilton, Massachusetts
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(Cowboy Standard Time by Baxter Black) Denver, CO: Coyote Cowboy
Company / Record Stockman Press. Copyright – Baxter Black, 1990.
If Genesis was right on track concerning Adam’s birth
And seven days was all it took to build the planet Earth,
Then where does carbon dating fit? And all the dinosaurs?
Plus all that other ancient stuff that happened on our shores?
Now, I believe in scientists. They aren’t just lunatics!
But I believe in Genesis, which leaves me in a fix.
The answer finally came to me while making up this rhyme,
God made the earth in seven days, but . . . that was Cowboy Time!
Have you ever called the shoer to set aside a day?
You scrutinize your calendar, say, “Tuesday’d be okay.”
The big day comes, you take off work, alas, he’s never seen.
You call him back and he inquires, “Which Tuesday did you mean?”
Did you ever place an order to get a saddler made?
An A-Fork tree and padded seat with silver hand-inlaid.
As decades pass, all you can do is sit around and eat
So by the time it finally comes you’ve padded your own seat!
A friend came by on July 4th. He swore he couldn’t stay
But then he said, “For just a bit.” He left on Christmas day!
‘Soon,’ to all my cowboy friends means next year . . . or tomorrow
Depending whether in the deal he plans to lend or borrow!
‘A couple days,’ ‘a little while,’ ‘not long,’ or ‘right away!’
Should not be taken lit’trally in cowboyville today.
But like I said, the precedent was set so long ago.
The angels had to learn themselves what all good cowboys know.
They worried if they didn’t’ work to keep the schedule tight
That Earth would not be finished by the deadline Sunday night.
They’d never learned to think in terms of ‘rollin’ with the flow’
But God does things on Cowboy Time . . . to watch the flowers grow.
He bade the angels to relax and said, “For heaven’s sakes,
I’ll get it done in seven days . . . however long it takes!”
p. 4
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(Write ‘em Cowboy! by Peggy Godfrey) Lake City, CO: Peter Carlyle Elliot
Publishing. Copyright – Peggy Godfrey, 1993.
Cattle Work
Sun’s high
Day’s hot
Cowboy’s are ready
Cattle are not.
Cattle are penned
Fences get fought
Cattle are ready
Trucker is not.
Winter’s a whinin’
There’s mud in the lot
Cowboy’s are ready
Horses are not.
The sale is over
Cattle are bought
Trailer is ready
Critters are not.
Dust is a blowin’
An eye-full I got
The boss, he’s ready
Us cowboys are not.
Truck finally started
Day’s nearly shot
We’ll get stuck in the hay yard
As likely as not.
First time heifer
Two months in the lot
Calf’s finally ready
Heifer is NOT.
pp. 71-73

A nose and a foot
Come out the slot
The other danged leg
Has definitely not.
Next batch of heifers
What have you got
The heifer is ready
Calf is not.
Fridge is empty
Time to shop
That’s when a heifer
Decides to drop.
Grumpy old cow
A blowin’ snot
She’s got the milk
The calf has not.
Corral gate’s open
In they trot
That other gate’s closed
OH, NO! It’s NOT!!!
As you can see
In this occupation
What we lack
Is cooperation.
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(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary
by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.
Appearance, bad:
1. looks like he was inside the outhouse when lightning struck it
2. looks like an unmade bed
3. looks like he was rode hard and put up wet
4. looks like he spent the night in the dishwasher
5. looks like he was shot out of a cannon and missed the net
6. looks like the mill ends of hell, which refers to the mill ends produced in
sawmills
7. looks like he was pulled through a knothole backwards
8. looks like a stump full of brush frazzled rats
9. looks like the offspring of a scarecrow
10. looks like he got caught in the gears of a combine and drug for three acres
11. looks like death sitting on a cracker
12. looks like something the cat drug in
13. look like you were chewed up, spit out, and stepped on
p. 12
Argument, stupid: as two baldheaded men fighting over a fine-tooth comb
p. 13
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(Cowboy Slang: Colorful Cowboy Sayings! by Edgar R. “Frosty” Potter) Phoenix,
AZ: Golden West Publishers. Copyright - Edgar R. Potter, 1994.
• His saddle is slipping.
p. 29
• Fast as a Deacon takin’ up a collection.
• Wouldn’t last as long as a grasshopper in a chicken yard.
p. 30
• He was fat in the middle an’ pore at each end.
p. 30
• I can’t afford to get mad, cause my size won’t let me whup nobody.
• Mister, I think yuh just laid an aig.
p. 32
• Friends close ‘nough to use the same toothpick.
p. 32
• When the game was over, he didn’t have a tailfeather left.
p. 33
• As worried as an Arizona bullfrog waitin’ for a rain.
p. 40

(14,000 Quips and Quotes: A Collection of Motivational Thoughts and
Humorous One-Liners Categorized for Ease of Use by E. C. McKenzie)
Peabody, MA: Hendrikson Publishers, Inc. Copyright – Baker Book
House Co., 1980.
If you can’t remember names, a pretty safe greeting to anyone over fifty is,
“I hear you’ve been sick.”
p. 355
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Questions Answered by School-Age Children
The following are different answers given by school-age children to the given
questions:
Why did God make mothers?
1.
She’s the only one who knows where the scotch tape is.
2.
Think about it, it was the best way to get more people.
3.
Mostly to clean the house.
4.
To help us out of there when we were getting born.
How did God make mothers?
1.
He used dirt, just like for the rest of us.
2.
Magic plus super powers and a lot of stirring.
3.
God made my mom just the same like he made me. He just used
bigger parts.
Why did God give you your mother and not some other mom?
1.
We’re related.
2.
God knew she likes me a lot more than other people’s moms like
me.
What ingredients are mothers made of?
1.
God makes mothers out of clouds and angel hairs and
everything nice in the world and one dab of mean.
2.
They had to get their start from men’s bones. Then they mostly
use string. I think.
What kind of little girl was your mom?
1.
My mom has always been my mom and none of that other stuff.
2.
I don’t know because I wasn’t there, but my guess would be
pretty bossy.
3.
They say she used to be nice.
How did your mom meet your dad?
1.
Mom was working in a store and dad was shoplifting.
What did mom need to know about dad before she married him?
1.
His last name.
2.
She had to know his background. Like is he a crook? Does he
get drunk on beer?
3.
Does he make at least $800 a year? Did he say NO to drugs and
YES to chores.
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Why did your mom marry your dad?
1.
My dad makes the bet spaghetti in the world. And my mom eats
a lot.
2.
She got too old to do anything else with him.
3.
My grandma says that mom didn’t have her thinking cap on.
What makes a real woman?
1.
It means you have to be really bossy without looking bossy.
Who’s the boss at your house?
1.
Mom doesn’t want to be boss, but she has to because dad’s such
a goofball.
2.
Mom. You can tell by room inspection. She sees the stuff under
the bed.
3.
I guess Mom is, but only because she has a lot more to do than
dad.
What’s the difference between moms and dads?
1.
Moms work at work and work at home, and dads just got to
work at work.
2.
Moms know how to talk to teachers without scaring them.
3.
Dads are taller and stronger, but moms have all the real power
‘cause that’s who you gotta ask if you want to sleep over at your
friend’s.
What does your mom do in her spare time?
1.
Mothers don’t do spare time.
2.
To hear her tell it, she pays bills all day long.
What’s the difference between moms and grandmas?
1.
About 30 years.
2.
You can always count on grandmothers for candy. Sometimes
moms don’t even have bread on them!
Describe the world’s greatest mom.
1.
She would make broccoli taste like ice cream!
2.
She’d always be smiling and keep her opinions to herself.
Is anything about your mom perfect?
1.
Her teeth are perfect, but she bought them from the dentist.
2.
Her casserole recipes. But we hate them.
3.
Just her children.
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What would it take to make your mom perfect?
1.
On the inside she’s already perfect. Outside, I think some kind
of plastic surgery.
2.
Diet. You know, her hair. I’d dye-it, maybe blue.
If you could change one thing about your mom, what would it be?
1.
She has this weird thing about me keeping my room clean.
I’d get rid of that.
2.
I’d make my mom smarter. Then she would know it was my
sister who did it and not me.
THE END!
(Received via e-mail from Floyd Edwards, July 8, 2003)
What an exciting time we are going to have the days that are before us as we
will be making a VERSE-BY-VERSE study of the BOOK OF DANIEL.
When you think of a man like Daniel, you PUT HIM ON A PEDESTAL, in
a sense, along with JOSEPH and JOB and their incredible integrity.
Ezekiel 14:12-14
The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, if a country sins
against me by being unfaithful and I stretch out my hand against it to
cut off its food supply and send famine upon it and kill its men and
their animals, even if these three men—Noah, Daniel and Job—were
in it, they could save only themselves by their righteousness, declares
the Sovereign Lord.
Matthew 24:15
“Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was
spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place
(let the reader understand),
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Someone has written:
“There are no heroes in the Bible except God.”
(source unknown)
This statement certainly fits with the THEME of the Book of Daniel. In
the back of all these dramatic events that are prophesied in these twelve
chapters, you find:
A SOVEREIGN GOD ORCHESTRATING HIS PURPOSE AND PLAN
WITH PRECISION AND PERFECTION.
I think it would be good for us to have a little CHRONOLOGY to help us
understand the life of Daniel.
I am going to assume that Daniel was BORN ABOUT 625 B.C.

According to The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
Daniel was born into the royal family and was of noble birth . . .
p. 1323
In 605 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, besieged the city of
Jerusalem he CAPTURED a number of hostages. Among them was Daniel.
They were taken to Babylon. Daniel was probably about 20 YEARS OF AGE
when this happened.
The next 67 or 68 years of his life are spent SERVING THE INTERESTS OF
THE BABYLONIAN KINGDOM.
He continues in public service, AFTER THE FALL OF BABYLON, which
took place in 536 OR 537 B.C.
I take it that he celebrated his 95TH BIRTHDAY WRITING THE BOOK
that we are getting ready to study.
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Daniel, in his book, mentions the FIRST YEAR OF CYRUS, the King of
Persia. In Daniel 10:1 he also mentions the third year.
Perhaps he FINISHED HIS PUBLIC SERVICE with the overthrow of
Babylon and he continued on his PROPHETIC MINISTRY through the third
year of Cyrus. That would take us to 533 B.C., or somewhere along in there.
Then I take it that from 532 TO 530 B.C. HE WROTE HIS MEMOIRS,
during these retiring years.
The BOOK THEN WAS PUBLISHED IN 530 B.C. in celebration of his
95th birthday.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Certainly he was God’s messenger with God’s message to reveal truths God
had disclosed to him.
p. 1323

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further:
Little is known of Daniel’s family background. From the testimony of his
contemporaries he was known for his righteousness . . . and his wisdom . . .
p. 1323

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says still further:
He lived at least until the third year of Cyrus, that is, till 536 B.C. . . .
Therefore he must have been a young man when he was taken captive by
Nebuchadnezzar in 605 B.C.
p. 1323
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Gaebelein says:
We know more of the personal history of Daniel, of his character, than of any
of the other Prophets. What a man of faith he was! In the great Faith
chapter of the New Testament, in the cloud of witnesses, his name is not
mentioned, but his deeds are there. “Who through faith subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions
(Hebrews [11] 33). Who is able to describe this truly great man?
p. 9

Wiersbe says:
The emphasis in Daniel is on the sovereign will of God in the affairs
of nations (4:25). In a series of dreams and visions, God showed Daniel the
course of gentile history until the establishing of the promised kingdom on
earth.
p. 559

Gaebelein says further:
This young man, the captive in Babylon, became, through the
marvellous providence of God, one of the leading figures and prominent
actors in the great Babylonian empire, under the reign of Nebuchadnezzar.
He was made in spite of his youth, a great man—the prime minister of
Babylon.
p. 3

Jeremiah says:
Daniel’s book has a theme of such simplicity that the most brilliant
minds in the world have been unable to grasp it. It is just this: God is in
charge. No one understood that better than Daniel. Centuries ago he
deciphered some strange signs written by an unseen hand. Today, more than
any time in history, we should be able to look at our perplexing planet and
say that we, too, are able to see the handwriting on the wall.
p. 11
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Jeremiah says further:
The Book of Daniel has a high and lofty view of the sovereignty of God.
The theme is: There is a God in heaven. The book repeats that He is the
great God, He is the God of gods, the King of heaven. When we understand
that prevailing theme, we are able to understand how God may use some
people for His purposes, even when they are not His own children.
p. 20

Walvoord says:
THE FIRST CHAPTER OF DANIEL is a beautifully written, moving story
of the early days of Daniel and his companions in Babylon. In brief and
condensed form, it records the historical setting for the entire book.
Moreover, it sets the tone as essentially the history of Daniel and his
experiences in contrast to the prophetic approach of the other major prophets,
who were divine spokesmen to Israel. In spite of being properly classified as
a prophet, Daniel was in the main a governmental servant and a faithful
historian of God’s dealings with him.
p. 29

Sir Robert Anderson says:
“DANIEL the prophet.” None can have a higher title to the name, for
it was thus Messiah spoke of him. And yet the great Prince of the Captivity
would himself doubtless have disclaimed it. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and
the rest, “spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost;” but Daniel uttered
no such “God-breathed” words. Like the “beloved disciple” in Messianic
times, he beheld visions, and recorded what he saw. The great prediction of
the seventy weeks was a message delivered to him by an angel, who spoke to
him as man speaks with man.
p. 19
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Boice says:
By way of historical background it is helpful to know that
Nebuchadnezzar attacked the southern Jewish kingdom of Judah three
times, beginning in 605 B.C., a little more than a hundred years after the
northern kingdom of Israel had fallen to the Assyrians.
The second invasion occurred in 597 B.C., when Jehoiakim, son of the
king of Judah mentioned in Daniel 1:1-2 was compelled to surrender
Jerusalem and go into captivity with many of the Jewish leaders, including
the royal family, the commanders of the army, craftsmen, and even some of
the priests like Ezekiel. The third invasion was the one we remember most.
It took place in 586 B.C. when Jerusalem was completely destroyed and the
people of the land were deported to Babylon. Jeremiah was in Jerusalem at
the time of this final destruction of the city.
p. 14
Gangel says:
The Book of Daniel centers in the sovereignty of God. Daniel writes at
a time when Israel had every reason to think that all the old promises had
been broken and all the old covenants shattered. Paganism had triumphed
twice (Assyria and Babylonia), and the cause of the Jews was clearly lost.
Arising from those ashes comes the clarion call that the affairs and
outcomes on earth, the deliberations of kings and the victories or defeats of
their armies, rest in the hands of God. If Daniel could have gotten his hands
on the music, he might have spent a great deal of time singing “He’s Got the
Whole World in His Hands.”
p. 5

He says further:
We have already noted the linguistic distinction in the book, but we
can also observe a dividing line right down the middle in terms of content. In
chapters 1-6 Daniel interprets the visions of others, while in chapters 7-12 he
receives his own. The first six chapters are primarily historical, the last six
primarily prophetic. Apart from that, no good can come from forcing some
kind of external structure on this vibrant and dynamic book.
p. 6
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Walvoord has this to say about Daniel and this book, in his book Every
Prophecy of the Bible:
Among prophetic biblical books, Daniel has a special place that sets it apart as a
unique and distinctive contribution. Written by Daniel, a Jewish captive
carried off from Jerusalem to Babylon in 605 B.C., the book records not only
illuminating experiences of Daniel himself but also the remarkable prophecies
which God gave to him which provide a chronology both for the times of the
Gentiles and for the future of Israel up to the second coming of Christ. Daniel
himself lived longer than the seventy years of the Captivity and was still a
prominent character in 536 B.C., in the third year of Cyrus the Persian.
Though the death of Daniel was not recorded, he probably lived to about 530
B.C., which gave him ample time to complete the writing of the Book of Daniel.
p. 212

He says further:
Because so many of Daniel’s prophecies have already been literally
fulfilled, it gives substantial basis for faith that the prophecies not yet
fulfilled will have the same literal fulfillment in God’s time. Accordingly, the
Book of Daniel is not only important as a key to understanding the past in
God’s sovereign control of both Gentile and Jewish history but also gives
insight concerning the future, and in particular helps to understanding the
symbolism in the Book of Revelation.
p. 214

J. Sidlow Baxter says:
Going back again to the first chapter of the book, we gather that
Daniel, besides being youthful at that time, was of goodly physique and
handsome appearance (verse 4). It seems probable, too, that he was of royal
descent (verse 3). But the thing which strikes us most of all, right from his
youth to his old age, is his moral courage, or shall we call it his unwavering
godliness? How can we but admire Daniel the youthful, refusing to defile
himself with “the king’s meat” and the “wine”? And how can we but admire
Daniel the aged, going into the lions’ den rather than forgo his life-long
practice of daily prayer?—for he was then three score years and ten! Oh, this
beloved Daniel is a grand character! He is one of the few men about whom
God says only good. Thrice he is called “greatly beloved” . . .
p. 73
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Baxter says further:
He is an outstanding figure even as regards intellectual capacity and
executive ability. We think of him as holding high administrative office with
both the Babylonians and the Persians . . . Yet through all, his faith remains
simple, his heart humble, his character unblemished, and his godliness
supreme.
p. 74

He then says finally:
The key thought and central purpose of the book are expressed in chapter
[4]—three times over for emphasis (verses 17, 25, 32)—“THAT THE LIVING
MAY KNOW THAT THE MOST HIGH RULETH IN THE KINGDOM OF
MEN, AND GIVETH IT TO WHOMSOEVER HE WILL.”
p. 75

Patrick & Lowth say:
The prophecy of Daniel is an undeniable proof of an overruling
providence that “changes times and seasons,” that removeth one government,
and setteth up another. For what foresight was able so exactly to describe
the orderly succession of the four great monarchies, but that of the Eternal
Mind, whose “wisdom reacheth from one end to another mightily, and sweetly
orders all things? Who declares the end from the beginning, and from
ancient times things which are not yet come to pass: saying, My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all my pleasure.”
p. 640

Goldingay titles this first chapter:

p. 3

Four Young Exiles Gain Wisdom and
Prestige without Losing Holiness
(1:1-21)
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Longman says:
Daniel 1 provides an introduction for the whole book, plunging us
quickly into the action and introducing the main characters of the book. It
also illustrates the overarching theme of the book: In spite of present
appearances, God is in control.
p. 42

He says further:
A major concern of the book is to reinforce the belief that the sovereignty of
God far surpasses the power of even the most mighty of human rulers.
p. 46

Showers in his little book on Daniel, says:
Because man rejects the rule of God, his pride drives him to do things
opposite to what God has ordained. God ordained capital punishment for
murderers, but man tries to abolish it. God regards human life as being
valuable because He created it in His image, but man destroys it by the
millions through abortion. God instituted marriage and ordained that it be
permanent, but man divorces and suggests that marriage be abolished. God
demands justice in society with the protection of the innocent and the
punishment of the criminal, but man pampers the criminal at the expense of
the innocent. God ordained the family as the nurturing place of future
generations, but man proposes that government replace the family. God
declares that the fear of the Lord is the starting point of wisdom, but man
forbids any references to God in the classroom. God instituted moral
absolutes to govern man, but man says that Utopia can come only through
the rejection of those absolutes. God ordained distinctive appearances and
roles for the sexes, but man tries to obliterate those distinctions. God
instituted sex to be used within the bonds of male-female marriage, but man
perverts sex through pornography, fornication, adultery and homosexuality.
God made man to have true meaning and purpose of life only in Him, but
man tries to find true meaning in drugs, alcohol, the occult, materialism,
philosophy, astrology, cults, transcendental meditation, fame and power.
p. (intro.)
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Feinberg says:
The book of Daniel is unquestionably the key to all biblical prophecy.
It is the great apocalyptic book of the Old Testament, whereas Revelation
is that of the New Testament. Passages such as Matthew 24-25, Mark 13,
Luke 21, and the book of Revelation are unintelligible without a knowledge of
the book of Daniel.
Daniel is the fourth of the major prophets of the Old Testament:
Isaiah speaks of the salvation of the Lord;
Jeremiah speaks of the judgment of the Lord;
Ezekiel speaks of the glory of the Lord; and
Daniel speaks of the kingdom of the Lord,
and that in relation to the “times of the Gentiles” . . . Contrary to the
mistaken belief of many, Daniel can be—and is meant to be—understood . . .
In the words of Sir Isaac Newton, “To reject Daniel is to reject the Christian
religion.”
p. 13

He says further:
This great Babylonian monarch inaugurated what our Lord called the “times
of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24). This phrase is the political designation for the
rule of the Gentiles over God’s chosen people, Israel. This lengthy period has
not yet ended.
p. 15

Phillips & Vines have this to say:
For that reason the life of Daniel is one of the most unusual biographies
in the Bible. Three times in this book he is called “greatly beloved” by God.
Here was a man who spent almost his entire career, from the time he was a
teenager until he was a very old man, in positions of influence and authority in
highly visible public life. Yet there is not one record of anything against him.
We can put Daniel alongside Joseph in the Old Testament as an
example to young and old of the ability of a person who knows the Lord, and
who is living for the Lord, to serve in the public sector and maintain a
testimony for the Lord Jesus Christ. It is God in the life of an individual who
enables him or her to live a life well pleasing to God and beyond reproach.
Daniel gives us a beautiful life on the pages of this book.
p. 17
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Phillips & Vines say further:
In the Olivet discourse, Jesus gave his own predictions concerning the
end times. The only Old Testament book from which Jesus quoted in that
Olivet discourse was the book of Daniel. He said, “When ye therefore shall see
the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet . . .” (Matthew
24:15). The critic says that Daniel is a forgery, a phony. Jesus says that Daniel
is prophecy, and we take our stand with the Lord Jesus. It always amazes me
how the critics seem to think they can tell the almighty what He can and cannot
do. Jesus says there was a Daniel and Daniel was a prophet. That settles it.
p. 19

Dr. Joseph Stowell writes the forward for Charlie Dyer’s book Prophecy in the
Light of Today and he says:
On Friday, January 12, 1968, AT&T held a press conference in
Washington, D.C., to announce their designation of 911 as a universal
emergency number. Though it took years for the emergency numbers to be
implemented nationally, 911 became synonymous with disasters, emergencies,
and urgent cries for help.
After the fall 2001 airplane hijackings and terrorist attacks against the
World Trade Center and Pentagon, 911 took on still another meaning because
that is the date (9/11) when those horrific events happened. The date will
forever be lodged in the collective consciousness of those Americans who
survived the vicious attacks . . . and those who watched it unfold on television.
The new 911 reminded Americans that we are vulnerable to attack . . .
that the world remains a dangerous place . . . that our lives can suddenly and
irreversibly be altered by events beyond our control. But the events also
reminded us that we must depend on God and His Word for guidance and
direction in uncertain times. The president of the United States offered comfort
and hope to a grieving nation by quoting Scripture. Billy Graham used God’s
Word to remind us that God is still on His throne. Even when we can’t
understand what is happening—or why—He remains in control. Those who
have a personal faith in Jesus Christ also came to understand in a new way how
“in all things God works for the good” (Romans 8:28), even when the “all things”
include events caused by evil men who desire to inflict hurt and harm.
But most of all, the events of 911 reminded Christians that this life is
temporary and fleeting . . . and that our hope reaches beyond this life to
eternity. We also caught glimpses of how God might bring about His promised
program for the future . . . using Islam’s hatred for Israel and the West, and our
desire for a strong military leader who will arise to offer peace and safety.
pp. 9-10
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Dyer says:
The Bible clearly teaches that God is in control of world events. He was in
control on September 11, He is in control now, and He will be in control
tomorrow. The events of the world are moving toward the ultimate return of
Jesus Christ to this earth to set up His kingdom.
p. 17

Dyer says further:
America is a mobile society. One morning you can awaken in Dallas;
and four hours later you can be standing in New York City. Later that same
day you can fly to Los Angeles and arrive in time for dinner. The United
States is a nation of individuals who treasure personal freedom . . . and who
believe in an inalienable right to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”
It is hard for Americans to imagine that there are up to one billion people in
the world who do not share the same mind-set. Americans are a free people
who want to think freely. But true Muslims are expected to submit to the
teachings of the Qur’an.
p. 61

He says finally:
Allah has decreed that Islam will replace Judaism and Christianity, and it
will conquer the world. And Muslims’ holy quest is to bring it to pass.
p. 65
Let us take some time now to DIG INTO THIS FIRST CHAPTER and see
what the Lord has for us in these exciting verses!

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

21

v. 1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.

Peterson paraphrases verse 1:
It was the third year of King Jehoiakim’s reign in Judah when King
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon declared war on Jerusalem and besieged
the city.
p. 1581

The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
[Places this invasion by Nebuchadnezzar in September of 605 B.C.]
p. 1326
Nebuchadnezzar reigned 43 years until 562 B.C.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further:
Nebuchadnezzar returned to Judah a second time in 597 B.C. . . .
[At that time he took] 10,000 captives . . . among whom was the Prophet
Ezekiel . . .
Nebuchadnezzar returned to Judah a third time in 588 B.C. [There
was a long siege and Jerusalem fell in 586 B.C.]
p. 1326
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Charles Dyer in his book The Rise and Fall of Babylon, quotes Saddam
Hussein:
What is most important to me about Nebuchadnezzar is the link between the
Arabs’ abilities and the liberation of Palestine. Nebuchadnezzar was, after
all, an Arab from Iraq, albeit ancient Iraq. Nebuchadnezzar was the one who
brought the bound Jewish slaves from Palestine. That is why, whenever I
remember Nebuchadnezzar, I like to remind the Arabs—Iraqis in particular
—of their historical responsibilities. It is a burden that should not stop them
from action, but rather spur them into action because of their history.
SADDAM HUSSEIN, 1979
p. 147

Charles Dyer, in this same book says:
Saddam Hussein has three ambitious goals: territory, economic power, and
the elimination of the nation of Israel. Somehow it is not surprising that his
goals reflect the goals of Nebuchadnezzar, who also wanted an empire, power,
glory, and the destruction of Jerusalem.
Like Nebuchadnezzar, Saddam Hussein is full of pride.
p. 148

Dyer says further:
By rebuilding Nebuchadnezzar’s city, Hussein has a natural opportunity to
portray himself as Nebuchadnezzar’s successor. Understandably, the rulers
of Syria, Jordan, Israel, and Saudi Arabia are nervous when Hussein extols
Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom and leadership, for the ancient king ruled the
lands of the entire Arab world.
When I attended the Babylon Festival as an invited participant, I
could not help noticing the emphasis placed on Saddam Hussein and the
comparisons between Hussein and Nebuchadnezzar. The festival’s official
seal featured the two men’s portraits side by side, stressing their physical
similarities. The festival’s official theme was revealing: “From
Nabukhadnezzar to Saddam Hussein, Babylon undergoes a renaissance.”
p. 41
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Dyer says:
IF THE JERUSALEM POST HAD BEEN IN OPERATION in the autumn of
605 B.C., the headlines might have screamed, “BABYLON RAPES JUDAH!”
Nebuchadnezzar swept through the land of Judah, furiously pursuing
the fleeing Egyptian army, plundering and pillaging cities and towns as he
went. From the simplest villages to the glorious temple, every building was
open to Nebuchadnezzar’s rage. Palaces and temples surrendered their
priceless treasures to Nebuchadnezzar’s hordes of invaders, and children of
prominent Jews were gathered together and herded to Babylon—captive
“guests” of the government.
p. 97

He says further:
The biblical book of Daniel is often viewed as a twisted maze of bizarre
dreams and visions. But Daniel did not write his book to confuse anyone. He
wrote it to present two important truths.
First, Daniel offers hope for the future. Israel was living in the times
of the Gentiles, the period between the fall of Judah and the coming of the
Messiah, and the people needed to know that God had not abandoned them.
God’s Messianic kingdom would still come, Daniel assured them, but its
inauguration would be delayed for a little while.
Second, the book of Daniel stresses piety and proper living in the
present. By his own example and that of his associates, Daniel instructed the
Jews on how to live while waiting for God’s kingdom to come.
The first chapter of Daniel introduces four young men of faith who
resolve to live godly lives in the pagan culture of Babylon. Chapters 2
through 7 were written not in Hebrew, but in Aramaic, the language of the
people from the time of the captivity. The second and seventh chapters give
an overview of Gentile history; the third and sixth chapters tell of persecution
and supernatural protection; and the fourth and fifth chapters detail God’s
revelation to a Gentile king.
pp. 98-99
You get a real good picture of NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S VIOLENT AND
VICIOUS SIDE in the way that he treats KING ZEDACHIAH at the fall of
Jerusalem. He slays his sons before him and then pokes out his eyes and
puts him in chains.
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We can say that SADDAM HUSSEIN certainly did the best he could to follow
in NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S FOOTSTEPS.
There are TWO THINGS that are said about Nebuchadnezzar in verse 1:
1.

“[HE] CAME TO JERUSALEM” and

2.

“[HE] BESIEGED IT.”

Phillips & Vines say:
Jehoiakim had no regard for God’s word. When they brought him a
scroll containing the written word of God, he took his penknife and cut up the
pages of that scroll and threw them in the fire. Later on, instead of having a
royal burial, Jehoiakim was buried outside the city, thrown on the city dump.
He received “the burial of a donkey,” the Bible says.
p. 20

Gaebelein says:
Divine judgment, which had threatened so long, had finally fallen upon
Jerusalem. It was executed by the divinely chosen instrument,
Nebuchadnezzar. Three times he came against Jerusalem. In 606 B.C. he
appeared the first time. This is the visitation mentioned here. In 598 he
came again and carried away more captives, including Ezekiel. In 587 he
burned the city and the temple.
p. 10

Gangel gives the following personal profile of Jehoiakim:
PERSONAL PROFILE: JEHOIAKIM
•
Son of Josiah who reigned in Jerusalem from 607 to 597 B.C.
•
An oppressive and wicked king whose name was changed from
Eliakim by the king of Egypt
•
Died in disgrace while a captive (Jer. 22:19)
•
Followed by Jehoiachin his son (2 Kgs. 24:8)
p. 10
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Gangel then gives the following personal profile of Nebuchadnezzar:
PERSONAL PROFILE: NEBUCHADNEZZAR
•
Ruled the Neo-Babylonian Empire from 605 to 562 B.C.
•
Mentioned in Kings, Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, and Daniel
•
His name means “Nabu, protect the boundary” and is sometimes
seen with the spelling Nebuchadrezzar
•
One of the greatest monarchs of the ancient world whose empire
extended over Egypt, Syria, and Palestine
Gangel then gives this geographic profile on Babylon:
GEOGRAPHIC PROFILE: BABYLON
•
The name, likely derived from the Akkadian, means “gate of
God”
•
Most important city of the Babylonian Empire
•
Situated in central Mesopotamia on the Euphrates River about
fifty miles south of the contemporary cit of Baghdad in Iraq
•
May have been twenty-four hundred years old before Daniel
arrived
pp. 10-11

He then says finally:

Wherever life takes us, whatever it brings us, however difficult our
problems, we must remain faithful to God.
p. 12

Jeremiah says this of Nebuchadnezzar:
This man possessed the cumulative cruelty of Napoleon, Mussolini, Hitler,
Stalin, and Hussein. He was a dictator of the first order.
p. 22
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v. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along
with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off
to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of
his god.

Peterson paraphrases verse 2:
The Master handed King Jehoiakim of Judah over to him, along with
some of the furnishings from the Temple of God. Nebuchadnezzar took
king and furnishings to the country of Babylon, the ancient Shinar. He
put the furnishings in the sacred treasury.
p. 1581
If it were not “THE LORD” that is mentioned at the very beginning of this
verse, you would come up with a FALSE CONCLUSION that it is glory to
man in the highest, for man is the master of things.
But you will note carefully that verse 2 begins with “AND THE LORD.”
It was the Lord who delivered TWO THINGS to Nebuchadnezzar:
1.

“JEHOIAKIM KING OF JUDAH” and

2.

“SOME OF THE ARTICLES FROM THE TEMPLE OF GOD.”

Habakkuk 1:5-6
Look at the nations and watch—and be utterly amazed. For I am
going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if
you were told. I am raising up the Babylonians, that ruthless and
impetuous people, who sweep across the whole earth to seize dwelling
places not their own.
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The Lord is the One who “DELIVERED” and Nebuchadnezzar is the one who
“CARRIED OFF” the things.

Wiersbe says:
With Babylon’s taking of Jerusalem, the “times of the Gentiles” began
(Luke 21:24) and will continue until Christ returns to set up His glorious
kingdom. God is in control of history and will work out His perfect plan. God
also wants to have control in your life, as He did in Daniel’s life; and He
will—if, like Daniel, you determine in your heart to serve Him faithfully.
Daniel was a man of personal integrity who had nothing to fear because he
feared the Lord and served Him.
p. 559

Haskell says:
Just about one hundred years before the days of Daniel, Hezekiah was
king of Judah. After a reign of thirteen years, he was on his deathbed, but he
pleaded with God to lengthen his life. This was done, and fifteen years were
added. On the king’s recovery he was visited by ambassadors from Babylon,
to whom he showed all his treasures. They came to hear of the mighty God,
that could heal the sick; but he showed them only earthly treasure. He lost
the opportunity to give them of the treasure of heaven. Then came a message
from God by the hand of the prophet Isaiah, saying, “Behold, the days shall
come, that all that is in thine house . . . shall be carried into Babylon; nothing
shall be left.” He was also at the same time told that his descendants should
be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.
Here was portrayed the future captivity of the Hebrew race.
p. 15

Longman says:
The reality of the situation will take much longer to develop in Babylon, but
the next time we see these “articles” in the hands of drunken Babylonians
will be on the eve of their destruction . . .
p. 47
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Pentecost says:

The duration of the “times of the Gentiles.” The “times of the Gentiles”
has been defined by the Lord as that period of time in which Jerusalem was
under the dominion of Gentile authority (Luke 21:24). This period began
with the Babylonian captivity when Jerusalem fell into the hands of Gentiles.
It has continued unto the present time and will continue through the
tribulation period, in which era the Gentile powers will be judged. The
dominion of the Gentiles ends at the second advent of Messiah to the earth.
p. 315

Chafer says:
Daniel sees the entire period of the “times of the Gentiles” extending
from the captivity, through 483 years to the cross, and on beyond to the
dateless coming of the “Ancient of Days” and the setting up of a kingdom by
the God of Heaven which shall never be destroyed. “It shall break in pieces
and consume all other kingdoms and it shall stand for ever” . . .
p. 109

Fyall says:
So in a few brief phrases, the main issues and concerns of the book are
outlined. This is to be about power and who is in control. It is to be about
appearances and reality, about the way God works out his purposes.
p. 21
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Feinberg says:
With such variance of opinion it would be presumptuous to be
dogmatic. Our conviction is, however, that “the fulness of the Gentiles” refers
to all the elect of this Church age, from the Gentiles “a people for his name”
and from the Jews “a remnant according to the election of grace.” In a word,
it is the Church. We hold further, as does Dr. Scofield, that “the fulness of
the Gentiles” and “the times of the Gentiles” are not synonymous. Our
reason for believing so is found in the fact that the former is an ecclesiastical
designation and the latter is a political designation, speaking of the world
monarchies from the time of Nebuchadnezzar till the rule of Anti-christ.
These two phrase do not have the same terminus in point of time. The first
ends at the rapture; the second is suddenly brought to a close by the
revelation of Christ in great power and glory.
This concludes our contemplation of Israel’s present. I well remember
the sad but true words of my former Hebrew professor in a grammar class
when he said: “Our nation Israel is like the Hebrew language. It has a past
tense and a future tense but no present.”
pp. 159-60

Campbell says:
This was the first of three deportations of the Jews and took place in
605 B.C. The second came in 597 B.C. and the third with the destruction of
Jerusalem in 586 B.C.
With this reference to the siege of Jerusalem in 605 B.C. (1:2), we are
introduced to the great theme of the Book of Daniel, that is, the sovereignty of
God in the affairs of nations. We are taught here that God is the Master of the
situation and that it was not really the superior might of Nebuchadnezzar that
determined the outcome but the good pleasure of God. Of course He uses
human instruments to accomplish His will—Nebuchadnezzar in this case—but
God is always in control and the outcome is assured. No ruler is supreme, only
God. No government can go beyond the limits God has established.
p. 8

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

30

Miller says:
“Delivered” is literally the Hebrew word nātan, “gave.” It was not
Nebuchadnezzar’s military might or brilliance that brought about the
downfall of Jerusalem, but it was the sovereign will of God. “Kings like to
think themselves sufficient as ruler, but they are as much under the supreme
control of God as any person.” God in his sovereignty has permitted
Nebuchadnezzar to come against Judah in order to judge Jehoiakim and the
sinful nation . . .
p. 58

J. Vernon McGee says:
Nebuchadnezzar took these vessels and carried them into the land of Shinar
to the house of his god. We want to keep this in mind, because later on King
Belshazzar (probably a grandson of Nebuchadnezzar) will bring them out for
his banquet.
p. 528

Boice says:
As the story will show, Nebuchadnezzar was an exceedingly arrogant
man, and the conquests he made were understood by him to be proof of his
superiority (or the superiority of his gods, which he did not always clearly
distinguish from himself) to all others. Jews boasted that their God,
Jehovah, was all-powerful. Nebuchadnezzar believed that he was greater
than that God. So when he forced the capitulation of Jerusalem, his cause
and his gods seemed vindicated. It was in demonstration of that conviction
that he brought the gold and silver articles that had been dedicated to the
service of Jehovah in Jerusalem to Babylon to be placed in the treasure house
of his gods. The heathen gods had triumphed! Nebuchadnezzar was
sovereign!
In this case, as in so many other historical situations, appearances
were deceiving. Actually, Jehovah was as much in charge of the overthrow of
Jerusalem as he had been many times earlier in its defense. In fact, it was
Jehovah who had brought on the destruction, sending it as a punishment for
the people’s sins. Now, in spite of the fact that he had “delivered Jehoiakim
into [Nebuchadnezzar’s] hand,” God was going to show that he was sovereign.
p. 15
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Boice says further:
The theme running through the whole book is that the fortunes of
kings and the affairs of men are subject to God’s decrees, and that he is
able to accomplish his will despite the most determined opposition of
the mightiest potentates on earth.
The miracles recorded in chapters 1-6 demonstrate God’s
sovereignty on behalf of his saints. The surpassing health of Daniel
and his three companions after ten days of a simple vegetable diet
(ch. 1); the miraculous disclosure to Daniel of the content of
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (ch. 2); the amazing deliverance of Daniel’s
three friends from the fiery furnace (ch. 3); the previous warning to
Nebuchadnezzar of seven years of dehumanizing insanity because of
his overweening pride (ch. 4); the terrifying prediction inscribed on the
banquet wall of Belshazzar, followed by a speedy fulfillment of the
same (ch. 5); and Daniel’s deliverance from the lion’s den all clearly
show that the Lord God of Israel was in charge of the tide of human
affairs and was perfectly able to deliver his people from pagan
oppression during their captivity.
The great and most important theme of Daniel is that there is but one
God, who is Jehovah, and that he is sovereign over the events of history.
p. 15

He says finally:
Nebuchadnezzar had built Babylon, and he had undoubtedly done it for his
own glory. But in forgetting God, who had given him the opportunity to
create such magnificence, Nebuchadnezzar was actually taking God’s glory to
himself. Like all secular humanists, he was saying that all that exists is of
man, by man, and for man’s glory. That is a true expression of the earthly
city.
p. 16
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Wiersbe says:
God would rather have His people living in shameful captivity in a pagan
land than living like pagans in the Holy Land and disgracing His name.
p. 12

He says further:
So wise and powerful is our God that He can permit men and women to
make personal choices and still accomplish His purposes in this world. When
he isn’t permitted to rule, He will overrule, but His will shall ultimately be
done and His name glorified. We worship and serve a sovereign God who is
never caught by surprise. No matter what our circumstances may be, we can
always say with confidence, “Alleluia! . . . The Lord God Omnipotent reigns!”
(Rev. 19:6, NKJV).
p. 13

Dyer says:

God is currently restraining his appearance. Paul reveals his third

characteristic in verses 6-8 of 2 Thessalonians 2: “And now you know what is
holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For the
secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it
back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. And then the
lawless one will be revealed.” The appearance of the Antichrist is now being
held back by God’s power, but God will allow this individual to be revealed at
the proper time. Many Americans have been living their lives in fear since
the events of September 11. We don’t know what tomorrow holds. We don’t
know what could happen. Some are afraid to open their mail or fly on an
airplane, or even to enter a tall building. But this verse reminds us that God
is in control. Evil cannot reach beyond any barriers God chooses to erect.
pp. 19-20
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Phillips & Vine say:
So when God allowed them to be taken into captivity to Babylon, He was
sending them to the capital city of idolatry. “I can’t cure you of your addiction
to idols, so I’ll take you to where they had their origin, back to the source, and
there you can learn what idolatry is like. For seventy years you can
experience those idols you so desperately want to serve.”
p. 21

They says further:
We too had better be careful to what we attach ourselves; God may let
us have our fill of it.
p. 21

They says finally:
We may not discern the third king at first. “And the Lord gave Jehoiakim
into Nebuchadnezzar’s hands.” At once we are reminded of the sovereignty of
God. God is still on the throne.
Later on in this book, three times in one chapter, God says that the
Most High rules in the affairs of men. God is the one who puts people in
power, and God is the one who removes them. That is as true in America
today as it was in Babylon and Judah in Daniels’ day. God is still in control.
p. 21
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Gangel says:
When I agreed to write this commentary on Daniel, I had no idea that
the opening verses of the first chapter would be prepared in the surgical
waiting room of our local hospital. But here I sit, separated from the Coke
machine by about twenty yards of pale gray carpet, the outdated magazines
arranged neatly on a table to my right. Down the hall and around the corner
a team of surgeons and nurses perform major surgery on my wife of forty-four
years—a large mass in her uterus must be removed, and we will learn today
whether it is malignant and how that will change our lives. Four days ago
she was a vibrant, healthy woman, busily preparing a dinner party for
eighteen people from our church which was scheduled for this evening. Then
a 3:00 A.M. rush to the emergency room realigned all the priorities in our
lives.
How could this happen so quickly? Why did we not see symptoms
earlier? What does one say to one’s wife as the anesthesia is injected and she
begins to drift slowly out of consciousness? Her last words before closing her
eyes formed a question: “Do you have anything to say to me before I go to
surgery?” Such a moment calls for no platitudes or plaque rhymes, no
Christian clichés or technical theology. I simply said, “Yes, I do. I love you,
and God is in control of everything.”
p. 13

He says further:
The Book of Daniel is not about Daniel. Like Abraham, Moses, and
Joshua, Daniel was God’s vessel, a tool in his hands to accomplish his eternal
purpose on earth. In the Pentateuch and historical books, God’s sovereignty
appears as the backdrop, an assumption about the God of the universe. In
Daniel it becomes the central theme, a message to be shouted to God’s people
Israel and to the pagan nations surrounding them: There is a God, and he is
in charge of his world. We’ll explore sovereignty in greater theological depth
later in this book, but here let’s just define it very simply by saying God

knows what he’s doing, and he’s doing it.
pp. 13-14
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Gangel says further:
But before we leave this first verse, let’s remember that the godly
influence on Daniel took place very early in his life. The great and good king
Josiah had already reigned for fifteen years when Daniel was born, and for
the next sixteen the revivals he brought to Judah surely touched the young
man’s life. We can assume the godliness of Daniel’s parents, and history
shows us the godliness of the national leadership he enjoyed.
pp. 15-16

He says finally:
Daniel wastes no time getting to his theme—the sovereignty of God.
How as the nation of Israel lost? The Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of
Judah into his hands. Most commentators do not elaborate this phrase,
primarily because they seem to be caught up in the historical detail and the
battle over authenticity and authorship. But I propose that Daniel
introduces the primary theme of his book right here. The captivity of 605
B.C. was not a victory for Nebuchadnezzar any more than the crucifixion was
a victory for Satan. The God of creation decided that year that a new chapter
would open in his personal “world book,” so he sent Jehoiakim to defeat and
Daniel to Babylon.
p. 16

Jeremiah says:
One day God had His fill. He had extended His mercy as long as He
could, and He said in His heart, I won’t put up with this any more.
p. 25
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Jeremiah says further:
While Jehoiakim was on the throne in Judah, Nebuchadnezzar laid
siege to the city of Jerusalem, but he left Jehoiakim in charge after the
Babylonian conquest. However, Jehoiakim heard that the Egyptians were in
the area, and he decided to form an alliance with them and put down old
Nebuchadnezzar.
Enter Jeremiah, known as the weeping prophet, who went to King
Jehoiakim and said, “Look, king, don’t do that. You are under judgment and
Babylon is your leader right now. Don’t make any alliances with Egypt.”
Jehoiakim wouldn’t listen. In fact, he became so angry with Jeremiah
for preaching that message, that one day he said, “I’ve had enough of you, old
man. You’re going to prison.”
Jeremiah was carted off to jail, but the king underestimated him. One
day the prophet called for a secretary, a fellow by the name of Baruch, to
come to his cell, and said, “I have some dictation for you.” The scribe
whipped out his scroll and copied the same prophecy Jeremiah had been
preaching in the temple and in front of Jehoiakim. Then he said, “Baruch,
take this and read it to the people in the temple.”
The word traveled fast, and soon Jehoiakim heard about this
audacious act. He was sitting in his palace, warming himself in front of a
roaring fire, when one of his court officials brought in the scroll and read it to
him. The king didn’t like what Jeremiah said at all, so he took out his
penknife, cut the scroll to shreds, and threw it in the fire.
This is one of the most fearful passages I’ve ever read. Here was a
man who claimed to be a man of God, and yet he destroyed the Word of God.
But the Lord dealt with Jehoiakim. The Scripture says:
Therefore, this is what the LORD says about Jehoiakim king of Judah:
He will have no one to sit on the throne of David; his body will be
thrown out and exposed to the heat by day and the frost by night.
I will punish him and his children and his attendants for their
wickedness; I will bring on them and those living in Jerusalem and the
people of Judah every disaster I pronounce against them, because they
have not listened.
Jeremiah 36:30-31
pp. 26-27
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PRAYER FOR WORLD RULERS
During World War II, Christians all over the world prayed for the overthrow
of Adolf Hitler. What happened? He committed several colossal military
blunders, rejecting the counsel of his experts. This contributed to his
eventual downfall. Yes, God answers prayers, even when we ask Him to
direct the thinking of evil men.
Here are some Biblical examples of God’s sovereignty too. Esther’s
heart was beating furiously as she approached her husband, the mighty king
of Persia. According to Persian law, she would be executed if he didn’t extend
his scepter to her. Pagan kings could be very fickle—and very heartless!
How she must have rejoiced when she saw the token of acceptance. Her
Jewish friends had fasted before the Lord (which scholars agreed
undoubtedly included prayer), and their efforts had not been in vain. Esther
very likely knew that God had often led heathen officials to make decisions
that favored His people. He had turned the heart of Pharaoh to Joseph (Gen.
41:37-45). He had induced a Babylonian officer to show special favor to
Daniel and his three friends (Dan. 1:9). He had given Nehemiah, who had
“prayed to the God of heaven,” favor with the king (Neh. 2:4-6).
(From InfoSearch 3.51)

THE FINAL OUTCOME
The young woman’s face was twisted in agony. “It just isn’t fair!” she cried.
“My father robbed me of my childhood. He destroyed my teenage years. He
almost deprived me of any chance of marital happiness. How could God let it
happen?”
She was right. It wasn’t fair. Her father had humiliated and abused
her from the time she was a little girl. He had mocked her and called her
ugly and stupid. She was the victim of a depraved cruelty that had crippled
her emotionally for years. How could God let that happen? Why didn’t He
step in and rescue her?
The Lord may not give us the answers we want. Instead, He may want
us to conclude, as did suffering Job and David, that God can be trusted to do
what is right.
Part of God’s righteousness is letting a fallen world suffer the
consequences of its sinful depravity. Another part is that God offers grace to
all who suffer. And when His final judgment comes abusers and oppressors
will get what they deserve.
(From InfoSearch 3.51)
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(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Copyright – SCCT, 2003.
In the Old Testament, God complained that “my people . . . have
forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns,
broken cisterns that cannot hold water.” An idolater chooses things that may
be good in themselves and grants to them a power they were never meant to
have. What once was called “idolatry,” enlightened Westerners call
“addictions.”
p. 33

(Among the Heroes: United Flight 93 & the Passengers & Crew Who Fought
Back by Jere Longman) New York, NY: HarperCollins. Copyright –
Jere Longman, 2002.
THE ENDURING IMAGE of Flight 93 is one of pastoral devastation, a
smoking hole in a rural field, a place of blowing paper and shredded metal
and fragmented debris that might have marked a landfill instead of a plane
crash. Yet, had the 757 remained aloft for only two or three more seconds,
many more people might have been killed. The jet may have crashed into the
cluster of houses in Shanksville, or into the renovated ShanksvilleStonycreek School where four hundred ninety-four students in prekindergarten through twelfth grade had begun another day of classes.
“It could have been a lot worse had it gone a few seconds longer,” said
Wells Morrison, the FBI’s deputy on-scene commander.
Twenty minutes longer, and United Flight 93 would have reached
Washington in a finale of suicidal fireworks. “The strikes must be strong and
have a wide impact on the population of the nation,” read an Al Qaeda terror
manual obtained by the Associated Press months after the September 11
attacks. The manual recommended hitting buildings “with high human
intensity” in the United States and Europe, such as skyscrapers, airports,
nuclear power plants, monuments and sports stadiums. “Four targets must
be simultaneously hit in any of those nations so that the government there
knows that we are serious,” the manual read.
pp. 238-9
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v. 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in
some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility—

Peterson paraphrases verse 3:
The king told Ashpenaz, head of the palace staff, to get some Israelites
from the royal family and nobility—
p. 1581
Nebuchadnezzar has a project in mind for “ASHPENAZ, CHIEF OF HIS
COURT OFFICIALS.”
That project is to “TO BRING IN SOME OF THE ISRAELITES FROM THE
ROYAL FAMILY AND THE NOBILITY.”
He obviously wants a select group of individuals. He characterizes the ones
that he wants in TWO WAYS. They are:
1.

“FROM THE ROYAL FAMILY” and

2.

“[FROM] THE NOBILITY.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
When Nebuchadnezzar returned to Babylon from this invasion of
Judah, he brought spoils to signify Judah’s submission to Babylon. . . . This
would signify the conquest of the God of Judah by the Babylonian deities.
Second, Nebuchadnezzar brought with him some of the Israelites
(Jews) from the royal family and the nobility. As stated in the Introduction,
these royal princes may have been considered hostages, to help assure
Judah’s continued submission to Babylon. Or they may have been taken to
Babylon to prepare them to fulfill positions of administrative leadership there
if Nebuchadnezzar should have to return to subjugate Judah.
pp. 1329-30
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Gangel says:
On the other hand, he knew he had his hands on gifted young men of royal
lineage, and one could view his behavior as highly logical by the most modern
understanding of leadership principles. Find gifted people, train them, and
take advantage of their skills. These boys were, we might say, the cream of
the crop, the “royals” of their own nation. It would be a waste of talent for
Nebuchadnezzar to use them as slaves or hostages.
p. 18

Fyall says:
What this story emphasizes and indeed embodies is a particular lifestyle; how
to live for God and be faithful to him in an unsympathetic environment.
p. 21

Wiersbe observes:
The world always wants the best . . . but these young men determined
to give their best to the Lord. It is possible to serve the Lord even in Babylon.
Think of Joseph in Egypt and Esther in Persia. Don’t complain about the
place where God puts you. Ask Him to use you while you are there.
pp. 559-60

Lucas says:
Because the ‘young men’ here are of the royal family and nobility, they will be
Judeans by descent. Hence the use of the term ‘Israelites’ is presumably
theological—members of the covenant people of Yahweh.
p. 52
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(The God I Love by Joni Eareckson Tada) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Copyright – Joni Eareckson Tada, 2003.
“Your turn, Joni,” someone finally said.
“I’m thankful I have my life planned. I’m going to get good grades in
high school, apply to a veterinary college, marry the man in the Marlboro
cigarette commercial, live on his ranch in Wyoming, breed and raise horses,
and qualify for the equestrian team and go to the Olympics.”
It sounded like the center of me.
p. 112

(Through the Year with Warren W. Wiersbe: 366 Daily Devotionals edited by
James R. Adair) Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books. Copyright – Warren
W. Wiersbe, 1999.

Nothing that is given to Christ in faith and love is ever wasted. Job was
bankrupt and sick, and all he could give to the Lord was his suffering by
faith; but that is just what God wanted in order to silence the devil.
When William Whiting Borden died in Egypt in 1913 while on his way
to the mission field, some people may have asked, “Why this waste?” But
God is still using the story of his brief life to challenge people to give Christ
their all.
When John and Betty Stam were martyred in China in 1934, there
were some who asked, “Why this waste?” But The Triumph of John and
Betty Stam by Mrs. Howard Taylor has been a life-changing book since it was
published in 1935.
When the five missionaries were martyred in Ecuador at the hands of
Auca Indians, some called the event a “tragic waste of manpower.” But God
thought differently, and the story of these five heroes of faith has been
ministering to the church ever since.
Job asked, “Why was I born?” In the light of his losses and his
personal suffering, it all seemed such a waste! But God knew what He was
doing then, and He knows what He is doing now.
“You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord
finally brought about,” wrote James. “The Lord is full of compassion and
mercy” (James 5:11, NIV) If you had told that to Job, he might not have
believed it; but it was still true.
It was true for him, and it is true for us today.
Believe it!
p. 291
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v. 4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for
every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and
qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the
language and literature of the Babylonians.

Peterson paraphrases verse 4:
young men who were healthy and handsome, intelligent and welleducated, good prospects for leadership positions in the government,
perfect specimens!—and indoctrinate them in the Babylonian language
and the lore of magic and fortunetelling.
p. 1581
The “YOUNG MEN” who are going to qualify for this project must have
SIX QUALIFICATIONS:
1.

“WITHOUT ANY PHYSICAL DEFECT,”

2.

“HANDSOME,”

3.

“SHOWING APTITUDE FOR EVERY KIND OF LEARNING,”

4.

“WELL INFORMED,”

5.

“QUICK TO UNDERSTAND,” and

6.

“QUALIFIED TO SERVE.”
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Today we would say they must be CHARACTERIZED by several things:
They would:
1.

have good GROOMING,

2.

have good SAT SCORES,

3.

be AWARE of what is going on,

4.

be SHARP,

5.

understand SERVANTHOOD,

6.

be the PHI BETA KAPPAS of today, and

7.

be consistently on the DEAN’S LIST.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
These captives were choice young men both physically and mentally
and as such, they would be an asset to the king’s palace. An attempt was
made to assimilate them into the culture of the court for they were compelled
to learn both the language and the literature of the people among whom they
now dwelt.
p. 1330
The PROJECT that was being undertaken here is described for us in the last
part of verse 4:
“HE [ASHPENAZ] WAS TO TEACH THEM THE LANGUAGE AND
LITERATURE OF THE BABYLONIANS.”
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The CURRICULUM for this intense program was to be:
1.

“LANGUAGE” and

2.

“LITERATURE.”

Gangel says:
Any university in American would be ready to sign scholarship papers
for these four—they met and exceeded all the qualifications. How young
were they? We cannot be sure, since this word was used in the Old
Testament for Rehoboam at about forty, Benjamin somewhere near the age of
thirty, and Joseph at about seventeen. Most scholars agree they were in
their teens, and that fits nicely with the obvious parallel we see between the
Joseph and Daniel narratives.
p. 18

Feinberg says:
These young men are spoken of as being “youths”; Daniel’s age at this time
has been estimated about nineteen. They were to learn Babylonian science,
which was full of theological, astrological, and magical elements.
Nebuchadnezzar was training these young men to become his “brain trust.”
p. 19

Phillips & Vines say:
There is always an authority crisis. Whom are we going to believe,
God or the devil? Our young people go off to secular universities and at once
face a secular mentality and a secular education. They walk into classrooms
where all too often the professor’s goal is to shake them from Christian faith,
change the source of authority in their lives, remove them from the word of
God, and get them to learn on the theories of men.
p. 23
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(Simple Matters: Almost Everything You Need to Know About Life,
Relationships, and Knowing God by Bruce Bickel & Stan Jantz)
Uhrichsville, OH: Promise Press / Barbour Publishing. Copyright –
Bruce Bickel & Stan Jantz, 2001.
Here are five steps to achieving mediocrity:
1. Only do the minimum that is required.
2. Wait until the last minute.
3. Be unprepared
4. Accept mistakes and errors as a fact of life.
5. Let someone else do it.
pp. 29-30

p. 51

Some people dream of worthy accomplishments.
Other people wake up and work hard to achieve them.
The difference is initiative.

How can you tell whether or not you have initiative? Here’s an easy
test: How do you feel about your alarm clock? Is it your friend or your
enemy? The person with initiative wants to: get up, go out, and work on.
Without initiative, it’s simply: lie down, stay in, and goof off.
p. 52
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Difference Between Uncle Sam and Jesus Christ
Pastor John Piper warns of attempting to “do great things for God”:
The difference between Uncle Sam and Jesus Christ is that Uncle Sam
won’t enlist you unless you are healthy and Jesus won’t enlist you
unless you are sick. What is God looking for in the world? Assistants?
No. The gospel is not a help wanted ad. It is a help available ad. God
is not looking for people to work for him but people who let him work
mightily in and through them.
Citation: John Piper, Brothers We Are Not Professionals
p. 39; submitted by Larry Trotter

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

(Cowgirl Poetry: One Hundred Years of Ridin’ and Rhymin’ edited by Virginia
Bennett) Salt Lake City, UT: Gibbs-Smith. Copyright – Virginia
Bennett, 2001.
RIDIN’

Linda Bark’karie
Shady Cove, Oregon – 1998

p. 66

Keep a leg on each side
and your mind in the middle,
sit up straight
and try not to fiddle.
Don’t flap your arms
like a big bird in flight.
Anchor your seat
to keep out daylight.
Don’t rattle the bridle,
don’t jerk north or south,
just flow with your horse
and be kind to his mouth.
When you’ve mastered all this,
if I may be so blunt,
it always helps
if you’re facing the front.
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v. 5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s
table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they
were to enter the king’s service.

Peterson paraphrases verse 5:
The king then ordered that they be served from the same menu as the
royal table—the best food, the finest wine. After three years of
training they would be given positions in the king’s court.
p. 1581
ROOM AND BOARD was provided in this time of INTENSIVE TRAINING.
They were going to be taking a very intense 3-YEAR COURSE.
The text says:
“THEY WERE TO BE TRAINED FOR THREE YEARS.”
AFTER GRADUATION, they were going to:
“ENTER THE KING’S SERVICE.”
What a deal! When they have graduated, they have the promise of a JOB IN
THE ADMINISTRATION.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
They were to undergo a rigorous three-year course of training after which
they were to enter the king’s service. That educational program probably
included a study of agriculture, architecture, astrology, astronomy, law,
mathematics, and the difficult Akkadian language.
p. 1330
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Miller says:
The NIV’s “food” is not incorrect in this context, but “rich food” would capture
the idea even better.
p. 63

Phillips & Vines say:
They were to be well fed for three years, and at the end of that time they
were to stand before the king. The king may have thought he was doing
them a favor. He gave these students a three-year scholarship including
room and board. They were to have opportunity to cultivate appetites for the
very best that Babylon had to offer. Nothing was better than that.
p. 23

Gangel says:
Given the intellectual preparation these young men had already received
back in Judah. Ashpenaz designed a program of graduate study.
p. 19
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v. 6 Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah.

Peterson paraphrases verse 6:
Four young men from Judah—Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah—were among those selected.
p. 1581
This is our FIRST MENTION of our hero DANIEL, here in verse 6.
Ezekiel 14:14, 20
even if these three men—Noah, Daniel and Job—were in it, they could
save only themselves by their righteousness, declares the Sovereign
Lord. . . . as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, even if Noah,
Daniel and Job were in it, they could save neither son nor daughter.
They would save only themselves by their righteousness.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
No mention was made of how many captives were taken but four are
mentioned here by name . . .
p. 1330

Gangel says:
We should not miss the key lesson here. These young men were named
by godly parents, people who selected names reflecting their spiritual commitments. This the ancients did commonly, especially the Hebrews, but Christians
of the twenty-first century have strayed somewhat from this pattern. Certainly
one would not measure parents’ commitment to Christ by what they name their
children. But in this post-modern time I always wonder when I hear Josh or
Zach or Adam shouted out on a soccer field whether the parents deliberately
selected a biblical prototype. Apparently in name selection it’s possible to be hip
and old-fashioned at the same time.
p. 20
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Phillips & Vines say:
. . . What is to be the source of our moral authority, the devil’s theories or
God’s truth? The devil wants to change our appetites. He wants us to
develop appetites for the things of this world instead of the things of God. He
wants to give us a craving for gold instead of God, for the material instead of
the spiritual. He wants us to be more interested in earth than heaven. We
are subject to constant brainwashing, through the media, music, television,
books, and magazines. We undergo constant pounding to give us appetites
for the immoral ways of this world.
p. 23
They say further, speaking of these young men’s names:
Daniel means “God is my judge.” Hannaniah means “Jehovah is gracious.”
Mishael means “Who is He that is God.” Azariah means “The Lord is help.”
Evidently they had parents who had faith in the Lord and who wanted to give
their sons names with spiritual significance.
You can tell a lot about a society by the kind of names it gives to its
children. There was a time in this country when parents named children
after Bible characters. Now they are named after rock musicians and movie
stars.
p. 25

They say further:
Behind the scenes something had taken place in the lives of these boys.
There had been a revival in their land. A young king named Josiah one day
found the Word of God. God spoke to him and there was a revival. It would
be like the president of the United States one night in the White House
browsing through the books in the White House library. He finds a copy of
the Bible, opens it, and has a revival in his heart. The next day he goes on
national television to say that God has moved in his heart and he wants to
call the people of America to revival. He goes out with preachers and holds
meetings and leads young people to Christ.
That would be no more dramatic than what happened in the days of
Josiah. Under the leadership of the boy-king Josiah and of the preachers like
Jeremiah and Micah, they had a revival. Young people caught fire for God.
p. 25
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Phillips & Vines say finally:

Oh, for a n old-fashioned, Holy Ghost, sin-killing, Jesus-exalting, Bible-loving
revival that would sweep thousands of young people into the kingdom of God!
It could happen.
p. 26
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v. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to
Azariah, Abednego.

Peterson paraphrases verse 7:
The head of the palace staff gave them Babylonian names: Daniel was
named Belteshazzar, Hananiah was named Shadrach, Mishael was
named Meshach, Azariah was named Abednego.
p. 1581
One of the first acts of Ashpenaz, the chief official, is to GIVE THESE FOUR
YOUNG MEN FROM JUDAH NEW NAMES.
Genesis 41:45
Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him
Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. And
Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt.
Acts 11:26
and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And it came
about that for an entire year they met with the church, and taught
considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in
Antioch.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Because all four bore names that honored Yahweh, the God of Israel, their
names were changed.
p. 1330
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary further explains:
El means God and –iah . . . is an abbreviation for Yahweh, thus suggesting
that the young men’s parents were God-fearing people who gave them names
that included references to God. Daniel, whose name means “God has
judged” . . . Belteshazzar . . . means “Lady, protect the king.” . . .
Hananiah (“Yahweh has been gracious”) . . . Shadrach . . . “I am fearful
(of a god).” . . .
Mishael (“Who is what God is?”) . . . Meshach . . . “I am despised,
contemptible, humbled (before my God).”
Azariah (“Yahweh has helped)” . . . Abednego, “Servant of Nebo” . . .
[We learn in] Isa. 46:1), son of Bel, was the Babylonian god of writing and
vegetation. He was also known as Nabu . . .
Thus the chief court official . . . seemed determined to obliterate any
testimony to the God of Israel from the Babylonian court. The names he gave
the four men signified that they were to be subject to Babylon’s gods.
p. 1330

Boice observes:
It should be immediately evident to anyone with even a limited knowledge of
Hebrew that the Jewish names of these men each contains a name of God
and has a spiritual meaning. Daniel and Mishael both contain the syllable el,
which means “God” and is the basis of the frequently appearing (plural) name
Elohim. Daniel means “God is my Judge.” Mishael means “Who is like God?”
The other two names, Hananiah and Azariah, both contain a shortened form
of the name Jehovah. Hananiah means “Jehovah is gracious.” Azariah
means “Jehovah is my helper.” The very names of these men were reminders
of their heritage and a challenge to them to remain faithful to the Lord. But
now, deported into a strange, pagan land, their names are changed. And the
names they are given all contain a reference to one of the false gods of the
ancient Babylonians, Aku and Nego. It was a way of saying that these who
had been servants of the Jewish God were now servants and worshipers of
the gods of the pagan pantheon.
Yet the change accomplished nothing. Nebuchadnezzar changed the
men’s names, but he could not change their hearts. They remained faithful
to the true God of Israel, as the story shows.
p. 21
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Berrigan says:
Daniel had been named, whether by parents consciously prophetic or not,
“God is my judge.” A name is thus attached to a life. And in time, it becomes
clear that the life moves in consonance with the name. But now, a new name
is conferred by the king. It is a first step toward assimilation; change the
names of those (ironically) “chosen” anew, this time by Babylonian honors
and riches.
Daniel is no longer Daniel. And the new name denotes neither Jahweh or
judgment. His name is now Belteshazzar: “O Bel, protect the king.” Thus
fealty is indicated. Let everyone who hears or pronounces the name realize
that the (former) Daniel is liberated from former sovereignties; he is in
service to a far different world vision.
p. 6

Fyall says:
Another sign of Nebuchadnezzar’s determination to integrate these young
men fully into Babylonian society was their being given new names with
elements of the names of Babylonian gods. This again was a common
practice: Joseph was named Zaphenath-Paneah and Esther was also known
as Hadassah. Once again Daniel makes no protest; what is important is that
his heart does not belong to Babylon.
p. 23
Esther 2:7
Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up
because she had neither father nor mother. This girl, who was also
known as Esther, was lovely in form and features, and Mordecai had
taken her as his own daughter when her father and mother died.
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Lucas says:
The giving of a new name as a sign of new ownership and so, by
implication, new allegiance, was common court practice . . . which may
indicate that Esther was her ‘throne name’). In this case, names that extol
the God of Israel are replaced by names that probably, directly or by
implication, invoke Babylonian gods.
p. 53

Gangel says:
The traditional pronunciation of these three new names has given birth to
the amusing picture of children eating cookies at the kitchen table and
saying, “My snack, your snack, and to bed we go.”
p. 21

Phillips & Vines say:
Nebuchadnezzar was not content to let these boys have names that
reminded them of their faith in God. So he changed their names, and that
caused an identity crisis. They changed Daniel’s name to Belteshazzar (“Bel,
protect my life”). The next one was changed to Shadrach (“I am fearful of
god”). Then come Meshach (“I am despised before my god”) and Abednego
(“servant of Nebo”). You can see what they were doing. They were trying to
remove from the minds and hearts and wills of these young men any
commitment to God.
p. 26
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Jeremiah says:
In addition to this sense of obligation, the king had another tactic—
consolidation. The Scriputre says that four Jewish boys had godly names:
Daniel meant God is my judge; Hananiah, Jehovah is gracious; Mishael, who
is like God; and Azariah, Jehovah is my helper. But Nebuchadnezzar
changed their names. Daniel became Belteshazzar, the keeper of the
treasure of Baal (who was a heathen god); Hananiah was renamed Shadrach,
which means command of the moon god; Mishael was to be Meshach, the
goddess Shach; and Azariah changed to Abednego, the fire god. What
cunning strategy! Try to get them to forget their homes, their lifestyle, and
everything about their godly Jewish heritage.
p. 31
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v. 8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine,
and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this
way.

Peterson paraphrases verse 8:
But Daniel determined that he would not defile himself by eating the
king’s food or drinking his wine, so he asked the head of the palace
staff to exempt him from the royal diet.
p. 1581
The word “BUT” forms the CONTRAST to the previous.
Daniel has been willing to go along with the TRAINING PROGRAM without
making any waves and even the NAME CHANGE.
But now we are coming to a MATTER OF THE HEART. Daniel feels it is
necessary to make a stand.
The word “RESOLVED” means:
MADE UP HIS MIND.
It is quite obvious that the issue is expressed TWO TIMES here in verse 8:
1.

“TO DEFILE HIMSELF” WITH THIS MENU and

2.

“TO DEFILE HIMSELF THIS WAY.”

The REAL CHOICE is:
1.

“THE ROYAL FOOD” or

2.

GOD’S WORD.
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You notice that Daniel does not approach this whole thing as to:
HOW can I get out of this? but
WHAT can I get out of this?

The Bible Knowledge Commentary makes a division at this point:
Daniels’ devotion to God (1:8-16)
p. 1330

The REQUEST is what we are studying here in verse 8.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
. . . this food did not conform to Mosaic Law. The fact that it was prepared by
Gentiles rendered it unclean. Also no doubt, many things forbidden by the
Law were served on the king’s table, so to partake of such food would defile
the Jewish youths. Further, without doubt this royal food had been sacrificed
and offered to pagan gods before it was offered to the king. . . . The
Babylonians did not dilute their wine . . . Daniel knew the requirements of
the Law governing what he should and should not eat and drink.
Daniels’ desire was to please God in all he did. So he resolved that
even though he was not in his own land but in a culture that did not follow
God’s laws, he would consider himself under the Law. . . . Daniel was
courageous, determined, and obedient to God.
pp. 1330-31
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Lucas says:
The term ‘defile’ . . . used here refers in its other occurrence to cultic defilement
. . . This indicates that Daniel’s religious piety is involved here, and this would
include concern about the Mosaic food laws. However, as the OT frequently
asserts, true religious piety goes beyond ritual and cultic concerns. Its root is
allegiance to the God of Israel before anyone or anything else. Nebuchadnezzar
has just defiled the temple in Jerusalem and plundered its utensils. How can
Daniel give total allegiance to him? Daniel is about to undergo a process of
induction into Babylonian culture (including its religion). His name has been
changed from one extolling the God of Israel to one invoking a Babylonian deity.
In its context it is understandable that he decides to make a stand that
symbolizes his intention not to assimilate and simply to become like the
Babylonian subjects of Nebuchadnezzar, but rather to remain loyal to the God of
Israel above all other claims on his allegiance.
pp. 54-55

Boice asks the question:
What is your reaction to that? Remember that Daniel was a young man
at this time. We know from the later development of the story that he lived for
a very long time beyond this—through the rule of four emperors. He was
probably in his nineties when he died. So at this point he was probably between
fifteen and seventeen. It was at this young age that he was taken away from
his own country and culture, plunged into the strange but exciting life of the
great world capital, and lured to loyalty by the best of all possible educations
and by provision of the very food served to Nebuchadnezzar. Yet Daniel refused
to partake of this food. As I say, what is your reaction to that? Do you find it a
very little thing? Do you see Daniels’ decision as the immaturity and
foolishness of youth? Would you have acted as Daniel and his friends did in
these circumstances, or would you have gone along with your great benefactor’s
desires? Would you have said, “After all, why should we live by Jewish dietary
laws while in Babylon? Let’s eat and drink. It’s just a small thing?
Well, it was a small thing. Yet that is just the point. For it is in the
small matters that great victories are won. This is where decisions to live a
holy life are made—not in the big things (though they come if the little things
are neglected), but in the details of life. If Daniel had said, “I want to live for
God in big ways, but I am not going to make a fool of myself in this trivial
matter of eating and drinking the king’s food,” he never would have amounted
to anything. But because he started out for God in small things, God used him
greatly.
p. 22
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Miller says:
Thus Daniels’ refusal to eat the king’s food was based upon his deep religious
convictions. He desired to remain true to his God.
p. 67

Feinberg says:
Like Moses, Daniel was unwilling to enjoy the pleasures of sin, even
for a season. But although he had resolved in his heart not to defile himself,
he realized that he was still under the king’s authority. So, in order to do all
things decently and in order, he asked permission to be exempted from eating
the food prescribed for his class.
This was a great moral and spiritual decision for Daniel.
p. 20

Walvoord says:
Daniel, however, “purposed in his heart” or literally, “laid upon his heart” not
to defile himself . . . The problem was twofold. First, the food provided did
not meet the requirements of the Mosaic law in that it was not prepared
according to regulations and may have included meat from forbidden
animals. Second, there was no complete prohibition in the matter of drinking
wine in the Law; but here the problem was that the wine, as well as the
meat, had been dedicated to idols as was customary in Babylon. To partake
thereof would be to recognize the idols as deities.
p. 37
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Gaebelein says:
We as God’s people are in the midst of a world which is antagonistic to God
and His Truth. This great Babylon presses upon us and would, if it were
possible, blot out every phrase of Divine truth and rob us of all our joy and
peace. How well this great enemy of God succeeds! Look about and see the
thousands and thousands of God’s people who instead of being transformed
are conformed to this world. They have fallen in line with this present evil
age and instead of being separated, they walk in its ways and hence they are
barren in spiritual things.
p. 14

Delitzsch says:
The partaking of the food brought to them from the king’s table was to them
contaminating, because forbidden by law; not so much because the food was
not prepared according to the Levitical ordinance, or perhaps consisted of the
flesh of animals which to the Israelites were unclean, for in their case the
youths were not under the necessity of refraining from the wine, but the
reason of their rejection of it was, that the heathen at their feasts offered up
in sacrifice to their gods a part of the food and the drink, and thus
consecrated their meals by a religious rite; whereby not only he who
participated in such a meal participated in the worship of idols, but the meat
and the wine as a whole were the meat and the wine of an idol sacrifice,
partaking of which, according to the saying of the apostle (1 Cor. [10]. 20 f.),
is the same as sacrificing to devils.
p. 80

Jeremiah, in his book Until I Come, says:
Beguile is a good Halloween word. It’s another way of saying, “bewitched,
bothered, and bewildered.”
It’s easy to fall under the spell of our prevailing culture. It’s easy to
find yourself in step with the crowd, marching along with everyone else to the
same tune. It is so very easy to be shaped by, rather than shape, the
attitudes that surround you. It’s the difference between deliberately
paddling a canoe against a river’s current and allowing yourself to simply
drift where that current will take you. The former requires exercise,
diligence, and discipline. The latter requires nothing at all.
p. 79
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Ironside says:
If we are going to get the mind of God in studying this book, we must
remember that it consists of revelations, deliverances and visions given to a
spiritually-minded man who was separated from the iniquity of his day; and
if we are to understand it, we also need to be spiritually-minded, and to walk
apart from all that is unholy, all that would hinder progress in divine things.
We need ever to have before us the words, “Look to yourselves, that we lose
not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward”
(2 John 8).
p. 11

He says finally:
And so we may lay it down as an axiom proven by experience, and
supported by Scripture, that the only way we can advance in the truth is by
maintaining a good conscience. Allow one thing in your life unjudged that
you know to be contrary to the word of God, or that you fear is not in line
with God’s will for you, and you will soon find your spiritual eyes become
darkened, your spiritual susceptibilities deadened, and no real progress made
in your soul, but rather a steady decline. But where there is faithfulness is
separation from that which is opposed to the mind of God; where His word is
allowed to sit in judgment on all your ways, you will learn that “the path of
the just is as a shining light, which shineth brighter and brighter unto the
perfect day.” The Word will illumine each step before you as you take the one
already pointed out.
pp. 20-21

Gowan says:
There is no indication of uneasiness about being given foreign names,
about serving the king who had conquered their land, or even about becoming
experts in the lore of Babylon, which would inevitably be infused with the
beliefs of the local religion. But Daniel has a problem with eating the food
the king intends to provide them.
p. 45
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Blair says:
“Daniel purposed in his heart.” The word “purposed” means that he
stood with decided determination. He refused to be swayed by popular
appeal. The king changed Daniel’s name, but he could not change his morals.
Because of the scriptural training Daniel had received from his godly parents,
he recognized immediately the pitfalls that were ahead; he knew that the
meat and drink from the king’s table would be defiling, for this would be food
and drink that had been offered to the gods of Babylon. Like Moses of old, he
chose “rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season” (Hebrews 11:25).
pp. 21-22

Spurgeon says:
Daniel was a young man, and he did think. It was his glory that he so
thought that he came to a purpose, and he purposed, not with a kind of
superficial “I will,” but he “purposed in his heart,” and gave his whole self to
a certain definite purpose which he deliberately formed. He was a young
man, he was also a captive; and that rendered it the more remarkable that he
should come to such a decision.
p. 354

He says further:
And the first is that the heart must be set. “Daniel purposed in his
heart.” He looked the matter up and down, and he settled it is his heart.
Before he asked Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego anything about it, he
had made up his own mind. Oh, for a made-up mind! Oh, for the man who
knows how to look at his compass, and to steer his vessel whither he ought to
go! God grant you grace, young man, to nail your colours to the mast, and to
be determined that you will keep to the right course, come fair wind or come
foul. Daniel had settled it in his heart. The grace of God is a great heartsettler.
p. 356
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Spurgeon says finally:
Firmness of purpose should be adorned with gentleness of manner in
carrying it out. It was so with young Daniel.
p. 356

Wiersbe says:
Forced into circumstances that made it easy for him to become a reed
in the wind, Daniel stood firm in the faith and dared to be different. Instead
of bending and blending like a reed, he stood like a mighty oak, rooted in the
Lord and defying the storms of change that raged about him.
Today’s society is a good deal like the one Daniel lived in centuries ago.
The world still wants God’s people to conform to its standards and follow its
practices. “Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold” is
the way J.B. Phillips translates Romans 12:2, and Daniel and his friends
obeyed that admonition. We should obey it today. We need Christians who
have the faith and courage to be resolute—not odd, but resolute.
p. (preface)

Gangel says:
In this verse, very early in our book, we see this great prophet/statesman
display the courage of his convictions.
p. 22

Phillips & Vines say:
It was the right decision, praise God, and he made it early on. It was a
decision that transformed his life. From that day to the end of his life he was
a better man because of it.
Studying this decision of Daniel should give us encouragement and
instill conviction so that we too will make right decisions. We too must
decide to live for the Lord and be the kind of person He wants us to be.
p. 27
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Phillips & Vines say further:
Daniel made an individual decision. Everybody else was eating the
king’s meat but Daniels aid, “Not I.” Everybody was drinking the king’s
wine, but Daniel said, “I won’t do it.” He had the courage to say no.
Sometimes that is the most difficult word in the English language for
us to speak. I challenge you to say it when you are in a difficult spot.
Everybody is doing something questionable or sinful. You stand there and
know what you ought to say, but that word no is hard to get out. But it is one
of the most effective words in the English language.
Here’s how it works. Your friends are all drinking. They urge you to
join in. They tell you that a little drink is not going to hurt you. They
threaten to ostracize you. But say no, and keep on saying it, and you will
stay sober all of your life. You will never become an alcoholic. No is the most
effective word in the English language. The same is true of drugs and sex.
You say no and you will never become an addict. You say no and keep on
saying no, and when you get married you will be pure. Young people, let me
encourage you, in the power of Jesus, to use that word no. Make up your
mind to make an individual decision to say no.
p. 29

Jeremiah says:
Sometimes Christians argue over the things where God hasn’t spoken,
while allowing the things He has spoken to slip under the rug. There are
certain things God says are wrong. Immorality is wrong. Adultery is wrong.
Homosexuality is wrong. Fornication is wrong. God draws the line on what
our sexually stimulated society is offering today. If we want the blessing of
God upon our lives, we better have the courage and authority to stand as
Daniel stood and say, “I will not defile myself, because God has said no.”
p. 32

He says further:
If Daniel has not said no to Ashpenaz when the temptation came to
him, his history would not have been written in the hall of fame, but in the
hall of failure. Everything that follows in this book hinges upon the fact that
Daniel purposed in his heart to do what was right.
p. 37
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Jeremiah says further:
You’re starting, my boy, on life’s journey.
Along the grand highway of life,
You meet with a thousand temptations.
Each city with evil is rife.
The world is a stage of excitement.
There’s danger wherever you go.
But if you are tempted in weakness,
Have courage, my boy, to say no.
In courage alone lies your safety,
When you the long journey begin
Your trust in the heavenly Father,
Will keep you unspotted from sin.
Temptations will go on increasing
As streams from a rivulet flow.
But if you’d be true to your manhood,
Have courage, my son, to say no.

pp. 37-38

Be careful in choosing companions.
Seek only the brave and the true.
Stand by your friends when in trial,
Not changing the old for the new,
And when, by false friends you are tempted
The taste of the wine cup to know
With firmness, with patience with kindness,
Have courage, my boy, to say no.
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Jeremiah says finally:
Everywhere you see a compromise stuck in the Bible you also see a loss.
Adam compromised God’s law and fell right in with his wife’s sin. He
lost paradise.
Abraham compromised the truth and lied about Sarah. He almost lost
his wife.
Sarah compromised God’s Word and sent Abraham to her servant,
Hagar, who bore Ishmael. We lost peace in the Middle East.
Esau compromised for a meal with Jacob. He lost his birthright.
Aaron compromised his convictions about idolatry. He lost the
privilege of seeing the Promised Land.
Samson compromised righteous devotion as a Nazarite. He lost his
hair, his strength, his eyes, and his life.
David compromised the moral standard of God and committed adultery
with Bathsheba and murdered Uriah. He lost his child.
Solomon compromised his convictions and married foreign wives. He
lost the united kingdom.
Ahab compromised and married Jezebel. He lost his throne.
Ananias and Sapphira compromised their word about giving. They lost
their lives.
Judas compromised his supposed love for Christ for thirty pieces of
silver. He lost his eternal soul.
Is it any different today? The message of our culture is that if you
want to get ahead, you’re going to have to break a few rules to do it. I believe
that we are hungry in our world today for a few men who will stand up and
say, “As Daniel was, so will I be.”
The story is told about some young people who walked into a high
school class that was taught by a godless professor. In one of his lectures, he
said, “Will all of you who believe the myths of the Bible please stand.”
Several stood.
Then he added, “Now this semester I am going to free you from this
religious Bible nonsense. I have read the Bible, and it is certainly written by
a bunch of mixed-up men.”
One young Daniel stood up and said, “Sir, the Bible is God’s letter to
Christians, and if you are confused it’s because you’re reading somebody
else’s mail.”
pp. 38-39
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Make Up Your Mind
If you don’t make up your mind, your unmade mind will unmake you.
—E. Stanley Jones
(www.netbible.com)

Preaching Resources, Spring 1996, p. 71.

CONVICTION
Martyrdom has always been a proof of the intensity, never of the correctness
of a belief.
—ARTHUR SCHNITZLER (1862-1931)
Never, for sake of peace and quiet, deny your own experience of convictions.
—DAG HAMMARSKJÖLD (1905-1961)
The enemies a person makes by taking a stand will have more respect for
him than the friends he makes by being on the fence.
—PROVERB
The great thing in this world is not so much where we stand, as in what
direction we are moving.
—OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES (1809-1894)
(Quick Verse 6.0)

RIVERS AND CHRISTIANS
One interesting thing to watch from the window of an airplane is the winding
path of a river below. No two waterways are alike, but they all have one thing in
common: they are all crooked. And the reason is simple—rivers follow the path
of least resistance. They flow around anything that blocks their eroding work.
Yes, rivers are crooked because they take the “easy way.”
When you stop and think of it, that’s why some Christians get that way
too. Because they fail to overcome temptation, resist the devil, or tackle the
enemy head-on, they deviate from the straight path God would have them
follow.
(From InfoSearch 3.51)
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THOSE LITTLE TEMPTAITONS
Many Christians are serious about guarding against the “big” sins like sexual
immorality, but they aren’t as careful about “lesser” evils. Byron Chapell, a
respected Christian leader, once made this mistake but was sensitive enough
to recognize it and take steps to correct it.
While a seminary student on a summer construction job, Chapell
accepted a special favor from his supervisor. If he did a little painting and
repair work on the man’s hunting lodge, Chapell could spend the rest of the
day fishing, swimming, and relaxing—at full company pay. He was enjoying
his first evening in the cabin when the phone rang. It was his father. “What
are you doing collecting company pay for private work?” he asked pointedly.
Byron felt convicted. Even though he needed the money and knew he might
be fired if he backed out, he left the cabin at once and told his supervisor he
couldn’t continue the arrangement.
(From InfoSearch 3.51)

ADJUST YOUR PRIORITIES!
The renowned Swedish opera singer Jenny Lind went to New York in 1851 at
the height of her fame and influence in the musical world. During her visit
she attended a service where Pastor Olaf Hedstrom was preaching. At the
conclusion of the meeting she went to talk with the minister because she felt
the load of her sins pressing down upon her. After hearing about her
problems, he presented to her the claims of Christ. Jenny Lind wept as she
knelt and called on the name of the Lord, and she was gloriously saved.
Hedstrom later received several letters from her in which she expressed
appreciation for the spiritual help he had given. She said she had
determined to leave the theater forever. This decision created a sensation,
and much bitterness was expressed by her fans. Yet she remained steadfast
in her vow and dedicated herself to the pursuit of heavenly goals.
(From InfoSearch 3.51)
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ALIVE AND KNOWN
The noted conductor Reichel was taking his choir and orchestra through their
final rehearsal of Handel’s beautiful and inspiring Messiah. When the
soprano soloist came in with the refrain, “I know that my Redeemer liveth,”
she sang it with flawless technique, perfect breathing, and clear enunciation.
After she completed her part, everyone looked at the conductor expecting to
see his response of approval. With a motion from his baton for silence, he
walked over to the soloist and said, almost sorrowfully, “My daughter, you do
not really know that your Redeemer lives, do you?” Embarrassed, she
answered, “Why, yes, I think I do.” “Then sing it!” cried Reichel. “Tell it to
me so that I’ll know you have experienced the joy and power of it.” Then he
motioned to the orchestra to begin, and she sang the truth with a fervor that
testified of her personal knowledge of the risen Lord. Those who listened
wept and the old master, eyes wet with tears, said to her, “You DO know, and
this time you have told me.”
(From InfoSearch 3.51)

LETTING GOD HAVE HIS WAY
A young man was wrestling with a decision. He wondered whether he should
serve the Lord or make a fortune by using his talents in worldly places. “I
ought to let God have His way, but I can’t seem to yield to His will,” he said.
To help him, his Christian mother cut some letters out of construction paper
and pinned the motto on his wall. It read: LET GOD. He looked at it again
and again, but the deep inner struggle of his heart continued. Finally, he
decided to take a walk to clear his mind. Upon leaving the room, he slammed
the door, saying, “My own desires are just too strong.” When he returned, he
found that the letter “D” had fallen from the motto to the floor. He was
startled to read: LET GO. Under deep conviction he cried, “I will, I will, Lord
Jesus!” Renouncing his selfish desires, and putting his trust and confidence
in the Lord, he asked the Holy Spirit to energize, direct, and use him in the
service of Christ.
(From InfoSearch 3.51)
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The infidel Robert Ingersoll was criticizing Christianity in a conversation
with Lew Wallace, the writer of Ben Hur. Wallace, himself then an
unbeliever, said, “I am going to read the New Testament and find out for
myself.” For 6 years he pored over its pages. When he had finished, he said,
“I have come to the conviction that Jesus Christ is the Messiah of the Jews,
the Savior of the world, and my own personal Redeemer.”
(From InfoSearch 3.51)

Right is right, even if everyone is against it; and wrong is wrong, even if
everyone is for it.
—William Penn
Here I stand. I can do not otherwise. God help me. Amen.
Strength is a matter of the made-up mind.

—Martin Luther
—John Beecher

Men do not reject the Bible because it contradicts itself but because it
contradicts them.
—E. Paul Hovey
(From InfoSearch 3.51)
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The Opposition of the Natural
“Those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires” (Galatians 5:24).
The natural life itself is not sinful. But we must abandon sin, having
nothing to do with it in any way whatsoever. Sin belongs to hell and to the
devil. I, as a child of God, belong to heaven and to God. It is not a question of
giving up sin, but of giving up my right to myself, my natural independence,
and my self-will. This is where the battle has to be fought. The things that
are right, noble, and good from the natural standpoint are the very things
that keep us from being God’s best. Once we come to understand that
natural moral excellence opposes or counteracts surrender to God, we bring
our soul into the center of its greatest battle. Very few of us would debate
over what is filthy, evil, and wrong, but we do debate over what is good. It is
the good that opposes the best. The higher up the scale of moral excellence a
person goes, the more intense the opposition to Jesus Christ. “Those who are
Christ’s have crucified the flesh . . .” The cost to your natural life is not just
one or two things, but everything. Jesus said, “If anyone desires to come
after Me, let him deny himself . . . “ (Matthew 16:24). That is, he must deny
his right to himself, and he must realize who Jesus Christ is before he will
bring himself to do it. Beware of refusing to go to the funeral of your own
independence.
The natural life is not spiritual, and it can be made spiritual only
through sacrifice. If we do not purposely sacrifice the natural, the
supernatural can never become natural to us. There is no high or easy road.
Each of us has the means to accomplish it entirely in his own hands. It is not
a question of praying, but of sacrificing, and thereby performing His will.
(My Utmost for His Highest by Oswald Chambers, December 9).
(Quick Verse 6.0)
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(The Purity Principle by Randy Alcorn) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright –
Eternal Perspective Ministries, 2003.
That’s the way God’s moral universe operates. We get to choose our
own path. But with each path comes inevitable consequences.
The roads of life are sometimes hazardous. But God loves us enough to
place warning signs: “Don’t commit adultery” and “No sex before marriage.”
We don’t have to obey. We do have to live with the consequences.
Purity is safe. Impurity is risky. Purity always helps us. Impurity
always hurts us. Purity is always smart; impurity is always stupid. Write it
down. Bank on it.
Consider Christ’s story of the wise man:

p. 17

“Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice
is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into
practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against
that house, and it fell with a great crash.”
MATTHEW 7:24-27

We tend to be most vulnerable when we’re tired, isolated, lonely,
discouraged, depressed, angry, or struggling in our relationships; especially
with our mate. Don’t think for a moment demons don’t know this or will
hesitate to pounce on us in those very times. “When the devil had finished all
this tempting, he left Him until an opportune time” (Luke 4:13).
pp. 33-34
You sanctified mind, fed on God’s Word, nourished by His Spirit,
polices your thought life. It says yes to what pleases Christ and no to what
doesn’t.
p. 45
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(If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat by John
Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – John Ortberg,
2001.
Sometime ago we were eating dinner with some friends in their
backyard. They had a blue light set up, and periodically we would hear a
ZZZZZap sound buzzing in the night. We asked what it was.
“It’s the sound of bugs hitting a bug zapper. The light attracts them,
they fly in and get zapped.”
It went on all night long—hundreds and hundreds of bugs. You would
think that after a while the bugs would wise up. You would think they would
observe that the tray underneath the light is littered with the bodies of
impulsive relatives who went before them. You would think some thoughtful
bug would say, “Whoa—wait a minute! I’m not going to just blindly follow my
desires. I notice all my friends get drawn into this, but they never come back.
I’m going to consider just how high a price I’m willing to pay for the
experience of a close look at the beautiful big blue light.”
But no bug ever does this. Apparently they say to themselves, “I know
what I’m doing. I’m strong enough, smart enough to handle this attraction
without getting burned. I’m not going to pause for reflection—I’m a buzzzzzy
guy.”
All night long it went on—zap, zap, zap.
pp. 105-6

(Rachel Smiles: The Spiritual Legacy of Columbine Martyr Rachel Scott by
Darrell Scott with Steve Rabey) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson.
Copyright – Darrell Scott, 2002.
And so, in Chain Reaction we developed Rachel’s ideas more fully, paying
special attention to the five key values that were the core of her convictions:
forgiving, loving, helping, leading, and showing mercy.
p. 16
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(Turkey Soup for the Sarcastic Soul: Finding God in the simple, stupid, and
sarcastic moments of life by Mike Williams) USA: CC Books. Copyright
– Mike Williams, 2001.
How much make-up should a real Christian woman wear? Well it really
depends on her face.
p. 81

Mike Warnke

(Let’s Roll! Ordinary People, Extraordinary Courage by Lisa Beamer with
Ken Abraham) Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright – Lisa Beamer,
2002.
It genuinely bothered him when he saw one of them doing something selfdestructive or making unwise decisions. He’d throw an arm around a
teenage guy and say something like, “Dude, can’t you see that what you’re
doing could possibly mess up the rest of your life?”
p. 108
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“Braveheart”: Not Everyone Experiences True Life
The movie Braveheart tells the story of how a common man named William
Wallace (Mel Gibson) leads Scotland to freedom from English rule.
At the end of the movie, Wallace has been betrayed to the English and sits in
prison awaiting execution. The Princess of Wales, who wants to free him,
comes to his cell. She asks if there is any way he could recant his rebellion to
save his life. Submitting to the English king would spare him torture and
death.
Wallace sees clearly what is at stake, and he stands his ground without
shame.
The princess says, “I come to beg you to confess all and swear allegiance to
the king so that he may show you mercy.”
Wallace says, “If I swear to him, all that I am is dead already.”
Weeping, the princess says, “You will die. It will be awful.”
“Every man dies. Not every man really lives,” Wallace replies.
Elapsed time: Measured from the beginning of the opening credit, this scene begins at
2:31:40 and ends at 2:32:53 (scene 18 on DVD).
Content: Braveheart is rated R for violence and sexuality.

Citation: Braveheart (20th Century Fox, 1995), rated R, written by Randall Wallace,
directed by Mel Gibson; submitted by Bill White, Paramount, California

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
2 Corinthians 6:17, 18
“Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord.
“And do not touch what is unclean; And I will welcome you. And I will
be a father to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” Says
the Lord Almighty.
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Romans 12:1, 2 (Phillips)
With eyes wide open to the mercies of God, I beg you, my brothers, as
an act of intelligent worship, to give him your bodies, as a living
sacrifice, consecrated to him and acceptable by him. Don’t let the
world around you squeeze you into its own mould, but let God re-mould
your minds from within, so that you may prove in practice that the
plan of God for you is good, meets all his demands and moves towards
the goal of true maturity.
Hebrews 11:24-26 (Phillips)
It was also by faith that Moses himself when grown up refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He preferred sharing the burden
of God’s people to enjoying the temporary advantages of alliance with a
sinful nation. He considered the “reproach of Christ” more precious
than all the wealth of Egypt, for he looked steadily at the ultimate, not
the immediate, reward.
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v. 9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel,

Peterson paraphrases verse 9:
The head of the palace staff, by God’s grace, liked Daniel . . .
p. 1581
“NOW GOD HAD CAUSED THE OFFICIAL,” Ashpenaz, to do
TWO THINGS:
1.

“TO SHOW FAVOR” and

2.

“SYMPATHY TO DANIEL.”

This is the SECOND TIME in our passage that the Lord is involved in some
very obvious happenings.
We read back in verse 2:
“And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand.”
“NOW GOD HAD CAUSED THE OFFICIAL TO SHOW FAVOR AND
SYMPATHY TO DANIEL.”
Deuteronomy 3:24
“O Sovereign Lord, you have begun to show to your servant your
greatness and your strong hand. For what god is there in heaven or on
earth who can do the deeds and mighty works you do?
Proverbs 16:7
When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, he makes even his
enemies live at peace with him.
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Genesis 39:21-23
the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him
favor in the eyes of the prison warden. So the warden put Joseph in
charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for
all that was done there. The warden paid no attention to anything
under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave him
success in whatever he did.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 9-14:
Daniel had trusted his situation to God who intervened on Daniel’s
behalf to move the official’s heart to show favor (. . . “loyal love”) and
sympathy (. . . “compassion”) . . .
p. 1331

Lucas observes:
Here, as in vv. 2 and 17, God is seen to be involved at crucial points in
the story. In each case, God acts by giving something to someone. These are
not ‘miraculous’ interventions in the popular sense of the word. What is
being referred to in these verses is the providence of God working ‘behind the
scenes’.
p. 55

Fyall says:
Verses 9 shows how God not only overrules the great issues of the rise
and fall of empires but is intimately concerned with everyday matters.
p. 25
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Showers says:
God sovereignly honored their stand. He moved their supervisor to
grant the test. At the end of the ten days the four Jewish youths were more
healthy in appearance than the others. As a result, they were excused from
the requirement of eating the king’s fare.
p. 7

(When Life and Beliefs Collide by Carolyn Custis James) Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan. Copyright – Carolyn C. James, 2001.
The paradox we are wrestling with now is that God’s good purposes, his
hidden will, are preserved and advanced even when the devil takes a hand in
our lives, when we fall into the hands of other people, or when we, with our
own two hands, pull our lives crashing down around our ears.
p. 85

(The Name by Franklin Graham) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright –
Franklin Graham, 2002.
In the midst of the thrill, I happened to notice another little boy open
his box and quickly put the lid back on. He sat there with blue lips, shivering
in the cold room. None of the children had warm clothing, certainly no hats
or heavy coats. I went over thinking that he must have gotten a mismarked
box; possibly for a girl; or perhaps there was little inside. I walked over to
him and examined the box as the young boy’s eyes followed my every move.
As I lifted the lid, a T-shirt covered the rest of the contents, but it did not
appear to have any toys, or anything else, that would excite a kid. But when
I lifted the t-shirt, hidden underneath was a fleece-lined leather jacket.
When I pulled it from the oversized shoebox and shook it out, the boy’s eyes
doubled in size. Quivering from the chills, he could hardly control his
emotions. I unbuttoned the jacked and helped him put it on
. . . it was a perfect fit. How did God know? These boxes had been packed by
German Christians and sent from our office in Berlin. I believe that a family
in Germany had been touched by God to put a leather jacket in that shoebox.
Why? For a little boy in Kosovo—a direct result of the prayers of God’s
people.
p. 149
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v. 10 but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has
assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse
than the other young men your age? The king would then have my
head because of you.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 10:
but he warned him, “I’m afraid of what my master the king will do.
He is the one who assigned this diet and if he sees that you are not as
healthy as the rest, he’ll have my head!’
p. 1581
Ashpenaz has TWO THINGS to say in response to this request:
1.

“I AM AFRAID” and

2.

“WHY?”

“WHY SHOULD HE SEE YOU LOOKING WORSE THAN THE OTHER
YOUNG MEN YOUR AGE?”
I COULD PAY FOR THIS WITH MY LIFE!
When you see the kind of tyrant that Nebuchadnezzar is, you can understand
why Ashpenaz would be filled with anxiety and fear. The possibility of
paying with his life would be very real.
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v. 11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah,

Peterson paraphrases verse 11:
But Daniel appealed to a steward who had been assigned by the head
of the palace staff to be in charge of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah:
p. 1581

Gangel says:
Well, Daniel tried; now it was probably time to shut up and get with
the program. Not likely—that was not Daniel’s style. He simply moved to
Plan B, a test run on a vegetarian diet. This appeal did not go to Ashpenaz
but to the guard whom the chief official had appointed.
p. 23
In these next two verses, verses 12 & 13, we have DANIEL’S PROPOSAL
that he makes to the guard who had been appointed over them by Ashpenaz.
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v. 12 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables
to eat and water to drink.
v. 13 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the
royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
When Daniel’s request seemed to have been denied by the chief official
. . . Daniel approached the guard whom Ashpenaz placed over the four youths
and requested a 10-day trial period . . .
p. 1331
His request is for VEGETABLES which literally means, “SOWN THINGS.”
It may also include GRAINS. In the Law, there were no vegetables that were
unclean.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary continues:
Since the guard was under the chief official’s authority he must have
acted not on his own, but with permission from Ashpenaz. This indicates
that God intervenes on behalf of those who trust Him, and protects and
preserves those who obey Him, even under pagan rule.
p. 1331
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Peterson paraphrases verses 12:
“Try us out for ten days on a simple diet of vegetables and water.
p. 1581

Peterson paraphrases verse 13:
Then compare us with the young men who eat from the royal menu.
Make your decision on the basis of what you see.”
p. 1581

Lucas says:
The ‘ten’ days of the test is probably just a round number, not a symbolic one.
It is short enough not to rouse suspicion of outright defiance, but long enough
for the effects to show.
p. 55

(14,000 Quips and Quotes: A Collection of Motivational Thoughts and
Humorous One-Liners Categorized for Ease of Use by E. C. McKenzie)
Peabody, MA: Hendrikson Publishers, Inc. Copyright – Baker Book
House Co., 1980.
There are four steps to accomplishment: Plan purposefully. Prepare
prayerfully. Proceed positively. Pursue persistently.
p. 390
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v. 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.

The word “SO” points to the AFFIRMATIVE RESPONSE of Ashpenaz and
the guard.

Peterson paraphrases verse 14:

The steward agreed to do it and fed them vegetables and water for ten
days.
p. 1581
There are TWO THINGS that they do here:
1.

“AGREED” and

2.

“TESTED THEM FOR TEN DAYS.”

You can truly see in the whole scenario here at the end of this chapter that
GOD IS WORKING BEHIND THE SCENES.
It truly is a GOD THING!
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v. 15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished
than any of the young men who ate the royal food.

Peterson paraphrases verse 15:
At the end of the ten days they looked better and more robust than all
the others who had been eating from the royal menu.
p. 1581
At the end of the TEN DAYS, there are TWO THINGS that are being said
about them:
1.

“THEY LOOKED HEALTHIER” and

2.

“[THEY WERE] BETER NOURISHED.”

Gangel says:
No surprise here. When people take a stand for God and follow the principles
of his Word, they will always pass the test with flying colors.
p. 24
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v. 16 So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to
drink and gave them vegetables instead.

Peterson paraphrases verse 16:
So the steward continued to exempt them from the royal menu of food
and drink and served them only vegetables.
pp. 1581-2
Here we have another GOD THING! The little word “so” back in verse 14
was the FIRST GOD THING:
“So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.”
Now, here in verse 16, we have another GOD THING:
“SO THE GUARD TOOK AWAY THEIR CHOICE FOOD AND THE
WINE THEY WERE TO DRINK AND GAVE THEM VEGETABLES
INSTEAD.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 15 & 16 and then says:
THE RESULT (1:15-16)
. . . Also this shows that God blesses those who obey His commands and
prospers those who trust Him.
p. 1331
Haskell says:
Daniel and his companions gained the victory on the point of appetite. This
was the avenue, and the only one, through which Satan was permitted to
tempt Adam; and, had Adam proved true in the garden of Eden, and not
eaten of the forbidden fruit, sin and suffering would never have been known.
Appetite was the open door through which came all the results of sin, which,
for six thousand years, have been so manifest in the human family.
pp. 23-24
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v. 17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all
kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions
and dreams of all kinds.

Peterson paraphrases verse 17:
God gave these four young men knowledge and skill in both books and
life. In addition, Daniel was gifted in understanding all sorts of visions
and dreams.
p. 1582
Once again, here in this seventeenth verse, we see the LORD INVOLVED
BEHIND THE SCENES.
This is the THIRD TIME in chapter 1 that we have seen HIS
INTERVENTION:
1.

verse 2—“And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into
his hand [that is Nebuchadnezzar],”

2.

verse 9—“Now God had caused the official to show favor and
sympathy to Daniel,” and

3.

verse 17—“TO THESE FOUR YOUNG MEN GOD GAVE”
SOME GIFTS.

These gifts were:
1.

“KNOWLEDGE,”

2.

“UNDERSTANDING OF ALL KINDS OF LITERATURE AND
LEARNING.” Specifically for Daniel, he “COULD
UNDERSTAND VISIONS AND DREAMS OF ALL KINDS.”

This, of course, is provision for His FUTURE MINISTRY.
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You could say there are FOUR GIFTS here in verse 17:
1.

“KNOWLEDGE,”

2.

“UNDERSTANDING”—that understanding involves
“LITERATURE AND LEARNING,”

3.

“VISIONS,” and

4.

“DREAMS OF ALL KINDS.”

Isaiah 50:4, 5 (NLT)
The Sovereign LORD has given me his words of wisdom, so that I
know what to say to all these weary ones. Morning by morning he
wakens me and opens my understanding to his will. The Sovereign
LORD has spoken to me, and I have listened. I do not rebel or turn
away.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles the remaining verses and then says:
Daniels’ appointment (1:17-21)
These four . . . men being prepared by Nebuchadnezzar . . . were
actually being prepared by God. . . . “Knowledge” . . . [is] to think clearly and
logically. “Understanding” has to do with insight. This points up their
ability to discern the nature of things clearly and to interpret them in their
true light.
p. 1331
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Phillips & Vines say:
God says, “Them that honor me I will honor” (1 Samuel 2:30). Daniel’s
decision was an honored decision.
a. Spiritual Revelation (1:17). How did God honor Daniel and his friends?
“As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning
and wisdom.” Learning is the acquisition of facts; wisdom is the ability to use
those facts.
Those young men were studying difficult subjects at the University of
Babylon. God honored their decision to be true to him by giving them
learning and wisdom, knowledge and skill. He gave them discernment. They
were able to take full advantage of their education. God allowed it to make
sense.
p. 32

Miller says:
“God gave” gifts to these young men for their faithfulness. All abilities
and gifts ultimately come from the Lord, who is the source of all blessings . . .
Each of the four youths received the gift of keen intellectual ability, but the
writer points out that Daniel had a special gift not possessed by the others.
“And Daniel” might better be translated “but Daniel,” presenting a sharp
contrast between Daniel and the other three boys. The young prophet was
miraculously endowed with a gift highly prized in that day, especially in
Babylon—the ability to “understand” all kinds of “visions and dreams.”
p. 70
James 1:17
Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or
shifting shadow.
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Longman says:
FOR THE THIRD time in the chapter, we read that God gave something to
someone. In 1:2, he gave Jehoiakim and Jerusalem to Nebuchadnezzar. In
1:9, God gave the chief official sympathy toward Daniel and his friends. Now
(v. 17) we read that God gave the four Judeans “knowledge and
understanding.” Of course, Nebuchadnezzar and those involved in their
education would take credit for their brilliance, but Daniel and the others
would know to whom the credit was due.
p. 54

(Cosbyology: Essays and Observations from the Doctor of Comedy by Bill
Cosby) New York, NY: Hyperion. Copyright – William H. Cosby, Jr.,
2001.
One day in debate class—I was at Temple University—the professor
asked the students to come up with a position on a certain question and then
defend that position. The question was: Is the glass half full or half empty?
Now, this question seemed unanswerable. All my studying, all the
books I read, all the education I had received couldn’t help me. My way of
approaching the problem was to say the glass was both half full and half
empty. But the professor had told us to take a position one way or the other
and be prepared to debate it. I thought about it the rest of the day but
nothing came to me.
So I went home that night—and my grandmother was there—and she
saw me concentrating and so she asked me what was the matter.
“I’m supposed to figure out if the glass is half full or half empty,” I told
her.
Without a moment’s hesitation, in a split second, my grandmother
shrugged and said: “It depends on if you’re drinking or pouring.”
pp. 136-7
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GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US
One winter in 1931, I came down to breakfast and found the table empty. It
was cold outside. The worst blizzard on record had paralyzed the city. No
cars were out. The snow had drifted up two stories high against our house,
blackening the windows.
“Daddy, what’s happening?” I asked.
I was six years old. Gently Dad told me our fuel and food supplies were
exhausted. He’d just put the last piece of coal on the fire. Mother had eight
ounces of milk left for my baby brother Tom. After that—nothing.
“So what are we going to eat?” I asked.
“We’ll have our devotions first, John Edmund,” he said, in a voice that told
me I should not ask questions.
My father was a pastor. As a Christian he’d been chased out of his Syrian
homeland. He arrived as a teenager in the United States with no money and
barely a word of English—nothing but his vocation to preach. He knew
hardship of a kind few see today. Yet my parents consistently gave away at
least 10 percent of their income, and no one but God ever knew when we were
in financial need.
That morning, Dad read the scriptures as usual, and afterwards we knelt for
prayer. He prayed earnestly for the family, for our relatives and friends, for
those he called the “missionaries of the cross” and those in the city who’d
endured the blizzard without adequate shelter.
Then he prayed something like this: “Lord, Thou knowest we have no more
coal to burn. If it can please Thee, send us some fuel. If not, Thy will be
done—we thank Thee for warm clothes and bed covers, which will keep us
comfortable, even without the fire. Also, Thou knowest we have no food
accept milk for Baby Thomas. If it can please Thee . . .”
For someone facing bitter cold and hunger, he was remarkably calm.
Nothing deflected him from completing the family devotions—not even the
clamor we now heard beyond the muffling wall of snow.
Finally someone pounded on the door. The visitor had cleared the snow off
the windowpane, and we saw his face peering in.
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“Your door’s iced up,” he yelled. “I can’t open it.”
The devotions over, Dad jumped up. He pulled; the man pushed. When the
door suddenly gave, an avalanche of snow fell into the entrance hall. I didn’t
recognize the man, and I don’t think Dad did either because he said politely,
“Can I help you?”
The man explained he was a farmer who’d heard Dad preach in Allegan three
years earlier.
“I awakened at four o’clock this morning,” he said, “and I couldn’t get you out
of my mind. The truck was stuck in the garage, so I harnessed the horses to
the sleigh and came over.”
“Well, please come in,” my father said. On any other occasion, he’d have
added, “And have some breakfast with us.” But, of course, today there was
no breakfast.
The man thanked him. And then—to our astonishment—he plucked a large
box off the sleigh. More than sixty years later, I can see that box as clear as
yesterday. It contained milk, eggs, butter, pork chops, grain, homemade
bread and a host of other things. When the farmer had delivered the box, he
went back out and got a cord of wood. Finally, after a very hearty breakfast,
he insisted Dad take a ten-dollar bill.
Almost every day Dad reminded us that “God is the Provider.” And my
experience throughout adult life has confirmed it.
“I have never seen the righteous forsaken nor their children begging bread.”
(Psalm 37:25)
The Bible said it. But Dad and Mom showed me it was true.
By John Edmund Haggai
Reprinted by permission of John Edmund Haggai © 1999, from Chicken Soup for the
Christian Family Soul by Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, Patty Aubery and Nancy
Mitchell Autio.

(Received via e-mail from Tammy Lively, September 16, 2001)
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v. 18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official
presented them to Nebuchadnezzar.

Peterson paraphrases verse 18:
At the end of the time set by the king for their training, the head of the
royal staff brought them in to Nebuchadnezzar.
p. 1582
Our verse begins with the phrase:
“AT THE END OF THE TIME.”
This TAKES US BACK to verse 5:
“They were to be trained for three years.”
Now they have completed the THREE-YEAR COURSE and we are ready for
GRADUATION.
ASHPENAZ PRESENTS THE CANDIDATES TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR.
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v. 19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service.

Peterson paraphrases verse 19:
When the king interviewed them, he found them far superior to all the
other young men. None were a match for Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah. And so they took their place in the king’s service.
p. 1582
For the THIRD TIME here we have the little word “SO,” which indicates a
GOD THING once more:
“SO THEY ENTERED THE KING’S SERVICE.”
1.

verse 14—“So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days,”

2.

verse 16—“So the guard took away their food and the wine they
were to drink and gave them vegetables instead,” and now

3.

verse 19—having successfully completed their course and
oral exams with Nebuchadnezzar (another GOD THING)
“SO THEY ENTERED THE KING’S SERVICE.”

Gangel says:
We certainly would not go wrong to apply the principles of this chapter
to our own relationship to the King of Kings and our responsibilities in his
service. He selects us, he equips us, he clears away barriers to our service,
and he rewards and blesses our obedience to the principles of his Word.
p. 26
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v. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king
questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the
magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.

Peterson paraphrases verse 20
Whenever the king consulted them on anything, on books or on life, he
found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in
his kingdom put together.
p. 1582

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
“Ten times” is an idiom meaning “many times” . . .
p. 1332
Back in verse 19 the king:
“found none equal.”
Now, in verse 20, the king:
“FOUND THEM TEN TIMES BETTER THAN ALL THE MAGICIANS
AND ENCHANTERS IN HIS WHOLE KINGDOM.”
The words “WISDOM” and “UNDERSTANDING” here in verse 20 remind
us of:
1 Corinthians 1:18, 19
For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And the cleverness of the clever
I will set aside.”
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Campbell says:
Beyond the fact that Daniel and his friends had excellent Babylonian
tutors, is the clear evidence that God had intervened once again to do
something special in their lives (vv. 2, 9, 17). As the man of God had said to
Eli many years before, “them that honor Me I will honor” (1 Sam. 2:30).
Daniel might well have prayed in the words of the psalmist: “Thou
through Thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for
they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers; for
Thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than the ancients,
because I keep Thy precepts” (Ps. 119:98-100).
p. 13

(Just Give Me Jesus by Anne Graham Lotz) Nashville, TN: W Publishing
Group / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Anne Graham Lotz, 2000.
Remember the servants at the wedding in Cana? They had the thrill
of knowing firsthand that water went into the pitcher, but wine came out!
They had the unparalleled experience of participating in a miracle! Could
you be in danger of missing the thrilling blessing of participating with God in
a miracle because, for whatever reason, you won’t give Him all that you have?
The disciples did not know it at the time, but they were on the verge of
participating in a miracle because they gave Jesus everything.
p. 144
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v. 21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus.

Peterson paraphrases verse 21
Daniel continued in the king’s service until the first year in the reign of
King Cyrus.
p. 1582

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Daniel’s ministry in the royal court of Babylon continued until the
overthrow of the Babylonian Empire by Cyrus in 539 B.C. . . . (1 Sam. 2:30)
. . . obedience brings blessing . . . righteousness is a prerequisite for . . .
covenanted blessings.
p. 1332

Phillips & Vines say:
Note the reference to Cyrus, the first Persian emperor. It was he who
wrote the decree that released the Jews from bondage and allowed them to
return to their land. The first chapter of Ezra tells about that. It’s possible
that Daniel’s last official act was to prepare the papers releasing his people
from Babylonian bondage.
p. 34

Showers says:
Thus, the verse is saying that Daniel survived the entire Babylonian rule in
spite of all the oriental intrigue of that rule. This again is a testimony to
God’s sovereignty.
p. 8
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CONCLUSION:
Gangel prays:

Father, grant us the courage and wisdom of Daniel. May we be
obedient and faithful in any situation into which your providence might take
us. Grant that our uncompromising spirituality will be evident to all who
know us so that they will be drawn to our Savior. Amen.
p. 29

Spurgeon says:
If there is a happier man beneath the skies than I am, I will not change
places with him, for I am perfectly satisfied to take things as they come to
me, and I am glad that he has more to rejoice in than I have. Yet I am sure I
do not know what he has that I have not. I have God in heaven, I have God
on earth, my heart is filled with an intense satisfaction in the firm conviction
that what I believe is true, and that what I preach to you is true. I am ready
to stand before the judgment-seat to give an account of what I have preached.
p. 357

Wiersbe says:
When everything in your life is upset and you find yourself in new
circumstances that you cannot control, let the Lord take over and work out
the plan He has in mind. If your heart is right with Him, His hand will work
for you.

Dare to Be a Daniel
Dare to be a Daniel,
Dare to stand alone!
Dare to have a purpose firm!
Dare to make it known!
p. 560

Philip P. Bliss
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What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: God is sovereignly in control of all things and is continuously
working behind the scenes to the full accomplishment of His purpose.
LESSON #2: It is the Lord who gave Nebuchadnezzar the victory over
Jehoiakim, king of Judah.
LESSON #3: The candidates for the king’s service must have the following six
qualifications: (1) “without any physical defect”; (2) “handsome”;
(3) “showing aptitude for every kind of learning”; (4) “well informed”;
(5) “quick to understand”; and (6) “qualified to serve” (verse 4).
LESSON #4: “Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and
wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself
this way” (verse 8).
LESSON #5: Are you a conformer or a transformer?
LESSON #6: Are you a thermostat or a thermometer?
LESSON #7: God worked in the heart of Ashpenaz so that he did two things
for Daniel: (1) he showed “favor”; and (2) “sympathy” to Daniel (verse 9).
LESSON #8: There are three God-things that we need to remember: (1) “So he
agreed to this and tested them for ten days” (verse 14); (2) “So the guard
took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them
vegetables instead” (verse 16); and (3) “so they entered the king’s service”
(verse 19).
LESSON #9: God is in the business of providing for a ministry by giving gifts to
those who lead and serve.
LESSON #10: God’s gifts included: “knowledge and understanding of all kinds
of literature and learning . . . and . . . visions and dreams” (verse 17).
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Rydelnik, in Prophecy in Light of Today, says:
As a child I loved to watch the old Superman television show.
I watched every episode. When my son was a young boy, he also fell in love
with the show, then appearing on a station that specialized in “classic” old
television programs. He and I would sit and watch the reruns together. It
seemed that in every other episode some bad guy would try to use kryptonite
to endanger Superman’s life. When my young son would see this, he would
get distressed and anxious. I would then assure him that everything would
turn out well. “How do you know, Dad?” he would ask in a worried voice. My
answer was that I had seen this episode before, so I knew how it would end.
Superman would survive . . . and would win! Nevertheless, my son would
worry, even though an authoritative source (his very own dad!) had assured
him of the end of the story. He would look at the tough circumstances
Superman faced instead of a true certainty of how the show would end.
We make the same mistake when we look at the circumstances of
September 11, or anthrax scares, or the battles that rage in Israel. The world
looks bleak today and, according to the Scriptures, it will look even bleaker
for Israel in that future Day of the Lord. We could become anxious if we only
looked at circumstances, but we know how the show will end. An
authoritative and true source (the Bible) has told us how history will unfold.
In the end, the Messiah Jesus will return, defend His people, and establish
His righteous kingdom. Even as we watch events unfolding at “Ground
Zero,” we can have hope as long as we remain focused on the good certainties
of God’s Word rather than the evil circumstances of our times.
p. 53
In the same book, Dr. Samuel Naaman says:
Before you become too discouraged, remember that God is in control.
If you watch events in the Middle East or study the goals of Islamic
fundamentalism, it would be easy for you to conclude that everything in the
world is falling apart. But that is not true. God still rules from heaven . . .
and His plan for the world is still being accomplished.
p. 66
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Dr. Naaman says finally:
September 11 has opened many doors into the Muslim community.
Large numbers of Muslims reacted with horror to those awful deeds
committed in the name of their religion. And it has caused some to question
the “truths” on which Islam is founded. This is the ideal time for Christians
to reach out and display the unique message of love, forgiveness, and freedom
that can only be found in Jesus Christ.
p. 67

Jeremiah says:
Both the Old and New Testaments are filled with promises concerning the
return of Messiah to this earth.
I’ve done my homework on this! There are 1,845 references to that
event in the Old Testament; a total of seventeen Old Testament books give it
prominence. Of the 216 chapters in the New Testament, there are 318
references to the Second Coming, or one out of every thirty verses. Twentythree of the twenty-seven New Testament books refer to this great event.
The four books that do not refer to it are single-chapter letters written to
individual persons on a particular subject. The fourth is the book of
Galatians, which does not specifically mention the coming of Christ, but
certainly implies it. For every biblical prophecy on the first coming of Christ,
there are eight concerning His second coming.
pp. 81-82
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In the Road to Armageddon, Swindoll says:
Principle number thee. Fix your eyes on your heavenly reward instead
of earthly allurements. I’m especially fond of the works of C.S. Lewis, as
many of you are. I came across a fine statement from his pen that I had not
heard before. “It is the second coming of Christ that is the medicine our
condition especially needs,” writes Lewis. “We must never speak to simple,
excitable people about the day [the day Christ comes] without emphasizing
again and again our current situation. The great things to be found at one’s
post as a child of God, living each day as though it were our last, but
planning as though our world might last a hundred years.”
Do you get that? “Living each day as if it were our last, but planning
as though our world might last a hundred years.” When we do that, we don’t
have to get ready. We stay ready.
pp. 19-20
The CRITICAL ISSUE that is before us now is:
Are we willing to totally surrender to His sovereignty?
Are you willing to allow Him to have total and complete control in your
life, yielding everything up to Him?
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SURRENDER
Better in bitterest agony to lie,
Before thy throne,
Than through much increase to be lifted up on high,
And stand alone.
Yet best—the need that broke me at thy feet,
In voiceless prayer,
And cast my chastened heart, a sacrifice complete,
Upon thy care.
—JOHN OXENHAM (1861-1941)
God can make you anything you want to be, but you have to put everything in
his hands.
—MAHALIA JACKSON (1911-1972)
If you don’t surrender to Christ, you surrender to chaos.
—E. STANLEY JONES (1884-1973)
If you make a compromise with surrender, you can remain interested in the
abundant life, all the riches of freedom, love, and peace, but it is the same as
looking at a display in a shop window. You look through the window but do
not go in and buy. You will not pay the price—surrender.
—E. STANLEY JONES (1884-1973)
Make me a captive, Lord,
And then I shall be free;
Force me to render up my sword,
And I shall conqueror be.
I sink in life’s alarms
When by myself I stand;
Imprison me within thine arms,
And strong shall be my hand.

—GEORGE MATHESON (1842-1906)

Surrender not only what the Lord does to you, but surrender your reaction to
what he does.
—MADAME JEANNE MARIE DE LA MOTHE GUYON (1648-1717)
The greatness of a man’s power is the measure of his surrender.
—WILLIAM BOOTH (1829-1912)
(QuickVerse 6.0)
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SURRENDER
The man who surrenders to Christ exchanges a cruel slave driver for a kind
and gentle Master whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light.
—A. W. TOZER (1897-1963)
The reason why many are still troubled, still seeking, still making little
forward progress is because they have not yet come to the end of themselves.
We are still giving some of the orders, and we are still interfering with God’s
working within us.
—A. W. TOZER (1897-1963)
The tendency is strong to say, “O God won’t be so stern as to expect me to
give up that!” but he will; “He won’t expect me to walk in the light so that I
have nothing to hide,” but he will; “He won’t expect me to draw on his grace
for everything,” but he will.
—OSWALD CHAMBERS (1874-1917)
To take all that we are and have and hand it over to God may not be easy;
but it can be done, and when it is done, the world has in it one less candidate
for misery.
—PAUL E. SCHERER (1892-1969)
We say we must do all we can. Jesus says we must let God do all we can.
—OSWALD CHAMBERS (1874-1917)
(QuickVerse 6.0)
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Salvation Given, Not Earned
One ad for the U.S. Marines pictures a sword, and beneath it the words:
“Earned, not given.” If you want to become a Marine, be prepared to earn
that name through sacrifice, hardship, and training. If you get it, you
deserve it.
But if you want to become a Christian, you must have the exact opposite
attitude, for the message of the gospel is: “Given, not earned.”
You cannot save your own soul, and God will not save anyone who tries to
earn salvation, but only those who will humbly receive it as a gift through
faith in Jesus Christ. If you get it, you absolutely did not deserve it.
Citation: Craig Brian Larson, editor, Preaching Today.com
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

(Jesus Loves Me: Celebrating the Profound Truths of a Simple Hymn by
Calvin Miller) New York, NY: Warner Books. Copyright – Calvin
Miller, 2002.
I’m a fan of the comic strip B.C. precisely because the artist, Johnny
Hart, is forever asking theological questions for which few, if any of us have a
very satisfactory answer. In one of his cartoons Wiley is under a primeval
tree with his stone wax tablet writing his puzzlement over our natural
propensity to sin:

Why do people go to the trouble
Why do they bust someone’s bubble
When they know it comes back to them double
Why do we go to the trouble to hurt
Someone we actually love . . .
Why can’t we overlook others’ mistakes
We’ve all surely been there before
Love and forgiveness is all that it takes
To book Satan’s rear out the door.2
2. Johnny Hart, B.C., syndicated, 19 August 1990.

pp. 172-3
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(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL:
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.
Mercifully, we are dealing with a Creator who is not only sovereign,
but also compassionate. God knew that if we tried to run our own lives, we
would reap misery and conflict, and that our drive to be in control would
render us hopelessly enslaved and would ultimately destroy us. He knew
that the only hope for man was through surrender.
p. 37
Betty Scott grew up in China, where her parents were missionaries.
She retuned to the United States at the age of seventeen for her last year of
high school, followed by college and Bible institute. During those years Betty
penned a prayer that has become the petition of many other believers who
long to live a life of unconditional surrender to Jesus as Lord:
Lord, I give up my own plans and purposes, all my own desires, hopes
and ambitions, and I accept Thy will for my life. I give up myself, my
life, my all, utterly to Thee, to be Thine forever. I hand over to Thy
keeping all of my friendships; all the people whom I love are to take
second place in my heart. Fill me now and seal me with Thy Spirit.
Work out Thy whole will in my life at any cost, for to me to live is
Christ. Amen.
After completing her schooling, Betty returned to China to serve with
the China Inland Mission. Two years later, in October of 1933, she married
John Stam, also a CIM worker. In December of 1934, just weeks after the
birth of their baby girl, John and Betty were taken hostage by hostile
Communist soldiers, and within a few days were beheaded. Betty was
twenty-eight years old.
When she wrote, “Work out Thy whole will in my life at any cost,” she
had no way of knowing what full surrender would cost her. Although some
might consider the cost exorbitant, I am confident that Betty, having laid
down her life for Christ, would not think the price too high.
pp. 62-63
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(The Power of Crying Out: When Prayer Becomes Mighty by Bill Gothard)
Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Institute in Basic Life Principles,
Inc., 2002.
David says, “In the day when I cried out, You answered me, and made
me bold with strength in my soul.” God wants us to cry out to Him for the
strength of soul available through His Spirit to break the bonds of
unrighteousness in our lives.
p. 48

(The Preces Privatae of Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester selections
from the translation by F. E. Brightman) London: Methuen & Co. Ltd.
Copyright – unknown, 1920.
Let the power of the Father shepherd me:
the wisdom of the Son enlighten me:
the operation of the Spirit quicken me.

Commendation
Preserve my soul,
stablish my body,
upraise my senses,
direct my conversation,
compose my manners,
bless my actions,
perfect my prayers,
inspire holy meditations;
the sins done aforetime forgive,
the present correct,
the future
prevent.
p. 103
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These are some of the ISSUES THAT I AM DEALING WITH IN MY OWN
DEVOTIONAL LIFE and I trust will be helpful for you to reflect upon as we
conclude this study. I often pray:
In issue at the beginning of this new day are my EYES, my EARS,
my MIND, my TONGUE, my HANDS, and my FEET. I give them
afresh to You this morning as instruments to be used in Your service.
Romans 6:13 (KJV)
Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
Psalm 119:32
I run in the path of your commands,
for you have set my heart free.
Lord, work with me until I am so dependant on the Holy Spirit that at the
first sign of trouble, I turn to You.
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