PART I
SESSION #4: Daniel 2:24-49
TEXT:
v. 24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute
the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute the wise men of
Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for him.”
v. 25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, “I have found a man
among the exiles from Judah who can tell the king what his dream means.”
v. 26 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you able to tell
me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?”
v. 27 Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can
explain to the king the mystery he has asked about,
v. 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your dream and the
visions that passed through your mind as you lay on your bed are these:
v. 29 “As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things to come,
and the revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to happen.
v. 30 As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have
greater wisdom than other living men, but so that you, O king, may know the
interpretation and that you may understand what went through your mind.
v. 31 “You looked, O king, and there before you stood a large statue—an
enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance.
v. 32 The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of
silver, its belly and thighs of bronze,
v. 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay.
v. 34 While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands.
It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them.
v. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were broken
to pieces at the same time and became like chaff on a threshing floor in the
summer. The wind swept them away without leaving a trace. But the rock
that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

A Practical Study of DANIEL

v. 36 “This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king.
v. 37 You, O king, are the king of kings. The God of heaven has given you
dominion and power and might and glory;
v. 38 in your hands he has placed mankind and the beasts of the field and the
birds of the air. Wherever they live, he has made you ruler over them all.
You are that head of gold.
v. 39 “After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to yours. Next, a third
kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth.
v. 40 Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron breaks
and smashes everything—and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush
and break all the others.
v. 41 Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay and
partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the
strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay.
v. 42 As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be
partly strong and partly brittle.
v. 43 And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will
be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay.
v. 44 “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush
all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.
v. 45 This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but
not by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the
silver and the gold to pieces. “The great God has shown the king what will
take place in the future. The dream is true and the interpretation is
trustworthy.”
v. 46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him
honor and ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him.
v. 47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the
Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this
mystery.”
v. 48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts
on him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed
him in charge of all its wise men.
v. 49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel
himself remained at the royal court.

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

2

INTRODUCTION:

(Received via e-mail from Bill Lawrence, September 2, 2003)
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(Received via e-mail from Bill Lawrence, September 2, 2003)
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(Received via e-mail from Bill Lawrence, September 2, 2003)
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(Received via e-mail from Bill Lawrence, September 2, 2003)

(Turkey Soup for the Sarcastic Soul: Finding God in the simple, stupid, and
sarcastic moments of life by Mike Williams) USA: CC Books. Copyright
– Mike Williams, 2001.
I just can’t believe those tribal people they show on National Geographic
really stand in front of a mirror and say, “Dude, this eight-inch chunk of
cedar tree imbedded in my lower lip and this pig bone in my ear look really
attractive. I will be a chick magnet at the rain dance tonight.”
p. 81

Mike G. Williams
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(Write ‘em Cowboy! by Peggy Godfrey) Lake City, CO: Peter Carlyle Elliot
Publishing. Copyright – Peggy Godfrey, 1993.
I Need Help
In the mornin’ when I get up
I feed orphan calves and lambs
Feels like I’m bartendin’
Happy hour at 6 a.m.
Next I feed the cats and dogs
The calf with frozen feet
Gets hay and grain to fatten
Then I check the sheep.
Time to fry my bacon
Pour some coffee in a cup
Scramble eggs and make the toast
While my toes are warming up.
Throw wet clothes in the dryer
Fold the batch that’s already dry
Call the dogs off the old white cat
And hope she doesn’t die.
At seven I call the horses in
To pick the one I’ll ride
Brush and saddle that one
Grain keeps ‘em occupied.
Oops, the trailer’s not hooked up
After yesterday’s trip to town
Gotta unload the diesel cans
And turn the truck around.
George is workin’ out of town
Be home on Friday night
I’ve come to see male chauvinists
In a new and different light.
I love the work I’m doin’
Wouldn’t trade this ranchin’ life
So I’ve purt near decided
George and I could use a wife.
pp. 34-35
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(Cowboy Slang: Colorful Cowboy Sayings! by Edgar R. “Frosty” Potter)
Phoenix, AZ: Golden West Publishers. Copyright - Edgar R. Potter,
1994.
Puny

• His cough sounded like an overture at a funeral.
• So weak he couldn’t lick his upper lip.
• So weak he had to lean against a post to spit.
pp. 57-58

Short

•
•
•
•

Sick

•

She wasn’t ankle high to a June bug.
Looked like he’d been sawed off at the pockets.
He couldn’t brag without a box to stand on.
Would have to borrow a ladder to kick a grasshopper
on the ankle.
p. 61
He was sufferin’ like a centipede with sciatic
rheumatism.
p. 62
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(When the Cowboys Come to Town! by Stephen Bly) Winchester, ID: Bly
Books. Copyright – Stephen Bly, 2000.
When A Cowboy Drinks
ESPRESSO
I’ve lived long enough to see it all,
at least I thought it so,
‘Till a rainy day at the ranch last Spring,
when they started servin’ espresso.
The west is changin’, so they say,
a fact I cannot hide.
Cowboys used to stand apart
with tradition, guts & pride.
Now we got men who call themselves ropers
wearin’ tennies and baseball caps.
Serious breeders carryin’ papers
on bushy-tailed, spotless Apps.
Why, I’ve seen boots without manure,
sombreros with no sign of sweat.
And punchers ridin’ 4-wheelers,
about as low as a man kin get.
An espresso bar at the horse ranch?
Why, it purtneer broke my heart.
Let them city folks drink their fill
by the two-bit pony at Wal-Mart.

p. 5

I reckon he ain’t sold his saddle, boys,
but it’s not that far to go . . .
When a cowboy forsakes boiled coffee,
and starts sippin’ that there espresso!
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(When the Cowboys Come to Town! by Stephen Bly) Winchester, ID: Bly
Books. Copyright – Stephen Bly, 2000.
Lynda Dawn, Darlin’
She would always be his darlin’;
this one fact proved true.
And he would never cease to be
her real live buckaroo.
But could they really get along,
this classy New York Lady
and the dimpled, grinnin’ cowboy
all the women just called Brady?
He rides barebacks at rodeos
but has never won the crown.
Twelve floors up she edits books
from a plush Manhattan mid-town.
Then their lives somehow got tangled,
on an Arizona trail,
To a literary discovery
that would make all others pale.
The genuine treasure would never be
a manuscript so old . . .
But hearts so vastly different
growin’ tender, warm and bold
They both gave up their lifetime dreams,
got married, and took a chance.
And moved with a laughin’ one-eyed dog
to a desolate Montana ranch.
Now, some folks have been awonderin’,
Did it turn out bust or boom?
Are they still there raisin’ cows and such?
Did she find a new perfume?
Well, I am here to tell you, friends,
like no one else ever could.
Them two is still like kids in love
and things is goin’ good.
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‘Course they’ve added to the outfit,
with a front door and baby Laurie.
And there’s that ruckus down in Mexico
ah . . . but that’s another story!

p. 39

So, Brady’s still her cowboy;
they’re all a doin’ fine.
And she’ll be his Lynda Dawn, Darlin’
until the end of time.

In our last episode with Daniel and his three friends, they found themselves
under the death sentence along with all of the wise men of Babylon because
the king required that they not only interpret a dream which he had, but tell
him what that dream was.
Daniel and his friends launched into an earnest time of prayer and God
wonderfully answered in providing for Daniel what he needed to spare the
lives of all of those wise men in Babylon as well as the lives of his three
friends and himself.

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL:
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.
. . . when Dr. Bright was diagnosed with a terminal lung disease, he made it
known that the only epitaph he and his wife wanted on their tombstone was
“Slaves of Jesus Christ.”
p. 66

Lord, send me anywhere,
only go with me;
lay any burden on me,
only sustain me;
and sever every tie,
but the tie that binds me
to Thy service and Thy heart.
p. 69

DAVID LIVINGSTONE
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Daniel is now ready to have an audience with the king since the Lord has
given him a vision of what Nebuchadnezzar dreamed and also the
interpretation thereof.

Lucas says:
All too often, readers of Dan. 2 get so caught up in trying to interpret
the details of the dream that they more or less ignore the point of it. The
‘mystery’ it reveals is not the details of the course of events in history, but the
fact that history is under the control of God and that it has a purpose, which
will be achieved.
p. 79

Gangel summarizes this section of Daniel 2 with this statement:
All earthly power, even that exercised by the greatest of human rulers,
will ultimately fall before the God of gods and Lord of kings.
p. 54

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

12

Gangel says further:
As the story goes, a west Texas cowboy applied for life insurance and
was asked by the agent if he had ever had any accidents. The dialogue
sounded something like this:

hurt?”

“No, never had an accident.”
“You mean nothing has ever happened to you? You’ve never been

“Oh sure,” said the cowboy. “Once I was bitten by a rattlesnake, and a
bucking bronco threw me and broke my arm.”
“And you wouldn’t call those accidents?”
“Certainly not,” said the cowboy. “They did it on purpose!”
There are no accidents with God. He does everything intentionally as
part of the divine plan. The biblical doctrine of sovereignty, sung so often in
dozens of hymns, finds support throughout all of Scripture. We have already
noted (and we shall see many times again in our study of this book) that God
knows what he is doing and that he is doing it. Boice reminds us that “the
doctrine of the sovereignty of God is no mere philosophical dogma devoid of
practical value. Rather it is the doctrine that gives meaning and substance to
all other doctrines.
p. 55
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v. 24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute
the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute the wise
men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream
for him.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 24:
So Daniel went back to Arioch, who had been put in charge of the
execution. He said, “Call of the execution! Take me to the king and I’ll
interpret his dream.”
p. 1583
Daniel’s message to Arioch is given with TWO COMMANDS:
1.

“DO NOT EXECUTE THE WISE MEN OF BABYLON” and

2.

“TAKE ME TO THE KING, AND I WILL INTERPRET HIS
DREAM FOR HIM.’”

Leupold says:
The keyman Arioch must be contacted first, chiefly because in his
hands lay the lives of all, and also because his position allowed him to act as
an intermediary to bring persons into the king’s presence. The chief matter
of public concern was whether the wise men would have to perish. Daniel
therefore first stops any move in this direction by venturing to countermand
the king’s orders, and he does that without any danger to himself because in
his possession was the much-coveted answer to the great mystery.
p. 102

J. Vernon McGee says:
Daniel wants to stop the bloody slaughter that would have taken place, and
apparently Arioch has no heart for the matter either—he doesn’t want to slay
all the wise men.
p. 537
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When the Ball Bounces Your Way, Grab It
Bear Bryant, Alabama’s famous football coach, told of a time in his early days
at Kentucky when his team fumbled the ball in front of the bench, and in the
resulting scramble someone kicked over a box containing eight more
footballs. A free-for-all ensued, with Tennessee recovering five balls and
Kentucky four. The officials gave possession to Tennessee. The moral: When
the ball comes bouncing your way, grab it. Seize every opportunity.
Citation: Richard Doebler, “Tempus Fidget,” Leadership Weekly (9-30-03)
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

(Intimate Moments with the Hebrew Names of God by Barrie Cae Mallin and
Shmuel Wolkenfeld) Gainesville, FL: Bridge-Logos. Copyright – Barrie
Cae Mallin and Shmuel Wolkenfeld, 1999, reprinted 2001.
How blessed am I to know that You are my Rock, and my fortress. You are
the One who equips me to do Your work. Thank You that You equip the
called—not call the equipped. Today, help me to realize that You have
provided for me to realize that You have provided for my every need—one
step at a time. A-do-ni Tsu-ree, how I thank You!
p. 123
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(The Power of Crying Out: When Prayer Becomes Mighty by Bill Gothard)
Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Institute in Basic Life Principles,
Inc., 2002.
“Fervency is the soul of prayer,” wrote E. M. Bounds. “In prayer, fire is
the motive power.”97
“The best prayer,” wrote Thomas Watson, the seventeenth-century
Puritan, “is when the heart and tongue join together in concert, when they
are zealous and fervent. . . . Fervency is to prayer as fire to incense, which
makes it ascend to heaven as sweet perfume.”98
97. E. M. Bounds, The Necessity of Prayer
98. Thomas Watson, The Lord’s Prayer

p. 76

Sometimes God delays His answer in order to get greater glory when
the response at last comes. Sometimes He prolongs our waiting in order to
intensify our fervor as we keep crying out.
p. 81
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v. 25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, “I have found a man
among the exiles from Judah who can tell the king what his dream
means.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 25:
Arioch didn’t lose a minute. He ran to the king, bringing Daniel with
him, and said, “I’ve found a man from the exiles of Judah who can
interpret the king’s dream!”
p. 1584

Leupold says:
Arioch is pleased to be a prominent figure in a great drama a second time and
makes the most of his share in the event. He slightly overstates his part,
making it appear that he found Daniel rather than that Daniel found him,
which is not so unusual an exaggeration on the part of an officious person.
p. 103
You will always find people who are eager to take credit for circumstances
like these.

Gangel says:
Earlier we wondered whether the rest of the wise men had been
executed, but now we know that Daniel’s intervention saved their lives. By
this point Daniel was hardly just another nameless, faceless exile; he was
about to graduate cum laude from the Royal Academy of Babylonian Arts and
Sciences.
p. 56
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Feinberg says:
Human nature being what it is, Arioch claimed credit for finding an
interpreter of the dream, even though he had not sought Daniel out.
p. 34

Walvoord says:
Daniel reported to Arioch that he would interpret the dream, and Arioch
immediately, hoping to gain favor from the king, went into Nebuchadnezzar
and sated, “I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can tell the
king what his dream means” (v. 25).
p. 216

Smith says:
It is ever a characteristic of ministers and courtiers to ingratiate
themselves with their sovereign. So here Arioch represented that he had
found a man who could make known the desired interpretation; as if with
great disinterestedness, in behalf of the king, he had been searching for some
one to solve his difficulty, and had at last found him. In order to see through
this deception of his chief executioner, the king had but to remember, as he
probably did, his interview with Daniel (verse 16), and Daniel’s promise, if
time could be granted, to show the interpretation thereof.
p. 42

That reminds me of the STORY OF THE LAWYER who was opening his
practice. He was eager to get clients. He heard someone knock at the door
early in the morning and as he opened the door he said, “Just a moment, I’ve
got a client on the phone from New York and it’s going to take me just a
second.” When he came in he made all kinds of big remarks about the multimillion dollar case that he was involved in. Then he hung up and said, “How
can I help you?” The guy said, “I’m here to hook up your phone for you.”
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Wiersbe says:
The statement, “I have found a man” (v. 25) isn’t exactly the truth, because it
was Daniel who found Arioch; but Daniel wasn’t the kind of person who
worried about who got the credit so long as God got the glory.
p. 29

Phillips & Vines say:
But look at Arioch. He rushed into the presence of the king and said,
“I have found a man.” That was not so. How true to life—someone always
wanting to take credit. Did Arioch have that reward in mind (2:6)? So
Daniel stood before the king and dared to issue a proclamation.
p. 40
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v. 26 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you able to tell
me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?”
The king, Nebuchadnezzar, immediately cuts to the chase in these
circumstances and asks a very pointed QUESTION. “ARE YOU ABLE” to do
TWO THINGS:
1.

“TO TELL ME WHAT I SAW IN MY DREAM” and

2.

“[TO] INTERPRET IT?”

Peterson paraphrases verse 26:
The king asked Daniel (renamed in Babylonian, Belteshazzar), “Are
you sure you can do this—tell me the dream I had and interpret it for
me?”
p. 1584

J. Vernon McGee says:
Quite obviously and, I think, logically, the king was rather skeptical. All of
these wise men had not been able to come up with the dream and its
interpretation, but here comes this young fellow Daniel who says he will be
able to. The king asks him, “Do you mean to tell me that all the other wise
men had no answer, but you think you can answer me? Maybe this is just
another attempt of the wise men to stall for time!” His question sounds
rather cynical, but Daniel has a marvelous answer for him: . . .
p. 537
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(The Book of Texas Wisdom: Common Sense and Uncommon Genius from 101
Great Texans compiled and edited by Dr. Criswell Freeman) Nashville,
TN: Walnut Grove Press. Copyright – Walnut Grove Press, 1995.
I don’t mind people thinking I’m stupid,
but I don’t want to give them any proof.

Bum Phillips

p. 146
While you’re trying to save face,
you’re probably losing your rear.
p. 149

Lyndon Baines Johnson

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this section and then says:
[Daniel Interprets the Dream]
Receiving from God the knowledge of the dream and its interpretation .
. . Daniel went to Arioch, the king’s executioner . . . and informed him that he
was ready to interpret the king’s dream. Evidently the royal court knew of
the king’s agitation for Arioch took Daniel . . . at once to the king. Officer
Arioch wrongly claimed credit for having found an interpreter for the king’s
dream. Actually it was Daniel who “went to Arioch.” Arioch evidently
expected to be highly [rewarded] for finding someone who could alleviate the
king’s agitation.
p. 1334

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says of this section:
The king inquired whether Daniel was able to tell him what he had
dreamed and then to interpret it. Daniel was subjected to the same test of
his veracity the king had demanded of the wise men. They had previously
said that only the gods could reveal the future to man . . .
p. 1334
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v. 27 Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can
explain to the king the mystery he has asked about,

Peterson paraphrases verse 27:
Daniel answered the king, “No mere human can solve the king’s
mystery, I don’t care who it is—no wise man, enchanter, magician,
diviner.
p. 1584

Feinberg says:
In answer, Daniel replied in all honesty and humility that he could not take
credit for having discerned the dream and its interpretation. The king’s wise
men had been correct: no mere mortal could have fulfilled Nebuchadnezzar’s
charge. The solution to the problem, the power of prediction, lay with the
God of heaven and not with the useless gods of Babylon.
p. 34

Showers says:
Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar very frankly that his demand was
humanly impossible to fulfill. Only the God in heaven could do it. Daniel
made it clear that it was that God who had given the king his dream. He also
declared that the dream revealed what would happen in the future and the
latter days. Daniel refused to take any credit to himself for fulfilling the
king’s demand. All the credit belonged to God.
p. 15
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v. 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your dream and
the visions that passed through your mind as you lay on your bed are
these:

Peterson paraphrases verse 28:
But there is a God in heaven who solves mysteries, and he has solved
this one. He is letting King Nebuchadnezzar in on what is going to
happen in the days ahead. This is the dream you had when you were
lying on your bed, the vision that filled your mind:
p. 1584
The verse begins with the word “BUT” forming the CONTRAST to what
Daniel has been saying in verse 27:
“BUT THERE IS A GOD IN HEAVEN WHO REVEALS MYSTERIES.”
What the “GOD IN HEAVEN” has done is:
“HE HAS SHOWN KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR WHAT WILL
HAPPEN IN DAYS TO COME.”

J. Vernon McGee says:
Daniel immediately makes a distinction between the wisdom of Babylon and
the wisdom of God. The apostle Paul wrote, “. . . hath not God made foolish
the wisdom of this world?” and also, “. . . the foolishness of God is wiser than
men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men” (1 Cor. 1:20, 25).
Daniel now has the unique privilege of introducing to the darkened mind
of this pagan king the living and true God. He says, “There is a God in heaven
that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what
shall be in the latter days.” This is very important because it is going to be the
emphasis in the Book of Daniel; this dream refers to the end of the times of the
Gentiles.
p. 537
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Phillips & Vines say:
There is a God in heaven!”
Do you think there are no answers to your problems? There is a God in
heaven. Do you think your present dilemma is hopeless? There is a God in
heaven. Do you think you have a burden so heavy it cannot be lifted? There
is a God in heaven. Lay hold of that fact.
Daniel said, “There is a God in heaven who reveals secrets.”
p. 41

Leupold says:
Daniel was not going to miss so fine an opportunity to proclaim the glory
of the true God. Furthermore, it would have led to the most grievous of
misunderstandings if he had posed as one who was able to interpret dreams
because of some gifts that were resident within him. So Daniel cannot do
otherwise that did Joseph on a similar occasion (Gen. 41:16): he makes a strong
disavowal of gifts that might naturally be his and gives all honor to God.
pp. 104-5

Lange says:
These words imply the total inability of the heathen gods as well as of their
priests and wise men, to reveal secret things . . .
p. 75

Keil & Delitzsch say:
To the question of the king, whether he was able to show the dream with its
interpretation, Daniel replies by directing him from man, who is unable to
accomplish such a thing, to the living God in heaven, who alone reveals
secrets.
p. 100
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Patrick & Lowth say:
Daniel assumes nothing to himself, but gives the glory to God alone, whose
knowledge, as he tells the king, infinitely exceeds that of all the wise men of
Chaledea, and of the gods or demons which they consulted or worshipped.
p. 646

Longman says:
Daniel responds in a way that puts the focus where it belongs, not on
himself but directly on God. This solution has been anticipated by the
inability of the Babylonian wisdom teachers, who said that the answer could
only come from the divine realm (v. 11). Now Daniel bears witness to the
God who speaks the life-granting answer, he is the “God in heaven who
reveals mysteries” (v. 28).
p. 80

Haskell says:
Before Daniel was the king in his glory; around him stood the very
teachers with whom he had studied three years. At this time were
exemplified the words of the psalmist: “I have more understanding than all
my teachers; for thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than
the ancients, because I keep thy precepts.”
Nebuchadnezzar was careworn from loss of sleep, and in great anxiety
because the dream troubled him; but Daniel was calm, conscious of his
connection with God, the King of kings. Daniel now had opportunity to exalt
his own wisdom, but he chose rather to give all the glory to God. He plainly
told the king that it was beyond the power of man to reveal the dream or give
the interpretation; “but there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and
maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days.”
The king’s mind was directed to God alone.
p. 33
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Gaebelein says:
After Daniel had praised the God of heaven he requested an audience with
the King. How beautiful he is in the presence of the mighty Monarch! What
an opportunity to glorify himself! But he hides himself completely and gives
God all the glory. Then he tells the king that in the dream he is about to
relate God has made known unto him “what shall be in the latter days.”
pp. 11-12

Gowan says:
What Nebuchadnezzar is really intended to learn from this experience
(since the destruction of the statue will not affect him personally) is spelled
out at some length in verses 27-30. There is a power (named only as “God of
heaven”) inaccessible to the great king except as that God has chosen to
reveal himself through Daniel. We learn now that Nebuchadnezzar’s dream
concerns the future (“what will happen at the end of days,” v. 28) . . .
p. 55

Gaebelein in his little commentary on Daniel says:
But how beautiful is Daniel in the presence of the King. He stands before the
mighty monarch. What an opportunity to be elevated and glorify self. But
Daniel does hide himself completely. His God he puts into the foreground
and himself all out of sight. He tells the King that there is a God in heaven
that revealeth secrets. Nebuchadnezzar is to know the power of God and his
dependence on Him. Then he tells the King that God has made known to him
“what shall be in the latter days.” This is an important phrase. It
corresponds to “the time of the end” in the second half of Daniel. And before
he makes known the dream he speaks of himself and disclaims all honor in
connection with what he is about to say to the King.
p. 25
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Gaebelein says further:
The great image, the form of a man, is the prophetic image of the times
of the Gentiles. That an image of a man was chosen, an image of great
dimensions, is significant: In the New Testament the Apostle Paul speaks of
“Man’s Day;” 1 Cor. [4] 3, see margin.) Man’s Day describes the times of the
Gentiles and it is still Man’s Day and Man’s Day will continue till the Lord’s
Day begins.
p. 27

Miller says:
Daniel’s initial statement seems rather discouraging. He told the king
that no one on earth, even the wisest of persons, could know the contents of
the dream. Now the young prophet confidently affirmed, “But there is a God
in heaven who reveals mysteries.” “That there is a God in heaven, as against
man-made gods and deified men, is the supreme theme of the book, even as it
is the cardinal principle of the Bible.”
Here is a comforting message for believers today. There is a God in
heaven, and this God may be called upon to supply sustenance and wisdom
far beyond what is available from human resources. Although circumstances
sometimes may look impossible from an earthly standpoint, there is a God in
heaven who can do all things. He can solve seemingly insoluble problems,
supply needs, and provide strength for impossible tasks. He is a God who is
there and who is able.
p. 89

Campbell says:
Because the Bible is a supernatural book, it can, and does, have a great
deal to say about the future. And this should give comfort and security to the
believer in contrast to the unbeliever who “bites his nails” and wonders how
things will turn out.
p. 22
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Jeremiah says:
God communicated to a pagan king not only the future events in his
life, but also in the life of the world. Understanding the prophetic truths in
the Bible hinges on the second chapter of Daniel. Doesn’t God surprise us
with who and what he uses for His purposes? He used a donkey to rebuke
the money-loving prophet, Balaam. He commissioned a raven to carry fresh
meat to the prophet [Elijah]. He ordered a rooster to rebuke Peter for
backsliding. He can even use you and me!
p. 55
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v. 29 “As you were lying there, O king, your mind turned to things to come,
and the revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to happen.

Peterson paraphrases verse 29:
“While you were stretched out on your bed, O king, thoughts came to
you regarding what is coming in the days ahead. The Revealer of
Mysteries showed you what will happen.
p. 1584
Back in verse 28 the phrase was:
“what will happen in the days to come.”
Now, here in verse 29 it is:
“YOUR MIND TURNED TO THINGS TO COME” and
“THE REVEALER OF MYSTERIES SHOWED YOU WHAT IS GOING
TO HAPPEN.”
Obviously the KING was thinking about the FUTURE.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Daniel asserted at the outset that the king’s dream was prophetic . . .
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream covered the prophetic panorama of Gentile history
from his time till the forthcoming subjugation of Gentile powers to Israel’s
Messiah. This time period is called “the times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24).
. . . God was not revealing spiritual truth to Nebuchadnezzar but facts
concerning the political dominion that Gentiles would exercise.
p. 1334
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Luke 21:24
and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into
all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

Leupold says:
Daniel coins a new names for his God; he describes Him as the
Revealer of secrets and asserts that He it is who has revealed to
Nebuchadnezzar what he had sought to know. Observe how much more
effective such instruction about God’s hand in the matter must be while the
mind is still tense as to the meaning of it all and not yet absorbed in the
details of the revelation.
p. 106

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

30

v. 30 As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have
greater wisdom than other living men, but so that you, O king, may
know the interpretation and that you may understand what went
through your mind.
This REVELATION has been made so that the:
“KING MAY KNOW THE INTERPRETATION AND THAT [HE] MAY
UNDERSTAND WHAT WENT THROUGH [HIS] MIND.”
As Daniel begins his interpretation, he uses a NEGATIVE and POSITIVE
CONTRAST.
“THIS MYSTERY HAS BEEN REVEALED TO ME”:
NEGATIVELY—“NOT BECAUSE I HAVE GREATER WISDOM
THAN OTHER LIVING MEN.”
“BUT” forms the CONTRAST:
POSITIVELY—“SO THAT YOU, O KING, MAY KNOW THE
INTERPRETATION AND THAT YOU MAY UNDERTAND WHAT
WENT THROUGH YOUR MIND.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 30:
But the interpretation is given through me, not because I’m any
smarter than anyone else in the country, but so that you will know
what it means, so that you will understand what you dreamed.
p. 1584
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Lange says:
This denies every human agency in the imparting of such superior knowledge
to Daniel, and at the same time refers to the design which governed it,
concerning which the latter half of the verse is more explicit.—But for the
intent that the interpretation may be made known to the king . . .
p. 75

Smith says:
By this one act of revealing the king’s dream to Daniel, he accomplished the following objects: (1) He made known to the king the things he desired;
(2) He saved his servants who trusted in him; (3) He brought conspicuously
before the Chaledean nation the knowledge of the true God; (4) He poured
contempt on the false systems of the soothsayers and magicians; and (5) He
honored his own name, and exalted his servants in their eyes.
p. 44

Gangel says:
Once again Daniel hammered his theme of God’s control—this mystery
has been revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom than other living
men. Indeed, the vision was not to Daniel at all, but rather to
Nebuchadnezzar so that he might have God’s answer to the piercing question,
“What next?”
p. 57

Feinberg says:
We might forgive Daniel if he had taken a little credit for making known the
dream and its interpretation, since it was much a great revelation. However,
this man of God disclaimed any merit in himself. Rather, God gave the
dream for the king’s enlightenment, and surely He intended for the king to
profit by the warning it contained. Because man has no resources of himself
in these matters, human pride is completely out of the picture. In this
account, then, the wisdom of this world was first shown to be bankrupt, and
then God gloriously intervened.
p. 35
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Robertson’s ‘Conversation With God’ Distressing
Just when you think it is safe to move on to more temporal subjects,
politicians become increasingly religious and religious leaders become more
and more political.
The latest examples are Pat Robertson, the former presidential
candidate and religious broadcaster, and Democratic presidential candidate
Howard Dean (again).
Robertson told his television audience he believed he had “heard from
the Lord” that President Bush was going to win in a “blowout.” The Lord has
blessed Bush, said Robertson, and “it doesn’t make any difference what he
does, good or bad. God picks him up because he’s a man of prayer and God’s
blessing him.”
It is hard to know where to begin to challenge this line of thinking.
Not since God appeared directly to Moses in a burning bush and to the Old
Testament prophets and early New Testament apostles has any sane person
claimed this kind of direct revelation. In fact, God told Moses he could only
look at His back since no human could face God and live. The light of His
glory is too powerful.
Robertson doesn’t claim a face-to-face with the Almighty. He hears His
voice. No one else hears what he does. This is subjective religion. If one
“feels,” it’s “real.” Religious feelings supplant objective truth and make the
individual a high priest unto himself, above mere mortals who apparently are
not on the “A” access-to-God list.
There is another problem with Robertson’s theology. Cliff Bjork of the
tiny “Searching Together” ministry (www.searchingtogether.org) in
Minnesota wrote to me after reading Robertson’s remarks. Bjork says
Robertson’s comments “betray the false premise that God cannot accomplish
His will for a nation unless the people elect men (or women) of high ‘moral’
convictions to positions of authority—especially, of course, when it comes to
the U.S. presidency and congressional leadership. I guess the rise to power of
men like Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Manasseh, Jeroboam, Herod, Nero,
Stalin, Hitler, Castro, Amin, Ceausescu, (Clinton?), not to mention (Pontius)
Pilate, Herod, et al. must have represented a failure on the part of the
citizens of their respective nations and a setback for God’s purposes.”
The idea that God would reach down and prophesy an election outcome
to one man, who then says President Bush could even do wrong and God
would keep him in office, offers joke material to Leno and Letterman and
brings the Christian Gospel into further disrepute before unbelievers. It
could also put a lot of pundits out of work!
Then there is Howard Dean, who recently revealed his intention to
talk more about Jesus (saints, preserve us). Campaigning in Iowa, Dean was
asked his favorite New Testament book. “Job,” he responded, joking that he
has recently identified with Job’s travails (he didn’t say if he identified with
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Job’s loss of his children, property and farm animals or Job’s boils and sitting
on a dung heap).
After apparently discovering in his hotel room Gideon Bible that Job is
not in the New Testament, but in the Old, Dean corrected himself. Matthew,
Mark, Luke and Job? Sounds right, doesn’t it? Hey, we’re not talking Dan
Quayle and potatoe vs. potato here. Most reporters don’t care about religion,
especially when a Democrat is theologically off base. Even the New York
Times columnist William Safire, of Jewish background, weighed in on this
one, saying some rabbis believe the end of Job was “added” later to make God
look just. This is getting too deep for me.
Could we please return to the issues and put everyone back in the
camp with which he is most familiar? Otherwise, politicians and religious
leaders are asking for jokes like the one from Barry Lynn of Americans
United for Separation of Church and State, who said, “Maybe Pat (Robertson)
got a message from (Bush political advisor) Karl Rove and thought it was
from God.”
The best political joke of the season (so far) comes from Mark Russell,
who observed that Saddam Hussein emerged from his hole and saw his
shadow, which means we will have four more years of George Bush. That is a
far more believable and defensible “prophecy” than Pat Robertson’s dial-aprayer “answer” from the Lord.
© 2004 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC.
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v. 31 “You looked, O king, and there before you stood a large statue—an
enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance.

Peterson paraphrases verse 31:
“What you saw, O king, was a huge statue standing before you,
striking in appearance. And terrifying.
p. 1584

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 31-35 as:
The recitation of the dream (2:31-35)
p. 1335

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
The king’s dream was relatively simple. [It was a] statue . . . awesome [in
size and appearance].
p. 1335

Leupold says:
One of the things that fascinated the onlooker was the size of the
thing. This feature is therefore alluded to a second time: it “was immense.”
The second thing was its “extraordinary splendor.” One can well imagine
what an imposing sight it must have presented—huge, of shining metal, no
doubt beautiful and attractive as well, but, apparently because of its
tremendous size, the general “appearance was terrifying.”
p. 108
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Gaebelein says:
The great man image is the prophetic symbol of the “Times of the
Gentiles.” This expression “The Times of the Gentiles” is not found in the Book
of Daniel, but it is a New Testament phrase. Our Lord used it exclusively. In
that part of His prophetic discourse which is reported in the Gospel of Luke and
which relates to the fall of Jerusalem and the dispersion of the nation, our Lord
said: “And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive
into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles shall be fulfilled” (Luke [21]:24). Now, the times of the
Gentiles did not begin when Jerusalem rejected the Lord from heaven. Our
Lord does not say that the times of the Gentiles were then ushered in. The
times of the Gentiles started with the Babylonian captivity by Nebuchadnezzar.
The Glory of the Lord departed from Jerusalem. The other great Prophet of the
captivity, Ezekiel, beheld the departure of the Shekinah. “Then did the
Cherubim lift up their wings, and the wheels beside them; and the glory of the
God of Israel was over them above. And the glory of the Lord went up from the
midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of the
city” (Ezek. [11]:22-23).
pp. 12-13

Haskell says:
In one night God revealed the history of over twenty-five hundred
years, and what the human historian requires volumes to explain is given in
fifteen verses.
p. 33

Phillips & Vines say:
In this image about which Nebuchadnezzar dreamed, God revealed his
plan for the gentile world powers from the time Nebuchadnezzar to the
coming of the kingdom of Jesus Christ on earth.
pp. 41-42
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J. Vernon McGee says:
The image in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was not an image to be worshiped;
but, because Nebuchadnezzar did fall down before images in the city of
Babylon, God used an image in his dream. In this land of idolatry, such a
vision was the only language Nebuchadnezzar could truly understand.
Babylon was known as the fountainhead of pagan religion, the womb of
heathen idols.
p. 538

He says further:
We will see in this section the history of the rule of this world by the
Gentiles. Because of the failure of the house of David, God is now taking the
scepter of this universe out from the hands of the line of David, and He is
putting it in the hands of the Gentiles. It will be there until Jesus Christ
comes again to this earth. Then Christ will take the scepter and rule on this
earth as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. From the day of Nebuchadnezzar
right on down through our day until the Lord comes to reign is “the times of
the Gentiles.”
p. 538

He says finally:
That is, the image excited terror—it was awe-inspiring. It was very glamorous,
terrific, and stupendous. As Daniel began to describe the dream, I wish that I
could have been there to see the expression on Nebuchadnezzar’s face change
from cynicism to unconcealed amazement. When Daniel began to say, “You saw
a great image, the brightness of which was terrific and stupendous,” I think the
eyes of Nebuchadnezzar lighted up. He shifted to the edge of his throne and
said, “Boy, that’s it! You are starting out right!”
p. 538
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Walvoord says:
Daniel described the vision and said it was like “a large statue—an
enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance” (v. 31). The vision
apparently was larger than the normal stature of a man, and the statue stood
close to the bed of Nebuchadnezzar in a situation that would cause
Nebuchadnezzar to respond with fear.
p. 216

Pentecost says:
The unrestrained, sovereign purpose of God is seen in the ordering of
the succession of the ages. That God has a program of the ages is disclosed in
many passages . . .
p. 129
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v. 32 The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of
silver, its belly and thighs of bronze,

Peterson paraphrases verse 32:
The head of the statue was pure gold, the chest and arms were silver,
the belly and hips were bronze,
p. 1584

Gangel says:
Several observations are immediately obvious:
1.
2.
3.
p. 58

The quality of the metal declines from the head to the feet.
The weight declines from the head to the feet.
The metal increases in strength from the head to the feet, with
the exception of the clay portions, presumably in the toes.
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Charles Dyer says:
The statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream contained four different metals
representing the Gentile kingdoms that would rise to rule the earth. For the
first time since the formation of the nation of Israel, God was handing control
of the inhabited world over to the Gentile nations. The first metal, the head
of gold, was Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon.
The other Gentile powers, though not specifically named by Daniel,
can be determined. The “chest and arms of silver” represented a second
world empire that would rise after Babylon. Babylon was replaced on the
world scene by Medo-Persia, and this was the next world empire to hold sway
over the land of Israel.
The third portion of the statue was the “belly and thighs of bronze”;
and Daniel interpreted this to mean that “a third kingdom, one of bronze, will
rule over the whole earth” (Daniel 2:39). The power that replaced the MedoPersian empire was the kingdom of Greece led by Alexander the Great.
The fourth empire was made of iron. It represented the final Gentile
empire ruling over Israel when the Messiah would come to restore God’s
kingdom on earth. The empire that supplanted the Greeks and ruled over
Judah at the time of Christ’s first coming was Rome. Rome was the fourth
and final Gentile power in Daniel’s vision.
Other Gentile powers had existed before Babylon, of course. Some of
them, Egypt and Assyria, for instance, had even dominated the land of Israel.
Yet it was Babylon who first achieved total supremacy over God’s kingdom
ruled by the line of David and who thus became the first in a series of Gentile
powers to rule the world. No king from the line of David has ruled over Israel
since Babylon’s victory.
pp. 102-3
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v. 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay.

Peterson paraphrases verse 33:
the legs were iron, and the feet were an iron-ceramic mixture.
p. 1584

Gaebelein says:
Here, then, is history pre-written. God, who knows the end from the
beginning, revealed in this dream the course of the times of the Gentiles,
beginning with the Babylonian monarchy and followed by three more: The
Medo-Persian, the Gracco-Macedonian and the Roman. Notice the process of
deterioration as indicated in the composition of this image: Gold, silver,
brass, iron, and finally the iron getting less and clay taking a prominent
place. It shows that politically the times of the Gentiles are not improving.
Everything which this image represents has been fulfilled, except the
last portion, when a stone falls out of heaven and strikes the ten toes and the
clay, so that the whole colossal figure goes to pieces, the different constituent
metals become like the chaff on the summer threshingfloor and the striking
stone becomes a mountain and fills the whole earth.
pp. 13-14

Gaebelein says in his book The Prophet Daniel:
The great image was compared of four different kinds of metal, gold,
silver, brass and iron and the two feet with their ten toes were iron and clay.
These four metallic parts of the great man-image, according to divine
interpretation, represent four great world empires, which were to appear on
earth successively.
Here, indeed, we have history written in advance, one of the great
evidences of the supernatural origin of the Bible. Four great kingdoms, world
powers, should appear, beginning with Nebuchadnezzar down to the end
when the dominion is to be taken from the Gentiles and the rule of the Most
High to be established on the earth. These four great world empires have
appeared in exactly the way as it was shown to Nebuchadnezzar in the dream
and revealed to Daniel.
p. 27
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v. 34 While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands.
It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them.

Peterson paraphrases verse 34:
While you were looking at this statue, a stone cut out of a mountain by
an invisible hand hit the statue, smashing its iron-ceramic feet.
p. 1584
The KEY VERBS in verse 34 are:
“STRUCK” and
“SMASHED.”

J. Vernon McGee says:
We will get the interpretation of this later on. We will let Daniel give the
interpretation—we do not need to guess about it at all. The thing to note
here is that, as Nebuchadnezzar beheld the image in awe and wonder, the
stone, coming from beyond the environs of the image and without human
origin or motivation, smote the image on the feet of iron and clay with such
force that all the metals were pulverized. Then a wind blew the dust of the
image away, so that it entirely disappeared. Then the stone began to grow as
a living stone, and it filled the whole world, taking the place of this image.
p. 539
The image that Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream had:
1.

“[a] head . . . of gold,”

2.

“chest and arms of silver,”

3.

“belly and thighs of bronze,”

4.

“legs of iron,” and

5.

“feet of iron and clay.”
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Leupold says:
There was no action in the picture at first, it was merely that of a
monstrous, immovable figure. The picture now becomes a moving picture. A
stone is “cut loose” or merely “detached” from a mountainside, which, by the
way, is not introduced into the account until v. 45, most likely because the
stone was at first merely noticed as a detached stone rolling swiftly downhill.
It is noted that the image laid directly in the path of the moving stone. Yet it
is definitely noted that it was not the image as such which was struck but
specifically the feet which consisted of iron and clay, that is to say, the most
vulnerable part of the whole.
pp. 109-10

Longman says:
This dream supports the overall message of the book, repeated in different
ways many times: Though circumstances appear to favor the power of

ungodly human personalities and institutions, God will overpower them.

Perhaps the most significant contribution of this vision is the note that this
devastating rock was cut out of the ground “not by human hands” (2:34). The
fact that God’s kingdom is established apart from human efforts is an
important topic as we turn to our own life situations today.
p. 89
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v. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were broken
to pieces at the same time and became like chaff on a threshing floor in
the summer. The wind swept them away without leaving a trace. But
the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the
whole earth.

Peterson paraphrases verse 35:
Then the whole thing fell to pieces—iron, tile, bronze, silver, and gold,
smashed to bits. It was like scraps of old newspapers in a vacant lot in
a hot dry summer, blown every which way by the wind, scattered to
oblivion. But the stone that hit the statue became a huge mountain,
dominating the horizon.
p. 1584
Leupold says:
It might have been anticipated that the demolition would have
resulted in broken pieces of metal strewing the scene. Instead the very
unusual thing is observed that the entire statue is reduced to the consistency
of “chaff of the summer threshing floor.” The wind is next seen bearing these
dust particles away before the astonished onlooker’s eyes, until the sight of
the statue is swept clean. We should have said, “No trace of them could be
found” (Gordon). The Aramaic viewpoint is quite different; it says, “No place
was found for them.” The sweeping away was so complete that the dust
found no visible resting place.
p. 110

Gaebelein says:
Before we proceed with the interpretation of the dream let us notice
the important truth brought out in the composition of this dream image. It
tells of deterioration. From the most precious metal gold, it goes down to
silver, brass, iron, and iron and clay. This surely does not tell of progress and
improvement in the affairs of the times of the Gentiles. The second is inferior
to the first. The word “inferior” means earthly. This third too is inferior to
the second and the fourth is superior by its brute force and power to crush.
p. 29

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

44

Pentecost says:
Since Christ will be “King of kings, and Lord of lords” this same subdivided
authority will obtain in other portions of the earth as well. There will be no
part of the earth that will not own the authority of the King . . .
p. 502

Feinberg says:
Global empires will be crushed by Christ and ground to powder. They
shall be broken and driven away, just as chaff is driven from the threshing
floor. In the ancient Near East, it was customary to winnow wheat in a high
place. When the wheat was then thrown into the air, the chaff was carried
away in the wind, while the wheat returned to earth to be gathered into the
barn.
p. 39

Campbell says:
At first the figure was stationary. There was no action. Suddenly
there was dramatic movement! A stone, supernaturally cut from a mountain,
seemed to catapult through the air like a missile, striking the statue with
incredible force, crushing and demolishing it so that all traces of it
disappeared. Then, as the vision began with the great statue filling the
stage, it closed with the great stone filling the whole earth.
p. 23
Back in verse 34 Daniel tells us that while Nebuchadnezzar was watching:
“a rock was cut out, but not by human hands.”
Then in verse 35:
“THE ROCK THAT STRUCK THE STATUE BECAME A HUGE
MOUNTAIN AND FILLED THE WHOLE EARTH.”
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The KEY VERBS in the last part of verse 35 are:
“BECAME” and
“FILLED.”

“THE ROCK THAT STRUCK THE STATUE BECAME A HUGE
MOUNTAIN AND [THIS ROCK] FILLED THE WHOLE EARTH.”

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

46

v. 36 “This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king.
Daniel has fulfilled the first part of the request of the king, back in verse 26:
“The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazar), ‘Are you able to tell
me what I saw in my dream.’”
He has now done that. Beginning at verse 36 he will fill the later part of that
request and interpret it.

Peterson paraphrases verse 36:
This was your dream. “And now we’ll interpret it for the king.
p. 1584

Longman says:
In verse 36, Daniel moves from dream report to dream interpretation,
and we begin on solid interpretative ground. Speaking to Nebuchadnezzar,
Daniel says, “You are that head of gold” (v. 38). Nebuchadnezzar must have
rejoiced at this news. After all, in the scheme of “things to come” he was at
the top, represented by the most precious of all metals. In the light of this
news, it is hard to see why some commentators wonder why Nebuchadnezzar
responds so well to the dream as a whole. While the head of gold will be
replaced and eventually pass away, nonetheless for the moment
Nebuchadnezzar is on top. His reaction may be compared to that of Hezekiah
(2 Kings 20:19) when he heard that, despite hardships to come to his
descendants, his own reign would be characterized by “peace and security.”
p. 80-81
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v. 37 You, O king, are the king of kings. The God of heaven has given you
dominion and power and might and glory;

Peterson paraphrases verse 37:
You, O king, are the most powerful king on earth. The God of heaven
has given you the works: rule, power, strength, and glory.
p. 1584
It is important for us to observe in this interpretation that the “GOD OF
HEAVEN” is in the middle of all this interpretation.
Here, in verse 37, “YOU, O KING, ARE THE KING OF KINGS. THE GOD
OF HEAVEN HAS GIVEN YOU” FOUR GIFTS:
1.

“DOMINION,”

2.

“POWER,”

3.

“MIGHT,” and

4.

“GLORY.”

Showers says:
Daniel began the interpretation of the dream by asserting the
sovereignty of God. He declared that it was the God of heaven, not the
Babylonian gods nor the king himself, who had made Nebuchadnezzar the
top ruler of the then-known world. It took courage for Daniel to speak this
way to the king. The pressure would have been great to win the king’s favor
and to avoid statements that might be offensive. Daniel was determined,
however, not to sacrifice the truth of God on the altar of expediency.
Daniel called Jehovah the God of heaven not just because heaven is
God’s special dwelling place. The Babylonians believed that their gods came
from the earth. Daniel wanted to make it clear that his God was not one of
the Babylonian gods.
p. 17
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Boice makes a similar observation:
But this was God’s doing, not Nebuchadnezzar’s. Notice the dominant
position given to God in these sentences: “The God of heaven has given you
dominion and power and might and glory”; “in your hands he has placed
mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds of the air”; “he has made
you ruler over them all” (Dan. 2:37-38). Nebuchadnezzar will dispute this,
which is what the third and fourth chapters of Daniel are all about. But he is
to learn that it is God nevertheless who has set him up and that it is God who
will also take him down. As Nebuchadnezzar later acknowledges, “[God]]
does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth”
(Dan. 4:35).
pp. 34-35
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v. 38 in your hands he has placed mankind and the beasts of the field and the
birds of the air. Wherever they live, he has made you ruler over them
all. You are that head of gold.
We have FOUR SOVEREIGN GIFTS given back in verse 37:
1.

“DOMINION,”

2.

“POWER,”

3.

“MIGHT,” and

4.

“GLORY.”

We now have THREE MORE MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD’S GLORY in who
He has placed under Nebuchadnezzar’s authority:
1.

“MANKIND,”

2.

“THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD,” and

3.

“THE BIRDS OF THE AIR.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 38:
He has put you in charge of men and women, wild animals and birds,
all over the world—you’ve the head ruler, you are the head of gold.
p. 1584
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Gangel says:
The point of saying you are that head of gold seems to rest in the
identification of a kingdom with its ruler.
According to Archer:

p. 59

The first of the four world-empires, then, was the Neo-Babylonian
Empire of the Chalendeans that Nebuchadnezzar, whose reign began in
605 B.C., was to rule over for about forty more years—till 562 or 560 B.C.
But his empire did not last more than twenty-one years after his death.
His son Evil-Merodach . . . reigned two years only (560-558) . . .
Neriglissar reigned four years (560-556) and Labashi-Marduk only one
(556). Nabonidus engineered a coup d’ etat in 555 and ruled until
Babylon fell to the Persians in 539 (Archer, p. 46).

J. Vernon McGee says:
Nebuchadnezzar is identified as the head of gold. He exercised rulership over
the then-known world. No one questioned his authority. His was an absolute
monarchy, and there have been very few since then, by the way. More is said
about this Babylonian empire in other sections of the Bible, including Daniel
5:18-19 and Jeremiah 27:5-11. Through Jeremiah God said: “I have made the
earth, the man and the beast that are upon the ground, by my great power
and by my outstretched arm, and have given it unto whom it seemed meet
unto me. And now have I given all these lands into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field
have I given him also to serve him. And all nations shall serve him, and his
son, and his son’s son, until the very time of his land come . . .” (Jer. 27:5-7).
God made Nebuchadnezzar the one at the top; He made him the first great
world ruler, and there has been none like him since then.
p. 539

David Jeremiah says:
The statue symbolizes four empires of the world, kingdoms that have
the authority to rule the whole world. Daniel interprets the dream about
these kingdoms. These worldwide kingdoms are seen as succeeding one
another. Nebuchadnezzar probably broke into a smile, his exhaustion
forgotten, when Daniel told him of the first kingdom.
p. 58
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v. 39 “After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to yours. Next, a third
kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth.
The second one, although Daniel does not call it silver, is the SILVER PART
of the image. The “chest and arms of silver.”
We now know that BABYLON and NEBUCHADNEZZAR is the “head of
gold.”
This next kingdom that will rise will be “INFERIOR.” It will be silver and it
will be “INFERIOR” to Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian kingdom. This
would be the MEDO-PERSIAN EMPIRE.
Next, a third kingdom, “ONE OF BRONZE, WILL RULE OVER THE
WHOLE EARTH.” This would be the GRECIAN EMPIRE.

Peterson paraphrases verse 39:
But your rule will be taken over by another kingdom, inferior to yours,
and that one by a third, a bronze kingdom, but still ruling the whole
land,
p. 1584

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verse 39:
. . . the rise of the Medes and Persians . . .
p. 1335

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
[They] conquered the Babylonians in 539 B.C. . . . lasted over 200 years (539330 B.C.) . . . inferior to it, as silver compared with gold.
p. 1335
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further:
The belly and thighs of bronze represented the third kingdom to arise.
This was the Grecian Empire . . . Alexander the great conquered the MedoPersians between 334 and 303 B.C. . . .[It] seemingly was over the whole
earth.
p. 1335

J. Vernon McGee says:
The arms of silver represented Media and Persia. In Daniel 5:28 we are told the
future of the Babylonian kingdom: “Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the
Medes and Persians.” We don’t need to speculate as to who the second kingdom
is—it is made clear. Remember that Daniel lived in both the kingdom of
Nebuchadnezzar and the kingdom of Media-Persia. We read in Daniel 6:8,
“Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed,
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.”
p. 539

He says further:
The third kingdom would be a kingdom of brass and would “bear rule
over all the earth.” This is the Graeco-Macedonian empire of Alexander the
Great.
p. 539
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v. 40 Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron breaks
and smashes everything—and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will
crush and break all the others.
This fourth kingdom is made of “IRON.” It is said that it is as “STRONG AS
IRON.” The REASON:
“IRON BREAKS AND SMASHES EVERYTHING—AND AS IRON
BREAKS THINGS TO PIECES, SO IT WILL CRUSH AND BREAK
ALL THE OTHERS.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 40:
and after that by a fourth kingdom, iron-like in strength. Just as iron
smashes things to bits, breaking and pulverizing, it will bust up the
previous kingdoms.
p. 1584

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The legs of iron represent the Roman Empire. This fourth kingdom
conquered the Greek Empire in 63 B.C. . . . This empire was characterized by
its strength, as iron is stronger than bronze, silver, and gold. The Roman
Empire was stronger than any of the previous empires. It crushed all the
empires that had preceded it. Rome in its cruel conquest swallowed up the
lands and peoples that had been parts of the three previous empires and
assimilated those lands and peoples into itself.
p. 1335
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J. Vernon McGee says:
The fourth kingdom is the kingdom of the latter days. Remember that
Daniel had told Nebuchadnezzar that that was the reason for the image. God
is speaking to Nebuchadnezzar, an idol worshiper, through this image, and
He is telling Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. He is a world
ruler, and he is concerned about where it is all going to end. My friend, we
are living in the period of the latter days, and that is still the question today:
What is this world coming to?
We need to stand back and look at this image again for a moment. It is
awe-inspiring and of tremendous size. I think it towered over the entire plain
of Babylon as Nebuchadnezzar saw it in his vision. It is a multimetallic
image. It has a head of gold, and that speaks of Babylon. The breast and
arms are of silver—Media-Persia. The brass is Graeco-Macedonia. The legs
of iron, and that is Rome. In the feet, clay is inserted into the iron, which is
the last form of the Roman Empire.
p. 540

Boice says:
The fourth part of the statue, the part made of iron and the feet made
of iron mixed with baked clay, represented the Roman Empire. Although this
kingdom was still hundreds of years in the future as Daniel spoke, Daniel
nevertheless described it accurately. “There will be a fourth kingdom, strong
as iron—for iron breaks and smashes everything—and as iron breaks things
to pieces, so it will crush and break all the others. Just as you saw that the
feet and toes were partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a
divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as
you saw iron mixed with clay. As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so
this kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle. And just as you saw the
iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not
remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay” (Dan. 2:40-43).
p. 35
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Haskell says:
The image was a comprehensive outline of the world’s history. The
“glory of kingdoms” formed the head of gold, all following kingdoms
deteriorated from Babylon as shown by the grade of metals forming the
image. First gold, then silver, brass, and iron. In the latter part of the
world’s history, a marked change was revealed by the iron being mixed with
miry clay. There were to be no more universal kingdoms ruled by men when
the power of the fourth kingdom was broken, it was to remain divided until
the end. In place of one kingdom there would be several.
p. 35
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v. 41 Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay and
partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of
the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay.

Peterson paraphrases verse 41:
“But then the feet and toes that ended up as a mixture of ceramic and
iron will deteriorate into a mongrel kingdom with some remains of iron
in it.
pp. 1583-4

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The empire that began as iron regressed to a state of clay mixed with iron.
This mixture speaks of progressive weakness and deterioration. . . . iron and
clay cannot be mixed.
p. 1335

Gangel quotes Miller who says:

p. 60

In summary, shortly before the second coming of Christ, ten (a
literal or symbolic number) kingdoms (or nations) of unequal strength
will unite to form a coalition that will rise out of the ruins of the
ancient Roman Empire. Since Rome is part of Europe, and the
activities of that ancient empire centered in Europe, it is reasonable to
assume that this area of the world will play a leading role in this
future regime. In Dan. 7 the prophet indicates that from this empire
will come the evil world leader of the last days commonly known as
Antichrist (Miller, p. 99).
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Patrick & Lowth say:
The ten toes of the image signify the ten kings, who were in aftertimes to
divide this kingdom among themselves . . .
p. 647

Campbell says:
It seems best to recognize that Daniel’s prophecy passes over the
present age and that this rather extended period of time belongs between
verses 40 and 41. From our vantage point, verses 37-40 are history; verses
41-45 are prophecy. The prophetic dream reveals that the fourth empire,
Rome, would appear and have a dramatic history only to go into an eclipse
till the end times, when it will reappear.
p. 25

Feinberg says:
In this symbol of the Roman Empire, the feet of the great statue are a
mixture of iron and clay. These two extremes indicate that Rome would be
characterized by both strength and weakness. Historically, Rome was a
combination of both a democratic government (during the Roman Republic)
and an imperial government (during the Roman Empire). In the king’s
dream, when the stone struck the statue’s feet, the whole statue was
shattered. Empires, which seem so permanent to men, will not be able to
stand when the Lord visits His wrath upon them.
pp. 36-37
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v. 42 As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be
partly strong and partly brittle.

Peterson paraphrases verse 42:
Just as the toes of the feet were part ceramic and part iron, it will end
up a mixed bag of the breakable and unbreakable.
p. 1585

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The Roman Empire was characterized by division . . . and deterioration
. . . partly strong and partly brittle).
p. 1335

Patrick & Lowth say of “BRITTLE”:
The sense of the word is more fully explained in the following verse. Some
interpreters explain them thus: That the chief power in these ten kingdoms
shall be partly secular, and partly ecclesiastical: and the encroaching of the
ecclesiastical power upon the secular, shall be the occasion of frequent
clashings between them, to the weakening of both parties, and endangering
their breaking to pieces.
p. 647
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Pentecost says:
In these verses several important features concerning the final form of
Gentile power are to be observed. (1) The final form of Gentile power is an
outgrowth from and final development of the fourth great empire, the Roman.
This final form is represented by the feet and ten toes (Dan. 2:41-42). (2) The
final form of this power is marked by division (Dan. 2:41). Such is the
signification of the emphasis on the ten toes and the clay and the iron.
Tregelles writes:

p. 319

Thus we see this fourth empire especially brought before us at a
time when in a divided condition, and when thus debased. The
number of the toes of the feet appears to imply a tenfold division: this
may be taken as a hint given to us here, although the more specific
statement of the fact is not told us till farther on in this book. This
kingdom is then divided into parts, which we shall see from other
portions of the Scripture (especially chap. [7]) to be exactly ten.
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v. 43 And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will
be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron mixes
with clay.

Peterson paraphrases verse 43:
That kingdom won’t bond, won’t hold together any more than iron and
clay hold together.
p. 1585

Gangel says:
As Walvoord points out:

p. 61

Probably the best solution to the problem is the familiar
teaching that Daniel’s prophecy actually passes over the present age,
the period between the first and second coming of Christ or, more
specifically, the period between Pentecost and the rapture of the
church. There is nothing unusual about such a solution, as Old
Testament prophecy lumps together predictions concerning the first
and second comings of Christ without regard for the millennia that lay
between (Lk 4:17-19; cf. Is 61:1-2) (Walvoord, Daniel, p. 72).

Ironside says:
. . . During the present age, while it is true that the Gentile times are still
running on, prophecy has to do, not with this age, but with the period that
closed at the cross, and another brief season which will commence after the
Church has been caught up to be with the Lord. God’s special work in this
day of grace is the taking out from among the Gentiles a people to the name
of His Son. He is not now dealing with nations as such, but with individual
souls, whom He is saving, and, by the baptism of the Holy Spirit, forming
them into one body to be the bride of the Lamb in the ages to come.
p. 34
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Wiersbe says:

From the human point of view, the kingdoms of the world look like metal; but
from the divine point of view, they are like beasts (Dan. 7). Note that the
value of the metal decreases as history unfolds, until the nations end up a
weak mixture of iron and clay (Dan. 2:41-43). God does not see “progress” in
what man does; He sees only increasing weakness.
p. 561

Phillips & Vines say:
In Daniel 2:42 we come to the end times, to the “latter days” just before
the return of the Lord Jesus. Evidently the Roman empire is to be revived.
Verses 42 and 43 describe a futile attempt to combine autocratic rule (iron)
with a people’s democracy (clay).
Daniel said, “They shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but
they shall not cleave.” Iron and clay do not mix. He continued with a
reference to “the days of these kings” (referring back to the ten toes of the
image), to the time when the Roman empire will be revived.
There have already been attempts to revive that empire. Napoleon
tried and failed. So did Mussolini. In the last days, however, there will be a
European federation of nations corresponding to the ancient Roman empire.
It will be a ten-kingdom alliance, headed eventually by the antichrist.
p. 46
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v. 44 “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It
will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will
itself endure forever.

Peterson paraphrases verse 44:
“But throughout the history of these kingdoms, the God of heaven will
be building a kingdom that will never be destroyed, not will this
kingdom ever fall under the domination of another. In the end it will
crush the other kingdoms and finish them off and come through it all
standing strong and eternal.
p. 1585
“GOD . . . WILL SET UP A KINGDOM THAT WILL NEVER BE
DESTROYED.”
There are FIVE THINGS that are said about that “KINGDOM” here in
verse 44. It will:
1.

“NEVER BE DESTROYED,”

2.

“[NOT] BE LEFT TO ANOTHER,”

3.

“CRUSH ALL [THE OTHERS],”

4.

“BRING THEM TO AN END,” and

5.

“ENDURE FOREVER.”

Matthew 21:44
“And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on
whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.”
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Psalm 45:6
Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;
a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Daniel then focused on the overthrow of those kingdoms. . . . [probably] the
time of the 10 toes . . .
p. 1336

Gangel says:
Miller reminds us: “What a comforting passage this is. In this present
world of injustice, wars, and crime, it is reassuring to know that Christ is
coming; and when he comes, all of the evils of this age will end. There is
indeed coming a day when ‘the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the
glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea’ (Hab. 2:14), for Messiah’s
reign of righteousness will extend to the ends of the earth” (Miller, p. 102).
p. 62

Boice says:
But they are also proof of God’s sovereignty, which is the dominant
theme in Daniel. How so? It is because the only way in which God can
foretell what is going to come about in history is if God is in control of history.
He is able to foretell what will happen because he has determined what will
happen and because he has the power to make it happen. What is more, this
shows God to be the true God.
pp. 35-36
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J. Vernon McGee says:
God’s form of government is going to be just exactly like that head of
gold, only the ruler will be that Rock that is “cut out without hands”—none
other than the Lord Jesus Christ. He is going to reign over this earth, and
He is not going to ask anybody for advice about it. He will not have a
Congress, and He will not have a cabinet, and He will not be calling upon you
to vote for Him. In fact, if you don’t make a decision for Him in this life, my
friend, you just won’t be there at all. Don’t rebel against that fact, because
this happens to be His world—He created it. You and I are just little pygmies
running around down here. God has as much right to remove you and me
from this little world as I have to remove those ants that get into my house
and yard.
p. 541
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McGee says further:
The Roman Empire is the last, and it will be in existence in the latter days.
Actually, it exists today. All of these other empires were destroyed by an
enemy from the outside, but no enemy destroyed Rome. Attila the Hun came
in and sacked the city, but he was so awestruck by what he saw that he
realized he could not handle it. He took his barbarians and left town. The
Roman Empire fell apart from within—no enemy destroyed it. Rome is living
in the great nations of Europe today: Italy, France, Great Britain, Germany,
and Spain are all part of the old Roman Empire. The laws of Rome live on,
and her language also. No one speaks Latin today, but it is basic to
understanding French, Spanish, and other languages. Her warlike spirit
lives on also: Europe has been at war ever since the empire broke up into
these kingdoms.
What is happening in Europe today? There is a new psychological
viewpoint developing. The young people there do not want to be called
Italians or Germans; they like to be called Europeans. Such thinking is
creating a basis for the man who is coming someday to put the Roman
Empire back together again. He is known in Scripture as the Man of Sin, or
the Antichrist. They have a Common Market in Europe today, and they may
be well along in restoring the Roman Empire. But not until God takes down
the roadblock will that man appear and all this come to fruition. Because he
is Satan’s man, God will not let him appear until He has called out his people
to His name. When He has done that, He will remove His church from the
earth. God is carrying out His program whether it looks like that or not.
Therefore, there is one coming who will put the Roman Empire
together again. I never speak of the resurrection of the Roman Empire; that
implies that it died. Let me again quote a nursery rhyme:
Humpty-Dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty-Dumpty had a great fall;
All the King’s horses, and all the King’s men
Could not put Humpty-Dumpty together again.
You see, the Roman Empire fell apart like Humpty-Dumpty. There have
been a lot of men who tried to put it together again, but they have not
succeeded. That was one of the missions of the Roman Catholic church at the
beginning. Also, Charlemagne attempted to put it back together. Napoleon
tried to do so, and also several emperors of Germany. Hitler and Mussolini
attempted it, but so far the man has not yet appeared who will accomplish it.
God is not quite ready for him to appear.
p. 541
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McGee says finally:
The Antichrist, or the Man of Sin (he has about thirty-five aliases in
Scripture), is the one who will bring back the Roman Empire. He will be a
world dictator—he will rule the world just as Nebuchadnezzar did at the
beginning (see Rev. 13). That is an ideal form of government, but if the
wrong man is at the top, it is horrible. This was true of Nebuchadnezzar, as
we will see, and it will certainly be true of the Antichrist.
When the Lord Jesus comes, He is going to rule as an autocratic ruler,
and He is going to put down all rebellion against Him: “Thou shalt break
them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel”
(Ps. 2:9). I don’t think He wants me to apologize for Him today. If you don’t
like it, I suggest you get on the next trip to the moon or Mars and get off this
earth. He is going to take over this earth, and I think He may take over the
place you choose, also. This is His universe—it belongs to Him.
p. 542

Feinberg asks the question:
When will this stone fall and smash the great statue? No one can say
for certain, but it must follow catastrophe and the formation of a ten-kingdom
federation on the territory of the old Roman Empire. It will have a supreme
head, a political leader of great power. He will not be able to bring peace to
the world but will be crushed by the returning Lord Jesus Christ, who then
will establish peace on earth.
Although some may deny that a revival of the Roman Empire is
possible, it is evident that European thought is moving more and more along
these lines to counter the growing strength of that northern colossus,
Communist Russia. In fact, the balance of power will be difficult to preserve
unless the “beast of the north” is counterbalanced. How soon that coalition
will be formed is impossible to say. But before these events come to fruition,
the church will be caught away into heaven, just as the Lord promised (John
14:1-3; 1 Thess. 4:13-18). All believers in the Lord Jesus Christ will be taken
to be with Him before these final events are fulfilled on earth.
p. 39
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Gaebelein says:
The ten toes of iron and clay represent the final form of the times of the
Gentiles. They are typical of ten kings. Thus Daniel interpreted the ten toes
for he said “In the days of these kings” (Verse 44).
p. 30

Parker says:
Then Daniel lays down a great law:—“And in the days of these kings
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed.”
Only the divine is the eternal. Have nothing to do with any temple that God
does not build; renounce all policies that God does not inspire; have nothing
whatever to do with any engagement about which you cannot openly pray
and hold consorted with God at the Cross of Christ; then your life, though not
outwardly successful according to the calculation of men, will have in it a
sanctuary, safe from every storm, an altar where the cold winds never blow, a
secret gate opening upon all heaven.
p. 373

Goldingay says:
The kingdom, the power, and the glory had belonged to
Nebuchadnezzar for a while by God’s gift, but now they are manifested
elsewhere “for ever and ever.”
p. 60
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(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Copyright – SCCT, 2003.
A few years ago I had a scary encounter with a masked man wielding a knife.
I remember him with gratitude, though since he was an orthopedic surgeon
to whom I paid thousands of dollars to correct some problems with my left
foot. The horizontal recovery period gave me a chance to ponder pain that we
choose voluntarily, sometimes for our own good and sometimes to our peril.
While rehabilitating, I persisted in exercises that hurt me because I
knew that working through the soreness would allow my foot to regain its
usefulness. On the other hand, for three months the surgeon forbade
bicycling, hiking, running, and other activities that might endanger the
healing process. Basically, anything that sounded fun he vetoed.
On one visit I tried to talk him into permitting a premature golf match.
“Some close friends get together only once a year, and this one’s important to
me. I’ve been practicing my swing, and if I use only my upper body, and keep
my legs and hips very still, could I join them? I think I could keep most of my
weight on my right foot?
Without a flicker of hesitation, my doctor replied, “It would make me
very unhappy if you played golf within the next two months.”
“I thought you were a golfer,” I said, seeking sympathy.
“I am. That’s how I know you can’t swing without rolling that foot
inward and putting weight on the bones that are trying to heal.”
Later I told my wife about his strange way of expressing disapproval.
“Why should I care if my doctor is unhappy?” I joked. “I’m not his
psychiatrist.”
Of course, my doctor had nothing against my playing golf; a fellow
golfer, he understood my frustration. Yet he also had my best interest at
heart. It would truly make him unhappy if a patient were to indulge in
short-term pleasure that might jeopardize a full recovery. He wanted me to
play golf the next year, and the next, and the rest of my life, and for that
reason he could not sanction a match so soon after my surgery.
p. 127-8
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v. 45 This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but
not by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay,
the silver and the gold to pieces. “The great God has shown the king
what will take place in the future. The dream is true and the
interpretation is trustworthy.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 45:
It will be like the stone cut from the mountain by the invisible hand
that crushed the iron, the bronze, the ceramic, the silver, and the gold.
The great God has let the king know what will happen in the years to
come. This is an accurate telling of the dream, and the interpretation
is also accurate.”
p. 1585
2 Samuel 7:16
Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your
throne will be established forever.’”
Revelation 11:15
And the seventh angel sounded; and there arose loud voices in heaven,
saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our
Lord, and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.”
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Revelation 19:11-20
And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who sat
upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He judges and
wages war. And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are
many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him which no one
knows except Himself. And He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood;
and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies which are in
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on
white horses. And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with
it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron;
and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.
And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” And I saw an angel standing in the
sun; and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly
in midheaven, “Come, assemble for the great supper of God; in order
that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and
the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on
them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and
great.” And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their
armies, assembled to make war against Him who sat upon the horse,
and against His army. And the beast was seized, and with him the
false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he
deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire
which burns with brimstone.
Revelation 19:21
And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of
Him who sat upon the horse, and all the birds were filled with their
flesh.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then concludes:
Then He will rule forever in the Millennium and in the eternal state.
p. 1336
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J. Vernon McGee says:
“The stone [which] was cut out of the mountain without hands”
represents none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. This is not a man this is
God’s Anointed. The Lord Jesus Himself made it clear that He is that Stone.
In His day there were probably more people who understood what He was
saying than there are today. In Matthew 21:44 He said, “And whosoever
shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will
grind him to powder.” He is the Stone, the living Stone, the foundation—
“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ”
(1 Cor. 3:11). If you fall on that Stone—that is, rest in Him by faith, come
just as you are without one plea but that His blood was shed for you—you are
broken, you come as a sinner, with nothing to offer. But He is a wonderful
Stone to rest upon.
The Stone is one of many figures of speech in Scripture which speak of
Christ in His office as both Savior and Judge. He is the Rock of salvation (see
Deut. 32:15), and He is the Rock of judgment (see Deut. 32:4).
These verses in Daniel speak of the time when He is coming to the
earth as Judge to put down earth’s rebellion against God. The reference here
is to the second coming of Christ to the earth, which is depicted for us in
detail in Revelation, 19:11-21.
p. 542

Keil & Delitzsch say:
The word with which Daniel concludes his address, . . . firm, sure, is the
dream, and certain its interpretation, is not intended to assure the king of
the truth of the dream, because the particulars of the dream had escaped
him, and to certify to him the correctness of the interpretation . . . but the
importance of the dream should put him in mind to lay the matter to heart,
and give honour to God who imparted to him these revelations; but at the
same time also the word assures the readers of the book of the certainty of
the fulfilment, since it lay far remote, and the visible course of things in the
present and in the proximate future gave no indication or only a very faint
prospect of the fulfilment.
p. 112
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Walvoord says:
Daniel summarized the whole vision as God showing “the king what
will take place in the future” (v. 45).
This prophetic revelation makes clear that the kingdom from heaven is
not a spiritual kingdom which by spiritual processes will gradually conquer
the earth, but rather a sudden catastrophic judgment from heaven destroying
the political kingdoms of the Gentiles.
p. 218

Walvoord says in his commentary:
In concluding his interpretation, Daniel reaffirms the absolute
certainty of the fulfillment of the dream, stating again that its interpretation
comes from God, that the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof
sure. Taken as a whole, it assures the ultimate rule of God over the earth to
be fulfilled, not only in the millennial kingdom but in the continued display of
the sovereignty of God in the new heaven and the new earth.
p. 76

Campbell says:
He is the “stone cut out of the mountains” who will deliver a devastating and
final blow against the nations before commencing His reign on earth. This
passage is expanded in the Book of Revelation (19:11-21).
p. 26

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

73

David Jeremiah says:
This is the Lord Jesus coming in His glory to destroy all world governments
and, like a mountain, fill the whole earth.
An unknown poet wrote this:

p. 63

Look for the way-marks as you journey on.
Look for the way-marks passing one by one.
Down through the ages past the kingdoms four,
Where are we standing?
Look the way-marks o’er.
Down in the feet of iron and clay
Weak and divided, soon to pass away.
What will the next great glorious drama be?
Christ and His coming and eternity!
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v. 46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him
honor and ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him.

Peterson paraphrases verse 46:
When Daniel finished, King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face in awe
before Daniel. He ordered the offering of sacrifices and burning of
incense in Daniel’s honor.
p. 1585

J. Vernon McGee says:
The effect of Daniel’s interpretation, upon Nebuchadnezzar is so profound
that he actually worships Daniel and commands others to do likewise. He
doesn’t know any better; he only knows the worship of physical objects, and
he intends thus to worship the living and true God. This was his introduction
to the God of heaven. In this book we can watch the growth of faith in the
heart of this idolatrous king. It will break through the darkness of paganism,
and he is going to come into the marvelous light of the knowledge of God.
pp. 542-3

Gangel says:
In the superstitious extremism for which Nebuchadnezzar was famous,
he swung from an order to execute all the wise men to an act of worship to
one of them. Surely Daniel refused this worship, since he has already
indicated that he was only God’s instrument in this process (2:30).
Nebuchadnezzar hardly experienced conversion on this occasion, but he did
acknowledge that Daniel’s God was the God of gods and the Lord of kings,
obviously admitting his greatness over Marduk and Nabu. Like Abraham
before him and Esther after him, Daniel was elevated to a place of respect by
powerful pagan leaders and used in that position by God to care for his
people. Daniel’s God was a great mystery to Nebuchadnezzar, but the king
had taken the first step toward acknowledging his greatness over all other
worshiped deities. There may be a warning here for us as well.
p. 63
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Longman says:
Whatever reason we give, the concluding scene gives us a powerful
picture that reinforces the theme of our book: The most powerful pagan in the
world lies prostate before an exiled Jew. Chills of excitement and the flames
of hope will rise in the hearts of those who identify with Daniel and his God.
p. 84

Leupold says:
Nebuchadnezzar is so deeply impressed by the manifestation of the
power and the knowledge of the Almighty that he bestows singular honors
upon the one whom God used to transmit this revelation. He casts himself
down before God’s prophet as he would before God. But Daniel had already
in v. 30 clearly asserted his personal inability to do more than any other of
his fellow mortals might do. In concluding his interpretation in v. 45 he had
again ascribed the revelation to God. This must have clarified the king’s
thinking and led him to worship God by honoring His representative.
pp. 146-27

Fyall says:
He did not concern himself further with the message of the dream. For the
moment, at least, he was secure and reverted to the role of gracious sovereign
bestowing gifts.
p. 42
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David Jeremiah says:
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Revelation chapter 1 contains an awesome portrait of the risen and glorified
Christ. Jesus Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, appeared
to the apostle John in a heart-stopping vision—not as the meek and tender Lamb
of God, but as the roaring Lion of Judah. Verses 13 through 16 paint a picture of
an almighty Savior shining in the fullness of His power and glory:
His clothes spoke of His greatness, faithfulness, and majesty;
His head and hair of gleaming white spoke of His eternity and holiness;
His eyes of fire spoke of His omniscience;
His feet of brass spoke of His powerful justice;
His mouth spoke of His supreme sovereignty over the world;
His hands spoke of His lordship, control, and authority;
His face, the central feature of His person, made everything fade in the
light of its brilliance.
Commentator William Ramsey captured the awesome scene like this:
Here is the Son of Man clothed with power and majesty, with awe and
terror. That long royal robe; that golden belt buckled at the breast; that
hair so glistening white that like snow on which the sun is shining, it
hurts the eye; those eyes flashing of fire, eyes which read every heart and
penetrate every hidden corner; those feet glowing in order to trample
down the wicked; that loud reverberating voice, like the mighty breakers
booming against the rocky shore of Patmos; that sharp, long and heavy
great-sword with two biting edges; yes, that entire appearance “as the
sun shines in its power,” too intense for human eyes to stare at—the
entire picture, taken as a whole, is symbolic of Christ, the Holy One,
coming to purge His churches.
John tells us he was so overcome by this majestic vision that “when I saw
him, I fell at his feet as dead.” This was no voluntary act of worship, but an
instinctive reaction of fear. Others in the Bible experienced the same fear:
Abraham “fell on his face” when God spoke with him . . . Moses “hid his face, for
he was afraid” . . . Balaam “bowed his head and fell flat on his face” . . . Joshua
“fell on his face to the earth and worshiped” . . . Gideon and Manoah cried out in
alarm lest they should die . . . Isaiah felt that he was undone . . . Ezekiel fell on
his face . . . Daniel felt like a man who had been drained of all his strength . . .
And the situation did not change in the days of the New Testament. The
three disciples at the Transfiguration saw Jesus’ face shine as the sun and “fell
on their faces and were greatly afraid” . . . Saul of Tarsus fell to the ground and
was left blind as a result of witnessing His glory . . .
So even though John had known this Jesus personally and had laid his
head upon His breast, it is no surprise that he fell at Jesus’ feet as dead. He
was overwhelmed by the majesty of the glorified Son of man.
pp. 191-3

v. 47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the
Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal
this mystery.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 47:
He said to Daniel, “Your God is beyond question the God of all gods,
the Master of all kings. And he solves all mysteries, I know, because
you’ve solved this mystery.”
p. 1585
Nebuchadnezzar says THREE THINGS about God in verse 47. “SURELY
YOUR GOD IS”:
1.

“THE GOD OF GODS,”

2.

“THE LORD OF KINGS,” and

3.

“A REVEALER OF MYSTERIES.”

The REASON for that is:
“FOR YOU WERE ABLE TO REVEAL THIS MYSTERY.”

Leupold says:
Nebuchadnezzar’s words prove more clearly than anything else could
what he meant by his oblations, for he confesses nothing regarding Daniel
but does make rather far-reaching admissions with reference to Daniel’s God.
He begins with an emphatic “of a truth.” He continues by ascribing to Him a
position that is higher than that of many other gods. The king discreetly
leaves his own gods out of the discussion.
p. 127
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Longman says:
Indeed, we must understand verse 46 in the light of verse 47, where
Nebuchadnezzar praises the power behind Daniel. God is “God of gods and
the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries.” Daniel is honored because of
what his God has done, not because of what he has done. However, we must
not be misled to think that Nebuchadnezzar is converted here. As a good
polytheist, Nebuchadnezzar was more than willing to acknowledge the power
of foreign deities. He could easily incorporate Yahweh into his pantheon and
give him the credit due him at the moment.
p. 83

Goldingay says:
Nebuchadnezzar is not expected to take any action in the light of
this foreshadowed future . . . He offers the only possible response, an
acknowledgement of the revealer—God and his human agent. The
experience of God at work leads to an awareness of who God is (v 47). To
acknowledge God as Master among kings is to qualify the meaning of his own
kingship in a revolutionary way, as to acknowledge him as God among gods is
radically to qualify the ascription of divinity to other deities.
p. 61

Blair says:
King Nebuchadnezzar confessed to the prophet, “Of a truth it is, that
your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets.” But
rather than turn to Daniel’s God, he fell down before the prophet and
worshiped him. How sad that Nebuchadnezzar did not say, “Your God is my
God,” instead of, “Your God is a god.” One would expect that, after this
startling disclosure of Jehovah’s power, Nebuchadnezzar would have readily
claimed Him as his own personal God.
p. 53
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v. 48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts
on him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and
placed him in charge of all its wise men.

Peterson paraphrases verse 48:
Then the king promoted Daniel to a high position in the kingdom,
lavished him with gifts, and made him governor over the entire
providence of Babylon and the chief in charge of all the Babylonian
wise men.
p. 1585
There are a SEVERAL THINGS the king does here for Daniel in this
situation. He:
1.

“PLACED DANIEL IN A HIGH POSITION,”

2.

“LAVISHED MANY GIFTS ON HIM,”

3.

“MADE HIM RULER OVER THE ENTIRE PROVIDENCE OF
BABYLON,” and

4.

“PLACED HIM IN CHARGE OF ALL ITS WISE MEN.”
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v. 49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while
Daniel himself remained at the royal court.

Peterson paraphrases verse 49:
At Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego to administrative posts throughout Babylon, while Daniel
governed from the royal headquarters.
p. 1585
Daniel remembers his PRAYING FRIENDS and calls to the attention of
Nebuchadnezzar that these boys certainly qualify for administrative
positions. They are made:
“ADMINISTRATORS OVER THE PROVINCE OF BABYLON.”

Wiersbe says:
When he explained the dream, Daniel gave the glory to God and
shared the credit with his three friends. He also saved the lives of the king’s
wise men (the Chaledeans) when he could have exposed them as frauds. The
presence of the believer can mean deliverance for unbelievers (Job 42:7-10;
Acts 27:21-25), and we must be forgiving to our enemies. After all, we want
to win them to the Savior.
p. 561
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Roman Sentinel Stands Guard to the Very End
When the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius destroyed the city [of Pompeii in A.D. 79],
many people were buried in the ruins. Some took cover underground, and the
place became their burial chamber. Those who chose a high hiding place
were also unable to escape destruction. But a Roman sentinel was found at
the city gate, his hands still grasping his weapon. That was where he had
been placed by the captain. While the earth shook beneath him, while the
flood of ashes and cinders overwhelmed him, he stood at his post; and it was
there he was found a thousand years later.
Citation: Mark S. Wheeler, “Marks of a Servant,”
Discipleship Journal (Nov/Dec 1987)
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities—all things have been created by Him and for Him”
(Colossians 1:16).
LESSON #2: “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is
laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11).
LESSON #3: “From the ends of the earth I call to you, I call as my heart
grows faint; lead me to the rock that is higher than I” (Psalm 61:2).
LESSON #4: It is the “God in heaven who reveals [these] mysteries” to
Daniel (verse 28).
LESSON #5: The Lord is revealing what will happen to come (verse 29).
LESSON #6: “The God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be
destroyed” (verse 44).
LESSON #7: His kingdom “will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to
another people. It will crush all [the others] and bring them to an end,
but it will itself endure forever” (verse 44).
LESSON #8: God and God alone is the sovereign ruler over all.
LESSON #9: Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords.
LESSON #10: The sovereign Lord has complete control over all the kingdoms
of this world.
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Goldingay says:
The world rulers are under God’s control, and when he chooses he can
make them acknowledge it. The shape of human history is under his control,
and the coming of God’s rule is certain. People in exposed positions such as
Daniel’s prove God’s wisdom before gentile masters; how much more can
ordinary people in the context of their ordinary pressures. The sovereignty of
God has been concealed from Nebuchadnezzar, relied on by Daniel, revealed
via Daniel, and recognized by Nebuchadnezzar.
p. 62

Showers says:
The ultimate purpose of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was to assert the
sovereign rule of God in the affairs of men and His superiority over the pagan
gods. Not only did it show the future course of Gentile world dominion, but
also the destruction of that dominion by God and the replacement of it with
His kingdom that would last forever. Since the pagans thought that no
kingdom could conquer another kingdom unless its god were more powerful
than the god of the other, the fact that the Kingdom of the God of heaven
would conquer all of Gentile world dominion would indicate the superiority of
the God of heaven to all the Gentile gods.
p. 25
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Wiersbe says:
As simple as this explanation appears, it carries with it some
important and profound messages. First, it reveals that God is in control of
history. He knows the future because He plans the future. This doesn’t
mean that God is to blame for the evil things that leaders and nations do, but
that He can overrule even their wickedness to accomplish His divine
purposes. The God of heaven gave Nebuchadnezzar his throne and enabled
him to defeat his enemies and expand his empire . . . But the God who gave
him his authority could also take it away, and He did . . . The king didn’t
know how long his empire would last, but he knew it would end some day. In
fact, Babylon was conquered by what Daniel called an “inferior kingdom” . . .
Second, the dream reveals that human enterprises decline as time goes
on. The massive and awesome image not only changed in value from head to
foot—from gold to clay—but it also changed in strength, finally ending in feet
made of iron mixed with clay. Actually, the statue was top-heavy, for the
atomic weight of gold is ten times that of clay, and silver is five times heavier
than clay. From age to age, nations and kingdoms appear strong and
durable, but they’re always in danger of falling over and crashing. The image
Nebuchadnezzar saw dazzled him with the brilliance of the gold, iron, and
bronze, but it was standing on feet composed of iron and clay.
As we survey history, on one level we see progress and improvement;
but when we go deeper, we see decay and decline. Thoreau said that America
had “improved means to unimproved ends,” and that can be said of any
developing nation. We can speak easily to people in almost any part of the
world, but do we have anything important to say? We can travel rapidly from
one place to another, but we make little progress in solving the problems of
war, violence, famine, and liberty. While we’re grateful for the things that
make modern life comfortable and enjoyable—good houses, cars and planes,
powerful medicines, electronic devices—we have to admit that each of these
brings with it new problems that have to be solved. It’s easier to make a
living but harder to make a life.
A third truth is that it will be difficult for things to hold together at the
end of the age. The feet of the image were composed of a mixture of iron and
clay. Iron is strong and durable but clay is weak and prone to crumble. The
iron in the image gives the appearance of strength and endurance, but the
clay announces just the opposite. In fact, the clay robs the iron of its ability
to hold things together, for wherever the iron touches the clay, at those points
there is weakness. Society today is held together by treaties that can be
broken, promises that can be ignored, traditions that can be forgotten,
organizations that can be disbanded, and money-making enterprises that can
fail—all of it iron mixed with clay!
Man at his best is clay, for God made him out of the dust of the earth.
Though man and woman are both made in the image of God, sin has robbed
us of the dominion He gave us . . . We are both creators and destroyers, and
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we seem bent on destroying one another and the world God has graciously
given us. The heart of every problem is the problem in the human heart—
rebellion against God.
The image gives us a fourth truth: Jesus Christ will return, destroy

His enemies, and establish His kingdom.
pp. 31-33

Campbell says:
This chapter, so basic to an understanding of all God’s dealing in
history and prophecy, reveals three important truths:
1. God, not man, is sovereign in world affairs. Yet God is rarely
recognized and His guidance seldom sought in the counsels of government.
A European ruler of a previous generation heard a Bible teacher who
was touring the Continent and speaking on prophetic themes. He invited
him to his palace, examined his charts concerning the future, and then asked
him, “Are you telling me that Christ is to come as King and all kingdoms are
to be subject to Him?”
The Bible teacher replied, “Yes, that’s exactly right!”
“But,” said the sovereign, “that can’t be. Why, it would interfere with
all my plans!”
2. Our sovereign God has a plan for the world. Men construct their
plans and when few are carried out they panic or speak fatalistically of the
futility of it all.
A politician in Washington, D.C., during the height of the Watergate
affair said, “Things in this city are simply out of control!” But they weren’t,
because even if man loses his grip on things, God does not.
3. God is ordering history according to His plan. Certainly it is not
possible for us to understand how every event of our day fits into God’s plan
but we know that history is not drifting aimlessly on. Rather, God is
ordering all things to the consummation which He has planned.
pp. 27-28
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Gangel says:

God is in control of his world and all the people in it from the first moment of
creation to the final hour of human history.
p. 64

Gangel outlines the following principles and applications:
PRINCIPLES





We should always acknowledge that skills, ability, and wisdom
come from God.
God maintains control of earthly kingdoms no matter how evil they
might seem to us.
The kingdom of God, ruled by our Lord Jesus, will one day be
established on earth.
Obedience to God and his truth can often being promotion and
honor in unusual places.

APPLICATIONS



p. 65

The faithful witness of God’s humble children can even bring about
change in the hearts of arrogant and powerful people.
God reveals the future to those who seriously and openly study his
Word.
God puts us in places where he wants us to serve and then expects
us to serve well.
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(The Purity Principle by Randy Alcorn) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright –
Eternal Perspective Ministries, 2003.
What kind of person we are becoming is determined by what we are
taking into our brains. When we read Scripture and good books, participate
in Christ-centered discussion, or care for the needy, we are inclining
ourselves toward righteousness.
The old saying is still true: “Sow a thought, reap an action; sow an
action, reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a character; sow a character, reap a
destiny.”
Actions, habits, character, and destiny all start with a thought, and
thoughts are fostered by what we choose to take into our minds. That’s why
your most important sex organ is your brain.
p. 42

(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL:
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.
O God whose will conquers all,
There is no comfort in anything
apart from enjoying thee
and being engaged in thy service;
Thou art All in all, and all enjoyments are what to me
thou makest them, and no more.
I am well pleased with thy will, whatever it is,
or should be in all respects,
And if thou bidst me decide for myself in any affair
I would choose to refer all to thee,
for thou art infinitely wise and cannot do amiss,
as I am in danger of doing.
I rejoice to think that all things are at thy disposal,
and it delights me to leave them there. . . .
I can of myself do nothing to glorify thy blessed name,
but I can through grace cheerfully surrender soul
and body to thee.
—From The Valley of Vision: A Collection
p. (intro.)

of Puritan Prayers and Devotion
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(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL:
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.
We all begin life as members of a rebellious race, fighting our own personal
war against the sovereign King of the universe. For most, that resistance
unfolds into a lifelong story that could be titled No Surrender.
Some express their resistance overtly, perhaps through a lifestyle of
unbridled lust and perversion. Others are more subtle—they are upstanding
citizens and community leaders; they may even be active in church work.
But beneath the surface, every human being has an inborn determination to
run his own life and an unwillingness to be mastered by Christ, the King of
kings.
p. 19
Leonard Ravenhill was a faithful servant of the Lord whose books and
sermons on revival have inflamed the hearts of millions. At four o’clock one
morning, just days before he went to meet the Master at the age of eightynine, he penned these words that I have displayed in my study as a reminder
of what it means to be a bondservant of the Lord:
Lord, engage my heart today
with a passion that will not pass away.
Now torch it with Thy holy fire
that nevermore shall earth’s desire
invade or quench the heaven born power.
I would be trapped within Thy holy will,
Thine every holy purpose to fulfill,
that every effort of my life
shall bring rapturous praise to my eternal King.
I pledge from this day to the grave
to be Thine own, unquestioning slave.
p. 84

Lord, grant that this prayer shall be our own. Amen.
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(Tempered Steel: How God Shapes a Man’s Heart Through Adversity by
Steve Farrar) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Steve Farrar,
2002.
Mueller lived out what he preached. In 1870, after thirty-nine years of
marriage, Mueller’s wife, Mary, died of rheumatic fever. They had been
exceptionally close, and it was a deep and devastating blow to Mueller. Yet it
was Mueller who spoke at his wife’s funeral. His text was Psalm 119:68,
“You are good, and do good.” Mueller made three observations from the
psalms:
1. The Lord was good, and did good, in giving her to me.
2. The Lord was good, and did good, in so long leaving her to me.
3. The Lord was good, and did good, in taking her from me.11
11. I am indebted to John Piper for this illustration from the life of George Mueller; see John
Piper, The Pleasures of God (Portland, Ore.: Multnomah, 1991), 190.

p. 46
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