PART I
SESSION #2: Daniel 2:1-13
TEXT:
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

v. 1 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had
dreams; his mind was troubled and he could not sleep.
v. 2 So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters,
sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed.
When they came in and stood before the king,
v. 3 he said to them, “I have had a dream that troubles me and
I want to know what it means.”
v. 4 Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “O
king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will
interpret it.”
v. 5 The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have
firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and
interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses
turned into piles of rubble.
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v. 6 But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will
receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. So tell me
the dream and interpret it for me.”
v. 7 Once more they replied, “Let the king tell his servants the
dream, and we will interpret it.”
v. 8 Then the king answered, “I am certain that you are trying
to gain time, because you realize that this is what I have
firmly decided:
v. 9 If you do not tell me the dream, there is just one penalty
for you. You have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked
things, hoping the situation will change. So then, tell me the
dream, and I will know that you can interpret it for me.”
v.10 The astrologers answered the king, “There is not a man
on earth who can do what the king asks! No king, however
great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any
magician or enchanter or astrologer.
v. 11 What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it
to the king except the gods, and they do not live among men.”
v. 12 This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered
the execution of all the wise men of Babylon.
v. 13 So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death,
and men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put
them to death.
INTRODUCTION:
SINGING IN CHURCH
A minister decided to do something a little different one
Sunday morning. He said “Today, in church, I am going to
say a single word and you are going to help me preach.”

Whatever single word I say, I want you to sing whatever
hymn that comes to your mind.
The pastor shouted out, “Cross.” Immediately the
congregation started singing in unison, “The Old Rugged
Cross.”
The pastor hollered out “Grace.” The congregation began to
sing “Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound.”
[The pastor said “Peace.” The congregation sang “Peace,
Peace, Wonderful Peace.”]
[The pastor said “Joy.” The congregation sang “Joy
Unspeakable and Full of Glory.”]
[The pastor said “Love.” The congregation sang “Love Lifted
Me.”]
The pastor said “Power.” The congregation sang “There is
Power in the Blood.”
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[The pastor evidently was thinking that the next word would
be “Sing” and instead he said “Sex.”]

The Pastor said “Sex.” The congregation fell into total silence.
Everyone was in shock. They all nervously began to look
around at each other afraid to say anything.

Then all of a sudden from way in the back of the church a
little 87 year old grandmother stood up and began to sing.....
[softly]
“Precious Memories [How They Linger].”
(Received via e-mail from Doris M. Taylor, December 18,
2003)
GREAT TRUTHS
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GREAT TRUTHS ABOUT LIFE, THAT LITTLE CHILDREN
HAVE LEARNED:
1. No matter how hard you try, you can’t baptize cats.
2. When your Mom is mad at your Dad, don’t let her brush
your hair.
3. If your sister hits you, don’t hit her back. They always
catch the second person.
4. You can’t trust dogs to watch your food.
5. Don’t sneeze when someone is cutting your hair.
6. Never hold a Dust-Buster and a cat at the same time.
7. You can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk.
8. Don’t wear polka-dot underwear under white shorts.
9. The best place to be when you’re sad is Grandpa’s lap.

GREAT TRUTHS ABOUT LIFE THAT ADULTS HAVE
LEARNED:
1. Raising teenagers is like nailing Jell-O to a tree.
2. Wrinkles don’t hurt.
3. Families are like fudge . . . mostly sweet, with a few nuts.
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4. Today’s mighty oak is just yesterday’s nut that held its
ground.
5. Laughing is good exercise. It’s like jogging on the inside.
6. Middle age is when you choose your cereal for the fiber,
not the joy.

GREAT TRUTHS ABOUT GROWING OLD:
1. Growing old is mandatory; growing up is optional.
2. Forget the health food. I need all the preservatives I can
get.
3. When you fall down, you wonder what else you can do
while you’re down there.
4. You’re getting old when you get the same sensation from
a rocking chair that you once got from a roller coaster.
5. It’s frustrating when you know all the answers, but
nobody bothers to ask you the questions.
6. Time may be a great healer, but it’s a lousy beautician.
7. Wisdom comes with age, but sometimes age comes alone.
THE FOUR STAGES OF LIFE:
1. You believe in Santa Claus.
2. You don’t believe in Santa Claus.
3. You are Santa Claus.
4. You look like Santa Claus.
SUCCESS:
At age 4 success is . . . not wetting your pants.
At age 12 success is . . . having friends
At age 16 success is . . . having a drivers license.
At age 20 success is . . . having sex.
At age 35 success is . . . having money.
At age 50 success is . . . having money.

At age 60 success is . . . having sex.
At age 70 success is . . . having a drivers license.
At age 75 success is . . . having friends.
At age 80 success is . . . not wetting your pants.
(Received via e-mail from Julia Finney, May 16, 2002
ONE LAST LOOK
One last look at the rain gauge. The bottom’s covered with
dust.
One last look at the heavens. Can’t see a cloud he can
trust.
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Far off sheets of heat lightning play tricks on the cowman’s
mind
Bearing false witness they tease, leaving mirages behind.
. . . I’m getting’ hard to live with,
‘Specially with them that I love.
The Good Book teaches patience
But that, I’m runnin’ short of.
So, I end every evenin’
Up here on this little knoll
Checkin’ the clouds for moisture
And, I guess, searchin’ my soul
To keep me from forgettin’
That bad as it seems to be

The world’s filled with people
That’s a lot worse off than me.
Well, no point waitin’ longer,
The sunset’s cashin’ it in.
Mother’s makin’ the gravy,
They’ll wonder where I’ve been.”
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One last look at the rain gauge, filled to the brim with blue
sky.
One last look at the heavens. Must be a speck in his eye.

“Thy will be done,” he whispers with a faith he can’t explain.
But Lord, his faith would up some if “Thy will” included
rain.

(Cowboy Standard Time by Baxter Black) Denver, CO: Coyote
Cowboy Company / Record Stockman Press. Copyright –
Baxter Black, 1990, p. 14.
GET IT RIGHT, FELLA!
The local radio stock report
that happens at ten ‘til eight
Proceeds in routine manner
while I sop eggs off my plate.
One morning a fill-in announcer
was doing the morning news
Reporting prices on cattle and hogs
bucks and lambs and ewes.

He wallowed in this strange set of wordage
(oh, how a paycheck is earned)
Out o’er the airwaves for valley ranchers
his stock report crashed and burned.
Now I can see a fella call
a baby lamb a peewee
But Heaven knows, when they grow
we call ‘em ewes, not eewees.
(Write ‘Em Roughshod: Life ‘N Such Like by Peggy Godfrey)
Crestone, CO: MediaChaos. Copyright – Peggy Godfrey,
1994, p. 44.
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Thin – Skinny
• So thin yuh couldn’t a hit him with a handful of gravel.
• Looks like he’s just walkin’ ‘round to save funeral expenses.
• So thin he could take a bath in a shotgun barrel.
• So thin he couldn’t cast a shadow.
p. 69
Tightwad
• So tight he’d get out of bed to turn over so’s not to wear out
the sheets.
p. 71
Tough Guy
• He swoops down on purty gals like forty hen-hawks on a
settin’ quail.
• Yuh ain’t so broad in the pants as yuh think yuh are,
mister.
• So tough he planted radish seed with a shotgun.

p. 72

Traveling
• Going ‘round the coffee pot lookin’ for the handle would
about cover the extent of his travels.
p. 73
(Cowboy Slang: Colorful Cowboy Sayings! by Edgar R.
“Frosty” Potter) Phoenix, AZ: Golden West Publishers.
Copyright - Edgar R. Potter, 1994.
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What joy is ours to return to our study of the Book of Daniel.
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You will remember that DANIEL, along with three of his
friends HANANIAH, MISHAEL, and AZARIAH, were TAKEN
HOSTAGE by the king of Babylon, when in 605 B.C. he
besieged the city of Jerusalem for the first time.
These FOUR YOUNG MEN in their late teens were TAKEN
CAPTIVE by Nebuchadnezzar and his forces. They were
deported to Babylon.

There they were chosen among the elite to trained for THREE
INTENSE YEARS in all of Babylon’s:
CULTURE,
LANGUAGE,
LITERATURE, and
RELIGION.
Their names were CHANGED:
DANIEL to BELTESHAZZAR,
HANANIAH to SHADRACH,
MISHAEL to MESHACH, and
AZARIAH to ABEDNEGO.

DANIEL HAD THE COURAGE to take issue with the DIET
that the king had prescribed for all of these young men that
were in training. God vindicated him in his stand in allowing
them to have the freedom to eat the food that they chose.
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Daniel 1:15, 16
At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better
nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food.
So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they
were to drink and gave them vegetables instead.
Now, as the scene of our study opens in Daniel 2, the young
men are just COMPLETING THEIR COURSE OF STUDY
and are being introduced into their full-time work in the
Babylonian administration.

Charles Dyer says:
The biblical book of Daniel is often viewed as a twisted maze
of bizarre dreams and visions. But Daniel did not write his
book to confuse anyone. He wrote it to present two important
truths.

First, Daniel offers hope for the future. Israel was living in
the times of the Gentiles, the period between the fall of Judah
and the coming of the Messiah, and the people needed to know
that God had not abandoned them. God’s Messianic kingdom
would still come, Daniel assured them, but its inauguration
would be delayed for a little while.
Second, the book of Daniel stresses piety and proper living in
the present. By his own example and that of his associates,
Daniel instructed the Jews on how to live while waiting for
God’s kingdom to come.
The first chapter of Daniel introduces four young men of faith
who resolve to live godly lives in the pagan culture of Babylon.
Chapters 2 through 7 were written not in Hebrew, but in
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Aramaic, the language of the people from the time of the
captivity. The second and seventh chapters give an overview
of Gentile history; the third and sixth chapters tell of
persecution and supernatural protection; and the fourth and
fifth chapters detail God’s revelation to a Gentile king.
pp. 98-99

Ironside says:
THIS second chapter has well been called “The A, B, C of
prophecy.” I suppose it contains the most complete, and yet
the most simple, prophetic picture that we have in all the
word of God. And you will notice that it is in the form of a
dream given to a heathen monarch. Nebuchadnezzar was at
this time the ruler of the greater part of the known civilized
world, and of a great deal of that which was given over to
barbarism. We speak of this as a world-empire, though, of
course, in one sense of the word, it was hardly that: there
were tribes and nations beyond the outskirts of his dominions
that were not subject to Nebuchadnezzar—those upon the
northern shores of the Mediterranean Sea, for instance, and
portions of southern Egypt and the regions beyond. But God
had given him the title to rule over all nations. This authority
was given to Nebuchadnezzar because of the rejection of Israel
as God’s kingdom upon earth. Had they been faithful to God,
had they always been obedient to Him, royalty never would
have departed from Judah; but because of their disobedience
and their manifold sins God gave their glory to the stranger,
and dominion passed to the Gentiles in the person of
Nebuchadnezzar. This was, in fact, the beginning of the
distinctive period designated by the Lord Jesus in Luke 21:24

as “the Times of the Gentiles,” which will continue until all
derived power is overthrown and
“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Doth his successive journeys run;
His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.”
pp. 25-26
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Ironside says further:
Nebuchadnezzar was wiser than many nowadays; for he was
exercised in regard to these things. As he lay upon his bed, he
had an impressive dream; but in the morning it had gone from
him. It still swayed his mind, however; he could not throw it
off; he found it impossible to overcome the impression made
upon him; and yet, when he tried to recall what it was he had
dreamed, he could not do so. So, according to the custom of
his times, he sent for his wise men—the soothsayers,
astrologers, and magicians. To them he said, “I have dreamed
a dream, but it has gone from my mind; and I want you to tell
me my dream, and then tell me the interpretation of it.”
Miserable charlatans that they were, they pleaded the
absurdity and impossibility of this; declaring, what was
possibly true enough, that no king or ruler had ever asked
anything so difficult of his wise men; and they assured the
king that he would but relate the dream, they would explain
its meaning. But he declared that if they had skill enough to
interpret dreams, they ought to be able to tell him the dream
also; and he threatened that if after a limited time they did
not accede to his demand, they should all be put to death; and
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not only they, but all the wise men in his kingdom—which, of
course, included Daniel.
pp. 28-29

Gangel says:
Daniel 2 is one of the most important chapters in the Bible
and one of the longest. It provides information on God’s
master plan for all time by introducing the Rock of Ages and
the kingdom that will never be destroyed. It provides
evidence of the truth we find in Ephesians 1:10-11: “To be put
into effect when the times will have reached their
fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth
together under one head, even Christ. In him we were also
chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him
who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of
his will.”
p. 38
Patrick & Lowth say about this passage:
An account of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, the substance of
which he had forgot, and the wise men of Chaldea could not
relate to him: who are thereupon threatened with death . . .
p. 644

Gowan says:
In this case, the specific question is who is wise enough to
know what the king dreamed, as well as know what the dream
meant. The triumphant answer is, only Daniel, and only
because the God of Israel gave him that wisdom as a special
gift. This is the distinctively Israelite form of the wisdom
story.

p. 50
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Fyall says:
Dreams hold a never-failing fascination. Any large bookshop
has a section devoted to dreams, visions, premonitions and
second sight. Behind this fascination lurks a sense of
vulnerability and insecurity and a desire to have at least some
control over the future by knowing what it will be. This is
now the situation in which Nebuchadnezzar finds himself
early in his reign. The next three chapters place him centre
stage, giving a fascinating glimpse into his personality as well
as carrying on the theology and history of the book.
p. 31

He says further:
Power is what this chapter is about and Nebuchadnezzar finds
himself threatened by a realm he cannot control and is both
frightened and frustrated. In a manner, which we are soon to
learn is characteristic, he summons the whole galaxy of
magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers; a summons
which reveals his desire to appear in charge and is to
demonstrate how woefully inept the whole establishment is.
Indeed one of the major points of this section of Daniel is to
show how ineffective the establishment is and how in a
multitude of ways it has to be rescued by the outsider.
p. 32
Chafer says:
UNTO Daniel, a prophet of the exile, was given the vision of
the course of the whole Gentile period extending from the last
captivity to the second coming of Christ,—that period spoken
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of in Scriptures as “the time of the Gentiles” (Lk. [21] 24).
Daniel forecasts the movements of the successive Gentile
world powers during this period. He first interprets King
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream . . . as descriptive of four successive
world powers.
p. 107

Keil & Delitzsch say:
When Daniel and his three friends, after the completion of
their education, had entered on the service of the Chaldean
king, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed a dream which so greatly
moved him, that he called all the wise men of Babylon that
they might make known to him the dream and give the
interpretation of it; and when they were not able to do this, he
gave forth the command . . . that they should all be destroyed.
pp. 84-85
Lucas makes a comparison in his opening remarks between
Joseph’s experience and that of Daniel’s:

There are many elements common to the two stories. (1.) A
king is worried by a dream, and gets angry with his
professional wise men because they cannot interpret it.
(2.) A young Israelite exile is found who is able to interpret it.
(3.) He insists that this ability is something given to him by
his God, who is therefore the one worthy of praise.
(4.) The dream concerns future events affecting the king.
(5.) The king promotes the young man to a position of honour
and power in the kingdom.
p. 65
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Longman says:
However, we must not let our curiosity concerning God’s
revelation of future events distract us from the main theme of
the chapter: Only God’s wisdom can reveal the mysteries of
life. In other words, it is not the content of the revelation of
the future that is primary; what is most important here is the
fact that it is only Daniel’s God that knows that future. And
God’s knowledge of the future is particularly important to a
people in exile and under some measure of oppression,
because it implies that he controls history. Once again,
therefore, we are reminded of the overall theme of this book:
In spite of present appearances, God is in control.
p. 73

He says further:
As we read Daniel 2, the Joseph narrative in Genesis 41,
which closely parallels this chapter, quickly comes to mind. In
Genesis a pagan king, the Egyptian pharaoh, has an anxietyproducing dream (concerning seven lean and seven fat cows).
When the wise men of Egypt cannot interpret the dream for
him, his cupbearer (paralleling the role of Arioch in Dan. 2)
helps him discover a dream-interpreter, who turns out to be
the imprisoned Joseph. Through God’s help, Joseph reveals
the interpretation of the dream to the pharaoh, resulting in
his rise in status in the foreign court.
pp. 73-74
Walvoord says:
BEGINNING With THE SECOND CHAPTER of Daniel, the
grand outline of the program of God for the period of Gentile
supremacy and chastisement of Israel is presented for the first

time. Tregelles, in his introduction to chapter 2 of Daniel,
observes, “The book of Daniel is that part of Scripture which
especially treats of the power of the world during the time of
its committal into the hands of the Gentiles, whilst the
ancient people of God, the children of Israel, are under
chastisement on account of their sin.”
p. 44
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Boice says:
At the end of Daniel 1 we are told that God gave Daniel three
things. Because of his decision not to defile himself with the food
and culture of the Babylonians, God granted Daniel wisdom
beyond the wisdom of the Babylonians, influence beyond that of
any in the kingdom, and health that resulted in long life.
However, when we move from the end of the first to the
beginning of the second chapter, we find that each of these is at
once either disregarded or threatened.
At the end of his period of training, Daniel was presumably
graduated into the company of wise men and statesmen
referred by Nebuchadnezzar as “the magicians, enchanters,
sorcerers and astrologers” . . . But we need to remember that he
was still only about eighteen or nineteen years of age and that
there were undoubtedly many among those men who were far
greater and far more influential than he was. They had been
advisers to the emperors of Babylon for many years. In that
company Daniel would have been “low man on the pole.”
Indeed, when Nebuchadnezzar had his dream, which is the
central episode of this chapter, an inquiry about it was made to
these men. But Daniel did not seem to have been consulted
and, in fact, did not even know what was happening until the

order was given to execute the wise men. So Daniel had no
power and negligible influence.
pp. 26-27
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He says further:
However, although his gifts were disregarded and although he
was now under sentence of death by Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel
was wise and the crisis became the occasion through which God
brought him to the forefront of leadership.

God brought Daniel to the fore! That is wroth repeating,

because here as elsewhere in the story we see the overriding
sovereignty of God in this young man’s affairs. In fact, the
sovereignty of God is the connection between these chapters. In
chapter 1 God gave Daniel wisdom, influence, and health or
long life. Now, in spite of the threat to kill Daniel, God fulfills
what he has promised. How? By being sovereign over the
details of history, which is the book’s theme. If God does not
control our lives—from the actions of kings and others in
positions of power to the most minute circumstances—then
everything in life is uncertain. We are victims of circumstances,
and whatever happens will happen. Que sera, sera! But if God
is sovereign, as the Bible declares him to be, and if he is our
God—if the promises he makes and the actions he takes are
certain of fulfillment—then we can be confident of the future
and know that we will be able to live our lives in a way that will
please God.
p. 27
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Miller says:
Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream, imparted to the monarch early
in Daniels’ experience in Babylon, is recorded in this chapter.
The dream is significant because it provides a history of the
world through four successive Gentile empires. During the
final phase of the fourth empire, all earthly dominions will be
destroyed, and the kingdom of God that will endure forever
will be established.
p. 75

Feinberg says:
The second chapters of Daniel has been justly called “the
alphabet of prophecy.” Whoever wishes to understand the
prophetic Scriptures must come to this chapter for the broad
outline of God’s future program for the nations, for Israel, and
for the glorious kingdom of Messiah. This outline is the simple
but comprehensive framework of a multitude of future events.
No political document can compare with it, and its importance
cannot be overstated.
It may seem strange that this revelation is given in the form
of a dream, and that to a pagan king. However, because he
was a pagan, Nebuchadnezzar did not have the Scriptures at
hand. The Lord thus reached into the king’s innermost
consciousness in his sleep and imparted His message in the
manner described in Job 33:13-18.
p. 29
Dr. Campbell titles Daniel 2 and then says:

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands
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The Bible reveals, on the other hand, that there is direction
and purpose in history, that there is a personal God who is
ordering the course of world affairs toward a glorious
consummation. History is not an endless cycle of meaningless
events; it is indeed “His story”.

In Daniel 2 we have perhaps the most comprehensive picture
of world history found anywhere in the Bible, a panorama that
stretches from Daniel’s time, 600 years before Christ, across
the centuries to His second coming and the rise of His
millennial kingdom. This sweeping revelation was given in
the form of a prophetic dream to a heathen king,
Nebuchadnezzar. It was in fact a “dream of destiny.”
p. 15
Campbell titles these first thirteen verses we will be
considering together:
The Dream Is Hidden (2:1-13)
p. 16

Wiersbe says:

As you turn from chapter 1 to chapter 2, the atmosphere
in the king’s palace changes radically. Chapter 1 closes with
recognition and security, but chapter 2 introduces rejection
and danger. Because they possessed almost unlimited power
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and authority, Oriental despots were notoriously
temperamental and unpredictable, and here Nebuchadnezzar
reveals this side of his character. . . . However, the hero and
major actor in chapter 2 is not King Nebuchadnezzar but the
Lord God “who reveals the deep and secret things” . . . As you
read this chapter, you witness the God of Israel in complete
control of every situation and accomplishing His purposes
even through superstitious Gentile unbelievers.
p. 23

Gaebelein says:

The second chapter introduces us to the first great
prophetic unfolding. It may well be called one of the great
pivotal chapters of the Bible. It is the foundation of all the
other visions which follow in this Book. The same revelation
we find here is given in another form in the seventh chapter,
only more fully.
p. 17

Baxter says:

The prophecies of Daniel are a vital key to Scripture
prophecy as a whole; hence the importance of understanding
them. In the Book of Daniel itself there are two prophecies
which are basal to the others—that in connection with
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream-image in chapter [2], and that of the

“seventy weeks” in chapter [9]. The one is basal to prophecy
concerning the Gentile nations, the other to prophecy
concerning Israel.
p. 79
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Walvoord in his book, Every Prophecy of the Bible, says:

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

24

King Nebuchadnezzar had a series of dreams which deeply
troubled him so that he could not sleep . . . Even though it
may not have been during an hour when the court was in
session, he required his “magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and
astrologers” to appear before him to interpret the dream . . .
When they were assembled, they asked the natural question
of the king about the content of the dream . . . He informed
them, however, that he was not going to tell them the dream,
and if they would not tell him the dream and its
interpretation, they would be “cut into pieces and your houses
turned into piles of rubble” . . . This was no idle threat as
ancient monarchs were known for cruel, unusual punishment.
pp. 214-15

Sir Robert Anderson says:

The second chapter, however, is of great importance, as giving
the foundation of the later visions.
p. 28

Pentecost says:

The course of the “times of the Gentiles.” The fullest

description of the period is given to us in the prophet Daniel.
Dennett writes:
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What we have in Daniel is . . . the course and
character of Gentile powers, from the destruction of
Jerusalem on to the appearing of Christ, together with
the position of the remnant, and the sufferings of the
Jewish people, while the Gentiles possess the dominion,
until at last God, in His faithfulness in pursuance of His
purposes, interposes, and, for His own glory, works for the
rescue and blessing of His elect earthly people.
1. The first prophetic outline of the course of this period is
given in Daniel 2, where, through the medium of the great
image, the successive empires that would exercise dominion
over Jerusalem are outlined.
p. 316

Ryrie, speaking on the issue of sovereignty, says:
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The word means principal, chief, supreme. It speaks first of
position (God is the chief Being in the universe), then of power
(God is supreme in power in the universe). How He exercises
that power is revealed in the Scriptures.
A sovereign could be a dictator (God is not), or a sovereign
could abdicate the use of his powers (God has not). Ultimately
God is in complete control of all things, though He may choose
to let certain events happen according to natural laws which
He has ordained.
p. 43

Goldingay titles this second chapter:

p. 29

The God of Heaven Reveals the King’s
Dream to Daniel and the Empire’s
Destiny to Nebuchadnezzar (2:1-49)

He says further:

The opening verse unveils the issue the chapter as a
whole is concerned with, the significance of a dream of
Nebuchadnezzar’s. The first major scene (vv 2-12) describes
an abortive attempt to deal with the matter. A brief narrative
opening introduces the Babylonian sages, at the king’s
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command (v 2). The body of the scene comprises a
conversation between the two parties, each speaking three
times and becoming more anxious and hysterical (vv 3-11). A
brief narrative closure then reports a second royal command,
which provides the sages with a fatal exit (v 12).
pp. 41-42

Phillips & Vines say:
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On the morning of April 14, 1865, Abraham Lincoln was
gathered with his advisers and cabinet, discussing
implementation of his plan for reconstruct-tion of the Union of
states. During the hours in the morning while they were
working, Abraham Lincoln told them about a recurring
dream. This dream came at a crucial time in the war. In his
dream he saw himself on board a singular, indescribable
vessel that was moving rapidly to an indefinite shore. They
talked about the dream that morning, but nobody knew what
it meant. That night Abraham Lincoln went to Ford’s Theater
and was shot by John Wilkes Booth. Before another day had
ended, he was in eternity.
The vessel was his own life. The dream he had was a
warning of what was soon to take place. He was about to
embark for the shores of eternity. Little did he imagine that
the dream had personal meaning for him, and very important
meaning, too, for the nation.
Sometimes dreams convey messages to us.
pp. 34-35

They say further:

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, the mightiest empire in the
world, was the greatest of all its kings. More is said in the
Old Testament about this particular pagan ruler than any
other. He too received a recurring dream; God seems to have
given this dream to Nebuchadnezzar on several occasions.

Through it there was to be given to Nebuchadnezzar a
message from God for himself and also a message for the
kingdoms of the world, from his day all the way down to the
coming of the Lord Jesus. God has a message for all of us in
these passages of scripture.
p. 35
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Showers observes:

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

30

Chapters 2:4b-7:28 of the Book of Daniel were written in
the Aramaic language, whereas the rest of the book was
written in the Hebrew language. Why would Daniel, who was
a Hebrew, write a major portion of his book in the Aramaic
language? During and after Daniel’s time, Aramaic was an
international language. It was the common diplomatic and
business language of the nations, understood by Gentiles and
Jews. Since chapters 2-7 of Daniel deal with Jehovah’s rule
over the Gentiles, Daniel wrote those chapters in the language
that Gentiles could understand. Had he written them in
Hebrew, their message would have been missed by most
Gentiles of that time.
p. 11

Jeremiah in his book, Until I Come, says:

Believing in the imminent return of Jesus is not simply a
matter of “waiting,” as important as that may be. It is rather
a matter of working. Working hard. Working faithfully.
Working in the power and joy and filling of the Holy Spirit.
And when you work in such a way, you never know what God
may be up to! You never know where your next kingdom
assignment might be.
Someone asked me what I would like to be doing when
the Lord comes back. That’s easy. I would like to be standing
behind my pulpit before my flock, declaring and explaining
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and applying the Word of God. For me, there’s nothing better.
There is no greater joy.
p. 115

Blair says:

In its relationship to the rest of the book, chapter two of
Daniel is foundational. It provides one of the most concise
accounts of prophetic truth to be found anywhere in the Bible.
God’s divine revelation is seen in triumph over the worthless
superstitions of men. One does not read far into the chapter
without realizing that “God hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the things which are mighty” (1
Corinthians 1:27).
p. 33

Jeremiah says:
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In the Bible, God often spoke to His own through dreams
and visions. Dreams when they were asleep, visions when
awake. “When a prophet of the LORD is among you, I reveal
myself to him in visions, I speak to him in dreams” (Num.
12:6). He appeared to Solomon in a dream and told him he
could ask for whatever he wanted (1 Kings 3:5). In Genesis
we hear about Joseph’s interpretation of dreams. Jacob
dreamed about a stairway between earth and heaven, with
angels walking up and down.
God did not limit His speaking through dreams to His
children, He also spoke to the pagans. But of all the dreams
recorded in the Bible, there is one that is the most amazing of
all. It was not given to some pious preacher, but to the vilest
world ruler at that time. It was like God revealing to Hitler
what was going to happen with the Berlin Wall, the demise of
the USSR, and the Second Coming.
p. 47
While I was having my devotional time this morning, I was
reading in:
2 Kings 20:18 (NLV)

Some of your own descendants [referring to Hezekiah]
will be taken away into exile. They will become eunuchs
who will serve in the palace of Babylon’s king.”

This does help us understand:
Daniel 1:3

Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court
officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal
family and the nobility—
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It made me wonder if this was not a PROPHETIC
REFERENCE GIVEN TO HEZEKIAH of what was going to be
happening with Daniel and his three friends.

v. 1 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had
dreams; his mind was troubled and he could not sleep.

Peterson paraphrases verse 1:
In the second year of his reign, King Nebuchadnezzar
started having dreams that disturbed him deeply. He
couldn’t sleep.
p. 1582
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As we begin our study of these first thirteen verses in chapter
2, it is going
to be interesting to note that:
“KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR” is mentioned 41 TIMES,
THE ASTROLOGERS are mentioned 30 TIMES.
THE DREAM itself is mentioned 18 TIMES.
With these kind of statistics it is not difficult to understand
the CONTENT of these first thirteen verses.
It has to do with:
a KING,

his ASTROLOGERS, and
a DREAM.

The first year of Nebuchadnezzar’s rule and reign is the
ACCESSION YEAR.

The two full years that follow it would be at a time when
Daniel and his three friends have just graduated from their
intense course designed by King Nebuchadnezzar to TRAIN
THEM IN THE CULTURE, LITERATURE, LANGUAGE,
AND RELIGION OF BABYLON.
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“IN THE SECOND YEAR OF HIS REIGN,
NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD DREAMS.”
We note here that the word “DREAMS” is PLURAL.
It could be that this DREAM described here was GIVEN
SEVERAL TIMES to Nebuchadnezzar OR that perhaps the
dream CAME IN STAGES.
The beautiful thing is that GOD HAS SOVEREIGNLY
PREPARED DANIEL for this occasion because of what we
read back in:
Daniel 1:17
To these four young men God gave knowledge and
understanding of all kinds of literature and learning.
And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all
kinds.
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S RESPONSE to these occurrences is:
1.

“HIS MIND WAS TROUBLED” and

2.

“HE COULD NOT SLEEP.”

Feinberg says:
When Nebuchadnezzar had first invaded Judah, he was not
yet king but ruled as a subordinate of his father, King
Nabopolassar. As this chapter opens, Nebuchadnezzar had
been sole, absolute ruler for two years.
Notice that this verse refers to dreams in the plural,
because the dream consists of several parts. As the most
powerful man of his day, the king had doubtless given much
thought to the course of his rule and had probably wondered
more than once what the destiny of his realm would be.
Thoughtful men and women know they cannot remain on
earth forever, so they are concerned about what the future
holds.
pp. 29-30
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Miller says about verse 1:
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Most naturally the text is taken to mean that the Hebrews
had finished the program, that is, the events of chap. 2 follow
chronologically the interview at the end of the training
program described in chap. 1. Moreover, in 2:48 Daniel is
made chief wise man by the king, indicating that he had
finished his training and already was classified as part of this
group.
Yet how could Daniel have finished a three-year training
program by Nebuchadnezzar’s second year if he was captured
in the year in which Nebuchadnezzar became king (605 B.C.)?
Driver explained the three years on the basis of the accession
year reckoning employed in Babylon and Judah. By this
method the time until the first Nisan (Mar.-Apr.) is considered
the accession year of the king, not his first year . . .
p. 76

He says further:

Nebuchadnezzar’s second year did not end until April 9,
602 B.C., and Daniel was taken into captivity almost three
full years earlier in the summer of 605 B.C. Driver also points
out that Daniel did not have to train three complete years, but
according to Hebrew usage, a part of a year was reckoned as a
whole. This would mean that the program could have lasted
less than two years if it consisted of a full year and parts of
the two others. Any of these suggestions (or a combination of
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them) could explain how the three-year training program was
completed in Nebuchadnezzar’s second year.
p. 77

He then says:

Nebuchadnezzar was deeply disturbed by what he saw in the
dream. “His mind was troubled” could also be translated “his
spirit was struck.” Concerning the verb, J. Slotki states: “The
root [pā am] means ‘to strike’ as with a hammer on an anvil or
as a bell. It probably is connected with the rapid beat of the
heart due to extreme agitation.” Because he was so disturbed,
the king “could not sleep.” The text literally reads, “His sleep
was done [or finished] upon him.”
p. 77

Miller says finally:
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Nebuchadnezzar recognized that this dream was
important. The ancient Babylonians believed that dreams
were messages from the gods; thus a right understanding of
the dream was critical for their future. In this case
Nebuchadnezzar apparently feared that he strange revelation
contained an ominous message for him.
p. 78

Walvoord says:

The Hebrew for troubled indicates a deep disturbance
inducing apprehension. Nebuchadnezzar seems to have
sensed that this was more than an ordinary dream and was a
response to his questioning concerning the future, mentioned
later by Daniel in 2:29. The result was that “his sleep brake
from him.” Literally, because of the passive form of the verb,
Leupold translates it “was done for,” or as Montgomery
translates it, “sleep broke from him.”
p. 47

Lucas says:
Verse 1 functions as an introduction to both the opening act
and the story as a whole. The first act sets up the problem
that Daniel will solve with God’s help. Throughout it, the
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tension mounts. The king dreams, and becomes anxious and
sleepless. He summons the sages and has a conversation with
them in which each side speaks three times. During this
conversation he gets increasingly heated, ending up in a
furious rage, and the sages get increasingly desperate. It ends
with his decree that the sages are to be executed, and the act
ends with the statement that this applies to Daniel and his
friends too. This is the first peak of tension in the story. How
will the hero escape death?
p. 67

Gangel says:
Daniel now takes us back to the second year of
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, so we know the time frame falls
between April 603 and March 602 B.C.
p. 38

He says further:
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We have already observed in the first chapter that the dream
probably occurred during Daniels’ three years of training, his
“senior” year, the final of the three-year graduate course.
p. 38

He says further:
We should not miss the fact that the word dreams
appears in the plural, implying this was something of a
pattern for the king.
p. 38

He then says:

We also learn that the king was troubled and he could not
sleep. Insomnia is hardly an unknown annoyance for people

with great responsibilities, but we soon learn in this chapter
that stress was not the issue—this was a God-induced
problem.
p. 39

Gowan says:
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“His sleep left him” (v. 1) is one possible translation of the
difficult Hebrew. We are left uncertain at this point whether
he fell asleep again and forgot what he dreamed, or remained
awake the rest of the night. It is clear that he was disturbed
by it, and since all dreams were thought to have potentially
threatening meaning, his immediate action to determine its
meaning is understandable.
p. 53

Gaebelein summarizes it this way:
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The King had a dream which was occasioned by thinking
concerning the future (verse 29). God answered his desire by
this dream, which made a great impression on him.
p. 11

Haskell titles chapter 2 and then says:
A CONTROVERSY BETWEEN TRUTH AND ERROR

“In the second year of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar
dreamed dreams.” It is thus that we are introduced to the
monarch of the greatest of earthly kingdoms in his own home.
In chapter one, Nebuchadnezzar is referred to as the one who
besieged Jerusalem; in chapter two, he is spoken of as the
ruler of every nation on earth. The kingdom which
Nebuchadnezzar brought to the height of its glory can be
traced in Bible history to its foundation. The history of
Babylon is the story of the great controversy between Christ
and Satan, begun in heaven, continued on earth, and which
will end only when the stone cut out without hands from the
mountain shall fill the whole earth.
p. 28

He says further:
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The Scripture gives the story in language that can be
readily understood. But why did God give Nebuchadnezzar a
dream? How could the God of heaven reveal truth to this
heathen king? Doubtless he could not during his waking
moments; but Nebuchadnezzar had contemplated the glory of
his kingdom, and fell asleep with a longing desire to know its
future. He knew that life was short. Soon he must die; what
would the future be?
It was God’s opportunity, and while those eyes were closed to
earthly things; while self was lost,—dead, as it were,—the
future history of the world was spread before
Nebuchadnezzar.
p. 30

Lange says:
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The three years of the training of Daniel and his companions
had expired, perhaps by only a few weeks or months, and
their reception into the number of the royal officials, as well
as among the magicians, in the broader sense of the term, was
of recent occurrence, when the remarkable event transpired
which is here recorded, and which raised the four Jews to a
far more exalted position in the royal favor.
p. 67

Smith says:

How, then, could Daniel be brought in to interpret the king’s
dream in his second year? The explanation lies in the fact
that Nebuchadnezzar reigned for two years conjointly with his
father, Nabopolassar. From this point the Jews reckoned,
while the Chaldeans reckoned from the time he commenced to
reign alone, on the death of his father. Hence, the year here
mentioned was the second year of his reign according to the
Chaldean reckoning, but the fourth according to the Jewish.
pp. 33-34

Dyer says:

He says further:
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The second and seventh chapters of Daniel present God’s plan
for the world following the fall of Judah. The story begins one
night when Nebuchadnezzar has a troubling dream.
p. 99

The city of Babylon was a supreme visual aid. It became an
Iraqi Alamo or Masada. Saddam Hussein’s decision to rebuild
Babylon forced the people to focus on a grand era in Iraq’s
history, a time when they had been defeated by the same
enemy who again threatened the nation.
p. 40

Dyer then says:
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By rebuilding Nebuchadnezzar’s city, Hussein has a natural
opportunity to portray himself as Nebudhadnezzar’s
successor. Understandably, the rulers of Syria, Jordan, Israel,
and Saudi Arabia are nervous when Hussein extols
Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom and leadership, for the ancient
king ruled the lands of the entire Arab world.
p. 41

Showers observes:

In 603 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that disturbed
him so much that he could not continue to sleep. He called in
all classes of his wife men to deal with his dream. Up to this
point the wise men had had an easy job with regard to royal
dreams. They could give any interpretation that sounded
reasonable, once the king had related the content of the dream.
Therefore, they asked the king to relate the dream. This time,
however, Nebuchadnezzar decided to test his wise men. He
demanded that they not only interpret the dream but also tell
him its content. The king commanded severe judgment if they
failed. Their bodies were to be torn apart limb from limb, and
their houses were to be made into public restrooms . . . On the
other hand, the wise men were to be rewarded greatly if they
met the king’s demand.
p. 12

Phillips & Vines say:
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Nebuchadnezzar, a mighty ruler, was disturbed The
prophecies of Jeremiah refer to Nebuchadnezzar as “God’s
servant.” Such a phrase does not mean that Nebuchadnezzar
was saved, but that God used him as an instrument of his
will. God used Nebuchadnezzar to carry out his plan for his
people, the nation of Judah.
Nebuchadnezzar thought he was building a magnificent
empire for himself. Actually he was building a school to which
God sent his chosen people for seventy years to teach them
lessons they would never forget. Daniel 2:29 tells us that
Nebuchadnezzar was thinking about the night he dreamed his
dreams. Scripture says, “As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came
into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass
hereafter.” Nebuchadnezzar was like other world rulers who go
to bed at night and wonder what the future holds for their
countries.
p. 35

Phillips & Vines say further:
Nebuchadnezzar was evidently thinking about things,
and he began to dream. The use of the plural indicates
recurring dreams.
p. 36

Donald Campbell says:
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Two men left the factory where they worked and
approached the car belonging to one of them which had a
bumper sticker reading “Maranatha!”
“What does that mean?” one asked.
The other, a Christian, replied, “The Lord is coming!”
His companion snapped, “I don’t believe that!”
Said the Christian, “Well, I’ve news for you—He’s not
coming for you!” That blunt reply awakened the man to a
sense of responsibility and concern regarding the future and
his preparation for it.
God responded to Nebuchadnezzar’s concern for the
future by giving him a dream—a dream that left him agitated,
troubled, and filled with a sense of foreboding. Sleep now
became impossible; the king tossed and turned on his bed for
the rest of the night as he pondered the meaning of the vision
(2:1).
p. 16

Jeremiah says:
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Daniel and his friends had been going to Babylon U. for
three years. Since Nebuchadnezzar had enrolled them in
college, we have to understand that according Babylonian
reckoning, a king did not count his first year as a part of his
reign. We have, then, the right time sequence, since it was
the second year of his reign, but actually three years had
transpired. This may be a small detail, but it is just this type
of ignorant thinking that adds fuel to the critics who say the
Bible is contradictory.
Here was a man who was ruler of the world, secure on his
throne with all of his enemies subdued or in captivity. But he
had a royal case of insomnia. Shakespeare wrote in Hamlet,
“Conscience does make cowards of us all.” For a person with
no conscience, such as Nebuchadnezzar, one would think he
would sleep like a cat on a soft pillow. But no, his busy brain
wouldn’t be still. He tossed and turned in the royal
bedchamber, and when he finally fell asleep, he had a bizarre
dream.
p. 48

“Hamlet” Production Resembles Prophetic Events
Some years ago my wife and I went to see Shakespeare’s
Hamlet. Near the end of the play there is a climactic fight
scene—guys swordplay all over the stage. Well, that night,
right in the middle of all that action, Hamlet suddenly
shouted, “Stop! Stop!” All the actors stopped and looked
puzzled. Then Hamlet stepped to the edge of the stage and
said, “Someone’s been hurt. Is there a doctor in the house?”
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Apparently, during the fight, his knife had flown from his
hand into the audience and struck a woman above her eye.
The play stopped for a while till they could attend to her and
ensure she was all right. Then Hamlet said, “Places,” and the
actors all resumed their frozen mid-fight poses till he said
“Action,” and they finished the scene and the play.

When we read biblical prophecy, we come across passages
where God, the great healer, is given time to attend to lost
souls. The action described is put on hold for a time while God
carries out the work of redemption. But soon, God will say,
“Action!” and this scene will resume and the end-time drama
will come to a crashing end.

Citation: Lee Eclov, Vernon Hills, Illinois
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today
International
(PreachingToday.com)
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v. 2 So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters,
sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had
dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king,

Peterson paraphrases verse 2:
He called in all the Babylonian magicians, enchanters,
sorcerers, and fortunetellers to interpret his dreams for
him. When they came and lined up before the king,
p. 1582
I think the first thing on the King’s agenda, when he got up
after not being able to sleep, was to summon these FOUR
DIFFERENT GROUPS:
1.

“MAGICIANS,”

2.

“ENCHANTERS,”

3.

“SORCERERS,” and

4.

“ASTROLOGERS.”

He has a PURPOSE in calling the meeting:
“TO TELL HIM WHAT HE HAD DREAMED.”
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“WHEN THEY CAME IN AND STOOD BEFORE THE
KING.”

Lange says:
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All of the four classes of wise men just mentioned were
therefore to co-operate in interpreting the dream, “because in
this important matter the facts and opinions were to be
settled by various methods, and possibly, to be placed on
record. The several classes of wise men supplemented each
other on such occasions, and assisted each other mutually by
their peculiar methods.
p. 69

Longman says:
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These professionals had dream interpretation on their list of
responsibilities. Indeed, these people were the political
consultants, trend spotters, and religious gurus of the day.
Babylonian religion encouraged looking for portents of the
future in dreams and the fantastic occurrences of everyday
life. Indications of future trends and events could be found in
the skies, bizarre births, the shape of animal livers, and—as
here—in dreams.
p. 77

Goldingay says:
In OT, NT, and elsewhere in the ancient world, dreams
feature both
as ordinary human experiences and as means of divine
communication.
p. 45

Patrick & Lowth say:

Daniel and his companions did not appear among them:
perhaps because the Chaldeans despised them as youths and
strangers, and would not have them thought equal in
knowledge with themselves.
p. 644
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J. Vernon McGee says:
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Nebuchadnezzar called in all his wise men. These were the
men who had been trained even as Daniel and his friends had
been trained. They were the old boys who were called in for
this conference. In other words, the king summoned his
cabinet.
These wise men were men of great intellect and learning.
It is true that they held many superstitions and concepts of a
heathen religion, but, my friend, I don’t know how much
farther we’ve come today. I know some Ph.D.’s who reject the
Bible—I think they are heathen and a little superstitious, by
the way. Isn’t it interesting that the Bible has been ruled out
of our schools; yet they are teaching astrology and all kinds of
superstitions which have been rejected by civilized people in
the past. Don’t look down on the wise men of Babylon—they
are just as smart as some of our Ph.D.’s and Th.D.’s today.
These men comprised the brain trust of Babylon, and they
were brought before the king to hear his unique command . . .
p. 534

Blair says:

Nebuchadnezzar’s worst problem was that he did not
know the Lord who inspired the dream. How much simpler it
would have been for him to go to his knees and beseech God to
recall the dream for him as well as give the understanding of
it. But not knowing the Lord, he turned in the wrong
direction for help.

p. 34
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Campbell says:
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No doubt it was in the early hours of the morning when
he called for his counselors, his wise men, to come and
interpret the dream (2:2). These were the “king’s men,” his
special advisers who were always on call for counsel. They fell
into four groups. (1) the magicians (sacred writers or
scholars), (2) the astrologers (enchanters or sacred priests), (3)
the sorcerers (those who used herbs, charms, and potions in
the practice of witchcraft), and (4) the Chaldeans (not used
here in an ethnic sense but referring to a special group of
priests or wise men).
The fact that Daniel and his friends were not included in
this group is probable evidence that this whole incident took
place while Daniel was still in training . . .
p. 17

Gangel says:

Here we have four groups of professors, and in 2:27 another
group called “wise men” appears. The “faculty” become big
players throughout this book, showing up in chapters 2, 4, and
5. What academic disciplines did these gentlemen represent?
p. 39

He says further:
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The magicians take their name from a Hebrew word
related to a pen or writing instrument which hints at
scholarship in some written mode. We’re quire familiar with
the term scribes in the Bible . . .
p. 39

He says further:

The enchanters (ashapim) bring the hint of spiritism
connected with the history of this word. They came from their
post in the wizardry department, most likely interrupted from
important research related to foretelling the future by
analyzing the stars. They probably dealt with matters of death
and perhaps communication with the dead, clearly the experts
in pathological curriculum.
p. 39

Gangel says further:
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The name sorcerers comes from a word used for the act of
cutting, suggesting that they may have worked with
pharmaceutical ingredients. This is bolstered by the use of
the word pharikoi in the Septuagint, the foundation word for
our term pharmacist.
p. 39

Phillips & Vines say:

When Nebuchadnezzar gave an order, it was carried out
immediately. The wise men of Babylon were hauled out of
bed. The various classes of wise men are listed to show us
that the king was so disturbed by his dream that he wanted
all his experts, all his keenest advisers, to be present. They
wasted no time obeying the summons that came over the
palace hot line. These were the brains of the empire, men who
were supposed to have the answers, who could solve riddles.
One of their specialties was the interpretation of dreams.
They had turned dream interpretation into an exact science.
They had books about dreams, with the meaning of dream
symbols. Give them some of the details of a dream and they
would draw out more information until they had it all. Then
they would take those symbols, go to their books, and
interpret the dreams.
p. 36

(Strength For Today by John F. MacArthur) Wheaton, IL:
Crossway Books / Good News. Copyright – John F.
MacArthur, 1997.

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

63

Ecclesiastes is a fascinating book because it reveals the
folly, uselessness, senselessness, and frustration of human
wisdom—that which James calls “earthly, natural, demonic”
(James 3:15). In Ecclesiastes 1:16 Solomon says to himself,
“Behold, I have magnified and increased wisdom more than
all who were over Jerusalem before me.” That verse shows me
that when God initially gave Solomon wisdom, He gave it to
him on a human level. He gave Solomon wisdom to make
successful decisions and judgments as king. But although
divine wisdom was available to him, I believe Solomon opted
for human wisdom the greater portion of his life. And that
wisdom was never able to answer his ultimate questions.
(November 5)
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v. 3 he said to them, “I have had a dream that troubles me and
I want to know what it means.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 3:
he said to them, “I had a dream that I can’t get out of
mind. I can’t sleep until I know what it means.”
p. 1582
Nebuchadnezzar hits on the TWO ITEMS on the agenda for
the meeting:
and

1.

“I HAVE HAD A DREAM THAT TROUBLES ME”

2.

“I WANT TO KNOW WHAT IT MEANS.”

Gangel points out:

The word dreamed in verse 2 takes the singular, so
Nebuchadnezzar targets one particular dream among the
various dreams mentioned in verse 1. But the rest is clearly
twofold: the king insisted they tell him what he had dreamed
and what it means. Nebuchadnezzar had not become ruler of
his world through ignorance. Concocting some wild
interpretation would have been child’s play for this crowd.

Telling the king what he had actually dreamed presented a
considerably more formidable task.
pp. 39-40

Campbell says:
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An intricate dialogue began between the king and the wise
men. The king spoke three times (vv. 3, 5, 8) and the counselors
replied in turn (vv. 4, 7, 10). The reason for the discussion is
clear: the king asked for an interpretation of his prophetic
dream and the advisers were more than willing to comply. The
interpretation of royal dreams was an art in which they were
skilled. They even had manuals which listed various symbols
that appeared in dreams with their probable meanings. There
was just one problem—they had to know what the dream was!
p. 17

Feinberg says:
. . . The king was frank to admit that he had forgotten his
dream. Some have questioned whether Nebuchadnezzar
really forgot; perhaps this was just the king’s way of testing
his men. It seems more plausible, though, that he really
forgot it, because of the strange character of the dream. The
details were blacked out from his memory; and if he had a
foreboding of disaster, it could have formed the basis for the
dream whereby God outlined the course of the centuries to
come.
p. 30

Jeremiah says:
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When he awakened, the king bellowed out order to his
staff. “Bring in all the magicians. Call those guys who write
the astrological forecasts in the Babylonian News. Bring on
the witches and warlocks. And hurry up or I’ll have your
heads on a platter.”
We can imagine that the stargazing crowd broke all
records getting to the palace. They had seen the victims of the
king’s wrath, and it wasn’t a pretty picture.
p. 48

He says further:
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Does God still speak through dreams today? If we have
dreams that we think are inspiration, they are more likely to
be indigestion. If we think someone can interpret our dreams,
we will be spending our money and our time on guesses,
speculation, and mostly baloney. We have God’s full
revelation, and there is a big period at the end of it. He is not
speaking through dreams in our time.
pp. 48-49

Jeremiah says finally:
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The king was determined to have his terrible dream
interpreted. His brain trust was made of four different
groups: the magicians, who were also scholars; the
astrologers, or stargazers; the sorcerers, who were the
mediums of their day; and the Chaldeans, who were the wise
men of Babylon. With this kind of brain trust in front of him,
he wanted them to tell him the meaning of his dream.
p. 49

(The Book of Texas Wisdom: Common Sense and Uncommon
Genius from 101 Great Texans compiled and edited by Dr.
Criswell Freeman) Nashville, TN: Walnut Grove Press.
Copyright – Walnut Grove Press, 1995.
Guys who think too much about the future
end up layin’ on the canvas sayin’,
“Where am I?”
p. 141

George Foreman

v. 4 Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “O
king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we
will interpret it.”

“THE ASTROLOGERS,” in response to the King, after a
greeting “O KING, LIVE FOREVER!” say TWO THINGS:
1.

“TELL YOUR SERVANTS THE DREAM” and

2.

“WE WILL INTERPRET IT.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 4:
The fortunetellers, speaking in the Aramaic language,
said, “Long live the king! Tell us the dream and we will
interpret it.”
p. 1582

Gangel says:
Dream interpretation was a no-brainer for this faculty;
they would create a fanciful tale out of nothing. But a
shocking surprise would soon explode in the king’s bedroom.
In a variation of a modern cliché, they would say, “The
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difficult we can do immediately, the impossible we can’t do at
all.”
Criswell believes Nebuchadnezzar’s actions were quite
contemporary in style: “He turned to the intellectuals of his
day. These are the men who are high in state. He called for
the Magi, the Chaldeans. They were the elect. They were the
select. They were the men of books. They were the brain
trusters. They had all the answers, just as some of
contemporary intelligentsia arrogate to themselves modern
omniscience. The wisdom of God is spurned, repudiated,
scoffed at, derided, laughed at, scorned. The intelligentsia of
our world today say: ‘We have all the answers. Ask us, we
know’” (Criswell, p. 49).
p. 40

Smith says:

Fyall says:

The author is fond of using irony and this is evident here, O
king, live for ever is a hollow joke; the dream, which they do
not know, shows that clearly.
p. 33
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In the present case, true to their cunning instincts, they called
upon the king to make known to them his dream. If they
could get full information respecting this, they could easily
agree on some interpretation which would not endanger their
reputation.
p. 35
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v. 5 The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have
firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was
and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your
houses turned into piles of rubble.

Peterson paraphrases verse 5:

The king answered the fortunetellers, “This is my decree:
If you can’t tell me both the dream itself and its
interpretation, I’ll have you ripped to pieces, limb from
limb, and your homes torn down.
p. 1582
There is evidently some REAL HISTORY between the king
and these astrologers for him to make such an incredible
OUTBURST at this point.
There is certainly no question that it is a LIFE OR DEATH
ISSUE and he PRECEDES his remarks by saying he is
“FIRMLY DECIDED” on this.
To satisfy the King, they are going to have to do TWO
THINGS:
1.

“TELL [HIM] WHAT [HIS] DREAM WAS” and

2.

“INTERPRET IT” for him.

Smith says:
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These verses contain the record of the desperate struggle
between the wise men, so called, and the king; the former
seeking some avenue of escape, seeing they were caught on
their own ground, and the latter determined that they should
make known his dream, which was no more than their
profession would warrant him in demanding.
p. 35

Smith says further:
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But what did these magicians profess to be able to do?—To
reveal hidden things; to foretell future events; to make known
mysteries entirely beyond human foresight and penetration;
and to do this by the aid of supernatural agencies. If, then,
their claim was worth anything, could they not make known
to the king what he had dreamed?—They certainly could. And
if they were able, knowing the dream, to give a reliable
interpretation thereof, would they not also be able to make
known the dream itself when it had gone from the king?—
Certainly, if there was any virtue in their pretended
intercourse with the other world.
p. 36

Feinberg says:

If there is any doubt that Nebuchadnezzar would carry out
such a threat, we need only recall the punishment he had
poured out upon Zedekiah, the wicked king of Judah: he slew
Zedekiah’s sons before his eyes, slew all the princes of Judah,
blinded Zedekiah, and then deported him in chains to
Babylon, where he died in prison (Jer. 52:1-11).
p. 31

Campbell says:

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

75

But Nebuchadnezzar had no intention of complying with
this seemingly reasonable request. The Authorized (King
James) Version suggests that the king had forgotten the
dream (2:5), but more recent translators prefer the rendering
“The order from me is certain, that if you do not tell me the
dream and its interpretation . . .” Nebuchadnezzar therefore
chose to withhold the contents of the dream from the wise
men in order to test them. How else could the king test the
accuracy of their interpretation? If they could reveal the
contents of the dream, he would then trust their description of
its meaning.
p. 17

Walvoord says:
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There was a possibility that Nebuchadnezzar, a young ruler,
who had inherited these counselors from his father, was
somewhat impatient with their claims to supernatural powers
and knowledge and wanted to test them.
p. 215

Miller says:
Although Baldwin believes that the king had forgotten
the dream, this apparently was not the understanding of the
wise men, who continued to plead with him to reveal it.
Moreover, 2:1 states that the king “was troubled” by the
dream, and this seems to confirm that he remembered the
contents of what he had seen.
p. 81

He says further:

Failure to tell the king the dream and its interpretation
carried the severest penalty. “Cut into pieces” means that the
wise men would be dismembered either by being hacked to
pieces or by being pulled apart. Dismemberment of enemies
was a practice widespread throughout the ancient Orient. In
addition, their houses would be “turned into piles of rubble” . .

J. Vernon McGee says:
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. that is their homes would be completely destroyed and used
for garbage dumps.
p. 81

This would be a rather extreme judgment, but you can see
what the king wants. Frankly, a faulty translation of this
verse gives the impression that the king had forgotten his
dream. He hadn’t forgotten his dream. He knows the dream,
senses its importance, and refuses to divulge it to the wise
men. Why? He wants to get a correct interpretation of it.
p. 534

Phillips & Vines say:
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King Nebuchadnezzar was a typical tyrant. How would
you like to have been in his cabinet? Not only would they
themselves be dismembered, but their homes would be
converted into public garbage dumps. Those were the
penalties. But there were also promises: If they were able to
interpret the dream, they would receive gifts and rewards and
great honor.
p. 37

Gangel says:

. . . an absolute monarch can demand anything, and it is not
the business of the faculty to question the boss. We do not
know whether the king remembered his dream or not, and he
had no intention of telling his wizards the answer to that
question. Theirs was not to reason why; theirs was but to do
or die. Literally.
p. 41

He then says further:

One hardly needs exegetical nuances to understand the
latter part of verse 5. Perhaps we should note that these
threats did not represent routine Babylonian execution. How
they would be dismembered the text does not tell us. But, to
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borrow a line from Camelot, “From fore to aft they would feel
a draft.” Furthermore, their property would not be
confiscated but rather obliterated. The barbaric cruelty of
ancient kings surfaces at numerous points throughout the Old
Testament.
p. 41

Basically the King is saying:

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

80

“If you don’t come through and give me the interpretation,
it’s going to be chop, chop and boom, boom!”

(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey) Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan. Copyright – SCCT, 2003.

I thought of a rather cruel trick I once played on a wasp.
He was sucking jam on my plate, and I cut him in half.
He paid no attention, merely went on with his meal, while
a tiny stream of jam trickled out of his severed esophagus.
Only when he tried to fly away did he grasp the dreadful
thing that had happened to him. It is the same with
modern man. The thing that has been cut away is his
soul.
George Orwell
p. 41

v. 6 But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will
receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. So
tell me the dream and interpret it for me.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 6:
But if you tell me both the dream and its interpretation,
I’ll lavish you with gifts and honors. So go to it: Tell me
the dream and its interpretation.”
p. 1582
The word “BUT” forms the CONTRAST to the previous.
Back in verse 5 it was:
“If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret
it” there are going to be SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES.
Now in verse 6 it is:
“BUT IF YOU TELL ME THE DREAM AND EXPLAIN
IT” then there will be CONSEQUENCES.
You will receive THREE THINGS:
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1.

“GIFTS,”
2.

“REWARDS,” and
3.

“GREAT HONOR.”

The verse again concludes with a command from the King.
“SO TELL ME”:
1.

“THE DREAM” and

2.

“INTERPRET IT FOR ME.”
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v. 7 Once more they replied, “Let the king tell his servants the
dream, and we will interpret it.”
This TAKES US BACK to what they said previously in verse
4:
“Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it.”
Now, here in verse 7, they say exactly the same thing:
You “TELL” and we “INTERPRET.”

“TELL [US] THE DREAM, AND WE WILL INTERPRET IT.’”

Peterson paraphrases verse 7:
They answered, “If it please your majesty, tell us the
dream. We’ll give the interpretation.”
p. 1582

Miller says:
This verse plainly shows that the wise men were aware
that the king remembered the dream, for they pled with him
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to reveal it. Why would Nebuchadnezzar refuse to make
known the dream? Evidently he knew that these men would
offer some kind of interpretation, but there would be no way to
be certain that it was correct. However, if the wise men could
tell the king the dream he did know, then he would also
believe that they could accurately make known to him the
interpretation he did not know.
p. 82

Showers says:
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The wise men knew that they could not fulfill the king’s
demand. In order to postpone their impending deaths, they
pretended that they had not heard the king’s requirement.
They asked him a second time to relate the dream.
Nebuchadnezzar, recognizing their delay tactic, became more
emphatic in his demand. The elite Chaldeans told the king
that he was unreasonable—no great ruler had ever made such
a demand. He was requiring something that was humanly
impossible—only the gods could do what he wanted.
pp. 12-13

Boice says:

At this point we are probably to detect a rising note of
dismay in the wise men’s voices. “Let the king tell his
servants the dream, and we will interpret it” (v. 7).
Have you ever been in an interview when the
conversation went from bad to worse? That is what seems to
have happened here. Each side had a reasonable position.
The astrologers argued that they could not tell what the
dream meant unless the king told them what the dream was,
and the king replied that if they were true astrologers and not
fakes, they should be able to divine what he had dreamed.
This was going nowhere quickly. Nebuchadnezzar said, “I am
certain that you are trying to gain time, because you realize
that this is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me
the dream, there is just one penalty for you. You have
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conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, hoping the
situation will change. So then, tell me the dream, and I will
know that you can interpret it for me” (vv. 8-9).
p. 29
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v. 8 Then the king answered, “I am certain that you are trying
to gain time, because you realize that this is what I have
firmly decided:

Peterson paraphrases verse 8:

But the king said, “I know what you’re up to—you’re just
playing for time. You know you’re up a tree. You know
that if you can’t tell me my dream, you’re doomed.
p. 1582
The King now turns from REQUEST to ACCUSATION:
“I AM CERTAIN THAT YOU ARE TRYING TO GAIN
TIME.”
He then gives the REASON for his accusation:
“BECAUSE YOU REALIZE THAT THIS IS WHAT I
HAVE FIRMLY DECIDED.”

The phrase “I HAVE FIRMLY DECIDED” was REPEATED
ones again by the King. He made this same statement back in
verse 5.

Fyall says:
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However, the atmosphere turns distinctly unpleasant in
verses 5ff. and the king threatens the astrologers with violent
death if they fail to answer his question. Nebuchadnezzar’s
anger is fearsome and we might think unwarranted. Yet the
author is exposing the emptiness of the occult establishment. If
they had real knowledge it would be no more difficult to recount
than to interpret the dream. As had been said in 1:17 and is
about to be demonstrated God has given Daniel that ability. As
the confrontation continues in verses 8-11 the irony of the
situation is explored further. The king is almost certainly right
in alleging that they were trying to gain time.
p. 33

Walvoord says:
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The king, however, cuts them off abruptly, stating that he
is sure that they are simply trying to gain time. The phrase
“of certainty” stands first in the sentence for emphasis. He
accuses the wise men of attempting to “gain the time,”
literally, “to buy” time, “because ye see the thing is gone from
me.” This last phrase is a duplicate of the statement in verse
5 with the same problem of interpretation and could be
translated “because ye see the thing is certain with me,” or
“determined by me.” Nebuchadnezzar’s accusation implies
that he did remember the main facts of the dream sufficiently
to detect any invented interpretation which the wise men
might offer.
p. 51

Lange says:
. . . they aim to improve this circumstance in such a way as
eventually to avoid the interpretation altogether. Their
design is therefore properly “to gain time,” to postpone the
decision.
p. 71

Patrick & Lowth say:
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“Buying” or “redeeming the time” is a proverbial expression,
denoting men’s using their utmost endeavours to free
themselves out of some imminent danger or difficulty: gaining
time, being a considerable advantage to that purpose . . .
p. 644

Gangel says:

To paraphrase, “You guys are stalling because you know I
have forgotten the dream, but it’s not going to do you any
good. Your fate is already decided; get on with it.”
The NIV suggests a different paraphrase: “You guys are
stalling for time because you know I am serious about my
threats; get on with it.” The one penalty had already been
pronounced, and the stalling led the king to suspect a devious
conspiracy.
pp. 41-42
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(The Life You’ve Always Wanted by John Ortberg) Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – John Ortberg, 1997,
2002.

Some years ago we traded in my old Volkswagen Super Beetle
for our first piece of new furniture: a mauve sofa. It was
roughly the shade of Pepto-Bismol, but because it represented
to us a substantial investment, we thought “mauve” sounded
better.
The man at the furniture store warned us not to get it
when he found out we had small children. “You don’t want a
mauve sofa,” he advised. “Get something the color of dirt.”
But we had the naive optimism of young parenthood. “We
know how to handle our children,” we said. “Give us the
mauve sofa.”
From that moment on, we all knew clearly the number
one rule in the house. Don’t sit on the mauve sofa. Don’t
touch the mauve sofa. Don’t play around the mauve sofa.
Don’t eat on, breathe on, look at, or think about the mauve
sofa. Remember the forbidden tree in the Garden of Eden?
“On every other chair in the house you may freely sit, but
upon this sofa, the mauve sofa, you may not sit, for in the day
you sit thereupon, you shall surely die.”
Then came The Fall.
One day there appeared on the mauve sofa a stain. A red
stain. A red jelly stain.
So my wife, who had chosen the mauve sofa and adored it,
lined up our three children in front of it: Laura, age four, and
Mallory, two and a half, and Johnny, six months.
“Do you see that, children?” she asked. “That’s a stain. A
red stain. A red jelly stain. The man at the sofa store says it

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

92

is not coming out. Not forever. Do you know how long forever
is, children? That’s how long we’re going to stand here until
one of you tells me who put the stain on the mauve sofa.”
Mallory was the first to break. With trembling lips and
tear-filled eyes she said, “Laura did it.” Laura passionately
denied it. Then there was silence, for the longest time. No
one said a word. I knew the children wouldn’t, for they had
never seen their mother so upset. I knew they wouldn’t,
because they knew that if they did, they would spend eternity
in the time-out chair.
I knew they wouldn’t, because I was the one who put the
red jelly stain on the mauve sofa, and I knew I wasn’t saying
anything. I figured I would find a safe place to confess—such
as in a book I was going to write, maybe.
pp. 127-8
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v. 9 If you do not tell me the dream, there is just one penalty
for you. You have conspired to tell me misleading and
wicked things, hoping the situation will change. So then,
tell me the dream, and I will know that you can interpret
it for me.”
Peterson paraphrases verse 9:

I see right through you—you’re going to cook up some
fancy stories and confuse the issue until I change my
mind. Nothing doing! First tell me the dream, then I’ll
know that you’re on the up and up with the interpretation
not just blowing smoke in my eyes.”
p. 1582
The phrase “IF YOU DO NOT TELL ME” that begins verse 9,
TAKES US BACK to verse 5 where the PENALTY is spelled
out very clearly:
“I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned
into piles of rubble.
It is going to be:
“CHOP, CHOP and BOOM, BOOM!”

Nebuchadnezzar then expands his accusation. “YOU HAVE
CONSPIRED TO TELL ME” TWO THINGS:
1.

“MISLEADING . . . THINGS” and
2.

“WICKED THINGS.”
And you are doing all this:

“HOPING THE SITUATION WILL CHANGE.”
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The ACCUSATION is TWO-FOLD:
1.

verse 8—“you are trying to gain time” and

2. verse 9—“YOU HAVE CONSPIRED TO TELL ME
LEADING
AND WICKED THINGS.”
This would be a great verse for the AMERICAN PRESS!

Fyall says:

However, his further accusation that they are conspiring
against him probably reflects his insecurity rather than the
reality.
p. 33
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“YOU HAVE CONSPIRED TO TELL ME MISLEADING AND
WICKED THINGS, HOPING THE SITUATION WILL
CHANGE.”

Miller says:

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

96

“Misleading and wicked things” refers to false
interpretation of the dream. “Hoping the situation will
change” means until the king’s anger would subside. Once
more the wise men were commanded to reveal the dream so
that the king might be certain that their interpretation would
be trustworthy.
Why would Nebuchadnezzar be so willing to dispose of his
wise men? First, their inability to acquire the necessary
information proved that their power was limited and that they
were not in touch with the gods as they claimed. Second, the
king probably felt that the dream foretold some terrible
disaster that was going to befall him. After all,
Nebuchadnezzar had seen a manlike statue destroyed, which
he likely associated with himself or his empire. He may well
have felt insecure about his newly acquired kingdom, and he
many have considered the destruction of the statue a divine
omen to him that he and his empire were doomed. Perhaps
this led him to believe that someone was planning to
assassinate him and take away his kingdom. With intrigue in
the courts of that day common, such was a real possibility
(two out of the next three Babylonian kings were
assassinated). Traitors may have been in his midst planning
to overthrow his government at that very moment. Since a
coup usually was perpetrated by the military or the court, the
king may have wondered if some of these very wise men were
plotting against him. Thus he was not reluctant to rid himself
of them.
pp. 82-83

J. Vernon McGee says:
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The king really reveals here his lack of confidence in the wise
men of Babylon. I think they probably had failed him on
previous assignments, just as the prophets of Baal failed old
Ahab (but since Ahab died in battle, he didn’t have a chance to
retaliate). Nebuchadnezzar feels these men have been feeding
him a great deal of malarkey, and he is now putting them to a
real test. His reasoning at this point is very logical: If they
can tell him his dream, then it is reasonable to conclude that
their interpretation is genuine. If they cannot tell him his
dream, any interpretation would be under suspicion.
p. 535

Gowan says:
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Most commentators now point out that he must have known
enough of the dream to be able to recognize the sages’ version,
in order to be able to use it as a test.
p. 54

Wiersbe says:

The king was testing his counselors. I believe that

Nebuchadnezzar remembered the dream, pondered it, and
realized that it contained a significant message concerning
him and his kingdom. It must have brought fear and wonder
to his heart when he beheld this massive metallic image
smashed to atoms by a mysterious stone which then grew into
a mountain. The interpretation of this dream was too
important for the king to treat it as a routine matter. He
wanted to be sure that his “wise men” would give him the
correct meaning, for his future was involved in that dream.
He didn’t want to hear “misleading and wicked things” . . .
that they made up just to please the king. He wanted the
truth.
pp. 25-26

Keil & Delitzsch say:
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According to this, Nebudhandezzar wished to hear the dream
from the wise men that he might thus have a guarantee for
the correctness of the interpretation which they might give.
He could not thus have spoken to them if he had wholly
forgotten the dream, and had only a dark apprehension
remaining in his mind that he had dreamed.
p. 89

(Turkey Soup for the Sarcastic Soul: Finding God in the
simple, stupid, and sarcastic moments of life by Mike
Williams) USA: CC Books. Copyright – Mike Williams,
2001.

I have as much authority as the Pope, I just don’t have as
many people who believe it.
p. 93

George Carlin
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v.10 The astrologers answered the king, “There is not a man
on earth who can do what the king asks! No king,
however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of
any magician or enchanter or astrologer.

Peterson paraphrases verse 10:

The fortunetellers said, “Nobody anywhere can do what
you ask. And no king, great or small, has ever demanded
anything like this from any magician, enchanter, or
fortuneteller.
p. 1583
The ASTROLOGERS POINT THE FINGER, first at their
PROFESSION by saying:
“THERE IS NOT A MAN ON EARTH WHO CAN DO
WHAT THE KING ASKS!”
Of course, they are not aware that STANDING IN THE
WINGS IS DANIEL. He is waiting to come forth and fulfill
the King’s requirements.
They then POINT THE FINGER at the KING HIMSELF by
saying:
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“NO KING, HOWEVER GREAT AND MIGHTY, HAS
EVER ASKED SUCH A THING OF ANY MAGICIAN OR
ENCHANTER OR ASTROLOGER.”

The scriptures are filled with the LYING and the
LIMITATIONS of SATAN AND HIS KINGDOM.
1 Corinthians 2:14-17
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But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit
of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot
understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he
himself is appraised by no man. For who has known the
mind of the Lord, that he should instruct Him? But we
have the mind of Christ.
2 Corinthians 11:13-15
For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers,
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no
wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of
light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also
disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose
end shall be according to their deeds.
The CONTRAST is seen dramatically when MOSES AND
AARON CONFRONT PHARAOH with the consequences of
not allowing the people to go.

Exodus 8:19
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The magicians are able to duplicate the miraculous in the
blood and the frogs. When it comes to the gnats, they are not
able to do that. We read in:

The magicians said to Pharaoh, ‘This is the finger of God.’
But Pharaoh’s heart was hard and he would not listen,
just as the Lord had said.
On from there all through the TEN PLAGUES, there are
DIRECT ACTS OF GOD THAT ARE NOT DUPLICATED by
these magicians or these false leaders who are inspired by
Satanic activity.

You see it again in Numbers 16 with the REBELLION of:
Korah,

Dathan, and

Abiram.

You see it in:

1 Kings 18 with ELIJAH on Mount Carmel,
Genesis 6-9 with NOAH and the flood,

the MILITARY VICTORIES by the score. DAVID AND
GOLIATH and others where the Lord is victorious and
triumphant over the wicked forces of evil,
ACHIN stealing the things from Jericho,

NADAB and ABIHU offering strange fire,

JOB and SATAN.

Revelation 17:14
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and

ANANIAS and SAPHIRAH lying about a real estate deal,
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These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will
overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of
kings, and those who are with Him are the called and
chosen and faithful.”
Revelation 19:14, 15

And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen,
white and clean, were following Him on white horses.
And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it
He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a
rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce
wrath of God, the Almighty.

Revelation 20:10
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And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false
prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and
night forever and ever.

Gangel says of verse 10:

Here come the backup excuses:
 No one on earth can do what you ask.
 No king has ever asked this before.
 Only the gods have this information, and they never
share it with human beings.
Some see humility in these appeals, others just sheer terror.
After all, these fellows were paid to interpret dreams, read the
stars, and predict the future. Why did the gods whom they
represented all of a sudden desert them? The professors were
in over their heads, and they knew it. They could have said
no one can reveal it to the king except God (which some
expositors claim), but in this idolatrous empire that
interpretation seems unlikely.
p. 42

Phillips & Vines say:
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The wise men of Babylon were so arrogant that they said,
“There’s not a man on earth who knows this.” The intellects of
our day may think there aren’t answers to many of the great
questions of life, but there are.
Everybody needs answers to three questions: Who am I?
Where did I come from? Where am I going?
Some people have found the answers to those questions.
When a person is born again and the Holy Spirit comes into
his or her heart, that person has access to a wisdom from
above. That wisdom is beyond anything found in a textbook.
A janitor sweeping the steps on a college campus, if he knows
Christ, knows more about life and how to live it than the
arrogant professors who walk by him will ever know.
p. 38

(Write ‘Em Roughshod: Life ‘N Such Like by Peggy Godfrey)
Crestone, CO: MediaChaos. Copyright – Peggy Godfrey,
1994.
DAISY’S PUPS
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Daisy is a five-year-old miniature Schnauzer who belongs to my
neighbors, Linda and Max. Keep in mind that she has never
had a real litter of pups. Just don’t try to convince Daisy.
Twice a year she goes into heat, then after the proper
number of weeks she gets milk, then nests in her favorite chair.
With the natural sounds of labor she pants, groans, stretches to
look around at her back end while she gives birth to her
invisible pups. She doesn’t want help and defends her nest.
She milks herself until the puppies are weaned.
While they are helpless she protects the pups in “her” chair
by barking. She even bites disrespectful intruders—people or
dogs. After ten to fourteen days, about the time the pups would
be up and around, she prowls the house whining, crying, and
looking for her wandering pups.
After 4-5 weeks Daisy tires of the demands of motherhood.
When she quits being fussy about her chair, the family jokes
that Daisy has given away her puppies. Then the household
returns to its normal routine. Daisy has had four litters of
invisible pups for Linda and Max. Former owners claim she
had four litters for them, too.
p. 41
I think it would be good for us to conclude our meditation on
this particular verse with Psalm 1:

Blessed is the man
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked
or stand in the way of sinners
or sit in the seat of mockers.
But his delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither.
Whatever he does prospers.
Not so the wicked!
They are like chaff
that the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
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Psalm 119:105

Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light for my path.
Psalm 119:130 (NKJV)

The entrance of Your words gives light;
It gives understanding to the simple.
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v. 11 What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it
to the king except the gods, and they do not live among
men.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 11:
What you’re asking is impossible unless some god or
goddess should reveal it—and they don’t hang around
with people like us.”
p. 1583
Back in verse 10 the statement was:
“There is not a man on earth who can do what the king
asks!”
Now in verse 11:
“NO ONE CAN REVEAL IT TO THE KING EXCEPT
THE GODS.”

Miller says:

In v. 11 the astrologers confessed that only the gods possessed
the information sought by the king, and the gods “do not live
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among men [lit., “flesh”].” In other words, the gods knew, but
they were not there. This is a striking admission, for if only
the gods knew the dream, whoever revealed the dream must
be in touch with the gods. Nebuchadnezzar probably thought,
and rightly so, that since these astrologers claimed to be able
to communicate with the spirit world, they should be able to
discover the dream and its interpretation from the gods.
p. 83

Miller says further:
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The Babylonians were famous for their astrology, but it
could not help these “astrologers” in their time of need. Over
a hundred years earlier the God of Israel had challenged the
wise men of Babylon to deliver their nation from his power by
their sorceries, spells, and counsel from the stars . . . Such
practices could not save in ancient times, nor can they deliver
today. Only the true God possesses wisdom, power, and
salvation—gifts granted to all who call upon his name.
p. 83

Boice says:

Is that not interesting? “No one can reveal it to the king
except the gods,” said these astrologers. No, but there was
one true God who does reveal himself to men, who would later
say through Amos, “Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing
without revealing his plan to his servants the prophets” (Amos
3:7). In this case, God would reveal what he was about to do
through Daniel. The stage was set for the first great
revelation to Nebuchadnezzar of the reality, wisdom, and
power of the one true God.
p. 29

Campbell says:
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Finally, in desperation they confessed their total inability to
do what the king asked, asserting that no one else could do it
either (2:10-11). They even claimed that only deity could
reveal such things and confessed that they had no contact
with the gods (2:11).
p. 18

Smith says:

And when they declared (verse 11) that none but the gods
whose dwelling was not with flesh could make known the
king’s matter, it was a tacit acknowledgement that they had
no communication with these gods, and knew nothing beyond
what human wisdom and discernment could reveal.
p. 36

Berrigan says:
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Back to the strange encounter between the king, his
stalemated vizards, and Daniel. A thunderous double
command is issued. First, tell the king his dream; second,
interpret it! Our hero witnesses with a measure of sympathy
the confusion and dread of the Chaldean wizards. “Never” is
their anguished wail; and no wonder, for never in the memory
of human history was a like command issued.
pp. 25-26

Gangel says:
Let’s close this section with a somewhat lengthy but
helpful quote from Joseph Seiss, depicting this scenario.

Here was a full-grown heathenism of more than a
thousand years. Here were the combined strength and
wisdom of the most noted schools at the highest acme of
their glory. Whatever abilities existed in priest or savant,
astrologer or necromancer, wise man or magician, apart
from the anointed servants of the God of Israel, were here
concentrated and embodied. If these men failed, it was
the laying prostrate of all the wisdom, power, and art of
man. . . . When I read these words, formally given out by
the very chiefs in the name of them all, and sorrowfully
pronounced in the audience of the imperial majesty of the
earth as the utmost they could do to save themselves from
summary destruction, I see a veil of darkness drawn over
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all the wisdom, strength, and science of man which makes
me shudder as I gaze. . . . It proves to me, in brief
utterance, that all the religions, arts, sciences,
philosophies, attainments, and powers of man, apart from
God’s inspired prophets, and all-glorious Christ, are but
emptiness and vanity as regards any true and adequate
knowledge of the purposes and will of Jehovah or of the
destinies of man . . .
pp. 42-43

Phillips & Vines say:
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Remember what Jesus said: “I thank thee, O Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.
Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. All things
are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the
Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father,
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him” .
..
Some things come only by divine revelation, things that
only God in heaven can give to us. The Babylonian
professions said, “Nobody can do what you ask. No king has
ever asked anything like this.” And they added, “There is
none other that can show it before the king, except the gods,
whose dwelling is not with flesh” . . . What an amazing
admission. Here were men supposedly in touch with the gods,
yet by their own statement they revealed themselves as
frauds.
p. 38

Jeremiah says:

Why do some people read the Bible and not understand it
at all? Why do others find something new and wonderful
every time they read it? First Corinthians 2:14 says, “But the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned” (KJV). There stood the

religious leaders of Babylon, but they were incapable of
unlocking a revelation from God. They said, “There is not a
man on earth who can do what the king asks!” (Dan. 2:10).
This remark is at the core of the meaning of being a real
Christian. Here was Daniel on earth, virtually with
connections in heaven, who was able to bring heaven to bear
on the things of earth. Those other fellows were out of their
league. They were the best that the world had to offer, but
they couldn’t do the job that had to be done.
p. 50
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(Strength For Today by John F. MacArthur) Wheaton, IL:
Crossway Books / Good News. Copyright – John F.
MacArthur, 1997.
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James is calling you to take an inventory of your heart.
Take a look at yourself. What motivates you? Are you
motivated by the things that honor God? Are you motivated
by a love for others? Are you motivated by humility and
unselfishness? There is no single characteristic of
unredeemed man more obvious than his pride. And there is
nothing more characteristically evident of a redeemed person
than his humility.
(November 11)

“Bruce Almighty” Ignoring the Signs

The film Bruce Almighty raises sobering questions about how
God works in the world.

Bruce (Jim Carey) is a reporter who made a fool of himself on
national television, lost his job, was accosted by street toughs,
and had an emotional blow-up with his girlfriend, Grace
(Jennifer Aniston). With his world falling apart, Bruce takes
a midnight ride to clear his head and begins a pleading
conversation with God.

“Okay, God, you want me to talk to you? Then talk back. Tell
me what’s going on. What should I do? Give me a signal.”

As he utters these words, a glowing road construction sign,
directly in front of him, flashes: “Caution Ahead.”
But Bruce doesn’t notice. “I need your guidance, Lord,” he
begs, “please send me a sign.”
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Immediately a large road-crew truck pulls in front of him.
The back of the truck is filled with street signs in plain view:
“Stop.” “Dead End.” “Wrong Way.” “Do Not Enter.”
Again Bruce is oblivious. In fact, he becomes irritated to be
stuck behind the slow, rumbling truck. In frustration he
recklessly swerves to pass the truck and grumbles, “Lord, I
need a miracle. I’m desperate. I need your help, Lord.”
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Losing control of his car, he spins off the road and rams into a
lamp post. Jumping out of his hissing, mangled, steaming
vehicle, Bruce flings his arms into the air in utter disgust. He
rages at God.
“Fine, the gloves are off. Come on, let me see a little wrath.
Smite me, Almighty Smiter. You’re the one who should be
fired. The only one around here not doing his job is you.
Answer me.”
With precise timing, Bruce’s beeper goes off. He pulls it out,
and sees the numbers: 555-0123. [In a following scene we
discover that God is paging him.]

Deadpan, he says, “Sorry, don’t know you. Wouldn’t call you if
I did.”
Wrapped up in his own demands for how God must work,
Bruce can’t see or hear that God is answering.

Content: Rated PG-13 for language, sexual content, and crude
humor.
Elapsed Time: From the beginning of the credits, 00:21:03 to
00:23:25; DVD track 5

Citation: Bruce Almighty (Universal, 2003) directed by Tom

Shadyac, written by Steve Kornen and Mark O’Keef;
submitted by Winn Collier, Seneca, South Carolina

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today
International
(PreachingToday.com)
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(My Heart’s Cry: Longing For More of Jesus by Anne Graham
Lotz) Nashville, TN: W Publishing / Thomas Nelson.
Copyright – Anne Graham Lotz, 2002.
I had been bombarded by those who said they were speaking
to me on God’s behalf regarding my ministry, saying, “God
told me to tell you . . .” Was God telling me something
through them? Which voices were relaying the authentic
voice of the Shepherd? Again, I had to go to my Bible and
search the Scriptures, asking God to open my ears to the
Shepherd’s voice, and give me a Biblical word that would also
be a personal word. God does speak to me at times through
other people, but the test is that what others say should
always be in accord with and confirmed by His Word. So, as I
searched the Scriptures, I reflected on my journey in public
ministry to this point.
p. 11
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(My Heart’s Cry: Longing For More of Jesus by Anne Graham
Lotz) Nashville, TN: W Publishing / Thomas Nelson.
Copyright – Anne Graham Lotz, 2002.
So how do you and I know which speaker on the platform
is authentic? The only way we can discern the true from the
false is to know the Shepherd’s voice—God’s Word.
p. 16

(Above All by Brennan Manning) Brentwood, TN: Integrity.
Copyright – Brennan Manning, 2003.

If the demons’ main work is deception. Good Friday was
triumphant high noon for the father of lies. The crowd,
incited by the chief priests, demanded the freedom of
Barabbas from Pontius [Pilate], the visibly anxious procurator
of Rome.
The crowd was quickly becoming not only impossible but
dangerous. Pilate could not allow that to happen. The truth
about him was revealed in his life of compromise, in his
willingness, when the chips were down, to save himself by
doing what he must do. Satan’s pawn was a politician forced
to live by the version of truth that worked.
The wily work of the evil one continues in the world today
through maneuvers such as the monstrous atrocity of 9-11 for
allegedly religious reasons, but he moves in subtler ways
within the Christian community today. Like a shrewd enemy
commander, Satan circles the ramparts of our personality to
determine where we are most vulnerable. He knows the
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blatant temptations like murder, theft, adultery, and
character assassination would be instantly recognized and
dispatched. Therefore, he insinuates himself into that part of
our psyche [where] we are most vulnerable. For example, he
seduces us into dwelling on our past sins and stirs the pot of
self-hatred. Although these sins have been forgiven and
forgotten by God, the father of lies first robs us of the peace
and joy of the Holy Spirit.
Tormented by sins that no longer exist in the inner
reaches of eternity, we focus on memories of our lust, greed,
arrogance, missed opportunities, broken marriages, estranged
children, or pain inflicted on family, friends, or colleagues, and
in high dudgeon we lacerate ourselves for real and even
imagined failures.
pp. 107-108

The Holy Spirit Works Like Alka-Seltzer
To be filled with the Holy Spirit means that we allow him to
occupy and control every area of our lives . . . How much of
you does the Holy Spirit have?
When teaching this to my seminary students, I bring two
glasses of water and two packets of Alka-Seltzer to class. I
drop a packet of Alka-Seltzer, with the wrapper on, into one
glass. Then I plop an unsealed packet into the second glass,
and watch it fill with fizz.
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I say to my students, “Both glasses have the Alka-Seltzer, just
as all Christians have the Holy Spirit. But notice how you can
have the Holy Spirit and not his filling.” Our goal is to live in
such a way as to unwrap the packaging around the presence
and power of the Holy Spirit within us.

Citation: Adapted from James Emery White,
Long Night’s Journey into Day (WaterBrook, 2002)
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today
International
(PreachingToday.com)

“NO ONE CAN REVEAL IT TO THE KING EXCEPT THE
GODS.”
This phrase reminds me of ELIJAH ON MOUNT CARMEL:
1 Kings 18:22-29
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Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the Lord’s
prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty
prophets. Get two bulls for us. Let them choose one for
themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on
the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other
bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. Then you
call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name
of the Lord. The god who answers by fire—he is God.”
Then all the people said, “What you say is good.” Elijah
said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and
prepare it first, since there are so many of you. Call on
the name of your god, but do not light the fire.” So they
took the bull given them and prepared it. Then they
called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “O
Baal, answer us!” they shouted. But there was no
response; no one answered. And they danced around the
altar they had made. At noon Elijah began to taunt them.
“Shout louder!” he said. “ Surely he is a god! Perhaps he
is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is
sleeping and must be awakened.” So they shouted louder
and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was
their custom, until their blood flowed. Midday passed,
and they continued their frantic prophesying until the

Their LAST PHRASE in verse 11 is very important too:
“THEY DO NOT LIVE AMONG MEN.”
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time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response,
no one answered, no one paid attention.

I have news for you—He does in the prophets. He will when
Jesus Christ comes to take upon Himself human flesh and be
made in the likeness of men.

John 1:11-14
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He came to His own, and those who were His own did not
receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God, even to those
who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
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v. 12 This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered
the execution of all the wise men of Babylon.

Peterson paraphrases verse 12:

That set the king off. He lost his temper and ordered the
whole company of Babylonian wise men killed.
p. 1583
The King RESPONDED in TWO WAYS. He was:
1.

“ANGRY” and

2.

“FURIOUS.”

Smith says:

And while we cannot justify the extreme measures to which
he resorted, dooming them to death, and their houses to
destruction, we cannot but feel
a hearty sympathy with him in his condemnation of a class of
miserable impostors.
p. 36

Miller says:
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Infuriated by the astrologers’ blunt reply, the king ordered all
the “wise men” of Babylon to be executed. “To put to death” is
a translation of an Aramaic participle that may suggest the
slaying of the wise men had already begun (“were being
killed”), but probably the force of this participle is that of
imminent action, “about to be killed.” Montgomery seems
correct in assuming that the wise men were being assembled
for a formal execution and that the slaying of these officials
was not yet in progress. This sentence of death included
Daniel and his friends since they had been trained to be the
king’s wise men whether or not they already had commenced
these duties.
p. 84

Gowan says:
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The lengthy appeal and refusal conclude with their admission
that only
the gods could do that (v. 11). They may have attributed their
usual interpretations to divine revelation, but they had no
experience with a request such as this. So the king, in “a
violent rage,” and probably in extreme anxiety, ordered them
all executed.
p. 54

Fyall says:

It is not long before Nebuchadnezzar is to encounter a God
who is anything but remote and who is to appear right before
his terrified eyes. In any case the king’s anger brings events
to a dangerous climax and a decree is issued to kill the wise
men including Daniel and his friends.
p. 33

Showers says:

These insults from the very class of wise men to which the
king himself belonged were more than Nebuchadnezzar could
tolerate. In a fit of rage he ordered all the wise men of
Babylon to be killed. Although Daniel and his friends were
not present in this session, they were to be executed too. Once

Wiersbe soberly states:
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again God was presented with a fine opportunity to intervene
and display His sovereignty.
p. 13

Nebuchadnezzar could conquer empires, but he could not
conquer his own anger . . . He understood how to defeat the
enemy, but he could not understand the message of God.
p. 560

Blair says:
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Not only was the king’s violence directed toward the
Chaldeans, but against Daniel and his fellow Hebrews as well.
This surely evidences the deficiency of anger, for rarely is one
reasonable when he is angry. Until this outburst of rage, the
king had expressed unusual favor for Daniel and is fellows,
claiming them in “all matters of wisdom and understanding”
to be “ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers
that were in all his realm.” But how quickly this attitude of
esteem and respect became one of scorn and contempt.
p. 39

Longman says:

With that, the king orders all the “wise men” in Babylonia,
present in the court or not, put t death. The glove is thrown to
the ground; Daniel and his friends are put on the chopping
block. How will God resolve this dangerous situation?
p. 78

Joseph Parker says:
“For this cause the king was angry and very furious,”—
the kings soon got angry in olden times and in Oriental
nations,—“and commanded to destroy all the wise men of
Babylon.” Daniel was not one of the wise men of Babylon;
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Daniel was only a student at this time; he was preparing to
join the ranks of the wise men; but the king’s decree was
completely, all-inclusive, final, that every man who professed
to study wisdom be killed, because no man can be found to
recall my dream, and put it in the shape which I can
recognise. That was a short and easy method with imperfect
teachers; many would like to practise it now.
p. 361

Jeremiah says:
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The king completely lost it. He was “so angry and furious
that he ordered the execution of all the wise men of Babylon.
So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and
men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put them
to death” (Dan. 2:12-13).
Daniel wasn’t even around when the king called in his
cabinet of incompetents. But the death penalty was
nevertheless upon him. In reality there was more than a
violent temper that accounted for this decree. Here was a
man who was working under the devices of Satan, and the
whole purpose of Satan was to rid the world of Daniel. A man
who determines not to compromise his life usually gets
Satan’s attention.
pp. 50-51

(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative
Texas Dictionary by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX:
Republic of Texas Press. Copyright – Wallace O. Chariton,
1999.
Anger: 1. makes your mouth work faster than your mind 2.
can’t be angry and reasonable at the same time any more than
a horse can buck and eat oats at the same time
Angers: 1. chaps my hide (or butt) 2. boils my blood 3. pops
my cork 4. fries my patience 5. gets my dander (dandruff) up
6. gets a rise out of me quicker than a snake can stick out his
tongue 7. makes me want to kick a stump barefooted 8.

makes my butt dip snuff (or crochet a buttonhole) 9. tweaks
my beak
p. 11
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Angry female: 1. her fangs are flashing and her nails are
twitchin’
2. getting’ ready to throw a hissey fit 3. wearing war paint
instead of makeup 4. her purr turned to a growl 5. stoked up
hotter than the coals in a depot stove 6. hotter than a pot of
boiling collards
p. 11
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(Everybody’s Normal Till You Get to Know Them by John
Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – John
Ortberg, 2003.
Here is the ultimate example: Police Chief Jack Kellem of
Bellevue, Washington, reported that a motorist became so
irate when his vehicle got stuck in six inches of snow that he
pulled a tire iron from the trunk and smashed all the
windows. Then he hauled out a pistol and shot all four tires,
reloaded the gun, and emptied half of a second clip of bullets
into the car. “He killed it,” Kellem said. “It’s a case of
autocide.” Kellem said the man was sober and rational, but
very perturbed.
p. 129
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(Cowboy Songs—Compact Disk Michael Martin Murphey) ©
1990 Warner Bros. Records Inc. (Don Cook / Chick Rains)
Cross Keys Pub. Co., Inc. (CBS Music Group) Terrace
Music (A Div. of Terrace Entertainment Corp.) ASCAP
Let the Cowboy Dance
He ain’t been right, since she’s been gone
He’s been known to tie one on
Glass could break and chairs could fly
So we best keep him occupied

Chorus:

Let the cowboy dance, let him dance all night
Maybe he won’t fuss, maybe he won’t fight
It’s our only hope, it’s our only chance
Clear the floor boys, and let the cowboy dance
Let him kick up his heels, or he’ll kick down doors
Give him lots of room, when he hits the floor
If he asks to dance with your wife
Let her go boy, and save your life

Chorus
Music calms the savage beast
And he’s a big old boy, at the very least
He’ll get over her someday
Until then, stay outta his way

Chorus

(Track 13)
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(Slaying the Giants in Your Life: You Can Win the Battle and
Live Victoriously by David Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: W
Publishing Group / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – David
Jeremiah, 2001.
I’m not aware of a Bible paraphrase authored by Phyllis
Diller, but I know she has said, “Never go to bed mad. Stay
up and fight!” I hope she means to bring things out in the
open and come to a righteous resolution.
p. 111

(The Seeking Heart: Volume 4: The Library of Spiritual
Classics by Fenelon) Auburn, MA: The SeedSowers
Christian Book Publishing House. Copyright -Christian
Books Publishing House, MCMXCII.

Never make important decisions in a state of distress. You
just are not able to see clearly.
When you are calm and collected, you will find the will of
God more clearly known.
p. 55

v. 13 So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death,
and men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to
put them to death.

Peterson paraphrases verse 13:
When the death warrant was issued, Daniel and his
companions were included. They also were marked for
execution.
p. 1583

Gangel says:
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Our word furious comes from a word similar to a word we find
in Genesis 40:2 and 41:10 describing the wrath of Pharaoh.
But the real issue in verse 12 is the extent of the decree. The
king could have limited his judgment to the Chaldeans who
were doing all the talking. Or he could have included all four
groups named in verse 2. Since barbaric excess was a cultural
norm in ancient kingdoms, we should probably assume that
all the wise men in the city of Babylon fell under the curse.
Nebuchadnezzar intended to execute the entire faculty!
Passages like this in both Testaments remind us of God’s
great gift of democracy to countries of the Western world. The
old cliché is true despite its age and familiarity: “Power
corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” No

Campbell says:
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congress, no supreme court, no public opinion polls, no appeals
to the press. Nebuchadnezzar held life-and-death control over
every subject in the Babylonian kingdom.
p. 43

The king had the last word and it was terrifying!
Consumed with anger, he ordered a mess execution of all the
wise men in the kingdom including the trainees, Daniel and
his friends (2:13).
p. 18

Boice says:
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Daniel had not been party to this first confrontation, as I
said. He was too much of a junior wise man to be invited. But
when the command went out to execute the astrologers,
Daniel was nevertheless included. And it was not long before
Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, came to escort
Daniel and his friends to death row.
p. 29

Feinberg says:

Review for a moment the lives of such men as Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Daniel, Paul, Peter, the early
disciples and apostles. Did not each one find out
experientially the truth of the words: “‘For man is born for
trouble, as sparks fly upward’” (Job 5:7)? Those who were
greatly used of God were trained in the school of affliction and
hardship.
p. 53

Jeremiah says:

An old student of the Bible, Graham Scroggie, wrote a
powerful analysis of this particular situation, which gives us a
better understanding of the battle going on between
creationists and evolutionists today. He wrote:
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Oh, the sin and the folly of pretension. The emphasis is
not to be put on Nebuchadnezzar’s wrath and cruelty, but on
that which occasioned it. These sons of the colleges were
trained and paid to interpret mysteries, and it is reasonable
to assume that the means whereby they could know the
interpretation of a dream might also be employed to discover
the dream itself. The fact is, they were frauds. The four
Hebrews studied astrology to understand it, not to believe it,
just as today the theological student may study evolution to
understand it, but not to believe it. Daniel 2:10 shows in
one single sentence that all the astrology and necromancy
and oracles and dreams and mantic revelations of the whole
pagan world for six thousand years are nothing but
imbecilities and lies, and it proves that all the religions and
arts and sciences and philosophies and attainments and
powers of men apart from God-inspired prophets and an allglorious Christ are nothing but emptiness and vanity as
regards any true and adequate knowledge of the purpose
and will of God.
p. 51

(When Life and Beliefs Collide by Carolyn Custis James)
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – Carolyn C.
James, 2001.
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Through the worst of her struggle, her theology sustained
her. She didn’t know how it would all turn out, but she knew
the one who was taking her through these rough waters. Her
faith held firm because it was buoyed by her knowledge of his
character. Sometimes the only thing that kept her from
sinking was the certainty that God is good and can be trusted,
even when his ways made little sense to her. She knew she
could trust him, and she did. It was the last time I would ever
wonder if theology is important for women.
p. 44

(Perfect Trust by Charles Swindoll) Nashville, TN: J.
Countryman. Copyright – Charles R. Swindoll, Inc., 2000.

Augustine was correct, absolutely right when he said, “We
count on God’s mercy for our past mistakes; we count on God’s
love for our present needs; but we count on God’s sovereignty
for the future.”
p. 75

(Cries from the Cross: A Journey Into the Heart of Jesus by
Erwin W. Lutzer) Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright –
Erwin W. Lutzer, 2002.

Plagues and death around me fly,
Till He please I cannot die;
Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit.2
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2. Quoted in Charles Haddon Spurgeon, Christ’s Words from
the Cross (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993), 119.
p. 144

CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this
particular study?
LESSON #1: God is in the business of orchestrating the
circumstances in our lives to use us for His glory.
LESSON #2: Do you find yourself suffering from a troubled
mind and insomnia?
LESSON #3: It is a mission of futility to pursue the spirit
world apart from a relationship to God through Jesus
Christ.
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LESSON #4: Nebuchadnezzar requires that they tell him first
the dream and then to interpret it so that he knows that
they are genuine.
LESSON #5: Failure to complete their tasks will involve
execution.

LESSON #6: “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God” (Heb. 10:31 KJV).

LESSON #7: If these leaders accomplish his task, there will
be “gifts and rewards and great honor” (verse 6).
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LESSON #8: We who are believers long to hear “well done,
thou good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21 KJV) and we
have the anticipation that “eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things
which God has prepared for those who love Him”
(1 Cor. 2:9 NKJV).
LESSON #9: None of us will be able to manipulate God in
order to gain time for our personal agendas.

LESSON #10: Hoping the situation will change reminds me
of Numbers 23:19: “God is not a man, that he should lie,
nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does
he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not
fulfill?” (NIV).
LESSON #11: There are serious consequences when you
make major decisions when you are angry.

LESSON #12: I rest in the assurance of Your unchanging
grace and Your all encompassing sovereignty.
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For Daniel it is an incredible crisis because he and his three
friends are on the list for execution. I am reminded of
ESTHER’S statement in:
Esther 4:16
“Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and
fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or
day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is
done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the
law. And if I perish, I perish.”

Campbell says:
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The abject confession of the “wise men” is striking and
sets the stage for Daniel who is “a man upon the earth to tell
the king’s matter,” a man in touch with the true God in
heaven who will reveal the dream and its interpretation to His
servant.
But the humiliation of the king’s advisers is also the
humiliation of human wisdom. Dr. Joseph A. Seiss rightly
observes that the failure of the wise men shows “the
incompetence of all mere human resources, learning and
power to ascertain the mind and will of God apart from His
own revelations.” In an astute survey of the history of human
thought Seiss asserts, “Here was a full-grown heathenism of
more than a thousand years. Here were the combined
strength and wisdom of the most noted schools in the highest
acme of their glory. . . . If these men failed, it was the laying
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prostrate of all the wisdom, power, and art of man. . . . It
proves to me, in one brief utterance, that all the religions,
arts, sciences, philosophies, attainments, and powers of man,
apart from God’s inspired prophets and all-glorious Christ, are
but emptiness and vanity as regards any true and adequate
knowledge of the purposes and will of Jehovah or of the
destinies of man. . . . It is to the modest Daniels and to the
humble Nazarenes, after all, that the proud world must come
to find out His mind and purposes” (Voices from Babylon
[Philadelphia: Porter and Coates, 1879], pp. 47-49).
p. 18

He says finally:
If men persist in rejecting God’s revelation they have only
themselves to blame if they continue in uncertainty and
confusion.
p. 19

Fyall says:
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This introduction has been no mere space-filler. It has
cleverly built up a picture of a volatile and insecure
Nebuchadnezzar ready to use his power in an arbitrary way.
It has likewise exposed the hollowness of the ‘wise men’ of
Babylon. But it has done more. The echoes of Genesis 41 and
Exodus 7 are powerful reminders that the God of the
Patriarchs and the God of the Exodus is at work behind the
scenes and we are not surprised when Daniel comes into
greater prominence.
pp. 33-34

Lucas says:
Where the Chaldeans, and by implication their gods, fail,
Daniel succeeds through the wisdom given by his God.
p. 71
Colossians 1:12-14

giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share
in the inheritance of the saints in light. For He delivered
us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the
kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Romans 11:33

James 1:5
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Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments
and unfathomable His ways!

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who
gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it
will be given to him.

James 3:14-17
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But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in
your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the
truth. This wisdom is not that which comes down from
above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. For where
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and
every evil thing. But the wisdom from above is first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good
fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.

(Cries from the Cross: A Journey Into the Heart of Jesus by
Erwin W. Lutzer) Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright –
Erwin W. Lutzer, 2002.
Someone has written,

Upon a Life I did not live
Upon a Death I did not die
Another’s death—Another’s life
I cast my soul eternally.

Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf speaks the words
for us today:

Bold shall I stand in Thy great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay?
Fully absolved through these I am
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.7
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7. Count Nikolaus Ludwin von Zinzendorf (1700-1760), trans.
John Wesley (1703-1791), “Jesus, Thy Blood and
Righteousness.”
pp. 133-4

(He Chose the Nails: What God Did to Win Your Heart by
Max Lucado) Nashville, TN: Word. Copyright – Max
Lucado, 2000.
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May I state the obvious application? God isn’t angry with
you. He has already dealt with your mistake.
Somewhere, sometime, somehow you got tangled up in
garbage, and you’ve been avoiding God. You’re allowed a veil
of guilt to come between you and your Father. You wonder if
you could ever feel close to God again. The message of the
torn flesh is you can. God welcomes you. God is not avoiding
you. God is not resisting you. The curtain is down, the door is
open, and God invites you in.
Don’t trust your conscience. Trust the cross. The blood
has been spilt and the veil has been split. You are welcome in
God’s presence. And you don’t even have to bring cookies.
p. 85

(Imperfect Control: Our Lifelong Struggles With Power and
Surrender by Judith Viorst) New York, NY: Simon &
Schuster. Copyright - Judith Viorst, 1998.

One hospice worker recalls the rare request she couldn’t
grant. It came from a born-again Christian, with whom she’d
established a very warm and close relationship. She had
asked him, she said, to tell her if there was anything in
particular that he wanted. He said that yes, there was
something he wanted—a lot. And then, to her surprise, he
said that what he wanted was . . . a deathbed conversion.
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However, there was a problem: The conversion that he longed
for wasn’t his conversion—it was hers. Because he liked her
so much, she said, he wanted to save her soul “by getting me
to take Jesus into my life. He wanted to convert me from
Judaism to Christianity on his deathbed!”
Though she had to tell him no, she likes to feel that she’s
willing to go the extra mile.
p. 293
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(Touching the Clouds: Encouraging Stories to Make Your
Faith Soar by Fran Caffey Sandin) Colorado Springs, CO:
NavPress. Copyright – Fran Caffey Sandin, 2003.

I strained to have an intimate relationship without it
being either too religiously rigid or too casual, but as I got to
know Him better, He became my Abba, my Daddy. Jesus said
to address God as “Our Father.” One day, like any caring
parent, He said in my spirit, “Knock it off, Mable, I’m tired of
this game, aren’t you?” And I was.
How liberating when I finally dropped my pretenses and
just exposed myself to Him, warts and all, and like a little
child, experienced freedom in His presence. No longer was it a
stiff, uncomfortable, ritualistic encounter. Instead it was as if
I were walking with Jesus, holding His hand, and being
transparent, totally honest, with nothing hidden.
p. 46
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(Men’s Devotional Bible: NIV by Zondervan) Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan Publishing House. Copyright – Zondervan
Corp., 1993.
VERSE FOR THE DAY:

John 7:37

AUTHOR: PASSAGE FOR THE
DAY:

Max Lucado
7:37-44

Thirsty for Righteousness

John

“IF ANYONE is thirsty,” Jesus once said, “let him come to me
and drink” (John 7:37).
Admission of thirst doesn’t come easy for us. False
fountains pacify our cravings with sugary swallows of
pleasure. But there comes a time when pleasure doesn’t
satisfy. There comes a dark hour in every life when the world
caves in and we are left trapped in the rubble of reality,
parched and dying.
Some would rather die than admit it. Others admit and
escape death.
“God, I need help.”
So the thirsty come. A ragged lot we are, bound together
by broken dreams and collapsed promises. Fortunes that
were never made. Families that were never built. Promises
that were never kept . . .
And we are very thirsty.
Not thirsty for fame, possessions, passion or romance.
We’ve drunk from those pools. They are salt water in the
desert. They don’t quench—they kill.
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“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness . . .”
Righteousness. That’s it. That’s what we are thirsty for.
We’re thirsty for a clean conscience. We crave a clean slate.
We yearn for a fresh start. We pray for a hand which will
enter the dark cavern of our world and do for us the one thing
we can’t do for ourselves—make us right again.
p. 1138

Titanic Ticket Unused
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An unused Titanic ticket—the only first-class passage booked
that was not used—belonged to a Liverpool clergyman. The
Reverend John Stuart Holden was unable to make the journey
when his wife fell ill the day before the luxury liner’s doomed
voyage in 1912.
More than 1,500 passengers and crew died following the ship’s
collision with an iceberg. After the ship sank, Holden hung
the ticket in a cardboard frame on which he wrote: “Who
redeemeth thy life from destruction.”
The Merseyside Maritime Museum, in Liverpool, has kept the
ticket in its archives since 1970.
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