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A Practical Study of DANIEL 
 

PART III 
 

SESSION #14:  Daniel 7:15-28 
 

 
TEXT: 
 
v. 15 I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my 
mind disturbed me. 
v. 16 I approached one of those standing there and asked him the true 
meaning of all this.  So he told me and gave me the interpretation of these 
things: 
v. 17 ‘The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will rise from the earth. 
v. 18 But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will 
possess it forever—yes, for ever and ever.’ 
v. 19 Then I wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth beast, which was 
different from all the others and most terrifying, with its iron teeth and 
bronze claws—the beast that crushed and devoured its victims and trampled 
underfoot whatever was left. 
v. 20 I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and about the 
other horn that came up, before which three of them fell—the horn that 
looked more imposing than the others and that had eyes and a mouth that 
spoke boastfully. 
v. 21 As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints and 
defeating them, 
v. 22 until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the 
saints of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the 
kingdom. 
v. 23 He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that 
will appear on earth.  It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will 
devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it. 
v. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom.  After 
them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue 
three kings. 
v. 25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to 
change the set times and the laws.  The saints will be handed over to him for 
a time, times and half a time. 
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v. 26 But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely 
destroyed forever. 
v. 27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the 
whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High.  
His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and 
obey him.’ 
v. 28 This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled by my 
thoughts, and my face turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 
(1002 Humorous Illustrations for Public Speaking by Michael E. Hodgin) 

Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – Michael E. Hodgin, 2004.  
 
TOPIC: Assumptions 
 

Frogs or God 
 

A pastor invited the children to come forward for the children’s 
sermon.  After they had seated themselves on the platform steps, he 
announced he was going to talk about frogs.  He asked the group, “When I 
say ‘frog’ what’s the first thing that comes to your mind?” 

Promptly a child answered, “God.” 
Surprised, the pastor asked with obvious puzzlement, “Why do you 

think about God when I say ‘frog’?” 
The child replied, “Because I know you didn’t bring us down here to 

talk about frogs.” 
p. 36 
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OLD AGE 
 
I cannot imagine anything worse than being old. How awful it must be to 
have nothing to do all day long but stare at the walls or watch TV? 
 
So last week, when the President suggested we all celebrate Senior Citizen 
Week by cheering up a senior citizen, I decided to do just that.  I would call 
on my new neighbor, an elderly retired gentleman, recently widowed, and 
who, I presumed, had moved in with his married daughter because he was 
too old and poor to take care of himself. 
 
I baked a batch of cookies, and, without bothering to call (some old people 
cannot hear the phone), I went off to brighten this old guy’s day.  When I rang 
the doorbell this “old guy” came to the door dressed in tennis shorts and a 
polo shirt, looking about as ancient and decrepit as Donny Osmond. 
 
“I’m sorry I can’t invite you in,” he said when I introduced myself, “I’m due at 
the Racquet Club at two.  I’m playing in the semifinals today.” 
 
“Oh that’s all right,” I said.  “I baked you some cookies . . .” 
 
“Great!” he interrupted, snatching the box.  “Just what I need for bridge club 
tomorrow!  Thanks so much!” 
 
I continued, “. . . and I just thought we’d visit a while.  But that’s okay!  I’ll 
just trot across the street and call on Granny Grady.” 
 
“Don’t bother,” he said “Gran’s not home; I know because I just called over 
there to remind her of our date to go dancing tonight.  She may be at the 
beauty shop.  She mentioned at breakfast (at which house?) that she had an 
appointment for a tint job.” 
 
So I went home and called my Mother’s cousin (age 83); she was in the 
hospital . . . working in the gift shop.  I called my aunt (age 74); she was on 
vacation in China.  I called my husband’s uncle (age 79).  I forgot . . .  he was 
on his honeymoon. . . . 
 
. . . I still dread old age, now more than ever. I just don’t think I’m up to it. 
 
“LIFE IS NOT A JOURNEY TO THE GRAVE WITH THE INTENTION OF 
ARRIVING SAFELY IN A PRETTY AND WELL PRESERVED BODY, . . . BUT 
RATHER, TO SKID IN BROADSIDE . . . THOROUGHLY USED UP . . . TOTALLY 
WORN OUT . . . LOUDLY PROCLAIMING—WOW!—WHAT A RIDE!” 
 
(Received via e-mail from Doris Tyler, September 11, 2004) 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#14-Daniel 7_15-28.doc 

5 

For bosses day this year I got a very meaningful little book called When I am 
an Old Coot. 
 
 
(When I Am An Old Coot by Roy English) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs-Smith. 

Copyright – Roy English, 1995.  
 
I will go to the Dairy Queen and dip my dentures in the hot fudge when the 
waitress isn’t looking. 
p. 15 
 
 

WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . . 
 

I will disinherit my kids 
and leave all my 

worldly possessions 
to the lady who 

changes my covers 
and gives me a bath. 

p. 58 
 
 

I will smoke 
Rum Crook cigars 

in airline lavatories 
and dare the flight attendant 

to throw me off the plane. 
p. 65 
 
 

I will fake an asthma attack 
and break into a fit of 
loud coughing when 

the preacher talks too long 
and the Cowboys have 
a noon kickoff on TV. 

p. 67 
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(Verse or Worse by Noble W. Ogle) McKinney, TX: Unknown. Copyright – 
Noble W. Ogle, 2002.  

 
Winds of Change 

 
I’ve had a lot of birthdays 

but I don’t feel that old 
To measure age there are many ways 

or so I have been told 
 
From Model T to moon shot 

I’ve witnessed quite a bit 
El Nino to new sun spot 

from my rocker where I sit 
 
“Horse sense” is well earned— 

the horse feared cars always 
Mankind still hasn’t learned 

and with his life he pays 
 
The computers is commonplace 

or so it now appears 
But it will never replace 

the one between our ears 
 
When my final page is signed 

and to my reward I go 
I hope I leave no clones behind 

to badger folks I know! 
p. 82 
 
 
 
(Life Lifters: Moments of Inspiration for Living Life Better by Zig Ziglar) 

Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman. Copyright – Zig Ziglar, 2003.  
 
“I’ve long thought the aging process could be slowed down if it had to work its 
way through Congress.” 

—George Bush 
p. 20 
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Job Evaluations 
 
For everyone who has ever had an evaluation—just remember, it could have 
been worse.  These are actual quotes taken from employee performance 
evaluations. 
 
1. “Since my last report, this employee has reached rock-bottom and has 

started to dig.” 
2. “I would not allow this employee to breed.” 
3. “This employee is really not so much of a has-been, but more of definite 

won’t be.” 
4. “Works well when under constant supervision and cornered like a rat 

in a trap.” 
5. “When she opens her mouth, it seems that it is only to change feet.” 
6. “This young lady has delusions of adequacy.” 
7. “He sets low personal standards and then consistently fails to achieve 

them.” 
8. “This employee is depriving a village somewhere of an idiot.” 
9. “This employee should go far, and the sooner he starts, the better.” 
10. “Got a full 6-pack, but lacks the plastic thingy to hold it all together.” 
11. “A gross ignoramus — 144 times worse than an ordinary ignoramus.” 
12. “He doesn’t have ulcers, but he’s a carrier.” 
14. “I would like to go hunting with him sometime.” 
15. “He’s been working with glue too much.” 
16. “He would argue with a signpost.” 
17. “He brings a lot of joy whenever he leaves the room.” 
18. “When his IQ reaches 50, he should sell.” 
19. “If you see two people talking and one looks bored, he’s the other one.” 
20. “A photographic memory but with the lens cover glued on.” 
21. “A prime candidate for natural de-selection.” 
22. “Donated his brain to science before he was done using it.” 
23. “Gates are down, the lights are flashing, but the train isn’t coming.” 
24. “He’s got two brains cells, one is lost and the other is out looking for it.” 
25. “If he were any more stupid, he’d have to be watered twice a week.” 
26. “If you give him a penny for his thoughts, you’d get change.” 
27. “If you stand close enough to him, you can hear the ocean.” 
28. “It’s hard to believe he beat out 1,000,000 other sperm.” 
29. “One neuron short of a synapse.” 
30. “Some drink from the fountain of knowledge; he only gargled.” 
31. “Takes him 2 hours to watch ‘60-minutes’.” 
32. “The wheel is turning, but the hamster is dead. 
 
(Received via e-mail from Floyd Edwards, August 3, 2004) 
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(When the Cowboys Come to Town! by Stephen Bly) Winchester, ID: Bly 
Books. Copyright – Stephen Bly, 2000.  

 
BETHLEHEM PINE 

 
I was camped out in the Dakota snow 

when Christmas Eve rolled around. 
Me and Slim and a dog named Flop, 

three days ride from town. 
 
Not a tree in sight for thirty miles, 

as we huddled in the draw. 
The chips ran out the day before; 

we was burnin’ twisted straw. 
 
Oh, it was cold, I’m here to say 

and getting’ kind of scary 
As we hunkered down in our bedrolls 

on that deserted, lonely prairie. 
 
Slim was convinced we’d never live 

to see the light of day. 
He shook my hand, scratched Flop’s ear, 

and then commenced to pray. 
 
I have to admit it got to me 

and I was feelin’ mighty low. 
A frozen corpse out on the sage 

ain’t the way I wanted to go. 
 
So I joined with Slim in divine entreat 

with a serious prayer or two. 
“Lord, we don’t need all that much 

. . . jist a small miracle will do.” 
 
The dry snow was a blowin’ sideways 

when we first heard that sound: 
A stutterin’ trot, and a scratchin’ noise, 

somethin’ drug on frozen ground. 
 
The dark outline of a long eared mule, 

who smelled our puny flame, 
Came draggin’ somethin’ across the snow 

and actin’ hugely lame. 
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We scrambled out in the frigid storm 
to inspect what we could not see 

And found a mule badly bleedin’, 
still chained to an evergreen tree. 

 
Slim twitched his ear, I pulled the shackle, 

while the mule continued to croon 
With salve and a half clean flour sack 

we doctored that fetlock wound. 
 
It was a twelve foot pine he chewed in two, 

tryin’ to set himself free. 
I was thinkin’ the Lord answered our prayers 

and sent us a Christmas tree. 
 
“The mule came from somewhere,” 

Slim decreed, with hope upon his brow. 
“Unhobbled he’ll know his way back home, 

and lead us there somewhere.” 
 
We called him Star, it seemed to fit. 

He steered us to the stable. 
We didn’t leave ‘til daylight, though, 

it was as soon as the mule was able. 
 
The tree was branded Bethlehem Pine 

and it burnt up hot and slow. 
It gave its life, that we might live, 

like the Savior did long ago. 
 
You kin have your symbols of Christmas, 

with parties and presents at ever’ turn. 
Jist give me a mule, who knows his way home, 

and a Christmas tree that’ll burn. 
p. 63 
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(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary 
by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright 
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.  

 
Accept:  
1. what can’t be cured must be endured  
2. bite the bullet [This is a reference to the days before anesthetics when Old 

West doctors offered patients a bullet to bite while being operated on.]  
3. hump up and take it like an old bull in a blue norther  
4. stand your watch 
 
Accept it:  
1. gotta grab a root and growl  
2. somebody has to have the hard seat  
3. cinch up your belt and go get dirty  
4. let the hide go with the hair 
p. 2 
 
 
Achievement:  
1. earned his spurs  
2. earned a place to squat by the fire  
3. earned a spot at the bar  
4. found his puddle  
5. got his crop in the barn 
p. 3 
 
 
Talkative:  
1. when she dies the undertaker will have to put a stob in her tongue to shut her up  
2. she could talk the legs off a baby grand piano  
3. his tongue is tied in the middle and waggin’ on both ends  
4. she can talk tomatoes out of a can  
5. if silence was golden he couldn’t earn a plug nickel  
6. a man of few words but he uses them often  
7. could talk for half an hour after he told you all he knew  
8. can talk till you’re blue in the face  
9. could talk the ears off a brass monkey  
10. got a tongue like a bell clapper  
11. could talk the loincloth off a wooden Indian 
p. 270 
 
 
Each of these studies in this series are PROPHETIC STUDIES.  It is really important 
that the interpreter be very careful in handling things that speak about the future. 
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(More Precious Than Silver by Joni Eareckson Tada) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. Copyright – Joni Eareckson Tada, 1998.  

 
“The Lord Told Me . . .” 

 
“Yes,” declares the LORD, “I am against the prophets who wag their 
own tongues and yet declare, ‘The LORD declares.’ . . . This is what 
each of you keeps on saying to his friend or relative: ‘What is the 
LORD’s answer?’ or ‘What has the LORD spoken?’  But you must not 
mention ‘the oracle of the LORD’ again, because every man’s own word 
becomes his oracle and so you distort the words of the living God, the 
LORD Almighty, our God.” 

—Jeremiah 23:31, 35-36 
 

We play fast and loose with the word of God these days.  In-depth Bible 
study and examining verses in their context takes too much time.  People 
seem to prefer instant revelation and “words of knowledge” on the spot. 

I’ve noticed how many believers say, “The Lord told me that thus-and-
such is going to happen.”  They proceed to give God’s take on the situation, 
whether his answer concerns a  marital problem, a career choice, or a 
reprimand meant for a friend.  Actually, I hear it all the time: “Joni, the Lord 
told me that you will be out of that wheelchair in less than a year.”  Their 
sentiments are well-meaning, but their words are . . . well, frightening.  
Frankly, I’m speechless when a Christian prefaces any comment with “The 
Lord told me . . .”  Who am I to question the Lord?  How can I possibly engage 
this brother or sister in a meaningful debate, if they claim they are speaking 
ex cathedra, or “from the throne”?  It’s a dead-end discussion. 

“What has the Lord told you?” and “Have you received a word from the 
Lord?” are phrases packed with presumption.  Jeremiah knew this.  Division 
and confusion were running rampant during the siege of Jerusalem by the 
Babylonians.  Nobody wanted to listen to Jeremiah and hear the word of the 
Lord forecasting doom.  So they leaned on false hopes in an attempt to pump 
up people’s confidence in the ability of Jerusalem to withstand the siege.  
They tried to calm fears and raise expectations by saying, “The Lord told me  
. . .”  The truth was, God had already spoken through his prophet.  Just as 
today he speaks in and through his Word—the Bible. 
 

Get into the practice of speaking for yourself rather than for God.  
After all, he’s already made his Word clear. 

 
Lord, keep me from presumption.  Energize me to delve into  

your Word. 
(November 26) 
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(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by E. V. Hill) 
Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers. Copyright – E. V. Hill, 2003.  

 
This principle became crystal clear to me one New Year’s service when 

I pastored in Houston.  That night Sister Stephens got up and said, “I want to 
give my new Year’s determination.” 

I said, “All right, go ahead.” 
She said, “I’m determined this year not to ask the Lord to go with me 

anywhere.”  These words, coming from such a saintly woman, caused a 
murmur in the audience. 

I said, “Now, Sister Stephens, would you say that over again?  We 
didn’t quite hear or, at least, didn’t understand.” 

She said, “I said I’m not going to try to get the Lord to follow me 
nowhere and to go with me nowhere.” 

I said, “Sister Stephens that doesn’t sound right, but—as the old folks 
say—‘splain it to me.” 

And she said, “Well here it is.  All these years I’ve been telling Him, 
come here, come there, go here.  I’ve led Him into one mess after another.  So 
this year I’m just saying, ‘Lord, I’ll follow You.  I’m going to get up in the 
morning, and if You don’t have anywhere to go I’m going back to bed.’”  
Imbedded in that folksy thought is a theological truism that our mission and 
our concern ought to be, first, what is the burden of the Lord?  Does God have 
a concern?  Is God worried about anything? 
p. 90 
 
 
 
(Experiencing God Day-By-Day: The Devotional and Journal by Henry T. 

Blackaby and Richard Blackaby) Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman. 
Copyright – Henry Blackaby and Richard Blackaby, 1997.  

 
Prayer is designed to adjust you to God’s will, not to adjust God to your 

will.  If God has not responded to what you are praying, you may need to 
adjust your praying to align with God’s agenda.  Rather than focusing on 
what you would like to see happen, realize that God may be more concerned 
with what He wants to see happen in you. 
p. 257 
 
 

Prayer is not designed to change God, it is designed to change us.  
Prayer is not calling God in to bless our activities.  Rather, prayer takes us 
into God’s presence, shows us His will, and prepares us to obey Him. 
p. 280 
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(A Treasury of Wisdom: Daily Inspiration from Favorite Christian Authors 
compiled by Ken and Angela Abraham) Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. 
Copyright – Barbour Publishing, Inc., 1998.  

 
Unprayerful souls soon get diverted from the supreme task He appointed for 
them. 
p. 230 
 
 
 
(Praise in the Presence of God by Jack Hayford) Nashville, TN: J. 

Countryman / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Jack Hayford, 2003.  
 
It isn’t a religious accomplishment or a pious performance.  It’s just honest-
to-God saying, “I want Your will.” 

His answer: “Pray, and I’ll work it.” 
Prayer Is Invading the Impossible 

p. 227 
 
 
As we now turn our attention to the latter half of Daniel 7:15-28, The Bible 
Knowledge Commentary entitles this section: 
 
THE INTERPRETATION (7:15-28) 
p. 1351 
 
 
 
Showers says: 
 

Daniel was so troubled over what his dream could mean that he asked 
one of God’s angels to give him the exact interpretation of it.  The angel gave 
a general interpretation of the entire dream first.  He declared that the four 
beasts represented four kings (or, as noted earlier, four kingdoms) which 
were earthly in origin.  Obviously these four kingdoms would rule the earth 
for sometime, but eventually the rule of the earth would be given to the 
saints of God.  Once the saints would receive that rule, they would possess it 
forever. 
p. 83 
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Young entitles these verses: 
 
The interpretation of the vision. 
p. 156 
 
 
 
Phillips & Vines say: 
 
The prophet was greatly perplexed by this vision.  While some of it marched 
in step with Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, much was new.  It was the new parts 
that particularly disturbed him. 
p. 106 
 
 
 
Sir Robert Anderson says: 
 
“PROPHECY is not given to enable us to prophesy,” and no one who has 
worthily pursued the study will fail to feel misgivings at venturing out upon 
the tempting field of forecasting “things to come.”  By patient contemplation 
we may clearly discern the main outlines of the landscape of the future; but 
“until the day dawn,” our apprehension of distances and details must be 
inadequate, if not wholly false. 
p. 271 
 
 
 
Keil & Delitzsch say: 
 
The things which Daniel saw made a deep impression on his mind.  His spirit 
was troubled within him; the sight filled him with terror.  It was not the 
mystery of the images, nor the fact that all was not clear before his sight, 
that troubled and disquieted him; for ver. 28  shows that the disquietude did 
not subside when an angel explained the images he had seen.  It was the 
things themselves as they passed in vision before him—the momentous 
events, the calamities which the people of God would have to endure till the 
time of the completion of the everlasting kingdom of God—which filled him 
with anxiety and terror. 
p. 237 
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Stortz says: 
 

Shortly before his death, Charles Haddon Spurgeon preached a sermon 
on the Second Coming of Christ.  He said, “Brethren, no truth ought to be 
more frequently proclaimed, next to the first coming of the Lord, than His 
Second Coming; you cannot thoroughly set forth all the ends and bearings of 
the first advent if you forget the second.”1  Toward the end of his ministry he 
preached much on the Second Coming and the millennial reign of Christ, but 
it was not always that way. 

Early in his ministry he wrote, “I scarcely think it would be justifiable 
for me to spend my time upon prophetic studies for which I have not the 
necessary talent, nor is it the vocation to which my Master has ordained 
me.”2  I think many people have that attitude these days when they approach 
the study of prophecy.  But why does anyone need to have a special talent to 
study the prophetic portions of Scripture?  No special talent was needed by 
the Jewish people to understand the prophecies of the first coming.  The 
prophecies were veiled in imagery, but it took no particular skill to study and 
understand them. 
p. 113 
 
 
Let us turn our attention now to the text in Daniel 7:15-28. 
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v. 15 I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my 
mind disturbed me. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 15: 
 

 “But as for me, Daniel, I was disturbed.  All these dream-visions 
had me agitated. 

p. 1596 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 15-17: 
 
The four beasts explained  
p. 1351 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
Like Nebuchadnezzar before him . . . Daniel was disturbed by his dream . . . 
p. 1351 
 
 
When you put our first verse, verse 15, and our last, verse 28, together, you 
find that DANIEL’S RESPONSE IS FIVE-FOLD: 
 
 1. “TROUBLED IN SPIRIT,” 
 
 2. “DISTURBED,” 
 
 3. “DEEPLY TROUBLED,” 
 
 4. “FACE TURNED PALE,” and 
 
 5. “KEPT THE MATTER TO MYSELF.” 
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Phillips & Vines have this to say: 
 
Daniel already knew that with the accession of Nebuchadnezzar and the 
downfall of Jerusalem “the times of the Gentiles” had begun.  Jewish world 
empire would now have to wait; the Jews had failed.  Theocracy and monarchy 
alike had ended in apostasy and disaster.  He himself was an exile in Babylon 
and had been there for many years.  Once, perhaps, he had hoped that, when the 
seventy years of captivity foretold by Jeremiah were over, there would be a 
restoration of the monarchy.  Perhaps he hoped that, as a result of the 
Babylonian exile, there would be national repentance, a wholesale regathering of 
Hebrew people from all parts of the world to the ancestral homeland, a spiritual 
awakening, the arrival of the messiah and the establishment of a new theocratic 
kingdom under Christ, universal in scope and centered in Jerusalem.  But 
Nebuchadnezzar’s vision had made it clear that there were to be four gentile 
empires, not just the Babylonian, before the establishment of the messianic 
kingdom.  Now this new vision seemed to lengthen out the period of the times of 
the gentiles almost indefinitely.  Even as he received the vision the Babylonian 
empire was still intact. 
p. 106 
 
 
 
They say further: 
 
Assured as he was by the closing part of his vision (7:11-14), that the 
messiah’s kingdom would come, all Daniel could see for now was delay after 
delay.  He was greatly disturbed. 
p. 107 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
The terrible appearance of this vision made an extraordinary impression 
upon my spirits . . . 
p. 660 
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Gowan says: 
 

Daniel is affected by the vision as Nebuchadnezzar had been affected 
by his dreams.  Daniel is afraid and does not understand what the vision 
means but is still in the visionary state, for now he asks one of the multitude 
surrounding the throne to explain it. 
p. 109 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 

Daniel was deeply exercised in spirit over all that he had seen; but an 
angel seems to have been standing by, and to him he applied for light as to “the 
truth of all this.”  He tells him that the four beasts represent four kings or 
kingdoms, as we have already seen; but “the saints of the most high (places) 
shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.” 
p. 130 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 
It is not easy or amusing to receive visions and revelation.  Ezekiel, in similar 
circumstances, is ‘overwhelmed’ . . . and Jeremiah speaks of ‘anguish’ and 
‘agony of heart’ . . . In the book itself when Nebuchadnezzar had his dream of 
the same realities ‘his mind was troubled and he could not sleep’ . . . The fact 
that the end is certain does not remove the need for faith and courage on the 
journey. 
p. 107 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
 The full import of the vision was not revealed to Daniel, but he 
recognized that it portrayed the violent overthrow of governments and chaos 
in the world.  Such matters concerned him.  Daniel desired to know when 
these events would take place and which governments would fall.  Would 
these calamities occur in his day, and how would they affect his people, 
Israel?  He also was disturbed by the little horn who obviously was an evil 
character, for he spoke blasphemies against God, and divine judgment fell 
upon him. 
pp. 210-11 
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Goldingay says: 
 
The giving of a mysterious vision which combines ominous and encouraging 
features yet which is not of wholly patent meaning creates a suspense that is 
heightened by the separation of symbolic vision and explanation.  Alarm and 
encouragement are invited, but the basis for them is withheld.  It will come 
with the more force when revealed. 
p. 172 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 

No less anxious should we be than was Daniel to understand the truth 
of all this.  And whenever we inquire with equal sincerity of heart, we shall 
find the Lord no less ready now than in the days of the prophet to lead to a 
correct knowledge of these important truths. 
p. 157 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
Daniel was troubled in spirit by what he saw.  On the one hand, he 
understood enough to know that this vision spoke of dismal failure on the 
part of human rulers; yet there were also other features that led him to hope 
for further light. 
p. 92 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 

As this part of the chapter begins, Daniel is still “troubled in spirit” 
and still stands in the presence of the Ancient of Days, the angels around the 
throne, and the one who was given “an everlasting dominion that will not 
pass away.” 
pp. 203-4 
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Gangel continues: 
 

MAIN IDEA: Not only does God control the world now, but he will set 
up his absolute reign in the future; all his people, the saints of both old 
and new covenants, will share in it. 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Throughout time God has used angels to 
communicate his message to his people, and one day he will gather 
them all together in his kingdom. 

 
 7:15-16.  We understand why Daniel was troubled in spirit and 
disturbed.  Although the last six verses have been most hopeful and 
promising, he has yet to put them in context and grasp the relationship 
among the beasts, the horns, and the Ancient of Days.  But the aging 
prophet, now wise enough to know that he did not know everything, broke 
one of the great rules of masculinity—he asked for directions.  
p. 204 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
To this point there has been an objective, dispassionate report of Daniel’s 
first great vision.  Now, however, the prophet reveals his reaction to the 
momentous events he has seen portrayed—he is grieved and troubled.  And 
he seeks help in understanding these things from one of the angels who 
stands before God’s throne . . . The help is readily given, first in summary 
fashion and then in greater detail. 
p. 85 
 
 
 
Longman says: 
 
DANIEL REACTS TO the vision with fear and confusion.  His fear signals to 
us later readers the overwhelming force of the revelation.  Daniel looks into 
the abyss of human evil and into the very throne room of God.  No wonder he 
is shaken by the experience. 
p. 188 
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Wiersbe asks the question: 
 

How should believers respond when they get an understanding of 
God’s prophetic Word?  Daniel was affected physically by his visions 
and was left weak and prostrate . . . Those who are proud of a 
knowledge of Bible prophecy may have learned only what it says and 
not what it means.  Revelation always brings responsibility with it.  If 
we really believe these things, we will obey what God tells us to do. 

 
A vision of saints on earth (15-28).  These “saints” are believers during 

the end times, just before the Lord returns to set up His kingdom.  But what 
Daniel says about them has spiritual application to believers today.  They are 
involved in a war (v. 21) and suffer persecution (v. 25), but they will receive 
the kingdom (v. 18) and reign with Christ (v. 27). 

When the course of world history depresses you, look at events from 
heaven’s point of view. 
pp. 564-5 
 
 
 
Jeremiah says: 
 
A FRIEND OF MINE TOLD ME ABOUT A FRANTIC call he received from a 
woman who had rented a house from him.  She was shrieking so loudly he 
could barely understand her.  “Get over here right away, they’re swarming all 
over the place.  It’s horrible, just horrible,” she wailed. 

When he arrived, he found the distraught woman sitting on the 
kitchen floor, surrounded by the foodstuffs she was placing in the cabinets.  
She was near hysteria and kept pointing at the base of the cupboards and 
crying, “There were millions of them, swarming all over my groceries.  When 
I turned on the light, they disappeared.”  The exterminator was called 
immediately to rid the place of the cockroaches. 

Satan is like the cockroaches.  He does not like to be revealed, and 
whenever someone turns the light on him, exposing his disguises, he takes 
cover.  But he will also try to attack the people who reveal his tactics and 
motives.  Even a stalwart like Daniel was disturbed by what he saw in his 
dream of the fourth beast. 
p. 145 
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Dubious Guidance from Scripture 
 
Two old friends met one day after many years.  One attended college and now 
was very successful.  The other had not attended college and never had much 
ambition, yet he still seemed to be doing well. 
 
Curious as to why, the college graduate asked his friend, “How has 
everything been going with you?” 
 
The less-educated, less ambitious man replied, “Well, one day, I opened my Bible 
at random, and dropped my finger on a page.  The word under my finger was oil.  
So, I invested in oil, and boy, did the oil wells gush.  Then I tried the same 
method again, and my finger stopped on the word gold.  So, I invested in gold, 
and those mines really produced.  Now, I'm as rich as Rockefeller.” 
 
The successful friend was so impressed that he rushed to his hotel, grabbed a 
Gideon Bible, flipped it open, and dropped his finger on a page.  When he 
opened his eyes, he saw that his finger rested on the words, “Chapter Eleven.” 
 

Citation: Van Morris, Mt. Washington, Kentucky 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 

Perspective Is Everything 
 
One company held an inter-office softball game held every year between the 
marketing and support staff. 
 
One year, the support staff whipped the marketing department soundly. 
 
The marketing department demonstrated how they earn their keep, by 
posting this memo on the bulletin board after the game: 
 

“The marketing department is pleased to announce that we came in 
second place in the recent softball season, after losing but one game all 
year.  The support department, however, had a rather dismal season, 
winning only one game.” 

 
Citation: www.cybersalt.org/cleanlaugh; submitted by Bill White, Paramount, California 

 
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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Newborns Desire to Be Held 
 
In Time magazine, Jeffrey Kluger pointed out how newborn babies display 
the need for affection we all feel. 
 

Of all the urges that drive us, it’s the passion to be held that makes 
itself known first.  If a baby is startled fresh from the womb, German 
pediatrician Ernst Moro discovered in 1918, its arms will fly up and 
out, then come together in a desperate clutch. 
 
Holding is good, and floating free is bad—a lesson that’s not so much 
learned after birth as preloaded at the factory.  In fact, doctors have 
long known that babies who aren't held simply fail to thrive. 
 
Not surprisingly, it’s a need we never outgrow.  In one way or another, 
we spend the rest of our lives in a sort of sustained Moro clinch. 

 
Citation: Jeffrey Kluger, "The Power of Love," Time (1-19-04), p. 63;  

submitted by Ted De Hass, Bedford, Iowa 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 

Blow Dryer Slows Speeding Cars 
 
Dale Rooks, a school crossing guard in Florida, tried everything to get cars to 
slow down through the school zone.  But nothing worked . . . until he took a 
blow dryer and wrapped it in electrical tape, making it look like a radar gun. 
 
Dale just points the thing at cars, and it’s incredible how quickly they hit the 
brakes. 
 
“It’s almost comical,” Dale says.  “It’s amazing how well it works.” 
 

Citation: The Connection newsletter, ChristianityToday.com (9-8-04);  
submitted by Jennifer M. Scott, Carol Stream, Illinois 

 
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(Strength For Today by John F. MacArthur) Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books / 
Good News. Copyright – John F. MacArthur, 1997.  

 
Someone has said, “You can’t change the past, but you can ruin a 

perfectly good present by worrying about the future.”  Worry does ruin the 
present, but even more important for the believer is to recognize that worry is 
sin.  Let’s look at why that is so. 

Worry means you are striking out at God.  Someone might say, “Worry 
is a small, trivial sin.”  But that’s not true.  More important than what worry 
does to you is what it does to God.  When you worry, you are saying in effect, 
“God, I just don’t think I can trust You.”  Worry strikes a blow at God’s 
integrity and love for you. 

Worry means you are disbelieving Scripture.  You can say, “I believe in 
the inerrancy of Scripture.  I believe in the verbal, plenary inspiration of 
every word,” and then just live your life worrying.  You are saying you believe 
the Bible, but then worry about God fulfilling what He says in it. 

Worry means you are being mastered by circumstances.  Let the truths 
of God’s Word, not your circumstances, control your thinking.  By worrying, 
you make the circumstances and trials of life a bigger issue than your 
salvation.  If you believe God can save you from eternal Hell, also believe He 
can help you in this world as He has promised. 

Worry means you are distrusting God.  If you worry, you’re not 
trusting your Heavenly Father.  And if you’re not trusting Him, perhaps it’s 
because you don’t know Him well enough.  Study God’s Word to find out who 
He really is and how He has been faithful to supply the needs of His people in 
the past.  Doing so will help give you confidence for the future.  Allow His 
Word to indwell you richly so that you aren’t making yourself vulnerable to 
Satan’s temptations to worry. 
(August 24) 
 
 
From our first verse, verse 15, and our last verse, verse 28, we have learned 
of DANIEL’S RESPONSE to what he has seen.  It is FIVE-FOLD.  He is: 
 
 1. “TROUBLED IN SPIRIT,” 
 
 2. “DISTURBED,” 
 
 3. “DEEPLY TROUBLED,” 
 
 4. “[HIS] FACE TURNED PALE,” and 
 
 5. “[HE] KEPT THE MATTER TO [HIMSELF].” 
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v. 16 I approached one of those standing there and asked him the true 
meaning of all this.  So he told me and gave me the interpretation of 
these things: 

 
 
Because Daniel does not fully comprehend all that is going on, he approaches 
“ONE OF THOSE STANDING THERE.”  We learn later that it is one of the 
ANGELS. 
 
 
His QUESTION is what is: 
 
 “THE TRUE MEANING OF ALL THIS?” 
 
 
The RESULT of his request is given in the last phrase: 
 
 1. “SO HE TOLD ME” and 
 
 2. “HE . . . GAVE ME THE INTERPRETATION OF THESE THINGS.” 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 16: 
 

So I went up to one of those standing by and asked him the meaning of 
all this.  And he told me, interpreting the dream for me: 

p. 1596 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
. . . one of those standing nearby, apparently the angel later identified as 
Gabriel . . . to interpret the vision to him. 
p. 1351 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#14-Daniel 7_15-28.doc 

26 

Miller says: 
 
 In order to find an answer to his questions, the prophet “approached one 
of those standing there.”  Since angels were standing in the presence of the 
Ancient of Days ready to serve him . . . and since in the Bible angels often 
interpret visions for mortals . . . this probably was an angel, possibly Gabriel . . . 
p. 211 
 
 
 
Phillips & Vines say: 
 
Whatever natural shyness Daniel might have had of approaching a celestial 
being, and confessing his human inability to grasp the significance of the 
vision, he overcame it at once.  The desire to know far outweighed any false 
modesty or reluctance to admit ignorance that he might have had. 
p. 107 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
The visionary situation continues, for Daniel is able to approach one of those 
who stood there, i.e. one of the thousands of retainers waiting at court to be of 
service . . . and to ask for the meaning of what he has seen. 
p. 144 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
Whereas we say:  “And he told m and interpreted the things for me,” the 
Aramaic says:  “And he told me and caused me to know the interpretation of 
the things.”  Thus Daniel secured what he sought. 
p. 317 
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v. 17 ‘The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will rise from the earth. 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 17: 
 

 “‘These four huge animals,’ he said, ‘mean that four kingdoms 
will appear on earth. 

p. 1596 
 
 
These “FOUR GREAT BEASTS” then are “FOUR KINGDOMS.” 
 
 
These “FOUR KINGDOMS” have already been seen from a  
HUMAN PERSPECTIVE in Daniel 2 in the VISION OF THE MAN. 
 
 
Those “FOUR KINGDOMS” are: 
 
 BABYLON, 
 
 MEDIO-PERSIA, 
 
 GREECE, and 
 
 ROME. 
 
 
Time-wise, at the giving of this vision, we are very NEAR THE END OF THE 
FIRST of those kingdoms, the kingdom of BABYLON. 
 
 
 
Phillips & Vines say: 
 
The angelic being took him by the hand, as it were, and guided him through 
the maze. 
p. 107 
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Miller says: 
 
 The interpreter explained that the four beasts that came out of the sea 
were “four kingdoms that will rise from the earth.”  Here it is specified that 
the “sea” in v. 3 is symbolic of the “earth.” 
p. 211 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
In summary (vv. 17-18).  The angel tells Daniel the four beasts represent four 
kings “which shall arise out of the earth.”  The history of the four kings and 
their kingdoms is considered a unit, completed only when the last empire will 
be destroyed.  Thus, though different imagery is used, the empires described 
are the same as those in chapter 2—Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome. 

But ultimately, the “saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom” (v.18). 
p. 85 
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v. 18 But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will 
possess it forever—yes, for ever and ever.’ 

 
 
The word “BUT” is the CONTRAST to the FOUR KINGDOMS back in verse 17. 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 18: 
 

But eventually the holy people of the High God will be given the 
kingdom and have it ever after—yes, forever and ever.’ 

p. 1596 
 
 
“THE SAINTS OF THE MOST HIGH WILL”: 
 
 1. “RECEIVE THE KINGDOM” and 
 
 2. “WILL POSSESS [THE KINGDOM] FOREVER.” 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
This must be the fifth kingdom, the one just granted to the Son of Man (v. 14), 
the kingdom He will come to establish on earth.  The saints, the saved of all 
ages, will enter and enjoy to the full the time of Christ’s reign.  Their position is 
to be the opposite of what would be characteristic of the previous kingdoms, for 
then evil would dominate and evil men reign. 
p. 85 
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Miller says: 
 
 While v. 17 speaks concerning the kingdoms of humanity, this verse 
tells of the kingdom of God.  After the four empires run their course, “the 
saints [lit., “the holy ones”74] of the Most High75 will receive” the kingdom of 
God and possess it “forever—yes for ever and ever”(. . . “to the forever and to 
the forever of forevers”).  The eternality of this kingdom is expressed so 
emphatically that some argue the kingdom cannot be millennial.76  What it 
means, however, is that the kingdom cannot be confined to the millennium.  
As R. L. Saucy has written, especially in the Old Testament “the messianic 
kingdom is merged with the final eschatological picture of the new heaven 
and earth.”77 
 

74Some argue that this refers to angels (see notes on 7:14).  Cf. Collins, Daniel, Her, 
313-18.  Goldingay considers the angel view “marginally more likely” than the view that it 
refers to God’s people (adopted by the NIV), but he concludes that “Dan 7 is too allusive to 
enable us to decide with certainty whether the holy ones are celestial beings, earthly beings, 
or both” (Daniel, 178).  The view adopted by the NIV is defended in Poythress, “The Holy 
Ones of the Most High in Daniel VII,” 208-13; G. F. Hasel, “The Identity of ‘The Saints of the 
Most High’ in Daniel 7,” Bib 56 (1975): 173-92. 

75“Most High” is plural in the Aramaic, and Montgomery deems this a plural of 
“majesty” (Daniel, 308); Collins understands it as a plural of “manifestations” (Daniel, Her, 
312).  This is not surprising since all versions will agree that it refers to the one true God.  

76Young, Daniel, 157. 
77R. L. Saucy, The Case for Progressive Dispensationalism (Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1993), 288.  He also briefly gives reasons for the necessity of a millennium as “a 
temporary interval between the present, initial phase of the kingdom and its final 
consummation” (pp. 289-92). 
p. 211 
 
 
 
Phillips & Vines say: 
 

Elyon, the most high, was God, not so much as the creator of the 
universe but as the possessor of heaven and earth.  The title first occurs in 
Genesis 14:18.  It is Elyon who divided the nations their inheritance.  The 
title occurs thirty-six times. 
p. 108 
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Leupold says: 
 

This is the other major factor not to be lost sight of in interpreting the 
vision: the saints shall have a lasting kingdom.  The implied contrast is that 
the four kingdoms that preceded it are ephemeral; they shall attempt to 
achieve what by the grace of God the saints shall make a reality.  Their 
kingdoms are for a brief time; this one kingdom is for all time. 
p. 318 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
It is appropriate that God should be designated as “the Most High,” for He 
stands above all kings and has the disposition of kingdoms in His hands. 
p. 318 
 
 
 
He says finally: 
 
The heaviest emphasis rests upon the eternity of this new relationship.  It is 
absolutely eternal.  All things prior to this development were temporal.  This 
shall suffer no interruption or change. 
pp. 318-19 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
For the first time, reference is made to the “saints of the Highest One.”  This 
verse reveals that when the Son of Man takes the reins of government into 
His blessed hands, He will not rule alone.  The godly Israelites who have 
waited and longed for Messiah’s kingdom—Abraham, Moses, David, Daniel, 
and so many others—will reign along with Him.  In Matthew 19:28 the Lord 
Jesus revealed to his disciples that they, too, would sit on thrones and judge 
the twelve tribes of Israel. 
p. 92 
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Showers says: 
 
Second, the saints will not bring in or establish the future Kingdom of God.  
Instead, they will “receive” it.  It is God who will establish the Kingdom of 
God through His Messiah.  Messiah will be the King, and the saints will be 
subrulers under the King . . .  
p. 84 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
The Most High—the emphatic title of God in this prophecy, who delegates 
His power first to Israel; then to the Gentiles . . . when Israel fails to realize 
the idea of the theocracy; lastly, to Messiah, who shall rule truly for God, 
taking it from the Gentile world powers, whose history is one of continual 
degeneracy culminating in the last of the kings, Antichrist. 
p. 749 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
In the Book of Daniel, therefore, “the saints” refer to people of Israel—not to 
all Israel but to the believing remnant only.  That the church saints are not 
in view here is evident since Daniel does not refer to the church in any sense. 
p. 574 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#14-Daniel 7_15-28.doc 

33 

Gaebelein says: 
 
But there is a significant statement in verse 18, the Saints of the most High 
receiving the kingdom. 

Who are the Saints of the Most High?  The fact that the term “Most 
High” is in the plural and may also be translated with “The most high or 
heavenly places” has led some expositors to say that the Saints are the same 
who are seen in the Epistle to the Ephesians in which “the heavenly places” 
are repeatedly mentioned: in other words, the Saints which compose the 
church.  It is true the church will be with the Lord in Glory and “we shall 
reign over the earth,” but this does not necessarily mean that the Saints here 
represent the church.  There are other Saints besides “Church Saints.”  The 
Saints of whom Daniel was thinking were his own beloved people.  To that 
people is promised a kingdom in the days of the Messiah.  With Him, the 
Lord in Glory, there is a heavenly people, so as Messiah and the Son of Man 
in connection with the earth.  He has an earthly people, Saints which will 
receive and possess with Him that kingdom which will fill the whole earth.  
These Saints are the Godfearing Jews, who pass through the great 
tribulation and inherit the blessings and promises which God gave through 
their own prophets. 
p. 26 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 

In verse 18, the interpreter states that “the saints of the most High” 
shall take and possess the kingdom forever.  Although there has been 
considerable discussion as to the reference of “the saints,” it would seem to 
include the saved of all ages as well as the holy angels which may be 
described as “the holy ones” 
p. 172 
 
 
 
Pentecost says: 
 
The “elect” of verse 31 must have reference to the saints of that program with 
which God is then dealing, that is, Israel . . . 
p. 280 
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(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
Copyright – SCCT, 2003.  

 
Benedit Groeschel puts it this way:  “A saint is just a sinner who is more 
repentant than most of us.” 
p. 148 
 
 
 
(Come Thirsty: No Heart Too Dry for His Touch by Max Lucado) Nashville, 

TN: W Publishing Group, a Division of Thomas Nelson, Inc. Copyright 
– Max Lucado, 2004.  

 
Trust God’s love.  His perfect love.  Don’t fear he will discover your 

past.  He already has.  Don’t fear disappointing him in the future.  He can 
show you the chapter in which you will.  With perfect knowledge of the past 
and perfect vision of the future, he loves you perfectly in spite of both. 

Perfect love can handle your fear of judgment. 
p. 148 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary calls Daniel 7:18: 
 
The promise to Israel  
p. 1352 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
 After the destruction of the fourth beast at the Second Advent . . . The 
“saints” refer to the believing Jews . . . not to believers of the Church Age.  
The existence of the church in the present Age was nowhere revealed in the 
Old Testament.  The nation Israel has been set aside by divine discipline in 
the present “times of the Gentiles,” . . . The “saints” (believing Jews when 
Christ returns to earth) will enjoy the kingdom, the fulfillment of God’s 
promise to Israel. 
p. 1352 
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v. 19 Then I wanted to know the true meaning of the fourth beast, which was 
different from all the others and most terrifying, with its iron teeth 
and bronze claws—the beast that crushed and devoured its victims and 
trampled underfoot whatever was left. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 19: 
 

 “But I wanted to know more.  I was curious about the fourth 
animal, the one so different from the others, the hideous monster with 
the iron teeth and the bronze claws, gulping down what it ripped to 
pieces and trampling the leftovers into the dirt. 

p. 1596 
 
 
Daniel says that his NEXT REQUEST was: 
 

“[HE] WANTED TO KNOW THE TRUE MEANING OF THE 
FOURTH BEAST.” 

 
 
He then has FIVE THINGS to say about this “BEAST”: 
 
 1. “WHICH WAS DIFFERENT FROM ALL THE OTHERS,” 
 
 2. “WHICH WAS . . . MOST TERRIFYING WITH ITS IRON TEETH,” 
 
 3. “MOST TERRIFYING WITH ITS . . . BRONZE CLAWS,” 
 
 4. “THE BEAST THAT CRUSHED AND DEVOURED ITS  
  VICTIMS,” and 
 
 5. “TRAMPLED UNDERFOOT WHATEVER WAS LEFT.” 
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Phillips & Vines say: 
 

When the empire begins to take shape again, it will be in the form of a 
confederacy, a union of ten “kings,” or heads of state.  The shadow of this coming 
union lies across western Europe today, as we have seen.  But the ten kings are 
still kings, each hanging on to a sphere and measure of sovereignty.  That is the 
inherent weakness of the Common Market countries today.  They cannot bring 
themselves to take the final step, surrender all individual sovereignty, accept 
total federation, and become one as, for instance, the United States of America.  
Nor will they until the antichrist, the little horn, comes. 
pp. 108-9 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
 Having received a general explanation of the four beasts, Daniel 
expressed his special interest in the fourth beast . . . and was given additional 
information about him . . . Daniel’s interest arose because this creature was 
“different” from the others, primarily in its power, which greatly surpassed 
that of the previous three kingdoms.  A detail found here not mentioned 
before is that this ferocious animal had “bronze claws.”  Metal claws could 
tear a victim to shreds and further signifies the tremendous destructive 
power of the empire symbolized by this beast. 
p. 212 
 
 
 
Young says: 
 
[Daniel] is particularly interested in making sure (ascertaining) the meaning of the 
fourth beast.  One detail is here added, namely, that the beast had claws of brass. 
p. 158 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 

The description of the final ruler as one that ruthlessly “crushed and 
devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left . . . was 
characteristic of the Roman Empire historically and was here applied to its 
final form when it comes to the status of a world dictatorship in the last 
three-and-a-half years before the Second Coming. 
p. 233 
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v. 20 I also wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and about the 
other horn that came up, before which three of them fell—the horn 
that looked more imposing than the others and that had eyes and a 
mouth that spoke boastfully. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 20: 
 

And I wanted to know about the ten horns on its head and the other 
horn that sprouted up while three of the original horns were removed.  
This new horn had eyes and a big mouth and spoke arrogantly, 
dominating the other horns. 

p. 1596 
 
 
Revelation 13:1, 2 
 

And he stood on the sand of the seashore.  And I saw a beast coming up 
out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns 
were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.  And 
the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those 
of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion.  And the dragon gave 
him his power and his throne and great authority. 

 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
The last stage of the Roman Empire, described here as the ten-horn stage 
and becoming a world empire, has never been fulfilled.  In fact, the whole 
present age intervenes between the Roman Empire and this future world 
empire, a factor characteristic of the Old Testament in revealing the future.  
The present age is passed over in its foreview. 
p. 234 
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Phillips & Vines say: 
 

Daniel wanted to know more about him.  This “little horn” is known by 
various names.  He is called “the Assyrian” (Isaiah 14:25), “the prince that 
shall come” (Daniel 9:26), “the man of sin” (2 Thessalonians 2:3), “a king of 
fierce countenance” (Daniel 8:23), “a vile person” (Daniel 11:21), “the willful 
king” (Daniel 11:36), that “Wicked” or “the lawless one” (2 Thessalonians 2:8), 
“a beast” (Revelation 13:1), “antichrist” (1 John 2:18).  We are told much 
about him in scripture. 
p. 109 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
By its cunning and blasphemy, this little horn will be able to displace three of 
the other horns and usurp their power and prestige.  Then it will feel itself 
capable of asserting its preeminence over all the other horns, as well. 
p. 93 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 

One of the most popular indoor sports of theologians is to try to 
identify the Antichrist, spoken of by Daniel and by the apostle John.  I have 
had people take me out to lunch and try to guide me through a study in 
gematria, which is a method of interpreting the Scripture by equating a 
person’s name with numbers.  Since the Antichrist is given the number 666 
in Revelation 16:18, there is a formula by which some try to equate the 
numbers to letters and find out who the fellow is.  Here are the rules you 
have to follow if you want to make the formula work.  First, if the proper 
name doesn’t work, add a title.  Second, if it doesn’t work in English, try 
Hebrew, Greek, or Latin.  Third, if none of these work, cheat on the spelling.  
That way you can make anybody the Antichrist. 
p. 146 
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David Jeremiah says further: 
 

I don’t know who the Antichrist is, but I do know what he is.  From the 
time of Daniel and the Babylonian kingdom to the end of human government 
when Christ the King returns, God gives us the whole scheme of things to 
come and descriptions of this infamous individual. 
p. 147 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 
. . . “Nearly all Post-millennialists, A-millennialists, Pre-millennialists unite 
in affirming that the Man of Sin of Paul and the Antichrist and the first 
Beast of John are the same as this ‘little horn’ of Daniel seven” (Culver 131). 
p. 207 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 

The Work of the Little Horn.  Having ascertained who is represented 
by this little horn, the head and leader of the revived Roman Empire, let us 
see what his satanic work will be.  We find exactly five things mentioned: 

(1)  He shall subdue three kings.  He will do away with three of the 
kingdoms, so that seven are left. 

(2)  He shall speak great words against the most High.  He is a wicked  
one blaspheming God and defying His Word.  He will suit perfectly apostate 
Christendom with its higher critics and sneering infidels, who deny inspiration, 
prophecy and miracles. 

(3)  He makes war with the Saints and prevails against them.  Under his 
regime those who still hold to God and His Word will suffer great persecution. 

(4)  He shall wear out the Saints of the most High.  The Jewish remnant 
especially will be the object of his satanic hatred. 

(5)  He thinks of changing times and laws.  This was done during the 
great French revolution.  It will be done on a larger scale by the little horn.  
He will overthrow all existing order and laws, therefore he is the lawless one.  
The times and laws will be given into his hands, not the Saints of the most 
High, as some expositors have stated. 
p. 90 
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Dyer says: 
 

The world desperately wants “a peace to end all peace.”  And that 
desire will someday prompt people to give up personal freedom and follow a 
strong leader who will rise up ad promise to lead the world toward peace.  
The Bible predicts the rise of a man who is going to promise peace and yet 
plunge the world into a time of evil and war unparalleled in history.  Events 
since September 11 can provide psychological insight into how this future 
Antichrist will arise . . . and how an unsuspecting world will follow him. 
p. 16 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

The iron fist.  The first characteristic activity that helps identify the 
Antichrist is that he comes wielding an iron fist.  In Daniel 7 the prophet 
describes a vision of four beasts climbing out of the sea.  Each beast represents 
one of the four Gentile powers that would rule over Israel and the Jewish people 
during the times of the Gentiles.  The first was Babylon, the second Medo-
Persia, the third Greece, and the fourth Rome.  The Roman Empire was, in fact, 
ruling at the time of Christ’s first coming.  Though Christ offered the kingdom to 
Israel, His offer was rejected.  The establishment of Israel’s kingdom now awaits 
Christ’s second coming.  But since Daniel predicted that this fourth empire was 
to be in power when the Son of Man begins his kingdom, many believe that the 
Roman Empire must be reconstituted.  It must return in some form so that it is 
in existence at the time of Christ’s second coming. 
p. 22 
 
 
 
Swindoll, Walvoord & Pentecost say: 
 

I doubt if there has ever been a time when people were not curious 
about the Antichrist.  People in every generation have wondered who the 
Antichrist is, and they have picked out various individuals in their 
generation and speculate as to whether they could be the Antichrist. 
p. 81 
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David Jeremiah says: 
 

Antichrist will be the embodiment of everything Satan ever wanted in 
this life.  He will be the deceiver of all human deceivers, and the Bible says 
his deception will be so powerful that, if it were possible, he would deceive 
even the elect. 

That’s where this long road of satanic deception is headed, and we are 
even now merging onto that broad highway.  As we move toward the time 
when the Lord Jesus comes back, we will see increasingly more of this 
deception.  First Timothy 4:1 plainly tells us that this deception will grow:  
“The Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the 
faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons.” 

I believe we are living on the edge of the latter times.  Already the 
spirit of deception is rampant among us.  But let us not forget that in the 
midst of the problem, there is Jesus!  In the midst of the deception, there is 
the living, victorious, eternal Truth.  In the midst of the great seduction of 
our times, there is the absolute, rock-solid person of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the One Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
p. 41 
 
 
 
Dyer says: 
 
God’s prophetic clock will begin ticking when a world ruler, called in various 
places the prince, the antichrist, or the beast, makes a seven-year treaty with 
the nation of Israel (Daniel 9:27).  In some way this treaty will guarantee 
Israel’s peace and safety and will provide an apparent solution to the Arab-
Israeli conflict in the Middle East. 

This leader will arise from the remnants of the Roman Empire, probably 
Europe or the area of the Mediterranean basin.  He will control an empire of 
ten nations and will dominate the world through military power2.  But the 
peace with Israel will be shattered midway through the seven years.  The 
leader will arrive in Israel, enter the temple (which will have been rebuilt by 
the Jews), and declare himself to be God.3  A statue of this man will be erected 
in the temple, and everyone will be ordered to bow down to the image.4 

The construction of the statue marks a turning point.  For the first 
three and a half years Israel will enjoy a state of relative peace, protected by 
her treaty with this world ruler.  But for the final three and a half years, this 
false messiah will turn his worldwide empire against the Jews.  Unleashing a 
hatred even worse than Hitler’s, the antichrist will devote his energies to 
eradicating God’s people.5  He will not be stopped until Christ returns to 
earth to rescue his people and reestablish his rule over the nations.6 
pp. 166-7 
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v. 21 As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints and 
defeating them, 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 21: 
 

I watched as this horn was making war on God’s holy people and 
getting the best of them. 

p. 1596 
 
 
Revelation 6:9-11 
 

And when He broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls 
of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of 
the testimony which they had maintained; and they cried out with a 
loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, wilt Thou refrain 
from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”  
And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told 
that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their 
fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they 
had been, should be completed also.  

 
 
It brings us comfort to RETURN to verse 18 and read the ULTIMATE OUTCOME 
of all of this: 
 

“But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will 
possess it forever—yes, for ever and ever.’” 

 
 
 
Dyer says: 
 
The current war against terrorism illustrates how such an event could take 
place.  Since September 11, the power and might of the United States has 
been amassed against a group that is united because of its common religious 
beliefs.  The war on terrorism is not a war against Islam, yet all the 
individuals targeted share that religious system in common.  The Antichrist 
could very well use similar statements to mask the fact that he will be using 
his power against a group that shares common religious beliefs.  And there 
will be many who will lose their lives at that time. 
p. 23 
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Phillips & Vines say: 
 

He “shall wear out the saints of the most High.”  Millions of people will 
be saved after the rapture of the church (Revelation 7).  They will not be in 
the church, of course; the church is made up of those who trust Christ 
between Pentecost and the rapture, people who are baptized by the Holy 
Spirit into the mystical body of Christ . . . They will, however, be in the 
kingdom, which is why the post-rapture gospel is called “the gospel of the 
kingdom” . . . There will be a second “Pentecost” after the rapture.  What 
happened on the church’s day of Pentecost was only a partial fulfillment of 
Joel’s prophecy . . . 

After the rapture God will raise up two extraordinary witnesses, armed 
with miraculous powers . . . These will witness primarily to the Jews, of whom 
144,000 will be saved, sealed, and sent forth to evangelize those untold millions 
of humankind who are still untold.  They will reach “a great multitude, which 
no man [can] number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues” 
(Revelation 7:9).  It is against these late converts and against the Jewish 
people that the antichrist will now turn his hate and spite. 
p. 111 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
 Now a detail of utmost seriousness for the people of God is disclosed—
the horn “was waging war against the saints and defeating them.”  The fact 
that the little horn would successfully persecute believers had not been 
expressed previously . . . and Daniel certainly would have been concerned 
about this aspect of the vision. 
pp. 212-13 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
It should be noted that Rome will again be a world power under Antichrist.  
We are told in Revelation 13:7—“And it was given unto him to make war with 
the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, 
and tongues, and nations.”  This will be a brief period in the last part of the 
Great Tribulation . . . The church will be removed before the Tribulation 
begins. 
p. 575 
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McGee says further: 
 

The Roman Empire is to be put together again, and the Antichrist will 
be the one to do it.  He will march to world power and will become the world 
ruler.  We are told he will blaspheme the God of heaven: “And he opened his 
mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, 
and them that dwell in heaven” (Rev. 13:6). 
p. 575 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
So antichrist is described as making war with the saints, and overcoming 
them for a time . . . 
p. 661 
 
 
 
Jeremiah says: 
 

As we read through the Scripture, we find many names for the 
Antichrist and unless we know them, it is easy to get confused.  In the 
seventh chapter of Daniel he is called “the little horn,” which is a phrase used 
to describe power and authority.  The eighth chapter calls him “the king of 
fierce countenance,” and in chapter 9 he is “the prince that shall come.”  
Later, Daniel says he is “the willful king.” 
p. 147 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

In the New Testament he is called “the abomination of desolation,” the 
“second beast,” the Antichrist.  Many names and many disguises are 
attributed to Satan’s progeny. 
p. 148 
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Jeremiah says finally: 
 

In the thirteenth chapter of Revelation, which is the comparative study to 
the seventh chapter of Daniel, it says, “And there was given unto him a mouth 
speaking great things” (Rev. 13:5 KJV).  In fact, a little later on in the program 
of the Antichrist, he establishes a great image that everybody is supposed to 
worship, and even this image speaks.  Some people think he does it through 
ventriloquism, some think it is demon possession, but whatever it is, this man 
has great oratorical power.  He will be able to stand in front of television 
cameras or before audiences of thousands and move the masses to follow him. 
p. 148 
 
 
 
(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by E. V. Hill) 

Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers. Copyright – E. V. Hill, 2003.  
 
This is a tough world, and (I’ve said this before and I’ll say it again) if you 
can’t take it, you can’t make it.  And if you can’t make it, there’s not too many 
people who will care. 
p. 20 
 
 

Thank God, though, that’s not all.  There’s something else in this 
contract.  He said, “Lo, I am with you always[s]” (Matthew 28:20).  That’s my 
picker-upper, that’s my high, and though I may be in the valley, or on the 
mountaintop, if Jesus goes with me I’ll go anywhere. 

It is not mine to question the judgments of my Lord, it is but mine to 
follow the leading of His Word.  But if to go or stay, or whether here or there, 
I’ll be with my Savior, content anywhere. 

Thank God if it’s in the lion’s den, there’s no depression.  If it’s in the 
fiery furnace, there’s no depression.  Even if it’s on a hill called Calvary, 
there’s no depression.  If I have possessions, I’m fine, or if I have nothing, I’m 
fine.  I’m satisfied with Jesus alone. 
p. 30 
 
 
 
(Beauty Beyond the Ashes: Choosing Hope After Crisis by Cheryl 

McGuinness with Lois Rabey) West Monroe, Louisiana: Howard 
Publishing. Copyright – Cheryl McGuinness, 2004.  

 
As I’ve learned—and as I’m still learning—with Jesus there is always 

a way through even the most difficult circumstances. 
p. 20 
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God Works Out Salvation Through Suffering 
 
Suffering is not evidence of God’s absence, but of God’s presence, and it is in 
our experience of being broken that God does his surest and most 
characteristic salvation work. 
 
There is a way to accept, embrace, and deal with suffering that results in a 
better life, not a worse one, and more of the experience of God, not less. 
 
God is working out his salvation in our lives the way he has always worked it 
out—at the place of brokenness, at the cross of Jesus, and at the very place 
where we take up our cross. 
 

Citation: Eugene H. Peterson, adapted from Foreword of Alan E. Nelson, Embracing 
Brokenness: How God Refines Us Through Life's Disappointments (NavPress, 2002) 

 
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 

God in the Storm 
 
You think it is spiritually important to have free time to be alone with God; 
but I tell you, you will really get closer to him by embracing the Cross in your 
life, and not always seeking to experience tender moments in the presence of 
God.  When the torrential floods of daily business sweep you away, just let 
yourself be carried off with no regret.  Don’t you know you will find God in 
this torrent, too? 
 

Citation: Fenelon, The Seeking Heart (Library of Spiritual Classics, Vol. 4), p.22 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(In Every Pew Sits A Broken Heart by Ruth Graham) Grand Rapids, 
Michigan: Zondervan. Copyright – Ruth Graham, 2004.  

 
He knows the way I take.  God knew what was happening in my life, 

and he knew what I would do.  Though mine would be an unfamiliar path—a 
way I did not know—God would be there with me; I would not travel alone.  I 
thought of my three foundational principles:  God loved me.  He would lead 
me.  He would bring good out of my circumstances. 
p. 76 
 
 
 
(Age Doesn’t Matter Unless You’re a Cheese by Kathryn & Ross Petras) New 

York, NY: Workman Publishing. Copyright – Kathryn & Ross Petras, 
2002.  

 
As an old man, looking back on one’s life, it’s one of the things that strikes 
you most forcibly—that the only thing that’s taught one anything is suffering.  
Not success, not happiness, not anything like that.  The only thing that really 
teaches one what life’s about—the joy of understanding, the joy of coming in 
contact with what life really signifies—is suffering, affliction.  

JOURNALIST MALCOLM MUGGERIDGE  
p. 167 
 
 
 
(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom) Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell. 

Copyright – Corrie ten Boom, 1977, 2003.  
 
But I also know that with Jesus the worst can happen, the best remains, and 
his light is stronger than the deepest darkness. 
p. 91 
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(Why? Trusting God When You Don’t Understand by Anne Graham Lotz) 
Nashville, TN: W Publishing / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Anne 
Graham Lotz, 2004.  

 
Why would God allow 110 fathers of unborn children to perish in the 

collapse of the Twin Towers on September 11, 2001? 
Why would God withhold children from godly parents and give them to 

a mother who would bash in their heads with a rock or drown them in a 
bathtub? 

Why would God allow thousands of people to lose their pensions 
because of greedy corporate executives who are padding their own retirement 
fortunes? 

Why would God allow men, in His Name, to abuse innocent children . . . 
and continue in ministry? 

Why would God allow politicians, athletes, entertainers, and other 
celebrities to profit from their sin?  And increase their profits as they openly 
flaunt their immorality and wickedness? 

Why would God allow the kidnapping of innocent babies and children 
for the perverted pleasure of some pedophile? 

Why do the young die? 
Why do the godly perish? 

Why do the wicked prosper? 
What, or who, has… 

  Turned on the tap of your tears, 
       and tossed you in your bed at night, 
and preoccupied your waking thoughts, 

 and blackened your hopes for the future, 
and broken your heart, 

and wrenched an agonized “Why?” from your trembling lips? 
p. 14-15 
 
 
 

Trust me!  It ain’t over yet! 
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(The Life You’ve Always Wanted by John Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. Copyright – John Ortberg, 1997, 2002.  

 
Suffering always changes us, but it does not necessarily change us for 

the better.  In his book A Grace Disguised, Gerald L. Sittser, who lost his 
wife, his mother, and a daughter in a head-on collision, poignantly writes of 
the struggle to make sense of tragedy: 
 

Loss creates a barren present, as if one were sailing on a vast sea of 
nothingness.  Those who suffer loss live suspended between a past for 
which they long and a future for which they hope.  They want to return 
to the harbor of the familiar past and recover what was lost. . . . Or 
they want to sail on and discover a meaningful future that promises to 
bring them life again. . . . Instead, they find themselves living in a 
barren present that is empty of meaning. 

p. 211 
 
 
 
(When the Enemy Strikes: The Keys to Winning Your Spiritual Battles by 

Charles F. Stanley) Nashville, TN: Nelson Books. Copyright – Charles 
F. Stanley, 2004.  

 
The story is told of a little boy who came into his mother’s kitchen and 

announced to her, “That was a good fight.” 
The mother looked at her little boy.  His shirt was torn and dirty; his 

jeans were ripped at the knee; he had a black eye and a big scrape on his 
elbow.  “What was so good about it?”  she asked. 

He replied, “I won.” 
The Bible tells us that we are to fight the good fight of our faith.   

(See 1 Timothy 6:12.) 
What makes it a good fight? 
We are on the winning side. 
In any conflict with the enemy of our souls, we must remember at all 

time—the devil is a defeated foe; Jesus is the Victor. 
“But,” you may say, “I’d rather not fight.  I’d rather avoid a conflict.” 
We should miss every fight we possibly can.  At the same time, we 

must recognize that we cannot sidestep some issues.  Some situations and 
difficulties are cast upon us without any cause, desire, or provocation on our 
part. 
p. 21 
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(American Soldier by General Tommy Franks with Malcolm McConnell) New 
York, NY: Regan Books. Copyright – Tommy Franks, 2004.  

 
Success in the campaign ahead would depend more on character, sense 

of purpose, and values—the nation’s, the President’s, my own, and the 
troops’—than on raw military power. 
p. xvii 
 
 
In war, it is necessary that commanders be able to delay their emotions until 
they can afford them. 
p. 99 
 
 
 

Hearers Only, Not Doers 
 
Among the plastic saints of our times Jesus has to do all the dying and all we 
want is to hear another sermon about His dying. 
 

Citation: A.W. Tozer, “Three Faithful Wounds” pamphlet. Christianity Today, Vol. 41, no. 5. 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(31 Days of Power: Learning to Live in Spiritual Victory by Ruth Myers with 

Warren Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers, 2003.  
 

Father in heaven, I lift up my heart to You as the gracious and 
almighty Ruler of all things everywhere.  How grateful I am that You have 
given us the powerful weapons of prayer and praise to help win victories over 
our spiritual enemies. 

Thank You that prayer and praise give me constant opportunities to be 
on active duty in the spiritual war that surrounds us.  How glad I am, my 
King and my God, that through prayer I can influence You to command 
victories near and far—in my own life and service, in the lives of those 
around me, and in those laboring for You in the far corners of the earth.  
Through prayer and praise I can help them be strong in faith and bold in 
their witness even when Satan seeks to sift them as wheat.  What a privilege 
this is! 
p. 14 
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(31 Days of Power: Learning to Live in Spiritual Victory by Ruth Myers with 
Warren Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers, 2003.  

 
In this continuing war against Satan, enable me to fulfill the purposes You 
have for me, both small and great—through prayer. 
p. 21 
 
 
 

When You Lose Your Barbie Lunch Box 
 
I was trying to console my six-year-old daughter, who had lost her new 
Barbie lunch box on the way home from school. 
 
“But it’s only material,” I said, “And God doesn’t want us to get caught up 
with material things.” 
 
Through her sobs, she revealed her broken heart.  “But it’s not material, it’s 
plastic!” 
 

Citation: Barbara Jones, “Kids of the Kingdom,” Christian Reader (March/April 2002) p. 8 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
I find my mind directed toward: 
 
1 Peter 5:6-11 
 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He 
may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety upon Him, 
because He cares for you.  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your 
adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same 
experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who 
are in the world.  And after you have suffered for a little while, the God 
of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself 
perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  To Him be dominion 
forever and ever.  Amen.  
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v. 22 until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the 
saints of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the 
kingdom. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 22: 
 

But then The Old One intervened and decided things in favor of the 
people of the High God.  In the end, God’s holy people took over the 
kingdom. 

p. 1596 
 
 
The little word “UNTIL” ought to bring us a lot of COMFORT. God is still in 
control in the midst of our suffering.  His sovereignty prevails even in the 
midst of the storm. 
 
 
I have written in my notes: 
 

IT AIN’T OVER TILL IT’S OVER! 
 
 
Psalm 30:5 
 

For his anger lasts only a moment, 
but his favor lasts a lifetime; 

weeping may remain for a night, 
but rejoicing comes in the morning. 

 
 
Verse 22 TAKES US BACK to verse 18: 
 

“But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will 
possess it for ever—yes, for ever and ever.’” 
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“THE ANCIENT OF DAYS” TAKES US BACK earlier in the passage in our 
previous study when we read in: 
 
Daniel 7:9, 10 
 

 As I looked, “thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took 
his seat.  His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was 
white like wool.  His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were 
all ablaze. A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him.  
Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten 
thousand stood before him.  The court was seated, and the books were 
opened. 

 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
“The Ancient of days” is Christ; He is the only One Who is going to be able to 
put down Antichrist. 

“The saints.”  Again, we are not talking about New Testament saints—
this is the Old Testament.  Let the Bible say what it wants to say and don’t 
try to make it fit your little jigsaw puzzle of doctrine. 
p. 575 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 22: 
 

But then The Old One intervened and decided things in favor of the 
people of the High God.  In the end, God’s holy people took over the 
kingdom. 

p. 1596 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
 The saints are no match for Satan and his evil representative, the 
Antichrist, and the little horn will continue his persecution until the Ancient 
of Days comes and renders a just decision on behalf of the saints.  This just 
decision is that the horn is worthy of punishment (guilty), but the saints are 
worthy of blessing (innocent).  When Christ returns, the saints will rule with 
him (“possessed the kingdom”). 
p. 213 
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Young says: 
 
Luther’s hymn well expresses this truth: 
 

“Did we in our own strength confide 
Our striving would be losing, 
Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He! 
Lord Sabaoth His Name, 
From age to age the same, 
And he must win the battle.” 

pp. 158-9 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
Ancient of days came—The title applied to the Father in vs. 13 is here 
applied to the Son; who is called “the everlasting Father” (Isa. 9:6).  The 
Father is never said to come”; it is the Son who comes. 
p. 749 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 

But it only “seemed” to do so.  For v. 11 had already indicated that the 
court, presided over by the Ancient of Days, had been convened for the very 
purpose of taking the case of the horn in hand, and that the beast was slain 
and its body destroyed.  With the beast of course went the horn.  By stating 
the case thus the writer indicates that he was interested in both the 
persecution caused by the horn as well as in the destruction of the horn. 
p. 321 
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(Brokenness: The Heart God Revives by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL: 
Moody Press. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2002.  

 
It is a wonder what God can do with a broken heart, 

if He gets all the pieces. 
—SAMUEL CHADWICK 

p. 29 
 
 
 
(Among the Heroes: United Flight 93 & the Passengers & Crew Who Fought 

Back by Jere Longman) New York, NY: HarperCollins. Copyright – 
Jere Longman, 2002.  

 
The hijackers had failed in their mission, Ridge said.  “They did not 

destroy our spirit, they rekindled it.  They did not destroy our patriotism.  
They did not—and we will not let them—take away our way of life.” 

By fighting back against the hijackers, the passengers and crew 
“undoubtedly saved hundreds, if not thousands, of lives in the process.” 

“They sacrificed themselves for others—the ultimate sacrifice,” . . . 
p. 239 
 
 
 
(Come Thirsty: No Heart Too Dry for His Touch by Max Lucado) Nashville, 

TN: W Publishing Group, a Division of Thomas Nelson, Inc. Copyright 
– Max Lucado, 2004.  

 
As John Oxenham wrote in 1913: 
 

GOD’S HANDWRITING 
He writes in characters too grand 
For our short sight to understand; 
We catch but broken strokes, and try 
To fathom all the mystery 
Of withered hopes, of death, of life, 
The endless war, the useless strife,— 
But there, with larger, clearer sight, 
We shall see this—His way was right.3 

 
3.  John Oxenham, Bees in Amber:  A Little Book of ThoughtfulVerse, The Project 

Gutenberg, http://www.gutenberg.net/etext06/8bees10.txt 
p. 98 
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(God: As He Longs For You To See Him by Chip Ingram) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Books. Copyright – Chip Ingram, 2004.  

 
“Students, the wisdom of God tells us that God will bring about the best 
possible results, by the best possible means, for the most possible people, for 
the longest possible time.” 
p. 128 
 
 
Our VERSE CONCLUDES with the phrase: 
 

“AND THE TIME CAME WHEN THEY POSSESSED THE 
KINGDOM.” 

 
 
For centuries we have been taught to pray: 
 
Matthew 6:9, 10 
 

“Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be 
Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, On earth as it is in 
heaven. 

 
 
GLORIOUS DAY OF MANIFESTATION AND REVELATION!   
 
 
OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ANSWERED! 
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v. 23 He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that 
will appear on earth.  It will be different from all the other kingdoms 
and will devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 23: 
 

 “The bystander continued, telling me this: ‘The fourth animal is 
a fourth kingdom that will appear on earth.  It will be different from 
the first three kingdoms, a monster kingdom that will chew up 
everyone in sight and spit them out. 

pp. 1596-7 
 
 
Revelation 13:7 
 

And it was given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome 
them; and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation 
was given to him.  

 
 
There are FOUR THINGS that are said about this “FOURTH KINGDOM” in 
verse 23: 
 
 1. “IT WILL BE DIFFERENT FROM ALL THE OTHER  
  KINGDOMS,” 
 
 2. “IT . . . WILL DEVOUR THE WHOLE EARTH,” 
 
 3. “[IT WILL DO THIS BY] TRAMPLING [THE EARTH] DOWN,” and 
 
 4. “CRUSHING IT.” 
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Miller says: 
 
 At last the angel prepared to interpret for Daniel the meaning of the 
fourth beast (v. 23), the ten horns (v. 24a), the little horn (vv. 24b-25), and the 
final kingdom (vv. 26-27).78 
 He began by explaining that the fourth beast to rise out of the sea  
(vv. 3, 7) represents a fourth kingdom that will come upon the earth.  This 
empire will be “different” in power and duration of its rule from the other 
kingdoms.  All resistance to its rule will be crushed.  Rome controlled most of 
the culturally advanced portions of the earth.79 
 
 78The NRSV sets vv. 23-27 in poetic stanza, but this passage does not seem to possess 
clear features of poetry and is best taken with the NIV as prose.  Baldwin observes, however, 
that the language is emphatic (Daniel, 145). 
 79The last two words in v. 23 . . . are alliterated to exaggerate the effect. 
p. 213 
 
 
 
Blair says: 
 

It is clear from the Scriptures that it was God’s plan that Rome was to 
have a threefold history.  The first has come and gone under the Caesars.  
The second is the present period while the Roman Empire is nonexistent.  
The third is yet to come.  The mighty empire will be re-established and 
controlled by ten powerful leaders.  Ultimately there will be one indomitable 
leader who will be more powerful than anyone who has ever ruled the earth.  
He will be distinguished easily by his brazen blasphemy and his bloodthirsty 
oppression. 
pp. 144-5 
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Showers says: 
 

In response to Daniel’s request, the angel stated that the fourth beast 
represented a fourth kingdom on the earth.  It would be different from the 
first three kingdoms.  This difference was due to its overwhelming 
destructive power.  As noted earlier, this kingdom was the Roman Empire. 

The angel indicated that the Roman Empire would pass through three 
stages of history.  The first stage could be called the beast or conquering 
stage (v. 23).  Rome would devour and crush a much greater area than the 
earlier three kingdoms would.  This first stage was descriptive of the ancient 
Roman Empire. 

The second stage could be called the ten horn or ten kingdom stage (v. 24).  
The angel declared that eventually ten kings would rise out of the fourth 
kingdom.  Since the ten horns were part of the fourth beast (v. 7), this meant 
that eventually the Roman Empire would have ten rulers or would consist of a 
ten nation confederation.  As noted in chapter two, since the ancient Roman 
Empire never consisted of a ten nation confederation, this form of the fourth 
kingdom must be future.  Sometime in the future the Roman Empire will be 
revived in the form of a ten nation confederation. 

The third stage of Rome’s history could be called the little horn or 
Antichrist stage (v. 24).  The angel stated that, after the ten nation 
confederation would be formed, an eleventh king would rise up.  Since he 
would rise up “among” the ten kings (v. 8), it appears that he would belong to 
the ten nation confederation.  This king would be different from the other ten 
in the following way: whereas the other ten kings would be content to be equals 
in their confederation, this king would not be content to be an equal.  He would 
be driven by the compulsion to be the chief ruler of the confederation. 
pp. 84-85 
 
 
 
Pentecost says: 
 
In gaining his authority three of the ten kings are overthrown.  (4)  This final 
authority over the empire is wielded by one who is marked by blasphemy, 
hatred of God’s people, disregard for established law and order, who will 
continue for three and one-half years (Dan. 7:26).  (5) This final form of world 
power will have world-wide influence (Dan. 7:23). 
p. 322 
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v. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom.  After 
them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will 
subdue three kings. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 24: 
 

The ten horns are ten kings, one after another, that will come from this 
kingdom.  But then another king will arrive.  He will be different from 
the earlier kings.  He will begin by toppling three kings. 

p. 1597 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
His persecution of Israel will take place in the Tribulation. 
p. 1353 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
 The ten horns are interpreted to be “ten kings” who will emanate from 
the fourth kingdom, Rome.  Since the Lord’s return puts an end to the rule of 
these horns, the ten kings must reign at the end of the present age.  They 
reign contemporaneously as one empire since all exist together, and this fact 
is expressly stated in Rev 17:12-13.  Daniel was predicting that out of the old 
Roman Empire will arise ten kings (or kingdoms) that will constitute a new 
phase of that empire at the end of the age. 
p. 213 
 
 
Revelation 17:12, 13 
 

“And the ten horns which you saw are ten kings, who have not yet 
received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings with the beast 
for one hour.  These have one purpose and they give their power and 
authority to the beast. 
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Miller says further: 
 
 The little horn (vv. 8, 11, 20-22) previously identified as a person is 
now interpreted as a king (ruler) of the last days.  He is called in Scripture, 
among other names, the “man of lawlessness” (2 Thess 2:3), the “Antichrist” 
(1 John 2:18), and the “beast” (Rev 13:1ff.). 
 Coming “after them” signifies that the empire will already have been 
formed by the first ten kings when Antichrist rises to his position of 
dominance over them.  The text does not mean that the new king (Antichrist) 
will originate from a separate nation from those symbolized by the ten horns, 
for the empire seems to remain a confederacy of ten after he comes to power. 
 Antichrist will be “different” from the other kings in that he will be 
greater in power, intelligence, and arrogance.  In the last days he will rule 
this confederation of nations (kings).  Evidently three80 of the ten kings 
(kingdoms) will resist his power and be conquered by force; the other nations 
will then submit to him.  These will continue to be separate nations but will 
come under Antichrist’s control. 
 
 80If the number ten represents completeness, then three would signify some kings. 
pp. 213-14 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
There are ten horns that come out of this fourth beast, and they denote the 
final form of the fourth kingdom.  Each of these kings represents a kingdom.  
An eleventh king, “the little-horn,” will arise.  He is going to be diverse from 
the others and will move to world power by subduing three of the kings.  He 
will actually become the dictator of the entire world.  This is the picture that 
is given to us in Revelation 13:7—“And it was given unto him to make war 
with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations.”  He is the Man of Sin, the Antichrist, 
and he is going to rule the world during the Great Tribulation Period, which 
is a period of seven years. 
p. 576 
 
 
We now understand the term ONE-WORLD ALLIANCE. 
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Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
A horn is an emblem of strength, so it comes to signify power and authority . . .  
and from thence it is applied to denote sovereignty or dominion . . . 
p. 661 
 
 
 
Sir Robert Anderson says: 
 
And the true King of Men must have an extraordinary combination of great 
qualities.  He must be “a scholar, a statesman, a man of unflinching courage 
and irrepressible enterprise, full of resources, and ready to look in the face a 
rival or a foe.”*  The opportunity too must synchronize with his advent.  But 
the voice of prophecy is clear, that the HOUR is coming, and the MAN. 
p. 191 
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v. 25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to 
change the set times and the laws.  The saints will be handed over to 
him for a time, times and half a time. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 25: 
 

Then he will blaspheme the High God, persecute the followers of the 
High God, and try to get rid of sacred worship and moral practice.  
God’s holy people will be persecuted by him for a time, two times, half 
a time. 

p. 1597 
 
 
There are FOUR THINGS that are said about this WORLD RULER in verse 25: 
 
 1. “HE WILL SPEAK AGAINST THE MOST HIGH,” 
 
 2. “HE WILL . . . OPPRESS HIS SAINTS,” 
 
 3. “HE WILL . . . TRY TO CHANGE THE SET TIMES AND THE  
  LAWS,” and 
 
 4. “THE SAINTS WILL BE HANDED OVER TO HIM FOR A  
  TIME, TIMES AND HALF A TIME.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
A time, times, and half a time . . . refer to the three and one-half years of the 
Great Tribulation . . . 
p. 1354 
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J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
The little horn is a blasphemer.  “And there was given unto him a mouth 
speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to 
continue forty and two months.  And he opened his mouth in blasphemy 
against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell 
in heaven” (Rev. 13:5-6). 
p. 576 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

The period of the little horn’s reign is of short duration:  “they shall be 
given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.” 

“Time” ............................................................................................. 1   year  
“Times” ............................................................................................ 2 years 
“Dividing of time” .......................................................................... ½ years 

 3 ½ years 
 
It is during the last three and one-half years of the Great Tribulation that he 
will reign over the earth . . . 
p. 576 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 

This madman will not only blaspheme God, but he will “oppress” the 
saints of the Most High.  “Oppress” is a translation of the Aramaic word 
yĕballē’, which literally means “to wear away” or “to wear out,” as one would 
wear out a garment.81  Believers will daily be harassed until their lives become 
miserable.  Religious freedom will be abolished . . . and economic pressure will 
be applied to force his subjects to follow him and reject religion . . . 
 

81BDB, 1084; cf. 115. 
p. 214 
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Miller says further: 
 
Denying religious liberty is characteristic of dictators . . . but Antichrit will go 
beyond what anyone has done before in his attempt to create a thoroughly 
secular world.  Even now there are those seeking to rid society of all vestiges 
of religion. 
p. 214 
 
 
 
Pentecost says: 
 
The head of this empire will be a blasphemer . . . a persecutor of the saints . . . 
who will continue for three and a half years . . . as the special enemy of God 
and God’s program with Israel. 
p. 318 
 
 
 
Showers says: 
 

Once this king comes to full power he will become very bold.  The angel 
indicated that he would do three things . . . 

First, he would “speak out against the Most High.”  He would 
blaspheme God.  In Daniel 11:36, where he was called “the king,” it was 
stated that he would “speak monstrous things against the God of gods.” 

Second, this king would wage war against the saints of God.  He would 
be able to persecute the believers of his time quite successfully . . . 

The third bold action of this king would be as follows:  he would 
“intend to make alterations in times and in law.”  God is the One who 
determined the times, such as day and night, days, seasons, years, the length 
of human lives, when nations and kings would exist and rule and when the 
Gentiles would dominate the world . . . He also is the One who determined 
moral law and natural law and instituted human government to bring law 
and order to society . . . Times and law are the instruments by which God 
regulates the affairs of man on earth. 
pp. 85-87 
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Blair says: 
 

The Antichrist will be operative especially during the seven-year 
tribulation period.  During the first three and a half years his strength will 
not be fully realized.  It may be that during this time he will be continuing in 
his rise to power.  But at the end of three and a half years his fury will be 
unleashed.  No one will be able to stand against this master of men.  Anyone 
who names the name of Jesus Christ will suffer unmercifully at his hand, for 
he “shall wear out the saints of the most High.”  There have been times when 
God’s people have been persecuted beyond measure, but throughout the 
history of the world this has usually occurred provincially rather than world-
wide.  There have been times when believers were hated and despised.  Their 
blood ran in the streets because of godless men seeking to destroy the 
testimony of Christ.  But when the little horn strikes he will bear no 
resemblance whatever to any other dictator.  He will attempt to destroy 
everything and everyone that bears even a favorable attitude toward Christ. 

Furthermore, the Antichrist will “change times and laws.”  He will 
inaugurate his own system of government.  Most of all, he will seek to dispose 
of the laws of God in an attempt to control the universe without any trace of 
divine intervention.  Every possible attempt will be made to abolish moral 
law.  It is almost impossible to imagine such conditions. 
p. 145 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 

The new features in regard to the Antichrist or the great horn that are 
found in this verse are first the fact that the “great things” spoken according 
to v. 8 are now found to be spoken “against the Most High.”  The Aramaic 
expression has an expressive phrase at this point; for “against” it uses a 
compound preposition letsadh, “at the side of.”  This indicates that in its own 
esteem the horn elevates itself as high as the Most High Himself. 
p. 323 
 
 
Isaiah 14:14 
 

I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the 
Most High.” 
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Young says: 
 
Thus he will try to wear out (consume, afflict, humble) the saints of the Most 
High.  His arrogance will be manifest in his intention to change times and 
law, “the foundations and main conditions, emanating from God, of the life 
and actions of men in the world” . . . 
p. 161 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
His arrogance and self-promotion will know no bounds.  He will oppose both 
God in heaven and man on earth, both the Lord and His saints.  He will seek 
to make alterations “in times and in law” in order to garner for himself the 
worship of mankind.  That is, he will advocate changing the times of the feast 
days of Israel, just as Jeroboam had done after the reign of Solomon (1 Kings 
12:28-33).  This idolater of the end time will try to eradicate the distinctive 
character of the worship of Israel. 
pp. 93-94 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
“And they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the 
dividing of time.”  The pronoun they embraces the saints, the times, and the 
laws just mentioned.  How long a time were they to be given into the hands of 
this power?  A time, as we have seen from chapter 4:23, is one year; two 
times, the least that could be denoted by the plural, two years, and the 
dividing of time, or half a time . . . half a year.  Gesenius also gives “. . . . 
Chald., a half.  Dan. 7:25.”  We thus have three years and a half for the 
continuance of this power. 
p. 184 
 
 
 
Lange, commenting on the phrase “TRY TO CHANGE THE SET TIMES 
AND THE LAWS”: 
 
. . . indicates that the impious king shall not merely endeavor to change the 
appointed times of these rites, but that he shall seek to abrogate the 
ceremonial observances of religion themselves . . . 
p. 161 
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This phrase certainly gives us a picture of what is going on in AMERICA 
today.  There are those who are trying to: 
 
 1.  REWRITE HISTORY, 
 
 2. TAKE GOD OUT OF EVERYTHING,  
 
 3. CHANGE MARRIAGE, and 
 
 4. DESTROY THE FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN THE  
  SEXUAL RELATIONSHIP. 
 
 
 
Dyer says: 
 

• The Antichrist will be a great world wide deceiver who will rise to 
power through the work of Satan. 
 

• The Antichrist will be a man of war who will come to power promising 
peace, especially peace in the Middle East. 
 

• The Antichrist will emerge from the area once ruled by the Roman 
Empire. 

p. 29 
 
 
 
Jeremiah says: 
 

He is also a cultic leader, a person who considers himself a religious 
man.  “He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to 
change the set times and the laws” . . . He wants to take over for God and is 
going to ask people to fall down and worship him.  Revelation 13:8 says, “All 
inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast.”  He will even try to change 
the moral and natural laws of the universe.  Some think he even does away 
with the seven-day week, which is a God-ordered time period.  He even tries 
to change the calendar and do away with all the religious feast days.  He tries 
to strip down everything that has anything to do with order and structure 
and rewrite the way the world should function.  He will eliminate all moral 
laws so that our society, which has some degree of values, will become 
completely lawless. 
p. 149 
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Jeremiah says further: 
 

In spite of the fact that this person is yet to appear, and he may be 
living today, polishing his skills until his time comes to appear, the Bible says 
that his spirit is already here.  “Every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus 
is not from God.  This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is 
coming and even now is already in the world” . . . Another warning says, 
“Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the 
antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come” . . . 

All the cultists and New Agers indicate to us that what John said was 
true.  The spirit of Antichrist is everywhere in the world today, and false 
messiahs are on every horizon. 
p. 151 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

John also tells us, “The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet 
like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion” . . . Remember the 
consecutive kingdoms that Daniel described?  Babylon was the lion, Medo-
Persia the bear, and Greece the leopard.  In other words, this beast combines 
the strength, brutality, and swiftness of these kingdoms.  He will be a 
Nebuchadnezzar-Cyrus-Caesar-Alexander, with some Hitler-Mao-Stalin 
bound together in one personality. 
p. 152 
 
 
 
He says finally: 
 

His control will be religious, political, and economic.  He will have 
everyone under his command, except those written in the Book of Life. 

We are called to attention by the apostle John when he writes, “He 
who has an ear, let him hear.”  Sit up and take notice!  “If anyone is to be 
killed with the sword, with the sword he will be killed.  This calls for patient 
endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints” . . . 

Although the reign of the Antichrist is worldwide and his dominion 
without peer, the end is in sight!  The Bible says that the Antichrist and his 
followers will come to war with Jesus Christ and His followers, and Christ 
will be the victor. 
p. 153 
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(Going For The Max! by Max Cleland) Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers; Copyright – Max Cleland, 1999  

 
“Don’t look at the sudden loss of a habit or way of life as the end of the 
road; see it instead as only a bend in the road; see it instead as only a 
bend in the road that will open up all sorts of interesting possibilities 
and new experiences.” 

Mary Pickford 
p. 16 
 
 

Elbert Hubbard, the marvelous American writer and philosopher at 
the turn of the century, once wrote that when we die and go to heaven, the 
Lord will not ask to see our medals.  He will ask to see our scars!  That’s 
powerful. 
p. 44 
 
 
President Kennedy on this.  When someone asked the former young naval 
officer how he became a war hero, Kennedy responded:  “Simple.  They sank 
my boat.” 

Simple for me too.  The grenade went off! 
My scars turned me into a “celebrity.”  Those scars helped open the 

doors for me in politics.  Valuable name recognition came from the celebrity 
status, and when I ran for the Georgia State Senate in 1970, it helped me win 
my first political race.  My scars had become my stars! 
p. 46 
 
 
As Henry Wadsworth Longfellow phrased it, “The lowest ebb is the turn of 
the tide.” 
p. 47 
 
 
 
(What’s Next?  God, Israel and the Future of Iraq by Charles H. Dyer) 

Chicago, IL: Moody Publisher. Copyright – Charles H. Dyer, 2004.  
 
In our wired age, al-Qaeda and their affiliates are recruiting would-be 
terrorists over the Web.  We cannot grow complacent; we cannot let our 
attention drift.  The terrorists are plotting acts of destruction throughout the 
world . . . 
p. 89 
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v. 26 But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely 
destroyed forever. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 26: 
 

 “But when the court comes to order, the horn will be stripped of 
its power and totally destroyed. 

p. 1597 
 
 
Revelation 19:20 
 

And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed 
the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the 
mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were 
thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.  

 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:8 
 

And then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay 
with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of 
His coming;  

 
 
Verse 26 TAKES US BACK to verses 9 & 10 in our previous study: 
 

“As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took 
his seat. . . . The court was seated, and the books were opened.” 

 
 
“THE COURT WILL SIT” and then “THE COURT” WILL ACT.   
 
 
Its ACTION will be TWO-FOLD: 
 
 1. “HIS POWER WILL BE TAKEN AWAY” and 
 
 2. “[HE WILL BE] COMPLETELY DESTROYED FOREVER.” 
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Blair says: 
 
 The little horn’s authority will be short-lived, for, as we see from this 
same chapter of Daniel, “the Ancient of days” will come and subdue the power 
of the “little horn.”  The little horn’s effort to control the earth will be sinful 
man’s final attempt to resist the Almighty, for at the end of the three and a 
half years of terrible tribulation Christ will come to reign as King of kings 
and Lord of lords.  There will be many who will quickly and willingly rally to 
the side of the “little horn,” hoping that he will provide deliverance.  But how 
sorrowful they will be when they discover that the “little horn” will be 
powerless and helpless before the Son of God.  Instead of finding refuge, they 
will be outcasts from God. 
p. 146 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 

Antichrist’s doom and the destruction of his empire are now set forth 
(v.26).  This judgment will occur at the end of the three and one-half year 
tribulation period when Jesus Christ returns from heaven with his holy 
angels.89  The “court” of God’s judgment will convene and pronounce the 
sentence of destruction upon Antichrist (cf. vv.9-10). 
p. 215 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
His dominion must be ended and he himself judged.  “The judgment shall 
sit”—this cannot be changed.  This judgment continues through the Great 
Tribulation and is consummated by the return of Christ to the earth to 
establish His kingdom . . . Thus will end “the times of the Gentiles” which 
began with Nebuchadnezzar and will continue until the return of Christ. 
p. 576 
 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 
God judges in the earth, both in wisdom and in equity.  The dominion of the  
enemy shall be taken away, v. 26.  All Christ’s enemies shall be made his footstool. 
p. 1095 
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David Jeremiah quotes from Revelation 19 and then has this to say: 
 

Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies 
gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and his 
army.  But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who 
had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf.  With these signs he 
had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and 
worshiped his image.  The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery 
lake of burning sulfur. 

Revelation 19:19-20 
 
 I get excited when I study this, because I am on the winning side.   
I know all about the fight, but I’m confident about the winner.  I’ve cast my 
lot with the King of kings. 
p. 153 
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v. 27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the 
whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most 
High.  His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will 
worship and obey him.’ 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 27: 
 

Then the royal rule and the authority and the glory of all the kingdoms 
under heaven will be handed over to the people of the High God.  Their 
royal rule will last forever.  All other rulers will serve and obey them.’ 

p. 1597 
 
 
Once the OPPOSITION HAS CLEARED OUT OF THE WAY, then our text 
tells us: 
 
 1. “THE SOVEREIGNTY,” 
 
 2. “THE POWER,” and 
 
 3. “THE . . . GREATNESS” 
 
“OF THE KINGDOMS UNDER THE WHOLE HEAVEN WILL BE HANDED 
OVER TO THE SAINTS, THE PEOPLE OF THE MOST HIGH.” 
 
 
This “KINGDOM” is then described “HIS KINGDOM WILL BE AN 
EVERLASTING KINGDOM, AND ALL RULERS WILL” DO TWO THINGS: 
 
 1. “WORSHIP” and 
 
 2. “OBEY HIM.” 
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Miller says: 
 

Finally, the fourth empire in its latter-day phase comes to an end and with 
it the domination of this world’s kingdoms.  Now the kingdom of God fills the 
earth.  War is no more; universal peace and prosperity pervade the globe.  It 
should be noted that the destruction of the Antichrist takes place before Christ’s 
kingdom is established, demonstrating that the kingdom of God in view here did 
not begin at Christ’s first coming but will be inaugurated at his return. 

At this time “the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under 
the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints” of the Most High God.  
Finally, believers “will inherit the earth” as Jesus promised (Matt 5:5).  These 
“saints” are clearly identified here, not as angels but as “the people of the Most 
High.” 
p. 216 
 
 
Ezekiel 36:24 
 

“‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the 
countries and bring you back into your own land. 

 
 
Habakkuk 2:14 
 

 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea. 

 
 
 
Pentecost says: 
 
The kingdom over which he ruled will pass to the authority of the Messiah 
and will become the kingdom of the saints . . . 
p. 334 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

Much Scripture is devoted to sating the untold blessing and glory 
poured out upon earth through the beneficence of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
the kingdom.  Many of these have been alluded to previously, but an outline 
of the conditions on the earth will show the “greatness of the kingdom” . . . 
p. 487 
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Gaebelein says: 
 

At the end of that time the Son of Man appears, the stone falls.   
“But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to 

consume and to destroy it unto the end.  And the kingdom and dominion and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven shall be given to the 
king of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.”  
p. 91 
 
 
 
(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by E. V. Hill) 

Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers. Copyright – E. V. Hill, 2003.  
 

I know about reaching for something I thought was within my reach 
and yet missing it.  I’ve calculated things only to find my figures were wrong.  
I know what it is to walk away with a downcast head.  I know what it is to be 
informed that it was my best friend who plunged the dagger into my heart, 
that the one I considered my best supporter was really against me. 

When I consider these experiences, I have trouble in the admonition to 
rejoice always.  I would have no trouble saying “sometimes,” but always? 
p. 16 
 
 

Ours should not be the mindset of a bitter quarrelsome person.  We 
need to be radiant, beautiful, full of joy and rejoicing.  It need not be an 
overblown enthusiastic Hollywood production.  All we need is to be plain and 
simple, rejoicing.  When you see me laughing and talking, it doesn’t mean 
that I haven’t had a storm; it just means I have a storm stopper. 
p. 17 
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(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space Shuttle Columbia 
Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn Husband with Donna VanLiere) 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Evelyn Husband, 2003.  

 
Several news outlets interviewed the crew from space.  CBS News 

interviewed Rick, Ilan, K.C., and Laurel and addressed a question to Rick. 
 
CBS: From your perspective, how has it been going?  Batting a 
thousand? 
Rick: Well, actually, things are going really well.  Things have been 
working well.  Columbia is in great shape and working absolutely 
perfectly.  The experiments are working very well also so no place to go 
but up! 
 
The crew was unaware that something was indeed wrong with the 

Columbia.  Rick’s last words were prophetic, but he had no idea what he was 
saying . . . there would be no landing, for there was no place to go but up. 
pp. 159-60 
 
 
 
(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

Copyright – SCCT, 2003.  
 
My attention turned from dividing life into natural and supernatural, or 
spiritual and unspiritual, and instead I sought a way to combine the two, to 
bring about the unity that, as I increasingly believed, God intended. 
p. 36 
 
 
 
(The Life You’ve Always Wanted by John Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. Copyright – John Ortberg, 1997, 2002.  
 

If you are weary of some sleepy form of devotion, 
probably God is as weary of it as you are. 

FRANK LAUBACH 
 

“Spirituality” wrongly understood or pursued is a major 
source of human misery and rebellion against God. 

DALLAS WILLARD 
p. 27 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#14-Daniel 7_15-28.doc 

78 

(God’s Little Daily Devotional: 365 Days of Inspiration To Lift Your Spirit & 
Bring Peace to Your Soul by Honor Books) Tulsa, OK: Honor Books. 
Copyright – Honor Books, Inc., 1997.  

 
MARCH 12 

 
CHOOSING TO LOVE 

 
Love endures long and is patient and kind . . . it takes no account of the evil 

done to it . . . pays no attention to a suffered wrong. 
1 Corinthians 13:4, 5 AMP 

 
On Christmas morning, little Amy was delighted to find a beautiful golden-
haired doll among the presents she unwrapped.  “She’s so pretty!”  Amy 
squealed in excitement as she hugged her new doll.  Then rushing to hug her 
grandmother, the giver of the doll, she cried, “Thank you, thank you, thank 
you!” 
 
Amy played with her new doll most of the day, but toward evening she put it 
down and sought out one of her old dolls.  Amy cradled the tattered and 
dilapidated old doll in her arms.  Its hair had nearly worn away, its nose was 
broken, one eye was askew, and an arm was missing. 
 
“Well, well,” Grandma noted, “it seems as though you like that old dolly 
better.” 
 
“I like the beautiful doll you gave me, Grandma,” little Amy explained, “but I 
love this old doll more, because if I didn’t love her, no one else would.” 
 
We all know the saying, “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.”  A similar 
saying might be, “Love is the choice of the beholder.”  When we see faults in 
others, we can choose to look beyond them.  We can choose to love them 
regardless of their negative attributes, faults, or quirks. 
 

Love sees through a telescope not a microscope. 
p. 79 
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(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of God by David 
Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2002.  

 
The fact is, where you go, the Holy Spirit goes with you.  So before you go, 
you’d better ask Him if He wants to go.  And whatever he tells you, you do it. 
p. 154 
 
 
 
(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom) Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell. 

Copyright – Corrie ten Boom, 1977, 2003.  
 

When Jesus takes your hand, he keeps you close.  When Jesus keeps 
you close, he leads you through life.  When Jesus leads you through 
life, he brings you safely home. 

Casper ten Boom 
p. 103 
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(A Table In The Presence by Lt. Carey H. Cash) Nashville, TN: W Publishing 
Group, Thomas Nelson, Inc.; Copyright – Carey Cash, 2004.  

 
Again, he just nodded. 
This young man had walked over one thousand meters, by himself, in 

the dark, along a road that we had every reason to believe was clearly visible 
to enemy forces.  “Why would you walk so far just to see me?” 

I tried not to think what could have happened.  I assumed that maybe 
he had been informed about a crisis in his family and just needed to talk.  
But the faint smile on his face seemed to rule that possibility out. 

“I haven’t been to church in a while,” he explained.  “I’m from a 
Christian tradition that worships on Saturdays rather than Sundays.  Since 
it’s Saturday night, I was wondering if you and me, just the two of us, could 
do church together?” 

What could I say to that?  My heart melted. 
I quickly grabbed my Bible, pocket devotional, and red-lens flashlight; 

and the two of us, huddling together in the back of Dr. Trivedi’s combat 
ambulance, worshiped God. 

As we bowed in prayer in that darkened and cramped compartment, 
my soul was flooded with the awareness that we might as well have been in 
the world’s most beautiful cathedral.  It didn’t matter.  There we were, only 
two of us, filthy—neither of us had taken a shower in at least two weeks.  We 
were turning the torn pages of a mud-stained Bible.  The only light we had to 
guide our reading was the dim red glow of a flashlight the size of a pen.  But 
for us, that ambulance was holy ground because we were in the presence of 
God.  It was a worship service I will never forget. 
pp. 118-19 
 
 
 
(Going For The Max! by Max Cleland) Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers; Copyright – Max Cleland, 1999  
 
As Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie, the marvelous U.S. Senate Chaplain puts it, “Things 
don’t work out.  God works out things.”  My spiritual discipline now is to let 
God work out things in my life. 
p. 96 
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(God: As He Longs For You To See Him by Chip Ingram) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Books. Copyright – Chip Ingram, 2004.  

 
The secret to a life of unending joy and peace involves finding 

something or someone who will “come through” for you 100 percent of the 
time in any and every situation forever. 
p. 210 
 
 
The FINAL PHRASE in verse 27 is: 
 
 “AND ALL RULERS WILL WORSHIP AND OBEY HIM.” 
 
 
Isaiah 14:24 
 

 The Lord Almighty has sworn, “Surely, as I have planned, so it will be, 
and as I have purposed, so it will stand.  

 
 
Isaiah 25:8 
 

he will swallow up death forever.  The Sovereign Lord will wipe away 
the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from 
all the earth.  The Lord has spoken.  

 
 
Isaha 46:10 
 

I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is 
still to come.  I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I 
please.  
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v. 28 This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled by my 
thoughts, and my face turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 28: 
 

 “And there it ended.  I, Daniel, was in shock.  I was like a man 
who had seen a ghost.  But I kept it all to myself. 

p. 1597 
 
 
Here in verse 28 we have DANIEL’S RESPONSE TO THE VISIONS that 
have been described in Daniel 7. 
 
 
You will remember that he opened this section with HIS INITIAL RESPONSE 
saying he was: 
 
 1. “troubled in spirit” and 
 
 2. “disturbed.” 
 
 
Now we have THREE MORE RESPONSES in verse 28: 
 
 1. “[HE WAS] DEEPLY TROUBLED,” 
 
 2. “[HIS] FACE TURNED PALE,” and 
 
 3. “[HE] KEPT THE MATTER TO [HIMSELF].” 
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Miller says: 
 

“This is the end of the matter” means that Daniel had finished relating 
the “substance” of the vision.  His thoughts “deeply troubled” him, and his 
“face turned pale,” likely due to shock.  Daniel had seen many frightening 
things—kingdoms rise and fall, a diabolical tyrant, and the persecution of the 
saints.  Moreover, he did not know when these things would take place. 

Yet he “kept the matter” to himself (lit., “in my heart”).  Keeping the 
matter in his heart may carry the idea of pondering the things he had seen.  
It could also be that by this time Daniel’s three friends had died, and he had 
no trusted companion with which to share the vision. 
p. 217 
 
 
Luke 2:50, 51 
 

And they did not understand the statement which He had made to 
them.  And He went down with them, and came to Nazareth; and He 
continued in subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these 
things in her heart. 

 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 

Daniel, in the close, tells us what impressions this vision made upon 
him; it overwhelmed his spirits to such a degree that his countenance was 
changed, but he kept the matter in his heart. 
p. 1095 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 

But all that transpires on earth is under the clear eye of God, so when 
the proper hour arrives, God will sit in judgment on this fourth kingdom.  
Rule will be quickly stripped from it, and swift destruction will follow, for 
which there is no remedy.  The Lord Jesus Christ will then take over 
government of the earth and will permit His kingdom to be administered by 
the saints of the Most High. 
p. 96 
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Leupold says: 
 
All this goes to show how deeply such revelation affects man, who is happiest 
if the future is not disclosed to him.  Here even the revelation from on high, 
given by the wisdom of God with an abundance of comfort, creates great 
disturbance of a man’s peace of mind.  But Daniel did not try to forget.  He 
kept all these sayings and moved them in his heart as being both terrible and 
precious. 
p. 329 
 
 
 
Goldingay says: 
 

When the symbolic vision comes to an end, and even after it has been 
“explained,” and even in the light of the coming of Christ, the response that 
the vision invites is alarm and openness.  It does not encourage us to assume 
that we have yet reached understanding.  When God acts, it is commonly in 
ways other than his people anticipate.  Jesus’ birth, ministry, and death were 
not what people expected of God’s redeemer.  Daniel himself does not seem to 
know what the giving of kingship to a holy people on high will look like.  Like 
Jacob confronted by Joseph’s dream . . . Daniel is mystified and confused, but 
hopeful and open to surprise.  He is determined not to discount the dream 
and not to miss anything, so he is going to keep thinking about it and looking 
for further revelation . . . 
p.193 
 
 
 
Gowan says: 
 

The chapter concludes with another of the typical descriptions of the 
intense physical effects of a visionary experience that are characteristic of 
this kind of literature. 
p. 112 
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Berrigan says: 
 

Finally (Dan. 7:28) we note Daniel’s trouble of spirit on behalf of his 
troubled people.  His heart is heavy.  Has he seen too much, too quickly?  In 
any case he seems disinclined, at least in the short run, to speak of the dire 
matters that have unfolded before him. 
p. 122 
 
 
 
Wiersbe quotes Tozer: 
 

Said A.W. Tozer:  “The Bible doesn’t approve of this modern curiosity 
that plays with the Scriptures and which seeks only to impress credulous and 
gullible audiences with the ‘amazing’ prophetic knowledge possessed by the 
brother who is preaching or teaching!”7 

To this, I say a hearty “Amen!” 
p. 93 
 
 
 
Lucas says: 
 

Even after he has been given the interpretation of the vision, Daniel is 
alarmed and confused . . . The alarm may be due in part to what was revealed 
about the suffering of ‘the holy ones’. 
p. 202 
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(Today Matters by John C. Maxwell) New York, NY: Warner Faith. Copyright 
– John C. Maxwell, 2004  

 
I’ve read the Peanuts comic strip for years, and I’ve always been a big fan.   
I recall one strip in which Lucy announces, “Boy, do I feel crabby.” 

Her little brother Linus, always anxious to relieve tension at home, 
responds, “Maybe I can be of help.  Why don’t you just take my place here in 
front of the TV while I go and fix you a nice snack?  Sometimes we all need a 
little pampering to help us feel better.”  Then Linus brings her a sandwich, a 
few chocolate chip cookies, and some milk. 

“Now is there anything else I can get you?” he asks.  “Is there anything 
I haven’t thought of?” 

“Yes, there’s one thing you haven’t thought of,” Lucy answers.  And 
then she suddenly screams, “I don’t want to feel better!” 
p. 47 
 
 
 
(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space Shuttle Columbia 

Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn Husband with Donna VanLiere) 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Evelyn Husband, 2003.  

 
That time was one of the busiest of our lives: Laura started 

kindergarten and took ballet, Matthew was a newborn, Rick was going 
through his training, and we were worn out all the time. 

Rick wrote in his journal: 
 
Dear God, I am in bondage to exhaustion!  Exhaustion is robbing me of 
a right relationship with You and my family. 
 
Rick became frustrated with himself because he wanted to spend his 

quiet time with the Lord in the mornings before he left for school, but 
sometimes it was hard.  He had a difficult time trying to balance that part of 
his life, and it drove him crazy. 

In another entry he wrote, 
 
Even God rested after making the heavens and the earth. 
We need to rest also and honor God on the Sabbath. 
Sabbath means “day of rest.” 
Sabbatical comes from Sabbath. 
Lord, help me to get the rest I need, I want to honor You on the 

Sabbath and not profane it or make it common. 
p. 73 
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(American Soldier by General Tommy Franks with Malcolm McConnell) New 
York, NY: Regan Books. Copyright – Tommy Franks, 2004.  

 
ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, I SPOKE TO THE CENTCOM intelligence staff in 

the MacDill base theater about the roles and responsibilities of the Command 
as I envisioned them. 

At the end of the presentation, a young sergeant raised her hand and 
asked, “General, what keeps you awake at night?” 

A helluva question.  I thought a minute, then answered.  “A terrorist 
attack against the World Trade Center in New York—that’s what keeps me 
awake at night.” 

The men and women in the audience listened intently. 
“If international terrorists were to strike a major blow against 

America,” I added, “I fear the specter of the nation’s military operating as 
combatants within our borders for the first time since the 1860s.” 
p. 236 
 
 
 

Martin Luther King, Jr., on Hope 
 
“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” 

—Martin Luther King, Jr., 
 

Citation: Men of Integrity, May/June 2003 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(The Mystery of God’s Will by Charles R. Swindoll) Nashville, TN: Word. 

Copyright – Charles R. Swindoll, Inc., 1999.  
 

It is easy to be disillusioned and discouraged and to think we have 
missed His will, when, in fact, we are in the very nucleus of that will.  It is 
hard to have dreams dashed, to have hopes unfulfilled, to face a future that is 
unknown and unfamiliar and sometimes, if the truth were known, unwanted.  
But God has a way of guiding us unerringly into the path of righteousness for 
His name’s sake. 

Isn’t it about time you stopped trying to figure it all out?  Then let it 
be, my friend . . . let it be.  You’ll exchange a lot of intensity and worry for 
tranquility and relief.  That’s a pretty good trade, if you ask me. 
p. 197 
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(What Husbands & Wives Aren’t Telling Each Other by Steve & Annie 
Chapman) Eugene, OR: Harvest House. Copyright – Steve & Annie 
Chapman, 2003.  

 
Who Are You? 

 
Their hearts were broken as they told her goodbye 

And they stood in the yard till she drove out of sight 
Then they turned to face the first day and night 

Of their last child leaving home. 
She made some coffee, and he went outside 

And all afternoon they never met eyes 
And it was late in the evening when she realized 

They hadn’t spoken all day. 
 

Then she looked at the photograph over their bed 
Of the children she could say she knew 

Then she looked at the stranger asleep in her bed 
And she whispered, “Who are you?” 

 
Years ago all they had was each other 

They were best of friends and the best of lovers. 
Then their good times made them father and mother 

They did the job so well. 
But lost in the details of raising the kids 

Was a thing of most value that lovers can give 
Keeping each other’s needs, at the top of the list 

Of the things they’ve gotta do. 
 

And he was the first to wake up the next morning 
In a house that was quiet as a tomb 

Then he looked at the stranger asleep in his bed 
And whispered, “Who are you?” 

 
But it’s not too late for fathers and mothers 
To go back to being best friends and lovers 
It’s sad when they whisper, “Who are you?” 
Put each other’s needs at the top of the list. 

Do those lovin’ things so easy to miss. 
And don’t  forget to whisper, “I love you.”1 

 
1. Steve Chapman, “Who Are You?” Dawn Treader Music, 1984.  Used by permission. 

pp. 54-55 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
LESSON #1:  There will be times for people who walk with God to be 

“troubled in spirit,” “disturbed,” “deeply troubled,” have a “face [that 
has] turned pale,” and rather not talk about it (verses 15 & 28). 

 
 
LESSON #2:  “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 

unsearchable things you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3). 
 
 
LESSON #3:  The “four great beasts” are “four kingdoms”: Babylon, Medo-

Persia, Greece, and Rome. 
 
 
LESSON #4:  “The saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will 

possess it” (verse 18). 
 
 
LESSON #5:  The “horn” that is “waging war against the saints” is the 

Antichrist (verse 21). 
 
 
LESSON #6:  “Until the Ancient of Days came” reminds us that God is 

always on time with His purpose and plan (verse 22). 
 
 
LESSON #7:  The day is soon coming when there will truly be a one-world 

alliance. 
 
 
LESSON #8:  The man of sin will do four things: (1) “He will speak against 

the Most High”; (2) “oppress his saints”; (3) “try to change the set times 
and the laws”; and (4) “the saints will be handed over to him” for three 
and a half years (verse 25). 

 
 
LESSON #9:  In God’s perfect timing, “the court will sit” and the verdict will 

be “his power will be taken away” and he will be “completely destroyed 
forever” (verse 26). 
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LESSON #10:  There are those who are trying to “change the set times and 
the laws” of our land by rewriting history, taking God out of 
everything, changing marriage, and the freedom of expression in the 
sexual without commitment (verse 25). 

 
 
LESSON #11:  “The sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under 

the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints” (verse 27). 
 
 
LESSON #12:  Messiah’s “kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all 

rulers will worship and obey him” (verse 27). 
 
 
LESSON #13:  God’s sovereign purpose will prevail and there is no choice 

when it comes to whether or not you will worship or obey Him. 
 
 
LESSON #14:  “All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing.  He does 

as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.  
No one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What have you done?’“ 
(Daniel 4:35). 
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Miller says: 
 

Regardless of one’s interpretation of the details of this prophecy, all 
would agree that the chapter continues the theme of the sovereignty of God.  
In spite of opposition from Belshazzar or the despicable ruler described in 
this chapter, God is still in control.  Someday the court will sit, Christ will 
reign, and the saints will rule with him. 
p. 217 
 
 
 
He says finally: 
 
What was the purpose of repeating the prophecy of the four kingdoms?  First, 
the two accounts complement each other in that they each provide details not 
found in the other.  Second, there may be truth to the idea that the image 
with its glittering metals portrays the world’s kingdoms from humanity’s 
viewpoint—impressive and great, whereas the beasts depict these earthly 
kingdoms from God’s perspective—vicious and destructive.  Third, the 
message probably was repeated to emphasize its certainty.  In Gen 41 
Pharaoh had two dreams that taught the same truth—a famine was coming 
upon the land.  Joseph told Pharaoh, “The reason the dream was given to 
Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly decided by God, and 
God will do it soon” . . . Thus the revelation of the four kingdoms in Daniel 
may have been presented in two forms in order to underscore the certainty of 
this amazing prophecy. 
p. 218 
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Boice says: 
 

One day every knee will bow before the rightful authority of Jesus 
Christ.  It is what Daniel says: “All peoples, nations and men of every 
language worshiped him” (Dan. 7:14).  Paul says the same, arguing, “God 
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven an on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).  That is a large number of 
people—“all peoples, nations and men of every language” and every knee . . . 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth.” 

 The Bible says that all will worship and that every knee will bow.  You 
will bow.  But will it be willingly as you kneel to adore the One who gave his 
life to purchase your salvation?  Or will you bow reluctantly as you are forced 
to your knees by one of his glorious angels just moments before you are 
judged for your sin and banished forever from his holy and blessed presence?  
If it is to be a willing adoration, it must be adoration now.  You must believe 
on him now.  Then you will be part of that heavenly company described as 
“numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand” who will encircle the throne of God saying, 

 
Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
and honor and glory and praise! 

 
and who sing together with every living creature, 
 

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be praise and honor and glory and power, 
 for ever and ever! 
      Revelation 5:11-13 

p. 87 
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Baxter says: 
 

Now there are two big facts revealed through that dream-image which 
relate momentously to ourselves in this twentieth century.  First, the end of 
the present age is not to come by gradual betterment until some high point of 
excellence is reached, but by a crisis, a crash, a sudden catastrophe; for in the 
days represented by the ten toes a “Stone cut out without hands” (Christ in 
His Messianic kingdom, as shown in chapter [7]) smites the image and 
crushes it to powder . . . 
p. 82 
 
 
 
He says finally: 
 

Second, the end of the present age is now near.  The two legs 
representing Rome are true to historical fact; for, as is well known, the 
Roman empire split into two great halves—the eastern and western empires.  
The division took place in A.D. 395.  Thus, from the accession of 
Nebuchadnezzar (606 B.C.) to the dividing of the Roman empire into the legs 
of iron (A.D. 395) is just one thousand years in popular chronology.  We will 
risk no date-fixings!  Yet we need not hesitate to say that in the light of this 
interpreted dream-image we must be today somewhere in the end-period 
represented by the feet and the toes.  Present-day developments corroborate 
this.  Count the thrones which have given place to republics in recent years.  
See the portentous movements of “labour” today.  The iron and the clay now 
go together as in the feet of that image.  With such portents before our eyes, 
we who are Christ’s may well “look up,” knowing that “our redemption 
draweth nigh.”  And, seeing we know such things, “what manner of persons 
ought we to be in all holy conversation and godliness”! 
pp. 82-83 
 
 
 

Henry Ford on Reputation 
 
“You can’t build a reputation on what you are going to do.” 
 

—Henry Ford (1863–1947) 
 

Citation: J. Richard Love, Rushton, Louisiana 
 

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(A Savior Worth Having by E. V. Hill) Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright – 
E. V. Hill, 2002.  

 
How can you preach a sermon without Jesus?  He’s the subject and the 

center.  He’s the introduction, He’s the argument, and He’s the conclusion.  
How can you preach a sermon without Jesus?  There are a lot of needs in my 
community and yours, but the greatest need is that people need to know 
Jesus, because, when He is known, things begin to come to order. 
pp. 30-31 
 
 
 
(Cries from the Cross: A Journey Into the Heart of Jesus by Erwin W. Lutzer) 

Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright – Erwin W. Lutzer, 2002.  
 

William Cowper, though plagued with doubts, understood that if the 
thief could be saved, we all can be.  He wrote a song titled “There Is a 
Fountain Filled with Blood.”  One of my favorite stanzas reads: 

 
The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day; 
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away.8 

 
The thief’s forgiveness reminds us that there is more grace in God’s 

heart than sin in our past.  We, like he, can also receive a welcome in the life 
beyond if we transfer our trust to the One who holds the key to the gates of 
paradise. 
 
8.  William Cowper (1731-1800), “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood.” 
p. 69 
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(Refined by Fire by Brian & Mel Birdwell) Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House 
Publishers, Inc.. Copyright -– Brian and Mel Birdwell, 2004.  

 
When General Van Antwerp visited, I was alert enough to remember 

he was there.  When I saw him, I asked about my coworkers Cheryle Sincock 
and Sandi Taylor. 

General Van Antwerp paused and then shook his head mournfully.  
They were gone. 

Gone.  That one word exploded inside my head.  I hit my head against 
the pillow and groaned.  I didn’t think I could feel worse pain than what I’d 
experienced up to this point.  I was wrong.  Knowing my coworkers were dead 
was worse than any of the burns or treatments I’d experienced. 

Cheryle and Sandi were dead—and I was alive.  A trip to the bathroom 
had saved my life. 

Oh, God!  I cried to myself.  Immediately a concern filled me as I 
thought about their spiritual lives.  I didn’t know where Cheryle and Sandi 
had stood with God. 

I wondered, Did I do enough?  Maybe I should have shared the gospel 
more.  Maybe I should have told them more about Jesus. 

I vowed that if I survived, I would never live with another regret of 
having not shared my faith.  I would never again give up an opportunity to 
tell someone about Jesus.  I couldn’t go back and witness to Cheryle and 
Sandi.  But I could become more intentional about discussing my faith with 
others from this point forward. 
pp. 71-72 
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(Near to the Heart of God: Meditations To Draw You Closer by Bernard 
Bangley) Colorado Springs, CO: Waterbrook Press. Copyright – 
Bernard Bangley, 2000.  

 
It is only when we finally abandon ourselves to God that we realize that 
everything up to then was separation from God. 

What will matter when I am no longer of any concern to myself?  I will 
think less about what happens to me and more about God.  His will be done.  
That is sufficient.  If enough self-interest remains to complain about it, I have 
offered an incomplete sacrifice. 

It isn’t easy.  Old ways of thinking and behaving do not vanish at once.  
Every now and then they spring back to life.  I begin to mutter, “I didn’t 
deserve such treatment!  The charges are false and unfair!  My friend is 
letting me down!  I have lost everything!  No one comforts me!  God is 
punishing me too severely!  I expected some help from those good people, but 
they are ignoring me!  God has forsaken me!” 

Weak and trembling soul, soul of little faith, do you want something 
other than what God wills?  Do you belong to him or to yourself?  Renounce 
the miserable self in you.  Cut every string.  Now you are getting down to the 
business of sacrifice.  Anything less is child’s play.  There is no other way 
your two doves can be offered to God. 

—FRANÇOIS DE FÉNELON: Meditations and Devotions 
 
O Jesus, I offer myself to be with you.  Give me the courage I need to 
completely renounce myself.  Your doves did not spare you your cross.  Your 
presentation in the temple was but the beginning of what ended at Calvary.  
None of the offerings I can make will ransom me.  I must give myself even to 
the point of dying on a cross.  It is nothing to lose luxury, fame, money, life.  
We must lose ourselves in you. 

——François de Fénelon 
p. 344 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#14-Daniel 7_15-28.doc 

97 

(Why? Trusting God When You Don’t Understand by Anne Graham Lotz) 
Nashville, TN: W Publishing / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Anne 
Graham Lotz, 2004.  

 
For Mary and Martha, the greater purpose was to bring them to a 

point of absolute helplessness and hopelessness . . . 
so that they might keep their focus on Him, 
so that they might put all their faith in Him alone, 
so that they might soar on eagles’ wings, 
so that they might bring glory to God . . . 

as their faith gave Him opportunity to demonstrate in a spectacular, 
unmistakable way that His power and grace were totally sufficient for their 
need!  Their faith gave Him the platform to prove by His actions that His 
claims of being the unique and only Son of God, of being the long-awaited 
Messiah, of being the Resurrection and the Life, were true! 

Jesus was teaching Mary and Martha to trust Him… 
beyond today, 

beyond the physical, 
beyond the emotional, 

beyond the temporary, 
beyond the material, 

beyond the visible, 
beyond the grave! 

Trust Him when you can’t see the big picture or the end of the story.  Trust 
Him when the worst happens and you just don’t understand why. 
p. 52 
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(The Journey Home: Finishing with Joy by Bill Bright, Afterward by Vonette 
Zachary Bright) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Bill 
Bright, 2003.  

 
In any case, I do not need to feel good or be ecstatic in order to be in 

the center of God’s will.  He did not promise feelings of exuberance while 
passing through the shadow of death; He promised His presence and the 
absolute absence of fear.2  And He is faithful to keep His word although 
everyone else may not keep theirs. 
 
2.  Psalm 23:4; 2 Timothy 1:7. 
p. 18 
 
 
I believe the best thing to do is to offer the Christian’s perspective that God is 
real, His promises are true, life is a brief and exciting journey, and heaven is 
our home.  Jesus said, “I have told you all this so that you may have peace in 
me, Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows.  But take heart, 
because I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  Encouraging someone to 
stay vitally connected to Jesus is far superior to mere knowledge about death. 

I am often asked the question, “How can I pray for you?”  My answer 
always is: “Pray that I will never leave my first love.”  My number-one 
priority is my love relationship with our Lord Jesus, so it requires the most 
attention every hour of every day. 
p. 31 
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	Frogs or God
	Winds of Change
	BETHLEHEM PINE
	It isn’t a religious accomplishment or a pious performance.  It’s just honest-to-God saying, “I want Your will.”
	Prayer Is Invading the Impossible


	But I also know that with Jesus the worst can happen, the best remains, and his light is stronger than the deepest darkness.
	Choosing to Love
	1 Corinthians 13:4, 5 AMP

	The fact is, where you go, the Holy Spirit goes with you.  So before you go, you’d better ask Him if He wants to go.  And whatever he tells you, you do it.
	p. 154
	When Jesus takes your hand, he keeps you close.  When Jesus keeps you close, he leads you through life.  When Jesus leads you through life, he brings you safely home.
	p. 103




