
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Practical Study of DANIEL 
 

PART II 
 

SESSION #10:  Daniel 5:13-31 
 

 
TEXT: 
 
v. 13 So Daniel was brought before the king, and the king said to him, “Are 
you Daniel, one of the exiles my father the king brought from Judah? 
v. 14 I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you have 
insight, intelligence and outstanding wisdom. 
v. 15 The wise men and enchanters were brought before me to read this 
writing and tell me what it means, but they could not explain it. 
v. 16 Now I have heard that you are able to give interpretations and to solve 
difficult problems.  If you can read this writing and tell me what it means, 
you will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around your neck, 
and you will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.” 
v. 17 Then Daniel answered the king, “You may keep your gifts for yourself 
and give your rewards to someone else.  Nevertheless, I will read the writing 
for the king and tell him what it means. 
v. 18 “O king, the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar 
sovereignty and greatness and glory and splendor. 
v. 19 Because of the high position he gave him, all the peoples and nations 
and men of every language dreaded and feared him.  Those the king wanted 
to put to death, he put to death; those he wanted to spare, he spared; those he 
wanted to promote, he promoted; and those he wanted to humble, he 
humbled. 
v. 20 But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with pride, he was 
deposed from his royal throne and stripped of his glory. 
v. 21 He was driven away from people and given the mind of an animal; he 
lived with the wild donkeys and ate grass like cattle; and his body was 
drenched with the dew of heaven, until he acknowledged that the Most High 
God is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and sets over them anyone he 
wishes. 
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v. 22 “But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, though you 
knew all this. 
v. 23 Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven.  You had 
the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your 
wives and your concubines drank wine from them.  You praised the gods of 
silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or 
understand.  But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life 
and all your ways. 
v. 24 Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription. 
v. 25 “This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 
PARSIN 
v. 26 “This is what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the days of 
your reign and brought it to an end. 
v. 27 Tekel: You have  been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 
v. 28 Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 
v. 29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold 
chain was placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest 
ruler in the kingdom. 
v. 30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, 
v. 31 and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 
(Life Lifters: Moments of Inspiration for Living Life Better by Zig Ziglar) 

Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman. Copyright – Zig Ziglar, 2003.  
 

Since I am a speaker, I can relate to this story.  As an after-dinner 
speaker, a man bit down on an olive seed and broke his dental plate.  The 
fellow seated next to him said, “Perhaps I can help.”  He reached in his pocket 
and pulled out some dentures, but they were too large.  A second set of 
dentures was too small.  The third set was a perfect fit.  The speaker, with 
much gratitude, said, “I thought I was really in trouble when I broke my 
teeth!  How fortunate can you get, to be seated next to a dentist?” 

His benefactor smiled and said, “I’m not a dentist.  I’m an undertaker.” 
p. 61 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 4 

(Horsesense & Nonsense by LeRoy Jones) Lindale, TX: Self-Published. 
Copyright – LeRoy Jones 1992.  

 
The Day Of The Cowboy 

 
“Now this new western trend” 

said a man to his friend 
“Is just more than a fellow can stand, 
For they put it in rhyme when they speak of a time 
That the cowboy would live off the land. 
When it’s easy to see, and I think you’ll agree 
That this cowboying thing will not last. 
Oh, it might have been fun, but it’s over and done, 
And the day of the cowboy is past.” 
 
Then the Yuppie replied to the friend at his side 
That this new generation somehow 
Seemed to him quite adept and would never accept 
That a man spend his time tending cows. 
For the modern-day man with computer in hand 
And his prowess for using it well 
Puts his time in demand and has let him expand 
As he services his clientele. 
 
So the fortunes have smiled on technology’s child 
And has made his abilities vast. 
When you’re bound to succeed 

then there’s really no need 
To look back to the days of the past. 
And this poetry trend can be brought to an end, 
And the lifestyle they praise to the skies 
Can [be] then put to rest, and if I may suggest 
Then the cowboy can meet his demise. 
 
So I pondered and thought, “Is our life 

come to naught? 
Is the world really passing us by? 
Have we gone out of date, and will this be our fate 
That the way of the cowboy just die? 
Will the old western lore that we’ve laid up in store 
Simply fade from the minds of all men? 
Are we living so fast that the days of the past 
We don’t want to remember again?” 
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So I made me a vow, and I’m living it now. 
Just as long as the Lord gives me breath 
I will speak of those days and their pioneer ways 
Till my life has been swallowed in death. 
Or if I’m still alive, and my efforts survive 
When the Lord’s final trumpet shall sound, 
I can rest in the thought that the message 

I’ve brought 
Might have helped keep the cowboy around. 
 

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; 
in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth 
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

2 Peter 3:10 
 
Then, just like it would seem I was having a dream 
We all stood in the presence of God. 
Had been called from the earth, from the lands 

of our birth 
And from all the paths we had trod. 
I heard God as he spoke there to all of us folk, 
and he said as He sat on His throne, 
“Since the earth is no more you’ll live here 

on this shore.” 
But the day of the cowboy is gone. 

pp. 68-70 
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(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary 
by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright 
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.  

 
Beaten, severely:  
1. feel like I did a piñata imitation  
2. got beat so hard, the wax popped out of my ears (or my ears started 

smoking)  
3. got licked in spades [Spades are the highest rankling playing cards, thus 

anything in spades is the best or worst it can be.]  
4. beat so bad it took a week to get the sawdust out of my beard, which is a 

reference to the practice of putting sawdust on the floor of honky-tonks, 
where fights are not that uncommon  

5. hung my hide on a fence, which means you got beaten badly and everyone 
knows it  

6. kicked my butt so hard I could taste boot leather  
7. knocked me just this side of heaven  
8. knocked my toenails loose  
9. hit me so hard my liver turned a cartwheel  
10. gave me an all-world butt kickin’  
11. hit me so hard my kids will be born shaking  
12. pounded my head so far down I had to unzip my pants to blow my nose 
p. 25 
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“Smoking kills.  If you’re killed, you’ve lost a very important part of your life.” 
—Brooke Shields 

 
“Outside of the killings, Washington has one of the lowest crime rates in the 
country.” 

—Marion Barry 
 
“I’m not going to have some reporters pawing through our papers.  We are the 
President.”           —Hillary Clinton 
 
“Half this game is ninety percent mental.”        —Danny Ozark, 

manager of Philadelphia Phillies 
 
“It isn’t pollution that’s harming the environment.  It’s the impurities in our 
air and water that are doing it.”           —Al Gore 
 
“I love California.  I practically grew up in Phoenix.” 

—Dan Quayle 
 
“We’ve got to pause and ask ourselves: How much clean air do we need?” 

—Lee Iacocca 
 
“We don’t necessarily discriminate.  We simply exclude certain types of 
people.” 

—Colonel Gerald Wellman 
 
“If we don’t succeed, we run the risk of failure.”           —Bill Clinton 
 
“We are ready for an unforeseen event that may or may not occur.” 

—Al Gore 
 
“Traditionally, most of Australia’s imports come from overseas.” 

—Keppel Enderbery 
 
“Your food stamps will be stopped effective March 1992, because we received 
notice that you passed away.  May God bless you.  You may reapply if there is 
a change in your circumstances.” 

—State Department of Social Services, Greenville, South Carolina 
 
“If somebody has a bad heart, they can plug this jack in at night as they go to 
bed and it will monitor their heart throughout the night.  And the next 
morning, when they wake up dead, there’ll be a record.” 

—Mark S. Fowler 
 
(Received via e-mail 4/23/04 from unknown) 
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Attitudes of the Christian 
 
 A young coed had two problems common to many students: low grades 
and no money.  She was forced to communicate both to her parents, who she 
knew would have trouble understanding.  After considerable thought she 
used a creative approach to soften the blows of reality and wrote: 
 
 Dear Mom and Dad, 
 
 Just thought I’d drop you a note to clue you in on my plans.  I’ve fallen 
in love with a guy named Jim.  He quit high school after grade eleven to get 
married.  About a year ago he got a divorce. 
 We’ve been going steady for two months and plan to get married in the 
fall.  Until then, I’ve decided to move into his apartment (I think I might be 
pregnant). 
 At any rate, I dropped out of school last week, although I’d like to 
finish college sometime in the future. 
 
 On the next page, she continued: 
 
 “Mom and Dad, I just want you to know that everything I’ve written so 
far in this letter is false.  NONE of it is true. 
 But Mom and Dad, it IS true that I got a C in French and flunked 
Math.  It IS true that I’m going to need some more money for my tuition 
payments. 
 
 Even bad news can sound like good news if it is seen from a certain 
vantage point.  So much in life depends on “where you’re coming from” as you 
face your circumstances.  The secret in this case and in yours is perspective. 
 
(Parson’s Technology) 
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Humor: Going to Grandma’s 
 
I borrowed one of my four-year-old’s knapsacks when I cycled to our local post 
office one day.  
 
Outside the post office, I searched among the knapsack’s contents for the 
letters I wanted to mail, and became aware of an attractive man smiling at 
me.  Deciding that my figure must be reaping the benefits of exercise, I was 
flattered by his attention.  
 
The humbling truth then struck me—the knapsack’s bold lettering read: 
“GOING TO GRANDMA’S.” 
 

Citation: Brenda Hamilton, Nelson, B.C., Canada. Christian Reader, “Lite Fare.” 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 

Bus Stop Blues 
 
At a bus stop, my husband handed out bus fare to each member of our family 
except our four-year-old daughter, Nina.  Feeling left out, she asked, “What 
about me?!”  I explained, “Nina, you’re free.”  She then protested, saying, “No, 
Mommy!  I’m four!” 
 

Citation: Hiroko O’Leary, Japan. Today’s Christian Woman, “Small Talk.” 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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Firing God 
 
Of all the illusions and fantasies and farces of human history, the biggest 
mirage of all is what we call progress.  Just because we split the atom and are 
back from the moon, we’ve given God His walking papers.  We have decided 
we can work out our own salvation, and that science has the answer to sin. 
 

Citation: Vance Havner in On This Rock I Stand. Christianity Today, Vol. 30, no. 12. 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
In our study we have come to the end of chapter 5.  The scene of our study 
opens on a MID-OCTOBER NIGHT IN 539 B.C.  It is a very significant night 
because it is the final night of the Babylonian empire.   
 
 
With the coming of morning, the Persians will have been successful in the 
overthrow of the Babylonian empire by capturing the city of Babylon. 
 
 
BELSHAZZAR, the king of Babylon, will be DEAD BY MORNING. 
 
 
As we prepare to get into this study, it would be good for us to note that in 
these remaining verses in Daniel 5: 
 

BELSHAZZAR will be mentioned THIRTY-NINE TIMES, 
 
DANIEL—FIFTEEN TIMES,  
 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR—TWENTY-ONE TIMES, and 
 
THE LORD—TEN TIMES. 
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Even though the Persian troops are surrounding the seemingly invincible city 
of Babylon, Belshazzar has chosen to go ahead with the festival of celebration 
with all of his government officials. 
 
 
You will remember that while they were having their festivities, Belshazzar, 
somewhat intoxicated, commanded that the goblets from the Jerusalem 
Temple be brought and his wives, concubines and nobles drink wine from 
them while they were praising the gods of silver, gold, bronze, iron, wood and 
stone. 
 
 
This open act of defiance against the living God brought a response from 
heaven in a hand that wrote a message on the wall which got everyone’s 
attention.  But even the brain-trust was unable to interpret what was written 
there. 
 
 
The queen mother, arriving at the festivities, recommended to her grandson 
that he call upon Daniel to come and to interpret this writing. 
 
 
Now as the scene opens, Daniel has been summoned. 
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There are THREE PASSAGES I would like for us to meditate upon as we 
begin this next study in our series in Daniel. 
 
 
Jeremiah 27:6, 7 
 

Now I will hand all your countries over to my servant Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon; I will make even the wild animals subject to him.  All 
nations will serve him and his son and his grandson until the time for 
his land comes; then many nations and great kings will subjugate him.  

 
 
Belshazzar (being the grandson) this is the time for the Babylonian empire to 
fall. 
 
 
Isaiah 37:23 
 

Who is it you have insulted and blasphemed?  Against whom have you 
raised your voice and lifted your eyes in pride?  Against the Holy One 
of Israel!  

 
 
Isaiah 45:16 
 

All the makers of idols will be put to shame and disgraced; they will go 
off into disgrace together.  
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Sir Robert Anderson prepares us for what is coming in these verses: 
 
The scene on the fatal night of Belshazzar’s feast suggests that he had been 
then so long in retirement, that the young king-regent knew nothing of his 
fame.  But yet his fame was still so great with older men, that 
notwithstanding his failing years, he was once more called to the highest 
office by Darius, when the Median king became master of the broad-walled 
city. 
 But whether in prosperity or in retirement, he was true to the God of 
his fathers.  The years in which his childhood in Jerusalem was spent, though 
politically dark and troubled, were a period of the brightest spiritual revival 
by which his nation had ever been blessed, and he had carried with him to 
the court of Nebuchadnezzar a faith and piety that withstood all the adverse 
influences which abounded in such a sense. 
pp. 34-35 
 
 
 
Baxter says: 
 
There is gripping interest in the first six chapters of Daniel—the historical 
half of the book.  Point by point they have been assailed by our modern 
critics; and more than equally have they been vindicated by sounder scholars. 
p. 79 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
God had written them in their own language; but who could make sense of 
four apparently unrelated terms: “NUMBERED, NUMBERED, WEIGHED, 
DIVIDING”?  All instinctively recognized them as a message from the other 
world; but who could interpret the decree? 
 I think I see Belshazzar as he stands there with the wine-cup in his 
hand.  I think I see the awful look of terror that comes over his countenance 
—the deadly pallor that overspreads his face.  I see the cup fall from his 
nerveless hand; I note the way in which he clings to the pillar to support his 
trembling limbs.  The word of God says, “his knees smote one against 
another.”  He called in vain, with hollow voice, for the astrologers, the 
soothsayers, and those learned in Chaldean lore, to explain the dreadful 
portent; but “they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the 
interpretation thereof.” 
pp. 84-85 
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Leupold says: 
 
The result is almost the same if the words are rendered as a statement of 
surprise: “So thou art Daniel” or even, “So thou art that Daniel,” the man 
about whom he had heard but whom, in his profligate and frivolous life, he 
had never taken the trouble to consult.  The aged Daniel, no doubt, presented 
a venerable appearance and had a countenance that elicited the king’s 
admiration. 
p. 228 
 
 
 
Gangel quotes George Eliot who says: 
 
“The terror of being judged sharpens the memory: it sends an inevitable glare 
over that long-unvisited past which has been habitually recalled only in 
general phrases.” 

George Eliot 
p. 146 
 
 
 
He says next: 
 
 Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.  Every 
reigning monarch of the ancient world illustrates that, but perhaps none so 
clearly as Belshazzar. 
p. 146 
 
 
 
He says finally: 
 
 In Daniel 5, God destroys another evil empire.  Babylon had pillaged, 
raped, and murdered for nearly seventy years, and God had seen enough. 
p. 147 
 
 
Let us begin now our study of the individual verses, beginning at verse 13. 
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v. 13 So Daniel was brought before the king, and the king said to him, “Are 
you Daniel, one of the exiles my father the king brought from Judah? 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 13: 
 

 So Daniel was called in.  The king asked him, “Are you the 
Daniel who was one of the Jewish exiles my father brought here from 
Judah? 

p. 1591 
 
 
For Daniel this is the SAME SONG, THIRD VERSE.   
 
 
Back in chapter 2 when Nebuchadnezzar, his grandfather, had a DREAM OF 
THE GREAT IMAGE, the brain-trust was ineffective so Daniel was called to 
give the interpretation. 
 
 
We saw the same thing in Daniel 4 with the IMAGE OF THE TREE.  Once 
again the wise men of Babylon were unable to interpret it and Daniel was 
called to give the explanation to Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
 
Here in chapter 5 we come to the WRITING ON THE WALL.  
Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson has consulted the brain-trust of Babylon and 
they have been unable to interpret.  Once again Daniel is called upon the 
scene. 
 
 
Daniel is greeted with a QUESTION from Belshazzar when he arrives: 
 

“ARE YOU DANIEL, ONE OF THE EXILES MY FATHER THE 
KING, BROUGHT FROM JUDAH?” 

 
 
Since there is NOT A HEBREW WORD FOR GRANDFATHER, we can 
assume that: 
 

Belshazzar is referring to NEBUCHADNEZZAR. 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 13-16 as: 
 
THE REQUEST OF THE KING (5:13-16) 
p. 1345 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
Following the queen’s suggestion, Belshazzar had Daniel . . . brought in 
before him.  The king seemingly belittled Daniel, referring to him as one of 
the exiles . . . from Judah.  He was from the same land whose God Belshazzar 
was holding in contempt! 
p. 1345 
 
 
 
Keil & Delitzsch divide up verses 13-28: 
 
Daniel is summoned, reminds the king of his sin, and reads and interprets 
the writing. 
p. 186 
 
 
 
Keil & Delitzsch, speaking specifically of verse 13, they say: 
 
The address shows that Belshazzar was acquainted with Daniel’s origin, of 
which the queen had said nothing, but that he had had no official intercourse 
with him.  It shows also that Daniel was no longer the president of the 
magicians at the king’s court . . . 
p. 187 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
Belshazzar’s purpose in mentioning that Daniel was a Jewish exile is 
unclear.  The king may have been attempting to intimidate Daniel by 
reminding him that he was a lowly captive, or the king may have been merely 
seeking to establish more precisely Daniel’s identity. 
p. 161 
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Lange says: 
 
The use of the name Daniel instead of Belteshazzar, in the king’s address, 
was probably dictated simply by a desire to avoid the use of a name so nearly 
identical in sound to his own—although it certainly belonged to the prophet 
in the official language of the Babylonian court. 
p. 130 
 
 
 
Longman says: 
 
This is the third time that Daniel intervenes and succeeds where the 
Babylonian wise men fail (cf. Dan. 2 and 4).  But when Daniel comes this 
time, he manifests a new attitude. 
p. 140 
 
 
 
Longman says further: 
 
Such an address intends to remind Daniel of his place before Belshazzar.  
Belshazzar is king; Daniel is his captive.  Calvin understood the tone of the 
king’s speech when he states that “the king does not acknowledge his 
negligence but interrogates Daniel without shame—and interrogates him as 
if he were a prisoner.”18 
p. 140 
 
 
Position sometimes adds credibility and Belshazzar could possibly be 
PUTTING DANIEL IN HIS PLACE as a foreign exile before Daniel has an 
opportunity to give the interpretation. 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
The king inquired of Daniel, when he came in, if he was of the children of the 
captivity of Judah.  Thus it seems to have been ordered, that while they were 
holding impious revelry in honor of their false gods, a servant of the true God, 
and one whom they were holding in captivity, was called in to pronounce the 
merited judgment upon their wicked course. 
p. 119 
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Gowan says: 
 
 When the king sees Daniel, he seems to know something about him, since 
he identifies him as one of the exiles from Judah—unless we are to assume he 
just learned this from his mother, and the author omitted it from her speech.  
He repeats Daniel’s special qualifications and offers him the same magnificent 
reward, if he can read and interpret the writing on the wall. 
p. 88 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
 The appearance of Daniel, a venerable man of possibly eighty years of 
age, was in contrast to the drunken nobles who with their wives and 
concubines occupied the banquet hall.  It was as if God was there to challenge 
their wickedness. 
p. 227 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
When Daniel was brought before the king, probably from somewhere in the 
city of Babylon, Belshazzar knew very little about him and had to inquire 
whether Daniel was one of the captives from Judah. 
p. 68 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 
The reference to the exiles shows that he still is reading history as if his royal 
power were secure and failing to realise that power is ‘given’.  This is 
reinforced by the reminder not only of Daniel’s wisdom but of its divine 
source.  Moreover, he is still seeing himself as the bestower of honours, little 
realising that he and his empire are on the very brink of destruction. 
p. 79 
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Gaebelein says: 
 
 Then Daniel is introduced.  He was, as previously stated, an old man.  
Years and years had passed since he had interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream and sat in the gate of the King, but Belshazzar had no knowledge of 
him.  Patiently he must have waited in seclusion for other service His God 
might give him.  The fact that Daniel was no longer remembered and 
neglected is a witness of the degeneracy of Babylon. 
p. 57 
 
 
 
Stortz says: 
 
 Belshazzar seemed cynical and condescending toward Daniel, who now 
was an old man.  He reminded Daniel from the start that he was one of the 
Jewish exiles.  He must have known of Daniel because Daniel had been chief 
of the magi for at least forty years, and though he was now in his eighties, he 
still was highly respected.  Maybe the king did not call him earlier because of 
his disdain for Nebuchadnezzar II or because of his disdain for Daniel’s God.  
Another way you can see the king’s low view of Daniel was in contrast to the 
queen.  The queen mother acknowledged that Daniel had “the spirit of the 
holy gods in him,” whereas Belshazzar simply said the he “heard” that the 
spirit of the gods was in him.  He did not acknowledge the infinite wisdom of 
God.  But he was desperate and was willing to let anyone help him. 
p. 82 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
Though his grandfather had advanced Daniel to considerable places of 
honour (ver. 11), yet Belshazzar knew nothing of him; which argues him to 
have been a weak and . . . vicious prince, according to the character 
historians give of him, and that he left the care of the public affairs to his 
mother, minding nothing but his pleasures. 
p. 655 
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Lucas says: 
 
Moreover, since he chooses to remind Daniel of his status as a Judean 
brought into exile by Nebuchadnezzar, it is even something of a slight, after 
all that the queen has said about him.  This favours the view that Belshazzar 
is to be seen as having deliberately ignored Daniel when seeking sages to 
read and interpret the writing. 
p. 131 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
Daniel is now brought in.  He evidently had been set aside and pushed out of 
office after the death of Nebuchadnezzar. 
p. 559 
 
 
 
Blair says: 
 
 Daniel was the man of the hour.  Though near ninety on this occasion, 
he was still usable in the plan of God.  Daniel must have been greatly 
disturbed because of the condition of the empire and the spiritual degeneracy 
of the king.  But he stayed by, waiting for whatever service the Lord might 
have for him.  How we thank God for men like Daniel, full of faith, courage, 
and zeal for the Lord.  Though living in the polluted atmosphere of a godless 
court, he walked with the Lord in a life of singular piety and service. 
p. 106 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
Daniel was not well known to the king because he was not of the king’s kind.  
Furthermore, the prophet was a stranger to the king because Belshazzar had 
no interest in Daniel’s God. 
p. 108 
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Campbell says: 
 
Belshazzar was desperate.  He was ready to listen to anyone who could help, 
and quickly followed the counsel of the queen mother, summoning Daniel to 
appear.  When he came, Belshazzar greeted him: “So you are Daniel, one of 
the captives my grandfather brought out of Judah!  Why, I have heard of you!  
I understand that the Spirit of God is within you and that you are filled with 
enlightenment and wisdom” (vv. 13-14, author’s paraphrase). 
 Profligate man that he was, Belshazzar had never taken the time to 
consult the prophet of God.  He turned, however, in desperation to the man 
he had long ignored. 
pp. 60-61 
 
 
 
Parker says: 
 
Preachers of the word, you will be wanted someday by Belshazzar; you were 
not at the beginning of the feast, but you will be there before the banqueting 
hall; the king will not ask you to drink wine, but he will ask you to tell the 
secret of his pain and heal the malady of his heart.  Abide your time.  You are 
nobody now.  Who cares for preachers, teachers, seers, and men of insight, 
while the wine goes round, and the feast is unfolding its tempting luxuries?  
Midway down the programme to mention pulpit, or preacher, or Bible, would 
be to violate the harmony of the occasion.  But the preacher, as we have often 
had occasion to say, will have his opportunity.  They will send for him when 
all other friends have failed; may he then come fearlessly, independently, 
asking only to be made a medium through which divine communications can 
be addressed to the listening trouble of the world.  Daniel will take the 
scarlet and the chain by-and-by, but not as a bribe; he will take the poor 
baubles of this dying Babylon and will use them to the advantage of the 
world through actions that shall become historical, but he will not first fill his 
hands with bribes, and then read the king’s riddles.  The prophet is self-
sustained by being divinely inspired.  He needs no promise to enable him to 
speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.  Indeed, he has 
nothing to say of himself. 
p. 415 
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David Jeremiah says: 
 
 Belshazzar called for Daniel.  Waiting for him to arrive must have 
been agonizing; the music had stopped, the revelry was over, and all the 
nobles and their assorted women were milling around, trying to clear their 
befuddled minds.  When Daniel was brought in, the king steadied himself 
and said, “Are you Daniel, one of the exiles my father the king brought from 
Judah?  I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you have 
insight, intelligence and outstanding wisdom” (Dan. 5:13-14) 
p. 106 
 
 
 
(Going For The Max! by Max Cleland) Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers; Copyright – Max Cleland, 1999  
 
Winston Churchill once pointed out: 

“To all of us comes that moment in life when we are literally tapped on 
the shoulder to do a very special thing unique to ourselves and our 
talents.  What a pity if that moment finds us unprepared.” 

p. 22 
 
 

Former President Jimmy Carter served in the U.S. Navy under 
Admiral Hyman Rickover, founder of the U.S. Navy submarine program.  
Carter recalls receiving the same sort of advice from his famous commander.  
“The more you sweat in peacetime, the less you bleed in war”, Rickover used 
to say. 
p. 28 
 
 
 
(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space Shuttle Columbia 

Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn Husband with Donna VanLiere) 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Evelyn Husband, 2003.  

 
Beth Vann, a crew trainer, said, “He was just a very kind, very good 

man.  Not to mention he was just America.  He’d walk in the room and you 
wanted to say the Pledge of Allegiance.  I mean he was Texas and apple pie!” 
p. 105 
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v. 14 I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you have 
insight, intelligence and outstanding wisdom. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 14: 
 

I’ve heard about you—that you’re full of the Holy Spirit, that you’ve got 
a brilliant mind, that you are incredibly wise. 

p. 1591 
 
 
Belshazzar speaks of Daniel in a very complimentary way as he outlines 
FOUR THINGS which he has heard about Daniel.  “I HAVE HEARD”: 
 
 1. “THE SPIRIT OF THE GODS IS IN YOU,” 
 
 2. “THAT YOU HAVE INSIGHT,” 
 
 3. “YOU HAVE . . . INTELLIGENCE,” and 
 
 4. “YOU HAVE . . . OUTSTANDING WISDOM.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The king then relayed to Daniel what he had heard from the queen (vv. 11-12) 
about Daniel’s ability to do what the wise men and enchanters were unable to 
do. 
p. 1345 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
Belshazzar told Daniel that he had heard that he was a man in touch with 
the gods (“the spirit of the gods is in you”) and had extraordinary wisdom.  
Unlike 4:8 the word “holy” is omitted before the term “gods,” and this 
omission might be significant in light of the evil character of Belshazzar.  The 
king may have been fearful of Daniel’s interpretation since this man 
worshiped the God whom Belshazzar had just blasphemed. 
p. 161 
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Keil & Delitzsch also call attention to this fact: 
 
It is not to be overlooked that here Belshazzar leaves out the predicate holy 
in connection with . . . (of the gods). 
p. 187 
 
 
 
Young says the same thing: 
 
Belshazzar omits the epithet “holy” from before deity.” 
p. 123 
 
 
 

Natural Drift from Holiness 
 
People do not drift toward holiness.  Apart from grace-driven effort, people do 
not gravitate toward godliness, prayer, obedience to Scripture, faith, and 
delight in the Lord. 
 
We drift toward compromise and call it tolerance; we drift toward 
disobedience and call it freedom; we drift toward superstition and call it faith.  
We cherish the indiscipline of lost self-control and call it relaxation; we slouch 
toward prayerlessness and delude ourselves into thinking we have escaped 
legalism; we slide toward godlessness and convince ourselves we have been 
liberated. 
 

Citation: D. A. Carson, quoted in “Reflections,” Christianity Today (7-31-00) 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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Girl Honored to Be God’s Temple 
 
Flannery O’Connor’s short story A Temple of the Holy Ghost tells of a 
precocious 12-year-old girl and two country boys who have come to court her 
visiting cousins.  The girl overhears her teenage cousins mock a nun, Sister 
Perpetua, who has suggested a formula to use in fending off fresh young men 
in the back seats of cars.  “Stop sir!  I am a Temple of the Holy Ghost!” the 
nun taught the girls to say.  The cousins think such advice hilarious.  The 
girl, however, is moved.  The news that she is the dwelling place of God 
makes her feel as if somebody has given her a present. 
 

Citation: Philip Yancey, “Holy Sex—How it Ravishes Our Souls,” Christianity Today, 
(October 2003) 

 
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 
 

Flee immorality.  Every other sin that a man commits is outside the 
body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.  Or do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 
you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.  

 
 
 
(Today Matters by John C. Maxwell) New York, NY: Warner Faith. Copyright 

– John C. Maxwell, 2004  
 

The truth is that people who do nothing more than wait for an 
opportunity won’t be ready to capitalize on one if it does appear.  As 
basketball legend John Wooden says, “When opportunity comes, it’s too late 
to prepare.”  And for those who receive their wish—of a promotion, start-up 
money, or anything else—it rarely changes anything in the long term if they 
haven’t already done all the groundwork to be successful. 
p. 6 
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(Today Matters by John C. Maxwell) New York, NY: Warner Faith. Copyright 
– John C. Maxwell, 2004  

 
If we want to do something with our lives, then we must focus on today.  
That’s where tomorrow’s success lies.  But how do you win today?  How do 
you make today a great day instead of one that falls to pieces?   
 
 
 
 
Here’s the missing piece:  The secret of your success is determined by your 
daily agenda. 

How would you like every day to… 
 
♦ Possess possibilities? 
♦ Remain focused? 
♦ Enjoy good health? 
♦ Exhibit stability? 
♦ Hold an advantage? 
♦ Possess tenacity? 
♦ Exercise options? 
♦ Sense inner peace? 
♦ Experience fulfillment? 
♦ Feel significant? 
♦ Receive direction? 
♦ Learn and grow? 

p. 14 
 
 
 

The secret of your success is determined by 
your daily agenda. 
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(On Holy Ground: A Daily Devotional by Charles Stanley) Nashville, TN: 
Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Charles Stanley, 1999.  

 
Elisabeth Elliot wrote: “God will never disappoint us.  He loves us and 

has only one purpose for us: holiness, which in His kingdom equals joy.”  
Holiness is a priority with God.  When we seek to be like Christ, we seek 
holiness. 

But to become holy, we must submit ourselves to the shaping and 
molding of God’s loving hands.  Clay cries out to be molded into something of 
beauty.  The Potter longs to mold and shape your life.  Allow Him to take 
whatever time He needs to create in you joy and devotion of immeasurable 
worth. 
 

Heavenly Father, mold me into the likeness of Your Son.  The clay of 
my spiritual being cries out to be made into something of beauty. 

p. 240 
 
 

Father God, give me the ability to say no to things that ensnare.  Clear 
my pathway of all that would trip and entrap.  Give me divine strength 
to say yes to Your principles. 

p. 252 
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v. 15 The wise men and enchanters were brought before me to read this 
writing and tell me what it means, but they could not explain it. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 15: 
 

The wise men and enchanters were brought in here to read this 
writing on the wall and interpret it for me.  They couldn’t figure it 
out—not a word, not a syllable. 

p. 1591 
 
 
As with the GRANDFATHER, so with the GRANDSON.   
 
 
TOTAL FRUSTRATION with the brain-trust of the day in both 
administrations to try to find an interpretation of what God was doing. 
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v. 16 Now I have heard that you are able to give interpretations and to solve 
difficult problems.  If you can read this writing and tell me what it 
means, you will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around 
your neck, and you will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.” 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 16: 
 

But I’ve heard that you interpret dreams and solve mysteries.  So—if 
you an read the writing and interpret it for me, you’ll be rich and 
famous—a purple robe, the great gold chain around your neck—and 
third-in-command in the kingdom.” 

p. 1591 
 
 
 
Young says: 
 
There is a tone of egoism and haughtiness in these words, as is shown by the 
emphatic, introductory I. 
p. 123 
 
 
Belshazzar once again uses the words “I HAVE HEARD” here in verse 16.  
“NOW I HAVE HEARD”—by the hearing of the ear that there are TWO 
THINGS that you can do: 
 
 1. “YOU ARE ABLE TO GIVE INTERPRETATIONS” and 
 
 2. “YOU ARE ABLE . . . TO SOLVE DIFFICULT PROBLEMS.” 
 
 
He then continues to REINFORCE THE PROMISE he had made to his 
personal brain-trust.  “IF YOU CAN READ THIS WRITING AND TELL ME 
WHAT IT MEANS, YOU WILL:” 
 
 1. “BE CLOTHED IN PURPLE,”  
 
 2. “HAVE A GOLD CHAIN PLACED AROUND YOUR  

NECK,” and 
 
 3. “BE MADE THE THIRD HIGHEST RULER IN THE  

KINGDOM.” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
He promised Daniel the same rich rewards he had promised the wise men . . . 
if Daniel could read the writing on the wall and interpret its meaning.  
Though written in Aramaic, it was difficult to read, perhaps because it was in 
an unusual script. 
p. 1345 
 
 
Now all the introductions have been made and DANIEL comes on CENTER 
STAGE at verse 17. 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 17-28: 
 
THE REPLY BY DANIEL 
p. 1345 
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v. 17 Then Daniel answered the king, “You may keep your gifts for yourself 
and give your rewards to someone else.  Nevertheless, I will read the 
writing for the king and tell him what it means. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 17: 
 

 Daniel answered the king, “You can keep your gifts, or give 
them to someone else.  But I will read the writing for the king and tell 
him what it means. 

p. 1592 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 17-21: 
 
The humbling of Belshazzar 
p. 1345 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
Daniel’s answer was not intended as a rebuff or as an insult to the king.  
Rather, he was merely stating that he sought no reward.  Daniel was not 
moved by personal desires in this matter, for he had not presented himself: 
the king had summoned him. 
p. 68 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 
Daniel clearly wishes to avoid giving anyone the impression that divine 
wisdom can be bought.  “It cannot be bought with the finest gold, nor can its 
price be weighed in silver’ (Job 28:15). 
p. 79 
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Lucas says: 
 
Daniel’s curt rejection of the rewards offered by Belshazzar is more 
understandable than some think, if the king’s greeting is seen as a slight.  
Lederach . . . sums up some other reasons that have been given for his 
reaction: ‘First, he does not want to be under obligation to Belshazzar.  
Second, he does not want the interpretation to appear connected with 
personal profit.  Third, Daniel uses God’s gifts for God’s glory rather than for 
personal advantage.’  To these considerations Goldingay . . . adds another: 
‘There may also be the suggestion that Daniel hereby dissociates himself 
from the sin of the corrupt regime he is sent to indict. . . . 
pp. 131-32 
 
 
 
Keil & Delitzsch say: 
 
Much rather Daniel rejected the gift and the distinction promised, to avoid, 
as a divinely enlightened seer, every appearance of self-interest in the 
presence of such a king, and to show to the king and his high officers of state 
that he was not determined by a regard to earthly advantage, and would 
unhesitatingly declare the truth, whether it might be pleasing or displeasing 
to the king. 
p. 187 
 
 
 
Young says: 
 
The response of Dan. is not to be construed as pert or rude.  Nor does he 
speak contemptuously.  Nor does Dan. refuse the gifts because of any fear for 
his own safety, as Hitzig suggests.  Rather, he rejects the gifts because he 
wishes to make it plain that he has no desire for earthly or personal gain or 
advantage.  Furthermore, by his refusal, he makes it abundantly clear that, 
come what may, he is determined to declare the truth.  How this must have 
impressed the king, who evidently expected Dan. to be a seeker after reward 
like the Chaldean wise men! 
pp. 123-24 
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Lange says: 
 
This refusal of the royal presents was designed merely to decisively reject, at 
the outset, and in a manner becoming the prophet of Jehovah, any influence 
that might be brought to bear on him.  It is not, therefore, a pert expression, 
which the king might justly punish, nor is it inconsistent with the fact that 
Daniel ultimately accepted the reward offered . . . 
p. 130 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
 Daniel first of all disclaims the idea of being influenced by such 
motives as governed the soothsayers and astrologers.  He says, Let thy 
rewards be to another.  He wishes it distinctly understood that he does not 
enter upon the work of interpreting this matter on account of the offer of gifts 
and rewards. 
pp. 119-20 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
 A certain brusqueness marks Daniel’s words.  This is to be explained 
primarily by the fact that the king’s conduct is offensive to God and must 
necessarily be offensive to Daniel.  The smooth, flattering courtesy of the man 
at court would certainly have been out of place on this occasion.  Yet Daniel 
cannot be charged with disrespectful behavior.  The gifts of the king must be 
refused . . . because Daniel dare not appear as being on the same level with the 
mercenary wise men of Babylon who traffic in their wares.  He has received 
very special and undeserved revelation from the only true God and cannot 
appear as one who derives personal profit from God’s revelation.  When Daniel 
later (v. 29), nevertheless, accepts certain royal honors, the situation has by 
that time become different.  He can then no longer be suspected of retailing 
divine revelations for profit.  His plain speech to the king has put that 
misconstruction of his position outside of the realm of possibility.  Refusal of 
recognition at that point would have amounted to an insult. 
p. 229 
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Phillips & Vines observe: 
 
Daniel’s answer?  “Give your presents and your playthings to somebody else.  
I am not for sale.” 
 Daniel refused the king’s bribe, but he did read the writing. 
p. 81 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
Daniel begins by dissociating himself from any thought of reward.  This was 
in line with prophetic consciousness that the needed word of wisdom came 
from the Lord, and that it could not be bought at any price . . . On the 
contrary it was fitting that Belshazzar, like Naaman before him . . . should 
acknowledge his debt to the true God and not delude himself into thinking 
that he could discharge that debt with rewards, or purchase his release from 
disaster. 
p. 122 
 
 
 
Goldingay says: 
 
Financial dependence on the listeners threatens constraints upon a speaker; 
Daniel refuses to allow any prospect of rewards to influence the nature of his 
message. 
p. 115 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
Daniel begins by disavowing any interest in the gifts or rewards which the 
king offered.  This was not prompted by disrespect nor by the evident fact 
that they would be short-lived.  What Daniel is saying is that he will give an 
unprejudiced interpretation with no attempt to seek favor from the king.  He 
promises both to read and to make known the interpretation. 
p. 125 
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Showers says: 
 
 Daniel refused the king’s rewards to make it clear that he wouldn’t 
invent a reading and interpretation in order to get personal gain. 
p. 56 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
Daniel refused the honors of the king.  He knew that ere long the 
blaspheming king would be no more.  And Daniel was more than an 
interpreter of the handwriting on the wall. 
p. 21 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
 The scenario wasn’t a new one for Daniel: a revelation from God, a 
fearful and frustrated ruler, incompetent counselors, and God’s servant to the 
rescue.  He paid little attention to the king’s flattering speech, and he had no 
use for the king’s generous offer.  Even if he had been younger, Daniel would 
have had no interest in either personal wealth or political power.  “Not 
greedy for money” is one of the qualifications of a servant of God . . . Along 
with Daniel, servants like Moses . . . Samuel . . . and Paul . . . exemplify this 
unselfish attitude.  They simply were not for sale. 
p. 67 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 
 As for the renouncing of gifts and rewards, the prophet was simply 
keeping the atmosphere clear of any inappropriate motives for what he was 
about to say.  This reminds us of Elisha’s refusal of Naaman’s gifts (2 Kgs. 
5:15-16) and his punishment of Gehazi when he accepted them.  Then too, 
since Daniel knew exactly what would happen to Babylon, the purple robe, 
gold chain, and number-three slot in the empire meant nothing at all.  One 
hundred percent of zero is still zero, and that is exactly what Babylon would 
soon become.  Keep in mind that Daniel had retired.  Even if Belshazzar’s 
empire had continued, it seems unlikely he would have accepted these gifts 
under any conditions. 
p. 148 
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Miller says: 
 
Daniel likely refused Belshazzar’s gifts not out of pride or rudeness but in 
order to alleviate any misconception that God’s services could be bought and 
to avoid obligation to the king. 
p. 162 
 
 
 
Stortz says: 
 
Daniel would first deliver a message to Belshazzar and then tell him the 
meaning of the inscription.  In spite of the king’s insolence, Daniel greeted 
him with respect for his office; but you can detect the prophet’s annoyance 
and dislike for this cocky, young monarch. 
p. 83 
 
 
 
Blair says: 
 
As a faithful witness for God, he was not interested in personal gain.  His 
concern was to be a testimony for his Lord.  Could any believer have a higher 
goal than this?  Is it your purpose in life to be a testimony for God free from 
any personal desire for gain?  How important for each believer to set his 
“affection on things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:2). 
p. 108 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 
The prophet knew that he was about to utter some of the last words the royal 
sinner would ever hear in this life. 
p. 108 
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(The Pressure’s Off: There’s a New Way of Life by Larry Crabb) Colorado 
Springs, CO: WaterBrook Press. Copyright – Lawrence J. Crabb Jr., 
Ph. D., P.C., 2002.  

 
It’s a surprising thought, and not a little disturbing, that obedience to 

biblical principles can be wrong.  But when doing right is a strategy to get 
what we want, our energy is pride and our focus is self. 

Biblical principles are reduced to the basic principles of the world 
when they’re followed in order to gain the Better Life we demand.  Biblical 
principles remain biblical principles when they become guided opportunities 
for Christians who draw near to God to express to others the character of 
Christ. 
p. 59 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 38 

v. 18 “O king, the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar 
sovereignty and greatness and glory and splendor. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 18: 
 

 “Listen, O king!  The High God gave your father 
Nebuchadnezzar a great kingdom and a glorious reputation. 

p. 1592 
 
 
Daniel starts right out with the MOST IMPORTANT MATTER: 
 
 “O KING, THE MOST HIGH GOD.” 
 
 
Everything that is going to be involved in this interpretation is going to 
center around the SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD.   
 
 
Make no mistake about it, He is “THE MOST HIGH GOD” in CONTRAST to: 
 

“GODS OF SILVER AND GOLD, OF BRONZE, IRON, WOOD AND 
STONE, WHICH CANNOT SEE OR HEAR OR UNDERSTAND.” 

 
 
It was “THE MOST HIGH GOD [WHO] GAVE YOUR FATHER [really your 
grandfather] NEBUCHADNEZZAR” FOUR THINGS: 
 
 1. “SOVEREIGNTY,” 
 
 2. “GREATNESS,” 
 
 3. “GLORY,” and 
 
 4. “SPLENDOR.” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
In his reply Daniel summarized God’s dealing with Belshazzar’s predecessor 
Nebuchadnezzar.  He related lessons that Nebuchadnezzar had learned from 
God’s dealings with him.  God is sovereign and rules over nations and 
appoints kings according to His own will; Nebuchadnezzar was brought to his 
position of power in the Babylonian Empire by divine appointment. 
p. 1345 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 
The purpose of reciting history in an introduction of his sermon was to help 
Belshazzar see himself in the same place as Nebuchadnezzar in relation to 
God.  We can imagine the shivering king thinking, Get on with it, old man.   
I don’t need a sermon, I need an interpretation. 
p. 108 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 
I find it fascinating that a hall full of drunken leaders would now be forced to 
end their night (and likely their lives) with a sermon! 
p. 149 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
 These verses are the beginning of the one of the finest sermons 
delivered by a court preacher under the most trying circumstances.  The 
preacher is not found remiss in a single item.  He tells the whole truth, and 
tells it with unmistakable clearness.  He cringes before no man; he uses no 
evasion or circumlocution; and he maintains a respectful attitude throughout.  
Withal he aims at the moral restoration of his hearer or hearers. 
p. 230 
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Feinberg says: 
 
Daniel’s reference to Nebuchadnezzar was probably meant to show the king 
the difference between his famous grandfather and himself.  He should have 
learned how God would deal with him from the clear way He had dealt with 
Nebuchadnezzar before him. 
 It appears Belshazzar had learned little from history.  It pays to learn 
well the lessons God has written so clearly in His providential dealings with 
mankind.  In this case, God was the sole source of Nebuchadnezzar’s honor 
and glory. 
p. 68 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
 As the king was speaking, the aged prophet observed the scene about 
him.  The evidences of sin and degeneracy were clear, and were an offense to 
the man who had walked with God all his life.  No doubt his own stately 
bearing and dignified appearance brought a hush to the hall and cast a spell 
over the dissipated revelers. 
 For many years Daniel had prayed for an opportunity to speak of God 
to the king and now that opportunity was present.  Daniel was over 80 years 
of age, but he was tall and straight in body and spirit as he looked into the 
eyes of the pale, trembling king and began to speak.  He delivered a sermon 
intended primarily for the king but surely heard by everyone in the room. 
p. 61 
 
 
 
Dyer says: 
 
 Daniel rejected Belshazzar’s pompous offer, but he agreed to interpret 
the mysterious message.  First, however, he taught Belshazzar a history 
lesson.  Daniel reminded the king how God judged Nebuchadnezzar’s pride by 
removing his sanity and driving him from his throne for seven years.  Daniel 
concluded, “But you his [grand]son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, 
though you knew all this.  Instead you have set yourself up against the Lord 
of heaven” (Daniel 5:22-23). 
p. 119 
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J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
 Before Daniel interprets the handwriting on the wall, he gives to this 
young king who is reigning under his father the best sermon he probably ever 
could receive.  Daniel is not the young man who went into the presence of old 
King Nebuchadnezzar; he is now an old man going into the presence of a 
young king.  There had been no generation gap with Nebuchadnezzar, and 
there is not one now. 
p. 559 
 
 
 
Joseph Parker says: 
 
O Daniel, preacher, speaker, teacher, thunder out God’s word, if it be a case 
of judgment and doom; or whisper it, or rain in gracious tears, if it be a 
message of sympathy and love and welcome. 
p. 416 
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v. 19 Because of the high position he gave him, all the peoples and nations 
and men of every language dreaded and feared him.  Those the king 
wanted to put to death, he put to death; those he wanted to spare, he 
spared; those he wanted to promote, he promoted; and those he wanted 
to humble, he humbled. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 19: 
 

Because God made him so famous, people from everywhere, whatever 
their race, color, and creed, were totally intimidated by him.  He killed 
or spared people on whim.  He promoted or humiliated people 
capriciously. 

p. 1592 
 
 
Daniel continues his FOCUS in verse 19 upon “HE.”  That is “the Most High 
God” who is the one who gave him this “HIGH POSITION.” 
 
 
Because he gave it to him, we read that “ALL THE PEOPLES AND 
NATIONS AND MEN OF EVERY LANGUAGE” did TWO THINGS.  They: 
 
 1. “DREADED” and 
 
 2. “FEARED HIM.” 
 
 
To spell out this “DREADED . . . FEAR” Daniel OUTLINES FOUR THINGS 
about Nebuchadnezzar’s sovereignty: 
 
 1. “THOSE THE KING WANTED TO PUT TO DEATH, HE PUT  

TO DEATH,” 
 
 2. “THOSE HE WANTED TO SPARE, HE SPARED,” 
 
 3. “THOSE HE WANTED TO PROMOTE, HE PROMOTED,” and 
 
 4. “THOSE HE WANTED TO HUMBLE, HE HUMBLED.” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
His authority was widely recognized . . . and his decrees were unchangeable . . . 
pp. 1345-6 
 
 
 
Leupold points out: 
 
The emphasis is on “whom he pleased” as the repetition indicates.  
Consequently these words are not designed to convey the idea of 
arbitrariness but rather the idea of unhampered, unrestrained power.  Every 
day men were moved up or down, consigned to death or to pardon, as the king 
might be minded to decree. 
p. 231 
 
 
 

Ego in Charge 
 
Ashleigh Brilliant, that odd vestige of the seventies who scribbled his offbeat 
humor on hippie postcards, once penned: “All I ask of life is a constant and 
exaggerated sense of my own importance.” 
 

Citation: James D. Berkley, “Eleven-gallon Head,” Leadership Weekly (10-3-02) 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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v. 20 But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with pride, he was 
deposed from his royal throne and stripped of his glory. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 20: 
 

He developed a big head and a hard spirit.  Then God knocked him off 
his high horse and stripped him of his fame. 

p. 1592 
 
 
Verse 20 begins with “BUT” which is a CONTRAST from the previous verse.  
“BUT WHEN” TWO THINGS happen.  “HIS HEART BECAME”: 
 
 1. “ARROGANT” and 
 
 2. “HARDENED WITH PRIDE.” 
 
 
The Lord RESPONDED in TWO WAYS: 
 
 1. “HE WAS DEPOSED FROM HIS ROYAL THRONE” and 
 
 2. “HE WAS . . . STRIPPED OF HIS GLORY.” 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
Nebuchadnezzar received so much from the hand of God, and yet like many 
people today he did not give God the glory but became proud.  “His heart 
became arrogant and hardened with pride” reads literally, “His heart was 
lifted up and his spirit78 was hardened so that he acted proudly.”  The NIV’s 
translation seems to indicate that Nebuchadnezzar’s heart was hardened “by” 
pride, but probably the phrase means that “because” his heart was hardened 
toward God, he acted proudly. 
pp. 162-63 
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Leviticus 26:18-21 
 

“‘If after all this you will not listen to me, I will punish you for your 
sins seven times over.  I will break down your stubborn pride and 
make the sky above you like iron and the ground beneath you like 
bronze.  Your strength will be spent in vain, because your soil will not 
yield its crops, nor will the trees of the land yield their fruit.  If you 
remain hostile toward me and refuse to listen to me, I will multiply 
your afflictions seven times over, as your sins deserve. 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
When Nebuchadnezzar failed to recognize that the power was God’s and not 
his own, he became arrogant and proud . . . God then humbled him and 
stripped him of his . . . throne . . . 
p. 1346 
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v. 21 He was driven away from people and given the mind of an animal; he 
lived with the wild donkeys and ate grass like cattle; and his body was 
drenched with the dew of heaven, until he acknowledged that the Most 
High God is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and sets over them 
anyone he wishes. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 21: 
 

He was thrown out of human company, lost his mind, and lived like a 
wild animal.  He ate grass like an ox and was soaked by heaven’s dew 
until he learned his lesson: that the High God rules human kingdoms 
and puts anyone he wants in charge. 

p. 1592 
 
 
Whereas God responded to his “arrogant and hardened . . . pride” in TWO 
WAYS in verse 20, there are TWO MORE here in verse 21: 
 
 1. verse 20—“he was deposed from his royal throne,” 
 
 2. verse 20—“stripped of his glory,” 
 
 3. verse 21—“HE WAS DRIVEN AWAY FROM PEOPLE,” and 
 
 4. verse 21—“GIVEN THE MIND OF AN ANIMAL.” 
 
 
As a result of these actions on the part of God, we observe THREE THINGS: 
 
 1. “HE LIVED WITH THE WILD DONKEYS,” 
 
 2. “HE ATE GRASS LIKE CATTLE,” and 
 
 3. “HIS BODY WAS DRENCHED WITH THE DEW OF HEAVEN.” 
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All of this was going on until NEBUCHADNEZZAR was willing to do  
TWO THINGS: 
 
 1. “HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE MOST HIGH GOD IS  

SOVEREIGN OVER THE KINGDOMS OF MEN” and 
 
 2. “THAT THE MOST HIGH GOD . . . SETS OVER THEM  

ANYONE HE WISHES.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Through this discipline Nebuchadnezzar came to recognize the greatness of 
God’s authority . . . Though the facts of Nebuchadnezzar’s seven-year insanity 
may have been hidden from the populace, they were known by the royal 
family . . . 
p. 1346 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
As Daniel related this account, the parallel between the pride of 
Nebuchadnezzar and that of Belshazzar must have been apparent to the king. 
p. 163 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
 The king didn’t know Daniel personally, but Daniel certainly knew the 
personal life of the king!  He knew of his pride and his knowledge of the 
history of his grandfather, but Daniel reviewed that history just the same.  
“Those who do not remember the past are condemned to relive it,” wrote 
philosopher George Santayana, and Belshazzar qualified.  The lesson that 
Nebuchadnezzar learned and that his grandson Belshazzar heard about but 
ignored was that “the Most High God ruled in the kingdom of men” . . . The 
God of Israel alone is the true and living God and rules sovereignly in all the 
affairs of this world, including the affairs of the great empire of Babylon. 
pp. 67-68 
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Berrigan says: 
 
 Daniel opens old wounds – he speaks of pride, the king’s ancestral sin.  
An ominous start, and a necessary one.  He begins, “a Daniel come to 
judgment.”  Dangerous, crucial, the memories!  O king, as to your father, he 
exceeded every boundary of the human, every taboo.  So he was condemned.  
He dwelt for punishment among beasts of the field, a beast among his kind. 
 And you, the son?  You must learn the truth, even at this late hour.  In 
this infernal banquet hall you repeat, indeed multiply former crimes.  You 
dare steal the holy chalices and raise them to the honor of your gods. 
p. 82 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
[And his dwelling was with the wild asses.  This “circumstance is added by 
the speaker, and not found in chap. [4] 29 (32).  It is added for the sake of 
stronger impression”. . . . 
p. 131 
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v. 22 “But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, though you 
knew all this. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 22: 
 

 “You are his son and have known all this, yet you’re as arrogant 
as he ever was. 

p. 1592 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 22-24: 
 
The pride of Belshazzar 
p. 1346 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
[He] knew what his predecessor had experienced, and should have learned 
from it.  However, Belshazzar had not done so; in fact he had openly 
challenged the Lord of heaven . . . by drinking from the goblets taken from 
the temple in Jerusalem . . . and by praising man-made gods . . . 
p. 1346 
 
 
“BUT YOU . . . BELSHAZZAR” in CONTRAST to Nebuchadnezzar: 
 

“HAVE NOT HUMBLED YOURSELF” and  
 
“YOU KNEW ALL THIS” about your grandfather. 

 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 50 

Miller says: 
 
Belshazzar had seen with his own eyes what happened to Nebuchadnezzar, 
and yet he had refused to humble himself before the Most High God. 
 This made Belshazzar’s blasphemy against Israel’s God even more 
inexcusable.  Instead of glorifying Yahweh, he purposely defied him (“set 
yourself up against the Lord of heaven”) by desecrating his holy things in 
using them to praise his idols (v. 23).  By committing this act of sacrilege, 
Belshazzar had actually issued a challenge to “the Lord of heaven.” 
p. 163 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
 This is a plain-spoken indictment, which is uttered with a 
forthrightness that had, no doubt, never before been experienced by the king.  
“His son” need not be understood in the most literal sense though we believe 
that this meaning is entirely allowable here.  The statement is, of course, 
more emphatic in such a case but would still be very effective if a grandson or 
an adopted son were involved.  The record of such an experience as 
Nebuchadnezzar’s was could not have perished so soon.  Belshazzar is not to 
be excused on any score. He is now told exactly what his deed amounts to in 
the matter of fetching and using the Jerusalem vessels. 
pp. 232-3 
 
 
 
Gowan says: 
 
Then he points out that Belshazzar has learned nothing, that his use of the 
Temple vessels meant exalting himself against the Lord of heaven.  The most 
explicit anti-idolatry words of the book appear in verse 23, “which do not see 
or hear or know.”  But Belshazzar has honored those gods of silver, gold, 
bronze, iron, wood, and stone rather than the God who gives him his very 
breath. 
p. 89 
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Lucas says: 
 
In vv. 22-23 Daniel delivers a stinging rebuke to Belshazzar.  First, he had 
failed to learn the lesson he ought to have learnt from Nebuchadnezzar’s 
experience, and had repeated his sin of pride.  Secondly, he had desecrated 
the vessels from the Jerusalem temple.  Thirdly, he had worshipped 
worthless idols.  Finally, he had failed to honour the God in whose power lay 
his life and his destiny. 
p. 132 
 
 
 
Keil & Delitzsch say: 
 
 Daniel now turns to Belshazzar.  The words: forasmuch as thou, i.e. 
since thou truly knowest all this, place it beyond a doubt that Belshazzar 
knew these incidents in the life of Nebuchadnezzar, and thus that he was his 
son, since his grandson (daughter’s son) could scarcely at that time have been 
so old as that the forgetfulness of that divine judgment could have been 
charged against him as a sin.  In the . . . , just because thou knowest it, there 
is implied that, notwithstanding his knowledge of the matter, he did not 
avoid that which heightened his culpability. 
p. 188 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
Knowing his family history, Belshazzar should have walked in humility 
before the Lord.  One of the most amazing spectacles in this world is how 
little men really profit from the judgments of God. 
p. 69 
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Goldingay says: 
 
 “You knew, you ignored, you exalted yourself, you desecrated, you 
committed idolatry, you disregarded.”  Daniel emphasizes Belshazzar’s 
responsibility for his attitudes and actions; he is the subject of a series of 
strong verbs in vv 22-23.  Belshazzar’s willful blindness makes him brazenly 
proud, just like his father (the same words are used), in the very presence of 
the one who is actually Lord of heaven—the phrase comes only here; both 
elements in it suggest the almightiness of the one Belshazzar disdains. 
p. 115 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
 But Daniel did not leave it to Belshazzar to make the application to 
himself.  The prophet indicted the king on three weighty charges.  First, he 
charged him with sinning against the light of knowledge (v. 22).  Belshazzar 
knew all about his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar’s experience, but he did not 
learn from it.  He did not profit in any way, did not heed the warning, did not 
learn from history and humble himself before God.  As a sad result, judgment 
would fall very soon on this king and his kingdom. 
 God expects men to respond to the light He gives.  When they do not, 
judgment is the only alternative.  During Jesus’ earthly ministry He spent a 
great deal of time performing miracles and preaching sermons in and about 
the villages of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum.  In the main, the only 
response was a languid indifference and abject unbelief.  Jesus announced 
therefore that they would receive greater judgment than the wicked cities of 
Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom—because they had received greater light! 
 God holds men responsible for the truth He reveals to them.  To 
Belshazzar only a comparatively small amount of truth was revealed, and he 
was held responsible.  How much greater was the responsibility and 
accountability of men today who are exposed to the Word of God by radio, 
television, the printed page, in churches, camps, conferences, and seminars 
and yet do not believe! 
p. 62 
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Walvoord says: 
 
Daniel then reminded Belshazzar that he knew all these things but did not 
humble himself before the Most High God.  Instead, he had blasphemed God 
as they had taken the goblets from the sacred temple of Israel and had used 
them in praise of their own gods “of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and 
stone” (v. 23).  Daniel reminded him that their gods could not hear or 
understand.  But the important fact was that Belshazzar had honored his 
Babylonian gods instead of the true God. 
p. 227 
 
 
 

OBVIOUSLY NOT JOHN HANCOCK 
 
“What is your name, Sir?” the bank teller asked politely. 
“Don’t you see my signature?” snapped the indignant patron. 
“Yes, Sir.  That’s what aroused my curiosity.” 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
 
 
 

Incurable Sin 
 
My sin was all the more incurable because I did not think myself a sinner. 
 

Citation: Augustine of Hippo, Confessions, writing about A.D. 400; submitted by Bill White, 
Paramount, California 

 
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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Vanity 
 
A young woman went to her pastor and said, “Pastor, I have a besetting sin, 
and I want your help.  I come to church on Sunday and can’t help thinking 
I’m the prettiest girl in the congregation.  I know I ought not think that, but I 
can’t help it.  I want you to help me with it.”  
 
The pastor replied, “Mary, don’t worry about it.  In your case it’s not a sin.  
It’s just a horrible mistake.” 
 

Citation: Haddon Robinson, “Good Guys, Bad Guys, and Us Guys,” Preaching Today, Tape 
No. 80. 

 
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 

A Lethal Dose 
 
Pride is a poison so very poisonous that it not only poisons the virtues; it even 
poisons the other vices. . . . And we all do in fact know that the primary sin of 
pride has this curiously freezing and hardening effect upon the other sins. 
 

Citation: G. K. Chesterton: “If I Had Only One Sermon to Preach” in As I Was Saying. 
Christianity Today, Vol. 40, no. 11. 

 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
Copyright – SCCT, 2003.  

 
Eventually, of course, Clinton weathered the storm and served out his 

term.  Some people remember him as the Comeback Kid able to rebound from 
every crisis.  Some remember him as Slick Willie, the politician who 
prevaricated about marijuana, Arkansas land deals, presidential pardons, 
and the definition of the word sex.  I remember a single image:  the most 
powerful man in the world, pale, flinching at some of the questions, staring at 
the video camera like a wild animal frozen in headlights. 

“I am so sorry,” he said, fully conscious of the trauma he had caused 
his family and nation, and the stain on his own historical reputation.  The 
leader of the world seemed its least free citizen, a slave of passions, a man 
humbled by his inability to control basic urges. 
p. 142 
 
 
 
(A Treasury of Mark Twain edited by Edward Lewis and Robert Myers) 

Kansas City, Missouri: Harper & Row, Publishers. Copyright – 
Hallmark Cards. 1967.  

 
 
It is not worth while to try to keep history from repeating itself, for man’s 
character will always make the preventing of the repetitions impossible. 
p. 37 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 56 

v. 23 Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven.  You had 
the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, 
your wives and your concubines drank wine from them.  You praised 
the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which 
cannot see or hear or understand.  But you did not honor the God who 
holds in his hand your life and all your ways. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 23: 
 

Look at you, setting yourself up in competition against the Master of 
heaven!  You had the sacred chalices from his Temple brought into 
your drunken party so that you and your nobles, your wives and your 
concubines, could drink from them.  You used the sacred chalices to 
toast your gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone—
blind, deaf, and imbecile gods.  But you treat with contempt the living 
God who holds your entire life from birth to death in his hand. 

p. 1592 
 
 
Jeremiah 16:5 (NLT) 
 

“Do not go to their funerals to mourn and show sympathy for them,” 
says the LORD, “for I have removed my protection and peace from 
them.  I have taken away my unfailing love and my mercy. 

 
 
Jeremiah 27:21, 22 (NLT) 
 

Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says about the 
precious things kept in the Temple and in the palace of Judah’s king: 
They will all be carried away to Babylon and will stay there until I 
send for them, says the LORD.  But someday I will bring them back to 
Jerusalem again.” 
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Daniel says, “Belshazzar, you are guilty on all SEVEN COUNTS!”: 
 
 1. “you . . . have not humbled yourself,” 
 
 2. “thought you knew all this,” 
 
 3. “YOU HAVE SET YOURSELF UP AGAINST THE LORD OF  

HEAVEN,” 
 
 4. “YOU HAD THE GOBLETS FROM HIS TEMPLE BROUGHT 

TO YOU,” 
 
 5. “YOU AND YOUR NOBLES, YOUR WIVES, AND YOUR  

CONCUBINES DRANK WINE FROM THEM,” 
 
 6. “YOU PRAISED THE GODS OF SILVER AND GOLD, OF  

BRONZE, IRON, WOOD AND STONE, WHICH CANNOT SEE 
OR HEAR OR UNDERSTAND,” and 

 
 7. “YOU DID NOT HONOR THE GOD WHO HOLDS IN HIS  

HAND YOUR LIFE AND ALL YOUR WAYS.” 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
Belshazzar had not learnt the lesson of history and was in all the greater 
danger than his father because he had deliberately defied the Lord . . . of 
heaven . . . by profaning what had been dedicated to Him, worshipping 
lifeless gods, and giving not even a passing nod to the God to whom he owed 
his very existence.  He has had many successors.  Against the background of 
wilful rejection of truth he could have known, Belshazzar hears the meaning 
of the handwriting. 
p. 123 
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Smith says: 
 
He told the king that though he knew all this, yet he had not humbled his 
heart, but had lifted up himself against the God of heaven, and even carried 
his impiety so far as to profane his sacred vessels, praising the senseless gods 
of men’s making, and failing to glorify the God in whose hand his breath was.  
For this reason, he tells him, it is, that the hand has been sent forth from 
that God whom he had daringly and insultingly challenged, to trace those 
characters of fearful, though hidden import. 
p. 120 
 
 
 
Young says: 
 
The king’s sin of pride is now more clearly set forth.  Not only has he not 
humbled his heart, but he has actually vaunted himself against God by 
defiling the vessels of His temple.  His act has been one of folly for he has 
praised gods which are inanimate, but has not glorified the true God who has 
given him life. 
p. 125 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 
Every phrase rings eerily like a death sentence.  Every shred of credibility is 
gone from the hapless Belshazzar.  He may have thought he was vaunting his 
power over ‘the god in Jerusalem’ who had been so spectacularly humiliated 
by the gods of Babylon.  Rather like Pharaoh and Sennacherib he had 
challenged ‘the Lord of heaven’, the Creator who controlled his breath and 
‘his ways’, and now he was lurching to an inglorious end.  The hand which 
wrote on the wall was a visible expression of that power Belshazzar had tried 
to defy. 
p. 81 
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Haskell says: 
 
He rebuked Belshazzar for his departure from the true principles, and for his 
great wickedness and pride. 
 “And thou, his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, 
though thou knewest all this; but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of 
heaven; . . .. And the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy 
ways, has thou not glorified.”  Straightforward and strong were the words of 
Daniel. 
p. 71 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
Belshazzar had trodden on sacred ground; he had laid unholy hands on holy 
things; he had severed the ties which bind heaven and earth together; and 
there was no way for that life-giving Spirit of God to reach him or his 
followers.  Day by day his breath had been given him, a symbol of the 
spiritual breath, but he praised and thanked the gods of wood and stone.  His 
every motion had been by virtue of the power of the God of heaven, but he 
had prostituted that power to an unholy cause. 
pp. 71-72 
 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 
He had affronted God more impudently than Nebuchadnezzar himself had 
done, witness the revels of this very night (v. 23): “Thou hast lifted up thyself 
against the Lord of heaven, thou hast profaned the vessels of his house, and 
made the utensils of his sanctuary instruments of thy iniquity, and hast 
praised the gods of silver and gold, which see not, nor hear, nor know 
anything, as if they were to be preferred before the God that sees, and hears, 
and knows everything.” 
p. 1091 
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Henry says further: 
 
The God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou 
not glorified.  This is a general charge, which stands good against us all.  Our 
dependence upon God as our Creator, preserver, benefactor, owner, and ruler; 
not only from his hand our breath was at first, but in his hand our breath is 
still; it is he that holds our souls in life, and, if he take away our breath, we 
die.  We ought to glorify him, to devote ourselves to his honour and employ 
ourselves in his service. 
p. 1091 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary speaking about the idols says: 
 
They have no life but by contrast the true God not only has life, but held 
Belshazzar’s life in His hand.  Perhaps Daniel intended an interesting 
wordplay by adding that God, who held Belshazzar’s life in His hand, sent a 
hand to write him a message.  Belshazzar, knowing about God, failed to 
honor Him. 
p. 1346 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
Here was a man who did not fear man and feared only God.  Daniel spoke in 
measured tones the condemnation of that which was blasphemous in the 
sight of the holy God.  There was, however, nothing insolent or discourteous 
in Daniel’s address to the king; and the charges were stated in a factual and 
objective way.  In any case, the king was in no position to dispute with 
Daniel, even though Daniel’s words brought even greater fear and 
apprehension to his heart. 
p. 127 
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Feinberg says: 
 
Belshazzar had defied the very Lord of heaven, who had rebuked and 
humbled Nebuchadnezzar.  An arrogant spirit of defiance had characterized 
Belshazzar throughout his reign, but this was its blasphemous climax.  The 
king seems not to have realized that he depended on God to give him the very 
breath with which he blasphemed. 
p. 69 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
Belshazzar praised this pantheon of lifeless idols, but the living God, who 
held his very life (lit., “breath”; cf. Gen 2:7) and all his “ways” (his life’s 
course) in his hand, the king had refused to honor. 
 Daniel concluded his “sermon” by telling Belshazzar that it was 
because of his blasphemous, defiant actions that the hand was sent from the 
living God (v. 24).  The old prophet’s words demonstrated great courage in the 
face of a monarch who held the power of life and death over him. 
p. 164 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 
 The prophet accused Belshazzar of pride, intentional rejection, 
idolatry, desecration (sacrilege), and drunkenness.  Archer says, “He was 
guilty of blasphemy in using the Lord’s holy vessels as common dishes for his 
drunken orgy (v. 23).  How could he hope to measure his puny human 
strength against the power of the Almighty, on whom his very life depended 
and who was completely sovereign over all his fortunes?  (Archer, p. 73). 
p. 150 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 The end of this verse offers a short but poignant sentence worthy of 
frequent reflection by all of us: But you did not honor the God who holds in 
his hand your life and all your ways.  It is likely that this sermon was heard 
by everyone in the room; we can hardly imagine trivial conversation going on 
around the tables while the dean emeritus addressed the king. 
p. 150 
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Campbell says: 
 
 The second charge against Belshazzar was that he deliberately defied 
God (v. 23). 
p. 62 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 The third charge against Belshazzar was that he worshiped idols . . . 
Courageously, and with scorching sarcasm, Daniel accused the king of 
worshiping idols “which see not, nor hear, nor know.”  What a contrast 
between the God who had intervened in Nebuchadnezzar’s life and who was 
speaking in this darkened banquet hall, and the deaf and dumb idols 
worshiped by the Babylonians! 
p. 63 
 
 
 
He says finally: 
 
Belshazzar surely did not realize that his very breath came from the hand of 
God.  He did not know that all his ways were under God’s supervision.  He 
did not comprehend that his purpose in life was to glorify God. 
p. 63 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
Belshazzar acted as though he was in command and his life would go on for 
many more years, yet the very breath in his mouth was controlled by the 
hand of God (5:23).  “For in him we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 
17:28).  “This night your soul will be required of you” (Luke 12:20, NKJV). 
p. 68 
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David Jeremiah says: 
 
 Not only did Daniel charge the king with premeditated sin and profane 
sacrilege, but also with pagan sacrifice.  He told him, in front of the whole 
motley bunch of court followers, “Belshazzar, you are a fool!  You have taken 
God’s holy vessels and lifted them up to praise false gods.” 
 God “holds in his hand your life and all your ways.”  Job said, “In his 
hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind” (Job 12:10).  
We breathe so naturally and never think about it, but the day God decides he 
doesn’t want us to breathe any longer, it’s all over.  Our breath is in His 
hand.  Many people use the breath He gave them to curse His name.  How 
foolish it is for any of God’s creatures to mock the Creator who is in charge! 
p. 109 
 
 
 

STUBBORN 
 
Billy Graham’s son Franklin was something of a rebel when he was growing 
up.  When he was small, his dad was away a lot, and Franklin often gave his 
mother trouble.  Her description of him was “stubborn but never villainous.” 
 
 “Franklin began smoking as a child by picking up discarded cigarette 
butts, and it became a potent symbol of rebellion.  His mother at one point 
attempted aversion therapy by making him smoke a whole pack, but she 
hadn’t reckoned on his strength of will: ‘By the time I finished all 20,’ he 
writes, ‘I must have vomited five or six times . . . but it gave me great 
satisfaction not to give in.’” 
 
[Time, May 13, 1996.  Pages 68-69.] 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
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AMERICA’S GOD 
 
 “Bloom think America’s hidden creed is Gnosticism, and for the 
American, god is none other than himself.” 
 
 “The Emergence of the Post-Christian Nation” is the subtitle of Harold 
Bloom’s new book The American Religion, which Time magazine calls 
“preposterous, opinionated, [and] thoroughly entertaining.”  Bloom, the Yale 
scholar who stirred up controversy in 1990 with his book claiming that 
portions of the Old Testament were written by a woman, critiques various 
American denominations and religions.  He praises Mormonism for its 
originality and considers Pentecostalism daring.  The real religion of 
American, says Bloom, is Gnosticism and the god we worship is ourselves. 
 
“America’s God.”  Time, May 11, 1992.  Page 65. 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
 
 
 

Scott Weiland Defines Humility 
 
Convicted for possession of drugs, member of rock band Stone Temple Pilots, 
Scott Weiland talked to Rolling Stone about how being in jail impacted his life: 
 

Weiland keeps repeating the word humility. 
 
“It’s not me thinking less of myself,” he says.  “It’s me thinking of myself 
less.  A lot of my ways of thinking have backfired on me.  My 
stubbornness.  My pride.  My arrogance.  The difficult thing is that those 
defects of character become assets in my business, the rock & roll world. 
 
“It’s great being a rock star,” he crows.  “But you know what?  Being a 
rock star doesn’t give you the license to view yourself as more 
important than anybody else.  And if I am to become a better man, a 
man who has some compassion and humility instead of just expecting 
people to understand me, that doesn’t make me less of a rock star.” 

 
Citation: David Goetz, Wheaton, Illinois; source: David Fricke,  

“The Needle and the Damage: The Uncensored Story of Scott Weiland and Stone Temple 
Pilots,” Rolling Stone (6-8-00), p.64 
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Power of Temptation 
 
This fall, for the first time in 47 years, the tuna are running only 30 miles off 
Cape Cod.  And they are biting!  All you need to catch one is a sharp hook and 
some bait.  And the rewards for doing so are substantial.  Rumor has it that 
Japanese buyers will pay $50,000 for a nice bluefin. 
 
That’s why many would-be fishermen are ignoring Coast Guard warnings 
and heading out to sea in small boats.  What these new fishermen don’t 
realize is the problem is not catching a tuna—the problem comes after they’re 
caught.  On September 23, the Christi Anne, a 19-foot boat, capsized while 
doing battle with a tuna.  That same day the 27-foot boat Basic Instinct 
suffered the same fate, while Official Business, a 28-footer, was swamped 
after it hooked onto a 600-pound tuna. The tuna pulled it underwater. 
 
These fishermen underestimated the power of the fish they were trying to 
catch.  That is what temptation does to us.  It takes us by surprise.  It looks 
great on the surface.  Only after we hook into it do we discover its strength. 
 

Citation: Kent Edwards, South Hamilton, Massachusetts; 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(A Treasury of Mark Twain edited by Edward Lewis and Robert Myers) 

Kansas City, Missouri: Harper & Row, Publishers. Copyright – 
Hallmark Cards. 1967.  

 
 
We do not deal much in facts when we are contemplating ourselves. 
p. 51 
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“Open Range”: God Patiently Waits 
 
Open Range is an old-fashioned western about a confrontation over land 
rights between free-ranging cowboys and a land-owning rancher.  When the 
rancher kills cowboy Charley Waite’s friends, Charley (Kevin Costner) 
returns to the rancher’s town to seek justice and revenge. 
 
His plans for bloodshed, however, reawaken memories of the Civil War.  As 
an assassin, he had killed hundreds, and as the war grew long, he stopped 
discriminating between soldiers and civilians, between men, women, and 
children. He had killed them all. 
 
But when Charley meets Sue Barlow (Annette Bening), Charley sees the 
possibility of a different life for himself—a life filled with love, home, and 
family.  Until he met Sue, Charley considered such a life out of reach for a 
man with his murderous past.  Yet, Sue’s love calls him to that different life. 
 
Charley’s violent side re-emerges in a shootout in which he is wounded.  He 
resolves to leave Sue and his dreams of a changed life.  As Charley prepares 
to leave, Sue tells of her patient love for him, despite his past.  If you listen 
closely, you can hear the words of God, who waits patiently for those who 
would come to him. 
 
In a dusty, shot-up saloon, Sue tells him, “I don’t have the answers, Charley, 
but I know that people get confused in this life about what they want, and 
what they’ve done, and what that they think they should have [done] because 
of it.  Everything they think they are or did takes hold so hard that it won’t 
let them see what they can be.” 
 
She continues, “I’ve got a big idea about us, Charley . . . and I’m not going to 
wait forever, but I am going to wait.  And when you’re far away, I want you to 
think about that . . . and come back to me.” 
 
Elapsed time: This scene begins at 02:04:55 and ends at 02:05:50. 
 
Content: Rated R for violence. 
 

Citation: Open Range (Touchstone Pictures, 2003), written by Lauran Paine and Craig 
Storper, directed by Kevin Costner; submitted by Drew Zahn, Stratford, Iowa 
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v. 24 Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription. 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 24: 
 

 “God sent the hand that wrote on the wall, 
p. 1592 
 
 
The sermon comes to a CONCLUSION with a “THEREFORE”: 
 

“THEREFORE HE [this Most High God] SENT THE HAND THAT 
WROTE THE INSCRIPTION.” 

 
 
“THEREFORE” in view of the fact that you are GUILTY on all SEVEN COUNTS: 
 
 1. “you . . . have not humbled yourself,” 
 
 2. “thought you knew all this,” 
 
 3. “you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven,” 
 
 4. “you had the goblets from his temple brought to you,” 
 
 5. “you and your nobles, your wives, and your concubines drank  

wine from them,” 
 
 6. “you praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood  

and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand,” and 
 
 7. “you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and  

all your ways.” 
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Gangel says: 
 
 This verse stands by itself without need for explanation, but let’s 
remember that probably several hours had passed since the writing first 
appeared.  We must allow time for the initial attempt to read it, the call of 
the wizards and the deliberations with the king, the entrance of the queen 
mother, the arrival of Daniel, and Belshazzar’s explanation to God’s prophet.  
And this was not a game in which the home team was ahead by thirty points 
with two minutes to play and the crowd headed for the parking lot.  You can 
bet that no one had left the room since the mysterious hand had appeared. 
p. 150 
 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 
“Then” (says Daniel) “when thou hast come to such a height of impiety as 
thus to trample upon the most sacred things, then when thou wast in the 
midst of thy sacrilegious idolatrous feast, then was the part of the hand, the 
writing fingers, sent from him, from God; he sent them, and this writing, 
thou now seest, was written, . . . 
p. 1091 
 
 
 
Haskell says: 
 
What he could not see written in his own breath and muscles, what he could 
not read in his own heart-beats, God wrote in mystic characters on the palace 
wall, over against the candlestick. 
p. 72 
 
 
 
Lucas says: 
 
Daniel refers to the hand that wrote as a divine emissary.  The fact that God 
communicated by a written message gives it ‘a sense of finality, even of 
determinism’. . . . 
p. 132 
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Leupold says: 
 
Belshazzar’s sin is evaluated as failure to do what so obviously ought to have 
been done, and for the doing of which the king had ample knowledge and 
incentive.  This part of the king’s guilt is a sin of omission.  This explains why 
God sent agents to transmit a message to the king. 
 This preliminary explanation was, in a sense, more necessary for 
Belshazzar than was the interpretation of the handwriting.  Or, to be more 
exact, this was the initial part of the explanation; this explained the broader 
purpose.  The handwriting was the climax of the divine message. 
p. 233 
 
 
 
Showers says: 
 
 Daniel applied the example of Nebuchadnezzar to Belshazzar.  In spite 
of the fact that Belshazzar knew about the humiliation of Nebuchadnezzar, 
he hadn’t learned humility from it.  Instead, through his desecration of the 
vessels of Jehovah, he had exalted himself against the very God who had 
abased Nebuchadnezzar.  In light of the precedent of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Belshazzar should have glorified the God who sovereignly controlled his life 
breath.  Because of Belshazzar’s arrogant contempt, God sent the mysterious 
hand to write its ominous message. 
pp. 56-57 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
 Belshazzar was a proud and vain man.  Although he knew of his 
grandfather’s insanity and of his descent to the level of a beast, he had not 
profited by this experience.  Instead, he had committed sacrilege in using the 
vessels taken from God’s temple in Jerusalem.  He had defied the living and 
true God; and, by the profane use of that which had been holy, he had mocked 
God and insulted Him.  Knowing the truth, he yet rejected it. 
p. 560 
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v. 25 “This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, 
PARSIN 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 25: 
 

and this is what is written: MENE, TEQEL, and PERES. 
p. 1592 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 25-28: 
 
The judgment by God 
p. 1346 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further: 
 
As God had judged Nebuchadnezzar’s pride by removing him from the throne, 
so He would judge Belshazzar’s pride by taking the kingdom from him and 
giving it to another people.  This judgment was written in the words that 
appeared on the plaster. 
p. 1346 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
Daniel construed “mene,” “tekel,” and “parsin” to be Aramaic passive 
participles.84  Therefore “mene” means “numbered,” “tekel” means “weighed,” 
and “parsin” means “divided.”  “Mene” was written twice to stress that the 
divine decision was certain of fulfillment.  So the message literally read, 
“Numbered, numbered, weighed, and divided.”  As explained previously, 
these Aramaic words probably were recognized,85 but their significance was a 
mystery, which Daniel proceeded to solve.  The inscription was an 
announcement of the divine evaluation of Belshazzar’s reign and a 
pronouncement of imminent judgment. 
p. 165 
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Goldingay says: 
 
Under the surface of the inscription Daniel sees in these verbs a message for 
Belshazzar.  They hint at three moments in God’s dealings with him as king, 
the past moment when he appointed him, the present moment when he is 
evaluating his performance, and the coming moment when he breaks off his 
dynasty because of its failure.  All three are past from the perspective of the 
prophecy; like many OT prophecies, it speaks of coming events as already 
actual, on the basis of God’s decision that they should take place. 
Belshazzar’s sin has exceeded Nebuchadnezzar’s, and so will his fall, not 
merely to banishment in humiliation, but to death and the end of his dynasty, 
without finding repentance (Joubert). 
p. 116 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
I can’t resist telling you the story of a man who was a foreigner in this 
country and was finally persuaded by his daughter to go to church, although 
he had great difficulty understanding English.  However, he agreed to go 
with his daughter, Minnie, on the Sunday the preacher had unfortunately 
chosen for his text the account of this writing on the wall: MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN.  As soon as the preacher mentioned this, the man 
grabbed Minnie his daughter by the hand and took her out of the church.  
“Father, what in the world is the matter?” she asked.  “Did you hear what 
that preacher said?  He said, “Minnie, Minnie, come tickle the parson’!”  Well, 
that is not the interpretation of this writing upon Belshazzar’s wall. 
p. 561 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
First Daniel read the inscription which the wise men were unable to read.  It 
was brief, containing only three words with the first word repeated. 
p. 1346 
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v. 26 “This is what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the days of 
your reign and brought it to an end. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 26: 
 

This is what the words mean:  
“Mene: God has numbered the days of your rule and they don’t 

add up. 
p. 1592 
 
 
There are TWO THINGS here in verse 26: 
 
 1. “GOD HAS NUMBERED THE DAYS OF YOUR REIGN” and 
 
 2. “[HE HAS] BROUGHT IT TO AN END.” 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
MENE is translated “number”, and it is repeated—Number, Number.  It 
meant that God had numbered the kingdom of Babylon.  We have a common 
colloquialism. today, “His number is up.”  That is an accurate expression of 
the idea here.  Also, in Psalm 90:12, we read, “So teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.”  Only God knows when 
“our number is up”—when our earthly journey is over. 
p. 561 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
MENE . . . is an Aramaic noun referring to a weight of 50 shekels . . . It is from 
the verb menâh, “to number, to reckon.”  TEKEL . . . is a noun referring to a 
shekel . . . It is from the verb teqāl, “to weight.”  PARSIN . . . is a noun meaning 
a half-mina . . . It is from the verb peras, “to break in two, to divide.” . . .  
 Even if the wise men could have read the words (which they couldn’t), 
they could not have interpreted them for they had no point of reference as to 
what had been numbered, weighed, and divided. 
p. 1346 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further: 
 
Then Daniel proceeded to interpret the meaning of these words.  He 
explained that MENE meant that God had numbered . . . the duration of the 
days of Belshazzar’s kingdom and was about to bring it to an end. 
p. 1346 
 
 
 
Showers says: 
 
The word MENE meant numbered or reckoned.22  It indicated that God had 
numbered the days of Belshazzar’s kingdom and had reckoned that those 
days had come to their end.23  This word had been written twice to emphasize 
the certainty of the end of Belshazzar’s kingdom.24 
p. 57 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
Mene is explained as the past participle of a verb menē’, ‘numbered’ or menâ’, 
‘appointed’, a verb used in 2:49 and 3:12.  Similarity of sound conveys the 
double idea that a destiny shapes his end and that his ‘days are numbered’. 
pp. 124-25 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
God hath fixed the number of years of thine empire, and that number is now 
complete. 
p. 743 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
 The determinate number of years which God hath appointed for the 
continuance of thy reign and the Babylonish monarch is finished.  So God is 
said to “number the months” of man’s life, and to “appoint him bounds which 
he cannot pass,” . . . 
p. 656 
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David Jeremiah says: 
 
 Across those whitewashed walls were sprawled the words in Aramaic: 
“MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN.”  The meaning of that phrase seals the 
fate of Babylon. 
 
 Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. 
 

It’s all over, Belshazzar; God has called your number.  Behind the 
magnificent walls of Babylon, the king laughed at the approach of Cyrus, but 
that night the Medo-Persian armies were creeping in under the city, ready for 
the kill. 
pp. 109-10 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
Mene—the days of Belshazzar’s reign were numbered and were in fact 
finished.  The tenure of every earthly ruler is determined by God.  He had 
decided that the king had reached his limit.  What solemn words were these, 
“Belshazzar, your number is up!” 
p. 64 
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Thinking about AMERICA, I am wondering if God isn’t saying something 
similar to us. 
 
 
 
(America’s Godly Heritage: A Transcript of the Video and Audio by the Same 

Title by David Barton) Aledo, TX: WallBuilder Press. Copyright – 
David Barton, 1993.  

 
Did you realize that 52 of the 55 Founding Fathers who worked on the 
Constitution were members of orthodox Christian churches and many were 
even evangelical Christians? 
p. 3 
 
 
. . . Patrick Henry: 
 

“It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great 
nation was founded, not be religionists, but by Christians; not on 
religions, but on the gospel of Jesus Christ!”6 

 
6.  Barton, Myth, p. 118, quoted Steve C. Dawson, God’s Providence in America’s History 
(Rancho Cordova, CA: Steve C. Dawson, 1988), p. I:5. 
p. 5 
 
 
 In his “Farewell Address,” Washington pointed out that the two 
foundations for political prosperity in America were religion and morality, 
and that no one could be called an American patriot who attempted to 
separate politics from its two foundations.  He explained: 
 

“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, 
religion and morality are indispensable supports.  In vain would that 
man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to subvert these 
great pillars.”11 

 
11. Barton, Myth, p. 115, quoting James D. Richardson, A Compilation of the Messages and 
Papers of the Presidents, 1789-1897 (Published by the Authority of Congress, 1899), Vol. 1, p. 
220, September 17, 1796. 
p. 8 
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(Whispers of His Power by Amy Carmichael) Fort Washington, PA: CLC 
Publications. Copyright – The Dehvanur Fellowship, 1982.  

 
Ps. 90:12:  So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our 

hearts unto wisdom. 
 
Some while ago I was given two big pieces of soap, and I use both every 

day.  For a good while I saw very little difference in either, but gradually I 
saw that both were just a little less.  Of course one can’t at the same time 
both give and keep, and soap is always giving.  Every time you use it, it gives 
you something of itself, so naturally it becomes less and less. 

Did you ever think of life as a piece of soap?  Every day, hour, minute, 
it is giving you something of itself.  Soon it will have given all, and then there 
won’t be any more of it here.  When we are young we think things will go on 
just as they are forever.  But they don’t. 

Next time you use your soap, will you think of David’s prayer in Psalm 
90: 12? 
p. 101 
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v. 27 Tekel: You have  been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 27: 
 

“Tequel: You have been weighed on the scales and you don’t 
weigh much. 

p. 1592 
 
 
With the word “TEKEL” there are TWO STATEMENTS as well: 
 
 1. “YOU HAVE BEEN WEIGHED ON THE SCALES” and 
 
 2. “YOU HAVE BEEN . . . FOUND WANTING.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
TEKEL meant that Belshazzar had been evaluated by God, weighed . . . in a 
balance and had been found wanting, that is, he was too light.  A balance was 
the normal device used in weighing payments.  A payment was to meet a 
certain standard so if it did not meet a certain standard, it was rejected as 
unacceptable.  Belshazzar’s moral and spiritual character did not measure up 
to the standard of God’s righteousness so he was rejected.  “By Him [God] 
deeds are weighed (1 Sam. 2:3). 
p. 1346 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
Tekel—Belshazzar had been weighed in the balance of God and found too 
light in view of the blessings God had bestowed upon him.  He was “found 
wanting” because he had not fulfilled what God expected of him as an earthly 
ruler.  He had misused his position and privileges and had failed to 
acknowledge and glorify God.  Solemn words again, “Belshazzar, you did not 
measure up!” 
p. 64 
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David Jeremiah says: 
 

Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 
 
 That meant that the kingdom had been weighed and found to be too 
light, lacking in value.  Babylon failed to meet God’s standard.  The ancient 
Egyptians had a true idea of this divine judgment, although it was 
misapplied to their pagan god, Osiris.  They said that after death, a person 
was taken to the hall of judgment where his heart was removed and weighed 
on the scales against a feather.  If the heart was light, he was pure.  If not, he 
was weighted down with sin and would suffer punishment.  That pagan 
theology was close to the truth. 
 The Bible says that God weighs us in His balance.  “Let God weigh me 
in honest scales and he will know that I am blameless” (Job 31:6).  “Do not 
keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak such arrogance, for the LORD 
is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed” (1 Sam. 2:3).  When we 
talk about judgment being a “weighty matter,” it is truly God who holds the 
balance scales. 
p. 110 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
Tekel . . . is taken in its verbal form to mean ‘weighed’ or ‘assessed’.  The idea 
is present in 1 Samuel 2:3, ‘by him [the Lord] actions are weighed’ (cf. Jb. 
31:6).  Like the men whom the psalmist had in mind (Ps. 62:9), Belshazzar 
fails to tip the balance and reveals his lack of solid worth on God’s scales. 
p. 125 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
TEKEL simply means “weight.”  Babylon had been put on the divine scales 
and had been found wanting  The people of Babylon didn’t weigh enough—
they were lightweight.  God had raised up Babylon, and now He is going to 
put it down.  Why?  Because Babylon had not measured up to God’s 
standards. 
p. 561 
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“Gladiator”: The Eternal Consequences of Our Actions 
 
In the movie Gladiator, the Roman General Marcus Aurelius prepares to go 
to battle against a barbarian Germanic tribe.  Just prior to ordering the 
charge, he encourages his troops.  Sitting atop his horse, he looks out over his 
cavalry and yells, “What we do in life echoes in eternity.” 
 
Content: Rated R for violence 
 
Elapsed time: Measured from the beginning of the opening credit, this scene begins at 
00:07:09 and ends at 00:07:12. 
 

Citation: Gladiator (DreamWorks, 2000), written by David Franzoni, directed by Ridely 
Scott; submitted by David Slagle, Wilmore, Kentucky 

 
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(Love Beyond Reason by John Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

Copyright – John Ortberg, 1998.  
 

The God of the Bible is the God who notices.  “O Lord, you have 
searched me and known me,” the psalmist says.  There is not the smallest 
detail of your life that is not of immense interest to God. 
p. 34 
 
 
 
(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space Shuttle Columbia 

Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn Husband with Donna VanLiere) 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Evelyn Husband, 2003.  

 
Don’t die before you’re dead!! 
Don’s let anything stand in the way of God’s appointed purpose for your life. 

—From Rick’s journal 
p. 79 
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v. 28 Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 28: 
 

“Peres: Your kingdom has been divided up and handed over to 
the Medes and Persians.” 

p. 1592 
 
 
Just like the two previous verses, you have TWO STATEMENTS again with 
“PERES”: 
 
 1. “YOUR KINGDOM IS DIVIDED” and 
 
 2. “YOUR KINGDOM IS . . . GIVEN TO THE MEDES AND  

PERSIANS.” 
 
 
Now we can you put this all together. 
 
 
“MENE”: 
 
 1. “God has numbered the days of you reign” and 
 
 2. “God has . . . brought it to an end. 
 
 
“TEKEL”: 
 
 1. “You have been weighed on the scales” and 
 
 2. “You have been . . . found wanting.” 
 
 
“PERES”: 
 
 1. “YOUR KINGDOM IS DIVIDED” and 
 
 2. “YOUR KINGDOM IS . . . GIVEN TO THE MEDES AND  

PERSIANS.” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
In interpreting the third word Daniel changed the plural parsîn . . . to the 
singular PERES . . . Belshazzar’s kingdom was to be broken up (divided  
. . . and given to the Medes and Persians.  Apparently Daniel intended a play 
on words for a change in the vowels in perēs gives the word “Persian” . . . 
Thus the message was that because of the moral and spiritual degradation of 
the king and his kingdom, God would terminate the Babylonian Empire and 
give it to the Medes and Persians. 
p. 1346 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
PERES is the singular form of UPHARSIN (as it was given in verse 25), and 
it means “division.”  The kingdom of Babylon is now to be divided and given 
to the Medes and Persians.  In other words, the head of gold is to be removed; 
it is now time for the arms of silver to come into place.  God is in supreme 
command of the kingdoms of the earth.  Ezekiel wrote, “I will overturn, 
overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; 
and I will give it him” (Ezek. 21:27).  God will continue to turn over kingdoms 
until Christ comes.  I think He is doing a pretty good job. 
p. 561 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
Pērēs (Parsin is plural) is literally ‘part’, hence ‘half-mina’, and the verbal 
form means ‘shared’; Belshazzar’s kingdom is to be shared out between the 
Medes and Persians . . . 
p. 125 
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Miller says: 
 
“Mene” signifies that Belshazzar’s evil rule (and his life) would soon be over. 
 The term “wanting” denotes “lacking, deficient.”87  Belshazzar was 
“lacking, deficient in moral worth.”88  God’s moral laws were placed on one 
side of the scales and the king’s wicked life on the other.  Belshazzar did not 
measure up to God’s standard of righteousness, and the proud king had never 
repented of his sins and humbled himself before God and asked for 
salvation.89 
 Keil remarks that the meaning of peres (“divided”)90 “is not that the 
kingdom was to be divided into two equal parts, and the one part given to the 
Medes and the other to the Persians,” but the kingdom was to be divided into 
pieces, destroyed, or dissolved.91  Belshazzar would have realized that the 
division of his kingdom entailed his death, or at least his imprisonment.92 
p. 165 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
God, whom thou hast defied, has thy kingdom in his own hands, and has 
numbered its days and finished its course just at the time thou thoughtest it 
at the height of its prosperity.  Though, who hast lifted up thy heart in pride 
as the great one of the earth, art weighed, and found lighter than vanity.  
Thy kingdom, which thou didst dream was to stand forever, is divided 
between the foes already waiting at thy gates. 
pp. 120-21 
 
 
 
Walvoord sums it up when he says: 
 
The inscription meant that his kingdom had been numbered, weighed, 
divided. 
p. 227 
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v. 29 Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold 
chain was placed around his neck, and he was proclaimed the third 
highest ruler in the kingdom. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 29: 
 

Belshazzar did what he had promised.  He robed Daniel in purple, 
draped the great gold chain around his neck, and promoted him to 
third-in-charge in the kingdom. 

p. 1592 
 
 
As soon as Daniel reads the inscription and gives the interpretation, we read 
that Belshazzar kept his word and commanded for THREE THINGS to be 
done for Daniel: 
 
 1. “[HE] WAS CLOTHED IN PURPLE,” 
 
 2. “A GOLD CHAIN WAS PLACED AROUND HIS NECK,” and 
 
 3. “HE WAS PROCLAIMED THE THIRD HIGHEST RULER IN  

THE KINGDOM.” 
 
 
I am reminded of Matthew chapter 14 when the DAUGHTER OF 
HERODIAS danced at Herod’s birthday party.  He promised her that she 
could have whatever she wanted.  She asked for the head of John the Baptist 
on a platter.  We read in: 
 
Matthew 14:9 
 

And although he was grieved, the king commanded it to be given 
because of his oaths, and because of his dinner guests. 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
The honors in verse 29 were doubtless urged on him, without his wish, in 
such a way that he could not with propriety refuse them.  Had he refused 
them after announcing the doom of the kingdom, he might have been 
suspected of cowardice or treason. 
p. 743 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
The king was duty-bound to keep his promise of giving a reward. Whether he 
fully believed the interpretation or not is of little moment at this point.  The 
circumstances had been so extraordinary that it seems impossible that the 
king could still doubt.  Weak characters like Belshazzar might be expected to 
be all compliance and acquiescence.  He will have been grateful in a measure 
that at least the suspense was at an end.  He, no doubt, hardly expected so 
swift a retribution as he actually met. 
p. 237 
 
 
 
Lucas says: 
 
The king’s reaction is perhaps explicable in terms of his not wanting to lose 
face in front of his courtiers by breaking his promise. 
p. 134 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
All of these honors, however, were short-lived and useless, as Daniel well 
knew, and typical of the honors of this world. 
p. 129 
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Gowan says: 
 
This unconditional announcement of judgment receives a strange response 
from Belshazzar.  His terror ought to have been redoubled, but now nothing 
is said of any emotion.  The story continues as court wise man stories are 
supposed to do, with the rewarding of Daniel.  Then comes an abrupt ending, 
the fulfillment of the omen that very night. 
p. 91 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
Daniel had interpreted the writing and was given the rewards promised by the 
king.  He did not refuse the gifts since to receive them now could not influence 
his message, and at any rate the gifts were meaningless.  What good was it to 
be “proclaimed” (to the people in the room, not throughout the empire) the 
third ruler in an empire that would collapse in only a few hours?  No 
acknowledgment of the greatness and power of Israel’s God is recorded, but 
Belshazzar’s conferring the promised gifts upon Yahweh’s representative, 
Daniel, indicates that he believed the interpretation.  This in itself was an 
indirect recognition of Yahweh’s reality and power.  The king was not 
necessarily silent, but any words he might have uttered after this encounter 
were not considered germane to the story. 
p. 166 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
Notwithstanding this terrible denunciation, Belshazzar did not forget his 
promise, but had Daniel at once invested with the scarlet robe and chain of 
gold, and proclaimed him third ruler in the kingdom.  This Daniel accepted, 
probably with a view to being better prepared to look after the interests of his 
people during the transition to the succeeding kingdom. 
p. 121 
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Walvoord says: 
 
In keeping with his promise, Belshazzar put purple clothing around Daniel 
and a gold chain around his neck and proclaimed him the third highest ruler 
in the kingdom.  All this, however, was empty because as Daniel recorded, 
“That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, and Darius 
the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two” (v. 30). 
p. 228 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 
 Belshazzar didn’t seem to get the message immediately, because he 
ordered Daniel to be clothed in royal robes with a gold chain around his neck 
and to be proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom.  Daniel had told 
him he wasn’t interested in that stuff; he knew these honors would be short-
lived and useless. 
pp. 110-11 
 
 
 
Blair says: 
 
God’s servant was willing to receive the gratuities from the king.  Even this 
was providential, for as the “third ruler” in the kingdom, Daniel was given 
back the position he once held under King Nebuchadnezzar.  Doubtless it was 
because of his position as the “third ruler” that the conquering King Darius 
respected Daniel, making him the first of the three presidents over the entire 
kingdom. 
p. 114 
 
 
 
Dyer says: 
 
 The news was grim, but Belshazzar kept his word.  Daniel was hailed, 
dressed in purple, adorned with a gold chain, and declared third highest ruler 
in the kingdom.  The kingdom, however, fell before morning. 
p. 119 
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Ironside says: 
 
 But the foolish and unrepentant king, despite all this, seems to fancy 
he is still secure.  He offers Daniel the worthless honors he had promised, 
attempting to carry out the pledges made to him, as though still in the zenith 
of his glory. 
p. 89 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these remaining three verses: 
 
THE REVELATION FULFILLED (5:29-31) 
p. 1346 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
One might have expected Belshazzar’s wrath to fall on Daniel because of the 
message he brought.  But instead the king, faithful to his word . . . rewarded 
Daniel.  However, Daniel’s enjoyment of those honors and the position to 
which he had been promoted was short-lived for that very night Belshazzar 
was killed and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom. 
p. 1346 
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v. 30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 30: 
 

 That same night the Babylonian king Belshazzar was murdered. 
p. 1592 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 The city had been under assault by Cyrus.  In anticipation of a long 
siege the city had stored supplies to last for 20 years.  The Euphrates River 
ran through the city from north to south, so the residents had an ample water 
supply.  Belshazzar had a false sense of security, because the Persian army, 
led by Ugbaru, was outside Babylon’s city walls.  Their army was divided; 
part was stationed where the river entered the city at the north and the other 
part was positioned where the river exited from the city at the south.  The 
army diverted the water north of the city by digging a canal from the river to 
a nearby lake. 
 With the water diverted, its level receded and the soldiers were able to 
enter the city by going under the sluice gate.  Since the walls were unguarded 
the Persians, once inside the city, were able to conquer it without a fight.  
Significantly the defeat of Babylon fulfilled not only the prophecy of Daniel 
made earlier that same night . ..  but also a prophecy by Isaiah (Isa. 47:1-5).  
The overthrow of Babylon took place the night of the 16th of Tishri (October 
12, 539 B.C.). 
pp. 1346-7 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
 According to the Nabonidus Chronicle, the date was the sixteenth of 
the month of Tishri, which most scholars agree would have been October 12, 
539 B.C.95  The banquet may have been held on the night before, October 11, 
539 B.C.96 
p. 167 
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Miller says further: 
 
The outer walls were approximately twenty-five feet in width and rose to a 
height of at least forty feet.  These fortifications were too difficult to 
challenge, and so according to Herodotus and Xenophon, the Medo-Perisian 
army diverted water from the Euphrates River (which ran under the walls of 
Babylon) into a marsh.  With the level of the water lowered, the soldiers were 
able to wade the river under the walls and enter the city.100 
 Xenophon added that the city was invaded while the Babylonians were 
feasting in a time of drunken revelry,101 and Herodotus also related that a 
festival was in progress.102  As a matter of fact, Xenophon cited the festival as 
the reason the Persians chose to attack Babylon on that particular night.103 
p. 167 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
 In this instance judgment struck very swiftly because the insolence 
had been so very daring, beyond even what heathen standards might have 
allowed; and, without a doubt, the king had given no tokens of repentance. 
p. 237 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
As the capture of the city by Cyrus was not till near daylight, there was no 
want of time in that eventful night for accomplishing all that is here 
recorded.  The capture of the city so immediately after the prophecy of it 
(following Belshazzar’s sacrilege), marked most emphatically to the whole 
world the connection between Babylon’s sin and its punishment. 
p. 744 
 
 
 
Haskell says: 
 
 Scarcely had the scarlet robe been placed on Daniel and the golden 
chain hung about his neck, when the shouts from the invading army rang 
through the palace. 
p. 74 
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Fyall says: 
 
That very night underlines the swiftness and certainty of the judgment. 
p. 83 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
Although the city was actually taken by Cyrus, it was done in the name of 
Cyrus’s uncle, Darius the Mede.  Thus Babylon came to a disgraceful end 
when it impiously laid its hands on the sacred vessels of God.  Remember, 
God has means of bringing the proudest down to destruction. 
p. 70 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
 God gave Nebuchadnezzar a year to repent, but He judged Belshazzar 
that very night.  The king had not learned from those who had gone before, 
and Daniel told him so (vv. 17-23).  But it was too late! 
pp. 562-63 
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Boice says: 
 
 Let me present the case in this way.  The day is coming—it may not be 
far off—when you and I and all persons are going to stand before the 
judgment seat of God.  God is our king.  But you are a rebellious subject.  God 
is righteous, but you are a sinner.  You are to be weighed in that judgment, 
and the judgment of God written over you is going to be the judgment of God 
on Belshazzar’s Babylon: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN. 
 Mene means that God is going to number your deeds to show you that 
you have failed to achieve his standards.  We are told in Revelation of a great 
book in which the deeds of men and women are recorded.  This book will be 
opened on the day of judgment, and the evil you have done will be poured out 
on one side of God’s scales.  That is what the word tekel signifies.  All the lies, 
all the hypocrisies, all the self-seeking, all the harm done to others—all this 
will fill the scale.  You will be weighed.  And as you stand there that great 
scale of God is going to go crashing down on the side of your just doom and 
condemnation. 
 Then God is going to speak the word peres: divided.  The Greek word 
for judgment means “divided,” for God’s judgment is a final dividing of the 
ways.  One way leads to life; the other leads to the outer darkness of hell 
“where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” and “eternal 
punishment” (Matt. 25:30, 46). 
 What will you say in that day?  How will you respond when God 
measures your deeds, weighs your character, and declares you wanting? 
p. 63 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says finally: 
 
The phrase “that very night” (v. 30, NIV) has an ominous ring to it.  “He who 
is often reproved, and hardens his neck, will suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy” (Prov. 29:1, NKJV).  Belshazzar was slain that very night 
and the head of gold was replaced by the arms and chest of silver.  According 
to historians, the date was October 12, 539 B.C. 
p. 69 
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Joseph Parker says: 
 
 Then Daniel began to talk as only Daniel could talk; then he looked the 
king into another man; then he read the writing to him:—“Numbered,” 
“wanting,” “divided.”  There is some incoherence that is better than the finest 
rhetorical continuity; a hiatus may be more significant than an elaborate 
detail.  Let the king hear the principal words, and he will understand; he will 
not come up again to ask petty questions. There is an interpreter within the 
man; the moment he hears the right word from without, the interpreter 
within will say, That is the word of the Lord—“numbered,” “wanting,” 
“divided.”  “That night was Belshazzar, the king of the Chaldeans, slain.”  He 
began riotously, and thus he ended.  The first note of this tragic anthem was 
one of revel; the last was a groan of helplessness, defeat.  He died drunk. 
p. 416 
 
 
 
Ryrie reminds us of the judgment of the unsaved: 
 
At the conclusion of the millennial reign of Christ unbelievers of all time will 
be raised and judged.  Their resurrection is the resurrection of judgment 
spoken of by the Lord in John 5:29.  Their judgment will take place before a 
Great White Throne (Rev. 20:11-15).  Their Judge is the Lord Christ . . .  
 Those judged are simply called “the dead”—unbelievers (in contrast to 
“the dead in Christ” which refers to believers).  This judgment will not 
separate believers from unbelievers, for all who will experience it will have 
made the choice during their lifetimes to reject God.  The Book of Life which 
will be opened at the Great White Throne judgment will not contain the 
name of anyone who will be in that judgment.  The books of works which will 
also be opened will prove that all who are being judged deserve eternal 
condemnation (and may be used to determine degrees of punishment).  It is 
not that all their works were evil, but all were dead works, done by 
spiritually dead people.  It is as if the Judge will say, “I will show you by the 
record of your own deeds that you deserve condemnation.”  So everyone who 
will appear in this judgment will be cast into the lake of fire forever. 
p. 515 
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Ray Charles on Living with Death in View 
 
Three days after the death of Ray Charles, June 10, 2004, I was clipping bits 
out of old Reader’s Digest issues.  In the March 2004 issue, headlining the 
Quotable Quotes page, Ray Charles was cited from Esquire magazine as 
saying, “Live every day like it’s your last, ‘cause one day you’re gonna be 
right.” 
 

Citation: Robert Grove, Manteno, Illinois; source: Reader’s Digest (March 2004, p. 63) 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL: 

Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.  
 

Mercifully, we are dealing with a Creator who is not only sovereign, 
but also compassionate.  God knew that if we tried to run our own lives, we 
would reap misery and conflict, and that our drive to be in control would 
render us hopelessly enslaved and would ultimately destroy us.  He knew 
that the only hope for man was through surrender. 
p. 37 
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v. 31 and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two. 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 31 somewhat differently: 
 

He was sixty-two years old.  Darius the Mede succeeded him as king. 
p. 1592 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 The rule of the Medes and Persians was the second phase of the times 
of the Gentiles (the silver chest and arms of the image in Dan. 2).  The events 
in chapter 5 illustrate that God is sovereign and moves according to His 
predetermined plans.  Those events also anticipate the final overthrow of all 
Gentile world powers that rebel against God and are characterized by moral 
and spiritual corruption.  Such a judgment, anticipated in Psalm 2:4-6 and 
Revelation 19:15-16, will be fulfilled at the Second Advent of Jesus Christ to 
this earth. 
p. 1347 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
LESSON #1:  Daniel finds that God can still use him in his senior years. 
 
 
LESSON #2:  This is the third time that the wise men and enchanters, the 

astrologers and all the rest of the brain-trust have been unable to 
interpret spiritual things. 

 
 
LESSON #3:  Daniel does not want anything to do with the favors that have 

been promised to him lest it affect his interpretation and motivation 
for giving the meaning of the handwriting on the wall. 

 
 
LESSON #4:  It is “the Most High God” who gave Nebuchadnezzar his 

“sovereignty,” “greatness,” “glory,” and “splendor” (verse 18). 
 
 
LESSON #5:  Nebuchadnezzar was judged because he became “arrogant and 

hardened with pride” (verse 20). 
 
 
LESSON #6:  Following the discipline, Nebuchadnezzar “acknowledged that 

the Most High God is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and sets 
over them anyone he wishes” (verse 21). 

 
 
LESSON #7:  Belshazzar “knew all this” but he refused to humble himself 

before “the Most High God” (verse 22). 
 
 
LESSON #8:  Belshazzar is guilty on seven counts: (1) he has “not humbled” 

himself; (2) he “knew all this” about Nebuchadnezzar; (3) he “set 
[himself] up against the Lord of heaven” (4) he used the “goblets from 
[the Lord’s] temple”; (5) he “drank” from those sacred goblets; (6) he 
“praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone”; 
and (7) he “did not honor the God who holds in his hand [his] life and 
all [his] ways” (verses 22 & 23). 
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LESSON #9:  God does “hold in his hand” our lives and “all [our] ways”  
(verse 23). 

 
 
LESSON #10:  “God has numbered the days” of Belshazzar’s kingdom and 

“brought it to an end” (verse 26). 
 
 
LESSON #11:  He had “been weighed on the scales and found wanting”  

(verse 27). 
 
 
LESSON #12:  His “kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians” 

(verse 28). 
 
 
LESSON #13:  The gifts given by Belshazzar to Daniel would be of no value 

with the coming of the morning light.  And so it is with those who love 
the world and the things that are in the world. 

 
 
LESSON #14:  “That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was 

slain” (verse 30). 
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Fyall says: 
 
Belshazzar is not depicted as excessively wicked, rather he comes across as 
vain and headstrong.  He is guilty of that most basic sin of arrogance, of 
failing to take into account the God who held his very life in his hands.  His 
story is like that of the rich fool in Luke 12:20 to whom God said, ‘This very 
night your life will be demanded from you.’  Both are fools in the biblical 
sense of taking no account of God . . . Thus the chapter is a salutary reminder 
to ‘number our days’ (Ps. 90:12), and a warning against a practical atheism. 
p. 83 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
 Also noteworthy is the emphasis on the failure of Belshazzar to fulfill 
his stewardship, his mission on earth.  God had graciously given him his 
kingdom and the very breath of life—but, as Daniel charged, the king did not 
glorify God (v. 23).  He completely disregarded his Creator. 
 Modern man, like Belshazzar, has lost his way because he lacks a 
purposeful relationship with God and does not know why he is alive.   
A university professor declared, “Men have lost the sense of the purpose of 
being.” 
p. 66 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 

God holds everyone responsible for sin, even powerful monarchs 
hiding behind seemingly impregnable fortresses.  Babylon is 
finished, and King Belshazzar has already seen the handwriting 
on the wall. 

p. 153 
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Dyer says: 
 
 World War II brought tremendous destruction to Germany.  Many of that 
nation’s cathedrals were destroyed during the Allied bombing campaigns.  
When the war was over, most cities and towns began the painstaking process of 
trying to restore the things that had once been so special to them.  In one town, 
the people decided to rebuild the cathedral and restore a statue of Christ that 
had stood in front of it.  They rebuilt the cathedral, and it was beautiful.  They 
then called in the best artists and craftsmen to restore the statue of Christ. 
 Before the statue had been destroyed, a small plaque had been attached 
on the front that read, “Whosoever will, let him come.”  As they began the 
restoration, everything went well until they tried to reconstruct the part of the 
statue where Christ’s hands had been.  In spite of their best efforts, they didn’t 
believe the hands could be sufficiently repaired to do justice to the statue.  
Finally, one of the artists said, “Let’s not try to restore the hands.”  So they 
placed the statue back in front of the cathedral—a beautiful statue of Christ, 
but without hands.  They also changed the plaque on the front of the statue to 
read, “Christ has no hands but ours.” 
p. 126 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 
 Perhaps you have been through some rugged, even tragic experiences 
over the last few months and years.  You have endured some difficult days—
and more and more, you have treasured the hope of Christ’s return.  You 
have kept watch out of the corner of your eye, realizing that He might come 
at any moment to call us into the clouds to meet Him.  Scripture says there is 
a special reward for those “who have loved His appearing”: “Finally, there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who 
have loved His appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8). 
 There will be a crown given to those who look forward to our Lord’s 
return.  Frankly, I don’t see many people doing that these days.  It isn’t 
fashionable or chic to talk about the Second Coming.  When I was a boy,  
I remember how people used to say to one another, “It may be today!” or 
“Maybe tonight.”  So many these days are caught up in the details of the 
present age: politics, the stock market, making money, and recreating on the 
weekends.  We aren’t longing for His return because we’re too busy living life 
in the fast lane.  Nevertheless, our Lord has reserved special recognition for 
those who watch and long for His return. 
pp. 164-65 
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Jeremiah says further: 
 
 That prophetic handwriting has an application to our time.  The Bible 
says: 

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.  
People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the 
good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God—having a form of godliness but denying its power. 

2 Timothy 3:1–5 
 
 It was curtains for Belshazzar when he took the holy vessels of God and 
desecrated them.  What about us?  We don’t have personal access to the ancient 
cups of gold.  But the Bible says our bodies are temples of the Lord, the vessels 
of God.  When we take holy things that belong to God and corrupt them with 
drugs, alcohol, and the degrading things of the world, God’s judgment is soon at 
the door.  That’s a pretty sobering thought. 
 Just as the downfall of Babylon meant the end of a great civilization, so 
the end of the age will be marked by the extinction of the Gentile world powers.  
The doom of Babylon foreshadows the doom of Babylon the Great, the mother of 
harlots (see Rev. 17:5).  People today laugh when we tell them that our modern 
civilization is doomed, but I’m certain that our modern civilization is doomed, 
but I’m certain that Belshazzar never conceived in his mind that his mighty 
empire would be overthrown. 
 An anonymous poet left this for us to consider: 
 

At the feast of Belshazzar 
And a thousand of his lords, 
While they drank from golden vessels, 
As the book of Truth records, 
In the night as they reveled 
In the royal palace hall, 
They were seized with consternation 
At the hand upon the wall. 
So our deeds are recorded, 
There’s a hand that’s writing now. 
Sinner, give your heart to Jesus 
To His royal mandate bow. 
For the day is approaching, 
It must come to one and all, 
When the sinner’s condemnation 
Will be written on the wall. 

pp. 112-13 
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Spurgeon says: 
 
 I would have every man also weigh himself in the scales of God’s Word 
. . . 
p. 377 
 
 
 
He then says: 
 
Take then the epistles, and see whether you can go with the apostle in what 
he said of his experience.  Have you ever cried out like him—“O wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?”  Have you 
ever felt like him, that “this is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners?”  Have 
you ever known his self-abasement?  Could you say that you seemed to 
yourself the chief of sinners, and always accounted yourself less than the 
least of all saints?  And have you known anything of his devotion?  Could you 
join with him and say, “For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain?” 
p. 377 
 
 
 
(Just Give Me Jesus by Anne Graham Lotz) Nashville, TN: W Publishing 

Group / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Anne Graham Lotz, 2000.  
 
He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 
believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26).  Do you 
believe this?  Do you believe that when there is no hope, 

when there is no recourse, 
when there is no answer, 

when there is no help, 
when there is no way, 

when there is no remedy, 
when there is no solution, 

when there is nobody, 
that there is hope if you have Jesus?  Do you believe Jesus can make a way 
when there is no way? 
p. 212 
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(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL: 
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.  

 
The person who has never acknowledged Christ’s right to rule over his 

life has no basis for assurance of salvation.  He may claim to be a Christian; 
he may have walked an aisle or prayed the sinner’s prayer; he may know how 
to speak “Christianese”; he may be heavily involved in Christian activities; 
but if he thinks he can have a relationship with God by retaining control over 
his life and somehow trying to fit Jesus in with everything else, he is deceived 
and is still at war with God. 

Sadly, for the past 150 years or more, evangelicalism has developed a 
theology that offers assurance of salvation to almost anyone who prays a 
prayer or “make a decision for Christ,” even though he may still be clinging to 
his rights, holding on to his sin, and bent on running his own life.  The 
Scripture does not recognize such a profession as genuine. 
p. 54 
 
 
 
(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom) Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell. 

Copyright – Corrie ten Boom, 1977, 2003.  
 
Lord Jesus, thank you that in life and in death I belong to you.  Hallelujah! 
p. 59 
 
 
 
(Experiencing God Day-By-Day: The Devotional and Journal by Henry T. 

Blackaby and Richard Blackaby) Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman. 
Copyright – Henry Blackaby and Richard Blackaby, 1997.  

 
Seek to bring every physical desire under the control of the Holy Spirit so 
that nothing will impede your accomplishing what Jesus asks of you. 
p. 85 
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(Get Over It and On With It! by Michelle McKinney Hammond) Colorado 
Springs, Colorado: WaterBrook. Copyright –  Michelle McKinney 
Hammond, 2002.  

 
Dear heavenly Father, I stand before You greatly in need of Your help.  

I have struggled and wrestled with my own life, in my own strength, long 
enough.  I am unable to find solutions to my problems, to fill the gaping void 
in my life.  I am in need of wisdom, solace, a Redeemer.  I fully understand 
that I am a sinner in need of grace and that you have paid the price for my 
failings with the blood of Your own Son.  I ask that You forgive my sin; that 
You wash me, cleanse me, and make me acceptable in Your sight.  I want to 
be in right relationship with You.  Jesus, I accept the payment You made for 
my salvation, and I ask You to become my Savior and Lord.  I believe in my 
heart and now confess with my mouth that You are indeed Lord.  I can no 
longer chart my own course.  I willingly choose to yield to Your direction.  I 
now release and place all my burdens in Your hands, and I place my trust in 
You.  Grant me wisdom and the strength to follow your leading.  In Jesus’ 
name I pray.  Amen. 
p. 221 
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