PART III
SESSION #15: Daniel 8:1-14
TEXT:
v. 1 In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, after
the one that had already appeared to me.
v. 2 In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam;
in the vision I was beside the Ulai Canal.
v. 3 I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing
beside the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than
the other but grew up later.
v. 4 I watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the north and the
south. No animal could stand against him, and none could rescue from his
power. He did as he pleased and became great.
v. 5 As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn
between his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without
touching the ground.
v. 6 He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the
canal and charged at him in great rage.
v. 7 I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering his
two horns. The ram was powerless to stand against him; the goat knocked
him to the ground and trampled on him, and none could rescue the ram from
his power.
v. 8 The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn
was broken off, and in its place four prominent horns grew up toward the four
winds of heaven.
v. 9 Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in
power to the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land.
v. 10 It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the
starry host down to the earth and trampled on them.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

v. 11 It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the
daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low.
v. 12 Because of rebellion, the host [of the saints] and the daily sacrifice were
given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to
the ground.
v. 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him,
“How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the
daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the
sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?”
v. 14 He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the
sanctuary will be reconsecrated.”
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INTRODUCTION:

(1002 Humorous Illustrations for Public Speaking by Michael E. Hodgin)
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – Michael E. Hodgin, 2004.
Pigs in the Family
A couple drove several miles down a country road, not saying a word.
An earlier discussion had led to an argument, and neither wanted to concede
his or her position. As they passed a barnyard of mules and pigs, the wife
sarcastically asked, “Relatives of yours?”
“Yep,” the husband replied, “in-laws.”
p. 192

MEMORIAL STONE
A woman’s husband dies. He had $20,000 to his name.
After everything is done at the funeral home and cemetery, she tells her
closest friend that there is no money left.
The friend says, “How can that be? You told me he had $20,000 a few days
before he died. How could you be broke?”
The widow says, “Well, the funeral cost me $6,500. And of course, I had to
make the obligatory donation for the church and the organist and all. That
was $500; and I spent another $500 for the wake, food and drinks, you know.
The rest went for the memorial stone.”
The friend says, “$12,500 for the memorial stone? Man, how big is it?”
The widow says, “Three carats.”
(Received via e-mail from Dale Townsend, September 12, 2004)
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Husband Pays for Silent Treatment
A married couple had a quarrel and ended up giving each other the silent
treatment. A week into their mute argument, the man realized he needed his
wife’s help. In order to catch a flight to Chicago for a business meeting, he
had to get up at 5 a.m.
Not wanting to be the first to break the silence, he wrote on a piece of paper,
“Please wake me at 5 a.m.”
The next morning the man woke up only to discover his wife was already out
of bed, it was 9 a.m., and his flight had long since departed. He was about to
find his wife and demand an answer for her failings when he noticed a piece
of paper by the bed.
He read, “It’s 5 a.m. Wake up.”
Citation: Van Morris, Mt. Washington, Kentucky
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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Stranded Man Church Hops
A man was stranded on the proverbial deserted island in the Pacific for years.
One day a boat came sailing into view, and the man frantically waved and got
the skipper’s attention. The boat landed on the beach, and the skipper got
out to greet the stranded man.
After a while the rescuing sailor asked the castaway, “What are those three
huts you’ve built?”
The stranded man replied, “That first hut is my house.”
“What’s that next hut?” asked the sailor.
“I built that for my church.”
“What about the third hut?”
“Oh,” the castaway answered solemnly, “that’s where I used to go to church.”
Citation: Mikey’s Funnies (8-20-02); submitted by J. Richard Love, Rushton, Louisiana
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

Jack Benny Didn’t Deserve Arthritis
Author and professor Haddon Robinson observes:
Life is unjust. Upon accepting an award, the late Jack Benny once
remarked, “I really don’t deserve this. But I have arthritis, and I don’t
deserve that either.”
Citation: Submitted by J. Richard Love, Rushton, Louisiana
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(When I Am An Old Coot by Roy English) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs-Smith.
Copyright – Roy English, 1995.
WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . .

p. 73

I will go to confession
and make up wild stories
about the local parishioners
and never admit to
being a Presbyterian.

WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . .

p. 76

I will hook a pair of Huskies
to my wheelchair
and pretend to be
Charlton Heston.

WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . .

p. 77

I will safety-pin my socks
together when I wash them
so the blue ones
and black ones
don’t try to mate.

Daniel/Study #15 – Daniel 8_1-14.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

6

A COWBOY NEEDS A BOVINE
A cowboy needs a bovine like a sailor needs a plank;
Like a blister needs a toehold, like a robber needs a bank.
A cowboy needs a cow brute like a pack mule needs a crup;
Like a stuntman needs an actor, like a catcher needs a cup.
A cowboy, Friends, without a cow is Moon without the Earth,
As macho and heroic as a whithpered lithper’s curth.
See, cowboys need a dogie like Quasimoto needs a hunch,
Like a redneck needs a beer can just to have something to scrunch.
I say a cowboy needs a cow, they’re joined at the hip.
Politicians and reporters have the same relationship.
Without each other to torment, they don’t know where to start.
Like criminals and lawyers, you can’t tell them apart.
So, to those who think I’m whining, that I’m pitiful and sad,
That I’m just another loser throwing good love after bad,
It’s not all that one-sided, as I’ve learned in therapy,
‘Cause my cow finally admitted that she really needed me.
(source unknown)

—Baxter Black, Cowboy Poet

Daniel/Study #15 – Daniel 8_1-14.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

7

(When the Cowboys Come to Town! by Stephen Bly) Winchester, ID: Bly
Books. Copyright – Stephen Bly, 2000.
The Lord’s Backyard
The stars look closer the higher you ride,
‘specially on a clear winter night.
The moonglow reflectin’ off new fallin’ snow
casts a peaceful, other-worldly light.
When the wind quits blowin’, the temperature drops
and the twinklies blanket the sky
Lulled by the rhythm of the snow crunchin’ hooves
and the distant coyote’s cry . . .
A man tends to whisper and speak real low
when tryin’ to talk to his pard.
Like two school boys on a shortcut home
sneakin’ through the Lord’s backyard.
The miles ‘tween heaven and earth looked short
when, talkin’ softly, ol’ Jim rode near.
“With a good spyglass and a little more time,
we could spot the pearly gates from here.”
Maybe it wasn’t such a leap the baby made,
when he stopped by the Bethlehem stall.
Just a field out behind the Headquarter House,
where He came to be with us all.
Well, it’s Christmas again and the world’s at play
up by the Lord’s back door.
Some without thought, and some with a prayer,
that He’ll come out to visit once more.

p. 33

May the season bring you real peace and true joy.
We’re askin’ the Lord for the same.
Hope you don’t forget Who’s invitin’ you in,
when you hear the Boss call out your name.
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(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary
by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.
Lipstick:
pucker paint [Note, lipstick smears are a leading cause of powder burns.]
p. 170
Male, evil:
1. prefers vice to advice
2. would chase off a widow woman’s ducks
3. the one your mama warned you about
4. would steal the air out of a widow woman’s tires
5. when he’s alone he’s in bad company
6. a trigger looking for a finger
7. nothing wrong with him that reincarnation (or cremation) wouldn’t cure
8. when he dies, they’ll print his obituary under Public Improvements
9. would make Clyde Barrow look like a Baptist choir boy . . .
Male, fat:
1. a member of the sprawl of fame
2. well watered
3. his overcoat could be a tent (for a Boy Scout troop)
p. 178
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary refers to this particular passage as:
THE VISION (8:1-14)
p. 1355

Baldwin titles the whole chapter:
p. 154

THE SECOND AND THIRD KINGDOMS IDENTIFIED (8:1-27)

Wiersbe prepares us for this chapter by saying:
Daniel saw himself in the Persian capital, for Persia would be the next
world power after Babylon. In this vision, God pictured Persia as a ram and
Greece (the next power) as a male goat (vv. 19-22). We have moved from wild
beasts to beasts that have been domesticated.
The “notable horn” (v. 5) is Alexander the Great, who conquered many
nations, including Persia, and built a great kingdom. After his death, his
kingdom was divided into four parts by four of hi generals (v. 8). The “little
horn” (vv. 9-14) represents the evil general, Antiochus Epiphanes, who
invaded Palestine, defiled the Jewish temple, and put the Jews under bondage.
He is a picture of the world ruler to come, the Antichrist (vv. 15-26).
p. 565

Gaebelein says:
We remind the reader once more of the fact that beginning with the
seventh chapter to the end of the Book of Daniel the language employed is
Hebrew. The reason for this change has been stated before. From now on we
are led in prophecy mostly upon Jewish ground and events are revealed, which
will take place at the close of the times of the Gentiles. These events will be
enacted in the holy land and in the city of Jerusalem. The phrases “the latter
time”—“the time of the end”—“in the last end of the indignation” appear
several times in these chapters. They describe the same period of time we
found in the seventh chapter, “a time and times and dividing of time” that is
three years and a half, the prophetic 1260 days or 42 months in the book of
Revelation. It is the great tribulation, with which the times of the Gentiles
close. This great tribulation is the time of Jacob’s trouble.
p. 92
Daniel/Study #15 – Daniel 8_1-14.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

10

Gaebelein says further:
The prophecies of the eighth and ninth chapters have found a partial
fulfillment in the past. But they also relate to the time of the end, in which
the final fulfillment will be accomplished. The awful invasion of the land of
Israel and wickedness of Antiochus Epiphanes 168 B.C. is a prophetic type of
another invasion during the last end of the indignation.
p. 93

Lucas says:
The most convincing explanation is that the change of language is related to
a change of focus . . . The outlook in chs. 2 – 7 is broad. Stress is put on the
claim of the God of the Jews to universal rule. One indication of this is the
use of the phrase ‘people of every race, nation and language’ . . . In chs. 8 – 12
the focus narrows to what will befall the Jews and the temple . . .
p. 212

Keil & Delitzsch say:
This vision, it is manifest from the definition of the time in ver. 1,
stands in relation to the vision of the foregoing chapter, and in its contents is
united to it also in so far as it gives more particular revelations regarding the
relations of the second and third world-kingdoms, which are only briefly set
forth in ch. [7]. But notwithstanding this point of union, this chapter does
not form a mere appendix to the foregoing, but gives a new revelation
regarding a phase in the development of the world-power and its enmity
against the people of God of which nothing is prophesied in ch. [7].
p. 284
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Feinberg says:
The first portion of the book of Daniel was written in Hebrew from 1:1
to 2:4, at which point the original language changed to Aramaic. That
Gentile language was used to describe events that center on the “times of the
Gentiles,” which our Lord described in Luke 21.
As chapter 8 begins, however, the visions it contains relate entirely to
the Jews and the city of Jerusalem. For that reason, the language of the
original text now reverts to Hebrew and remains so throughout the rest of the
book of Daniel.
p. 99

Fyall titles the chapter and then says:
Your will be done
We turn now from a panoramic sweep of human history to concentrate on a
limited period, the overthrow of Persia and the rise of Greece. The vision is
clearly linked with those in Chapter 7 and this chapter, indeed the rest of the
book, can be seen as a development of some of the ideas and issues raised in
that chapter. We shall examine, more briefly here, and in more detail in
Chapter 11, why there is such concentration on this period and how this fits
in with the overall theology of the book.
p. 117

Smith says:
Leave men a moment to their own judgment in the interpretation of prophecy,
and we immediately have the most sublime exhibitions of human fancy.
p. 198
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Longman says:
THE CONNECTION OF Daniel 8 with chapter 7 is obvious. The first
verse associates the two by introducing the second vision as occurring “after
the one that had already appeared to me.” It comes from approximately the
same time period, Belshazzar’s third year, two years after chapter 7. In
addition, the actors in the prophetic visions of both chapters are animals, and
we soon see that these animals represent kingdoms, that is, political entities.
In both cases, there is a concluding focus on a horn that emanates from these
animals. Finally, both chapters concern hospitality between the animal
kingdoms and the divine realm.
p. 201

He says further:
Furthermore, we would be remiss if we did not point out that the overarching
theme of this chapter supports the major theme of the book as a whole: In

spite of present circumstances, God will win in the end.
p. 202

Campbell titles this chapter:
p. 91

Superpowers in Conflict

He says further:
The earlier chapters (2:4-7:28) are in Aramaic, the language of the Gentile
world of the day, because the material emphasizes the destinies of the
Gentile nations—their rise, progress, decline, and collapse. Beginning with
Daniel 8 and continuing through the remainder of the book, the emphasis is
on the destiny of the people of Israel. The plight and fortunes of Israel are
now traced through the period already discussed from a Gentile perspective.
Now we are to study human history as it relates to Israel, and the original
language of the text is appropriately Hebrew.
p. 92
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Campbell says finally:
He now receives more knowledge concerning the second and third of these
empires, Persia and Greece. The reason for this is clear: in the latter period
of Grecian domination of Israel, a ruler would arise who would unleash
terrible hatred against the Jews, again desolating Jerusalem and its rebuilt
temple as Nebuchadnezzar had done.
p. 92

Walvoord says:
The first of Daniel’s own visions recorded in Daniel 7 is a broad
summary of the times of the Gentiles, with emphasis on the climactic events
culminating in the second coming of Christ to the earth. Beginning in chapter
8, Daniel’s second vision concerns the empires of Persia and Greece as they
relate to Israel. Under Persian government, Israelites went back to rebuild
their land and their city, Jerusalem. Under Grecian domination, in particular
under Antiochus Epiphanes, the city and the temple were again desolated.
p. 178

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
VISION OF THE RAM AND HE-GOAT: THE 2300 DAYS OF THE
SANCTUARY BEING TRODDEN DOWN. With this chapter the Hebrew
part of the book begins and continues to be the language of the remainder;
the visions relating wholly to the Jews and Jerusalem. The scene here
narrows from world-wide prophecies to those affecting the one covenant
people in the five centuries between the exile and the advent.
p. 750

Gangel says:
Daniel 8 tells the story of how Persia and Greece conquered he worlds of their
time and how out of that latter nation rose a wicked ruler who became a
prototype of the Antichrist, still ahead of us in human history.
p. 223
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Gangel titles this section and then says:
How the West Won
MAIN IDEA: Throughout the history of humanity, evil has often

p. 223

triumphed, and at times it seems unrestrained. But ultimately the
people of God will persevere, and the Bible repeatedly assures their
victory.

David Jeremiah says:
Do you see how the Word of God can help you keep your perspective?
Have you ever been in a jetliner headed home from a long trip, when
you suddenly began thinking about the pilot and copilot in the cabin? How do
they manage to fly that craft halfway across the continent and head straight
for my hometown? How do they aim that thing through storms and clouds
and dead of night and endless lonely miles and make a pinpoint landing in
San Diego, on runway five?
The Scriptures are like the guidance system used by the pilot to fly
thousands of miles through the dark. Our knowledge of Scripture can help us
know what to say and where to go, how to plan and prepare and respond in
any situation of life.
p. 59

Phillips & Vines say:
Thus, beginning with Daniel 8, we have not only a change of language, we
have a change of viewpoint and emphasis. From now on in this book
everything will be seen from the perspective of the Hebrew people.
p. 113

Daniel/Study #15 – Daniel 8_1-14.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

15

Phillips & Vines say further:
As was indicated at the beginning of Part One, in Daniel 7-8 we have
set before us two coming dictators, both depicted as a “little horn.” As we
have seen, the one in Daniel 7 prefigures the coming of the antichrist. The
one in Daniel 8 prefigures the coming of Antiochus Epiphanes.
p. 113

Blair says:
From the early part of chapter 2 through chapter 7, the language employed is
Chaldee, having to do largely with the Gentiles. But from chapter 8 through
to the concluding verses of the book, Hebrew, the familiar language of the Old
Testament, is used.
p. 156

Leupold says:
This chapter takes a smaller section of the area covered by preceding
chapters and considers this smaller portion more intensively. The more
immediate future is subjected to a more microscopic examination.
p. 332

Stortz says:
Daniel 8 encourages us, through an amazing prophesy, to trust God when
times get difficult because he is in control of all things. No matter how hard
life gets, no matter how long the tough times last, the Lord God is sovereign,
he is in control, and he will bring deliverance in his time. He will turn those
difficulties into a blessing. That is the kind of God that we have; so we need
to trust him.
p. 130
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Stortz says further:
In this vision Daniel saw the coming of a terrible, horrible, no-good, very bad
day for the people of God. But in the vision God also revealed that he is a
sovereign King and a wonderful Savior who can turn a curse into a blessing.
p. 130

Ironside says:
The portion to which we now turn, beginning with this eighth chapter
and going on to the end of the book, concerns the Jews in a very special way;
so it was written in Hebrew, as was the first part. It is of importance to see
the different applications of each of these sections. God has nothing to say
about the course of Christendom, or the Church of this dispensation, either
here or elsewhere in the Prophets. He is giving us the truth both in regard to
Judah and Israel and to the Gentiles as such. If we fail to observe this,
Scripture will be all in confusion: that is, our apprehension of it. The
principle is a simple one, but if kept in mind will aid greatly to a proper
understanding of the word of God. When in the Prophets we read of Judah,
we are not to suppose the Church is meant; nor yet when we read of Zion or of
Jerusalem. Judah means Judah, Zion means Zion, Jerusalem means
Jerusalem, Israel means Israel, and the Gentiles have neither part nor lot in
what is written concerning these.
pp. 136-37
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Sir Robert Anderson says:
The vision of the eighth chapter of Daniel has a narrower range. It
deals only with the two kingdoms which were represented by the middle
portion, or arms and body, of the image of the second chapter. The MedoPersian Empire, and the relative superiority of the younger nation, are
represented by a ram with two horns, one of which was higher than the other,
though the last to grow. And the rise of the Grecian Empire under
Alexander, followed by its division among his four successors, is typified by a
goat with a single horn between its eyes, which horn was broken and gave
place to four horns that came up instead of it. Out of one of these horns came
forth a little horn, representing a king who should become infamous as a
blasphemer of God and a persecutor of His people.
That the career of Antiochus Epiphanes was in a special way within
the scope and meaning of this prophecy is unquestioned. That its ultimate
fulfillment belongs to a future time, though not so generally admitted, is
nevertheless sufficiently clear.
pp. 41-42

Feinberg says:
As for Israel’s eternal kingdom, the prophets are replete with these
promises. To Daniel it was revealed that to the Son of Man that came to the
“Ancient of days” (Daniel 7:22), there would be given dominion, glory, and a
kingdom, His dominion being an everlasting one and His kingdom, “one
which will not be destroyed” (7:14). God had promised David, finally, that his
kingdom would exist forever. The psalm by Ethan the Ezrahite states God’s
oath to David: “His descendants shall endure forever, and his throne as the
sun before Me” (Psalm 89:36). A nation with such blessed promises as these
could well glory in the Lord.
pp. 123-24

Walvoord says:
The prophecy in this vision, however, has to do with the second and third
kingdoms implied in the image of Daniel 2 as the upper part of the body and
the arms of silver and the lower part of the body and thighs of brass. Little
detail was given in either Daniel 2 or Daniel 7 about the second and third
kingdoms though their presence is recognized.
p. 235
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Showers titles the remaining chapters of the book:
GOD’S SOVEREIGN RULE OVER ISRAEL DEMONSTRATED
p. 93

Chapters 8-12

He then says:
Now that the section dealing with God’s rule over the Gentiles was
completed, Daniel returned to using the Hebrew language. In light of the
disturbing dream or vision of chapter seven, Daniel probably was wrestling
with the following question: if three more Gentile kingdoms were to dominate
the world after Babylon, what would happen to Israel during that extensive
period of time? In response to that question, God gave Daniel revelations
concerning the future of Israel. Daniel recorded these revelations in chapters
eight through twelve. Since these chapters were concerned primarily with
Israel, Daniel wrote them in the language of Israel.
p. 95

David Jeremiah says:
WHEN DANIEL WALKED INTO THE HALL where Belshazzar and his
cronies were having that infamous and fatal party, he knew why doom was at
the door. The handwriting on the wall said that the kingdom would be
divided and given to the Medes and the Persians. How was he so sure?
In the eighth chapter of Daniel, God is going to communicate to him
the information he needs to know when he walks on the scene at the
Babylonian going-out party. This vision occurred during the third year of
Belshazzar’s reign, when Daniel was in his early sixties. God sent His own
personal envoy, the angel Gabriel, to relate to His servant Daniel the broad
sweep of Gentile history as it relates to the people of Israel.
p. 157
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David Jeremiah says further:
The first part of Daniel’s epic gives us the view of Gentile history apart
from Israel, but now we are coming to that time when Israel and its people
are the focal point. God chose to devote a special chapter in His Book to the
details about the Medes, Persians, and Greeks because these nations were
vital to the history of Israel and the life of the Jews.
The language itself even changes in chapter 8. A shift occurs from
Aramaic, the original language of the Old Testament, to Hebrew. God is
going to uniquely show how He will deal with His people.
pp. 157-58
In the passage we are now ready to consider, we are going to see a:
RAM,
GOAT, and
HORN.
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v. 1 In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, after
the one that had already appeared to me.
Daniel tells us that this “VISION” came to him:
“IN THE THIRD YEAR OF KING BELSHAZZAR’S REIGN.”
This puts us TWELVE YEARS BEFORE Daniel 5 or 551 B.C.
Daniel would be SEVENTY-FOUR YEARS OLD when he received this vision.
He says that he “HAD A VISION” and it was:
“AFTER THE ONE THAT HAD ALREADY APPEARED TO ME.”
Back in Daniel 7 it was:
Daniel 7:1
In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream,
and visions passed through his mind . . .
So on the TIMELINE, this is TWO YEARS LATER that now Daniel has this
“VISION” which we are considering here in Daniel 8.

Peterson paraphrases verse 1:
“In King Belshazzar’s third year as king, another vision came to
me, Daniel. This was now the second vision.
p. 1597
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these first two verses:
The preparation

p. 1355

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
The vision recorded by Daniel in chapter 8 came to him two years after
the vision of chapter 7 . . .
p. 1355

Walvoord says:
Accordingly, if the vision of chapter 7 occurred in 553 B.C., the vision of
chapter 8 occurred in 551 B.C., or twelve years before Belshazzar’s feast in
chapter 5. There is, therefore, no support for placing Daniel 8 near the
downfall of Babylon as was the customary chronology before The Babylonian
Chronicle was discovered.
p. 179

Smith says:
This verse states the time when the vision recorded in this chapter was given
to Daniel. The first year of Belshazzar was B.C. 540. His third year, in
which this vision was given, would consequently be 538. If Daniel, as is
supposed, was about twenty years of age when he was carried to Babylon in
the first year of Nebuchadnezzar, B.C. 606, he was at this time about eightyeight years of age. The vision he speaks of as the one “which appeared unto
him at the first,” is doubtless the vision of the seventh chapter, which he had
in the first year of Belshazzar.
pp. 188-91
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Feinberg says:
. . . The events of chapter 7 occurred during the first year of the reign of
Belshazzar (7:1). The visions described in this chapter were seen two years
later, during his third year of rule, and probably came soon before the end of
this reign. We read here that the visions he was about to relate appeared to
him after the visions he had already described in chapter 7.
p. 100

Gaebelein says:
The vision of the [8th] chapter was given to the Prophet in the third year of
the reign of the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar. It was the year
when the feast of blasphemy was held and Babylon fell. Then God took His
faithful servant aside and revealed to him new things concerning the future.
The Prophet was in Babylon when he received this vision. But in spirit, in
the vision he was transported to Shushan, the chief city of Elam, which
became one of the capitals of the Medo-Persian empire. This city is also
mentioned as the home of faithful Nehemiah and the entire story of the Book
of Esther happened there. In spirit he finds himself “near the fortress” (not
in the palace) by the river of Ulai.
p. 94

Baldwin says:

The third year of the reign of King Belshazzar would be 550/549 BC, a

significant year in which Cyrus broke free from his allegiance to Astyages the
Mede and established the joint state of the Medes and Persians.
p. 155

Young says:
Hence, both chs. 7 and 8 are chronologically prior to the events recorded in ch. 5.
p. 165
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Lange says:
In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar; hence, shortly before the end of
this king, who reigned but little more than two years . . . and therefore not long
after the incident recorded in chap. [5], which revealed the Medo-Persian
kingdom already rising with a threatening light above the political horizon of the
Chaldæn empire, as the heiress of Babylonia. Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of the
image and that of the four beasts and the Son of man (seem perhaps two years
before the present date), as well as the vision of the Medo-Persian ram and the
Græcian goat, described in the following verses, had already prepared Daniel,
before he interpreted the mysterious writing on the wall of Belshazzar’s
banquet-hall, to see Medo-Persia standing on the arena of history as the leading
world-power instead of Babylonia in the not distant future.
p. 171

Matthew Henry says:
It was in the third year of the reign of Belshazzar, his last year, as many
reckon; so that this chapter should be before the fifth. That Daniel might not
be surprised at the destruction of Babylon, now at hand. God gives him a
foresight of the destruction of other kingdoms hereafter. And this vision puts
him in mind of a former vision which appeared to him at the first, and is an
explication and confirmation of it, and points at many of the same events.
p. 1095

J. Vernon McGee says:
This is the third year of the reign of Belshazzar, the last king of Babylon.
The vision given in chapter 7 was in the first year of his reign; therefore, both
of these visions took place toward the end of the Babylonian empire.
pp. 577-78
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(A Table In The Presence by Lt. Carey H. Cash) Nashville, TN: W Publishing
Group, Thomas Nelson, Inc.; Copyright – Carey Cash, 2004.
I would find an AAV with its engine running, ready to push out on a
mission. As loudly as I could, I would pound on the back of its massive hatch.
A couple of muffled voices from inside the compartment would yell, “Who is
it?”
“It’s the chaplain!”
The hatch would swing open like an ancient vault, revealing twentyfive Marines huddled together—sweating, uncomfortable, faces covered in
dirt, but good to go—ready, willing and able to execute their mission. I was
always amazed at how many burly Marines could fit inside a poorly
ventilated space no bigger than a long bathroom, loaded down with weapons,
water, and all their other gear. How could they still be smiling when the
hatch swung open?
“Hey guys, how about a prayer before you head out?”
It never failed. Just like that, without a moment’s hesitation, all
twenty-five of them would lower their rifles to their sides, grab one another
firmly by the arms, and bow their heads.
Of course our prayers were simple, but they were exactly what we all
needed. We prayed for protection, for courage, for victory, for faith in difficult
moments, for the assurance that we were not alone, for help in making tough
decisions, for grace to endure, and for strength to overcome. We called out to
God as children, as men in need, as brothers facing trial. We relied on the
power of the Psalms, the will of God, the teachings of Jesus, and the promises
of eternal life. We clung to hope, trusted in God’s love, and believed in a
divine purpose and plan behind it all.
pp. 119-120
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v. 2 In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam;
in the vision I was beside the Ulai Canal.

Peterson paraphrases verse 2:
“In the vision, I saw myself in Susa, the capital city of the
providence Elam, standing at the Ulai Canal.
p. 1597
Daniel identifies THREE GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS, all a part of the
Medo-Persian empire.
Those locations are:
1.

“THE CITADEL OF SUSA,”

2.

“THE PROVINCE OF ELAM,” and

3.

“THE ULAI CANAL.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
In his vision Daniel saw himself in the palace in Susa, one of the Persian
royal cities, more than 200 miles east of Babylon on the Ulai Canal . . .
A century later the Persian king Xerxes built a magnificent palace there,
which was where the events recorded in the Book of Esther took place . . .
And Nehemiah was King Artaxerxes’ cupbearer in the Susa palace (Neh. 1:1).
p. 1355

Showers says:
Susa was located approximately 230 miles east of Babylon and 120 miles
north of the Persian Gulf.2 After Medo-Persia became established as a great
power, Susa was made the chief capital of the kingdom.3
p. 97
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Campbell says:
Probably Daniel was actually in Babylon, but was transported in vision to a
place some 230 miles east of that city. Formerly the capital of the Elamite
kingdom, Shushan was now an insignificant place. Yet in the future it would
be an important Persian capital, the home of Esther and of Nehemiah.
p. 92

Gangel says:
The deliverance of Daniel’s people is more than ten years away with
Babylonia still very much in control, although battles with the Persians are
already underway. Yet God wanted Daniel to see not only what would
happen in order to get his people back home but also how the flow of history
will change. Susa lay about 250 miles east of Babylon, and the citadel that
Daniel saw served as both palace and fortress for the Persian center of
government.
p. 224

J. Vernon McGee says:
The reason for the setting of the vision being at Susa rather than at
Babylon is that this vision concerns the second and third world empires. The
events foretold in this vision were all fulfilled within two hundred years.
p. 578
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v. 3 I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing
beside the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was longer
than the other but grew up later.

Peterson paraphrases verse 3:
Looking around, I was surprised to see a ram also standing at the gate.
The ram had two huge horns, one bigger than the other, but the bigger
horn was the last to appear.
p. 1597

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 3 & 4:
The vision of the ram

p. 1355

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
In his vision Daniel saw a ram with two long horns near the canal.
The significant thing was that one horn was longer than the other. The
horns did not arise simultaneously; the longer one arose after (grew up later
than) the shorter one. The disparity between the ram’s two horns recalls the
bear raised up on one side (7:5).
p. 1355

J. Vernon McGee says:
“The higher came up last.” In other words, the horn representing
Media came up first when Gobryas the Median general destroyed Babylon.
Then later the Persian monarchs gained the ascendancy over the Medes and
took the great empire to its highest peak. This ram, then, with its two horns
and one horn more prominent than the other, is the Media-Persian empire
with the Persians being in the ascendancy.
p. 578
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Gangel says:
In the early years of Medo-Persian dominion, the Medes were the
stronger power. They joined with the Babylonians and Nabopolasser in 612
B.C. to destroy the Assyrian Empire at Nineveh. But that was before Cyrus,
under whose leadership the Persians became masters of the dual empire.
The later horn became the longer horn in 550 B.C. when the Medes betrayed
their king into his hands. He conquered Ekbatana, the Median capital, and
became Cyrus the Great, king of Persia.
p. 224

Matthew Henry says:
This was the second monarchy, of which the kingdoms of Media and Persia
were the two horns. The horns were very high; but that which came up last
was the higher. The kingdom of Persia, which rose last, in Cyrus, became
more eminent than that of the Medes.
p. 1096

Feinberg says:
. . . Daniel first saw the ram with two horns. It is impossible to mistake the
identity of this animal, because it was explicitly declared in verse 20: “The
ram which you saw with the two horns represents the kings of Media and
Persia.” It referred, then, to the kings of the Medo-Persian Empire, which
followed the Babylonian Empire. This was the empire represented by the
breast and arms of silver in the vision of the great statue (2:31-32); and by
the bear in the vision of the four beasts (7:5).
The horn is still a symbol of power, as it was in chapter 7. One of the
ram’s horns is longer than the other, with the longer one coming up last.
This longer horn represents Persia, which was of little importance until the
time of Cyrus. Under his leadership, Persia came to overshadow Media, even
though Media was the more ancient kingdom.
p. 100
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Smith says:
In verse 20 an interpretation of this symbol is given us in plain
language: “The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of
Media and Persia.” We have only, therefore, to consider how well the symbol
answers to the power in question. The two horns represented the two
nationalities of which the empire consisted. The higher came up last. This
represented the Persian element, which, from being at first simply an ally of
the Medes, came to be the leading division of the empire.
p. 191

Stortz says:
In Daniel 8, unlike the visions of Daniel 2 and 7, there is no prophecy
of Babylon, because the ruler at the time of the vision, Belshazzar, is the last
ruler of Babylon. The Babylonian Kingdom was virtually finished. Therefore
Daniel 8 begins with the second empire, the Medes and the Persians.
p. 131

Blair says:
This vision was given when Belshazzar was still in power. No one
would have suspected that Medo-Persia would soon destroy the reign of the
present ruler. But the time of the ram was nearing. Incidentally, the ram
was the symbol of Persia, which she bore on all her banners. Again, how
descriptive the Scriptures are. The “two horns” depict the two nations, Media
and Persia, the one “higher than the other, and the higher came up last.”
Later Persia became the more powerful of the two.
p. 158
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J. Sidlow Baxter says:
In chapter [8] the two empires, Media-Persia and Greece, are each
mentioned by name, and in such a way as absolutely forbids our making either
of them into more than one of the metals. Daniel is shown “a ram which had
two horns, but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last”
(verse 3). The heavenly interpreter says: “The ram which thou sawest that had
the two horns, they are the kings of Media and Persia” (verse 20). So the one
figure, the ram, represents Medes and Persians as one kingdom, while yet the
twofold character of that kingdom is preserved in the two horns, the smaller
being the Medes, the later and higher one the Persians, who, later, under
Cyrus and his successors, assumed the supremacy. The correspondence here
with the silver breast and arms of the image will be seen at once, the two horns
and the two arms in each case denoting the dual nature of Media-Persia, while
yet the unity of that empire is preserved in the one ram and the one metal.
p. 81

Patrick & Lowth say:
. . . Horns are an emblem of power and dominion . . . So this ram with two
horns denotes the kingdoms of Media and Persia united into one government.
The Hebrew reads one ram: but the adjective one means no more than an
article prefixed to a noun substantive; and so it is used . . . The ram was the
royal ensign of the Persians . . .
p. 662
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(Unveiling the End Times in Our Time by Adrian Rogers) Nashville, TN:
Broadman & Holman. Copyright – Adrian Rogers, 2004.
Mathematics professor and author Peter Stoner wrote a book entitled
Science Speaks. In it he explained the probability of Old Testament
prophecies regarding Jesus Christ. There are scores of prophecies in God’s
Word about Jesus Christ, but Stoner took only eight (Psalm 22:16; Isaiah
53:7; Micah 5:2; Zechariah 9:9; 11:12-13; 13:6; Malachi 3:1). Mathematically,
he reasoned that the chance of one man fulfilling all eight prophecies was
astronomical. To illustrate the magnitude of this probability, he said:
If you mark one of ten tickets, and place all the tickets in a hat,
and thoroughly stir them, and then ask a blindfolded man to draw one,
his chance of getting the right ticket is one in ten. Suppose that we take
millions of silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas. They’ll cover
all the state two feet deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir
the whole mass thoroughly, all over the state. Blindfold a man and tell
him that he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick up one
silver dollar and say that this is the right one. What chance would he
have of getting the right one? Just the same chance that the prophets
would’ve had of writing these eight prophecies and having them all come
true in any one man, from their day to the present time, providing they
wrote them in their own wisdom.4
4. Peter Stoner, Science Speaks (Chicago: Moody Press, 1969), 106-107.

pp. 48-49
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v. 4 I watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the north and the
south. No animal could stand against him, and none could rescue from
his power. He did as he pleased and became great.

Peterson paraphrases verse 4:
I watched as the ram charged: first west, then north, then south. No
beast could stand up to him. He did just as he pleased, strutting as if
he were king of the beasts.
p. 1597
“THE RAM” charges in THREE DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS. “TOWARD”:
1.

“THE WEST,”

2.

“THE NORTH,” and

3.

“THE SOUTH.”

There are TWO THINGS that are said about him:
1.

“NO ANIMAL COULD STAND AGAINST HIM” and

2.

“NONE COULD RESCUE FROM HIS POWER.”

As a RESULT of that, we observe TWO THINGS:
1.

“HE DID AS HE PLEASED” and

2.

“[HE] BECAME GREAT.”
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The ram that had been standing by the canal began to charge toward the
west . . . north and . . . south. His charge was irresistible; none could escape
his onslaught. Doing as he wished, the ram dominated all the territory
against which he moved and became great.
p. 1355

Patrick & Lowth say:

I saw the ram pushing westward,] Persia lay eastward of Babylon: so all the
conquests of Cyrus over Syria and the adjacent countries enlarged his
dominions westward.
p. 663

Blair says:
Notice the direction in which the Persian Empire launched its attack,
“westward, and northward, and southward.” Coming from the east they did
not press eastward, but only in the three directions. History gives evidence of
the complete and detailed fulfillment of this prophecy. The Persians achieved
vast conquests in the directions cited by Daniel. The result was that this
mighty empire spread from India to Ethiopia, which at the time was the
known world.
p. 159

J. Vernon McGee says:
“I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward.” Why
doesn’t it say he was pushing eastward? Persia was in the east and made no
further advance into the Far East.
p. 578
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Showers says:
The ram butted toward the west, north and south, overpowering other
animals at will and exalting itself. Coming from the east, Medo-Persia
conquered primarily toward the west (Babylonia, Syria, Asia Minor), north
(Armenia, regions around the Caspian Sea) and south (Egypt, Ethiopia).8
p. 97

Young says:
[Daniel] beheld the ram pushing (i.e., butting), thus symbolizing the rapid
conquests of Cyrus and Darius. The ram pushes to the west, north and
south, but not to the east, for not until the time of Darius did the Persians
make many conquests in the east and these were not of a permanent nature.
p. 167

Baldwin says:
The rapid progress of Cyrus during the ten years 549-539 suggested a ram
goring every beast that withstood him. By thrusting westward and
northward into Asia Minor he bypassed Babylon, only to capture it later and
take lands to the south-west and south-east. The writer is passing judgment
in noting that he did as he pleased and magnified himself. Nearly two
hundred years of history and political aggrandisement, such as the world had
not before seen, are summed up in this verse.
p. 156

Walvoord says:
As Young puts it, “Neither here or elsewhere does [Daniel] conceive of an
independently existing Median empire.”14 Historically, it was the
combination of the Medes and the Persians which proved irresistible for
almost two hundred years, until Alexander the Great came on the scene.15
pp. 181-82
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Walvoord says in his book Every Prophecy of the Bible:
Persian power historically reached its biblically significant triumph when
Babylon was conquered in October 539 B.C. Until Alexander the Great came
on the scene 200 years later, Persian power was predominant. Though
Daniel was alive and observed the fulfillment of prophecies surrounding the
destruction of Babylon and the coming of the Medes and the Persians in his
lifetime, he did not live long enough to see the outcome of Persian rule as this
prophecy will reveal.
p. 236

Leupold says:
The history of the Persian Empire is sketched briefly. Beginning from
its native Persia, the conquests made, especially under Cyrus the Great,
extended in three directions: to the west, the north, and the south. The
fourth point of the compass is not mentioned because, under the
circumstances, it was not feasible for Persia to make conquests toward the
east. She herself was the eastern part of her empire.
pp. 337-38

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
ram pushing westward—Persia conquered westward Babylon, Mesopotamia,
Syria, Asia Minor. northward—Colchis, Armenia, Ibneria, and the dwellers
on the Caspian Sea. southward—Judea, Egypt, Ethiopia, Libya; also India,
under Darius. He does not say eastward, for the Persians themselves came
from the east . . .
p. 751

Wiersbe says:
Cyrus and his armies did indeed “push westward and northward and
southward” and defeat their enemies, taking Libya, Egypt, all of Asia Minor
and moving as far as India, creating the largest empire ever in the ancient
east until the time of Alexander the Great. Once his conquests were
consolidated, he attacked Babylon and took it in 539.
p. 97
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Miller says:
“No animal could stand against” the ram, and no deliverance from its
power was to be found from any source. Apparently other unnamed beasts
entered the vision to challenge the ram but were defeated. The meaning is
that no country could resist Medo-Persian power. Medo-Persia did as it
“pleased” and “became great” (“became strong,” NRSV; “magnified himself,”
NASB16). The text means that the Medo-Persian Empire would become large
and powerful, which did in fact occur. More territory was controlled by this
empire than by any other until that time.
16The

NASB’s translation is possible if “himself” is understood as implied, but either
the NIV or the NRSV redering is better.

p. 222

Haskell says:
As the ram pushed westward, northward, and southward, and no beast
could stand before it, so the Medo-Persian empire extended its dominion in
these directions. At the fall of Babylon one hundred and twenty provinces
recognized the authority of Cyrus and Darius. These were held in subjection,
and others added, so that in the time of Ahasuerus of Esther, the kingdom
controlled one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, and extended from India
on the east to the Mediterranean on the west, and from the Caspian Sea to
Ethiopia. It was then called a glorious kingdom, and the monarch was
spoken of as “his excellent majesty.”
p. 105

Goldingay says:
There is nothing inherently wrong about “doing great things” . . . but the
expression is only used in an unequivocally good sense of God . . . of human
beings it tends to suggest arrogance . . . or at least achievement at someone
else’s expense . . . here achievement that presages calamity. The expression
has the foreboding ambiguity of the mouth speaking great things . . .
p. 209
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In summary of verse 4, we then see in “THE RAM” the:
MEDIO-PERSIAN EMPIRE.
He is described as:

“CHARG[ING] TOWARD THE WEST AND THE NORTH AND THE
SOUTH.”
There are then TWO THINGS that are said about this EMPIRE:
1.

“NO ANIMAL COULD STAND AGAINST HIM” and
2.

“NONE COULD RESCUE FROM HIS POWER.”

We then have the SUMMARY STATEMENT of this EMPIRE at the end of
verse 4:
1.

“HE DID AS HE PLEASED” and

2.

“[HE] BECAME GREAT.”
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v. 5 As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn
between his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without
touching the ground.

Peterson paraphrases verse 5:
“While I was watching this, wondering what it all meant, I saw
a billy goat with an immense horn in the middle of its forehead come
up out of the west and fly across the whole country, not once touching
the ground.
p. 1597

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Daniel then saw a goat with a powerful single horn arise suddenly
. . . from the west. His speed was so great that his feet did not touch the
ground.
p. 1355

Walvoord says:
The whole vision concerning Greece was most appropriate as describing
the conquest of Alexander the Great who with rapid marches of his army
conquered the whole Middle East and went as far as India. No conqueror
preceding Alexander ever covered more territory so quickly. Accordingly, the
fact that the goat was pictured as not touching the ground but flying through
the air would correspond to Alexander’s rapid conquest. This was implied also
in Daniel 7 where the third empire, Greece, was compared to a leopard, a very
swift animal that in Daniel’s vision was described as having four wings,
implying great speed (7:2).
p. 237
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown speak of the:
notable horn—Alexander. “Touched not . . . ground,” implies the incredible
swiftness of his conquests; he overran the world in less than twelve years.
p. 751

Miller says:
Alexander was one of the great military strategists of history. He was
born in 356 B.C., the son of a great conqueror in his own right, Philip of
Macedon. Philip had united Greece with Macedonia and was planning to
attack Persia when he was murdered. Alexander, educated under the famed
Aristotle, was only twenty in 336 B.C. when he succeeded his father as king.
A year and a half later (334 B.C.), he launched his attack against the
Persians. In that same year Alexander won the Battle of Granicus in Asia
Minor, thereby bringing to an end the dominance of the Medo-Persian
empire. With his subsequent victories at Issus . . . and Arbela . . . the
conquest of Medo-Persia was complete. Incredibly within only three years
Alexander had conquered the entire Near East.
p. 223

Walvoord says:
Like Alexander, the he goat comes “from the west on the face of the whole
earth,” that is, his conquests beginning in Greece move east and cover the
entire territory. The implication in the vision, where it states that the he
goat “touched not the ground,” is the impression of tremendous speed, which
characterized the conquest of Alexander. The unusual horn, one large horn
instead of the normal two, symbolically represents the single leadership
provided by Alexander.
p. 183

Showers says:
Greece was situated west of Medo-Persia, and Alexander the Great moved his
Greek-Macedonian army from that direction to attack the Medo-Persian
kingdom.
p. 98
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J. Vernon McGee says:
The goat represents Greece . . . and the horn typifies Alexander the Great.
Under Xerxes, Persia intended to move west, but from the west came
this goat which was moving so fast it “touched not the ground”—that
corresponds to the four wings of the panther and denotes the speed with
which Alexander moved his army.
p. 578

Patrick & Lowth say:
The goat is described here as coming from the west, that is, from Greece, on
the face of the whole earth; i.e. carrying all before him as he went: denoting
thereby the uninterrupted success of Alexander the Great.
p. 663

J. Sidlow Baxter says:
Equally clearly are we told the identity of the “he-goat” which destroys
Media-Persia . . . “The rough goat is the king of Grecia; and the great horn
that is between his eyes is the first king” . . . In the vision, however, “the
great horn” (Alexander the Great) was broken, and for it came up four
notable ones toward the four winds of heaven” . . . This also is explained:
“That (the great horn) being broken, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the
nation, but not with his power” . . . Here, then, while the later divisions of the
Greek empire are clearly anticipated, Alexander and his successors are
represented as forming one empire, under this figure of the he-goat.
Definitely, then, if Media-Persia is the silver breast and arms of the image,
Greece must be the lower trunk of brass.
p.81
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Stortz says:
It is important to understand that Alexander’s rise to power was two
centuries after Daniel made this prophecy—two hundred years! These four
kingdoms could not have been imagined by any normal human mind. There
would be no way a human could predict this. In fact, these prophecies are so
accurate that liberal scholars, those who do not believe that the Bible is God’s
holy and inerrant Word, suggest that Daniel must have written this book in
the first century before Christ. For them that is the only explanation for the
accuracy of Daniel. They do not believe this is prophecy. They think it is
recorded history, because it is so accurate.
p. 134

Smith says:
“As I was considering,” says the prophet; and in this he sets an
example for every lover of the truth, and all who have any regard for things
higher than the objects of time and sense. When Moses saw the burning
bush, he said, “I will now turn aside, and see this great sight.” But how few
are willing at the present time to turn aside from their pursuit of business or
pleasure to consider the important themes to which both the mercy and the
providence of God are striving to call their attention.
p. 192

Feinberg says:
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This verse also indicates that the male goat “was coming from the west over
the surface of the whole earth.” He seemed to reach out over the whole world.
This well describes the movements of Alexander, who conquered the entire known
world—and then wept because there were no more worlds to conquer!
pp. 101-2

Matthew Henry says:
He was considering the ram and, behold, a he-goat came . . . This was
Alexander the Great, the son of Philip king of Macedonia. He came from the
west, from Greece. He did in effect conquer the world. He touched not the
ground, so lightly did he move; that is, he met with little or no opposition.
p. 1096
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Gangel says:

p. 225

SUPPORTING IDEA: Just when the evil empires of this world think
themselves to be at the pinnacle of power, God brings them down.

Lucas says:
Even without the explicit interpretation of v. 21, it would be fairly clear that
the goat charging swiftly from the west must symbolize the advent of
Alexander the Great. He is identified specifically with its ‘conspicuous horn’.
Between 334 and 331 BC he won a series of victories over Darius III and
became ruler of an empire that stretches from Greece to India.
p. 214

Gowan says:
The impact of the exploits of Alexander the Great on the Near East is
described in vivid terms, however. The speed with which his army moved is
represented by having him cross the fact of the whole earth without touching
the ground . . .
p. 119

David Jeremiah says:
The first Greek colony was established by an oracle that sent a goat for a
guide to build a city. The goat came to the region of Greece, and in gratitude
for the goat’s leading them in the right direction, they called the city Agae,
meaning “The Goat City.” The name of the sea upon whose shores the city
was built was called the Aegean Sea, or the “Goat Sea.”
p. 160
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David Jeremiah says further:
When he was growing up, his mother taught him that he was the descendant
of Achilles and Hercules. No wonder the kid was motivated. When he was
just a little boy there was a horse that everyone in his family had tried to
break, but no one could to it. Alexander said, “I’ll do it!” And he did.
According to historians, that was the horse that he rode in all of the great
campaigns as he led the Greeks in their conquest of the world.
His father, Philip of Macedon, was a great military man, and we are
told that Alexander used to spend most of his time worrying that there
wouldn’t be anything left for him to conquer because his father was such a
great military leader. After a particularly significant victory by Philip, he
pulled his son aside and said, “Alexander, my son, seek out a kingdom worthy
of yourself. Macedonia is too small for you.” What an encouraging dad. He
was saying, “Son, you’re greater than I am. Go for something big!” And
Alexander thought, “I’ll go for the world.”
p. 161
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v. 6 He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the
canal and charged at him in great rage.

Peterson paraphrases verse 6:
The billy goat approached the double-horned ram that I had earlier
seen standing at the gate and, enraged, charged it viciously.
p. 1597
Here, in verse 6, the GOAT does TWO THINGS:
1.

“HE CAME TOWARD THE TWO-HORNED RAM” and

2.

“[HE] CHARGED AT HIM IN GREAT RAGE.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The goat, determined to destroy the two-horned ram, went at him in great
rage . . . furiously and broke the ram’s two horns.
p. 1355
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v. 7 I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering his
two horns. The ram was powerless to stand against him; the goat
knocked him to the ground and trampled on him, and none could
rescue the ram from his power.

Peterson paraphrases verse 7:
I watched as, mad with rage, it charged the ram and hit it so hard that
it broke off its two horns. The ram didn’t stand a chance against it.
The billy goat knocked the ram to the ground and stomped all over it.
Nothing could have saved the ram from the goat.
p. 1597
We have just witnessed in this action, on the part of the “GOAT”:
THE FALL OF THE MEDO-PERSIAN EMPIRE and
THE ASCENDANCY OF THE GRECIAN EMPIRE under the
leadership of ALEXANDER THE GREAT.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The ram was powerless to defend himself and the goat subjugated the
ram. The greatness that had characterized the ram now belonged to the goat.
Previously none could escape from the ram’s power (v. 4); now none could
escape from the goat (v. 7).
p. 1355

Wiersbe says:
Now Daniel sees Greece as an angry goat who runs so swiftly his feet don’t
even touch the ground! The large protruding horn represents Alexander the
Great who led the armies of Greece from victory to victory and extended his
empire even beyond what Cyrus had done with the Persian army. But the
horn was broken, for Alexander died in Babylon in June 323, at the age of
thirty-three, and his vast kingdom was divided among four of his leaders,
symbolized by the four horns that grew up . . .
p. 98
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(Season of Life by Jeffrey Marx) New York, NY: Simon & Schuster. Copyright
– Jeffrey Marx, 2003.
My father’s concept of masculinity was that men don’t cry, men don’t feel,
men don’t need, men don’t touch—that if you really want to be a man, you
learn how to dominate and control.
p. 37
Joe had a catchy way of summarizing our cultural progression of false
masculinity—from ball field to bedroom to billfold.
“The problem with all this stuff is that it creates a paradigm that
basically sets men up for tremendous failures in their lives,” Joe said.
“Because it gives us this concept that what we need to do as men is compare
what we have and compete with others for what they have.
pp. 72-73
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v. 8 The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn
was broken off, and in its place four prominent horns grew up toward
the four winds of heaven.

Peterson paraphrases verse 8:
“Then the billy goat swelled to an enormous size. At the height
of its power its immense horn broke off and four other big horns
sprouted in its place, pointing to the four points of the compass.
p. 1597
In the opening phrases of verse 8 we learn that ALEXANDER THE GREAT
became very great but at the “HEIGHT OF HIS POWER” he had a tragedy:
“HIS LARGE HORN WAS BROKEN OFF.”
Yes, ALEXANDER THE GREAT did accomplish great things but he
DIED AT A VERY EARLY AGE.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
As soon as the goat was elevated to great power, his large single horn was
broken off, and its place was taken by four prominent horns.
The description of this goat is somewhat parallel to the third beast in
7:6, the leopard with wings. Both were rapid, and the leopard had four heads
whereas the goat had four horns. The goat’s horns probably represented
kings (just as the horns on the fourth beast represented kings, 7:24).
p. 1355
This verse reminds me of the story of JESUS in:
Luke 12:19, 20
‘And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for
many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ “But
God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you;
and now who will own what you have prepared?’
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Lucas says:
The ram ‘became great’ but the goat ‘grew very great’, reflecting the greater
extent of Alexander’s conquests. At the height of his power he died of a fever
in Babylon in 323 BC. After his death the empire was divided between four
of his generals.
p. 214

Gangel says:
In the place of the former horn, four prominent horns grew up toward the
four winds of heaven. Wood says: “The thought here parallels the four heads
of Daniel 7:6. Alexander’s empire was divided among four of his generals:
Cassander receiving Macedonia and Greece; Lysimachus, Thrace and much of
Asia Minor; Seleucus, Assyria and a vast region to the east; and Ptolemy,
Egypt” (Wood, Daniel, 102).
p. 226

Feinberg says:
Upon the death of Alexander, a long and confused power struggle erupted
among his generals. The Hellenistic Empire was finally divided among the
four victorious generals, each of whom ruled over a quarter of the empire.
Seleucus assumed power over the eastern portion of the empire, Cassander
over the west, Ptolemy over the south, and Lysimachus over the north. This
fourfold division explains the reference in this verse to “the four winds of
heaven,” and each of those generals was represented by one of the four horns.
p. 103

Smith says:
These held dominion toward the four winds of heaven. Cassander had the
western parts; Lysimachus had the northern regions; Seleucus possessed the
eastern countries; and Ptolemy had the southern portion of the empire.
p. 197
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Patrick & Lowth say:

The great horn was broken;] Alexander died in the height of his triumphs and
prosperity . . .
p. 663

J. Vernon McGee begins with a question:
What was it that broke this horn? There was no human power that could break
it. We are told that when he came to power, the whole world was under the heel
of Alexander the Great. Tradition says that he sat down and wept because there
were no more worlds to conquer—he had conquered the then-known world.
However, in the midst of his vast projects, he was seized by a fever after a
nightlong drinking bout, and he died in Babylon in the year 323 B.C. at the age
of thirty-two. “When he was strong, the great horn was broken.”
p. 579

He says further:
All three of these empires—the Babylonian, the Media-Persian, and
the Graeco-Macedonian—went down in a drunken orgy. Let me say that I do
not think our nation will be destroyed by marijuana or heroin, but alcohol
will destroy it. Don’t misunderstand me—I am not for legalizing marijuana,
and I believe the drug traffic is a grave danger, but we have lost sight of the
fact that alcohol destroys nations.
p. 579

He says finally:
When Alexander died, his empire was divided among four men (which
correspond to the four heads of the panther in ch. 7). These were the four
generals who divided the empire: Cassander, who was married to Alexander’s
sister and took the European section (Macedonia and Greece); Lysimachus
who took the great part of Asia Minor, which is modern Turkey; Seleucus who
took Asia, all the eastern part of the empire, except Egypt; and Ptolemy who
took Egypt and North Africa.
p. 579
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Walvoord says:
Alexander, who had conquered more of the world than any previous ruler,
was not able to conquer himself. Partly due to a strenuous exertion, his
dissipated life, and a raging fever, Alexander died in a drunken debauch at
Babylon, not yet thirty-three years of age. His death left a great conquest
without an effective single leader, and it took about twenty years for the
empire to be successfully divided.
p. 184

Miller says:
Alexander “carved out an empire of 15 million square miles,”18 but at
the pinnacle of his career, having conquered much of the known world, the
great conqueror died. On returning to Babylon from the east, he was taken
with a severe fever (possibly malaria) and on June 13, 323 B.C. died at the
age of thirty-two. Alexander spread the Greek language and culture all over
the world, an act that prepared the world for the gospel by giving it a
common speech, Koine Greek, the language of the New Testament.
p. 224

18Whitcomb,

Daniel, 110.

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
The empire was in full strength at Alexander’s death by fever at Babylon,
and seemed then least likely to fall. Yet it was then “broken.”
p. 751

Young says:
The breaking of the great horn symbolizes the death of Alexander. In the
vision the manner of the great horn is not stated. When the “acting greatly”
of the horn had reached its climax, then was the horn broken. Apparently we
are to understand that Divine Providence permitted the great horn to
continue for a time and then broke it.
p. 169
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Young says further:

Four winds]—The four kingdoms well correspond to the four points of the

compass. Thus, the vast empire, founded by Alexander, was dispersed to the
four winds.
pp. 169-70

Campbell says:
Finally, in a prophetic statement not to be fulfilled for many years,
Daniel’s vision predicts that Alexander’s empire would fall into four divisions
(v. 8). After over 20 years of struggle and infighting, Alexander’s four
generals assumed rule as follows: Cassander over Macedonia and Greece;
Lysimachus over Thrace and most of Asia Minor; Seleucus over Syria and
vast territory to the east; and Ptolemy over Egypt and possibly Palestine.
p. 94

Phillips & Vines say:
Few mourned his passing. He had led his troops over twenty thousand
miles of war and bloodshed, leaving behind a long rail of burned and ravaged
cities, mountains of dead men, rivers of tears. He savagely subdued cities
and kingdoms, but as soon as he was safely on his way, insurrection broke
out behind him. When he died, his empire descended at once into anarchy.
His wife Roxane and his thirteen-year-old son were murdered in 310 B.C., so
that no direct descendent remained.
Rumor persisted that Alexander had been poisoned, that his old tutor,
Aristotle, had prepared the brew, that Cassander brought it to Babylon, and
that it was administered by Iolaus, the king’s cupbearer. It may have been
so. It may have been that he died from malaria, aggravated by his
drunkenness. It may have been that he never fully recovered from the
terrible wound he had received in India. In any case, the tyrant was dead.
p. 121
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Dyer says:
In 334 B.C., Alexander the Great and the Greeks, bent on conquest, crossed
the Hellespont separating Europe from Asia. In a series of rapid and
stunning defeats, the Medo-Persian empire collapsed before Alexander. In
just eleven years, Alexander and his army conquered the then-known world.
Arriving at Babylon after having run roughshod over the Medo-Persian
empire, Alexander made great plans for the city to become the eastern capital
of his empire. He set men to work rebuilding and enlarging the temple of
Marduk and the ziggurat in the center of the city.5 He began preparing the
Euphrates as a major shipping port. He had a harbor dug that was large
enough for a thousand war ships, and he built dockyards on it.6 Unfortunately,
Alexander died when he was only 32 years old, long before he could complete
all his ambitious projects.
pp. 123-24

David Jeremiah says:
Two hundred years before Alexander died, God described in the
minutest detail exactly how history was going to be written. A story was told
that when Alexander was on his way to Jerusalem to conquer that city, one of
the Jewish priests gave him a copy of the Book of Daniel and said, “You’ve got
to read this. You’re in here!” Alexander read the prophecy, and it was said
that he got down on his knees and worshiped. However, he did not save
himself from an early death, just as it was foretold.
p. 162
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(Promises: A Daily Guide to Supernatural Living by Bill Bright) Orlando, FL:
NewLife Publications. Copyright – Bill Bright, 1993.
A newly appointed director of affairs for our ministry [came] to me for
counsel. He inquired, “What are the biggest problems I will encounter in my
new area of responsibility?”
“Three major ones,” I responded. “First, pride, the problem that
caused Satan to seek a place of authority over God Himself, resulting in his
expulsion from heaven. Since creation, man’s greatest problem has been
pride—thinking more highly of oneself than one ought to think.
“Your second problem will be materialism—the desire to accumulate
wealth, to live the good life, to keep up with the Joneses with better houses,
cars, clothes and security.
“And the third problem will be sex, the temptation to immorality.
Man’s second greatest drive after self-preservation is sex. In the marriage
bond, sex is a beautiful God-give privilege. But out of marriage, it results in
grieving and quenching the Spirit and, ultimately, in God’s discipline.
Therefore, be faithful to the wife God has given you and love her as Christ
loved the church (Ephesians 5:25).
(Day 315)

(Game Day Decisions: Devotions for Athletes by Elliot Johnson) Grand
Island, NE: Cross Training Publishing. Copyright – Cross Training
Publishing, 2000.
Lost Joy

What has happened to all your joy?

Galatians 4:15

VYACHESLAV IVANOV WON a gold medal in the 1956 Melbourne Olympics
in the single sculls event. The Russian athlete climbed happily aboard a float
moored to a dock for the awards ceremony. When he received his medal, he
joyfully jumped up and down—and accidentally dropped the medal! It fell
between two slats and sank to the bottom of the lake, never to be found!
Almost as quickly as Ivanov lost his medal, the Galatian Christians
lost their joy when Paul left them.
p. 27
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v. 9 Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in
power to the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land.

Peterson paraphrases verse 9:
And then from one of these big horns another horn sprouted. It started
small, but then grew to an enormous size, facing south and east—
toward lovely Palestine.
pp. 1597-98
We are introduced to a FIFTH HORN in this passage. We had FOUR in
verse 8 and now we have another one coming from one of those four.
There are TWO THINGS that are said about this new “HORN”:
1.

“[IT] STARTED SMALL” and

2.

“[IT] GREW IN POWER TO THE SOUTH AND TO THE EAST
AND TOWARD THE BEAUTIFUL LAND.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Out of one of the four horns came another horn. It had an insignificant
beginning but it exerted power southward and eastward and toward the
Beautiful Land, that is, the land of Israel.
p. 1355

Campbell says:
C.I. Scofield said in his Notes (Scofield Bible), “They are alike in hatred of the
Jews and of God, and in profaning the temple.” In fact, it seems clear that
Antiochus Epiphanes, the enemy of the Jews in the intertestamental period,
foreshadowed Antichrist, the enemy of the Jews in the Tribulation. What
Antiochus did is a pattern for what Antichrist will do.
p. 95
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Miller says:
Starting “small” . . . “little with the idea of insignificant”23) indicates
that Antiochus would have an insignificant beginning. Although his nephew,
son of his older brother Seleucus IV, was the rightful heir to the throne.
Antiochus gained this position through bribery and flattery. He made
notable conquests in “the south” (Egypt), “the east” (Persia, Parthia,
Armenia), and “the Beautiful Land”24 (Palestine). Palestine is called
“Beautiful” (. . . , “place of beauty or honor” . . . not because of its scenery but
because of its spiritual significance. It was a place of beauty and honor
because Yahweh God had chosen it as the center of his operations on the
earth and because his people lived there.
23 BDB.

859.
to most scholars and without sufficient evidence, Montgomery considers
the “Beautiful Land” to be a gloss (Daniel, 333, 339; also Hartman and Di Lella, Daniel 225).
He believes that the inclusion of the phrase is “absurd when aligned with two given points of
the compass” (ibid.), but Antiochus’s activities in Palestine are the whole point of the vision
and certainly would have been noted immediately upon introduction of this evil character.
24 Contrary

p. 225

J. Vernon McGee says:
The “little horn” of this chapter is not the same as described in the
previous chapter. There the little horn arises out of the fourth kingdom; here
the little horn comes out of the third kingdom. This little horn is historical,
while the little horn of chapter 7 is to be revealed in the future. The little
horn being presently considered came out of Syria from the Seleucid dynasty.
He was Antiochus IV, or Epiphanes, the son of Antiochus the Great. He is
sometimes called Epimanes, “the mad-man”—he was another demented rule.
p. 579

Patrick & Lowth say:

And out of one of them came forth a little horn,] From one of these four
successors of Alexander came forth Antiochus, afterward called Epiphanes,
or Illustrious, by his flatterers, but was, indeed, “a vile person, to whom the
honour of the kingdom did not belong,” . . .
p. 663
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Feinberg says:
. . . The “small horn” referred to here has been taken by some to mean the
“little horn” described in chapter 7. However, if one compares the two
passages carefully, it is clear that they do not refer to the same things at all.
In chapter 7, the “little horn” arose from the fourth world empire, whereas
this “small horn” arises from the third. In chapter 7, the “little horn” arose as
an eleventh horn following the first ten, whereas here the “small horn” comes
out of the four horns of the male goat. Thus the two cannot be taken to refer
to the same thing.
This “rather small horn . . . grew exceedingly great.” It is generally
agreed that this horn represented Antiochus Epiphanes of Syria, who reigned
there in the second century B.C. In fact, one of the ancient translations of the
Old Testament—the Syriac version—inserts into the text of the Bible here
the words “Antiochus Epiphanes.” Antiochus, whose name meant “illustrious
one,” was the eighth king of the dynasty founded in Syria by Alexander’s
general Seleucus. The noncanonical book of First Maccabees, which was
written during the time between the Old and New Testaments, describes
Antiochus in the following way:
So Alexander died after a reign of twelve years. His officers then took
power, each in his own territory. They all assumed royal diadems after
his death, and their descendants continued to succeed them for many
years and brought much evil upon the world. A wicked shoot sprouted
from this stock, Antiochus Epiphanes, son of King Antiochus. This
Antiochus Epiphanes, after having been a hostage in Rome, became
king in the year 137 of the Hellenistic dynasty . . .
pp. 103-104

Gangel says:

When evil empires of the world war among themselves, the people of the Lord
are often hurt, and truth is often sacrificed.
p. 227

He says further:
Virtually all serious commentators consider this a prophecy of Antiochus IV
called Epiphanes, the eighth king in the Syrian dynasty who held power from
175 to 164 B.
p. 227
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Wiersbe says:
Out of one of those horns a “little horn” appears who becomes a great leader,
and this is Antiochus Epiphanes, the ruler of Syria from 175 to 163 B.C. and
known as one of the cruelest tyrants in history.
p. 99

Walvoord says:
There is an obvious distinction between the little horn which is
mentioned here and the little horn of Daniel 7:8. The little horn of Daniel 7
came out of the fourth empire and in its final stage which, properly
interpreted, still refers to the future. By contrast, the little horn of Daniel 8
came out of the third kingdom, the goat, and refers to prophecy that has
already been fulfilled.
p. 238

Goldingay says:
“The fairest” . . . is a term for the land of Israel, the land flowing with milk
and honey, in Ezek 20:6, 15, of which the allusion here may be a reminiscence.
p. 209

Baldwin says:
The land of God’s promise could not but be most beautiful, especially to those
exiled from it.
p. 157

Boice says:
The chief new element of this vision and the part that particularly
concerned the Jews in this period is the prediction of another “little horn”
who would desecrate the sanctuary and persecute the people of the “Beautiful
land.” I say another little horn, because it would be a mistake to confuse this
individual with the little horn in Chapter 7.
p. 90
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Berrigan says:

The two animal-kings are granted small attention in the oracle. Daniel turns
away from their furious butting and rutting. Rather, the vision concentrates
with horror on the “little horn,” Antiochus IV, on his reprisals against
Jerusalem and violation of the temple precincts. In such ways he devastates
“the glorious land” and its people.
p. 134
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v. 10 It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the
starry host down to the earth and trampled on them.

Peterson paraphrases verse 10:
The horn grew tall, reaching to the stars, the heavenly army, and
threw some of the stars to the earth and stomped on them.
p. 1598
This little “horn” does THREE THINGS here in verse 10:
1.

“IT GREW UNTIL,”

2.

“IT REACHED THE HOST OF THE HEAVENS,” and

3.

“IT THREW SOME OF THE STARRY HOST DOWN TO THE
EARTH AND TRAMPLED ON THEM.”

It is believed by many that the “STARRY HOST” is reference to:
FAITHFUL ISRAELITES.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
He became a great persecutor of the people of Israel (the host of the heaven . .
. and he subjugated that nation (trampled on them).
pp. 1355-56
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Walvoord says:
The best approach is to accept this as primarily fulfilled prophecy as
Antiochus Epiphanes met the requirements set down in this prophecy though
this may typically picture the time of the end.
According to history, Antiochus Epiphanes set himself up as God, thus
disregarding “the starry host” (v. 10) or the powers of heaven. He set himself
up as the “Prince of the host” (v. 11) in the sense of making himself great.
Antiochus took away and stopped the daily sacrifices offered by the Jews in
the temple and desecrated their sanctuary (v. 13), turning it into a pagan
temple. He fulfilled the requirements of throwing truth to the ground (v. 12).
History has recorded that Antiochus by taking the name Epiphanes, which
means glorious one, assumed that he was God, much as the little horn of
Daniel 7 will do in the future Great Tribulation. His role is similar to the
future role of the coming world dictator.
p. 239

Gangel says:
. . . what could Daniel mean when he says this horn reached the host of the
heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled
on them? Obviously Antiochus never literally threw out any stars. Almost
every commentator assumes a reference here to the people of God, perhaps
particularly the priests. We remember Joseph’s dream about stars and
leadership (Gen. 37:9-10) and how God promised Abraham that his people
would be as great in number as the stars (Gen. 15:5; 22:17).
Some think the reference to starry host should be interpreted as angels,
but Antiochus had no control whatsoever over God’s messengers; such a
connection is more poetic than realistic. Historians estimate that Antiochus
killed about one hundred thousand Jews during his viscous onslaught to the
south. This record appears in detail in 1 and 2 Maccabees, which, though we do
not consider them inspired Scripture, are worthy sources for accurate history.
pp. 227
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Miller says:
“Threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on
them” signifies that Antiochus would persecute the Jewish saints in
Palestine. “Trampled upon them” suggests severe persecution. Antiochus’s
persecution of the Jews may be considered to have begun in 170 B.C. with the
assassination of the high priest Onias III and terminated in 163 B.C. at his
death . . . During this period he executed thousands of Jews who resisted his
unfair regulations.
p. 226

Campbell asks the question:
What was Antiochus’ attitude toward the Jews? Rebuffed by the
Romans on his second campaign into Egypt, Antiochus determined to unify
all his people to withstand the Roman threat. In order to accomplish this,
Greek culture and religion were imposed on all his subjects, including the
Jews. Attempts were made to stamp out the Jewish religion. It became
unlawful to read the Torah, observe the Sabbath, practice circumcision, etc.
Those who disobeyed these edicts were massacred. In one assault on
Jerusalem, 40,000 Jews were killed in three days and 10,000 more were
carried into captivity. This seems to be the allusion of verse 10. It is possible
that the awful fate of the Jews in this dark hour of their history is described
in the Book of Hebrews (11:35-38).
p. 95
Hebrews 11:35-38
Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were
tortured, not accepting their release, in order that they might obtain a
better resurrection; and others experienced mockings and scourgings,
yes, also chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn
in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they
went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, illtreated (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts
and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.
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Walvoord says:
These conquests, of course, are confirmed in the history of Syria,
especially under Antiochus Epiphanes, the eighth king in the Syrian dynasty
who reigned 175-164 B.C. . . . In his lifetime, he conducted military
expeditions in relation to all of these areas. Montgomery considers the
expression “toward the pleasant land” as a gloss “which is absurd when
aligned with the given points of the compass, in which the book is remarkably
accurate.”26 There is no justification for this deletion from the text, however,
as from Daniel’s viewpoint in this whole section, the important question is
how the times of the Gentiles relate to Israel. The land of Israel indeed
became the battle ground between Syria and Egypt, and the setting of some
of Antiochus Epiphanes’ most significant blasphemous acts against God.
According to 1 Maccabees 1:20, Revised Standard Version, Antiochus first
invaded Egypt and then Jerusalem: “after subduing Egypt, Antiochus
returned in the one hundred and forty-third year. He went up against Israel
and came to Jerusalem with a strong force.”
As a result of his military conquests, the little horn, representing
Antiochus Epiphanes, is said to grow great “even to the host of heaven.” He
is pictured as casting some of the host of the stars to the ground and
stamping upon them. This difficult prophecy has aroused many technical
discussions as that of Montgomery which extends over several pages.27 If the
mythological explanations such as identifying stars with heathen gods or the
seven planets is discarded and this is considered genuine prophecy, probably
the best explanation is that this prophecy relates to the persecution and
destruction of the people of God with its defiance of the angelic hosts who are
their protectors, including the power of God Himself.
p. 185

Gaebelein says:
History does not leave us in doubt about the identity of this wicked king.
He is the eighth king of the Seleucid dynasty, who took the Syrian throne and
is known by the name of Antiochus Epiphanes and bore also the name of
Epimanes, i.e., “the Madman.” He was the tyrant and oppressor of the Jews.
His wicked deeds of oppression, blasphemy and sacrilege are fully described in
the book of the Maccabees. Long before he ever appeared Daniel saw him and
his wicked work in his vision. The host of heaven towards whom this little
horn waxed great and the stars which he cast to the ground and stamped upon
them, are symbols of the people Israel and those who held positions of
authority and responsibility among the Jews such as the princes, the priests,
and rabbis.
p. 97
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David Jeremiah says:
You may never have heard of this man in your ancient history courses in
school, but this prophecy was fulfilled in a person named Antiochus Epiphanes.
His name means “Antiochus, God Manifest.” Diabolical arrogance was his
nature. After trying to conquer the world and being stopped by Roman armies,
he turned his fury on Jerusalem and sacked the city. He killed some eighty
thousand Jews and sold another forty thousand into slavery.
p. 164
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v. 11 It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the
daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low.
We noticed THREE THINGS back in verse 10 about this “horn.” Now we see
THREE MORE THINGS about it here in verse 11.
In verse 10:
1.

“IT GREW UNTIL,”

2.

“IT REACHED THE HOST OF THE HEAVENS,” and

3.

“IT THREW SOME OF THE STARRY HOST DOWN TO THE
EARTH AND TRAMPLED ON THEM.”

Now, here in verse 11:
4.

“IT SET ITSELF UP TO BE AS GREAT AS THE PRINCE OF
THE HOST,”

5.

“IT TOOK AWAY THE DAILY SACRIFICE FROM HIM,” and

6.

“THE PLACE OF HIS SANCTUARY WAS BROUGHT LOW.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 11:
It even dared to challenge the power of God, Prince of the Celestial Army!
And then it threw out daily worship and desecrated the Sanctuary.
p. 1598
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Matthew 24:15-19
“Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was
spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let
the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains; let him who is on the housetop not go down to get the
things out that are in his house; and let him who is in the field not
turn back to get his cloak. But woe to those who are with child and to
those who nurse babes in those days!

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
He set himself up as Israel’s king, calling himself the Prince of the host. He
compelled the nation to worship him, as suggested by the fact that he
prohibited Israel from following her religious practices (removing the daily
sacrifice) and desecrated the temple (brought the sanctuary . . . low). The
nation Israel . . . acceded to this individual’s wishes because of his rebellious
attitude . . . He prospered and so despised the truth contained in God’s Word
that truth was said to be thrown to the ground.
This part of the vision anticipated the rise of a ruler in the Greek
Empire who subjugated the people and land of Israel, desecrated her temple,
interrupted her worship, and demanded for himself the authority and
worship that belongs to God.
p. 1356

Walvoord says:
Up to Daniel 8:11, it is not difficult to find fulfillment of the vision in
the history of the Medo-Persian, Alexandrian, and post-Alexandrian periods.
Beginning with verse 11, however, expositors have differed widely as to
whether the main import of the passage refers to Antiochus Epiphanes, with
complete fulfillment in his lifetime, or whether the passage either primarily
or secondarily refers also to the end of the age, that is, the period of great
tribulation preceding the second coming of Jesus Christ. The divergence of
interpretation is so wide as to be confusing to the student of Daniel. As
Montgomery states, verses 11 and 12 “constitute . . . the most difficult short
passage of the [book].”30
p. 186
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Campbell asks the question:
How did Antiochus profane the temple? His evil activities with
reference to the temple and temple worship are described in Daniel 8:11-12.
From 1 and 2 Maccabees and the writings of Josephus, we learn the precise
manner in which these prophecies were fulfilled. Antiochus systematically
looted the temple of its treasures, even carrying off the golden altar of
incense, table of shewbread, and golden lampstand. He then caused the daily
sacrifice to cease (v. 11) by erecting an idol, probably of the supreme Greek
god, Zeus, and offering swine to it. Thus the true religion involving the
worship of Jehovah was “cast to the ground,” and the false religion of
paganism was substituted in its place.
p. 95

Miller says:
Although the “Prince” has been identified by some as the high priest
Onias III, who was assassinated in 170 B.C., v. 25 calls this person the
“Prince of princes,” a title that refers to God. Montgomery rightly contends,
with the majority of scholars, that the “Prince” in v. 11 “can be none other
than God.”27 Moreover, the language of this verse indicates that the Prince is
no mere man.
Not only would the “horn” consider himself the Prince’s equal; he
would also set himself “against” the Prince . . . He felt that he and his Greek
gods were above Yahweh, and he blatantly attacked Yahweh and his
worshipers. For example, Antiochus insisted that the Jews refrain from
following the Jewish religious laws (diet, circumcision, Sabbaths, and feasts);
he desecrated Yahweh’s temple; he required allegiance to himself and the
Greek gods rather than to Yahweh; and he showed disrespect to Yahweh by
persecuting his followers . . . These were blatant offenses not only against the
saints but against their God, “the Prince of the host.”
27Montgomery,

pp. 226-27

Daniel, 335.
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Gangel says:
. . . the prince in every case is God himself. And when Antiochus
extinguished the daily sacrifice at the temple in Jerusalem, he didn’t just
take it away from the people; he stole it from God himself. First Maccabees 1
tells us that Antiochus
entered the sanctuary, and took away the golden altar, and the
candlestick and all the vessels thereof; and the temple show-bread, the
pouring vessels . . . and stripped the temple of the ornaments of gold
. . . For the king had sent letters by messengers unto Jerusalem and
the cities of Judah, that they should . . . forbid burnt offerings, and
sacrifices, and drink offerings in the temple; and that they should
profane the Sabbaths and festival days; and pollute the sanctuary and
holy people; set up altars, and groves, and chapels of idols, and
sacrifice swine’s flesh, and unclean beasts; that they should also leave
their children uncircumcised, and make their souls abominable with
all manner of uncleanness and profanation; to the end that they might
forget the laws and change the ordinances . . .
p. 227-28

Daniel/Study #15 – Daniel 8_1-14.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

68

Boice says:
Antiochus IV was the eighth king of the Seleucid dynasty, which was
itself one of the four powers into which the Greek Empire was divided after
the death of Alexander. Daniel describes him as being “wicked” and “a
master of intrigue” (v. 23), and this is exactly what he was. He began by
usurping the throne from his nephew, the son of his older brother Seleucis IV,
and immediately after that he launched a campaign of ruthless conquest in
the Near East. In 170/169 B.C. he invaded Egypt. In Jerusalem he tried to
impose religious and cultural uniformity by suppressing Jewish worship.
Already in 175 B.C., at the beginning of his reign, he had expelled the godly
high priest Onias III and had replaced him with Onias’s hellenizing younger
brother Jason. He put an end to the daily sacrifices at the temple, forbade
the circumcision of Jewish infants, and made it a crime to possess a copy of
the Jewish Scriptures.
All this came to a head in December 168 B.C. when Antiochus-seized
Jerusalem by treachery. He had been turned back from Alexandria by the
Roman commander Popilius Laenas and now took out his frustration in a
bitter and repressive campaign against Jews. He sent his general Apollonius
into the city with 20,000 troops and there erected an idol of Zeus in the
temple area. He desecrated the altar by offering swine upon it. This was the
greatest affront to faithful Judaism that could possibly be imagined, and the
idol became known to the Jews as “the abomination of desolation” . . . and
later served as a type of that future abomination to be caused by the
Antichrist in the last days . . .
Daniel says that this little horn would “consider himself superior” . . .
and this was certainly true of Antiochus. His name comes from the
inscription he had minted on coins of the time that bore his image: THEOS
EPIPHANES (“God made manifest”). During the reign of this man pious
Jews experienced a time of unparalleled suffering.
p. 91

Feinberg says:
It was evident that by his every act, Antiochus Epiphanes sought to
displace God’s laws with his own and to supplant the worship of the true God
with idolatry of the gods of the Greek pantheon. Here in this verse was yet
another attempt on the part of this blasphemer to impose uniformity at any
price. He removed the “regular sacrifice” that daily offered up a lamb in the
morning and the evening. This sacrifice had been explicitly commanded by
the Lord God . . . yet it was now forbidden by this godless usurper.
p. 105
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Dyer, when speaking of the man of sin, says:

He will exalt himself. Paul then adds a second characteristic of this
future leader. “He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is
called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple,
proclaiming himself to be God” (v.4). The Antichrist will exalt himself as God
. . . and he will do so in God’s own temple in Jerusalem. Though this is a
dramatic announcement, it was not entirely new or unique to Paul. Daniel
9:27 predicted the rise of an evil “prince” who first confirms a covenant with
Israel only to break the agreement midway through the seven-year period
and set up “an abomination that causes desolation.” In Matthew 24 Jesus
gave His disciples a glimpse into future events that would climax with His
return to earth. “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the
abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—
let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains” (vv. 15-16). Daniel, Jesus, and Paul all focused on the same
event . . . and that event is still future. The Antichrist will be clearly
identified when he walks into the temple in Jerusalem and declares himself
to be God.
p. 19

Chafer says:
Jesus then anticipates the “Man of Sin” standing in the “holy place” as
forseen by Daniel and later more fully described by Paul (2 Thess. [2] 1-9),
and John (Rev. [13] 3-10). This is followed by special warnings which are
very similar to those given to the same nation with regard to the destruction
of Jerusalem which took place in 70 A.D. The conditions of siege and the
tribulation will be so similar that the warnings are almost identical; but it
does not follow that they anticipate the same event. One is but a foreshadow
of the other. The passage reads thus: “When ye therefore shall see the
abomination of desolation, spoken by Daniel the prophet stand in the holy
place (whoso readeth, let him understand:) then let them which be in Judea
flee into the mountains: let him which is on the housetop not come down to
take anything out of his house: neither let him which is in the field return
back to take his clothes.
pp. 135-36
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(Growing Slowly Wise: Building a Faith that Works by David Roper) Grand
Rapids, MI: Discovery House. Copyright – David Roper, 2000.
Endurance is not tooth-clenched resignation, nor is it passive
acquiescence. It is “a long obedience in the same direction.” It is staying on
the path of obedience despite counter-indications. It is a dogged
determination to pursue holiness when the conditions of holiness are not
favorable. It is a choice in the midst of our suffering to do what God has
asked us to do, whatever it is, and for as long He asks us to do it. As Oswald
Chambers wrote, “To choose suffering makes no sense at all; to choose God’s

will in the midst of our suffering makes all the sense in the world.”
p. 27
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v. 12 Because of rebellion, the host [of the saints] and the daily sacrifice were
given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was
thrown to the ground.

Peterson paraphrases verse 12:
As judgment against their sin, the holy people of God got the same
treatment as the daily worship. The horn cast God’s Truth aside.
High-handed, it took over everything and everyone.
p. 1598

Miller says:
“Because of rebellion” . . . “transgression”) may allude to the sins of the
Jewish people themselves that brought about divine judgment in the form of
Antiochus’s persecutions,30 the particular acts of sin perpetrated upon Israel
by Antiochus,31 or both.
30So C.H.H. Wright, Studies in Daniel’s Prophecy (Minneapolis: Klock & Klock,
1983), 180-81.
31So Wood, Daniel, 216. Goldingay argues that the most “plausible” translation of the
MT is, “Thus an army will be set over the daily offering in an act of rebellion” (Daniel, 197).
The term “rebellion” in v. 13, he says, also refers to “Antiochus’s sacrilege” (p. 211).

p. 227

He says further:
The evil dictator threw “truth . . . to the ground” . . . by repressing the
true teachings (religion) of Yahweh and attempting to destroy the Hebrew
Scriptures, which embodied the true religion. According to 1 Macc 1:56-57:
“The books of the law which they found they tore to pieces and burned with
fire. Where the book of the covenant was found in the possession of any one,
or if any one adhered to the law, the decree of the king condemned him to
death.” The satanically inspired king was endeavoring to rid the world of the
Word of God as tyrants have attempted to do many times since.
p. 228
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Lucas says:
The ‘truth’ that is ‘thrown to the ground’ is no doubt the Jewish Torah.
Antiochus’ agents burnt any copies they could find, and executed those in
whose possession they were found . . .
p. 217

Gowan says:
This is a clear reference to the occupation of the Jerusalem temple by
Antiochus’s forces in December of 167, and the replacement of the worship of
Yahweh with the cult of Zeus.
p. 120

Leupold says:
In summing up the extent of the damage that this proud king did our
verse adds the statement, “He cast truth to the ground.” It is manifest that
the cultus and the revelation that Israel enjoyed were the truth. This was
allowed to be cast to the ground as long as a heathen cultus flourished in the
place that had been ordained for the true sacrifices. To every truehearted
Israelite such a state of affairs must have been deplorable indeed.
p. 349

In their book, Swindoll, Walvoord and Pentecost say:
After the Tribulation, the Lord returns as recorded in verses 29-31,
“but when you see the abomination of desolation,” when is that? That’s the
midpoint of the Tribulation. That’s when the one who had made a decree for
a week of years breaks that decree and exalts himself and brings an
incredible wrath upon the nation of Israel. This is the abomination of
desolation. Notice Jesus speaks of it as yet future. Antiochus Epiphanes
could not have fulfilled it. He may prefigure it, but he cannot fully fulfill it.
It is yet future from the time of the Lord. So we’ve gone from the midpoint all
the way to the end, when the Lord comes.
p. 73
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Pentecost in his book Things to Come says:

The kingdom characterized by truth. It is a cause of judgment that men
“changed the truth of God into a lie” (Rom. 1: 25). Through the Messiah, who
could say, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6), there will be the
full manifestation of truth in the millennium, which establishes further the
essential spiritual character of that kingdom.
The following is offered as a brief summation of millennial truth:
The impious little horn, who has cast truth to the earth (Dan. 8:12),
will be vanquished by Christ in His triumphant ride on behalf of truth,
meekness and righteousness (Ps. 45:4). Peters says, “Truth, indeed,
will ultimately triumph, but not through man. Jesus, the truth, will
come Himself and vindicate it” . . . Instead of their misguided
confidence in the man of sin, the escaped remnant “shall stay upon the
Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth” . . . and He will be their God in
truth and righteousness . . . Jehovah will betroth Israel to Him in
faithfulness, and they shall acknowledge Him . . . Christ, Jehovah’s
servant, will bring forth judgment unto truth . . . and reveal unto
Israel abundance of peace and truth . . . Truth shall be met together
with mercy and spring out of the earth . . . Then shall Israel say, “He
hath remembered his mercy and truth toward the house of Israel; all
ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God” . . . The throne
shall be established and Christ shall sit upon it in truth in the
tabernacle of David . . . Faithfulness will be the girdle of His reins . . .
and He will judge the peoples of the world with His truth . . . The
faithfulness of Jehovah will insure that in the presence of the once
despised one, Kings shall see and arise and princes shall worship . . .
Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city . . . for “Thus saith the Lord;
I am returned to Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and
Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth” . . .9
Ibid., pp. 138-40.

9

pp. 485-86
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Pelicans Hit Pavement Hard
In July of 2004, the Arizona Game and Fish Department began nursing more
than 30 emaciated, dehydrated, banged-up pelicans. During the previous two
weeks, the injured pelicans had been found from Yuma to Phoenix.
The brown pelicans were injured when they descended from the sky, sailed
low over sidewalks and asphalt highways, stretched out their feet as though
to make a perfect splash landing in water, and then tumbled end over end
when they instead hit the pavement.
The pelicans, apparently suffering a food shortage in California, flew to
Arizona looking for fish. From the sky, the shimmering hot air over the black
asphalt appeared to the Pelicans like water. Down they flew for fish and a
refreshing dip in a lake. What they found instead was solid pavement,
dehydration, hunger, and near death. Reality hits hard.
Thankfully, the Arizona Game and Fish Department came to their rescue.
Citation: Benjamin Larson, Washington D.C. and Craig Brian Larson,
Arlington Heights, IL; source: Associated Press, “Pelicans Mistake Arizona Asphalt for
Lakes,” CNN.com (posted 7-12-04) (viewed 7-13-04)
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

Politician Calls Abstinence “Inhumane”
“An abstinence-until-marriage program is not only irresponsible, it’s really
inhumane.”
— California Democratic U.S. Representative Barbara Lee
Citation: Ted Olsen, “Against Abstinence,” Christianity Today (7-12-04)
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(When I Lay My Isaac Down: Unshakable Faith in Unthinkable
Circumstances by Carol Kent) Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress.
Copyright – Carol Kent, 2004.

The kind of faith God values seems to develop best when everything
fuzzes over, when God stays silent, when the fog rolls in.
—PHILIP YANCEY

p. 113

(How Great Thou Art: A Daily Devotional by Steve Halliday & William
Travis) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Steve Halliday &
William Travis, 1999.
What was God up To?

My ways are far beyond anything you could imagine.
(ISAIAH 55:8, NLT)

When God began to reveal His plan of redemption, He started with a
lowly peasant couple trudging to Bethlehem to pay taxes, a baby born in a
stable and cradled in a manger. That boy grew up to be the Savior of the
world—but spent most of His thirty-three years on earth in a carpenter’s shop!
What was God up to?
What if we had masterminded that Advent? Would we not have sent
Him to Rome, Alexandria, and Athens? What a chance for press agents when
the boy Jesus confounded the sages in the Temple! What the news media of
today could have done blowing up that boy preacher into a world celebrity! It
is enough to make all reporters weep.
When Jesus finally began His public ministry, it was a matter of
walking around in Galilee with a few fishermen disciples. His brothers urged
Him to go up to Jerusalem and get before the public, but He was thumbs
down on that. When He healed people, he sometimes said, “Don’t tell about
it.” When He rose from the dead, He missed the greatest opportunity of going
before Pilate and the priests to show Himself. We’ve been trying to prove to
this day that He rose, and that would have settled it once for all! He put on
no show, just said “Mary” to a weeping woman, broke bread in the home of
two grieving disciples, and, to other sad followers, He merely said, “Throw
your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some [fish]” (John
21:6). What commonplace ways of breaking the greatest news ever made
known to man!
God didn’t do it our way.
VANCE HAVNER
(December 20)
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(Come Thirsty: No Heart Too Dry for His Touch by Max Lucado) Nashville,
TN: W Publishing Group, a Division of Thomas Nelson, Inc. Copyright
– Max Lucado, 2004.
When you do what you want, and I do what I want, and no one gives a lick as
to what God wants, humanity implodes. The infection of the person leads to
the corruption of the populace. As the Puritan clergyman Joseph Alleine
wrote: “O miserable man, what a deformed monster has sin made you! God
made you ‘little lower than the angels’; sin has made you little better than
the devils.”1 Extract God; expect earthly chaos and, many times worse,
expect eternal misery.
1. I.D.E. Thomas, comp., The Golden Treasury of Puritan Quotations (Chicago: Moody
Press, 1975), 266, quoted in Bruce A. Demarest, The Cross and Salvation: The Doctrine
of Salvation (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1997), 29.

p. 21
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v. 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, “How
long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the
daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of
the sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?”

Peterson paraphrases verse 13:
“Then I overheard two holy angels talking. One asked, ‘How
long is what we see here going to last—the abolishing of daily worship,
this devastating judgment against sin, the kicking around of God’s
holy people and the Sanctuary?’
p. 1598
TWO ANGELS are talking here and here is the QUESTION:
“HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE FOR THE VISION TO BE FULFILLED?”
That is, “THE VISION CONCERNING”:
1.

“THE DAILY SACRIFICE,

2.

“THE REBELLION THAT CAUSES DESOLATION,”

3.

“THE SURRENDER OF THE SANCTUARY,” and

4.

“OF THE HOST THAT WILL BE TRAMPLED UNDERFOOT.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
For Daniel’s benefit an angel . . . addressed the revealing angel (another
holy one) and asked, How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled? The
answer was, It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings. . . . At the conclusion of
that time, the sanctuary that had been defiled would be cleansed and restored
(reconsecrated) to its rightful place in the nation’s life.
p. 1356
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Feinberg says:
. . . the desolation was to last “for 2,300 evenings and mornings” and was to
end with the cleansing of the Temple. Antiochus began his oppression of the
Jews in 171 B.C.; and it was 2,300 days later, in December of 165 B.C., that it
ended with the cleansing of the Temple by Judas Maccabaeus.
p. 107

Gangel says:

Throughout history whenever God’s people are persecuted, he has always put
a time limit on their suffering.
p. 228

Gaebelein says:
In verses 13-14 is an angelic conversation. The 2,300 days (literal
days) cover just about the period of time during which Antiochus did his
wicked deeds. When they were ended Judas Maccabaeus cleansed the
sanctuary about December 25, 165 B.C.
p. 28
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Forfeiting the Opportunity of a Lifetime
Europe’s biggest-ever lottery, Super Enalotto, stood at 66 million euros.
Without a winner, the jackpot rolled over for six months. The amount was
too much for an Italian man living on his old-age pension to resist. Hoping
he would be the long-shot winner, he purchased a ticket outside of Milan.
On the day the winning lottery ticket was revealed, the man was preoccupied
with the details of his daughter’s wedding. In the midst of the wedding
chaos, the father of the bride forgot to redeem his lottery ticket. According to
Italian news agencies, by the time he realized he had guessed the correct sixfigure number, the deadline for claiming the jackpot of a lifetime had passed.
He had forfeited a prize never to be repeated. What was in his grasp and
reserved for him, passed him by. Feeling faint, the man, who wished to
remain anonymous, was hospitalized.
Citation: Reuters News Service (8-19-03);
submitted by Greg Asimakoupoulos, Naperville, Illinois
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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v. 14 He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the
sanctuary will be reconsecrated.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 14:
“The other answered, ‘Over the course of 2,300 sacrifices,
evening and morning. Then the Sanctuary will be set right again.’
p. 1598

Gangel says:
In view of scholarly differences like these, we do well to avoid
dogmatism and emphasize that God clearly appointed a time frame for the
persecution and designated its end with specificity. We must also recognize,
as Walvoord has reminded us, that this entire first half of the chapter is
located in history and has no lingering eschatological significance.
p. 230
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Miller says:
The case for the 2,300-day view seems conclusive, indicating that the
period in view covered six years and almost four months. December 164 (the
reconsecration of the sanctuary) is the termination date given in the text,
thus the 2,300 days began in the fall of 170 B.C. Something significant must
have occurred at that time that marked the beginning of the persecution, and
such an event did take place. In 170 B.C. Onias III (a former high priest) was
murdered at the urging of the wicked high priest Menelaus, whom Antiochus
had appointed to that position for a bribe. From this point trouble between
Antiochus’s administration and the Jews began to brew . . . In 169 B.C.
Antiochus looted the temple and murdered some of the Jewish people . . . The
altar to Zeus was not set up until 167 B.C., but the persecution had been
going on long before that event.40 According to the 2,300 day view, therefore,
the whole persecution period (the time that the saints “will be trampled
underfoot”) was involved, not just the span from the cessation of the sacrifice
and the desecration of the sanctuary until the rededication of the temple.41
Verse 14 concludes by stating that after this period of persecution, the
temple would be “reconsecrated.” Just over three years after the altar to
Zeus was set up, Judas Maccabeus cleansed and rededicated the temple on
December 14, 164 B.C. . . . Today the Jews celebrate the Feast of Hanukkah
(“dedication”) to commemorate this momentous event . . .
40Some

scholars, while accepting the text to mean 2,300 days, believe that this figure
should be taken symbolically (e.g., Keil, Daniel, 307; Young, Daniel, 174-75; Leupold, Daniel,
356-57; Goldingay, Daniel, 213). However, a specific number with an exact termination point
argues against a symbolic view here.
41It is noteworthy that W. Miller, theorizing that these 2,300 days represented years,
calculated that Christ would return sometime between March 21, 1843 and March 21, 1844
(K. Boa, Cults, World Religions, and You [Wheaton: Victor, 1977], 90). Miller later
“admitted his error and removed himself from any further chronological speculation” (ibid.,
91). The idea that days represent years in this context is without exegetical support.
However, a recent work that takes the day-year approach is J.B. Doukhan, Daniel: The
Vision of the End, rev. ed. (Berrien Springs, Mich.: Andrews Unviersity Press, 1989).

pp. 229-30
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Campbell begins his remarks with a question:
How long indeed would the temple and the Jewish people be trampled under
foot by this madman? (He called himself Antiochus “Epiphanes”—the
glorious one; the Jews bitterly referred to him as Antiochus “Epimanes”—the
madman!)
The answer is that the persecutions and desecrations would last for
2,300 days (v. 14). Working from December 25, 165 B.C., the established date
for the restoration and cleansing of the temple under Judas Maccabeus, 2,300
days brings us to September 6, 171 B.C., the apparent date for the beginning
of Antiochus’ oppression of the Jews.
But it is the December 25, 165 B.C. date that Jews still celebrate by
the Jewish feast of Hanukkah (meaning “dedication”). It is also called the
Festival of Lights, in memory of the discovery of oil for the temple lamps, and
Jews commemorate that glad day of the repossession of their temple by
placing candles in the windows of their homes.
pp. 95-96

Walvoord says:
By far the simplest and most honoring to the Scriptures is the solution that
the twenty-three hundred days date from 171 B.C. to 164 B.C. This prophecy
may safely be said now to have been fulfilled and does not have any further
eschatological significance in the sense of anticipating a future fulfillment.
As far as Daniel 8:1-14 is concerned, there is no adequate reason for
considering it in any other light than that of fulfilled prophecy from the
standpoint of the twentieth century. It is adequately explained in the history
of the Medo-Persian and Greek empires, and specifically, in the activities of
Antiochus Epiphanes.
p. 190

Baldwin says:
The answer is given in terms of the evening and morning sacrifices which
would never be offered . . . and by dividing this number by two the number of
days can be arrived at, namely 1,150, during which the sanctuary will be
desecrated. This is less than three and a half years . . . a relatively short time,
after which the sanctuary shall be restored, or ‘vindicated’ (Montgomery).
p. 158
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Wiersbe says:
Between the desecration of the temple and its cleansing and restoration 2,300
days would pass. The Hebrew text reads “2,300 evenings and mornings,”
because burnt offerings were sacrificed at the temple each morning and each
evening of every day. But does this mean 2,300 days or 1,150 days, 2,300
divided by two? And what date or event signals the beginning of the
countdown? Some students opt for 2,300 days, that is, about six years, if you
use 360 days for the year. Others prefer 1,150 days, which give us slightly
over three years.
But what is the starting point for the countdown? The six-year
advocates begin with 171 B.C., when Antiochus deposed the true high priest.
Subtract six years and this takes you to 165 when Judas Maccabeus defeated
the enemy and reconsecrated the temple. However, the three-year advocates
begin with the establishment of the pagan altar in the temple on 25 Kislev,
168, and this takes us to 165. Either approach meets the requirements of the
prophecy.
pp. 100-101

Showers says:
The other angel answered that this transgression would last for 2,300 days;
then the Temple would be restored. Twenty-three hundred days is less than
six and one-half years. Antiochus persecuted the Jews and desecrated the
Temple from 171 to 165 B.C.15 That span of time covered between six and
seven years. Once Antiochus’ influence in Israel was ended, the Jews did
restore the Temple and its full worship service of Jehovah on December 25,
165 B.C.16 That would place the starting point of the 2,300 days at
September 6, 171 B.C.17
pp. 100-101
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Fyall makes his presentation by saying:
The question ‘how long?’ receives a specific answer: It will take 2,300
evenings and mornings. This is usually taken to mean the occasions on which
the daily sacrifices were offered: i.e., 1,150 days. This is rather less than ‘the
time, times and half a time’ . . . in which the saints are handed over. However, it
seems reasonable to see it as the same approximate period when Antiochus
desecrated the Temple. Antiochus desecrated the Temple in 167 BC, and
following the decisive victory by Judas Maccabaeus the temple as reconsecrated
in 164. This period of roughly three and a half years becomes in apocalyptic
literature not just the literal period of Antiochus but a symbol of that prolonged
but limited period when God’s people are subjected to the power of the beast.
p. 122

Walvoord says:
Probably the best interpretation goes back to the fact that in the year
171 B.C. Onias III, who was the reigning high priest, was assassinated and
another line of priests assumed power. This, of course, was the beginning of
the desecration, but the temple itself was not desecrated until December 25,
167 B.C. when the sacrifices were forcibly stopped, a Greek altar was placed
in the temple, and a Greek statue representing a pagan god was erected.
If the period from 171 B.C. to 164 B.C., when Antiochus died, is
considered that period, the total of 2,455 days would be reduced to 2,300 days
if the parts of the first and last years be subtracted. This would account for
the 2,300 days as a round number. The history of the case does not provide
enough detail to determine exactly how the fulfillment was accomplished.
Taking everything into consideration, it is best to consider the 2,300 days as
fulfilled at that time in the second century B.C. and not subject to prophetic
fulfillment in the future.
p. 240
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(A Treasury of Wisdom: Daily Inspiration from Favorite Christian Authors
compiled by Ken and Angela Abraham) Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour.
Copyright – Barbour Publishing, Inc., 1998.
The Lord Jesus is able, according to the declaration concerning Him, to
deliver us out of the hands of our enemies, that we may “serve him without
fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life.” Let us
then pray, every one of us, day and night, Lord, keep us from sinning, and
make us living witnesses of Thy mighty power to save to the uttermost; and
let us never be satisfied until we are so pliable in His hands, and have
learned so to trust Him, that He will be able to “make us perfect in every
good work to do his will, working in us that which is well pleasing in his
sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen!”
p. 286

(God: As He Longs For You To See Him by Chip Ingram) Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Books. Copyright – Chip Ingram, 2004.
I love Tozer’s practical insight concerning God’s wisdom:

To believe actively that our Heavenly Father constantly spreads
around us providential circumstances that work for our present good
and our everlasting well-being brings to the soul a veritable
benediction. Most of us go through life praying a little, planning a
little, jockeying for position, hoping but never being quite certain of
anything, and always secretly afraid that we will miss the way. This is
a tragic waste of truth and never gives rest to the heart.
There is a better way. It is to repudiate our own wisdom and
take instead the infinite wisdom of God. Our insistence upon seeing
ahead is natural enough, but it is a real hindrance to our spiritual
progress. God has charged Himself with full responsibility for our
eternal happiness and stands ready to take over the management of
our lives the moment we turn in faith to Him.1
1. Tozer, Knowledge of the Holy, 63.

pp. 130-131
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(The Wisdom of Tenderness: What Happens When God’s Fierce Mercy
Transforms Our Lives by Brennan Manning) San Francisco, CA:
HarperSanFrancisco. Copyright – Brennan Manning, 2002.
“Even from my sins,” wrote Augustine of Hippo, “God has drawn good.” All
the wrong turns in the past, the detours, the mistakes, the moral lapses—
everything that’s irrevocably ugly or painful melts and dissolves in the light
of accepted tenderness. As Australian theologian Kevin O’Shea remarks,
“One rejoices in being unafraid to be open to the healing presence, no matter
what one might be or what one might have done.”
p. 33

(Just Give Me Jesus by Anne Graham Lotz) Nashville, TN: W Publishing
Group / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Anne Graham Lotz, 2000.
I was recently privileged to hear Dr. Lloyd Olgivie, chaplain to the
United States Senate, relate the following incident to a group of
distinguished evangelical leaders. He recounted that when he had been
pastor of the Hollywood Presbyterian Church in Hollywood, California, an
elderly woman had taken him by the hand, looked piercingly into his eyes,
and said with earnest conviction, “I pray your life will be as wonderful as it
was in the mind of God when He created you.”
Immediately following the encounter with the woman, Dr. Olgivie said
that he returned to his study, got down on his knees, and pleaded with God,
“What did You have in mind when You created me?” In the silence that
followed, to his mind clearly came just one word: Jesus.
It is the primary responsibility of the Holy Spirit to glorify Jesus by
making us like Him—in our character, in our commitment, and in our
communion with the Father.
A life that is not increasingly, clearly, personally reflecting Jesus may
not be nothing, but it is much less than God intends it to be. And so the
prayer of my heart is, “God, glorify yourself in my life—from the inside out.”
p. 172
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(In Every Pew Sits A Broken Heart by Ruth Graham) Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Zondervan. Copyright – Ruth Graham, 2004.
Failure is never final. God specializes in restoration—it is his best
work. He loves to create out of chaos. Consider where he started in Genesis,
bringing order to an earth that was “formless and void” (Genesis 1:2). God
likewise steps into our ruins, picks up the pieces and reassembles our
mistakes, hurts, faults, and failed plans in ways that are wonderful and
surprising. He never wastes anything. He will make her deserts like Eden.
p. 15
Principles for Reflection

p. 34

God loves me, he will lead me,
And he will bring good
out of my circumstances.
He is with me and actively at work
in my ruins to restore them.

(31 Days of Power: Learning to Live in Spiritual Victory by Ruth Myers with
Warren Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers,
2003.
I pray that in new ways and with greater constancy my life will be
victorious. May I be a glory to Your name by hour, defeating Satan’s
purposes regardless of what happens. And I pray the same for all Your
children and servants . . .
pp. 36-37
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(Perfect Peace by Lloyd John Ogilvie) Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House.
Copyright — Lloyd John Ogilvie, 2001.
It’s amazing. The more I study history, the more I realize that many
spiritual leaders in every period have passed through times when they
rediscovered the meaning of things that they had been teaching and
preaching to others.
I recall the moving experiences of the great preacher Dr. Robert
William Dale of Carr’s Lane Congregational Church in Birmingham,
England, as he rediscovered the essence of what was the center of his faith.
He had preached the resurrection Easter after Easter. He had explained it
intellectually. He had communicated it in his pulpit over and over again.
And then one Saturday afternoon before Easter Sunday morning, he was
pacing back and forth in his study. All of a sudden it hit him. “Christ is
alive!” he shouted. “He’s really alive, and He’s here! He’s risen from the
dead! Hallelujah!” And then he went into his pulpit to preach the
resurrection as he had never preached it before. Here was a biblical scholar,
a man who loved Jesus. And then one day he had a fresh experience of
Christ. Suddenly it all became real to him!
Dr. Hudson Taylor, the great leader of the China Inland Mission, had
run out of steam and energy, vision, and hope. He didn’t know what to do.
He was trying to help other people when he really needed help himself. He
acknowledged his brokenness and said, “Lord, I’m exhausted working for
You. Please work through me. Take over the China Inland Mission. Spread
the gospel through me. I can’t do it on my own strength.” That was when
Hudson Taylor experienced for the first time, he said, the deepening of the
indwelling power of Jesus Christ—after he stopped trying to live and work on
his own energy.
One of the greatest preachers of the nineteenth century, Charles
Haddon Spurgeon, came to a difficult time in his life. He was ill, frustrated,
and tired out from preaching the gospel. On his sickbed and about to give up,
he had a fresh experience of Christ. The Lord gripped him and gave him
fresh vision and hope. He returned to preach as he had never preached
before.
p. 70-71
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In the study of the first fourteen verses of Daniel 8, we have been considering a:
RAM,
GOAT, and
LITTLE HORN.

Bible.org calls the RAM:
A Ram on the Rampage.
It, of course, has reference to the Medio-Persian empire.
Bible.org titles the GOAT picture as:
The Goat that Wasn’t Kidding
This goat represented the Grecian empire under the leadership of Alexander
the Great.
Bible.org feels that:
The “little horn,” verses 8-14, is really the focus of chapter 8, just like it was
the focus of chapter 7, even though they are not the same.
Bible.org says:
The “little horn” seems to change before our eyes, from a mortal man to an
incarnation of Satan himself. . . . everything this horn attempts seems to
succeed—even his rebellion against God, His people, and His holy place.
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)
Matthew 24:35
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away.
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: God is indeed in charge and everything is working out just as
He said it would.
LESSON #2: “Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass”
(1 Thessalonians 5:24).
LESSON #3: “And we know that God causes all things to work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His
purpose” (Romans 8:28).
LESSON #4: The “Ram on a Rampage” represents the Medo-Persian empire
that overthrows the Babylonian empire (www.Bible.org).
LESSON #5: The “Goat that Wasn’t Kidding” represents the Grecian empire
which overthrows the Medo-Persian empire under the leadership of
Alexander the Great (www.Bible.org).
LESSON #6: The “little horn” represents Antiochus Epiphanes, the mad
ruler.
LESSON #7: I feel like we are living in a day when truth is being thrown to
the ground.
LESSON #8: The insatiable curiosity of the human heart is verbalized in the
question: “How long will it take?” (verse 13).
LESSON #9: “Praise be to the Lord, who has given rest to his people Israel
just as he promised. Not one word has failed of all the good promises
he gave through his servant Moses” (1 Kings 8:56).
LESSON #10: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not
pass away” (Matthew 24:35).
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(The Journey Home: Finishing with Joy by Bill Bright, Afterward by Vonette
Zachary Bright) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Bill
Bright, 2003.
Wherever you are today on the journey of life, take courage. Don’t give
up. God has His eye on you, and He plans to meet you at the finish line.
Press on, not in your own strength, but His, claiming His faithfulness.
p. 33

Stephen Baldwin’s Faith Changed His Life
Stephen Baldwin is one of the famous Baldwin brothers, a family of
Hollywood actors.
Referring to his newfound faith in Christ, Stephen said, “I’ve never been as
excited or happy about where I am in my life. There’s no one I know in
Hollywood who can say that.”
Stephen’s wife came to Christ in 2000 and announced to Stephen, “I’m going
to be serving Jesus now.” Baffled at her conversion, Stephen thought, Who

does this Jesus dude think he is coming around here?

The events of September 11 were pivotal in his change of mind as he realized
that the impossible was possible. As Stephen describes it, “It made me say
the Bible is true, and Jesus Christ could come back tomorrow.”
How has his life changed? Stephen’s work as an actor “has largely dried up.”
He won’t work in a film that includes adultery, violence, or profanity.
He’s traded his Porsche for a Chevy Malibu.
Stephen spends his available time preaching the gospel. He directs and hosts
a DVD project aimed at reaching young people through extreme sports.
As for his marriage, Stephen and his wife are now “as one.” Stephen truly is
a new creation.
Citation: “Baldwin’s Great Awakening,” The Week (11-5-04),

p. 12; submitted by Ted De Hass, Bedford, Iowa

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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Just as the temple was “reconsecrated,” so can you if you come to this study
as a believer who needs to GET SPECIFIC ABOUT SIN IN YOUR LIFE.
2 Corinthians 7:1 (KJV)
Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness
in the fear of God.

Tim LaHaye in his book Seduction of the Heart gives us seven guidelines that
will help you clean up your thought life.

(Seduction of the Heart: How to Guard Your Heart from Evil by Tim LaHaye
& Ed Hindson) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Tim
LaHaye & Ed Hindson, 2001.
Seven guidelines will help you clean up your thought life:
1. Admit that you have a problem. Rationalizing sin will never cure it.
Whatever sinful thoughts trouble us, we must confess them to God. Be
honest with Him who searches our hearts and minds and knows our
thoughts. Read 2 Samuel 12 or Psalm 51, and learn the importance of
laying your sin before God.
2. Believe that God can make a difference in your thought life. There
are no doubting victorious Christians. In Hebrews 11:6 we learn that
without faith we cannot please God; if we are to approach Him for
strength or wisdom, we must believe Him capable of supplying it.
“Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our burden, the God who is our
salvation. God is to us a God of deliverances” (Psalm 68:19-20 NASB).
3. Take a long, hard look at yourself. God gives no blessing to
Christians who hold out on Him. “If I regard wickedness in my heart,
the Lord will not hear” (Psalm 66:18 NASB). If we want our minds
renewed, we must be painfully honest—both with God and ourselves.
Search out and confess those thoughts that displease Him.

Daniel/Study #15 – Daniel 8_1-14.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

93

4. Make a 100 percent commitment. There must come a point at which
we are revolted at our own vileness. It is at this point that God wants
the Christian to resolve to “go all the way with God’s way.” This
means conforming every thought to the holiness enjoined in Scripture.
David put it this way: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for
my path . . . I will follow your righteous laws . . . My heart is set on
keeping your decrees to the very end” (Psalm 119:105-106, 112 NIV).
5. Be flexible and willing to change. Jesus likened a stagnant
Christian to an old wineskin—no longer flexible, incapable of holding
new wine. Christians who have become narrow-minded, stale, and
complacent are especially vulnerable to ungodly thoughts. These we
must set aside. God’s goal for us is the perfect holiness exemplified in
His Son.
6. See God as the only refuge. We live in a society geared toward
human pride and self-sufficiency. Even Christians sometimes forget
that only God is our true deliverer. David acknowledged as much,
saying, “The help of man is worthless . . .” (Psalm 60:11 NIV), and
“Pour out your heart before Him; God is our refuge” (Psalm 62:8).
7. Renewal is a full-time job. Romans 12:2 teaches that we are
“transformed by the renewing of [our] mind[s].” But we must be
vigilant. A daily quiet time in the Word is essential. Are you often
troubled by an unclean thought? Find the appropriate Scripture and
quote it to yourself when that thought comes around again. Start
memorizing Scripture—maybe three or four verses every week. Learn
to meditate on Scripture, asking the Holy Spirit for aid and
illumination. Ask God to reveal His attributes to you. Seek to know
Him in every thought and deed.
Follow through on these seven guidelines, and you will find your
thinking more and more Christlike. Much is at stake here. You can choose to
cleanse your mind with God’s Holy Word, or surrender it to unclean thoughts
prompted by Satan, God’s adversary and ours.
pp. 72-75
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(How Great Thou Art: A Daily Devotional by Steve Halliday & William
Travis) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Steve Halliday &
William Travis, 1999.
I remember some bored kids in a conference I had for teenagers in
England some years ago. It was a typical English summer’s day, with lots of
liquid sunshine pouring out of the skies. We had about five hundred kids just
hanging around and looking out at the rain, bored to tears, I figured I had to
do something, so I brought a bucket into the middle of the room. Then I said
there was a nice, crisp, green pound note for the first kid who could stand in
the bucket and lift himself off the ground. They thought that was the easiest
pound they would ever earn. Kept them happy all afternoon, trying to earn
their pound. And I’ve still got the pound because you can’t lift yourself off the
ground standing in your own bucket. Neither can you save yourself. It’s an
act of God, who intervenes.
(July 5)

(Praise in the Presence of God by Jack Hayford) Nashville, TN: J.
Countryman / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Jack Hayford, 2003.
CLOTHED IN HIS GLORY

Christ in you, the hope of glory
COLOSSIANS 1:27

Created to know the presence of God’s glory, we yearn for its reality
while little understanding the path to its recovery. We need not only
forgiveness for sin but the fulfillment sin deprives us of.
As Adam and Eve snatched leaves to cover themselves, so we still
attempt desperately not only to cover our naked sinfulness before God, but to
substitute something for the loss of being clothed in His glory. The splendor
of God’s presence was essentially what Adam and Eve wore before the Fall.
Thus, the first couple’s sudden awareness had less to do with their nudity
than with their sense that God’s glory had departed.
The only goal that will fully grant the desire for substance to our lives
is to become clothed again in the glory of God.
p. 106
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(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by E. V. Hill)
Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers. Copyright – E. V. Hill, 2003.

I wish I could convince a couple hundred of you all to forget what you want
and do what God wants. I wish you would tear up your most-wanted list and
find out what God wants. I wish you would quit running around hunting for
blessings and decide to be a blessing.
p. 94
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