PART II
SESSION #12: Daniel 6:10-28
TEXT:
v. 10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went
home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem.
Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his
God, just as he had done before.
v. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking
God for help.
v. 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did
you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays
to any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”
The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the laws of the
Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”
v. 13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah,
pays no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still
prays three times a day.”
v. 14 When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined
to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him.
v. 15 Then the men went as a group to the king and said to him, “Remember,
O king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict
that the king issues can be changed.”
v. 16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into
the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve
continually, rescue you!”
v. 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king
sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that
Daniel’s situation might not be changed.
v. 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating
and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not
sleep.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

v. 19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den.
v. 20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice,
“Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually,
been able to rescue you from the lions?”
v. 21 Daniel answered, “O king, live forever!
v. 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have
not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done
any wrong before you, O king.”
v. 23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den.
And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him,
because he had trusted in his God.
v. 24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were
brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and
children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered
them and crushed all their bones.
v. 25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every
language throughout the land: “May you prosper greatly!
v. 26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and
reverence the God of Daniel. “For he is the living God and he endures
forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end.
v. 27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens
and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”
v. 28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus
the Persian.
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INTRODUCTION:

Jam Session
One Sunday evening, I overheard my five-year-old daughter, Julie, practicing
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing,” a song she’d been rehearsing that morning in
church for next week’s Christmas program. It was all I could do to suppress
my laughter when, in place of “with angelic host proclaim,” Julie sang, “with
the jelly toast proclaim.”
Citation: Marilyn Clark, Cincinnati, OH. Today’s Christian Woman, “Heart to Heart.”
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

A young preacher was asked by the local funeral director to hold a grave-side
burial service at a small local cemetery for someone with no family or friends.
The preacher started early but quickly got himself lost, making several wrong
turns. Eventually, a half-hour late, he saw a backhoe and its crew, but the
hearse was nowhere in sight and the workmen were there.
The diligent young pastor went to the open grave and found the vault lid
already in place. Taking out his book, he read the service. Feeling guilty
because of his tardiness, he preached an impassioned and lengthy service,
sending the deceased to the great beyond in style.
As he was returning to his car, he overheard one of the workmen say: “I’ve
been putting in septic tanks for twenty years and I ain’t never seen anything
like that.”
(Received via e-mail from Floyd Edwards, July 24, 2004)
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Cowboy Logic
A cowboy was herding his herd in a remote pasture when suddenly a brandnew BMW advanced out of a dust cloud towards him.
The driver, a young man in a Brioni suit, Gucci shoes, Ray Ban sunglasses,
YSL tie, leans out the window and asks the cowboy, “If I tell you exactly how
many cows and calves you have in your herd, will you give me a calf?”
The cowboy looks at the man, obviously a yuppie, then looks at his peacefully
grazing herd and calmly answers, “Sure. Why not?”
The yuppie parks his car, whips out his Dell notebook computer, connect it to
his AT&T cell phone, surfs to a NASA page on the Internet, where he calls up
a GPS satellite navigation system to get an exact fix on his location which he
then feeds to another NASA satellite that scans the area in an ultra-highresolution photo. The young man then opens the digital photo in Adobe
Photoshop and exports it to an image processing facility in Hamburg,
Germany.
Within seconds, he receives an email on his Palm Pilot that the image has
been processed and the data stored. He then accesses a MS-SQL database
through an ODBC connected Excel spreadsheet with hundreds of complex.
He uploads all of this data via an email on his Blackberry and, after a few
minutes, receives a response.
Finally, he prints out a full-color, 150 page report on his hi-tech, miniaturized
HP LaserJet printer and finally turns to the cowboy and says, “You have
exactly 1586 cows and calves.”
“That’s right. Well, I guess you can take one of my calves,” says the cowboy.
He watches the young man select one of the animals and looks on amused as
the young man stuffs it into the trunk of his car.
Then the cowboy says to the young man, “Hey, if I can tell you exactly what
your business is, will you give me back my calf?”
The young man thinks about it for a second and then says, “Okay, why not?”
“You’re a consultant” says the cowboy.
“Wow! That’s correct,” says the yuppie, “but how did you guess that?”
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“No guessing required” answered the cowboy. “You showed up here even
though nobody called you; you want to get paid for an answer I already knew,
to a question I never asked; and you don’t know anything about my business
. . . Now give me back my dog.”
(Received via e-mail from Floyd Edwards, July 26, 2004)
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(When the Cowboys Come to Town! by Stephen Bly) Winchester, ID: Bly
Books. Copyright – Stephen Bly, 2000.
Leavin’ a Pal in Prescott
The trail, like my heart, was empty
as I rode north at the break of day.
An Arizona moon still hung in the sky,
hopin’ I’d change my mind and stay.
But the pain was too great back in Prescott,
the sorrow too momentous to bear.
I had spent the previous day diggin’ a grave
and then buried my best friend there.
We had just finished up the fall gather,
penned the last cows behind the gate.
We pranced into town feelin’ frisky,
with big plans how we’d celebrate.
Now, my pard he spotted this filly,
even in the bright noontime glare.
Her charms were such I couldn’t argue . . .
sweet face and purdy dark hair.
I left the two of them by the hotel,
figured I’d better find my own game.
There are times for a partner to go it alone.
I reckoned that I’d do the same.
I found a cute little gal dealin’ Faro,
who promised to go for a walk.
We found a park bench that was empty
and had jist settled down for a talk.
From the hotel I heard such a ruckus.
Out into the street I fled.
In the midst of the crowd I found him.
My partner was sprawled out there dead.
“What happened!!” I yanked out my pistol.
“Who shot him? I want to know!”
A little man wearin’ a new bowler,
said, “I done seen the whole show.”
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“Your pal and the filly were visitin’,
his charm must have gone to her head.
She glanced up with big eyes and nodded.
Lookin’ startled, he dropped over dead.”
It was a heart attack that had took him,
of this all the witnesses agree.
She was probably too young and too willin’,
which was a great lesson for me.

p. 25

So I buried him right there in Prescott,
with a heart that was heavy and sad.
A pal like that comes once in a life . . .
he was the best horse I ever had.

(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary
by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.
Large person:
1. fell down and rocked herself to sleep trying to get up
2. his shadow would weigh ten pounds
3. takes a big loop to rope him
4. blazes a wide trail
5. fills up a huddle
6. takes a big stick to knock him down
7. looks grained up and ready to ship to market
8. was born on the 8th, 9th, and 10th of September
9. ought to bed down with the night herd
10. you think he never will get through getting’ up
11. has to curl up to lay down in a boxcar
12. large enough to be a quartet
13. like a train, he takes a while to get going and a while to stop
14. big as a gang plow
15. fills up a room like he was wearing it
16. could go bear hunting with a switch and give the switch to the bear
17. looks like he ought to have “John Deere” stenciled on his butt
18. when he tries to walk, he gets in his own way
p. 164
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(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary
by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.
Leader, inept: if he lined up a firing squad, he’d arrange them in a circle
p. 166
As the scene of our study opens in Daniel 6, our hero is probably
86 YEARS OLD.

(Age Doesn’t Matter Unless You’re a Cheese by Kathryn & Ross Petras) New
York, NY: Workman Publishing. Copyright – Kathryn & Ross Petras,
2002.
I take a simple view of living: It is Keep your eyes open and get on with it.
ACTOR LAURENCE OLIVIER
p. 27
The love we have in our youth is superficial compared to the love that an old
man has for his wife.
HISTORIAN WILL DURANT
p. 41
I still have two abiding passions. One is my model railway, the other—
women. But, at the age of eight-nine, I find I am getting just a little too old
for model railways.
CONDUCTOR PIERRE MONTEUX
p. 76
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(I Am What I Ate … and I’m Frightened!!! And Other Digressions from the
Doctor of Comedy by Bill Cosby) New York, NY: HarperCollins.
Copyright – William H. Cosby Jr., 2003.
Because when you’ve got old parts, sometimes old parts bend or they wrinkle.
And they get caught and then they straighten out. So it might have been the
straightening out of something that caused the pain. Or it could’ve been
something that got pinched for no reason and then straightened out. Or
while it was pinched the pain was there. Whatever caused it, something
happened.
I’ve felt things and heard joints as my parts got old. A simple pain
would suddenly appear. For example, your hand is up at your face and then
you bring your arm down and you hear a snap. Which if you’ve heard it on
any football field, would mean something was broken. But because these are
old parts, old bones, they’re able to make that sound and really nothing is
hurt. It’s just the grinding of old parts.
p. 79
Sometimes old parts make strange sounds. Gurgling sounds. Some of
these sounds are coming from the intestines, I think. And this depends on
whether I’ve eaten. Generally, I like to eat my protein first and then my
vegetables. And I don’t get those sounds as much if I eat chocolate first and
then nothing else after. But if I don’t eat chocolate, then I begin to sound like
a musical instrument. I can do a guitar with a wa-wa pedal. And there are
many songs that my old parts have played. But there’s no rhythm to it. It’s
just gurgling things. It’s an angry stomach. And an angry pancreas.
Whoops! There it is. I just got one. And it traveled a distance—about four
inches. But it was a soft, sort of purring sound. The kind of sound you get
when your cat is next to you. You hear it breathing but it has that rattle
sound.
pp. 80-81

(The Caleb Quest: What You Can Learn From the Boldest Dreamer in the
Bible by Mark Atteberry) Nashville, TN: Nelson Books. Copyright –
Mark Atteberry, 2004.
And, in what is perhaps the most telling indication of the changes happening
in my body, we are now buying the ten-gallon-bucket size of Advil.
p. 78
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HOLLYWOOD HERO
Sunday School teacher to class of young boys: “Who went into the lion’s
den and came out unhurt?”
Answer: “Tarzan!”
(From InfoSearch 4.2)

HE HAD AN EXCELLENT “SPINE”
Charles Spurgeon tells how a boy, reading this account aloud from chapter 6
of Daniel, mistakenly rendered verse 3 as follows: “Then this Daniel was
preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent SPINE was
in him.” Spurgeon commented that it undoubtedly was bad reading but good
theology.
(From InfoSearch 4.2)
The QUESTIONS we raise as we approach this passage are:
Why is it that God allows us sometimes to go through the most difficult
circumstances as believers?
What is He trying to accomplish in the process?
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(Refined by Fire by Brian & Mel Birdwell) Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House
Publishers, Inc.. Copyright -– Brian and Mel Birdwell, 2004.
Mrs. Bush and I talked for a few minutes, then she gave me a long,
genuinely tender hug and asked how I was doing. I told her, “I’m doing
okay.”
She turned back to Brian and said, “Well, Colonel Birdwell, I brought
someone to see you.”
And . . . nothing.
She waited a moment, then turned her head toward the door. “I said I
brought someone to see you, Colonel Birdwell.” At that the President walked
into the room. He looked haggard. His eyes were bloodshot, and you could
tell his visit here was gut-wrenchingly difficult for him. He walked to the foot
of Brian’s bed, which was cranked up so Brian could “sit up” for the visit.
Brian saw the President and his eyes were huge, so wide-eyed taking it all in.
The President said, “Colonel Birdwell” and saluted Brian. I couldn’t
believe what I was seeing. I was surprised that the President, as the
commander-in-chief, subordinated himself to Brian, a junior officer. I
thought, He’s showing respect for my husband. My eyes filled with tears.
When the President began to drop his hand, he noticed that Brian was
trying to return the salute.
Before President and Mrs. Bush arrived, the nurses had prepped Brian
for the tank and surgery, so they had removed all his bandages. Only sterile
towels were draped over him. As Brian tried to raise his arm, all we could
see was bright red muscle—no skin. The skin had burned off, and the staff
had debrided the rest.
The President stood still, with huge tears in his eyes, holding his
salute while Brian tried desperately and agonizingly to return it. Brian
struggled to lift his hand to a proper salute but was able to get only about
three-quarters of the way up before he had to drop it because of the pain.
President Bush continued to hold his salute until Brian’s arm came back
down.
Normally, the junior officer initiates a salute and then holds it until
after the President drops his salute. In this case Brian struggled to lift his
severely burned arm and hand to his forehead, while the President’s arm
stayed still. What an incredible moment. There stood the President of the
United States—the most powerful man in the free world. And he was holding
his salute to a junior-ranking officer—my husband—out of respect for him
and what he was going through.
We were all crying. Finally President Bush dropped his salute and
told Brian, “Colonel Birdwell, you are a great American, a hero, and we are
going to get the guys who did this. This will not go unanswered.” Brian
seemed to take it all in with his huge eyes. Then the President turned to me,
still with tears in his eyes, gave me a hug and a kiss, and asked how I was
doing. I felt horrible because here was the President of the United States
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giving me a hug and a kiss—and I hadn’t showered or washed my hair in
three days! I had on no makeup. And my shirt had Brian’s blood all over it
because every time I would do something with Brian, such as help a nurse
readjust his position, I would get his blood on me. I’m making quite the

impression, I kept thinking. But President Bush didn’t seem to notice.

Then Mrs. Bush explained pleasantly, “Colonel Birdwell is from Fort
Worth”. And it was the happy dance again! Even the President did the little
Texas happy dance!
The President asked Brian, “Do you have children?”
“Yes, Sir,” I told him. “Our son, Matthew. He’s twelve.”
He nodded solemnly.
“How about pets?”
“Hayley, our golden retriever. But Brian calls her the Big Stupid.”
The President laughed at that. “Mrs. Birdwell, may we pray for your
family?”
“Yes, please!” I said. “We’d really appreciate that.”
Then he read my Vacation Bible School T-shirt, which said, “Every
day’s a holiday with Jesus in your heart”—the same T-shirt I had worn for
the past two days.
“Is every day a holiday with Jesus in your heart?” he asked me.
“Yes,” I said. “Some of them are not especially happy holidays, but
every day is a holiday.”
He chuckled, then asked, “Where is your church?”
I told him and he nodded. “I’m familiar with it.”
Then one of the Secret Service agents stepped into the room. It was
time for the President to move to the next family, the last burn victim. So
they said good-bye and went into the next room.
pp. 68-70

(Growing Slowly Wise: Building a Faith that Works by David Roper) Grand
Rapids, MI: Discovery House. Copyright – David Roper, 2000.

May all your expectations be frustrated;
May all your plans be thwarted;
May all your desires be withered into nothingness . . .
That you may experience the powerlessness and poverty
Of a child and sing and dance in the compassion of God
Who is Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen.
p. 24

Brennan Manning’s blessing
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Thinking of Daniel on this occasion, being 86 years old, reminded me of
another crusty old saint at 85 years old, CALEB, speaking in:
Joshua 14:10-12
“Now then, just as the Lord promised, he has kept me alive for fortyfive years since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved
about in the desert. So here I am today, eighty-five years old! I am
still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I’m just as vigorous
to go out to battle now as I was then. Now give me this hill country
that the Lord promised me that day. You yourself heard then that the
Anakites were there and their cities were large and fortified, but, the
Lord helping me, I will drive them out just as he said.”

Gangel summarizes pretty well these remaining verses in Daniel 6:

p. 167

When everyone in the world seems to have turned against you,
and your colleagues at work have betrayed you, fall on your
kneed before God.
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You will remember from our previous study that DANIEL SURVIVED the
invasion and the fall of Babylon.
He is CHOSEN as one of the “three administrators” over the new MedoPersian government. These “three administrators” are responsible for “120
satraps” who govern the entire kingdom.
This means that probably there are about FORTY “SATRAPS” who are
responsible to EACH ONE OF THESE “THREE ADMINISTRATORS.”
Darius has plans to ELEVATE DANIEL over the whole crew because of his
being so impressed with Daniel’s integrity and administrative gifts.
This is set about a JEALOUS PLOT perpetrated by these other leaders to
wipe out Daniel.
They have tried to find something from his PERSONAL LIFE and
POLITICAL LIFE to condemn him but he has come out SQUEAKY CLEAN.
The only thing they could come up with is his SPIRITUAL LIFE.
They have TRICKED DARIUS into signing a “decree” that no one would offer
a prayer for thirty days to anyone else but to Darius the king.
The “decree” has just been signed and now we are ready to launch into
DANIEL’S RESPONSE and the ultimate outcome of this difficult set of
circumstances.
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v. 10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went
home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward
Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed,
giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.

Peterson paraphrases verse 10:
When Daniel learned that the decree had been signed and
posted, he continued to pray just as he had always done. His house
had windows in the upstairs that opened toward Jerusalem. Three
times a day he knelt there in prayer, thanking and praising his God.
p. 1593

The Bible Knowledge Commentary outlines the first nine verses that precede
our text:

1.
THE PROMINENCE OF DANIEL (6:1-3)
p. 1347
2.
THE PLOT OF THE LEADERS (6:4-9)
p. 1348

The Bible Knowledge Commentary outlines verses 10-11:
3.
THE PRAYER OF DANIEL (6:10-11)
p. 1348
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The plot to this point has been successful and the “decree” of Darius has been
signed into law.
DANIEL is mentioned 39 TIMES in these verses that remain in Daniel 6.
THE LORD is mentioned 20 TIMES.
THE KING is mentioned 39 TIMES.
The KEY PHRASE in verse 10 is the FINAL PHRASE:
“JUST AS HE HAD DONE BEFORE.”
Daniel makes it quite clear that there is nothing or no one who will stand in
the way of his commitment to the Lord God. So, as has been his habit, he
checks in “THREE TIMES A DAY” with the Lord. Not only to lay his
requests before the Lord, but to spend time in WORSHIP and in PRAISE.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The decree signed into law by Darius became public knowledge. But Daniel,
knowing of the decree, followed his customary practice (just as he had done
before) of going to his own upstairs room . . . three times each day to pray to .
. . God . . . He prayed toward Jerusalem . . .
Daniel’s prayer was first a prayer of thanksgiving . . . as he
acknowledged God’s goodnesses to him.
p. 1348
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Leupold says:
So “he sent to his house” deliberately and of a purpose to make one, perhaps
last, bold confession of his allegiance to his God, who had throughout a long
life safeguarded him remarkably against all harm and danger.
p. 261

He says further:
. . . even the best of God’s saints found that their devotion could not thrive
without regular and fixed prayer habits.
p. 262

He says finally:
This is not a statement of what he had formerly been in the habit of doing,
but of what he now continued to do. Note that the element of “praise” is not
absent even under the pressure of threatening danger. God is so much
deserving of praise that danger encountered by us cannot alter that basic
feature of all true devotion.
p. 262

Walvoord says:
Daniel, however, continued his prayer life which he had practiced three
times a day for many years. He had his windows opened toward Jerusalem and
no attempt was made to hide his continued devotion to his God.
p. 228
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Feinberg says:
When Daniel found out about the new decree, he went home to pray in his
accustomed manner. His open window was not intended as a defiant display
but was intended to direct his attention to the holy city, Jerusalem. All Jews
in exile—even today—face toward Jerusalem in prayer. This is in keeping
with the prayer of King Solomon at the dedication of the temple . . .
p. 76

He says further:
This was not done out of contempt or disloyalty to the king; Daniel simply
believed that no earthly ruler dared to intervene in the relationship between
a man and his God. Thus, the king’s edict had no effect on Daniel’s spiritual
life: he continued just as he always had.
p. 76

Gangel says:
Central to the message of this chapter, this verse establishes the inner
spiritual strength of God’s servant. Here we see a man of sterling spiritual
quality of whom God said to another prophet: “Son of man, if a country sins
against me by being unfaithful and I stretch out my hand against it to cut off
its food supply and send famine upon it and kill its men and their animals,
even if these three men—Noah, Daniel and Job—were in it, they could save
only themselves by their righteousness, declares the Sovereign LORD” (Ezek.
14:13-14).
p. 167
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Campbell says:
Daniel soon learned of the new law. His enemies saw to that. But he quietly
and firmly made the decision to continue his habit of praying three times
daily “as he did aforetime.”
Did Daniel debate the alternatives? There were other options open to
him. Why not cease praying for 30 days and outwit his enemies? Why not
change his custom and pray elsewhere, perhaps in secret? Why not simply
pray inaudibly as he went about his other duties? But for Daniel anything
else but following his usual custom was subterfuge and would have involved
loss of testimony before even his enemies. He was not a man who served God
only when there was no price to be paid.
Daniel’s spirit reminds us of Polycarp, one of the Early Church fathers
who was threatened with martyrdom in Smyrna if he did not reproach
Christ. He replied, “Eighty and six years have I served Him, and He never
did me any injury. How then can I blaspheme my King and Saviour?”
And Daniel, too, was faithful to God though it appeared it would cost
him his life.
pp. 72-73

Lucas says:
When he hears of the decree, Daniel refuses to break with his normal practice
of prayer. He is not directly confrontational, doing nothing to flaunt his
defiance, but neither does he take steps to hide it. His ‘upper room’ was
probably like that described by Moore (1895: 96), ‘an apartment raised above
the flat roof of a house at one corner, or upon a tower-like annex to the
building, with latticed windows giving free circulation to the air’. What we
read here of Daniel’s practice of prayer probably reflects a custom that grew
up in the eastern Diaspora.
p. 150
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Goldingay says:
“Before his God” also suggests a meekness in the presence of authority: it is
the term used for addressing the king. . . .
p. 128

Keil & Delitzsch say:
The satraps did not wait long for Daniel’s expected disregard of the
king’s prohibition. It was Daniel’s custom, on bended knees, three times a
day to offer prayer to his God in the upper chamber of his house, the window
thereof being open towards Jerusalem. He continued this custom even after
the issuing of the edict; for a discontinuance of it on account of that law would
have been a denying of the faith and a sinning against God. On this his
enemies had reckoned. They secretly watched him, and immediately
reported his disregard of the king’s command.
pp. 212-13

Walvoord says:
The remarkable faithfulness of Daniel in the face of this decree was
similar to that of his three companions in chapter 3 as they faced the fiery
furnace. According to the record, although he knew that the writing was
signed and that discovery and execution were inevitable, he nevertheless
went to his house where his windows were opened in the direction of
Jerusalem, which still lay in ruins.
p. 137
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Walvoord says further:
While Daniel’s consistency of life and testimony has been evident throughout
the book of Daniel, here we learn the inner secret. In spite of the pressures of
being a busy executive with many demands upon his time, Daniel had retired
to his house three times a day to offer his prayers for the peace of Jerusalem
as well as for his personal needs. This was not the act of a person courting
martyrdom but the continuation of a faithful ministry in prayer which had
characterized his long life. The Scripture observes that he did this as he had
done before.
p. 138

Smith says:
Daniel foresaw the conspiracy going on against him, but took no means
to thwart it. He simply committed himself to God, and left the issue to his
providence. He did not leave the empire on pretended business, or perform
his devotions with more than ordinary secrecy; but when he knew the writing
was signed, just as aforetime, with his face turned toward his beloved
Jerusalem, he kneeled down in his chamber three times a day, and poured
out his prayers and supplications to God.
p. 130

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
three times a day–(Ps. 55:17). The third, sixth, and ninth hour; our nine,
twelve, and three o’clock. . . .
p. 745
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Young has this to say:

And when Daniel knew that the writing was inscribed, he went up to his
house, and he had windows opening in his roof-chamber toward Jerusalem,
and three times a day he was kneeling upon his knees, and praying and
making confession before his God, even as he had been accustomed to do
before this. Even after he had learned that the king had signed the decree,
[Daniel] continued his custom of prayer. In so doing he was not tempting
God nor guilty of hypocrisy or ostentation. His manner of prayer was the
result of his deep piety, and could be discovered only by spies who were on
the lookout for such things.
p. 135

He then says further:
These words fitly characterize the entire course of [Daniel’s] life. In his
prayer there was nothing forced or mechanical, but he uttered his petitions as
in the very presence of God. The higher the task to which God calls a man,
the more does he feel the need of prayer. It was [Daniel’s] custom to offer his
prayer with thanksgiving . . .
p. 135

Miller says:
The text states that Daniel’s custom was to pray and give thanks to
(or “praise”) God three times a day. When this law was passed, he did not
change his religious behavior, nor did he hide it. Daniel was a man of
courage and conviction who was willing to stand for God even if it meant
death.
p. 182
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Longman says:
His response is simple: He goes upstairs and prays with the windows open
toward Jerusalem. There is no speech or inner turmoil recorded in the
narrative. The impression the narrative intends to impart is Daniel’s
unflinching obedience. He does not question, doubt, or worry; he acts. He
does not bow toward Darius, but toward Jerusalem. Darius is neither the
object nor the mediator of his prayers. That role is taken by Yahweh.
pp. 160-61

He says further:
According to the passage, Daniel did this three times a day. This
practice is not mandated anywhere in Scripture, but is perhaps suggested by
passages such as Psalm 55:17:13
Evening, morning and noon
I cry out in distress,
and he hears my voice.
The mention of the “three times a day” indicates that Daniel’s prayer
on this occasion is not stirred on by the decree; it is part of his regular habit.
p. 161

Matthew Henry says:
He opened them towards Jerusalem, the holy city, though now in ruins, to
signify the affection he had for its very stones and dust . . . He did this three
times a day. It is good to have our hours of prayer, not to bind, but to remind
conscience; and, if we think our bodies require refreshment by food thrice a
day, can we think seldomer will serve our souls? All who knew him knew it
to be his practice; and he was not ashamed of it.
p. 1092
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Gaebelein says:
The aged man of prayer, in sweet communion with God, continues
thrice daily to pray and to give thanks.
p. 63

He says further:
It is a beautiful scene. When Daniel knew the decree had been signed, he
went calmly back into his house and with his windows open towards
Jerusalem he prayed and gave thanks to the Lord. He looked away from
earthly circumstances and looked to the omnipotent One.
p. 22

Haskell says:
While the Medes and Persians knew about God, they did not know him.
An actual experience was needed, and God would manifest his power through
that same faithful servant who had witnessed for him sixty-eight years.
Daniel was true, noble, and generous. He was anxious to be at peace
with all men, but would not permit any power to turn him aside from the
path of duty. He was willing to obey those who had rule over him; but kings
and decrees could not make him swerve from his allegiance to the King of
kings. He realized that compliance with Bible requirements was a blessing to
both soul and body.
pp. 82-83
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Haskell says further:
Daniel was aware of the purpose of his enemies to destroy his influence
in his life; he knew of the decree, but it made no difference in his daily life.
He did nothing unusual to provoke wrath, but in a straight-forward manner
he performed his accustomed duties, and three times a day at his usual times
for prayer, he went into his room, and with his windows open toward
Jerusalem, he earnestly pleaded with the God of heaven to give him strength
to be faithful.
Daniel had a special meeting-place, and an appointed hour when he
met the Lord, and these appointments were kept. There is a beauty in the
thought of the soul connection between Daniel and heaven. His spiritual life
was an actual thing, a life which he lived as real and as true as the physical
life. The only life which his enemies knew or could comprehend was the
physical life. To sever the intercourse with God would be as painful to Daniel
as to deprive him of natural life; and as Christ withdrew to the mountains
after days of soul-harrowing labor in order to be refilled with that life which
he constantly imparted to the hungering multitudes, so Daniel sought God in
prayer.
p. 83

He says finally:
Noble and true is the one who has God ruling in his heart. Underhanded and
mean are the actions of those who yield to the influence of Satan.
p. 84
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Blair asks the question:
How did Daniel react to the new law? “Now when Daniel knew that the
writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in
his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day,
and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.” The action
of the king did not affect Daniel in the least. When he received knowledge of
what had been done, he went to his house at the appointed time and prayed
as always. Daniel did not complain, nor did he feel sorry for himself; he
simply continued to live as he had always lived. Prayer was as important to
Daniel’s soul as food to his body. He ate three meals a day, but he also
prayed three times a day. He was a man of courage and valor; more than
that, he was a man of prayer. Doubtless it was on his knees that he received
his fearless courage.
p. 123

Baldwin says:
As soon as the document had been signed Daniel knew that he had
been framed. If the possibility occurred to him that he could change his
prayer routine, or pray without appearing to do so, it was dismissed as out of
the question. He steadily continued his lifelong habit of regular prayer, as
his accusers expected he would. Had he taken evasive action no doubt some
other plot would have been laid against him, and by saving his own skin he
would have betrayed the God whom he had served for some seventy years.
Nothing would have been gained and he would have lost the opportunity to
prove the faithfulness of his God.
pp. 128-129

Berrigan says:
Turning to prayer, Daniel utterly ignores the king and his ineffably
foolish edict, as if to say, “Let us lead the lives we are summoned to; the rest
is as dust.” Did he conclude that an approach to His Majesty was useless?
In any case, he walks to a different drummer. He has summons to answer,
issued by his God. Prayer comes first. All other means and methods toward
survival he holds in abeyance.
pp. 94-95
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Berrigan says finally:
Little can be done to counter the royal decree, but that little is done.
It proves crucial, and not only to Daniel and his companions. When the
community falls to prayer, the act does not seem to be a last-ditch recourse of
beleaguered victims. Nothing appears frantic or hasty or improvised. It is
simply the accustomed order of the day, a liturgy to be observed, be the times
prosperous or ill. Shall there be, on the day of testing, any variation in holy
routine? By no means.
p. 96

Fyall says:
It would be a misunderstanding to see this as mandatory for ways and times
of praying, although three times a day at morning, noon and evening reflects
the concern to give the whole day to God. Jerusalem was currently in ruins
and praying towards it was a statement of faith that it would be restored.
That was a statement of belief that God, the Lord of history, who had set his
name there would never finally abandon it. Nor was this exceptional
behaviour – just as he had done before.
p. 87

Ironside says:
In full accord with this, Daniel went up into his house three times
daily; and bowing down upon his knees before his windows, opened toward
Jerusalem, he offered his prayers and thanksgivings, and made his
confession to his God. And now when he knows that he takes his life in his
hand each time he carries out his pious custom, he does not shrink for a
moment, or seek in any way to hide from his enemies the fact that he has to
do with the God of Israel. As he kneels with bowed head facing the direction
of the desolated city of Jehovah, Jerusalem, the place where the Lord had set
His name, we may be assured that his prayer was none the less fervent, and
his thanksgiving none the less real, because he knew, as he could not help
but know, that malignant spies were waiting to report his conduct to the
king, who, according to the unalterable laws of the Medes and Persians, was
bound to carry out its provisions, and to visit upon each offender the penalty
prescribed.
p. 103

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

27

Boice says:
I like those last words: “just as he had done before.” This was a
pattern with Daniel. The outside world may have been changing, but God
had not changed and Daniel was not going to allow his relationship to God to
change regardless of the shifting circumstances.
I want you to see two things about Daniel at this point. First, Daniel
was the smallest of all possible minorities at this time—a minority of one—
but although he was only one man among many hostile enemies, he was the
one man who knew the true state of affairs in this struggle. Darius did not
know what was going on. He had not even been able to see through the
strategy of the administrators and satraps, and he perceived nothing of the
spiritual struggle. The conspirators did not understand the situation. They
did not know Daniel’s God, and they thought it would be an easy thing to get
Daniel executed.
p. 70

He says further:
At this time Daniel probably did not even have the support of his three
friends, for they are not mentioned as they were in the incident involving
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream . . . Either they had been transferred to other parts
of the empire or they had died; Daniel was now elderly. Here was one man
standing alone in the midst of an utterly pagan culture. All were against
him. Any who knew his convictions would have laughed at them. Yet in all
this vast empire Daniel was the one man who really had it together. He
knew that there was a true God, and he knew who that true God was. He
knew that God was powerful. He knew that God could deliver him, if he
chose to do so. Above all, he knew that obeying and serving the one true God
had to be the supreme goal in his life.
That leads to the second important thing about Daniel, namely, what
he knew he practiced openly. Some people maintain their belief in God
privately and confess him if asked. But they do not want to offend anyone.
They do not want to be seen as religious. So they back off. They retreat.
They privatize their convictions. Daniel did not do that, and in this he
showed true greatness. Instead of hiding his convictions, he knelt before his
window in the sight of Babylon and prayed as he had always done.
We need more Daniels. We need more people who are willing to bring
their awareness of God and his laws off the reservation, who are willing to
open their windows and honor him before a watching world.
pp. 70-71
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Showers says:
Daniel refused to take the easy way out. He was not a fair-weather
friend who would serve God only when personally convenient or when there
was no price to pay. He was convinced that his daily relationship with God
should take precedence over the will of man. As a result, when he learned
about the decree, he continued his normal prayer practice. He went to his
roof chamber and prayed to God three times a day. He didn’t even avoid the
open windows or pray silently in order to escape detection, and he continued
to thank God in spite of the decree. Once again he was doing what was right
and trusting God for the results.
p. 67

Jeremiah says:
When Daniel heard about the decree he went home and did exactly
what he was accustomed to doing. He got down on his knees and prayed.
“He went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward
Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving
thanks to his God, just as he had done before” . . . Daniel was like David in
this respect. In Psalm 55:17, we read of David, “Evening, morning and noon
I cry out in distress, and he hears my voice.” The exciting thing about Daniel
is that he didn’t change when the pressure was on. I believe that is one of the
greatest characteristics of godliness in people’s lives; they can move through
the vicissitudes of life, untouched by the circumstances, because of the
consistence of their example and the godliness of their walk.
Psalm 46:1-2 says:

p. 117

God is our refuge and strength
an ever-present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give
way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea.
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Jeremiah says further:
Daniel was not just a prayer warrior, he was a prayer general. Prayer
was a habit with him in spite of the fact that he was a very busy man. He
was the prime minister of Medo-Persia, and just trying to stay a jump ahead
of those corrupt governors and princes would have to be a full-time job. But
he took time to pray three times a day because it was a priority.
There’s a slogan I’ve seen on some walls that says, “If you are really
having a busy day, skip your devotions. Signed, Satan.”
p. 120

He says finally:
The key to Daniel’s life is contained in one verse that is profound in its
simplicity. The last verse of chapter 1 states, “And Daniel continued . . .”
(KJV). No matter was his age, from teenager to senior-senior citizen, Daniel
continued constantly. Can you imagine what could happen if we developed
such consistency in our lives that the enthusiasm and determination to follow
the Lord developed and deepened, grew and blossomed so that from youth to
old age we were always a valuable tool in the hand of God?
p. 122

Phillips & Vines say:
See the calmness of Daniel, of this man who had been living for the Lord all
along. He had been trusting God all through the years. We can almost see
him as he goes to an upstairs room in his house. We can almost hear him as
he sings one of the Hebrew hymns.
If we live for Jesus when we are young, and start proving him, and go
on proving him all the way through life, when we get to our latter years and
crises come, we will be able to trust him then. We don’t have to panic. We
don’t have to be afraid.
p. 87
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J. Vernon McGee says:
Notice the reaction of Daniel to this new law. He did not do anything
audacious or foolhardy when he opened those windows—he had been doing
that for years. He simply did not back down. He did not act in a cowardly
and compromising manner by closing the windows but went about his usual
prayer life.
p. 565

He also says:
Notice also that Daniel prayed toward Jerusalem. That was the
direction of Daniel’s life, and he didn’t intend to change because of Darius’
decree. When away from the temple in Jerusalem, God’s people of that day
were to pray facing in that direction.
p. 565

Stortz says:
What are your excuses? They had better be good, because one day at the
final judgment you might be standing right next to Daniel. Let us look at his
prayer.
p. 94

He then says:
This was not the first time Daniel prayed in this way. We find in verse
10 that he prayed “as he had done before.” As you will see in Daniel 9, one of
the things that he was praying for was the restoration of Jerusalem. At the
end of that prayer, God gave him eyes of faith to see the future of Jerusalem
when it would be restored and when a Savior would come to that city to save
his people from their sins. Daniel opened the windows of prayer out of
faithfulness, but it was in faith that Daniel prayed, believing that God would
do an incredible work in the future.
p. 94
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Joseph Parker says:
Daniel’s answer was what our answer ought always to be—he went on
praying. That is the only answer that God asks from us.
p. 425

Spurgeon says:

He was in the habit of praying thus three times a day. He had not only
his appointed seasons of morning prayer and of evening prayer, as most
believers have; but he had his noon-day retirement for prayer, as perhaps
only a few have. He was an old man, over eighty years of age at this time,
but he did not mind taking three journeys to his house to pray. He was a
very busy man. Probably no one here has half so much important business to
transact daily as Daniel had, for he was set over all the empire, and yet he
found time regularly to devote three stated intervals for prayer. Perhaps he
thought that this was prudent economy, for, if he had so much to do, he must
pray the more; as Martin Luther said, “I have got so much to do to-day that
I cannot possibly get through it with less than three hours of prayer.” So,
perhaps, Daniel felt that the extraordinary pressure of his engagements
demanded a proportionate measure of prayer to enable him to accomplish the
weighty matters he had on hand.
p. 381

He says further:
I greatly admire one feature in Daniel’s decision. He did not alter his
accustomed habit in any single particular. Without disguise and without
parade he pursued the even tenor of his way. As we have already said, the
time was the same, the attitude was the same, the open window was the
same. There was no precaution whatever to conceal the fact that he was
going to pray, or to equivocate in the act when he was praying.
p. 383
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Psalm 55:16-19
But I call to God,
and the Lord saves me.
Evening, morning and noon
I cry out in distress,
and he hears my voice.
He ransoms me unharmed
from the battle waged against me,
even though many oppose me.
God, who is enthroned forever,
will hear them and afflict them
—Selah
men who never change their ways
and have no fear of God.
Acts 4:19, 20
But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in
the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the
judge; for we cannot stop speaking what we have seen and heard.”
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MORNING, NOON, NIGHT
In May 2003, a powerful earthquake struck northern Algeria. TV
news images showed distraught people searching the rubble for survivors,
while others numbly visited hospitals and morgues to see if their loved ones
were alive or dead. Families stood together weeping and crying out for help.
Their burden of uncertainty and grief could be seen, heard, and felt.
If you’ve experienced an intense feeling of loss, you’ll appreciate the
words of David in Psalm 55, penned during a painful time in his life.
Oppressed by the wicked, hated by his enemies, and betrayed by a friend,
David spoke of the anxiety and anguish that threatened to crush his spirit:
“Fearfulness and trembling have come upon me, and horror has overwhelmed
me” (v.5).
But instead of caving in to fear, David poured out his heart to God: “As
for me, I will call upon God, and the Lord shall save me. Evening and
morning and at noon I will pray, and cry aloud, and He shall hear my voice”
(vv.16-17).
Prayer lifts our eyes from personal tragedy to the compassion of God.
It enables us to cast our burdens on the Lord instead of breaking under their
weight. When our hearts are filled with pain, it’s good to call on God in
prayer—morning, noon, and night. —David McCasland

THINKING IT OVER
Difficult circumstances can motivate us to pray.
Read Jesus’ Blueprint For Prayer at
www.discoveryseries.org/hj891

(From Our Daily Bread, Wednesday, August 4, 2004)
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Daniel was not going along with the other captives in Babylon, according to:
Psalm 137:1-4
By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept
when we remembered Zion.
There on the poplars
we hung our harps,
for there our captors asked us for songs,
our tormentors demanded songs of joy;
they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
How can we sing the songs of the Lord
while in a foreign land?
Daniel has not been affected by that kind of thinking because we read in the
passage that as “HE GOT DOWN ON HIS KNEES AND PRAYED” he was:
“GIVING THANKS TO HIS GOD, JUST AS HE HAD DONE
BEFORE.”
Out of the bowels of a PHILIPPIAN JAIL we read in:
Acts 16:25
But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of
praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them;
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(The Preces Privatae of Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester selections
from the translation by F. E. Brightman) London: Methuen & Co. Ltd.
Copyright – unknown, 1920.

p. 156

Blessed be the Lord
(of Jethro)
I will sing unto the Lord (of Moses and the Israelites).
Thou art my God,
and I will thank Thee
and I will praise Thee.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel:
for He hath visited and redeemed his people.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforteth
us in all our tribulation.
I will give thanks unto the Lord with my whole heart:
secretly with the faithful and in the congregation.
I will give thanks unto Thee, for I am wonderfully made:
marvellous are thy works, and that my soul knoweth
right well.
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(A Treasury of Wisdom: Daily Inspiration from Favorite Christian Authors
compiled by Ken and Angela Abraham) Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour.
Copyright – Barbour Publishing, Inc., 1998.
BLESS THE LORD by Samuel Bagster

“Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee.
Thus will I bless thee . . .”
PSALM 63:3, 4
Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy
name. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. I will
bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever.
Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise
thee. Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.
My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall
praise thee with joyful lips.
My soul doth magnify the LORD, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God
my Saviour.
Thou art worthy, O LORD, to receive glory and honour and power: for
thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
(August 3rd)

DELIVERED FROM FEARS
A large old Bible, frequently used by Abraham Lincoln during the critical
years of the Civil War, falls open easily to the 34th Psalm. If you examine
that page, you will note that it is smudged at one spot. It seems obvious that
the long, tapering fingers of the great emancipator often rested heavily on the
fourth verse, which reads: “I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and
delivered me from all my fears.” Lincoln had obviously come to realize that
God is a mighty refuge. The awareness of His presence had undoubtedly
garrisoned the President’s heart during his most severe difficulties and trials.
(From InfoSearch 4.2)
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HE PRAYED FOR HIS LIFE
A soldier was brought before his commanding officer and accused of
communicating with the enemy. He had been seen emerging from an area
where their troops were known to patrol. The poor man summed up his
defense in a few words, stating that he had slipped away to spend an hour
alone in prayer. “Have you been in the habit of spending an hour in private
prayer?” demanded the officer. “Yes, sir,” he replied. “Then,” said his
commander, “never in your life have you been in more need of prayer than
now. Kneel down and pray aloud so we all may hear you.” Expecting instant
death, the soldier dropped to his knees and poured out his heart to God. His
prayer immediately revealed an intimacy with the Heavenly Father. His
earnest fluency, his humble appeal for divine intervention, and obvious trust
in One who was strong to deliver told unmistakably that he came regularly to
the throne of grace. “You may go,” said the officer. “No one could have
prayed that way without a long apprenticeship; the fellows who have never
attended drill are always ill at ease for the review.”
Anyone who spends much time on his knees has no trouble standing on
his feet.
(From InfoSearch 4.2)
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A PRAYER PACT
How we admire Daniel for his life of prayer, especially because he prayed
regularly! We may not be as consistent because we don’t know what to pray
about, or we may lack the commitment to set aside time each day for prayer.
To improve our prayer life, it might help to make a PACT with God. Using
the letters P-A-C-T will not only remind us of our commitment to pray but
will also suggest four key elements of prayer.
PRAISE. Following the psalmist’s example, we should praise the Lord
for His nature and His attributes. We can exalt Him for His righteousness,
His justice, and His goodness (Ps. 42:5; 69:30; 135:3; 150).
ADORATION. We should express to God our adoration. We can
acknowledge His lordship and tell Him that we love Him (Deut. 6:5; Ps.
31:23; Matt. 22:37).
CONFESSION. The lines of communication will remain open between
us and God if we confess our sins and experience His forgiveness to us
(1 John 1:6-9).
THANKSGIVING. Finally, we should thank the Lord for all His
goodness to us (Ps. 30:12; 95:2; 100:4). Paul linked the expression of
gratitude with the presenting of requests to the Lord (Phil. 4:6).
Problems with consistency in prayer? Perhaps you should make this
PACT with god. As you meet Him regularly to praise Him, to express your
love, to confess your sins, and to give Him thanks, your prayer pact will be
packed with new meaning and joy.
(From InfoSearch 4.2)

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

39

QUIET PLEASE
For the last 3 years an architectural firm in Denver, Colorado, has had a
“quiet time” for its employees. Sixty minutes of silence are set aside each day
at midmorning for thinking and planning. It has proven to be an essential
feature for the staff of 25 who work together in one large open room. One
employee said that at first the idea didn’t sound very good to them. But now,
having discovered its benefits, they have become very protective of their quiet
time. They have found it to be an important aid in realizing one of the firm’s
goals, which is to have an atmosphere of “integrity and calmness.”
Daniel is a good example of someone who achieved on a personal level
a calmness and integrity that made his life effective for God. He successfully
countered the strain of his demanding activities by a regular habit of being
quiet before the Lord three times a day. There was a direct relationship
between Daniel’s habit of prayer and the personal courage, uncompromising
character, and spiritual power that marked his life. It was during these quiet
times that he acknowledged his dependence on the Lord and asked Him for
help—help that would deliver him alive out of the lions’ den.
(From InfoSearch 4.2)

GRASS ON YOUR PATH?
In one region of Africa, the first converts to Christianity were very
diligent about praying. In fact, the believers each had their own special place
outside the village where they went to pray in solitude. The villagers reached
these “prayer rooms” by using their own private footpaths through the brush.
When grass began to grow over one of these trails, it was evident that the
person to whom it belonged was not praying very much.
Because these new Christians were concerned for each other’s spiritual
welfare, a unique custom sprang up. Whenever anyone noticed an overgrown
“prayer path,” he or she would go to the person and lovingly warn, “Friend,
there’s grass on your path!”
(From InfoSearch 4.2)
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(Going For The Max! by Max Cleland) Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman &
Holman Publishers; Copyright – Max Cleland, 1999
I like an interview Mother Teresa had once:
Question: “Mother Teresa, when you talk to God, what
do you say?”
Answer:

“I don’t say anything. I just listen.”

Question:

“Mother Teresa, when God talks to you, what
does He say?”

Answer:

“He doesn’t say anything. He just listens.”

p. 9

(Veritas: Volume 4, No. 1 by Howard Hendricks) Dallas, TX: Dallas
Theological Seminary. Copyright – DTS, 2004.
There are only 15 occasions in which Jesus Christ prayed that are recorded in
the Gospels, and 11 of those occasions occur in the Gospel of Luke. Luke
shows us that Jesus Christ lived His life on earth dependently through
prayer.
p. 2
Three times in the Gospels, we hear the remarkable statement, “This
is my beloved Son in whom I find all of my pleasure.” Why is that true? God
found all of His pleasure in the Son because the Son found all of His pleasure
in doing the Father’s will.
Luke 5:16 says, “But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and
prayed.” This is the secret of His ministry. Show me a man or a woman who
is effective in public, and I will show you a person who is more effective in
private.
p. 2
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(Experiencing God Day-By-Day: The Devotional and Journal by Henry T.
Blackaby and Richard Blackaby) Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman.
Copyright – Henry Blackaby and Richard Blackaby, 1997.
Praise is rooted not in circumstances of the moment but in the nature and
trustworthiness of God.
You ought to rejoice when God asks you to proceed in the work of His
kingdom because you know the victory is already secured. Don’t focus on the
problems and failures of others. Focus on God’s assurance of victory. If you
have trouble praising God with a song in your heart as you serve Him, it may
be that your focus is not on God, but on your circumstances.
p. 90

(Today Matters by John C. Maxwell) New York, NY: Warner Faith. Copyright
– John C. Maxwell, 2004
When it comes to change, there are really only three kinds of people:
1. Those who don’t know what to do
2. Those who know what to do but don’t do it
3. Those who know what to do and follow through
p. 32
The most successful people in life are the ones who settle their critical
issues early and manage them daily. The earlier you settle the critical issues
in your life, the greater your potential for success.
The most successful people in life are the ones who
settle their critical issues early and manage them
daily.
p. 25
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(In Every Pew Sits A Broken Heart by Ruth Graham) Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Zondervan. Copyright – Ruth Graham, 2004.

Praise opens our eyes to the understanding
that we are secure in God’s arms.
Praise also enables us to experience God’s embrace.
As we praise, we are doing what God created us to do.
We will spend eternity giving God praise.
p. 212

(31 Days of Power: Learning to Live in Spiritual Victory by Ruth Myers with
Warren Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers,
2003.
How thankful I am for times of refreshing that come from Your
presence. Time and again I can come before You and be renewed. I can let
You breathe new life into my inward person day by day as I feast on the
abundance of Your house and drink from the rivers of Your delights.
p. 51
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v. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking
God for help.

Peterson paraphrases verse 11:
help.
p. 1593

The conspirators came and found him praying, asking God for

Our text says “THESE MEN WENT AS A GROUP”—if that were true, there
would be 122 of them—“AND THEY FOUND DANIEL PRAYING AND
ASKING GOD FOR HELP.”
His PETITION was:
“ASKING GOD FOR HELP.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
His prayer was also a prayer for guidance and help (v. 11). Doubtless the
responsibility of high office rested heavily on Daniel and he sought God’s
wisdom in the decisions he had to make. Daniel was more than 80 years old
at this time (539 B.C.); he was about 16 when he was taken captive 66 years
earlier (605 B.C.). So because of his years he may have also sought God for
physical strength to carry on his heavy duties. Daniel made no attempt to
hide his devotion to or his dependence on God, even though it now meant
disobeying a governmental decree . . . Daniel would not and could not look to
Darius for the guidance and strength he knew God alone could supply.
Apparently his opponents knew where and when he prayed, so they went (lit.,
rushed) to his room at the time and, as expected, found him praying.
p. 1348
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Phillips & Vines say:
These men found Daniel praying. We can hear them as they went running
back, “We caught him praying!”
Has anybody ever caught you praying? Have your children ever
caught you praying? I believe that it would make a lasting impact on them if
they did.
p. 88

Boice says:
There is a point from an earlier moment in the story that is of interest
now. When the conspirators burst in upon Daniel while he was praying, we
are told that they found him “asking God for help” (v. 11). This means that
Daniel was not oblivious to his danger, even though his outward calm might
have suggested that he was not taking the threat of execution seriously.
Actually, Daniel was acutely aware of his danger. He knew that he stood to
lose his life. He was asking God to help him. But, of course, that is exactly
what God did. God stopped the lions’ mouth so they could not attack Daniel,
and while Daniel was with them he was kept from harm not only from the
lions but from his enemies too. They could not get to him. He was in the
safest place in all Babylon, and that night (I am sure) Daniel slept
marvelously.
p. 71

Fyall says:
Verse 11 confirms that Daniel’s whole attitude is one of dependence
and trust – asking God for help. This is not the first time Daniel had done so.
In 2:17 ff. he and his friends had prayed that God would reveal to them both
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and how to interpret it. There that prayer had
been fully answered and this helps to strengthen Daniel in this situation.
p. 87
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Fyall says further:
Daniel, as he had done in those long past days of youth in Chapter 1,
takes his stand with firmness and courage. He is now a man in his eighties
but has stood firm all those long years. But above all, this chapter is giving
us one of the clearest Old Testament windows into Christ himself. He too
was the victim of intrigue and it was as he prayed in Gethsemane he was
arrested. Efforts were made to rescue him and, as we shall see, he too went
down into the den and apparent defeat. Yet, unlike Daniel, he is also the one
whose kingdom will replace all human kingdoms and will fulfil all the
prophecies of this ancient book.
p. 88

Longman says:
He is “asking God for help” (v. 11). Likely, he is turning to God for aid
because he anticipates trouble from the decree.
p. 162

Miller says:
These dignified officials went to spy on Daniel. Like little children, they were
peeking around corners and looking in windows. Within a short time they
observed what they had hoped, Daniel “praying” (“making petition”) to his
God.
p. 183
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Miller then says:
“Asking God for help” may imply that Daniel already was praying for
deliverance from this situation or for strength to be faithful in the trial. This
may have been the case, but the verb translated “ask for help” is Aramaic . . .
(“to show favor” or “grace”) and may be employed to appeal for God’s grace
and mercy upon one’s life generally. Likely Daniel was praying just as he
had always done, unconcerned about the consequences of his actions. He was
over eighty years of age and may have felt the way Paul did when faced with
death as an old man—willing to stay on earth if God willed it so but
preferring to go to heaven to be with the Lord (cf. Phil 1:21-24).
pp. 183-84
Philippians 1:20-24
according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I shall not be put to
shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ shall even now,
as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I am to live on in the
flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to
choose. But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire
to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to
remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.

Smith says:
It only remained for these men, having set the trap, to watch their
victim that they might ensnare him therein. So they again came
tumultuously together, this time at the residence of Daniel, as though some
important business had called them suddenly together to consult the chief of
the presidents; and lo, they found him, just as they intended and hoped,
praying to his God.
p. 133
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Walvoord says:
Of great significance is the fact that even his enemies anticipated that
this would be Daniel’s response. Quite confidently, they assembled to
witness his prayers and to have a basis for charging Daniel before the king.
By prearrangement, they gathered in a place where they could observe and
hear him, according to verse 11. What a testimony Daniel had that even his
enemies knew he would be faithful to God although it would cost him his life.
p. 138

Keil & Delitzsch say:
When Daniel’s enemies had secretly observed him praying, they rushed into
the house while he as offering his supplications, that they might apprehend
him in the very act and be able to bring him to punishment.
p. 213

They say further:
. . . to rush forward, to press in eagerly, here “shows the greatness of the zeal
with which they performed their business”. . . .
p. 214

Lange translates it this way:
Then these men assembled (rushed together), and found Daniel praying and
making supplication before his God.
p. 143
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Wiersbe says:
Had he not been a man of faith and courage, Daniel could have
compromised and found excuses for not maintaining his faithful prayer life.
He might have closed his windows and prayed silently three times a day until
the month was over, or he could have left the city and prayed somewhere
else. But that would have been unbelief and cowardice; he would have been
scheming just like the enemy, and the Lord would have withheld His
blessing. No, a man like Daniel feared only the Lord; and when you fear the
Lord, you need not fear anyone else. “We ought to obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29, NKJV). Some of the leaders spied on him, heard him pray,
and brought the report to the king.
p. 77

He says further:
Ernest Wadsworth, a champion of effective prayer, said, “Pray for a faith that
will not shrink when washed in the waters of affliction.”
p. 77

He then says finally:
He had walked with the Lord for more than eighty years and knew that His God
wouldn’t fail him. Hadn’t the Lord helped him stand true during his time of
training? Didn’t the Lord save his life by giving him the wisdom he needed to
interpret the king’s dream, and didn’t the Lord deliver his three friends out of
the fiery furnace? Daniel had a copy of the prophecy of Jeremiah (Dan. 9:2), so
he must have read: “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there
anything too hard for me? (Jer. 32:27) No doubt he responded with “there is
nothing too hard for thee” (v. 17). A believer who knows how to kneel in prayer
has no problem standing in the strength of the Lord.
p. 78
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WHEN GOD PUT OUT THE FIRE!
The following remarkable answer to prayer was related by the lady who
experienced it: “Thirty years ago my brother built a small fire on the side of
our strawstack near the barn. My sister, sensing that this would lead to
serious trouble, ran and told my mother. She in turn summoned my father
who was working in the field. By the time he arrived, the flames were
already out of control. We all carried pail after pail of water from the tank,
hoping that somehow God would stop the fire. Suddenly a strong wind came
up, blowing sparks from the strawstack to a nearby stand of wheat and corn.
Soon the flames covered a large area. Realizing that no earthly help was
available, we cried to the Lord for help as we poured what little water we had
left on the blaze. We knew that only a miracle could save the farm now.
Finally in desperation we sank to our knees and prayed as we had never
prayed before, ‘O God, please stop the fire!’ Then a remarkable thing
happened. A large cloud came over, and all at once it began to pour. In a
short time everything was drenched. Then just as suddenly the cloudburst
was over. In surveying the situation we found that the shower was confined
exclusively to our property, and it lasted just long enough to quench the
devastating flames. Once again we knelt and thanked the Lord for His
special providential help.”
(From InfoSearch 4.2)

A Humble Prayer
Lord, I know not what I ought to ask of thee; thou only knowest what I need.
. . . I open my heart to thee. Behold my needs which I know not myself.
Smite, or heal; depress me, or raise me up; I adore all thy purposes without
knowing them; I am silent; I yield myself to thee; I would have no other
desire than to accomplish thy Will. Teach me to pray. Pray thyself in me.
Amen.

Citation: Francois Fenelon, Leadership, Vol. 9, no. 4.

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(Veritas: Volume 4, No. 1 by Howard Hendricks) Dallas, TX: Dallas
Theological Seminary. Copyright – DTS, 2004.
I once read a fascinating study by Harvard Business Review. It said
the average executive spends 70 percent of his time listening—the one skill
for which he receives no training. It’s easy to teach people how to speak. It’s
very difficult to teach them how to listen. And by the way, have you looked in
the mirror lately? Did you notice you have two ears but only one mouth?
Imagine if God had reversed that.
p. 3
Luke 11:1 says, “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When
he finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray.’” That is
the only thing the disciples ever asked Jesus to teach them.
Why?
I’ll tell you why. Every single time they found Him, where did they
find Him? On His knees!
Would anybody ever ask you to teach them to pray because they
discovered you spent so much of your time on your knees and that was the
secret of your life?
p. 3

(In Every Pew Sits A Broken Heart by Ruth Graham) Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Zondervan. Copyright – Ruth Graham, 2004.

p. 183

Dependence on God is a place
of safety and freedom.
As we learn to trust him,
we can experience joy
and move in strength,
even if life does not get easier.
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v. 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did
you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who
prays to any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into
the lions’ den?” The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance
with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 12:
They went straight to the king and reminded him of the royal decree
that he had signed. “Did you not,” they said, “sign a decree forbidding
anyone to pray to any god or man except you for the next thirty days?
And anyone caught doing it would be thrown into the lions’ den?
“Absolutely,” said the king. “Written in stone, like all the laws
of Medes and Persians.”
p. 1593

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 12-18:
THE PROSECUTION OF DANIEL
p. 1348

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
Accusation was soon made against Daniel by his opponents before Darius
who had issued the decree. Darius found himself bound by his own law; he
said, the decree stands. Nebuchadnezzar the Babylonian was above law,
whereas Darius the Mede was bound by law. This was intimated in the
contrast between the gold and the silver in the image in Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream . . .
p. 1348
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Lucas says:
Since Daniel prays at an open window . . . his enemies have no difficulty in
verifying that he is defying the decree. They seem to be aware that Darius
might not be pleased that Daniel has been caught in their trap, because they
get the king to reaffirm his decree and its immutability before they reveal
that Daniel is guilty of breaking it.
p. 151

Leupold says:
The only possible approach to the king that would make it appear as
though their concern was just plain justice and nothing personal was to base
everything on the now-famous edict. So they raise the question about the
edict. They rehearse its substance. The king unhesitatingly commits
himself, just as they had hoped, by referring to the immutability of the
document. The words that could be rendered “that matter is certain” are
expressed far more correctly in the idiom of our day: “That is surely the case.”
p. 263
We would probably say:
IT’S CAST IN CONCRETE.
The QUESTION OF THE GROUP gets the DECREE ON THE TABLE.
The KING’S RIGID RESPONSE provides NO WAY OUT of it.
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v. 13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah,
pays no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing.
He still prays three times a day.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 13:
Then they said, “Daniel, one of the Jewish exiles, ignores you,
O king, and defies your decree. Three times a day he prays.”
p. 1593
In order to build their case, they say some FALSE THINGS about Daniel.
The TWO THINGS they say are:
1.

“DANIEL . . . PAYS NO ATTENTION TO YOU [DARIUS]” and

2.

“[HE] PAYS NO ATTENTION . . . TO THE DECREE YOU PUT
IN WRITING.”

The way PETERSON PARAPHRASES that is:
1.

“[HE] IGNORES YOU” and

2.

“[HE] DEFIES YOUR DECREE.”
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Leupold says:
Daniel cannot be openly slandered, but one thing, it seems, these foes
felt could be said with impunity in an attempt to cast at least some aspersion
upon the man: he was of the “captives of Judah.” That statement emphasized
the fact that he was a foreigner. Perhaps even already then the Jews were at
least to some extent the odium generis humani. At least the apparent
disloyalty of the man has been hinted at. What he does is given the worst
possible construction; yet the words are entirely slanderous. Daniel certainly
did not continue in prayer because he had no regard for the king or for his
interdict as they claim. Being a man of God and aware of the fact that
government was God’s ordinance and the powers that be ordained of God, he
will have held his king and the king’s commands in high esteem.
pp. 263-64

Lange says:
Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah. . . . and observe that
the accusers do not mention the high official station of Daniel and his
intimate official relations with the king, but merely refer to his foreign birth,
[“in order that they may thereby bring his conduct under the suspicion of
being a political act of rebellion against the royal authority.”
p. 13

Keil & Delitzsch say:
In this accusation they laid against Daniel, we observe that his accusers do
not describe him as one standing in office near to the king, but only as one of
a foreign nation, one of the Jewish exiles in Babylon, in order that they may
thereby bring his conduct under the suspicion of being a political act of
rebellion against the royal authority.
p. 214
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Smith says:
Then they were ready to inform against Daniel; and mark their mean resort
to excite the prejudices of the king: “That Daniel, which is of the children of
the captivity of Judah.” Yes; that poor captive, who is entirely dependent on
you for all that he enjoys, so far from being grateful and appreciating your
favors, regards not you, nor pays any attention to your decree. Then the king
saw the trap that had been prepared for him as well as for Daniel, and he
labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him, probably by personal
efforts with the conspirators to cause them to relent, or by arguments and
endeavors to procure the repeal of the law.
p. 133

Miller says:
Thereupon they promptly reported that Daniel had violated the king’s
command and attempted to put as bad a light on the situation as possible.
First, they emphasized that Daniel was not truly one of them; he was an exile
captured from Judah. There was no reason for mentioning that Daniel had
been a captive other than to humiliate him and make him seem more likely to
be disloyal. Second, Daniel’s actions were said to have been due to disrespect,
not merely of the king’s law (“the decree”) but of the king himself. They
declared that Daniel “pays no attention” to the king, which means that
Daniel did not consider the king significant. It also was emphasized that the
decree was signed personally by the king, further proof that Daniel did not
honor the king. Not only had Daniel disobeyed the king and broken the law,
but he did it three times every day (“prays three times a day”). It was not a
mere lapse on Daniel’s part.
p. 184

Matthew Henry says:
They so describe him as to exasperate the king and incense him the more
against him: “He is of the children of the captivity of Judah; and a captive in
a despicable state, that can call nothing his own but what he has by the
king’s favour, and yet he regards not thee, O king! nor the decree that thou
has signed.” They do not say, He makes his petition to his God, lest Darius
should take notice of that to his praise, but only, He makes his petition,
which is the thing the law forbids.
p. 1093
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Young says:
The despicable character of the accusers is brought to light by the manner in
which they make their accusations. They describe [Daniel] as an exile, rather
than as the appointed head over the presidents and satraps, in order that, by
calling to mind the fact that he is a foreigner, they may insinuate that he is
politically unfaithful to Darius. Furthermore, they first state that [Daniel]
has been unfaithful to the king and then that he has broken the interdict.
The matter is thus presented in as bad a light as possible, a common trick of
corrupt politicians.
pp. 135-36
2 Samuel 16:1-4
When David had gone a short distance beyond the summit, there was
Ziba, the steward of Mephibosheth, waiting to meet him. He had a
string of donkeys saddled and loaded with two hundred loaves of
bread, a hundred cakes of raisins, a hundred cakes of figs and a skin of
wine. The king asked Ziba, “Why have you brought these?” Ziba
answered, “The donkeys are for the king’s household to ride on, the
bread and fruit are for the men to eat, and the wine is to refresh those
who become exhausted in the desert.” The king then asked, “Where is
your master’s grandson?” Ziba said to him, “He is staying in
Jerusalem, because he thinks, ‘Today the house of Israel will give me
back my grandfather’s kingdom.’” Then the king said to Ziba, “All that
belonged to Mephibosheth is now yours.” “I humbly bow,” Ziba said.
“May I find favor in your eyes, my lord the king.”

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
Thus they aggravate his guilt, omitting mention of his being prime minister,
which might only remind Darius of Daniel’s state services.
p. 745
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Feinberg says:
Daniel’s accusers referred to him contemptuously, in a manner calculated to
emphasize his foreign origin. A foreigner elevated to such a high post in the
kingdom should be among the most loyal to the king, they said, but Daniel
disregarded the king’s will by his disobedience. We would say that he did not
regard Darius, because he did regard the living God.
p. 77

Patrick & Lowth say:

That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah,] . . .

This is added to aggravate his fault, that one who is a foreigner, and brought
hither a captive, should offer a public affront to the laws of the king, whose
favour and protection he enjoys.
p. 657

Gangel says:
This sounds like déjà vu all over again. A similar crowd approached
Nebuchadnezzar a couple of generations earlier and said exactly the same
thing about Daniel’s three friends (3:12). One thing seems absolutely clear
throughout this book: the people of God will serve no god but God himself.
pp. 168-69

Campbell says:
They did not refer to Daniel as one of the presidents but with disdain as one
“of the children of the captivity of Judah”—a stranger and foreigner in their
midst and even a member of a conquered people.
p. 73
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Showers says:
They carefully pointed out that Daniel was a conquered foreigner—a Jew—
thereby insinuating that his disobedience had been prompted by political
unfaithfulness.4
p. 67

Blair says:
“Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the
children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree
that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day.” They were
suggesting that Daniel was a traitor, that he should not have been trusted in
the first place, that since he was of the “captivity of Judah,” this should have
been enough to keep him from office. But as King Darius had placed Daniel
in office, the wicked plotters were desirous that the king discover his mistake.
p. 126

He says finally:
David declared in Psalm 76:10, “Surely the wrath of man shall praise
Thee.” How vividly this was portrayed in the life of Joseph. His brothers
turned against him because of jealousy and hatred. They tried to do away
with him, and even though they appeared to be successful in their wicked
venture, God had other plans for His servant. He persevered his life and
exalted him. Later Joseph summed it up in speaking to his brothers: “But as
for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to
pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive” (Genesis 50:20).
The Lord’s care for Joseph was no exception in His dealing with His
own. God always does this. No matter what the extent of the evil may be,
the Lord will prove Himself to be sufficient. It is for this reason that we must
not allow ourselves to be disturbed by any outward circumstances, but rather
receive the marvelous peace of God that will help us through the trial until
we reach the glory at the end.
p. 127
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Wiersbe says:
As they take their stand for what is right and what the Lord has
commanded them to do, God’s people in every age have been falsely accused,
cruelly persecuted, and unjustly killed. “Yes, and all who desire to live godly
in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12, NKJV). The Puritan
preacher Henry Smith said, “God examines with trials, the devil with
temptations and the world with persecutions.” Another Puritan, Richard
Baxter, said that God’s people should be more concerned that they deserved
the persecution than they be delivered from it, because deserving it would be
evidence of their faithfulness to the Lord.
p. 78

Jeremiah says:

We’ve snared him now, the informers smirked to themselves. Daniel’s
goose is cooked. The king doesn’t dare reverse his order. The lions will have
a tasty feast tonight! And so they told the king about Daniel’s praying.
p. 118
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(The Wisdom of Charlie Brown by Charles M. Schulz) Unknown: Hallmark.
Copyright – Hallmark / United Feature Syndicate, Inc., unknown.
———————

p. (unknown)

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

61

On Despair

(Get Over It and On With It! by Michelle McKinney Hammond) Colorado
Springs, Colorado: WaterBrook. Copyright – Michelle McKinney
Hammond, 2002.
Ah, life. Wonderful! Terrible. Exhilarating! Terrifying. Beautiful! Ugly.
Generous. Demanding. Fair. Unfair. Fulfilling. Draining. Rewarding.
Disappointing. And relentless. We can all think of a lot of words to describe
life based on our individual experiences, but I’m sure we can agree on at least
one adjective: unpredictable. Let’s face it. Life never goes as planned. For
those of us who don’t have a deliberate outline of the future, most of us
generally have a subconscious expectation that at the very least, life will
proceed undisturbed by major drama and interruptions. But this is rarely
the case.
p. 3
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v. 14 When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined
to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him.

Peterson paraphrases verse 14:
At this, the king was very upset and tried his best to get Daniel
out of the fix he’d put him in. He worked at it the whole day long.
p. 1593
The KEY WORDS in verse 14 summarize the response of the king to this
message about Daniels’ guilt with regard to the decree:
1.

“WHEN THE KING HEARD,”

2.

“HE WAS GREATLY DISTRESSED,”

3.

“HE DETERMINED,” and

4.

“[HE] MADE EVERY EFFORT.”

Gangel says:
Surely they could find some legal loophole through which the king could slide
out of this pernicious plan hatched by perverted politicians. If only he had
been living in America! But in Persia, no chance.
p. 69

Lucas says:
The exact reason for Darius’ displeasure is not clear. Is he angry with the
conspirators because he now realizes that they were plotting against Daniel
all along? Their reference to him as ‘one of the Judean exiles’ reveals their
hostility towards him. He is not ‘one of us’. Is Darius angry with himself for
having let himself be manoeuvered into causing Daniel’s downfall? Is he
angry with Daniel because of the latter’s open defiance of the decree? We are
not told exactly why he wants to save Daniel.
p. 151
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Hearing their accusation against Daniel, whom they derisively belittled as
one of the exiles from Judah (as Arioch and Belshazzar had done; cf. 2:25;
5:13), Darius was greatly distressed. Interestingly three kings in the Book of
Daniel were distressed (cf. 2:1; 3:13; 5:6, 9).
Though Darius knew he was bound by the law he had made, he sought
some way to rescue Daniel from the penalty the law incurred.
p. 1348

Gowan says:
Now we learn how important Daniel is to the king, for the king was greatly
distressed when he learned the effects of the law and spent the rest of the day
looking for a loophole. But, contrary to what would have been possible for a
real emperor, he is helpless before the law of the Medes and the Persians that
cannot be changed, and must agree to the insistence of the conspirators . . .
p. 99

Joseph Parker says:
We have seen in what position Darius was placed by the scheming men [in]
whose case we have perused: “The king, when he heard these words, was sore
displeased with himself.” That was good, but it was too late. Is it possible for
reflection to come too late in life? Do some men knock at the door when it
cannot be opened? What a mystery is this above all mysteries: that men—
reasoning, reflective, gifted men—should thus play the fool! If the light that
is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness; if the reasoner that is in
thee have taken to this folly, how profound, yea, possibly how incurable is
this insanity!
pp. 428-29
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v. 15 Then the men went as a group to the king and said to him, “Remember,
O king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree
or edict that the king issues can be changed.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 15:
But then the conspirators were back: “Remember, O king, it’s
the law of the Medes and Persians that the king’s decree can never be
changed.”
pp. 1593-94
You will notice that these BLOOD-THIRSTY SHARKS are operating
together as “A GROUP.”
Back in verse 11:
“Then these men went as a group.”
Now here in verse 15:
“THEN THE MEN WENT AS A GROUP.”
You can sense that they are really pressing to accomplish their PERSONAL
AGENDA in these circumstances.

Showers throws some light on this when he says:
According to Oriental custom, a punishment must be executed “on the
evening of the day in which the accusation was made.”5
p. 67
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Haskell says:

A decree signed with the king’s seal was unalterable in the kingdom of the
Medes and Persians, yet the king spent the entire day pleading with those in
high authority, and searching for some way of escape; but with Satanic
smiles those princes met every argument with the words, “Know, O king, that
the law of the Medes and Persians is, That nor decree nor statue which the
king establisheth may be changed.”
p. 85
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v. 16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into
the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you
serve continually, rescue you!”

Peterson paraphrases verse 16:
The king caved in and ordered Daniel brought and thrown into
the lions’ den. But he said to Daniel, “Your God, to whom you are so
loyal, is going to get you out of this.”
p. 1594
All last-minute legal challenges have been exhausted:
“SO THE KING GAVE THE ORDER.”
“THEY BROUGHT DANIEL AND THREW HIM INTO THE LION’S DEN.
THE KING SAID TO DANIEL”—before they did this—“MAY YOUR GOD,
WHOM YOU SERVE CONTINUALLY, RESCUE YOU!’”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
But finding it impossible to do so, he gave the order that Daniel be thrown
into the lions’ den.
As he was thrown in—to what seemed to be certain death—the king
said . . . May your God, whom you serve continually . . . rescue you. Whether
Darius knew about God’s deliverance of Daniel’s three friends from the fiery
furnace in Nebuchadnezzar’s day is not known. Yet Darius’ statement
expressed a desire that Daniel be spared. He certainly wanted him spared,
for he obviously appreciated his administrative abilities . . . Perhaps he had
been impressed with Daniel’s confidence in God.
pp. 1348-49
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Gangel says:
A comparison of fire, lions, and crosses merely serves to remind us of the
bitter cruelty sin has caused in the world. Although they may be vastly
different in political structure, philosophy, and religion, evil empires
generally follow a common path of brutality.
p. 169

He says further:
Darius had tried human deliverance and failed. Now he fully recognized that
Daniel’s fate was in the hands of his God.
p. 170

Patrick & Lowth say:
The words express the king’s hopes and good wishes, but no certain
persuasion . . .
p. 657

Feinberg says:
It was their custom to execute sentence upon a criminal on the same day it
was pronounced. This explains why the king so earnestly sought to escape
the terms of his own decree. Since the heathen commonly believed that the
gods intervened on the behalf of the righteous, Darius expressed the hope
that Daniel’s God, whom he regarded as a god but not as the God, might
deliver him. If any god would intervene for a worthy man, he would for
Daniel.
p. 77
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Miller says:
Another observation from this verse is that Daniel must have set an
outstanding example. Darius characterized Daniel as “serving” his God
“continually.” He had noticed Daniel’s lifestyle. In order for believers to
impress the world, they must live a consistent Christian life.
p. 185

Lange says:
The season of prayer at which Daniel was discovered would seem to have
been at noon. This will allow ample time for the preparation of the edict the
same morning, and the execution the same evening. The accusers were
evidently in hot haste].
p. 143

Fyall says:
Here Darius, already acutely aware of the limitations of his own apparently
absolute power, virtually appeals to a greater power. Indeed, arguably he
himself breaks his own law, for his words in verse 16 are in fact a heartfelt
prayer.1
p. 89
DARIUS’ PRAYER PETITION is seen in the final phrase of the verse:
“MAY YOUR GOD WHOM YOU SERVE CONTINUALLY, RESCUE
YOU!”
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Wiersbe says of these verses that they are:

The faith crisis (18-28). God did not keep Daniel out of the den; He
protected him in the den. Why? Because Daniel had faith in the Lord . . .
and was faithful to the Lord . . . Perhaps Daniel meditated on Psalm 37:1-15
and Proverbs 11:8.
When the lions are about to attack, trust the Lord and claim His
promises.
p. 563

POOR ASKING—RICH RECEIVING
James H. McConkey says that one summer he took a vacation on the shores
of the Great Lakes. Because he was ill, sailing was the only recreation
possible. One day when he was quite far from shore, the wind suddenly died
down and his boat was becalmed. Distressed by the hot rays of the August
sun, he began to pray earnestly for a breeze. An hour passed, but he still
drifted helplessly farther and farther from land. Presently he saw help
coming toward him. An old fisherman, realizing his peril, came and towed
his sailboat back to the harbor. McConkey says this taught him a real lesson
about prayer. While his exact request had been denied, God had provided the
needed deliverance in another way. The man He sent could chart a better
course back to shore than McConkey could have done if the wind had just
returned; for he did not know the way through the treacherous shoals from
the place where he had drifted.
(From InfoSearch 4.2)
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YOUR HIDING PLACE
This truth is described in a poem that was discovered in the pocket of Major
John Andre after his execution during the Revolutionary War. It was written
in his death cell, so these words are literally a dying man’s testimony:
“Hail, Sovereign Love, which first began
The scheme to rescue fallen man!
Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace,
Which gave my soul a Hiding Place!
Against the God who built the sky
I fought with hands uplifted high—
Despite the mention of His grace—
Too proud to seek a Hiding Place.
Enrapt in thick Egyptian night
And fond of darkness more than light,
I madly ran the sinful race,
Secure, I thought, without God’s grace.
But the eternal counsel ran:
“Almighty Love, arrest that man!”
I felt the arrows of distress,
And found I had no Hiding Place.
Indignant Justice stood in view;
To Sinai’s fiery mount I flew;
But Justice cried with frowning face,
“This mountain is no Hiding Place!”
Ere long a heavenly voice I heard,
And mercy’s angel soon appeared;
He led me, with a beaming face,
To Jesus as my Hiding Place!
On Him almighty vengeance fell,
Which would have sunk a world to Hell;
He bore it for a sinful race,
And thus became their Hiding Place!”
(From InfoSearch 4.2)
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Space Shuttle Victim’s Wife Tells of God’s Faithfulness
Evelyn Husband lost the love of her life, space shuttle commander Rick
Husband, in a national tragedy. A year later, she shares her message about
God’s healing hand.
It’s been nearly a year since Evelyn stood with the other families of the space
shuttle Columbia’s crew at the landing site in Cape Canaveral, Florida,
waiting for her husband to return home. The shuttle was just minutes from
landing when NASA’s Mission Control lost contact with the shuttle crew.
The next few moments were a blur of events: video images of Columbia
breaking apart over the Texas skyline, NASA officials scrambling to move the
family members away from view of television cameras. Evelyn remembers
looking at the faces of her son, Matthew, and daughter, Laura, then 7 and 12.
That was the beginning of Evelyn’s efforts to deliver a powerful message:
Even in the midst of intense suffering, God is faithful.
“Deep inside, I knew God was going to walk me through this somehow,” she
says. “I knew it because he’d walked with me through other crises earlier in
my life.”
Citation: Corrie Cutrer, “Finding Purpose in Pain,” Today’s Christian Woman (Jan/Feb 2004)
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

Poor Bedfellows
The world and the Cross do not get along too well together, and comfort and
holiness do not share the same room.
Citation: Carlo Carretto in Letters to Dolcidia. Christianity Today, Vol. 38, no. 11.
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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v. 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king
sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so
that Daniel’s situation might not be changed.

Peterson paraphrases verse 17:
A stone slab was placed over the opening of the den. The king
sealed the cover with his signet ring and the signet rings of all his
nobles, fixing Daniel’s fate.
p. 1594

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
So that Daniel could not escape from the lions’ den, a stone was . . . placed
over the mouth of the den, which was then sealed with a royal seal. . . .
Reluctantly the king confined Daniel to the den.
p. 1349

Haskell says:
Probably some feared that friends and sympathizers of Daniel might come to
the rescue, so the seal of the king was placed upon the stone, that the
purpose might not be changed.
Satan exulted as he did years later when he saw the Son of God in the
sepulcher, with a stone before the door, and the stone sealed with the Roman
seal. But there was no more power to hold Daniel in the den of lions than to
keep Christ in the grave.
p. 85
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Phillips & Vines say:
We can picture Satan gloating at Daniel’s predicament: “Old man,
you’ve made your final, fatal mistake. You have slipped through my fingers
all these years, but I’ve got you now. You have been an extremist, you have
gone too far, and now you are ending up as a late-night snack for those big
cats.”
p. 88

Ironside says:
Darius found it impossible to evade the statute in the face of his
insistent ministers, who demanded that the decree be carried out, and the
chief of the presidents be cast into the den of lions. The king seems to have
had some sense in his soul of the power of the God of Daniel, for, after giving
the command, he said to him, confidently, “Thy God whom thou servest
continually, He will deliver thee.”
p. 104
Daniel 3:16-18
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Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar,
we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are
thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it,
and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we
want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up.”

Gaebelein says:
God’s holy Law condemns man, who is a sinner and the curse of the law rests
upon him. God’s Love is set upon the world and He “so loved the world that
He gave His only Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” The curse of the Law came upon Him who
knew no sin and who was made sin for us and therein is Love manifested.
Daniel is cast into the lions’ den as our blessed Lord was given to the lion
(Psalm [22], 21), and a stone is laid upon the mouth of the den and it is sealed
with the King’s signet.
p. 64

Psalm 22:21

Rescue me from the mouth of the lions;
save me from the horns of the wild oxen.
2 Timothy 4: 17, 18

But the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me, in order that
through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all
the Gentiles might hear; and I was delivered out of the lion’s mouth.
The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely
to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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“The Pianist”: A Song in the Middle of the Lion’s Den

The Pianist portrays the story of Wladyslaw Szpilman (Adrien Brody), a

Polish musician who survived the horrors of World War II, including the
execution of his family, to become a leading concert pianist of the 20th
century.
For a time, Szpilman is living underground, hidden by friends, and shuttled
from place to place to avoid detection by the Nazis. In one scene he is
ushered into a small apartment by a friend, who cautions him to “keep as
quiet as possible.” The hiding place is in an apartment next door to the head
of police and across the street from a hospital caring for wounded German
soldiers.
“You are now living in the heart of the lion’s den,” says his friend. “Keep as
quiet as possible.”
When the friend leaves, Szpilman eyes the piano in the corner of the room.
Having not played piano for many months, he is drawn to open its keyboard
and lift the felt cover off the keys.
A symphony orchestra begins to play, and we see Szpilman lost in the music
as we hear the piano enter on cue, playing a victorious theme. The camera
cuts to a shot of Szpilman’s hands, revealing that his fingers are not touching
the keyboard, and the music he hears is all in his head and his heart.
What can sustain a person through tragedy, starvation, and the horrors of
war? Even in the middle of the lion’s den, the heart can hear rapturous
melodies of grace that sustain us.
Content: Rated R for violence and language.
Elapsed time: 00:33:31 to 00:36:50, DVD chapter 11.

Citation: The Pianist, (Universal Studios 2002) directed by Roman Polanski;
submitted by Hugh Poland, Kingswood, Texas

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(The Hidden Smile of God: The Fruit of Affliction in the Lives of John
Bunyan, William Cowper, and David Brainerd by John Piper)
Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books / Good News. Copyright – John Piper,
2001.
Karolina Wilhelmina Sandell-Berg (Lina Sandell) “was the daughter of
Jonas Sandell, pastor of the Lutheran church in Fröderyd, Sweden. At age
twenty-six, she accompanied her father on a boat trip to Gothenberg, during
which he fell overboard and drowned before her eyes. The tragedy profoundly
affected Lina and inspired her to write hymns,”24 one of the best known of
which is “Day by Day.”

Day by day, and with each passing moment,
Strength I find, to meet my trials here;
Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment,
I’ve no cause for worry or for fear.
He Whose heart is kind beyond all measure
Gives unto each day what He deems best—
Lovingly, its part of pain and pleasure,
Mingling toil with peace and rest.
24

“Karolina Wilhelmina Sandell-Berg,” The Cyber Hymnal,
http://tch.simplenet.com/bio/s/a/sandell-berg_kw.htm (6-2-00).

p. 32
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v. 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night without eating
and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could
not sleep.

Peterson paraphrases verse 18:
The king then went back to his palace. He refused supper.
He couldn’t sleep. He spent the night fasting.
p. 1594
The king had quite a NIGHT GRIEVING over all that had happened during
the previous hours:
1.

he didn’t feel like “EATING” anything so he FASTED,

2.

he didn’t have any “ENTERTAINMENT . . . BROUGHT” in to
him, and

3.

he was suffering from INSOMNIA. No matter what he did, he
couldn’t let go and fall asleep.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The king was deeply agitated that he had been tricked by his
administrators and satraps and that he was subject to his own laws. So he
spent a sleepless night . . .
p. 1349

Feinberg says:
The king knew that he had been party to a serious injustice, and it lay
heavily on his conscience. He neither ate nor drank nor slept that night.
pp. 77-78
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v. 19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den.

Peterson paraphrases verse 19:
p. 1594

At daybreak the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den.

Matthew 28:1
Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave.
John 20:1
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the
tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away
from the tomb.

Leupold says:
The expression “at dawn when it became light,” which reminds of
Matt. 28:1, is rendered quite acceptably by “very early in the morning” . . .
The king’s one concern was whether the one hope in ten thousand was
realized. He was religious enough to believe in the possibility of a miracle.
He is still approaching the den when he begins to cry out. The distress of his
heart is touchingly reflected in his voice; that is what “with a pitiable voice”
means. Some interpreters have suggested the translation, “What a voice full
of anxiety.” Instead of asking a very brief question such as one might have
expected under the circumstances, the king makes a fuller statement which
at the same time expresses the ground for hope that the king has in mind—
Daniel’s faithful service of his God.
pp. 268-69
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this next section:
THE PRESERVATION OF DANIEL (6:19-24)
p. 1349

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:

At dawn the king, after a sleepless night (v. 18), hurried to the lions’ den. In
anguish over probably finding Daniel consumed, Darius hoped against hope .
. . that the elderly statesman might have been rescued by God, whom he
served . . .
p. 1349
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v. 20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice,
“Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve
continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?”

Peterson paraphrases verse 20:
As he approached the den, he called out anxiously, “Daniel, servant of
the living God, has your God, whom you serve so loyally, saved you
from the lions?”
p. 1594
DARIUS’ QUESTION early in the morning was:
“DANIEL, SERVANT OF THE LIVING GOD, HAS YOUR GOD,
WHOM YOU SERVE CONTINUALLY, BEEN ABLE TO RESCUE
YOU FROM THE LIONS?”
This TAKES US BACK to the PRAYER WISH, the last words that Darius
said to Daniel before he was put in the den:
“May your God whom you serve continually, rescue you!”

Feinberg says:
The king cried out, his voice filled with grief. He called Daniel’s God “the
living God,” just as he had heard Daniel do, and he acknowledged that it is
He whom Daniel constantly served. In captivity and at home; in honor and in
persecution; in times of prominence and in times of distress, Daniel’s faith
was constant.
p. 78
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Fyall says:
The phrase, whom you serve continually, is a fine summary of what has been
the consuming passion of Daniel’s life.
p. 90

Gangel says:
To the crooked caucus Daniel may have been one of the exiles from Judah,
but for this king he was a servant of the living God. More than just the
rescue of a friend, this was a test of deity. Darius knew of no gods who could
stop the mouths of lions. If Daniel’s God could do that, then the king’s
theology needed some reconstruction. Nevertheless, his agony of soul had not
departed because he called in an anguished voice. The word is asib,
portraying poignant sadness.
p. 171
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v. 21 Daniel answered, “O king, live forever!

Peterson paraphrases verse 21:
p. 1594

“O king, live forever!” said Daniel.

That awesome response reminds me of Matthew 28:6 when the ANGEL
answered and said to the women:
Matthew 28:6
“He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. . . .

(Veritas: Volume 4, No. 1 by Howard Hendricks) Dallas, TX: Dallas
Theological Seminary. Copyright – DTS, 2004.
Dependence on the Holy spirit is what transformed my life when I first
came to Dallas Seminary.
During my first year, I was single and lived in the dormitory. I would
sit in Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer’s class, and he would teach on the ministry of
the Holy Spirit. As he spoke, tears would be rolling down my face. I’d start
writing notes, and the tears would fall down on my notes. I still have the
notes with the tearstains.
p. 5
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v. 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have
not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I
ever done any wrong before you, O king.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 22:
“My God sent his angel, who closed the mouths of the lions so that they
would not hurt me. I’ve been found innocent before God and also
before you, O king. I’ve done nothing to harm you.”
p. 1594
Psalm 34:7
The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him,
and he delivers them.
Psalm 50:15
and call upon me in the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you will honor me.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Daniel replied that God had in fact kept him unharmed because of his
flawless life . . . and because he . . . trusted in . . . God . . . God’s Angel, Daniel
said, had kept the lions’ mouths shut. Perhaps this Angel, like the One in the
fiery furnace with the three young men (3:25), was the preincarnate Christ.
p. 1349
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Gangel asks the question:
Is there a relationship between the fourth person in the fiery furnace and the
angel in the lions’ den? To put it another way, when Daniel referred to his
angel, did he mean an angel or the angel? It is speculation at best, but we
should certainly not consider it impossible that the pre-incarnate Christ
made another appearance by the side of his servant.
p. 171

Feinberg says:
Daniel was not intimating here that he was sinlessly perfect; only that in the
matter at hand, he had been obedient to the Lord. He had no intention of
being purposely disobedient to King Darius . . . but rather only appeared so,
since his first and highest allegiance was to the Lord.
p. 78

Leupold says:
The fact that God sent His angel demonstrated the fact that the deliverance
was primarily a declaration to the effect that Daniel “was found innocent
before Him.” This deliverance was God’s vindication of Daniel.
p. 270

Miller says:
The angel was evidently visible to Daniel, and it is comforting to think of the
faithful old prophet spending the night in fellowship with the Lord during
this trying ordeal . . .
p. 187
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Acts 12:6-10
And on the very night when Herod was about to bring him forward,
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains; and
guards in front of the door were watching over the prison. And behold,
an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared, and a light shone in the cell;
and he struck Peter’s side and roused him, saying, “Get up quickly.”
And his chains fell off his hands. And the angel said to him, “Gird
yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him,
“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” And he went out and
continued to follow, and he did not know that what was being done by
the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. And when they
had passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron gate that
leads into the city, which opened for them by itself; and they went out
and went along one street; and immediately the angel departed from
him.

Patrick & Lowth say:
Though I disobeyed thy decree, it was not done out of contumacy or
stubbornness, but purely to preserve a good conscience, which is the only true
principle of loyalty and obedience . . .
p. 658

Campbell says:
Daniel not only spent the night in the company of the lions, but infinitely
better, in the company of the preincarnate Son of God! It is difficult not to be
curious about the conversation through the night hours!
p. 76
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Matthew Henry says:
God has preserved his life by a miracle. He is my God, whom I own, and who
owns me, for he has sent his angel. The same that was seen in the form of
the Son of God with the three children in the fiery furnace had visited Daniel,
and had shut the lions’ mouths. See the care God takes of his faithful
worshippers.
p. 1093

J. Vernon McGee says:
Daniel evidently had been given the same assurance as had his three
friends in the fiery furnace that God could and would deliver him. “His
angel” was evidently the same One Nebuchadnezzar had seen in the fiery
furnace—the pre-incarnate Christ Himself.
p. 566

Jeremiah quotes Spurgeon:
Spurgeon once said that it was a good thing the lions didn’t try to eat
Daniel. They never would have enjoyed him, because he was 50 percent grit
and 50 percent backbone.
Paul must have taken a lesson from Daniel, because he said, “But the
Lord . . . gave me strength . . . and I was delivered from the lion’s mouth”
(2 Tim. 4:17).
p. 125

Jeremiah raises the further question:
Was Daniel afraid? I believe he must have felt pretty shaky when he
was unceremoniously dropped into lion country. A teacher once asked a
Sunday school class if they thought Daniel was afraid, and one little girl
answered, “I don’t think he was scared, ‘cause one of the lions was the Lion of
the tribe of Judah who was in there with him.” That child knew her Bible.
p. 126
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DELIVERED BY DANIEL’S GOD
An outstanding Bible teacher of the past century, C. I. Scofield, often told of
an incident that helped believers find deliverance from their sins and evil
habits. He said, “Shortly after I was saved, I passed by the window of a store
in St. Louis where I saw a painting of Daniel in the lion’s den. That great
man of faith, with his hands behind his back and those wild beasts circling
him, was looking up and answering the king, who was anxious to know if God
had protected him from physical harm.
“As I stood there, great hope flooded my heart. Only a few days had
passed since I, a drunken lawyer, had been converted; and no one had yet
told me anything about the keeping power of Jesus Christ. I thought to
myself, there are lions all about me too, such as my old habits and sins. But
the One who shut the lions’ mouths for Daniel can also shut them for me! I
knew that I could not win the battle in my own strength. The painting made
me realize that while I was weak and helpless, my God was strong and able.
He had saved me, and now He would also be able to deliver me from the wild
beasts in my life. O what a rest of spirit that truth brought me!”
(From InfoSearch 4.2)
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THE PICKUP TRUCK
Pastor Don Whitney and his wife had an unusual experience on their
wedding night: “We were married in Fayetteville, Arkansas, on the night of
January 8. The snow began to fall in the Ozarks just as we left the church, but
we had no idea at the time that we were driving into the teeth of an 18-inch
snowfall, the worst winter storm in Arkansas history.
“Road conditions rapidly deteriorated as we drove west across the
Oklahoma border where the snow had been drifting longer. Not only did the
blowing snow blind our vision, the blizzard obliterated the tracks of the few
other travelers who had preceded us on the highway. For long stretches at a
time, the only way to determine that we were actually on the road was for me to
stick my head out the window into the below-zero wind chill and stay to the
right of the dead weeds in the ditch whose tops could still barely be seen
sticking out above the snow. We feared for our lives.
“Our situation became so desperate that finally we agreed to stop at the
next house we passed and ask if we could stay, even though it meant not only
spending our first night together in a small country house with complete
strangers, but probably most of our honeymoon as well. Heading toward a
resort hotel on a secluded lake in northeastern Oklahoma, however, we were
traveling relatively minor two-lane roads and in rural areas. It seemed as
though we’d never drive by a house. Finally, we did, but no one was home! The
same thing was true at the next house. We had no choice but to keep moving.
“We went for miles without seeing another vehicle, and we were not at all
sure we could find our way on these back roads. But about 1:30 a.m., headlights
appeared out of the snow in our rearview mirror. To our surprise, the vehicle
pulled out to pass in spite of the treacherous conditions. An old pick moved
around us and then settled comfortably in front of us at our same rate of speed.
Comforted by his company, we decided to follow in the ruts made by his tires
regardless of where he went.
“For half an hour the truck turned this way and that onto desolate
country backroads, plowing a path for us through the fierce storm. Suddenly
the old truck slowed to a stop in front of an arch across the road. From his
headlights we could read on the arch the name of our resort. He had led us to
the very spot we had been trying to reach! Then the pickup turned around,
drove past us and out of sight into the blizzard.
“Why, of all places, did the driver of the truck head for such a remote
location on such a horrible night? And why, after traveling for so long in the
storm to get there, would he turn around at that point? Was it an angel that
guided us safely out of danger and escorted exactly where we needed to go? We
could never prove to you that it was, but you could never convince us that it
wasn’t.”
[SBC Life, Sum 1993. Page 10.]
(From InfoSearch 4.2)
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Angel Saves Family
In Christian Reader, Brenda recalls a frightening night when her family
faced danger:
6:34 a.m. “Mom . . . Dad . . .” I became aware of [our son] Chase standing
in our bedroom door. “I think you need to wake up,” he said. . . .
“What’s wrong, Chase? You’re never up this early.”
“Something’s not right, Mom. And the lights just went out.”
Something’s not right, I realized with a start. The air feels strange. Just
then I heard . . . a monstrous thunder boom that wasn’t letting up. It was
getting closer and closer . . . Tornado! I shook my husband awake.
“Danny! Danny! Hurry!”
“Get to the basement, quick!” Danny shouted as he yanked on a pair of
pants. I . . . raced behind Chase toward the basement stairs. Passing
through the kitchen, I couldn’t believe my eyes—the walls and doors
bulged outward. Through the windows, a gray mass swirled wildly, a mass
so thick I could not see the porch railings.
At the same moment, our fire alarm shrilled its warning. “Fire! Leave
house immediately!” The outside horn blasted, trying to compete with the
twister’s roar. Then an eerie silence settled over everything. Except for
the intermittent signal from the smoke alarm, it was quiet. Dear God in

heaven, help us!

“Go on down, Chase!” I instructed him to run down the basement stairs.
I flew into Tyler’s room. His bed was empty. At the top of the basement
stairs, I yelled, “Tyler, are you down there?” I heard a frightened, “Yes.”
“Are both of you down there?”
“Yes.”
“Hurry, Danny, hurry!” I hollered toward the other end of the house. We
were about to take a direct hit from the tornado. “Danny!”
The house moaned. Starting down the steps, I hesitated. Where is
Danny? What should I do? I need to be with the children. But I can’t
leave him up here!
Seconds later, the choice was made for me.
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6:35 a. m. Unleashed fury struck full force at 200 miles an hour, an F4
tornado. Terrified, I gripped the handrail as I shouted for Danny.
Suddenly the house began exploding around me. Glass shattered and
wood splintered. I watched as shingles ripped off the roof and rafters
began falling down. The stone fireplace crashed. Unidentified objects
became wild missiles. Sheetrock dust filled the air as walls and ceilings
were pulverized. The shrieking wind was deafening.
A wall beside me tore away. I was pulled first one way, then another.
Shards of glass and bits of concrete block, mixed with red mud, bombarded
me from all sides. Out of the corner of my eye, I spotted a huge black thing
flying through the air just before it hit me in the head. The force sent me
careening down the stairs. Everything went black for a few seconds. Yet
my subconscious kept repeating, The children. You’ve got to stay alert for

the children.

It was over as quickly as it began. The roar was silenced. . . .

[Brenda Harvey, her husband, Danny, and two sons survived the tornado
with only minor injuries. Their house was completely destroyed. But their
faith was only strengthened as they learned one important detail from
Chase, the son who had first awakened Brenda and Danny moments
before the tornado hit.]
Days later, Chase and I were alone together. I felt compelled to ask,
“Honey, what woke you that morning? Whatever it was saved our lives.”
Chase hesitated. “I didn’t know how to tell you,” he started. “I can’t say
for sure what woke me the first time, but I got up and looked out the
window, then went back to bed.
“That’s when it happened. Something—or someone—moved a hand across
the back of my hair. I knew I was supposed to wake you.”
He gave me a look which said, You’re not going to believe this. “Mom, it
was my guardian angel. I didn’t see her but I know it was.”
“Oh yes, Chase, I believe you,” as I grabbed him in a bear hug, recalling
that within moments of his leaving his room, that room was obliterated
along with Tyler’s room and ours!

Citation: Brenda Harvey as told to Gloria Cassity Stargel,
“Devastation at Dawn,” Christian Reader (March/April 2002), pp. 48-51
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“Endurance”: Ernest Shackleton Senses God’s Presence
The story of Sir Ernest Shackleton’s daring expedition to cross the Antarctic is
captured in the film Endurance.
In December of 1914, Shackleton and his 27-member crew aboard the ship
Endurance entered the ice fields of Weddell Sea, navigating through dangerous
pack ice. With only 100 miles left in the journey, Shackleton made the fateful
decision to stop and wait for a break in the heavy ice. The temperature dropped
and the ice closed in around the ship making it impossible to proceed. The crew
would live aboard the ship for the next ten months.
Gradually the ship succumbed to the crushing grip of the ice. Shackleton gave
the order to abandon ship. The crew began a march in search of safety, carrying
minimal supplies and dragging three lifeboats. Eventually reaching open water,
they boarded the lifeboats and sailed off in an attempt to find land. Surviving
perilous conditions, they finally landed on the deserted Elephant Island.
Stranded on the island, with no hope of rescue, Shackleton and four other crew
members set sail in a lifeboat in an effort to reach the island of South Georgia.
Traveling 800 miles through the world’s worst seas, they arrived only to
discover the whaling station was on the other side of the island. In order to
rescue the remaining crew in time, Shackleton and two of his men must cross on
foot the treacherous cliffs of the island, which were icy and forbidding,
vulnerable to sudden blizzards and hurricane winds. The island’s inhabitants
considered the journey impossible. Nevertheless, Shackleton and his two
partners crossed in 36 hours.
Shackleton’s diary provides an interesting perspective on the South Georgia
Island crossing:
I know that during that long and racking march of 36 hours over the unnamed
mountains of South Georgia, it seemed to me often that there were four, not
three. I said nothing to my companions, but afterwards Worsley said to me,
“Boss, I had a curious feeling that there was another person with us.”
Content: Endurance is rated G. Elapsed time: From the White Mountain Films logo, this
scene begins at 01:22:30, and ends at 01:23:02.

Citation: Endurance (White Mountain Films, 2003), directed by George Butler;
submitted by Van Morris, Mt. Washington, Kentucky
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Tell the Angels Hello
The Vacation Bible School teacher, surrounded by her group of first graders,
proposed a letter-writing project. Each child was asked to write to a friend.
Six-year-old Lance produced the following letter in his childish print:
Dear Jesus,
I like to go to Bible School. I like to play with the kids. I am a good boy.
P.S. Tell the angels hello.
Citation: Beverly A. Flaten, Williston, ND. Christian Reader, “Lite Fare.”
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International
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(A Hope and a Future: God’s Provision in Difficult Times by Jack Graham)
Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright – Jack Graham, 2002.
The Soviet philosopher and historian, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, spent
eight years in Soviet prisons for negative remarks about the Soviet leader
Joseph Stalin in the 1940s. He won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1970 for
his writings, which exposed some of the Soviet atrocities during the Stalinist
period. But when he was in prison, life was dark and filled with despair.
Working on a chain gang in Siberia, he and the other prisoners were made to
labor most of the hours of every day without speaking. Though he had
become a believer in Christ, the suffering he endured as a prisoner took its
toll. He decided he could not go on, and he made plans to end his life.
With no weapon or tool with which to kill himself, he decided the best
way to end his life was to pretend he was trying to escape. He knew the
guards would open fire and shoot him—and that would end his suffering. On
the day he planned to make his break for eternal freedom, he was hunched
down, squatting on the ground, preparing to run. Just before leaping to his
fate, a man came and stood beside him, a man he had never seen before and
never saw again. A man, Solzhenitsyn later wrote, whose face shown like
that of an angel.
The stranger bent down and, with a stick in his hand, drew a vertical
line in the dirt, then crossed it with a horizontal line—making the shape of
the cross. Solzhenitsyn looked at the cross in the dirt, looked at the angelic
face staring down at him, and suddenly was overwhelmed with the peace of
God. He knew taking his life was not what he should do. “I choose to remain
in the circumstances that I found myself, little realizing that less than a week
later I would be in Geneva, a free man!” The eight years of Solzhenitsyn’s
horrible life in prison—suffering in Siberia, an intellectual and geographic
wasteland—ended within seven days of the day he had concluded it would
never end.
If Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn had only seen the top of the puzzle box, he
would have never planned to end his life. He would have seen, “There! There
is the day it ends, the day I will be free! I can make it until that day!”
Knowing how the pieces of his life fit together would have given him hope.
Knowing God was working things together for his good would have saved his
life.
pp. 24-26
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(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom) Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell.
Copyright – Corrie ten Boom, 1977, 2003.
He Confronts the Contrary
The judge in the prison still had his job to do, and there came a day when he
showed me papers that could mean not only my death sentence but also the
death sentence of family and friends.
“Can you explain these papers?” he asked.
“No, I can’t,” I admitted.
Suddenly he took all the papers and threw them into the stove! When
I saw the flames destroy those condemning papers, I knew I had been
guarded by divine power and understood as never before Colossians 2:14:
Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which
was contrary to us, [Jesus] took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.
KJV
Lord, we thank you for your constant protection and for your ocean of love
and forgiveness.
p. 25

(Game Day Decisions: Devotions for Athletes by Elliot Johnson) Grand
Island, NE: Cross Training Publishing. Copyright – Cross Training
Publishing, 2000.
IN THE MOVIE, “ANGELS IN THE OUTFIELD,” angels from Heaven help
an inept team miraculously win a pennant so a young boy’s father would
fulfill his promise to come home. The angels assisted outfielders to make
great catches, made balls carry farther, and helped pitchers “smoke the ball”
past hitters. They supernaturally intervened to promote a godly cause.
God has, in fact, created an order of beings to worship Him and to
serve man. We call them “angels.” The word means “messenger,” and they
are discussed over 200 times in 35 books of the Bible. They have assumed
many roles throughout history—as chariot attendants (Ezekiel 1:4-25), as
men (Genesis 18:2), as praise leaders in heaven (Isaiah 6:2), as law-givers in
the Old Testament (Galatians 3:19), and as lion-tamers in Daniel’s death
sentence (Daniel 6:22)! How thankful we should be for their intervention in
history according to the will of God!
p. 48
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(31 Days of Power: Learning to Live in Spiritual Victory by Ruth Myers with
Warren Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers,
2003.
The Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome the
lion who seeks to devour us. And as God shut the mouths of the lions for
Daniel when he was thrown into their den, so also will He protect us in this
world where the roaring lion and his accomplices roam. God’s promise to
those who will abide in the shadow of the Almighty includes this: “You shall
tread upon the lion and the cobra, the young lion and the serpent you shall
trample underfoot” (Psalm 91:13, NKJV).
p. 122
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v. 23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den.
And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him,
because he had trusted in his God.

Peterson paraphrases verse 23:
When the king heard these words, he was happy. He ordered
Daniel taken up out of the den. When he was hauled up, there wasn’t
a scratch on him. He had trusted his God.
p. 1594
“WHEN DANIEL WAS LIFTED FROM THE DEN” the astounding thing is
“NO WOUND WAS FOUND ON HIM.” The REASON is given:
“BECAUSE HE HAD TRUSTED IN HIS GOD.”
Daniel 3:26, 27
Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace
and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most
High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego came out of the fire, and the satraps, prefects, governors and
royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not
harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes
were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Discovering that Daniel was still alive, Darius was overjoyed and had him
lifted from the den . . . This experience illustrated for Darius the validity of
faith in God and His power to control circumstances and deliver those who
trust in Him.
p. 1349
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J. Vernon McGee says:
The king loved Daniel and was sincerely delighted at his preservation.
Daniel was saved by faith: “Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions” (Heb. 11:33,
italics mine).
p. 566

Walvoord says:
To the unbelieving eyes of the king and his servants, Daniel was found to
have no hurt whatever because of his faith in God . . . Just as the flames had
not been able even to bring the smell of fire upon Daniel’s companions in
chapter 3, the lions were not permitted to touch the prophet of God.
p. 142

Longman says:
Daniel further attests to God’s involvement in his survival when he
informs Darius that during the night God sent his angel to shut the mouths
of the lions. The angel plays the same role as the “fourth man” in the blazing
furnace in Daniel 3. Furthermore, just as the three friends do not even have
the smell of smoke on their clothes as they are brought out of the furnace, so
Daniel doesn’t have a scratch on his body when he is lifted out of the den,
even though he spent the night with lions.
p. 163
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Boice says:
We must say in all honesty that God does not always rescue his servants
in this fashion. Hebrews 11:33 speaks of those who by faith “shut the mouths of
lions,” a clear reference to Daniel. But immediately after that the book also
speaks of those who “were tortured and refused to be released . . . faced jeers
and flogging . . . were stoned . . . were sawed in two . . . were put to death by the
sword” and suffered other punishments (vv. 35-37).
God calls some to win by living. Others are called to win by dying. But
in life or death God rules and we are called to serve him. Will we do it? The
world needs those who know God and who will live for his righteousness even
when the entire culture turns ferociously against it.
p. 72

Wiersbe says:
Imagine the excitement in the city as the news spread that Daniel had spent
the night in the lions’ den and had come out unhurt. God could have
prevented Daniel from going into the lions’ den, but by allowing him to go in
and bringing him out unhurt, the Lord received greater honor.
p. 81
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Plane Passenger Learns About Trust
Years ago a friend invited me to fly across central Florida in his private
plane. During my friend’s 50 years of experience as a pilot he flew all over
the world and faced every possible condition.
On our return trip the airplane began to shake and the engine started
coughing and losing power. As I looked down from an altitude of a few
thousand feet, terror gripped me. I felt an incredible urge to do something.
But there was nothing I could do. I had no experience in flying, landing, or
fixing a plane.
Then I looked at my friend at the controls. He was utterly calm as he
adjusted knobs and switches and continued to pilot the plane to a safe
landing.
There are times in life when I desperately want to grab control. My
experience in the plane reminds me that if I take control I will ruin or destroy
my life. At those moments, I must resist the urge and trust the one who has
seen it all before, and who knows what he is doing.
Citation: Charlie Crowe, Covington, Georgia
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International
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(Praise in the Presence of God by Jack Hayford) Nashville, TN: J.
Countryman / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Jack Hayford, 2003.
THE RIGHT “STUFF”

[He] is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think.
EPHESIANS 3:20

Have you ever found yourself shrinking from God’s call—His
prompting to believe, to step forward in faith, to answer a moment of
commitment? Have you ever responded, “I’d like to, Lord, but You’ve got the
wrong person. I don’t have that kind of stuff in me!”
And that’s just the point.
Jesus never calls us on the basis of the “stuff” we have in ourselves.
It’s always on the basis of what He can work in us by His power—by His Holy
Spirit. He has the right “stuff,” and He knows how to install it in each of us
who will let Him have His way.
p. 157

The Power and Blessing
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(Why? Trusting God When You Don’t Understand by Anne Graham Lotz)
Nashville, TN: W Publishing / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Anne
Graham Lotz, 2004.
When there are no answers to your questions…
Trust Him when you don’t understand.
Trust His heart.
Trust His purpose.
Trust Him when it is your heart that’s broken.
Trust His goodness.
Trust Him beyond the grave.
Trust Him to know best.
Trust His plan to be bigger than yours.
Trust Him to keep His Word.
Trust Him to be on time.
Trust Him to be enough.
Trust Him to set you free.
Trust Him—and Him alone!
The times when you and I can’t trace His hand of purpose, we must
trust His heart of love! Trust HIM!
p. 16-17
God answers prayer, but sometimes the way He goes about it can be
incredibly confusing and unconventional. Which is one reason He goes about
it in that way—so that our faith rests totally in Him. Then, when the answer
comes, we know without a shred of doubt that it comes from Him alone and
that he knows best. And we give Him all the glory.
p. 60
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(Verse or Worse by Noble W. Ogle) McKinney, TX: Unknown. Copyright –
Noble W. Ogle, 2002.
He Knows
I don’t know about tomorrow
But the One who does, I trust—
Though it may bring me pain or sorrow
He is merciful and just
I will not fear; I will not worry
About things that I don’t know—
But have faith in my Redeemer
Wherever He would bid me go
It’s not for me to know the answers
To all the questions that arise—
Sufficient are His words of wisdom
If I but wait for his replies.
My Daily Prayer
Grant me strength each day, Oh Lord
that I might walk Thy way.
Then give me wisdom from above
to help in what I say.
Give me the courage that I lack
to meet my daily need.

p. 25

And then faith to guide me on
to where Thy paths may lead.

Proverbs 3:5-7
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make
your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord
and shun evil.
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NO “TRUSTPASSING “!
Some years ago in Logan County, West Virginia, a mountain cabin burned to
the ground. All that remained was the large stone fireplace and the smokeblackened chimney. Since the owner wanted people to stay out of the ruins,
he painted a sign and posted it nearby as a warning. It was meant to read:
NO TRESPASSING, but in his hurry he had printed the words: NO
TRUSTPASSING. Parents are trustpassing in spiritual matters when they
expect the pastor, the Sunday school teacher, or other Christian workers to
bear the full responsibility for the salvation and edification of their children.
Pastors are trustpassing if they fail to declare the whole counsel of God, and
instead starve their congregations spiritually by giving them book reviews or
by preaching only a social gospel. And finally, Christians are trustpassing
when they shirk their duty of witnessing to the lost and leave it to the
‘professional.’“
(From InfoSearch 4.2)

THE GAME ISN’T UP
George Washington nearly abandoned all hope in the winter of 1776 when he
and his men suffered from the bitter cold and were confronted by the dreadful
prospect of starvation. He sent a letter to his brother in which he said, “I
think the game is up! . . . I believe no man has ever had greater difficulties
and less means to extricate himself from them.” But subsequent events
proved him wrong! He and his army survived, and later they were victorious
over the enemy. He would have made a terrible mistake if he had yielded to
despair.
(From InfoSearch 4.2)
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Alan Redpath on Trusting God’s Will
There is nothing—no circumstance, no trouble, no testing—that can ever
touch me until, first of all, it has gone past God and past Christ, right
through to me. If it has come that far, it has come with a great purpose,
which I may not understand at the moment, but as I refuse to become
panicky, as I lift up my eyes to him and accept it as coming from the throne of
God for some great purpose of blessing to my own heart, no sorrow will ever
disturb me, no trial will ever disarm me, no circumstance will cause me to
fret, for I shall rest in the joy of what my Lord is.
Citation: Pastor and author Alan Redpath (1907–1988)
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International
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v. 24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were
brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and
children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions
overpowered them and crushed all their bones.

Peterson paraphrases verse 24:
Then the king commanded that the conspirators who had
informed on Daniel be thrown into the lions’ den, along with their
wives and children. Before they hit the floor, the lions had them in
their jaws, tearing them to pieces.
p. 1594
Psalm 55:23
But you, O God, will bring down the wicked
into the pit of corruption;
bloodthirsty and deceitful men
will not live out half their days.
But as for me, I trust in you.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Then the king ordered that Daniel’s accusers and their families be thrown
into the . . . den. . . . The accusers had persuaded Darius to put in effect a
decree that was intended to eliminate Daniel, but ironically they could not
dissuade the king from eliminating them!
p. 1349
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Miller says:
As explained previously, the number of persons executed probably was
not large. Presumably only the other two administrators and a handful of
the 120 satraps were involved in the scheme to kill Daniel.69
Lest someone get the mistaken impression that these lions were old,
fat, or just not hungry, the author points out that when the wicked officials
were thrown into the den, the lions pounced upon them before they even
reached the bottom of the pit, overpowering them and crushing all their
bones. This detail demonstrates the miraculous character of Daniel’s
deliverance.
p. 188

Leupold says:
When Daniel records how ferociously the lions pounced on these
persons, that is told only to corroborate the fact that the lions had certainly
not spared Daniel because they had been fed but recently. Their ferocity was
so great that it led them to assault each new victim as he came within reach,
not even allowing him to reach the ground first. No one who interprets the
account reasonably would venture to asset that all the 120 satraps plus their
wives and their children are to be thought of as having perished so miserably.
Perhaps the active agents numbered only a handful, and they were
recognized as the prime movers of the assault upon Daniel.
p. 272

Fyall says:
The grisly fate of the conspirators and their families is recorded
without comment. It would be wrong to see it as an example of gloating
rather than a sober realisation of the reality of judgment in the world. The
king’s judgment may have been harsh, but God in his overarching providence
makes everything work out his will. Even though there may be sinfulness
and cruelty in the human actors, God’s ultimate purposes are just and loving.
p. 91
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Phillips & Vines say:
In the last part of this chapter, the enemies who had Daniel thrown in
the lions’ den were thrown in themselves, with their families. Lost person,
you are going into a den of lions, too, one of these days, but there will be no
God to resurrect you. You will face the judgment and there will be no Savior
to plead your case for you. The decision is yours. It is either Satan, the
roaring lion, or Jesus, the lion of the tribe of Judah. Which will it be? Will
you be destroyed or delivered? It depends on what you do with Christ.
p. 90

Showers says:
Daniel recorded the ferocity of the lions to emphasize the truly miraculous
nature of his own deliverance. His survival was not due to the lions being
overly fed or too old to care about him.
p. 70

Goldingay says:
The story has implied that all the heads and satraps associated
themselves with the attack on Daniel, so all 122 (plus wives and children) are
apparently killed . . . This raises logistical problems, among others. OG
executes only the two heads, a characteristic simplification of the story, while
Young says the plot was the work of only a few men, but the story rather
emphasizes that everyone was against Daniel . . . and here emphasizes how
great was the miracle of Daniel’s preservation by noting the subsequent
capacity of the lions.
p. 129
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v. 25 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every
language throughout the land: “May you prosper greatly!
These words take us back to verse 16 as we read DARIUS’ LAST WORDS
to Daniel before he went into the den:
“May your God whom you serve continually, rescue you!”
Now, here as he prepares to write his decree, he begins with the words:
“MAY YOU PROSPER GREATLY!”

Peterson paraphrases verse 25:
King Darius published this proclamation to every race, color,
and creed on earth:
p. 1594

Peace to you! Abundant peace!

Gangel says:
Now well practiced in the art of writing decrees, Darius once more took pen
in hand and sent a message to all the peoples, nations and men of every
language throughout the land.
p. 172

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this final section of verses:
THE PRONOUNCEMENT OF THE KING (6:25-28)
p. 1349
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v. 26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and
reverence the God of Daniel. “For he is the living God and he endures
forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never
end.

Peterson paraphrases verse 26:
I decree that Daniel’s God shall be worshiped and feared in all
parts of my kingdom.
He is the living God, world without end. His kingdom never
falls.
His rule continues eternally.
p. 1594
As Darius begins his decree, he says the people must do TWO THINGS.
They must:
1.

“FEAR . . . THE GOD OF DANIEL” and

2.

“REVERENCE THE GOD OF DANIEL.”
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He then gives EIGHT REASONS why the “PEOPLE MUST FEAR AND
REVERENCE THE GOD OF DANIEL”:
1.

“HE IS THE LIVING GOD,”

2.

“HE ENDURES FOREVER,”

3.

“HIS KINGDOM WILL NOT BE DESTROYED,” and

4.

“HIS DOMINION WILL NEVER END.”

The REMAINING FOUR REASONS are in verse 27.

Smith says:
The decree of the king sets forth the character of the true God in fine
terms. (1) He is the living God; all others are dead. (2) He is steadfast
forever; all others change. (3) He has a kingdom; for he made and governs
all. (4) His kingdom shall not be destroyed; all others come to an end. (5) His
dominion is without end; no human power can prevail against it. (6) He
delivereth those who are in bondage. (7) He rescueth his servants from their
enemies when they call upon him for help. (8) He worketh wonders in the
heavens and signs upon the earth. (9) And to complete all, he hath delivered
Daniel, giving before our own eyes the fullest proof of his power and goodness
in rescuing his servant from the power of the lions. How excellent an
eulogium is this on the great God and his faithful servant.
pp. 135-36

Walvoord says:
In the decree Darius showed remarkable understanding that God is
eternal and that His kingdom and dominion will never end (v. 26). He
attributes to God the ability to perform “signs and wonders in the heavens
and on the earth” (v. 27). The decree closed with the statement, “He has
rescued Daniel from the power of the lions” (v. 27).
p. 229
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v. 27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens
and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 27:

p. 1594

He is a savior and rescuer.
He performs astonishing miracles in heaven and on earth.
He saved Daniel from the power of the lions.

Verse 27 is just a continuation of the decree that Darius is sending out to
every part of his kingdom. He decrees that the “people must fear and
reverence the God of Daniel.” He follows this with EIGHT REASONS:
1.

“he is the living God,”

2.

“he endures forever,”

3.

“his kingdom will not be destroyed,”

4.

“his dominion will never end,”

5.

“HE RESCUES,”

6.

“HE SAVES,”

7.

“HE PERFORMS SIGNS AND WONDERS IN THE HEAVENS
AND ON THE EARTH,” and

8.

“HE HAS RESCUED DANIEL FROM THE POWER OF THE
LIONS.”

Showers says:
This was a remarkable decree from a pagan ruler, but it should be noted that
Darius did not call Jehovah the only God.
p. 71
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v. 28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus
the Persian.

Peterson paraphrases verse 28:
From then on, Daniel was treated well during the reign of Darius, and
also in the following reign of Cyrus the Persian.
p. 1595
The word “SO” points us to the RESULT of such a declaration by King Darius:
“SO DANIEL PROSPERED.”
Back in verse 25 as King Darius began his decree, it began with a GREETING:
“May you prosper greatly!”
AND DANIEL DID!
I assume this means that DANIEL WAS PLACED IN THE HIGHEST
POSITION in the kingdom under Darius.

Showers says:
Daniel concluded chapter six with a summary statement similar to the
one that ended chapter one. In spite of enemies who tried to destroy him,
Daniel survived and prospered in the contemporary reigns of Darius, the
subking, and Cyrus, the head king. This was a great testimony concerning
God’s sovereign care of His servant.
p. 71
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Walvoord says:
The whole chapter is remarkable for a number of reasons. Daniel was
then about eighty years of age and had been in obscurity for some years since
Nebuchadnezzar’s death twenty-three years before. Daniel had emerged
from retirement at the feast of Belshazzar. Now the Persians recognized his
genius in administration, and he prospered for the remaining years of his life.
In the midst of a difficult situation politically and living in a land that
worshiped another god, Daniel continued to remain untouched by the
immorality and idolatry of those about him and had a testimony among all
men of his faithfulness to his God.
p. 229

J. Vernon McGee says:
This concludes the strictly historical section of the Book of Daniel.
From this point on the book will be mainly concerned with the visions and
prophecies which were given to Daniel over the long period of his life spent in
a foreign land.
p. 567

Miller says:
Daniel “prospered” apparently means that he was elevated to the second
highest position in the land under Darius, received great honor among the
people, and was blessed in material ways.71
p. 189

Fyall says:
Reasons have already been given3 for taking ‘Darius’ and ‘Cyrus’ as
alternative names for the king elsewhere usually simply known as ‘Cyrus.’
This would mean that ‘and’ here has the sense of ‘namely’. In any case the
reminder of Daniel’s witness in the court for the better part of seventy years
is a tribute both to God’s faithfulness and his own integrity.
p. 93

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

114

Gangel says:
The force of the statement is to say that, whereas Daniel’s accusers all died in
the lions’ den, Daniel, who had remained true to God in spite of their efforts,
continued to live and prosper. He probably, in fact, received the advanced
position planned for him by Darius with new appointees made to serve under
him. Surely this testifies once more to God’s faithfulness to those who are
faithful to Him (Wood, Daniel, p. 87).
p. 172

Leupold says:
If it pleased God to extend the limit of the usefulness of His servant so
that he served even under the great Cyrus, who, no doubt, after the death of
his appointed ruler of Chaldea took over the reins himself, then it is surely a
thing that is worthy of record. And since Daniel states it with such brevity
and becoming modesty, no one should find fault. Daniel is telling what God
allowed him to do. We need to know this fact in order to be able to judge
rightly the remainder of the activity of Daniel. With his deliverance from the
lions’ den his work was not yet finished. That is all Daniel seeks to indicate.
Even the great Cyrus was to have the blessing of having Daniel serve under
him and direct his attention to the true God and His purposes.
p. 274

Ironside says:
As for Daniel, the record says, he prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the
reign of Cyrus the Persian. How much his influence had to do with the
issuing of the decree later on, permitting the Jews to return to Jerusalem, we
know not, but there can be little doubt that his voice would be heard by Cyrus
in the matter.
pp. 106-107
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OUT OF THE THORNS
The gorse bush is a shrub that was imported from Europe and now
grows wild in the Pacific Northwest. It has dense, dark green shoots, and in
springtime it provides a dazzling display of fragrant, vibrant yellow flowers.
But it’s best known by hikers and fishermen for its vicious spines.
Remarkably, the flowers grow right out of the thorns.
Missionary and artist Lilias Trotter wrote, “The whole year round the
thorn has been hardening and sharpening. Spring comes—the thorn does not
drop off, it does not soften. There it is as uncompromising as ever, but halfway up appear two brown fuzzy balls, mere specks at first, that break at
last—straight out of last year’s thorn—into a blaze of golden glory.”
So it is with the suffering that accompanies God’s chastening. Just
when our situation seems hopeless and hardest to bear, tiny signs of life
appear that will soon burst into bloom. Take the toughest issue, the most
difficult place. There, God in His grace can cause His beauty to be seen in
you.
No chastening seems pleasant at the time, “Yet when it is all over we
can see that it has quietly produced the fruit of real goodness in the
characters of those who have accepted it in the right spirit” (Hebrews 12:11
Phillips).
—David Roper

For all the heartaches and the tears,
For gloomy days and fruitless years
I do give thanks, for now I know
These were the things that helped me grow! —Crandlemire

(From Our Daily Bread, Tuesday, August 3, 2004)
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: Psalm 92:12-15 describes Daniel at 86 years of age: “The
righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of
Lebanon; planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the
courts of our God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay
fresh and green, proclaiming, ‘The Lord is upright; he is my Rock, and
there is no wickedness in him’” (NIV).
LESSON #2: Daniel demonstrates that it is possible to stand firm on your
convictions rather than conform to the culture.
LESSON #3: “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2 NASB).
LESSON #4: When Daniel established his devotional disciplines, he included
three times during the day that he spent talking to the Lord in prayer
(verse 10).
LESSON #5: His prayer also included praise.
LESSON #6: His prayers included “asking God for help” (verse 11).
LESSON #7: “And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12 NASB).
LESSON #8: Daniel is one who is remembered as being faithful to serve God
continually (verse 20).
LESSON #9: Daniel is known for being a “servant of the living God” (verse 20).
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LESSON #10: The Lord protects and provides for His own.

LESSON #11: The Lord is also in the business of prospering His own.
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Gangel says:
When the crises of life threaten us, and our very lives are at stake, calm and
quiet dependence upon God is our only recourse.
p. 172

He says finally:
Daniel offers us one of the greatest models of the Bible, a clear-cut
demonstration of courage and commitment from youth until death. He stood
for what he believed even though the stars might fall, and no king, however
powerful on earth, could dissuade his focus on the King of heaven. He would
have enjoyed a brief prayer composed by Lancelot Andrewes during the years
the Reformation spread across Europe: “Oh direct my life toward Thy
commandments, hallow my soul, purify my body, correct my thoughts,
cleanse my desires, soul and body, mind and spirit, heart and reins. Renew
my thoroughly, O Lord, for if Thou wilt, Thou canst.”
pp. 173-74

Young says:
Thus concludes the historical portion of the book. The author’s
purpose has been to exhibit the wonder-working power of the sovereign God
among those who held the people of God in bondage and thus to prepare the
way for the deliverance of the latter.
p. 139

Wiersbe says:
But Daniel has a message for God’s people today who are being
attacked by the enemy and suffering because of their righteous stand for the
Lord. Whether we face the fiery furnace . . . or the roaring lion . . . we are in
the Lord’s care and He will work out His divine purposes for His glory.
“Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you” . . .
p. 84
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David Jeremiah asks the question:
What are the lions in your life? Perhaps the lions we confront are
illness, or business reverses, or slander, or domestic friction. Sooner or later
it is inevitable that every single person will face the lions. The Bible says,
“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). But God promises
that he will keep us safe in the midst of the lions. “The angel of the LORD
encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them. . . . The lions
may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing”
(Ps. 34:7, 10).
p. 127
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(Going For The Max! by Max Cleland) Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman &
Holman Publishers; Copyright – Max Cleland, 1999
A very talented Englishman experienced so many setbacks and tragedies
that he set out to take his own life. He dressed himself carefully, walked out of
his apartment onto a London street on a dismal, foggy day, and hailed a horsedrawn taxi. “London Bridge,” he instructed the driver. He meant to jump from
the bridge and end his grief.
The fog was so thick, however, that horse and driver became lost. When
the horse at last plodded to a stop, the driver told his passenger he could go no
further. The man disembarked and when he got his bearings he was shocked to
find himself not at the London Bridge but back at his own doorstep.
William Cowper stumbled back into his little apartment and went into
deep thought. At last he seated himself at his desk and penned these nowfamous lines:
God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.
Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill
He treasures up his bright designs,
And works his sovereign will.
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.
Judge not the Lord by feeble-sense
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.
His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.

pp. 100-101

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan his work in vain:
God is his own interpreter,
And he will make it plain.6
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(Growing Slowly Wise: Building a Faith that Works by David Roper) Grand
Rapids, MI: Discovery House. Copyright – David Roper, 2000.
He is making you now, and you are quarreling with the process.”
p. 28
A hard marriage, a difficult child, a meaningless occupation, a lingering
illness, confining old age—all these hardships have been screened through
God’s love for our good.
p. 29

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL:
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.
Betty Scott grew up in China, where her parents were missionaries.
She retuned to the United states at the age of seventeen for her last year of
high school, followed by college and Bible institute. During those years Betty
penned a prayer that has become the petition of many other believers who
long to live a life of unconditional surrender to Jesus as Lord:
Lord, I give up my own plans and purposes, all my own desires, hopes
and ambitions, and I accept Thy will for my life. I give up myself, my
life, my all, utterly to Thee, to be Thine forever. I hand over to Thy
keeping all of my friendships; all the people whom I love are to take
second place in my heart. Fill me now and seal me with Thy Spirit.
Work out Thy whole will in my life at any cost, for to me to live is
Christ. Amen.
After completing her schooling, Betty returned to China to serve with
the China Inland Mission. Two years later, in October of 1933, she married
John Stam, also a CIM worker. In December of 1934, just weeks after the
birth of their baby girl, John and Betty were taken hostage by hostile
Communist soldiers, and within a few days were beheaded. Betty was
twenty-eight years old.
When she wrote, “Work out Thy whole will in my life at any cost,” she
had no way of knowing what full surrender would cost her. Although some
might consider the cost exorbitant, I am confident that Betty, having laid
down her life for Christ, would not think the price too high.
pp. 62-63
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