PART III
SESSION #17: Daniel 9:1-19
TEXT:
v. 1 In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made
ruler over the Babylonian kingdom—
v. 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures,
according to the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the
desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years.
v. 3 So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in
fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.
v. 4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: “O Lord, the great and awesome
God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who love him and obey his
commands,
v. 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled;
we have turned away from your commands and laws.
v. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name
to our kings, our princes and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.
v. 7 Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the men
of Judah and people of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the
countries where you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you.
v. 8 O Lord, we and our kings, our princes and our fathers are covered with
shame because we have sinned against you.
v. 9 The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled
against him;
v. 10 we have not obeyed the Lord our God or kept the laws he gave us through
his servants the prophets.

Daniel/Study#17 – Daniel 9_1-19.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

A Practical Study of DANIEL

v. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you.
Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the
servant of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against you.
v. 12 You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against our rulers by
bringing upon us great disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been
done like what has been done to Jerusalem.
v. 13 Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon
us, yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by turning from our
sins and giving attention to your truth.
v. 14 The Lord did not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us, for the Lord our
God is righteous in everything he does; yet we have not obeyed him.
v. 15 Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty
hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have
sinned, we have done wrong.
v. 16 O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and
your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities
of our fathers have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all
those around us.
v. 17 Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your
sake, O Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary.
v. 18 Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city
that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are
righteous, but because of your great mercy.
v. 19 O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my
God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.”
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INTRODUCTION:

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Walking through San Francisco’s Chinatown, a tourist from the Midwest was
fascinated with all the Chinese restaurants, shops, signs and banners. He
turned a corner and saw a building with the sign “Moishe Plotnik’s Chinese
Laundry.”
“Moishe Plotnik?” he wondered. “How does that fit in Chinatown?”
So he walked into the shop and saw a fairly standard looking Chinese laundry.
He could see that the proprietors were clearly aware of the uniqueness of the
name as there were baseball hats, T-shirts and coffee mugs emblazoned with the
logo “Moishe Plotnik’s Chinese Laundry.” There was also a fair selection of
Chinatown souvenirs, indicating that the name alone had brought many tourists
into the shop.
The tourist selected a coffee cup as a conversation piece to take back to his office.
Behind the counter was a smiling old Chinese gentleman who thanked him for
his purchase. The tourist asked, “Can you tell me how this place got a name like
‘Moishe Plotnik’s Chinese Laundry?’”
The old man answered, “Ahh . . . Everybody asks me that. It’s the name of the
owner.”
Looking around, the tourist asked, “Is he here now?”
“He is right here,” replied the old man. “He is me.”
“Really? You’re Chinese. How did you ever get a name like Moishe Plotnik?”
“Is simple,” said the old man. “Many, many years ago when I came to the
country, I was standing in line at the documentation center. The man in front of
me was a Jewish gentleman from Poland. The lady at the counter looked at him
and said, “What is your name?” He said, “Moishe Plotnik.”
Then she looked at me and said, “What is your name?” I said, “Sam Ting.”
(Received via e-mail from Floyd Edwards, December 8, 2004)
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Man Rides Airport Baggage Conveyor Belt
Ted, a man from my church, had just returned from a business trip and went to
get his luggage at the baggage area of Chicago’s O’Hare Airport. Almost
everyone had gotten their luggage, but there was one man older than Ted slowly
making his way toward his bags, which were just behind Ted’s on the conveyor
belt. Ted figured he could beat out the older man and grab his bags before they
cycled through the canvas flaps into the back room.
Ted’s health condition makes him a little shaky on his feet. As he reached for
his bag, he became dizzy, lost his balance, and fell onto the stainless steel snake
carrying his bag. So there he was, flat on his back, hanging tightly to the handle
of his suitcase over his head, and riding the conveyor through the flaps into the
darkness beyond. Several thoughts were going through his mind: I’ve been

wanting to do this for years. I could get arrested. Now is probably not the best
time to get off.

So he rode the belt, still gripping his suitcase, till he and his bag passed through
the flaps again into the light. At this point he looked up into the face of an
official-looking woman who said, “You’re not supposed to do that!” To which he
replied, “Have you ever tried this?!” And she bellowed, “No!” And he said,
“Don’t!” Then he swung his feet to the floor, tightened his grip on the suitcase
handle, stood on the edge of the conveyor belt, and walked off.
Life is like that sometimes, isn’t it? Somehow, without ever intending to, you
fall on this moving belt gripping your bag, and now you can’t get off. Even
though you’re not going where you want or where you should, you just can’t get
off.
Citation: Lee Eclov, Vernon Hills, Illinois
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

Daniel/Study#17 – Daniel 9_1-19.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

4

(When I Am An Old Coot by Roy English) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs-Smith.
Copyright – Roy English, 1995.
WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . .

p. 130

I will refuse to grow old
gracefully and will leave this
world like I came in—
kicking, squalling, and
raising a stink.

WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . .

p. 131

I will ask my young nurse
if she would like to
jump-start my pacemaker.

WHEN I AM AN OLD COOT . . .

p. 132

I will recruit my friends in
rockers and wheelchairs
and form a rock ‘n’ roll band.
We will call our group
“The Rolling Kidney Stones.”
Our fans will be called
“Cooties.”
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(Cowboy Standard Time by Baxter Black) Denver, CO: Coyote Cowboy Company
/ Record Stockman Press. Copyright – Baxter Black, 1990.
DADDY’S RANCH
I’m sittin’ here at my daddy’s old desk
Just starin’ out at the yard.
The barn looks the same as it always has,
I guess that’s why it’s so hard.
I can’t put my finger on when it changed?
When you come back every year
You don’t seem to notice that edges get round
And yer footprints disappear.
Machinery that once roamed this furrowed ground’s
Evolved into dinosaurs.
The harness hangs empty, weary with age,
Cobwebs have covered the doors.
The fences are melting into the earth,
The trees are sixty feet tall
And here I sit in the afternoon sun
Tryin’ my best not to bawl
‘Cause here in my hand’s an overdue note
With a letter in reply
You wrote him, Daddy, misspellings and all,
Beggin’ more time to comply.
And another, a whole box full of bills.
You’re mortgaged up to the hilt!
A slave’s what you were! Indentured and tied
To everything that you built
And you never said a word. All those times
Whenever we talked on the phone
Just, “How’s the kids? Yep, yer mama’s okay,”
You had to do it alone.
Too proud? Too stubborn? Too afraid? I think
In the end it broke your heart.
If only you’d told me, I could have helped,
We’d gladly have done our part
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To save the ranch. But as late as last week
We talked, You said things were fine.
The lawyer went over your books today . . .
‘Sell out’ was the bottom line.
I know why you did it. Too well I know.
To protect Mother and me.
I love the ranch, but this ranch is nothin’
Compared to you, don’t you see.

p. 38

You were my rock. You always have been.
In my mind you hung the moon
And now when I need you the most, you’re gone,
Oh, Daddy, you died too soon.

(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary by
Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright –
Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.
Slow person:
1. have to set out some stakes to see if he is moving
2. if they decide to hang me, I hope they send him to fetch the rope
3. if he was in a race, you’d have to time him with a calendar
4. moves slower than a milkman or a postman in a nudist colony
5. fell out of the bed last night and didn’t hit the floor till morning
6. movin’ like a short legged turtle in a molasses spill
7. slower than a flea abandoning a dead dog (the poor ol’ flea just don’t want to
admit he’s lost his meal ticket)
8. couldn’t outrun a newborn calf
9. moves like he’s got an anvil in his overalls
10. can gain weight walking
11. only got three speeds, slow, slower, and petrified
12. couldn’t keep up if he was shot out of a canon
13. dragging his tracks
14. moving like his shadow is glued in place
15. couldn’t get out of the way of a funeral possession
16. only got three speeds, start, stumble, and fall
17. couldn’t run out of sight in a whole day
18. moves half as fast as a glacier
19. walks like he’s dragging an anchor
pp. 253-54
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(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary by
Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright –
Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.
Slow-witted:
1. don’t know the difference between a shotgun and a grease gun
2. would try suicide with an electric razor
3. could screw up an anvil (or a ball bearing)
4. takes him an hour and a half to watch 60 Minutes
5. if a duck had his brain it would fly west for the winter
6. don’t know manure from mothballs, which is why his closet smells funny and
his tomatoes died
p. 254
Small but active: he may be little but he’s wound tight
p. 254
Throughout our study of the Book of Daniel we have been deeply impressed by
the way DANIEL DISCIPLINES HIMSELF TO PRAY DAILY.
We learned in Daniel 6, when prayer was made illegal, that HE PRAYED
THREE TIMES A DAY.
When he could not understand the dream or the interpretation thereof from
Nebuchadnezzar, he and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego prayed and God
sovereignly gave them the answer.
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Here once again we find Daniel praying. This time the beauty of our study is going
to be that we are going to actually read the CONTENT OF HIS PRAYER.
This experience we are getting ready to study in Daniel 9 happened either JUST
AFTER OR JUST BEFORE the time he was put in the LION’S DEN for
continuing to pray. It could well be that this would have been the content of
some of those prayers which he was praying at that time.
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(A Table In The Presence by Lt. Carey H. Cash) Nashville, TN: W Publishing
Group, Thomas Nelson, Inc.; Copyright – Carey Cash, 2004.

From an unknown child:
Dear U.S. Soldier,
There are millions of people in the world thinking about you and
lifting you up in their prayers. Even more importantly, God is holding you
in His hands.

From a little boy:

p. 170

Dear Marine,
My name is Isaiah. I am four. We are proud of you.
I play G.I. Joe at home. The good guy always wins.

Wiersbe divides our section into two parts:

Insight (1-2). Even though he received visions from God and could

interpret dreams, Daniel still read the Scriptures and sought to understand
them. While pondering Jeremiah 25, he understood that the seventy years of
Jewish captivity would soon end. Not all world events have prophetic
significance, but God’s people should keep their eyes open.
Intercession (3-19). The Word of God and prayer go together (Acts 6:4), as
do prayer and fasting (Acts 13:3). Compare this prayer with the prayers in
Nehemiah 9 and Ezra 9. Daniel emphasized the sinfulness of himself and his
people and the righteousness of God, and he asked for God’s forgiveness. Note
that he especially prayed for Jerusalem. Had he read Jeremiah 29:10-14 and
30:10-24?
p. 565

Feinberg says in his book Israel:
In Daniel 9 we read that after the prophet had studied God’s Word
concerning the end of the desolations of Jerusalem and after he had earnestly
poured out his heart before God in true confession of his sins and those of his
people, that God sent Gabriel to give him understanding in the matter . . .
p. 126
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Gaebelein says:
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What led Daniel to Pray. It was a critical time for Daniel’s people, when
Darius the Mede began his reign. Babylon which had been the instrument of the
captivity had fallen and the 70 years, which God had announced should be the
duration of the punishment, had almost expired. We see Daniel occupied with the
reading of the Word of God. Besides the Pentateuch and other historical books, he
possessed most of the Psalms and the former Prophets, the books of Isaiah, Micah,
Joel, Obadiah, Amos, Jeremiah, and others. In these oracles of God he read of a
better day, which was to come for his beloved people and that God had promised
them great mercies and a glorious future. Being a prophet himself he understood
the promises of blessing. We see him especially occupied with the prophet
Jeremiah. “I Daniel, understood by books* the number of the years, where of the
Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish
seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.” What presumption it is when the
puny critics of the present day deny that the Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah
and the other prophets, when so great a man as Daniel knew that the Word of the
Lord did come to them as well as to himself.
p. 121

*Hebrew “Hassephorim, “The Books.”

J. Vernon McGee says:
This is another one of those remarkable chapters in Scripture. Dr. Philip Newell
evaluates it, “The greatest chapter in the book and one of the greatest chapters
of the entire Bible.” The double theme is prayer and prophecy. If one were to
choose the ten greatest chapters of the Bible on the subject of prayer, this
chapter would be included on any list. If the ten most important chapters on
prophecy were chosen, this chapter would again be included on any list. The
first 21 verses give us the prayer of Daniel, and the final 6 verses give us the
very important prophecy of the Seventy Weeks.
p. 582
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McGee says further:
This prayer of Daniel is actually a culmination of a life of prayer. Daniel asked
for a prayer meeting to learn the dream of Nebuchadnezzar at the beginning of
the book, and he has been a man of prayer all the way through. The prayer in
this chapter gives the pattern of his prayer life and acquaints us with the
conditions of prayer.
p. 582

Patrick & Lowth say:
Daniel having thoroughly considered the prophecies of Jeremy relating to the
seventy years’ captivity, and being satisfied that that term of years was near
expiring, humbles himself in prayer for the sins of his people, and earnestly begs
of God the restoration of Jerusalem.
p. 666

Keil & Delitzsch say:
In the first year of Darius the Median, Daniel, by a diligent study of the
prophecies of Jeremiah as to the number of years during which Jerusalem must
lie desolate . . . was led to pour forth a penitential prayer, in which he
acknowledges the justice of the divine chastisement which hung over Israel on
account of their sins, and entreats the mercy of God in behalf of his people (vers.
3-19).
p. 320

Fyall calls this chapter and then says:
The prayer of faith
‘More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of,’ wrote Tennyson.1
Yet the relationship of prayer to the purposes of God and how far it is a factor in
the achieving of those purposes remains an area of mystery.
p. 131

1 ‘Morte

D’Arthur’ by A. Tennyson.
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Showers says:
Chapter nine contains one of the most significant prophecies in all the Old
Testament Scriptures. It foretold the precise time when Messiah would be
present in the world. As a result, that prophecy is one of the strongest biblical
evidences to the effect that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah whom God
promised to Israel throughout its Old Testament history.
p. 111

Wiersbe says:
When speaking at a press conference in Cairo on February 1, 1943 Sir
Winston Churchill said, “I always avoid prophesying beforehand, because it is a
much better policy to prophesy after the event has already taken place.”
p. 105

Miller says:
The following verses record Daniel’s intercession for his people, one of the
truly great prayers in the Bible. It is an excellent pattern for believers today as
they come before God’s throne of grace.
p. 240

Campbell says:
Daniel 9 has been called by one writer, “the backbone of prophecy,” and by
another, “the high point of the Book of Daniel.” As chapters 2 and 7 outline the
prophetic program of the Gentile nations, so chapter 9 reveals God’s prophetic
program for the Jews. In fact, this chapter answers the very timely question,
“Will Israel survive?”
p. 103

He says further:
This chapter then is a remarkable picture of a prophet at prayer.
p. 104
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Gangel quotes C. Neil Strait:

“Prayer lifts the heart above the battles of life
and gives it a glimpse of God’s resources,
which spell victory and hope.”
C. Neil Strait

p. 242

He says further:

p. 244

When the agonies of life and the turmoil of the world depress your
spirit, it’s time to pray.

Then he says finally:

When God’s people are mystified by the wonders of his word or his work in
the world, the best recourse is always prayer—and sometimes the answer will
astound you.
p. 246

Feinberg says:
Chapter 9 may be simply divided into three distinct parts: first,
Daniel’s study of the prophecy of Jeremiah (9:1-2); second, Daniel’s prayer for
the fulfillment of the prophecy (9:3-19); and third, God’s answer to his prayer
(9:20-27).
p. 117
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Walvoord says:
In Daniel 9 three important segments are presented: first, the
approaching fulfillment of Israel’s return to the land (vv. 1-2); second, the
remarkable prayer of Daniel in view of the approaching fulfillment of prophecy
(vv. 3-19); and third, the important prophecy concerning the seventy sevens of
Israel’s future, culminating in the Second Coming.
p. 243

He then says:
The great prophecies given to Nebuchadnezzar as well as to Daniel and
the fulfillment of the downfall of Babylon must have given Daniel a great sense
of the sovereignty of God and the certainty of prophecy being literally fulfilled.
It was with this background that Daniel reported his discovery of the prophecy of
Jeremiah concerning the seventy years of Israel’s Captivity.
p. 243

Goldingay titles this chapter:

p. 223

Daniel Prays for the End of His
People’s Exile and His Prayer Is Heard
(9:1-27)
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Walvoord says in his commentary on Daniel:
THE THIRD VISION of Daniel the prophet, following the two preceding
visions of chapters 7 and 8, concerns the program of God for Israel culminating
in the coming of their Messiah to the earth to reign. Although other major
prophets received detailed information concerning the nations and God’s
program for salvation, Daniel alone was given the comprehensive program for
both the Gentiles, as revealed to Daniel in preceding chapters, and for Israel, as
recorded in Daniel 9:24-27. Because of the comprehensive and structural nature
of Daniel’s prophecies, both for the Gentiles and for Israel, the study of Daniel,
and especially this chapter, is the key to understanding the prophetic Scriptures.
Of the four major programs revealed in the Bible—for the angels, the Gentiles,
Israel, and the church, Daniel had the privilege of being the channel of
revelation for the second and third of these programs in the Old Testament.
This chapter begins with Jeremiah’s prophecy of seventy years of the
desolations of Jerusalem and is advanced by the intercessory prayer of Daniel.
The chapter concludes with the third vision of Daniel, given through the agency
of the angel Gabriel, which provides one of the most important keys to
understanding the Scriptures as a whole. In many respects, this is the high
point of the book of Daniel. Although previously Gentile history and prophecy
recorded in Daniel was related to the people of Israel, the ninth chapter
specifically takes up prophecy as it applies to the chosen people.
p. 201
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Boice says:
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At the end of Daniel 8, after Daniel had been given the vision of the ram and
goat, we are told that the prophet was troubled by the vision to the point of
becoming sick. As we begin Daniel 9, we find what Daniel did to recover from
his agitation.
What would you do? In a situation like this I might find myself saying,
“Look, James. This business of having visions and then trying to interpret them
is pretty tough. It has gotten to the point of actually making you sick, and this
means that you have obviously been working too hard. You need a trip, a
vacation. You need to get your head together, and then, after you have settled
down a bit, you can go at this prophecy business again.” Or someone might say,
“I think you’re losing perspective. What you need is to talk it over with the other
court astrologers.”
Daniel did not do anything like this. Instead, he did these two things:
(1) He studied the Bible, and (2) he prayed. The text says, “In the first year of
Darius son of Xerxes . . . I, Daniel understood from the Scriptures, according to the
word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem
would last seventy years. So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in
prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes” . . . Daniel did not have
our Bible. But he had some of it, and he studied what he had. Then, after he knew
what the promises of God given in Scripture were, he prayed about them, asking
God to do what he had promised.
p. 96

Blair says:
In chapter 9 we see him as God’s compassionate servant interceding for his
people whom he loved so well. As he recalls the events of the past and the
waywardness of Israel, he lays his heart bare before God in humble repentance,
beseeching the Lord to show mercy to the Jews.
p. 175
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Haskell says:
A crisis was near for God’s people, and Daniel sought by prayer and fasting to
understand the matter.
This is one of the instances in the Scriptures when a prayer is recorded.
This one is given as an example of the fervent, effectual prayer of a righteous
man which availeth much.
p. 119

Longman says:
Daniel’s prayer seems to have taken place in anticipation of this decree.
His witness to the fall of Babylon may have caused him to turn to the Scriptures
with new eyes.
Rarely do we see such an explicit reference from one biblical book to
another as we see here with Daniel’s appeal to Jeremiah. Some scholars are
unwilling to speak of a closed prophetic canon or an authoritative Scripture at
this point,5 but it is certainly hard to avoid the implication of the latter. What
Jeremiah has written, after all, is referred to as the “word of the Lord.” Here we
see the equation between the prophet’s words and the word of the one who
commissioned him. Reading Jeremiah’s words sets off Daniel’s passionate
appeal in verses 4-19.
5

p. 221

For instance, Collins, Daniel, 348.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this chapter:
The vision of the 70 “sevens”
p. 1359
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David Jeremiah says:
The ninth chapter of Daniel is one of the most important chapters in the
Bible. Spiritually, it has one of the greatest Old Testament prayers;
prophetically, it contains the most comprehensive outline of the end times.
The prayer is an example of what praying ought to be. It is a masterpiece
for us to admire, a dramatic example of principles to follow.
pp. 171-72

Dyer sets the stage for us by saying:
Daniel now explained the handwriting on the wall. “God has numbered
the days of your reign and brought it to an end,” Daniel told Belshazzar. “You
have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. Your kingdom is divided
and given to the Medes and Persians” (Daniel 5:26-28).
The news was grim, but Belshazzar kept his word. Daniel was hailed,
dressed in purple, adorned with a gold chain, and declared third highest ruler in
the kingdom. The kingdom, however, fell before morning.
The Persians slipped along the riverbank and entered a side gate that led
into the southern palace. In the very brief battle that followed, Belshazzar and a
few of the nobles were killed. Babylon fell to the Medo-Persians.
Babylon, the head of gold, no longer ruled the nations.
pp. 119-120

Daniel/Study#17 – Daniel 9_1-19.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

18

v. 1 In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made
ruler over the Babylonian kingdom—

Peterson paraphrases verse 1:
“Darius, son of Ahasuerus, born a Mede, became king over the land of
Babylon.
p. 1599
As the scene of our study opens, DANIEL IS 87 YEARS OLD.
He has just witnessed the DOWNFALL OF BABYLON as he had predicted
interpreting the handwriting on the wall.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these first two verses:
THE OCCASION OF THE VISION (9:1-2)
p. 1359

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
This was 539 B.C., 66 years after Daniel had been exiled.
The overthrow of the Babylonian Kingdom by the Medo-Persians was
indeed a momentous event. It had been revealed to Belshazzar through Daniel’s
interpretation of the writing on the wall . . . The Babylonian overthrow prepared
the way for liberation of the Jews who had been in exile since Nebuchadnezzar’s
first invasion of Jerusalem in 605 B.C. Besides predicting the overthrow of the
people Jeremiah had also predicted that Israel’s sojourn in Babylon was to last
70 years . . .
p. 1359
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Bible.org outlines the chapter in this way:
Introduction (verses 1-3)
Daniel’s prayer (verses 4-19)
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

They break down those verses with:
Daniels’ prayer of confession Verses 4-15
Daniel’s prayer of petition Verses 16-19
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

They say further:
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12 years after . . . his second vision in chapter 8 . . . a time very near [to chapter 6],
as Daniel was rising to power . . .
Could it . . . be that Daniel’s prayers toward Jerusalem three times a day in
chapter 6, which he would not cease to pray, were like his prayer in chapter 9?
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

Daniel/Study#17 – Daniel 9_1-19.doc

Bible.org say further:
But here in chapter 9 . . . the period of divine judgment had ended. Babylon had
been judged, and the time for the return of the Jews was drawing near. Now
Daniel could pray for his people. He commits himself to pray faithfully, devoting
himself to the task.
Is this not amazing? At the very time Daniel devotes himself to this high
spiritual calling of prayer, supplication, and fasting on behalf of his people, he
also makes significant advancement in his secular ministry of civil service.
[Daniel 6:1-3]
Imagine! Daniel did not set aside his devotion to his job, even though he devoted
himself to prayer for his people. Intense prayer for the return and restoration of
his people did not require a lack of faithfulness to his job and to the king. With
the hope of Israel’s return to their land so bright, we might have expected Daniel
to resign his job or at least lag in diligence. He did neither, but remained
faithful to his employer and faithful to his God. By remaining faithful to his
employer, Daniel remained faithful to His God.
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

Walvoord says:
In other words, the events of Belshazzar’s feast in chapter 5 occurred between
the visions of chapters 8 and 9. It is not clear where chapter 6 fits into this order
of events, but it also may well have occurred in the first year of the reign of
Darius, either immediately before or immediately after the events of chapter 9.
If Daniel’s experience at Belshazzar’s feast as well as his deliverance from the
lions had already been experienced, these significant evidences of the
sovereignty and power of God may well have constituted a divine preparation for
the tremendous revelation now about to unfold.
p. 202
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Fyall says:
This chapter is set in the first year of the Persian empire and is thus parallel to
the events of the lions’ den in Chapter 6. The year is 539 BC2, also referred to in
Ezra 1:1 as a fulfilment of ‘the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah’. What is
fascinating is that the earlier visions and revelations are now underwritten and
verified by an appeal to Scripture itself.
Baldwin points out (pp. 163-164) that both ‘Darius’ and ‘Xeres’ may be Persian throne titles
(cp. Pharaoh).

2

p. 131

Leupold says:
It is plain that Daniel wanted to mark the year as being a significant one.
In truth, a significant thing had happened: Babylon had fallen before the
victorious advance of Cyrus. It was the year 538 B.C. This was the overthrow
that Isaiah had prophesied (Isa. 13). Daniel, who was thoroughly familiar with
the sacred Scriptures, was moved to investigate further.
p. 377

Sir Robert Anderson says:
Ere long he witnessed the crash of the Babylonian power, and saw a stranger
enthroned within the broad-walled city. But the change brought no hope to
Judah. Daniel was restored, indeed, to the place of power and dignity which he
had held so long under Nebuchadnezzar,* but he was none the less an exile; his
people were in captivity, their city lay in ruins, and their land was a wilderness.
And the mystery was only deepened when he turned to Jeremiah’s prophecy,
which fixed at seventy years the destined era of “the desolations of Jerusalem.”
So “by prayer and supplications, with fastings, and sackcloth and ashes,” he cast
himself on God; as a prince among his people, confessing their national apostasy,
and pleading for their restoration and forgiveness. And who can read that
prayer unmoved?

p. 49

* Dan. ii. 48; vi. 2.
 Dan. ix. 2.
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1. first year of Darius—Cyaxares II, in whose name Cyrus, his nephew, son-inlaw, and successor, took Babylon, 538 B.C. The date of this chapter is therefore
537 B.C., a year before Cyrus permitted the Jews to return from exile, and sixtynine years after Daniel had been carried captive at the beginning of the
captivity, 606 B.C.
p. 753
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown, commenting on “THE FIRST YEAR OF DARIUS,” say:

v. 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures,
according to the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the
desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years.

Peterson paraphrases verse 2:
In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, was meditating on the Scriptures
that gave, according to the Word of GOD to the prophet Jeremiah, the
number of years that Jerusalem had to lie in ruins, namely, seventy.
p. 1599
Daniel went into exile with the first group that Nebuchadnezzar sent back to
Babylonian in 605 B.C. WE ARE NOW AT 537 B.C. in the account in this
chapter. That would give us 68 years and counting, with regard to the 70 year
captivity.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Evidently moved by Darius’ victory Daniel searched the Scriptures to
understand the events of which he was a vital part. He understood Darius’
victory meant that the termination of the 70-year Captivity was near. Thus
these significant events became even more momentous for Daniel.
p. 1359
What is so thrilling about verse 2 is that Jeremiah the prophet predicted that
this “DESOLATION OF JERUSALEM WOULD LAST SEVENTY YEARS” and
it did.
The other thing that thrills me is to see Daniel in the Word of God, searching the
Scriptures to find out God’s timetable and plan as the Sovereign of the universe.
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The two passages he probably was meditating upon on this occasion are:
Jeremiah 25:8-11
Therefore the Lord Almighty says this: “Because you have not listened to
my words, I will summon all the peoples of the north and my servant
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,” declares the Lord, “and I will bring
them against this land and its inhabitants and against all the
surrounding nations. I will completely destroy them and make them an
object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin. I will banish from
them the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom,
the sound of millstones and the light of the lamp. This whole country will
become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of
Babylon seventy years.
Jeremiah 29:10-14
This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for
Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you
back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will
listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all
your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you
back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places
where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to
the place from which I carried you into exile.”

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
God’s promises are the ground on which we should, like Daniel, rest sure hope;
not so as to make our prayers needless, but rather to encourage them.
p. 753
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Fyall says:
The particular Scripture is Jeremiah 25:8-14 which speaks of the nation serving
the king of Babylon for seventy years. Seventy years is described in 2 Chronicles
36:21 as a time for the land to enjoy a Sabbath rest which is an indication that
the term has theological as well as numerical significance.3 It reminds us of the
overall control of God who ‘changes times and seasons’ (2:21).
p. 132

Walvoord says:
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On the basis of these remarkable prophecies, Daniel was encouraged to pray
for the restoration of Jerusalem and the regathering of the people of Israel. Daniel,
although too old and probably too infirm to return to Jerusalem himself, lived long
enough to see the first expedition of pilgrims return. This occurred in “the first year
of Cyrus king of Persia” (Ezra 1:1), and Daniel lived at least until “the third year of
Cyrus king of Persia” (Dan 10:1) and probably some years longer.
p. 203

David Jeremiah says:
During the reign of Darius the Mede in Babylon, Daniel was premier of
the country. He was in his eighties, a man whose long life and position of
influence should have allowed him to live a worry-free life. He could have
collected his Social Security, wrapped himself in a Persian shawl, and spent his
last days in a rocking chair. Instead, he was poring over the books, those scrolls
that the exiles had been careful to bring with them from Israel. As he studied
the Book of Jeremiah, he knew that the exile was almost at an end. Prophecy
drove him to his knees, seeking through prayer a closer relation with his God.
With the books open before him, he could know the same intimacy with
God that he experienced many decades before in the temple.
p. 171
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Blair says:
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He was a keen student of the Word, and as we find him in the opening portion of
this chapter, he was making a careful examination of prophecies concerning
Israel’s captivity: “In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the
number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet,
that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.” The
word “books” as used here might rather be translated “letters.” “Book” when
appearing in the plural frequently means letters in the Old Testament. Thus
Daniel was giving special attention to Jeremiah’s letters. Various portions of the
Scriptures were available for Daniel’s use, such as the Pentateuch, some of the
historical books, and including many of the Psalms, Isaiah, Micah, Joel, Obadiah,
Amos, Jeremiah, and others. But as we find him here, he is particularly
interested in the prophecies of Jeremiah relative to the seventy years of captivity.
p. 176

He says further:
Having come through a time of severe stress as the future sufferings of
Israel were revealed to him, Daniel found consolation in God’s holy Word. Where
could one get greater consolation? We are told in Romans 15:4, “Whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through
patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.” How marvelous is the
comfort received from the Scriptures in times of anxiety and adversity.
David, the man after God’s own heart, suffered severe trials and
afflictions at the hands of his persecutors, but he knew where to turn in the hour
of his extremity. In Psalm 119:71 he wrote, “It is good for me that I have been
afflicted; that I might learn Thy statutes.” His afflictions were used of God to
drive him to the Word, through which his own heart was strengthened and
encouraged.
p. 177
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Campbell says:
Daniel’s third vision came in 538 B.C., the first year of the Persian king Darius’
rule and about the time of Daniel’s experience in the lions’ den. Busy as he was
in his position with the new government, the prophet found time to pray three
times a day (Dan. 6:10) and to study the Scriptures (9:2). In the providence of
God, his attention at this time was focused on the scroll of Jeremiah and the
prediction that the captivity of the Jews would have a duration of 70 years. If
the beginning of the captivity is dated from the time of Daniel’s deportation in
605 B.C. (there were other deportations in 597 and 586 B.C.), then 67 of the 70
years had elapsed, and Daniel realized he was living on the very threshold of the
fulfillment of prophecy.
It is important to note that Daniel believed in the literal interpretation of
prophecy. To him, the 70 years meant 70 actual years and were not to be
symbolized or spiritualized in any way. Daniel obviously expected the exile to
end soon and within the number of years the prophet Jeremiah had predicted . . .
p. 104

Miller says:
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This passage illustrates that Daniel believed in the reality of predictive
prophecy. Jeremiah had foretold the end of the exilic period seventy years in
advance, and Daniel fully expected this prophecy to be fulfilled. Neither did
Daniel “symbolize” these seventy years but took the prophecy literally. This is
the safest procedure for believers today as they study prophecies of future events.
p. 242

Wiersbe titles these first two verses and then says:
1. Insight: Learning God’s plan (Dan. 9:1-2)
The first year of Darius was 539 B.C., the year that Babylon fell to the Medes
and the Persians.1 This great victory was no surprise to Daniel, because God
had already told him that the Medo-Persian Empire would conquer Babylon.
In Nebuchadnezzar’s great “dream image,” the head of gold would be replaced by
the chest and arms of silver (chap. 2); and later visions revealed that the bear
would conquer the lion (chap. 7). But long before Daniel’s day, both Isaiah and
Jeremiah had predicted the fall of Babylon, so it’s no surprise that Daniel
started studying afresh the scroll of the Prophet Jeremiah.
pp. 105-106
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Wiersbe says further:
One of the beautiful things about the inspired Word of God is its constant
freshness; no matter how often we read it, there is always something new to
learn or something familiar to see in a new light. Had Jeremiah’s scrolls of the
Old Testament been organized like our modern Bibles, he would have read
Jeremiah 24 and been reassured that the Lord would care for His people no
matter what ruler was on the throne. From 25:1-14, he would learn the reason
for the exile as well as the length of the exile—seventy years—and this would be
corroborated in 29:10-14. The exile of the Jews in Babylon was no accident; it
was a divine appointment, and they would not be released until the very time
that God had ordained.
p. 106

He then says finally:
If we decide that the Captivity officially began in 606-05 with the attack
on Jerusalem and the deporting of the first captives, then seventy years later
would take us to 537-36, when the first exiles returned to their land and the
foundations of the temple were laid. In other words, the first captives left Judah
in 605 and the liberated exiles returned to the land in 537-36, a time period of
roughly seventy years. However, some students feel that the destruction of
Jerusalem and the temple should be the starting point (586), with the Captivity
not officially ending until the second temple had been built and dedicated (515),
another period of approximately seventy years. Since both interpretations make
sense, it shouldn’t be necessary to debate the issue.
p. 108

Showers says:
During the first year of the reign of Darius (the Darius or Gubaru of chpts.
5 and 6), Daniel found some interesting information as he read the sacred books
of the Jews that had been written thus far. He found that God had declared
through the prophet, Jeremiah, that the Babylonian captivity of the Jews would
last for seventy years . . . This information was of special interest to Daniel
because of the year in which he read it—538 B.C.1 Since the captivity had begun
in 60 B.C., it was now nearing its designated conclusion.
p. 111
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Keil & Delitzsch say:
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Consequently, in the first year of the reign of Darius the Mede over the
kingdom of the Chaldeans the seventy years prophesied of by Jeremiah were now
full, the period of the desolation of Jerusalem determined by God was almost
expired. What was it that moved Daniel at this time to pour forth a penitential
prayer in behalf of Jerusalem and the desolated sanctuary? Did he doubt the
truth of the promise, that God, after seventy years of exile in Babylon, would visit
His people and fulfil the good word He had spoken, that He would again bring
back His people to Judea . . . ? Certainly not, since neither the matter of his
prayer, nor the divine revelation which was vouchsafed to him in answer to his
prayer, indicated any doubt on his part regarding the divine promise.
p. 322

J. Vernon McGee says:

We should notice that the determining factor which brought Daniel to this
prayer was his study of the Word of God. The Word reveals the will of God. A
study of God’s Word, followed by prayer, is the formula for determining God’s will.
p. 583

Lange says:
The overthrow of Babylon by the Median king would naturally lead him to
meditate on the question concerning the time of the restoration of Jerusalem and
the realization of the further theocratic hopes connected with that event. In the
nature of the case, such meditations would connect themselves at once with
Jeremiah’s prophecy relating to the seventy years which were to elapse, before
Jerusalem, the desolate, should be restored . . .
p. 188

Gowan says:
Ordinarily God communicates with Daniel by way of direct revelation,
through visions and auditions, but here for once we find him pondering “the
books” that contain the word of the Lord. Appeal to a written source for divine
revelation is unusual in the Old Testament, except for Deuteronomy, which
speaks of “this book”
pp. 127-28
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Ironside says:
Daniel was himself a prophetic student. He was one who realized deeply in his
own soul, though the words had not yet been written, that “All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.” And so we see, in the opening verses, this
devoted man, in the first year of the reign of Darius, bending over the prophetic
word in the Holy Scriptures. He did not have anything like as complete a Bible
as we have; but he valued what he had, and searched diligently.
pp. 155-56

Dyer says in his book Prophecy in Light of Today:
Local and national news programs help us stay abreast of current events,
but they cannot give us answers to life’s deepest questions about how to live in
light of prophecy. So where can we go to find such answers? God has given us a
resource that can help all of us navigate the challenges of our world . . . and that
can give us answers to life’s deepest mysteries. That resource is the Bible. The
Scriptures give us God’s insight on how to deal with the challenges of the world.
p. 116

Berrigan says:
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Amid great darkness, Daniel opens the scroll. Thus once more an important
principle is illustrated. This: while time lasts, scripture is never to be thought, or
dealt with, as lying inert on a page. No, it is “charged with the grandeur of God,”
a prodigious energy. It flares up in our face; it brings to bear upon our sorry human
scene the very truth of God. The Word is light and ardor, darkness and reproof.
Fiery, icy, comforting, reproving, disconcerting, cutting asunder, “striking to the
joining place of bone and marrow,” it works a strange surgery of the spirit.
pp. 155-6
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Matthew Henry says:
The book by which he understood this was the book of Jeremiah, in which he
found it expressly foretold (Jer. [29] 10), After seventy years be accomplished in
Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word towards you. It was likewise
said (Jer. [29] 11). This whole land shall be seventy years a desolation . . . the
same word that Daniel here uses for the desolations of Jerusalem, which shows
that he had that prophecy before him when he wrote this.
p. 1097

(The Gospel for Real Life: Turn To The Liberating Power Of the Cross … Every
Day by Jerry Bridges) Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. Copyright – Jerry
Bridges, 2002.
Daniel, one of the great men of the Bible, is our example. He lived during
the Babylonian captivity of Judah. Toward the end of that foreign incarceration
he understood, from reading Jeremiah 29:10, that the captivity would last
seventy years. So he took God at His word and began to pray that He would
fulfill His promise to restore the Jews to their home (see Daniel 9:1-19). He
pleaded the promise of God. This is what we should do in response to God’s
promises of the success of the gospel.
p. 191

(A Man of Faith: The Spiritual Journey of George W. Bush by David Aikman)
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – David Aikman, 2004.
Smirk or not, Bush was taking his Bible studies, both in the weekly CBS
sessions and at home, very seriously. “We were always keeping each other
honest,” recalls Don Evans, who was also reading The One Year Bible. “We were
making sure that we were not dragging our feet. I mean, if it’s April the twentythird, you’re on April the twenty-third, aren’t you? You’re not back in March
first; you haven’t been slipping or sliding on me? And boy, he didn’t slide a bit.
I don’t know how many times he’s read the Bible. He always had it when I saw
him, even along the campaign trail during that grueling two-year period we
spent together [1998-2000]. He just disciplined himself into the Word every
day.”22
22. Don Evans. Conversation with the author, October 2003.

p. 77
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(Experiencing God Day-By-Day: The Devotional and Journal by Henry T.
Blackaby and Richard Blackaby) Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman.
Copyright – Henry Blackaby and Richard Blackaby, 1997.
When you meditate on Scriptures, the truth moves from your head to your heart
and results in obedience. As the Psalmist said: “Your word have I hidden in my
heart, / That I might not sin against You” (Ps. 119:11).
p. 98

(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space Shuttle Columbia
Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn Husband with Donna VanLiere)
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Evelyn Husband, 2003.
The astronauts can also take personal items from family members with them,
and I decided to give Rick my wedding band. He’d have his wedding band, and
I thought that keeping mine close by would somehow, in the figurative sense,
keep us joined together. NASA needed to gather all the items and specially seal
them, so I gave it to Rick months before the launch.
“Please bring this back to me,” I said, handing it to him. It was emotional
for me to give it to him because it had been on my hand since the day we were
married.
“I absolutely will,” he said.
p. 84

(The Life You’ve Always Wanted by John Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan. Copyright – John Ortberg, 1997, 2002.
If you were marooned on a desert island and could have only a single book with
you, what would you choose?
Somebody once asked this question of G. K. Chesterton. Give his
reputation as one of the most erudite and creative Christian writers in the first
half of the twentieth century, one would naturally expect his response to be the
Bible. It was not. Chesterton chose Thomas’ Guide to Practical Ship-building.
p. 191
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v. 3 So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in
fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.

Peterson paraphrases verse 3:
I turned to the Master God, asking for an answer—praying earnestly,
fasting from meals, wearing rough penitential burlap, and kneeling in the
ashes.
p. 1599
The word “SO” tells us what Daniel does as a RESULT of his study of
JEREMIAH’S PROPHECY:
“SO I TURNED TO THE LORD GOD.”
It is important for us to FOCUS ON THE VERBS in verse 3:
1.

“HE TURNED TO THE LORD GOD,”

2.

“[HE] PLEADED WITH HIM IN PRAYER,”

3.

HE FASTED, and then we are going to see in verse 4 that

4.

“[HE] CONFESSED.”
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this section:
THE PRAYER OF DANIEL (9:3-19)
p. 1359

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then makes a subdivision of:
Confession (9:3-14)

p. 1359

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
Daniel’s study of the Scriptures led him to turn to God and to pray a prayer of
confession . . . and petition . . . with fasting. Wearing sackcloth and/or ashes was
evidence of mourning in grief or repentance . . .
p. 1359
Psalm 137:1-4
By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept
when we remembered Zion.
There on the poplars
we hung our harps,
for there our captors asked us for songs,
our tormentors demanded songs of joy;
they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”
How can we sing the songs of the Lord
while in a foreign land?

Showers says:
Daniel deliberately began to approach God with an attitude and prayer
of genuine repentance. His attitude was indicated by two things. First, he
approached God as Adonai (Lord, Master—v. 3).2 He recognized the sovereign
Lordship of God over Israel and its captivity. Second, he exhibited the outward
manifestations of repentance in his day: fasting and the wearing of sackcloth
and ashes.
p. 113
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Wiersbe says:
Daniel is a wonderful example of balance in the spiritual life, for he devoted
himself to both the Word of God and prayer (Acts 6:4). Some believers are so
wrapped up in prophetic studies that they have little concern for the practical
outworking of God’s will. All they want to do is satisfy their curiosity and then
proudly share their “insights” with others. When Daniel learned God’s truth, the
experience humbled him and moved him to worship and to pray.
p. 109
Acts 6:4
“But we will devote ourselves to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.”

Miller says:
Daniel’s prayer did not consist of a few insincere words uttered before
falling asleep at night. He prayed fervently to the Lord with a determined heart.
“I turned” literally reads, “I gave my face.” Daniel determined to look to God in
prayer until the Lord gave him an answer.
His appeal was directed toward “the Lord [‘ădōnāy] God:” The name
[‘ădōnāy] means “owner, ruler, or sovereign” and identifies Yahweh as the owner
and ruler of the universe. Not only was he able to hear Daniel’s prayer, but he
had the power to direct the affairs of world history in order to answer his prayer.
“Fasting” demonstrated the prophet’s deep concern to God; being clothed
in “sackcloth” (Coarse, rough cloth) and sitting in “ashes” were expressions of
humility that commonly accompanied fasting . . .
p. 242
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Campbell says:
A foreboding may well have gripped Daniel’s heart because, even though
the time had come for the end of the Babylonian exile, the Jews were not seeking
after God. Many of them were in fact too comfortable in Babylon to care about
going back to Jerusalem. Daniel therefore prayed to Jehovah on their behalf.
Like Moses in the wilderness, Daniel now became Israel’s intercessor. Since
they were not seeking God, Daniel did it for them as their representative.
In the second place, Daniel prayed because he felt he should claim God’s
promise. The great prayers of the Bible show that the saints of old reverently
reminded God of His promises, laying hold of them for their immediate situation.
We must learn to do the same.
p. 105

He says further:
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This is one of the great intercessory prayers of the Bible. It is marked by humility
(v. 3), worship (v. 4), confession of sin (vv. 5-14), and petition (vv. 15-19).
p. 106

Blair says:
Any student of the Word knows that when he prays he must always qualify his
petitions with, “Thy will be done,” and really mean it, knowing full well that God
makes no mistakes.
p. 179

David Jeremiah says:
I have had young people come to me and say, “Pastor Jeremiah, when I
have my quiet time, what should I do first? Should I pray first, and then read
the Bible, or should I read the Bible first and then pray?” I think it is always
proper, before we open the Scripture, to briefly ask for God’s blessing and insight
into the text. But if I understand the priority of the Scriptures, prayer grows out
of the Word of God.
p. 174
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David Jeremiah says further:
God knows His plan, and even when He reveals His plan to us, He expects
us to pray over that plan. The Bible says, “If we ask anything according to his
will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know
that we have what we asked of him” (1 John 5:14-15).
Sometimes I get the impression that I have misunderstood the meaning of
prayer. Prayer is not to get God to change His will. If we really believe that the
will of God is perfect, then why would we want Him to change it? Our prayers
really ought to be prompted out of our deep understanding of what the will of
God is. There are a lot of folks who go to prayer, not to ascertain the will of God,
but to ask Him to do what they want. Prayer is not getting God to adjust His
program to what we want, it is adjusting our lives to the revealed will of God.
When we pray, it isn’t God who changes, it’s us. Maybe we’ve been looking for
change at the wrong end of the cycle.
pp. 174-75

Walvoord says:
Several principles emerge from Daniel’s reference to Jeremiah’s prophecy.
First, Daniel took the seventy years literally and believed that there would be
literal fulfillment. Even though Daniel was fully acquainted with the symbolic
form of revelation which God sometimes used to portray panoramic prophetic
events, his interpretation of Jeremiah was literal and he expected God to fulfill
His word.
Second, Daniel realized that the Word of God would be fulfilled only on
the basis of prayer, and this occasioned his fervent plea as recorded in this
chapter. On the one hand, Daniel recognized the certainty of divine purposes
and the sovereignty of God which will surely fulfill the prophetic word. On the
other hand, he recognized human agency, the necessity of faith and prayer, and
the urgency to respond to human responsibility as it relates to the divine
program. His custom of praying three times a day with his windows open to
Jerusalem still in desolation revealed his own heart for the things of God and his
concern for the city of Jerusalem.
Third, he recognized the need for confession of sin as a prelude to
restoration. With this rich background of the prophetic program revealed
through Jeremiah, Daniel’s own prayer life, and his concern for the city of
Jerusalem as the religious center of the nation of Israel, Daniel approaches the
task of expressing his confession and intercession to the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.
p. 205
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Fyall says:
The intensity and discipline of Daniel’s prayer is shown by the practice of
fasting, and by sackcloth and ashes representing repentance. This is neither
something to be dismissed nor slavishly followed. We must remember this was a
private prayer and that what ultimately matters is the attitude of heart.
Fasting, however, either total or partial, is certainly a feature of the prayer lives
of many prayer warriors. It is not a mandatory action but nor should it be too
readily set aside.
p. 133

Leupold says:
Daniel apparently discerned that a crisis in the fortunes of Israel was
impending. Since God had indicated that a deliverance was at hand, Daniel
addressed himself to the task of prayer for its consummation. Godly men,
believing God’s promises, do not become passive because of their faith. Prayer
comes so naturally in such cases and fits, they well know, so aptly into the
scheme of things that God has ordained, that they must needs approach God in
prayer that He might do what He has promised.
pp. 379-80

Boice says:
Daniel’s prayer is worthy of many studies. It is, as Calvin said, an
“example . . . guide . . . [and] kind of common form” for prayer for the whole
church.3 It has three parts. First, it contains a confession of Daniel’s and the
people’s sin (Dan. 9:4-11). Second, there is acknowledgement that it is because
of this sin that the just judgments of God had come upon them (vv. 11-14).
Third, there is a shift in the prayer to plead for God’s mercy (vv. 15-19). These
are the three necessary marks of all true prayer: acknowledgment of sin and of
the fact that sin always brings judgment and a plea for God’s mercy. There is no
other way we can approach God except as sinners seeking grace.
p. 98
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Walvoord in his book Every Prophecy of the Bible says:
Daniel’s prayer is a model for those seeking to move God in prayer. Daniel first
of all prepared himself spiritually through fasting, sackcloth, and ashes . . .
While this was not necessary, Daniel did everything he possibly could to put
himself in a favorable spiritual position for prayer.
p. 246

Feinberg says:
This verse teaches that biblical prophecy should bring us to our knees, as
it did Daniel. True prayer always seeks to learn God’s will in a matter and then
prays in conformity with His will.
p. 119

Gangel says:
Daniel had walked with the Lord for a long time and had learned not to
command God but rather to approach heaven’s throne in the deepest humility.
The words I turned to the Lord God suggest a definitive act of focus, a turning
away from all other things to concentrate on talking with the Lord. He came
with fasting and with the ancient Jewish ritual of sackcloth and ashes. Forget
eating. Forget walking around in purple robes of high office. Forget rights and
privileges. This is the time to fall on one’s face before God.
p. 247
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Stortz says:
The writer of Hebrews gives us a hint that might help restore passion in
our prayer life: “Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners
and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering” (13:3). The
earnestness of prayer returns when we pray for people as though we were in
their situation.
A young pastor was preparing a sermon in his study when there was a
knock at his door, and someone told him that a child had been hit by a car in
front of his church. He was informed that the ambulance was there, and the
child was getting help. He looked up and said he would be right out after
finishing his thought. Then his secretary came to the door and announced that
it was his own daughter who had been hit by the car, and the pastor jumped up
from his desk and ran to the street. Our identity with the need makes all the
difference in the world.
pp. 148-49

Smith says:
Because God has promised, we are not released from the responsibility of
beseeching him for the fulfillment of his word. Daniel might have reasoned in
this manner: God has promised to release his people at the end of the seventy
years, and he will accomplish this promise; I need not therefore concern myself
at all in the matter. Daniel did not thus reason; but as the time drew near for
the accomplishment of the word of the Lord, he set himself to seek the Lord with
all his heart. And how earnestly he engaged in the work, even with fasting, and
sackcloth, and ashes! This was the year, probably, in which he was cast into the
lions’ den; and the prayer of which we here have an account may have been the
burden of that petition, which, regardless of the unrighteous human law which
had been secured to the contrary, he offered before the Lord three times a day.
p. 234
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Baldwin says:
Divine decree or no, the Scriptures never support the idea that God’s
purpose will be accomplished irrespective of the prayers of His people. Daniel,
by taking God at His word and expecting Him to honour it, was rewarded not
only by an assurance that his prayer was heard (23), but also by a further
revelation (24-27). The ritual use of fasting at this period is illustrated by
Zechariah 7:1-7; sackcloth denoted mourning and together with ashes
symbolized the penitence with which Daniel came to represent his people before
the Lord.
p. 165

Dykes quotes Andrew Murray:
Andrew Murray wrote, “Little of the Word with little prayer is death to
the spiritual life. Much of the Word with little prayer gives a sickly life. Much
prayer with little of the Word gives emotional life. But a full measure of both
the Word and prayer each day gives a healthy and powerful life.”2
p. 102

UN Chapel Empty and Desolate
Theologian Helmut Thielicke once visited the United States and toured the
United Nations building in New York. When he was shown the “chapel” in the
UN building, he was appalled. It was a room decorated by spotlights and little
else. Thielicke commented:
The spotlights were ignorant of what they were illuminating, and the
responsible men who were invited to come to this room were not shown to
whom they should direct their thoughts. It was a temple of utterly weird
desolation, an empty, ruined field of faith long since fled . . . only here,
where the ultimate was at stake, only here was emptiness and desolation.
Would it not have been more honest to strike the whole pseudo temple out
of the budget and use the space for a cloakroom or bar?
Citation: Gordon MacDonald, “Speaking into Crisis,” Leadership Journal (Winter 2002)
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of God by David
Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2002.
FUELED BY PRAYER
EPHESIANS 6:18

[Pray] always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.
I once borrowed a car and as a favor to the owner filled it with gas. That big
Oldsmobile station wagon had an ornament on the hood that said “diesel,” a
sticker on the rear gate that said “Oldsmobile Diesel,” and a note on the fuel
gauge reading, “Diesel Fuel Only.” So naturally I put diesel fuel in the tank.
Big mistake since the owner had recently converted it to gasoline. When it broke
down on the main street of a village in New York, I had to explain why I had put
diesel fuel into a vehicle with a gasoline engine.
I don’t think I’ll ever live that down, so I use it as the perfect illustration
of Christians. We are human beings, and we have “Human Being” written all
over us, but we’ve been converted into something else. If you try to run your new
spiritual self on the old kind of fuel, it won’t work. There are a lot of Christians
who haven’t figured that out yet. The fuel for the Christian life is prayer.
Prayer is the energy that makes it possible for the Christian warrior to wear the
armor and wield the sword.
You cannot fight the battle in your own power. No matter how talented
you are, if you try to fight the spiritual battle in your own strength, you will be
defeated.
p. 281

(The Preces Privatae of Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester selections from
the translation by F. E. Brightman) London: Methuen & Co. Ltd.
Copyright – unknown, 1920.
Bishop Andrewes was one of those rare souls with a distinct gift for prayer, for
its expression, for the yearning with which the Apostle exhorts “Pray without
ceasing,” for the passionate outpouring of loyalty and devotion to the Saviour of
mankind, the peerless Master, the Friend of sinners who never forgets that
mercy tempers justice, and can justly forgive because He never leaves the sinner
groveling in the dust where He found him, but bids him rise in the strength of
grace. There is this feeling of personal gratitude, this note of hopefulness
throughout the prayers.
pp. xxi-xxii
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v. 4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: “O Lord, the great and awesome
God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who love him and obey his
commands,

Peterson paraphrases verse 4:
I poured out my heart, baring my soul to GOD, my God:
“‘O Master, great and august God. You never waver in your
covenant commitment, never give up on those who love you and do what
you say.
p. 1599

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Moses revealed the principle on which God would deal with His covenant
people: obedience would bring blessing, and disobedience would bring discipline.
One form of discipline was that Israel would be subjugated to Gentile powers . . .
Israel’s experience in Babylon was the outworking of this principle.
Then Moses revealed the basis on which the discipline would be lifted and
the nation would be restored to blessing . . . She would have to return to God and
obey His voice; then God would turn back her Captivity and restore the people to
the land from which they had been dispersed and shower blessings on them.
Daniel evidently was fully aware that the years in Babylon were a divine
discipline on Israel. Knowing that confession was one requisite to restoration,
he confessed the sin of his people, identifying himself with their sin as though he
were personally responsible for it.
Daniel noted that blessing depends on obedience, for God . . . keeps His
covenant of love . . . with all who love Him and obey Him. Even a covenant
people cannot be blessed if they disobey. Four times Daniel acknowledged that
his people had sinned . . .
pp. 1359-60

Smith says:
We here have the opening of Daniel’s wonderful prayer,—a prayer
expressing such humiliation and contrition of heart that one must be without
feeling who can read it unmoved.
p. 234
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Stortz says:
The attitude of Daniel shows us that we should come into the presence of
the Lord with an earnestness that storms the gates of heaven, but a humility
that realizes that he is sovereign and we are sinful. We do not even deserve to
make these requests, much less feel like our fasting can twist his arm or our
prayer can command the Lord what to do. Prayer is clearly the position of a
beggar coming into the presence of a king.
p. 150

Feinberg says:
Daniel felt responsible for the corporate needs of the Jewish people. Yet
before God’s blessings are free to descend, the great need in any day is for the
people to recognize and confess their sin. If we make any attempt to vindicate
ourselves, our actions block His blessing.
p. 119

Boice says:
When we confess sin, we have a tendency to confess the sins of other
people, or if do not do that, we confess sin in a manner meant to excuse
ourselves. Daniel was not like this. If anyone could have done this, he could
have. Nothing bad is said about Daniel in all the Bible. He was only a youth at
the time of the fall of Jerusalem, and he had led an exemplary life in the wicked
city of Babylon for sixty-seven years. Daniel could have pleaded his innocence.
Yet he took the part of his people and confessed his own sin with theirs, saying,
“we . . . we . . . we . . . we.”
That is the kind of prayer God honors. Daniel prayed with a highly
emotional moving cry, “O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act!
For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear
your Name.” It is no wonder, then, that God sent Gabriel with the revelation
with which the chapter ends.
p. 99
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Leupold says:
The entire prayer of Daniel (v. 4-19) deserves to be ranked with the finest
of the psalms but usually receives rather scant treatment on the part of
commentators, chiefly, we presume, because it is overshadowed by that difficult
crux interpretum—the vision of the seventy weeks (v. 24-27).
pp. 380-81

Fyall says:
This is one of the great prayers of the Old Testament and powerfully echoes the
language of the Psalter. The keynote is to be confession. This strikingly recalls
Isaiah 6. There too a vision of the glory of God has been given, and there too the
prophet’s response is confession: ‘I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a
people of unclean lips’ (Isa. 6:5).
It is also a representative as well as a deeply personal prayer. Daniel
speaks on behalf of the people. He is able to do this because of the revelation
God has given him and because he has seen clearly the reasons for the Exile and
looks longingly for the restoration of Jerusalem. We can see here the kind of
prayer which sustained him and which, of course, in Chapter 6 led him into such
mortal danger.
p. 133

David Jeremiah says:
It is never right to pray about that which God has already said is wrong.
We might as well save our energy, because it isn’t going to do any good. God
doesn’t change His mind. As far as I know, he hasn’t written another Bible.
Prayer is not only motivated by the Word of God and measured by His
will, but it is also manifested in our walk with God. Daniel not only prayed
frequently, he also prayed fervently. He was committed to daily prayer; in fact,
he prayed on his knees three times a day, whether he was busy with the affairs
of state or whether the king issued a decree forbidding prayer to anyone except
himself. When a crisis came, Daniel didn’t change.
pp. 175-76
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David Jeremiah says further:
Life-changing prayer magnifies the Lord. The Greek word for magnify
means “to make great.” When Daniel prayed he placed a spiritual magnifying
glass over the attributes of God. He said, “O Lord, the great and awesome God.”
“Lord, you are righteous.” “O Lord our God, who brought your people out of
Egypt with a mighty hand.” “We do not make requests of you because we are
righteous, but because of your great mercy.”
p. 181

He says finally:
Someone told me that if you want to get in good with God, just brag on His
Son. Magnify and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.
p. 182

Miller says:
Daniel’s mind was filled with the Word of God, and this fact is reflected in his
prayer, which contains many allusions to earlier Old Testament passages
(particularly Deuteronomy, Solomon’s prayer in 1 Kgs 8, and Jeremiah).11
This prayer is a model for believers today as they approach God. After a
brief introduction (v. 4a) it proceeds with adoration of the Lord (v. 4b), is
followed by confession of personal and national sin (vv. 5-14), and concludes with
the prophet’s petition (vv. 15-19). Here is the proper order, for only after the
Lord is praised and sin confessed is the believer qualified to offer requests to the
holy God.
p. 243

11 Cf.

Young, Daniel, 185-89; Keil, Daniel, 329-34.
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Miller says further:
“Prayed” is emphatic in the Hebrew, suggesting the fervency of the
supplication.12
p. 243

He says finally:
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Daniel praised and adored his great God. He began by emphasizing
Yahweh’s sovereignty, addressing him as “Lord” . . . and then calling Yahweh the
“great and awesome God.” “Awesome “ . . . comes from a Hebrew root that means
“to fear,” and thus the word means “one who inspires fear.” God’s greatness and
power produce awe and wonder as frail human begins survey his works.
p. 244

Wiersbe says:
Too often we rush into God’s presence and ask for things, without first pausing
to worship Him. Daniel prepared himself for prayer, as did Ezra (Ezra 9:3-5)
and the Levites (Neh. 9:5-6). It’s important that we focus on the character of
God and not become too preoccupied with ourselves and our burdens. The
“invocation” to Daniel’s prayer is a primer of biblical theology. His words
describe a God who is great and faithful to keep His promises, a God who loves
His people and gives them His Word to obey so that He can bless them. He is a
merciful God (Dan. 9:18) who forgives the sins of His people when they come to
Him in contrition and confession.2 This is also the way Nehemiah prayed when
he sought God’s will concerning rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem . . .
p. 110
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Matthew Henry says:
Daniel’s prayer to God as his God, and the confession which he joined with
that prayer: I prayed and made my confession. In every prayer we must make
confession, not only of our sins, but of our faith in God.
p. 1097

Keil & Delitzsch say:
The prayer is divided into two parts. Vers. 4-14 contain the confession of
sin and guilt; vers. 15-19 the supplication for mercy, and the restoration of the
holy city and its sanctuary lying in ruins.
p. 328

They say further:
The confession of sin divides itself into two strophes. Vers. 4-10 state the
transgression and the guilt, while vers. 11-14 refer to the punishment from God
for this guilt.
p. 329

Phillips & Vines say:
Now comes the prophet’s petition (9:4-19). Daniel approached God along
four lines. He talked to God about his character, commandments, covenant, and
compassion. This is one of the great model prayers of scripture.
p. 137
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Phillips & Vines say further:
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Daniel’s prayer began with God and his character (9:4-9). At once, four
characteristics of God came to the prophet’s mind. He thought for a moment
about God’s person (9:4). Daniel’s thoughts dwelled for a moment on God’s
might. He called him “Jehovah, my Elohim.” The God of covenant was the God
of creation, and the God of covenant and creation was his God. Daniel took
comfort in that. He had lived all his adult life in Babylon, the heartland of
idolatry. The false gods of Babylon were legion. There were Bel, Merodach, and
Nebo, along with a host of others. On his arrival in Babylon as a young man, his
own name had been changed to Belteshazzar in the hope that he would become a
convert to pagan idolatry. And what was more reasonable from the pagan point
of view? Hadn’t mighty Merodach led the Babylonians to victory over the Jews?
Didn’t that prove that Merodach was a greater god than the Jewish tribal deity?
But Daniel knew better than that. His God was the creator of the universe
who, nevertheless, entered into covenant relationship with his chosen people.
p. 138

Gaebelein outlines the prayer this way:
It has three parts. Verses 4-10: Confession of the failure of his people and
acknowledgment of God’s covenant mercies. Verses 11-14: The deserved curse as
written in the law of Moses. Verses 15-19: Pleadings for mercy to turn away His
anger and to remember His city, Jerusalem and His people.
p. 30
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David Dykes says:
Daniel’s reaction to these prophetic revelations is recorded in Daniel 9:4-5,
where he offered a prayer of confession. Confession, by the way, is good for your
soul. Most of us are much better at excusing our sins and mistakes than
confessing them. We are quick to point out other peoples’ mistakes, but we have
a hard time admitting when we have blown it. Some of our excuses must
certainly sound comical to God. Speaking of lame excuses, here are some actual
excerpts from reports to insurance companies in which individuals explained
why they had an automobile accident:



p. 100

The other guy was all over the road, and I had to swerve a number
of times before I hit him.
The pedestrian had no idea which direction to go, so when he
hesitated, I ran over him.
The telephone pole approached my car at a rapid speed, and as I
swerved to get out of its way, it hit me.

He says further:
No, prayer is God’s way of involving us in what He intends to do.
p. 103

(The Preces Privatae of Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester selections from
the translation by F. E. Brightman) London: Methuen & Co. Ltd.
Copyright – unknown, 1920.
woe to wretched me, that I have not,
I frankly confess.
in heart
in mind
I heartily grieve
in soul
in spirit.
Humbly I ask pardon, humbly grace,
that henceforward I speak, do, live in such sort
that thy Name be hallowed.
p. 179
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Daniel begins his PRAYER by saying:

“O LORD [You are] GREAT AND AWESOME. [You are the] GOD WHO
KEEPS [YOUR] COVENANT OF LOVE.”
But this “COVENANT OF LOVE” is kept to those who qualify in TWO WAYS:
1.

they “LOVE” You and
2.

they “OBEY [YOUR] COMMANDS.”
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v. 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled;
we have turned away from your commands and laws.

Peterson paraphrases verse 5:
Yet we have sinned in every way imaginable. We’ve done evil things,
rebelled, dodged and taken detours around your clearly marked paths.
p. 1599
Daniel mentions in verse 4 that he is coming to CONFESS.
Now here in verse 5 we have HIS CONFESSION OUTLINED for us:
1.

“WE HAVE SINNED,”

2.

“WE HAVE . . . DONE WRONG,”

3.

“WE HAVE BEEN WICKED,”

4.

“WE . . . HAVE REBELLED,” and

5.

“WE HAVE TURNED AWAY FROM YOUR COMMANDS AND
LAWS.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Their sin was a sin of rebellion . . . against God and in turning away . . . from the
Word of God . . .
p. 1360
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Bible.org says that
These verses are the expression of Daniel’s repentance and confession of sin, for
himself and for his fellow-Jews. Daniel minimizes neither his sin nor the sin of
his fellow-Jews. He uses a wide variety of expressions to describe sin in its
various manifestations. In verse 5, Daniel says they have “sinned,” “committed
iniquity,” “acted wickedly,” “rebelled,” and “turned aside from God’s
commandments and ordinances.”
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

Phillips & Vines say:
He scoured the Hebrew language for words to describe how wickedly the Jews
had behaved. “We have sinned,” he said. The word means “to miss the mark, to
stumble and fall, to come short, to be blameworthy.” The word has to do with
what we think, say, and do, rather than with what we are.
“We have committed iniquity,” Daniel said. The word means “perversity.”
It comes from a root meaning “to be bent” or “crooked.” It means to be wrong.
We have done wickedly,” Daniel continued. This word in scripture
describes the restless activity of fallen human nature. It is used to describe the
behavior of the impious and ungodly, the lawlessness of such people.
“We have rebelled,” Daniel went on. This word is usually used for revolt
against God or against royalty. This revolt had expressed itself among the Jews
in their departure from God’s precepts and judgments (9:5) and in their
persistent refusal to listen to that long succession of prophets sent by God to
warn and to woo them. Daniel confessed that the kings, the princes, the fathers,
and all the people of the land were involved (9:6).
p. 139
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Miller says:
Daniel began to pour out his heart to God as he confessed his sin and the sin of
his people Israel. Though he identified himself with his people, Daniel certainly
had not been part of the rebellious majority who had brought the wrath of God
upon the nation.
Six different aspects of Israel’s sin are set forth in vv. 5-6. Israel had
“sinned,” “done wrong,” “been wicked,” “rebelled,” “turned away” from Yahweh’s
commands and laws and had “not listened” to Yahweh’s prophets. What an
indictment!
p. 245

He says further:
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The Hebrew verb hātā’ (“sinned”) basically means “to miss the mark.” For
example, Judg 20:16 says that there were seven hundred Benjamite soldiers who
“could sling a stone at a hair and not miss [hātā’]” the target. Ethically speaking,
sin is missing God’s mark or goal of holy living that is required for human beings.
Israel as a nation had fallen short of God’s design to be a holy people.
p. 245

He says further:
Hebrew cāwâ (“done wrong,” NIV, NRSV; “committed iniquity, “ NASB,
KJV) seems to be derived from a root that means to “bend or twist.” It appears
to emphasize the fact that sin is “something twisted or perverted” or that one
who sins has veered from the straight and narrow road and “made his paths
crooked.” Words that express righteousness in the Old Testament generally
have the primary meaning of “straightness”; thus to make one’s paths crooked is
sin. This veering from God’s prescribed path is condemned because it is
deliberate.
The Hebrew verb rāšac(“be wicked”) may describe one who is guilty of
crimes against humanity or against God. Israel’s crime was rebellion (“have
rebelled”; Heb. mārad) against their God.
“We have turned away” translates an infinitival form of the verb sûr and
would literally be rendered “and [or “even” as NASB] turning away.” Rather
than being considered a separate sin, it seems to describe the nature of Israel’s
rebellion against God. Israel had rebelled against Yahweh by turning aside from
and refusing to obey his commands and laws.
p. 245
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Fyall says:
It is that broken relationship which Daniel now desperately longs to see
restored.
p. 134

He says further:
So it is when we ‘confess’ our sins with bland generalization, the Lord often says,
‘Yes, but which specific sin did you have in mind?’
So here is no vague feeling of guilt. We have sinned; the Hebrew word
hatta’ implies going the wrong way a headlong trek away from God; done wrong:
‘awôn implies perversion, a lifestyle which is not pleasing to God, summed up in
the English ‘we have done wrong’. We have been wicked is the word rasa and
implies guilt and thus deserved punishment; we have rebelled: marad is a word
which implies rebellion against a legitimate sovereign. We have turned away:
sur is the regular word for apostasy. Israel had been comprehensively
faithfulness to the covenant. This could only be healed by a comprehensive
turning back to God which involved a wholehearted turning back to the Word of
God.
p. 135

Leupold says:
The confession begins here. It is straightforward and without
reservations and offers no excuse or palliation of the guilt of which its author is
only too conscious. In the sentence structure the verbs present a somewhat
unusual feature in Hebrew, a feature which we have sought to approximate by
leaving out the conjunctions and translating: “We have sinned, have gone
astray,” etc. For the unusual thing in the Hebrew is a succession of unconverted
perfects, connected by waw, a construction that is used only in the case of
synonymous expressions . . .
The different verbs used, at least the first three, have derivative nouns
which are in common use in Hebrew as various designations of sin. Chata’
involves “missing the mark”; ‘awah means “turning from the right way”; rasha’
involves “becoming weak” as a result of having lost one’s hold, i.e., God.
p. 383

Daniel/Study#17 – Daniel 9_1-19.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

56

Feinberg says:
Certainly, he felt he burden of their sin as keenly as if it had been his own.
He described the long series of transgressions that preceded and caused the
captivity, and the kinds of expressions he used in his description were meant to
convey the intensity of emotion that moved his heart to prayer.
p. 120

Young says:
In all this confession of sin, [Daniel], who had lived most of his life in Babylon
and was now an old man, by using the pronoun we, identified himself with his
people. This is the more remarkable, when we consider how pure was his
character.
“And they who fain would serve Thee best
Are conscious most of wrong within.”
p. 185

Lucas says:
However, the Israelites have not lived up to their covenant obligations.
The most common term for this in the prayer is ‘sin’ . . . In secular contexts the
verb is used of missing a target . . . or missing the way . . . In its religious uses it
denotes a culpable failure to live up to one’s obligations to God . . . Four other
terms are then added to this one. ‘Gone astray’ . . . has a meaning similar to
hātā’. The third term, ‘act wickedly’ . . . indicates actions that put a person in
the wrong in a legal or quasi-legal sense . . . It is the opposite of the term sedeq
(‘just’) that is used of God in the prayer . . . These three terms are used together
in Solomon’s prayer, as the things to which the exiles should confess . . . ‘We
have rebelled’ uses a more general verb . . . than the more specifically religious
term that is used . . . The final term, ‘turning away’ . . . is another deuteronomic
one . . . Israel is said to have turned away from God’s ‘commands’ (the same word
as in v. 4b) and ‘laws’ . . . In so far as there is a difference in nuance between
these words, it is that the former refers more often to divine than to human
commands, while the latter refers in particular to the responsibilities of kings
and judges to administer justice.
p. 237
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(The Preces Privatae of Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winchester selections from
the translation by F. E. Brightman) London: Methuen & Co. Ltd.
Copyright – unknown, 1920.

Confession
I have sinned.
Surely, o Lord, I also am one of them,
for my life bewrayeth me.
I confess to Thee: for, if I will, I cannot hide it from
Thee, o Lord.
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
I am a sinner
of an unclean seed
of an unclean womb:
in sin hath my mother conceived me,
a root of bitterness
a slip of wild olive.
1. I have sinned, I have done amiss and dealt wickedly before Thee
2. I have behaved myself forwardly in thy covenant
3. I have rejected the law
4. I have refused correction
5. I have vexed the Spirit
6. I have walked after my devices
7. I have gone over from evil to evil
8. neither have I feared Thee
9. neither have I returned
10. not even when recalled
11. neither even when troubled
12. but I have waxed hardened
13. I have provoked Thee
14. and all these things Thou hast seen,
and hast held thy tongue.
p. 132
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(The Incredible Power of Kingdom Authority: Getting An Upper Hand on the
Underworld by Adrian Rogers) Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman.
Copyright – Adrian Rogers, 2002.
I heard of two brothers who were lasciviously wicked. One brother died
and the other said to a pastor, “I will give you $500 if you will preach my
brother’s funeral and call him a saint.” The pastor said, “You have a deal.” The
time for the funeral came. The pastor said, “The man in this casket is a liar, a
drunkard, a thief, and a pervert, but compared to his brother, he is a saint.”
Indeed, we can look good by comparison until we measure by the “glory of God.”
p. 140

(The Attributes of God: A Journey Into the Father’s Heart by A. W. Tozer) Camp
Hill, PA: Christian Publications. Copyright – Christian Publications, Inc.,
1997.
We make out that a revival is everybody running around falling on
everybody else’s neck and saying, “Forgive me for thinking a bad thought about
you. Forgive me for that nickel that I forgot to pay back.” Or we say a revival
consists of people getting very loud and noisy. Well, that might happen in a
revival, but the only kind of revival that would be here when the worlds are on
fire is the revival that begins by saying, “Oh God, give me Thyself! For nothing
less than Thee will do.”
p. 32
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v. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name
to our kings, our princes and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.

Peterson paraphrases verse 6:
We’ve turned a deaf ear to your servants the prophets, who preached your
Word to our kings and leaders, our parents, and all the people in the land.
p. 1599

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
God in grace had sent prophets . . . to exhort the people to return to Him but
they had refused to heed their messages . . .
p. 1360
Daniel had to have in the back of his mind the:
MINISTRY and MESSAGE of Jeremiah and the
SUFFERING and REBUKE that he suffered by the:
REJECTION,
RESISTANCE, and
REBELLION on the part of the Jewish people.
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Verse 6 now brings to completion the LIST OF CHARGES against them:
1.

“we have sinned,”

2.

“we have . . . done wrong,”

3.

“we have been wicked,”

4.

“we . . . have rebelled,”

5.

“we have turned away from your commands and laws,” and now

6.

“WE HAVE NOT LISTENED TO YOUR SERVANTS.”

Jeremiah 6:16
This is what the Lord says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the
ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find
rest for your souls. But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’
Jeremiah 16:17, 18
My eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from me, nor is their
sin concealed from my eyes. I will repay them double for their wickedness
and their sin, because they have defiled my land with the lifeless forms of
their vile images and have filled my inheritance with their detestable
idols.”
Jeremiah 44:22
When the Lord could no longer endure your wicked actions and the
detestable things you did, your land became an object of cursing and a
desolate waste without inhabitants, as it is today.
Lamentations 3:40
Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the Lord.
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Lamentations 5:21
Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may return; renew our days as
of old
A MIGHTY MOVEMENT OF THE SPIRIT and A PRAYER THAT WILL MOVE
HEAVEN is a prayer like this of Daniel who is so specific over the fact that God
is righteous and just in His judgments and that there is a genuine
acknowledgement, without excuse or defense or denial of sin.

Bible.org says:
“We have not listened . . . to the prophets” [is what Daniel is saying here in
verse 6.]
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)
Ezekiel 33:30-32
“As for you, son of man, your countrymen are talking together about you
by the walls and at the doors of the houses, saying to each other, ‘Come
and hear the message that has come from the Lord.’ My people come to
you, as they usually do, and sit before you to listen to your words, but they
do not put them into practice. With their mouths they express devotion,
but their hearts are greedy for unjust gain. Indeed, to them you are
nothing more than one who sings love songs with a beautiful voice and
plays an instrument well, for they hear your words but do not put them
into practice.
Ezekiel 24:14
“‘I the Lord have spoken. The time has come for me to act. I will not hold
back; I will not have pity, nor will I relent. You will be judged according
to your conduct and your actions, declares the Sovereign Lord.”’
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Campbell says:

This forceful accumulation of verbs is a thorough confession that they
were guilty of all kinds of sins. Further, all levels of God’s people are indicated—
kings, princes, fathers, and common people—all are guilty (v. 6). No one can be
excused.
p. 106
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(The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotions edited by
Arthur Bennett) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright – Banner
of Truth Trust, 1975.
SINS
MERCIFUL LORD,
Pardon all my sins of this day, week, year,
all the sins of my life,
sins of early, middle, and advanced years,
of omission and commission,
of morose, peevish and angry tempers,
of lip, life and walk,
of hard-heartedness, unbelief, presumption, pride,
of unfaithfulness to the souls of men,
of want of bold decision in the cause of Christ,
of deficiency in outspoken zeal for his glory,
of bringing dishonour upon thy great name,
of deception, injustice, untruthfulness
in my dealings with others,
of impurity in thought, word and deed,
of covetousness, which is idolatry,
of substance unduly hoarded, improvidently squandered,
not consecrated to the glory of thee, the great giver;
sins in private and in the family,
in study and recreation, in the busy haunts of men,
in the study of they Word and in the neglect of it,
in prayer irreverently offered and coldly withheld,
in time misspent,
in yielding to Satan’s wiles,
in opening my heart to his temptations,
in being unwatchful when I know him nigh,
in quenching the Holy Spirit;
sins against light and knowledge,
against conscience and the restraints of thy Spirit,
against the law of eternal love.
Pardon all my sins, known and unknown, felt and unfelt,
confessed and not confessed,
remembered or forgotten.
Good Lord, hear; and hearing, forgive.
p. 87
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v. 7 Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the men
of Judah and people of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all
the countries where you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to
you.

Peterson paraphrases verse 7:
You have done everything right, Master, but all we have to show for our
lives is guilt and shame, the whole lot of us—people of Judah, citizens of
Jerusalem, Israel at home and Israel in exile in all the places we’ve been
banished to because of our betrayal of you.
p. 1599
The word “BUT” forms the CONTRAST in the first phrase in verse 7:
“LORD YOU ARE RIGHTEOUS, BUT . . . WE ARE COVERED WITH
SHAME.”
The REASON “WE ARE COVERED WITH SHAME” is:
“BECAUSE OF OUR UNFAITHFULNESS TO YOU.”
2 Timothy 2:13
If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.
Lamentations 3:21-26
Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of the Lord’s
great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are
new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The Lord
is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.” The Lord is good to those
whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly
for the salvation of the Lord.
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Bible.org says:
[It is translated] “unfaithful deeds.”
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)
2 Chronicles 36:15, 16
The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word to them through his
messengers again and again, because he had pity on his people and on his
dwelling place. But they mocked God’s messengers, despised his words
and scoffed at his prophets until the wrath of the Lord was aroused
against his people and there was no remedy.
THE WORD OF GOD AS SPOKEN BY THE PROPHETS IS THE STANDARD.

Miller says:
Daniel contrasted the righteousness of the Lord with the unfaithfulness of
Israel. The contrast between Yahweh and Israel is emphatic in the Hebrew,
which reads, “To you, O Lord, is the righteousness, but to us is shame of face.”
p. 246

Phillips & Vines say:
How long could even the patience of God go on postponing the inevitable
consequences of wickedness and defiance? Daniel acknowledged God’s
righteousness. His thoughts dwelled on the confusion that had overtaken the
Jewish people. First the ten tribes had been uprooted and marched away into
oblivion by the Assyrians. Had Judah learned anything from that? Nothing. He
thought of all the countries into which the Hebrew people had been driven
“because of their trespass.” Here he used another word for sin, a word
associated with treachery, unfaithfulness, and breach of trust. It is the word
used for the sin of Achan (Joshua 7:1; 22:31).
p. 139
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Gangel says:

Biblical praying begins and ends with the humble acknowledgment that a
righteous God never makes a mistake.
p. 248

Christmas Excesses Leave Consumers Empty
Psychologist Patricia Dalton says rampant consumerism, once confined to the
holidays, has become a year-round American affliction. She observes unhappy
people trying to fill the emptiness of their lives by irresponsible spending and
then consulting psychologists like her to figure out what has gone wrong in their
lives.
“Those of us who lived through the ‘60s,” she says, “seem to have forgotten the
warning that everything you buy owns you.” To pay for all their junk, people
now work so hard that they’re ruining their marriages, their families, and their
health.
No wonder many of us feel “spiritually empty” as the year winds down.
Citation: “Christmas: The Growing Backlash Against Greed,” The Week (12-10-04);
submitted by Rubel Shelly, Nashville, Tennessee

© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by E. V. Hill)
Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers. Copyright – E. V. Hill, 2003.
The Lord said to me, “I did not call you in the light of your righteousness, but
I called you in spite of your sins.”
p. 38
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v. 8 O Lord, we and our kings, our princes and our fathers are covered with
shame because we have sinned against you.

Peterson paraphrases verse 8:
Oh yes, GOD, we’ve been exposed in our shame, all of us—our kings,
leaders, parents—before the whole world. And deservedly so, because of
our sin.
pp. 1599-1600
Daniel uses a little phrase THREE TIMES that begins with the word
“BECAUSE.” The first occurrence is the last phrase in verse 7:
“because of our unfaithfulness to you.”
Now, here in verse 8:
“BECAUSE WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST YOU.”
Then, that same phrase is repeated in verse 11:
“BECAUSE WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST YOU.”
This THREE-FOLD ACKNOWLEDGEMENT on the part of Daniel is actually
vindicating the Lord and His righteousness in what has taken place in the lives
of the people of God.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Daniel then acknowledged that God is righteous . . . and just in disciplining
Israel for her unfaithfulness, for which she was covered with shame . . . and
dispersed (scattered) into foreign countries.
p. 1360
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Miller says:
This “shame” was the disgrace of the captivity and the destruction of the land
of Israel.
Israel was in a present state (“this day”) of disgrace that had continued
since the days of the Babylonian conquests. Jerusalem was still in ruins, and
the whole land was virtually desolate. Daniel was emphasizing the fact that
Israel’s past sins were continuing to bring dishonor upon the nation.
p. 246

Baldwin says:
They have been humiliated for the wrong they have done. ‘They” includes not
only the people of Judah but all Israel also, that is, the northern tribes who had
been deported by the Assyrians.
p. 166
Daniel is acknowledging that their “UNFAITHFULNESS” was not an accident.
It was a DELIBERATE ACT in that they had sinned against the Lord.

(The Incredible Power of Kingdom Authority: Getting An Upper Hand on the
Underworld by Adrian Rogers) Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman.
Copyright – Adrian Rogers, 2002.
Adam had been a holy temple with the Spirit of God abiding in him. But
now, that temple was defiled by sin, and God left it desolate. Sin separates, and
God moved out of Adam’s spirit. The temple that was afire with the presence of
God’s glory, a manifestation of his heavenly glory on earth, is now spiritually
void. The Lord went out of Adam, and because the Lord went out, the life went
out as well. And when the life went out, the light went out.

p. 38

•
•
•

Adam was now without the LORD—depraved.
Adam was now without the LIFE—dead.
Adam was now without the LIGHT—darkened.

Daniel/Study#17 – Daniel 9_1-19.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

69

(Write ‘em Cowboy! by Peggy Godfrey) Lake City, CO: Peter Carlyle Elliot
Publishing. Copyright – Peggy Godfrey, 1993.
Green-Horse Hash
Aha! You laugh at the title
No doubt you’d laugh at my lunch
If you’d seen it there on the mountain
As we cowpunchers started to bunch
In the meadow sometime close to midday.
I opened my saddlebags
Lunch was beyond recognition.
You know when the cowdog gags
That lunchtime has gone awry.
My young horse managed to mash
My lunch with leaping and lurching
Now I’ve got green-horse hash.
The peanut butter and jelly glued
The bread crumbs to the can
Of mangled Vienna sausages
That leaked until it ran
Into the bag of gummy bears
Through a baggie rip—
At least the water jug survived.
My rugged uphill trip.
Instead of seven cookies
I gulped a hundred crumbs
You’d think I’d get some sympathy
From those sorry bums.

p. 74

Ya should see ‘em chuckle
Their humor was so brash
I let ‘em swim in envy
As I downed my green-horse hash.

Daniel/Study#17 – Daniel 9_1-19.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

70

v. 9 The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled
against him;

Peterson paraphrases verse 9:
“‘Compassion is our only hope, the compassion of you, the Master,
our God, since in our rebellion we’ve forfeited our rights.
p. 1600
The only hope for any of us is the hope that God is TWO THINGS:
1.

“MERCIFUL” and

2.

“FORGIVING.”

We who have been to the CROSS and have had our sins washed away can say
truly:
YES! THE LORD IS MERCIFUL AND FORGIVING EVEN THOUGH
WE HAVE REBELLED AGAINST HIM.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
God’s discipline did not mean that He had withheld mercy . . . and forgiveness
from His people, but it meant that He, being righteous, must punish people’s
rebellion and disobedience . . . They refused to keep God’s laws . . .
p. 1360

Miller says:
This verse begins literally, “To the Lord our God are the mercies and the
forgiveness.” In the Hebrew these plurals are intensive, emphasizing God’s
great and manifold “mercies” and his abundant forgiveness.
p. 246
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Once again you sense DANIEL’S MEDITATION in Jeremiah when Jeremiah
says in Lamentations:
Lamentations 3:22, 23 (KJV)
It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his
compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy
faithfulness.

(Victory in Jesus; Running the Race You Are Meant to Win by E. V. Hill)
Chicago, Illinois: Moody Publishers. Copyright – E. V. Hill, 2003.
When God says no that’s as much an answer to prayer as yes.
Someone might say, “I prayed, and God didn’t hear me.” Yes He did. He
hears the faintest whisper. He heard your prayers, but in His divine wisdom
and for His own reasons He said no.
We are not accustomed, nor prepared, to have no for an answer. But the
apostle says, you’ve got too much good in your life from God’s hand to be
downhearted. When I don’t have it, I’m thanking God for what I’m about to
receive. When it passes me by, I thank Him for having the wisdom to deny it.
You’ve got to know how to abound and be denied. Verse 12 goes on to say, “I
know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: everywhere and in all
things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both [how] to abound
and to suffer need.” You cannot match your demand with what you deserve.
You can’t go around and say, “I demand it, because I deserve it.” Whatever He
gives you comes from His undeserved favor. His gifts are evidences of His favor;
we could do nothing to merit them.
p. 19
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v. 10 we have not obeyed the Lord our God or kept the laws he gave us through
his servants the prophets.

Peterson paraphrases verse 10:
We paid no attention to you when you told us how to live, the clear
teaching that came through your servants the prophets.
p. 1600
Daniel is saying that because we have rebelled against the Lord, it has
manifested itself in our:
“NOT [OBEYING] THE LORD OUR GOD OR [IN KEEPING] THE LAWS
HE GAVE US THROUGH HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS.”
Even though the Lord is “merciful and forgiving” we have “rebelled” in that:
“WE HAVE NOT OBEYED THE LORD OUR GOD OR KEPT THE LAWS
HE GAVE US THROUGH HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS.”
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v. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you.
Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses,
the servant of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned
against you.

Peterson paraphrases verse 11:
All of us in Israel ignored what you said. We defied your instructions and
did what we pleased. And now we’re paying for it: The solemn curse
written out plainly in the revelation to God’s servant Moses is now doing
its work among us, the wages of our sin against you.
p. 1600
“ALL ISRAEL” has done THREE THINGS:
1.

“TRANSGRESSED YOUR LAW,”

2.

“TURNED AWAY,” and

3.

“REFUSING TO OBEY YOU.”

The word “THEREFORE” in the middle of the verse tells us the LORD’S
RESPONSE to this THREE-FOLD ACTION on the part of “ALL ISRAEL”:
“THEREFORE THE CURSES AND SWORN JUDGMENTS WRITTEN
IN THE LAW OF MOSES, THE SERVANT OF GOD, HAVE BEEN
POURED OUT ON US.”
And then that THIRD “BECAUSE” PHRASE:
“BECAUSE WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST YOU.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Because of her rebellion and disobedience Israel was experiencing the curses and
. . . judgments written by Moses . . . in Deuteronomy 28:15-68.
p. 1360
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Bible.org says:
[The curse is because they broke the law.] “Daniel’s confession of sin is precisely
what is required of Israel in order to be forgiven and restored.”
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

(What’s Next? God, Israel and the Future of Iraq by Charles H. Dyer) Chicago,
IL: Moody Publisher. Copyright – Charles H. Dyer, 2004.
Israel’s conditional possession of the land, based on obedience, is between
her and God. It’s God who can sovereignly choose to remove her from the land;
it’s God who puts her back in the land. And since Israel is in the land right now,
God must have a purpose for them being there, even if they are not there in
obedience.
But God promised Abraham that He would bless those who blessed him
and curse those who cursed him. Our job, therefore, is to make sure we’re a
blessing to the Jewish people. Biblically speaking, then, we do need to support
Israel’s right to exist as a nation.
p. 85

(Growing Slowly Wise: Building a Faith that Works by David Roper) Grand
Rapids, MI: Discovery House. Copyright – David Roper, 2000.
As George MacDonald put it so well, “God will carry us in His arms until we can
walk, and He will carry us when we cannot walk. But He will not carry us in
His arms if we will not walk.”
p. 39
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Campbell says:
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And such sin brought its inevitable dire results. First, Israel’s sin brought
the shame of the dispersion and captivity . . . and second, it brought the curse of
God upon them . . . Surely Daniel had in mind such warnings as Leviticus 26:14-39
and Deuteronomy 28:15-68. In the latter passage especially, God set before His
people two options: blessing for obedience or cursing for disobedience. Choosing
disobedience, Israel tasted the bitter curses and learned that sin inevitable brings
divine judgment.
It still does. The mills of God may grind slowly, but they do “grind
exceeding fine.”
p. 106

J. Vernon McGee says:
They deserved the punishment they had received. God was righteous in sending
them into captivity. God was right; they were wrong.
Oh, my friend, if you go to God and make excuses for your sin, if you say
to Him, “Lord, you know that I am weak and I was in this and that
circumstance,” you are blaming your sin upon God. You are saying that God
made a mistake—He should have taken those things into consideration. He has
been too hard on you! My friend, you and I are getting exactly what we deserve.
And we need to go to God in confession of our sin. In our day I hear folk
implying that God may be wrong in what He is doing. God is not wrong; we are
the ones who are wrong.
p. 585
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PUT GOD FIRST
PSALM 88:13
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To You I have cried out, O LORD, and in the morning my prayer comes before you.
I remember reading about a great prayer warrior, Andrew Murray, who
said that sometimes he had so much to do, he had to add an extra hour to his
prayers. As a flawed human being, I have often rushed through my day trying
to accomplish my work without taking time to pray. Those are the times I get to
the end of the day fatigued, frustrated, and with a sense of failure.
But if, by the discipline of my heart, I push my work aside and refuse to
tackle it until I have met with God and hallowed His name, my work is energized.
I don’t know how it happens, but it does. More things happen in less time. Better
things happen that would not happen otherwise. I’m not a mystic, nor am I trying
to read something into this that isn’t there. I’m just saying that when you put
God first, God takes care of you. He takes care of the things you need.
p. 162
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v. 12 You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against our rulers by
bringing upon us great disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has
ever been done like what has been done to Jerusalem.

Peterson paraphrases verse 12:
You did to us and our rulers what you said you would do: You brought
this catastrophic disaster on us, the worst disaster on record—and in
Jerusalem!
p. 1600
There are TWO KEY PHRASES in verse 12:
1.

“YOU HAVE FULFILLED THE WORDS SPOKEN AGAINST US”
and

2.

“[YOU ARE] BRINGING UPON US GREAT DISASTER.”

Deuteronomy 4:32
Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day God
created man on the earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other.
Has anything so great as this ever happened, or has anything like it ever
been heard of?

Gangel says:
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Certainly it is worth noticing that this prayer contains no word of petition
yet. That will come in verse 16; but throughout the prayer up to this point Daniel
remained on his face, spiritually pleading his recognition and understanding of
why all this disaster has come upon us. Even after severe punishment
(we could say many severe punishments), Israel refused to turn their hearts to
God. Even as Daniel prayed this prayer, he knew in his heart that his fellow
countrymen had adopted the secular patterns of Babylonian/Persian culture and
their hearts rarely burned for the glories of the “Beautiful Land” (8:9; 11:16).
p. 249
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v. 13 Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon
us, yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by turning from
our sins and giving attention to your truth.

Peterson paraphrases verse 13:
“‘Just as written in God’s revelation to Moses, the catastrophe was
total. Nothing was held back. We kept at our sinning, never giving you a
second thought,
p. 1600
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Daniel is saying that even though “ALL THIS DISASTER HAS COME UPON US”
there are still TWO THINGS we have not done:
1.

“WE HAVE NOT SOUGHT THE FAVOR OF THE LORD OUR
GOD BY TURNING FROM OUR SINS” and

2.

“[WE ARE NOT] GIVING ATTENTION TO YOUR TRUTH.”

This is why Daniel is so passionate about these matters. The people do not
qualify for restoration because of these OBVIOUS ACTS OF DISOBEDIENCE.
The people are:
“[NOT] TURNING FROM [THEIR] SINS” and
“[NOT] GIVING ATTENTION TO [THE] TRUTH” which is expressed in
the Scriptures.
2 Chronicles 7:14
if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
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I saw a BUMPER STICKER the other day that epitomizes our culture:
MY BODY IS NOT A TEMPLE BUT AN AMUSEMENT PARK.
We are living in days of degradation and desecration. The THEME SONG is:
EAT, DRINK AND BE MERRY FOR TOMORROW WE DIE!

Patrick & Lowth say of verse 13:
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A devout acknowledgment of God’s justice and providence, in making his judgments
exactly fulfil the threatenings denounced many ages before by Moses . . .
p. 668

(Growing Slowly Wise: Building a Faith that Works by David Roper) Grand
Rapids, MI: Discovery House. Copyright – David Roper, 2000.
Some years ago National Public Radio carried an interview with
Madeleine L’Engle, in which she spoke at length of the relationship between
faith and imagination. She ended with this story that comes from the Jewish
rabbinical tradition: “A student came to a rabbi and asked, ‘In Isaiah why is
God’s Word written on their hearts instead of being in their hearts?’ The rabbi
answered, “They are not yet ready for that. It is on their hearts so that when
their hearts are broken the Word might fall in.’”
p. 31

(Love Beyond Reason by John Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright
– John Ortberg, 1998.
Paul Tournier wrote, “To live is to choose. It is through the making of
successive and resolute choices that man traces out his life.”
Some people are so afraid of being disappointed by their choice they avoid
making choices at all.
p. 82
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v. 14 The Lord did not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us, for the Lord our
God is righteous in everything he does; yet we have not obeyed him.

Peterson paraphrases verse 14:
oblivious to your clear warning, and so you had no choice but to let the
disaster loose on us in full force. You, our GOD, had a perfect right to do
this since we persistently and defiantly ignored you.
p. 1600

Smith says:
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To this point Daniel’s prayer is employed in making a full and heart-broken
confession of sin. He vindicates fully the course of the Lord, acknowledging their
sins to be the cause of all their calamities, as God had threatened them by the
prophet Moses. And he does not discriminate in favor of himself. No selfrighteousness appears in his petition. And although he had suffered long for
others’ sins, enduring seventy years of captivity for the wrongs of his people,
himself meanwhile living a godly life, and receiving signal honors and blessings
from the Lord, he brings no accusations against any one to the exclusion of others,
pleads no sympathy for himself as a victim of others’ wrongs, but ranks himself in
with the rest, and says, We have sinned, and unto us belongs confusion of face.
And he acknowledges that they had not heeded the lessons God designed to teach
them by their afflictions, by turning again unto him.
p. 235
“THE LORD DID NOT HESITATE TO BRING DISASTER UPON US” because
of our unfaithfulness to Him and because we had sinned against Him.
Once again Daniel vindicates the Lord by saying:
“GOD IS RIGHTEOUS IN EVERYTHING HE DOES.”
Then the DISCIPLINE comes:
“YET WE HAVE NOT OBEYED HIM.”
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When the DISCIPLINE COMES, we should be asking:
WHAT HAVE I DONE? and

WHAT DO I NEED TO LEARN?

This had not happened as yet with Judah during these seventy years of
captivity.
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v. 15 Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty
hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have
sinned, we have done wrong.

Peterson paraphrases verse 15:
“‘Master, you are our God, for you delivered your people from the
land of Egypt in a show of power—people are still talking about it! We
confess that we have sinned, that we have lived bad lives.
p. 1600
Daniel is making reference to being delivered “OUT OF EGYPT.” I think in the
back of his mind he is hoping that the Lord is merciful and compassionate
enough to deliver the nation out of Babylon.
The problem still remains, however:
1.

“WE HAVE SINNED” and

2.

“WE HAVE DONE WRONG.”

LORD, WE ARE THE REASON WE ARE IN THIS MESS!

Patrick & Lowth say:

We have sinned, we have done wickedly.] The entire sense is, Although
we have sinned, and are unworthy of the continuance of thy mercies, yet deal
with us according to all thy righteousness, as it follows.
p. 668
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Gangel says:

Whatever the sins of the past, the God of mercy promises that the future can be
better through his forgiveness and restoration. In the Bible, hope quite
regularly arises out of recollection of the past.
p. 250

Campbell says:
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Finally, after such prolonged, intense, and sincere confession, Daniel
makes a brief but earnest petition. But before he does, the prophet reminds God
that He had once delivered His people out of Egypt (v. 15), that His people the
Jews and Jerusalem the holy city are now a cause for reproach among nearby
nations (v. 16), and that He is known as a God of mercy (v. 18).
The petition itself is expressed with great intensity of feeling, the verbs
falling like blows of a hammer (v. 19):
“O Lord, hear” this prayer and especially the petition about to be expressed.
“O Lord, forgive” the sin of the people in exile.
“O Lord, hearken and do,” that is, give heed to the pressing need of the
Jews and take action to deliver them.
“Defer not” to bring to an end to the 70-year captivity in keeping with
Jeremiah’s prophecy.
It is in this petition that Daniel centers his hopes. The 70 years are all but
completed, and the prophet longs for the fulfillment of God’s gracious promises to
Israel regarding His city and His people. “Defer not!” But defer God would. For
though a small remnant would soon return to the land, the glorious restoration of
the kingdom age foretold in such prophecies as that of Amos (9:11-15) must wait.
p. 107

Walvoord says:

In his progression of thought, having laid fully the groundwork by confession
of sin and recognition of the righteousness and mercies of God, Daniel now turns to
the burden of his prayer—that God would, in keeping with His righteousness and
according to His mercies, forgive and restore the people of Israel.
pp. 210-211

Daniel/Study#17 – Daniel 9_1-19.doc

(Experiencing God Day-By-Day: The Devotional and Journal by Henry T.
Blackaby and Richard Blackaby) Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman.
Copyright – Henry Blackaby and Richard Blackaby, 1997.
Prayer does not give you spiritual power. Prayer aligns your life with God
so that He chooses to demonstrate His power through you. The purpose of
prayer is not to convince God to change your circumstances but to prepare you to
be involved in God’s activity.
The fervent prayer of the people at Pentecost did not induce the Holy
Spirit to come upon them. Prayer brought them to a place where they were
ready to participate in the mighty work God had already planned.
p. 257
Jesus does not need your resolutions, your recommitments, or your promises to
try harder this year. If your resolve to obey God last year did not help you to be
faithful, it will not make you successful this year. Jesus asks for your love. If
you truly love Him, your service for Him in the new year will be of the quality
that He desires.
p. 1
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v. 16 O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and
your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the
iniquities of our fathers have made Jerusalem and your people an object of
scorn to all those around us.

Peterson paraphrases verse 16:
Following the lines of what you have always done in setting things right,
setting people right, please stop being so angry with Jerusalem, your very
own city, your holy mountain. We know it’s our fault that this has
happened, all because of our sins and our parents’ sins, and now we’re an
embarrassment to everyone around us. We’re a blot on the neighborhood.
p. 1600
Daniel now turns:
from CONFESSION
to SUPPLICATION.
He is asking the Lord for TWO THINGS here in verse 16. “IN KEEPING WITH
[HIS] RIGHTEOUS ACTS”:
1.

“TURN AWAY YOUR ANGER” and

2.

“TURN AWAY . . . YOUR WRATH FROM JERUSALEM.”

He then focuses on the fact that this “CITY” is His city. In verse 16 he still
acknowledges with a PETITION.
The REASON the situation has arisen is because:
“OUR SINS AND THE INIQUITIES OF OUR FATHERS HAVE MADE
JERUSALEM AND YOUR PEOPLE AN OBJECT OF SCORN TO ALL
THOSE AROUND US.”
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Daniel begins his PETITION by mentioning TWO THINGS. The same things
with which he began his confession:
1.

GOD’S GREATNESS and

2.

THE PEOPLE’S SINS.

Bible.org titles this section:
Daniel’s Prayer of Petition
(9:16-19)
Beginning at verse 16, a change is evident in Daniels’ prayer. . . .
(1) In the earlier [prayer] Daniel asked for nothing. . . .
(2) Daniel’s request is according to God’s Promises . . .
(3) Daniel’s petition is God-centered. . . . In confession, we focus on our sins,
while Daniel focuses on God’s righteousness. In petition, we focus on our needs,
while Daniel focuses on God’s purposes and His glory.
(4) Daniels’ petitions are made in accordance with God’s character.
(5) Daniel’s request is for God to act in His own best interest and glory. An
alarming tendency exists in Christian circles (often in contemporary Christian
music) of thinking of God as being “there for me.” The fact is we are “here for
Him.” He is using all creation, all mankind, for His glory. . . . Daniel’s petition is
not for God to act in the way that best “meets man’s needs” (as perceived by
man), but rather for God to act in His own best interest. When we act in our
own best interest, it is almost always at the expense of others. But when God
acts in His own best interest, it is always for the good of His own (see Romans
8:28). Daniel therefore petitions God to act for His sake . . .
I wonder how radical would be the change in our prayer life if we petitioned God
as Daniel has done.
(6) Daniel’s request is for grace, mercy, and compassion. Daniel realizes that
Israel’s return, restoration, and future blessings are contingent upon God’s
forgiveness. . . . [we] cannot ask for anything but grace and mercy. . . . [Daniel]
did not claim . . . He pleaded . . .
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 8:1-25 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)
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It is awfully good for us to remember that He is not here for us, but that we are
here for Him.
In this passage of Scripture there are SEVENTY-ONE references to THE LORD
in these NINETEEN VERSES.

Miller is saying:
The point is that justice had been served. Israel had been punished for their
sins, and now it would be right (“just”) for God to restore the nation . . .
p. 248

David Jeremiah says:
The whole character of his prayer is wrapped up in this verse: “O Lord, in
keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath from
Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our fathers
have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those around us”
(Dan. 9:16).
Daniel went to God and said, “God, everybody is talking about us as Your
people. They are saying that You have forgotten us. God, for Your own glory
and honor, for the sake of Your worth, I beg of You, restore us to the place of
honor we once knew.”
p. 182
Where as we have had:
CONFESSION in verses 1-15, we now turn to
SUPPLICATION in verses 16-19.
The CENTER OF HIS SUPPLICATION in verse 16 is upon the “CITY.”
In verse 17 it is upon the “SANCTUARY.”
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v. 17 Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your
sake, O Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary.

Peterson paraphrases verse 17:
So listen, God, to this determined prayer of your servant. Have mercy on
your ruined Sanctuary.
p. 1600
Daniel asks God to “HEAR [HIS] PRAYERS AND PETITIONS.” He calls
himself the Lord’s “SERVANT.” He then says:
“FOR YOUR SAKE, O LORD, LOOK WITH FAVOR ON YOUR
DESOLATE SANCTUARY.”
It is not only the city of Jerusalem, that is “DESOLATE,” it is the
“SANCTUARY”—the place of meeting with the Lord that likewise has been
destroyed.
He is asking of the Lord TWO THINGS here:
1.

“HEAR” and

2.

“LOOK WITH FAVOR.”

Numbers 6:24-26
““‘The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon
you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you
peace.”’

Daniel/Study#17 – Daniel 9_1-19.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

89

Walvoord says:
The eloquence of Daniel’s prayer now reaches its crescendo. How it must
have delighted the ears of God to have heard His devoted servant present His
petitions. How it must have moved the heart of God to have heard Daniel say,
“O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our
desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our
supplications before thee for our righteousness, but for thy great mercies.” If
prayer to God can be called persuasive, Daniel’s prayer certainly merits this
description. Daniel in his holy life, his careful preparation in approaching God,
his uncompromising confession of sin, and his appeal to God’s holy character as
the One who is both righteous and merciful, illustrates the kind of prayer that
God delights to answer. Daniel, led by the Spirit of God, had expressed precisely
the prayer that God wanted to hear and wanted to answer.
In closing his prayer, Daniel once again beseeches God to hear, to forgive,
to do, to defer not, all for God’s own sake, for God’s city Jerusalem, for God’s
people Israel, who are called by the name of the Lord. As Tatford has well said,
“The prayer is one of the most remarkable in the pages of Holy Writ.”17
pp. 212-13

Feinberg says:
. . . Someone has well said that Daniel’s argument for the restoration of Israel
was based on (1) the confession of sin; (2) the character o God; and (3) the
condition of the city and Temple; and it was on behalf of the people. By all these
considerations, it pleased God to have mercy on His people and on their land.
p. 123

Peterson paraphrases verse 17 so beautifully:
So listen, God, to this determined prayer of your servant. Have mercy on
your ruined Sanctuary.
p. 1600
Here in verse 17 it is the “SANCTUARY.”
Back in verse 16 it was the city of “Jerusalem.”
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Pastor’s Illness Provides Time for Prayer
It came by way of two ruptured lumbar discs. The doctor prescribed six weeks of
total rest. The horrible pain prevented me from lying in bed. Those weeks were
spent on my back on the floor. My eyes didn’t focus well, due to the pain-killers
and muscle relaxants, so I could scarcely read.
I was of no use to the church, I thought. So I asked my wife to bring me the
pictorial directory. I decided I’d pray for every member, every day. It took me
nearly two hours. This was no great piety; mainly I was bored and frustrated.
But toward the end of my convalescence, I said to the Lord, “You know, these
times of prayer have become sweet. It’s too bad I don’t have time to do this when
I’m at work.”
“Stupid,” the Lord replied pleasantly, “you have the same 24 hours each day
when you’re well. The trouble with you, Ben, is when you’re well, you think
you’re in charge; when you’re sick, you know you’re not.”
Citation: Men of Integrity (July/August 2004), Vol. 7, No. 4; adapted from
Ben Patterson, Deepening Your Conversation with God (Bethany, 2001)
© 2004 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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v. 18 Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city
that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are
righteous, but because of your great mercy.

Peterson paraphrases verse 18:
Act out of who you are, not out of what we are.
“‘Turn your ears our way, God, and listen. Open your eyes and take
a long look at our ruined city, this city named after you. We know that we
don’t deserve a hearing from you. Our appeal is to your compassion. This
prayer is our last and only hope:
p. 1600
Where as his petition invited the Lord to “hear” and “look with favor” in
verse 17, his PETITION IS THREE-FOLD here in verse 18:
1.

“GIVE EAR,”

2.

“HEAR,” and

3.

“OPEN YOUR EYES.”

He not only wants the Lord to “HEAR” what he has to say, he wants the Lord to:
“SEE THE DESOLATION OF THE CITY THAT BEARS [HIS] NAME.”
He then, once again, uses the word “BECAUSE”:
“WE DO NOT MAKE REQUESTS OF YOU BECAUSE WE ARE
RIGHTEOUS, BUT BECAUSE OF YOUR GREAT MERCY.”
We are not asking You to do something because we deserve it, we are asking You
to do something because of “YOUR GREAT MERCY.” That You would be moved
to act in “MERCY” in our behalf.
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Deuteronomy 3:24
“O Sovereign Lord, you have begun to show to your servant your greatness
and your strong hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who
can do the deeds and mighty works you do?

Miller says:
Now Daniel passionately pleaded with God to “give ear” (lit., “turn” or
“bend your ear”) and “hear” his request. The picture is of a person bending the
ear in order to hear more clearly. God was being asked to listen intently to the
prophet’s prayer (and possibly also to the insulting words being spoken about
Yahweh by the heathen). The Lord was then implored to “open” (“open please!”)
his eyes and observe the plight of the Jewish people and the condition of
Jerusalem.
“The desolation of the city” is literally “our desolations and the city,”
indicating that more than the devastation of Jerusalem was meant. All the
calamities that had come upon the nation and its people were involved.
p. 249

Phillips & Vines say:
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The prophet’s prayer is nearly over. He turned finally to God and his
compassion (9:18-19). Daniel had two last pleas. He had a plea based on God’s
gracious nature (9:18), on his mercy. The desolation of Jerusalem was terrible.
The Babylonian troops had done a thorough job. They had attacked the city
three times. The last time, they made sure they would never have to besiege it
again. We have Nehemiah’s testimony to the destruction (Nehemiah 2:13-14).
When the work of reconstruction was well underway, the builders were still
discouraged. “There is much rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall,”
they complained (Nehemiah 4:10).
The condition of a man’s house is a reflection on the man. We remember
the dismay with which David Balfour surveyed the ruins of the house of Shaws in
which his miserly Uncle Ebenezer was content to live. The neglected condition of
the property was an eloquent advertisement of the miserliness of the laird.
Daniel ventured to make an almost daring appeal to God. “Listen!” he
said in effect, “Listen to what the heathen are saying about you. Look at the
ruins which were once the temple and at the shambles which once were the city
associated with your name.”
p. 142
Daniel/Study#17 – Daniel 9_1-19.doc

v. 19 O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my
God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 19:
“‘Master, listen to us!
Master, forgive us!
Master, look at us and do something!
Master, don’t put us off!
Your city and your people are named after you:
You have a stack in us!’
p. 1600
There are FIVE QUICK, BRISK PETITIONS in verse 19. “O LORD”:
1.

“LISTEN,”

2.

“FORGIVE,”

3.

“HEAR,”

4.

“ACT . . . FOR YOUR SAKE,” and

5.

“DO NOT DELAY.”
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We can put all TEN OF THOSE TOGETHER in verses 17-19 and feel the
passion and personal desire for the Lord to “ACT” AS A RESULT OF HIS
PRAYERS:
1.

“hear,”

2.

“look with favor,”

3.

“give ear,”

4.

“hear,”

5.

“open your eyes,”

6.

“LISTEN,”

7.

“FORGIVE,”

8.

“HEAR,”

9.

“ACT,” and

10.

“DO NOT DELAY.”

You will notice that he REPEATS “HEAR’ THREE TIMES out of those
TEN REQUESTS. He is deeply desirous to have the Lord bend His ear and
“HEAR” what he is asking of Him.

Phillips & Vines say:
Daniel’s last plea, based on God’s great name (9:19), is a series of
exclamations of emotion and distress. He flung himself on God (9:19).
Behind the multitude, led by Ezra and Zerubbabel, which shortly
afterward set forth bravely to reclaim and resettle the promised land, we see the
bent figure of aged Daniel bowed in prayer before the throne of God. As we
think of the sins of our land, where the light of the gospel has shone so long, as
we think of judgment on the horizon, surely we should take Daniel’s prayer and
make it our own.
p. 143

Daniel/Study#17 – Daniel 9_1-19.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

95

Miller says:
In v. 19 the prayer reaches a passionate crescendo as the prophet
concludes with short staccatolike sentences reflecting the emotion that filled his
heart. God is addressed “O Lord” three times in this verse, emphasizing his
sovereign power and ability to answer this prayer.
Daniel pleaded with the Lord to “listen,” “forgive,” “hear,” and “act.”
God was being entreated to direct his attention to the Jews’ situation and to do
something about it. Quick action was requested (“do not delay”) because the
Lord’s own reputation was at stake. Each day that Jerusalem lay in ruins and
the Jewish people were in exile brought more shame to Israel’s God. Therefore
Daniel reminded him again that “your city and your people bear your Name.”
p. 249

Feinberg says:
. . . These short, staccato petitions betrayed the intensity and fervor in the
prophet’s heart. There was certainly no intimation of irreverence or disrespect,
but there was the deepest sense of urgency.
p. 124

Young says:
The intensity of conviction and importunity expressed in this prayer well serve
as a model for the attitude in all true prayer.
p. 189

Wiersbe says:
God answered Daniel’s prayer. The next year, Cyrus issued a decree that
permitted the Jews to return to their land, take the temple treasures with them,
rebuild the temple, and restore the worship. What a remarkable ministry
Daniel had in Babylon! He was counselor to four kings, intercessor for the
people of Israel, a faithful witness to the true and living God, and the author of
one of the basic books of prophecy in the Old Testament.
p. 112
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Blair says:
There are many lessons to be gleaned from Daniel’s prayer but I think the
one all of us need especially is that of Daniel’s fervency. He really prayed. He
was serious, his petitions were not idle words – each one came from a heart torn
by stress and trial, with a holy concern to see God work.
p. 185

Showers says:
Daniel concluded his prayer by vigorously assailing the throne of God with
a bombardment of requests. He asked God to hear, forgive, listen and act.
Finally, he begged God not to delay His favorable action on behalf of the people
and city that were called by His name.
This last request gives a clue concerning why Daniel prayed such an
intense prayer of repentance at this time. In one of the Jeremiah passages . . .
which Daniel had read, God had declared that He would end the captivity in
conjunction with Israel calling upon, praying to and searching for God with all
his heart. Knowing that the designated conclusion of the captivity was near,
Daniel feared that God might delay the conclusion if the Jews didn’t call upon
Him with prayers of repentance. In order to prevent such a delay, Daniel began
to do the very thing that would bring an end to the captivity.
pp. 114-115

Haskell says:
“O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not for thine
own sake, O my God, for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.” Such
was the entreaty of a burdened heart. Such were the words with which Daniel
approached his God. He was acquainted with the Father, and knew that his
words reached the throne of heaven. Faith and prayer are the two arms which
mortal man may entwine around the neck of Infinite Love.
p. 121
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J. Vernon McGee says:
This is the climactic plea of Daniel. He asks God to hear and answer because of
who He is and what He has promised. No good thing rests upon Israel. Daniel
doesn’t plead because he is Daniel. Rather, he associates himself with his people
and says, “We have sinned,” including himself, you see. God’s name is at stake,
and Daniel is deeply concerned about the name of God and the glory of God.
This is the basis for his plea.
p. 585

Gangel says:
Daniel’s heart was breaking, and the petitions gushed forth like a great
flood. He reminded God that Jerusalem is “your city, your holy hill” (9:16), your
desolate sanctuary . . . the city that bears your Name. In Daniel’s view God’s
reputation was at stake in the pagan world. In this portion of the prayer, Daniel
switched from the term Jehovah to Adonai and Elohim, which actually occur at
verse 15 and seem to center in Daniel’s appeal to God’s total sovereignty over his
people, his nation, and his world.
As we read these verses, we enter the holy of holies with the aging
prophet. We can almost see his tears and hear his breaking voice as he cried
out, O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act!
p. 251
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(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom) Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell.
Copyright – Corrie ten Boom, 1977, 2003.
Prayer is such an important power. In the concentration camp, seven hundred
of us lived in a room built for two hundred people. We were all dirty, nervous,
and tense. One day a horrible fight broke out amongst the prisoners. Betsie
began to pray aloud. It was as if a storm laid down, until at last all was quiet.
Then Betsie said, “Thank you, Father.” A tired old woman was used by the Lord
to save the situation for seven hundred fellow prisoners through her prayers.
Here then is my charge. First, supplications, prayers, intercessions and
thanksgivings should be made on behalf of all men.
1 Timothy 2:1 PHILLIPS

p. 63

There may be days of darkness and distress,
When sin has power to tempt, and care to press.
Yet in the darkest day I will not fear,
For ‘midst the shadows, you will still be near.
Thank you, Lord Jesus.

(Brokenness: The Heart God Revives by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL:
Moody Press. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2002.

Come as the fire, and purge our hearts
With sacrificial flame;
Let our whole soul an offering be
To our Redeemer’s Name.
p. 17

—ANDREW REED

To be broken is the beginning of revival.
It is painful, it is humiliating,
but it is the only way.
—ROY HESSION1
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1. Roy Hession, The Calvary Road (Fort Washington, Pa.: Christian Literature Crusade, 1990), 21.

p. 45
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(Brokenness: The Heart God Revives by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL:
Moody Press. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2002.

It is a wonder what God can do with a broken heart,
if He gets all the pieces.
p. 29

—SAMUEL CHADWICK

(Everybody’s Normal Till You Get to Know Them by John Ortberg) Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – John Ortberg, 2003.
Instead, he does a wonderful thing. He asks the woman, “Where are all
the stone throwers? Has no one condemned you?”
Jesus is not really asking for their whereabouts. He is making a point.
He is saying, “You and these men are really not so different after all. They are
broken sinners; you are a broken sinner. For all their spiritual superiority, you
all are really in the same boat. Is there not a single sinless stone thrower left to
let you have it?”
“No one, sir.”
“Okay. Me neither, then. No more condemnation.”
p. 102
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(Let’s Roll! Ordinary People, Extraordinary Courage by Lisa Beamer with Ken
Abraham) Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright – Lisa Beamer, 2002.
Todd was not a Hollywood hunk or a comic-book superhero. He was an
ordinary guy with ordinary faith in a great God. Not long ago I was going
through some files on our computer and found Todd’s description of his faith. He
had been planning to do some short-term missions work with our church, and as
part of the application, he had to write out his testimony. As I read it, I was
once again impressed at his humility and how insignificant Todd thought he was
in the eternal scheme of things. Todd wrote:
I have had stops and starts in building my relationship with God. . . .
I screw up, I let him down, and I do not always spend time with God the
way I should. This is because I am trying to force the relationship and
steer it in the direction I want it to go. That doesn’t work, and only leads
to frustration.
However, each time I come to God to ask for forgiveness, he is there
for me. Each time I ask God for help and guidance, he is there for me.
Each time I cry out in frustration and pain, he is there for me.
While my relationship with God is far from perfect . . . God has
been there for me time and again, and has expressed his love and grace
for me. Although at times I have taken God for granted . . . my experience
has been that God is patient and waiting for us to come to him. Once we
come to him and give more of our lives to him, he will give more of himself
to us.
pp. 302-303

(Slaying the Giants in Your Life: You Can Win the Battle and Live Victoriously
by David Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: W Publishing Group / Thomas Nelson.
Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2001.
Tomorrow changes everything. Today is the day God chose to get your
attention, and with God there are no coincidences. So the Bible makes this point
again and again: Don’t delay! Don’t push it back. Don’t lose the moment.
Augustine said, “God has promised forgiveness to your repentance, but He has
not promised tomorrow to your procrastination.” Isaiah 55:6 says:

p. 166

Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him
while He is near.
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(A Table In The Presence by Lt. Carey H. Cash) Nashville, TN: W Publishing
Group, Thomas Nelson, Inc.; Copyright – Carey Cash, 2004.
Capturing the passion and simplicity of how we prayed in those
significant moments together is a prayer found in the official Marine Corps Field
Devotional Book. It is called “My Morning Offering.”
O God, for another day, for another morning, for another minute,
for another chance to live and serve You, I am truly grateful.
Do . . . this day free me:
from all fear of the future,
from all anxiety about tomorrow,
from all bitterness towards anyone,
from all cowardice in the face of danger,
from all laziness in the face of work,
from all failure before opportunity,
from all weakness when Your power is at hand.
But fill me
with Love that knows no barrier,
with Sympathy that reaches all,
with Courage that cannot be shaken,
with Faith strong enough for the darkness,
with Strength sufficient for my tasks,
with Loyalty to your Kingdom’s goal,
with Wisdom to meet life’s complexities,
with Power to lift me to You.
Be with me for another day, and use me as You will. Amen1
1. Marine Corps Devotional Field Book, “My Morning Offering,” p. 17.

pp. 120-121
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: The study of prophecy has moved the prophet Daniel to prayer.
LESSON #2: Daniel took literally what Jeremiah the prophet had predicted
with regard to the seventy years of captivity in Babylon.
LESSON #3: We have in this passage a beautiful picture of Daniel’s prayer life.
LESSON #4: The fervency of his prayer is seen in verse 3. He “turned to the
Lord God and he pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and
in sackcloth and ashes.”
LESSON #5: Daniel identifies with the people as he intercedes and confesses
not only for them, but for himself as well.
LESSON #6: He confesses six things the people have done: “we have sinned,”
“we have . . . done wrong,” “we have been wicked,” “we . . . have rebelled,”
“we have turned away from your commands and laws,” and “we have not
listened to your servants” (verses 5 & 6).
LESSON #7: “Lord, you are righteous . . . we are covered with shame” (verse 7).
LESSON #8: Daniel says, “The Lord . . . is merciful and forgiving” (verse 9).
LESSON #9: Daniel confesses three things: “All Israel has transgressed your
law,” “All Israel has . . . turned away,” and “All Israel has . . . [refused] to
obey” (verse 11).
LESSON #10: Daniel says the key is a right response and that right response
has not yet been done: (1) “we have not sought the favor of the Lord by
turning from our sins” and (2) we have not been “giving attention to your
truth” (verse 13).
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LESSON #11: “God is righteous in everything he does” (verse 14).
LESSON #12: The two petitions of Daniel’s fervent prayer in verse 17 are: “hear
the prayers” and “look with favor” (verse 17).
LESSON #13: The three petitions of verse 18 are: “give ear,” “hear,” and “open
your eyes.”
LESSON #14: The four petitions of verse 19 are: “O Lord, listen,” “O Lord,
forgive,” “O Lord, hear,” and act.
LESSON #15: It is good for us to remember that God is totally sovereign and in
complete control. As He has been in the past, He is in the present, and He
will continue to be in the future, forever.
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Sir Robert Anderson says:
While Daniel was thus “speaking in prayer’ Gabriel once more appeared to
him, —that same angel messenger who heralded in after times the Saviour’s
birth in Bethlehem,—and in answer to his supplication, delivered to the prophet
the great prediction of the seventy weeks.
p. 50

 Dan. ix. 21. See chap. viii.16.

Gangel gives us these principles to consider from the passage:
•
•
•
•
p. 253

Bible study is always great preparation for prayer.
A church that wants Christians to pray must be a church that teaches
Christians to love and understand their Bibles.
Before we worry about what the Bible means, we must have a solid
knowledge of what the Bible says.
Humility and brokenness form a significant part of biblical prayer
attitude.

(Unveiling the End Times in Our Time by Adrian Rogers) Nashville, TN:
Broadman & Holman. Copyright – Adrian Rogers, 2004.
Every child of God ought to be living that way—not as if Jesus Christ
were returning far off in the future, but as if He were coming today. Someone
has said, “We ought to be living as though Jesus died yesterday, rose this
morning, and is coming back this afternoon.” At any moment, Jesus Christ is
coming again. He is coming again in the flesh!
p. 25
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David Jeremiah says:
My friend, this is not a time to climb into a white robe, sit on a fence, and
get a stiff neck looking up into the sky, waiting for the Lord’s return. This is a
time to get busy for God. Use the powers and energy and gifting He gives you.
Maximize the time. Cash in on opportunities. One of the most simple objectives
of a Christian is not only to go to heaven, but to take as many people with you as
you can! Share the gospel, teach children, build up the weak, strengthen the
faltering, encourage the fallen, and reach a strong hand to those who are
hurting. In every good work, “occupy till I come,” said the Lord.
The road divides up ahead and we’ve already seen the warning signs.
It’s no time to fall asleep at the wheel.
p. 61
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