A Practical Study of DANIEL
PART IV
SESSION #24: Daniel 12:1-13
TEXT:
v. 1 “At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will
arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the
beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people—everyone
whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered.
v. 2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to
everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.
v. 3 Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and
those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.
v. 4 But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of
the end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.”
v. 5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this
bank of the river and one on the opposite bank.
v. 6 One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters
of the river, “How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?”
v. 7 The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted
his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by
him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a time, times and half a time.
When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things
will be completed.”
v. 8 I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, “My lord, what will the
outcome of all this be?”
v. 9 He replied, “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and
sealed until the time of the end.
v. 10 Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will
continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but those who
are wise will understand.
v. 11 “From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the
abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.
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v. 12 Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days.
v. 13 “As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end
of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.”
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INTRODUCTION:

Children’s Bill of Rights
My son came home from school one day,
with a smirk upon his face.
He decided he was smart enough,
to put me in my place.
Guess what I learned in Civics Two,
that’s taught by Mr. Wright?
It’s all about the laws today,
The “Children’s Bill of Rights.”
It says I need not clean my room,
don’t have to cut my hair.
No one can tell me what to think,
or speak, or what to wear.
I have freedom from religion,
and regardless what you say,
I don’t have to bow my head,
and I sure don’t have to pray.
I can wear earrings if I want,
and pierce my tongue & nose.
I can read & watch just what I like,
get tattoos from head to toe.
And if you ever spank me,
I’ll charge you with a crime.
I’ll back up all my charges,
with the marks on my behind.
Don’t you ever touch me,
my body’s only for my use.
Not for your hugs and kisses,
that’s just more child abuse.
Don’t preach about your morals,
like your Mama did to you.
That’s nothing more than mind control,
And it’s illegal too!
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Mom, I have these children’s rights,
so you can’t influence me,
Or I’ll call Children’s Services Division,
better known as C.S.D.
Of course my first instinct was
To toss him out the door.
But the chance to teach him a lesson
made me think a little more.
I mulled it over carefully,
I couldn’t let this go.
A smile crept upon my face,
he’s messing with a pro.
Next day I took him shopping
at the local Goodwill Store.
I told him, “Pick out all you want,
there’s shirts & pants galore.
I’ve called and checked with C.S.D.
who said they didn’t care
if I bought you K-Mart shoes
instead of those Nike Airs.
I’ve canceled that appointment
to take your driver’s test.
The C.S.D. is unconcerned
so I’ll decide what’s best.
I said “No time to stop and eat,
or pick up stuff to munch.
And tomorrow you can start to learn
to make your own sack lunch.
Just save the raging appetite,
and wait till dinner time.
We’re having liver & onions
A favorite of mine!
He asked “Can I please rent a movie,
to watch on my VCR?”
“Sorry, but I sold your TV,
for new tires on my car.
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I also rented out your room,
you’ll take the couch instead.
The C.S.D. requires just
a roof over your head.
Your clothing won’t be trendy now,
I’ll choose what we eat.
That allowance that you used to get,
will buy me something neat.
I’m selling off your jet ski,
dirt-bike & roller blades.
Check out the “Parents Bill of Rights,”
It’s in effect today!
Hey hot shot, are you crying,
why are you on your knees?
Are you asking God to help you out,
instead of C.S.D.?
(Received via email from Darla McDonald, April 15, 2005)

Great Quotes by Great Ladies
I’m not going to vacuum ‘til Sears makes one you can ride on.
-Roseanne Barr(Received via email from Floyd Edwards, April 18, 2005)
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(The Life You’ve Always Wanted by John Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan. Copyright – John Ortberg, 1997, 2002.
. . . “I was leaving my last church, and a woman at the farewell reception was
weeping. ‘Don’t be sad,’ I said, ‘I’m sure the next pastor will be better than
me.’ ‘That’s what they said last time,’ she cried, ‘but they keep getting
worse.’”
p. 159

(A Gathering by Hal Cannon) Layton, UT: Gibbs M. Smith, Inc. Copyright –
Gibbs M. Smith, Inc., 1985.
THE BIG HIGH AND LONESOME
BAXTER BLACK
The big high and lonesome’s a place in my mind,
like out from Lakeview to Burns,
Or up on the Judith, or at Promontory
‘bout where the U P track turns.
It’s anywhere you feel tiny
when you get a good look at the sky,
And sometime’s when it’s a-stormin’
you can look the Lord in the eye.
I stood and watched in amazement
out on San Augustine Plain
While the sky turned as black as the curtains in Hell
and the wind come a chasin’ the rain.
And standing there watching I felt it
in the minutes before it arrived,
An unearthly stillness prickled my skin
like the storm itself was alive.
When it hit, it hit with a fury.
The wind with its saber unsheathed
Led the charge with the scream of a demon,
the storm was barin’ its teeth.
The thunder cracked and the sky split apart
with the horrible deafening roar.
I felt like a fox in a cage made of bones
in sight of the hounds at the door.
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The blackness shook like a she-bear,
the lightning blinded the sun.
The rain fell like bullets around me,
scattering dust like a gun.
It was over as quick as it started,
leaving it peaceful instead.
The only sound was the beat of my heart
pounding inside of my head.
I took off my hat too shaken to move,
afraid of making a sound.
I felt like a man on the head of a pin
with nobody else around.
But the sun was already sparkling
in raindrops still wet on my face.
The big high and lonesome is only God’s way
of putting a man in his place.
pp. 109-10
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(Write ‘Em Roughshod: Life ‘N Such Like by Peggy Godfrey) Crestone, CO:
MediaChaos. Copyright – Peggy Godfrey, 1994.
JULIE ANN
October comes again, our rendezvous
A path of golden aspens lines my way
To that place within my heart where you still dwell
Your infancy now nineteen years away.
Your life within me, miracle complete
The “knowing” it was all that was to be
Not understanding yet accepting, unafraid
To touch your life, my love, as you touched me.
Your memory, like first-snow upon the peaks
Is fresh and bright against October skies
The “knowing” our encounter would be brief
Taught me to live the moment ‘fore it dies.
Autumn colors—red, pink, orange, and gold
Like sunrise, sunset—brighten, dim, and fade
A moment soon is gone unless we see
And capture in our hearts what can’t be stayed.
You led me to the park ‘tween life and death
Then bid me turn away, to let you leave
And keep this meeting place an open space
Uncluttered, save for golden aspen trees.
How shall I name the blessings which you left
A boldness shaped by hope and loss of fear
To taste the sweets and bitters of my life
Unworried if I die or live the year.
And willingness at birth-time every spring
To wrestle with the fates for calf and lamb
Not bound in chains by what appears to be
But bringing to each moment who I am.
Oh, Julie, I have longed these many years
To give your presence tribute in some way
These written words release this mother’s wish
As I wander in October, here, today.
p. 54
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Wolf Creek Pass
Words by Bill Fries
Composed by Chip Davis
Me an’ Earl was haulin’ chickens
On a flatbed out of Wiggins,
And we’d spent all night on the uphill side
Of thirty-seven miles of hell called Wolf Creek Pass.
Which was up on the Great Divide
And we was sittin’ there suckin’ toothpicks,
And drinkin’ Nehis and onion soup mix,
I said “Earl, let’s mail a card to Mother
Then send them chickens on down the other side.
Yeah, let’s give them hens a ride.”

Chorus

Wolf Creek Pass, way up on the Great Divide
Truckin’ on down the other side.
Well, Earl put down his bottle,
Mashed his foot down on the throttle,
And then a couple ’a boobs, with a thousand cubes
In a nineteen-forty-eight Peterbuilt screamed to life.
We woke up the chickens.
We roared up off ’a that shoulder
Sprayin’ pine cones, rocks, and boulders,
And put four hundred head of them Road Island reds
And a couple a’ burnt-out roosters on the line.
Look out below; cause here we go.

Chorus

Wolf Creek Pass, way up on the Great Divide
Truckin’ on down the other side.
Well, we commenced to truckin’
And them hens commenced to cluckin’
And then Earl took out a match and scratched his pants
And lit up the unused half of a dollar cigar
And took a puff
Says “My, ain’t this purdy up here.”
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I says “Earl, this hill can spill us
You better slow down or you gonna kill us.
Just make one mistake and it’s the Pearly Gates
For them eighty-five crates
a’ USDA-approved cluckers.
You wanna hit second gear please?”

Chorus

Wolf Creek Pass, way up on the Great Divide
Truckin’ on down the other side.
Well, Earl grabbed on the shifter
And he stabbed her into fifth gear
And then the chromium-plated, fully-illuminated
Genuine accessory shift knob
Come right off in his hand.
I says “You wanna screw that thing back on, Earl ?”
He was tryin’ to thread it on there
When the fire fell off a’ his cigar
And dropped on down, sorta rolled around,
And then lit the cuff of Earl’s pants
And burned a hole in his sock.
Yeah, it sorta set him right on fire.
I looked on outta the window
And I started in a countin’ phone poles,
Goin’ by at the rate of four to the seventh power.
I put two and two together,
And added twelve, and carried five;
Come up with twenty-two thousand telephone poles an hour.
I looked at Earl and his eyes was wide
His lip was curled, and his leg was fried.
And his hand was froze to the wheel
Like a tongue to a sled in the middle of a blizzard.
I says “Earl, I’m not the type to complain;
But the time has come for me to explain
That if you don’t apply some brake real soon,
They’re gonna have to pick us up with a stick and a spoon.”
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Well, Earl rared back, cocked his leg,
Stepped down as hard as he could on the brake,
And the pedal went clear to the floor
And it stayed right there on the floor.
He said it was sorta like steppin’ on a plum.
Well, from there on down it was just not real purdy:
It was hairpin county and switchback city.
One of ‘em looked like a can full ’a worms;
Another one looked like malaria germs.
Right in the middle of the whole dang show
Was a real nice tunnel, now wouldn’t you know?
Sign says clearance to the twelve-foot line,
But them chickens was stacked to thirteen-nine.
Well we shot that tunnel at a hundred-and ten
Like gas through a funnel and eggs through a hen,
And we took that top row of chickens off
Slicker than scum off a Louisiana swamp.
Went down and around and around and down.
We run outta ground at the edge of town.
Bashed on into the side of the feed store
In downtown Pagosa Springs.

Chorus

Wolf Creek Pass, way up on the Great Divide
Truckin’ on down the other side.
Wolf Creek Pass, way up on the Great Divide
Truckin’ on down the other side.
(“Wolf Creek Pass” taken from CD Mannheim Steamroller and C. W. McCall
“American Spirit.”)
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(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary
by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.
Mistaken:
1. roped the wrong steer
2. hit on an empty chamber
3. barking up the wrong tree
4. roping the wrong calf
5. puttin’ your saddle on the wrong horse
6. pulled the wrong sow’s ear
7. milked the wrong cow
8. got the wrong dog by the tail
9. it’s the stallion that picks the mare, not the other way around
10. your calf ain’t sucking the right cow
11. doin’ a two-step and the band’s playing a waltz
p. 186
Mixed emotions: when your daughter comes home from the prom carrying a
Bible—from the Gideons [Dwight Paddlefoot Sloan, a star football
player with the University of Arkansas in the 1930s, may have said it
best. When Arkansas decided to leave the Southwest Conference and
join the Southeast Conference, Sloan, like a lot of Arkansas fans, had
mixed emotions. “It’s like your mother-in-law driving off a cliff,” he
said, “in your Cadillac.”]
p. 186
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As the scene of our study opens today:
Daniel is still 91 YEARS OLD
The year is 534 B.C.
This is the conclusion of his FINAL VISION.
In our last study, Daniel’s vision jumped ahead from 534 B.C.—some 2,539
years and still counting.
Daniel had prophesied in Daniel 9 that there would be 70 weeks of years
(or 490 years) before the coming of the kingdom. It is fitting that we would
be concluding our studies with the 70th week, or those final 7 years before
the Lord Jesus Christ—the King of kings and Lord of lords—comes to set up
His eternal kingdom.
I find myself kind of emotional as having traveled with Daniel through so
many experiences of his life and work. I see him as the old soldier walking
off the field of battle for the final time. He is 91 years of age and has four
years yet remaining of his journey down here before he takes that trip home.
He will have spent 75 years of this journey in a foreign country. What a
tribute to a fantastic man of integrity.

(Life Wide Open by David Jeremiah) Brentwood, TN: Integrity Publishers /
Integrity Media. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2003.
Don’t be like the anonymous writer who came to this realization too late:
First I was dying to finish high school and start college.
And then I was dying to finish college and start working.
And then I was dying to marry and have children.
And then I was dying for my children to grow old enough so I could
return to work.
And then I was dying to retire.
And now, I am dying . . . and suddenly realize I forgot to live.
pp. 6-7
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Divorced Couple “Ideal” for Each Other
In the midst of marital disagreement, it is not uncommon for a spouse to
wonder if there isn’t somebody with whom they would be more compatible.
Suleyman Guresci, of Izmir, Turkey, divorced his wife of 21 years after a
bitter six-year court battle. In an effort to find the ideal woman, Guresci
turned to a computer dating service—the kind that evaluates your written
profile and suggests matches for you. From a list of 2,000 prospective brides,
the computer selected his former wife, who (unbeknownst to Guresci) had
signed up for the same service. Guresci’s response? He decided to remarry
his wife just nine months after their divorce.
He said, “I did not know that my ex-wife had been the ideal counterpart for a
marriage. I decided to give it another try by being more tolerant toward her.”
Sermonnotes.com; source: Raymond McHenry, Stories for the Soul, p.176
© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

(The 8th Habit by Stephen R. Covey) New York, NY: Publisher. Free Press /
Simon & Schuster – FranklinCovey Co., 2004.
He became very sober, paused for a long time and then decided to
share with me a very personal, almost sacred, experience. He said that his
father had recently passed away. When the father was on his deathbed, he
called his wife and son (the colonel) to him to say good-bye. He could barely
speak. His wife wept during the entire visit; the son drew down close to his
father, and his father whispered into his ear, “Son, don’t do life like I did. I
didn’t do right by you or by your mother and never really made a difference.
Son, promise me you won’t do life like I did.”
Those were the last words the colonel heard from his father, who
passed away shortly thereafter. But he regarded them as the greatest gift
and legacy his father could have ever given him. He made his mind up then
and there that he was going to make a difference—in every area of his life.
pp. 28-29
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(The 8th Habit by Stephen R. Covey) New York, NY: Publisher. Free Press /
Simon & Schuster – FranklinCovey Co., 2004.
He said further, that up until that experience with his father, he had
knowingly taken the easier road, acting basically in a custodial role in the
traditions of the past, and that he had chosen a life of mediocrity. But with
his father, he resolved as never before, to live a life of greatness, a life of real
contribution, a life of significance—one that really made a difference.
p. 29

(A Continual Feast by Jan Karon) New York, NY: Viking / Penguin Group.
Copyright – Jan Karon, 2005.
I make the most of all that comes,
And the least of all that goes.

I am not a has-been.
I am a will-be.

Sara Teasdale

Lauren Bacall

I took some time to reflect on some of the passages in the Scripture that help
us accept reality that life is very brief and, at best, our time is short.
Psalm 39:4-7
“Show me, O Lord, my life’s end
and the number of my days;
let me know how fleeting is my life.
You have made my days a mere handbreadth;
the span of my years is as nothing before you.
Each man’s life is but a breath. Selah
Man is a mere phantom as he goes to and fro:
He bustles about, but only in vain;
he heaps up wealth, not knowing who will get it.
“But now, Lord, what do I look for?
My hope is in you.
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Psalm 71:9, 17-18
Do not cast me away when I am old;
do not forsake me when my strength is gone.
Since my youth, O God, you have taught me,
and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.
Even when I am old and gray,
do not forsake me, O God,
till I declare your power to the next generation,
your might to all who are to come.
Psalm 90:10, 12, 17
The length of our days is seventy years—
or eighty, if we have the strength;
yet their span is but trouble and sorrow,
for they quickly pass, and we fly away.
Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;
establish the work of our hands for us—
yes, establish the work of our hands.
Psalm 92:12-15
The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,
they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon;
planted in the house of the Lord,
they will flourish in the courts of our God.
They will still bear fruit in old age,
they will stay fresh and green,
proclaiming, “The Lord is upright;
he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in him.”
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1 Chronicles 29:15
We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our forefathers.
Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope.
Ecclesiastes 2:21
For a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and
then he must leave all he owns to someone who has not worked for it.
This too is meaningless and a great misfortune.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under
heaven: a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time
to uproot,
James 4:13-17
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and
such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a
profit.” Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You
are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.
Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do
this or that.” But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such
boasting is evil. Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and
does not do it, to him it is sin.
Job 19:25-27
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon
the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will
see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another.
How my heart yearns within me!
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Campbell titles this final chapter:
p. 137

All’s Well That Ends Well

Wiersbe prepares us for the chapter by saying:
Keep in mind that this prophecy has to do with the Jewish people in
the end times. But it gives encouragement to all of God’s people in every
generation to know that God is in control and will accomplish His purposes in
spite of the forces of evil.
God assures His servant that the living believers will be delivered
(v. 1) and the ones who die will be resurrected to shine in glory . . . No matter
what kind of affliction or tribulation God permits you to experience, He is
still in control.
What then, are your responsibilities? To seek to win others to the
Savior . . . to leave the hidden things with the Lord . . . to grow in holiness . . .
and to wait on the Lord and rest in Him . . . This is the way Bible prophecy
should affect us personally.
p. 568

Gangel begins his exposition by quoting the Southern Baptist Brotherhood
Journal:

“Every tomorrow has two handles; we can take hold by
the handle of anxiety or by the handle of faith.”

p. 318

Southern Baptist
Brotherhood Journal
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Gangel says further:

p. 318

As the old spiritual says, “There’s a great day coming by and
by.”
Although Matthew 24, 1 Thessalonians 4, and the Book of Revelation
fill in more detail, from Daniel 12 we understand clearly that God will
wrap up human history in some future day.

He titles Daniel 12:

Back to the Future

p. 319

He says finally:
MAIN IDEA: After the dreary sadness of warfare in chapter 11, the

p. 320

angel tells the prophet, those who are wise will shine like the brightness
of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars
for ever and ever.

Stortz says:
Now as we study these verses of Daniel 12, there is one important theme to
keep in mind: the end. In these nine verses, the word “end” is found six times
in the Hebrew, though it occurs only four times when it is translated into
English . . . There is no question that Daniel is focusing on the concept of “the
end” as he comes to the end of his book. Let’s study the significance of why
the Lord speaks so much about the end in this final chapter. The Lord
speaks of the end of the rule of the Antichrist, he speaks about the end of the
rule of Antiochus, and he speaks about the end of the life of Daniel.
p. 220
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Feinberg says:
This last chapter of the book of Daniel is very closely related to the one
that preceded it. It concludes the Angel’s disclosure of the things that were
“inscribed in the writing of truth” (Dan. 10:21), and it indicates Daniel’s place
in the scheme of God’s plan for the ages.
p. 180

Ironside says:
This final chapter connects intimately with that which has gone before.
“At that time,”—that is, at the time of the rise of the Antichrist and the
overthrow of the Assyrian or King of the North,—“shall Michael stand up, the
great prince which standeth for the children of thy [Daniel’s] people.” There
is very likely a close connection here with what we have recorded in the
twelfth chapter of the book of Revelation. There John sees war in heaven.
The dragon and his angels fight to maintain their place in the upper air,
where they may have access to the presence of God, that Satan the accuser,
or adversary of Zechariah chap. 3, may still resist the Jews,—a remnant of
whom will have turned to the Lord. But the time having come when God will
act openly on their behalf, Michael and his angels are sent to expel the
Satanic hosts from the heavens.
p. 230

Fyall puts the two chapters together by saying:
Chapter 11 ended with the destruction of the antichrist figure and 12:1
continues without a break.
p. 185
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Dyer explains the situation here in Daniel 12 when he is speaking with
regard to the book of Revelation. He says:
Chapters 6 through 19 explain what will take place on earth during
the seven-year period of tribulation. John fits the pieces of God’s future plan
into a seven-year period first mentioned in Daniel 9:27:
He will confirm a covenant with many for one “seven.” In the middle of
the “seven” he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of
the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the
end that is decreed is poured out on him.
Daniel’s Seventy Weeks
In Daniel 9, God gave a prophetic timetable for the nation of Israel. The clock
began ticking when the command went out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem
following its destruction by Babylon.7 Israel’s timetable was divided into seventy
groups of seven years, a total of 490 years.
The first sixty-nine groups of years, or 483 years, counted the years “from
the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One,
the ruler, comes” (Daniel 9:25). The “Anointed One” is the Hebrew word for
Messiah and refers to Jesus Christ. The day Christ rode into Jerusalem to
proclaim himself Israel’s Messiah8 was exactly 483 years to the day after the
command to restore and rebuild Jerusalem had been given.9
God’s prophetic clock stopped at that point. Daniel describes a gap between
these 483 years and the final seven years of Israel’s prophetic timetable. Several
events will take place during this “gap.”
First, the Messiah will be killed.
Second, the “people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the
sanctuary” (Daniel 9:26).
The “ruler who will come” is the still-future false messiah, or antichrist; and
his people, the Romans, fulfilled this prophecy when they destroyed both the city
of Jerusalem and the temple in A.D. 70.
The third event that will take place in this gap is described as a time of
difficulty and hardship for the Jews: “War will continue until the end, and
desolations have been decreed.” From A.D. 70 until today the Jewish people have
experienced times of great difficulty, sadness, and hardship.
The final “week” of seven years will begin for Israel when the antichrist will
confirm a covenant for seven years. A pact, or peace treaty, will be made with the
nation of Israel, and this agreement will start the clock ticking on the final sevenyear period in Israel’s time of trouble. Israel will believe she has finally achieved
peace because of the protection offered by this mighty world ruler, but in the
middle of the seven years, the false messiah will put an end to “sacrifice and
offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination.”
pp. 186–88
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Showers titles the first three verses:
p. 170

GOD’S FINAL DELIVERANCE OF ISRAEL (12:1-3)

Blair says:
This chapter not only brings us to the end of the book of Daniel but
clearly presents some of the important details having to do with the present
church age. Here believing Israel is seen in her final deliverance from the
hands of her persecutors. No longer downtrodden, she enters her final
reward.
p. 232

In the book Prophecy in Light of Today by Dyer we read:

The Desolations of the Seventieth Week

Two major desolations will take place during this final seven-year
period. In the middle of the week, the one who makes a covenant is going to
turn on Israel. He is the Antichrist empowered by Satan who “sets himself
up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God” (2 Thessalonians 2:4). He
“will set up an abomination that causes desolation” (Daniel 9:27). That could
be his own throne on which he will sit . . . and from which he will claim to be
the god of the whole world. Jesus described the same event and called it “the
abomination that causes desolation” (Matthew 24:15).
The middle of this seven-year period unleashes a holocaust that will
even surpass the horrors carried out by Hitler. The Antichrist will display
his wrath against God and against the restored State of Israel. He will hate
both, and he will try to steal the glory of their Messiah for himself.
The final part of the seven-year period ends with a second desolation,
but this one comes from God and is “poured out” on the evil world ruler. At
the end of the Tribulation, the desolator is going to be desolated. The one
who is responsible for bringing desolation on Israel will himself experience
God’s wrath. The Antichrist and his False Prophet will be cast alive into the
lake of fire to await their mastermind and empowerer—Satan himself
(Revelation 19:20; 20:10). There are two desolations during this seven-year
period. One occurs in the middle, and the other happens at the end. The first
is against God’s people, and the last is against the Enemy of His people.
pp. 101–102
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Jeremiah says in his book Until I Come:
Antichrist will be the embodiment of everything Satan ever wanted in
this life. He will be the deceiver of all human deceivers, and the Bible says
his deception will be so powerful that, if it were possible, he would deceive
even the elect.
That’s where this long road of satanic deception is headed, and we are
even now merging onto that broad highway. As we move toward the time
when the Lord Jesus comes back, we will see increasingly more of this
deception. First Timothy 4:1 plainly tells us that this deception will grow:
“The Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the
faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons.”
I believe we are living on the edge of the latter times. Already the
spirit of deception is rampant among us. But let us not forget that in the
midst of the problem, there is Jesus! In the midst of the deception, there is
the living, victorious, eternal Truth. In the midst of the great seduction of
our times, there is the absolute, rock-solid person of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the One Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
p. 41

Walvoord says:
In the preceding chapter Daniel was informed about the Great Tribulation
and the world war that will come at its conclusion. Naturally, he would be
concerned about the people of Israel. In answer to this natural question
concerning the destiny of his people, he was informed, “At that time Michael,
the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of
distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then.
But at that time your people—everyone whose name is found written in the
Book—will be delivered” (v. 1).
According to other prophecies, many of the Jews as well as Gentiles
will turn to Christ in the period after the Rapture but will be martyrs. In
Revelation 7:1-8 the Apostle John was informed that 144,000 of the people of
Israel, 12,000 from each of the twelve tribes enumerated, would be sealed and
would go through the Great Tribulation unscathed. In 14:1 they are seen
standing on Mount Zion intact.
p. 275
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Phillips & Vines say:
Daniel 12 serves as a kind of appendix to the book, paying special heed to the
coming great tribulation period. We can imagine how overwhelmed Daniel
must have been by the scope of the revelations he had received: war and
rumor of war, kingdom rising against kingdom, nation against nation,
bloodshed and persecution, terror and treachery. And it seemed that it was
to go on and on, and his beloved people, God’s people, were to receive the
brunt of it.
Was there no hope? Was there no help? There was. Across the sweep
of this foreseen history God’s people could write the words, “Our times are in
his hands” (cp. Psalm 31:15).
Daniel 11 ends with the downfall of the antichrist. This chapter begins
with the hatred of this sinister sovereign toward God’s people.
p. 194

J. Vernon McGee says:
Chapter 12 now concludes the vision which began back in chapter 10.
This is all one vision, and everything about it must fit together like a jigsaw
puzzle. The problem is that some people dip into this prophecy here and
there, making applications as they see fit. We need to remember that this is
all one vision, and we were told concerning it: “Now I am come to make thee
understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision
is for many days” (Dan. 10:14). There are three important things that we
note from this verse:
l. “Thy people” means that it concerns the nation Israel after the
church is removed from the earth.
2. It is “in the latter days.” The latter days of the Old Testament are
identified with the last days of the New Testament which the Lord Jesus
called the Great Tribulation Period and which correspond to the Seventieth
Week of Daniel.
3. “Yet the vision is for many days,” that is, there will be a long time
before all of this is worked out and before you come to the latter days. It has
been a long time since Daniel had these visions; in fact, at least twenty-five
hundred years have gone by. Whether we are moving into the orbit of these
days, I do not know. The church will have to be removed first—that is the
next happening in the program of God. We have no date for that—we have
no sign for it. Anyone who tries to set a date for the Rapture is dealing with
something that is not found in the Word of God.
p. 603
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What a privilege is ours now to dig into the passage and to ask the Lord to
enlighten the verses by the power of His Spirit, and that we will benefit
greatly from what we are going to learn.
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v. 1 “At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will
arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from
the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people—
everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered.

Peterson paraphrases verse 1:
“‘That’s when Michael, the great angel-prince, champion of your
people, will step in. It will be a time of trouble, the worst trouble the
world has ever seen. But your people will be saved from the trouble,
every last one found written in the Book.
p. 1606
The opening phrase “AT THAT TIME” takes us BACK to the picture of
Antichrist that we had seen in the final verses of Daniel 11:
“AT THAT TIME” of Antichrist’s activity we read:
“MICHAEL, THE GREAT PRINCE WHO PROTECTS YOUR PEOPLE
[ISRAEL] WILL ARISE.”
There is going to be ANGELIC ACTIVITY at this time of great upheaval
under Antichrist’s leadership.

Showers asks the question:
Why will Michael stand up to protect Israel at that time? The reason
is this: Israel’s invasion by Egypt and Syria will begin a chain of events that
will bring great suffering to the Jews. First will be the joint invasion by
Egypt and Syria. Second, Antichrist will march his Roman army through
Israel. Third, Russia and her allies will launch a massive military attack
against Israel. Fourth, Antichrist will break his covenant with Israel and
will persecute the Jews horribly.
p. 171
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Showers says further:
Jesus Christ said concerning this distress: “then there will be a great
tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until
now, nor ever shall, and unless those days had been cut short, no life would
have been saved” (Mt. 24:21-22). He warned that the Jews of that time
should flee to hiding places (Mt. 24:15-20). Two-thirds of the Jews will lose
their lives during those three and one-half years (Zech. 13:8). This will be far
worse than the Holocaust of World War II. How necessary it will be for
Michael to stand up to guard Israel from total annihilation!
p. 171

Feinberg says:
The expression “at that time” refers the reader back to the events described
at the end of chapter 11. It has been suggested that the events described
here are linked with the war in heaven, which is described in the book of
Revelation (12:7-12). In that passage, the archangel Michael is one of the
most prominent participants; he is so in this one, also. Michael’s antagonist
in these struggles is Satan, who is known in Scripture as a relentless enemy
of the people of Israel, as well as of all God’s people . . .
p. 180

He says further:
There will be deliverance, we notice, yet it will not be granted
indiscriminately. Not all will be delivered, regardless of their heart condition
for the Lord; only those who are “found written in the book” will be saved.
This must refer to those who are “recorded for life” because of their trust in
God and in Messiah as Savior (Isa. 4:3). It will require more than natural
birth to avail in the day; spiritual birth will be the decisive factor.
p. 181
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Campbell says:
At the time of the events described in 11:40-45, that is, during the rule of the
Antichrist, Michael, the special angelic protector of the nation of Israel, will
“stand up.” Revelation 12:7-9 records what Michael will do when he rises
up—he and his angels will wage war in heaven against the dragon (Satan)
and his angels. The battle will be final and decisive, with Satan and his host
vanquished from heaven and cast down to the earth. But this victory will
precipitate the Great Tribulation. Satan will vent his wrath against Israel,
but a remnant will find refuge in the wilderness and there be sustained and
protected for the last three and one-half years of the Tribulation . . .
pp. 137–38

He says further:
It is to this unprecedented time of trouble that the angelic messenger
to Daniel now refers. A major theme of the Scriptures, the Tribulation is
predicted in such passages as Deuteronomy 4:30, Jeremiah 30:7, and Joel 2:2
in the Old Testament. Likewise in the New Testament it is described in
detail (Rev. 6-19) and referred to by Jesus Christ in language quite similar to
that in Daniel 12:1. Jesus said, “For then shall be great tribulation, such as
was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.
And except these days should be shortened [that is, terminated by His
return] there should no flesh be saved” (Matt. 24:21-22).
p. 138

He then says finally:
A Jew in a New York synagogue was once heard praying, “Oh that
Thou wouldst rend the heavens, that Thou wouldst come down, Lord. . . .
Send Messiah, and should Jesus of the Gentiles be the One, grant us a sign
that we may be sure it is really so and forgive our guilt toward Him.”
In response to Israel’s desperate prayer, Jesus Christ will come,
bringing deliverance to His people. That deliverance will be both physical . . .
and spiritual . . . But even at the return of Christ not every Jew will believe
...
pp. 138–39
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Miller says:
“At that time” alludes to the period just described in 11:36-45—
Antichrist’s reign of terror at “the time of the end” (11:40). R. A. Anderson
remarks that the verse’s “strongly eschatological character is hinted at in the
use of the opening words ‘at that time,’ and their occurrence twice more in the
same verse.”122
p. 313

He says further:
This warfare between Michael and Satan takes place during the three and a
half years of the great tribulation period . . . As a matter of fact, the same
phrase, “a time, times and half a time,” is employed in both Rev 12:14 and
Dan 12:7 to designate the length of the period in which this conflict is waged.
p. 314

He says further:
This “time of distress” is commonly labeled “the great tribulation”127
and will be the most horrible period in history for Israel128 and the whole
world. According to Zech 13:8, only one-third of the people of Israel will
survive. Not only will this period involve persecution for those who oppose
Antichrist, but as Dan 11:40-45 has informed the reader, this will be a time of
great wars climaxed by Armageddon.
p. 315
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Miller then says finally:
The “book” is a common figure of speech in the Scriptures and alludes
to the “book of life” in which the names of all saints are written . . . Evidently
this figure comes from the practice of keeping a record of all the citizens of a
town. Those whose names were listed enjoyed the blessings of community
membership, whereas the names of those who were excommunicated from
fellowship were blotted out. All (Jews or Gentiles) who have trusted Jesus
Christ as their Savior and Lord have their names written in the book of life.
Goldingay designates this as “the citizen list of the true Jerusalem.”129 John
the apostle related the sad fate of those at the final judgment whose names
are not found recorded in this book, “If anyone’s name was not found written
in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire” (Rev 20:15).
pp. 315–16

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
The language passes here from the nearer to the more remote event, to which
alone it is fully applicable. l. at that time–typically, towards the close of
Antiochus’ reign; antitypically, the time when Antichrist is to be destroyed at
Christ’s coming.
p. 764

Patrick & Lowth say:

Every one that shall be found written in the book.] That is, in the book

of life . . . The phrase alludes to the registers that used to be kept of the
members of any city or corporation: the privileges of which society none can
lay a claim to but those whose names are found in such registers.
p. 684
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Keil & Delitzsch say:
At the time of the end, in which the hostile persecutor rises up to subdue the
whole world, and sets up his camp in the Holy Land to destroy many in great
anger and to strike them with the ban . . . totally to outroot them . . . the
great angel-prince Michael shall come forth and fight for the people of God
against their oppressor.
p. 474

Phillips & Vines say:
By creating a new nation from the descendants of a regenerated man,
God sovereignly brought into being a nation over which Satan had no angelic
overlord. Instead, God appointed Michael, the archangel, field marshall of
the armies of heaven, to be this nation’s representative and protector in the
spirit realm, a fact that infuriates the devil. He hates this nation and has
done all in his power down through the ages to eradicate it, corrupt it, and
persecute it. This helps explain the phenomenon of antisemitism, hatred of
the Jew, which is so prevalent in gentile society. From time to time antisemitism becomes epidemic, and results in a holocaust.
Daniel was now told that Michael, Israel’s guardian angel, will be
especially active in the endtimes, when the antichrist will launch against the
Jewish people the worst period of persecution in all their troubled history.
p. 195
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Sir Robert Anderson in his book The Coming Prince says:
We have definite grounds, therefore, for assigning the following order
to the events of the last days:—
l. The development of the ten kingdoms.
2. The appearance within the territorial limits of these kingdoms of an
eleventh “king,” who will subdue three of the ten, and will ultimately be
accepted as Suzerain by all.
3. The making of a treaty by this king with, or in favour of, the Jews.

The epoch of the seventieth week.

4. The violation of the treaty by this king after three and a half years.
5. “The great tribulation” of Scripture, the awful persecution of the last
days, which shall continue three and a half years.
6. The deliverance of the Jews from their great enemy, to be followed
by their final establishment in blessing. The close of the seventieth week.
7. “The great and terrible day of the Lord,” the period of the seventh
seal, beginning with a revelation of Christ to His people in Jerusalem,
accompanied by appalling manifestations of Divine power and ending with
His last glorious advent.
That the seventieth week will be the last seven years of the
dispensation, and the term of the reign of Antichrist, is a belief as old as the
writings of the Ante-Nicene Fathers.
pp. 183–84
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Pentecost says:
In an extended treatment of each major passage in the Word on the
subject of the tribulation,3 in which he deals with passages such as Matthew
24, Daniel 12, Luke 21, Mark 13, Jeremiah 30, Revelation 7, Kelly concludes:
. . . the view here maintained follows on a close investigation of every
distinct passage that Scripture affords upon the subject of the great
tribulation. I should be obliged to any one who will produce me other
passages that refer to it; but I am not aware of them. I demand of
those . . . whether they can point out one word which supposes a
Christian or the Church on the earth when the great tribulation
arrives? Have we not seen that the doctrine of Old and New
Testament—of Jeremiah, of Daniel, of the Lord Jesus, and of the
apostle John—is this, that, just before the Lord appears in glory, will
come the last and unequalled trouble of Israel, though Jacob shall be
delivered from it; that there will be . . . “the great tribulation,” out of
which a multitude of Gentiles emerge; but that both Jacob and the
Gentiles are totally distinct from the Christians or the Church. As
regards the Christian, the positive promise of the Lord is, that such as
have kept the word of His patience He will keep out of the hour of trial,
which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them
that dwell upon the earth.4
It must be concluded with the above author, since every passage
dealing with the tribulation relates it to God’s program for Israel, that the
scope of the tribulation prevents the church from participating in it.
p. 196

Pentecost, speaking with regard to Michael, says:
The reference to Michael. In Daniel 12:1 the angel Michael is called
“the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people.” Michael is
united with the destiny of the nation Israel by this word of the Lord to
Daniel. In Revelation 12:7 Michael appears again in reference to the warfare
in heaven. The fact that Michael appears on the scene here indicates that
God is again dealing with the nation Israel, and Michael is an actor here
because the destiny of Israel is involved.
p. 290
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In verse 1 I have highlighted as the KEY PHRASE to the whole passage
these words:
“THERE WILL BE A TIME OF DISTRESS SUCH AS HAS NOT
HAPPENED FROM THE BEGINNING OF NATIONS UNTIL THEN.”
This period is called:
1.

THE DAY OF THE LORD,

2.

DANIEL’S SEVENTIETH WEEK,

3.

THE TRIBULATION, and

4.

THE TIME OF JACOB’S TROUBLE.

The most extensive picture of what goes on in the period is seen in
Revelation 6-19.
There are a series of:
SEALED JUDGMENTS,
TRUMPET JUDGMENTS, and
BOWL JUDGMENTS.
All of this then concludes with the BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON.
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Ryrie says:
Daniel 12:1-3 speaks of the Tribulation period (v. 1), resurrections of the
righteous and the wicked (v. 2), and rewards for the righteous (v. 3). Many
understand the resurrection and reward of the righteous to refer to the
resurrection and judgment of believers of the Old Testament at the
conclusion of the Tribulation. New Testament revelation places the
resurrection and judgment of the wicked of all time at the conclusion of the
Millennium (Rev. 20:11-15). Of course it is not unusual for Old Testament
prophets to place side by side events which later revelation separates by some
period of time.
p. 513

Feinberg in his book Israel says:
There will be certain distinct groups in this time of the Great
Tribulation. That Israel is particularly in view can be seen from Jeremiah
30:4-7 where the prophet foretells of a day when there will be heard a voice of
trembling, of fear, and not peace, when every man will have his hands on his
loins as a woman in travail with his face turned to paleness, because “it is the
time of Jacob’s distress.” All the nations will form a second company, for
Jeremiah testifies again in 25:31 that God has a “controversy with the
nations,” while Ezekiel speaks (30:3) of a “time for the nations.” Apostate
Christendom (the bad fish and tares of Matthew 13) will be included in
mystery Babylon, which consists of all the false religious systems of all ages.
p. 161

Gaebelein says:
Michael, the great prince which standeth for the Jewish people, is now
also mentioned again. He will stand up and take a leading part in the events
of that time. From the Book of Revelation we learn (chapter [12]) that there
will be war in heaven, that is where Satan has his dominion now as the
prince of the power of the air. Michael, assisted by his angels, will cast out
the great dragon, the devil and his angels. They will be forced down to the
earth. Then when Satan and his angels are cast out the great tribulation will
be instituted . . . Michael will stand up in another sense and take a definite
part in the deliverance of Daniel’s people. It is not fully revealed what that
will be.
p. 39
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Gaebelein says further in his commentary:
Michael, the great prince which standeth for the Jewish people, is now
also mentioned again. He will stand up and take a leading part in the events
of that time.
p. 198

He then says finally:
Daniel’s people are the objects of the deliverance in that time of trouble,
however there is a further description; not all of Daniel’s people, but those
only “that shall be found written in the book.” These are the godly Jews, the
believing remnant of the time of the end. For them the Lord will send help
and they will be saved out of that time of trouble. For their sake the days
will be shortened.
p. 199

David Dykes says:
Several times in the Bible we are told that a book in heaven contains
the names of selected people. God relates to us as individuals. Your name,
which represents your life, is important to God. Perhaps you’ve had your
name written on certain lists here on earth. You might be on the list of
“who’s who” (or “who’s not”). Your name might be listed on the membership
rolls of clubs or organizations. You might even have your name on the
membership list of a church or Christian fellowship. But the only list of
names that matters for eternity is in the Book of Life.
Your pressing concern should be, “Is my name written in the Book of
Life?” This list in heaven doesn’t necessarily coincide with any church
membership list. Churches might offer a false sense of security if they
communicate that church membership is synonymous with salvation. I recall
visiting a neighboring pastor years ago when I was a young pastor. I saw a
membership list for his church lying on his desk. Beside several of the names
on each page he had written the letters FBPO. I asked him, “What does
FBPO stand for?” He said, “Oh, that means ‘For Burial Purposes Only.’
Those are people whose names are on our church roll, but they seldom attend
or serve the Lord. The only reason they’re a member is so that when they
die, their obituary can read that they were a member of a church.”
pp. 126–27
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Lewis Berry Chafer says:
The age is to end with a tribulation period which is not difficult to
distinguish, chiefly from the fact that it is spoken of as the incomparable
sorrow upon the earth: “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not
from the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And
except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for
the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened” . . . “And at that time shall
Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there
was a nation even to that same time: and that time thy people shall be
delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book” (Dan. [12]. 1).
“A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness,
as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong;
there hath not been even the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to
the years of many generations” . . . “And these are the words that the LORD
spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah. For thus saith the Lord; We
have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. Ask ye now, and
see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with
his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and faces are turned into
paleness? Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time
of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it” (Jer. [30]. 4–7).
pp. 100–101

Leupold says:
There can be no doubt about it that the time referred to in this verse is
coincident with that of the events last spoken of. It is the time of the Great
Tribulation, the time of the last Antichrist. The quotation that our Lord
makes of this verse in Matt. 24:21, 22 with reference to the end of time
clinches the matter for us beyond the possibility of a doubt.
p. 527
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Leupold says further:
The expression “at that time” occurs for the third time to make
assurance doubly sure that the point of time has by no means been shifted,
but that the entire action moves in the sphere of the very last things. We are
now given the assurance as to what results the angel-prince Michael will
achieve: “Thy people shall be delivered.” When this great prince sets himself
to a God-given task he has success.
p. 528

Walvoord says:
The opening phrase of chapter 12, and at that time, makes clear that
this passage is talking about the same period of time as the previous context,
that is, “the time of the end” (11:40). The action here in verse 1 is not
subsequent to the preceding events but coincides with them chronologically.
p. 282
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Jeremiah says:
Before Daniel was captive in Babylon, another great prophet lived in
Jerusalem. Here is what God spoke through him about that time:
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will bring my
people Israel and Judah back from captivity and restore them to the
land I gave their forefathers to possess,” says the LORD.
These are the words the LORD spoke concerning Israel and
Judah: “This is what the LORD says:
“‘Cries of fear are heard—
terror, not peace.
Ask and see:
Can a man bear children?
Then why do I see every strong man
with his hands on his stomach like a woman in labor,
every face turned deathly pale?
How awful that day will be!
None will be like it.
It will be a time of trouble for Jacob,
but he will be saved out of it.’”
Jeremiah 30:3-7
The time of Jacob’s trouble is going to be like a whole nation going
through the unbelievable agony that only a woman who has given birth to a
child can understand. I don’t think there is anything more excruciating than
the pain a woman goes through when she’s having a baby. I know some men
have had all of the classes and even gone into the delivery room and been a
part of that beautiful experience. I have not done it. In fact, when our last
child was born, as my wife was being taken into the delivery room, the doctor
asked the nurse, “Is she ready?” The nurse answered, “No, but I don’t think
her husband can last much longer.” I cannot stand to see someone I love in
pain, and I believe that if God didn’t miraculously erase the pain of childbirth
from a woman’s mind, I doubt if anyone would ever have more than one child.
In the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, Jesus describes the Great
Tribulation as a time of trouble such as has not been known from the
beginning of the world, nor ever shall be until that time.
In Revelation 6–19 the apostle John talks about war, famine, 25
percent of the world being killed, one-third of the earth and sea destroyed,
fresh water being polluted, the release of hell’s demons to overrun the earth,
and more ghastly occurrences.
The Tribulation is not just more trouble than we have now.
pp. 235–36
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Jeremiah says further:
The astonishing thing (although we shouldn’t be surprised by the detail of
prophecy by this time) is that the Bible tells us exactly how many Jews are
going to make it through the Tribulation, untouched by God’s judgment. This
is what the prophet Zechariah said:

p. 238

“In the whole land,” declares the LORD,
“two-thirds will be struck down and perish;
yet one-third will be left in it.
This third I will bring into the fire;
I will refine them like silver
and test them like gold.
They will call my name
and I will answer them;
I will say, ‘They are people’
and they will say, ‘The LORD is our God.’”
Zechariah 13:8-9
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In the book Road to Armageddon by Swindoll, Walvoord and Pentecost, we
read:
Daniel 12:1 states, “At that time Michael, the great prince who
protects your people, will arise.” Michael is the contending angel and Gabriel
is the communicating angel on behalf of Israel. Gabriel was used to
announce the birth of John to Zacharias and the birth of Jesus to Mary,
among other tasks.
Michael, however, is depicted as the warring angel. And so “Michael,
the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of
distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then.”
Daniel sits at a fulcrum between Israel’s past and Israel’s future. Daniel sits
within the seventy years of captivity in Babylonia. The seventy years were
determined because of seventy “sevens.” Four hundred ninety years of
Sabbath years that were not kept by Israel determined the amount of time
Israel would go into captivity and the land would lie fallow.
But Daniel also is the pivot between 490 years of previous history for
which Israel was being judged and the 490 years of future history, the
seventy “sevens” of Israel’s future. Daniel says that there’s coming a time in
the future when there will be a time of distress that has never been known on
Planet Earth before. “But at that time your people—everyone whose name is
found written in the book—will be delivered.” Notice two things about this
verse. The terror of this time will be unprecedented, and every believing Jew
is promised deliverance. “Your people—everyone whose name is found
written in the book—will be delivered.”
Joel echoes the warning of this tribulational time. Beginning in Joel
2:1 he says, “Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let
all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close
at hand.” What kind of day is it? Joel 2:2 tells us it is a day of darkness and
gloom, a day of clouds and blackness. Like dawn spreading across the
mountains, a large and mighty army comes such as never was of old nor ever
will be in ages to come. Joel parallels Jeremiah and Daniel, so to speak, as a
pre-exilic prophet warning that the Day of the Lord will be a time of
darkness. Nothing anyone can do will stop it. It will come regardless of
whether people want it to or not. The terror of that time will be worse than
any other holocaust the world has known or will ever know.
pp. 51–53
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(What the Bible Says About Angels by Dr. David Jeremiah) Sisters, OR:
Multnomah Publishers. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 1996.
Michael’s name means “Who Is Like God?” While Gabriel is more of an
announcing and preaching angel, Michael is more involved in protecting and
fighting. Even individual angels seem to have their special gifts and
responsibilities, just as members of the body of Christ do.
In Revelation, for example, besides seeing Michael at his task of
fighting, we read of an angel “who had charge of the fire” (14:18), “the angel
in charge of the waters” (16:5), and an angel who had “the key to the Abyss”
(20:1). Apparently angels and believers alike all have their own perfect jobs
in carrying out God’s perfect will.
Only three times in the Scripture do we see this particular Michael
mentioned (there are other Michaels in the Old Testament, but they’re men,
not angels).
Michael is a royal champion of God’s people Israel. He’s referred to
three times in Daniel, and his tagline gets progressively more exalted and
more personal toward Israel:
First he’s called “one of the chief princes” 10:13.
Then it’s “Michael, your prince” in 10:21.
Finally it’s “Michael, the great prince who protects your people” in
12:1.
In the New Testament, Michael is mentioned twice. In Revelation 12:7
he’s the leading warrior in the great heavenly battle against Satan—“And
there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon,
and the dragon and his angels fought back.”
In Jude 9 he’s called “the archangel Michael.” This title “archangel”
means the angel who is “first, principal, chief.” Only Michael is given that
name in Scripture (Gabriel isn’t), and so Paul may be referring to Michael as
“the archangel” in 1 Thessalonians 4:16—
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
call of God, and dead in Christ will rise first.
Michael’s voice may be the one we’ll hear on the day of the rapture.
Is Michael the one angle who is above all others? He may well be,
though the reference to him in Daniel 10 as “one of the chief princes” is
enough to keep us from being dogmatic about it. Revelation 8:2 speaks of
“the seven angels who stand before God.” If these are the seven leading
angles, it’s possible that Michael is one of them and perhaps even the chief of
the seven. This is all another mystery we’ll learn more about later.
If Michael is the foremost of all angels, then his name is quite
appropriate—“Who Is Like God?” The answer, of course, is “No one.” Nobody
compares to God, not even the mighty captain of the angelic host. Regardless
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of the great battles Michael wins, or whatever great things any angels do, our
only praise must go to the Lord, “who alone does marvelous deeds” (Psalm
72:18).
pp. 153-155

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these first three verses:
Israel delivered (12:1-3)
p. 1372

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
No doubt when the revelation contained in chapter 12 was given Daniel, he
was concerned about his people’s destiny. Now at the conclusion of this
vision, the angel consoled Daniel by revealing two facts (vv. 1-3). First, the
people of Israel (your people . . . will be delivered by the intervention of
Michael the angelic prince . . . who is Israel’s defender. In the Great
Tribulation Satan will attempt to exterminate every descendant of Abraham .
. . This will be a time of great unprecedented distress for Israel . . . Satan’s
attack against the people of the kingdom will be part of his effort to prevent
the return and reign of Christ.
The deliverance of Israel, Daniel’s “people,” refers not to individual
salvation, though a remnant will be saved, but rather to national deliverance
from subjugation to the Gentiles . . .
p. 1372
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v. 2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to
everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.

Peterson paraphrases verse 2:
Many who have been long dead and buried will wake up, some to
eternal life, others to eternal shame.
p. 1606

The Bible Knowledge Commentary, speaking on verses 2 & 3, says:
The second fact that consoled Daniel is the promise that those who sleep will
be resurrected. Many Jews will lose their lives at the hands of Gentiles in
the events revealed in chapter 11 . . . To sleep in the dust of the earth . . .
does not mean unconscious existence in death. It simply means that a dead
person appears to be asleep. The body is “asleep,” not the soul . . .
Unbelieving Jews will be resurrected to shame and everlasting contempted
and will not partake in the covenanted blessings. Jews, however, who believe
the Messiah will be resurrected bodily to everlasting life and to positions of
honor in Christ’s millennial kingdom. Being glorified in the kingdom, they
will shine like the brightness of the heavens.
p. 1373

Bible.org says:
Funerals must deal with the ugly reality of death and the reminder that each
of us must come to terms with it.
Those without hope of eternal life try to avoid the reality of death. They are,
in fact, enslaved by the fear of death (see Hebrews 2:15). Great amounts of
money and effort are spent to conceal the ugly face of death. The gospel of
Jesus Christ faces death head-on, with the proclamation that while death is
the consequence of sin, Christ is the cure for sin and death.
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 12:1-13 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)
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Bible.org says further:
Death prompts each of us to get to the “bottom line” of what life is all about
and what comes after death. The final chapter of the Book of Daniel is
occasioned in large measure by Daniel’s coming death.
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 12:1-13 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)
Whereas, back in verse 1 we have the PROMISE that:
“everyone, whose name is found written in the book—will be
delivered.”
This PROMISE is verified in:
Revelation 3:10
‘Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep
you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the
whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth.
Now, here in verse 2 we get the PROMISE OF RESURRECTION:
“MULTITUDES WHO SLEEP IN THE DUST OF THE EARTH WILL
AWAKE.”
Then the RESURRECTION is spelled out:
1.

“SOME TO EVERLASTING LIFE,”

2.

“OTHERS TO SHAME,” and

3.

“EVERLASTING CONTEMPT.”
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Jesus said in:
John 5:28-29
“Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in
the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; those who did the
good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds
to a resurrection of judgment.
Revelation 20 also speak to the issue of the resurrection of those who will be
resurrected “TO SHAME AND EVERLASTING CONTEMPT.”
Revelation 20:11-15
And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose
presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.
And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is
the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were
written in the books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the
dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which
were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to
their deeds. And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.
This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was
not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of
fire.
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Jeremiah says:
The first resurrection the Bible teaches is Christ’s resurrection. When
He was resurrected, He was the guarantee that someday we shall be
resurrected (1 Cor. 15:12–20). If we die before the Second Coming of Jesus
Christ, the Bible says that someday we shall be resurrected: “For the Lord
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will
be with the Lord forever” (1 Thess. 4:16-17).
The third resurrection of God’s saved people comes at the end of the
Tribulation period (Rev. 21:4). At that resurrection, all of the Old Testament
saints are resurrected, as well as all of those who died during the Tribulation
period. So we have the resurrection of the saved in three installments:
Christ, the church, and the Old Testament saints with those who died in the
Tribulation. That’s all there is in the first resurrection. This is the
resurrection of the just.
p. 239

Ryrie says:

6. Daniel 12:2. Here both the resurrection of the righteous and the

resurrection of the wicked are taught. The New Testament reaffirms these
two resurrections (John 5:28-29) but reveals they will not occur at the same
time (Rev. 20:4-5).
p. 517
Revelation 20:4-5
And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given
to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because
of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those
who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received
the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to
life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead
did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is
the first resurrection.
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Patrick & Lowth say:
The word many is sometimes equivalent to all, as hath been observed in the
notes upon [9]. 27.
p. 684

They say further:

Some to shame and everlasting contempt.] In this life men may so far
harden themselves in sin as to be past shame; but this shame shall be
doubled upon them in the world to come, when they shall be convicted of their
sins in such a manner, as neither to be able to deny or excuse them; and shall
there-upon become objects of scorn and contempt to God and all his saints.
p. 684

Miller says:
In this verse is one of the most astounding and blessed truths in
Scripture—the resurrection. After the “time of distress” described in the
previous verses, “multitudes” . . . will be raised from the grave.130
The resurrected ones are called those “who sleep in the dust of the
earth.” “Sleep” is a figure of speech used frequently in the Bible to designate
physical death . . . and this “sleep” refers to physical death only. When the
spirit of the believer leaves the body, there is no intermediate state; rather,
the spirit goes directly into the presence of the Lord . . . Likewise, when the
spirit of an unbeliever departs, it goes immediately to a place of conscious
torment . . . Daniel 12:2 lends no support to the theories of some groups that
persons who die are annihilated or experience “soul sleep.” Baldwin seems
correct in stating: “The reason for using ‘sleep’ here as a metaphor for ‘die’ is
that sleep is a temporary state from which we normally awake, and so the
reader is prepared for the thought of resurrection.”131
p.316
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Miller says further:
On the other hand, unbelievers will face “shame” and “contempt.”
“Shame” is a translation of the Hebrew term hărāpôt, which Keil rightly
designates a plural “of intensive fullness”133—great shame. The wicked will
be ashamed and disgraced as they stand before the Lord and realize the
gravity of their sin, particularly the sin of rejecting God’s loving Messiah.
Hebrew dērā ôn (“contempt”) refers to “an object of aversion” or “abhorrence.”
In Isa 66:24, the only other instance of this word in the Old Testament, it also
concerns the eternal state: “And they will go out and look upon the dead
bodies of those who rebelled against me; their worm will not die, nor will
their fire be quenched, and they will be loathsome . . . to all mankind.”
Isaiah’s use of the term appears to explain the significance of the expression
in Dan 12:2. So shocking will be the fate of the lost that onlookers must turn
their faces away in horror (or disgust). This “contempt” will be “everlasting,”
that is, it will endure for eternity.134
p. 317

Campbell says:
Deliverance, both physical and spiritual, is promised to those believing
Jews still alive at the close of the Tribulation. But what of the many godly
Jews who die under the cruel persecution of the Antichrist? Will they miss
the blessings of the kingdom reign of Christ?
We are now assured that there will be a resurrection of the righteous
Israelites who died in this previous “time of trouble” described in the
immediate context. This interpretation is enforced by Revelation 20:4-6,
where martyred Tribulation saints are seen to be raised from the dead and
exalted at the beginning of the millennial reign. It seems proper to believe
that righteous Gentiles martyred in the Tribulation are raised at this time as
well, as are all Old Testament saints.
pp. 139–40
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Feinberg says:
In this passage, Daniel 12:2, we have the first mention in the Old
Testament of a twofold resurrection. It follows the time of Israel’s
tribulation, which was described in the preceding verse. We find the
distinction between the two resurrections in the terms “these” and “the
others.” “These who have believed in the Lamb of God will first be
resurrected “to everlasting life”; however, “the others,” who have not believed,
will then be resurrected “to disgrace and everlasting contempt.” The sense of
this passage is definitely of two different groupings, or classes, of individuals.
pp. 182–83

Walvoord in his book Every Prophecy of the Bible says:
The resurrection here extended to all the saved of the Old Testament,
whether Jews or Gentiles, all who were not resurrected at the time of the
Rapture. They will be given resurrection life and new bodies and will enter
the millennial kingdom as resurrected people. Tribulation saints will also be
raised (v. 4). At the beginning of the Millennium the only ones remaining in
the grave will be the unsaved.
p. 276

Showers says:
Is it only the Jews who will be alive and saved at the second coming who
will enter the Millennial Kingdom of God to enjoy its blessings? What will
happen to those Jews who were saved and died during the seventieth seven of
years and Old Testament times? Christ gave revelation answering these
questions in Daniel 12:2. There He referred to bodily resurrection from the
dead: “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake.” The
fact that Christ said “many” rather than all indicates that He was not teaching
a general resurrection of all the dead at the same time.51 The Bible teaches
that there are different orders of resurrection, separated from each other by
time (1 Cor. 15:20-24). It would appear, then, that Christ was saying that
many will be resurrected at one time, but others will be resurrected at another
time. It is obvious that the many who will be resurrected at one time died as
believers, for they will be resurrected “to everlasting life.” The others who will
be resurrected at another time died as unbelievers, for they will be resurrected
“to disgrace and everlasting contempt.”
pp. 172–73
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Bible.org says:
The last words of this chapter, and of the entire book, speak of death and of
the believer’s hope beyond the grave.
Death poses more than a personal problem for Daniel. Death is the great
dilemma of biblical prophecy. The prophets struggled with their own
writings which spoke of the suffering and death of Messiah . . . How can the
promised blessing of biblical prophecy bring hope to the believer who will die
before they are fulfilled? There is only one way—resurrection. The promises
of God which are not fulfilled in this life are fulfilled in the next.
Resurrection is the means by which men pass from time to eternity.
Daniel 12 is the crowning chapter of this prophecy, as well as its conclusion.
It takes the believer to the high-water mark of Christian hope—the
assurance of the resurrection of the dead. Let us listen and learn, and gain
hope and comfort.
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 12:1-13 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

(Heaven by Randy Alcorn) Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House. Copyright –
Eternal Perspective Ministries, 2004.
“The dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God
who gave it” (Ecclesiastes 12:7). At death, the human spirit goes either to
Heaven or Hell. Christ depicted Lazarus and the rich man as conscious in
Heaven and Hell immediately after they died (Luke 16:22-31). Jesus told the
dying thief on the cross, “Today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke
23:43). The apostle Paul said that to die was to be with Christ (Philippians
1:23), and to be absent from the body was to be present with the Lord (2
Corinthians 5:8). After their deaths, martyrs are pictured in Heaven, crying
out to God to bring justice on Earth (Revelation 6:9-11).
These passages make it clear that there is no such thing as “soul
sleep,” or a long period of unconsciousness between life on Earth and life in
Heaven. The phrase “fallen asleep” (in 1 Thessalonians 4:13 and similar
passages) is a euphemism for death, describing the body’s outward
appearance. The spirit’s departure from the body ends our existence on
Earth. The physical part of us “sleeps” until the resurrection, while the
spiritual part of us relocates to a conscious existence in Heaven (Daniel 12:23; 2 Corinthians 5:8).
p. 46

Daniel/Study24 – Daniel 12:1-13.doc

52
(The Passion of Christ and the Purpose of Life by Adrian Rogers) Wheaton,
IL: Crossway Books. Copyright – Adrian Rogers, 2005.
When you buy merchandise at a store, you are handed a receipt that
contains the date, time, and other details of that transaction. The receipt
shows that the merchandise was paid for in full and that you legitimately
own it. Most stores will not take back merchandise without proof of
purchase. Why? Because anybody can find or steal something and bring it to
a store to say they are returning it and want a refund. But the receipt
separates the true owner from the false.
There is an important verse in Romans 4 that we tend to read over
quickly. The Bible says that Jesus “was delivered for our offences, and was
raised again for our justification” (v. 25). That little preposition “for” can also
be translated “on account of,” and many Bible teachers believe that is Paul’s
meaning here. We were justified because Jesus was raised. That is, His
resurrection is the proof that God accepted His payment for our sins. The
empty grave is God’s eternal receipt that we have eternal life! If you want to
stop for a while and praise God, go ahead. I’ll wait for you!
pp. 54-55

(Next Door Savior by Max Lucado) Nashville, TN: W Publishing Group /
Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Max Lucado, 2003.
Be they true, however—if the rock is rolled and the Lord is living—
then pull out the fiddle and don your dancing shoes. Heaven unplugged the
grave’s power cord, and you and I have nothing to fear. Death is disabled.
Get on board, and let a pilot you’ve never seen and a power you can’t
understand take you home.
Can we trust the proclamation? The invitation of the angel is “Come
and see . . .”
p. 154
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v. 3 Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and
those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.

Peterson paraphrases verse 3:
“‘Men and women who have lived wisely and well will shine
brilliantly, like the cloudless, star-strewn night skies. And those who
put others on the right path to life will glow like stars forever.
p. 1606
Verse 3 takes us BACK to:
Daniel 11:33-35:
“Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall
by the sword or be burned or captured or plundered. When they fall,
they will receive a little help, and many who are not sincere will join
them. Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined,
purified and made spotless until the time of the end, for it will still
come at the appointed time.
We will have a future reference to the “WISE” when we get down to verse 10
of this last chapter.
Daniel 12:10
Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will
continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but those
who are wise will understand.
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
. . . “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father.”) They will be wise, for they will trust in the Messiah even though it
will result in their suffering.
This message that God will remember His covenant and will fulfill all
He promised to Israel (in spite of her sufferings at the hands of the Gentiles)
will be a consolation that will in turn cause them to lead, others to
righteousness . . . No righteousness of God’s people ever goes unrewarded so
those who are faithful under persecution will shine like the stars forever and
ever.
The resurrection of believers martyred in the Tribulation will occur at
the second coming of Christ (cf. Rev. 20:4, “they came to life and reigned with
Christ 1,000 years”). The unbelieving dead, however, will be resurrected to
“everlasting contempt” and torment at the end of the 1,000-year reign of
Christ . . .
p. 1373

Bible.org says:
Daniel 12:1-4 describes the final events of human history paving the way for
the second coming of Christ, the defeat of His enemies, and the establishment
of His kingdom. They sum up for Daniel the destiny of Israel as a nation, the
saints, and the wicked.
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 12:1-13 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

Walvoord in his book Every Prophecy of the Bible says:
Just as those who are raptured will be judged and rewarded at the Judgment
Seat of Christ, so all other saints who have died will be resurrected at the
time of the Second Coming and, in like manner, be rewarded for what they
have done for God.
p. 276
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Feinberg says:
They will be used by the Lord to call forth a believing remnant in the end
time, and for their perseverance He will reward them with His blessing and
glory. Soul-winning is commended by God in any age, and it will be fruitful
in that day as well. “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who is
wise wins souls” (Prov. 11:30).
pp. 183–84

Miller says:
In the messianic age believers (“those who are [spiritually] wise” and
“those who lead many . . . to righteousness”)143 “will shine like the brightness
of the heavens . . . and “like the stars for ever and ever.” Both parts of this
verse contain parallel ideas.
“Those who are wise” (or “those who make others wise,” . . . includes
the resurrected saints of 12:2. Being in parallel with “those who lead many
to righteousness,” these are believers generally who are spiritually wise
themselves and make others wise through their life and witness. This
wisdom includes the recognition of the truth of God and willingness to act
upon it. Such persons will become the spiritual children of God and rise to
take part in the coming kingdom.
Through words and deeds God’s children lead others to understand the
call of the sovereign Lord upon their lives, a call that involves a life of
holiness since God is holy. This is not a special class of saints, but as
Baldwin observes, “Those who lead others to righteousness, then, are those
who demonstrate their faith and encourage others to faith, and this the
humblest believer can do.”144
p. 319
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Miller then says finally:
The saints are described as shining like “the brightness of the
heavens,” synonymous with “the stars” . . . where stars are also used as a
figure for the saints) mentioned in the second half of the verse. Christ,
evidently with this passage in mind, declared that at the end of the age “the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matt 13:43).
Just as stars display their beauty and glory in the sky, a bright (glorious )
future and a great reward145 (which includes God’s blessings and great honor)
awaits those who were wise enough to comprehend and obey spiritual truth
and who led others to repent of their sins and live a righteous life. This
blessed and glorious state will continue “for ever and ever” . . .
p. 319

Leupold says:
To the thought of the resurrection expressed in the preceding verse our
verse adds the thought of eternal glory, for “they that are wise shall shine
like the brightness of the firmament,” and that is without a doubt a brilliant
glory. When the shining of the firmament is spoken of, the firmament as it
appears at bright noonday is meant; and this is a glory that is too brilliant to
look into, for it is when the sun displays its full brilliance.
p. 532

J. Vernon McGee says:
God’s servants in the dark days of the Great Tribulation will shine as lights.
Believers are to do the same thing today, by the way. “That ye may be
blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world”
(Phil. 2:15). The remnant in that day will be God’s witness in the world, and
they are going to “turn many to righteousness.” That righteousness is Christ,
the only righteousness which is acceptable to God. Our righteousness is as
filthy rags (see Isa. 64:6) in His sight—not in our sight; we think we are
pretty good. We pat each other on the back and tell each other how
wonderful we are, while all we produce is a bunch of dirty laundry, my friend.
God is not accepting our works; He is accepting the righteousness of Christ,
and that is provided only by faith.
p. 604
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Blair says:
At all times God has His faithful saints who are diligent in their
responsibility of sowing the seed of life. There are many professed followers
of the Lord who never witness, but on the other hand, there are those who
grasp every opportunity to spread the truth. During the tribulation period,
when the blood of the martyred saints will run in the streets, God will not be
without His witnesses. Those who will be conscientious in witnessing for the
Lord will receive their reward, “And they that be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness, as
the stars for ever and ever.” Among those who will awaken to everlasting life
from their spiritual blindness, during the tribulation period, will be a great
host of loyal ambassadors for Christ. As God’s faithful witnesses, they will go
everywhere propagating the truth in spite of the dangers involved. Our text
speaks of those who will “turn many to righteousness.” A more literal
translation would be “they that instruct many in righteousness.”
pp. 237–38

Fyall says:
Verse 3 goes on to say something of the destiny of the wise. The wise
are those who live their lives and govern what they say in harmony with the
purposes for which God created the world. 11:33 has spoken of how they
instruct others which is clearly equivalent to ‘leading many to righteousness’.
The so-called Wisdom books—Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Job—explore and
submit to rigorous questioning that whole world-view. But in this book the
supreme example of wisdom is Daniel himself, along with his three friends.
1:17 has spoken of how God endowed these four young men with wisdom and
this was to carry them all to positions of great eminence and influence.
p. 189

Berrigan says:
Regarding the Maskillim, or those “skilled in justice,” or those “who have
brought others to justice”—we have encountered these before: the faithful
who persevere in spite of the tyrants, who observe torah and endure the cost.
And who beckon others to a like fidelity. Quite literally, the lives and deaths
of these “masters of justice” have rendered them apt for resurrection.
p. 193
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Young says:
Those who during the period of persecution have dealt prudently and wisely
in that they by their instruction have pointed many to the way of
righteousness shall receive the glorious reward of their labors in that they
shall shine eternally as the brightness of the firmament and as the stars.
Although the immediate reference of this vs. is to 11:33-45, it nevertheless
sets forth the general truth that those who instruct others in the way of truth
are wise. Those who are wise]—“the intelligent who, by instructing their
contemporaries by means of word and deed, have awakened them to
steadfastness and fidelity to their confession in the times of tribulation and
have strengthened their faith, and some of whom have in war sealed their
testimony with their blood” . . .
pp. 256–57

He says further:
Keil well sums up the thought of these vv.: “The salvation of the
people, which the end shall bring in, consists accordingly in the
consummation of the people of God by the resurrection of the dead and the
judgment dividing the pious from the godless, according to which the pious
shall be raised to eternal life, and the godless shall be given up to everlasting
shame and contempt. But the leaders of the people who amid the wars and
conflicts of this life, have turned many to righteousness, shall shine in the
imperishable glory of heaven.”
p. 257

Matthew Henry says:
There shall be glorious reward conferred on those who, in the day of
trouble and distress, being themselves wise, did instruct many. They should
do eminent service, and yet should fall by the sward and by flame; now, if
there were not another life after this, they would be of all men most
miserable, and therefore we are here assured that they shall be recompensed
in the resurrection of the just (v.3). Those that turn men to righteousness,
that turn sinners from the errors of their ways and help to save their souls
from death (Jas. v. 20), will share in the glory of those they have helped to
heaven, which will be a great addition to their own glory.
p. 1103
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Goldingay says:
“The discerning” who “set the multitude right” had had their teaching
despised, and some of them had lost their lives. Their position, then, will also
be reversed, not merely by restoring them to life, but by giving them a
position of pre-eminent honor. They “will shine as bright as the sky, . . .
shine like the stars to all eternity.”
p. 308

(Christ/Life by Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth
Myers, 2005.
In Christ we have a rich and full supply of grace, peace, forgiveness,
wisdom, nourishment, strength, light, comfort—all that we need for
abundant living, whatever our circumstances may be.
God has endowed us with this abundance not for independent use or
for self-exalting ends, for we are not our own. We’re to use for good our
overflowing gifts, letting God use them to make us more like His Son—more
holy, more beautiful, more honoring to our Father. They are ours to prepare
us for our incredible destiny of sharing God’s glory—of becoming “everlasting
splendors,” perfect in beauty and shining like the stars forever (C.S. Lewis,
The Weight of Glory).
The Lord dwells in us and we in Him—and He desires to dwell there
ever more fully. Our continuing aim is to be “mature and full grown in the
Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13, NLT).
p. 106
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(All That Really Matters by Sheila Walsh) Colorado Springs, CO: Waterbrook
Press. Copyright – Sheila Walsh, 2003.
We are to let the “lights” of our own spiritual lives shine so brightly that no
one could possibly miss the glow.
I never miss a prayer meeting! you may be thinking. But have you
forsaken your first love?
I give more than I have to! But have you forsaken your first love?
I stick with my husband even though I’m miserable! But have you
forsaken your first love?

I honor God even though he hasn’t given me the desires of my heart!

But have you forsaken your first love?

I serve God faithfully in spite of everything I’ve suffered! But have you
forsaken your first love?
We can’t sidestep the issue of loving God with all our passion and
strength. God wants our hearts, not just our hands.
p. 154

(Christ/Life by Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth
Myers, 2005.

Father, although in the flesh I’m proud and self-serving,
I accept my position in Christ as a created being,
in total need of You, glorying in You alone.
In myself I’m empty and incomplete, but in Your Son
I’m filled and complete. I’m lacking nothing, because He
more than compensates for my lack at every point of need.
Because of the love You have lavished upon me, my life overflows
with Your blessings. You fill and satisfy me. You grant
me everything I need. You enflame my heart with joy.
More and more may my fullness from you overflow in love and praise
to You and in love and service to those around me—my brothers
and sisters in Christ and those who do not yet know You.
p. 107

Thank you again that in Christ I am filled to overflowing.
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v. 4 But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of
the end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 4:
“‘This is a confidential report, Daniel, for your eyes and ears nly.
Keep it secret. Put the book under lock and key until the end. In the
interim there is going to be a lot of frantic running around, trying to
figure out what’s going on.’
p. 1606
Back in verse 1 we had the phrase “At that time” used TWICE:
1.

“At that time, Michael, the great price” and

2.

“But at that time your people—everyone.”

Now, here in verse 4, we have that loaded phrase again:
“UNTIL THE TIME OF THE END.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles the remaining verses:
CONCLUSION (12:4-13)
p.1373

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this verse:
Sealing of the book (12:4)
p. 1373
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
Understandably Daniel and his immediate readers could not have
comprehended all the details of the prophecies given in this book . . . Not
until history continued to unfold would many be able to understand these
prophetic revelations. But God indicated that an increased understanding of
what Daniel had written would come. People today, looking back over
history, can see the significance of much of what Daniel predicted. And in the
time of the end . . . the words of this book that have been sealed (kept intact)
will be understood by many who will seek to gain knowledge from it. This
will be in the Tribulation . . . Even though Daniel’s people may not have fully
understood this book’s prophecies, the predictions did comfort them. They
were assured that God will ultimately deliver Israel from the Gentiles and
bring her into His covenanted promises.
p. 1373

Bible.org says:
Verse 4 contains Daniel’s instructions to conceal what has been revealed to
him.
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 12:1-13 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

Young says:
To Dan. is given the injunction to shut up (i. e., guard, preserve, protect, as in
8:26) the words which have just been revealed to him (i. e., 10:2-12:3) and to
seal (for the sake of preserving) the book (the book in which these words are
found).
p. 257

He then says further:
There is a strain of sadness in these words. The written revelation of God is
in the world, but men heed it not. Instead, they look for knowledge where it
is not to be found.
p. 258
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Blair says:
Tregelles says of the phrase, “many shall run to and fro,” that it really
means, “Many shall scrutinize (the book) from end to end.” Thousands who
up until the end time had no interest or concern in the Word of God will
suddenly turn to the Scriptures in an attempt to seek the answer for the
then-present world dilemma.
p. 241

McGee says:
“Many shall run to and fro.” I personally believe that this refers to
running up and down the Bible in the study of prophecy—many shall search
it through and through. There is a serious study of prophecy being made by
many scholars today which has not been done in the past.
pp. 604–5

He says further:
“Knowledge shall be increased.” I believe this means knowledge of
prophecy. It is true that knowledge has increased in every field today, but
this refers primarily to the study of prophecy.
p. 605

Miller says:
With 12:3 the vision proper ends. The remainder of the book contains
the admonition to preserve the prophecy, information concerning the
duration of history’s final phase, and various personal remarks and promises
to Daniel.
p. 320
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Campbell says:
It seems best to understand this cryptic expression to mean that people
in the Tribulation will run about seeking answers to questions about the
climactic events of their times and that they will find those answers through
increased knowledge of the Book of Daniel.
An increased knowledge of the Scriptures in our crisis times would also
provide men the answers they so desperately seek.
p. 141

Patrick & Lowth say:

Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.] Many

shall be inquisitive after truth, and keep correspondence with others for their
better information; and the gradual completion of this and other prophecies,
shall direct observing readers to form a judgment concerning these
particulars which are yet to be fulfilled.
p. 684

Jeremiah says:
God told Daniel, “But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the
scroll until the time of the end. Many will go here and there to increase
knowledge” (Dan. 12:4). God was saying several things. “Daniel, there is no
more information coming. That’s the last word. Put a period at the end of
the book.” Also, “Make sure this book is preserved, because it is going to
come into great meaning at a time in the future.”
There is a time in the future when an understanding of the Book of
Daniel will be even greater than it is now. I believe that will be in the time of
the end when many are going to be running back and forth, trying to figure
out what is happening in their world. Ultimately, they are going to discover
answers to their questions in this book we have been studying.
p. 242
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Keil & Delitzsch title this last section:
Chap. xii. 4–13 The Close of the Revelation of God and of the Book.
p. 484

Lucas says:
The second half of the verse alludes to the words of Amos 8:11–12
concerning a ‘famine . . . of hearing the words of the LORD’.
p. 296

Baldwin says:

Shut up the words implies keeping them safely until the time when
they will be needed, much as a present is kept a treasured secret until the
day for presentation arrives. Seal the book has the double sense of
authenticating and of preserving intact . . .
p. 206

Boice says:
In this last chapter of Daniel there is emphasis on understanding—
a lack of understanding by the wicked and a desire for understanding by the
righteous. But to see what is involved it is necessary to go back to the closing
sentence of verse 4, which says, “Many will go here and there to increase
knowledge.” Going “here and there” is a Hebrew idiom suggesting a frantic
but futile pursuit of something illusive (cf. Amos 8:11-12). So the idea is that
in the last days people will embark on a pursuit of knowledge, thinking that
it will lead to understanding, but they will not find it.
There are few things more characteristic of our age than this. At no
time in the history of the world have more things been known by more
people. Education is a major industry. Yet at no time have people seemed
more to lack understanding. Millions do not even know who they are, let
along why they are or what they are doing.
p. 119
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Dykes says this about the “INCREASE [IN] KNOWLEDGE”:
Isaac Newton has been called the father of modern physics. He was a
committed Christian and one of the first scientists to see God’s hand in the
orderly design of the universe. Harold Wilmington wrote that in 1680 Sir
Isaac Newton read these same words in Daniel and commented, “Personally,
I cannot help but believe that these words refer to the end of the times. Men
will travel from country to country in an unprecedented manner. There may
be some inventions which will enable people to travel much more quickly
than they do now.”1 Isaac Newton went on to suggest that this speed might
exceed fifty miles per hour! When the French atheist Voltaire read that
Newton had suggested that people would travel so quickly, he scoffed, “See
what a fool Christianity makes of an otherwise brilliant man! Here a
scientist like Newton actually writes that men may travel at the rate of forty
to fifty miles per hour. Has he forgotten that if a man would travel at this
rate he would be suffocated? His heart would stand still!”2
The space shuttle astronauts currently travel at speeds in excess of
eighteen thousand miles per hour. Daniel was right, and Isaac Newton was
on the right track in understanding what Daniel was saying. From Daniel’s
time (530 B.C.) until a little more than one hundred years ago, the fastest a
man could travel was on horseback at a top speed of thirty miles per hour, for
short bursts only. During the past one hundred fifty years, we’ve witnessed
the advent of the train, the automobile, the jet, and spacecraft. Until it was
recently retired, one could fly from New York City to Paris in three hours on
the Concorde.
We are also witnessing a mind-boggling information explosion. Just as
the Industrial Age revolutionized the world, the current Information Age is
creating changes faster than we can adapt. Never before has so much
information been made available to so many people. At this writing, people
don’t even need a desktop or a laptop to access cyber information. I can
connect to the Internet on my handheld PDA and cell phone. Computers are
smaller and faster and they run everything today. The four most dreaded
words in business are our computers are down. When that happens, most
offices have to close. We have become ever computer dependant.
pp. 132–33

Daniel/Study24 – Daniel 12:1-13.doc

67
(Famine in the Land by Steven J. Lawson) Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright –
Steven J. Lawson, 2003.
In a revealing interview, Billy Graham was asked, “If you had to live
your life over again, what would you do differently?” His answer is
noteworthy. “One of my great regrets is that I have not studied enough.
I wish I had studied more and preached less. People have pressured me into
speaking to groups when I should have been studying and preparing. Donald
Grey Barnhouse said that if he knew the Lord was coming in three years, he
would spend two of them studying and one preaching.”24 There is no
substitute for the man of God being a diligent student of the Word of God!
p. 89
This present-day “famine” of “hearing the words of the Lord” (Amos
8:11) must be traced back to a famine of preaching the Word. Surely John
Scott is right when he observes, “The low level of Christian living is due more
than anything else to the low level of Christian preaching.”51 May preachers
today expound the Book, the whole Book, and nothing but the Book—so help
them God!
pp. 98-99
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v. 5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this
bank of the river and one on the opposite bank.

Peterson paraphrases verse 5:
“As I, Daniel, took all this in, two figures appeared, one standing on
this bank of the river one on the other bank.
p. 1606
Daniel mentions HIMSELF 17 TIMES in this chapter.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these remaining verses:
Questions concerning the Great Tribulation (12:5-13)

p. 1373

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further:
This section (vv. 5-13) includes two requests (one by an angel and one
by Daniel) and two angelic replies. The first request is in verses 5-6, and the
first answer is in verse 7. The second question is in verse 8, and the second
reply is in verses 9-13. Evidently two angels had attended the angelic
messenger, who was probably Gabriel . . . One of the angels across the river .
. . called to an angel standing by Gabriel (the one clothed in linen; . . . and
asked, How long will it e before these astonishing things are fulfilled? “These
astonishing things” probably refer to the events recorded in 11:36-45, which
pertain to Israel’s final occupation by the coming Gentile ruler.
p. 1373
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Bible.org says:
. . . a final vision of two angels and of the glorified Lord, raises and answers
the question, “How long will these wonders be?” Verses 8-13, the final
paragraph, explore the outcome of the events.
(www.Bible.org commentary on Daniel 12:1-13 by Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M.)

Gangel says:
The man clothed in linen is surely the same being of 10:5-6 who has
moved from the bank to a position above the waters of the river. This
business of standing on water has led some to emphasize that this linen-clad
figure must be the preincarnate Christ. But standing over water seems a
simple trick for an angel, so interpretation here probably comes down to
whatever readers concluded in chapter 10.
p. 323
The picture that Daniel paints for us in verse 5 is that there are TWO
ANGELIC BEINGS and they are standing on the opposite sides of the river.
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(What the Bible Says About Angels by Dr. David Jeremiah) Sisters, OR:
Multnomah Publishers. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 1996.
Angels are just a means of communication from the God who communicates.
Through what angels say and do, God personally expresses his friendship to
us and his fatherhood and much more. What’s important is the message
angels bring—not the messengers themselves.
p. 61
In one of Daniel’s visions in Babylon, he saw God (whom he called “the
Ancient of Days”) on a flaming throne surrounded by angelic beings:
“Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before him” (Daniel 7:10).
The same language is echoed in John’s vision of God’s throne in
Revelation 5:11.
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering

thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten
thousand. They encircled the throne . . .

Taken literally, “ten thousand times ten thousand” angels would be a
hundred million of them.
p. 76
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(What the Bible Says About Angels by Dr. David Jeremiah) Sisters, OR:
Multnomah Publishers. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 1996.
To their benefit, angels have never known such worry or any
depression or despair. But they’ve also never known the stunning power of
the hope that can come after the hopelessness. Since they can’t say, “I know
what it’s like to be lost,” they also can’t say, “I know what it’s like to be
found.” They can’t imagine being overwhelmed with a burden of failure and
guilt, then one day to be overwhelmed with joy as the Holy Spirit ignites the
discovery in our heart that Jesus has come and forgiven it all.
A great hymn I heard often in my childhood comes to mind here. I
remember our singing “Holy, Holy, Is What the Angels Sing” in special
services and evangelistic crusades in the church my father pastured. It was
written in 1924 by Rev. Johnson Oatman Jr. and John R. Sweeney, and the
chorus goes,
Holy, Holy, is what the angels sing.
And I expect to help them make the courts of heaven ring.
But when I sing redemption’s story, they will fold their wings,
for angels never felt the joy that our salvation brings.
As great and mighty as angels are, they can only guess at the joy of a
single moment when the Lord Jesus wipes a tear from our eye and the stain
from our heart.
p. 111
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v. 6 One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters
of the river, “How long will it be before these astonishing things are
fulfilled?”

Peterson paraphrases verse 6:
One of them asked a third man who was dressed in linen and who
straddled the river, ‘How long is this astonishing story to go on?’
p. 1606

Jeremiah says:
Daniel was still by the bank of the Tigris, receiving his last vision from
the angel, when he looked up and saw two angels, one on each side of the
river. He must have blinked his eyes and looked again, because hovering
over the river was a man clothed in linen. I personally believe this was the
Son of God. The angels began to ask questions that Daniel probably wanted
to ask. One said, “How long will it be before these astonishing things are
fulfilled?” (Dan. 12:6).
Who else would the angels seek information from if it weren’t from the
Lord? I think the angels were saying, “How long are we going to have to go
on with this? We would like to be discharged; we’re getting tired of fighting
with the demons.”
pp. 242–43

Feinberg says:
This chapter began with the onset of the Great Tribulation, and now one of
the angels asked the man clothed in linen how long it will last.
p. 185

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
This question of the angel refers to the final dealings of God in general,
Antichrist’s overthrow, and the resurrection. Daniel’s question (vs. 8) refers
to the more immediate future of his nation [AUBERLEN].
p. 764
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v. 7 The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted
his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear
by him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a time, times and half a
time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all
these things will be completed.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 7:
“The man dressed in linen, who straddled the river, raised both
hands to the skies. I heard him solemnly swear by the Eternal One
that it would be a time, two times, and half a time, that when the
oppressor of the holy people was brought down the story would be
complete.
p. 1606

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Gabriel answered the inquiring angel that those events will be fulfilled
in a time, times, and half a time, that is, in three and one-half years . . .
Though this final ruler will reign for seven years, the first half will be a time
of comparative peace for Israel. They will be enjoying the benefits of the
covenant this king will make with them . . . Israel will be “a land of unwalled
villages,” a land in which the people will be “without walls and without gates
and bars” . . . But the Antichrist will break that covenant . . . near the middle
of the 70th “seven” of years. Then the king of the South and the king of the
North will invade Israel . . . After destroying these two armies, this Gentile
king (the Antichrist) will move into Israel, occupy the land, and set up his
political and religious headquarters in Jerusalem . . . He will reign in
Jerusalem as king and god and will become the greatest persecutor Israel has
ever known . . . Israel’s power will be broken by this ruthless power, and then
at the end of the Tribulation all these things . . . will be completed.
p. 1373
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Concluding verse 7 we have the phrase:
“ALL THESE THINGS WILL BE COMPLETED.”
This will take us BACK to verse 4:
“until the time of the end.”
We have TWO REFERENCES in verse 1:
“at that time.”

Feinberg says:
This is an expressive clause that speaks of the violent persecutions the
Roman beast will inflict upon the remnant of Israel.
p. 185

Jeremiah says:
The Lord answered, “It will be for a time, times and half a time. When
the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be
completed” . . .
God said to the angel that the Great Tribulation is going to last three
and a half years, and during that time the people of Israel will have their
power shattered. The rebellious, disobedient Jews who refuse to embrace the
Lord Jesus as their Messiah are going to be destroyed, but one-third of them
will be saved.
p.243
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Gangel says:
That leaves us with one phrase to ponder: When the power of the holy
people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed. This refers
again to the impact of the tribulation and the suffering of Israel during the
three and one-half years. The resurrection and restoration will occur, and
God will wind up human history at that time. Comparison of this brief
statement with Zechariah . . . shows us that God needs to break the Jews
until they are willing to accept the Messiah.
p. 324

Showers says:
Christ’s answer to the angel’s question was twofold. First, He swore
that Antichrist will be able to persecute Israel “for a time, times, and half a
time.” As already noted from other passages, this amounts to three and onehalf years . . . It will be the latter three and one-half years of the seventieth
seven of years (Tribulation Period). Second, Christ indicated that
Antichrist’s persecutions of Israel will be completed as soon as the shattering
of Israel’s stubborn rebellion has been finished. As noted earlier, Israel’s
rebellion against God will stop at the end of the seventieth seven of years at
the second coming of Christ. At that time Israel will believe in Christ. In
other words, Christ was promising with a solemn oath that Antichrist’s
oppression of Israel will last only until it accomplishes its sovereignly
designed purpose—the conversion of Israel (v. 7).
p. 177

McGee says:
These verses return us to the vision which Daniel had seen at the beginning
of chapter 10.
“The man clothed in linen” has been previously identified as the
postincarnate Christ. Two others join Him here—one stands on one bank of
the Tigris River and the other on the opposite bank. One asks how long these
events will take, and the postincarnate Christ swears that it will be three
and one half years, which is the last half of Daniel’s Seventieth Week.
p. 605
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McGee says further:
“To scatter the power of the holy people” is a strange phrase. It may
mean that the rebellion of Israel will have finally been broken by the end of
the Great Tribulation Period and that there will have been a great turning to
God at that time.
p. 605

Slain Missionary Expected to Suffer for Christ
Missionary Karen Watson counted the cost of following Jesus. That’s why
she left a letter with her pastor before going to Iraq. She went to provide
humanitarian relief in the name of Jesus—but she was gunned down in the
country she came to serve.
The letter began, “You’re only reading this if I died.” It included gracious
words to family and friends, and this simple summary of following Christ:
“To obey was my objective, to suffer was expected, his glory my reward.”
“Missionary Slain in Iraq Mourned,” Los Angeles Times (3-17-04);
submitted by Bill White, Paramount, California
© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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v. 8 I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, “My lord, what will the
outcome of all this be?”

Peterson paraphrases verse 8:
“I heard all this plainly enough, but I didn’t understand it.
So I asked, ‘Master, can you explain this to me?’
p. 1606
Back in verse 6 the QUESTION of the angel was:
“How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?”
The SECOND QUESTION is here in verse 8:
“MY LORD, WHAT WILL THE OUTCOME OF ALL THIS BE?”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Then Daniel addressed a question to Gabriel, whom he called My lord
(a term of respect like “Sir” . . . Daniel asked, What will the outcome of all
this be? He wanted to know God’s program for Israel beyond the Tribulation
period. Little information about Israel’s blessings in the millennial reign
following the Second Advent of Christ had been given to Daniel, though he
did know that God’s eternal kingdom will be established and the saints will
possess (rule in) that kingdom. Many such prophecies had been given
through the prophets and more would be given through prophets who were
yet to come (Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi).
pp. 1373-74
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Leupold says:
The Hebrew reads: “I heard and was not understanding,” the perfect
being followed by an imperfect of attendant circumstance (K. S. 154), a
construction in which the subordinated imperfect is best rendered as above:
“without understanding.”
p. 541

Parker says:
What a noble counsellor this prophet will make! He tells us with great
frankness and brotherly-kindness that what he is talking about he does not
understand. That is the teacher we have been seeking all our lives. We want
the learned professor who will sometimes denude himself of his spectacles
and come before us and say, “Children, you know as much as I do about this,
and that is nothing at all.” I could trust that man.
p. 447
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v. 9 He replied, “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and
sealed until the time of the end.

Peterson paraphrases verse 9:
“‘Go on about your business, Daniel,’ he said. ‘The message is
confidential and under lock and key until the end, until things are
about to be wrapped up.
p. 1606
We have come again to another KEY PHRASE here in verse 9. We see in:
1.

verse 1—the phrase “at that time” was repeated TWICE,

2.

verse 4—“until the time of the end,”

3.

verse 7—“all these thing swill be completed,” and

4.

verse 9—“UNTIL THE TIME OF THE END.”

I am reminded of:
1 Chronicles 16:31 (NLT)
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice! Tell all the nations
that the LORD is king.
Isaiah 14:24
The Lord Almighty has sworn, “Surely, as I have planned, so it will be,
and as I have purposed, so it will stand.
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
As the angel already stated (v. 4), the words are to be closed up and
sealed (kept intact and thus made available) until the time of the end (the
second half of the 70th . . .
p. 1374

Leupold says:
The spirit of this answer is: “There is no use trying to get any farther
in the understanding of these matters; they simply will not be fully
understood until these things come to pass.” So Daniel is, in a way, being put
off. He is practically being told, “There is no use trying now; let well enough
alone.” He is not to become wrapped up in meditation and speculation and
stand still while engaged in that task. He is rather bidden: “Go thy way.”
A way of duty is mapped out before him. This way is to be followed.
p. 543

Miller says:
Gabriel (or Christ) tactfully replied, “Go your way, Daniel” (lit., “Go,
Daniel”). This is not a rebuke (additional information is provided in vv. 11-12
but simply indicates that the prophet should go on about his life and not be
concerned about his lack of knowledge because the vision related to the far
distant future.
p. 324
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Parker says:
What was the direction given to Daniel? It was a divine direction—
“Go thy way, Daniel”; in other words, Be at rest. The man was not ordered
off like a trespassing dog; he was quieted like a troubled heart: Sit down, be
at rest, be quiet, wait, expect. That is God’s answer to us all in our eagerness
and our impatience. Daniel wanted to know “the end.” That is precisely
what we may not know. We have nothing to do with the end; what we have
to do with is the beginning and the middle, and every intermediate point in
the series of points. The end hath God reserved unto himself. All that he has
told us about it is that it shall be well. Will he bring all the crooked lines
quite straight? He says he will.
p. 448
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v. 10 Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will
continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but those
who are wise will understand.

Peterson paraphrases verse 10:
To populace will be washed clean and made like new. But the wicked
will just keep on being wicked, without a clue about what is
happening. Those who live wisely and well will understand what’s
going on.’
pp. 1606-1607

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
In that period of time many Jews will turn to the Savior . . . and as a result
(will be spiritually purified . . . spotless and refined. But the wicked will
continue in their ways, following and worshiping the Antichrist, the world
ruler. What God revealed to Daniel will continue to be obscure to them . . .
but the wise . . . will understand.
p. 1374
There are FOUR THINGS we need to see as part of the process of God’s work
in their lives. “MANY WILL BE”:
1.

“PURIFIED,”

2.

“MADE SPOTLESS,” and

3.

“REFINED.”

But, in CONTRAST:
“THE WICKED WILL CONTINUE TO BE WICKED. NONE OF THE
WICKED WILL UNDERSTAND, BUT THOSE WHO ARE WISE
WILL”:
4.

“UNDERSTAND.”
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“PURIFIED,”
“MADE SPOTLESS,”
“REFINED,” and
“UNDERSTAND.”
What more could you ask about the days that are ahead?
2 Timothy 3:12-13
And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted. But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to
worse, deceiving and being deceived.
There are TWO THINGS that are said about the “WICKED”:
1.

“THE WICKED WILL CONTINUE TO BE WICKED” and

2.

“NONE OF THE WICKED WILL UNDERSTAND.”

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9
and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in
flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and
to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. And these will
pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of His power,
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Keil & Delitzsch say:
The first clause of this verse is interpreted from ch. [11]. 35. The being
purified is effected through tribulation and affliction, which the people shall
endure to the end. The prophecy shall serve for the gaining of this object. It
is true, indeed, that this perfection shall not be attained by all; they that are
ungodly shall remain ungodly still, and therefore they do not come to the
understanding of the words which all the wise shall gain
p. 496
Isaiah 48:10-11
See, I have refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you in the
furnace of affliction. For my own sake, for my own sake, I do this.
How can I let myself be defamed? I will not yield my glory to another.
Job 23:10
But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come
forth as gold.

(Holiness: The Heart God Purifies by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, Illinois:
Moody Publishers. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2004.
You and I will never experience appropriate grief and brokenness over
our sin until we come to see that our sin is against God.
p. 72
The more ground you concede to sin, the more you dull your capacity for
truth. As your conscience is violated, you gradually lose your moral
compass—your ability to discern right from wrong. You start to think black
is white and down is up. You become blind to the seriousness and extent of
your sin.
When others try to point out those blind spots, rather than humbling
yourself and admitting your fault, you defend yourself to insist you’ve been
misjudged. You begin to think you can get by with sinning, that somehow
you can be an exception to the rule, and that you will escape sin’s
consequences.
p. 77
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(Holiness: The Heart God Purifies by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, Illinois:
Moody Publishers. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2004.
To be holy is to appropriate His holiness as our own. As Oswald
Chambers reminds us,
The one marvellous secret of a holy life lies not in imitating Jesus, but
in letting the perfections of Jesus manifest themselves in my mortal
flesh. Sanctification is “Christ in you.” . . . Sanctification is not
drawing from Jesus the power to be holy; it is drawing from Jesus the
holiness that was manifested in Him, and He manifests it in me.10
10. Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest, July 23.

p. 103

No amount of striving or self-effort can make us holy. Only Christ can
do that. As we turn our eyes upon Him, we will find Him to be our “priceless
treasure, source of purest pleasure.”11 We will begin to desire Him—His
beauty, His righteousness—more than we desire the sparkling enticements
this world has to offer. And we will be transformed into His likeness.
11. “Jesus, Priceless Treasure,” words by Johann Franck, translated from German into
English by Catherine Winkworth.

p. 104

(Praise in the Presence of God by Jack Hayford) Nashville, TN: J.
Countryman / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Jack Hayford, 2003.
Simply put, to function with spiritual authority requires that I live in
purity.
p. 104
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(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL:
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.
Leonard Ravenhill was a faithful servant of the Lord whose books and
sermons on revival have inflamed the hearts of millions. At four o’clock one
morning, just days before he went to meet the Master at the age of eightynine, he penned these words that I have displayed in my study as a reminder
of what it means to be a bondservant of the Lord:
Lord, engage my heart today
with a passion that will not pass away.
Now torch it with Thy holy fire
that nevermore shall earth’s desire
invade or quench the heaven born power.
I would be trapped within Thy holy will,
Thine every holy purpose to fulfill,
that every effort of my life
shall bring rapturous praise to my eternal King.
I pledge from this day to the grave
to be Thine own, unquestioning slave.
p. 84

Lord, grant that this prayer shall be our own. Amen.

(The Purity Principle by Randy Alcorn) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright –
Eternal Perspective Ministries, 2003.
We are creatures of habit—God’s Spirit can empower us to form new habits.
By choosing to turn away from sexual temptation, by making a
covenant with my eyes—and by God’s enabling grace—I choose the path of
life and the blessings that come with it. When I say no to temptation, I say
yes to God. He is pleased and glorified.
And no one benefits more than I do.
p. 50
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Wesley’s High Standard for Methodists
John Wesley lived a disciplined life and was not afraid to hold other
Methodists to a similar standard. His journal gives the impression that he
spent as much time throwing people out of Methodist societies as he did
persuading them to come in.
During one early visit to Bristol, he purged almost 20 percent of the society
for sins including drunkenness, dishonest business practices, gossip, theft,
arguing in public, and cheating on taxes.
Later, when he found a whole group of Methodists whose behavior was
substandard, he “told them in plain terms that they were the most ignorant,
self-conceited, self-willed, fickle, intractable, disorderly, disjointed society
that I knew in three kingdoms.” Evidently the group listened well, for
Wesley reported that “many were profited” and not one was offended.
Citation: Charles Edward White, “Spare the Rod and Spoil the Church,”
Christian History (Issue 69)
© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
Romans 8:18
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.
1 Peter 4:12-13
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which
comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were
happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of
Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you
may rejoice with exultation.
1 Peter 4:19
Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust
their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.
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1 Peter 5:10-11
And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who
called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm,
strengthen and establish you. To Him be dominion forever and ever.
Amen.
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v. 11 “From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the
abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.

Peterson said this in verse 10:
To populace will be washed clean and made like new. But the wicked
will just keep on being wicked, without a clue about what is
happening. Those who live wisely and well will understand what’s
going on.’
pp. 1606-1607

Peterson paraphrases verse 11:
“From the time that the daily worship is banished from the Temple
and the obscene desecration is set up in its place, there will be 1,290
days.
p. 1607
There are TWO HAPPENINGS here that will mark the TIME:
1.

“THE DAILY SACRIFICE IS ABOLISHED” and

2.

“THE ABOMINATION THAT CAUSES DESOLATION IS SET
UP.”

From the time of those two happenings:
“THERE WILL BE 1,290 DAYS” left until the coming of Christ to set
up His Kingdom.
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The angel said that 1,290 days will be measured off from the time that
the daily sacrifice is abolished (cf. 9:27, “he will put an end to sacrifice”) and
the abomination that causes desolation is set up (cf. 9:27, “one who causes
desolation will place abominations on a wing of the temple”). The last half of
the 70th “seven” of years is “a time, times, and half a time” (7:25; Rev.
12:14), which is three and one-half years. It is also designated as 42 months .
. . or 1,260 days . . . How then can the variance of 30 days (1,290 compared
with 1,260) be explained? Some suggest that the 30 days will extend beyond
the end of the Tribulation, allowing for the judgment of Israel and the
judgment of the nations. Another possibility is that the 1,290 days will begin
30 days before the middle of the 70th “seven” of years when the world ruler
will set up “the abomination that causes desolation” (Matt. 24:15). The 1,290
days could begin with an announcement (about the abomination) made 30
days before the abomination is introduced. This abomination, as stated
earlier, will be an image of himself (Rev. 13:14-15) and will be the symbol of
this religious system.
p. 1374

Miller says:
In 12:6-7 Daniel had already revealed that the great tribulation will
last for three and one-half years (approximately 1,260 days in round
numbers, figuring thirty days per month). Here the figure 1,290 days is
introduced. What then is the purpose of the extra thirty days? The text
simply states that 1,290 days will transpire from the time the Antichrist
begins his persecution until some unspecified event thirty days after the
tribulation ends. Baldwin takes the numbers symbolically to emphasize that
the saints should persevere “to the end.”162 Archer believes that the three
and one-half years is an approximate number, and the 1,290 days is the more
exact figure for the length of Antichrist’s persecution in the great
tribulation.163 Certainty is not possible, but Wood is most likely correct in
proposing that the extra days will be the time in which the nations are
judged by the Lord immediately following his return (cf. Matt 25:31-46).164
pp. 325–26
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McGee says:
The importance of this verse cannot be over-emphasized as the Lord Jesus
referred to it in Matthew 24:15—“When ye therefore shall see the
abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy
place, whoso readeth, let him understand).” This is the signal to the remnant
that the Great Tribulation has begun.
p. 605

Showers says:
In verses eleven and twelve Christ referred to two different amounts of
future days—1,290 days and 1,335 days. Both sets of days will begin at the
same time—the middle of the seventieth seven of years when Antichrist will
end the regular sacrifices at the Temple and will set up his image in that holy
place. Since the latter half of the seventieth seven of years will consist of
1,260 days, both of these sets of days will extend beyond the end of the
Tribulation Period and second coming of Christ. The 1,290 days will go thirty
days beyond; the 1,335 days will extend to seventy-five days beyond.
Christ did not give the significance of these two sets of days, but the
fact that He referred to them seems to indicate that they will end on the
dates of important events. At this time only an educated guess can be made
concerning what those important events will be. First, it may be that the
1,290 days will end on the day that will conclude the judgments to take place
after the second coming. The Scriptures teach that Christ will judge Israel
and the Gentiles (the people who will survive the Tribulation Period alive)
after His return and before the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom of
God . . . The purpose of this judgment will be to separate the believers and
unbelievers, so that the believers can enter the Millennial Kingdom of God
and the unbelievers can be removed from the earth in judgment. It may take
thirty days after the second coming of Christ to finish these judgments.12
Second, perhaps the 1,335 days will end on the day that will begin the
Millennial Kingdom of God. Once the judgments determining who can enter
that kingdom have been concluded, it may take another forty-five days to
form the government structure necessary to operate the kingdom.13 The
Scriptures indicate that the saints will reign with Christ in the Millennial
Kingdom (Rev. 20:4-6). After the saints and unbelievers have been
separated, it will take time to appoint saints to different government posts
and to inform them of their various responsibilities.
Christ said: “How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the
1335 days!” In light of this strong statement, it is apparent that whatever
will happen or begin on the 1,335th day is both “good and desirable.”14 The
word translated “he who keeps waiting” means one who waits earnestly.15
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Certainly the Tribulation saints will wait earnestly for the Kingdom of God to
come as they face the horrors of the war that Antichrist will wage against
them. As a result of the preserved revelation of the Book of Daniel, they will
understand that, once the Kingdom of God begins, never again will they be
threatened by the terrors produced by man’s attempt to rule the earth apart
from God.
The sets of 1,290 and 1,335 days are significant for at least two other
reasons. First, they indicated that some Jews will survive God’s chastening
program and will enter the Millennial Kingdom of God to enjoy its blessings.
This would have reassured Daniel that, in spite of the horrors of the future,
a remnant of Israel would be preserved. The nation would survive. Second,
the fact that these sets of days will extend beyond the seventieth seven of
years and second coming indicates that time will not end and the future
eternal state will not begin at the second coming of Christ. The twenty-four
hour day cycle of the solar system and the history of the earth will continue
after the Lord’s return (vv. 11-12).
pp. 179–81

Feinberg says:
Nevertheless, this verse mentions 1290 days; why the additional thirty
days? They may have been included as the time needed for the Lord Jesus
Christ to purge “out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who
commit lawlessness” . . . The visible coming of the Lord, however, will occur
at the end of the 1260 days of the Great Tribulation . . .
pp. 186–87
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v. 12 Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days.

Peterson paraphrases verse 12:
days.
p. 1607

“Blessed are those who patiently make it through the 1,335

It was:
“at that time”—twice in verse 1,
“until the time of the end”—verse 4,
“all these things will be completed”—verse 7,
“until the time of the end”—verse 9, and now just
“THE END”—here in verse 12.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Blessing is pronounced on one who waits for and lives to see the end of
the 1,335 days. This is an additional45 days beyond the 1,290 days
. . . Forty-five days after the end of the Tribulation Israel’s long-awaited
blessing will be realized. This may mark the blessing of the Millennium; or it
may be when Christ, who will have appeared in the heavens . . . 45 days
earlier, will actually descend to the earth, His feet touching down on the
Mount of Olives . . . For believers Christ’s coming is a blessing and a glorious
hope.
p. 1374
“BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO [PATIENTLY] WAITS FOR [PERSEVERES]
AND REACHES THE END OF THE 1,335 DAYS.”
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Feinberg says:
The additional days must somehow be necessary in God’s economy for the full
establishment of Messiah’s glorious kingdom on earth, on the throne of David
. . . There are blessings in store for those who will rise at that hour!
p. 187

Miller says:
Another puzzling number is introduced in v. 12. “Blessed . . . “very
happy” . . . is the one who waits for [or “longs for”] and reaches the end of the
1,335 days.” Now an additional forty-five days has been appended to the
1,290 days, and those who endure to this time will experience great joy
(“blessed”). Again the question is, What will happen at the end of this 1,335day period? The tribulation is over; as a matter of fact, 1,335 days would be
seventy-five days after the tribulation ends. Once more dogmatism is not
proper, but it has been reasonably suggested that this date is the official
inauguration of the thousand-year reign of Christ on the earth.165 Wood
thinks that the extra forty-five days are needed to set up the millennial
government.166 Archer explains that these saints are called “blessed” because
“they are about to become citizens of the most wonderful society governed by
the most wonderful ruler in all human history—the millennial kingdom of
our Lord Jesus Christ!”167
p. 326

(Devotions and Prayers of F. B. Meyer compiled and edited by Andrew
Kosten) Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House. Copyright – Baker
Book House, 1960.
HOLY Father, give me grace to lay aside the works of darkness and to put on
the armor of light. May all self-indulgence, all that is earthly, selfish, and
unholy be put away, and may I not fail thee in the day of battle.
p. 69
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v. 13 “As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end
of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 13:
“And you? Go about your business without fretting or worrying.
Relax. When it’s all over, you will be on your feet to receive your
reward.”
p. 1607
Once again, here in verse 13, we have TWO MORE PHRASES:
1.

“TILL THE END” and

2.

“THE END.”

As you can see in the study, the verses are permeated with recognition of the
fact that this is not only the FINAL CHAPTER OF THE BOOK, it is the
wrap-up of God’s program—both for the world and for preparation for His
Kingdom and also for the life and ministry of Daniel.
It was:
“at that time”—twice in verse 1,
“until the time of the end”—verse 4,
“all these things will be completed”—verse 7,
“until the time of the end”—verse 9,
“the end”—verse 12, and now
“TILL THE END”—verse 13—and then “AT THE END.”
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Daniel did not live to see many of his prophecies fulfilled. He, the
angel said, would rest, that is, in death . . . But he will be resurrected (you
will rise at the end of the days), and he will receive his allotted inheritance in
the Millennium. Because of Daniel’s faith in God he led a life of faithful
service to Him, and for that faith and that obedience he will receive a glorious
reward. All who like Daniel trust the Lord will share in the blessings of His
millennial kingdom.
p. 1374

Leupold says:
As was the case in v. 9, Daniel is bidden to go on and to do his work by
following the course that God had mapped out for him. Taking the two
statements of the verse together, we must arrive at the conclusion that, when
Daniel does go his way, that will involve the fact that he will ultimately rest
in his grave. He will have to wait there “till the end comes.” But so sure is
the hope of the resurrection of God’s saints as is taught in v. 2 and elsewhere,
for that matter, that Daniel is to look forward to the prospect that he will
“rise again for his lot.”
p. 548

He says further:
As far as Daniel is concerned, the ultimate fulfillment is too far removed for
him to live to see it without having passed through death first. But the “end
of days” will bring the general resurrection and the rewards and the blessings
for the godly as the beginning of the chapter so gloriously taught. Thus the
book closes with a ringing note of victory—also a comfort for troublous times.
p. 549
I take it that Daniel is 91 years of age at this year—534 B.C.—and that he
lives until his 95th birthday—530 B.C.—which is the very beginning of the
fulfillment of the prophecies which he had been used by the Lord to reveal.
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Gangel says:
The angel repeated his command to the prophet, go your way, but this
time the word seems more permanent. Daniel will rest, and then at the end of
the days would be resurrected to receive his allotted inheritance . . .
Wood picks up on the obvious but important point: “If Daniel is to be resurrected
at this time, then other Old Testament saints will likely be resurrected at the
same time, thus giving evidence regarding the probable time for the resurrection
of Old Testament saints” (Wood, Daniel, p. 158).
p. 326

Jeremiah says:
Daniel was in his nineties. He was about ready to check out. God had
given him all this wonderful truth, and now it’s over.
He said, “Go back to what you were supposed to be doing. Get
involved. Take care of your responsibilities.”
When we study prophecy, we got so enamored with the mystery of it all
that we neglect to focus on the reason for our study. God wants us to get so
stirred up that we share this knowledge with others. Get involved in the
lives of others and pass on these timeless truths.
Then God told Daniel, “Go your way now, my friend, you deserve to
rest. But you are going to be resurrected. One day you are going to arise!”
What a great promise. Daniel’s long, strange, wonderful journey was
about to end. No more would he be the target for cruel, jealous office seekers.
He had seen the last of the den of hungry lions. His righteous soul would
cease to be plagued by the sins of Jew or Gentile. Daniel would rest and
await the resurrection morning, when he will be richly rewarded by his
wonderful Redeemer and King.
When our work is done, may we hear the wonderful words of our Lord,
“Go and rest.”
p. 245
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Jeremiah says finally:
Last, there is the promise of reward. God told Daniel he would receive
an inheritance at the end of his days.
We know that Daniel spent all of his life away from his homeland in a
foreign culture. He died as an exile, but someday, God said, he would be a
part of the redistribution of the land in the kingdom age. Daniel had a
special reservation to be with the Lord.
At the end of Daniel’s journey, God had another wonderful promise for
Daniel. He has told us that we may have a special reservation too.
We are living in the time of the end. Have we learned from the
experience of this man who lived more than twenty-five hundred years ago?
After our journey with Daniel, we should be able to read the
handwriting on the wall, just as he did in those centuries past.
p. 246

Boice says:
Finally, in the very last verse of the book Daniel is told to “go [his] way
till the end,” knowing that he would eventually rest and receive his
inheritance at the end of days. It was a way of telling him that, though the
days ahead would be bad, his task was to persevere and not waver in his
stand for God. So also with us. Is that what you are doing in this age? Are
you wise in spiritual things because you have filled your mind with God’s
written revelation? Do you spend time with God? And because you have
spent time with God, do you reflect his character to our darkened world? Do
you lead others to Christ? Are you God’s witness? This is what God has
given us to do. It is our commission and task and opportunity.
p. 124

Lucas say:
The book ends with an assurance to the seer that he will share in the
resurrection. The language of rest and arising from it picks up on the
imagery of death and resurrection as sleep and awakening used in 12:2.
p. 298
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Campbell says:
Finally, Daniel was told to go his way till the end of life would come
and he would rest in death, later to be raised to share in the glory of Christ’s
millennial kingdom (v. 13).
Thus the book that reveals so much about God’s plans for the nations
of the world closes with the comforting revelation that He also has a plan for
individuals. And that plan includes eternal life for those who believe.
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16).
p. 143
It is beautiful to hear the Lord say to Daniel when his work, as far as
prophecy is complete, he now can go his way. He will still experience the
Lord’s leading and direction right up to that final day of his entrance into
glory.

Young says:
The final word of comfort and assurance is given to the prophet. Go]—i.e.,
not, go thy way, but rather, go on as thou art until the end of life. Thou shalt
rest]—i. e., in the grave,8 and thou shalt arise to receive thy appointed
portion at the end (the consummation.) The end of the days is the final
period, the consummation. Thus the salvation of Dan. is announced; his part
or lot is to be that of the wise who turn many unto righteousness. Keil very
aptly closes his great work with the words, “Well shall it be for us if in the
end of our days we too are able to depart hence with such consolation of
hope.”
p. 264

Matthew Henry says:
It was a comfort to Daniel, it is a comfort to all the saints, that, whatever
their lot is in the days of time, they shall have a happy lot in the end of the
days. A believing hope and prospect of a blessed lot in the heavenly Canaan,
at the end of the days, will furnish us with living comforts in dying moments.
p. 1104
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Miller says:
God had revealed many wonderful truths to Daniel over the years, but
v. 13 implies that no more revelations would be granted him. The prophet
was now a very old man, and he was instructed to cease being anxious about
these matters and be satisfied with what he had been told for as long as he
lived (“go your way till the end”).168 Daniel would die (probably soon after
this vision) and “rest” from the labors of this life (and his body would rest in
the grave; . . . but “at the end of the days” he “will rise” (lit., “will stand,” be
resurrected) and “receive” his “allotted inheritance.” The promise of the
resurrection set forth in 12:2 is now specifically applied to Daniel.
“At the end of the days”169 refers to the end of this present age. The
prophet was not to be concerned, for he would be resurrected and receive an
“allotted inheritance”—a great reward and a part in the kingdom of God
(predicted in Daniel’s own prophecies) that will someday come upon the earth
and then continue into the eternal state. Keil has aptly commented: “Well
shall it be for us if in the end of our days we too are able to depart hence with
such consolation of hope!”170 This “consolation of hope” belongs to all who
have received Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. May every person who reads
these words be part of that great host of the redeemed who “will shine like
the brightness of the heavens” and “like the stars for ever and ever!”
pp. 326–27

Feinberg says:
The book of Daniel closes with a tender touch concerning the now-aged
prophet. He was told to go his way, the way of all flesh. He had lived to see
many of his prophecies fulfilled; others lay far beyond the horizon of his day,
centuries in the distant future.
When God finally sets into motion the consummation of the ages,
Daniel will be among those raised in the first resurrection “to everlasting life”
. . . His body will respond to the Lord’s command to “come forth” and enter
into eternal life . . . He will then receive his portion and will lose nothing of
the reward that was promised him.
p. 187
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Showers says:
Once again Christ commanded Daniel to go on in life without further
inquiry until he died. The Lord clearly indicated that he would die (“will
enter into rest”), but He also declared that Daniel would be resurrected from
the dead. The time of Daniel’s resurrection would be “at the end of the
days.”16 This meant that Daniel would take part in the resurrection of
believers at the second coming of Christ at the end of the days of the
seventieth seven of years—the resurrection which Christ had foretold in
Daniel 12:2.17 Since Daniel was an Old Testament saint, this would seem to
imply that the resurrection of Old Testament saints will take place at the
second coming of Christ at the end of the Tribulation Period.18
Christ told Daniel that he would be resurrected for his “allotted
portion” (“to receive his inheritance lot”).19 Since he will be resurrected at the
second coming, certainly part of his inheritance lot will be to enter and enjoy
the blessings of the future Kingdom of God which God had made known to
him in chapters two and seven . . . In light of the clear demonstration of God’s
sovereign rule over kingdoms, events and persons witnessed by Daniel during
his lifetime, he had every reason to believe that these personal promises to
him would be fulfilled.
p. 181

Keil & Delitzsch say:
After these disclosures regarding the time of the end, the angel of the Lord
dismisses the highly-favoured prophet from his life’s work with the
comforting assurance that he shall stand in his own lot in the end of the days.
p. 505
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Fyall says:
This verse finely illustrates the habitual emphasis of biblical eschatology.
This always has two sides: the first is to live faithfully in the present and the
second is the promise of future reward. Go your way is a reminder that, old
as he is, Daniel’s earthly life is to be lived for God until the very end. You
will rest probably echoes Isaiah 57:2: ‘Those who walk uprightly enter into
peace; they find rest as they lie in death.’ This suggests that he will soon die;
after all by now he is a very old man. However, that is temporary. He is to
be one of the wise of verses 2 and 3 who will be raised to be part of an eternal
and glorious kingdom.
This is well expressed in the following benediction:
Now to God Almighty, whose plans for us do not end in death, to our
Lord Jesus Christ, who entered our world so that we might enter his,
and to the Holy Spirit, who works in our hearts constantly preparing
us for that great day, be all our praise and love until we meet him face
to face. Amen.5
pp. 194–95

Walvoord says in Every Prophecy of the Bible:
Daniel was told simply that he would go his way, that is, he would die, and
then at the end of days, namely, at the time of the second coming of Christ,
he would be resurrected, “As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest,
and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive you allotted
inheritance” (Dan. 12:13).
p. 279
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Walvoord says further in his commentary:
Anticipating that Daniel would not completely understand these
additional revelations, the angel informs him, “But go thou thy way till the
end be.” The angel predicts that Daniel will “rest,” that is, die, and “stand in
thy lot at the end of the days,” that is, be resurrected in the resurrection of
Daniel 12:2 and participate in the glorious triumph of Christ as the
millennial kingdom is inaugurated. Inasmuch as resurrected saints are
declared to reign with Christ . . . it is conceivable that Daniel, who reigned
under Nebuchadnezzar and Darius the Mede, will be allocated a future
executive responsibility in the kingdom of Christ on earth for which his
earthly experience could constitute a preparation.
p. 296

Phillips & Vines say:
Daniel’s days were drawing to a close. The angel turned to him with a final
prophecy, one for him personally. He would continue on his way. Death
would overtake him and he would rest. Time would pass. The things he had
seen and heard would be fulfilled. Empires would rise and fall. The Christ
would come, only to be cut off. The ages would pass. The antichrist would
come. The messiah would come again.
Yes, Daniel would rest in death, but that was by no means all for him.
He would stand in resurrection. He would receive his “lot” of inheritance. He
would enter into his reward and have his share in the glories yet to come.
Thus, abruptly, the book ends.
p. 203
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Stortz says:
Daniel 12:13 says, “As for you, go your way till the end.” The Lord is
not talking about the end of the reign of the Antichrist or the end of the
world, because Daniel would not live to see that day. When the Lord Jesus
uses the word “end” here for the fifth time, He is speaking of the end of
Daniel’s life. He tells Daniel two things in the face of the reality of his own
death.

You Must Live
The first message is this: “Until your death, Daniel, you must live.” The Lord
says in verse 13a, “As for you, go your way till the end.” And in verse 9 he
says, “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until
the time of the end.”
In the first phrase the Lord says, “Daniel, I have given you prophecies
that are beyond your comprehension. I want you to take that prophecy,
realizing that you will not understand it, and seal it (with seven seals) until
the time of the end.” What is absolutely magnificent is that when we read
the book of Revelation and come to chapter 5, we see John, the writer of
Revelation, weeping because he is standing before a book that is sealed. It
has been sealed for centuries, and he wants to know what is in the book. He
is weeping because he thinks no one has the power or the authority to open
the seals. An angel walks over to John and says in essence, “Do not weep!
See, the Lamb who is seated on the throne has the power and the authority to
break the seals” (vv. 5-7). He breaks the seals that have sealed up the
prophecies that were first revealed in the book of Daniel. The book of
Revelation repeats a lot of what is recorded in Daniel, but it tells us much
more about the coming of the Lord.
So in essence the Lord told the prophet, “Daniel, I don’t want you to
worry about the future right now. I want you to ‘go your way.’” The phrase
“Go your way” . . . means to live your life. Keep on doing what you are doing.
Don’t quit your job, and don’t sell your possessions. Live your life to the full.
This was true for Daniel, and it is true for you.
pp. 230–31
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Stortz says further:

Die Your Death
The Lord said to Daniel in essence, “Until your death you must live, but after
your death you will rest.” Daniel 12:13 ends by saying, “You will rest, and
then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.”
You will rest, you will rise, and then you’ll receive.
pp. 231–32

Haskell says:
DANIEL’S WORK WAS OVER. The story of the world was written. His
prophecy would stand until the end. He slept with his fathers, after more
than seventy years of faithful service in the courts of Babylon and Shushan.
Men could find no fault with him except concerning the law of his God, and
Jehovah called him a “man greatly beloved.”
pp. 264–65

Lange, speaking of verse 13, says:

Concluding exhortation and promise. But go thou thy way (rather, “on”) till

the end. . . . properly, “and thou,” with conclusive . . . but which may also be
taken in an adversative sense, because it leads over from the foregoing to the
close in an encouraging manner.
p. 269

Gowan says:
Finally, Daniel is offered a blessing. “Rest,” in this context probably
means death, since rising for his reward at the end of days clearly is a
promise that he will share in the resurrection of the wise promised in 12:8.
p. 155
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Longman says:
God knows that there is an end that he has determined, but we cannot figure
it out because we are not supposed to. Leave it to God, the angel says to
Daniel, and through him he speaks to us. Once again to Daniel, but also to
us, he says: “Go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of
days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance” . . .
This is a fitting conclusion for Daniel and for the book. You may suffer
now, but God has given you a glimpse of the coming glory. God will set
things right. Your reward is coming, but for now “go your way.” By these
words, God gives Daniel and all of his heirs the confidence to persist in the
light of continuing persecution and trouble.
p. 287

(Sanctuary: Finding Moments of Refuge in the Presence of God by David
Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2002.
We all would do well to remember that God did not save us to become
sensations, but rather to become servants.
p. 303

(The Good Life by Charles Colson with Harold Fickett) Wheaton, IL: Tyndale
House Publishers, Inc. Copyright – Charles Colson, 2005.
In his final days Bill Bright gave his staff a charge, which ended with
these words: “By faith, walk in His light, enjoy His presence, love with His
love, and rejoice that you are never alone; He is with you, always to bless!”
p. 337
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(The 8th Habit by Stephen R. Covey) New York, NY: Publisher. Free Press /
Simon & Schuster – FranklinCovey Co., 2004.

One ship drives east and another drives west
With the self same winds that blow.
‘Tis the set of the sails,
And not the gales,
That tells us the way to go.
Like the winds of the sea are the ways of fate;
As we voyage along through life,
‘Tis the set of a soul
That decides its goal,
And not the calm, or the strife.
p. 46

ELLA WHEELER WILCOX

When the morning’s freshness has been replaced by the weariness
of midday, when the leg muscles quiver under the strain, the climb
seems endless, and suddenly, nothing will go quite as you wish—
it is then that you must not hesitate.
p. 74

DAG HAMMARSKJÖLD

(To Fly Again by Gracia Burnham) Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright –
Gracia Burnham, 2005.
One of Martin’s stock encouragements to me in the jungle, when he
could see I was about to collapse, was “Just keep going, Gracia . . . who
knows, tomorrow you may get to go home.” Yes indeed! This world is not my
home, as the old gospel song says. I’m interested in the real home above.
People still come up to me with sober faces, now more than two years
later, and say, “I’m so sorry Martin died.” I take their hand and thank them
for their concern. But inside I’m thinking, Well, yes, death is a rotten thing.

But even worse would be to live a long life unhappily. I’m glad Martin lived a
full and happy life, even if it was short. I can’t change who I am, and I can’t
be sad when I think about him enjoying heaven. I wouldn’t wish him back
here.
pp. 178-79
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(All That Really Matters by Sheila Walsh) Colorado Springs, CO: Waterbrook
Press. Copyright – Sheila Walsh, 2003.
That’s the hard thing about finishing this race we’re in. We don’t know
what is around the corner. Perhaps we have fallen farther down the track
and have managed to get back up again, but what’s around the corner?
That’s when we need to return to the twelfth chapter of Hebrews: “Keep your
eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we’re in. Study how he
did it? (12:1, MSG). Jesus did it by total obedience to God the Father. His
love for God blazed through every day of his life.
p. 164

(How Now Shall We Live? by Charles Colson with Anne Morse) Wheaton, IL:
Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. Copyright – Prison Fellowship
Ministries, 2004.

Father, when I am sick or injured and the “anguish of the grave” comes upon
me, free me from the chains of fear. Comfort me with the knowledge that
when your Son willingly sacrificed his life, he freed me from the “cords of
death.”
p. 150
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WALKING AWAY
After winning a bronze medal in the 2004 Olympics in Athens,
wrestler Rulon Gardner took off his shoes, placed them in the center of the
mat, and walked away in tears. Through that symbolic act, Gardner
announced his retirement from the sport which had defined his life for many
years.
Times of walking away come to all of us, and they can be emotionally
wrenching. A loved one “walks away” in death. A child moves away from
home. We leave a job or a community and it feels as if we’ve left everything
behind. But when we know the Lord, we never have to walk into an
unknown future alone.
It’s worth pausing to reflect on how much the children of Israel walked
away from when Moses led them out of Egypt. They left the heavy burden of
slavery, but they also left everything stable and predictable they had ever
known. Later, when the Lord told Moses, “My Presence will go with you, and
I will give you rest” (Exodus 33:14), Moses replied, “If Your Presence does not
go with us, do not bring us up from here” (v.15).
During our most difficult times, our stability comes from the presence
and peace of God. Because He goes with us, we can walk into the future with
confidence.
—David McCasland

I never walk alone, Christ walks beside me,
He is the dearest Friend I’ve ever known;
With such a Friend to comfort and to guide me,
I never, no, I never walk alone. —Ackley
© 1952, The Rodeheaver Company

Every loss leaves a space that only God’s presence can fill.
(From Our Daily Bread, Wednesday, August 10, 2005)

Daniel/Study24 – Daniel 12:1-13.doc

110
I feel confident that Daniel’s experience at this moment is similar to that of
the APOSTLE PAUL in:
2 Timothy 4:6-8
For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of
my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have
loved His appearing.

One saint said:

“Life is not a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a
pretty and well preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside, thoroughly
used up, totally worn out, and loudly proclaiming . . .
WOW . . . WHAT A RIDE!”

—Lon Holden

Randy Galloway said of Billy Martin:
“He came, he went, he left a long skid mark.”
(source unknown)

Ruth Graham Bell said she wanted to her tombstone:
“End of Construction! Thanks for your Patience.”
(source unknown)
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: God has a sovereign purpose and plan for our lives that takes
us from the womb to the tomb.
LESSON #2: We have learned in this study that God uses suffering and
adverse circumstances to deal with sin in our lives, but also to mold
and make us and refine us so that we become more Christlike.
LESSON #3: Have you received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? Do
you have complete peace that your name has been recorded in the
Lamb’s book of life?
LESSON #4: There is a clear promise of resurrection both for the righteous
and the wicked in verse 2.
LESSON #5: The righteous will “awake to everlasting life” and the wicked to
“shame and everlasting contempt” (verse 2).
LESSON #6: “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth
souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30 KJV).
LESSON #7: It is in the crucible of suffering that “many are purified, made
spotless and refined” (verse 10).
LESSON #8: “Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice! Tell all the
nations that the LORD is king” (1 Chronicles 16:31 NLT).
LESSON #9: “The Lord Almighty has sworn, ‘Surely, as I have planned, so it
will be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand’” (Isaiah 14:24 NIV).
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Stortz says:
At many of the Christian funerals I perform, I love to end with the
words of Joni Eareckson Tada from her book, Heaven, Your Real Home.

p. 233

In C. S. Lewis’s Last Battle, the concluding book in the Chronicles of Narnia,
there was not the usual “and they lived happily ever after.” Instead, on the
last page of this book, after scores of exhilarating adventures and journeys in
all the previous books, C. S. Lewis wrote that now he had come to the
beginning of the real story. All the previous chapters of adventures in Narnia
had only been the cover and the title page. The real Chapter One was about
to begin, a story no one on earth had ever read, which would go on forever
and ever with each chapter better than the last.1

Showers says:
. . . it is imperative that believers personally saturate themselves with the
truth of the sovereignty of God, commit their lives to that truth and allow it
to affect their lives as it affected Daniel’s. It gave Daniel stability and
purpose in times of personal and world upheaval and crisis. It gave him
boldness and courage to live a godly life and to refuse to compromise the
truth of God in a pagan world that tried to humiliate the true God and to
pressure him into conformity with it. It provided him with insight and
understanding which his pagan contemporaries never had. These are
qualities God’s people need today in the midst of a world that becomes
increasingly unstable and irritated with the idea of God and the restraints of
His rule.
p. 185

Feinberg says:
What a beautiful conclusion this was for the man of God whose life was
devoted to the Lord! The same man who separated himself to the Lord in the
first chapter is the man who was promised an eternal inheritance in the last
chapter. No one ever errs when he allows God to make his choices for him;
and no man ever loses out when he is devoted to the Lord.
p. 187
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Ironside says:
To the Christian, the book of Daniel must ever be a precious and soulstirring record of the love and care of our gracious God, who always watches
over His own for blessing, no matter how dark the night, and who has given
us the sure word of prophecy as a light shining in the gloom, until the day
dawn and the Day-star arise in our hearts.
p. 246

Smith says:
We draw the study of this prophecy to a close, with the remark that it
has been with no small degree of satisfaction that we have spent what time
and study we have on this wonderful prophecy, and in contemplating the
character of this most beloved of men and most illustrious of prophets. God is
no respecter of persons; and a reproduction of Daniel’s character will secure
the divine favor as signally even now. Let us emulate his virtues, that we,
like him, may have the approbation of God while here, and dwell amid the
creations of his infinite glory in the long hereafter.
p. 394
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Wiersbe says:
But what was the source of this man’s courageous and resolute heart?
For the answer to that important question, let’s review the life of Daniel.
1. He believed in a sovereign God . . .
2. He had a disciplined prayer life . . .
3. He studied the Word of God and believed it . . .
4. He had an understanding of spiritual warfare . . .
5. He sought only to glorify God . . .
6. He realized that he had a work to do . . .
7. He was tactful and considerate . . .
8. He had insight into human history . . .
9. He lived up to his name . . .
pp. 150-157

(Don’t Waste Your Life by John Piper) Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books.
Copyright – Desiring God Foundation, 2003.
Death makes visible where our treasure is. The way we die reveals the worth
of Christ in our hearts. Christ is magnified in my death when I am satisfied
with him in my dying—when I experience death as gain because I gain him.
Or to say it another way: The essence of praising Christ is prizing Christ.
Christ will be praised in my death, if in my death he is prized above life.
p. 68
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(Heaven by Randy Alcorn) Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House. Copyright –
Eternal Perspective Ministries, 2004.
What a contrast to the perspective that Charles Spurgeon, his
contemporary, had on death: “To come to Thee is to come home from exile, to
come to land out of the raging storm, to come to rest after long labour, to
come to the goal of my desires and the summit of my wishes.”18
p. 7

18Charles

H. Spurgeon, Morning and Evening, April 25, morning reading.

(On Holy Ground: A Daily Devotional by Charles Stanley) Nashville, TN:
Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Charles Stanley, 1999.
Paul had a wonderful system for bypassing negative thinking and
potential defeat. He looked beyond his circumstances to the sovereignty of
God. He focused on the positive results of his ministry, not the personal pain.
In the end, the trials of Paul matured and strengthened his spiritual
walk. Even though you are hard-pressed on every side, Jesus will bring light
to all you are facing. Trust Him, and you will see His victory.
Dear God, fix my gaze on the finish line. Help me race with all my might
toward the goal. I rebuke negative thinking and potential defeat. I will
finish my journey in victory.
p. 377
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(The Hidden Smile of God: The Fruit of Affliction in the Lives of John
Bunyan, William Cowper, and David Brainerd by John Piper)
Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books / Good News. Copyright – John Piper,
2001.
And not just at the beginning of his walk with God, but also at the end
of his life, this is the truth that sustained him. On Saturday, September 19,
1747, less than three weeks before he died, he wrote about how God
sustained him in a moment of self-recrimination:
Near night, while I attempted to walk a little, my thoughts turned
thus, “How infinitely sweet it is to love God and be all for Him!” Upon
which it was suggested to me, “You are not an angel, not lively and
active.” To which my whole soul immediately replied, “I as sincerely
desire to love and glorify God, as any angel in heaven.” Upon which it
was suggested again, “But you are filthy, not fit for heaven.” Hereupon
instantly appeared the blessed robes of Christ’s righteousness which I
could not but exult and triumph in.34
34

Jonathan Edwards, The Life of David Brainerd, Norman Pettit, ed., The Works of
Jonathan Edwards, vol. 7 (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1985), p. 465

pp. 37-38
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(Laughter from Heaven by Barbara Johnson) Nashville, TN: W Publishing
Group / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Barbara Johnson, 2004.
A story appeared in our local newspaper describing the unusual death of a
woman in Santa Ana, California. While it’s always sad for those of us who
are left behind to say good-bye to a friend or loved one, this woman died in a
way that many of us would envy:
Giesela Lenhart was in full rapture as the Celebration Choir at
Calvary Church reached the final verse of “Lord, We lift Your Name on
High.” A tall woman, eyes closed, her outstretched arms seemed to
reach higher than anyone else’s in the riser’s back row. Her clear,
soprano voice rang out, “From the cross to the grave; from the grave to
the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high.”
The words meant a great deal to Giesela, who had accepted
Jesus as her savior Jan. 20, 1989. And who, at forty-one, may have
known more than her share of loneliness and heartache.
They were also her last words.
The final notes sung, her arms still upraised, she fell backward
off the riser, victim of a massive [fatal] heart attack.4
Reading that article, I couldn’t help but think, Wow! What a way to go!
The Newspaper quoted a friend who expressed the same idea: “It would have
to be . . . every Christian’s ideal: to go ‘home’ while singing praises to God.”
pp. 49-50
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Youth Pastor Witnessed through His Death
Ninie Hammon is the executive editor for The Southeast Outlook in
Louisville, Kentucky, but in 1988 she worked as a reporter for a small
newspaper in Lebanon, Kentucky. On May 14th of that year, newspapers
throughout the country carried the story of the bus crash where 24 children
and 3 adults died in what was called “the worst drunken driver accident in
Kentucky” history.
The bus carried the youth group of the First Assembly of God church in
Radcliff, Kentucky. Though Ninie did not cover the story, many of her
friends were reporters in the county where the children were from.
Witnesses who survived the crash told of one particular passenger, Chuck
Kytta, the youth minister of the church. Chuck was seated in the front of the
bus behind the driver, and when the gas tank exploded a heartbeat after the
collision, he was instantly encircled in flames.
When Chuck saw the flames around him, witnesses said, he looked up, lifted
his hands and cried out, “Jesus, I’m coming home!” Some of the kids said he
was smiling.
Ninie wrote, “I was not a Christian in 1988, so I couldn’t make any sense of
what Chuck did. Here’s this guy so cool a bunch of kids call him “Banana,”
standing in flames moments from a horrible death—and he’s smiling?”
No matter how hard she tried, Ninie could not erase from her mind the image
of Chuck. Ninie wrote, “The only way to explain how a man could calmly
accept, almost welcome, a painful death was to acknowledge that he
understood some great truth I didn’t, that he had something—faith? hope?
God, maybe? something!—I didn’t have. And try as I might, I couldn’t help
yearning for whatever he had that made death a thing to embrace rather
than to fear.”
Two years later, Ninie would come to Christ. She says, “Chuck Kytta planted
a seed in me that took root in my heart. One day, I will see Chuck in heaven.
I’ll tell him how the manner of his death pointed me toward eternal life.”
Ninie Harmon, “Jesus, I’m Coming Home,” The Southeast Outlook, Louisville,
Kentucky (5-12-05); submitted by Van Morris, Mt. Wash
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Teen Brought Luggage to Her Baptism
When Texas pastor Jim Denison was in college, he served as a summer
missionary in East Malaysia. While there he attended a small church. At
one of the church’s worship services, a teenage girl came forward to announce
her decision to follow Christ and be baptized.
During the service, Denison noticed some worn-out luggage leaning against
the wall of the church building. He asked the pastor about it. The pastor
pointed to the girl who had just been baptized and told Denison, “Her father
said that if she was baptized as a Christian she could never go home again.
So she brought her luggage.”
Raymond McHenry, Stories for the Soul (Hendrickson, 2001), p. 48;
submitted by Steve May, Humboldt, Tennessee
© 2005 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International
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(Christ/Life by Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth
Myers, 2005.

Lord God, You are my Liberator and Savior. Thank You for setting me
free from the disabling power of sin and death, and giving me a life
of fresh, new boldness in You. Help me to rise up and soar ever
higher in this new liberty. I know that the more I give You
the controls of my life, the freer I will be.
As I consider how limited and vulnerable I am, how encouraging
it is to hear You say, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength
is made perfect in weakness”! In new ways may Your power rest
upon me and govern me, so I can say with confidence,
“When I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9–10).
Thank You that I’m on the winning side; I’m an eternal victor
with You. I can face the future with boldness and without fear,
knowing that You will give the strength I need to be an
overcomer in any trial that comes my way.
Thank You especially for Your wise and trustworthy guidance, as day
by day You lead me in paths of righteousness for Your name’s sake.
Father, enable me to stand on these truths boldly and consistently,
with an ever-growing confidence in You.

p. 161
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