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A Practical Study of DANIEL 
 

PART IV 
 

SESSION #20:  Daniel 10:10-11:1 
 

 
TEXT: 
 
v. 10  A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 
v. 11  He said, “Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the 
words I am about to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to 
you.”  And when he said this to me, I stood up trembling. 
v. 12  Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel.  Since the first day that 
you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your 
God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to them. 
v. 13  But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days.  
Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was 
detained there with the king of Persia. 
v. 14  Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the 
future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come.” 
v. 15  While he was saying this to me, I bowed with my face toward the ground 
and was speechless. 
v. 16  Then one who looked like a man touched my lips, and I opened my mouth 
and began to speak.  I said to the one standing before me, “I am overcome with 
anguish because of the vision, my lord, and I am helpless. 
v. 17  How can I, your servant, talk with you, my lord?  My strength is gone 
and I can hardly breathe.” 
v. 18  Again the one who looked like a man touched me and gave me strength. 
v. 19  “Do not be afraid, O man highly esteemed,” he said.  “Peace!  Be strong 
now; be strong.”  When he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Speak, 
my lord, since you have given me strength.” 
v. 20  So he said, “Do you know why I have come to you?  Soon I will return to 
fight against the prince of Persia, and when I go, the prince of Greece will 
come; 
v. 21  but first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. (No one 
supports me against them except Michael, your prince. 
11:v. 1  And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I took my stand to support 
and protect him.) 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 

Cowboy and Church 
 
One Sunday morning an old cowboy entered a church just before services were 
to begin. 
 
Although the old man and his clothes were spotlessly clean, he wore jeans, a 
denim shirt and boots that were very worn and ragged.  In his hand he carried 
a worn out old hat and an equally worn out Bible.   
 
The church he entered was in a very upscale and exclusive part of town.  It was 
the largest and most beautiful church the old cowboy had ever seen.  The 
people of the congregation were all dressed in expensive clothes and 
accessories. 
 
As the cowboy took a seat, the others moved away from him.  No one greeted, 
spoke to, or welcomed him.  They were all appalled at his appearance and did 
not attempt to hide it.  The preacher gave a long sermon about hellfire and 
brimstone and a stern lecture on how much money the church needed to do 
God’s work. 
 
As the old cowboy was leaving the church, the preacher approached him and 
asked the cowboy to do him a favor.  “Before you come back in here again, have 
a talk with God and ask him what He thinks would be appropriate attire for 
worship.”  The old cowboy assured the preacher he would. 
 
The next Sunday, he showed up for the services wearing the same ragged 
jeans, shirt, boots, and hat.  Once again he was completely shunned and 
ignored.  The preacher approached the man and said, “I thought I asked you to 
talk to God before you came back to our church.” 
 
“I did,” replied the old cowboy.   
 
“If you spoke to God, what did He tell you the proper attire should be for 
worshiping in here?” asked the preacher. 
 
“Well, sir, God told me that He didn’t have a clue what I should wear.  He said 
He’s never been in this church!” 
 
(Received via email from Helen Cates, April 26, 2005) 
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(Laughter from Heaven by Barbara Johnson) Nashville, TN: W Publishing 
Group / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Barbara Johnson, 2004.  

 
Always read books that will make you look good  

if you die in the middle of one of them.3 

 
Have you ever felt that even though you’re taking  

things “one day at a time,”  
it’s about twenty-four hours more than you can take? 

 
Patient:   Doctor, I have a serious memory problem.  I can’t  
  remember anything! 
 
Doctor:  When did you start noticing this problem? 
 
Patient: What problem? 
p. 9 
 
 
A man had just undergone surgery, and as he came out of the anesthesia, he 
said, “Why are all the blinds drawn?” 
 “There’s a big fire across the street,” the nurse explained, “and we didn’t 
want you to wake up and think the operation was a failure.”7 
p. 14 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#20-Daniel10_10-11_1.doc 
 

4 

Heaven 
 
They were 95 years old, and had been married for sixty years.  Though they were 
far from rich, they managed to get by because they watched their pennies.  Though 
not young, they were both in good health, largely due to the wife’s insistence on 
healthy foods and exercise for the last 2 decades. 
 
One day, their good health didn’t help when they went on a rare vacation and 
their plane unfortunately crashed, sending them off to Heaven. 
 
They reached the pearly gates, and St. Peter escorted them inside.  He took them 
to a beautiful mansion, furnished in gold and fine silks, with a fully stocked 
kitchen and a waterfall in the master bath.  A maid could be seen hanging their 
favorite clothes in the closet.  They gasped in astonishment when he said, 
“Welcome to Heaven.  This will be your home now.” 
 
The old man asked Peter how much all this was going to cost.  “Why, nothing,” 
Peter replied; “remember, this is your reward in Heaven.” 
 
The old man looked out the window and right there he saw a championship golf 
course, finer and more beautiful than any ever-built on Earth.  “What are the 
greens fees?” grumbled the old man. 
 
“This is heaven,” St. Peter replied.  “You can play for free, every day, any time of 
the day that you want.” 
 
Next they went to the clubhouse and saw the lavish buffet lunch, with every 
imaginable cuisine laid out before them, from seafood to steaks to exotic desserts, free-
flowing beverages.  “Don’t even ask,” said St. Peter to the man.  “This is Heaven, it is 
all free for you to enjoy.” 
 
The old man looked around and glanced nervously at his wife.  “Well, where are the 
low fat and low cholesterol foods, and the decaffeinated tea?” he asked. 
 
“That’s the best part,” St. Peter replied.  “You can eat and drink as much as you like of 
whatever you like, and you will never get fat or sick.  This is Heaven!” 
 
The old man inquired, “No gym to work out at?” 
 
“Not unless you want to,” was the answer. 
 
“No testing my sugar or blood pressure or . . .” 
 
“Never again.  All you do here is enjoy yourself.” 
 
The old man glared at his wife and said, “You and your bran muffins.  We could have 
been here twenty five years ago.” 
 
(Received via email from Floyd Edwards, April 8, 2005) 
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(Cowboy Poets & Cowboy Poetry edited by David Stanley & Elaine Thatcher) 
Chicago, IL: University of Illinois Press. Copyright – Board of Trustees 
of the University of Illinois, 2000.  

 
Motorcycle Cowboy 
 
I’d just swung in the saddle 
 from shuttin’ the corral-gate latch— 
I hear a roar like cuttin’ wood 
 or noise from the oil patch. 
 
I rode up on a ridge 
 and couldn’t believe what I see: 
A neighbor kid under a motorcycle, 
 his ankle as big as a tree. 
 
Said he was drivin’ cattle, 
 went out to turn a calf; 
I looked at the wreck one more time 
 then turned my head to laugh. 
 
Didn’t quite know what happened, 
 had ‘em about run down, 
The little bugger doubled back 
 and somehow put them both on the ground. 
 
The gas tank was caved in on one side; 
 He stepped back with a sigh 
And said those handlebars looked like 
 They’re almost a foot too high. 
 
I looked away for a glance 
 to see what the cattle had done; 
Half a mile away, their tails in the air, 
 Down the draw they run. 
 
After lots of hammerin’ and bendin’, 
 he said it’d be alright, 
Burned out throwin’ dirt in the air 
 to get the cattle back in sight. 
 
I don’t consider myself one 
 stuck on old-timers’ ways, 
But certain things ain’t meant for change, 
 no matter how modern the days. 
p. 146 
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(Cowboy Poets & Cowboy Poetry edited by David Stanley & Elaine Thatcher) 
Chicago, IL: University of Illinois Press. Copyright – Board of Trustees 
of the University of Illinois, 2000.  

 
I watched him through the dusty plumber’s glass: 
The mud-caked jeans, unshaven face, 
The squinting eye.  He looked so very tired 
—and old!  My heart caught in my throat 
And through the quick hot tears I saw 
My life’s one verity, the pivot point 
On which my world revolves: 
I love you, and I always will, my dear. 
p. 254 
 
 
 
(The Book of Texas Wisdom: Common Sense and Uncommon Genius from 101 

Great Texans compiled and edited by Dr. Criswell Freeman) Nashville, 
TN: Walnut Grove Press. Copyright – Walnut Grove Press, 1995.  

 
Pain comes like the weather, 

but joy is a choice. 
Rodney Crowell 

p. 89 
 
 

I know the secret to success. 
It is my friend, discipline. 

Bella Karolyi 
p. 94 
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Prisoner Smokes Bible—Gets Saved 
 
The prisons in the Canadian province of Quebec enforce a ban on smoking.  
With no cigarettes, the inmates have resorted to creative solutions.  In place of 
tobacco, some use a mixture of tea leaves and residue from the nicotine gum 
provided to help smokers kick the addiction. 
 
The concoction is rolled up in a page from the Bible.  The Bible is used because 
those pages reportedly burn slower than normal paper. 
 
An inmate named Robert told reporters, “I smoked Matthew.  I smoked Mark. I 
smoked Luke.  When I got to John, I read about how God loves me.  Now I don’t 
smoke, because now I am a Christian.” 
 

Citation: CBC Radio News, (1-22-05);  
submitted by Kirk MacLeod, Keswick, Ontario 

 
© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(Epic: The Story God is Telling and the Role That is Yours to Play by John 

Eldredge) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – John Eldredge, 
2004.  

 
One of the things that surprised me when I first read the New 
Testament seriously was that it talked so much about a Dark Power in 
the universe—a mighty evil spirit who was held to be the Power behind 
death, disease, and sin . . . Christianity thinks this Dark Power was 
created by God, and was good when he was created, and went wrong.  
Christianity agrees . . . this is a universe at war.  

(C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity) 
p. 40 
 
 
Daniel in Study #20 in our series in the Book of Daniel certainly is much aware 
of the: 
 
 DARK POWERS OF THE UNIVERSE and  
 

SATAN’S SYSTEM OF RESISTANCE to oppose all that involves God’s 
plan and purpose. 
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As the scene of our study opens, Daniel has celebrated his 90th birthday.  He 
has just a few years remaining in his service down here on earth. 
 
 
In our first study he had a glorious revelation of the pre-incarnate Christ that I 
believe was designed to help this faithful servant make a strong finish and to 
verify to him that the Lord is very intimately involved in all the activities of his 
life. 
 
 
Now as we launch into this second study, we also become very much aware of 
Satan and his continuous activity of resistance.  This state of warfare that 
exists, not only involves total and complete opposition to God’s purposes and 
plan, but it also involves satanic activity in regard to national entities.  It even 
goes further to the fact that we, as believers, are constantly in warfare against 
the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
 
 
 
Bible.org titles this section that we going to be studying as: 
 
[The Veil is Lifted—Birth, baptism, and transfiguration of our Lord] 
 
. . . the veil concealing the glory of our Lord was lifted, and the heavens opened 
revealing the angelic hosts.  . . . [see the unseen and live in light of those 
realities.] 
 
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 10:1-21 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.) 
 
 
 
Miller titles these first verses: 
 
The Interpreting Angel’s Explanation (10:10-14) 
p. 283 
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Ironside says: 
 
He himself was not one of those who returned; doubtless from the fact that he 
was in a position requiring his attendance upon the king, and was also a very 
aged man, probably about ninety years old.  We see him waiting quietly for the 
time when he is to leave the world behind, in which he has seen so many 
changes and upheavals; but his heart is exercised about the remnant of his 
nation who have gone up to the place of Jehovah’s name; and you find him in 
deep grief, deep sorrow of heart—that sorrow of heart which perhaps only 
those know who, as Daniel, enter into the true state of the people of God.  Even 
those who had gone up to Jerusalem failed from the very beginning in carrying 
out the mind of God in its fulness.  They went up with a measure of 
enthusiasm, and were gathered back to their holy city in ruin; but alas, 
slothfulness and indifferences to God’s glory soon began to eat like a canker 
among them, and alliances were formed with the strangers surrounding 
Jerusalem, so that God really got very little out of their returning to the place 
of His temple and altar. 
pp. 172-3 
 
 
 
Gowan says: 
 
The chapter divisions are thus somewhat unfortunate, in that they tend to 
disguise the structure of this long unit.  A more appropriate division into 
chapters would have included 10:1-11:1 as the introduction, 11:2-12:4 as the 
body, and 12:5-13 as the conclusion. 
p. 141 
 
 
 
Gowan titles this section that we are going to be studying: 
 
Daniel Is Prepared for the Revelation (10:10-11:1) 
p. 143 
 
 
 
Boice titles this section of Daniel as: 
 
Spiritual Wickedness in High Places 
p. 104 
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Boice then says: 
 
The chapter may be studied from a number of directions.  It gives insight into 
Daniel’s concern for his people and for the work being done so far away in 
Jerusalem.  It contains important lessons about prayer.  Chiefly, however, 
chapter 10 opens the door on the spiritual warfare that we know from other 
passages is being waged around the work of God.  The chapter begins by saying 
that the message Daniel received “concerned a great war,” described in chapter 
11.  But before this earthly war is described, we are given a glimpse of a 
greater earlier war going on in heaven. 
p. 104 
 
 
 
Dykes says: 
 

Daniel’s conversation with the angel Gabriel in Daniel 10 gives us a 
glimpse of what takes place behind the scenes of this physical world.  He 
enables us to look into the invisible spiritual world of how the good angels of 
God and the fallen angels of Satan interact. 
p. 115 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
During World War II, soldiers were often given small Bibles to take into battle.  A 
veteran once showed me his Bible.  A German bullet had punctured it and passed 
halfway through until it stopped in Psalm 91.  The veteran pointed to Psalm 
91:11, which says, “For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in 
all your ways.” The ministry of angels is continually occurring, although we are 
not aware of what is happening.  What we think are ordinary coincidences are 
often the result of the ministry of angels.   
p. 116 
 
 
Let us begin our study now by looking at the individual verses in  
Daniel 10:10-11:1. 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#20-Daniel10_10-11_1.doc 
 

11 

v. 10  A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 10: 
 

A hand touched me and pulled me to my hands and knees. 
p. 1602 
 
 
 
Bible.org outlines our passage in the following way: 
 
Verses 10-14 disclose the words of the angel who spoke to Daniel, explaining 
the purpose of his visitation and the reason for his delay.  In verses 15-17, an 
account is given of the debilitating impact this visitation had on Daniel.  Verse 
18 of chapter 10 through verse 1 of chapter 11 provides a record of the 
encouragement and strengthening of the angel, along with his account of the 
part he plays in matters in heaven and on earth. 
 
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 10:1-21 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.) 
 
 
 
They then outline the passage with three points: 
 

(4) The angel’s words to Daniel verses 10-14 
 
(5) Daniel’s weakness verses 15-17 
 
(6) The angel’s ministry verses 18–11:1 

 
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 10:1-21 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.) 
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Bible.org says finally: 
 
Being in the presence of the glorified Lord had the same effect on Daniel as on 
others who saw Him in His glory.  Involuntarily, Daniel fell prostrate to the 
ground, weakened by the sight of our Lord’s splendor.  An angelic hand 
reached out and touched Daniel, lifting him from the ground so that he was 
now on his hands and knees.   
 
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 10:1-21 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.) 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
He was then aroused from his sleep by the angel so he might receive the 
revelation the angel had come to deliver. 
p. 1366 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
Now the vision of Christ has passed, and the interpreting angel enters the 
picture.  He touched the prophet and raised him from the ground so that he 
was resting on his “hands and knees.”  Daniel was “trembling” with weakness 
and fear and was barely able to keep himself from falling back down on his 
face.  Although it is strange that his name was not given as in the previous two 
visions . . . many scholars identify this angel as Gabriel, a view that probably is 
correct.  Gabriel served as a communicator of God’s messages on several 
occasions . . . 
p. 283 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
This heavenly messenger was sent by the [pre]incarnate Christ to answer 
Daniel’s petition.  Who could he have been?  Well, I suggest that he was 
Gabriel, since Gabriel was sent to Daniel on other occasions; yet he could have 
been any other angel. 
p. 592 
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Haskell says: 
 

Then Gabriel, the angel who had so often talked with Daniel, touched him 
with his hand, and lifted his prostrate form.  He said, “O Daniel, a man greatly 
beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright; for 
unto thee am I now sent.”  There was power in the touch of the angel’s hand.  
There was power in the touch of the Saviour’s hand.  When on earth, virtue, life, 
the healing power of God, constantly radiated from him.  He could touch the 
leper, and a life-current flowed from him to the diseased one. 
p. 157 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 

Yet though he was the man greatly beloved and enjoyed the favor of the 
Lord to a high degree, though he had been such a faithful servant for so many 
years and honored the Lord as but few of the great men of God have done, 
when he comes face to face with the Lord of Glory, he utterly collapses and 
sinks into the dust in His holy and glorious presence.  And that is the place 
which belongs to every saint, even the most advanced in spiritual knowledge 
and the most self-sacrificing in service.  In His presence we must own our utter 
nothingness and unworthiness. 
p. 157 
 
 
 
Blair says: 
 
It does not appear that the hand that touched Daniel was the hand of the Lord 
whom he had just seen.  Possibly it was the angel Gabriel or another of the 
heavenly messengers.  As the result of the vision he had witnessed, Daniel had 
fallen into a “deep sleep.” 
p. 204 
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Wiersbe says: 
 
We get the impression that the glorious man clothed in linen vanished from the 
scene and one of the angels, perhaps Gabriel, touched Daniel.  The old prophet 
was on his face on the ground, but the ministry of the angel enabled him to lift 
himself to his hands and knees.  The angel spoke to him and this gave him the 
strength to stand upright.  This reminds us that the angels ministered to our 
Lord after His temptation . . . and in the garden when He prayed . . . This is 
the third time Daniel was touched by an angel . . . 
p. 124 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
This seems to be a distinct appearance from that described ver. 5, not so terrible, 
but nearer approaching to a human form . . . and may probably be supposed to be 
the angel Gabriel, who had been sent to Daniel upon the like occasions . . . The 
Logos, or Son of God, in the representations made of him in the Old Testament, 
usually appears with a retinue of angels attending him . . . And in this prophecy  
. . . we have a vision of several angels attending upon one principal one . . . The 
same retinue of angels may be observed in Zechary’s visions, . . . The angel who 
now appeared to Daniel, putting forth his hand, raised him from the ground, and 
restored him to his former strength in some degree . . . 
p. 674 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
With the Angel’s help, Daniel was able to recover somewhat, but notice that he 
was not yet able to stand erect; his strength was restored to him only 
gradually. 
p. 141 
 
 
 
Keil & Delitzsch say: 
 
When Daniel heard the voice, which according to ver. 6 was like the noise of a 
multitude, he was stunned, and fell on his face to the ground . . . 
p. 415 
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Longman says: 
 
The present section opens with the first of three supernatural ministrations 
(see also vv. 16, 18).  Towner aptly calls these three angelic touches “celestial 
first aid.”6 
 

6.  Towner, Daniel, 152. 
p. 248 
 
 
 
Campbell titles these first two verses, verses 10 & 11, and then says: 
 
Angelic ministry to Daniel (vv. 10-11).  While in a state of emotional shock, 
Daniel was touched by the hand of an angel.  Since the previous vision was of 
the Son of God, it was probably Gabriel who now appeared to minister to the 
prophet.  Daniel was brought back to consciousness by the angel’s touch and 
enabled to rise to his knees.  Then the angel spoke, exhorting him to stand 
erect and give careful attention to his words. 
p. 119 
 
 
 
Phillips & Vines say: 
 

It would seem, from what follows, that Daniel was now addressed by an 
angel, probably the angel Gabriel, who presumably accompanied the divine 
visitor.  It must have been both reassuring and comforting for Daniel to be told 
he was a man greatly beloved.  There was no ground for terror.  The visitor had 
come to comfort and not to condemn, to reveal and not to revile.  Daniel was to 
get up and stand on his feet like the man greatly beloved of God that he was.  
Daniel stood up, but he could not control his trembling.  What a rebuke this is to 
presumption and spiritual pride.  We tremble at the thought of those who think 
they can command God to do this or that or who use flippant and irreverent 
terms to address the one who sits on the heavenly throne. 
p. 161 
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Walvoord says: 
 

In verse 10, Daniel records that in his extremity a hand touched him, 
raising him sufficiently so that now he was resting on his hands and knees.  If 
the original vision was a theophany or an appearance of God, it is evident that 
this is another personage, probably an angel.  It is said that the angel “set me 
upon my knees,” literally translated, “shook me up upon my knees.”  The action 
was much like arousing one from sleep. 
p. 245 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
 God imparts strength to this servant of His in such a way that His 
personal interest in him is very apparent.  Daniel seems capable of detecting 
the presence of only the hand.  The person behind the hand is not discerned.  It 
may well have been the hand of the angel who stood before him.  But Daniel, 
having fallen to the ground, was unable to sense more than the touch of the 
hand. 
p. 453 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 The next step, the result of the touch, is stated with a rather pregnant 
expression: “He shook me upon my knees and my hands.”  We believe that we 
have come fairly close to the import of this statement by using the double 
participle “rousing and raising me.”  We do not believe that the A. R. V.m.  
gives the correct impression when it renders “set me tottering.”  The 
impression that is to be conveyed is that the process of strengthening the man 
of God was one of consecutive steps, each bringing him a bit nearer to the point 
of being fully capable of receiving the needed instruction.  Even as he collapsed 
by successive stages, so by successive stages he is restored. 
p. 453 
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Gangel says: 
 

SUPPORTING IDEA: When we are helpless before God, when we 
recognize our own limitations in the spiritual realm, God may speak to 
us with an important message. 

p. 283 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
In his weakness Daniel recorded, “A hand touched me and set me trembling on 
my hands and knees” (v. 10).  Daniel was told the vision was given to him 
because he was a man “highly esteemed,” and Daniel was instructed to 
“consider carefully the words I am about to speak to you, and stand up, for I 
have now been sent to you” (v.11).  In response to this Daniel said he “stood up 
trembling.” 
p. 262 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 

It took the angel some doing to get Daniel to the point where he was 
clearheaded enough to understand what God wanted to communicate to him.  
First the angel reached out and touched him, then helped him get on his hands 
and knees. 
p. 207 
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(The Divine Embrace by Ken Gire) Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright – 
Ken Gire, 2003.  

 
 We have a choice, you and I.  And it’s a choice we make every day, 
throughout the day.  The choice is this: 
 We can dance. 
 Or we can sit it out. 
 It we dance, we may step on his toes.  And he may step on ours.  We may 
stumble and bump into other people.  We may fall on our faces and make fools 
of ourselves.  People may talk, they may avoid us, they may even ridicule us. 
 If you fear those things, you may want to sit it out. 
 If you do, you won’t have to worry.  You’ll be safe in your seat along the 
wall. 
 You’ll also miss the dance. 
 More importantly, you’ll miss the romance. 
p. 7 
 
 
 
(All That Really Matters by Sheila Walsh) Colorado Springs, CO: Waterbrook 

Press. Copyright – Sheila Walsh, 2003.  
 
 Finally, I settled on one and mailed it before I chickened out.  When I 
got back home, I found a message from Barry on my machine, inviting me out 
for lunch.  I called the Greek god back, and we turned the date into dinner.  It 
seemed in those first weeks and months as if I were a woman with a fever.  I 
was distracted from everything except when I would see him or what I would 
wear when I did.  It was a delicious sickness. 
 I long for that kind of passion in my relationship with Christ.  I want 
everything I do to be fueled by a love that engages every fiber of my being.  I 
want to be so consumed by my love for God that everything else is framed by 
that.  I believe that kind of relationship comes only from a fresh vision of 
Christ.  There are several instances in the Old Testament that illustrate the 
impact of an encounter with the Lamb of God.  It changes everything. 
p. 148 
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(All That Really Matters by Sheila Walsh) Colorado Springs, CO: Waterbrook 
Press. Copyright – Sheila Walsh, 2003.  

 
 The church had always been commended as a loving one.  The Ephesians 
loved the Lord, and they loved one another.  “For this reason, ever since I 
heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, I have 
not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,” wrote 
Paul (Ephesians 1:15).  It seems that when God made his pronouncement 
against the Ephesians, they were working as hard as always but without the 
initial passion that a young bride feels for her bridegroom.  The Greek word 
used for forsaken in Revelation 2:4 is the word for “let go.”  These early 
believers were busy; no one could fault their inactivity for the sake of Christ.  
But their hearts were not on fire anymore.  They had let go of their first love.  
They were as full of action as ever, but their service had become fueled by habit 
rather than passion. 
 I identify with that.  It is so easy to be consumed by “Christian service” 
instead of being consumed by our love for Christ.  That was Jesus’ assertion when 
he visited his friends Mary and Martha.  Luke 10 tells us that during Jesus’ visit, 
Mary sat at his feet drinking in every word while Martha ran around anxiously 
getting everything ready for their guests.  She was the perfect hostess, but Jesus 
says that there are more important things in life than rushing around getting 
everything ready, for then we might miss spending time enjoying the company of a 
loved one.  Jesus knew that Martha loved him and wanted to serve him, but she 
had let her priorities get out of focus. 
p. 151 
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v. 11  He said, “Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the 
words I am about to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been 
sent to you.”  And when he said this to me, I stood up trembling. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 11: 
 

 “‘Daniel,’ he said, ‘man of quality, listen carefully to my message.  
And get up on your feet.  Stand at attention.  I’ve been sent to bring you 
news.’ 
 “When he had said this, I stood up, but I was still shaking. 

p. 1602 
 
 
In order to PUT DANIEL AT EASE, I think Gabriel says, first of all: 
 
 “DANIEL, YOU WHO ARE HIGHLY ESTEEMED.” 
 
 
This could be translated: 
 
 “you are of great value.” 
 
 
 
Bible.org says: 
 
He spoke to Daniel, referring to him as a “man of high esteem” . . . Daniel was 
highly regarded on earth and in heaven as well.  He is granted the ability to 
understand the words which will be spoken to him.  When commanded to do so, 
Daniel stood, wobbling on his feet it would seem, like a new-born calf. 
 
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 10:1-21 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.) 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The angel, calling the prophet highly esteemed ([also occurring in] 9:23; 10:19), 
declared, I have now been sent to you by God, who had heard Daniel’s request 
for understanding. 
p. 1366 
 
 
Gabriel, having complimented Daniel by telling him that he is “HIGHLY 
ESTEEMED,” turns now to TWO COMMANDS: 
 
 1. “CONSIDER CAREFULLY THE WORDS I AM ABOUT TO  
  SPEAK TO YOU” and 
 
 2. “STAND UP.” 
 
 
Then he gives the REASON for these commands: 
 
 “FOR I HAVE NOW BEEN SENT TO YOU.” 
 
 
This FIRST COMMAND to “CONSIDER CAREFULLY THE WORDS I AM 
ABOUT TO SPEAK TO YOU” would be an awfully good WARNING 
COMMAND to anyone who would want to take up the prophetic Scriptures 
and endeavor to understand what is meant by each prophetic passage. 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 
He was trembling so hard that the angel said, “Daniel you are greatly loved by 
God and He has sent me with an important message.  Stand up and listen to 
me.” 
 Daniel stood up, shaky and deathly pale, teetering on the edge of 
collapse at any moment.  He steadied himself and looked into the face of this 
holy messenger.  God does answer prayers in some astounding ways!  When he 
prayed fervently before, his prayers were answered before they were out of his 
mouth.  This time, he had been praying for three weeks with no response, until 
suddenly this shining person appeared.  Daniel wasn’t accustomed to such slow 
service.  I can imagine him thinking, “Where have you been all this time?  I’m 
almost starved.” 
p. 207 
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Gangel says: 
 

As the angel spoke, he again commended Daniel as being highly esteemed 
. . . and warned him to consider carefully the words I am about to speak to you.  
Still trembling, Daniel stood up.  The angel’s description could literally be 
understood as man of preciousness.  We know that God loves the entire world 
(John 3:16), but he also chooses certain godly people to whom he shows himself 
in special ways.  On that list we would certainly find David . . . the apostle John . 
. . and many others.  We might note that carefully considering words is a wise 
guideline for the study of prophecy in any era of human history. 
p. 283 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
Daniel is made aware of the fact that he is “dearly beloved.”  When the Hebrew 
says “man of delights” it means that God delights greatly in this servant of His; 
that is the force of the plural.  Luther seems to have caught the spirit of the 
phrase with his inimitable Du lieber Daniel.  There is a part that the prophet 
can take in the course of this revelation: he can “mark the words,” that is to 
say, use all powers of attention and concentration. 
p. 454 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 

The angel addresses Daniel and gives him the title, “a man greatly 
beloved.”  Although God loves the entire world so much that He provided His 
Son as its Savior, certain individuals, because of their special relationship to 
God, are the objects of unusual divine love.  David, in spite of his sins, was 
sought of the Lord as “a man after his own heart” . . . and John the apostle was 
“one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved” . . . As a parent loves all of his children 
but may love one or more in a special way, so the heart of God responds to 
those who love Him most. 
p. 245 
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Longman says: 
 
Daniel is a highly desired, precious man, coveted by God.  Indeed, this angelic 
visitation is for Daniel, so he should take encouragement.  
p. 249 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
The Angel’s encouragement helped him finally to stand upright, yet Daniel was 
still not fully recovered from his fright. 
p. 141 
 
 
 
Blair says: 
 

Consider how the angel addressed Daniel, “A man greatly beloved.”  What a 
marvelous commendation.  Could one receive any greater honor than to be known 
as “a man greatly beloved”?  This was God’s appraisal of Daniel.  David enjoyed a 
similar honor when God spoke of him as “a man after His own heart.”  Oh, to be 
such a man, well pleasing in the sight of the Lord, filled with the fullness of God.  
God has such men scattered here and there in our day, but they are few in 
number.  Some are in our pulpits proclaiming the truth.  Others are out on the 
far-flung mission fields of the world.  Still others are businessmen who have 
determined to put God first in everything.  But there are so few believers who will 
really yield all to the lordship of Jesus Christ. 
p. 204 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
You see, at first Daniel was horizontal with the ground.  Then he was brought 
up on all fours, and now he is told to stand up. 
 “A man greatly beloved”—again Daniel is reminded of the fact that he is 
greatly beloved of God.  That is a nice reputation to have in heaven, by the 
way! 
p. 592 
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Miller says: 
 
Modern believers should note that the prophecies set forth in this revelation 
that have been fulfilled (see discussion of chap. 11) were fulfilled literally and 
exactly.  This demonstrates that the prophecies yet unfulfilled with be 
accomplished in similar fashion. 
p. 283 
 
 
 
He then says further: 
 
 Daniel was told to “stand up” with renewed courage and strength, for a 
mighty angel from the very presence of God had been sent with the answer to 
his prayer.  He should have been honored and excited.  At the angel’s command 
Daniel mustered his strength and rose to his feet though he was still 
“trembling.” 
p. 283 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
The hand that touched Daniel mediated strength and enabled him to move out 
of his prostrate position, as did the word of command to stand upright.  God’s 
commands are His enablings, but to be named as the recipient of a special 
divine message was a costly privilege.  The striking expression man greatly 
beloved . . . means ‘one in whom God takes delight’. 
p. 180 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 

Daniel is again described as ‘highly esteemed’ or ‘greatly beloved’.  We 
may compare this with John as ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved’.  Another such 
phrase is used of Abraham who is called ‘friend of God’ . . . and of Moses ‘whom 
the LORD knew face to face’ . . . These, and others, were all privileged to hear the 
Divine message, but that hearing was a costly and painful business.  Once again 
there is to come a revelation which will need all Daniel’s attention and careful 
consideration, and thus Daniel, still trembling, stands up. 
p. 155 
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Young says: 
 
The Messenger encourages Dan. by assuring him that he is beloved to God, and 
by urging him to give heed to the message and to stand upright, since now, at 
last, He has been sent to Dan.  As the Messenger speaks, Dan. stands upright, 
although in trepidation at the word to be revealed.  
p. 226 
 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 
Before God gives strength and power unto his people he makes them sensible 
of their own weakness. 
p. 1100 
 
 
Let us be sure and carefully remember the ANGEL’S FIRST COMMAND: 
 

“CONSIDER CAREFULLY THE WORDS I AM ABOUT TO SPEAK TO 
YOU.” 

 
 
This indeed is wise advice for prophetic studies. 
 
 
 
(Famine in the Land by Steven J. Lawson) Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright – 

Steven J. Lawson, 2003.  
 
Pastor Adrian Rogers calls for boldness in proclaiming God’s truth by stating, 
 

It is better to be divided by truth than to be united in error.  It is better 
to speak the truth that hurts then heals, than falsehood that comforts 
and then kills.  It is not love and it is not friendship if we fail to declare 
the whole counsel of God.  It is better to be hated for telling [the] truth 
than to be loved for telling a lie. . . .  It’s better to stand alone with the 
truth than to be wrong with a multitude.19 

p. 68 
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(Set Apart: Discovering Personal Victory Through Holiness by Bruce 
Wilkinson) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Bruce Wilkinson, 1998, 
2003.  

 
The greatness of a man’s power is the measure of his surrender. 

WILLIAM BOOTH 
p. 49 
 
 
 
(Holiness: The Heart God Purifies by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, Illinois: 

Moody Publishers. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2004.  
 

I’m reminded of a story a friend told me about a church service he 
attended recently in which a lay leader stood before the congregation and 
confessed, “I’ve become comfortable with a certain level of sin in my life.” 

This church member hadn’t committed adultery or embezzled money 
from the church.  He had simply done what most of us have done—he had 
become desensitized to the sinfulness of sin and had come to accept its 
presence in his life in “tolerable” doses. 
p. 70 
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v.  12  Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel.  Since the first day that 
you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before 
your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to them. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 12: 
 

“‘Relax, Daniel,’ he continued, ‘don’t be afraid.  From the moment 
you decided to humble yourself to receive understanding, your prayer 
was heard, and I set out to come to you. 

p. 1602 
 
 
In verse 11 the angel says: 
 
 “Daniel, you . . . are [of great value or] highly esteemed.”   
 
 
Now in verse 12: 
 
 “DO NOT BE AFRAID, DANIEL.”—“The three-week-delay in this  
 answer to your prayers has nothing to do with you.” 
 
 
 
Bible.org says: 
 
The angel now seeks to encourage Daniel, telling him not to be afraid.  From 
Daniel’s first request for understanding, his prayer was heard, and the angel 
was commissioned to visit him in answer to that prayer.  The delay in the 
angel’s visit was a part of the sovereign plan and purpose of God.  
Nevertheless, there was a delay from the time the angel was commissioned to 
the time he arrived.  The angel explains his delayed visitation in response to 
Daniel’s prayer. 
 
The moment Daniel’s prayer reached heaven, the angel was dispatched to 
earth to visit Daniel in answer to his prayer.  
 
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 10:1-21 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.) 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 12-14: 
  
The explanation by the heavenly messenger 
p. 1366 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
Encouraging Daniel not to be afraid . . . Gabriel explained the reason for the 
delay in God’s answer to Daniel’s prayer.  When Daniel first began fasting and 
mourning in response to the vision of a great war, God had dispatched Gabriel 
with a message for him, but Gabriel was hindered by the prince of the Persian 
kingdom (cf. “the prince of Persia,” v. 20). 
p. 1366 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
I have come because of your words implies that this visitation would not have 
occurred apart from Daniel’s specific prayer. 
p. 181 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
Daniel was again reassured so that he need not fear the presence of the Angel 
or fear that his prayers went unheard.  On the contrary, Daniel’s prayers were 
heard from the first day he offered them; but he could not receive the answer to 
them sooner, for reasons given in the next verse. 
 This verse constitutes a great encouragement to those whose prayers are 
not answered immediately.  The cause of the delay may be something totally 
unknown to us; yet although the answer may be delayed, the prayer is always 
heard immediately. 
p. 141 
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Feinberg says further: 
 
But it is often in the time of our greatest anxiety—when we do not seem to be 
getting through to heaven, when we have no answer at all, when everything 
seems to be kept from us—that we must realize that God is still working to 
answer our prayers, and that a messenger of His could well be on the way to 
gladden our hearts and wipe away our tears. 
p. 142 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 
James 5:16 tells us that the “prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 
effective,” and Daniel was a good example of that.  What was the first day?  
The beginning of Daniel’s three weeks of fasting described in 10:2?  If we bring 
in verse 13 to help us, that answer works since the angel described  a twenty-
one-day delay in his trip.  Certainly the spiritual lesson of this verse reminds 
us again that God answers the prayers of those who come in proper attitude. 
pp. 283-4 
 
 
 
Phillips & Vines say: 
 
The vision of the divine person faded and Daniel was left talking with the 
angel.  A mysterious veil was drawn aside and Daniel was given a glimpse into 
the extraterrestrial world that crowds in on us from the unseen, that touches 
human life at every turn and is unsuspected by the masses of humankind.  The 
“extraterrestrials,” as we now call them, are there.  But, for the most part, 
those who court dealings with humans are evil and powerful lords of darkness.  
p. 161 
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Gaebelein says: 
 

The same messenger now tells Daniel that as soon as he had begun his 
exercise on earth, his words, that is, his prayers were heard.  Blessed comfort 
there is in this assuring word!  As soon as we approach the throne of Grace and 
approach it now in this present dispensation in “that worthy Name,” our words 
are heard.  And should that not be sufficient?  May it not be the very best after 
all not to trouble ourselves so much about the answer to prayer as some 
Christians do?  We can leave the answer with Him “who does all things well” 
and acts as it pleases Him.  “Thy prayer is heard” is sweet to faith. 
pp. 158-9 
 
 
 
Haskell says: 
 
God is often testing the strength of our desires when he withholds an 
immediate answer to our prayer. 
p. 158 
 
 
 
Lucas says: 
 
The messenger begins with an assurance that the delay in responding to 
Daniel’s ‘mourning’ was in no way due to any reluctance on God’s part to 
satisfy his search for understanding.  The decision to enlighten Daniel had 
been made as soon as Daniel determined that he would seek it . . . The three-
week delay had been caused by opposition in the heavenly realm. 
p. 275 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 

On verse 12 Bagster has the following pointed note: “Daniel, as Bishop 
Newton observes, was now very far advanced in years; for the third year of 
Cyrus was the seventy-third of his captivity; and being a youth when carried 
captive, he cannot be supposed to have been less than ninety.  Old as he was, ‘he 
set his heart to understand’ the former revelations which had been made to him, 
and particularly the vision of the ram and he-goat, as may be collected from the 
sequel; and for this purpose he prayed and fasted three weeks.  
p. 274 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#20-Daniel10_10-11_1.doc 
 

31 

Dyer says: 
 

As bad as the world is today, it could be worse.  But God is holding evil 
in check.  The “one who now holds [him] back” has been understood to refer to 
the Holy Spirit or to the church as empowered by the Holy Spirit.  When Paul 
says that the one holding evil back is going to be taken out of the way, he could 
be referring to the time when God will remove the church from the earth, or to 
the time when God’s Spirit will cease to restrain evil.  In either case, a day will 
come when God will allow evil to run unchecked in this world, but that day has 
not yet begun. 
p. 20 
 
 
 
Dykes says: 
 
When Jesus taught His disciples about prayer, He used a present tense verb 
that signified a continuous action.  For instance, what Jesus said in Matthew 
7:7 should be translated as follows: “Ask (and keep on asking), and it will be 
given to you; seek (and keep on seeking), and you will find; knock (and keep on 
knocking), and the door will be opened to you.”  Is there some area in your life 
in which you have stopped praying because you haven’t gotten an instant 
answer?  Why did you stop praying? 
p. 119 
 
 
Daniel’s purpose in his prayer was TWO-FOLD. The angel says, “SINCE THE 
FIRST DAY THAT YOU SET YOUR MIND”: 
 
 1. “TO GAIN UNDERSTANDING” and 
 
 2. “TO HUMBLE YOURSELF BEFORE YOUR GOD.” 
 
 
He then says: 
 

“YOUR WORDS WERE HEARD, AND I HAVE COME IN RESPONSE 
TO THEM.” 
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v. 13  But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days.  
Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was 
detained there with the king of Persia. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 13: 
 

But I was waylaid by the angel-prince of the kingdom of Persia and was 
delayed for a good three weeks.  But then Michael, one of the chief angel-
princes, intervened to help me.  I left him there with the prince of the 
kingdom of Persia. 

p. 1602 
 
 
“Daniel, the three week delay had nothing to do with you.” 
 
 
The word “BUT” FORMS THE CONTRAST to what the angel has been saying 
in verse 12.  Now he introduces the FACTORS THAT CREATED THE DELAY. 
 
 
There are TWO KEY WORDS that occur in verse 13: 
 
 1. “RESISTED” and 
 
 2. “DETAINED.” 
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Bible.org says: 
 
The “prince of the kingdom of Persia” opposed the angel, resulting in his three-
week delay.  With the help of Michael, this angel was finally able to complete 
his mission and visit Daniel.  Michael is the second angel to be named in the 
Bible.  He is referred to as “one of the chief princes” (verse 13) and later as 
“your prince (verse 21).  The inference suggests that this angel would never 
have made it apart from help from such a powerful ally. 
 
Who are these “princes,” and what role do they play in the events which take 
place on earth?  It seems safe to say that the “princes” referred to in chapter 10 
are not human rulers but angelic powers.  Michael, who is Israel’s “prince,” is a 
faithful servant of God.  It would appear that the princes of Persia (verse 13) 
and Greece (verse 20) are fallen angels, whose dominion is restricted to a 
particular geographical and political nation. 
 
In Isaiah 14 (verses 3-20), we find the “king of Babylon” spoken of first as a 
human king and second as Satan himself.  In Ezekiel 28 (verses 11-19), we find 
the “prince of Tyre” spoken of in a similar manner.  He is on the one hand a 
human ruler and on the other a personification of Satan.  I believe that as 
these human kings rose to power and prominence, they, like Satan, became 
puffed up with pride and became more and more influenced and finally 
dominated by Satan himself, so that the character traits of these kings became 
those of Satan.  Their personalities became so merged, it was difficult to 
distinguish one from the other, much as the demonized Legion was dominated 
by the demons. 
 
The parallel accounts of Jesus’ encounter with Legion in the Gospels of Mark 
and Luke teach us a very important fact about fallen angels (or demons).   
 
The princes of Persia and of Greece seem to be fallen angels who “lobby” for 
Satan’s plans and interests.  Not only do fallen angels have political and 
geographical spheres of activity, but the holy angels likewise appear to have 
their own boundaries.  Michael’s political and geographical area of activity was 
Israel.  The angel who speaks with Daniel has been given Darius as his 
ministry: 
 
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 10:1-21 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.) 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Since men cannot fight with angels (Jacob’s wrestling was with God, not an 
angel . . .), the prince referred to here must have been a satanic adversary. 
 God has arranged the angelic realm in differing ranks referred to as 
“rule, authority, power, and dominion” (Eph. 1:21).  Gabriel and Michael have 
been assigned authority over angels who administer God’s affairs for the 
nation Israel . . . In imitation Satan has also apparently assigned high-ranking 
demons to positions of authority over each kingdom.  The prince of the Persian 
kingdom was a satanic representative assigned to Persia.  To seek to prevent 
Gabriel’s message from getting to Daniel, the demonic prince attacked Gabriel 
as he embarked on his mission.  This gives insight into the nature of the 
warfare fought in the heavenlies between God’s angels and Satan’s demons to 
which Paul referred [to in] (Eph. 6:12) . . . 
p. 1366 
 
 
Ephesians 6:10-12 
 

Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.  Put on 
the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the 
schemes of the devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
places. 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further: 
 
 The battle between Gabriel and the prince (demon) of Persia continued for 
three weeks until Michael, one of the chief princes of the angelic realm . . . came to 
Gabriel’s assistance.  Such angelic-demonic conflict indicates something of Satan’s 
power.  While the king of Persia was fighting Michael, Gabriel was able to bring a 
message to Daniel concerning the future of Israel, Daniel’s people . . . It was to be 
a revelation of the warfare . . . between Israel and her neighbors until Israel is 
given peace by the coming Prince of peace.  This vision contains the most detailed 
prophetic revelation in the Book of Daniel. 
p. 1366 
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Longman says: 
 
The same connection between rebellious human power represented in the state 
and evil cosmic powers may be seen in Isaiah 24:21-23: 
 

In that day the LORD will punish 
the powers in the heavens above 
and the kings on the earth below. 

They will be herded together 
like prisoners bound in a dungeon; 

they will be shut up in prison 
and be punished after many days. 

The moon will be abashed, the sun ashamed; 
for the LORD Almighty will reign 

on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, 
and before its elders, gloriously. 

p. 251 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
The delay is explained in verse 13 as being occasioned by the opposition of “the 
prince of the kingdom of Persia” who “withstood me one and twenty days.”  
This “prince” is not the king of the kingdom of Persia but rather the angelic 
leader of Persia, a fallen angel under the direction of Satan, in contrast to the 
angelic prince Michael who leads and protects Israel.  That the angel described 
as “the prince” of Persia is a wicked angel is clear from the fact that his 
opposition to the angelic messenger to Daniel is given as the reason for the 
delay of twenty-one days. 
p.246 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

Although the entire subject of the unseen struggle between the holy 
angels and the fallen angels is not clearly revealed in the Scriptures, from the 
rare glimpses which are afforded, as in this instance, it is plain that behind the 
political and social conditions of the world there is angelic influence—good on 
the part of the holy angels, evil on the part of the angels under satanic control.  
This is the struggle to which Paul referred in Ephesians 6:10-18. 
p.247 
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Leupold raises the question: 
 
 Who is this “prince of the kingdom of Persia”?  Conflicting and confusing 
answers are given.  We may dismiss at once, as hardly worthy of earnest 
consideration, the idea that this must be some prince of Persian lineage who 
particularly distinguished himself at that time, for it is hardly logical to 
suppose that one man will have furnished one angel of God sufficient 
opposition to detain this angel for a period of twenty-one days till the 
opposition was overcome.  If an angel was able to smite 185,000 Assyrians in 
the days of Hezekiah, and that in one night, surely this explanation involves 
too many improbabilities. 
pp. 456-7 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 Bad angels, called demons in the New Testament, are, without a doubt, 
referred to here.  In the course of time these demonic powers gained a very 
strong influence over certain nations and the government of these nations.  
They became the controlling power.  They used whatever resources they could 
muster to hamper God’s work and to thwart His purposes.  It must have been 
under the influence of these agents of the devil that the prevalent forms of 
idolatry were built up in the various nations of antiquity. 
p. 457 
 
 
 
He says finally: 
 
 The sum of the matter is this: There are powerful forces of evil at work 
in and through the nations and their rulers to defeat and to overthrow the 
people of God.  This may alarm and cause terror when one considers how 
powerful these demon potentates are.  On the other hand, there are still more 
powerful agents of good at work who, by harmonious cooperation, will prevail 
over their wicked opponents.  So the cause of the kingdom is in good hands, 
and its success is assured. 
pp. 459-60 
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Walvoord says: 
 

If the man described in verses 4-6 were a theophany, a revelation of 
Christ Himself, it was made clear that the first man described here was an 
angel and not Christ because he was said to be less than omnipotent and 
resisted by “the prince of the Persian kingdom” for “twenty-one” days (v. 13).  
He was then assisted by Michael the archangel who helped him (v. 13).  The 
angel declared to Daniel that “the vision concerns a time yet to come” (v. 14).  
The revelation of the conflict between the angels and the demon world 
described in this passage is similar to other indications of this conflict that goes 
on without ceasing (Eph. 6:10-17). 
p. 262 
 
 
 
Keil & Delitzsch say: 
 
His coming to Daniel was hindered by this, that the prince of the kingdom of 
Persia withstood him twenty-one days.  The twenty-one days are those three 
weeks of Daniel’s fasting and prayer, ver. 2.  Hence we see that the coming of 
the angel had its reference to Daniel, for he came to bring him a comforting 
answer from God; but in order that he might be able to do this, he must first, 
according to ver. 13, enter into war with and overcome the spirit of the king of 
Persia, hostile to the people of God.   
p. 416 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 

Ah, how little do we realize what is going on in the unseen world in 
relation to human affairs!  Here, as it were, the curtain is for a moment lifted, 
and we catch a glimpse of the movements within.  Daniel prays.  The Creator 
of the universe hears.  The command is issued to Gabriel to go to his relief.  
But the king of Persia must act before Daniel’s prayer is answered; and the 
angel hastens to the Persian king.  Satan no doubt musters his forces to 
oppose.  
p. 275 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:18 
 

For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet Satan 
thwarted us.  
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Gaebelein says: 
 
Satan is the head of innumerable fallen angels.  As the “god of this age” he 
controls the affairs of the Kingdoms of this world and the wicked spirits in the 
heavenly sphere are his agents, by whom he effects this control.  Satan is not 
omnipotent, nor omniscient nor omnipresent, but through the wicked spirits, 
who are under him, he is well nigh omnipresent and omniscient.  In Ephesians 
[6]. 12, they are called “the world rulers of this darkness” (this age).  Satan did 
not speak an untruth when he told our Lord on the mountain of temptation, 
that he had the Kingdoms of the world in his power, that they were his.  They 
are still in his mighty grasp, till some day he will be stripped of these 
possessions. 
 Now over each Kingdom he puts some evil spirit to exercise his 
influence.  He himself as the prince of the power in the air is above them all 
and stands behind all these agencies. 
p. 160 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
There was conflict in the air.  The great archangel Michael (as we know from 
the New Testament the only archangel of the Bible) had come to the assistance 
of the messenger.  This is the first time we find Michael mentioned in the 
Bible.  It is not the first time that he acted, for from the Epistle of Jude we 
know, that when Moses had died, Michael was present and faced the devil 
then.  We find him generally in connection with the Jewish people.  He is, so to 
speak, the guardian angel of Israel. 
p. 161 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#20-Daniel10_10-11_1.doc 
 

39 

Boice says: 
 

The first two chapters of Job are one bit of teaching.  These chapters do 
not speak of outright warfare or struggle, but they show a scene in heaven in 
which the devil and his angels appear before the throne of God and in which 
God questions Satan about his righteous servant Job.  “Have you considered by 
servant Job?” God asks.  “There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless 
and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil” (Job 1:8). 

Satan replies that Job fears God only because God has blessed and 
protected him, and challenges God to take away his possessions, predicting 
that Job will then curse God to his face.  God gives permission.  But Job does 
not curse God.  Even after Satan is given permission to take away Job’s health, 
Job does not sin.  Instead, he asks, “Shall we accept good from God, and not 
trouble?” (2:10).  He does not charge God with wrongdoing. 

In 1 Kings 22 we have another insight into the spiritual warfare that 
surrounds us and the work God does through his people.  This chapter contains 
the story of Micaiah, a true prophet of the Lord, and the four hundred false 
prophets of King Ahab.  Micaiah told Ahab that he had seen the host of heaven 
standing around God’s throne, suggesting how Ahab might be lured into 
attacking Ramoth Gilead and meeting his death there.  There were a number 
of suggestions, but finally one spirit said, “I will go out and be a lying spirit in 
the mouths of all his prophets.” That is what happened.  Micaiah said, “So now 
the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours.  
The LORD has decreed disaster for you” (vv. 22-23). 

In the next to the last book of the minor prophets there is an even more 
powerful scene.  Zechariah the prophet sees the high priest Joshua (the same 
one who with Zerubbabel the governor had led the 50,000 Jews back to 
Jerusalem just a year or two before this vision).  He is standing before God’s 
altar, and Satan is there to accuse him.  Joshua is clothed in filthy clothes, 
symbolic of his and the nation’s sin, and Satan is no doubt pointing to the filthy 
garments, asking what right a man so morally deficient has to minister before 
God in his temple.  But God rebukes Satan.  And the angel who is 
accompanying Joshua says to those standing by, “Take off his filthy clothes” 
(Zech. 3:4).  In place of these he is given rich garments and a clean turban, 
symbolic of the righteousness of God imputed to him (v. 5). 
p. 105 
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Boice says finally: 
 
In Revelation 12 there is another scene that has bearing on this warfare.  An 
actual battle is described, involving the same archangel Michael.  This text says, 
 

There was war in heaven.  Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.  But he was not 
strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.  The great dragon 
was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who 
leads the whole world astray.  He was hurled to the earth, and his 
angels with him. 
 
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
 
“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, 
 and the authority of his Christ. 
For the accuser of our brothers, 
 who accuses them before our God day and night, 

has been hurled down. 
They overcame him 

by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony.” 

Revelation 12:7-11 
p. 106 
 
 
 
Phillips & Vines say: 
 

Now Daniel learned what it was that impeded the response to his 
prayer.  There was no tardiness in heaven.  There was another factor in the 
equation.  Verse 13 reveals the true nature of the spiritual forces that have 
power in the unseen world. 
 First, it is evident that the “prince of Persia” was no human prince.  One 
angel in one night could slay Sennacherib’s armies (2 Chronicles 32:20-21).   
No human prince could hinder a herald angel from discharging a commission 
from the throne of God.  The “prince of Persia,” then, was an angelic being 
opposed to God.  He was a fallen angel, a powerful member of Satan’s hierarchy.  
We learn from the New Testament that there are various orders among those 
spirit powers that owe allegiance to Satan.  We engage them in war when we 
pray. 
p. 162 
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Gangel says: 
 
Fasten your seat belt—spiritual warfare ahead.  The angel had “been sent” 
(10:11) and had come “in response” (10:12) to Daniel’s prayers.  But he had 
trouble en route and offered the explanation that the prince of the Persian 
kingdom resisted me twenty-one days.  All the time Daniel had been praying 
and fasting, the angel had waged spiritual warfare beyond the boundaries of 
earth.  Every conservative commentator agrees that this verse and similar 
references in verses 20-21 indicate that fallen angels, to some extent, control 
and protect earthly kingdoms.  We learn in verse 20 that Greece also had such 
a “prince,” and apparently, as we read in 10:13, Michael may be the guardian 
angel of Israel.  Walvoord describes the prince as “a fallen angel under the 
direction of Satan, in contrast to the angelic prince Michael, who leads and 
protects Israel” (Walvoord, Daniel, p. 246). 
p. 284 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
Angels are merely the servants of God who do his work wherever he sends them. 
p. 284 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
It has been said that there is no single verse in the whole of Scripture that 
speaks more clearly than this about the invisible powers that rule and 
influence nations. 
p. 142 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
The manner in which Michael helped the angel is not specified, but it is 
implied by the broader context of this book that he helped obtain from the 
Persian government more-favorable policies relative to the Jews.  It took 
supernatural power to influence the leaders of the Persian Empire so that they 
might be favorably disposed toward the Jews and permit their restoration to 
the land of Israel. 
p. 143 
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Feinberg says finally: 
 
This passage should teach us that there are numerous hindrances of which we 
are totally unaware to the answering of our prayers.  It is our duty, therefore, 
to be patient, realizing that God always hears our prayers, even when the 
answer is long delayed. 
p. 143 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
. . . the angel of darkness that represented the Persian world power, to which 
Israel was then subject.  This verse gives the reason why, though Daniel’s 
“words were heard from the first day” (vs. 12), the good angel did not come to 
him until more than three weeks had elapsed (vs. 4).  one and twenty days—
answering to the three weeks of Daniel’s mourning (vs. 2). 
p. 758 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
The delayed answer by the angelic messenger is explained by the power of 
darkness.  A powerful demon-prince, a satanic agency, having control over 
Persia, so that he claimed the title the prince of Persia, kept back the answer.  
Then the prophet was strengthened. 
p. 35 
 
 
 
Showers says: 
 
Just as Satan had assigned a high ranking evil angel to be the prince of Medo-
Persia, so God has assigned Michael to be the prince of Israel . . . Michael had 
the task of fighting Satan and his evil angels when the welfare of the Israelites 
is at stake . . . 
p. 145 
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References made to Michael in: 
 
Jude 9 (NET Bible) 
 

But even when Michael the archangel was arguing with the devil and 
debating with him concerning Moses’ body, he did not dare to bring a 
slanderous judgment, but said, “May the Lord rebuke you!” 

 
 
 
Goldingay says: 
 

Like other ancient Near Eastern writing, the OT assumes that the 
results of battles on earth reflect the involvement of heaven.  Usually the 
picture is of heavenly forces aiding Israel and enabling them to win against 
otherwise overwhelming earthly forces.  Yahweh and his armies fight with 
Israel’s armies: hence Israel’s victories against impossible odds . . . 
p. 291 
 
 
 
Ryrie says: 
 

In the Old Testament Michael appears as the guardian angel of Israel  
. . . who will particularly help Israel during their time of great trouble yet to 
come.  He leads the angelic armies of heaven against Satan and his hosts of 
evil ones (Rev. 12:7).  The reference in Jude 9 to Michael’s disputing about the 
body of Moses indicates that Michael had something to do with the burial of 
Moses, that he had no power within himself to pronounce judgment on Satan, 
and that as a creature, even though a mighty one, he has to depend on the 
greater power of God.  
p. 129 
 
 
 
Stortz quotes Revelation 12:4 which says: 
 

Revelation 12:4 says, “The dragon [Satan] stood in front of the woman 
[Mary] who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the 
moment it was born.”  That is what was happening in the heavenly warfare, 
but on earth this was being carried out by King Herod who killed all the 
infants in Bethlehem in an attempt to kill the one born King of the Jews.  
p. 180 
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Fyall says: 
 
This little passage shows us that prayer is no mechanical activity but involves 
struggle, uncertainty and faith.  However convinced we may be of the final 
outcome, the way we experience the struggle at any given moment is 
unpredictable.  This is why Paul says in Ephesians 6:12: ‘Our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms.’  Thus to be involved in that realm, the only one where real 
victories can be won, we cannot and dare not neglect prayer. 
p. 157 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
One of the strangest accounts in the Bible is now unfolded.  The angel related 
that he was coming to bring Daniel the answer to his prayer but was delayed 
because “the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days.”  
Finally, Michael (whose name means “who is like God?”), one of the most 
powerful and important angels (“one of the chief princes”), came to the 
interpreting angel’s aid.  Evidently the reason that Michael became involved 
and not another powerful angel was that Daniel was interceding for Israel, a 
nation especially entrusted to Michael’s care (v. 21). 
p. 284 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Daniel/Study#20-Daniel10_10-11_1.doc 
 

45 

Miller says further: 
 
 Who was this “prince of the Persian kingdom” who resisted Gabriel for 
three weeks?  (1) He must have been an angel since no human prince could have 
withstood Gabriel.  Moreover, Israel’s “prince” was the angel Michael (10:21), 
and it is reasonable to suppose that in the same context the “prince” of Persia 
was also an angel.  (2) Since this prince opposed God’s angel, he may safely be 
assumed to have been an evil angel, that is, a demon.  Leupold remarks: “Bad 
angels, called demons in the New Testament, are, without a doubt, referred to 
here.”31  (3) He is called the “prince of the Persian kingdom,” so Persia must have 
been his special area of activity.  Therefore this demon was either a powerful 
angel assigned to Persia by Satan or possibly he was Satan himself.  Persia 
ruled the world in that day, and Satan would surely have concentrated his 
personal efforts in this most influential are.  If the demon was Satan, it would 
explain why Michael, one of God’s most powerful angels, was needed to fight 
against him.  The angelic warfare continued, for v. 20 reveals that the good 
angel would return to fight against this demon. 
 
31  Leupold, Daniel, 457. 
p. 285 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 From this passage several important facts are evident concerning 
angels: (1) angels are real; (2) there are good and evil angels; (3) angels can 
influence the affairs of human beings. 
p. 285 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
Here a veil is lifted momentarily, and it reveals a heavenly warfare going on.  
It reveals that there is a great deal more about this universe in which we live 
than meets the eye.  There is a great deal more to it than we know.  Very little 
is revealed to us, and we should not try to know more than is revealed about 
the unseen world. 
 This reveals that in the world which is unseen by us there is a conflict 
going on, a conflict of the ages between good and evil, light and darkness, God 
and Satan.  It reveals that there are satanic forces and heavenly forces. 
p. 592 
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McGee says further: 
 
 Again, the angel said to Daniel, “When you began to pray, God sent me 
to answer your prayer, but I couldn’t get through to you because on the way the 
prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me for twenty-one days.”  Who is he?  
No earthly or human prince could do such a thing.  This evidently was an 
envoy of Satan, one of the demons.  We know that God has his angels 
organized, and apparently Satan also has his demons organized like an army.  
There are the generals and the colonels, the lieutenants and second 
lieutenants, sergeants and corporals, and so on.  Apparently this angel was 
outranked by the satanic angel who was the prince of the kingdom of Persia, 
and so he couldn’t get through and had to send back for reinforcements.  In 
fact, Michael, the archangel, had to come to open up the way for him. 
p. 593 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
But this much is clear: Here was a man who was praying earnestly on earth, 
and God had heard that prayer in heaven.  In answer to it He sent an angel; 
but for three weeks there was some hindrance keeping that angels from 
reaching Daniel.  That hindrance was in the unseen world, and by such a 
power that the archangel himself was needed to overcome it. 
p. 177 
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Ironside says further: 
 
. . . in the case of the apostle Peter and the other disciples, he seems to demand 
them that he may sift them as wheat.  And the Lord does not deny his demand, 
but delivers Job into his hands—for Job’s own good, as we know.  So we gather 
from this scripture that God is able to use even the devil to carry out His own 
purposes for the blessing of His children.  He has not been outwitted by Satan, 
but uses him all through this present time.  The devil is the sifter of God’s 
wheat.  The Lord wants His wheat sifted; He does not want a lot of chaff.  But 
when the devil is thus used to sift God’s wheat, when His children are thus put 
into the devil’s sieve, not one grain of wheat is lost; the devil is simply used by 
God for the separation of the chaff from the wheat; that is all.  Do not despair 
then if, like Job and like Peter, you are put into the devil’s sieve.  It is God 
Himself who is letting you be sifted like that, because He has seen the chaff in 
your life, and He wants the real to be separated from the false.  But the point I 
had in mind in directing your attention to this scripture was that all might see 
that good and evil angels alike have direct access to the presence of God. 
p. 178 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah, in his book on angels, says this about GABRIEL: 
 
(What the Bible Says About Angels by Dr. David Jeremiah) Sisters, OR: 

Multnomah Publishers. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 1996.  
 
Gabriel’s name means “Mighty One of God.”  Gabriel would probably easily win 
the award for “Most Admired Angel.”  He always seems to be bringing 
important news, and usually quite good news. 
 Gabriel met Zechariah inside the Holy of Holies in the temple to tell him 
that his prayers had been answered (that’s always good news!) and that he would 
have a son.  And not just any son, but the forerunner of the Christ (Luke 1:11-17).   
 Shortly afterward Gabriel went to a girl named Mary to tell her the best 
news the world has ever heard: God was sending his Son to earth in the flesh, 
to establish a kingdom that would never end (1:26-37). 
 Five hundred years earlier, the news Gabriel brought Daniel was more 
complicated, with its visions of future world-shaking events.  But this welcome 
word to Daniel in 9:23 reminds us of the news Zechariah heard and that we all 
long to hear—“As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given. . . .” 
 Gabriel has good news to give because he stays in the right place to learn it.  
As he told Zechariah, “I am Gabriel.  I stand in the presence of God.”  If you want 
good news to give people you love, stay long in the presence of God. 
p. 152 
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Jeremiah then says this about MICHAEL: 
 
(What the Bible Says About Angels by Dr. David Jeremiah) Sisters, OR: 

Multnomah Publishers. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 1996.  
 
Michael’s name means “Who Is Like God?”  While Gabriel is more of an 
announcing and preaching angel, Michael is more involved in protecting and 
fighting.  Even individual angels seem to have their special gifts and 
responsibilities, just as members of the body of Christ do. 
 In Revelation, for example, besides seeing Michael at his task of fighting, 
we read of an angel “who had charge of the fire” (14:18), “the angel in charge of 
the waters” (16:5), and an angel who had “the key to the Abyss” (20:1).  
Apparently angels and believers alike all have their own perfect jobs in carrying 
out God’s perfect will. 
 Only three times in the Scripture do we see this particular Michael 
mentioned (there are other Michaels in the Old Testament, but they’re men, not 
angels). 
 Michael is a royal champion of God’s people Israel.  He’s referred to three 
times in Daniel, and his tagline gets progressively more exalted and more 
personal toward Israel: 
 First he’s called “one of the chief princes” 10:13. 
 Then it’s “Michael, your prince” in 10:21. 
 Finally it’s “Michael, the great prince who protects your people” in 12:1. 
 In the New Testament, Michael is mentioned twice.  In Revelation 12:7 
he’s the leading warrior in the great heavenly battle against Satan—“And there 
was war in heaven.  Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 
dragon and his angels fought back.” 
 In Jude 9 he’s called “the archangel Michael.”  This title “archangel” 
means the angel who is “first, principal, chief.”  Only Michael is given that name 
in Scripture (Gabriel isn’t), and so Paul may be referring to Michael as “the 
archangel” in 1 Thessalonians 4:16— 
 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call 
of God, and dead in Christ will rise first. 

 
 Michael’s voice may be the one we’ll hear on the day of the rapture. 
 Is Michael the one angel who is above all others?  He may well be, though 
the reference to him in Daniel 10 as “one of the chief princes” is enough to keep 
us from being dogmatic about it.  Revelation 8:2 speaks of “the seven angels who 
stand before God.”  If these are the seven leading angles, it’s possible that 
Michael is one of them and perhaps even the chief of the seven.  This is all 
another mystery we’ll learn more about later.  

If Michael is the foremost of all angels, then his name is quite 
appropriate—“Who Is Like God?”  The answer, of course, is “No one.”  Nobody 
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compares to God, not even the mighty captain of the angelic host.  Regardless of 
the great battles Michael wins, or whatever great things any angels do, our only 
praise must go to the Lord, “who alone does marvelous deeds” (Psalm 72:18). 
pp. 153-5 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 

A number of things are of compelling interest regarding this “prince of 
the kingdom of Persia.”  First, it is obvious that he was not a man, for no 
human being could have resisted a messenger from God.  Second, since he did 
oppose God’s emissary, he must have been one of Satan’s evil messengers or 
demons.  Third, his particular mission apparently was to influence the king of 
Persia against the people of God.  Fourth, the angelic messenger, with the help 
of the chief angel Michael, was able to wrest the position of influence with the 
Persian king away from the evil angel before coming on to Daniel.  Thereafter 
he was able to influence the Persian rulers in favor of God’s people, the Jews. 
pp. 119-20 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 

Daniel’s conversation with the angel reveals to us the important fact 
that there is an “invisible war” going on in the heavenlies between the forces of 
evil and the forces of God.  For three weeks, Daniel had been praying for 
wisdom to understand the visions he had already seen, but the answer to that 
prayer was delayed.  Why would the Lord not immediately answer the 
petitions of His beloved prophet?  Because “the prince of the kingdom of 
Persia”—and evil angel—had attacked the angel bearing the answer, probably 
Gabriel.  This evil angel was assigned to see to it that the king of Persia did 
what Satan wanted him to do.  Michael, the archangel assigned to minister to 
Israel . . . assisted Gabriel and together they won the battle. 
pp. 124-5 
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Wiersbe says further: 
 

It appears that there are specific evil angels assigned to various nations; 
some students of angelology call them “territorial spirits.”  That’s why Paul 
told the Ephesian believers that the Christian’s battle was not against flesh 
and blood but against demonic forces in the heavenlies that oppose the holy 
angels who always do God’s will.  The problems that the Jewish remnant were 
having in Jerusalem at that time weren’t being caused by the local officials but 
by Satan’s evil powers using those officials.  Christians are never to worship 
angels . . . or pray to angels, for our worship and prayer belong to God alone.  
But when we pray, God directs the armies of heaven to fight on our behalf, 
even though we may know nothing about the battles that are being waged in 
this invisible war.  
p. 125 
 
 
 
He then says finally: 
 

Our Lord Jesus took seriously the reality of Satan and his demonic 
forces, and so should we.  This doesn’t mean we should blame every headache 
and interruption on the demons, but it does mean we should respect Satan’s 
power (like a roaring lion, 1 Peter 5:8) and his subtlety (like a serpent, 2 Cor. 
11:3).  One of Satan’s chief traps is to get people to think he doesn’t exist or, if 
he does exist, he’s not worth worrying about.  
p. 126 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 
This is not a fictional story.  Satan does have his angels, and they are very well 
organized.  Revelation 12:7 says, “There was war in heaven.  Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.”  
Matthew 25:41 talks about “the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.” 
p. 209 
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David Jeremiah says further: 
 

The prince of Persia is obviously not a man, for no human could have 
resisted a messenger of God.  This fellow is supernatural, one of Satan’s demon 
assistants.  These creatures have special assignments on earth, and we see 
their imprint everywhere. 
 Satan’s world is run by demons.  The Prince of Darkness has had control 
of this world since man sinned in the garden.  Jesus recognized him as a prince 
of this world, and yet we think of this as God’s world.  We sing, “He’s got the 
whole world in His hands,” but comforting as that may sound, it isn’t true.  We 
will be able to understand a lot of what goes on in this world today if we come 
to grips with the fact that the world belongs to Satan. 
 How does Satan run the world?  He is not omnipresent.  When we talk 
about Satan tempting us, it is probably not the Beast himself, but one of his 
dorky demons he has sent to plague us.  These evil angels come at every 
opportunity to tempt and draw us away from the things of God.  This is what it 
means in Ephesians 6:12 when it says, “For we are not fighting against people 
made of flesh and blood, but against persons without bodies—the evil rulers of 
the unseen world.  Those mighty satanic beings and great evil princes of 
darkness who rule this world, and against huge numbers of wicked spirits in 
the spirit world” (TLB) 
 Evil is not abstract; it is not lurking out there somewhere like a cloud.  
Evil always has an intelligent, conscious source.  There is no evil that does not 
originate in a personality.  There is the evil that is within us, and there is the 
evil that is personally involved with Satan and his emissaries.  He is organized 
and his troops are everywhere. 
p. 209 
 
 
 
Dykes quotes John Piper: 
 
Pastor John Piper writes, 
 

The New Testament tells us that this prince of demons “darkens the minds 
of unbelievers” (2 Cor. 4:4), and that he “deceives the world” (Rev. 12:9), and 
that he plants his weeds (unbelievers) throughout the world (Matt. 13:39), 
and that he takes people captive to do his will (2 Tim. 2:25), and that he 
plucks up the seed of the Word when it is preached (Matt. 13:4).  Since we 
know the prince of demons does all that, we may conclude that this is what 
his sub-princes do as well.  So then, I would conclude that there are high-
ranking demonic powers over various regimes and dominions and 
governments and realms of the world; and that they work to create as much 
evil and corruption and spiritual darkness as they can.2 

p. 120 
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(When the Enemy Strikes: The Keys to Winning Your Spiritual Battles by 
Charles F. Stanley) Nashville, TN: Nelson Books. Copyright – Charles F. 
Stanley, 2004.  

 
A friend recently shared with me her experience with one of her children 

many years ago.  Her daughter was about two years old at the time.  The 
family had gone for a Sunday afternoon walk in a nearby park, and they were 
about a block away from their home when suddenly their little girl sat down on 
the edge of the curb.  They encouraged her to get up and keep walking, 
pointing out to her that their home was well within view. 

She shook her head no. 
“Get up,” they encouraged her.  “We’re almost home.” 
“No,” she said.  “I can’t walk any more steps.” 
“Sure you can,” they said. 
“No,” she said again, “I’m too little.” 
That’s the attitude a lot of people seem to have when it comes to facing 

temptation.  They adopt an attitude of “I’m too little,” “I’m too weak,” “I’m not 
able.”  Then they use that attitude to justify their yielding to temptation and 
committing a sin. 
p. 89 
 
 

When you are tempted, ask yourself:  What need in my life does the devil 
seem to be addressing?  Why do I have this need?  What have I done to allow 
this need to develop? 

Why don’t I believe God can meet that need?  Why do I believe the devil 
can? 
p. 101 
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(When the Enemy Strikes: The Keys to Winning Your Spiritual Battles by 
Charles F. Stanley) Nashville, TN: Nelson Books. Copyright – Charles F. 
Stanley, 2004. 

 
Temptations, doubts, accusations, justifications, and speculations begin 

in the mind.  Our feet, hands, and bodies follow where the mind leads us.  It is 
in our minds that we remember, we understand, we make decisions, we 
fantasize, and we evaluate truth from fiction.  It is with our minds that we 
believe, we acknowledge God, and we make choices.  The battleground with 
Satan is the mind. 

Many people ask, “Does the devil have access to my mind?”  Yes.  
Can the devil send thoughts into the mind?  Yes. 
Can the devil speak to the heart?  Yes. 
Now we need to be very clear on several points. 
First, a thought itself is not sin. 
Entertaining a thought and acting out a thought can be sinful.  

Thoughts come—and it is what we do with those thoughts that matters. 
Second, the devil does not send the same thoughts to every person.  The 

devil sends thoughts that are tailor-made to the neediness an individual feels.  
To the person who doesn’t have a need for material possessions to bolster his 
self-esteem, a thought of “You need to buy this or have that” isn’t going to take 
root in the mind.  To the person who doesn’t feel a need for greater sexual 
satisfaction, a lustful thought about a person at work isn’t going to lodge in the 
mind.  To the person who isn’t addicted to alcohol, a message about the 
benefits of having a drink isn’t going to impact the mental habits.  The devil 
knows your area of weakness and need.  He crafts his messages specifically for 
you. 
p. 73 
 
 
 
(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of God by David 

Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2002.  
 

I’d like to suggest that the best way to deal with the struggle for control 
over your thoughts and passions is focusing your mind upon Jesus Christ. 
p. 283 
 
 
We need to cultivate our relationship with Him until He is not just one of the 
things in our life, He is the one thing in our life—the focus of who we are. 
p. 300 
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(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of God by David 
Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2002.  

 
DON’T GIVE THE DEVIL A FOOTHOLD 
 
EPHESIANS 4:26-27 
Do not . . . give place to the devil. 
 
It’s easy to allow the devil entry into our lives.  The King James Version of the 
Bible translates Ephesians 4:27 as, “Neither give place to the devil.”  Better is 
the New American Standard’s “Do not give the devil an opportunity.” 

But perhaps the most graphic is the New International Version’s, “Do 
not give the devil foothold.”  The American Heritage Dictionary says that a  
foothold is “a firm or secure position that provides a base for further 
advancement.”  All we need do is give the devil a foothold—a little place where 
he can bide his time and wait for the opportunity to advance further—to 
ultimately find ourselves in big spiritual trouble. 

Unconfessed bouts of anger, pride, deceit, lust, envy—or any sin—may 
seem small to you, but they are just what the devil is looking for.  If need be, 
confess them now, and purpose to leave no place for the devil to get a foothold 
in your life. 
p. 307 
 
 
 
Augustine on Bad Habits 
 
“Habit, if not resisted, soon becomes necessity.” 
 
—St. Augustine (A.D. 354-430) 

Citation: Sermonnotes.com 
 

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(31 Days of Power: Learning to Live in Spiritual Victory by Ruth Myers with 
Warren Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers, 2003.  

 
Furthermore, taking up this armor is not something we’re to do only 

when we sense danger or feel attacked or oppressed.  We’re not to suddenly 
dash for the armor when the battle gets fierce.  Rather, it’s the way we’re to 
live all the time, because we are in fact in danger; we are in a war. 
p. 156 
 
 

Wearing our armor all the time has to do with experiencing God day by 
day and choosing continually to live in obedience. 
p. 156 
 
 
 
Mel Gibson Believes in Spiritual Warfare 
 
At the January pastors’ screening of The Passion of the Christ at Willow Creek 
Church in Illinois, Gibson explained why he used a veiled female figure to 
portray evil. 
 
Evil “takes on the form of beauty,” Gibson said.  “It is almost beautiful.  It is 
the great aper of God.  But the mask is askew; there is always something 
wrong.  Evil masquerades, but if your antennae are up, you’ll detect it.” 
 
After the screening, I asked Gibson about his belief in spiritual warfare.  
“That’s the big picture, isn’t it?” Gibson replied.  “The big realms are slugging it 
out.  We’re just the meat in the sandwich.  And for some reason, we’re worth it.  
I don’t know why, but we are.” 
 

Citation: David Neff, “The Passion of Mel Gibson,” Christianity Today (March 2004) 
 

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
One of the big things that I have learned out of verse 13 is now I can recognize 
Satan’s activity in TWO AREAS that are critical in my being obedient: 
 
 1. RESISTANCE and 
 
 2. to be DETAINED OR DELAYED in following through on what  
  the Lord wants from me. 
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v. 14  Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the 
future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come.” 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 14: 
 

And now I’m here to help you understand what will eventually happen 
to your people.  The vision has to do with what’s ahead.’ 

p. 1602 
 
 
The word ‘NOW” lets us know that the Lord’s timing is always perfect and His 
purpose will not be thwarted—not even by Satan and his forces, God’s plan and 
purpose will be accomplished. 
 
 
I have titled verse 14 the KEY VERSE to the whole passage.  Gabriel now tells 
us the PURPOSE of his mission: 
 

“I HAVE COME TO EXPLAIN TO YOU WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO 
YOUR PEOPLE [ISRAEL] IN THE FUTURE.” 

 
 
Gabriel concludes this statement with the REASON: 
 
 “FOR THE VISION CONCERNS A TIME YET TO COME.” 
 
 
 
Peterson says pretty much the same thing in his paraphrase: 
 

And now I’m here to help you understand what will eventually happen 
to your people [Israel, of course].  The vision has to do with what’s 
ahead.’ 

p. 1602 
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J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
This is the key which opens the door to the understanding of the remainder of 
the Book of Daniel.  There are three features which characterize this closing 
vision. 
 1.  The vision concerns “thy people.”  I think we can dogmatically and 
categorically identify the prophecy as having Israel as its subject.  If anyone 
tries to interpret this in any other way, then semantics and syntax are 
meaningless.  “Thy people” means Israel. 
 2.  It will be accomplished “in the latter days.”  This places the final 
fulfillment in the period of the Seventieth Week, which is the time of the Great 
Tribulation Period.  The “latter days” places it at the end of that period. 
 3.  “Yet the vision is for many days.”  This emphasizes the fact that a 
long period of time is involved—not only in fulfillment—but before the vision 
will be finalized. 
pp. 593-4 
 
 
 
Bible.org says: 
 
In verse 14, the angel explains to Daniel his purpose in coming to him.  While 
he was delayed for several weeks, the angel came to give him an understanding 
of what was to happen in the “latter days.”  The vision of the glorified Lord, the 
angel explains, pertains not only to Daniel’s people, the Jews, but to “days yet 
future.”  Christ will not appear in His glory until the time for judgment and the 
establishment of the kingdom of God has come.  Christ’s coming in His glory is 
that which comes at the end of the prophetic program for Israel.  
 
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 10:1-21 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.) 
 
 
 
Showers says: 
 
. . . the revelation pertained to the days yet future—the days beyond Daniel’s 
day.  Jacob used the same expression to refer to the days that were yet future 
beyond his time (Gen. 49:1), and it was used in Daniel 2:28 to refer to the days 
that were future beyond Nebuchadnezzar’s time.  As used here in Daniel 10,  
“the latter days” basically would be parallel to the expression “the latter 
portion of the indignation” which covered the span of history from the 530’s B. 
C. to the second coming of Christ (Dan. 8:19).  Thus, the revelation contained 
in Daniel 11 and 12 would fit into that time span.  
p. 145 
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Feinberg says: 
 
When the angel finally did arrive, He announced His purpose as being “to give 
you an understanding of what will happen to your people in the latter days.”  
This phrase “in the latter days” reminds us again that although this prophecy 
related to events of Daniel’s day, its final significance attaches to the end of 
Israel’s history in the establishment of the Messianic kingdom on earth.  
Further evidence of this is found in the statement, “The vision pertains to the 
days yet future.”  Although Daniel’s petitions may have concerned themselves 
only with Israel’s immediate future, the Angel’s disclosure included a much 
more extended period of time.  Answers to prayer are often such; they 
frequently include much more than was originally asked for. 
p. 143 
 
 
 
Keil & Delitzsch say: 
 
With this joyful message the angel comes to Daniel, to open up to him what 
would befall his people in the last time. 
p. 419 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
The vision is the revelation of chapter 11. 
p. 181 
 
 
 
Blair says: 
 
Here we are prepared for what is to follow on through to the end of the book of 
Daniel.  Though it has some reference to the wars of the Ptolemies and others, 
and though Antiochus Epiphanes is characterized, in its finality and prophecy 
looks forward to the concluding three and a half years of the tribulation period.  
Thus we have a clear statement as to what God’s chosen people would face 
during the latter days before the return of the Lord 
p. 206 
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Berrigan says: 
 
Once more Daniel’s soul is all but torn from his body.  Has he not already 
heard and seen things kept secret from the beginning? And yet, all but beyond 
bearing, more is to come (Dan. 10:14), a “new vision.” It is all too much, too 
quick.  Daniel is stricken, in dread of hearing more.   
p. 180 
 
 
 
Pentecost says: 
 
Again in Daniel 10:14 the term “latter days” is used in reference to the events 
preceding the millennial age. 
p. 351 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 

The angel had come to give Daniel a special revelation concerning the 
Jewish people and what would happen to them in the latter days (Dan. 10:14).  
As we study this complex prophecy, we must focus on Israel and not on the 
church, even though all Scripture is profitable for all believers at all times.  
Parts of this prophecy have already been fulfilled, but much of it remains to be 
fulfilled in “the end times,” that is, during the seventieth week of the 
“prophetic calendar” given in verses 24-27. 
p. 124 
 
 
 
David Jeremiah says: 
 

A PROFESSOR AT A LIBERAL THEOLOGICAL seminary was 
teaching from the Book of Daniel.  His class consisted of young men and 
women, many of them future church leaders.  At the beginning of his lecture he 
said, “Now I want you to understand that Daniel was written during the 
Maccabean period in the second century B.C., not by the historic Daniel who 
lived in the sixth century BC.  The facts were written, as all history is, after 
the events took place.” 
 One young man raised his hand and asked, “How can that be, sir, when 
Christ said in Matthew 24:16 that it was written by Daniel?” 
 The professor paused a moment, looked the student in the eyes and said, 
“Young man, I know more about the Book of Daniel than Jesus did.” 
p. 215 
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v. 15  While he was saying this to me, I bowed with my face toward the ground 
and was speechless. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 15: 
 

 “While he was saying all this, I looked at the ground and said 
nothing. 

p. 1602 
 
 
The thought of verse 15 is: 
 
 FLAT ON THE GROUND and  
 
 UNABLE TO SPEAK. 
 
 
 
Bible.org titles these next two verses: 
 
(5) Daniel’s weakness verses 15-17 
 
The presence of the angel, and his words spoken to Daniel, render Daniel so 
awe-struck he is speechless.  Mortal man, marred by sin, is terror-stricken in 
the face of holiness.   
 
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 10:1-21 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.) 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles the remaining verses: 
 
The strengthening of the prophet (10:15-11:1) 
p. 1366 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
Daniel had been weakened at the appearance of the messenger . . . Now he was 
also overwhelmed (speechless . . .) at learning of the angelic-demonic conflict 
that delayed the answer to his prayer.  Moreover, he was overcome with 
anguish . . . at the content of the vision of Israel’s coming sufferings.  He was 
left totally debilitated . . . and gasping for breath. 
p. 1366 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
Evidently Daniel was still frightened or overcome with emotion, for while the 
angel was speaking to him, he “bowed” his face “toward the ground and was 
speechless.”  Gabriel “touched” his lips and enabled him to speak.  In this 
context “my lord” . . . has roughly the force of the English “sir.”  “I am helpless” 
is literally “I have not retained strength.”  Evidently Daniels’ pains and lack of 
strength were due to fright and emotional distress.  He asked the angel how he 
as a mortal man (“your servant”) could dare speak to a heavenly being. 
p. 287 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 
Daniel is in need of a second touch, for the experience has left him dumb.  This 
was hardly surprising for this vision of heavenly warfare and the realm he had 
been in touch with by prayer must have been awe-inspiring.  Even with his 
lifelong commitment to prayer he could scarcely have imagined until this 
moment just what momentous issues hung upon his intercessions. 
p. 157 
 
 
 
Gangel titles these remaining verses and then says: 
 
The Strengthening Message (10:15-11:1) 
 

SUPPORTING IDEA:  Two strains run side by side in these verses—the 
insufficiency and weakness of humanity and the authority and power of 
God. 

p. 285 
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Gangel says further: 
 
Daniel’s spiritual and emotional struggle continued as he was rendered 
speechless by this talk about spiritual warfare somewhere in the skies over 
Persia. 
p. 285 
 
 
 
Lucas says: 
 
Daniel’s reaction as described here is very similar to that recorded in v. 9.  The 
duplication emphasizes the awesomeness of the experience.  It is not clear 
whether the ‘one like a human being’ who touches Daniel’s lips is the angelic 
being who had already been talking with him or another figure. 
p. 277 
 
 
 
Young titles these remaining verses: 
 
Daniel is made capable of receiving the full revelation from the Messenger. 
p. 227 
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v. 16  Then one who looked like a man touched my lips, and I opened my mouth 
and began to speak.  I said to the one standing before me, “I am 
overcome with anguish because of the vision, my lord, and I am helpless. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 16: 
 

Then I was surprised by something like a human hand that touched my 
lips.  I opened my mouth and started talking to the messenger: ‘When  
I saw you, master, I was terror-stricken.  My knees turned to water.   
I couldn’t move. 

p. 1602 
 
 
This is the SECOND TIME in the passage that Daniel has been: 
 
 TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL. 
 
 
Back in verse 10: 
 

“A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees.” 
 
 
And now here in verse 16: 
 

“THEN ONE WHO LOOKED LIKE A MAN TOUCHED MY LIPS.” 
 
 
Then we will see a third TOUCH in verse 18: 
 

“AGAIN THE ONE WHO LOOKED LIKE A MAN TOUCHED ME AND 
GAVE ME STRENGTH.” 
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I am reminded of Isaiah’s experience in seeing the Lord in Isaiah 6.   
He describes the happening in verses 6 and 7: 
 
Isaiah 6:6-7 
 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he 
had taken with tongs from the altar.  With it he touched my mouth and 
said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your 
sin atoned for.”  

 
 
Jeremiah 1:8-9 
 

Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares 
the Lord.  Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth 
and said to me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth.  

 
 
As a result of the ANGELIC MESSENGER touching Daniel’s lips, we see: 
 
 1. “I OPENED MY MOUTH” and 
 
 2. “I . . . BEGAN TO SPEAK.” 
 
 
The message that Daniel delivers is as follows: 
 

“I AM OVERCOME WITH ANGUISH BECAUSE OF THE VISION, MY 
LORD, AND I AM HELPLESS.” 

 
 
He says there are TWO THINGS: 
 
 1. “I AM OVERCOME WITH ANGUISH” and 
 
 2. “I AM HELPLESS.” 
 
 
 
One translator said it this way: 
 
“Sir, do to the vision anxiety has gripped me and I have no strength.” 
 
(source unknown) 
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Bible.org says: 
 
The angel reaches out, touching Daniel’s lips . . . Daniel could now speak, and 
he did.  He explained that the vision had left him in anguish and exhausted, 
feeling utterly unworthy to speak.  His strength vanished, and he seems to 
have gasped for breath.  This kind of experience you and I can never truly 
fathom without having the same experience. 
 
. . . Our irreverence, I fear, is a direct result of our inadequate and inaccurate 
perception of God. 
 
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 10:1-21 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.) 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 

The prophet, having been delivered from his fear, addressed his 
statement to the angelic visitor.  By calling the Angel “my lord,” Daniel was not 
ascribing to him deity but was merely using the words as an expression of 
respect.  When he said, “As a result of the vision anguish has come upon me,” 
Daniel used the same expression that is used of a woman travailing in 
childbirth. 
p. 144 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say this of verse 16: 
 
One that appeared in a human form, the same angel that touched me with his 
hand before (see ver. 10), restored my speech to me, which my fright and 
concern had quite deprived me of. 
p. 675 
 
 
Matthew 22:11-12 
 

“But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw there 
a man not dressed in wedding clothes, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how 
did you come in here without wedding clothes?’  And he was speechless. 
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Jazz Great Charlie Parker on Authenticity 
 
If you don’t live it, it won’t come out of your horn. 
 
—Jazz saxophonist Charlie Parker (1920-1955) 
 

Citation: Lee Eclov, Vernon Hills, Illinois 
 

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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v. 17  How can I, your servant, talk with you, my lord?  My strength is gone 
and I can hardly breathe.” 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 17: 
 

How can I, a lowly servant, speak to you, my master?  I’m paralyzed.   
I can hardly breathe!’ 

p. 1602 
 
 
As Daniel continues to speak, he asks the QUESTION: 
 
 “HOW CAN I, YOUR SERVANT, TALK WITH YOU, MY LORD?” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 In addressing the messenger as my lord . . . Daniel was using a title of 
respect something like the modern-day “Sir.” 
p. 1366 
 
 
Following the QUESTION, Daniel gives an UPDATE ON HIS PHYSICAL 
CONDITION: 
 
 1. “MY STRENGTH IS GONE” and 
 
 2. “I CAN HARDLY BREATHE.” 
 
 
You can say: 
 
 “I am breathless as I am standing in your presence.” 
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v. 18  Again the one who looked like a man touched me and gave me strength. 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 18: 
 

 “Then this humanlike figure touched me again and gave me 
strength. 

p. 1602 
 
 
 
Bible.org titles these remaining verses: 
 
(6) The angel’s ministry verses 18–11:1 
 
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 10:1-21 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.) 
 
 
It is recorded that the angel did TWO THINGS: 
 
 1. “[HE] TOUCHED” Daniel again and 
 
 2. “[HE] GAVE [HIM] STRENGTH.” 
 
 
This is the THIRD AND FINAL TOUCH BY AN ANGEL: 
 
 1. verse 10—“A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands  

and knees,” 
 
 2. verse 16—“Then one who looked like a man touched my lips, and I  

opened my mouth and began to speak,” and 
 
 3. verse 18—“THE ONE WHO LOOKED LIKE A MAN TOUCHED  

ME AND GAVE ME STRENGTH.” 
 
 
DANIEL is mentioned 43 TIMES in these verses we are considering. 
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Gangel says: 
 
At the first touch Daniel regained his voice; then at the second touch he received 
strength.  The highly esteemed prophet heard a message all of us need with 
some frequency: Peace!  Be strong now; be strong.  Daniel was immediately 
strengthened and, in this newly invigorated condition, acknowledged his 
readiness for the vision. 
p. 285 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 
Just as Elijah was strengthened more than once when in a state of extreme 
weakness (1 Kgs. 19:5-8), so here Daniel is touched and encouraged yet again.  
We have often noticed how the book uses repetition for emphasis and so again 
we have the touch, the strengthening word, and this time the repeated 
command to be strong. 
p. 158 
 
 
 
Blair says: 
 

Another angelic touch was given the prophet and as the first opened his 
lips, this one provided strength, “Then there came again and touched me, one 
like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me.”  Further, a message of 
encouragement and comfort was given to Daniel: “O man greatly beloved, fear 
not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong.”  How wonderful it is that God 
always has the right message at the right time.  Daniel had been experiencing a 
time of stress and turmoil within his heart and soul as he agonized before God 
on behalf of his people.  Hearing this earnest pleading, God’s reply was, “Fear 
not.”  Faithful saints of every generation have heard these same words from the 
lips of our gracious God as they have passed through the hard and difficult 
places of life.  Indeed, “The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and 
He knoweth them that trust in Him (Nahum 1:7). 
p. 207 
 
 
 
Leupold titles these remaining verses: 
 
The Second Announcement of the Angel’s Purpose and Daniel’s Final 
Strengthening, v. 18-11:1 
p. 463 
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Walvoord says: 
 
For the third time in this chapter, Daniel is strengthened supernaturally by 
one who comes and touches him.  Leupold believes that the same angel 
mentioned in verse 10 and following is the one who strengthens Daniel in each 
instance.32  However, in view of the plurality of angelic ministry, there is no 
special reason why Daniel should not have the ministry of more than one 
angel.  The description of verse 16, as well as the description of verse 18, would 
be unnecessary if only one angel was involved.  The context of verses 18 and 
19, however, seems to link this angel as the one who addressed Daniel in 
verses 11-12. 
p. 249 
 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 
The angel that was employed by Christ to converse with him gave him all the 
encouragement and comfort that could be.  Christ himself comforted John 
when he in a like case fell at his feet as dead (Rev. [1]. 17); but here he did it by 
the angel. 
 1.  He lent him his hand to help him (v. 10), else he would still have lain 
grovelling, touched his lips (v. 16), else he would have been still dumb; again 
he touched him (v. 18), and put strength into him.  One touch from heaven 
brings us to our knees, sets us on our feet, opens our lips, and strengthens us; 
for it is God that works on us, and works in us, both to will and to do that 
which is good. 
p. 1100 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
The prophet is touched and strengthened for the third time, and more 
effectually than before . . . The being touched and strengthened three times by 
the angel . . . 
p. 230 
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We need to remember that Daniel has just celebrated his 90th birthday and he 
is about five years from touchdown in glory.  He is fulfilling his final 
assignment here and so he is fragile and in need of the support and strength 
that the angel can give him. 
 
 
 

Growing Older 
 
As we grow older we become like old cars, more and more repairs are 
necessary.  We must look forward to the fine new machines, latest resurrection 
model which are waiting for us in the divine garage. 

—C. S. Lewis in letters to an American Woman,  
quoted in Servant, March 1995 

 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
 
 
 
Marathoner Finished Race Despite Assault 
 
Vanderlei Lima went to Athens to do what no other Brazilian had ever done—
medal in the Olympic marathon.  This marathon was special.  The runners 
would retrace the 2,500-year-old route of Phidipedes, the original marathoner. 
 
As Lima neared the last leg of the race, he was in first place, and throngs of flag-
waving spectators cheered him on.  It was one of those moments where people of 
various backgrounds put their differences aside.  The joyful celebration turned to 
bewilderment, however, when an eccentric spectator bolted from the crowd and 
tackled Lima.  The assailant, wearing a red, white, and green kilt, did not injure 
Lima, but the delay dashed Lima’s hopes for a gold medal.  In the ensuing chaos, 
Lima lost 20 minutes and two other runners sped by him to win the gold and 
silver.  Despite the unfortunate incident, Lima did not give up. 
 
Following the race Lima expressed this reaction: “I’m not going to cry forever 
about the incident, although it broke my concentration, but I managed to 
finish, and the bronze medal in such a difficult marathon is also a great 
achievement.” 
 
Citation: “Defrocked Priest Attacks Marathon Leader,” USA Today (8-29-04); submitted by 
David Slagle, Atlanta, Georgia 
 

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(To Fly Again by Gracia Burnham) Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright – 
Gracia Burnham, 2005.  

 
 In Martin’s Bible I found a three-by-five card from a time he spoke on a 
Sunday morning in Aritao.  It was this Scripture from 1 Corinthians 1:8-9 (NIV): 
 

He will keep you strong to the end, so  
that you will be blameless on the day  
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God, who has  
called you . . . is faithful. 

 
 That card now rides around in my Bible instead of Martin’s.  It tells me 
to keep going when my life is hard.  It reminds me to draw upon God’s 
strength.  It assures me that his provision is adequate.  It promises me that I 
can make it after all.  I can survive. 
 God does not mean for us to be cowed by our circumstances, even though 
we often are.  He means for us to keep our balance and rise to meet the 
challenge through his enabling power. 
pp. 116-17 
 
 
Isaiah 40:31 (NET Bible) 
 

But those who wait for the Lord’s help find renewed strength; they rise 
up as if they had eagles’ wings, they run without getting weary, they 
walk without getting tired. 

 
 
Philippians 4:13 (NET Bible) 
 

I am able to do all things through the one who strengthens me. 
 
 
Colossians 1:11 (NET Bible) 
 

being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might for the 
display of all patience and steadfastness, joyfully 
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v. 19  “Do not be afraid, O man highly esteemed,” he said.  “Peace!  Be strong 
now; be strong.”  When he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, 
“Speak, my lord, since you have given me strength.” 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 19: 
 

He said, ‘Don’t be afraid, friend.  Peace.  Everything is going to be all 
right.  Take courage.  Be strong.’ 
 “Even as he spoke, courage surged up within me.  I said, ‘Go 
ahead, let my master speak.  You’ve given me courage.’ 

p. 1602 
 
 
Here in verse 19 the angel now speaks and there are FOUR COMMANDS: 
 

1. “DO NOT BE AFRAID,” 
 

2. “PEACE,” 
 

3. “BE STRONG NOW,” and 
 

4. “BE STRONG.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 To meet the prophet’s need, the angel first quieted the alarm in Daniel’s 
heart (Do not be afraid . . . O man highly esteemed . . .), and strengthened him 
physically and emotionally.  Daniel was then ready to receive the details of the 
message. 
p. 1366 
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This is the SECOND TIME  that Gabriel has had to tell Daniel: 
 

“DO NOT BE AFRAID.” 
 
 
This command was back in verse 12 and now here it begins verse 19: 
 

“DO NOT BE AFRAID, O MAN HIGHLY ESTEEMED.” 
 
 
I am sure the repetition of “DO NOT BE AFRAID” reminds Daniel of the fact 
that: 
 

FEAR IS A SIN BECAUSE IT DENIES THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD. 
 
 
“Daniel, you don’t need to be afraid because you are a person who is highly 
esteemed—you who are valued—you are of great value as far as the Lord is 
concerned.” 
 
 
Whereas COMMAND #1 is: 
 
 “DO NOT BE AFRAID” 
 
COMMAND #2 is: 
 
 “PEACE!” 
 
 
COMMAND #3 and #4 have to do with “STRENGTH”: 
 
 3. “BE STRONG NOW” and 
 
 4. “BE STRONG.” 
 
 
We could TRANSLATE that: 
 
 “be strong” and 
 
 “be really strong.” 
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Daniel says: 
 

“WHEN HE SPOKE TO ME, I WAS STRENGTHENED AND [AS A 
RESULT I] SAID, “SPEAK, MY LORD, SINCE YOU HAVE GIVEN ME 
STRENGTH.” 

 
 
Colossians 1:29 (NET Bible) 
 

Toward this goal I also labor, struggling according to his power that 
powerfully works in me.  

 
 
It is our awesome responsibility to let the world see: 
 

 what Christ has done FOR US, but also  
 
what He has done IN US, and then display  
 
what He has done THROUGH US. 

 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
 The effect produced upon Daniel was so immediately apparent that he 
perceived at once that he had already gained the needed strength and asked 
that the further revelation might continue at once.  With a strong interest in 
the divine revelation Daniel was as eager to learn as the angel was to impart. 
p. 464 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
Thou needest not be under such terrible apprehensions, as if this vision did 
portend thee some mischief . . . for it is a peculiar token of God’s favour to thee . . . 
p. 675 
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Young says: 
 
The imperative is repeated, lit., be strong and be strong, i. e., be very strong or 
take good courage.  This repetition adds to the intensity of the expression. 
p. 228 
 
 
 
Haskell says: 
 

For the third time Gabriel expressed the love of God for Daniel, adding, 
“Peace be unto thee; be strong, yea, be strong.”  By word and by touch Gabriel 
strengthened the gray-haired prophet.  He was ready for the revelation, and 
said, “Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me.” 
p. 159 
 
 
After the FOUR COMMANDS given by the angel, Daniel speaks: 
 

“WHEN HE SPOKE TO ME, I WAS STRENGTHENED AND SAID, 
‘SPEAK, MY LORD, SINCE YOU HAVE GIVEN ME STRENGTH.’” 
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(Christ/Life by Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers, 
2005.  

 
 We have inside us “the same mighty power that raised Christ from the 
dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly 
realms” (Ephesians 1:19–20, NLT). 
 In Christ, God Himself “is at work within you, giving you the will and 
the power to achieve his purpose” (Philippians 2:13, Phillips).  Therefore we 
can say, “The Lord God is my strength; He will make my feet like deer’s feet, 
and He will make me walk on my high hills” (Habakkuk 3:19, NKJV). 
IN CHRIST we can count on having all the energy we truly need.  “I have 
strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me—I am ready for anything 
and equal to anything through Him Who infuses inner strength into me; I am 
self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency” (Philippians 4:13, AMP). 
 Here again Paul’s prayers point the way.  Out of God’s “glorious, 
unlimited resources” we can receive “mighty inner strength through his Holy 
Spirit” (Ephesians 3:16, NLT).  He makes it possible for us to be “strengthened 
with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all 
steadfastness and patience” (Colossians 1:11, NASB). 
 Paul also reminds us that, “according to the power that works in us,” the 
Almighty God “is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or 
think” (Ephesians 3:20, NKJV).  His active power can do infinitely more than 
you or I can ever hope for or dream of. 
 So He comes to us as He came to Daniel, saying, “Peace be to you; be 
strong, yes, be strong!” (Daniel 10:19, NKJV). 
 He comes to us as He came to Paul, saying, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for My strength is made perfect in my weakness”; and we can respond with Paul, 
“When I am made weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9–10, NKJV). 
pp. 116-17 
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(Christ/Life by Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers, 
2005.  

 
How I rejoice, Lord, that “In your hand are power and might, 

and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all” 
(1 Chronicles 29:12, ESV). 

 
Almighty God, thank You that through my union with Christ I’ve 
been resurrected into a new life and identity.  Through Him I can 
experience power and enabling beyond what I have ever known. 

 
Thank You that I no longer need to be anxious, for in Christ 

I am adequate . . . enabled . . . empowered.  Anxiety and fear are 
no longer realistic, for in You I have ever reason 

to be confident, trusting, and at rest. 
 

So my heart rejoices in You, the strongest Strong One, 
as my constant source of energy and strength and protection. 

 
“I have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me—I am 

ready for anything and equal to anything through Him Who infuses 
inner strength into me; I am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency” 

(Philippians 4:13, AMP). 
p. 119 
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(Devotions and Prayers of F. B. Meyer compiled and edited by Andrew Kosten) 
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House. Copyright – Baker Book House, 
1960.  

 
Unfailing Source of Renewal 

 
But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be 
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint — Isaiah 40:31. 

 
Many of us are too strong, self-reliant, and resourceful to get the best that God 
can give.  But wait until your strength begins to faint beneath the burden and 
the noon-tide heat; till the energy that was your boast had slowly ebbed away, 
and you are left without strength.  Then the Mighty One of Jacob will draw 
near you and impart both power and strength. 

They that wait on God renew their strength.  It is new strength for each 
new duty or trial.  As each fresh demand is made on them, they receive some 
unrealized enduement.  Nothing, not even youthful genius and vigor, can be a 
substitute for this. 

At first sight, it would appear that I should pass from walking to 
running, and from this to flying.  But the order is reversed.  To pursue the 
common track of daily duty—not faltering nor growing weary—to do so when 
novelty has worn off, when the elasticity of youth has vanished, when the 
applause of the crowd has become dim and faint—this is the greatest 
achievement of the Christian life. 
 

Prayer 
 
O My Saviour, I am weary; the strain of life has exhausted me; the pressure of 
daily business has robbed me of my former energy.  I have no strength even to 
cast my load.  Forgive me for the lack of simple, childlike faith.  Come near and 
rest me.  Hush the fears I cannot allay; wipe the tears I cannot keep back.  Lift 
me up, by thy strong arm, above the mists and darkness of the valley, to stand 
and walk with thee on the high level of thy manifested presence and glory.  
Amen. 
pp. 16-17 
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(God’s Best Secrets: Daily Devotional Meditations by Andrew Murray) Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – unknown, 1977.  

 
The Christian needs strength.  This we all know.  The Christian has no 

strength of his own.  This is also true.  Where may strength be obtained?  
Notice the answer: “Be strong in the Lord and the power of His might.” 
(January 27) 
 
 

In chapter iii. 16, 17, Paul prays the Father to grant them, according to 
the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner 
man, that Christ might dwell in their hearts.  And then: “Now unto Him that is 
able to do exceedingly abundantly, above all we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory.” 
(January 27) 
 
 
 
(Growing Slowly Wise: Building a Faith that Works by David Roper) Grand 

Rapids, MI: Discovery House. Copyright – David Roper, 2000.  
 

Life is temptation.  It pursues us through childhood, adolescence, 
adulthood, old age, and senility—right up to the gates of heaven.  It entices us 
at work and play.  It intrudes into our thoughts, our dreams, and even into our 
prayers.  “Temptations to sin are sure to come,” Jesus said. 
p. 50 
 
 
Thomas à Kempis said, “Temptations are more easily overcome if they are 
never allowed to enter.  Meet them at the door as soon as they knock, and do 
not let them in.” 
p. 54 
 
 
 
(Whispers of His Power by Amy Carmichael) Fort Washington, PA: CLC 

Publications. Copyright – The Dehvanur Fellowship, 1982.  
 
“Our Lord is always asking the impossible of us.  He is always trusting us to 
rise to it.  And best of all, He is always standing alongside to make the 
impossible possible.  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me 
(Phil. 4:13). 
p. 223 
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v. 20  So he said, “Do you know why I have come to you?  Soon I will return to 
fight against the prince of Persia, and when I go, the prince of Greece 
will come; 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 20: 
 

 “He said, ‘Do you know why I’ve come here to you?  I now have to 
go back to fight against the angel-prince of Persia, and when I get him 
out of the way, the angel-prince of Greece will arrive. 

p. 1602 
 
 
Whereas we had a QUESTION back in verse 17: 
 

“How can I, your servant, talk with you, my lord?” 
 
 
Now the angel has his own QUESTION: 
 

“DO YOU KNOW WHY I HAVE COME TO YOU?” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The messenger then stated that when he returned to fight against the prince of 
Persia . . . 10:13), the prince of Greece would come.  These princes, as stated 
earlier . . . were demons, Satan’s representatives assigned to nations to oppose 
godly forces.  Persia and Greece were two major nations discussed in detail in 
chapter 11 . . . 
pp. 1366-7 
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Young says: 
 
The words of the Speaker are difficult, and many interpretations have been 
offered.  It seems to me that the meaning is as follows: “I go now to continue 
my warfare with the Prince of Persia in order that I may maintain the position 
already gained” . . . This would have reference to the hindrances and 
difficulties which the Jews would experience under the Persian rule in the 
rebuilding of their city walls and Temple.  I shall go out]—i. e., from the 
struggle with the Prince of Persia, and another struggle will begin, that with 
the Prince of Greece.  
p. 228 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
 As soon as the one conflict ends, another takes its place: “lo, the prince of 
Greece will come forth.”  Demon influence will endeavor to enlist Greece in the 
war of destruction of God’s people.  If the angel who is speaking did not 
interpose, demon influence might well meet with success.  So the prophet is 
apprized of some of the undercover movements in history but also of the type of 
checking that God employs to keep them within proper bounds. 
p. 466 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
That is, the peaceful service of disclosing the future unto thee, in which I am 
now engaged, forms but a brief interruption to the great war which I must 
continue steadily to wage against the guardian spirit of the Persian power. 
p. 230 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 

The stage now having been set for the great revelation to follow, the 
angel poses the question once again, “Knowest thou wherefore I come unto 
thee?” 
p. 250 
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Gangel says: 
 
The angel’s question seems rhetorical—Do you know why I have come to you?  
Considering what Daniel had been through there on the bank of the Tigris, this 
might have been a check of his mental and emotional stability.  After a 
smashing sack which knocked John Elway on his back for several minutes 
during a Denver Bronco football game, the trainer asked him, “Do you know 
where you are?”  Presumably the answer should have been, “Yes, I’m in a 
football game in Mile High Stadium.”  But Elway responded, “Yeah—I’m fourth 
and seventeen!” 
pp. 285-6 
 
 
 
Gangel says further: 
 

Daniel was fourth and long too, and the angel wanted to be sure he could 
handle what was coming in chapter 11.  Furthermore, there wasn’t much time 
since the angel had scheduled a rematch against the prince of Persia.  Then he 
said a most curious thing—and when I go, the prince of Greece will come.  We 
don’t have any problem recognizing some demonic being as the prince of 
Greece, but to where was he coming and why?  I like the way Baldwin puts it: 
“The heavenly warfare is to be directed against first Persia and then Greece, 
because each of these in turn will have power over God’s people” (Baldwin, 
182).  This prophecy didn’t only deal with Persia, but also with Greece, so its 
demonic prince was interested in the discussion as well.  In a context like this, 
we take strong spiritual hold once again on Ephesians 6. 
p. 286 
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Feinberg says: 
 
Apparently, the struggle with the prince of Persia was not entirely settled, so 
the Angel needed to set the matter right, permanently.  There were yet factors 
in Persia that could frustrate God’s plan for Israel if they were allowed to 
continue unchecked.  The Angel had to return, therefore, to counteract those 
factors and assure the safe return of the Jews to their homeland. 
 When the Angel did go forth, world affairs would follow a very different 
course.  The “prince of Greece” would appear, and through him the cause of the 
Jews would be favored.  The meaning of this passage was that until the “prince 
of Greece” appeared, events would require the direct intervention of heaven in 
the affairs of Israel.  But when the “prince of Greece” came, he would be kindly 
disposed toward the Jews and their political condition.  There is no question 
but that the “prince of Greece” referred to here was Alexander the Great . . . It 
is a matter of historical record that Alexander favored the Jews.  With his 
advent, whatever the people of God had to fear was removed. 
p. 145 
 
 
 
Goldingay says: 
 
The effect is to tie the delivering of the earthly message and the reality of the 
heavenly conflicts closely together, and to underline in yet another way the 
importance of the message, if its delivery was worth the turning of the 
messenger’s attention away from such crucial conflicts. 
p. 292 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
This referred to the prophetic vision given to Daniel in chapter 8 where the 
ultimate triumph of Greece over Medo-Persia was prophesied.  The angel 
indicated, however, that he supported Darius the Mede when he took charge of 
Babylon. 
p. 263 
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Wiersbe says: 
 

Finally, the angel made it clear that the battle wasn’t yet over.  As soon 
as he finished instructing Daniel, Gabriel would return to assist Michael in 
battling the prince of Persia and the prince of Greece, two satanic evil angels 
who were opposing the plans of the Lord for these nations.  The ruler of Persia 
had shown great kindness and mercy to the Jews in allowing them to return 
home, and Satan was against this decision.  God also had plans for Greece . . . 
and Satan wanted to interfere there.  One reason why God commands His 
people to pray for those in authority is so that God’s will, not Satan’s plans, 
might be fulfilled in their lives . . . The destiny of more than one nation has 
been changed because God’s people have fervently prayed. 

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for 
pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:4-5, NKJV). 
pp. 126-7 
 
 
I love the way the NET Bible describes: 
 
2 Corinthians 10:4-5 (NET Bible) 
 

for the weapons of our warfare are not human weapons, but are made 
powerful by God for tearing down strongholds.  We tear down arguments 
and every arrogant obstacle that is raised up against the knowledge of 
God, and we take every thought captive to make it obey Christ. 

 
 
 
Charles Colson has this prayer at the end of one of his devotionals: 
 
(How Now Shall We Live? by Charles Colson with Anne Morse) Wheaton, IL: 

Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. Copyright – Prison Fellowship 
Ministries, 2004.  

 
 
Lord, teach me to choose the right weapons at every stage of life, to resist the 
onslaught of temptation. 
p. 142 
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Successful Spiritual Warfare Demands Unity 
 
In The Good Fight, Mark Buchanan offers four spiritual disciplines to keep 
fights from scarring your soul.  Buchanan uses a movie scene to describe the 
necessity of unity for the church. 
 
General Maximus comes to Rome dirty and shackled.  This is not the way it’s 
supposed to be.  Where’s Rome’s legendary pageantry to greet one of her war 
heroes—the heraldry, the burnished armor, the laurel crown?  Where’s the 
honor due him? 
 
Maximus comes as a slave. 
 
That’s the premise of the movie Gladiator.  Through a maze of events, 
Maximus goes from celebrated warrior, favorite of one emperor, to despised 
traitor, nemesis of another.  He becomes a fugitive, then caged slave, then 
unvanquished gladiator.  His growing fame in the arena brings him to the 
sport’s pinnacle: Rome’s magnificent Coliseum to face her elite warriors. 
 
The games open with a re-enactment of the battle of Carthage.  The gladiators, 
all foot soldiers, are cast as the hapless Carthaginians.  It is a stage for 
slaughter.  They are marched out a dark passageway into brilliant sunlight 
and met with a roar of bloodlust. 
 
Maximus, their leader, shouts to his men: “Stay together.”  He assembles them 
in a tight circle in the center of the arena: back-to-back, shields aloft, spears 
outward.  Again he shouts, “Whatever comes out that gate, stay together.” 
 
What comes out that gate is swift and sleek and full of terror.  Chariot upon 
chariot thunder forth.  War horses pull, with deadly agility and earthshaking 
strength, wagons driven by master charioteers.  Amazonian warrior princesses 
ride behind and with deadly precision hurl spears and volley arrows.  One 
gladiator strays from the circle, ignoring Maximus’s order, and is cut down. 
Maximus shouts once more: “Stay together!” 
 
The instinct to scatter is strong.  But Maximus exerts his authority, and they 
resist that impulse.  The chariots circle, closer, closer, closer.  Spears and 
arrows rain down on the men’s wood shields.  The chariots are about to cinch 
the knot.  Right then Maximus shouts, “Now!” 
 
The gladiators attack, and decimate the Romans.  Commodus, the evil 
emperor, caustically remarks to the games organizer: “My memory of Roman 
history is rusty, but didn’t we beat Carthage the first time?” 
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Whatever comes out that gate, stay together.  
 
That echoes what Jesus prayed for us: “May they be brought to complete unity” 
(John 17:23).  And he promises that the gates of hell will not overcome his 
church. 
 

Citation: Mark Buchanan, “The Good Fight,” 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/le/2004/004/23.52.html  

Leadership Journal, (Fall 2004) 
 

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(31 Days of Power: Learning to Live in Spiritual Victory by Ruth Myers with 

Warren Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers, 2003.  
 

I rejoice that the helmet of salvation protects my thinking and helps 
assure that You are delivering me from sin and from the snares and attacks of 
Satan.  I realize this doesn’t guarantee a trouble-free life, but I thank You that 
it does guarantee a joyful and purposeful life, no matter what Satan has in 
mind. 
p. 85 
 
 

We rest on Thee, our Shield and our Defender! 
We go not forth alone against the foe; 

Strong in Thy strength, safe in Thy keeping tender, 
We rest on Thee, and in Thy Name we go. 

 
Behind all spiritual warfare is the intense conflict of Gethsemane and 

Calvary.  There our Lord Jesus was in direct combat with Satan.  There He 
confronted this evil usurper, who fought desperately to keep us in his system of 
darkness and condemnation—to keep us part of the rebellious system that was 
under God’s wrath. 

Satan had long before gained control of the world, bringing darkness, 
guilt, condemnation, and fear of death.  But then God entered the scene, “you 
might say in disguise,” as C.S. Lewis expressed it in Mere Christianity; He 
“landed on this enemy-occupied world in human form.”  God’s own Son slipped 
right into Satan’s territory. 
p. 109 
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(31 Days of Power: Learning to Live in Spiritual Victory by Ruth Myers with 
Warren Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers, 2003.  

 
Being strong in the Lord involves the choice, the daily and hourly choice, 

not to rely on our own powers but on the strength and power of His might, of 
His Spirit.  “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves . . . but our sufficiency is 
from God” (2 Corinthians 3:5, NKJV).  “Is”—not will be, but now is!  “We are 
powerless before this great multitude who are coming against us; nor do we 
know what to do, but our eyes are on You.” (2 Chronicles 20:12). 
p. 154 
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Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Home Front 
Marriages & Families 

by Don Anderson 
 
When Satan uses his weapons of mass destruction on the home front, “prayers” 
like these often are voiced.  You will notice that some of them are prayers of rigid 
resistance and others of remorse.  What God is looking for is broken repentance. 
 
Weapon #1: Doubt—“Lord, I’m having second thoughts about my marriage and 
family.  I’m living in a mess.  This is not fun.” 
 
Weapon #2: Deceit—“Lord, I know You want me to be happy so I’m out of here 
looking for greener pastures.” 
 
Weapon #3: Defensiveness—“Lord, the reason I’m so angry is because I am right 
and she is the one who needs help!” 
 
Weapon #4: Discouragement—“Lord, I’m in the pits and the only way out is to 
throw in the towel.” 
 
Weapon #5: Distraction—“Lord, I’ve got my eyes on the bottom line and lost my 
focus.” 
 
Weapon #6: Division—“Lord, it’s time to split.  We don’t see anything the same 
anymore.” 
 
Weapon #7: Destruction—“Lord, now that my family and marriage are gone,  
I can see Satan means business.” 
 
Weapon #8: Disobedience—“Lord, I know you hated divorce but I went ahead 
anyway.  Now I’m suffering the consequences.” 
 
Weapon #9: Doctrinal Error—“Lord, I have been busy taking scripture out of 
context to let me do what I want to do.” 
 
Weapon #10: Delay—“Lord, I have lost a great opportunity to be used by You 
because I was slow to get after it.” 
 
Weapon #11: Denial—“Lord, I’m sure my wife will make it okay after I’m gone and 
I’ll keep a good relationship with the kids.” 
 
Weapon #12: Debt—“Lord, I know You don’t mind if I charge this dress because I’ll 
be so happy when I wear it.” 
 
Beware of “prayers” like those above.  They are fatal to family life on the home front. 
 
(Taken from The Grapevine: Fall 2004 issue, p. 12) 
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v. 21  but first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. (No one 
supports me against them except Michael, your prince. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 21: 
 

But first let me tell you what’s written in The True Book.  No one helps 
me in my fight against these beings except Michael, your angel-prince. 

p. 1602 
 
 
Gabriel says that, “Soon I am going to return to the fight but before I do, the 
first item on my agenda I want to”: 
 

“TELL YOU WHAT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF TRUTH.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 What is the Book of truth?  It was probably “God’s record of truth in 
general, of which the Bible is one expression” . . . The messenger was about to 
tell Daniel God’s plans for Israel under Persia and Greece . . . and later in the 
Tribulation . . . and the Millennium . . . 
 The messenger told Daniel he was supported by Michael in his struggle 
with demons . . . Michael is your (Daniel’s) prince in the sense that he has a 
special relationship to Israel . . . Daniel’s people. 
p. 1367 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
In the last verse of the chapter, the Angel told Daniel, “I will tell you what is 
inscribed in the writing of truth.”  This doubtless referred to the divine decrees 
of all future events, which are inscribed in a book in God’s own keeping.  The 
Angel came to disclose to Daniel some of the truth in that volume, to disclose a 
series of events that were and are of vital interest to Israel and the world. 
p. 145 
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Gangel says: 
 
Since the future of Daniel’s people is already written in the Book of Truth, no 
amount of activity by demonic powers can change the outcome.  Apparently the 
reporting angel normally worked alone since he seemed to make a point of 
telling Daniel that in the particular spiritual warfare against his adversaries 
from Persia and Greece he had the support of Michael your prince. 
p. 286 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

This chapter gives us amazing insight into the behavior of evil spirits in 
the world and their operations as national representatives under Satan’s world 
control.  In the Gospel of John, three times Jesus referred to Satan as “the 
prince of the world” . . . The your of 10:21 is plural, indicating that Michael 
belongs not just to Daniel personally, but to the nation of Israel.  Wood says, 
“Michael’s main task was to oversee matters pertaining especially to the Jews; 
but since Jewish welfare was vitally involved with the dominating empire of 
the day, it fell to him to assist in that aspect as well when the need might 
arise” (Wood, Daniel, p. 134). 
p. 286 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 

An unusual phrase is found in verse 21, the scripture of truth.  This term 
is literally “the writing of truth” . . . a reference to God’s record of truth in 
general, of which the Bible is one expression.  The facts to be revealed are 
already in God’s record and are now to become part of the Holy Scriptures.  The 
plan of God is obviously greater than that which is revealed in the Bible itself.  
p. 250 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
Properly, “in the book of truth,” i.e., in a Divine document upon which “the yet 
unrevealed . . . fortunes of nations . . . as well as of individuals . . . in the future 
are entered” (Hitzig). 
p. 231 
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Young says: 
 
However, this opposition cannot exceed the limits of what has been decreed by 
God, it is inscribed in the writing of truth.  The future, therefore, is pre-
determined by God.  These words, although they appear to break the train of 
thought, serve a very useful purpose in the consolation which they would bring 
to Dan., and should be allowed to stand where they are.  Against these foes,  
i, e., Persia and Greece, there is none to help the Speaker, except Michael.  
This would seem to imply that severe trials are in store for the people of God.  
The writing of truth is not the book of Dan. itself (Gaebelein) but simply the 
writing in which the truth of what God has determined is recorded.  
p. 229 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
None of the guardian or tutelary angels, who have the care and presidency of 
other nations committed to them, join with me in defending the cause of the 
Jewish nation, but Michael your prince and protector . . . 
p. 675 
 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 
That which the angel is entrusted to communicate to Daniel, and which Daniel 
is encouraged to expect from him, is not speculation, though he is an angel, but 
what he has received from the Lord.  It was the revelation of Jesus Christ that 
the angel gave to St. John to be delivered to the churches . . . So here . . . I will 
show thee what is written in the scriptures of truth.  The decree of God is a 
thing written, it is a scripture which remains and cannot be altered. 
p. 1100 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 
The emphasis on God’s word is underlined by the reference to the ‘Book of 
Truth’.  An allusion to Psalm 139:16 is possible here: ‘All the days ordained for 
me were written in your book before one of them came to be.’  Likewise, in 
Malachi 3:16, the faithful in the post-exilic community are said to be recorded 
in ‘a scroll of remembrance’. 
p.159 
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Miller says: 
 
Gabriel told Daniel the purpose of his visit, answering the question asked in 
the previous verse.  The “Book of Truth” figuratively refers to God’s plan for 
Israel and the world, not merely the revelation entrusted to Daniel.  Keil 
comments that it “is the book in which God has designated beforehand, 
according to truth, the history of the world as it shall certainly be unfolded.”40 
 
40 Keil, Daniel, 423. . . . 
p. 289 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 

But of chief interest were the matters about to be revealed, matters 
found recorded in the “writing of truth” (literal).  Certainly the omniscient God 
has documented, long before they occur, the events that come to pass on earth.  
What is to follow then in chapters 11 and 12 is practically an abstract from the 
divine record and as such we are absolutely assured that it is “truth.” 
p. 120 
 
 
 
Ryrie says: 
 
Angels watch over rulers and nations . . . and seek to influence their human 
leaders . . . 
p. 132 
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Lacking Full Armor, British Warships Sunk 
 
British admiral Lord David Beatty commanded a flotilla at the Battle of 
Jutland during World War I.  As the battle began, British and German ships 
engaged each other long-range.  A heavy cruiser, the Lion, was hit by an 
artillery barrage and quickly sunk.  Next the Indefatigable was hit in its 
powder magazine and blown to pieces.  Then the Queen Mary was sunk, taking 
a crew of 1,200 sailors straight to the bottom.  
 
A flaw in the design of the British ships was soon recognized.  Though their 
hulls were heavily armored, their wooden decks offered almost no protection 
against enemy artillery shells dropped from above.  Only after the British 
began to armor their ships on top as well as on the sides did they stop losing 
ships to German long-range artillery. 
 
Effective armor is a crucial element in spiritual warfare too.  If you leave 
anything unprotected, the enemy will find a way to exploit that chink in your 
armor. 
 

Citation: Ray Stedman, Spiritual Warfare;  
reprinted in Men of Integrity (July/Aug 2002) 

 
© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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11:v. 1  And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I took my stand to support 
and protect him.) 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 1: 
 

 “‘And I, in my turn, have been helping him out as best I can ever 
since the first year in the reign of Darius the Mede.’ 

p. 1603 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
When Darius the Mede . . . began his rule over Babylon, the messenger 
supported Darius in some way.  Or if him refers to Michael then the thought is 
that the messenger supported Michael in return for Michael supporting the 
messenger. 
p. 1367 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
This verse should have been joined to the last chapter: the angel adds, that as 
he now joins with Michael in defending the cause of the Jewish nation; so, at 
the time of the overthrow of the Babylonish empire, he assisted Michael in 
advancing Darius to the succession, which was the occasion of restoring the 
Jewish captivity. 
p. 675 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 

Chapter 11:1 is probably better taken as the ending of Chapter 10 (in 
line with the NIV).  The first year of Darius, already referred to in 9:1 as the 
inspiration of Daniel’s prayer, was the year in which events were set in motion 
to allow the exiles to return to their homeland.  What the Messenger is 
showing here is that this event was not simply a policy decision on the part of 
Cyrus and influenced by political considerations.  Rather the heavenly powers 
have been active, and the events sovereignly ordained by God and revealed to 
his servant are now unfolding. 
p. 159 
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Young says: 
 
This vs. really belongs with the preceding.  The Speaker now related how He 
had previously been a help to Michael.  During the first year of Darius, when 
the overthrow of Babylonia by Medio-Persia was effected, the Speaker had 
furnished to Michael the aid and support which he needed.  I stood up]—lit., 
my standing up, Unto him]—not unto Darius . . . but unto Michael.  Thus we 
learn that the overthrow of Babylon was accomplished by the Lord working 
through His archangel.  
p. 231 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 
This verse links more closely to chapter 10 than it does to chapter 11 because it 
reflects the words of the angel rather than the words of Daniel.  Surely 
somewhere along the way a scribe saw the words the first year of Darius the 
Mede and assumed that would be the first verse of the chapter since Daniel 
had consistently begun visions with such a chronological reference.  The angel 
reported that he had warred with the princes of Persia and Greece since about 
539 B. C. (about four or five years).  We now understand that Daniel’s good life 
under Darius was largely due to angelic support of that pagan ruler.  
pp. 286-7 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

Archer bridges the chapters for us: 
 

The occasion for the spiritual warfare was the restoration of the 
believing remnant of Israel to the Holy Land and their survival there as 
a common-wealth of the faithful, living in obedience to Holy Scripture.  
Knowing that such a development could lead to the ultimate appearance 
of the Son of God as the Messiah for God’s redeemed, Satan and all his 
host were determined to thwart the renewal of Israel and the 
deliverance of her people from destruction (Archer, p. 127). 

p. 287 
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Feinberg says: 
 
The Angel continued His revelation to Daniel with the account that, “in the 
first year of Darius the Mede, I arose to be an encouragement and a protection 
for him.”  We are not told how the Angel strengthened Darius, but it was 
undoubtedly related to the restoration of the Jews to their homeland and the 
rebuilding of their Temple. 
 The events described in chapter 9 are relevant here.  As was seen in that 
passage, the influence that God exercised on the heart of King Darius led him 
to issue the edict that permitted the Jews to return to Israel and rebuild the 
Temple.  Cyrus the Persian actually issued the decree, but his uncle Darius 
was the source of its authority . . . 
 Notice that the Angel’s purpose was “to be an encouragement and a 
protection for him.”  The king had not fully arrived at a decision regarding the 
Jews, for there were powerful spiritual forces at work in Persia to defeat the 
purposes of God.  As we saw in the last chapter, however, the Angel went to 
battle there; and we learn further in this passage that He helped to confirm 
and stabilize Darius in the purpose the Lord had decreed. 
p. 151 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
An out-standing illustration of detailed prophecy is Daniel 11:1-35, containing 
over 100 specific prophecies, all of which have been fulfilled.  
p. 214 
 
 
 
Leupold says: 
 
 This verse merely looks back and supplies a thought that rounds out the 
last one that was uttered.  The angel had just said, “Michael stands by me.”  
He now adds, “This is quite natural, for we both collaborate; and two years ago 
I helped him in an emergency.”  That happened to be the year, as is shown in 
connection with 9:1, which could also have been designated as the first year of 
King Cyrus.  In that memorable year obstacles were put in the way of the hope 
of God’s people which aimed to prevent their return according to God’s promise.  
Those obstacles at the Persian court had to be overcome, and they were 
overcome when the angel who was speaking went to Michael’s assistance, and 
they both carried the day. 
p. 468 
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Campbell says: 
 

What an amazing, though mysterious chapter this is!  From it we learn 
specifically that while evil angels were seeking Israel’s destruction, Gabriel, 
Michael, and the other angels of God were protecting their interests.  But 
Daniel was to understand, and so are we, that this same struggle continues 
throughout all of world history.  One wonders, in fact, what sort of conflict may 
be going on in the spiritual realm in our own precarious times. 

This chapter then gives us a glimpse into the unseen.  It enables us to 
see that behind the political and social conditions of the world in every 
generation there has been angelic influence, both good and evil. 
p. 121 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 

Of particular importance is the inside look at Satan’s network of evil, for 
Satan and his evil spirits form a vast, invisible structure working behind the 
scenes in the governments of the world.  Of course, on the other hand, the Holy 
Spirit as well as good angels minister through godly rulers . . . But Satan and 
his demons are very active and seek to promote in every way possible the 
satanic world system. 

Three times Jesus referred to Satan as “the prince of this world” . . . It 
was not a false claim that the devil made when he tempted Christ, showing Him 
all the kingdoms of the world and then saying to Him: “To Thee will I give all 
this authority, and the glory of them; for it hath been delivered unto me; and to 
whomsoever I will I give it” . . . And so as Satan pleases, he assigns the control of 
the kingdoms of the earth to his own evil angels.  Paul, in describing the 
hierarchy of evil beings in Satan’s kingdom, refers to the “world-forces of this 
darkness” . . . These are the evil spirits who rule in and through human rulers. 
p. 121 
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Ryrie says: 
 
His principal activity in this arena is to deceive the nations . . . Deceive them 
how?  Apparently into thinking they can govern righteously and bring peace in 
the world apart from the presence and rule of Christ.  Again, his tactic is to 
counterfeit. 

He apparently employs demons in carrying out his deception . . . and he 
uses governments to hinder the progress of the Gospel . . . 

During the coming days of Great Tribulation Satan will deceive the 
nations into receiving the Antichrist as their savior.  Satan, the dragon, will 
give Antichrist his power, and the world will give allegiance to him . . . At the 
conclusion of the Tribulation Satan and his demons will influence the armies of 
the nations to march to their doom at the war of Armageddon . . . 

During the millennial kingdom Satan will be bound, but at the close of 
that period he will be released and will attempt to lead the world in a final 
revolt against Christ’s kingdom.  After this unsuccessful attempt, Satan will be 
cast forever into the lake of fire . . . 
p. 148 
 
 
 
Parker says: 
 

But what glorious majority is this supposed minority!  “If God be for us, 
who can be against us?”  There can be no permanent success against truth, 
wherever you find it—truth in building; truth in promises; truth in prediction; 
truth in friendship.  At last the truth prevails over all things, and stands in 
glory when night has overwhelmed every form and claim of falsehood.  
p. 443 
 
 
 
(31 Days of Power: Learning to Live in Spiritual Victory by Ruth Myers with 

Warren Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers, 2003.  
 

Now God has highly exalted Jesus, giving Him a name above all names, 
and awarding Him a position far above all the powers of Satan and his evil 
forces (Philippians 2:9-11; Ephesians 1:19-21). 

And the amazing truth is that God has elevated us, spiritually, to the 
same exalted position Christ enjoys.  God “raised us up with Him, and seated 
us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6).  All the 
enemy powers are now under our feet.  As we take our stand in the victory of 
Christ, Satan is powerless to defeat us.  
pp. 112-13 
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(31 Days of Power: Learning to Live in Spiritual Victory by Ruth Myers with 
Warren Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth Myers, 2003.  

 
So we can blame too much on Satan; we can give him credit beyond his 

due.  If we believe he has done something in our lives without God’s 
permission, are we not in danger of making Satan greater than God?  Perhaps 
God would like to tell us, “Blame it on Satan, you may; but see Me in it, you 
must.” 

God has Satan on a leash—a long leash, but nevertheless a leash.  Satan 
is never entirely free to rampage through the world doing whatever he wants. 
p. 120 
 
 
 
(Holy Transformation: What it takes for God to make a difference in you by 

Chip Ingram) Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright – Chip Ingram, 2003.  
 
So sin is a defeated foe in your life.  Your fear of the future and death is 
defeated in your life, and Satan is defeated.  The only power it now has is the 
power you give it.  Read that sentence again, slowly.  That means that the only 
power Satan, sin, and death have over you comes from what you give them. 
pp. 92-93 
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Stumbling Horse Recovers to Win the Race 
 
It happened in just a blink with a quarter mile to go at the 2005 running of the 
Preakness.  Afleet Alex had battled his way to the front of the pack when 
another horse cut in front of him, and their heels clipped each other.  Afleet 
Alex stumbled, his knees buckled, his nose nearly went into the dirt, and his 
jockey, Jeremy Rose, hung on. 
 
“That’s the closest I’ve ever been without falling.  I thought for sure we were 
going down,” Rose said.  “The thought process was, I was going to get run over. 
Luckily, he came right back up underneath me.”  
 
Afleet Alex not only recovered, he went on to win the race by nearly five 
lengths.  
 
The Bible sometimes refers to the Christian life as running a race in which we 
all stumble, and yet if we hold on, the Lord provides us sure footing and 
balance so that we will not fall. 
 

Citation: Dave Long, Sanger, California; source:  
“Afleet Alex Averts Disaster,” http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7774053/displaymode 

/1107/s/1/framenumber/1/vaar1/btn_0 www.msnbc.msn.com (5-23-05) 
 

© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
LESSON #1:  Three times in this passage Daniel is touched by an angel.  In 

verse 10: “A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and 
knees.”  In verse 16: “Then one who looked like a man touched my lips.”  
In verse 18: “Again the one who looked like a man touched me and gave 
me strength.” 

 
 
LESSON #2:  What an honor for Daniel to be “highly esteemed” in heaven 

(verse 11). 
 
 
LESSON #3:  The command to “consider carefully the words I am about to 

speak to you” are words of wise advice for prophetic studies (verse 11). 
 
 
LESSON #4:  Daniel is commanded twice in this passage to “not be afraid” 

(verses 12 and 19). 
 
 
LESSON #5:  The three-week delay in the answer to Daniel’s prayer had 

nothing to do with Daniel. 
 
 
LESSON #6:  Daniel comes to prayer to: (1) “gain understanding”; and (2) to 

“humble” himself before God (verse 12). 
 
 
LESSON #7:  Satan’s warfare involves resisting and detaining, but notice, 

never thwarting God’s purpose. 
 
 
LESSON #8:  The key verse to our study is verse 14: “Now I have come to 

explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for the 
vision concerns a time yet to come.” 

 
 
LESSON #9:  Daniel’s response to the message of Gabriel is one of being flat on 

the ground and unable to speak. 
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LESSON #10:  As Gabriel touched Daniel’s lips, he opened his mouth and 
began to speak.  So the Lord did the same for Jeremiah.  In Jeremiah 1:9 
we read: “Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth 
and said to me, ‘Now, I have put my words in your mouth’” (NIV). 

 
 
LESSON #11:  Gabriel touched him a third time and gave him “strength” 

(verse 18). 
 
 
LESSON #12:  Gabriel gave Daniel four commands in verse 19: (1) “do not be 

afraid”; (2) “peace”; (3) “be strong now”; and (4) “be strong.” 
 
 
LESSON #13: Just as there is spiritual warfare in heaven, so there is spiritual 

warfare on earth.  We each face spiritual warfare on a daily basis. 
 
 
LESSON #14:  “Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.   

No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday 
life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier”  
(2 Timothy 2:3-4 NASB). 

 
 
LESSON #15:  “Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His 

might.  Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm 
against the schemes of the devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world 
forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 
heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may 
be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand 
firm.  Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and 
having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your 
feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; in addition to all, taking 
up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the 
flaming missiles of the evil one.  And take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:10-17 
NASB). 
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Campbell says: 
 

One scholar has written, 
History, since the fall of man, has been an unbroken attestation of 
the ominous fact of evil powers working in human rulers, whether 
it be a Pharaoh of Egypt, oppressing the people of God, or a 
Nebuchadnezzar, leading them into captivity, or a Nero, brutally 
torturing and massacring them.  However, perhaps the most 
solemn demonstration of the utter barbarity and horrible cruelty 
and wickedness of men energized by demon power has, it seems, 
been reserved for the boasted civilization and enlightenment of 
the twentieth century.  Hitler, the demon-energized and demon-
directed scourge of Europe, has come and gone, leaving behind 
him only a trail of agonized suffering and state of chaos upon 
which atheistic communism is determined to perpetrate even 
greater evils.  This system proclaims more blatant doctrines of 
demons, enslaves more persons, and murders even greater 
numbers of innocent victims . . . (Merrill F.  Unger, Biblical 
Demonology, [Wheaton,Ill.: Van Kampen Press, 1952, p. 197). 

 
But the worst is yet to come.  The Tribulation period will be a time of 

unprecedented demon activity.  These emissaries of Satan will ultimately 
arouse the rulers of the world to assemble in a foolhardy and futile attempt to 
prevent the return of Christ and the establishment of His kingdom on earth 
(Rev. 19:19-20). 
pp. 121-2 
 
 
 
Campbell concludes by saying: 
 

There is, of course, a personal application to all of this.  Not only do 
Satan and his demons oppose God’s purpose in the world, but they are also 
actively seeking to thwart the outworking of God’s purpose in the lives of His 
children.  Paul warned us, “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Eph. 6:11-12, NIV). 
p. 122 
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Gangel says: 
 
MAIN IDEA REVIEW: God wants us to know that, in addition to the human 
forces of evil on the earth, demonic forces are constantly at work, sometimes 
through national leaders.  But he also wants us to know that none of those 
forces, human or demonic, can defeat the forces of heaven.  
p.287 
 
 
 
He quotes Lightner, who says: 
 

Lightner expresses some concern for the more modern way of 
approaching the issue of spiritual warfare: 
 

What the Old Testament teaches about spiritual warfare 
contrasts strikingly with what “deliverance ministries” advocate.  
Although this is certainly not intentional, the spiritual warfare 
movement today has come perilously close to assuming God’s 
prerogative and relegating Him to watching people bind Satan and 
confront the power of evil.  This is at least how their beliefs and 
practices appear.  But this was never the case in the Old Testament.  
Satan is not God’s equal; he is always subject to God, as are all the 
demons.  This is a great comforting truth for the children of God 
(Lightner, p. 152). 

p. 289 
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Gangel then says further: 
 

Lightner describes the origin of demons: 
 

The Bible does not tell us exactly when some of God’s angels 
became Satan’s angels.  As mentioned earlier, the time of Satan’s sin is 
not revealed either.  That all the holy angels had a period of probation 
during which they were tested as to their obedience to God seems 
probable.  We conclude that a host of holy angels sinned when Satan did 
and in the same way.  Here are the reasons for this belief.  First, we 
know that wicked angels exist and we know God did not create them 
wicked.  They sinned at some point after God created them holy.  
Second, we know that some of Satan’s angels are free to roam in the 
world and afflict God’s people (Eph. 6:11-12).  Others of them are 
confined and therefore restricted because they are bound in chains or 
darkness until the day of their judgment (2 Pet. 2:4).  This fact seems to 
indicate that some of the angels who followed Satan in his rebellion 
committed an additional sin for which God bound them (Lightner, p. 89). 

p. 291 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
 In this passage humanity is afforded a glimpse of the behind-the-scenes 
activity that took place in the Persian government.  Cyrus released the Jews, 
but unknown to the Persian monarch angelic forces played a part in this 
decision.  Satan and his demons had been bound so that the will of God would 
be accomplished. 
p. 290 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
Daniel in this way is reminded of the special angelic ministry which God had 
provided him all through life and especially in this present period of detailed 
divine revelation.  The entire experience of Daniel in this chapter is on the one 
hand a reminder of human weakness and insufficiency, and on the other, of 
divine enablement which will strengthen Daniel for his responsible task of 
recording this great revelation.  The fact that an entire chapter is devoted to 
this preparation makes clear that the revelation to follow is important in the 
consummation of God’s purposes in the world.  
p. 251 
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Wiersbe summarizes this section with these three statements: 
 

God assures us.  Daniel was a man “greatly beloved” by the Lord . . . The 
father loves us as He loves His Son . . . and wants to share His love with us . . . 
God also said, “Fear not” . . . You can rest today in the love of God and His 
promise that you need not be afraid. 

God touches us.  God’s touch awakened and aroused Daniel . . . enabled 
him to speak . . . and gave him strength . . . By His Word, God gives us the 
peace and power that we need . . . 

God instructs us.  Why did it take so long for the angel to come to 
Daniel?  Because of a spiritual battle in the heavenlies . . . When you pray, you 
become a part of spiritual warfare, so do not take lightly your times of prayer.  
The angel also instructed Daniel about the future of his people . . . explained in 
chapters 11-12. 

Daniel’s companions did not see the vision or hear the voice, but in 
terror fled away.  God still needs people like Daniel who see the glory of God, 
hear the Word of God, feel God’s touch, and enter into the spiritual battle.  
p. 567 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 

And now, in closing this solemn subject, let me say a word to the 
unsaved.  These wicked spirits of which I have been speaking are determined 
upon your soul’s damnation.  They will use every effort know to fiends to 
hinder your salvation and to seal your doom.  How much then you need to 
learn the lesson that in yourself you have no strength or power; you are but a 
poor, weak, easily-deceived soul led by Satan and imposed upon by his wicked 
hosts.  One alone can deliver you from your dreadful foes; that One is the 
blessed Lord Jesus Christ who died upon the cross “that through death He 
might destroy (render powerless, or annul) him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage.”  Call then upon Him, and be delivered from the 
fearful and superhuman enemies who desire your eternal ruin, for it is written 
that “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
pp. 188-9 
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David Jeremiah says: 
 
Notice what Peter says in verses 6-7: “In this you greatly rejoice, though now 
for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the 
genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, 
though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
 I like the Bible because it is so honest. 
 Peter isn’t giving us some PME stuff (Positive Mental Attitude) here.  He 
isn’t saying, “Get your hope up and everything is going to be all right.”  He’s not 
saying, “If you put your trust in Christ, your problems will all go away.”  No.  
Instead he says, “Put your hope in the Lord and get ready for some challenges.  
Trials will come to rock you—but even in that process, God has a purpose.” 
 A Scottish theologian named Samuel Rutherford once explained the 
purpose of the problems we face in the midst of our hope.  His language may be 
Old English, but the truth he declared is critically important: 
 

If God had told me some time ago that he was about to make me as 
happy as I could be in this world, and then had told me he would begin 
by crippling me, in arm or limb or removing me from all my usual 
sources of enjoyment, I should have thought it a very strange mode of 
accomplishing his purpose.  And yet, how is his wisdom manifest even in 
this?  For if you should see a man shut up in a dark room, idolizing a set 
of lamps and rejoicing in their light, and you wish to make him truly 
happy, you would begin by blowing out all of his lamps and then throw 
open the shutters to let in the light of heaven.5 
 
Joni Eareckson Tada read those words and added her own postscript: 
 
That’s exactly what God did for me.  When He sent a broken neck my 
way, He blew out the lamps in my life that lit up my here and now so 
captivatingly.  The dark despair of my paralysis wasn’t much fun, but it 
sure made those resurrection promises come alive!  And one day when 
Jesus comes back, probably when I am in the middle of lying on my 
office sofa for the umpteenth time, God will throw open heaven’s 
shutters.  I have no doubt I will be more ready for it then than I would 
have been if I had been on my feet.6 

 
 The problems we face and the difficult challenges of life only make us 
appreciate even more what it’s going to be like when we see the Lord.  As the 
lamps are put out, the glory of our wonderful Savior becomes even more 
precious to us. 
pp. 182-4 
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Marine Covers Grenade to Save Others 
 
Sgt. Rafael Peralta had a reputation for putting the interests of his fellow 
Marines ahead of his own.  He demonstrated that for the last time on 
November 15, 2004, by making the ultimate sacrifice in a firefight during the 
battle of Fallujah. 
 
Peralta regularly volunteered for duty on assault teams.  As one of the first to 
enter a house occupied by insurgents, Peralta suffered a gunshot wound to the 
face and fell to the floor.  Within moments, a fragmentation grenade rolled into 
the room.  Two other Marines tried to escape, pounding against a locked door.  
Still conscious, Peralta grabbed the grenade and cradled it into his body before 
it exploded.  One Marine was badly wounded by shrapnel from the blast.  But 
the Marines said more lives would have been lost if not for Peralta’s selfless 
act. 
 

Citation: Gordon Trowbridge, Army Times, reported in USA Today (11-22-04);  
submitted by Dale R. Yancy, Londonderry, New Hampshire 

 
© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(A Table In The Presence by Lt. Carey H. Cash) Nashville, TN: W Publishing 
Group, Thomas Nelson, Inc.; Copyright – Carey Cash, 2004.  

 
How could I forget the look on Corporal Ayani Dawson’s face when our 

Humvee drove through the gates of the palace?  Smiling from ear to ear, he 
was sitting behind a stack of sandbags that served as a machine-gun guard 
post.  A rifle in one hand and thick white gauze wrapping the other, he waved 
proudly.  He wanted our incoming vehicle to see his injury, but not because he 
was looking for sympathy.  For him that injury symbolized the triumph that he 
and so many others had experienced.  His radiant smile was far more than a 
benign look of relief.  I had baptized Dawson as a new Christian just weeks 
earlier, and he and I both knew in that instant what he was communicating as 
his eyes met mine.  God had saved him. 

“Chaplain,” Dawson grinned, “remember those angels, the ones your 
wife talked about . . . the legions?  They were there, surrounding us, protecting 
us, defending us.  I should be dead, Chaplain, but God was with me.” 

The young African-American Marine was referring to a worship service 
I’d given two weeks earlier about eighty miles south of Baghdad.  In the 
service, I had shared with the men a prayer that my wife, Charity, as a third-
grader, had learned from her parents.  Their family said it when they headed 
out on road trips together.  It went something like this: 
 

Dear Lord, please make the driver awake, aware, alert, and aggressive; and 
surround us all with four legions of angels wherever we go.  Amen. 

p. 202 
 
 
We sang songs like “How Firm a Foundation,” “Amazing Grace,” “Holy, Holy, 
Holy,” “O God Our Help in Ages Past,” and “Father I Adore You.”  Those 
lamentations, assurances, and cherished promises filled the skies over the war-
torn lands of Iraq.  These were the truths that bound our hearts in worship day 
after day, week after week.  To quote from a particular favorite hymn: 
 

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply. 
The flame shall not hurt Thee; I only design  
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine. 
 
The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose 
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 
That soul, tho’ all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake 

p. 127 
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(A Table In The Presence by Lt. Carey H. Cash) Nashville, TN: W Publishing 
Group, Thomas Nelson, Inc.; Copyright – Carey Cash, 2004.  

 
Looking back, I am certain that the great harvest of souls I saw reaped during 
the war was because courageous young Marines who were spread throughout 
the battalion, providentially placed in their platoons by the hand of God, 
offered a living testimony of knowing Christ to the others. 
p. 128 
 
 
 
(Now I See Why Life Is Like An Olympic Dream by Dan & Dave Davidson) 

Tulsa, OK: Trade Life. Copyright – Dan & Dave Davidson, 1996.  
 

Never quit 
staying fit. 

 
Keep in mind 
the finish line. 

p. 134 
 
 
 
(On Holy Ground: A Daily Devotional by Charles Stanley) Nashville, TN: 

Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Charles Stanley, 1999.  
 

The good news for the believer is that you are now inhabited by the 
person of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit searches the innermost parts of your 
being, seeking to touch every aspect of your personality.  Progressively He can 
heal damaged emotions, control runaway passions, and harness selfish 
affections. 

If your emotions are fragile or volatile, the Holy Spirit can act as the 
inner healer, providing an unseen source of comfort.  Your emotional 
infirmities are His supernatural specialty. 
 

O God, I yield my emotions to You.  Holy Spirit, be my source of comfort.  
Help me realize that my emotional infirmities are Your supernatural 
specialty. 

p. 194 
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(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL: 
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.  

 
The terms of our surrender to the Lord Jesus are non-negotiable and 

unconditional.  What does He ask us to surrender?  In a word, everything.  
Christian surrender means that we come to Him on His terms, as the 
conquering General of our soul, and say simply, “I surrender all.”  We lay down 
our arms, we hand over everything we have, everything we are, everything we 
hope to be. 
p. 55 
 
 
 
(Holiness: God’s Plan for Fullness of Life by Henry Blackaby) Nashville, TN: 

Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Henry Blackaby, 2003.  
 
You are a holy God.  The way of revival is the way of holiness.  That means 
anytime You speak, I bring my life into Your presence and let You change it.  
You match my heart with Your heart. 
p. 86 
 
 
 
(Life as a Vapor by John Piper) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Desiring 

God Foundation, 2004.  
 

Father in heaven, we pray that You will work in us 
the will to fight the suicidal sin that our will desires. 

We confess that there is a war within us. 
We grieve over the remnants of our corruption. 

Help us to set our faces like flint 
against the desire for anything above Christ. 

And grant that we would treasure Him above all. 
In His name, we pray, 

Amen. 
p. 148 
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(The Journey Home: Finishing with Joy by Bill Bright, Afterward by Vonette 
Zachary Bright) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Bill Bright, 
2003.  

 
The sermon of your life in tough times ministers to people more powerfully 
than the most eloquent speaker. 
p. 81 
 
 

In this period of sickness, in what are probably my final earthbound 
days, I am more aware than ever of two realities: the first to emerge is the dark 
depravity and utter unacceptability of my sinful self before a holy God, and the 
second is the wonderful, embracing love and mercy of our Savior. 
p. 87 
 
 
 

Soldiers of Christ, Arise 
 

Soldiers of Christ, arise, And put your armor on, 
Strong in the strength which God supplies Thru His eternal Son; 
Strong in the Lord of hosts, And in His mighty pow’r 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts Is more than conqueror. 
 
Stand then in His great might, With all His strength endued, 
And take, to arm you for the fight, The panoply of God; 
That having all things done, And all your conflicts past, 
Ye may o’ercome thru Christ alone, And stand entire at last. 
 
Leave no unguarded place, No weakness of the soul, 
Take ev’ry virtue, ev’ry grace, And fortify the whole. 
From strength to strength go on, Wrestle and fight and pray, 
Tread all the pow’rs of darkness down, And win the well-fought day. 

 
(“Soldiers of Christ, Arise” by Charles Wesley.  Christian Praise Hymnal, 

Nashville, TN: Broadman ©1964. #265.) 
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	I’d like to suggest that the best way to deal with the struggle for control over your thoughts and passions is focusing your mind upon Jesus Christ.
	We need to cultivate our relationship with Him until He is not just one of the things in our life, He is the one thing in our life—the focus of who we are.
	DON’T GIVE THE DEVIL A FOOTHOLD



