
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Practical Study of DANIEL 
 

PART III 
 

SESSION #13:  Daniel 7:1-14 
 

 
TEXT: 
 
v. 1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and 
visions passed through his mind as he was lying on his bed.  He wrote down 
the substance of his dream. 
v. 2 Daniel said: “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the 
four winds of heaven churning up the great sea. 
v. 3 Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea. 
v. 4 The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle.  I watched 
until its wings were torn off and it was lifted from the ground so that it stood 
on two feet like a man, and the heart of a man was given to it. 
v. 5 And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear.  It was 
raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its 
teeth.  It was told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of flesh!’ 
v. 6 After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that 
looked like a leopard.  And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird.  
This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule. 
v. 7 After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a 
fourth beast—terrifying and frightening and very powerful.  It had large iron 
teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever 
was left.  It was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns. 
v. 8 While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, 
a little one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns were 
uprooted before it.  This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth 
that spoke boastfully. 
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v. 9 As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his 
seat.  His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like 
wool.  His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. 
v. 10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him.  Thousands 
upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
him.  The court was seated, and the books were opened. 
v. 11 Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was 
speaking.  I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and 
thrown into the blazing fire. 
v. 12 (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed 
to live for a period of time.) 
v. 13 In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of 
man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  He approached the Ancient of Days 
and was led into his presence. 
v. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations 
and men of every language worshiped him.  His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be 
destroyed. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 

A Mistake 
 
U.S. Navy cruiser pulled into port in Mississippi for a week’s liberty.  That 
evening, the captain was more than a little surprised to receive the following 
letter from the wife of a wealthy plantation owner: 
 

“Dear Captain, Thursday will be my daughter Melinda’s coming of age 
party.  I would like you to send four well mannered, handsome, 
unmarried officers.  They should arrive at 8 p.m. prepared for an 
evening of polite southern conversation and dance with lovely young 
ladies.  One last point: No Mexicans.  We don’t like Mexicans.” 

 
Sure enough, at 8 p.m. on Thursday, the lady heard a rap at the door.  She 
opened the door to find, in dress uniform, four exquisitely mannered, smiling 
black officers.  Her jaw hit the floor, but pulling herself together she 
stammered, “There must be some mistake!” 
 
“Oh no, Madam,” said the first officer, “Captain Martinez doesn’t make 
mistakes.” 
 
(Received via e-mail from Floyd Edwards, August 12, 2004) 
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Leaving the Water On 
 
On Christmas Eve, my three-year-old niece, Jenny, happily “cooked” and 
“washed dishes” all evening in her play kitchen.  When it was time to leave, 
her father packed up the kitchen set and headed for the car.  But Jenny ran 
after him pleading, “Please put the kitchen down, Daddy!”  Explaining it was 
late and Jenny could play the next day did not dissuade her.  Finally sensing 
the urgency in her voice, he set the box down. Jenny ran over, reached in, and 
put her mind at rest: “Thank heavens,” she sighed.  “I forgot to turn the 
water off!” 
 
Citation: Cynthia Sever, Rochester, New York. Christian Reader, “Kids of the Kingdom.” 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
 
(1002 Humorous Illustrations for Public Speaking by Michael E. Hodgin) 

Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – Michael E. Hodgin, 2004.  
 

Getting Off in Buffalo 
 

An important executive boarded a New York to Chicago train.  He 
explained to the porter, “I’m a heavy sleeper, and I want you to be sure to 
wake me at 3:00 A.M. to get off at Buffalo.  Regardless of what I say, get me 
up and get me off the train.  I may resist you, but I have to get off at Buffalo.” 

But the next morning the executive awakened just as the train pulled 
into Chicago.  He was infuriated, and with abusive language he poured out 
his anger on the porter. 

As the executive stomped down the platform toward the station, 
another passenger asked the porter, “How could you stand there and take 
that kind of talk from that fellow?” 

The porter replied, “That was nothing.  You should have heard what 
the man I put off in Buffalo said!” 
p. 13 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#13-Daniel 7_1-14.doc 

5 

Pastor Led Procession into a Closet 
 
Stuart Briscoe told the following story in his book, Everyday Discipleship for 
Ordinary People: 
 

One of my young colleagues was officiating at the funeral of a war 
veteran.  The dead man’s military friends wished to have a part in the 
service at the funeral home, so they requested the pastor to lead them 
down to the casket, stand with them for a solemn moment of 
remembrance, and then lead them out through the side door.  This he 
proceeded to do, but unfortunately the effect was somewhat marred 
when he picked the wrong door.  The result was that they marched 
with military precision into a broom closet, in full view of the 
mourners, and had to beat a hasty retreat covered with confusion. 

 
Citation: Submitted by Lee Eclov, Vernon Hills, Illinois 

 
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(When the Cowboys Come to Town (tape) by Stephen Bly) Winchester, Idaho: 
Bly Books. Copyright – Stephen Bly, 2003.  

 
On a Sheep Dip Saturday Night 

 
Cowboy bingo is a game that’s right 

in Sheep Dip Wyomin’ on a Saturday night 
With pick-ups parked under gravel lot light 

competition’s fierce and can lead to a fight. 
On a Sheep Dip Saturday night. 
 
City folks try but can’t get the feel 

of the heart-poundin’ action and the tension that’s real 
From the top of your head to the bottom of your heel 

when they call out your number and you let out a squeal 
On a Sheep Dip Saturday night. 
 
Thelma and Louise drove to Sheep Dip by chance 

lookin’ for a potty, both starting to prance. 
The sign on the building caused them a second glance, 

so they peeked in the door as if in a trance 
On a Sheep Dip Saturday night. 
 
Imagine their shock and total dismay  

when shoved to a table and instructed to play. 
Told they couldn’t leave town and would have to stay 

with six bingo cards till the break of day. 
On a Sheep Dip Saturday night. 
 
Now I tell you the truth and it ain’t no jive 

before the clock stuck twelve them two come alive. 
And the ceilin’ done lifted off that one-room dive 

when a cowboy at the basket hollered N35 
On a Sheep Dip Saturday night. 
 
Louise pounded on the table, Thelma danced on the rug 

The old man with the cane, they both did hug. 
Of cowboy bingo they finally caught the bug 

winnin’ the deluxe grand prize, too heavy to lug 
On a Sheep Dip Saturday night. 
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They needed help getting’ their trophy to the car 
but to find some assistant they needn’t look far. 

Every cowboy in the room treated them like a star 
it barely fit and the back of the trunk lid ajar. 

On a Sheep Dip Saturday night. 
 
They finally left town, truly glad they’d come 

with a spark in their eye, a giggle and a hum. 
The thrill of the victory still makin’ them numb 

and heavy weight gear oil in a 55 gallon drum 
On a Sheep Dip Saturday night. 

(Side 2, #41) 
 
 
 
(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary 

by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright 
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.  

 
Hot:  
1. the cows are shaded up, which is a sure indication the temperature is high  
2. spitting brown steam, which is a reference to tobacco juice spitters  
3. had to feed the chickens cracked ice to keep them from laying hard boiled 

eggs  
4. blisters are poppin’ out on my boots  
5. potatoes are baking in the ground  
6. corn’s poppin’ on the stalk  
7. makes hell look like an ice plant  
8. so hot, I saw a bird pulling a worm out of a hole and he was using pot 

holders  
9. so hot I saw a rattlesnake crawl into a campfire looking for shade under 

the coffee pot  
10. so hot the chickens were pluckin’ themselves  
11. so hot the mercury in the thermometer evaporated 
p. 144 
 
 
Hunter, inept: . . .  
2. won’t shoot skeet ‘cause he don’t want to clean ‘em 
p. 145 
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(The Book of Texas Wisdom: Common Sense and Uncommon Genius from 101 
Great Texans compiled and edited by Dr. Criswell Freeman) Nashville, 
TN: Walnut Grove Press. Copyright – Walnut Grove Press, 1995.  

 
Texans have much to say about business.  One Austin businessman,  

C. M. Rogers, marketed “Texas Boast Cards” in the 1950s.  Rogers once 
wrote: 

 
I’m sick and tired of Texas 
And all its sorry soil. 
I drill and drill for water 
And don’t get nothin’ but oil. 

p. 61 
 
 
Houston is, without a doubt, the weirdest, 
most entertaining city in Texas, consisting as 

it does of subtropical forest, life in the fast  
lane, a layer of oil, cowboys, and spacemen. 

Insight Guides: Texas 
 
I feel safer on a racetrack 

than I do on Houston’s expressways. 
A. J. Foyt 

p. 84 
 
 
 
(When I Am An Old Coot by Roy English) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs-Smith. 

Copyright – Roy English, 1995.  
 

WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . .  
 

I will dance with my wife 
in the kitchen 

and nibble her ear 
and make her giggle. 

I will write little poems for her 
and thank her for being 

a saint and a soldier. 
p. 106 
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(When I Am An Old Coot by Roy English) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs-Smith. 
Copyright – Roy English, 1995.  

 
WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . .  

 
I will carry a styrofoam cooler 

with artichokes, anchovies, 
jalapeños, and Grey Poupon 

to add zest to fast foods. 
I will also carry 

a bottle of Maalox. 
p. 108 
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In our study of the Book of Daniel, we have reached the HALF-WAY POINT. 
 
 
In our last study we saw DANIEL MIRACULOUSLY DELIVERED FROM 
THE LION’S DEN. 
 
 
During the holidays I could not believe a news item that came over the wires: 
 

MAN TRIES TO CONVERT LIONS TO JESUS, GETS BITTEN 
 
46-year-old leaps into den at Taipei Zoo, calls beasts to Christianity 
 
TAIPEI, Taiwan—A man leaped into a lion’s den at the Taipei Zoo on 
Wednesday to try to convert the king of beasts to Christianity, but was bitten 
in the leg for his efforts. 
 
“Jesus will save you!” shouted the 46-year-old man at two African lions 
lounging under a tree a few meters away. 
 
“Come bite me!” he said with both hands raised, television footage showed. 
 
One of the lions, a large male with a shaggy mane, bit the man in his right 
leg before zoo workers drove it off with water hoses and tranquilizer guns. 
 
Newspapers said that the lions had been fed earlier in the day, otherwise the 
man might have been more seriously hurt . . . or worse. 
 
Copyright 2004 Reuters Limited. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of 
Reuters content is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of Reuters. 
 
URL: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6396422/ 
 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6396422/print/1/displaymode/1098/ 
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The overriding THEME to the Book of Daniel is we are focusing on: 
 

A GOD WHO SOVEREIGNLY CONTROLS THE COURSE OF 
HISTORY. 

 
 
Isaiah 14:24, 27 
 

The Lord Almighty has sworn, “Surely, as I have planned, so it will be, 
and as I have purposed, so it will stand. . . . For the Lord Almighty has 
purposed, and who can thwart him?  His hand is stretched out, and 
who can turn it back?  

 
 
1 Chronicles 16:31 
 

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say among the 
nations, “The Lord reigns!” 

 
 
2 Peter 1:19 
 

And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do 
well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.  

 
 
 
David Jeremiah says in his devotional for November 5th: 
 
(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of God by David 

Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2002.  
 
 There is so much about the universe and the God who made it that we 
simply do not know.  The bottom line is that we will never understand God 
and all of His ways. 
 God’s purposes, and what He has revealed to us of them, are moving 
ahead on His timetable.  And He has told us what we need to know, to make 
sure we are safely on board.  Let’s learn to trust God with the things we do 
not understand. 
p. 324 
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(The Holy Wild: Trusting in the Character of God by Mark Buchanan) 
Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – M.A. Buchanan, Inc., 2003.  

 
Sabbath is God holding you long enough for you to remember who you 

are: not God, but one whose life is in His hands, the hands of the One who 
wants to give you good gifts. 
p. 223 
 
 
The QUESTION we raise: 
 

Is God sovereign when He doesn’t bring good gifts but He allows 
tremendous loss and difficulty, like He did in the life of Job? 

 
 
The ANSWER to that is a resounding: 
 

“YES!  Because He has some greater purpose unbeknownst to us.” 
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(Beauty Beyond the Ashes: Choosing Hope After Crisis by Cheryl 
McGuinness with Lois Rabey) West Monroe, Louisiana: Howard 
Publishing. Copyright – Cheryl McGuinness, 2004.  

 
A very dear friend once asked me to imagine this scene: 
 

I am at home with Tom on September 10, 2001—the day before the 
terrible tragedy of 9/11—and as I look out my front window, I see Jesus 
walking up my driveway.  He comes to the door and knocks.  Tom and I 
eagerly throw open the door and welcome him into our home. 

He sits down in our living room and, after a little general 
conversation, says to us, “I have something very important to tell you.   
I want you to listen very carefully to what I’m about to say.” 

Jesus goes on to tell us that a horrible tragedy is about to take 
place the next day.  Thousands of people will be killed.  The event will 
tear the hearts out of many thousands more.  People will be shocked, 
scared, and dazed.  Lives will be shattered, and the pain will be felt 
around the world. 

“But,” Jesus says, “I will use this tragedy, this disaster, to reach 
many thousands more for the kingdom of God.  In fact, I will use both 
of you in very special ways as part of my plan.  I will use you to touch 
many lives.  Cheryl, you will share the words I will put on your heart, 
so that others might find hope in the face of trials and rise above their 
circumstances, whatever they are.” 

Then he adds, “I need Tom to be part of my work too.  You see, 
tomorrow I will call Tom home to be with me.  Tom’s death, along with 
the deaths of thousands more, will result in many coming to know me.  
And many more will have their lives changed, their faith deepened, 
and their love for me and others increased—all because of your 
sacrifice.” 

I sit there in shock and disbelief.  “No, Lord.  No!” I scream.  “I’m 
not ready to let Tom go.  Please don’t take him.” 

Jesus knows my anguish.  He reaches over and touches me.  He 
takes my hand and Tom’s, and prays with us.  He prays for us.  He 
holds us.  And he weeps with us.  He says, “I know it’s hard—but trust 
me.” 

pp. 235-6 
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Ron Allen says: 
 
 The Book of Daniel has two distinct parts.  Chapters 1-6 are filled with 
Daniels’ interaction with kings and emperors.  It is in these chapters that we 
find the great stories of Daniel and his Jewish friends in the courts of 
Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, and Darius. 
 Chapters 7-12 of Daniel are significantly different in tone and content.  
These chapters contain extensive reports of the prophetic dreams and visions 
of Daniel.  These latter chapters are “apocalyptic,” filled with symbol, 
mystery, imagination, and intrigue. 
p. 26 
 
 
 
Baxter says: 
 
 The prophecies of Daniel are a vital key to Scripture prophecy as a 
whole; hence the importance of understanding them.  In the Book of Daniel 
itself there are two prophecies which are basal to the others—that in 
connection with Nebuchadnezzar’s dream-image in chapter ii. [2], and that of 
the “seventy weeks” in chapter ix [9].  The one is basal to prophecy 
concerning the Gentile nations, the other to prophecy concerning Israel. 
p.79 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
Chapter seven covers practically the same ground as chapter two.  It takes in the 
whole course of the Times of the Gentiles, beginning with Babylon and ending in 
the overthrow of all derived authority and the establishment of the kingdom of 
the Son of Man.  But the difference between the first and second divisions is this: 
In what we have already gone over we have been chiefly occupied with prophetic 
history as viewed from man’s standpoint; but in the second half of the book we 
have the same scenes as viewed in God’s unsullied light. 
p. 117 
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Wiersbe outlines chapter 7 in this way: 
 

A vision of world history (1-8).  Man views human kingdoms as 
valuable metals (chap. 2), but God sees them as vicious animals that fight 
and devour each other.  Human history will culminate in a worldwide 
kingdom under a satanic world ruler (Antichrist) who will defy God and 
eventually be defeated by God’s Son. 

A vision of heaven (9-14).  While the beasts are fighting on earth, God is 
holding court in heaven, and everything is under His control.  Jesus Christ will 
one day establish a righteous kingdom that nobody will overthrow. 
 
 
 
Daniel’s 
  Vision 
 
 
 
 
 
pp. 563-4 
 
 
 
Keil and Delitzsch title chapter 7: 
 

THE VISION OF THE FOUR WORLD-KINGDOMS; THE JUDGMENT; 
AND THE KINGDOM OF THE HOLY GOD. 

p. 219 
 
 
 
They say further: 
 
 This chapter is divided, according to its contents, into two equal 
portions.  Vers. 1-14 contain the vision, and vers. 15-28 its interpretation. 
p. 220 
 

Daniel’s vision in chapter 7 parallels what Nebuchadnezzar 
saw in his dream (chap. 2).  The lion (v.4) is Babylon, the head 
of gold.  The bear (v.5) is Media-Persia, the arms and chest of 
silver.  The leopard (v.6) is Greece, the thigh of brass.  The 
dreadful beast (v.7) is Rome, the legs of iron.  The little horn 
(v.8) represents Antichrist and his kingdom, the toes of iron 
and clay.  The Ancient of Days on the throne (vv.9-14) parallels 
the smiting stone. 
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Gaebelein says: 
 
 There are four visions in the seventh chapter. 
 I.  The night vision of the three beasts (verses 1-6). 
 II.  The night vision of the fourth beast with the ten horns and the 
little horn (verses 7-8). 
 III. The Judgment vision (verses 9-12). 
 IV.  The Son of Man an His Kingdom (verses 13-14). 
p. 72 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
 Despite the welter of interpretations there is one thing above all that 
the chapter is proclaiming quite unambiguously:  the Most High is the 
reigning king in heaven and earth.  There is an opposition to His rule, 
formidable in appearance and powerful, but all the time the Most High is in 
control, even when His opponents seem most successful (7:26).  Therefore 
those who are allied with Him triumph also.  No wonder the chapter has been 
called ‘the centre of gravity of the whole book’, and ‘one of the summits of 
scripture’.1 
 
1 Lacocque, p.98. 
p. 137 
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Boice says: 
 
 I wrote a moment ago that the most obvious point to be made about the 
vision of the four beasts is that it parallels the vision of the statue, and this is 
true.  But it is also obvious that although the two accounts are parallel, they 
are nevertheless not presented from the same perspective.  On the contrary, 
the perspectives are radically different.  In the first the outlook is quite 
human, the way a man or woman might look at these great empires.  In the 
second the perspective is God’s.  It tells us how God views the world’s 
kingdoms. 
 How does man view the world’s kingdoms?  Well, he is impressed, for 
the most part.  He thinks of them as glorious—differing in splendor, to be 
sure, but nevertheless all worthy of some degree of honor.  He is enamored of 
them.  On occasion he is seduced by the secular political power.  He sees the 
state as the greatest of all good and as an end in itself. 
 How does God view earth’s kingdoms?  A mixed answer must be given 
at this point.  It is mixed because, on the one hand, God has created and 
authorized the secular authorities, as Romans 13 indicates (“The authorities 
that exist have been established by God.  Consequently, he who rebels 
against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those 
who do so will bring judgment on themselves” [vv. 1-2].  But on the other 
hand, the state is generally corrupt and therefore aptly described as 
beastlike, which is what the vision of beasts in Daniel 7 does. 
p. 77 
 
 
 
Longman says: 
 
 Daniel 7 begins the apocalyptic section of this book.  With its striking 
imagery of four hybrid beasts arising out of a chaotic sea and its ultimate 
encounter with the cloud-riding figure who looks like a son of man, this 
chapter is arguably the best known in the second half of the book.  Certainly 
it is the one most frequently quoted and alluded to in the New Testament.  
Nonetheless, it is also one of the most enigmatic sections of the Old 
Testament. 
 In spite of this, the central message of the chapter is clear:  God is in 
control.  He will defeat the seemingly unconquerable powers that oppress his 
people.  The intended effect of this message is also obvious: comfort for the 
faithful.  Evil may seem as if it has the upper hand, but that is a temporary 
deception.  Better to stay faithful and suffer than to fall in with evil and 
experience God’s ultimate judgment. 
p. 179 
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Phillips & Vines say much the same thing: 
 

The first six chapters of Daniel are concerned with Daniel and his 
personal friends and are essentially historical in character.  The remaining 
chapters are concerned with Daniel and his people’s future, are mostly 
prophetical in character . . . 
p. 93 
 
 
 
Goldingay titles Daniel 7: 
 

God most high reveals the world’s destiny to Daniel (7:1-28) 
p. 137 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 The broadest OT parallels to Dan 7 lie in Ps 2 with it’s account of 
nations and kings striving in rebellion against Yahweh and his anointed, 
then of Yahweh calmly rebuking them and affirming the king’s destiny to 
crush them and/or rule over them (cf. Ps 110).  Behind such psalms with their 
theology of kingship is an understanding of the king as one who represents 
the people as a whole, embodies their destiny, yet also mediates God’s rule to 
them (Heaton). 
p. 149 
 
 
 
Walvoord titles this chapter: 
 

Daniel’s Vision of Future World History 
p. 229 
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Miller says: 
 

For a variety of reasons, “modern commentators are generally agreed 
that chapter 7 is the single most important chapter of the Book of Daniel.”1  
Porteous calls it “the heart of the Book of Daniel,”2  and Heaton declares, “It 
would be no exaggeration to say that this chapter is one of the most 
important passages of the OT.”3 

Why is this chapter so significant?  First, Dan 7 marks the literary 
turning point of the book from historical accounts to visions.  J.J. Collins 
correctly understands Dan 7 to be “a transitional chapter” bound to the 
preceding stories “by the use of the Aramaic language and by affinities with 
ch. 2, but tied to the following visions by its subject matter.”4 
 
1 W.S. Towner, Daniel, INT (Atlanta:  John Knox, 1984), 91. 
2 N.W. Porteous, Daniel, OTL (Philadelphia:  Westminister, 1965), 95. 
3 E.W. Heaton, The Book of Daniel, TBC (London:  SCM Press, 1956), 169. 
4 J.J. Collins, Danie, FOTL (Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1984), 80. 
p. 191 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

A valid principle for interpreting prophecy is to accept the plain sense 
of the text unless there is good reason to adopt some other meaning.  As  
L. Wood points out, “It will be noticed that, in respect to the predicted events 
which have already occurred, the vision finds a literal historical fulfillment; 
and the same should be anticipated, then, in respect to the events which lie 
still in the future.”7  Daniel 7-12 contains many symbols, but most of the 
material is straightforward prophecy. 

 
7 L. Wood, A Commentary on Daniel (Grand Rapdis:  Zondervan, 1973), 178. 
p. 193 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
 Chapter 7 opens a new and different section of the Book of Daniel.  The 
first six chapters contained the historic night with prophetic light; the last six 
chapters are prophetic light in the historic night.  Whereas in the first section 
of the book the emphasis was upon the historical, the emphasis will now be 
on the prophetic, yet still with an historical background. 
p. 567 
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Wiersbe titles Daniel 7: 
 

 “Thy Kingdom Come” 
p. 85 
 
 
 
He then says: 
 

In this vision, Daniel learned about six different kingdoms, four of 
them kingdoms of this world, one of them the kingdom of Satan, and the last 
one the kingdom of Messiah. 
p. 85 
 
 
 
Gangel begins his exposition with a quote by Robert Grant: 
 

“His chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form, 
and dark is His path on the wings of the storm.” 

p. 182 
 
 
 
He then capsulizes Daniel 7:1-14 in a nutshell: 
 

A comparison of Daniel 7 with the previous six chapters shows us 
immediately more differences than commonalities.  God changes the 
revelatory method, and Daniel now receives information through angelic 
mediation rather than through dreams, a process that continues throughout 
the second half of the book.  His reporting scheme also switches from the 
third person to the first person as he becomes an eyewitness of what God will 
do in “future world history.” 
p. 182 
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Feinberg says: 
 

In general, chapter 7 deals with the same theme as chapter 2, but it 
would be a mistake to think that this is mere repetition.  In chapter 2, the 
four earthly kingdoms and Christ’s heavenly kingdom were seen in their 
outward political appearance; by contrast, chapter 7 presents God’s estimate 
of their innermost moral and spiritual features. 
p. 83 
 
 
 
Haskell says: 
 
 The first half of the book of Daniel deals with questions pertaining 
particularly to the kingdom of Babylon as it existed in the days of the 
prophet.  The last six chapters are devoted entirely to the history of the world 
as a whole, and in visions given at various times, the prophet is shown the 
great events till the end of time.  Looking into the future, he sees, as it were, 
the mountain peaks lighted with the glory of God, and these striking features 
are noted with unerring accuracy to serve as guide-posts, not to the Jews 
only, but to all people, that they may understand the times in which they 
live, and know what is about to come on the earth. 
p. 88 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 

Since we have spoken of the close relation between the second and the 
seventh chapters we must make this relation a bit plainer.  The vision of the 
metal image shows what might be regarded as the more human aspect of the 
world empires, for the image is that of a human being.  We should expect to see 
the better traits brought to the forefront.  But it at once becomes apparent that 
such a mode of delineation gives but half of the picture.  The supplement is 
added in chapter seven where the baser and more cruel aspects of the world 
powers are set forth—their beast nature.  Holding these two halves of the 
description side by side, we have a more nearly adequate picture. 
p. 277 
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Leupold says further: 
 

It is a good thing to view the chapter as a whole before examining the 
particulars.  Four beasts arise successively to occupy positions of prominence.  
These portray the historical development of four nations.  Their receding out of 
the picture successively is scarcely noticed because as each new beast forges 
into the forefront, the preceding beast is forgotten.  These beasts represent 
successive empires.  After the fourth one has come to power, a horn of major 
proportions on this beast begins to dominate the scene.  When this point of the 
vision is reached, and before an interpretation is offered, the judgment 
pronounced upon the beasts is presented, especially upon the fourth beast and 
the horn.  A new power appears on the scene, the kingdom of one who is called 
“the Son of man.”  This kingdom is to be universal and eternal. 
p. 279 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah titles this chapter: 
 

GOD’S INCREDIBLE PLAN FOR THE NATIONS 
p. 131 
 
 
 
He then says: 
 

When Daniel left his furry friends, we don’t follow him down the 
streets of Babylon to his next adventure, but are transported back to the first 
year of the reign of Belshazzar.  In one of the most profound dream sequences 
in the Bible, Daniel tells of his troubling visions.  The same man who kept his 
quiet confidence in the face of dictators and wild beasts, trembled and turned 
pale with the knowledge that was revealed to him.  The great interpreter 
could not explain his own dreams but required the services of an angel. 
p. 131 
 
 
 
Swindoll, Walvoord and Pentecost say: 
 
The best interpreter of Scripture is Scripture itself.  And so I’m asking you to 
turn with me back to the prophecy of Daniel 7.  We’ll see many parallels 
between Revelation 13 and Daniel 7. 
p. 83 
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Stortz says: 
 
 Many people love the book of Daniel but few venture into these last six 
chapters.  In Sunday school we learned the stories of Daniel in the lions’ den, 
the handwriting on the wall, as well as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
being thrown into the blazing furnace.  But how many Sunday school classes 
even ventured across the line of chapter 6 into the dark mysteries of Daniel  
7-12?  I would venture to say that most Christians could not tell you what is 
contained in chapters 7-12 of the book of Daniel. 
p. 101 
 
 
 
Pentecost says: 
 

The second prophetic outline of the course of this period is given in 
Daniel 7.  Whereas in Daniel 2 the course of world empire is viewed from 
man’s perspective, in Daniel 7 the same course of empire is viewed from the 
Divine viewpoint, where the empires are seen, not as an attractive glorious 
image, but as four wild voracious beasts, which devour and destroy all before 
them and, consequently, are worthy of judgment. 
pp. 316-17 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
Thus the Scripture reveals that from the time of Daniel until the time when 
Jerusalem shall be given freedom from Gentile dominion at the second 
advent of Christ there will be four great empires which will rise and fall. 
p. 317 
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Pentecost says further: 
 
The second great passage dealing with the last form of Gentile world power is 
found in Daniel 7, where the course of that power is revealed through the 
four voracious beasts.  Concerning the end of the Gentile world power, Daniel 
reveals several things in this prophecy.  (1) As in the former prophecy, it is 
revealed that the final form of Gentile power is to exist in a union of ten 
kings and their kingdoms (Dan. 7:7).  The singular thing about this fourth 
beast was not its strength, nor its ferocity, nor the fact that it destroyed all 
the other beasts that preceded, but that it had ten horns.  (2) These horns 
would be the final form of the empire. 
p. 321 
 
 
 
He says finally: 
 

The unrestrained, sovereign purpose of God is seen in the ordering of 
the succession of the ages.  That God has a program of the ages is disclosed in 
many passages 
p. 129 
 
 
Let us take some time now to turn to the FIRST FOURTEEN VERSES of 
Daniel 7 and see what insights we can gain, not just in understanding  
GOD’S SOVEREIGN PLAN FOR MANKIND. 
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v. 1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and 
visions passed through his mind as he was lying on his bed.  He wrote 
down the substance of his dream. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 1: 
 

In the first year of the reign of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had 
a dream.  What he saw as he slept in his bed terrified him—a real 
nightmare.  Then he wrote out his dream: 

p. 1595 
 
 
This “DREAM” and the “VISIONS” which Daniel had recurred during  
 

“THE FIRST YEAR OF BELSHAZZAR KING OF BABYLON.” 
 
 
As we concluded chapter 6 in our previous study: 
 

BABYLON HAD ALREADY FALLEN TO MEDO-PERSIA and  
 
DARIUS HAD TAKEN THE THRONE. 

 
 
 
Swindoll, Walvoord and Pentecost say: 
 
Daniel had been carried captive into Babylon in 606-605 B.C.  He knew in 
studying Jeremiah’s prophecy that God had announced that the people of Judah 
would remain in captivity in Babylon for seventy years to make up for the years 
that they had neglected God’s Sabbaths—seventy for seven.  And Daniel is 
turning over in his mind, “What’s God’s program for Israel now that Israel has 
been carried captive into Babylon?”  In fact, when this vision was given to 
Daniel, the people of Israel had been in captivity for approximately seventy 
years.  So as Daniel began to calculate from Jeremiah’s prophecy of the seventy 
years, he concluded they were coming to the end of that period, and he was 
curious about what would come.  What was God’s program for Israel? 

And God revealed Himself and His plan and His purpose. 
pp. 83-84 
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Gangel says: 
 

This chapter opens with a flashback to the first year of Belshazzar 
king of Babylon, approximately 553 B.C., about nine years after the death of 
Nebuchadnezzar.  This is the first recorded vision Daniel has received 
himself, and he chooses it to begin the second half of his book.  In Walvoord’s 
words, “Conservative scholars . . .have hailed chapter 7 as one of the great 
prophecies of the Bible and the key to the entire program of God from 
Babylon to the Second Coming of Christ” (Walvoord, Daniel, p. 151). 
p. 184 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
 God gives to Daniel several visions of four beasts which are quite 
remarkable.  Daniel had these visions at different periods.  The vision of 
chapter 7 was in the first year of King Belshazszar.  In chapter 8 the vision 
was seen in the third year of the reign of Belshazzar.  In chapter 9 it was in 
the first year of Darius; in chapter 10 it was the third year of Cyrus; and in 
chapters 11 and 12 the vision was seen in the first year of Darius.  Daniel did 
not record these visions in the historical section but gathered these prophetic 
visions together in this second section of his book. 
p. 567 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 “He wrote the dream.”  Daniel was in obscurity in Babylon at this time, 
and I think he had more opportunity to give attention to the Word of God and 
to writing.  Perhaps it was in this period that he recorded the first part of the 
Book of Daniel. 
p. 568 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 The vision recorded by the Prophet Daniel in this chapter was revealed 
to him in the first year of Belshazzar’s reign, 553 B.C., when Belshazzar was 
made coregent with Nabonidus.  Daniels’ dream predated by 14 years his 
experience in the lions’ den (chap. 6) which occurred in or soon after 539.  
[Daniel is 72 years old.]  When the dream came Daniel was about 68 years of 
age, for he was taken captive (at about the age of 16) 52 years earlier in 605 
B.C. 
 The revelation was given Daniel in a dream through visions . . . In 
referring to the experience as “a dream” . . . Daniel was emphasizing the 
unity of the revelation and in referring to it as “visions” . . . he emphasized 
the successive stages in which the revelation was given . . . Because of the 
great significance of Daniel’s dream, he immediately wrote down a summary 
of it. 
 Daniel had been the interpreter of two dreams by Nebuchadnezzar 
(chaps. 2; 4).  Then the prophet-statesman became the recipient of four 
dreams or visions . . . 
pp. 1349-50 
 
 
I personally believe that Daniel was probably about TWENTY YEARS OLD 
INSTEAD OF SIXTEEN when he was taken into captivity.  That would mean 
that Daniel was probably 72 YEARS OF AGE WHEN HE RECEIVED THIS 
VISION that we are looking at together. 
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Miller says: 
 

The vision is dated to  “the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon.”  
Chronologically, therefore, Daniel’s first vision occurred many years before 
the events of chaps. 5 and 6.  When was the first year of Belshazzar?  The so-
called “Verse Account of Nabonidus” states: 

 
When the third year was about to begin, he [Nabonidus] entrusted the 
“Camp” to his oldest (son), the firstborn [Belshazzar], the troops 
everywhere in the country he ordered under his (command).  He let 
(everything) go, entrusted the kingship to him and, himself, he started 
out for a long journey.8 

 
Nabonidus began his reign in 556 B.C., so his third year would have 

been approximately 553 B.C.  Since the above text seems to indicate that 
Belshazzar became coregent (at least practically if not legally) in Nabonidus’s 
third year, Daniel probably considered Belshazzar’s first year to have begun 
in 553.  If Daniel was fifteen when taken into captivity in 605 B.C., he would 
now have been about sixty-seven years old.  Nebuchadnezzar had died only 
nine years before. 

 
8 ANET, 313. 

p. 194 
 
 
As I have said before, I would ADD FIVE YEARS TO HIS AGE when he was 
taken into captivity in 605 B.C. and that would make him 72 YEARS OF AGE  
at this time. 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon” (v.1), probably the year 553 
B.C. or fourteen years before the Medes and the Persians conquered 
Jerusalem.  This vision already was past when Belshazzar held his feast in 
chapter 5. 
p. 229 
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Young says: 
 
Upon awakening, Dan., under the sovereign influence of the Spirit of God, 
wrote out accurately the contents of the dream which had come to him during 
his sleep. 
p. 141 
 
 
 
Lange quotes Ewald, who says: 
 
Ewald [says]: “When it is said that Daniel merely recorded the leading 
features, or gave a mere summary, of the wonderful visions which he saw, the 
meaning becomes evident, when it is observed with what freedom the leading 
outlines of the visions are drawn in the first two turns of the description  
(vs. 1-14), and are afterward repeated for the purpose of interpretation. 
p. 149 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 
We noticed in the discussion of Chapter 5 how Daniel had been marginalised 
at Belshazzar’s court.  He has not, however, been marginalised by God and 
this vision shows that the God revealed in the stories of Chapter 1-6 is in 
control and that what he does is valid to all eternity. 
p. 96 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
The prophet having related some remarkable passages concerning himself 
and his brethren in captivity, and given proofs of his skill in interpreting 
other men’s dreams, proceeds to give an account of his own visions; and 
thereupon goes back to the first year of Belshazzar’s reign, which was 
seventeen years before the history contained in the last chapter. 
p. 658 
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Smith says: 
 

This is the same Belshazzar mentioned in chapter 5.  Chronologically, 
therefore, this chapter precedes chapter 5; but chronological order has been 
disregarded in order that the historical part of the book might stand by itself, 
and the prophetic part, on which we now enter, might not be interrupted by 
writings of that nature. 
p. 139 
 
 
 
Ron Allen kind of gives us a real good overview of Daniel 7: 
 
 Daniel 7 gives the Old Testament basis for the phrase “Son of Man” as 
a messianic title.  The chapter recasts the same basic message as presented 
in Daniel 2, but with new imagery and a different tone.  Daniel 2 gives us the 
dream image of Nebuchadnezzar, a multi-layered metal statue that speaks of 
the nations that will rule over the people of God until the time of the end and 
the coming of the smashing stone that leads to the kingdom of God. 
 Daniel 7 speaks of the same concepts but in terms of fantastic beasts 
rather than as different metals composing a statue.  The four beasts of the 
chapter symbolize the same nations as the four metals of chapter 2. 

• The beast like a lion (Daniel 7:4) is the same as the head of gold 
(Daniel 2:32, 37), representing Babylon. 

• The beast like a bear (Daniel 7:5) is the same as the chest of silver 
(Daniel 2:32, 39), representing Medo-Persia. 

• The beast like a leopard (Daniel 7:6) is the same as the trunk and 
thighs of bronze (Daniel 2:32, 39), representing Greece. 

• The nondescript, terrible beast (Daniel 7:7) is the same as the legs of 
iron (Daniel 2:33, 40), representing Rome. 

• The little horn speaking arrogant things (Daniel 7:8) is from the same 
setting as the toes mixed of iron and clay (Daniel 2:33, 41-43), 
representing the man of sin, the beast, who will arise in the latter 
period of human history to blaspheme God and torment his people 
(Revelation 13:1-10). 

pp. 26-27 
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DISCOVERING GOD 
 
“Repeatedly in Scripture, God asks us to remember what He has done in our 
lives.” 
 

Repeatedly in Scripture, God warns His people not to forget Him.  It’s 
easy to be critical of those Israelites who so quickly forgot the crossing of the 
Red Sea, the provision of daily bread, and the nightly pillar of fire.  God, fully 
understanding human nature, instructed Israel to build various monuments 
and memorials to Him.  His intention was not only to help them remember 
His mighty deeds of the past, but to inspire them to trust Him in the future. 

We’re very much like the Israelites.  We too need “stones of 
remembrance” to help us recognize and remember God’s work in our lives.  
An effective tool for us is the discipline of a spiritual journal.  A spiritual 
journal differs from a “regular” one.  Both may record events, ideas, and 
reactions, but a spiritual journal will also record your thoughts and responses 
to the significant points in your spiritual journey.  The journal is a place to 
pour out your heart in worship, to ask God the hard questions, and to express 
your deepest emotions. 

A spiritual journal serves as a foundation for growth as you record the 
ways God is working in your life.  Our memories are faulty at best, and we 
often can’t clearly recall the details of what God was doing or how He 
intervened in particular situations.  The journal notes we make along the 
way, while events and insights are fresh, help us see His hand more clearly 
as we look back. 

Your spiritual journal can function as a place to record gleanings from 
personal Bible study.  It can include ideas, plans, projects, and concerns that 
you bring to God in prayer.  The discipline of journaling can help you discover 
facets of God’s purpose in your life, aspects of your own character or His, and 
directions in which God has been leading you. 

God is concerned not only with the goal of our being conformed to the 
image of His Son, but with the process by which it takes place.  The journal 
can help document that process and prod us to remember His faithfulness 
and continue trusting Him. 
 
“Discovering God” by Barbara Peil.  Kindred Spirit, Fall 1996 (Vol 20, No 3).  Pages 12-14. 
Topic: JOURNALING.  See also 11653 and 8635. 
 
(From InfoSearch 5.1) 
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v. 2 Daniel said: “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the 
four winds of heaven churning up the great sea. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 2: 
 

 “In my dream that night I saw the four winds of heaven 
whipping up a great storm on the sea. 

p. 1595 
 
 
One of the Hebrew commentators translates “I LOOKED” as “I WAS 
BEHOLDING” making it more of a graphic present-tense experience. 
 

“DANIEL SAID: ‘IN MY VISION AT NIGHT I WAS BEHOLDING, 
AND THERE BEFORE ME.” 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 In the first six chapters, Daniel wrote in the third person; in the last 
six chapters he wrote in the first person.  In his vision Daniel first saw the 
great sea churned by the action of four winds.  The word translated “winds” 
may also be rendered “spirits,” that is, angels.  Elsewhere in Scripture this 
word is used to refer to God’s providential actions in the affairs of men 
through angels . . . Throughout the Old Testament the Mediterranean Sea is 
referred to as the Great Sea . . . This vision then related specifically to the 
Mediterranean world. 
p. 1350 
 
 
Revelation 17:15 
 

And he said to me, “The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, 
are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues. 

 
 
Luke 21:25 
 

“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the 
earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea 
and the waves,  

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#13-Daniel 7_1-14.doc 

33 

Smith says: 
 

Winds, in symbolic language, denote strife, political commotion, and 
war.  Jer. 25:31, 32, 33:  “Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, evil shall go 
forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the 
coasts of the earth.  And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one 
end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth.”  Here the prophet 
speaks of a controversy which the Lord is to have with all nations, when the 
wicked shall be given to the sword, and the slain of the Lord, shall be from 
one end of the earth to the other; and the strife and commotion which 
produces all this destruction is called a great whirlwind. 

That winds denote strife and war is further evident from consideration 
of the vision itself; for as the result of the striving of the winds, kingdoms 
arise and fall; and these events are accomplished through political strife. 
p. 140 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
Denoting those commotions of the world, and that troublesome state of 
affairs, out of which empires and kingdoms commonly take their rise. 
p. 658 
 
 
 
Young says: 
 
[Daniel] would again affirm that the message which he is about to deliver 
was given him of God, and was not merely the product of his own 
subconscious mind. 
p. 142 
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Miller says: 
 
. . . “The sea . . . is symbolic of polluted, turbulent humanity . . . as they try to 
exploit and govern in their own wisdom and strength.”12  Driver describes 
this sea as “the agitated world of nations.”13  Thus the peoples of the earth 
are portrayed as a great sea of humanity in a constant state of unrest, chaos, 
and turmoil—an apt description of today’s world. 
 
12 Archer, “Daniel,” 85. 
13 S.R. Driver, The Book of Daniel, CBSC (Cambridge: University Press, 1922), 81; also 
Montgomery, Daniel, 285. 
p. 195 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

Archer believes “the four winds represent God’s judgments, hurling 
themselves on the ungodly nations from all four points of the compass.”15   
In Rev 7:1 (and possibly Zech 6:5) the figure of “the four winds” does appear 
to have that meaning, and there are other places in Scripture where “wind” 
or “winds” are used symbolically to signify God’s judgments (e.g., Zech 7:14; 
Hos 8:7). 
 
15 Archer, “Daniel,” 85. 
p. 196 
 
 
Isaiah 57:20, 21 
 

But the wicked are like the tossing sea, which cannot rest, whose 
waves cast up mire and mud.  “There is no peace,” says my God, “for 
the wicked.”  

 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 
The image of wind in the Book of Daniel tends to be used of God’s sovereign 
power and therefore suggests a picture of heavenly forces.  Some have 
suggested that the number symbolizes the completeness of the whole earth, 
and even today we use the expression “four corners of the earth.” 
pp. 184-5 
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Gangel says further: 
 
The Bible is never complimentary in its reference to worldly nations.  The 
picture here suggests unrest and confusion as the cosmos rages like a sea 
bubbling its furor when whipped by heavenly winds.  There are dozens of 
“seas” all over the world, but the focus of headline news year after year 
centers in the Mediterranean.  Archer interestingly points out that in the 
new earth there will be no more sea . . . (Rev. 21:1) and that “the four winds 
represent God’s judgments, hurling themselves on the ungodly nations from 
all four points of the compass.  And the successive rise and fall of the four 
empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome, these destructive forces 
will exert their power through the centuries to come, till the final triumph of 
the Son of Man” (Archer, p. 85).  Wind is mentioned more than 120 times in 
the Bible.  More than half of those point to the sovereignty and power of God.  
Indeed, that is the only way Daniel uses the word. 
p. 185 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 

We often use the expression, “a sea of humanity,” and the Bible often 
refers to a “sea” as masses of people.  When Daniel in his vision looks at this 
great sea of humanity, it is being blown from the four corners of the earth, 
depicting political strife and uprisings, wars and bloodshed among the nations.  
He sees the nations in unrest, which is the everlasting human condition. 
p. 133 
 
 
 
Longman says: 
 
They are all blowing at once.  We are not to simply imagine huge waves 
crashing into the shore, but rather turbulent, chaotic waters moving in all 
directions. 
p. 180 
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Baldwin says: 
 
Here is a symbolic number which promises not to cause problems of 
interpretation.  The four compass-points register every possible wind-
direction, and as a working hypothesis we might take four to symbolize 
completeness, ‘the whole earth’ in this context.  The great sea, whipped up by 
the winds, is the ‘substance’ of the vision; Daniel saw a limitless ocean, not an 
inland sea. 
p. 138 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
It is better therefore to take the sea as a symbolic reference to nations . . . 
The nations are here seen in perpetual turmoil and unrest, a not inaccurate 
picture as the annals of human history reveal.  Out of the restless sea of 
people and nations then, four beastlike kingdoms appear.  These kingdoms 
can be identified by references within the Scriptures and are verified by 
secular history.  It gives us a picture of human history as God sees it, a 
picture that is neither appealing nor attractive. 
p. 81 
 
 
 

Hurricanes Show the Natural Hand of God 
 
The onslaught of hurricanes, marching one after the other in the fall of 2004 
prompted many people to think more about God.  It is safe to say that there 
were countless prayers for God to temper the might of the storms.  Others 
realized they were seeing the power of God through nature.  Kevin Harless, 
32, who was sightseeing in Panama City Beach, Florida, was more of a 
theologian than he may have realized.  He said, “You want to see the natural 
hand of God firsthand, but you don’t realize how strong it is.” 
 

Citation: Lee Eclov, Vernon Hills, Illinois; source: Jay Reeves, “Hurricane Ivan Storms 
Ashore,” AP (9-16-04) 

 
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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Amos 4:12, 13 
 

“Therefore this is what I will do to you, Israel, and because I will do 
this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel.”  He who forms the 
mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to man, he who 
turns dawn to darkness, and treads the high places of the earth—the 
Lord God Almighty is his name.  
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v. 3 Four great beasts, each different from the others, came up out of the sea. 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 3: 
 

Four huge animals, each different from the others, ascended out of the 
sea. 

p. 1595 
 
 
Daniel says TWO THINGS about these “FOUR GREAT BEASTS”: 
 
 1. “[THEY ARE] EACH DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHERS” and 
 
 2. “[THEY] CAME UP OUT OF THE SEA.” 
 
 
Revelation 13:1, 2 
 

And he stood on the sand of the seashore.  And I saw a beast coming up 
out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns 
were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.  And 
the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those 
of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion.  And the dragon gave 
him his power and his throne and great authority. 

 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 

Out of these turbulent waters emerge four of the ugliest zoo animals 
you can imagine.  In the Bible, animals are often used to represent kingdoms, 
and even today the lion represents Great Britain, the eagle is the United 
States.  Most nations have their own animal symbols. 
p. 133 
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Miller asks the question: 
 

What do these four animals from the sea represent?  In v. 17 the angel 
explains that they symbolize “four kingdoms” that will rise from the earth 
(“sea”).  They are the same empires represented by the statue’s four parts in 
chap. 2.  Daniel 7 merely provides more detailed information concerning them. 
p. 196 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 

When the “four beasts” appear as rising from the sea, that clearly 
indicates that the disturbed state of the world gives origin to the successive 
world powers that appear on the scene of history.  We may well maintain that 
the number “four” has symbolical significance.  It is always the number of the 
world.  Four empires represent the sum total of the powers that the world 
produces in the course of its development. 
p. 285 
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v. 4 The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle.  I watched 
until its wings were torn off and it was lifted from the ground so that it 
stood on two feet like a man, and the heart of a man was given to it. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 4: 
 

 “The first animal looked like a lion, but it had the wings of an 
eagle.  While I watched, its wings were pulled off.  It was then pulled 
erect so that it was standing on two feet like a man.  Then a human 
heart was placed in it. 

p. 1595 
 
 
There are SIX THINGS that are said about this first “beast”: 
 
 1. “WAS LIKE A LION” and 
 
 2. “IT HAD THE WINGS OF AN EAGLE.” 
 
 
As Daniel was beholding, or as he kept looking: 
 
 3. “ITS WINGS WERE TORN OFF,” 
 
 4. “IT WAS LIFTED FROM THE GROUND,” 
 
 5. “IT STOOD ON TWO FEET LIKE A MAN,” and 
 
 6. “THE HEART OF A MAN WAS GIVEN TO IT.” 
 
 
Jeremiah 4:7 
 

A lion has come out of his lair; a destroyer of nations has set out. He 
has left his place to lay waste your land.  Your towns will lie in ruins 
without inhabitant.  
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 The second thing Daniel saw in the vision was four great beasts 
emerging from the agitated sea.  As explained to Daniel later (v. 17) the four 
beasts represented four kingdoms.  The first beast was like a lion, an animal 
symbolizing power and strength.  This lion had eagle wings, which speak of 
swiftness.  Interestingly the lion and eagle were both symbols of Babylon . . . 
The violent wrenching of the wings from the lion would deprive it of its great 
mobility.  This could refer to Nebuchadnezzar’s insanity or to his empire’s 
deterioration after his death.  The lion’s rising up on two feet (its hind legs) 
made it look more like a man.  The fact that it got a man’s heart suggests 
that the animal lost its beastly nature and showed compassion.  The lion’s 
rising on its hind legs and having a man’s heart may refer to 
Nebuchadnezzar’s humanitarian interests. 
p. 1350 
 
 
As Daniel looked at this vision of the “LION” whose “WINGS WERE TORN OFF” 
we could say that: 
 

SOMEONE CLIPPED HIS WINGS. 
 
 
Our verse tells us that as a result of “ITS WINGS [BEING] TORN OFF”: 
 
 “IT WAS LIFTED FROM THE GROUND.”  
 
 
The RESULT was: 
 

“SO THAT IT STOOD ON TWO FEET LIKE A MAN.” 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
Second, statues of winged lions, which are believed to have been 
representative of the empire, have been found in the ruins of Babylon, and 
lions adorned the famous Ishtar Gate.  Although the text does not specifically 
interpret the rest of the verse, the meaning of the symbolism would naturally 
be expected to be found in the descriptions of Nebuchadnezzar (who embodied 
the Babylonian Empire) presented elsewhere in the book. 
p. 197 
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Miller says further: 
 
The lion’s wings being torn off speaks of the king’s insanity and loss of power; 
standing on two feet like a man and receiving a human heart (mind) denotes 
Nebuchadnezzar’s humanitarian rule after his insanity; and the lion being 
“lifted up from the ground” indicates that it was God who raised the king to 
his place of honor. 
p. 197 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
But if this vision covers essentially the same ground as the image of chapter 2, 
the query may arise why it is given; why was not the vision of chapter 2 
sufficient?  We answer, The ground is passed over again and again that 
additional characteristics may be brought out, and additional facts and 
features may be presented.  It is thus that we have “line upon line.”  Here 
earthly governments are viewed as represented in the light of Heaven.  Their 
true character is shown by the symbol of wild and ravenous beasts. 
p. 143 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 

This lion had eagle’s wings, and that makes it an unusual lion.  These 
eagle’s wings denote the ability that Babylon had of moving an army 
speedily, which has been the secret of any great world power down through 
history.  It was a Tennessean named Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest who, 
when he was asked how to win battles, said, The one that gets there “the first 
with the most” is the one that is going to win.  Nebuchadnezzar had the 
ability to move an army speedily, and that was the thing which brought him 
to world power. 
p. 569 
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McGee says further: 
 

“The wings thereof were plucked” evidently refers to the humbling of 
Nebuchadnezzar in his mental lapse and loss of identity. 
 “And made stand upon the feet as a man”—denotes Nebuchadnezzar’s 
restoration.  He became like a beast and acted like one, but his mind was 
restored, and he was brought back to sanity. 

“A man’s heart was given to it.”  I believe this refers to Nebuchadnezzar’s 
conversion.  I think he came to know the living and true God. 
p. 569 
 
 
 
He says finally: 
 

The lion corresponds to the head of gold, Babylon.  Today she is a heap 
of ruins; but, as predicted by Jeremiah, those very ruins bear eloquent 
testimony to the outward glory that was hers.  Among those ruins one can see 
a proud lion standing on a pedestal; it was the thing which represented that 
great empire. 
p. 569 
 
 
 
Goldingay says: 
 
 The features of a lion (v 4) to which the OT appeals are ferocity, 
strength, destructiveness, courage, rapacity, and fearsomeness; it can be used 
as a simile or metaphor for any nation or individual with such 
characteristics, and in particular to suggest kingship (see TWAT). 
p. 161 
 
 
 
Phillips & Vines say: 
 

The Babylonian empire had been set before Nebuchadnezzar under the 
symbol of gold, the richest metal.  It was shown to Daniel as a lion, the king 
of beasts.  Both symbols spoke of sovereignty and supremacy.  The prophet 
Jeremiah had already used both symbols to depict Nebuchadnezzar, so they 
were familiar to Daniel. 
p. 97 
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Gaebelein says: 
 
 As gold is the most precious metal, so the lion is the king among the 
beasts of the forest.  The gold in the dream image and the first beast 
represent the Babylonian empire.  In the beginning it was a lion with wings, 
but they were plucked out; it lost its strength and though it had a man’s 
heart, it was a beast still.  This may also have connection with 
Nebuchadnezzar’s insanity experience. 
 

  Even before this Nebuchadnezzar had been described as a lion.  “The lion is come 
up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way” (Jerem. iv. 7).  
Elsewhere he is spoken of as an eagle. 
p. 73 
 
 
 
Showers says: 
 

The first beast was a lion with eagle’s wings.  This represented the 
Kingdom of Babylon that was in existence when Daniel received this dream.  
It corresponded to the head of gold of the image of chapter two.  Winged lions 
were practically the national symbol of ancient Babylon.  Sculptures of huge 
winged lions stood at the entrances of Babylonian royal palaces.3  
Interestingly, the Scriptures compared Nebuchadnezzar, the greatest king of 
Babylon, to a lion . . . and an  eagle . . . Lions and eagles have been regarded 
as the kings of the beasts and fowl, and wings often signify swiftness of 
movement.  Thus, a winged lion was a fitting representation of Babylon in its 
swift conquest of many peoples as it made itself the king of nations during 
the first part of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign . . . 
p. 75 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
After Nebuchadnezzar had been humbled by God through lycanthropy, he 
and his kingdom stopped conquering and became more humane in their 
treatment of their subjects. 
p. 75 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
. . . So long as Nebuchadnezzar, in haughty pride, relied on his own strength, 
he forfeited the true dignity of man, and was therefore degraded to be with the 
beasts.  Ch. 4:16:  “Let his heart be changed from man’s, and let a beast’s heart 
be given unto him.”  But after he learned by this sore discipline that “the Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men” . . . the change took place in him, “a man’s 
heart is given to him; instead of his former beast’s heart, he attains man’s true 
position, . . . to be consciously dependent on God.” 
p. 746 
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v. 5 And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear.  It was 
raised up on one of its sides, and it had three ribs in its mouth between 
its teeth.  It was told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of flesh!’ 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 5: 
 

 “Then I saw a second animal that looked like a bear.  It lurched 
from side to side, holding three ribs in its jaws.  It was told, ‘Attack!  
Devour!  Fill your belly!’ 

p. 1595 
 
 
There are FOUR THINGS that are said about this “SECOND BEAST”: 
 
 1. “LOOKED LIKE A BEAR,” 
 
 2. “IT WAS RAISED UP ON ONE OF ITS SIDES,” 
 
 3. “IT HAD THREE RIBS IN ITS MOUTH BETWEEN ITS 

TEETH,” and 
 
 4. “IT WAS TOLD, ‘GET UP AND EAT YOUR FILL OF FLESH!’” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 The second beast was like a bear, an animal of formidable strength  
. . . This represents Medo-Persia, the empire that followed Babylon.  The 
Medo-Persian army was strong and fierce . . . Unlike the grace of the man-
like lion, the bear was ponderous and ungainly.  It was evidently reclining 
with one side higher than the other.  This suggests that though Persia rose 
later than Media, Persia soon overshadowed the Medes in their united 
kingdom.  The three ribs in the bear’s mouth may represent the kingdoms of 
Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon, which had preceded the empire represented by 
the bear.  Or they may represent Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt, three nations 
conquered by the Medes and Persians.  The bear was told to devour flesh.  
This command suggests that kingdoms operate by divine appointment, not 
their own authority.  In devouring other kingdoms and extending its territory 
into a vast empire, the bear was fulfilling God’s purpose. 
p. 1350 
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Showers says: 
 

The bear had three ribs in its mouth.  These probably represented 
Lydia, Babylon and Egypt—three other great kingdoms that were conquered 
by Medo-Persia.5  In spite of these great conquests, the bear was commanded 
to devour even more.  Medo-Persia was noted for its insatiable desire to 
conquer more. 

Medo-Persia replaced Babylon as the great world power in 539 B.C. 
p. 76 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
The bear, representing the kingdom of Media-Persia, corresponds to the arms 
of silver of Nebuchadnezzar’s image. 
p. 570 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

“Three ribs in the mouth” are the three kingdoms that constituted this 
empire: Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt. 
p. 570 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
The three ribs perhaps signify the three provinces of Babylon, Lydia, and 
Egypt, which were especially ground down and oppressed by this power.  
Their saying unto it, “Arise, devour much flesh,” would naturally refer to the 
stimulus given to the Medes and Persians, by the overthrow of these 
provinces, to plan and undertake more extensive conquests. 
p. 144 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#13-Daniel 7_1-14.doc 

48 

Miller says: 
 

The bear “had three ribs in its mouth,” which may safely be understood 
to represent the conquests of the empire.  Since the beasts represent nations 
or empires, devouring other beasts would symbolize triumph over them.  
These ribs may denote military triumphs generally or three specific peoples 
subdued by Medo-Persia.23  Although Young considers the three ribs to 
represent “the insatiable nature of the beast . . . since, not being content with 
one body, it devoured many,”24 others (probably correctly) have taken the ribs 
to represent Medo-Persia’s three major conquests—Babylon (539 B.C.), Lydia 
(546 B.C.), and Egypt (525 B.C.).25  
 
23 Those who hold that the empire is Media rather than Medo-Persia have offered a number 
of identifications for the three ribs.  See Montgomery for suggestions (Daniel, 289).  Cf. also 
Lacocque, Daniel, 140; Hartman and Di Lella, Daniel, 205. 
24 Young, Daniel, 145. 
25 So Archer, “Daniel,” 86; Whitcomb, Daniel, 95. 
pp. 198-9 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
More territory was controlled by this empire than any other up until that 
time. 
p. 199 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
The Median half of these two sections was the more passive, the part inclined 
to lie down.  The more aggressive Persian part of the empire will then be 
signified by the side that is raised up.  Nothing more than this is indicated by 
this part of the vision, and this is a factor that was historically true. 
p. 291 
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Leupold says further: 
 

The question arises whether the command, “Arise, devour much flesh,” 
implies that the flesh on the ribs is to be eaten, or whether, after substantial 
conquests have been made, further conquests are to be attempted.  The latter 
seems to be the more reasonable interpretation.  When a beast has a 
generous portion of prey between its teeth it will hardly need to be 
encouraged to devour this part or the meaty part of its prey.  Or is it 
thinkable that a beast of prey, having secured a huge portion of meat, might 
stand with the meat in its jaws and forget to dispose of it?  The Persian 
Empire was voracious; it devoured quite a bit more than did Babylon.  This 
fact is emphasized by these last features of the vision, the three ribs and the 
command to devour.  Summing up, the vision emphasizes a greedy 
voraciousness over against the royal dignity that marked the first beast. 
p. 292 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 

The second beast in sequence symbolizes the next kingdom, Medo-
Persia.  The bears in the Bible are always vicious, not a gentle teddy bear 
dancing at the end of a rope.  The second kingdom was ferocious and greedy, 
and historians tell us that the Medo-Persians conquered Lydia, Babylon, and 
Egypt, which are the three ribs Daniel saw in the bear’s mouth.  The beast 
was lifted up on one side, like a circus bear doing tricks, and historians tell us 
that one-half of the Medo-Persian Empire was dominant.  The Persians took 
over and subjugated the Medes, so they became a part of the Persian Empire. 
p. 134-5 
 
 
 
Dr. Campbell says: 
 
The fact that the bear was raised up on one side indicates that Persia would 
gain ascendancy over Media and dominate as the superior power.  The three 
ribs in its mouth probably symbolize Persia’s conquests over Babylon, Lydia, 
and Egypt, carried out with its huge armies under the able direction of Cyrus.  
But the bear’s appetite was not satisfied and she conquered more nations, 
devoured more empires.  Persia, in fact, extended her conquests till her 
kingdom reached from the Indus River on the east to the land of Egypt and 
the Aegean Sea on the west. 
p. 82 
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Baldwin says: 
 
Three ribs represent the victim of a previous hunt which has not satisfied its 
appetite. 
p. 139 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 

According to Archer: 
 

This corresponds perfectly to the three major conquests of the 
Medes and Persians made under the leadership of King Cyrus and his 
son Cambyses: viz., the Lydian Kingdom in Asian Minor (which fell to 
Cyrus in 546), the Chaldean Empire (which he annexed in 539), and 
the Kingdom of Egypt (which Cambyses acquired in 525).  Needless to 
say, nothing in the career of the Median Empire before Cyrus’ time 
corresponds to the three ribs. 

pp. 186-7 
 
 
 
Charlie Dyer in his book The Rise of Babylon, says: 
 

Daniel described the second beast, Medo-Persia, as a rather lopsided 
bear with three ribs in its mouth.  This is a perfect picture of the Medo-
Persian empire—an empire composed of two countries, but with the Persians 
more dominant than the Medes.  The three ribs in the bear’s mouth 
graphically illustrate the three prominent conquests of the empire: Lydia in 
546 B.C., Babylon in 539 B.C., and Egypt in 525 B.C. 
p. 107 
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v. 6 After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that 
looked like a leopard.  And on its back it had four wings like those of a 
bird.  This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 6: 
 

 “Next I saw another animal.  This one looked like a panther.   
It had four birdlike wings on its back.  This animal had four heads and 
was made to rule. 

p. 1595 
 
 
“AFTER THAT, I”: 
 

“kept on looking,” 
 
“I was beholding,” and 
 
“THERE BEFORE ME WAS ANOTHER BEAST”—A THIRD “BEAST.” 

 
 
We have seen a “lion” and a “bear.”  Now a THIRD “BEAST” who is 
characterized in FOUR WAYS: 
 
 1. “LOOKED LIKE A LEOPARD,” 
 
 2. “ON ITS BACK IT HAD FOUR WINGS LIKE THOSE OF A BIRD,” 
 
 3. “THIS BEAST HAD FOUR HEADS,” and 
 
 4. “IT WAS GIVEN AUTHORITY TO RULE.” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 The third beast Daniel saw was like a leopard, an animal noted for its 
swiftness . . . cunning, and agility . . . This beast had four wings like . . . a 
bird, stressing a swiftness beyond its natural capacity.  An additional feature 
of this beast is that it had four heads.  Also authority to rule was given it.  
The kingdom that conquered Medo-Persia was Greece, which did so with 
great speed, conquering the entire empire between 334 and 330 B.C.   
A few years after Alexander died his kingdom was divided into four parts . . . 
p. 1350 
 
 
Daniel says FOUR THINGS about this “BEAST”: 
 
 1. “LOOKED LIKE A LEOPARD,” 
 
 2. “ON ITS BACK IT HAD FOUR WINGS LIKE THOSE OF A BIRD,” 
 
 3. “HAD FOUR HEADS,” and 
 
 4. “WAS GIVEN AUTHORITY TO RULE.” 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 

Alexander and thirty-five thousand soldiers went up against the Medo-
Persian army of some two or three hundred thousand men and miraculously 
won.  Everybody said it was the military strategy of Alexander, but in Daniel 
7:6, it says this beast was “given authority to rule.”  No matter how brilliant 
we may appear, it is ultimately God who is in control. 
p. 135 
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Miller says: 
 

Following Medo-Persia, Greece dominated the world.  Two outstanding 
characteristics of a leopard, a beast of prey, are speed and an insatiable thirst 
for blood.  “Four wings” upon the leopard’s back increased the speed of this 
already swift beast.  Greece is aptly represented by this flying leopard, for its 
conquests were carried out with lightning speed, and it had an insatiable lust 
for territory.  Alexander the Great invaded Asia Minor in 334 B.C. and within 
ten short years (by the age of thirty-two) had conquered the entire Medo-
Persian Empire to the borders of India.  According to legend, he then wept 
because there were no more lands to conquer. 
p. 199 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

In Scripture “heads” may represent rulers or governments . . . and that 
is the case with the leopard’s four heads.  Daniel predicted that this one 
empire would ultimately evolve into four kingdoms, and this is exactly what 
occurred.  Alexander died in 323 B.C., and after much internal struggle his 
generals carved the kingdom into four parts: (1) Antipater, and later 
Cassander, gained control of Greece and Macedonia; (2) Lysimachus ruled 
Thrace and a large part of Asia Minor; (3) Seleucus I Nicator governed Syria, 
Babylon, and much of the Middle East (all of Asia except Asia Minor and 
Palestine); and (4) Ptolemy I Soter controlled Egypt and Palestine.28 
 
28 Centuries ago Jerome recognized this symbolism as describing the fourfold division of the 
Greek Empire (Daniel, 75). 
p. 200 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
Alexander, in less than eight years, marched his army upward of seventeen 
hundred leagues [or more than fifty-one hundred miles], without including 
his return to Babylon.” 
p. 149 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#13-Daniel 7_1-14.doc 

54 

J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
“Leopard” would perhaps be better translated “panther.”  A panther, which 
leaps with suddenness upon its helpless prey, represents the Graeco-
Macedonian empire of Alexander the Great. 

“Four wings” further accentuates the ability of Alexander to move his 
army with rapidity and to strike suddenly.  In comparison it would have 
made Nebuchadnezzar’s army look like it was on a slow train through 
Arkansas.  Strong nations which have gained world dominion have developed 
the ability to move and strike with great speed. 
p. 570 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

The “four heads” depict the division of Alexander’s empire at the time 
of his death in his early thirties.  Babylon went down on a drunken orgy and 
so did Alexander—they both went the same way.  Our nation is going down 
the same path today.  We are living in a day when the social drink is 
accepted.  Our people don’t want their young people on drugs, but they don’t 
mind if they go out drinking.  Following the death of Alexander, four of his 
generals divided the world empire which he had carved out, because each of 
them knew they could not control the whole.  Cassander took Macedonia; 
Lysimachus took Asia Minor; Seleucus took Syria, out of which came the 
“little horn” of Daniel 8, Antiochus Epiphanes, who wrought such havoc with 
the temple in Jerusalem; and finally, Ptolemy took Egypt, and of course, 
Cleopatra came along later in that line. 
p. 570 
 
 
 
Showers says: 
 
Since the two wings on the lion represented swiftness of movement, four 
wings on the leopard signified that concept even more.  Thus, the major thing 
emphasized by the third beast was swiftness of conquest.  Under Alexander 
the Great, Greece conquered the known world faster than any other ancient 
power.  Alexander had the fastest moving army known.  In eight years time 
the Greeks marched and conquered more than 11,000 miles of territory from 
Greece in the west to India in the east.6 
p.76 
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v. 7 After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a 
fourth beast—terrifying and frightening and very powerful.  It had 
large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled 
underfoot whatever was left.  It was different from all the former 
beasts, and it had ten horns. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 7: 
 

 “After that, a fourth animal appeared in my dream.  This one 
was a grisly horror—hideous.  It had huge iron teeth.  It crunched and 
swallowed its victims.  Anything left over, it trampled into the ground.  
It was different from the other animals—this one was a real monster.  
It had ten horns. 

p. 1595 
 
 
“AFTER THAT, IN MY VISION AT NIGHT [I kept looking] AND THERE 
BEFORE ME WAS A FOURTH BEAST.” 
 
 
This “FOURTH BEAST” is described in NINE WAYS.  It was: 
 
 1. “TERRIFYING,” 
 
 2. “FRIGHTENING,” and 
 
 3. “VERY POWERFUL.” 
 
 4. “IT HAD LARGE IRON TEETH,” 
 
 5. “IT CRUSHED . . . ITS VICTIMS,” 
 
 6. “IT . . . DEVOURED ITS VICTIMS,” 
 
 7. “IT . . . . TRAMPLED UNDERFOOT WHATEVER WAS LEFT,” 
 
 8. “IT WAS DIFFERENT FROM ALL THE FORMER BEASTS,” and 
 
 9. “IT HAD TEN HORNS.” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 Daniel now described a fourth beast.  Instead of likening it to some 
known animal Daniel simply called it a beast.  Apparently it was a mongrel 
composed of parts of a lion, bear, and leopard . . . the beast in Rev. 13:2).  
This fourth beast was more terrifying and powerful than the three preceding 
beasts, which were all ferocious and destructive.  This beast had large iron 
teeth with which it was able to crush and devour its prey.  The empire 
represented by this mongrel beast had crushed and assimilated into itself the 
three previous empires described by the lion, the bear, and the leopard (it 
trampled underfoot whatever was left . . . 
 A significant feature of this fourth and different beast was that it had 10 
horns.  According to verse 24 they represent 10 kings.  As Daniel focused his 
attention on the horns, he saw another horn begin to emerge among the 10. 
pp. 1350-51 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 

This unusual beast had ten horns which obviously correspond to the 
feet of the image with ten toes.  The emphasis here is not upon the origin of 
this empire, but rather upon the end time—the period of the ten horns. 

The vision of this fourth beast is made further important to us because 
it is yet unfulfilled.  Apparently we are living in some period toward the end 
time.  The visions of the three beasts have been fulfilled, which means that 
three-fourths of this prophecy has already been literally fulfilled; there 
remains for the future only the time of the “horns.”  The fourth kingdom of 
Rome has already appeared.  Although it fell apart, it will come back together 
in ten kingdoms.  It will be put together by the one whom the Word of God 
has labeled the Antichrist. 
p.571 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 

There is no other animal in all the animal kingdom that we can 
compare to the fourth beast.  It represented the imperialistic, cruel 
materialism of Rome, the empire that was known for its cruelty.  It was Rome 
that crucified Peter and beheaded Paul.  It was Rome that banished John to 
the island of Patmos, and Rome that burned Christians and butchered men, 
women, and children.  It was Rome that crucified our Lord. 
p. 135 
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Charlie Dyer says: 
 

The fourth beast, Rome, is shadowy and scary!  It is “terrifying and 
frightening and very powerful.”  It destroys and stamps out opposition, and it is 
different from all the other beasts.  By using iron to describe the beast’s teeth, 
Daniel links the beast to the fourth part of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream.  The fourth empire is more terrifying than its predecessors.  It is the 
empire that will hold sway when the Messiah comes. 
p. 108 
 
 
 
Swindoll, Walvoord & Pentecost say: 
 

He moves quickly on to the fourth beast.  Now, if we can look for a 
moment in Revelation 13, John gives us the external appearance of this 
fourth beast.  It was like a leopard and like a bear and like a lion.  You will 
notice that John mentions them in reverse order, because Daniel is looking 
from his ancient historical perspective down through the corridors of time, 
and they appear first as lion, then bear, then leopard, and then the fourth.  
John is living under the fourth, so he is looking backward.  So what’s nearest 
to him, the predecessor?  The leopard.  Back of that is the bear and in back of 
that is the lion, so that John and Daniel are describing the same vision.  And 
Daniel was told that Israel, during the course of her history would be 
controlled, dominated, ruled over, subjugated to four Gentile world powers.  
That was the sign of God’s displeasure; it was a sign of God’s divine 
discipline.  God had made it very clear at the time of the return from Exodus, 
that the principle on which God would deal with his people was simple:  
Obedience will bring blessing, disobedience will bring discipline and possibly 
even disaster.  And as he described that disaster in Deuteronomy 28, God 
said that He would deliver the people of Israel to the authority of Gentiles, 
and Gentiles would rule over them.  They would not have their own king 
ruling in the royal city of Jerusalem.  And here Daniel is told that four 
empires would rule in a time period that our Lord in Luke 21:24 refers to as 
the “times of the Gentiles.”  That is a very important prophetic statement. 
p. 86 
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Pentecost says: 
 
There must be a realignment of nations to constitute the final form of the 
fourth world empire.  This empire will be the one smitten by the “stone” . . . 
will be made up of ten different parts . . . will have one head, who had 
overthrown three of the existing heads of state in his ascendancy . . . 
p. 318 
 
 
 
Baxter says: 
 
In chapter vii. [7] the four kingdoms represented by the four metals are seen 
again, as four beasts of prey.  Special attention is focused on the fourth beast.  
The correspondence between it and the fourth metal of the image cannot be 
missed—“strong exceedingly, and it had great iron teeth,” etc. (verse 7).  This 
fearsome beast has ten horns (the horn is the symbol of ruling-power), and 
among these a new horn arises which uproots three of the others, and has a 
“mouth speaking great things.” 
p.81 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
Pre-millennialists offer a third view, providing literal fulfillment: ten actual 
kingdoms will exist simultaneously in the future consummation. 
p. 162 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
Notice also here the same process of deterioration as in the image.  The 
monarchies degenerate from lion to bear, from bear to leopard and then into a 
great nondescript. 
p. 25 
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Berrigan says: 
 
 The fourth beast—what are we to make of it; what does Daniel and his 
dream make of it?  What did he see?  It stops the heart.  It is as though an 
interior censor warned the prophet (warned ourselves): this is too much.  Here, 
draw a blank.  Something unspeakable, something that resembles nothing 
known to creation.  We are told that here his dream symbols fail him and fall 
away.  The beast is simply itself—a beast, a generic horror, predatory, exceeding 
all, forebears, descendants, peers, in quality and scope of malevolence. 
p. 116 
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v. 8 While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, 
a little one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns 
were uprooted before it.  This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and 
a mouth that spoke boastfully. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 8: 
 

 “As I was staring at the horns and trying to figure out what they 
meant, another horn sprouted up, a little horn.  Three of the original 
horns were pulled out to make room for it.  There were human eyes in 
this little horn, and a big mouth speaking arrogantly. 

p. 1595 
 
 
Some of the commentaries TRANSLATE that first phrase: 
 

“while I kept observing” rather than  
 
“WHILE I WAS THINKING ABOUT.” 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
This little horn had an insignificant beginning but in its growth it was able to 
uproot three of the existing horns.  This little horn was noted for its 
intelligence . . . and its blasphemous claims . . . 
p. 1351 
 
 
There are TWO THINGS that are said about this “HORN” in verse 8.  It had: 
 
 1. “EYES LIKE THE EYES OF A MAN” and 
 
 2. “A MOUTH THAT SPOKE BOASTFULLY.” 
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Showers says: 
 

When the interpretation of Daniel’s dream is examined later, it will be 
seen that the little horn (eleventh king) represented the Antichrist—the 
ultimate man of the future who will be the greatest expression of man trying 
to rule the world apart form God. 

It should be noted that the little horn rose up “among” the ten horns 
(v.8).  This indicated that the Antichrist would begin to come to power while 
the ten kings or kingdoms represented by the ten horns would be present on 
earth. 

According to verses seven and eight, the ten horns and the little horn 
rose out of and were part of the fourth beast—the Roman Empire.  This 
indicated that the Roman Empire would experience three stages of history—
first, the beast stage; second, the ten horn or ten kingdom stage; and third, 
the little horn or Antichrist stage. 
pp. 77-78 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 

Daniel predicts that the ruler (little horn) of this coalition (ten horns) 
will be brilliant (eyes like a man) an arrogant (mouth speaking arrogant 
things).  He will conquer three kingdoms (or nations) that will resist him and 
thereby gain firm control over the whole empire.  The picture of this evil, 
future king in these verses concurs with descriptions of him found in other 
Scripture passages . . . He is none other than the most infamous person in all 
of human history—the “Antichrist” . . . 
pp. 202-3 
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Gangel says: 
 

Archer vehemently argues (and I agree) that the toes and horns are 
identical, and all ten also reign contemporaneously.  So the vision stretches 
on into the future of our world well beyond the boundaries of the ancient 
Roman Empire.  Regarding eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth that 
spoke boastfully, he says: 

 
These features seem to imply that this little horn symbolizes an 

arrogant and vain-glorious ruler rather than an entire kingdom. . . .  
This introduces us for the first time to the ruthless world-dictator of 
the last days who is referred to in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 8 as the “the 
man of lawlessness . . .” or “the lawless one . . .” who “exalts himself 
over everything that is God or is worshipped and even sets himself up 
in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God” (2 Thess. 2:4).  It 
should be carefully noted that this little horn emerges from the fourth 
empire, in contrast to the little horn of chapter 8 . . .which arises from 
the third empire (Archer, p. 87). 

p. 190 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
The only correct interpretation must be that since there is no historical 
fulfillment of these things, the time is still future when the Roman Empire 
will reappear.  Then 10 rulers will reign contemporaneously.  Among them 
one will appear who, conquering three others, will eventually dominate the 
entire empire and finally become world dictator.  He will be arrogant and 
boastful but will come to his end at the return of Christ to the earth. 
p. 83 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 

Finally, the little horn was described as having “a mouth uttering 
great boasts,” which clearly betrays its haughty arrogance. 
p. 89 
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Blair says: 
 

At the end of the present age, during the tribulation period, a “little 
horn” will arise, the Antichrist, who will seek to destroy all of the work of 
God.  He will reign for a few brief years only, for the “Ancient of days” will 
come to subdue the forces of evil forever.  At that time Paul’s thrilling 
prophecy of 1 Corinthians 15:24-25 will come to pass: “Then cometh the end, 
when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when 
He shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.  For He must 
reign, till He hath put all the enemies under His feet.”  The course of history 
has always been a series of conflicts and upheavals.  The future will not 
change until Christ comes, and then the will of God will be done on earth 
even as it is in Heaven. 
p. 141 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

The “little horn” will have eyes like the eyes of man.  “Eyes” in the 
Scriptures symbolize intelligence.  He will be a man of unusual wisdom and 
human ability.  There are other characteristics mentioned in this chapter 
that describe this powerful personage, but notice that he will come “speaking 
great things.”  As used here, “great” does not mean notable or praiseworthy, 
but shameful and profane.  He will launch his most venomous attack against 
God, blaspheming His holy Name.  There is no question about the identity of 
the “little horn,” for his attitude toward God positively identifies him as the 
Antichrist.  In many ways he will impersonate Christ and even make 
promises similar to Christ’s.  But all his promises will prove to be lies. 

The “little horn” of this chapter is easily recognized as the beast of 
Revelation, chapters 13 and 17.  Of all the characters who have lived on the 
earth, this man will be the worst.  In his speeches he will go to every extreme 
of blasphemy to achieve his diabolical goals.  Possessed and controlled by 
Satan himself, this ruler will be the personification of evil of the worst sort. 
pp. 142-3 
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Dyer in his book Prophecy in the Light of Today, says: 
 
 Finally, Satan focuses on his political agenda and reaches out to rule 
the world.  Losing his place in heaven made him only more determined to 
succeed on earth.  During the last three-and-one-half years of the Tribulation 
period, Satan, through the Antichrist, rules the world.  Though he knows his 
time is short, he wants to make the most of it.  We read these stunning 
words: “He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer 
them.  And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and 
nation.  All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names 
have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain 
from the creation of the world” . . . 
 By the time the Antichrist appears, the world will be ready to deify a 
leader if he appears to have what it takes to unite the world and bring in an 
era of peace.  It is not enough for Satan to inhabit a man who will claim to be 
God.  The master deceiver will actually try to duplicate the three members of 
the Trinity.  These three personalities will do their best to try to confuse the 
world by pretending to be the true and living God. 
p. 77 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

• When all hell breaks loose, there will be worldwide deception. 
• When all hell breaks loose, there will be worldwide control. 
• When all hell breaks loose, there will be worldwide blasphemy. 

 
A furious devil is in charge—but not for long. 

p. 79 
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Ryrie says: 
 

When this last period of seven years begins, “He will make a firm 
covenant with the many for one week” (v. 27).  Who does the “he” refer to?  
Grammatically it could refer either to Messiah (v. 26) or to “the prince who shall 
come,” who will probably be related to the people who destroyed Jerusalem in 
A.D. 70.  The latter view is better, because usually the antecedent nearer to a 
pronoun is preferred and in this case it is the prince, not Messiah.  Then too 
nothing in the record of Christ’s life in any way connects Him with the making 
(and later breaking) of a seven-year covenant with the Jewish people. 

This man is the “little horn” . . . who heads the coalition of Western 
nations in the Tribulation days.  He is also called the “man of lawlessness” . . .  
and is referred to as the beast . . . At the beginning of the Tribulation he will 
make a covenant, or enter a league, with Israel.  This treaty will align the West 
with the Jewish nation and will guarantee protection to Israel so that she may 
reestablish the ancient rituals of Judaism. 
p. 465 
 
 
 
Sir Robert Anderson says: 
 
The Roman earth shall one day be parcelled out in ten separate kingdoms, 
and out of one of these shall arise that terrible enemy of God and His people, 
whose destruction is to be one of the events of the second advent of Christ. 
p. 40 
 
 
 
Chafer says: 
 
 To Daniel was given the vision of the vision of the course and end of 
the entire Gentile world period extending from the last captivity until the 
setting up of the covenanted kingdom in the earth.  He also sees the final 
form of iniquity as gathered up in the reign of the “Little Horn” . . . 
p. 105 
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David Jeremiah in his book Until I Come, says: 
 
 The third thing Paul said would have to happen is the revelation of 
“the lawless one.”  He writes: “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at 
work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.  
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with 
the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming”  
(2 Thessalonians 2:7-8, emphasis added). 
 Who is this “lawless one”?  It is the Antichrist.  Just this past week a 
man called me at my office and told me he knew the identity of the 
Antichrist.  He wanted to meet with me personally so he could “reveal” the 
identity.  Everybody’s got an idea or theory . . . and I just don’t have time for 
most of them.  Nevertheless, the Bible tells us clearly that before the Day of 
the Lord arrives and the Tribulation sweeps across our world, many in the 
church will turn away from the truth, the rapture of the church will take 
place, and the one called “Antichrist” will be revealed. 
pp. 58-59 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
Our attention is now directed to the ten horns.  Notice that they do not 
represent a fifth kingdom: they grow out of the head of the fourth beast and 
are the last development of the fourth beast.  In the toes of the first vision, 
the vision of the image, they are iron and clay.  Iron is still there—Rome is 
still there, but the clay, the weakness, is here also. 
p. 571 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 

As Daniel was thinking about those ten horns, a little horn “came up 
among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it” . . . This 
horn was unlike any we have ever seen, for it had the eyes of a man and a 
boastful mouth.  You might say he was tooting his own horn.  We’ll learn 
more about him later. 
p. 136-7 
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Dyer says: 
 

The second part of John’s vision is a “beast” that describes both an 
individual and the empire he rules.  He is a man who is given “power and his 
throne and great authority” by Satan (Revelation 13:2).  He exerts military 
control over the earth for forty-two months as everyone else on the earth 
exclaims, “Who is like the beast?  Who can make war against him?” 
(Revelation 13:4-5). 

This beast has “ten horns” and “a mouth to utter proud words” that 
identify him as the fourth Gentile empire described in Daniel’s dream . . . He 
is a world military ruler who comes from the revived Roman, or European, 
empire. 
pp. 192-3 
 
 
 
Swindoll, Walvoord and Pentecost say: 
 
Daniel now is going to carry on the history of that fourth empire and bring it 
to its ultimate conclusion.  Let me point out to you that in Daniel 7:8, Daniel 
introduces us to a political leader who eventually will head up a reunited 
Roman Empire.  And even beyond that, as we shall see, a one-world 
government.  As Daniel looked at these ten emerging kingdoms, there came 
up among them another little horn. 

Now if each of the ten horns represents a king and his kingdom, we 
must conclude the little horn is another king who emerges from among the 
ten.  He’s called little because he had an insignificant beginning.  Nobody 
paid any attention to him; he was inconsequential.  But then he quickly 
gained power over three of the original ten horns.  So you see one beginning 
to emerge as a political figure from insignificance.  Nobody paid any 
attention, but now they begin to take cognizance of him. 

This little horn is the subject of the rest of Daniel’s prophecy from 
Daniel 7:8 to the end. 
pp. 88-89 
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Pentecost says: 
 

Scripture has a great deal to say concerning the individual who will 
appear in the end time as the head of the Gentile powers in their ten kingdom 
federation.  His person and work are presented in Ezekiel . . . Daniel . . .  
2 Thessalonians . . . Revelation 13 . . . A synthesis of the truths in these 
passages will reveal the following facts concerning his activities:  (1) He will 
appear on the scene in the “latter times” of Israel’s history (Dan. 8:23).  (2) He 
will not appear until the Day of the Lord has begun (2 Thess. 2:2).  (3) His 
manifestation is being hindered by the Restrainer (2 Thess. 2:6-7).  (4) This 
appearance will be preceded by a departure (2 Thess. 2:3), which may be 
interpreted either as a departure from the faith or a departure of the saints to 
be with the Lord (2 Thess. 2:1).  (5) He is a Gentile.  Since he arises from the 
sea (Rev. 13:1) and since the sea depicts the Gentile nations (Rev. 17:15), he 
must be of Gentile origin.  (6) He rises from the Roman empire, since he is a 
ruler of the people who destroyed Jerusalem (Dan. 9:26).  (7) He is the head of 
the last form of Gentile world dominion, for he is like a leopard, a bear, and a 
lion . . . As such he is a political leader. 
p. 332 
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“The Treasure of the Sierra Madre”: Prospector Misses What Counts 
 
The Treasure of the Sierra Madre is the story of three down-on-their-luck prospectors 
and their search for gold in Mexico. 
 
At one point in their search, prospectors Fred, Bob, and Howard are joined by a fourth 
man.  No sooner had the new prospector arrived then the four are involved in a 
gunfight with several bandits.  Although the bandits are scared away, the fourth 
prospector is killed.  The other three approach the body, which is propped up against 
a large rock.  They decide to find out who the man was.  [Only the top of the dead 
man’s hat is visible to the audience throughout the scene]  
 
Howard (Walter Huston) bends down and removes the dead man’s wallet and some 
papers. 
 
“His name is James Cody; Dallas, Texas.  There’s a letter from Dallas too.  Must be 
his home,” Howard says, and shows the others a photo of a woman.  One of them 
remarks “Not bad.”  Howard starts reading, and then Bob takes over. 
 

Dear Jim: Your letter just arrived.  It was such a relief to get word after so 
many months of silence.  I realize of course that there aren’t any mailboxes that 
you can drop a letter in out there in the wild.  But that doesn’t keep me from 
worrying about you.  Little Jimmy is fine, but he misses his daddy almost as 
much as I do.  He keeps asking, “When’s Daddy coming home?”  You say if you 
do not make a real find this time, you will never go again.  I cannot begin to tell 
you how my heart rejoices at those words, if you really mean them.  Now I feel 
free to tell you, I’ve never thought that any material treasure, no matter how 
great, is worth the pain of these long separations. 

 
The country is especially lovely this year.  It’s been a perfect spring: warm rains 
and hardly any frost.  The fruit trees are all in bloom.  The upper orchard looks 
aflame, and the lower, like after a snowstorm.  Everybody looks forward to big 
crops.  I do hope that you are back for the harvest.  Of course, I’m hoping that you 
will at last strike it rich.  It is high time for luck to start smiling upon you.  But just 
in case she doesn’t, remember, we’ve already found life’s real treasure.  Forever 
yours, Callie. 

 
Fred (Humphry Bogart) says, “Well, I guess we better dig a hole for him.” 
 
Content: Not rated.  Elapsed Time: From the start of the Warner Brothers logo, 01:10:40 to 01:13:10 
 
Citation: The Treasure of the Sierra Madre (Warner Brothers, 1948); written and directed by 
John Huston, from the novel by B. Traven; submitted by Jerry De Luca, Montreal West, 
Quebec, Canada 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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In these 14 verses: 
 
 DANIEL IS MENTIONED 25 TIMES and 
 

THE LORD IS MENTIONED 17 TIMES  
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v. 9 As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his 
seat.  His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was 
white like wool.  His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were 
all ablaze. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 9: 
 

 “As I was watching all this, 
 
“Thrones were set in place 

and The Old One sat down. 
His robes were white as snow, 

his hair was white like wool. 
His throne was flaming with fire, 

its wheels blazing. 
p. 1595 
 
 
You could say: 
 

“As I kept looking, THRONES WERE SET IN PLACE.” 
 
 
After “THRONES WERE SET IN PLACE, AND THE ANCIENT OF DAYS 
TOOK HIS SEAT,” there are FOUR DESCRIPTIVE STATEMENTS: 
 
 1. “HIS CLOTHING WAS AS WHITE AS SNOW,” 
 
 2. “THE HAIR OF HIS HEAD WAS WHITE LIKE WOOL,” 
 
 3. “HIS THRONE WAS FLAMING WITH FIRE,” and 
 
 4. “ITS WHEELS WERE ALL ABLAZE.” 
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Revelation 1:13-15 
 

and in the middle of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a 
robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His breast with a golden 
girdle.  And His head and His hair were white like white wool, like 
snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire; and His feet were like 
burnished bronze, when it has been caused to glow in a furnace, and 
His voice was like the sound of many waters.  

 
 
Isaiah 57:15 
 

For this is what the high and lofty One says—he who lives forever, 
whose name is holy:  “I live in a high and holy place, but also with him 
who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and 
to revive the heart of the contrite.  

 
 
 
Ezekiel 1:26-28 
 

Above the expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of 
sapphire, and high above on the throne was a figure like that of a man.  
I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like 
glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from there down he looked like 
fire; and brilliant light surrounded him.  Like the appearance of a 
rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him.  
This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.  When 
I saw it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking. 

 
 
Somebody said: 
 

“If you don’t climb the mountain, you can’t see the view.” 
 
 
Here Daniel is being put into a position where he really gets to see the view. 
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It was Corrie Ten Boom who said: 
 
“God knows the future.  God plans the future.  God has told us the future in 
His Word.” 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 9-12 as: 
 
The Ancient of Days (7:9-12) 
p. 1351 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
 In this portion . . . of the vision of Daniel saw thrones of judgment set 
up.  One throne was occupied by the Ancient of Days.  This is the sovereign 
God . . . who exercises control over men and nations.  His white clothing and 
hair speak of His holiness (Rev. 1:14).  Daniel’s description of the glory 
surrounding the One seated on the flaming throne with wheels recalls the 
description of the glory of God which Ezekiel saw . . . 
p. 1351 
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Ron Allen describes this section as: 
 
Here Comes the Judges 
p. 27 
 
 
 
He then says: 
 
 Then comes the end. 
  Then comes the judge. 
   Then comes the kingdom of God. 
 Daniel 2 describes a stone cut without hands that strikes the image of 
human government, smashes it fully, and becomes God’s kingdom . . . This 
kingdom shall never be destroyed.  It is a kingdom established not by man, 
but by God; here is a kingdom established not for evil, but for good. 
 Daniel 7 looks at this great transfer of power from a heavenly 
perspective, describing the new kingdom from above. 
 Daniel’s vision of the most holy God has within it all of the grandeur 
and awesomeness of the vision of the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1-13), and all 
the mystery, symbol, and wonder of the vision of the prophet Ezekiel . . . 
 Daniel saw into highest heaven.  There he saw holy God . . . He saw 
the arrangements of thrones and the seating of the Ancient of Days.  His view 
of God the Father is remarkable.  He speaks of the whiteness of his garment 
and his hair like wool.  His throne was of fire, with burning wheels.  A fiery 
stream flashed out before him, and innumerable angels ministered to him. 
 Books were brought and were opened. 
pp. 27-28 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 

Notice here that more than one throne is to be set up.  The Lord Jesus 
Christ will sit as Judge . . . but the church shall also judge the world and 
angels . . . These events revolving around the fourth beast are preparatory to 
the reign of the saints with Christ in His earthly kingdom, for the solemn 
seat of judgment must be set up before that reign can begin. 
p. 89 
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Feinberg says further: 
 

The “Ancient of Days” was seated for the purpose of passing sentence.  
This term refers to His great age and is a way of expressing the majesty of 
the Judge, the Eternal One . . . His white garment is symbolic of purity and 
honor, thus assuring that His judgment will be just.  His hair “like pure 
wool,” speaks of His having attained an age of mature judgment.  His throne 
was “ablaze with flames.”  Fire is used in Scripture as a symbol of judgment 
and punishment, as well as of the chastening righteousness of God. 
p. 89 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
Abruptly the scene shifts from earth to heaven, from Satan’s prodigy—the 
“little horn”—to the Ancient of Days, and from the arrogant blasphemies of 
Antichrist to the worship of angels before the throne of God! 
p. 83 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

The previous section of the vision has carried us to the end time, the 
Tribulation, to the flowering of Satan’s evil genius.  Now, that we may gain a 
heavenly perspective on these things, we are given a brief glimpse into glory 
to assure us that, after all, God is in control.  The same is true of the 
companion Book of Revelation.  In Revelation 4 and 5 we are transported to 
heaven because we must see that God is on His throne.  He is the center of 
the universe.  He is sovereign—and it is He who will execute judgments on 
evil, judgments that are fully described in the book of Revelation . . . 
pp. 83-84 
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Gangel says: 
 

Born just three years after American patriarchs signed the Declaration 
of Independence, Robert Grant became a member of the Scottish Parliament 
and governor of Bombay.  According to Osbeck, “Throughout his entire life, 
Grant was a devoutly evangelical Christian who strongly supported the 
missionary outreach of his church and endeared himself to the people of India 
by establishing a medical college in Bombay” (Osbeck, p. 275). 

But we remember him most for his outstanding worship hymn, which 
has become a model of the way we think about God.  He repeatedly extols the 
greatness of the Almighty, using descriptive phrases reminiscent of Daniel’s 
encounter with the King of heaven. 

 
O worship the King, all-glorious above 
And gratefully sing His pow’r and His love; 
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

p. 183 
 
 
 
Gangel says further: 
 
Human kingdoms come and go and more often than not demonstrate cruelty 
rather than kindness, injustice rather than justice.  But above all the human 
chaos the Ancient of Days runs his world with power and grace. 
p. 184 
 
 
 
Showers says: 
 

God was called the Ancient of Days, indicating that He has lived 
throughout the entire course of history as an eyewitness of all the deeds of 
human beings and kingdoms.  He is one Judge who does not have to rely 
upon secondhand testimony as the basis for His judgments.  Thus, His 
judgments are accurate. 
p. 78 
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Gaebelein says: 
 
This judgment is not the last judgment at all.  It is a judgment which precedes 
the final judgment by 1,000 years.  This judgment here must be read in 
connection with passages like Matthew [25]:31-46 and Rev. [19]:19-21.  In 
reading the last passage no one can doubt that we have the same judgment 
here revealed to Daniel.  But who is the One who occupies the central place in 
this vision of judgment?  There can be but one answer.  It is our ever blessed 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
p. 25 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
Three major facts stand out in verses 9-14.  First, in verses 9 and 10, Daniel 
has a vision of heaven at the time of final judgment on the nations.  Second, 
in verses 11 and 12, the little horn representing the last ruler of the times of 
the Gentiles is destroyed and with it his empire.  Third, the fifth kingdom, 
the kingdom of the son of man who comes with the clouds of heaven is 
brought in, beginning the everlasting dominion of God.  It is obvious that all 
three factors combine to make clear that this is a summary conclusion which 
is catastrophic in nature and introducing a radical change. 
p. 163 
 
 
 
Longman says: 
 
Verse 9 is an abrupt transition from the scene by the sea to a courtroom.  
From its description, we know this is no ordinary courtroom, but again, the 
vision speaks in images.  Note first of all that we no longer have descriptions 
of animal-like creatures.  The two main characters are described in human-
like terms: “the Ancient of Days” and the “one like a son of man.” 
p. 186 
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Fyall says: 
 
In contrast to the fury and aggression of the previous scene, this one is of 
calmness, light and ultimate sovereignty.  It draws on other passages but has 
woven these references into a beautiful poem which becomes the model for 
similar passages, especially in the book of Revelation. 
p. 101 
 
 
 
Stortz says: 
 
 During the rule of Rome, the kingdom of God would come to earth in 
the person of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.  The rock smashed those four 
kingdoms.  Not immediately, but in time God will destroy all the kingdoms of 
the earth, and his kingdom alone will remain.  The kingdom of God would 
expand according to Daniel 2:35 until it became a huge mountain that would 
fill the whole earth.  As we know, that has taken almost two thousand years, 
and it is still growing worldwide.  Matthew 24:14 says, “This gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in the whole world . . . and then the end will come.”  
Daniel 2 introduces the time when the kingdom of God would be inaugurated 
on the earth. 
p. 107 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 

The vision then shifted from the four beasts emerging from the great 
sea to a scene in heaven.  Daniel saw one described as “the Ancient of Days” 
(v. 9).  The clothing and hair of the one he saw was white and His throne 
“was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze” (v. 9).  Further, as he 
looked at the scene “A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before Him.  
Thousands upon thousands attended Him; ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before Him.  The court was seated, and the books were opened” . . . 
p. 230 
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Chafer says: 
 
 Daniel sees the entire period of the “times of the Gentiles” extending 
from the captivity, through 483 years to the cross, and on beyond to the 
dateless coming of the “Ancient of Days” and the setting up of a kingdom by 
the God of Heaven which shall never be destroyed.  “It shall break in pieces 
and consume all other kingdoms and it shall stand for ever” . . . 
p. 109 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 

The scene shifts to heaven, and the throne of God is revealed.  This is 
the same scene described in chapters 4 and 5 of the Book of Revelation.  It is 
the preparation for the judgment of the Great Tribulation and the second 
coming of Christ to the earth. 

“I beheld till the thrones were cast down [placed]” corresponds to 
Revelation 4:4.  While in Revelation John gives the number of the elders and 
other details, Daniel is not concerned with such since his subject does not 
include the church and its future. 

“The Ancient of days” is the eternal God.   
“Whose garment was white as snow” refers to His attributes of holiness 

and righteousness. 
“The hair of his head like the pure wool” speaks of His infinite wisdom. 
“His throne was like the fiery flame” speaks of judgment . . . 
“His wheels as burning fire” speaks of the resistless energy and 

restless power of God . . . 
p. 572 
 
 
 
Jeremiah says: 
 

In Daniel’s bestial dream it seems to come to an end with the fourth 
beast that had ten horns and crushed and devoured its victims.  Since there 
is no evidence that there was a ten-part Roman Empire, we can conclude that 
we have reached this time gap, the valley we couldn’t see before.  This is the 
last phase, which describes the events that are going to take place when the 
Lord comes back the second time. 

This next part of Daniel’s dream is removed from the first part by more 
than two thousand years.  We have jumped to the top part of the screen and 
are going to visit the throne room of heaven. 
p. 139 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#13-Daniel 7_1-14.doc 

80 

Jeremiah says further: 
 

This is the only place in the Bible where the Ancient of Days is 
mentioned!  It is also the only verse that pictures God in human form, 
although artists throughout the ages have put their impressions on canvas.  
Perhaps this description is the one Michelangelo used to paint God on the 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.  God is not human; He is a Spirit.  But Daniel is 
visualizing God as literally “the elderly One,” or “the One who has been 
around forever.”  As he looks at Him he sees Him in His holiness, eternity, 
and glory; almost all of the major attributes of God the Father are pictured in 
the scene that Daniel sees when he looks into heaven. 

God is eternal, the Ancient of Days, the source of time.  Psalm 90:2 
says, “Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the 
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.” 

His clothing was white as snow, the picture of absolute purity.  As He 
sits on His throne, it is with majesty, the sovereign judge of the universe, 
undergirded with fiery wheels which allow Him to bring judgment anywhere 
in the universe.  The “river of fire” depicts God’s presence, which is described 
in many other passages.  “Fire goes out before him and consumes his foes on 
every  side” (Ps. 97:3). 
p. 140-41 
 
 
 

A CLEAN WASH—A CLEANER SOUL 
 
One day when F. B. Meyer was calling on his parishioners, he stopped at the 
home of a woman who took in washing to make a living.  He arrived just as 
she finished hanging a number of sheets on the clothesline in her backyard.  
Impressed by their whiteness, he congratulated her on the excellent work she 
had done.  “I have never seen such an absolutely spotless wash!” he 
exclaimed.  She accepted her pastor’s kind words and invited him in for a cup 
of tea.  Says Meyer, “As we sat and talked, drinking our steaming beverage, 
the sky clouded over and large flakes of snow began to fall.  When I left the 
house, a blanket of sparkling crystals covered the trees, bushes, and yard. 
Thoughtlessly I commented to the lady, ‘Your sheets don’t look quite as clean 
as they did before.’  ‘Ah,’ she said, ‘the washing is still the same, but what can 
stand against the Almighty’s purity?’“ 
 
(From InfoSearch 5.1) 
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MARCHING OFF THE MAP 
 

Life is what happens to us while we are making other plans.  Our lives are 
subject to detours and corrections that we never expected or imagined.  

Abraham and Sarah could testify to that.  They were planning for 
retirement when life “happened” to them.  God adjusted their agenda.  He 
told Abraham, “Get out of your country, from your family and from your 
father’s house, to a land that I will show you” (Genesis 12:1).  So this old 
couple packed up the tent and headed out to only God knew where.  

When Alexander the Great had completed his conquest of Persia, he 
headed east.  Author Halford Luccock said the general “marched off his 
maps.”  

That happened to Sarah and Abraham.  God gave them marching 
orders without a map.  They needed only enough faith to begin the journey, 
and they headed out to unknown territories and unimagined adventures.  
God never told them He would turn them “every which way but loose” before 
fulfilling His promise of a son who would become a great nation.  

Make your plans.  But write them on paper, not in concrete.  God and 
life have a way of intruding and leading you on a journey that you might not 
have anticipated in your wildest dreams. —Haddon Robinson  

Many things about tomorrow 
I don’t seem to understand; 

But I know who holds tomorrow 
And I know who holds my hand. —Stanphill 

© 1950 Singspiration Music, Inc. 
A man’s heart plans his way,  

but the Lord directs his steps. —Proverbs 16:9 
 
(From Our Daily Bread, Friday, November 5, 2004) 
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(Come Thirsty: No Heart Too Dry for His Touch by Max Lucado) Nashville, 
TN: W Publishing Group, a Division of Thomas Nelson, Inc. Copyright 
– Max Lucado, 2004.  

 
Margaret Clarkson, in her wonderfully titled book Grace Grows Best in 
Winter, wrote: 
 

The sovereignty of God is the one impregnable rock to which the 
suffering human heart must cling.  The circumstances surrounding our 
lives are no accident:  they may be the work of evil, but that evil is held 
firmly within the mighty hand of our sovereign God. . . . All evil is 
subject to Him, and evil cannot touch His children unless He permits 
it.  God is the Lord of human history and the personal history of every 
member of his redeemed family.2 

 
2. Margaret Clarkson, Grace Grows Best in Winter:  Help for Those Who Must Suffer 

(Grand Rapids:  W.B. Eerdmans, 1984), 40-41. 
p. 97 
 
 
 
(God: As He Longs For You To See Him by Chip Ingram) Grand Rapids, MI: 

Baker Books. Copyright – Chip Ingram, 2004.  
 

Because God is sovereign, he is without equal:  the King of kings, the 
Lord of lords, without limitation in any way.  He is the only absolutely free 
being in the universe.  I love A.W. Tozer’s explanation of sovereignty in his 
book The Knowledge of the Holy: 
 

God’s sovereignty is the attribute by which He rules His entire creation, 
and to be sovereign God must be all-knowing, all-powerful, and absolutely 
free.  The reasons are these: 

Were there even one datum of knowledge, however small, unknown  
to God, His rule would break down at that point.  To be Lord over all creation, 
He must possess all knowledge.  And were God lacking one infinitesimal 
modicum of power, that lack would end His reign and  
undo His kingdom; that one stray atom of power would belong to someone else 
and God would be a limited ruler and hence not sovereign. 

Furthermore, His sovereignty requires that He be absolutely free,  
which means simply that He must be free to do whatever He wills to do 
anywhere at any time to carry out His eternal purpose in every single detail 
without interference.  Were He less than free, he must be less than sovereign.1 

 
1.  Tozer, Knowledge of the Holy, 108, emphasis added. 
pp. 82-83 
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(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of God by David 
Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2002.  

 
At the center of Joseph’s life was the sovereignty of God.  Everything 

that happened was for His purposes and part of His program.  Even the 
darkest threads in the weave help to provide the overall beauty of the 
tapestry. 
p. 156 
 
 
 
(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom) Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell. 

Copyright – Corrie ten Boom, 1977, 2003.  
 
Jesus did not promise to change the circumstances around us.  He promised 
great peace and pure joy to those who would learn to believe that God 
actually controls all things. 
p. 95 
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v. 10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him.  Thousands 
upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before him.  The court was seated, and the books were opened. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 10: 
 

A river of fire 
poured out of the throne. 

Thousands upon thousands served him, 
tens of thousands attended him. 

The courtroom was called to order, 
and the books were opened. 

pp. 1595-6 
 
 
What an AWESOME DISPLAY WE HAVE OF GOD’S GLORY AND HIS 
GREATNESS in these two verses. 
 
 
There are SEVEN THINGS that are said about this vision of the “Ancient of 
Days”: 
 
 1. “His clothing was as white as snow,” 
 
 2. “the hair of his head was white like wool,” 
 
 3. “His throne was flaming with fire,” 
 
 4. “its wheels were all ablaze,” 
 
 5. “A RIVER OF FIRE WAS FLOWING, COMING OUT FROM  

BEFORE HIM,”  
 
 6. “THOUSANDS UPON THOUSANDS ATTENDED HIM,” and 
 
 7. “TEN THOUSAND TIMES TEN THOUSAND STOOD BEFORE  

HIM.” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The thousands who surrounded the throne were God’s servants, angels who 
execute His will.  When Daniel saw God the Judge take His seat, the court  
. . . was convened, and the books were opened. . . . Daniel’s name means “God 
has judged” or “God is my Judge” . . . Here Daniel saw God as the world’s 
Judge.) . . . the opening of books refers to a review and judging of one’s 
stewardship.  Thus God, who assigns power to kingdoms, will judge those 
kingdoms. 
p. 1351 
 
 
We have a SIMILAR SCENE described for us in: 
 
Revelation 20:11, 12 
 

And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose 
presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  
And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is 
the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were 
written in the books, according to their deeds. 

 
 
The scene here is similar to that which is described in: 
 
Revelation 5:11-14 
 

And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was 
myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud 
voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches 
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.”  And every 
created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth 
and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, “To Him who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory 
and dominion forever and ever.”  And the four living creatures kept 
saying, “Amen.”  And the elders fell down and worshiped.  
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Showers observes: 
 

As the judgment session began, books were opened.  The Scriptures 
indicate that God keeps records of human deeds (Rev. 20:12).  Since verses 
eleven and twelve declared that it was the little horn and the four beasts 
which were to be judged, it would appear that the books in Daniel’s dream 
contained the deeds of the Antichrist and the four great Gentile world 
kingdoms.  These would receive the exact judgment they deserved. 
p. 79 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 

The scenes and personages of Daniel’s vision are graphically portrayed.  
First there is the awesome vision of the Ancient of Days, no doubt God the 
Father.  This, says one writer, is the only verse in all the Bible in which God 
the Father is depicted in human form (v. 9).  His holiness, eternity, and glory 
are symbolically described.  Before Him innumerable saints and angels 
minister and worship while books are opened and a judgment is set (v. 10). 
p. 84 
 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 
The Judge is the Ancient of days himself, God the Father.  He is called the 
Ancient of days, because he is God from everlasting to everlasting.  The glory 
of the Judge is set forth by his garment, white as snow, denoting his 
splendour and purity; and the hair of his head as the pure wool, white and 
venerable.  The throne is like the fiery flame, dreadful to the wicked.  The 
wheels thereof are as burning fire, to devour the adversaries.  This is 
enlarged upon, v. 10.  The attendants are numerous.  The Shechinah is 
always attended with angels; it is so here (v. 10):  Thousand thousands 
minister to him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stand before him.  The 
Judgment is set, publicly, and the books are opened. 
p. 1094 
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J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
This is not the Great White Throne judgment which occurs after the 
Millennium, but is the setting for the judgment of the Great Tribulation and 
the return of Christ to establish His millennial kingdom here upon earth . . . 
p.572 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 

In Daniel’s dream, God is about to open the books and judge the 
nations of the world.  He is going to read their activity, their blasphemy, and 
their idolatry.  He is going to bring Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome 
before the almighty tribunal and judge them guilty. 
p. 141 
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v. 11 Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was 
speaking.  I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body 
destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 11: 
 

 “I kept watching.  The little horn was speaking arrogantly.  
Then, as I watched, the monster was killed and its body cremated in a 
roaring fire. 

p. 1596 
 
 
Daniel says at the beginning of verse 11, “Then I kept looking, I kept 
watching.  And the REASON I did that is”: 
 

“BECAUSE OF THE BOASTFUL WORDS THE HORN WAS 
SPEAKING.” 

 
 
“I KEPT LOOKING UNTIL” THREE THINGS happened: 
 
 1. “THE BEAST WAS SLAIN,” 
 
 2. “ITS BODY DESTROYED,” and 
 
 3. “[IT WAS] THROWN INTO THE BLAZING FIRE.” 
 
 
Zechariah 1:18, 19 
 

Then I looked up—and there before me were four horns!  I asked the 
angel who was speaking to me, “What are these?”  He answered me, 
“These are the horns that scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem.”  

 
 
We gather from this passage that this “HORN” REPRESENTS: 
 
 POWER, 
 
 AUTHORITY, and 
 
 KINGDOMS. 
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We will have more of this as we get into further interpretation of this vision 
in the latter part of Daniel 7. 
 
 
“THROWN INTO THE BLAZING FIRE” reminds us of: 
 
Revelation 20:10 
 

And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they 
will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:8, 9 (KJV) 
 

In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power; 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 As Daniel was watching the little horn because of its boasting . . . he 
saw that the fourth beast was slain and consigned to blazing fire.  This event 
will terminate “the times of the Gentiles” . . . 
p. 1351 
 
 
 
Ron Allen says: 
 
 And all the while, on earth below, an arrogant, boastful beast was 
speaking.  But then the beast was slain and delivered to the fire. 
p. 28 
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Campbell says: 
 

Next the scene shifts to the one who is to be judged, the beast, or 
Antichrist.  His body is to be “given to the burning flame,” an obvious parallel 
to the prophecy (Rev. 19:20) which describes the beast being cast into the 
lake of fire. 
p. 84 
 
 
Revelation 19:20 
 

And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who 
performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who 
had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; 
these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with 
brimstone.  

 
 
This is the DRAMATIC CONCLUSION to the BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON. 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
Because of the diabolical ways and the blasphemous boasting of the little 
horn, the judgment that is pronounced against him in heaven will be 
executed on earth.  The destruction of the beast’s body can only mean that 
the empire he represents will be destroyed.  The burning of his body is in 
keeping with the doctrine of God’s final retribution, from which there is no 
escape: 

And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who 
performed the signs in his presence . . . these two were thrown alive 
into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone [Rev. 19:20]. 

p. 90 
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Blair says: 
 

The little horn’s authority will be short-lived, for, as we see from this 
same chapter of Daniel, “the Ancient of days” will come and subdue the power 
of the “little horn.”  The little horn’s effort to control the earth will be sinful 
man’s final attempt to resist the Almighty, for at the end of the three and a 
half years of terrible tribulation Christ will come to reign as King of kings 
and Lord of lords.  There will be many who will quickly and willingly rally to 
the side of the “little horn,” hoping that he will provide deliverance.  But how 
sorrowful they will be when they discover that the “little horn” will be 
powerless and helpless before the Son of God.  Instead of finding refuge, they 
will be outcasts from God. 
p. 146 
 
 
 
Ad in newspaper:  
 

ARMAGEDDON—THE EARTH’S LAST WAR—HOW AND WHERE 
IT WILL BE FOUGHT—At the First Baptist Church 

 
(From InfoSearch 5.1) 
 
 
 

Firefighter Red Adair on Hell 
 
Paul “Red” Adair was the oil field firefighter first made famous by a 1968 
John Wayne movie The Hellfighters.  After the first Gulf War, he led the 
effort to cap the Kuwaiti oil wells set ablaze by Iraq.  Adair was a brash, 
fearless fighter.  He joked in 1991 that it would be no different after he died.  
“I’ve done made a deal with the devil,” he said.  “He said he’s going to give me 
an air-conditioned place when I go down there, if I go there, so I won’t put all 
the fires out.”  
 
Adair died at age 89 on August 7, 2004.  The devil, he may have discovered by 
now, is a liar. 
 

Citation: Lee Eclov, Vernon Hills, Illinois; source: Obituaries, Chicago Tribune (8-10-04) 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(A Savior Worth Having by E. V. Hill) Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright – 
E. V. Hill, 2002.  

 
Hell and heaven are not entrées, like in a cafeteria, in which you can 

take a look at and decide whether you want this one or that.  Heaven and hell 
are true and real.  You must be saved to escape hell and enter heaven.  Hell 
is a place, a real place.  It is logical that God who is a God of fairness would 
prepare a place for those who do not wish to be with Him in heaven.  
Therefore He has made it so that anyone who willfully and knowingly, 
eternally wishes not to live with God will get to live apart from Him in hell.  
God, in His infinite fairness, has prepared this alternative. 
 
NO AIR CONDITIONING IN HELL 
 

I’ve often preached that you can go to hell.  But would that I had 
strength and power sufficient to convince every man and woman to consider 
the alternative as it is, not as the worshipers of hell and the devil have 
glamorized.  So don’t get carried away with all those barbershop and beauty 
shop discussions.  Don’t get so loose with the Scriptures that you begin to say, 
“Well, I don’t know, and I don’t care.” 

There are those of you who would not dare to live in a rooming house; 
you would think it awful if you only had money enough to rent a single room.  
There are those of you who have  a master bedroom, and nobody living in that 
house but you and your family.  Many of you have a family room and a den 
and all the other conveniences.  If it would take all of that for you to be happy 
on this earth, you’d better not go to hell. 

And now I want to remind you that you ought to consider going to hell 
as a bad alternative.  There is no air-conditioning in hell.  After the 
temperature has soared beyond 300 degrees for one thousand years there’ll 
still be no letup in sight.  So if heat bothers you, you’d better not go to hell.  
Because this Bible says it’s a place of unthinkable heat.  The heat there will 
never diminish. 
pp. 74-75 
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Exploding Whale Makes a Mess 
 
Sometimes we get walloped with the messiness of life when we least expect it.  
Take what happened in Tainan, Taiwan.  On January 17, 2004, a 66-ton 
sperm whale died and was beached on the southwestern coast of that island.  
Two weeks later, on January 29, authorities decided to truck the dead whale 
to a laboratory where they could do an autopsy.  So they loaded this 56-foot 
behemoth on a flatbed truck and were hauling it through the streets of 
Tainan, when the whale exploded.  Yes, exploded.  It had been decomposing, 
of course, and all those internal gasses reached a breaking point.  As the 
truck was making its way down a busy street, all of a sudden the whale 
exploded, showering nearby cars and shops with blood and organs and 
stopping traffic for hours. 
 
Isn’t that just like life sometimes?  You’re going about your business, and the 
whale explodes.  Job had something like that in mind when he said, “Man is 
born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward.” (Job 5:7). 
 

Citation: Lee Eclov, Vernon Hills, Illinois; source: “Thar She Blows!” AOL News (1-29-04) 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(Unveiling the End Times in Our Time by Adrian Rogers) Nashville, TN: 

Broadman & Holman. Copyright – Adrian Rogers, 2004.  
 

A friend and great Bible teacher, John Philips, says that Jesus will 
speak two words at the battle of Armageddon, and it will all be over.  Jesus 
will look across the plains and say, “Drop dead!”  Jesus is the revenging 
Christ with unspoiled victory. 
p. 34 
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Near-Death Experiences and Hell 
 
I came across a book written by a cardiologist at the University of Tennessee 
that corroborates an important aspect of the biblical message.  In the course 
of their emergency room work, Dr. Maurice Rawlings and his colleagues 
interviewed more than 300 people who claimed near-death experiences.  
What made Rawlings’ study distinct is that the interviews were not 
conducted months or years later but immediately after the experiences had 
allegedly occurred—while the patients were still too shaken up in the 
immediacy of the moment to gloss over or to re-imagine what they had 
experienced.  
 
Nearly 50 percent of them reported encountering images of fire, of tormented 
and tormenting creatures, and other sights hailing from a place very different 
from heaven.  In follow-up interviews much later many of these same people 
had changed their stories, apparently unwilling to admit to their families, 
maybe even to themselves, that they had caught a glimpse of something like 
what the Bible calls hell.  
 
Dr. Rawlings concludes, “Just listening to these patients has changed my life.  
There is a life after death, and if I don’t know where I’m going, it is not safe 
to die.” 
 

Citation: Daniel Meyer, “The Light at the End of the Tunnel,” Preaching Today No. 238 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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v. 12 (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed 
to live for a period of time.) 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 12: 
 

The other animals lived on for a limited time, but they didn’t really do 
anything, had no power to rule. 

p. 1596 
 
 
Here, in verse 12, the scene shifts to the “OTHER BEASTS” and TWO THINGS  
are said of them: 
 
 1. “[THEY] HAD BEEN STRIPPED OF THEIR AUTHORITY” and 
 
 2. “[THEY] WERE ALLOWED TO LIVE FOR A PERIOD OF  

TIME.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The kingdoms represented by the three preceding beasts had already been 
stripped of their power by military conquest.  But the fourth beast will be 
relieved of its power not by being conquered militarily, but by divine 
judgment . . . Each of the three, however, had been allowed to live for a short 
time.  This may mean that the cultures of each of the first three conquered 
empires were assimilated into the conquering nations. 
p. 1351 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 

All of the beasts had been stripped of their authority, but each was 
allowed to live for a period of time.  Some suggest this phrase means that 
each lived out its God-ordained time.  Certainly another possibility is that 
each lived on into the next in the way that Greek culture continued 
throughout the Roman era.  In any case, they are finished when the Ancient 
of Days gets through with them. 
p. 191 
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Miller says: 
 

The other beasts, namely, the first three empires, had their authority 
taken away but were allowed to continue (lit., “length of life was given to 
them”) “for a period of time.”  How could these beasts lose their authority and 
still exist?  The explanation is that their dominance ceased, but they 
continued to live because they were absorbed into the next empire.  For 
example, Greece was conquered by Rome; and although Greek dominance 
came to an end, the nation continued to live by being absorbed into another 
one of the earthly kingdoms, the Roman Empire.  But the fourth empire will 
be completely destroyed and replaced by a totally new world order, the 
kingdom of God.  In chap. 2 the continued existence of the defeated kingdoms 
is paralleled in that the statue die not collapse until its lowest part, the iron 
and clay feet and toes (representing the final phase of the last empire), was 
struck by the stone. 
p. 206 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
. . . “In His eternal decree God has fixed a limit to every kingdom; beyond this it 
cannot go, and the Divine providence exerts a special agency to this end . . .” 
p. 169 
 
 
 
Haskell says: 
 
 The angel had said to Daniel, “As concerning the rest of the beasts, they 
had their dominion taken away; yet their lives were prolonged.”  Each one, before 
being destroyed, was merged into the succeeding one.  The same truth was 
represented in chapter four when the tree representing Babylon was cut down, but 
the roots remained in the ground.  The roots represented the foundation principles 
upon which Babylon was built, and they have remained in the earth ever since.  
When Medo-Persia fell, she left her principles of government, education, and 
religion still alive, transmitting them to her posterity, the nations of earth.  
Greece did likewise, and with each succeeding empire, those foundation principles 
which were so clearly portrayed in Babylon, which were placed there by the prince 
of the power of the air, instead of appearing in a weakened state, sprung into life 
with renewed vigor.  So it was that when the fourth kingdom appeared, those 
principles of government which were the counterfeit of heaven’s underlying 
principles were so strong that no natural beast could symbolize even pagan Rome. 
p. 93 
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v. 13 In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of 
man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  He approached the Ancient of 
Days and was led into his presence. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 13: 
 

My dream continued. 
 
“I saw a human form, a son of man, 

arriving in a whirl of clouds. 
He came to The Old One 

and was presented to him. 
p. 1596 
 
 
Daniel says: 
 

“IN MY VISION AT NIGHT [I kept looking], AND THERE BEFORE 
ME WAS ONE LIKE A SON OF MAN.” 

 
 
THREE THINGS are said about him: 
 
 1. “COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN,” 
 
 2. “HE APPROACHED THE ANCIENT OF DAYS,” and 
 
 3. “WAS LED INTO HIS PRESENCE.” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these final verses: 
 
The Son of Man (7:13-14) 
p. 1351 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
 In the third major portion of this vision Daniel saw the Son of Man 
approaching the Ancient of Days.  Jesus Christ, taking the title “Son of Man” 
from this prophecy, frequently used it to refer to Himself . . . When the Son of 
Man was brought into the presence of the Ancient of Days, all the authority, 
glory, and sovereign power that had been exercised by rulers in the four 
kingdoms over all peoples, nations, and men of every language . . . was 
conferred on Him and those peoples worshiped Him.  This is in keeping with 
the Father’s promise to the Son in Psalm 2:6-9, and will be fulfilled at 
Christ’s Second Advent . . . 
p. 1351 
 
 
Psalm 2:6-9 
 

“I have installed my King 
on Zion, my holy hill.” 

I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: 
He said to me, “You are my Son; 

today I have become your Father. 
Ask of me, 

and I will make the nations your inheritance, 
the ends of the earth your possession. 

You will rule them with an iron scepter; 
you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 

 
 
Well, we said earlier: 
 

“If you don’t climb the mountain, you can’t see the view.” 
 
 
Once again Daniel is getting the BIG VIEW just like he did back in verse 9.  
Now in these closing verses, he sees the culmination of the ages in the coming 
eternal kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Revelation 19:11 
 

And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who sat 
upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He judges and 
wages war.  

 
 
Matthew 24:30 
 

and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 
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Ron Allen says: 
 
 Who was the slayer?  Who the victor? 
 Daniel says he saw him coming: 
 

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a 
son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  He approached the 
Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  He was given 
authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men 
of every language worshiped him.  His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will 
never be destroyed (Daniel 7:13-14). 

 
Son of Man/Son of God 
 Who then is the Son of Man?  He is the victor over the beast at the end 
of time.  He is the one who comes to the Ancient of Days to receive the 
kingdom of God and the praise of all his people.  He is King of kings and Lord 
of lords.  He is the Promised One of the ages. 
 When Jesus used this term concerning himself, it was a bold claim on 
his part to be the Promised One of the ages, the one who would be the final 
deliverer from all human pain and suffering.  The phrase speaks of the 
heavenly court, of the victory of the ages, of eternal glory. 
 The term also suggests the mystery of the Incarnation.  From our 
perspective, the amazing thing about Y’shua of Nazareth is that he, a man, 
was truly God.  Perhaps we may say that from the perspective of deity, the 
amazing thing was that he, truly God, was now truly man. 
 That is, the phrase the Son of Man speaks of the final battle and the 
coming of God’s kingdom.  It declares as well the identification of Y’shua with 
mankind.  For he who was of old became flesh; very God became very man.  
He who has lived forever became born of a woman, a descendant of Adam. 
 Hence, when Jesus identified himself as “the Son of Man” to 
Nicodemus, he was making stunning claims for himself—claims worthy of 
Nicodemus’s early assessment that he was truly a man from God (John 3:2). 
pp. 28-29 
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Feinberg says: 
 

When the “Son of Man” comes to the Ancient of Days, it is to be 
invested with the authority of the kingdom (Psalm 110:1-2).  Ever since His 
death on Calvary, the kingdom has been Christ’s by title and by actual 
exercise.  At His second coming, He will actually, visibly administer this 
kingdom.  That will be the hour of reckoning—when he will deal with those 
who have been delegated some power over this kingdom during the times of 
the Gentiles, but who have misused it for their own glory.  You may be sure 
that the rightful King will not allow His commitment to be mismanaged 
endlessly; He will call the responsible parties to account. 
p. 91 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 

Finally, the scene turns to the One who will carry out the sentence of 
judgment—“one like the Son of Man.”  This can be none other than the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, who often referred to Himself as the Son 
of Man and who described His second coming in the language of this verse 
(Matt. 24:30; 26:64).  In fact, Caiaphas, the Jewish high priest, seemed to 
make the connection between Jesus’ claims and this prophecy of Daniel and 
reasoned that Jesus was thus claiming the prerogatives of deity and was 
guilty of blasphemy. 

In this vision Daniel saw the Son of Man approaching the Ancient of 
Days (v. 13).  Why does He do this?  It is recorded that the Father had said to 
the Son, “Ask of Me and I shall give Thee the [nations] for Thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost part of the earth for Thy possession” (Ps. 2:8).  Now, as the 
Son anticipates His return to earth, He says “Father, give Me My 
inheritance!”  And the inheritance is granted—“And there was given Him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom” (v. 14).  The Son will come to judge His 
foes, claim His inheritance, and reign forever . . . 
p. 84 
 
 
Revelation 11:15 
 

And the seventh angel sounded; and there arose loud voices in heaven, 
saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord, and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.”  
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J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
Jesus referred to this passage when He was put on oath at His trial before 
the Sanhedrin: “. . . Again the high priest asked him, and said unto him, Art 
thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?  And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall 
see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven” (Mark 14:61-62).  The angel prophesied at the time of His 
birth:  “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David” (Luke 1:32). 

Therefore what we have here is a very clear-cut statement that the 
Lord Jesus is that “stone cut out without hands” which smites the image— 
He will establish His kingdom here upon earth. 
p. 573 
 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 
The Messiah is here called the Son of man—one like unto the Son of man; for 
he was made in the likeness of sinful flesh, was found in fashion as a man.   
I saw one like unto the Son of man.  Our Saviour seems plainly to refer to 
this vision when he says (John v. [5] 27) that the Father has therefore given 
him authority to execute judgment because he is the Son of man. 
p. 1094 
 
 
 
Boice says: 
 
 The kingdom of Jesus Christ will triumph over the kingdoms of this 
world and will endure forever.  This idea was present in the vision of the 
statue given to Nebuchadnezzar, for in that vision a rock not made with 
human hands struck the statue and destroyed it, after which it grew to be a 
large mountain that filled the earth.  But there is a new element here, and 
that is the personal rule of God’s Anointed, described as being “like a son of 
man.” 
p. 79 
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Boice continues: 
 
 In the midst of the seventh chapter of Daniel, which records Daniel’s 
vision of the four beasts representing four successive human governments, 
there are two verses that I find fascinating.  They are a record of a vision 
Daniel had of the Lord Jesus Christ, and they are fascinating because they 
are unique in the Old Testament.  The verses before these show how the 
kingdoms of the world will be judged.  But at the peak of the vision, at the 
very point at which we might expect the rule of God the Father himself to be 
affirmed, we read, “I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, 
coming with the clouds of heaven.  He approached the Ancient of Days and 
was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; 
all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him.  His dominion 
is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one 
that will never be destroyed” . . . 
 This is an unusual and fascinating passage because it presents a vision 
of Jesus that is not found elsewhere in the Old Testament. 
p. 81 
 
 
 
He says finally: 
 
 To my mind, the most interesting thing of all is the way Jesus referred 
to Daniel 7:13-14 in his teachings and applied the title “Son of Man” to himself.  
There are many titles for Jesus in the New Testament.  He is the “Lord,” 
“Christ” (Messiah), the “Good Shepherd,” the “bridegroom.”  He is “the Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end.”  He is “the first and the last.”  Many 
titles of God the Father are given to him.  He is the great “I am.”  But Jesus 
never used these titles for himself.  Others gave them to him.  He did not even 
use the word “Messiah,” except on one occasion when he was speaking to the 
Samaritan woman . . . The only biblical title that Jesus did use, and that 
almost exclusively, was the title “Son of Man,” which he got from Daniel.  It is 
used sixty-nine times in the Synoptics and twelve times in John. 
p.84 
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Lucas says: 
 
 In vv. 13b-14 it becomes clear that this vision is of an investiture.  The 
‘one like a human being’ is presented to the Ancient One.  Unlike the beasts, he 
is not stripped of power or destroyed, but is given a dominion that is universal 
and everlasting.  The phrase ‘people of every race, nation and language’ has been 
used before of the rule claimed by Nebuchadnezzar . . . and Darius . . . but only 
God’s rule is said to be everlasting . . . This fact brings out clearly the parallel 
with the dream in ch. 2.  The investiture of the ‘one like a son of man’ after the 
sequence of four earthly kingdoms is the equivalent of the ‘stone cut by no 
human hand’ to destroy the four kingdoms in the dream.  In both cases, what is 
being symbolized is the establishing of God’s rule in a new and direct form. 
p. 185 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 

This is the climax of the visions of the night.  The goal of all history is 
presented.  This is the victory of the kingdom of the Christ over all other 
kingdoms that aspire to universal rule.  A figure emerges.  Surprisingly little 
is said, about this figure.  No glorious and resplendent personality is 
described in glowing colors.  There is no dramatizing in an effort to produce 
an effect upon our minds.  But the essential truth stands out all the more 
clearly as a result in this sober account. 
p. 308 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
Son of man . . . Not merely Son of David, and King of Israel, but Head of 
restored humanity (corresponding to the world-wide horizon of Daniel’s 
prophecy); the seed of the woman, crushing Antichrist, the seed of the 
serpent, according to the Protevangel in Paradise . . . 
p. 748 
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(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by E. V. Hill) 
Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers. Copyright – E. V. Hill, 2003.  

 
One of the most exciting times to be a Christian is on one of those rare 

days when God is acting like we think God ought to act. 
The assumption on the part of man is that he knows enough to instruct 

God.  I’ve heard people say, “Well, pastor, I prayed.  I told God, and He didn’t 
do it.  I don’t know what’s wrong with God.”  The terrible assumption is that 
we believe our prayers are perfect plans; if we could just get God to do what 
we tell Him, the way we tell Him, everything would be perfect.  What we 
don’t understand is that God doesn’t see it the way we see it. 
p. 41 
 
 
 
(The Mystery of God’s Will by Charles R. Swindoll) Nashville, TN: Word. 

Copyright – Charles R. Swindoll, Inc., 1999.  
 

God is full of surprises.  Mere superficial pressures never determine life’s 
outcome . . . If you are intimately linked with the living God of the universe, 

you don’t need to worry about what the crowd is doing—or even what the 
king is doing.  The same God who created the world is able to carry you 

through and to work out every situation of your life, no matter how 
impossible it may seem. 

 
—RAY STEDMAN, Adventuring Through the Bible 

p. 171 
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Sun Myung Moon Crowned Messiah 
 
While members of Congress looked on, Rev. Sun Myung Moon declared 
himself the Messiah.  In a ceremony that took place in Washington’s Dirksen 
office building on March 23, 2004, Moon wore what appeared to be a white 
silk stole and a red velvet robe for the coronation. 
 
The senators and Congressional members present had been invited to attend 
what was called a “peace awards banquet.”  Those who attended did so to 
witness the honoring of a constituent.  Some lawmakers said they left prior to 
the ceremony and were unaware it had taken place.  Others who stayed were 
uncertain as to its meaning. 
 
The 83-year-old Moon is the founder and leader of the Unification Church.  
Moon also owns the Washington Times newspaper and the United Press 
International wire service. 
 
The ceremony included the placement of ornamental golden crowns upon the 
heads of Moon and his wife, Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon.  The New York Times 
summarized Moon’s speech after being crowned.  “Emperors, kings and 
presidents had declared to all heaven and earth that Reverend Sun Myung 
Moon is none other than humanity’s Savior, Messiah, Returning Lord and 
True Parent.” 
 

Citation: John Beukema, Western Springs, Illinois; source: Sheryl Gay Stolberg,  
“A Crowning at the Capital Creates a Stir,” NYTimes.com (6-24-04) 

 
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(When the Enemy Strikes: The Keys to Winning Your Spiritual Battles by 
Charles F. Stanley) Nashville, TN: Nelson Books. Copyright – Charles 
F. Stanley, 2004.  

 
But if you understand that God is in control of all things and that life 

is unfolding according to His master plan and purpose, then you have to look 
at what happens in your life and conclude, “God knows all about this.  He has 
allowed this to happen.  God is in control of all outcomes.  He has a way 
through this difficulty and a good result at the end of this dark tunnel.  God 
is at work, fashioning all things to His glory.  He is going to work all things 
for my eternal benefit.” 

Do I believe God is in control at all times and in all situations?  
Absolutely.  I know God is in control of the events in my personal life at all 
times and in all situations.  God is in control of the major events of the world 
at all times and in all situations. 
pp. 22-23 
 
 
 
I was reading in the Daily Walk Bible the other day: 
 
“Those who see God’s hand in everything, can best leave everything in God’s 
hand.” 
(page unknown) 
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v. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations 
and men of every language worshiped him.  His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one 
that will never be destroyed. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 14: 
 

He was given power to rule—all the glory of royalty. 
Everyone—race, color, and creed—had to serve him. 

His rule would be forever, never ending. 
His kingly rule would never be replaced. 

p. 1596 
 
 
In these final two verses, we see FOUR THINGS about the “son of man”: 
 
 1. “[He is] coming with the clouds of heaven,” 
 
 2. “He approached the Ancient of Days,” 
 
 3. “[He] was led into his presence,” and 
 
 4. “HE WAS GIVEN AUTHORITY, GLORY AND SOVEREIGN  

POWER.” 
 
 
“HE WAS GIVEN” SIX THINGS: 
 
 1. “AUTHORITY,” 
 
 2. “GLORY,” 
 
 3. “SOVEREIGN POWER,” 
 
 4. “ALL PEOPLES,” 
 
 5. “NATIONS,” and 
 
 6. “MEN OF EVERY LANGUAGE WORSHIPED HIM.” 
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In the FINAL PHRASES of our verse, “HIS KINGDOM” is characterized in 
THREE WAYS: 
 
 1. “HIS DOMINION IS AN EVERLASTING DOMINION,” 
 
 2. “HIS DOMINION . . . WILL NOT PASS AWAY,” and 
 
 3. “HIS KINGDOM IS ONE THAT WILL NEVER BE  

DESTROYED.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 The Son of Man will establish an everlasting dominion or kingdom . . . 
That kingdom will never be conquered by another . . . His reign will be 
established on earth . . . At the expiration of the 1,000 years of the Lord’s 
millennial reign, He will surrender the kingdom to God the Father, after which 
Christ will be appointed as Ruler over God’s eternal kingdom forever . . . 
p. 1351 
 
 
Philippians 2:9-11 
 

Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 
name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the 
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 
 
Revelation 5:11-14 
 

And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was 
myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud 
voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches 
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.”  And every 
created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth 
and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, “To Him who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory 
and dominion forever and ever.”  And the four living creatures kept 
saying, “Amen.” And the elders fell down and worshiped.  
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Boice says: 
 
 What is the theme of Daniel?  We saw it at the very beginning when 
we read that Nebuchadnezzar took the holy articles from the temple of God in 
Jerusalem and carried them back to Babylon, when he laid them up in the 
temple of his god.  It was a way of declaring that, in Nebuchadnezzar’s 
judgment, the gods of Babylon were superior to and more powerful than the 
Jewish God, Jehovah. 
 But were they?  It seemed so.  Jerusalem had fallen to 
Nebuchadnezzar’s armies.  However, the entire development of the book 
shows that God’s answer to the question is that God is still in control of 
history—although the kingdom of Babylon had triumphed for a time.  As a 
result, the kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar would eventually fall to the kingdom 
of the Medes and Persians under Darius; the kingdom of Darius would 
eventually fall to the kingdom of the Greeks under Alexander the Great; the 
Greek kingdom would fall to the Romans.  And only at the end of that long 
history, which God was controlling, would there come an eternal kingdom 
that, like a rock, would destroy the other kingdoms, grow to be a great 
mountain, and fill the earth. 
 How can any mere human kingdom, however blessed by God, take on 
these eternal characteristics?  When God told David that he would establish 
his kingdom forever, David understood this difficulty and protested rightly, 
“Is this your usual way of dealing with man, O Sovereign Lord?” . . . 
 David meant that human kingdoms do not endure forever.  How then 
can any kingdom grow to be a great mountain? 
 The answer comes in Daniel 7:13-14.  The one who is to establish and 
maintain this kingdom, while he is “like a son of man,” that is, a human 
being, is no mere human being, and his kingdom is no mere human kingdom.  
The one who is “like a son of man” is also God; he is the God-man.  And his 
kingdom is to be established by God in spite of the rebellious opposition of 
Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, or any other of this world’s emperors. 
p. 83 
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Miller says: 
 

However, the most compelling evidence for the messianic identification 
of the son of man is furnished by Christ himself.  In Mark 14:61-62 he 
identified himself as that “Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty 
One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”  There is no other passage in the 
Old Testament to which Christ could have been referring.  Furthermore, 
when Christ made the claim, the high priest said, “You have heard the 
blasphemy” (Mark 14:64), demonstrating that Jesus was understood to 
ascribe deity to himself. 
p. 209 
 
 
 
Pentecost says: 
 
Since Christ will be “King of kings, and Lord of lords” this same subdivided 
authority will obtain in other portions of the earth as well.  There will be no 
part of the earth that will not own the authority of the King . . . 
p. 502 
 
 
 
Gowan says: 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom is not said to be everlasting, however.  That 
distinction is reserved for the kingdom of the Most High . . . and in the dream of 
chapter 2 it is a kingdm that will never be destroyed that will take the place of 
all earthly kingdoms . . . That is the kingdom promised here. 
p. 109 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 

Now He is in His human form and approaches God the Father.  The scene 
stretches our spiritual imagination to extremes.  As Jesus Christ, the Son of 
Man, stands before the throne, God the Father is going to give Him the nations 
of the world.  In Psalm 2:8 God is speaking, and I believe He is speaking to Jesus 
Christ.  He says, “Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the 
ends of the earth your possession.” 

Revelation 11:15 puts it this way: “The kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever.” 
p. 142 
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(The Caleb Quest: What You Can Learn From the Boldest Dreamer in the 
Bible by Mark Atteberry) Nashville, TN: Nelson Books. Copyright – 
Mark Atteberry, 2004.  

 
I’ve often found it beneficial to take verses of Scripture and frame them 

in opposite terms.  It’s kind of like shining a spotlight on an object from the 
opposite direction.  The object itself is unchanged, but you can discover 
features that you never noticed before.  Take Romans 8:31, for example.  Paul 
asked, “If God is for us, who can ever be against us?”  That’s a verse we love 
to quote because it makes us feel warm and fuzzy.  But look what happens 
when you frame the question in opposite terms: “If God is against us, what 
difference does it make who’s for us?”  Packs a punch, doesn’t it? 
p. 10 
 
 
 
(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by E. V. Hill) 

Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers. Copyright – E. V. Hill, 2003.  
 

Consider the old hymn “God Will Take Care of You,” written by Civilla 
D. Martin (1869-1948): 

 
Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 
Beneath His wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
And I’d like to think young David’s example inspired this last verse: 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 
Lean, weary, one upon His breast, 
God will take care of you. 
 
God will take care of you, 
Through every day, o’er all the way; 
He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

p. 56 
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(It’s Not About Me by Max Lucado) Nashville, TN: Integrity Publishers. 
Copyright – Max Lucado, 2004.  

 
God’s staff meetings, if he had them, would revolve around one 

question:  “How can we reveal my glory today?”  God’s to-do list consists of 
one item:  “Reveal my glory.”  Heaven’s framed and mounted purpose 
statement hangs in the angels’ break room just above the angel food cake.   
It reads: “Declare God’s glory.” 

God exists to showcase God. 
p. 28 
 
 

C. S. Lewis on Misplaced Desire 
 
Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak.  We are half-hearted 
creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is 
offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a 
slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at 
the sea. We are far too easily pleased. 
 
C. S. Lewis, from the sermon “The Weight of Glory” 
 

Citation: submitted by J. Richard Love, Rushton, Louisiana 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(When I Lay My Isaac Down: Unshakable Faith in Unthinkable 

Circumstances by Carol Kent) Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. 
Copyright – Carol Kent, 2004.  

 
Circumstances may appear to wreck 

our lives and God’s plans, 
but God is not helpless among the ruins. 

—ERIC LIDDELL, OLYMPIAN 
p. 9 
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(When I Lay My Isaac Down: Unshakable Faith in Unthinkable 
Circumstances by Carol Kent) Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. 
Copyright – Carol Kent, 2004.  

 
Our broken lives are not lost or useless.   

God’s love is still working.   
He comes in and takes the calamity and uses it victoriously,  

working out his wonderful plan of love. 
—ERIC LIDDELL 

p. 93 
 
 
 
(The Preces Privatae of Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester selections 

from the translation by F. E. Brightman) London: Methuen & Co. Ltd. 
Copyright – unknown, 1920.  

 
Let us all be glad and rejoice and give honour to Him: 

as for my soul, it shall be satisfied, even as it were with  
   marrow and fatness: 
therefore, let my mouth be filled with thy praise: 
   that I may sing of Thy glory and honour all the day long. 

This is the happiness of the [four] creatures in the Revelation: 
they rest not day and night saying 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY 
   WHICH WAS AND IS AND IS TO COME. 

p. 151 
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(How Great Thou Art: A Daily Devotional by Steve Halliday & William 
Travis) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Steve Halliday & 
William Travis, 1999. 

 
The Promise-Keeping God 

 
The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; 

your love, O LORD, endures forever. 
(PSALM 138:8) 

 
I believe the happiest and truest of Christians are those who never 

dare to doubt God, but who take His Word simply as it stands, and believe it, 
and ask no questions, just feeling assured that if God has said it, it will be so. 

I bear my willing testimony that I have no reason, nor even the shadow 
of a reason, to doubt my Lord, and I challenge heaven and earth and hell to 
bring my proof that God is untrue.  From the depths of hell I call the fiends, 
and from this earth I call the tried and afflicted believers, and to heaven I 
appeal, and challenge the long experience of the blood-washed host—and 
there is not to be found in the three realms a single person who can bear 
witness to one fact which can disprove the faithfulness of God or weaken His 
claim to be trusted by His servants.  There are many things that may or may 
not happen, but this I know shall happen— 
 

He shall present my soul, 
Unblemish’d and complete, 
Before the glory of His face, 

With joys divinely great. 
 

All the purposes of man have been defeated, but not the purposes of 
God.  The promises of man may be broken—many of them are made to be 
broken—but the promises of God shall all be fulfilled.  He is a promise-
maker, but He never was a promise-breaker.  He is a promise-keeping God, 
and every one of His people shall prove it to be so.  This s my grateful, 
personal confidence, “The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me”—unworthy 
me, lost and ruined me.  He will yet save me; and— 
 

I, among the blood-wash’d thorng, 
Shall wave the palm, and wear the crown, 

And shout the loud victory. 
 

CHARLES H. SPURGEON 
(November 30) 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#13-Daniel 7_1-14.doc 

116 

(A Treasury of Wisdom: Daily Inspiration from Favorite Christian Authors 
compiled by Ken and Angela Abraham) Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. 
Copyright – Barbour Publishing, Inc., 1998.  

 
A QUIET HEART by Elisabeth Elliot 
 
“Lord, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot 
secure.”         PSALM 16:5, NIV 
 

Jesus slept on a pillow in the midst of a raging storm.  How could He?  
The terrified disciples, sure that the next wave would send them straight to 
the bottom, shook Him awake with rebuke.  How could He be so careless of 
their fate? 

He could because He slept I the calm assurance that His Father was in 
control.  His was a quiet heart.  We see Him move serenely through all the 
events of His life—when He was reviled, He did not revile in return.  When 
He knew that He would suffer many things and be killed in Jerusalem, He 
never deviated from His course.  He had set His face like flint.  He sat at 
supper with one who would deny Him and another who would betray Him, 
yet He was able to eat with them, willing even to wash their feet.  Jesus in 
the unbroken intimacy of His Father’s love, kept a quiet heart. 

. . . Keep a quiet heart!  Our enemy delights in disquieting us.  Our 
Savior and Helper delights in quieting us.  “As a mother comforts her child, 
so will I comfort you” is His promise (Isaiah 66:13, NIV).  The choice is ours.  
It depends on our willingness to see everything in God, receive all from His 
hand, accept with gratitude just the portion and the cup He offers. 
p. 287 
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After studying these verses, I feel like singing: 
 

Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

Crown Him with many crowns,  
The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns  
All music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing  
Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King  
Through all eternity. 
 
Crown Him the Son of God 
Before the worlds began, 
And ye, who tread where He hath trod, 
Crown Him the Son of Man; 
Who ev’ry grief hath known 
That wrings the human breast, 
And takes and bears them for His own, 
That all in Him may rest. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of life, 
Who triumphed o’er the grave, 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those He came to save; 
His glories now we sing 
Who died, and rose on high, 
Who died, eternal life to bring, 
And lives that death may die. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of love! 
Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
In beauty glorified; 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
For Thou hast died for me: 
Thy praise shall never, never fail 
Throughout eternity. 

 
(“Crown Him with Many Crowns” by Matthew Bridges.  The New Church 

Hymnal, Lexicon Music, Inc., 1976. #264) 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
LESSON #1:  God does sovereignly control the course of history and our lives 

as well. 
 
LESSON #2:  “The Lord Almighty has sworn, ‘Surely, as I have planned, so it 

will be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand. . . . For the Lord 
Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him?  His hand is 
stretched out, and who can turn it back?’” (Isaiah 14:24). 

 
LESSON #3:  “But the wicked are like the tossing sea, which cannot rest, 

whose waves cast up mire and mud.  ‘There is no peace,’ says my God, 
‘for the wicked’” (Isaiah 57:20, 21). 

 
LESSON #4:  Whereas the four great kingdoms are characterized from man’s 

perspective, in chapter 2, those same kingdoms are seen here from 
God’s perspective in chapter 7. 

 
LESSON #5:  The “little horn” in verse 8 is the man of sin, the Antichrist. 
 
LESSON #6:  “God knows the future, God plans the future, God has told us 

the future in His Word” (Corrie Ten Boom). 
 
LESSON #7:  The “Ancient of Days” is God the Father. 
 
LESSON #8:  “The court was seated and the books were opened” are a sure 

indication of the certainty of divine judgment (verse 10). 
 
LESSON #9:  Hell is a very real place and is the destiny of all of those who do 

not want to be a part of Christ’s kingdom. 
 
LESSON #10:  The “son of man” in verse 13 is none other than the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the King of all kings. 
 
LESSON #11:  His kingdom “is an everlasting dominion that will not pass 

away and . . . [it] will never be destroyed” (verse 14).  
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It was Oscar Wilde who said: 
 
The only difference between the saint and the sinner is that every saint has a 
past, and every sinner has a future. 

Oscar Wilde 
 
(From InfoSearch 5.1) 
 
 
 
Feinberg said: 
 
SINCE THE FIRST DAY that my redeemed heart read the words of the Lord 
Jesus Christ: “‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to her!  How often I wanted to gather your children 
together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were 
unwilling,’” (Matthew 23:37), the poignant and throbbing heart of the Saviour 
was laid bare in an unforgettable manner.  In that hour I caught a glimpse of 
the overwhelming love the Lord which has remained with me through the 
years.  It is basic to the understanding of the Word of God to see clearly the 
place of Israel, the world, and the Church in the plan of God. 
p. 9 
 
 
(Refined by Fire by Brian & Mel Birdwell) Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House 

Publishers, Inc.. Copyright -– Brian and Mel Birdwell, 2004.  
 
JOURNAL 11/14/01 
Lord, this is difficult.  I feel very distant from you.  Change me, Lord.  This is 
so much more than I can do.  Only you can change me.  Prepare me for this 
and carry me through.  I am a mess and feel as thought I can’t cope any 
longer.  Lord, help me to cast my cares on you.  I need to give everything to 
you.  Forgive me for all that I’ve been holding on to and dwelling on instead of 
renewing my mind constantly to the obedience of Christ . . . 
p. 157 
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(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by E. V. Hill) 
Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers. Copyright – E. V. Hill, 2003.  

 
If I could say just two things to you, I’d testify that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of the living God, and then tell you, “Truthfully, truthfully . . . you 
must be born again.”  You have to be born twice. 

I was born the first time, and though I don’t recall it myself, Momma 
told me all about it.  But then, I was born again eleven years later.  This time 
I told Momma all about it.  I thank God I have been born twice. 
p. 9 
 
 
If by some way I should have advance knowledge of my last sermon on earth, 
I would preach from two great texts:  Matthew 16, where Peter announces his 
belief in Jesus as the Christ; and John 3, where Jesus says to Nicodemus, 
“Truthfully, truthfully, I say unto you, you must be born again.” 
p. 10 
 
 

Nicodemus was holier than most.  He was stricter than the most strict.  
Yet Jesus looked him in the eye and said, “You must be born again.” 

At this point, as most of us would, Nicodemus became silly.  He said, 
“Ah, I know what you mean, you mean I must re-enter my mother’s womb 
and come out again.”  But Jesus said, “Nicodemus, we’re not on the same 
frequency.  You’re on FM and I’m on AM.  You’re talking about flesh; and I’m 
talking about spirit.  Flesh is flesh, you certainly cannot reenter your 
mother’s womb.  Now sit down, Nicodemus, and let me get you straight.” 
p. 13 
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(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of God by David 
Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2002.  

 
The story is told of a man who had been condemned by a Spanish court 

to be shot.  Because he was an American citizen and of English birth, the 
consuls of the United States and England decided to intervene.  They 
declared that the Spanish authorities had no power to put him to death.  
Their protest went unheeded, and the Spaniards proceeded to prepare the 
firing squad. 

At the time the execution was scheduled to take place, the consuls 
boldly approached the accused man, already tied and blindfolded, and 
wrapped him up in their flags—the Stars and Stripes and the Union Jack.  
Then they shouted, “Fire a shot if you dare!  If you do so, you will bring the 
powers of our two great empires upon you.”  There stood the prisoner, 
unharmed.  One bullet could have ended his life, but protected by those flags 
and the governments they represented, he was invulnerable. 

The Lord Jesus takes the soul of the sinner who believes in Him and 
covers the guilty one with His blood.  Thus wrapped and sheltered by the 
Savior, he is safe. 
p. 230 
 
 
 
(Things Unseen: Living in Light of Forever by Mark Buchanan) Sisters, OR: 

Multnomah. Copyright – Mark Buchanan, 2002.  
 

If Paul were here, he’d say something like this: “Stay the course.  Stay 
in Christ’s school of freedom and holiness.  Stay, because not only has He 
already paid the tuition, but you can hardly imagine what graduation looks 
like—the glory that will be revealed.” 

Set your hearts on things above.  Set your minds on things above. 
Look up. 

p. 165 
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(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL: 
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.  

 
Surrender is not the surrender of 
the external life, but of the will; 
when that is done, all is done. 

There are very few crises in life; 
the great crisis is 

the surrender of the will. 
OSWALD CHAMBERS1 

 
1. Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest, September 13. 
p. 29 
 
 
 
(The Journey Home: Finishing with Joy by Bill Bright, Afterward by Vonette 

Zachary Bright) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Bill 
Bright, 2003.  

 
My prayer is, “Lord, I want to be a suit of clothes for You today.  I invite You 
to move around in my body as Your temple.  I ask You to think with my 
mind, love with my heart, speak with my lips, and continue to seek and save 
the lost through me.  Supervise and control my attitudes, my motives, my 
desires, my words, my actions in order to bring maximum glory to Yourself.” 
p. 59 
 
 
 
Psalm 64:9 (NLT) 
 

Then everyone will stand in awe, 
proclaiming the mighty acts of God, 
realizing all the amazing things he does. 
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