PART III
SESSION #16: Daniel 8:15-27
TEXT:
v. 15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it,
there before me stood one who looked like a man.
v. 16 And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, “Gabriel, tell this man
the meaning of the vision.”
v. 17 As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell
prostrate. “Son of man,” he said to me, “understand that the vision concerns
the time of the end.”
v. 18 While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the
ground. Then he touched me and raised me to my feet.
v. 19 He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of
wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end.
v. 20 The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and
Persia.
v. 21 The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between his
eyes is the first king.
v. 22 The four horns that replaced the one that was broken off represent four
kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will not have the same power.
v. 23 In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely
wicked, a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, will arise.
v. 24 He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause
astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will
destroy the mighty men and the holy people.
v. 25 He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior.
When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the
Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power.
v. 26 The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is
true, but seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant future.”
v. 27 I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days. Then I got up and
went about the king’s business. I was appalled by the vision; it was beyond
understanding.
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

INTRODUCTION:

Boudreaux ‘n Marie
Boudreaux decided to buy Marie a new car for her burtday.
They shopped and shopped. Finally, Marie, she done fine one she like. But,
before signing the papers, Marie looked at dat car one mo’ time.
Suddenly, she bristled and walked away, saying she don’t want dat car. She
wouldn’t even talk ‘bout it.
On the way home, Boudreaux, he say, “Marie, I taut yew like dat car. What
it is dat donechanged yo’ mind, mon cher?”
“I don’t want any car wit XL on it,” Marie answered. “It’s bad enuff having
dat on my underwear.”
(Received via e-mail from Floyd Edwards, September 13, 2004)

Fisherman’s Excuse for Skipping Church
One Sunday morning, two men are out in a boat, fishing. After several hours
on the lake without catching a single fish, one of the men says to his friend,
“You know, we probably should have stayed home and gone to church this
morning.”
The other man says, “Well, I could have stayed home, but I couldn’t have
gone to church.”
“Why’s that?” asks his friend.
“My wife is sick,” the fisherman answers.
Citation: Greg Huffer, Lebanon, Indiana
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(Verse or Worse by Noble W. Ogle) McKinney, TX: Unknown. Copyright –
Noble W. Ogle, 2002.
The Remedy
My arches droop—my shoulders sag
my tired blood is playing tag
With creaking joints and aching back
there are many vitamins that I lack
I squint and strain and try to see
what passing time has done to me
My hearing’s not what it has been
on top my hair is getting thin
My dentist’s fortune is still growing
vacancies in my teeth are showing
sinus headaches come and go
I’m hooked on Rolaids, that I know

p. 87

Aside from this I’m doing great
in fact, I can hardly wait
To hear my wife these words repeat
“Come to the table—it’s time to eat!”

(When I Am An Old Coot by Roy English) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs-Smith.
Copyright – Roy English, 1995.
WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . .

p. 68

I will send flowers and candy
to myself and display them
before my friends at The Home.
They will come with
little cards signed by
such dear friends as
Hillary, Oprah,
and Dolly.
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(When I Am An Old Coot by Roy English) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs-Smith.
Copyright – Roy English, 1995.
WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . .

p. 88

I will get down on my knees
from time to time
and try to sneak up on
old dogs, grandkids,
brook trout, and
The Good Lord.
p. 103

I will carry a bucket of paint
in the back
of my pickup truck and
create handicap parking spaces
wherever I think
they should be.

WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . .
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For Safety Sake, Worship God
How to stay safe in the world today:
1. Avoid riding in automobiles because they are responsible for 20
percent of all fatal accidents.
2. Do not stay home because 17 percent of all accidents occur in the
home.
3. Avoid walking on streets or sidewalks because 14 percent of all
accidents occur to pedestrians.
4. Avoid traveling by air, rail, or water because 16 percent of all
accidents involve these forms of transportation.
5. Of the remaining 33 percent, 32 percent of all deaths occur in
hospitals. Above all else, avoid hospitals
You will be pleased to learn that only .001 percent of all deaths occur in
worship services in church, and these are usually related to previous physical
disorders. Therefore, logic tells us that the safest place for you to be at any
given point in time is at church! Bible study is safe, too. The percentage of
deaths during Bible study is even less.
For safety sake, attend church and read your Bible . . . it could save your life.
Citation: Mark Moring, Elburn, Illinois
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(Cowboy Standard Time by Baxter Black) Denver, CO: Coyote Cowboy
Company / Record Stockman Press. Copyright – Baxter Black, 1990.
THE PRACTITIONER’S LOT
Today in the world of modern vets
I’ve lost my place in line
My colleagues have prospered as specialists
In therio or swine.
I see their achievements in magazines,
Their articles in print.
They’re developed a brand new cure for warts
With after dinner mints
Or they’re recognized as the final word
In matters so complex
That I can’t pronounce what they’re working on
Much less, what it affects!
I spend my days at the back of a cow
Usually up to my chin
In the process of pullin’ somethin’ out
Or pushin’ it back in!
Or I’m tryin’ to pass a catheter
To move a calculi
While the cat is tearin’ my arm to shreds
And sprayin’ my good tie!
I dream to discover a new technique
But it’s not meant to be.
The chances are slim that they’d even name
A prolapse after me!
But I’m thankful I’ve got a good practice
With loyal clientele
Who, in spite of my vast shortcomings, still
Try and speak of me well.
Why, just last week two farmers were talkin’
Outside my clinic door
“Doc ain’t perfect, but for our little town
We couldn’t ask for more.”

p. 54

“Yea, I’ll agree,” the second one answered,
“I’ve given it some thought,
With Doc you always git yer money’s worth
But . . . he don’t charge a lot!
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(When the Cowboys Come to Town (tape) by Stephen Bly) Winchester, Idaho:
Bly Books. Copyright – Stephen Bly, 2003.
Half-way Town
A half-way town don’t need no name
Cause most folks just don’t care.
A point on the map you pass through
On your way from here to there.
A half-way café in a half-way town
Ain’t a place you’ll remember too much.
A stop to sink something into your belly,
Gulp down hot coffee and such.
She was a half-way waitress in a half-way café
At the edge of a half-way town
All alone washing dishes at three in the morning
Pinched lips and a half-way frown.
So I swaggered up to her half-clean counter
And ordered me a slice of apple pie.
She glanced over her shoulder at my cowboy hat
And let out with a half-way sigh.
She scooped the last piece from the plastic case
And ladled it there on my plate.
Brushed half-blonde bangs back out of her eyes
Then leaned on the counter while I ate.
You remind me of someone I half-way knew
When I first moved out on my own.
I half-way thought about marrying him
And settling down, making a home.
But, the half of him that I didn’t know
Turned out to be half-way wild.
So I left him on a Tuesday night
And cried for days like a child.
I half-way sorta miss that man
And the fire he lit in my heart.
If he walked through that door some lonely night
I reckon I’d give him a new start.
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She stood and refilled my coffee
And mumbled, “Cowboy you have a good trip.
Sorry for talking your ear off tonight
You can leave me a half-way tip.”
Well, I scraped my plate when I finished
And bid that waitress good-bye.
I tipped my hat from the doorway
Caught a half-way gleam in her eye.
I think about her now and then
And the things I heard her say.
I reckon most all of our lives is lived
Somewhere on the road half-way.

(Side 1, #5)

Half-way towns don’t need no name
But the folks that live there do.
Cause half-way dreams are better than none
And some of them dreams come true.

(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary
by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.
Small space:
1. ain’t got room to cuss the cat without getting’ a mouthful of fur
2. had to hang my feet out the window to take off my boots
p. 254
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(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary
by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.
Smells bad:
1. like fresh branded hair
2. like horse sweat
3. like sheep-herder’s socks
4. stronger than a wolf’s den
5. worse than a wet dog, horse, or buffalo
6. like he fell off a manure wagon
7. like a packing house in July
8. like he’s got a goat under each arm and a dead fish in his back pocket
9. like he works in a minnow factor
10. all the flies stay on her side of the pickup
11. like the underside of a saddle
12. like he camped out in the stock pens
13. would drive buzzards off a road kill
p. 255

(It’s Not About Me by Max Lucado) Nashville, TN: Integrity Publishers.
Copyright – Max Lucado, 2004.
You’re acquainted with house-sitters. You’ve possibly used one. Not wanting
to leave your house vacant, you ask someone to stay in your home until you
return. Let me describe two of your nightmares.
The house-sitter redecorates your house. White paint is changed to
pink. Berber carpet to shag. An abstract plastic chair sits in the place of
your cozy love seat. His justification? “The house didn’t express me
accurately. I needed a house that communicated who I am.”
Your response? “It’s not yours! My residence does not exist to reflect
you! I asked you to take care of the house, not take over the house!” Would
you want a sitter like this?
You might choose him over nightmare number two. She didn’t
redecorate; she neglected. Never washed a dish, made a bed, or took out the
trash. “My time here was temporary. I knew you wouldn’t mind,” she
explains.
Of course you’d mind! Does she know what this abode cost you?
Both house-sitters made the same mistake. They acted as if the
dwelling were theirs. How could they?
pp 109-110
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(Experiencing God Day-By-Day: The Devotional and Journal by Henry T.
Blackaby and Richard Blackaby) Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman.
Copyright – Henry Blackaby and Richard Blackaby, 1997.
Much of the frustration we experience as Christians has nothing to do with
what God does or doesn’t do. It has everything to do, rather, with the false
assumptions we make about how we think God will and should act.
p. 72
Daniel has recorded PROPHECIES thus far with regard to:
1.

BABYLON, the first of the four kingdoms, and

2.

the MAN OF SIN who will be a dominate player in the final
kingdom.
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Here in chapter 8, Daniel is now going to FOCUS on the other TWO KINGDOMS:
1.

MEDO-PERSIA and

2.

GREECE.

In our continuing study of chapter 8 we are now going to have the
DIVINE INTERPRETATION of:
THE RAMPAGING RAM,
THE GOAT THAT WASN’T KIDDING, and
THE HORN.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this section from verses 15-27 as:
THE INTERPRETATION
p. 1356
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Gaebelein says:
First of all we desire to emphasize that all that is written here concerns
the Jewish people and their land. To read the church into all this, as it is so
often done, produces confusion. The church was not revealed to Daniel. Nor
did he behold in these visions the present Christian age nor does he know
anything of the great purpose, which God carries out since the rejection of the
Messiah by His own people. All this is unrevealed in this book.
p. 103

J. Sidlow Baxter says:
As a matter of fact, however, there is a special reason why the
supernatural is so prominent in Daniel. Israel was now in captivity.
Jerusalem was ruined. Even the temple—that last hope—was gone.
Jehovah, after all, had proved unequal to the gods of the Babylonians! BelMerodach had conquered Jehovah! That is what the Babylonians exultantly
supposed. That is what the Jews were tempted to believe. There seemed no
possibility now of national restoration. What though Jeremiah had given it
as Jehovah’s word that there should be a return after seventy years? Had not
Jehovah’s promises to David and Solomon now proved false?
Now the miracles in this Book of Daniel were a sign from God, both to
Israel and the Gentiles. When the earthly sovereignty was transferred from
Israel to Nebuchadnezzar, God raised up this notable man, Daniel, to
represent Him at the Babylonian courts, so that through his lips, and by
these supernatural attestations, He might teach Nebuchadnezzar, and
impress upon the Gentile world-empires, through Nebuchadnezzar their
head, the delegated nature of their authority, and their accountability to the
one true God, even the God of Israel. Thus, when the testimony to Jehovah
ceased at Jerusalem, God raised up this supernatural witness to Himself at
the heart of the Gentile world empire. The chosen people were to know that
Jehovah’s eye was watching, and His hand still guiding the course of things
on earth, that He was as near to His people in exile as He had been to them
in their own land, and just as able to deliver them from Babylon as when, of
old, He had brought their fathers out of Egypt. The prominence of the
supernatural, then, in Daniel, is at once understandable. In fact it is such as
might be expected at such a critical juncture.
pp. 50-51
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Charles Ryrie points out:
The church did not exist in Old Testament times but was constituted on the
day of Pentecost. It is distinct to this present time period. Four lines of
evidence support this conclusion.
(1) Our Lord said: “I will build My church” (Matt. 16:18). He did not
say that He would continue to add to something already in existence, but that
He would do something not yet begun.
(2) The church could have no functioning Head until after the
resurrection of Christ; therefore, it could not exist until some time after He
rose from the dead (Eph. 1:20).
(3) The church could not have been an operating entity with
functioning spiritual gifts until after Christ’s ascension (Eph. 4:7-12).
(4) The mystery character of the one body was unknown in Old
Testament times (Eph. 3:5-6; Col. 1:26).
pp. 399-400

Spurgeon says:
It is as we often sing—
“Day by day the manna fell;
Oh, to learn this lesson well!
Still by constant mercy fed,
Give me, Lord, my daily bread.
‘Day by day,’ the promise reads;
Daily strength for daily needs:
Cast foreboding fears away;
Take the manna of to-day.”
It is, however, important for us to remember two or three things with
regard to the future. First, that all in the future is appointed; that especially

those desirable ends we are looking for are the subjects of appointment; and
that in connection with those ends and those events, there are certain
appointments of mercy which should give us comfort to-night.
p. 392
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 15-18:
Gabriel’s intervention
p. 1356
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v. 15 While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it,
there before me stood one who looked like a man.

Peterson paraphrases verse 15:
“While I, Daniel, was trying to make sense of what I was seeing,
suddenly there was a humanlike figure standing before me.
p. 1598

J. Vernon McGee says:
Daniel was puzzled by the vision, and he desired to learn the meaning of it.
There appeared to him the angel Gabriel. This is the first time Gabriel is
introduced to us in the Bible.
p. 580

Longman says:
THE VISION HAS come to an end and Daniel struggles to understand its
significance. Suddenly, a humanlike figure appears before him, and he hears
the voice of another person “from the Ulai.” The text suggests12 that the voice
is disembodied and seems to hover over the waterway. The first figure is
named; he is Gabriel (meaning “God’s hero”), a leading angel in God’s
heavenly army.13
12The

Hebrew literally says that the voice came from “between the Ulai” (v.16).
is the first angel to be named in the Bible. He appears again in the New
Testament to announce ahead of time the great acts of redemption about to take place
(cf. Luke 1:19, 26).
13Gabriel

p. 205
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Haskell says:
Daniel longed for an understanding of what he had seen, and the close
connection between human longing and Christ’s heart is shown here; for
Christ, appearing as a man, stood before the prophet, and to Gabriel he said,
“Make this man to understand the vision.” Gabriel drew near; and before his
exceeding brightness Daniel fell upon the ground with his face to the earth.
p. 114

Berrigan says:
A strange form of consolation here. Daniel the seer, whose wisdom may be
thought greatly to surpass our own, stands in perplexity, stalemated. The
meaning of the incursive animals, as well as of the angelic dialogue, escape
him entirely. What can it all mean?
p. 141

Leupold says:
He is further amazed (“lo”) by the sudden appearance of a figure before
him. It cannot have been a man because a man would not be described as
having “a figure like that of a man.” It must have been a superior being,
without doubt an angel, who had been sent in the guise of a man so as not
further to terrify the prophet who had already been put under the most
severe strain by these divine revelations.
p. 359
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Miller says:
While Daniel was gazing at the vision, “trying to understand it,”
suddenly he was confronted by an imposing figure who had the appearance of
“a man” (gāber). The word gāber is derived from a root that means “strong or
mighty,” and the term here describes a “mighty” being in human form.
Though the angel Gabriel has been suggested, this being is best understood
to be God himself. In the following verse it seems to be the “voice” of this
same person heard ordering Gabriel to explain the vision, demonstrating his
superiority over that important angel. Furthermore, Daniel does not seem to
have feared the angels . . . not even Gabriel . . . but in v. 17 he exhibited
extreme terror and fell on his face. Such fear is characteristic of those who
have found themselves in the presence of the holy God
p. 231

(Beauty Beyond the Ashes: Choosing Hope After Crisis by Cheryl
McGuinness with Lois Rabey) West Monroe, Louisiana: Howard
Publishing. Copyright – Cheryl McGuinness, 2004.
In the last years on earth, Tom devoted himself to the study of God’s
Word and the application of that Word to his life. He was absolutely
determined to be the husband and father God wanted him to be. As a result,
he left Jennifer, Tommy, and me with an incredible inheritance—a legacy—of
faith, love, and obedience to God.
That legacy has been a constant source of strength, and
encouragement for the three of us. Even now it continues to bless us.
Hopefully it is a legacy that will be passed down for generations to come.
pp. 125-26
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v. 16 And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling, “Gabriel, tell this man
the meaning of the vision.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 16:
“Then I heard a man’s voice from over by the Ulai Canal calling
out, ‘Gabriel, tell this man what is going on. Explain the vision to
him.’
p. 1598

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Once again Daniel, though able to interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams
(chaps. 2; 4), could not interpret this dream . . . Gabriel was sent to interpret
the meaning of the vision to Daniel.
p. 1356

Miller says:
This verse contains the first instance in Scripture where a holy angel is
designated by name. Gabriel is a prominent angel, also appearing to
Zechariah, who was the father of John the Baptist (Luke 1:19) and to Mary
(Luke 1:26). Michael . . . called the archangel in Jude 9 and represented as a
leader among the holy angels in Rev 12:7, is the only other holy angel named
in Scripture.
p. 231

Gaebelein says:
Gabriel is seen here for the first time in this Book. He appeared in the
form of a man and a man’s voice commands Gabriel to “make this man to
understand the vision.”
p. 102
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Gaebelein says further:
Gabriel is the interpreter of the whole vision. It should be carefully studied.
It points to a future fulfillment.
p. 29

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
Gabriel—meaning, “the strength of God.”
p. 752

Patrick & Lowth say:
The person who utters this voice seems to be the same who is called the
“wonderful numberer,” ver. 13, because he speaks as one that had authority
over the angel Gabriel.
p. 665

Keil & Delitzsch say:
On his approach Daniel is so filled with terror that he falls on his face,
because as a sinful and mortal man he could not bear the holiness of God
which appeared before him in the pure heavenly being. At the appearance of
God he fears that he must die.
p. 309

Stortz says:
. . . “While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there
before me stood one who looked like a man. And I heard a man’s voice from the
Ulai, calling ‘Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision.’” Whenever I read
words like this in a book of prophecy, I get excited because I know that I will not
have to figure out the prophecy on my own. The Lord will explain it, and that is
precisely what he does—through Gabriel, which means “God’s hero.”
p. 131
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Feinberg says:
The voice of God commanded Gabriel to make known to Daniel the meaning
of the vision. The name Gabriel means “man of God,” or “strong man of God,”
and is mentioned only in Daniel 8:16; 9:21; and in Luke 1:19, 26, where
Gabriel announced to Mary the coming of her virgin-born Son.
p. 108

Walvoord says:
In verse 16, the angel Gabriel is mentioned specifically, and a man’s voice is
addressed to Gabriel to instruct Daniel in understanding the vision. The
man’s voice may be that of Michael the Archangel or even the voice of God,
but it is not identified in the text.
p. 191

Phillips & Vines say:
First, there was the man (8:15-16). The word for “man” here signifies a
mighty man. The “man” is Gabriel, the herald angel, who has assumed
human form for the occasion. Gabriel is the first of two angels to be actually
named in scripture . . . The other is Michael . . .
p. 130

Gangel says:

God wants us to understand and apply prophecy, not relegate it to the realm
of mysterious and unknowable information.
p. 230
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Gangel says further:
This media experience by a river gets more complicated every minute. Daniel
does exactly what you and I would have done in similar circumstances,
watching the vision and trying to understand it. Then all of a sudden he sees
someone who looked like a man. This man spoke from the Ulai and
commanded Gabriel to tell this man the meaning of the vision. Such
interactive participation in a vision seems rather high tech for an aging
prophet in an ancient kingdom. He experiences a virtual reality situation.
p. 230

Walvoord says:
Daniel, as he was watching the vision, recorded that the one stood beside him
was “like a man” but probably was an angel (v. 15). Daniel also heard a
man’s voice instructing Gabriel, an angel, to give Daniel the interpretation of
the dream (v.16). This was the first mention of the Angel Gabriel in
Scripture. He is also mentioned in 9:21; Luke 1:19, 26. While angels were
given numerous titles in apocryphal literature, the Bible only names one
other angel, Michael . . . When the Angel Gabriel came to him Daniel fell
prostrate before this holy angel . . .
p. 240

Smith says:
To Zacharias, he introduced himself with these words: “I am Gabriel, that
stand in the presence of God.” From this it appears that he was an angel of
high order and superior dignity; but the one who here addressed him was
evidently higher in rank, and had power to command and control his actions.
This was probably no other than the archangel, Michael, or Christ, between
whom and Gabriel, alone, a knowledge of the matters communicated to
Daniel existed.
p. 229
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(How Great Thou Art: A Daily Devotional by Steve Halliday & William
Travis) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Steve Halliday &
William Travis, 1999.
Only He Could Do It

The voice of the LORD twists the oaks and strips the forests bare.
And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
(PSALM 29:9)

The plain truth is, none of us is qualified to manage God’s glory. None
of us is wise enough, godly enough, mature enough, or imaginative enough to
predict how, when, where, or why God will bring glory to His name.
Elisabeth Elliot skillfully pointed this out in Through Gates of
Splendor, an account of the events leading up to January 8, 1956, the day five
young missionaries (including Elliot’s husband, Jim) would be speared to
death trying to bring the gospel to a savage tribe of South American Indians
called the Aucas. Nearly three years after this tragedy, Elliot found herself
within ten feet of one of the seven men who killed her husband. She and her
three-and-a-half-year-old daughter had returned to the Aucas’ territory to
point these men to the Lord. And they were listening.
“How did this come to be?” Elliot asked. “Only God who made iron
swim, who caused the sun to stand still, in whose hand is the breath of every
living thing—only this God, who is our God forever and ever, could have done
it.”
She wrote that the Aucas told them their attack was a mistake; they
thought the white men were cannibals, and they now regarded the killings as
an error. Elliot, however, saw it another way: “But we know that it was no
accident. God performs all things according to the counsel of His own will.
The real issues at stake on January 8, 1956, were very far greater than those
which immediately involved five young men and their families, or this small
tribe of naked ‘savages’” . . . God is the God of human history, and He is at
work continually, mysteriously, accomplishing His eternal purposes in us,
through us, for us, and in spite of us.”
STEVE HALLIDAY
(December 13)
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v. 17 As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell
prostrate. “Son of man,” he said to me, “understand that the vision
concerns the time of the end.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 17:
He came up to me, but when he got close I became terrified and fell
facedown on the ground.
“He said, ‘Understand that this vision has to do with the time of
the end.’
p. 1598

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Understandably Daniel was terrified . . . by the appearance of the glorious
messenger and fell prostrate before him. Referring to Daniel as a son of man
. . . not to be confused with Christ, the Son of Man), Gabriel explained that
the vision pertained to the time of the end . . .
p. 1356

Stortz says:
In the words of Keil, “‘Time of the end’ is the general prophetic
expression for the time which, as the period of fulfillment, lies at the end of
the existing prophetic horizon—which in this case is the time of Antiochus.”5
If we force the interpretation of Daniel 8 to refer to events yet future, we will
not only miss the main event predicted here, but we will also bring more
confusion to the study of the return of Christ.
p. 132
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Keil says:
“Time of the end” is the general prophetic expression for the time which, as
the period of fulfillment, lies at the end of the existing prophetic horizon—in
the present case the time of Antiochus.
p. 310

Patrick & Lowth say:
. . . “To the time of the end:” i.e. there is a precise time determined for the
accomplishment of the vision, when it shall certainly be fulfilled
p. 665

Miller says:
Immediately the angel began to explain the vision, which would have
reassured Daniel that he had no reason to be alarmed. Gabriel referred to
Daniel as “son of man,” which is the Hebrew ben-ɔādām. This phrase
emphasizes Daniel’s weakness and mortality, . . . connoting that which is
from the ground, earthly (“a mere ‘mortal’”42. In Ezekiel the term is used
ninety-three times with this same meaning.43
and Di Lella, Daniel, 227.
E. Cooper, Sr., Ezekiel, NAC (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1994), 74. The
phrase is found only fourteen times elsewhere in the OT; see J. Collins, Daniel, Her
(Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993), 304-5, for a philological discussion of this phrase in the OT.
42Hartman
43L.

p. 231

He says further:
Probably in this context “the time of the end” should be taken to mean
the end of the events prophesied in this chapter, namely, the persecution of
the Jews and their deliverance in the Maccabean period. Antiochus IV is
certainly in view here.
p. 232
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Leupold says:
Direct contact with a heavenly being has always wrought great fear
and dread to the heart of mortals.
p. 360

J. Vernon McGee says:
Gabriel, in the explanation that follows, will make it clear that Antiochus
Epiphanes is but a picture in miniature of the coming Antichrist.
“For at the time of the end shall be the vision.” Notice that it is for
“the time of the end,” not the end of time. Nowhere in the Bible are we told
about the end of time. “The time of the end” locates the complete fulfillment
of this prophecy in the period which our Lord Jesus called the Great
Tribulation. The man referred to is the Antichrist, also called the Man of Sin
and the little horn of chapter 7. This prophecy goes beyond the immediate
future and is projected into the distant future—even in our day it is still
future. Antiochus is merely an adumbration of the other “little horn” who
will come at the end of the “times of the Gentiles,” which is made abundantly
clear by the use of these eschatological terms.
p. 581

Fyall says:
The man’s voice (v. 16 is that of God himself, and when Gabriel speaks to
Daniel, the form of address he uses to him is Son of man, the characteristic
way in which God addresses Ezekiel, another of the links of this chapter with
that book.
p. 123
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Showers says:
While Daniel sought to understand the vision, the angel Gabriel
appeared suddenly in the vision. Gabriel had the responsibility of carrying
important messages from God to human beings on more than one occasion.
He announced John the Baptist’s birth to Zacharias and Jesus’ birth to Mary
(Lk. 1:19, 26). God instructed Gabriel to give Daniel understanding of the
vision. As Gabriel approached Daniel to interpret the vision, Daniel became
so terrified of this supernatural being that he fell to the ground on his face
and eventually fainted. Gabriel revived Daniel and made him stand up.
p. 102

Lucas says:
The ‘time of the end’ in v. 17 is probably to be seen as the period immediately
preceding his downfall, and so to be another way of referring to the
Antiochene persecution. The ‘appointed time of the end’ in v. 19 is probably
the same as ‘the end’, but makes the point that it is certain and sure; it has
been ‘appointed’, presumably by God.
p. 220
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(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by E. V. Hill)
Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers. Copyright – E. V. Hill, 2003.
But there is yet another struggle that will not quit for believers. We
who are born-again Christians are undergoing a process—we are being saved,
being sanctified, being perfected. That process is a painful process. We are
filthy rags being washed in the blood of the Lamb. We are crooked sticks
being straightened out by the anvil of the gospel. We are dirty folk being
cleaned up. The process is called sanctification; it starts at regeneration, and
it goes through to glorification.
Glorification doesn’t happen down here. Because we have to get rid of
this old house. Before you can be glorified you must have another body not
made with hands. A sinner is a lump of clay on the shelf with nobody doing
anything to it. A sinner is a lump of clay that nobody bought. But a
Christian is a lump of clay off the shelf and in the hands of the Master. The
Master takes that clay and arranges it, twists it, molds it, rolls it, pounds it,
breaks it up, and puts it in the fire. What does that sound like, my friend?
Struggles, struggles, struggles, struggles. It hurts me, this refining process.
But that’s all right, because we become more than a lump of clay in the
Master’s hands.
In the book of Job we read of a righteous man’s struggles. His friends
kept saying to him, “Job, you’re struggling, Job, you’re having a hard time.
Job, what’s wrong with you?”
Job said to them, “I don’t know. What’s wrong with me? I lost my
children. I lost my wealth. I lost everything I had, but I know there’s
something going on here. For He knows my heart. He knows I’ve done
nothing wrong. He knows I’ve tried and tried and tried. And in all of the
trying I’m still struggling.”
Job said, “Here it is. I’m under inspection. I’m under construction. I
don’t look good because He’s still working on me. I don’t look good because
He’s still building on me. I don’t look good because He’s not through, but
after a while when He’s through with me I’ll shine like never before. So,
don’t be so hard on me. He’s not through with me—yet.”
pp. 38-39
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(Why? Trusting God When You Don’t Understand by Anne Graham Lotz)
Nashville, TN: W Publishing / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Anne
Graham Lotz, 2004.

Why? Why does God let things go from bad to worse for those He
loves—those like me? Like Martha and Mary?
Yet, consider this: When Jesus expressed words of encouragement
concerning Lazarus’s condition, Lazarus had already died!1 Was Jesus lying?
Was His promise some sort of empty “hope so”? Was He just toying with
Martha’s and Mary’s feelings? NO! What Jesus said meant…
that Lazarus’s sickness did not have physical death as its ultimate
purpose.
that God has a greater purpose than our immediate comfort.
that getting what we want, when we want it, is not always the best for
us or glorifying to God.
p. 51
What joy fills our hearts when we read a phrase like:
“CONCERNS THE TIME OF THE END.”
It fills us with:
EXPECTATION,
EXCITEMENT, and even
ENTHUSIASM to know that there is going to be an end to these
circumstances.
It also points us to the full realization that:
GOD IS IN COMPLETE CONTROL.
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The whole study of BIBLE PROPHECY brings into our thinking this very
thought that because it can be prophesied, we also know that:
a SOVEREIGN GOD IS IN CONTROL to fulfill those prophecies that
are made.
There has never been a greater passage of Scripture that has been so
accurately fulfilled as Daniel 8.
Daniel is writing these words at about 550 B.C.
They are just a COMPLETE SKETCH of what is going to be taking place
through these 400 YEARS OF SILENCE from the standpoint of further
Biblical revelation.

On Bible.org, one of the writers title these verses:
Getting Together with Gabriel
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

He then says:
Three times in this chapter it is stated that the vision pertains to the end
times (verses 17, 19, 26).
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

He then says further:
These end times are the end times preceding the first coming of Christ.
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)
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We see further on Bible.org:
All we need to know is that He is our God, and that He is in control. . . . If we
know Him, we know all we need to know. . . . Prophecy is given to remind us
that God is in control. . . . Belshazzar and his divine removal thus serve as
both an illustration and a prototype for the prophecy in Daniel 7 and 8.
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)
ANTIOCHUS is the end preceding the FIRST COMING OF CHRIST.
THE MAN OF SIN is the end preceding the SECOND COMING OF CHRIST.

In Bible.org we see:
Prophecy is given so we will know that the future is in God’s hands, He is in
control, and His purposes and promises will prevail.
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)
We can definitely comprehend, too, from this study and other prophetic
studies, we can expect that suffering will be involved in the whole process.
Psalm 30:5 comes to mind on this occasion:
Psalm 30:5
For his anger lasts only a moment,
but his favor lasts a lifetime;
weeping may remain for a night,
but rejoicing comes in the morning.
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How comforting to know that no matter what heartache or difficulty we are
facing, there is a definite end in view and God has a plan and purpose for
everything that touches our lives. We also become much aware of the fact
that He is still in control in the crucible.
Job 19:25-27
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon
the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will
see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another.
How my heart yearns within me!

Daniel/Study #16 – Daniel 8_15-27.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

30

v. 18 While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the
ground. Then he touched me and raised me to my feet.

Peterson paraphrases verse 18:
As soon as he spoke, I fainted, my face in the dirt. But he picked me
up and put me on my feet.
p. 1598
Daniel is very vulnerable and transparent here. He is telling us that while
Gabriel was giving the message, he “WAS IN A DEEP SLEEP.”
This is one place where I can really identify with Gabriel.
So many in my classes pray a little prayer as the study begins:
Now I lay me down to sleep,
The speaker’s boring and the subject’s deep.
If I should snore before I wake,
Please poke me for heaven’s sake.
Gabriel solves the problem, though. He “TOUCHED” Daniel and told him to
get up, that there was no sleeping in class.
You notice he “RAISED [HIM] TO [HIS] FEET” because if he was standing it
would be pretty tough to fall asleep in that position.

Baldwin says:
The inappropriateness of deep sleep for the reception of an angelic
message seems to be insisted upon . . . The recipient must not only be awake
but standing ready to obey orders . . .
p. 159
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Campbell says:
Daniel was perplexed by the vision and tried in vain to understand it. Small
wonder. We have the advantage of comparing these prophecies with their
historical fulfillment and still find them difficult to comprehend. What must
it have been to try to grasp their meaning while all these things were still
future? God understood Daniel’s limitations, however, and sent Gabriel to
give the interpretation, but the prophet was so overcome by being in the
presence of a supernatural begin that he fainted. Only when he was restored
to consciousness could he hear the angel’s explanation of the vision.
p. 96

Lange says:
. . . “and while he was speaking with me, I fell stunned upon my face to the
ground.” Not until this repeated falling down in terror did the “benumbing”
or Divine . . . take place, as the immediate presence of God for the purpose of
imparting to the prophet a highly important revelation, was not realized until
then.
p. 181
1 Corinthians 2:14
But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for
they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because
they are spiritually appraised.
Hebrews 5:11
Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since
you have become dull of hearing.
Revelation 2:29
‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
Lord, increase my level of sensitivity to recognize Your still small voice as
You speak instructions through Your Word. And having comprehended what
You are saying, to be quick to obey and to follow in Your footsteps.
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v. 19 He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of
wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end.

Peterson paraphrases verse 19:
“And then he continued, ‘I want to tell you what is going to
happen as the judgment days of wrath wind down, for there is going to
be an end to all this.
p. 1598

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says of verse 19:
. . . that is, events future from Daniel’s day, events concerning the nation
Israel under the Greek Empire.
p. 1356

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this next session, from verses 19-26:
Gabriel’s interpretation
p. 1356

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
Gabriel stated that the vision pertains to events beyond Daniels’ time
(what will happen later, and the appointed time of the end; . . . Significantly
this later time, within the times of the Gentiles, was called the time of wrath.
As stated earlier (chap. 2) the times of the Gentiles is the period from
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign to the second coming of Christ during which Israel is
undergoing divine discipline. Her acts of disobedience brought forth God’s
disciplinary wrath on the nation.
p. 1356
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What comfort and joy come to us when we recognize that the Lord is
operating with a plan, on time, and He will indeed accomplish His purpose.
Matthew 1:17
Therefore all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen
generations; and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen
generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the time of Christ
fourteen generations.
Galatians 4:4, 5
But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of
a woman, born under the Law, in order that He might redeem those
who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
Psalm 138:8
The Lord will fulfill [his purpose] for me;
your love, O Lord, endures forever—
do not abandon the works of your hands.
Proverbs 16:9
In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.
Proverbs 19:21
Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that
prevails.
Isaiah 46:10
I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is
still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I
please.
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Baldwin says:

The indignation is the sentence of God which must eventually fall on
those who rebel against Him and fail to repent. His own people were not
exempt . . . but neither were the nations . . . Here the question was how long
God would allow His earthly sanctuary to be trampled on . . . and Daniel
could be sure there was a time appointed for the end.
p. 159

Showers says:
Gabriel began the interpretation by declaring that the vision pertained
to “the time of the end” (v. 17), “the appointed time of the end” (v. 19), and
“the later portion of the indignation” (v. 19).18 It is apparent that “the time of
the end” and “the latter portion of the indignation” are synonyms referring to
the same period of time. But to what do they refer? A study of the term
indignation throughout Scripture reveals that the indignation refers to the
period of history during which God is indignant or angry with Israel because
of its rebellion against Him. It is the time when God chastens Israel, usually
at the hands of the Gentiles. The indignation included Israel’s conquest and
cruel treatment by Assyria . . . and Israel’s conquest and captivity by Babylon
. . . and it will continue through the end of the Tribulation Period (the end of
Antichrist’s rule at the second coming of Christ—Dan. 11:36). Thus, the
indignation began during the 730’s B.C. and will continue to the second
coming of Christ. It is basically parallel to the times when the Gentiles are
the predominant power in the world. It could be said that The Indignation is
the title of God’s program for Israel, and The Times of The Gentiles is the
title of God’s program for the Gentiles during the same basic period of
history.
Gabriel said that Daniel’s vision pertained to “the latter portion of the
indignation.” The language implied that the indignation could be divided
into two divisions: the former portion and the latter portion. It would appear
that the former portion of the indignation included the Assyrian and
Babylonian captivities of Israel (734 to 538 B.C.). The latter portion would
stretch from the end of the Babylonian captivity to the second coming of
Christ. Since “the latter portion of the indignation” and “the time of the end”
are synonyms, “the time of the end” would also cover this same expanse of
history.
p. 102-104
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Showers says:
It should be noted that Gabriel used the word “appointed” for the time
of the end. This implied that God sovereignly determined the time of His
indignation against Israel. God determined when Israel would be chastened
and when that chastening would end.
p. 104

Miller says:
“Wrath,” . . . is derived form a Hebrew root meaning “to be indignant”
and thus signifies “indignation.” Lacocque remarks that except for Hos 7:16,
this word “always designates the wrath of God.”49 The idea is that God’s
“wrath” is the demonstration of his righteous “indignation” against sin. In
this context the recipients of this wrath are Antiochus and the unfaithful
Israelites of the Maccabean period. Again, Gabriel asserted that this
prophecy concerns the “end” . . . and emphasized that the “time” has been set
(“the appointed time”) by the Lord of history.
p. 233

49Lacocque,

Daniel, 170.

Stortz says:
In verse 19 Daniel says, “I am going to tell you what will happen later
in the time of wrath” (or in some translations, “indignation”). In other words,
a difficult time was coming upon the Jewish people (within 350 years), and he
was warning them about this terrible day.
p. 132

Gangel says:
This may be the pivotal verse of the chapter. Again Gabriel used the phrase
time of the end, this time accompanied by the time of wrath. Baldwin says
specifically, “It does not necessarily mean the end of all things, but may refer
to the question asked in verse 13; verse 19 supports this interpretation. . . .
As in the annunciation to Mary . . . Gabriel was bringing good news”
(Baldwin, p. 159).
pp. 231-32
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Gangel says further:
p. 232

Fair enough. Historical fulfillment with typical prophetic significance.

Walvoord says:
The expression, the indignation, judging by the context . . . where it
occurs again) here seems to refer to God’s anger against Israel. As in the
days of Isaiah, when God used Assyria as His chastening rod . . . God in His
indignation was using for His corrective purposes the tyranny of Antiochus
and “lawless men” . . . who carried out Antiochus’ orders. In any case, the
point is that God is permitting the persecution as a chastening of Israel in
this instance.
p. 192

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
the last end of the indignation—God’s displeasure against the Jews for their
sins. For their comfort they are told, the calamities about to come are not to
be for ever. The “time” is limited . . .
p. 753

Feinberg says:
The cause of the Great Tribulation is threefold: moral, satanic,
political.46 The failure of Israel to accept her Messiah and the complete moral
failure on the part of Gentile nations and professing Christendom will bring on
this period . . . Second, it will be occasioned by the increase in the power and
influence of Satan in preparing for the time when he shall reveal his man of sin
as the god of the age . . . in the middle of the period. In the third place, it will
be occasioned by the plan of God to set His King on His holy hill of Zion.
p. 161

46N.

B. Harrison, His Sure Return (Chicago: Book Center, 1926), pp. 33-46.
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Matthew Henry says:
Let it be a comfort to those who live to see these calamitous times that there
shall be an end of them; . . .
p. 1096
Mark 4:37-39
And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking
over the boat so much that the boat was already filling up. And He
Himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they awoke Him
and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?”
And being aroused, He rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Hush, be
still.” And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm.

Pentecost says:

p. 129

The unrestrained, sovereign purpose of God is seen in the
ordering of the succession of the ages. That God has a program of the
ages is disclosed in many passages . . .

Gowan says:
The temptation to make this vision a reference to the end of the world should
be resisted. The word qēs is not yet a technical term for the eschaton. The
conclusion of the chapter clearly indicates that the concern is for the end of
the tyrant’s work. The use of the wore zacam (“wrath”) in verse 19 has led to
considerable discussion, since elsewhere in the Old Testament, except in Hos
7:16, it is always used to express the wrath of God against sinners, but the
visions of Daniel do not claim faithful Jews are being punished for their sins.
Context requires the word to refer to the wrath of the tyrant here.
p. 122
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Back in verse 17 Gabriel opened his remarks to Daniel by saying:
“Son of man . . . understand that the vision concerns the time of the
end.”
Now in verse 19 he continues:
“I AM GOING TO TELL YOU WHAT WILL HAPPEN LATER IN THE
TIME OF WRATH, BECAUSE THE VISION CONCERNS THE
APPOINTED TIME OF THE END.”
He concludes his remark here in verse 19 by giving the REASON for what he
is getting ready to say about this “TIME OF WRATH” or INDIGNATION.
The REASON being:
“BECAUSE THE VISION CONCERNS THE APPOINTED TIME OF
THE END.”
The TWO WORDS:
“APPOINTED” and
“END”
bring great comfort because it focuses on God’s sovereign control of all of
history and of the events in our lives as well.
Genesis 50:20
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish
what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
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Spurgeon says it so beautifully:
Nothing shall happen to us which God has not foreseen. No
unexpected event shall destroy His plans: no emergency shall transpire for
which He has not provided; no peril shall occur against which He has not
guarded. There shall come no remarkable want which shall take Him by
surprise. He seeth the end from the beginning, and the things that are not,
as though they were. To God’s eye there is no past and no future. He fills
His own eternal NOW; He stands in a position from which He can look down
upon the whole, and see the past, the present, and the future, at a single
glance. All, all, all of the future is foreseen by Him and fixed by Him.
p. 392

He says further:
Hold thy peace, man, even from counsel; for thy thoughts are vain where thy
understanding is baffled.
“When my dim reason would demand
Why that or this Thou dost ordain,
By some vast deep I seem to stand,
Whose secrets I must ask in vain.
“Be this my joy, that evermore
Thou rulest all things at Thy will:
Thy sovereign wisdom I adore,
And calmly, sweetly, trust Thee still.”
pp. 392-93

(In Every Pew Sits A Broken Heart by Ruth Graham) Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Zondervan. Copyright – Ruth Graham, 2004.
Now I could incorporate all of these concepts into prayer and praise:

p. 116

Thank you, Lord, that you have compassion and do not hold my ruins
against me. Thank you that you hurt over the things that hurt me. I
am so grateful you are going to restore me and build back what has
been torn down. I want to experience your joy. You have promised it,
and I thank you.
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v. 20 The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and
Persia.

Peterson paraphrases verse 20:
“The double-horned ram you saw stands for the two kings of the
Medes and Persians.
p. 1598

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Gabriel first interpreted the meaning of the two-horned ram . . . This
beast represented Media and Persia, the same empire represented by the
bear raised up on one side (7:5). Though Persia rose later than Media (559
B.C. . . . the Persians overshadowed the Medes. So the second horn on the
ram was larger than the first horn. Persia extended its empire to the west,
north, and south with a vast army of more than 2 million soldiers.
p. 1356
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v. 21 The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between his
eyes is the first king.

Peterson paraphrases verse 21:
The billy goat stands for the kingdom of the Greeks. The huge horn on
its forehead is the first Greek king.
p. 1598

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The angel then gave the meaning of the shaggy goat with the large
horn between his eyes. The goat represented the king (or kingdom) of
Greece, who in 7:6 was depicted by the winged leopard . . . The single horn
represented Greece’s first king, Alexander . . . Though is father Philip II of
Macedonia had united all the Greek city-states except Sparta, Alexander is
considered Greece’s first king.
Alexander the Greek (the prominent horn, 8:5) came from the west
with a small but fast army. He was enraged . . . at the Persians for having
defeated the Greeks at the Battle of Marathon (490 B.C.) and the Battle of
Salamis (481), Greek cities near Athens. He quickly conquered Asia Minor,
Syria, Egypt, and Mesopotamia in a few years, beginning in 334 B.C. The
Persians were helpless to resist him . . . Alexander died of malaria and
complications from alcoholism in 323 B.C. at the age of 32 in Babylon. At the
height of his power he was cut off (v. 8).
p. 1358
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v. 22 The four horns that replaced the one that was broken off represent four
kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will not have the same
power.

Peterson paraphrases verse 22:
The four horns that sprouted after it was broken off are the four kings
that come after him, but without his power.
p. 1598

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Since Alexander had no heirs to succeed him, the kingdom was divided
several years later among his four generals, represented here by the four
horns . . . But the divided kingdom of Greece never had the same power
Greece had enjoyed under Alexander.
p. 1358

Lucas says:
The four kingdoms that eventually arose out of Alexander’s empire were:
1. Macedonia and Greece, ruled by Cassander; 2. Thrace and Asia Minor,
ruled by Lysimachus; 3. northern Syria, Mesopotamia and regions to the
east, ruled by Seleucus; and 4. southern Syria, Palestine and Egypt, ruled by
Ptolemy. Antigonus originally ruled Asia Minor, but was defeated and killed
by the other four, and Lysimachus gained control of Asia Minor.
p. 220
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v. 23 In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely
wicked, a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, will arise.

Peterson paraphrases verse 23:
“As their kingdoms cool down
and rebellions heat up,
A king will show up,
hard-faced, a master trickster.
p. 1598

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Years later from among one of the four horns (kings) there would arise,
Gabriel said, a severe (stern-faced) and cunning king (a master of intrigue . . .
deceit . . .). A powerful ruler, he would devastate property and destroy people
in order to expand his kingdom. The holy people, the nation Israel . . .
“saints” . . . would be a special target of his oppression. In subjugating Israel,
many would lose their lives just when they thought they were safe. His
antagonism against Israel would also be against her God, the Prince of
princes. Yes this mighty conqueror himself would be destroyed by
supernatural power. His rise was not his own doing . . . and his downfall was
not by human means (he died insane in Persia in 163 B.C.).
p. 1358
Our verse begins with a very interesting phrase:
“IN THE LATTER PART OF THEIR REIGN, WHEN REBELS HAVE
BECOME COMPLETELY WICKED.”
This is reference to the FOUR KINGS that are winding down their
administrations. Like Belshazzar, they:
“HAVE BECOME COMPLETELY WICKED.”
It is at times like this that God begins to act in judgment.

Daniel/Study #16 – Daniel 8_15-27.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

44

Genesis 6:5-7
The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become,
and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all
the time. The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth,
and his heart was filled with pain. So the Lord said, “I will wipe
mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and
animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the
air—for I am grieved that I have made them.”
Genesis 15:16
In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the
sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”
In verses 23, 24 and 25 we have ELEVEN STATEMENTS that are made to
describe this “STERN-FACED KING”:
1.

“[HE IS] A STERN-FACED KING,”

2.

“[HE IS] A MASTER OF INTRIGUE,”

3.

“HE WILL BECOME VERY STRONG,”

4.

“HE WILL CAUSE ASTOUNDING DEVASTATION,”

5.

“[HE] WILL SUCCEED IN WHATEVER HE DOES,”

6.

“HE WILL DESTROY THE MIGHTY MEN AND THE HOLY
PEOPLE,”

7.

“HE WILL CAUSE DECEIT TO PROSPER,”

8.

“HE WILL CONSIDER HIMSELF SUPERIOR,”

9.

“WHEN THEY FEEL SECURE, HE WILL DESTROY MANY,”

10.

“[HE WILL] TAKE HIS STAND AGAINST THE PRINCE OF
PRINCES,” and

11.

“YET HE WILL BE DESTROYED, BUT NOT BY HUMAN
POWER.”
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Lucas says:
‘The last days of their kingship’ (23) is, probably, to be taken as referring to
the same period as ‘the last days of the time of wrath’ (19), namely the
Antiochene persecution.
p. 220

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The king referred to here is known as Antiochus IV Epiphanes. After
murdering his brother, who had inherited the throne in the Seleucid dynasty,
he came to power in 175 B.C. In 170 B.C. Ptolemy VI of Egypt sought to
recovery territory then ruled over by Antiochus. So Antiochus invaded Egypt
and defeated Ptolemy VI and proclaimed himself king in Egypt. This was his
growth “in power to the south” (v. 9). On his return from this conquest,
trouble broke out in Jerusalem so he decided to subdue Jerusalem (“the
Beautiful Land,” . . . The people were subjugated, the temple desecrated, and
the temple treasury plundered.
From this conquest Antiochus returned to Egypt in 168 but was forced
by Rome to evacuate Egypt. On his return he determined to make the land of
Israel a buffer state between himself and Egypt. He attacked and burned
Jerusalem, killing multitudes . . . The Jews were forbidden to follow the
Mosaic Law in observing the Sabbath, their annual feasts, and traditional
sacrifices, and circumcision of children . . . Altars to idols were set up in
Jerusalem and on December 16, 167 B.C. the Jews were ordered to offer
unclean sacrifices and to eat swine’s flesh or be penalized by death . . .
Antiochus’ desecration of the temple was to last 2,300 evenings and
mornings before its cleansing . . . Some take the 2,300 evenings and mornings
to mean 2,300 days, that is, a little more than six years. In this
interpretation, the six years were from Antiochus’ first incursion into
Jerusalem (170 B.C.) to the refurbishing and restoring of the temple by Judas
Maccabeus in late 164.
p. 1358
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Let us consider now a little more closely the ELEVEN THINGS that are said
about Antiochus in verses 23, 24, and 25. It is said of him:
1.

“[HE IS] A STERN-FACED KING” and

2.

“[HE IS] A MASTER OF INTRIGUE.”

The big QUESTION that has to be addressed is:
Does everything that is described here refer just to ANTIOCHUS or
are there yet to be fulfilled prophetic statements that refer to the
MAN OF SIN whose rule and reign takes place during the tribulation
period?
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Walvoord says:
This view is ably summarized by J. Dwight Pentecost. Pentecost gives
a most illuminating overall view of chapters 7 through 12 in the following
statement: “The key to understanding chapters 7 through 12 of Daniel’s
prophecy is to understand that Daniel is focusing his attention on this one
great ruler and his kingdom which will arise in the end time. And while
Daniel may use historical reference and refer to events which to us may be
fulfilled, Daniel is thinking of them only to give us more details about this
final form of Gentile world power and its ruler who will reign on the earth.
In Daniel chapter 8, we have another reference to this one. Daniel describes
a king who is going to conquer the Medo-Persian Empire. This is an
historical event that took place several centuries after Daniel lived. There
was an individual that came out of the Grecian Empire who was a great
enemy of the nation Israel. We know him as Antiochus Epiphanes.
Antiochus Epiphanes was a ruler who sought to show his contempt for
Palestine, the Jews, and the Jewish religion by going to the temple in
Jerusalem with a sow which he slaughtered and put its blood upon the altar.
This man was known as one who desolated, or ‘the desolator.’ But this
passage in Daniel 8 is speaking not only of Antiochus in his desolation and
his desecration of the Temple; it is looking forward to the great desolator who
would come, the one who is called ‘the little horn’ in Daniel 7. In Daniel 8:23
we read of this one and his ministry.”57
Pentecost summarizes the facts from Daniel 8:23-25 as a description of
the beast in that (1) he is to appear in the latter times of Israel’s history . . .
(2) through alliance with other nation, he achieves world-wide influence . . .
(3) a peace program helps his rise to power . . . (4) he is extremely intelligent
and persuasive . . . (5) he is characterized by Satanic control . . . (6) he is a
great adversary against Israel and the prince of princes . . . (7) a direct
judgment from God terminates his rule . . .58
pp. 195-96
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Walvoord then goes on to say:
In this section of Daniel 8, an individual is pictured prophetically who is
said to have the following characteristics: (1) he will appear “in the latter time of
their kingdom,” that is, of the four kingdoms of verse 22; (2) he will appear
“when the transgressors are come to the full”; (3) he will be “a king of fierce
countenance, and understanding dark sentences,” that is, having a strong or
bold countenance and able to interpret riddles, a mark of intelligence . . .
(4) he shall have great power but his power shall be derived from another
(either God, Satan, Alexander the Great); (5) he shall accomplish great exploits
including destroying Israel, the mighty and holy people; (6) by his policies “he
shall cause craft to prosper in his hand,” always busy hatching plots . . . that is,
wickedness shall be on the increase; (7) he shall exalt himself, as did Antiochus
Epiphanes; (8) by means of a false peace, he shall destroy many people; (9) he
shall oppose “the Prince of princes”; (10) in the end “he shall be broken without
hand” (Antiochus died of a foul disease), that is, his power shall be destroyed
without human intervention. Finally, Daniel is cautioned that the total vision is
true, but the understanding of it shall be delayed for many days as well as its
fulfillment.
p. 197

Stortz says:
This “stern-faced . . . master of intrigue” would arise in the latter part
of “their reign.” The pronoun “their” refers to the reign of the four horns or
kings. Daniel predicted that this “stern-faced man” would arise in the latter
part of the reign of the Selucids and Ptolemies. Greece came to power over
the Persians around 330 B.C. They stayed in power until Rome replaced
Greece as a world power around 146 B.C. Just as Daniel predicted, a “sternfaced . . . master of intrigue” came to power around 175 B.C., the latter part
of the rule of the four kings of Greece.
p. 135

Miller says:
Verses 23-26 are the heart of the vision and the reason for the
revelation to Daniel. God disclosed this historical summary to the prophet to
prepare the Jewish people for the coming crisis—Antiochus’s persecution.
p. 234
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Miller says further:
“When rebels have become completely wicked” may indicate the time when
the sin of these rebels has reached the point where God deems punishment
appropriate . . .
p. 234
Jesus, when He is lecturing the scribes and the Pharisees, says:
Matthew 23:32
“Fill up then the measure of the guilt of your fathers.
Paul tells the Thessalonians in:
1 Thessalonians 2:16
hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved;
with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But
wrath has come upon them to the utmost.

Miller says further:
A “stern” (ɔaz, “mighty, strong, fierce”) face means that the king who will
arise will be harsh in manner and in his treatment of those who oppose him.
Slotki interprets the word to signify “unyielding, merciless,” citing
Deut 28:50.51 “A master of intrigue” . . . is literally “one who understands
riddles or difficult problems.”
p. 234

51Slotki,

Daniel, 70.
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Showers observes:
It is important to note that the little horns of chapters seven and eight
are two distinct persons. Several factors make this distinction clear:
Little Horn of
Chapter Seven
1. Would come from Rome
(fourth kingdom).
2. Would be an eleventh
horn, rooting up three of
ten horns.
3. Would persecute God’s
people for 42 months or
3½ years.

Little Horn of
Chapter Eight
1. Would come from Greece
(third kingdom).
2. Would be a fifth horn,
coming out of one of
four horns.
3. Would persecute God’s
people for 2,300 days or
over 6 years.

The little horn of chapter seven is Antichrist; the little horn of chapter
eight is Antiochus Epiphanes. From the perspective of Daniel’s day, the little
horn of chapter seven would live in the far distant future, but the little horn
of chapter eight would live in the more immediate future.
Although the two little horns would be two distinct persons living in
different periods of history, they would be characterized by similar attitudes
and actions. Both would oppose God, magnify themselves to the level of deity
and persecute the people of God. In other words, both would be extreme
expressions of fallen man’s mania to rule the world apart from God.
p. 109

Patrick & Lowth say:

A king of fierce countenance, &c.] One of a fierce and untractable
temper, without pity or compassion, . . . one practised in craft and policy . . .
especially in the arts of inveigling men, and seducing them from their religion.
p. 665
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J. Vernon McGee says:
The “little horn” is Antiochus Epiphanes of the line of the Seleucidae that
took Syria. The only adequate explanation of this verse and of the facts of
history is that this man was demon possessed. In this respect he is also a
picture of the coming Antichrist. The Lord Jesus made reference to him
when He said, “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect” (Matt. 24:24).
p. 581

Campbell says:
The conclusion, then, is that we are to see in Antiochus Epiphanes a dread
picture and symbol of Antichrist to come in the end time, or Tribulation
period. While the chapter admittedly describes the evil character and deeds
of Antiochus, “the Antichrist of the Old Testament,” it is also clear that he
foreshadows the Antichrist of the New Testament.
Prophecy sometimes has a double fulfillment. So here we are able to
see the partial fulfillment of the vision in Antiochus and the complete
fulfillment in Antichrist.
p. 97

Feinberg says:
Finally, we read that “a king will arise, insolent and skilled in
intrigue.” “Insolent” is sometimes translated “fierce of countenance.” This
man is shameless in carrying out his cruel designs, and he is skilled in
intrigue. He is a cunning practitioner of deceit who will succeed for a time in
magnifying himself before the Lord God.
p. 110
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Chafer says:
Christ speaks of him, quoting from Daniel, as the “Abomination of
Desolation” (Mt. [24] 15; Dan. [9] 27), and again, as the one who will come in
his own name . . . John sees him as the rider on the white horse . . . and the
“Beast” . . . Paul sees him as the “Man of Sin” . . .
In all these prophecies this coming one is set forth as being the
superlative representation of Satan’s power and the incarnate realization of
his timeless secret purpose. Satan offered all his world power and authority
to Christ in the wilderness . . . but it was rejected. This world power will be
received and administered by the “Man of Sin” during the closing scenes of
the age.
p. 105

Blair says:
There is no doubt as to the identity of this wicked king. Surely this prophecy
applies in part to the wicked Antiochus Epiphanes. Antiochus called himself
Epiphanes, which means, “the Illustrious.” But he was so vile and heartless
that those who knew him changed his name to Epimanes, meaning “the
Madman.”
p. 166

Swindoll, Walvoord and Pentecost say:
It may be the little horn in the goat imagery of Daniel chapter 8, the Grecian
fulfillment. The latter probably is a prefigurement of Antiochus Epiphanes,
who though he fulfills it in one sense, does not totally fulfill the prophecy.
p. 69
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v. 24 He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause
astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will
destroy the mighty men and the holy people.

Peterson paraphrases verse 24:
His power will swell enormously.
He’ll talk big, high-handedly,
Doing whatever he pleases,
knocking off heroes and holy ones left and right.
pp. 1598-99
Whereas we had TWO GRAPHIC DESCRIPTIONS of his leadership in verse 23,
we now have FOUR MORE in verse 24. We read in verse 23 that he is:
1.

“A STERN-FACED KING” and

2.

“A MASTER OF INTRIGUE.”

Here in verse 24:
3.

“HE WILL BECOME VERY STRONG, BUT NOT BY HIS OWN
POWER,”

4.

“HE WILL CAUSE ASTOUNDING DEVASTATION,”

5.

“[HE] WILL SUCCEED IN WHATEVER HE DOES,” and

6.

“HE WILL DESTROY THE MIGHTY MEN AND THE HOLY
PEOPLE.”
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Blair says:
But though this prophecy had its partial fulfillment in Antiochus
Epiphanes, it can by no means be limited to him. It clearly characterizes the
Antichrist, about whom we have already studied in chapter 7. Antiochus
Epiphanes poured out his wrath upon the Jews, but what he did was minor
in comparison to what the Antichrist will do in the last three and a half years
of the tribulation period.
p. 166

J. Vernon McGee says:
“The holy people” refers to Israel. The slaughter of these people by Antiochus
Epiphanes seems almost unbelievable. He was as bad as Hitler. However, he
is merely an adumbration of the Antichrist who is coming, of whom it is said:
“And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, ad to overcome them:
and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations” . . .
p. 581
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They Took for Themselves God’s Glory
What did King Nebuchadnezzar of ancient Babylon and Nikolai Ceausescu of
present-day Romania have in common? Both were ruthless dictators who fell
after boldly exalting themselves.
Nebuchadnezzar brazenly declared that he had built the great city of Babylon
by his own power and for the honor of his majesty (Dan. 4:30). God humbled
him by driving him into the wilderness with a mental illness.
Ceausescu, after years of cruelly persecuting Christians and killing all
potential threats to his power, instructed the National Opera to produce a
song in his honor that included these words: “Ceausescu is good, righteous,
and holy.” He wanted this song to be sung on his 72nd birthday on January
26, 1990, but on December 25, 1989, he and his wife were executed. Although
his overthrow was part of the anticommunist revolution that swept through
eastern Europe, many Christians see his sudden downfall as an act of God.
One Romanian, Peter Dugulescu, said that it was “because he took for
himself the glory of God.”
Our Daily Bread, August 2, 1992
(From www.Bible.org – Sermon Illustrations – http://www.bible.org/
illus.asp?topic_id=1048)
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Woman Aborts Two of Her Triplets
“The Lives” column in New York Times Magazine carried a first-person
account of Amy Richards and her decision to abort two of three fetuses she
carried.
Richards stopped taking birth control pills because it affected her mood.
Though unmarried, she and her boyfriend determined to keep a baby should
there be a pregnancy. After pregnancy occurred, Richards was shocked to
learn she was carrying triplets. She chronicled her reaction to the news:
My immediate response was, I cannot have triplets. I was not married;
I lived in a five-story walk-up in the East Village; I worked freelance;
and I would have to go on bed rest in March. I lecture at colleges, and
my biggest months are March and April. I would have to give up my
main income for the rest of the year. There was a part of me that was
sure I could work around that. But it was a matter of, Do I want to?
I felt like: It’s not the back of a pickup at 16, but now I’m going to have
to move to Staten Island. I’ll never leave my house because I’ll have to
care for these children. I’ll have to start shopping only at Costco and
buying big jars of mayonnaise. Even in my moments of thinking about
having three, I don’t think that deep down I was ever considering it.
Richards chose a procedure that administered a shot of potassium chloride
into the hearts of two of the fetuses. She later delivered a healthy boy.
Ms. Richards is an abortion rights advocate, associated with Planned
Parenthood, and a co-founder of a feminist organization that finances
abortions, the Third Wave Foundation.
Citation: Amy Richards as told to Amy Barrett, “When One Is Enough,”
The Times Magazine (7-18-04)
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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v. 25 He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior.
When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against
the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human
power.

Peterson paraphrases verse 25:
He’ll plot and scheme to make crime flourish—
and oh, how it will flourish!
He’ll think he’s invincible
and get rid of anyone who gets in his way.
But when he takes on the Prince of all princes,
he’ll be smashed to bits—
but not by human hands.
p. 1599
We can now put the FINAL FIVE PIECES together with the previous six to
get our life-sized description of this future wicked king who is going to come.
Back in verse 23 we had:
1.

“[HE IS] A STERN-FACED KING” and

2.

“[HE IS] A MASTER OF INTRIGUE.”

In verse 24 we had:
3.

“HE WILL BECOME VERY STRONG, BUT NOT BY HIS OWN
POWER,”

4.

“HE WILL CAUSE ASTOUNDING DEVASTATION,”

5.

“[HE] WILL SUCCEED IN WHATEVER HE DOES,” and

6.

“HE WILL DESTROY THE MIGHTY MEN AND THE HOLY
PEOPLE.”
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The remaining five are here in verse 25:
7.

“HE WILL CAUSE DECEIT TO PROSPER,”

8.

“HE WILL CONSIDER HIMSELF SUPERIOR,”

9.

“WHEN THEY FEEL SECURE, HE WILL DESTROY MANY,”

10.

“[HE WILL] TAKE HIS STAND AGAINST THE PRINCE OF
PRINCES,” and

11.

“HE WILL BE DESTROYED, BUT NOT BY HUMAN POWER.”

J. Vernon McGee says:
Antiochus was but a faint type of this king who is coming. And he will do
four things which Antiochus did in pygmy style:
1. “He shall cause craft to prosper in his hand.” We are told in
Revelation 13:17 that no man will be able to buy or sell save the one who has
the mark of the beast. He will control the economy with a vengeance.
2. “He shall magnify himself in his heart.” Revelation 13:5 says that
he is given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies. He will be given
power to continue forty-two months. Humility is not a characteristic of the
Antichrist! He is like Satan who was filled with pride.
3. “By peace shall destroy many.” He comes in as a lamb, but he goes
out as a lion. In Revelation 6 he is the rider on the white horse. Notice that
right after him comes the red horse of war—he has brought in a false peace.
4. “He shall stand up against the Prince of princes.” You see, he will
oppose and fight against Christ. One of the marks of Antichrist and of that
first beast in Revelation 13 is that he is against Christ.
pp. 581-82
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Blair says:
Not only do we find a further description of the satanic control of Antiochus
Epiphanes in verse 25, but we see the prophecy of his ultimate doom: “And
through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall
magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also
stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.”
This prophecy makes it clear that Antiochus would make many gains and
achieve what many might judge to be success. His policies, however, would be
questionable and despicable, for he would be fraudulent and deceitful in
accomplishing his purposes as he causes “craft to prosper in his hand.”
p. 169

He says further:
God humbled Antiochus and brought him face to face with death. “Vengeance
is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 12:19). No one can resist
Almighty God without suffering judgment. This is what happened to
Antiochus Epiphanes, and the same will happen to the Antichrist. As in the
case of Antiochus, so the Antichrist will not be killed in warfare, nor will he be
assassinated; he will simply fall into the hands of a holy and all-righteous God
and be brought to his end.
pp. 170-71

Feinberg says:
This verse goes on to speak of opposing “the Prince of princes.” This
can mean only God, who rules all the rulers on earth. The result of opposing
God is inevitable and is described here as being “broken without human
agency.” In the original Hebrew, this phrase reads literally, “without hands,”
and clearly refers to a visitation from God.
p. 111

Daniel/Study #16 – Daniel 8_15-27.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

60

Showers says:
According to Gabriel, the little horn would even stand against the Prince
of princes . . . Antiochus did stand against the Most High God. He plundered
and defiled God’s Temple, had that Temple rededicated as a worship place of
Zeus (the chief Greek god), had a pagan altar built over the altar of God and
commanded that the regular sacrifices be replaced by the sacrifice of pigs.25
He even went so far as to have coins minted with the following inscription:
“Antiochus Theos Epiphanes—the God Made Manifest.”26
p. 107

Miller says:
“He will consider himself superior” literally reads, “He will magnify
himself in his heart.” Antiochus was a proud, self-exalting ruler; in his own
opinion he was great. Archer recounts that Antiochus’s coins were inscribed
theos epiphanēs (“God manifest”),54 by which the king did not literally
attribute deity to himself (he was devoted to the Greek gods) but did
understand himself to be the earthly representative of deity. In addition, this
vain ruler assumed the title “Epiphanes,” that is, “the illustrious one.”
p. 235

54Ibid.

Miller says further:
“When they feel secure” . . . may be literally rendered either “in ease”
or “in quietness.”55 Antiochus attacked the people and destroyed “many” of
them when the people were a “ease” because they felt “secure.” They may
have been lulled into a feeling of security by the deceitful tactics of Antiochus.
Then he attacked without warning in the spring of 167 B.C. and slaughtered
many of them . . .
p. 235

55Cf.

BDB, 1017.
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Gowan says:
His fourth would-be victim is the prince of princes, however, and that leads to
an abrupt conclusion, three words in Hebrew: “without hand he-shall-bebroken.”
p. 122

Baldwin says:
To cruelty and scorn of God are added cunning and deceit combined
with a great opinion of himself. JB takes up the metrical form:
‘Such will be his resourcefulness of mind
that his treacherous activities will succeed.
He will grow arrogant of heart,
take many unawares and destroy them.’
He shall even rise up against the Prince of princes . . . more directly this time
than through his people, but the extremity of his daring is the occasion of his
downfall.
p. 160

Boice says:
There is one additional detail that is also worth noting. Daniel
predicts the end of Antiochus, but not by human hands, saying, “He will be
destroyed, but not by human power” . . . That is not what might naturally be
expected. We might expect that his successor, Judas Maccabaeus, should
have unseated and killed him. But in fact, Antiochus died suddenly of
natural (Daniel would say “divine”) causes, either from a fall or from a
revolting physical corruption. So his end was as Daniel said.
p. 92
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Wiersbe says:
. . . the characteristics and career of Antiochus parallel those of Antichrist.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Both begin modestly but increase in power and influence
Both blaspheme God with mouths that speak great things
Both persecute the Jewish people
Both claim to be gods and put images in the temple
Both impose their own religion on the people
Both are opposed by a believing remnant that knows God
Both are energized by the devil and are great deceivers
Both appear to succeed marvelously and seem to be invincible
Both are finally defeated by the coming of a redeemer
(Judas Maccabeus and Jesus Christ)
pp. 101-102

He says further:
The “Prince of princes” . . . is Jesus Christ, who is also the “God of
gods” . . . and the “King of Kings” . . . Antichrist opposes Jesus Christ and
seeks to replace Him, but ultimately Jesus Christ defeats Antichrist and
consigns him, his false prophet, and Satan to the lake of fire . . .
p. 102
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Benjamin Franklin’s Lesson on Humility from Cotton Mather
Benjamin Franklin vividly remembered a visit he made as a young man to
see the Puritan preacher Cotton Mather and the life lesson learned. Franklin
recalled:
He was showing me out of the house, and there was a very low beam
near the doorway. I was still talking when Mather began shouting,
“Stoop! Stoop!” I didn’t understand what he meant and banged my
head on the beam. “You’re young,” he said, “and have the world before
you. Stoop as you go through it, and you will avoid many hard
thumps.” That advice has been very useful to me. I avoided many
misfortunes by not carrying my head too high in pride.
Citation: “Benjamin Franklin,” PBS (November 2002);
submitted by Terry Horvath, Winter Springs, Florida

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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Man Who Loved Life, Died Hard
Don Spangler, also known as Spanky, retired from Southern California Gas
Company in 1998. One of the first things he did was to throw out all his suits
and ties. Spanky planned to retire to a life on the river, wearing shorts or
bathing suits.
Spanky spent his days on the Colorado River, boating, water skiing, and
partying with his friends. He was also building his dream house. Spanky
lived his fantasy life for five years. Right after moving into his huge new
home, he found out he was dying. A year later, at age 60, Spanky was dead.
Spanky had always lived larger than life. His booming voice and large 6-foot3-inch frame, made him a monstrous presence. Wherever he went, a party
followed, even at a child’s soccer practice. When he partied, he wanted the
music at top volume. When he bought a boat, he wanted it to be the fastest.
When he got interested in salt-water fish tanks, they had to be huge. He rode
anything that went fast—high-powered dirt bikes, dune buggies and boats
with super-charged hydro engines. He was fanatical about his equipment. It
had to be the best, and it had to be perfectly maintained. His cars had to be
black or white, and his boats, bathing suits, and caps had to be red. It was a
declaration of his love for life. Robin Hinch writes:
Death didn’t come as easily to Spanky as life. He could not
acknowledge the seriousness of his illness and called it “just a little
inconvenience.”
“Next week, I’ll be back on the river,” he insisted toward the end.
And he did not, as the famous Dylan Thomas poem suggests, “go gentle
into that good night.”
Spanky, in fact, fought death for hours after his family assured him it
was okay to let go. And at the very end, he threw his arms up over his
head, as if to ward off the angels that were coming for him, and uttered
one last word: “NO!”
Citation: Robin Hinch, “‘Spanky’ Lived Fast and Furious,”
Orange County Register Obituaries (7-29-04);
submitted by Brad Fogal, Trabuco Canyon, California

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary summarizes these verses:
From Antiochus certain facts can be learned about the forthcoming
desecrator: (1) He will achieve great power by subduing others . . . (2) He will
rise to power by promising false security . . . (3) He will be intelligent and
persuasive . . . (4) He will be controlled by another . . . that is Satan. (5) He
will be an adversary of Israel and subjugate Israel to his authority . . . (6) He
will rise up in opposition to the Prince of princes, the Lord Jesus Christ . . .
(7) His rule will be terminated by divine judgment . . .
p. 1359

Dyer in his book The Rise of Babylon, says:
The final three-and-a-half years of this period are a time of unparalleled
trouble for the nation of Israel. Jesus Christ described this “abomination
that causes desolation” (Matthew 24:15) and indicated that its fulfillment
was still in the future.
When this statue or image is finally set up in the temple, “then let
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains . . . For then there will be great
distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to
be equaled again” (Matthew 24:16, 21).
John describes these same events in Revelation 13. He pictures this
future world ruler as a “beast” who will be empowered by Satan and who will
persecute the Jews for forty-two months, or three-and-a-half years, the same
amount of time predicted by Daniel (Revelation 13:5).
John explains the “abomination that causes desolation” spoken of by
Daniel and by Christ. The abomination will be an image of the beast that
will be set up in the temple in Jerusalem (Revelation 13:14). All who refuse
to worship this statue will be killed. This seven-year period ends with the
second coming of Jesus Christ to earth to judge sin and set up his kingdom
over the entire earth (Revelation 19:11-21).
Sounds familiar, doesn’t it? Just as Nebuchadnezzar put his statue out
on the plain of Dura and tested the loyalty of his subjects, including Zedekiah,
king of Judah, so will this future antichrist erect some sort of statue or image
and demand that people pay homage to it. The penalty for refusal? Death!
pp. 188-89
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Swindoll, Walvoord and Pentecost have this prayer at the end of one of their
chapters:

p. 77

Lord, thank you for putting together both the beginning
and the end of history. Thank you for being the Lord of
all that’s in-between. May we live holy lives which will
attract others to the Savior and thus prepare us all for
the future judgments you will execute upon the earth.
To you be the glory. Amen.
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v. 26 The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is
true, but seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant future.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 26:
This vision of the 2,300 sacrifices, evening and morning,
is accurate but confidential.
Keep it to yourself.
It refers to the far future.’
p. 1599
Ezekiel 24:14
“‘I the Lord have spoken. The time has come for me to act. I will not
hold back; I will not have pity, nor will I relent. You will be judged
according to your conduct and your actions, declares the Sovereign
Lord.’”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Daniel was told to seal up the vision in the sense of concluding it, not
in the sense of keeping it secret, because it needed to be preserved for the
future.
p. 1359

Baldwin says:
The verb here (sātam) has the idea of making unrecognizable to the enemy
access-points and wells; applied to a book it is not strictly ‘seal’ but rather
‘guard from use’ and there fore from misuse . . .
pp. 160-61
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Miller says:
Gabriel then assured Daniel that “the vision of the evenings and
mornings” was true and would be fulfilled. Of course, the contents of the
entire vision were true, but the detail concerning the “evenings and
mornings” evidently was singled out because it told the exact length of the
persecution period, information that would be of great interest to those
suffering this ordeal.
“Seal up” is a translation of the verb sātam, which means “stop up,
shut up, keep closed.”57 Though the NASB renders the term “keep the vision
secret,” ancient documents were sealed for their preservation, and this is the
idea here. No part of Scripture, even portions dealing with future events, is
ever hidden away from the saints. Daniel therefore was being instructed to
take measures to ensure that the vision’s contents would be available for
generations in the “distant future.” Antiochus IV lived almost four hundred
years after Daniel.
p. 236

57BDB,

711.

Showers says:
At the conclusion of the interpretation, Gabriel emphasized the fact
that the vision concerning the 2,300 days (evenings and mornings – compare
v. 14) of Israel’s persecution by Antiochus was true. In other words, it
portrayed what actually would happen. Daniel needed this assertion, for it
would be difficult for him to believe that Israel would be chastened for many
more years.
p. 107

He says further:
Gabriel commanded Daniel to preserve the vision (v. 26). The word
translated “secret” does not mean to hide. God does not give revelation to be
hidden. Instead, it means to shut up or preserved.28 Daniel was to record
this vision in permanent, written form, so that it could be preserved for
future generations.
pp. 107-108
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Showers says finally:
The reason for the preservation of the vision was this: the vision dealt with
future events that would not be fulfilled for many days. Indeed, the part of
the vision that dealt with Antiochus’ abuse of Israel did not begin to be
fulfilled until 380 years after Daniel received the vision. It wouldn’t be until
then that this prophetic vision would make its greatest impact upon people.
p. 108

Lucas says:
The verb used here . . . is used more of keeping something safe than of
keeping it secret. It is used alongside the verb ‘to seal’ . . . The reason given
here explains why both ‘guarding’ and ‘keeping secret’ are necessary. The
vision refers to the distant future, not to the reign of Belshazzar.
p. 221

Matthew Henry says:
Let is be kept for the generations that should live about the time of the
accomplishment of it, for to them it would be most serviceable.
p. 1097

Gangel says:
The words for seal up carry the idea of protection and safeguarding,
suggesting that Daniel had no authority to release the vision at this point.
Hence he tells us about it considerably later—but not after the events
themselves took place. We see the same reminder again in 12:9 where the
sealing is linked to the interesting phrase “the time of the end.” But we
should place less than complete authority in the word distant. Certainly the
destruction of Antiochus Epiphanes and his final judgment at the hand of
God were distant at the time Daniel received the vision.
p. 233
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Walvoord says:
This passage, though fulfilled by Antiochus, was also typical of the
description of the future role of the coming Antichrist, the man of sin, the
dictator of the whole world during the last three-and-a-half years before the
Second Coming. Some believe that this also has prophetic overtones and
anticipates the climax of the ages. While the controversy cannot be
completely settled, it can be understood that this prophecy is certainly an
illustration in history of what would take place in prophecy in the yet-future
Great Tribulation. Like Antiochus, the final world ruler will claim to be God,
will persecute Jews, will stop Jewish sacrifices, and will be an evil character.
p. 242

Young says:
Since the prophecy was for a long time (many days) [Daniel] was to
shut up the prophecy. This does not mean that he was necessarily to keep it
secret, but that he should preserve it. “Preserve the revelation, not because it
is not yet to be understood, also not for the purpose of keeping it secret, but
that it may remain preserved for distant times” (Kliefoth).
p. 181

David Jeremiah says:
Our friend Daniel had this astounding visitation by the angel Gabriel
and it literally made him ill. He was told to “seal up the vision,” which
means he should preserve it so that it could be communicated later. He
followed this command and has given it to all generations of Bible-believing
Christians.
p. 170
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(American Soldier by General Tommy Franks with Malcolm McConnell) New
York, NY: Regan Books. Copyright – Tommy Franks, 2004.
Then, on a warm Florida afternoon, Don Rumsfeld called. “Tom,” he
said, “do you know Jay Garner?”
“Yes, Mr. Secretary,” It old Rumsfeld. “I love him. Great Army general.”
I repeated one of my favorite stories about Lt. General Jay Garner: When he
retired, a reporter asked him whether he would change anything about his life
if he had it to live again. “Sure, I’d change a lot of things,” Jay answered. “But
I’d marry the same woman, and I’d join the United States Army.”
pp. 422-23
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“To Cathy Franks,” I said, seeking out her eyes in the audience.
“Today is the day I make myself an honest man, having told my wife thirtyfour years ago that I was going to leave the United States Army. . . .
“Cathy, thanks for your love, your support. And as Secretary Rumsfeld
said, thanks for your service to this nation. Man has no greater treasure
than family. You’re the best. And I’m a lucky guy.
“Today is a very stressful time for me,” I said, warming to the moment.
“When I woke up this morning, I had a Boeing business jet, several aides, several
sedans, and now I’m worrying about how in the hell I’m going to get home.”
p. 535

(How Great Thou Art: A Daily Devotional by Steve Halliday & William
Travis) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Steve Halliday &
William Travis, 1999.
God’s providence may be compared to a large and long river with
innumerable branches beginning in different regions and at a great distance
from each other. They continue for a while in their varied and contrary
courses, yet the nearer they approach their common end, the more they
gather together. At last they all discharge themselves at one mouth into the
same ocean. To us the many streams of this river are apt to appear like mere
jumble and confusion, because we cannot see from one branch to another and
cannot see the whole at once. Yet if we trace each of them, we see that they
all unite at last and all empty themselves at one point into the same great
ocean. Not one of all the streams fails to arrive there at last. That I what
God’s providence is like.
JONATHAN EDWARDS
(October 10)

Daniel/Study #16 – Daniel 8_15-27.doc

(Why? Trusting God When You Don’t Understand by Anne Graham Lotz)
Nashville, TN: W Publishing / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Anne
Graham Lotz, 2004.
Be assured that if God waits longer than you could wish,
it is only to make the blessing doubly precious.
p. 90

ANDREW MURRAY
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v. 27 I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days. Then I got up and
went about the king’s business. I was appalled by the vision; it was
beyond understanding.

Peterson paraphrases verse 27:
“I, Daniel, walked around in a daze, unwell for days. Then I got a grip
on myself and went back to work taking care of the king’s affairs. But
I continued to be upset by the vision. I couldn’t make sense of it.
p. 1599
Daniel’s FIRST RESPONSE is to tell us that he had to take SICK LEAVE for
TWO REASONS:
1.

“[HE] WAS EXHAUSTED” and

2.

“[HE] LAY ILL FOR SEVERAL DAYS.”

He then:
“GOT UP AND WENT ABOUT THE KING’S BUSINESS.”
He concludes our passage with TWO FINAL STATEMENTS:
1.

“I WAS APPALLED BY THE VISION” and

2.

“IT WAS BEYOND UNDERSTANDING.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles the final verse and then says:
Daniel’s response (8:27)
Daniel was completely overcome (exhausted and . . . ill) by the
interpretation of this vision. For several days he was unable to carry on his
official business.
p. 1359
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Wiersbe says:
As a result of this experience of receiving the vision and communing
with angels, Daniel became ill. One cause of his physical and emotional
collapse was his inability to understand where this vision of the “king of
fierce countenance,” prefigured by “the little horn,” fit into the prophetic
scheme for Israel. He knew that the “little horn” would appear in the last
days, but what would occur between his day and that day? He would learn
from Jeremiah’s prophecy that his people would be released from bondage
and allowed to return to their land and rebuild their temple, but Daniel knew
nothing about God’s “mystery” concerning the church . . . or the “mystery”
concerning the partial blinding and hardening of Israel . . . And who was the
“king of fierce countenance” and why would he attack the Jewish people?
Daniel felt the burden of the suffering his people would experience and he
knew the awful consequences of truth being cast to the ground . . .
p. 102

Boice says:
When Daniel says that the vision was beyond understanding, we are not to
think that he was unable to understand what it foretold would happen,
particularly since Gabriel explains it clearly in the second half of the chapter.
His confession of failure to understand the vision must refer to his failure to
understand why the devastation, destruction, and persecution of his people,
which the vision foretold, should be necessary. It is the reason he was
appalled. He was appalled in the same way any of us would be if God should
give us a vision of some future period of great suffering.
But all this is past, of course—at least if our interpretation is correct.
We can see how this affected Daniel. What does it have to do with us? This
brings us back to the problems with the second half of Daniel that I raised at
the start of this chapter.
Let me suggest two ways we should be affected.
First, predictive prophecy teaches us that the God of the Bible is the
true God. This is because the only way that prophecies can come true is if
God stands behind them, the true God who alone is able to determine the
outcome of history. . . .
Second, predictive prophecy proves that the Bible is the true and
trustworthy revelation of this true God.
p. 92
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Feinberg says:
Daniel was so amazed at the calamity that was yet to come upon his people
that he was physically overcome. It was no ordinary message he had
received: the daily sacrifices were to be interrupted, and the worship of the
Lord God was to be successfully opposed! This made an enormous impression
on Daniel, and it was some time before he had recovered sufficiently to return
to the service of the king. The faithful performance of his duties weighed
heavily upon him, and we should recognize that being occupied with
prophecies of the future did not hinder him from attending to the matters he
had at hand.
The man of God who spends time in the prophetic Word will be no less
useful to the work of God because of its preoccupation with the things that
are to come. Being occupied with heavenly things serves to motivate us to
earthly action.
We read in this last verse of the chapter that Daniel was “astounded at
the vision,” and notice, “there was none to explain it.” Apparently, Daniel
described something of his vision to others, but they were unable to help him
understand it. The general features of the vision were clear enough; but who
could supply all the details and declare the precise manner in which all these
things would come to pass?
p. 112

Blair says:
Daniel understood enough about the vision so that it had a profound
effect upon him: “I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days.” Realizing the
judgment that would befall his own people by the hands of the ungodly, Daniel
was so disturbed that he became ill. Unselfish as he was, the prophet could not
divorce himself from the calamities of others. He had a heart concern for his
own people. Well might all of us who are in Christ imitate this worthy attitude
of God’s servant. There is such a need today for believers with a loving interest
not only in the unsaved but in the people of God.
p. 173
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J. Vernon McGee says:
The physical and psychological effect of this vision upon Daniel was
devastating. At this point God was beginning to mesh the “times of the
Gentiles” into the history of the nation Israel. That was the thing that
puzzled Daniel at the first, and it still puzzles a great many people. How can
God mesh His program with Israel into His program for the Gentiles in the
world? And today to further complicate it, there is His program with the
church. The answer is quite simple, of course. In our day God is calling out a
people to His name—we label this called-out group “the church.” When that
is concluded, and the church is removed from the earth at the Rapture, then
He will again turn to His purpose with Israel and the gentile nations.
p. 582

Campbell says:
Once again, prophetic insights into matters affecting Daniel’s people in the
future caused such a severe emotional reaction on the part of the prophet
that he was sick for a number of days. Returning to his work in the court of
Belshazzar, he nonetheless could not shake his feelings of astonishment over
the revelation he received, nor could he understand its full significance.
p. 99
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Stortz says:
This prophecy is not beyond our understanding—not because we are smarter
than Daniel, but because we have seen its fulfillment. We not only know
what the ram represented and what the goat represented, but we now know
who the stern-faced man of intrigue was. There really is no question about
the interpretation. But prophecy is not only meaningful for those who see its
fulfillment—it is also meaningful for those who look ahead to its fulfillment.
Those who lived during the transition from the rule of Persia to the
rule of Greece could get excited about the fact that they were getting closer to
this event predicted by Daniel. He had given them many signs, and they
were responsible to know them so they would not be caught off guard. Some
of those signs were given in the form of imagery like the ram and the goat,
but the imagery stood for something real that would take place.
The same is true for us regarding the Second Coming of Christ. He
has told us many things to look for when his return is close. Some things are
predicted using imagery, but that imagery stands for something real that will
take place. When it happens, we will know. But woe to the person who is
ignorant of all the prophecies. They will be caught off guard when some of
the final events take place.
p. 137

Walvoord says:
As a result of the tremendous vision given to Daniel and his
exhaustion because of it, Daniel records that he fainted and was sick for days
thereafter. Upon his recovery, h was able to resume his conduct of the king’s
business. Jeffrey notes that Daniel by his immediate resumption of his work
in the king’s service proves that he had been in Babylon all the time, and that
his presence in Susa was purely visionary.62
p. 199
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Walvoord says finally:
The dramatic character of the vision and its tremendous implications,
although not understandable to Daniel, remained in his mind. But he could
find none that could give him the complete interpretation. It is obvious that
the intent of the vision was to record the prophecy for the benefit of future
generations rather than for Daniel himself. Unlike the previous instances
where Daniel was the interpreter of divine revelation, here Daniel becomes
the recorder of it without understanding all that he wrote or experienced.
p. 199

Goldingay says:
Awareness of where history is going puts you into a complicated position
. . . Of course it gives you confidence where you might otherwise have been
overcome by worry: you know that a supernatural hand has already broken all
power of evil and that the risks you have to live with can be lived with. But
you may also be awed and troubled, by having been put in touch with heavenly
realities, by the knowledge of what the future may bring to you and to other
people. And at the same time you have to get on with the job of living.
p. 222

Fyall says:
Daniel, as in Chapter 7 (and in 4:19), finds this revelation overwhelming and
exhausting. Seeing into the Divine councils involves sharing something of
the Divine sorrow at human wickedness and the compassion for the suffering
of his people. The word appalled or desolated is the same as the word used
for the abominable desolation . . . Daniel has seen something of evil as God
sees it and thus cannot be complacent or indifferent.
Yet very far from neglecting his daily work he went about the king’s
business. Under Belshazzar that was much more lowly and probably more
tedious than the status he had known under Nebuchadnezzar and would
know again under the Persian empire.
One further detail is worth noting. Daniel says the vision was beyond
understanding. This does not mean he did not understand it at all, but that
the full significance was hidden to him. That full understanding belongs to
God himself; he does, however, give us enough understanding to live
effectively for him in this world.
p. 127
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Keil & Delitzsch say:
It so deeply agitated the prophet that he was sick certain days, and not till
after he had recovered from this sickness could he attend to the king’s
business. The contents of the vision remained fixed in his mind; the scene
filled him with amazement, and no one understood it.
p. 319

Phillips & Vines say:
Daniel, exhausted and overcome by the ordeal of all this, was ill for some
days. The strain left its mark on the old prophet. More than that, the new
revelations concerning the future sufferings of his beloved people upset him.
pp. 133-34

Showers says:
Daniel was so emotionally distraught by this vision that he fainted and
was sick in bed for several days. After he regained strength, he returned to
his duties in the service of the king, but he continued to be astonished by the
vision. Even though Gabriel had interpreted the vision for him, Daniel did
not understand it fully. Evidently his mind continued to be perplexed by it
for a long time.
p. 108
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Miller says:
By this time Daniel was quite old, and he suffered a severe emotional
and physical reaction to the vision. The intense nature of the experience
“exhausted”58 him, and he even became “ill,” a condition that lasted “for
several days.”
Afterward the prophet “got up” from his sick bed and “went about the
king’s business.” This statement indicates that Daniel, at least on occasion,
must have engaged in some kind of work on the government’s behalf during
the time of Belshazzar. His assignments evidently were made not by
Belshazzar but by his father, Nabonidus, who had served with Daniel in
Nebuchadnezzar’s administration. The old prophet obviously was not the
leader of the wise men at this time since Belshazzar did not seem to be
familiar with him later . . .
The niphal of . . . means “be done, finished, gone, come to an end” (cf. BDB, 227).

58

pp. 236-37

He says further:
Daniel was “appalled” by what he had seen and did not fully
understand it.59 Porteous thinks that it is “odd” that Daniel did not
understand the interpretation,60 but although Gabriel had interpreted the
vision, Daniel still did not grasp the full significance of all that he had seen
and heard. For example, when would these things happen and who was this
evil king who would oppress his people? Collins comments: “Unfortunately
Daniel was not the last person to remain bewildered by this vision after an
explanation had been given!”61
59The KJV’s translation “but none understood it” is possible grammatically (and
supported by Keil, Daniel, 319). . . . may be rendered either “and the was not one
understanding” or “and there was not understanding,” i.e., for Daniel. Since Daniel is the
person who received the vision, it probably refers to him personally (so Goldingay, Daniel,
195, 200; Wood, Daniel, 230).
60Porteous, Daniel, 130.
61Collins, Daniel, FOTL, 86.

p. 237
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Baldwin says:
There is a price to be paid in physical terms for spiritual revelation.
Mention of the king’s business implies that Daniel had been transported only
in vision to Susa and was about his work in Babylon as usual, but appalled
by the vision. The verb . . . ‘appalled’, is the word for ‘makes desolate’ . . . The
ultimate horror is transgression of God’s law, and it is the man of God who by
revelation becomes sensitive to the suffering such transgression entails.
p. 161

Sir Robert Anderson says:
These visions were full of mystery to Daniel, and filled the old
prophet’s mind with troubled thoughts. A long vista of events seemed thus to
intervene before the realization of the promised blessings to his nation, and
yet these very revelations made those blessings still more sure.


Dan. vii. 28; viii. 27.

pp. 48-49

Ironside says:
The centuries since have borne witness to the truth of much of it; the days to
come will manifest the balance. May our hearts be so impressed by these
things that we too shall be deeply exercised before God about them, and that
we may be found in a very real sense doing the King’s business while we wait
for His personal return from heaven!
p. 154

Wiersbe says:
Daniel was so overwhelmed by the vision that he became ill and could
not do his work! He could never be the same again, knowing what God had
planned for his people in the latter days. How does Bible prophecy affect
you?
p. 565
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David Jeremiah says:
However, when he saw his people under the persecution of these tyrants and
realized that many of them would be killed, it grieved him immensely. He
fainted, he got sick, he became emotional.
If we really appreciate the fact that Daniel was a man who got one
little slice of God’s plan for the future and it wiped him out, how do we
respond? God has given us the entire plan for the world, and many of us sit
in our comfort zones with the Bible blahs. I believe God wants us to get
serious about this Book. When we read about the coming man of sin, the one
who is going to rule this world and destroy those who have been left behind,
it should compel us to look at those around us and tell them about the
accurate prophecies in God’s Word. The prophetic Word of God ought to
motivate us to see our planet as a world that is lost. That lost world is falling
into the lap of Satan, person by person, because Christian people don’t care.
If we really believed what Daniel has to tell us, it would change our lives.
p. 170
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Partially Paralyzed Runner Rewarded for Finishing the Race
Bill Broadhurst was running in the Omaha, Nebraska, Pepsi 10k, a race of
6.2 miles. Broadhurst, who is a Christian, is slowed by a brain aneurism he
suffered as a young man, leaving him partially paralyzed on the left side. He
wanted to finish the 10k despite this obstacle. He was determined to run
because Bill Rogers, his hero, was in the race that day.
Rogers is a great runner and ran the race in 29 minutes and 37 seconds. The
other runners finished in 30 to 50 minutes. The joggers crossed the line in 60
or 70 minutes. It would take Bill Broadhurst much longer. As he ran, some
kids didn’t understand he was competing and said, “Hey mister, you missed a
good race.”
As he ran, his left side got so numb he wanted to quit. He wanted to drop
out. After two hours, the cars were back in the streets, it was getting dark on
Saturday afternoon, and running through intersections became difficult. One
policeman stopped cars to let him across; a nice lady handed him some water.
At two hours and twenty minutes he said the pain was so bad and so
throbbing, “I didn’t want to make it; I didn’t want to go on.”
Then he saw the end. They had already taken the banner down. Broadhurst
ran down the street on the sidewalk, saw the banner had gone, and his heart
sank because everybody had left. He thought, What’s the use? But he
decided to finish. When he got to the end, out of the alleyway stepped Bill
Rogers and a gang of people. They were waiting for him. Rogers opened his
arms, welcomed Broadhurst across the finish line, and hugged him.
After Broadhurst willed his partially paralyzed body the last few steps to the
end of the race, Rogers took the gold medal from around his own neck, and
put it around the neck of the last runner to cross the line.
Rogers said, “Broadhurst, you’re the winner; take the gold.”
Citation: Knute Larson, Akron Ohio, from the workshop “Faithful Endurance,”
Preaching Today Audio #49
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by E. V. Hill)
Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers. Copyright – E. V. Hill, 2003.
Once you know Jesus you begin to know the inner secrets of life. As
Philippians 4:12 says, “I know both how to be abased, and I know how to
abound.” Most of us are prepared to abound. I have a sermon I preach that
says most of us are prepared for God’s blessing, but we can’t rejoice when He
starts saying no.
I know what it is to abound, but I also know what it’s like to be down
and out. I know what it is to lose. You probably do, too. Some of us have lost
what we wanted most, while wanting to abound in everything. That’s why
there are so many casualties among preachers who tell people that whatever
they want all they have to do is believe and claim it to receive it. That’s just
not so. Let me tell you the truth: There are a whole lot of things you reach
for that you’re not gonna get.
There are preachers who say, “You never have to be sick, you can just
claim it.” Let me tell you the truth: I don’t care what you say, you can claim
it all you want, but it’s probably not gonna happen.
p. 18

(Praise in the Presence of God by Jack Hayford) Nashville, TN: J. Countryman /
Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Jack Hayford, 2003.
WAIT FOR GOD’S WAY

God . . . does great things which we
cannot comprehend.
JOB 37:5

The whole mindset of our culture is to stretch beyond what we think
we can do. How many of us, without first seeking God’s will, have jumped
into situations, seized opportunities, and then found ourselves struggling
financially, mentally, or emotionally?
Later, we realized that if we had waited on God we could have
discovered His better way.
May we learn to live in that quiet, “waiting mode in which the Holy
Spirit works and directs our hearts. We choose to wait on God to manage our
tomorrows, rather than maneuvering them ourselves. Tasting tomorrow’s
promise doesn’t require any maneuvering on our part. The promise is
fulfilled for those who learn to wait.
p. 119
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David Jeremiah concludes one of his chapters with this wonderful story:
One of my favorite people is Bill Gaither. He and his wife, Gloria, have given
us much of the modern hymnody that we enjoy. It’s a great heritage.
Bill tells how back in the early sixties, he and Gloria were going through
some terribly difficult days. He had just endured a bout with mononucleosis;
Gloria was suffering with mild depression; they were about to have a child.
Gloria looked around at a world that seemed in utter turmoil and her heart
filled with despair. Here this child was coming into their home and she
thought, What kind of people are we to bring a child into this messed-up world?
One day she was in her study, quiet and waiting before the Lord, and
the Spirit of God began to move upon her heart. He impressed upon her this
central message of hope in Jesus Christ. He began to help her understand that
life always conquers death—as long as that life is in Christ. Soon she began to
grasp that life would conquer death, not just someday, but now. She saw that
if we place our faith in the living Christ, we can conquer feelings of
discouragement and depression prompted by the challenges of everyday life.
She was so overcome by this realization that she tried to express it in the lyrics
of a song, a hymn that has become very precious to us all. It goes like this:
Because He lives I can face tomorrow.
Because He lives all fear is gone.
Because I know He holds the future
and life is worth the living just because He lives.
And now you also know why she wrote the second verse of that song:
How sweet to hold our newborn baby,
and feel the pride and joy he gives.
But greater still the calm assurance
our child can face uncertain days because He lives.
One day after the song was written, Bill’s father visited the Gaithers in
Alexandria. He came into the office building where Gloria was working and
said, “Hey, get Bill and come out here. I’ve got something to show you.”
Just a few weeks before his visit, the parking lot at the building had
been resurfaced. Workers had brought in stone, laid it down, and rolled it out
with heavy machinery. Then they came in with pea gravel, also rolling it out.
Next they covered the stone and gravel with hot, molten asphalt, rolled it, then
finished by putting down and rolling another layer of asphalt.
Bill’s father pointed to the middle of the parking lot and said, “Look at
that!” Sure enough, right up through the rock, right up through the pea
gravel, right up through the first layer of asphalt and right up through the
second, had grown a tender, green shoot. It wasn’t huge or substantial. A
child could have reached down and plucked it out. But the shoot didn’t come
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up because it was strong or sharp or because it had any special ability. It came
up through that stone and gravel and asphalt because it had one quality: life.
Life always reigns over no life!10
pp. 188-89
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: It is God’s desire that we understand prophetic Scripture.
LESSON #2: He is our God and He is in control.
LESSON #3: Prophecy also teaches us that He is sovereign. It is one thing
to prophesy and it is another thing to make it happen. God is able to
do that.
LESSON #4: If we know Him we know all that we need to know.
LESSON #5: Prophecy is given to remind us that God is in control.
LESSON #6: The end of Antiochus happened preceding the first king coming
and the end of the man of sin is preceding the second coming.
LESSON #7: Prophecy is given so we will know that the future is in God’s
hands. He is in control and His purpose and promises will prevail.
LESSON #8: “For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in
advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass,
as you know” (1 Thessalonians 3:4).
LESSON #9: “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to
believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake” (Philippians 1:29).
LESSON #10: “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines
his steps” (Proverbs 16:9).
LESSON #11: “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s
purpose that prevails” (Proverbs 19:21).
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Miller says:
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The message of [Daniel] 8 concerns a distant time and place, but it
illustrates pertinent truths for today. For example, God’s omniscience is set
forth; he knows the future. Believers are also warned that at times they may be
called upon to endure suffering, even martyrdom, for the Lord.
As explained in the discussion of [Daniel] 8:17, Antiochus IV seems to be a
type of the eschatological Antichrist. By examining the life of this ancient king,
believers are instructed concerning the character and career of the future ruler.
Many parallels exist between the two individuals, suggesting that Antiochus
prefigured the Antichrist:
1. Antiochus (8:9) and Antichrist (7:8) are symbolized by horns that were
“little” or “small” at the beginning. Representing both kings as little horns
supports the idea that one king prefigures the other.
2. Antiochus was “a stern-faced king” (8:23), and Antichrst will have an
“imposing” look (7:20). Both of these descriptions imply cruelty and harshness.
3. Antiochus was “a master of intrigue” (8:23), and the brilliance of the
Antichrist is suggested by the “eyes” of the horn (7:8, 20). The ability to offer
seemingly correct solutions to the world’s perplexing problems may be one factor
that will catapult Antichrist to power.
4. Antiochus had great power (8:24); Antichrist will have greater power . . .
Yet 8:24 says that it was not Antiochus’s “own power.” His power was that of
Satan, who controlled him, and this satanic inspiration was the reason he
attempted to destroy God’s people, the Jews. Antichrist also will be energized by
Satan . . . and this is one reason he will attack God’s people as well.
5. Antiochus destroyed thousands (8:24); Antichrist will destroy more . . .
6. Antiochus prospered for a short while (8:24), and Antichrist will
prosper for a brief time . . ..
7. Antiochus persecuted the saints (8:24); Antichrist also will oppress
believers . . .
8. Antiochus was a deceiver (8:25); Antichrist will be the master deceiver . . .
9. Antiochus was proud (8:25). He called himself Epiphanes (“the
illustrious one” or “God manifest”), although the Jews called him Epimanes
(“madman”). Antichrist, however, will be one of the most arrogant individuals
the world has ever known . . .
10. Antiochus blasphemed God (8:25); Antichrist will blaspheme God . . .
11. Antiochus was not killed by human hand (8:25), nor will be the
Antichrist . . .62
62Since

the relationship between the two tyrants is that of type-antitype, it should not be
inferred that the Antichrist will be from the kingdom ruled by Antiochus IV—Syria, Palestine,
Babylon, etc. Other passages in Daniel and elsewhere are plain that Antichrist will originate
from the fourth empire, Rome.

pp. 237-38
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Stortz says:
Daniel 8:25 ends by saying, “He [Antiochus] will be destroyed, but not
by human power.” Toward the end of his reign Antiochus led an expedition
toward the east, toward Babylon. While he was on that trip, he died.
According to the historical record, he was not killed in battle by a sword nor
by an assassin. He died from a nervous disorder that quickly took his life.
He was “destroyed, but not by human power.” God warned his people of this
man’s coming and promised that he would not last too long. God turned the
curse into a blessing, because the people of God were stronger spiritually
after their encounter with Antiochus Epiphanes.
God has a way of doing that for his children. We don’t deserve it, but
he does it. I do not know why it is so hard for us to remember the
faithfulness of God and the love of our Heavenly Father in times of difficulty.
But the next time you have a terrible, horrible, no-good, very bad day,
remember that your God is the Wonderful Savior and the Sovereign King
who wants the best for you, and he will work it out in his time. You can trust
him. The late S. M. Lockridge wrote this encouragement.

p. 141

No barrier can hinder Him
From pouring out His blessing.
He’s enduringly strong;
He’s entirely sincere;
He’s eternally steadfast;
He’s immortally graceful;
He’s imperially powerful;
He’s impartially merciful.
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This is a concluding prayer in the book Prophecy in Light of Today by Dyer:
Pause just for a moment, open your heart to God, and pray in your heart
something like the following prayer.
Dear Father,
I know that I have sinned and done things that have separated
me from You. I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to earth to die
on the cross to pay the penalty for my sin; and that you raised Him from
the dead to prove that His payment was sufficient. Right now, I want to
place my trust in Jesus Christ, as the substitute for my sin. Please
forgive me and give me eternal life. I ask this in Christ’s name. Amen
This is a simple prayer with profound implications. And if you prayed
it, then discuss your decision with someone whom you know to be a
Christian. If you don’t know anyone, then look for a church in your area
where the Bible is believed and taught, and tell your decision to that pastor.
And start reading the Bible, because in its pages you will learn more about
God, and about His Son, Jesus Christ. After all, Jesus Christ might return to
take you home to heaven at any time!
p. 128

Spurgeon is so rich on these things:
Oh! but this is a blessed truth; oh! it is sweet to be able to say, “From
this day forth, whatever happeneth to me, be it little or be it great, I am
content. Though I am altogether unaware what it shall be, I am not sorry
that I am unaware of it; for this one thing I know, there shall happen nothing
but what God permits; I shall be left to no demon’s power; I shall not be cast
away like an orphan; I shall not be beyond my Father’s eye, and my Father’s
hand; all shall come, and last, and end, as shall please Him, and it shall
always please him that everything that comes shall work for my good if I be
one of His people. I may not see it at the time, but it will be so whether I see
it or not; all shall happen, every event, in its proper place, every pain
according to its proper measure; everything that makes me sigh, and cry, and
groan; every loss and every cross; every slander; everything that seems to
hinder me or to thwart my wishes—all shall come, and be ruled and managed
to make the end which God has promised to bring salvation to my soul and
glory to Himself.”
p. 393
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Spurgeon then concludes with these words:
I think no servant of God is tired of serving his Master; we may be
tired in the service, though not tired of it. I have heard a story of the
celebrated Mr. William Dawson, who used to call himself “Billy” Dawson,
much to the point. On one occasion, when he and some other Methodist
friends were spending the evening together, a dear friend of mine happened
to be present, and heard what passed. They were praying that Mr. Dawson’s
life might be spared for many years to come, that such an earnest man might
be kept in the church for the next twenty or thirty years. At last, as they
were just in the middle of prayer, William Dawson said, “Lord, don’t hear
‘em: I want to get my work done, and go home; I don’t want to be here any
longer than there is needs be”; and the brethren stopped their prayers,
thunderstruck as they witnessed his emotion. Now I believe that feeling will
often pass over the earnest working Christian. “Oh,” saith he, “I am not lazy;
I am not idle; but still, I would like to get my work done.”
pp. 394-95

(The Journey Home: Finishing with Joy by Bill Bright, Afterward by Vonette
Zachary Bright) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Bill
Bright, 2003.
Dying is just another opportunity to trust our wonderful Lord. It is
comforting to say with Martin Luther: “Though I know not the way He leads
me, well do I know my Guide.”
p. 18

(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of God by David
Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2002.
God is the great “I AM” (Exodus 3:14), not “I WAS” or “I WILL BE.”
The Christian who lives with Him today, in the present tense, is the one who
will be free from worries about yesterday, today, or tomorrow.
p. 302
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(Going For The Max! by Max Cleland) Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman &
Holman Publishers; Copyright – Max Cleland, 1999
Dr. Lloyd Ogilvie has a contemporary version of the Twenty-third
Psalm that I like:
The Lord is my strength, I shall not panic;
He helps me relax and rest in quiet trust.
He reminds me that I belong to Him
And restores my serenity;
He leads me in my decisions and
Gives me calmness of mind.
His presence is peace
Even though I walk through the valley
Of fear of failure,
I will not worry, for he will be with me.
His truth, grace, and loving kindness
Will stabilize me.
He prepares release and renewal in
The midst of my stress.
He anoints my mind with wisdom;
My cup overflows with fresh energy
Surely goodness and mercy will be
Communicated through me,
For I shall walk in the strength of my Lord,
And dwell in His presence forever.
Amen
We can go for the max if we let God work out things in our lives.
pp. 103-104

(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of God by David
Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2002.
Throughout the Bible we find a simple formula: When the Word goes
in, praise goes up, and faith goes out, God goes forth to strengthen His
people.
p. 219
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(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom) Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell.
Copyright – Corrie ten Boom, 1977, 2003.
Lord, what joy it is to belong to you, to live in the realm of life abundant now,
and to know that the best is yet to be. Hallelujah!
p. 69
Lord, keep me close to your heart so that your joy becomes my strength.
p. 87

General
Date
•

Bibliotheca Sacra 136:542:129 (G. Archer, Tyndall Bulletin 32,
1981), pp.43-79, D. W. Gooding

God Is Able
I know my God is able to deliver;
Able to save from direst human ill;
Able, as when He saved the Hebrew children—
Almighty still.
But if, perchance, His plans are not my plans;
If hid in darkness should my pathway be;
If when I plead He does not seem to answer,
Nor care for me—
Then, though men scoff and bitterly deride me—
Listen! I fling my challenge to the sky!
God may deliver, but if not, I’ll trust Him,
And trusting, die!
M. Mannington Dexter
(From www.Bible.org – Sermon Illustrations – http://www.bible.org/
illus.asp?topic_id=1048)
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