PART I
SESSION #6: Daniel 3:13-30
TEXT:
v. 13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego. So these men were brought before the king,
v. 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have
set up?
v. 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes
and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I
made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown
immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you
from my hand?”
v. 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this
matter.
v. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to
save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.
v. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not
serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
v. 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace
heated seven times hotter than usual
v. 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace.
v. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes,
were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace.
v. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the
flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego,
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v. 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.
v. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked
his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the
fire?” They replied, “Certainly, O king.”
v. 25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and
unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”
v. 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace
and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High
God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out
of the fire,
v. 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around
them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of
their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of
fire on them.
v. 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They
trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up
their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.
v. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say
anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into
pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can
save in this way.”
v. 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the
province of Babylon.
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INTRODUCTION:

SOME RAMBLINGS OF A RETIRED MIND
I was thinking about how a status symbol of today is those cell phones that
everyone has clipped on. I can’t afford one so I’m wearing my garage door
opener.
You know, I spent a fortune on deodorant before I realized that people didn’t
like me anyway.
I was thinking that women should put pictures of missing husbands on beer
cans!
I was thinking about old age and decided that it is when you still have
something on the ball but you are just too tired to bounce it.
I thought about making a fitness movie for folks my age and call it “Pumping
Rust.”
I have gotten that dreaded furniture disease . . . that’s when your chest is
falling into your drawers!
You know when people see a cat’s litter box, they always say, “Oh, have you
got a cat?” Just once I wanted to say, “No, it’s for company!”
Employment application blanks always ask who is to be notified in case of an
emergency. I think you should write, “A Good Doctor!”
Why do they put pictures of criminals up in the Post Office? What are we
supposed to do . . . write to these men? Why don’t they just put their pictures
on the postage stamps so the mailmen could look for them while they
delivered the mail?
I was thinking about how people seem to read the Bible a whole lot more as
they get older then it dawned on me—they were cramming for their finals.
As for me, I’m just hoping God grades on the curve.
(Received via e-mail from Floyd Edwards, December 4, 2003)
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(When the Cowboys Come to Town! by Stephen Bly) Winchester, ID: Bly
Books. Copyright – Stephen Bly, 2000.
The Flag Up the Hill
There ain’t much left at RimRock,
just that flag up on the hill,
saggin’ boards of the old schoolhouse,
and Peterson’s feed mill.
Some gravel roads and old concrete
is what most people see.
I tell you there was a town there once,
just as purdy as it could be.
Ain’t many of us left old enough
to remember the RimRock story.
Write it down careful, boys and girls,
it’s a tale of friendship and glory.
Seven boys graduated from RimRock High,
in the class of ‘42.
The war was on, so they all signed up,
thought it the least that they could do.
And things went fine for the seven,
‘til they met with that Army doc.
Young Peterson, he was rejected,
for Jessie it was quite a shock.
Before they left for camp, he gathered them
on that hill behind the store.
And pledged the flag on the pine he would fly,
‘til they all were together once more.
Chester Rutledge was killed at Normandy.
Fred Buchanan, the very next day,
Jim Nickels in a P.O.W. camp . . .
How he died, they never would say.
Ben Clarke was lost in the Coral Sea
when his ship sank out of sight.
Al Holt’s transport was torpedoed
before he got a chance to fight.
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Sniper fire from a high palm tree
brought down Jimmy Ray Bates.
He died in a bed on a hospital ship,
just fourteen miles from the states.
RimRock never recovered after that.
Seems ever’ family had lost a son.
They all moved away with grief and pain,
that is, all of them, except one.
Jessie’s climbed that hill for 57 years
to fly that flag in the sky.
And he says he’ll keep on doin’ it,
til he meets ‘em in the sweet bye-in-bye.

p. 23

There ain’t much left at RimRock,
jist that flag up on the hill,
saggin’ boards of the old schoolhouse,
and Peterson’s feed mill.
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(Write ‘em Cowboy! by Peggy Godfrey) Lake City, CO: Peter Carlyle Elliot
Publishing. Copyright – Peggy Godfrey, 1993.
WORD WRANGLING
My rhyme’s not academic
‘Cause I didn’t go to schools
To study bein’ a writer
So I never learned the rules.
I’m fond of some poetic forms
Aware each has a name
It’s just that I don’t know them
But I know all aren’t the same.
There’s names for words that sound alike
For words with similar meaning
There’s marks to measure what ya wrote
For when ya start poem-cleaning.
If my stories don’t impress ya
There’s no doubt you will find
The way you’re put together
Would appall most any mind.
Poems are like drivin’ cattle
Get thoughts and words to the gate
String ‘em out and move ‘em along
Don’t try to make ‘em wait.
Don’t push too hard or you’ll tire ‘em quick
Don’t let ‘em stop or get lazy
Use the dogs to keep ‘em paired
And laugh when things get crazy.
You try to get where you’re s’posed to go
The shortest most sensible way
Don’t panic when one plan falls apart
There’s always another day.

pp. 80-81

I haven’t got the magic
Of an academic style
But, folks, I’ve got some stories
And I love to see you smile.
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(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary
by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.
Anxiety, high:
wound up tighter’n a two-dollar watch
Anxious:
1. sittin’ on the well which means he is anxious to bring it in
2. raring to go
3. pawing the dirt
4. got buck fever
5. foaming at the trough
6. champing at the bit
7. got ants in his pants
Anxious as:
1. the third monkey scratching on Noah’s gangplank
2. a kid on Christmas Eve
3. a dry steer scenting fresh water . . .
p. 12
Gave up:
1. this old dog is done hunting
2. threw in the towel
3. cashed in his chips
4. sold his horse, which refers to an old-time cowboy selling his horse and
giving up the good life of the open range
5. let her milk down, which refers to a milk cow giving up and letting you
take her milk
6. hollered calf rope
7. unhooked the horses
8. pulled on the whoa reins
9. quit on account of my health, I wanted to keep it
p. 123
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(This Dog’ll Really Hunt: An Entertaining and Informative Texas Dictionary
by Wallace O. Chariton) Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press. Copyright
– Wallace O. Chariton, 1999.
Hot enough to:
1. melt diamonds
2. boil mercury or melt the mercury in a thermometer
3. roast marshmallows on the dashboard of a pickup truck
4. dissolve the shoes on a horse
5. boil spit on the sidewalk
6. melt leather with it still on the cow
7. boil water inside a watermelon on the vine
8. wither a fence post
9. melt dirt
10. sunburn a horned toad
11. buckle pavement on the interstate
12. hard boil an egg in a stock tank
13. fry an egg on the fencer of your pickup
14. use the glove box in my truck as an oven
15. loosen the bristles on a wild hog
p. 144

(The God I Love by Joni Eareckson Tada) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Copyright – Joni Eareckson Tada, 2003.
There are actually only a handful of basement parties I snuck away to,
but those were enough. I had never felt more alone, more alienated. All the
time I sat on a couch with a boy’s arm around me, all the time I draped
myself over him while dancing, laughing at jokes I didn’t get and people I
didn’t think were funny, I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt I was dying
inside. I had pushed a self-destruct button, and I didn’t know how to
disengage. The Joni I’d been raised to be was suffocating and shriveling.
p. 121

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

8

(The God I Love by Joni Eareckson Tada) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Copyright – Joni Eareckson Tada, 2003.

Dear Box . . .
I am tired of saying I’m a Christian out of one side of my mouth
and saying something else out of the other. I want to honor God with
my life. And so God, I’m asking you to please, please do something in
my life to turn it around, because I’m making a mess of it. If I’m going
to call myself a Christian, I want to live like one!
I had to get connected back to God. I had to approach him as He-WhoMust-Be-Obeyed. Like the owner of the vineyard he was—and the owner of
the tree, and the ground, and the roots, and the rain and sun, and even the
clippers. I had to get back to drawing on his life-giving sap, so I could
blossom and grow. Once and for all, I wanted to be the apple of his eye.
I didn’t know how God would answer my prayer. But I knew he’d do
something.
p. 144

(The Servant Leader: Transforming Your Heart, Head, Hands & Habits by
Ken Blanchard & Phil Hodges) Nashville, TN: J Countryman.
Copyright – Blanchard Family Partnership & Phil Hodges, 2003.
Leadership is not about power, it’s not about control. It’s about helping
people live according to the vision. It’s the vision—the purpose, picture of the
future and values—that everyone should serve.
p. 56
Servant leaders understand that everyone needs to be heard, praised,
encouraged, forgiven, accepted and guided back to the right path when they
drift off course. As leaders, we need to practice these behaviors. Why?
Because Jesus did!
p. 99

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

9

Edwards’s Absolute Commitment to Christ

“I go out to preach with two propositions in mind. First, every person ought
to give his life to Christ. Second, whether or not anyone else gives him his
life, I will give him mine.”
Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758)

Citation: submitted by Bill White, Paramount, California
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

10

Well, we now come to EPISODE #6 and the completion of Part 1 in our series
in the Book of Daniel.
EPISODE #1:
Opened at 605 B.C. with Nebuchadnezzar invading the land of Judah.
He took some hostages back to Babylon with him, among whom were
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and also some of the temple
articles.
These four young men were picked to attend a very intense three year
course in the literature and language of Babylon.
They graduated from this course with flying colors and were
commissioned by Nebuchadnezzar to work for the Babylonian
government.
EPISODE #2:
Nebuchadnezzar had a dream and it troubled him greatly. He called
the brain-trust and challenged them that they must not only interpret
the dream, but also tell him what the dream was.
This led to a very heated exchange and the outcome was that
Nebuchadnezzar pronounced an edict that would execute all the braintrust of Babylon.
EPISODE #3:
Daniel confronted the problem with Arioch and the king. He and his
four friends then prayed earnestly that God would reveal the dream
and the interpretation of it to them. The Lord answered that prayer.
Episode #3 ends with praise to the Lord for being so faithful and
sparing of their lives.
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EPISODE #4:
We studied this dramatic dream that Nebuchadnezzar had and the
interpretation of it.

EPISODE #5:
Our last time together.
Nebuchadnezzar built a very large image and brought together all of
the officials and commanded that they would fall down and worship
the image when they heard the musicians begin to play the music.
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did not kneel down and were
brought to the attention of Nebuchadnezzar.
We now come to:
EPISODE #6:
We will see the CONSEQUENCES that come to these three young men
because they literally stood for their convictions rather than falling
down and worshipping this image.
This is the SECOND TIME we have seen these YOUNG MEN STANDING
FOR WHAT THEY BELIEVED.
Daniel joined them and in our first episode THEY REFUSED TO EAT THE
FOOD that had been prescribed by the king for them to eat.
GOD BLESSED THEM for this stand and provided an ALTERNATE MENU
that was satisfying and acceptable to them.
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Dyer says:
Babylon was the nation that destroyed God’s kingdom on earth.
Babylon sacked and burned the temple of Solomon and removed the last king
to sit on the throne of David and rule over an independent nation of Israel.
Babylonians ripped the people from their promised land and carried them
into captivity.
In this chapter of our tale of two cities, Jerusalem moved into the times
of the Gentiles—a period when Israel was without a king from the line of
David. The Gentiles would rule the world, including the people of Israel.
p. 96

Berrigan says:
They are a silent trio; they neither raise questions nor offer answers.
They force no one’s hand. Simply, the truth of their lives speaks for them:
they are prepared to die for their belief. Enveloped in a mysterious silence,
they offer their Torquemada a true defense. In this exemplary moment they
are thus commended to the generations, our own misadventurous one
included. Their credential is a pure light in a dark time: nonviolent
steadfastness.
p. 61

Wiersbe titles this final section, verses 13-30, as:
p. 561

Transformers . . .

Wiersbe earlier titled the other sections:

p. 561

Conformers (1-7) . . .
Informers (8-12) . . .
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Wiersbe uses:
Romans 12:1-2 (KJV)
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which
is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Wiersbe then says:
The three men did not know for sure that God would deliver them; but even if
He did not, they would still obey the Lord and not worship the king and his
idol. Were they trusting Isaiah 41:10 and 43:2? The fire brought them two
blessings: the Lord came and walked with them, and they were set free from
their bonds. Fellowship and freedom are often found in the midst of the
furnace if you are committed to the Lord.
pp. 561-2

Dyer says:
Let us boldly affirm that whatever mischief Satan is allowed to do, it is
always appointed by God for the ultimate service and benefit to the saints.
William Gurnall, after encouraging believers to hold fast to the assurance
that God is watching Satan’s every move, and will not let him have the final
victory, writes, “When God says ‘Stay!’ he must stand like a dog by the table
while the saints feast on God’s comfort. He does not dare to snatch even a
tidbit, for the Master’s eye is always upon him. And so it is; our Master’s eye
is ever upon him. After his first act of disobedience, his failure and doom
were sealed.
p. 72
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Longman says:
A CASE COULD be made as early as chapter 2 that Nebuchadnezzar betrays
a sense of insecurity. This sounds surprising for the most powerful human
being on the face of the earth, but with power and wealth come those who
want to take it away for themselves, even if it means murder.
Nebuchadnezzer’s insecurity is apparent in his treatment of the wisdom
teachers in chapter 2 as well as in his happiness after learning that he was
the head of gold.
The premise of this chapter is the enforced worship of
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden statue, which, whether idol or royal statue, is a way
of compelling a display of loyalty. The report of disloyalty among the three
friends causes an explosion of anger on his part. He immediately has them
brought into his presence for a personal loyalty test.
p. 100
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v. 13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego. So these men were brought before the king,
It is going to be interesting to note that this TRIO is mentioned ELEVEN
TIMES in these verses of our study.
It is also interesting to note that THEY ARE NOT MENTIONED
SEPARATELY, BUT ALWAYS TOGETHER.

Peterson paraphrases verse 13:
Furious, King Nebuchadnezzar ordered Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego to be brought in. When the men were brought in,
p. 1586

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
How significant this event was to Nebuchadnezzar, is seen by his response to
the astrologers’ accusation of the three noncompliant Jews . . . When he
heard that the three refused to bow, he became furious with rage . . .
p. 1339
We also see this RESPONSE again in verse 19.
We have already seen it BACK in Daniel 2:12.
Psalm 60:11, 12 (NLT)
Oh, please help us against our enemies,
for all human help is useless.
With God’s help we will do mighty things,
for he will trample down our foes.
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“FURIOUS WITH RAGE, NEBUCHADNEZZAR SUMMONED SHADRACH,
MESHACH AND ABEDNEGO. SO THESE MEN WERE BROUGHT
BEFORE THE KIGN.”
I imagine from a human point of view, they were feeling very much alone.
They were being hauled into court in a foreign country and were being
charged with treason because of the stand they took with regard to the gold
image.
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I love the Our Daily Bread article for October 20, 2003:
YOU ARE NEVER ALONE
Jesus is just as real today as He was when He walked on this earth.
Even though He doesn’t move among us physically, by the Holy Spirit He is
here, there, everywhere—a continuous, living presence—outside of us and
inside of us.
That may be a terrifying thought for some. Perhaps you don’t like
yourself, or you’re contemplating all the bad things you’ve done. Insecurity
and sin can create a sense of fear, awkwardness, and clumsiness in Jesus’
presence. But think of what you know about Him.
Despite what you are or what you may have done, He loves you
(Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:7-11). He will never leave you nor forsake you (John
14:18; Hebrews 13:5). Others may not think much of you or invite you to
spend time with them, but Jesus does (Matthew 11:28). Others may not like
the way you look, but He looks at your heart (1 Samuel 16:7; Luke 24:38).
Others may think you’re a bother because you’re old and in the way, but He
will love you to the end (Romans 8:35-39).
Jesus loves you in spite of all the conditions that cause others to turn
away. He wants to change you to be like Him, but He loves you as you are
and will never abandon you. You are family; you will never, ever be alone.
—David Roper

Jesus shares your worries and cares
You’ll never be left all alone,
For He stands beside you to comfort and guide you,
He always looks out for His own. —Brandt
IF YOU KNOW JESUS, YOU’LL NEVER WALK ALONE.
(From Our Daily Bread, Monday, October 20, 2003)
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2 Timothy 4:16, 17
At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it
not be counted against them. But the Lord stood with me, and
strengthened me, in order that through me the proclamation might be
fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was
delivered out of the lion’s mouth.
It was “Tante” Corrie ten Boom who said:
“Lord Jesus, thank You that You are willing to work through us. What a
tremendous privilege.”
(source unknown)

Campbell says:
Enraged, the king issued immediate orders to his guards, “Find Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego at once and bring them to me without delay!” The
scene was possibly still in the plain of Dura. The guards made their way
through the crowd of officials, found the three Hebrew youths, and pushed
them roughly along to stand before the enraged Nebuchadnezzar.
p. 33

Campbell raises the question:
Where was Daniel at this time? Why was he not with his friends?
Since the Scriptures are silent on the matter, no one can give a final answer
to these questions. It is usually suggested either that Daniel was sick, that
he was away from Babylon on a business trip, or that he was excused from
such a “loyalty oath” because of his high position. Lest it be thought unfair
that he be excused from this severe test of his faith while his friends were
forced to endure, do not forget that the den of lions awaited Daniel! God does
not test all of His children at the same time or in the same manner.
p. 33
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Wiersbe says:
Once again we see the king in a fit of anger (v. 13; see v. 19 and 2:12). He
had conquered many cities and nations, but he could not conquer himself.
“Better a patient man than a warrior, a man who controls his temper than
one who takes a city” (Prov. 16:32, NIV). Yet the three Hebrew officers were
calm and respectful. “Always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks
you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” (1 Peter
3:15, NKJV).
p. 41

Blair says:
It is pathetic that, though the king could rule an empire, he was not big
enough to rule his own passions. The words “rage and fury” mean that he
was so angry he was beyond himself. He was so infuriated by the
disobedience of the three Hebrew boys that he could hardly get control of
himself. Considering all he had done for them in exalting them to positions
of authority, and suddenly discovering they refused to cooperate, was too
much for him.
p. 63

Fyall says:
Another element now adds even greater tension to the story: the rage of
Nebuchadnezzar. In many respects, as we have seen, Nebuchadnezzar was a
fairly tolerant and enlightened king. Yet where his own prestige is involved
he has already shown himself to be prone to furious outbursts of anger. In
2:12: ‘This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the execution
of all the wise men of Babylon.’ This heightens our fear for the young men in
their dreadful predicament.
p. 51
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Jeremiah says:
Nebuchadnezzar was furious. He commanded the three Hebrews to be
brought before him and repeated his order. This time he didn’t assign his
paid preacher to announce the worship moment; he gave it himself. He said,
“When you three hear the orchestra play, you be ready to fall down and
worship the image I made. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown
immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you
from my hand?” (Dan. 3:15).
The orchestra members had their instruments poised and waited for
the baton to come down on the first beat. Thousands of eyes must have been
boring into the backs of the three Hebrews as they stood before the king. In
the minds of the doomed ones was the realization that there was really no
option for them. They knew the Old Testament law that speaks clearly about
idolatry. “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not
bow down to them or worship them” (Exod. 20:4-5). The choice was between
the king’s command and God’s Word.
pp. 76-77

Feinberg says:
The king could not allow this defiance to go unpunished, even though it
involves some of the highest officials in his empire. Whenever there is a
conflict between politics and religion, there is no accommodation to the rights
of conscience before the Lord.
pp. 45-46

Phillips & Vines say:
“Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury . . .” This is the second
time such a thing is recorded. We read before that “the king was angry and
very furious” (2:12). Here was a man who had no control over his emotions, a
man who could not handle his anger.
p. 55
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Phillips & Vines say further:
The J.B. Phillips paraphrase of Romans 12:2 is tremendous. Instead of
“Be not conformed to this world,” J.B. Phillips puts it, “Don’t let the world
around you squeeze you into its own mold.” That is exactly what the world
wants to do. This world wants all to have the same standards—its
standards; all accept the same beliefs—its beliefs; all go to the same places—
its places; all do the same things—its things. It wants to make us products of
its assembly line. When an individual dares to be different, this upsets the
world and it gets angry. We see here, then, the anger of the world against
three people who were not willing to go along with it.
p. 56
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Seeing these three guys standing before all the pomp and power of Babylon
and King Nebuchadnezzar himself, reminded me of an Our Daily Bread
I read back in October.
“THE UNDERBIRD”
Charlie Brown, the comic strip character, identified with the underdog,
probably because he always felt like one. In one scene he was building a
birdhouse when the cynical Lucy came by. “I’m building it for sparrows,”
Charlie told her. Lucy said, “For sparrows? Nobody builds birdhouses for
sparrows.” “I do,” replied Charlie Brown. “I always stick up for the
underbird.”
At times Christians may overlook the “sparrows,” the little people in
their worlds. They may ignore those they view as less valuable.
James said it’s wrong for a Christian to practice partiality (James 2:1).
It’s a sin to show personal favoritism (v.9). The reasons may be social,
economic, educational, or ethnic, but there’s no excuse for disrespecting
people with our attitudes and words.
Jesus didn’t do this. He crossed all kinds of traditional barriers to talk
with tax-collectors, sinners, non-Jews, people of mixed races, the poor, as well
as the rich. He came to identify with each of us, and to pay the price on the
cross for all our sins.
When a sparrow falls, the Father takes note of it. But He cares much
more for people, including the “underbird.” Perhaps we need a little more
Charlie Brown in us. —Dave Egner

Lord, help me to love the way that You love
The humble, the lowly, the meek;
And help me to care the way that You care
For sinners, the outcasts, the weak. —Fitzhugh
NOBODY WINS WHEN WE PLAY FAVORITES.
(From Our Daily Bread, Monday, October 27, 2003)
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Lucas titles these first verses and then says:
Nebuchadnezzar’s rage (13-15) may contain an element of annoyance
at the ingratitude of these Jews. Powerful patrons can turn into dangerous
enemies. However, he does not accept the accusation against them without
giving them a chance to prove their loyalty and obedience. His primary
concern is with their public conduct, rather than with their private beliefs.
p. 95

Gangel says:

Temptation to sin often carries with it not only a threat of death if one
refuses, but a second chance to act on the temptation in order to save one’s
life.
p. 77

Miller says:
Beside himself with rage, the Babylonian despot immediately had the three
Jews brought before him.
p. 117

Leupold says:
We can readily understand how the absolute monarch becomes very
much angered at the presumption, as he deems it, of these three men. He is
perhaps aroused all the more because they had, upon Daniel’s petition, been
advanced to positions of rare importance.
p. 149
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Haskell says:
Can it be, thought the king, that when the image is made after the
pattern of the one shown me by the God of the Jews, that those men, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego, have failed to worship at my command? Can it be
possible that when I have elevated those men, who were only slaves, to high
positions in the government, that they disregard my laws? The thought rankled
in the heart of the king. Self exaltation brooks no opposition, and the men were
called forthwith into the presence of Nebuchadnezzar.
p. 42

J. Vernon McGee says:
“Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury”—this man had a real psychological problem, and such actions characterize his form of insanity. He
suffered from hysteria, and a sort of manic-depressive psychosis: one moment
he was hot with anger and the next he was laughing his head off.
p. 546

Spurgeon says:
This great king of Babylon was an absolute monarch. His will was
law; no man ever dared to dispute with him. Who would differ from a
gentleman who could back up his arguments with a fiery furnace, or with a
threat to cut you in pieces, and to make your house a dunghill? And now,
when it comes to this, that he sets up a god of his own, a huge colossal statue,
and gathers all the princes and potentates of his world-wide dominion
together, to bow down before this image, it seems a strange thing to him that
there should be anybody found who would not do so. And yet there were
three Jews who mastered him. Once before, they had broken the laws of his
court, and refused to eat unclean meat; and though they ate nothing but
pulse, “At the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter
in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king’s meat.”
Having stood firm for the right before, they were the bolder to face the more
terrible ordeal. The king himself had exalted them in the land, and he
expected them, of course, to do his bidding, and set an example to others; but
these three of the despised race of the Jews were unconquerable even by the
master of the whole world. They stood our before Nebuchadnezzar, and
carried their point for God and for conscience.
p. 358
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v. 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I
have set up?

Peterson paraphrases verse 14:
Nebuchadnezzar asked, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
that you don’t respect my gods and refuse to worship the gold statue
that I have set up?
p. 1586
Nebuchadnezzar has been known through our studies to be a king that CUTS
TO THE CHASE. His immediate QUESTION of confrontation is as follows:
“IS IT TRUE, SHADRACH, MESHACH AND ABEDNEGO, THAT
YOU DO NOT SERVE MY GODS OR WORSHIP THE IMAGE OF
GOLD I HAVE SET UP?”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The high esteem with which these men had previously been held by
Nebuchadnezzar did not pass an immediate judgment on the three but asked
them if the accusation against them were true.
p. 1339

Miller says:
Almost in disbelief, Nebuchadnezzar asked Shadrach, Meschach, and
Abednego if the report was really “true.” Had these three foreigners actually
refused to worship the gods of Babylon (the gods who Nebuchadnezzar
himself worshiped) and disobeyed the king’s command to bow before the
great image?)
p. 118
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Gangel says:
Doubtless the king held little esteem for the Chaledean nobles who jealously
accused three of their own, but the offense was so great that he became
furious with rage. Both the KJV and NIV translate the king’s question as is
it true. The king was incredulous that anyone, particularly three men as
brilliant as those before him, could defy the edict and therefore commit
suicide for what surely seemed to him like no good reason.
p. 77

Boice says:
Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar brought the three young men before him
and probed for a confession in the case. “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have
set up?” (v. 14).
No reply is recorded, but there must have been one. They must have
told the king that what he had been told about them was correct.
p. 43

Walvoord says:
The argument and accusation of the Chaldeans had a telling effect
upon Nebuchadnezzar, who regarded the disobedience of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-nego not only a threat to his political security but also a personal
affront. However, in view of the fact that they probably had held their offices
for some years and had evidently been efficient in the conduct of their duties,
Nebuchadnezzar in spite of his anger gave them a second chance which lesser
men might not have been offered. Highly enraged, he commanded to bring
the men before him. He asked them two questions: first, “Do not ye serve my
gods?” and second, “Do not ye . . . worship the golden image which I have set
up?” The fact that he distinguished between serving his gods and worshiping
the image, though they are interrelated, seems to confirm the idea that the
worship is primarily political, although the fact that they do not worship his
gods is a condemning circumstance.
p. 87
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Proverbs 29:2 (NLT)

When the godly are in authority, the people rejoice. But when the
wicked are in power, they groan.
Proverbs 29:16 (NLT)

When the wicked are in authority, sin increases. But the godly will
live to see the tyrant’s downfall.
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TIME FLIES
Many metaphors are used in literature to describe life’s brevity. It is a
dream, a swift runner, a mist, a puff of smoke, a shadow, a gesture in the air,
a sentence written in the sand, a bird flying in one window of a house and out
another. Another symbolic description was suggested by a friend of mine who
said that the short dash between the dates of birth and death on tombstones
represents the brief span of one’s life.
When we were children, time loitered. But as we get closer to the end
of our lives, time moves with increasing swiftness, like water swirling down a
drain. In childhood we measured our age in small increments. “I’m 6 1/2,”
we would say, for it seemed to take so long to get older. Now we have no time
for such childishness. Who claims to be 60 1/2?
It’s good to ponder the brevity of life now and then. Life is too short to
treat it carelessly. In Psalm 90, after describing the shortness of life, Moses
prayed, “Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom”
(v.12).
To make the most of our earthly existence, we must lose ourselves in
the will of God (1 Peter 4:2). This we can do even when time is running out.
It’s never too late to give ourselves totally to God. —David Roper

Lord, help us to redeem the time
You give us every day—
To take each opportunity
To follow and obey. —Sper
DON’T JUST COUNT YOUR DAYS, MAKE YOUR DAYS COUNT.
(From Our Daily Bread, Saturday, January 31, 2004)
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Jehosephat’s appointees, the Levites and priests and clan leaders who are
going to serve as judges:
2 Chronicles 19:9 (NLT)

These were his instructions to them: “You must always act in the fear
of the LORD, with integrity and with undivided hearts.
Psalm 119:32

I run in the path of your commands,
for you have set my heart free.
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v. 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes
and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the
image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be
thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be
able to rescue you from my hand?”
We had a QUESTION in verse 14, now we have one in verse 15:
verse 14—“Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do
not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up?” and
verse 15—“THEN WHAT GOD WILL BE ABLE TO RESCUE YOU
FROM MY HAND?”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
He gave them another opportunity to bow before the image. By doing so they
could prove the falsehood of the accusation (or show a changed attitude).
The king impressed on them the importance of such submission,
warning them that the penalty for rebellion . . . would be carried out
immediately.
p. 1339

Peterson paraphrases verse 15:
I’m giving you a second chance—but from now on, when the big band
strikes up you must go to your knees and worship the statue I have
made. If you don’t worship it, you will be pitched into a roaring
furnace, no questions asked. Who is the god who can rescue you from
my power?
p. 1586
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Walvoord says:
It is an amazing fact that Nebuchadnezzar adds the challenging
questions, “Who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?” He is
quite conscious of the demonstration of the superiority of the God of the
Hebrews over Babylonian gods in interpreting his dream in chapter 2, but he
cannot bring himself to believe that the God of the Jews would be able in
these circumstances to deliver these three men from his hand. The fact is
that Nebuchadnezzar feels supreme in his power and does not expect any god
to interfere.
p. 88
Exodus 5:2
Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel
go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Nebuchadnezzar considered himself above all gods, for he asked, What god
will be able to rescue you from my hand?
p. 1339
This is obviously a CONFLICT between:
NEBUCHADNEZZAR and
YAHWEH.

Gangel says:
Nebuchadnezzar’s respect for Daniel’s god had not elevated his
elementary theology one whit. He challenged the accused with a rhetorical
question: what god will be able to rescue you from my hand? Some 150 years
earlier a man by the name of Sennacherib had challenged the God of Israel and
in one night lost 185,000 fighting men to the death angel (2 Kgs. 19).
pp. 77-78
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Miller says:
For some reason Nebuchadnezzar was willing to grant these young
men an opportunity to change their minds. Possibly he had grown fond of
them, or perhaps he felt that it would be a pity to lose three capable men
especially since he had made a large investment of time and money in them.
The king offered to have the orchestra play just for them. If Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego would bow down before the image, all would be well;
but if not, they would be thrown immediately (lit., “in the moment”) into the
blazing furnace.
p. 118

J. Vernon McGee says:
The king gives them another opportunity to change their minds and fall down
before the image. Their submission now would be a worse reproach than it
would have been at the outset. Nebuchadnezzar again recites the penalty for
refusal and shows the fallacy of it. The king has heard of their God before,
and he assures them that He is unable to deliver them.
p. 546
I love the way HEZEKIAH responds to a similar threat from Sennacherib
when he says:
2 Chronicles 32:7, 8
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged because of
the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a greater
power with us than with him. With him is only the arm of flesh, but
with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles.” And
the people gained confidence from what Hezekiah the king of Judah
said.
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Patrick & Lowth say:
Thus Nebuchadnezzar exalted himself above God Almighty, as Sennacherib
had done before him (2 Kings [18]. 36), notwithstanding that he had before
made an amble confession of the true God ([2]. 47).
p. 650

Leupold says:
. . . the interrogative so as to yield the meaning “what god, if any, is there,”
etc?
p. 150

Fyall says:
Nebuchadnezzar here thinks that he is controlling events. He has clearly
forgotten the words of Daniel: ‘The God of heaven has given you dominion
and power and might and glory; in your hands he has placed mankind and
the beasts of the field and the birds of the air’ (2:37-38). Failure to realise
that his own hand is powerless leads to this impasse, and is to cause further
trouble in Chapter 4.
p. 52

Gowan says:
In spite of his furious reaction, the king does not punish the three Jews
for their obstinacy immediately, but gives them another chance to show their
loyalty. He asks them if the accusation is true, and, without waiting for an
answer, warns them that when the ceremony is repeated, if they do not bow
down they will be thrown into the fiery furnace. Then comes another of the
clear indications that absolute royal power is the issue that dominates the
chapter: “and who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?” (v. 15).
p. 67
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Gaebelein says:
Nebuchadnezzar finds out that the accusation is true. Here are three
men who refuse to worship the image of gold. And Nebuchadnezzar, whom
we saw bowing before Daniel and acknowledging God, the Lord of Kings and
the Revealer of secrets, can say now in an arrogant way “Who is that God
that shall deliver you out of my hands?” But in that dark hour the Grace and
Strength of God covered the three friends of Daniel.
p. 45
I am reminded of “Tante” Corrie ten Boom’s prayer while she was being held
captive in Nazi Germany:
“Thank You Lord that You will strengthen us by a dying Savior’s love, a risen
Savior’s power, and a ascended Savior’s prayer, and an eternal Savior’s
glory.”
(source unknown)

Campbell says:
Then, in an attitude of conciliation, he offered the young men another
chance (3:15).
p. 33

He says further:
Nebuchadnezzar knew there was a God who could reveal secrets (Dan. 2) but
he refused to believe that He could deliver Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
from the fate that awaited them.
p. 34
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Jeremiah says:
The king was willing to give those fellows another chance if they would
reconsider their disobedient their disobedient attitude, but he made it clear
that he would carry out the punishment if they refused. We can hear the
sarcasm in his voice when he asks them, “What god will be able to rescue
you?” How soon he has forgotten that it was that God who honored him with
a wonderful dream that Daniel had been able to interpret. It was that God
who made known the wholly history of the world to him. That God created
Nebuchadnezzar, protected him, clothed and fed him, and honored him with
the rulership of the first world empire. He had forgotten that God, but in a
few years he was going to experience the power of that God to bring him to
his knees.
p. 77
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v. 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar,
we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.

Peterson paraphrases verse 16:
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar,
“Your threat means nothing to us.
p. 1586

Leupold says:
These three men know the blindness of the heathen heart. Lengthy
explanations will not be understood; an extended defence will not impress the
darkened mind of the king. Therefore their attitude is that, the more
resolutely they persist in their refusal and commit their souls to the hand of
their faithful God, the more clearly will the issues stand out. They are right,
therefore, in claiming: “We need not answer you a word in this matter.” They
are not insolent. Their words are not tainted by arrogance.
p. 151

He says further:
There is no need of words because either God will deliver them, and the
issues will then be cleared up, for God is well able to do it, or else, for reasons
best known to Him, He will not be able to deliver them; yet even in that case
they cannot alter their position and do anything other than what they
originally purposed to do. Even their death will help to clarify the issues.
Gordon may be right with his rendering: “We need not waste any words in
discussing this matter with you.”
p. 151
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Isaiah 14:24, 26, 27
The Lord Almighty has sworn, “Surely, as I have planned, so it will be,
and as I have purposed, so it will stand. . . . This is the plan
determined for the whole world; this is the hand stretched out over all
nations. For the Lord Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart
him? His hand is stretched out, and who can turn it back?

Patrick & Lowth say:
In so plain a case there is no room for deliberation: we have an answer
ready at hand, “that we ought to obey God rather than man.”
p. 650

Miller says:
The young men responded that they did not need to present a defense
(lit., “return [an answer]”) to the king concerning this decision (v. 16). No
apology was to be given for their stand. This was not a “proud reply” as
Lacocque thinks; it was a “firm reply. Their minds were made up.
p. 119

Gangel says:
They simply stated that, contrary to Nebuchadnezzar’s own viewpoint, he
was not in control of their lives.
p. 78
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Boice says:
When the ultimatum was put to these three men, we do not read that
they took time to think the issues through. Even the great Martin Luther
asked for a night to pray and think when he was asked to recant. But
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego seem to have responded at once . . .
p. 44

He then says further:
There are times in life when you do not want to debate the pros and
cons of a position. If you do, you will very likely choose the wrong side.
There are times when you have to respond the right way and do the right
thing instantly, or you will probably fail the test.
p. 44

Spurgeon says:
First, they said, “Oh Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer
thee in this matter.” The word “careful” there, does not give you the
meaning. Read it, “We are not full of care as to how to answer thee.” They
did answer very carefully; but they were not anxious about the answer. It
was not a thing that troubled them in the least. They knew what they were
going to say. They did not deliberate. They did not hesitate. They said,
“Nebuchadnezzar, we can answer you at once on that point.” They were so
calm, so self-collected, that they could talk to him, not as a king, but as
Nebuchadnezzar. When it came to life-work, it was man to man, and
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to Nebuchadnezzar; and they told him
that they had no difficulty in answering him.
p. 360
Their response reminds me of a great statement made by David Roper:
“It’s the hope of going home that keeps me going. I can hardly wait to get
there.”
(source unknown)
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Feinberg says:
The Hebrews’ reply is magnificent beyond expression and has come ringing
down through the centuries. They knew that the king was determined in his
purpose, and they were steadfast in theirs: there could be no compromise.
They had no choice but to obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29).
p. 46

Wiersbe says:
The three courageous Jews weren’t concerned about themselves, nor were
they afraid of the fury of the king. Their only concern was obeying the Lord
and giving a faithful witness to all who were watching and listening. Their
attitude was respectful and their words were few and carefully chosen.
p. 42
1 Peter 4:16
but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in
that name let him glorify God.
1 Peter 4:19
Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust
their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.
1 Peter 5:10
And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who
called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm,
strengthen and establish you.
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Showers says:
When Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego answered the king, “We do
not need to give you an answer concerning this,” they were not being
arrogant. They were not saying, “We don’t have to tell you anything.”
Instead, they were admitting that the charge against them was true;
therefore, no defense or apology needed to be made.
Realizing that this pagan king could never comprehend the reason for
their stand, Daniel’s friends gave up all attempts to justify their disobedience
to the king. Instead, they simply entrusted themselves to God. They
declared that, if it were God’s purpose to deliver them, He would deliver
them; however, if it were not God’s purpose to deliver them, they still would
not offend Him by obeying the king’s command. Here were saints who
exercised implicit faith in God.
pp. 32-33

Smith says:
The forbearance of the king is shown in his granting Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego another trial after their first failure to comply with
his requirements. Doubtless the matter was thoroughly understood. They
could not plead ignorance. They knew just what the king wanted, and their
failure to do it was an intentional and deliberate refusal to obey him. With
most kings this would have been enough to seal their fate. But no, says
Nebuchadnezzar, I will overlook this offense, if upon a second trial they
comply with the law. But they informed the king that he need not trouble
himself to repeat the farce. “We are not careful” said they, “to answer thee in
this matter.” That is, you need not grant us the favor of another trial; our
mind is made up. We can answer you just as well now as at any future time;
and our answer is, We will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image
which thou hast set up.
p. 99
These three men are victorious because they are staying focused upon the
Lord and His purposes rather than the price they might be paying shortly.
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(Game Day Decisions: Devotions for Athletes by Elliot Johnson) Grand
Island, NE: Cross Training Publishing. Copyright – Cross Training
Publishing, 2000.
ON NOVEMBER 11, 1985, an icy snowball thrown by a Denver fan
splattered onto the field in front of 49ers’ holder Matt Cavenaugh just as he
tried to spot the ball for a game-winning field goal. Distracted from his task,
Cavenaugh muffed the snap, the ball was never kicked, and San Francisco
lost 17-16. With an unsportsman-like deed, the fan had accomplished his
purpose of making Matt’s focus from the important to the immediate!
Jesus is superior to any angel (Chapter 1). He became like man so he
could identify with us and redeem us (Chapter 2). Therefore, the important
message to the Hebrews (and to us) is “fix your thoughts” upon Jesus. We are
to “consider Him” and to “observe Him attentively.” It is crucial to keep our
focus upon Him in the game of life.
p. 52

(The Name by Franklin Graham) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright –
Franklin Graham, 2002.
During my conversation with Mr. Koch, he told about the triumph of
his team in winning the 1992 America’s Cup.
Even with this level of preparation, his boat was considered a 100 to 1
long shot. Mr. Koch had no skill and his crew included several who had no
sailing experience. However, he did have success in the business arena using
what he called the “T3” approach, which stood for teamwork, technology, and
talent. Bill Koch once wrote that the “glue that holds a team together is a
clear focus.”1
1. William I. Koch, “Teamwork, Technology and Talent: The T3 Approach,” accessed at
www.a3.org, 12 February 2002.

p. 116
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(What Husbands & Wives Aren’t Telling Each Other by Steve & Annie
Chapman) Eugene, OR: Harvest House. Copyright – Steve & Annie
Chapman, 2003.
As one husband said, “I’m so happy being married to this woman it would
make a freight train take a dirt road!” We’re not sure exactly what he meant
by his quip, but the gleam in his eyes told us he was a happy man.
p. 12

(Great Souls at Prayer: Fourteen Centuries of Prayer, Praise and Aspiration
by Mary W. Tileston) New Canaan, CT: Keats Publishing, Inc.
Copyright – unknown, 1983.
O Lord, if only my will may remain right and firm towards Thee, do
with me whatsoever it shall please Thee. For it cannot be anything but good,
whatsoever Thou shalt do with me. If it be Thy will I should be in darkness,
be Thou blessed; and if it be Thy will I should be in light, be Thou again
blessed. If Thou vouch-safe to comfort me, be Thou blessed; and, if Thou wilt
have me afflicted, be Thou ever equally blessed—Amen.
Thomas à Kempis.
p. 92

(Every Second Counts by Lance Armstrong with Sally Jenkins) New York,
NY: Broadway Books. Copyright – Lance Armstrong, 2003.
What it teaches is this: pain is temporary. Quitting lasts forever.
p. 4
But near-death cleared the decks, and what came after was a bright,
sparkling awareness: time is limited, so I better wake up every morning fresh
and know that I have just one chance to live this particular day right, and to
string my days together into a life of action, and purpose.
p. 8
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(Every Second Counts by Lance Armstrong with Sally Jenkins) New York,
NY: Broadway Books. Copyright – Lance Armstrong, 2003.
Some losses are more tolerable than others, and some things are
unrecoverable, and the echelons of loss change in crisis. It’s surprising what
you can let go of, depending on the circumstances.
p. 59
Like Sally says, my house is burned, but I can see the sky.
p. 60

(If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat by John
Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – John Ortberg,
2001.
Growth happens when you seek or exert control where you are able to
rather than giving up in difficult circumstances. It happens when you decide
to be wholly faithful in a situation that you do not like and cannot
understand. It happens when you keep walking even though you see the
wind. Then you discover that, somehow, you are not alone.
p. 104
Dave Barry puts it like this: “All of us are born with a set of instinctive fears:
of falling, of the dark, of lobsters, of falling on lobsters in the dark, of
speaking before a Rotary Club, and of the words: ‘some assembly required.’”
p. 122
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GOD GIVE US MEN
God give us men! A time like this demands
Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and ready hands,
Men whom the lust of office does not kill;
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy;
Men who possess opinions and a will;
Men who have honor; men who will not lie;
Men who can stand before a demagogue
And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking;
Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog
In public duty, and in private thinking;
For while the rabble, with their thumb-worn creeds,
Their large professions and their little deeds,
Mingle in selfish strife, lo! Freedom weeps,
Wrong rules the land and waiting Justice sleeps.
—Josiah Gilbert Holland
(source unknown)
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(Into the Depths of God: Where Eyes See the Invisible, Ears Hear the Inaudible,
and Minds Conceive the Inconceivable by Calvin Miller) Minneapolis,
Minnesota: Bethany House. Copyright – Calvin Miller, 2000.

Should we not all be flexible before
we know God’s will?
Should we not all be immovable
after we understand
what he wants done?
He has put us like a statue in its niche.
When there is added to this simple staying some feeling that we
belong completely to God, and that he is our all, we must indeed give
thanks to his goodness. If a statue that had been placed in some niche in
some room could speak, and was asked, “Why are you there?” it would say,
“Because my master has put me here.”
“Why don’t you move?”
“Because he wants me to remain immovable.”
“What use are you there; what do you gain by doing so?”
“It is not for my profit that I am here; it is to serve and obey the will
of my master.”
“But you do not see him.”
“No, but he sees me, and takes pleasure in seeing me where he has
put me.”
“Would you not like to have movement so that you could go nearer
to him?”
“Certainly not, except when he might command me.”
“Don’t you want anything else, then?”
“No, for I am where my master has placed me, and his good
pleasure is the unique contentment of my being.”3
—FRANCIS DE SALES
3. Frances de Sales, Thy Will Be Done, trans. Henry Benedict Mackey (Manchester, N.H.:
Sophia Institute Press, 1955) 34-35. (Originally published 1894.)

p. 22
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v. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to
save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.
“THE GOD WE SERVE IS ABLE”:
1.

“TO SAVE US FROM IT” and

2.

“HE WILL RESCUE US FROM YOUR HAND, O KING.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 17:
If you throw us in the fire, the God we serve can rescue us from your
roaring furnace and anything else you might cook up, O king.
p. 1586

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says that the phrase:
. . . the God we serve . . . show[s] they recognized that God’s authority was
greater than the authority claimed by Nebuchadnezzar.
p. 1339
Daniel 6:16, 20
So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him
into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you
serve continually, rescue you!” . . . When he came near the den, he
called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living
God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue
you from the lions?”
Deuteronomy 3:24
“O Sovereign Lord, you have begun to show to your servant your
greatness and your strong hand. For what god is there in heaven or on
earth who can do the deeds and mighty works you do?
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Wiersbe says:
They might have said, “We can do our people more good by being officers in
the king’s service than by being ashes in the king’s furnace.” But true faith
doesn’t look for loopholes; it simply obeys God and knows that He will do
what is best. Faith rests on commands and promises, not on arguments and
explanations.
p. 42
They were only employed by NEBUCHADNEZZAR but they
served YAHWEH.

Feinberg says:
The Hebrews were not prepared to tell God what their fate should be. If He
should grant their deliverance, all was well. If not, God’s wisdom was still
best (Job 13:15). Their part was to obey God and leave the consequences to
Him.
p. 46
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Boice says:
There were three things that gave Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
the strength to stand firm in this great test of their commitment.
1. They knew that God was sovereign. Nothing is clearer in their
response to King Nebuchadnezzar than this: “The God we serve is able to
save us,” and if he chooses to do so, “he will rescue us from your hand,
O king.” This is no airy, speculative abstraction. This is faith in the furnace.
It is a firm conviction of the sovereignty of God in the midst of all things
contrary. These men knew that God is sovereign, and therefore it was not
foolish but wise for them to entrust their lives to him in this matter.
2. They knew the Scriptures. This is the reason they refused to bow
down: God had forbidden it. But knowing the Scriptures is also important for
the reason that moral issues seldom come to us in black-and-white terms.
The world makes moral issues as ambiguous as possible, because when that
is the case, it seems to free us to do what we want to do—or at least to do
what we judge best in the circumstances. If we are to do the right thing in
such circumstances, we must know the Word of God, because only the Word
of God will cut through such ambiguity. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
triumphed because their minds were filled with Scripture and because they
kept coming back to Scripture as the only fully trustworthy and inerrant
authority in all matters.
3. They were willing to die for their convictions. I am sure you can see
why this is important. It is important because it is possible to believe in a
sovereign God and know from Scripture what the sovereign God requires and
yet fail to do the right thing because you are unwilling to pay the price of
obedience. It is true that not many of us are likely to be faced with a choice
between compromise or execution. I hope you never will be. But the issue is the
same regardless of the penalty. Many fail because they will not pay the price of
a loss of popularity or loneliness or ridicule or persecution or economic hardship.
Only those who are willing to pay such prices make a difference.
I think of Dr. Joseph Tson, the Romanian pastor who before his exile
was called before the Communist authorities to answer for his religious
convictions and preaching. He expected to be killed. So he set his affairs in
order, and when he appeared before the interrogating officer, he said, “I have
to tell you first that I am ready to die. I have put my affairs in order. Your
supreme weapon is killing. My supreme weapon is dying, because when you
kill me people all over Romania will read my books and believe on the God I
preach—even more than they do now.”
The interrogator replied, “Who said anything about killing?” and
eventually let him go. Today Joseph Tson is in America, where he prepares
weekly radio broadcasts into Romania that are listened to by most of the
population. He is heard because he would rather have died than compromise.
pp. 45-46
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Gangel says:
Theologically we must distinguish the difference between God’s power and
God’s will in verses 17-18. Verse 17 proclaims God’s complete capability to
deliver these men in any way to chose to do so; verse 18 raises the question of
whether or not he makes that choice.
p. 78

Miller says:
Regarding the king’s threat of death in the furnace, they replied that
their God was able to deliver them. In the NIV the latter part of the verse
reads “and he [God] will rescue us from your hand, O king.” The Aramaic
verbal form (imperfect) rendered “he will rescue” . . . also could be translated
“he may rescue,” which in this context would be better. Although no doubt
existed in the minds of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego about the ability
of their God to deliver them, they humbly accepted the fact that God does not
always choose to intervene miraculously in human circumstances, even on
behalf of his servants. The following verse also shows that the Hebrews
understood death to be a possibility.
p. 119

Patrick & Lowth say:
As we are firmly persuaded of his power to deliver us, so we trust in
his mercy and goodness that he will deliver us out of this imminent danger.
p. 650
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Haskell says:
The controversy was not between man and Satan, but between Satan and
Christ, and eternal principles were at stake. Men were actors in the contest.
They could stand as witnesses either for Christ or for Satan in this time of
decision. Would they allow an unsanctified emotion to have possession of
their lives, and compromise their faith? What could a religion be worth
which admitted of compromise? What can any religion be worth if it does not
teach loyalty to the God of heaven? What is there of any real value in the
world,—especially when on the very borders of eternity,—unless it be God’s
acknowledgement of us as his children?
These Hebrew youth had learned from the history of God’s dealings
with the Israelites in times past, that disobedience brought only dishonor,
disaster, and ruin; and that the fear of the Lord was not only the beginning of
wisdom, but the basis of all true prosperity. They therefore calmly and
respectfully told the king that they would not worship his golden image, and
that they had faith that their God was able to protect them.
p. 43

Blair says:
Are you able to say at all times, “My God whom I serve is able to
deliver me”? Do you possess this same unshakable reliance in the authority
and power of God? Can you say as did the three Hebrews, “He will deliver
me”? You may be in the midst of the severest trial of your life; but never
forget, the God who allowed this trial promises to deliver you. The purpose of
this experience is to display the mighty power of God. He will teach you
lessons you will never forget and upon which you will reflect for many years
to come for strength and encouragement to face ensuing trials. But you must
believe God, and be able to say from the depths of your heart, “My God whom
I serve is able to deliver me.”
p. 67
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Campbell says:
Affirmation of faith in God’s ability to deliver them (3:17): It is not to
be supposed that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had received a special
revelation promising deliverance but that as students of the Scriptures they
knew well how God on many occasions had delivered his people. He was a
God of deliverance, and with stout faith they affirmed that therefore it would
be in keeping with His character and power to deliver them from the burning
fiery furnace. He is able to deliver!
p. 35

Phillips & Vines say:
These young Hebrews had a God who could do something, a God of
power, a God who was able. God is able to save to the uttermost. God is able
to do “exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.” There are no
limits to the power of God.
Sometimes God delivers us out of the fire. Sometimes He delivers us
through the fire.
Don’t be afraid to take a stand for the Lord. God will bless you for it.
God will deliver you.
p. 59
Isaiah 43:1, 2
But now, this is what the Lord says—he who created you, O Jacob, he
who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have
summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they
will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not
be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.
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Lars Ulrich on Controlling Death
The last thing that I’ve been able to control in my quest to control everything
around me is death.
—Metallica drummer, Lars Ulrich
Citation: World (6-7-03), p. 14
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

(The Perfect Christian: How Sinners Like Us Can Be More Like Jesus by
Tony Evans) Nashville, TN: Word. Copyright – Tony Evans, 1998.
God wants the opportunity to “rap” about His will with you and to
intrude in your affairs. He may bring along things you didn’t plan on, but
when you give Him the right to work out His will in your life, He will be God
for you. Otherwise, you’ll get stuck being God in your life, and we’ll see what
kind of universe you come up with.
p. 181
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v. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not
serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 18:
But even if he doesn’t, it wouldn’t make a bit of difference, O king. We
still wouldn’t serve your gods or worship the gold statue you set up.”
p. 1586
We really don’t know what God’s ultimate sovereign purpose is in this affair.
“BUT EVEN IF HE DOES NOT [DELIVER US FROM THE FURNACE,
THERE IS ONE THING] WE WANT YOU TO KNOW, O KING.” We will not
compromise our convictions:
“WE WILL NOT SERVE YOUR GODS OR WORSHIP THE IMAGE
OF GOLD YOU HAVE SET UP.”

Miller says:
“But even if he does not” could be rendered more literally “but if not.”
The interpretation depends on how the previous verse is translated . . .
According to the NIV and others, God was able to deliver them, but it might
not be his will to do so. Jerome comments: “Thereby they indicate that it will
not be a matter of God’s inability but rather of His sovereign will if they do
perish.”
pp. 119-20
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Miller says further:
Here is a pertinent lesson for believers today. Does God have all
power? Yes. Is God able to deliver believers from all problems and trials?
Yes. But does God deliver believers from all trials? No. God may allow trials
to come into the lives of his people to build character or for a number of other
reasons (Rom 5). The purpose for trials may not always be understood, but
God simply asks that his children trust him—even when it is not easy. As
Job, who endured incredible suffering, exclaimed, “Though he slay me, yet
will I hope in him” (Job 13:15). Although God does not guarantee that his
followers will never suffer or experience death, he does promise always to be
with them. In times of trial the believer’s attitude should be that of these
young men (3:17-18).
Some of the most courageous words ever spoken are recorded in v. 18.
Christ told his followers: “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul
and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28).
p. 120

Smith says:
Our God can deliver if he will; but if not, it is just the same. We know his
will, and to that we shall render unconditional obedience. Their answer was
both honest and decisive.
p. 99

Leupold says:
“If our God is able” therefore means, if it be in conformity with His wise and
good plans; if it suits His benevolent purpose; if the higher plans and
purposes of God are furthered thereby. In other words, these three men take
the only proper and safe position.
p. 152
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Leupold says further:
The quiet, modest, yet withal very positive attitude of faith that these
three men display is one of the noblest examples in the Scriptures of faith
fully resigned to the will of God. These men ask for no miracle; they expect
none. Theirs is the faith that says: “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in
Him,” Job 13:15.
p. 153

Gaebelein says:
What victorious language this was! The raging King stood helpless in the
presence of these men, with their holy separation and determination, born of
faith.
p. 45

Ironside says:
Thus they witnessed a good confession, and in their God-given strength
boldly stood before the king and all the people as the witnesses of Jehovah’s
power and glory.
p. 51

J. Vernon McGee says:
They make it very clear: “If it is God’s will, He will deliver us out of your
hand.” Regardless of the outcome, these three had purposed to serve God and
not the idol of Nebuchadnezzar.
p. 546
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Longman says:
This is no easy answer to the king’s anger. They begin by
acknowledging God’s ability to save them, but then they envision the
possibility that God may choose not to do so. In other words, they answer
Nebuchadnezzar in light of the possibility that they will be burned to ashes in
the blazing furnace. Whichever is the case, they say, they will not worship
the golden image.
p. 101

Berrigan says:
God is able to deliver them, the youths insist. But the deliverance may
or may not be granted, as they concede. Still, whether the outcome be good or
ill is beside the point. At least beside their point, which is one of unflinching
faith and trust. They state calmly the worst case (v. 18). Suppose they are
not delivered; suppose they perish? Let it be known beforehand and stated
clearly: they were condemned for refusing to worship the king’s grotesquerie;
for that they died. Thus nothing in the final statement of the resisters is to
be construed as doubting God’s power to save. They simply say: “Take our
lives as it pleases You, or leave us our lives, intact. The outcome is in hands
other than ours.”
p. 62

Goldingay says:
The three are again only granting the theoretical possibility that God will not
intervene, and assuring the reader, for whom God will indeed probably not do
so, that this would make no difference to their stance.
p. 71
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Gangel says:
Miracle or not; deliverance or captivity; life or death—none of these
things factored into their decision. Whatever God did or did not do was up to
him, and they would accept the outcome. For their part, they had made their
stand to obey God’s commands as best they knew them. So the king learned
that two of the three accusations brought by the Chaldeans were true—these
fellows will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.
p. 78

He says further:
The ultimate display of godly courage is not to die with desperate
expectations that God will somehow intervene at the last moment but rather
to live or die in complete confidence that God will do what he will do. The
Book of Daniel depicts the sovereignty of God in the lives of his people and in
the affairs of the nations of the world. In the dynamic final chapter of
Hebrews, that author cites the passage from Psalm 118 to summon Christian
courage in his readers: “So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper;
I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?’” (Heb. 13:6).
pp. 78-79

He says finally:

Christians must stand ready to serve their Lord whether by life or by death.
Sometimes the blood of martyrs fulfills the plan of God; sometimes
miraculous deliverance better suits his purpose.
p. 79
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Blair says:
It should be kept in mind that though God is able to deliver, He may,
for reasons known onto to Himself, choose not to do so. This should never in
any way change our attitude toward Him. God is good whether or not He
heals our bodies. He is good even though He may not provide us with desired
funds. He is good whether He answers our prayers today or a year from now.
God never makes any mistakes and His plans and purposes are always
perfect. If He prefers not to deliver us, we must keep pressing on. With
unflinching courage, we must walk in the light as He is in the light,
abstaining not only from evil but even from the appearance of it, that the
Lord will have the pre-eminence in everything. Like Job we should be able to
declare “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him” (Job 13:15). Our walk
with the Lord should not be jeopardized by circumstances that surround us.
p. 67-68

Campbell says:
The answer of the three Jews was classic! They knew the
commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. Thou shalt not
make unto thee any graven image. . . . Thou shalt not bow down thyself to
them, nor serve them” (Ex. 20:3-5). And they knew that for them there could
be no compromise but only direct obedience to the Word of God! They
declared plainly therefore to Nebuchadnezzar that their God . . . was able to
deliver them from any fiery furnace if that was His purpose, but if it was not,
they would still never bow to the king’s image or worship the king’s gods.
p. 34

Campbell says further:
Affirmation of submission to the will of God: “God is able to deliver us
but if not, that is, if it is not in His will and purpose to deliver us, we will still
not worship the Babylonian gods or bow to the image.” They recognized that
God’s will might not be pleasant for them—in fact it might involve terrible
physical suffering and death—but they were willing to obey God’s Word
regardless. Their faith was like that of Job who said, “Though He slay me,
yet will I trust in Him” (Job 13:15). And they firmly believed that somehow
all things would “work together for good” (Rom. 8:28).
pp. 35-36
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Campbell says finally:
There is a greater faith than we have spoken about. There is the
greatest faith yet to be manifested. “God . . . will deliver us . . . But if not . . .”
(vv. 17-18). Here is a paralyzing possibility. “But if not”—suppose He
chooses not to deliver, or He postpones his activity? What then?
We say, “God will work”—but if not? “God will heal”—but if not? “God
will answer our prayer in the way we ask”—but if not? “God will deliver”—
but if not?
These men did not flinch. Do you? Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
said, “But if not . . . we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden
image.”
Beloved, some of us may have the boldness to stand before men and
the courage to stand before kings, but what about this third step? May we
suggest that there is a greater faith than the one that asserts God will work.
It is a faith that whispers, “Not my will, but Thine be done.” Too many of us
have lost our sense of value here. It is not the man who arrogantly or
boastfully proclaims that God must work in a certain way who has the most
faith—that is easy to say. Suppose for reasons known only to Him, God says,
“No.”
p. 37

Jeremiah says:
They had a word from God and that’s all they needed. The path of
duty was plain; they didn’t have to think about it or have a committee
meeting. What an example!
This is what this world is crying for: men and women, boys and girls,
who have conviction of heart and who do not change their convictions on the
basis of their circumstances. These three men knew what God wanted them
to do, and they weren’t afraid of the consequences.
p. 78
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Spurgeon says:
Grand language! Noble resolve! “If not, if we have to go into the fire, into the
fire we will go; but we will never bow the knee to an idol.” So these gracious
Jews were enabled to say.
They did not pivot their loyalty to God upon their deliverance. They
did not say, as some do, “I will serve God if it pays me to do so. I will serve
God if He helps me at such and such time.” No, they would serve Him for
nothing; theirs was not cupboard love. “If not, if He does not deliver us, if it
is His will that we should be burnt alive, we surrender ourselves to His will;
but we will not break His divine command, or make idolaters of ourselves by
bowing before an image which has no life in it, which could not even set itself
up, but which Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up.”
p. 361
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UNFOLDING THE ROSE
A young new preacher was walking along with an older, more seasoned
preacher in the garden one day.
Feeling a bit insecure about what God had for him to do, he was asking the
older preacher for some advice.
The older preacher walked up to a rosebush and handed the young preacher a
rosebud and told him to open it without tearing off any petals. The young
preacher looked in disbelief at the older preacher and was trying to figure out
what a rosebud could possibly have to do with his wanting to know the will of
God for his life and ministry.
Because of his great respect for the older preacher, he proceeded to try to
unfold the rose, while keeping every petal intact. It wasn’t long before he
realized how impossible this was to do. Noticing the younger preacher’s
inability to unfold the rosebud without tearing it, the older preacher began to
recite the following poem . . .
It is only a tiny rosebud,
A flower of God’s design;
But I cannot unfold the petals
With these clumsy hands of mine.
The secret of unfolding flowers
Isn’t known to such as I.
GOD opens this flower so sweetly,
While in my hands it would die.
If I cannot unfold a rosebud,
This flower of God’s design,
Then how can I have the wisdom
To unfold this life of mine?
So I’ll trust in Him for leading me
Every moment of my day.
I will look to him for His guidance
Each step along the way.
For the path that lies before me,
Only my Heavenly Father knows.
I’ll trust Him to unfold each moment,
Just as He unfolds the rose.
(Received via e-mail from Jean Childers, June 11, 2003)
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(If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat by John
Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – John Ortberg, 2001.
I believe there is something—Someone—inside us who tells us there is
more to life than sitting in the boat. You were made for something more than
merely avoiding failure. There is something inside you that wants to walk on
the water—to leave the comfort of routine existence and abandon yourself to
the high adventure of following God.
p. 17

(Search My Heart, O God: 365 Appointments with God by Kay Arthur) Colorado
Springs, CO: WaterBrook Press. Copyright – Kay Arthur, 1999.

p. 276

Lord, I cannot see Your plan for my life at this moment. I do not
understand exactly what You are working to accomplish through my
difficult situation. But in faith I chose to believe that You will cause
all things to work together for good.

(Waking the Dead: The Glory of a Heart Fully Alive by John Eldredge)
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – John Eldredge, 2003.
. . . “Life never seems to turn out the way you think it will, about 90 percent
of the time.” No kidding. Haven’t we all got a story that goes with that little
bumper sticker?
p. 6
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(Promises: A Daily Guide to Supernatural Living by Bill Bright) Orlando, FL:
NewLife Publications. Copyright – Bill Bright, 1993.
In the words of an anonymous poem published by War Cry:
He does not even watch the way.
His father’s hand, he knows,
Will guide his tiny feet along
The pathway as he goes.

A childlike faith! A perfect trust!
God grant to us today,
A faith that grasps our Father’s hand
And trusts Him all the way.
(Day 214)
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Romanian Converts Willing to Lose Everything
In February 2001, John Oros spoke to an audience at Associated Mennonite
Biblical Seminary about his experience as a church leader in Romania during
the Communist era:
During communism, many of us preached . . . and people came at the
end of a service, and they said, “I have decided to become a Christian.”
We told them, “It is good that you want to become a Christian, but we
would like to tell you that there is a price to be paid. Why don’t you
reconsider what you want to do, because many things can happen to
you. You can lose, and you can lose big.”
A high percentage of these people chose to take part in a three-month
catechism class. At the end of this period, many participants declared
their desire to be baptized. Typically, I would respond, “It is really
nice that you want to become a Christian, but when you give your
testimony . . . there will be informers here who will jot down your
name. Tomorrow the problems will start. Count the cost. Christianity
is not easy. It’s not cheap. You can be demoted. You can lose your job.
You can lose your friends. You can lose your neighbors. You can lose
your kids who are climbing the social ladder. You can lose even your
life.”
Let me tell you my joy—when we looked into their eyes, and their eyes
were in tears, and they told us, “If I lose everything but my personal
relationship with my Lord Jesus Christ, it is still worth it.”

Citation: Brent Kipfer, Brussels, Ontario
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

(Holy Transformation: What it takes for God to make a difference in you by
Chip Ingram) Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright – Chip Ingram, 2003.
What we are talking about is a metamorphosis of the heart that grows out of
a love relationship with Jesus and is empowered by grace and appropriated
by faith.
p. 149
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v. 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the
furnace heated seven times hotter than usual

Peterson paraphrases verse 19:
Nebuchadnezzar, his face purple with anger, cut off Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace fired up seven times
hotter than usual.
p. 1586
Once again NEBUCHADNEZZAR LOST IT. While he is furious, he barks
out an ORDER that:
“THE FURNACE [BE] HEATED SEVEN TIMES HOTTER THAN
USUAL.”

Gangel says:
Now a king who was already furious became more furious, and a
furnace that was already hot became hotter than usual! Nebuchadnezzar
seems to have had a propensity for losing his cool and it happens again here.
p. 79

Leupold says:
The degree of anger felt was visible in the change it wrought in his features.
Gordon renders quite effectively: “His face was distorted with rage.”
p. 154
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Miller says:
The NIV’s “his attitude changed” is literally “the image of his face was
changed,” referring to the king’s facial expression. His countenance became
harsh and flushed with anger, and the king ordered that the furnace be
heated “seven times hotter” than normal.
p. 121

Wiersbe says:
The king’s temper once more got the best of him—proud men don’t like to be
disobeyed—and he ordered the three Jewish believers to be thrown into the
fiery furnace.
p. 43

Showers says:
Nebuchadnezzar’s pride could not tolerate this challenge to his
sovereignty by foreigners whom he had conquered. His face became distorted
with rage.
p. 33
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Walvoord says:
The answer of the three men to Nebuchadnezzar left no doubt as to
their determined purpose not to serve the gods of Babylon and worship the
image. After all, this was forbidden in Exodus 20:4-6. Nebuchadnezzar takes
their determination not only as proof of the full accusation made by the
Chaldeans but also as evidence of disloyalty to him personally. His anger
knows no bounds as stated in the expression “full of fury” or “filled with
anger.” He is as angry as he possibly could be under any circumstance, his
face is distorted, his pride has been severely punctured, and he gives the
foolish order to heat the furnace seven times hotter than usual, as if this
would increase the torment. Actually, a slow fire would have been far more
torture as Geoffrey King puts it, “And then he lost his temper! That is
always the mark of a little man. His furnace was hot, but he himself got
hotter! And when a man gets full of fury, he gets full of folly. There is no fool
on earth like a man who has lost his temper. And Nebuchadnezzar did a
stupid thing. He ought to have cooled the furnace seven times less if he had
wanted to hurt them; but instead of that in his fury he heated it seven times
more.”
p. 89-90

(Be Quoted: From A to Z with Warren W. Wiersbe edited by James R. Adair)
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books. Copyright – Warren W. Wiersbe, 2000.
Anger
Unrighteous anger feeds the ego and produces the poison of selfishness
in the heart.
A-92
p. 15
A righteous man ought to get angry when wrongs are done. Someone has
said, “Temper is such a wonderful thing that it’s a shame to lose it.” Wise
counsel, indeed.
p. 123
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(What Ticks God Off: The Ways We Irritate God & What We Can Do About It
by Bruce Bickel & Stan Jantz) Nashville, TN: W Publishing Group /
Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Bruce Bickel & Stan Jantz, 2001.
Jim is normally a mild-mannered guy, but a few years ago something
happened in a grocery-store line that ticked him off. There he was minding
his own business, waiting to pay for some milk and eggs, when the guy
standing in line in front of Jim casually turned around and said, “How about
them Dogs? Are they the greatest or what?”
Now there are a few things you need to know before we continue our
story. The “Dogs” the guy was referring to are the Bulldogs, or more
specifically, the Fresno State Bulldogs. Like a lot of locals, we happen to
think Fresno State is a fine university, a great place to get a degree in
agriculture, criminology, or oenology, the science of making wine (those three
majors speak volumes about Fresno). But despite its growing reputation and
formidable local support, Fresno State will probably never achieve the status
enjoyed by California’s big-time universities, such as Stanford and USC.
One area in which Fresno State has come close to the big time is
sports, specifically football. The Fresno State football team has the
reputation of being willing to play “anybody anytime,” and sometimes they
succeed at showing up a major university on its home turf. Such was the case
when Fresno State beat USC in the 1993 Freedom Bowl. Nobody expected it,
but when the Bulldogs whipped the USC Trojans, a perennial powerhouse,
the city went delirious.
There’s one other tidbit of information that adds color to our story
about Jim and the guy in the grocery-store line. The man who made the
comment about the “Dogs” was wearing a red Bulldog cap and a red Bulldog
sweatshirt that was stretched to its limits around his considerable girth.
Jim, who is six-foot-four and built like a Navy Seal, was wearing a shirt from
his alma mater—USC.
Jim kindly agreed that it was quite an achievement, the Bulldogs
beating USC and all. But Mr. Bulldog couldn’t leave it alone. “Guess you
USC guys aren’t so good after all,” he said. Jim is a patient man, and he was
quite willing to let the buffoon in front of him in the grocery-store line revel
in his glory, but he had gone too far. Mr. Bulldog unleashed another torrent
of superlatives about how great Fresno State was and how pathetic USC was,
ending it by saying, “So, are you wearing USC underwear under that
sweatshirt?”
Very calmly, very quietly, Jim took one step forward and said to the
man, “No, actually, I’m wearing a Beretta 9mm pistol, and you’re really
beginning to tick me off.”
Needless to say, Mr. Bulldog turned ashen, and the grocery clerk
stopped in midscan. Somehow she managed to finish the transaction, and
the man left quickly without saying another word. As for Jim—who just
happens to be the chief criminologist for the Fresno County Sheriff’s

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

69

department—he paid for his milk and eggs and left, but not before telling the
clerk to have a nice day.
Though Jim would be the last person to compare himself to God, we
would like to make a comparison between Jim’s reaction to the nagging
weasel in the grocery-store line and God’s reaction to us when we insist on
telling God how great we are:
pp. 41-42

GOD IS TICKED OFF BY OUR PRIDE
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v. 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing
furnace.

Peterson paraphrases verse 20:
He ordered some strong men from the army to tie them up, hands and
feet, and throw them into the roaring furnace.
p. 1586
In his anger, he did TWO THINGS:
1.

“He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual”
and

2.

“[HE] COMMANDED SOME OF THE STRONGEST SOLDIERS
IN HIS ARMY TO TIE UP SHADRACH, MESHACH AND
ABEDNEGO AND THROW THEM INTO THE BLAZING
FURNACE.

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

71

v. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes,
were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace.

Peterson paraphrases verse 21:
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, bound hand and foot, fully dressed
from head to toe, were pitched into the roaring fire.
p. 1586

(The Book of Texas Wisdom: Common Sense and Uncommon Genius from 101
Great Texans compiled and edited by Dr. Criswell Freeman) Nashville,
TN: Walnut Grove Press. Copyright – Walnut Grove Press, 1995.
You can’t polish diamonds with velvet.

Zig Ziglar

There ain’t a horse that can’t be rode.
There ain’t a man that can’t be throwed.
p. 58

Saying of the Old West

(When Life and Beliefs Collide by Carolyn Custis James) Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan. Copyright – Carolyn C. James, 2001.
This is why it is so crucial for us to develop and test our theology
within earshot of the dying cries of Jesus. At the foot of the cross, we begin to
understand that God’s plan, shaped and propelled by his love and goodness,
includes pain and tragedy—for Jesus and for us. Strange as it seems, God’s
goodness and love become more vivid in the tragedy itself.
p. 75
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v. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the
flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego,

Peterson paraphrases verse 22:
Because the king was in such a hurry and the furnace was so hot,
flames from the furnace killed the men who carried Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego to it,
p. 1586
There are THREE THINGS we observe here in verse 22:
1.

“THE KING’S COMMAND WAS SO URGENT,”

2.

“THE FURNACE SO HOT,” and

3.

“THE FLAMES OF THE FIRE KILLED THE SOLDIERS WHO
TOOK UP SHADRACH, MESHACH AND ABEDNEGO.”
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(Just Give Me Jesus by Anne Graham Lotz) Nashville, TN: W Publishing
Group / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Anne Graham Lotz, 2000.
Jesus Makes Suffering
Understandable
He guards the young,
He seeks the stray.
He finds the lost.
He guides the faithful.
He rights the wronged.
He avenges the abused.
He defends the weak.
He comforts the oppressed.
He welcomes the prodigal.
He heals the sick.
He cleanses the dirty.
He beautifies the barren.
He restores the failure.
He mends the broken.
He blesses the poor.
He fills the empty.
He clothes the naked.
He satisfies the hungry.
He elevates the humble.
He forgives the sinner.
He raises the dead!
p. 173

Just give me Jesus! He makes suffering understandable!

Leupold says:
Driven by the fury of the king’s anger, the executioners had to make all
possible haste, and so, it seems, they failed to reckon with the added danger
that grew out of the increased intensity of the fire. Since the added precautions
were not taken, rushing in as far as the needs of the case demanded to hurl the
sentenced men into the fire, they succeeded in their task, but the flames must
apparently have been driven back by some sudden wind, and their intensity
brought instantaneous death to them. This, of course, serves to make the
deliverance of the faithful three all the more marvelous.
p. 156
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v. 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.

Peterson paraphrases verse 23:
while the fire raged around Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
p. 1586

Campbell says:
Since God planned to deliver them anyway, why did He allow them to suffer
the ordeal of being cast into the inferno? Ultimately, of course, it is not
possible to understand all of God’s dealings with His children, but there must
have been things He wanted the Babylonians and the three youths to learn
from the deliverance through the flames. At the very least, the young men
would learn that God is faithful to His Word. He had declared through
Isaiah, “When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee” (Isa. 43:2).
p. 38

He says further:
Many Christians might have pondered this story only to conclude,
“I would never be able to endure such a test.” But the testimony of many
believers is that God gives supernatural strength, courage, and grace at the
time it is needed.
p. 38
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Blair says:
The Lord Jesus Christ spoke of another “furnace of fire” in which
“there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 13:42). This will be
the eternal doom of all condemned sinners. It is described by the Apostle
Paul as a “flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of
His power” (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9). This will be far worse than
Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace of fire. Apart from a miracle of God, the three
Hebrews would have been consumed in a matter of seconds and their pain
would have been ended. But of those who inhabit hell, God says in
Revelation 14:10-11: “The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation; and he
shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels,
and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth
up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the
beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.”
p. 69
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v. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked
his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into
the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, O king.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 24:
Suddenly King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in alarm and said, “Didn’t
we throw three men, bound hand and foot, into the fire?” “That’s right,
O king,” they said.
pp. 1586-7

Leupold says:
The king is seated at a safe distance from the opening of the furnace,
ready to derive a cruel satisfaction from seeing men punished who had
ventured to oppose him. Instead he sees a startling sight, so startling as to
bring him to his feet in haste and to lead him to ask his counselors in
perplexity about a thing so simple, as though he could not trust his own
memory in reference to a thing that just happened, whether it had not been
three men who were cast into the furnace. They apparently do not see what
he sees because he has perhaps the one vantage point from which alone the
interior could be viewed. Several things startle the king profoundly: 1) he
sees not three but four; 2) they are not bound but free; 3) they are not lying
down or standing still but walking about; 4) they are not roasting in the fire
but are unhurt (literally: “harm was not upon them”); 5) the appearance of
the fourth was like unto a son of the gods. Any one of the things he observed
would have been quite sufficient thoroughly to startle any man. To this we
might add a sixth important observation: these men were not scampering
with all haste toward a possible exit from the furnace, but, since it was
pleasing to God to deliver them, they were submitting themselves to His
pleasure and to His mode of deliverance.
pp. 157-8
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Gangel says:
Instantly the king leaped to his feet in amazement because his mind
could not compute what his eyes had just seen. Men who should be dead,
alive and walking around in the fire. Men who were tied, now unbound.
Although the soldiers who cast them to their death themselves died from the
heat at the top of the furnace, the victims now stood in this same fire
unharmed. Furthermore, their ranks had increased to four and the fourth
looks like a son of the gods!
p. 81

Goldingay says:
The three have not been delivered from the fire, but they are delivered in the
fire (cf. Rom 8:37) (Philip). The life of blessing and success that is their
destiny is reached, not by way of costless and risk-free triumph but by the
way of the cross. They are free, looking as if they are enjoying a walk in the
garden (Jephet).
p. 74
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v. 25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and
unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 25:
“But look!” he said. “I see four men, walking around freely in the fire,
completely unharmed! And the fourth man looks like a son of the
gods!”
p. 1587
I just imagine that the three of them are singing to the Lord:
Psalm 118:21 (NLT)
I thank you for answering my prayer
and saving me!

Goldingay says:
It is four unbound (v 25) who contrast with three bound. The
deliverance comes about through the presence of a fourth person in their
midst. The divine aide who camps round those who honor God and extricates
them from peril (Ps 34:8 [7]) enters the fire himself to neutralize its capacity
for harm by the presence of his superior energy. God’s promise “I will be with
you” characteristically belongs to contexts of affliction and pressure . . .
pp. 74-75

Gangel says:
Like the Roman centurion at the cross, Nebuchadnezzar merely
acknowledged some form of deity. We cannot even imagine what
Nebuchadnezzar saw in the fourth man that looked different from the other
three. Many Christians (I among them) believe that this was probably a
Christophany, an appearance of the preincarnate Christ, although that
cannot be proven from the text.
p. 81
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Showers says:
Five things startled Nebuchadnezzar. First, there were four persons
instead of three in the furnace. Second, not one of the persons was bound.
Third, all four persons were walking around in the fire – none was lying
down. Fourth, all four persons were unhurt. Fifth, the fourth person looked
like “a son of the gods.”
p. 35

Miller says:
It is certainly true that when believers go through fiery trials Christ is
with them. The three Hebrews experienced literally the promise, “When you
walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you
ablaze” (Isa 43:2).
p. 124

Ironside says:
We know well who that fourth One was; so that the rendering that we have
in the Authorized Version is correct as to the person, whether it is actually
what Nebuchadnezzar meant or not. The blessed Son of God was there with
His dear servants in their hour of trial. He had said long before, through the
prophet Isaiah, “When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” And every word of God
shall be fulfilled, for “He is faithful that promised.”
p. 52

Smith says:
Let us in all our trials, afflictions, persecutions, and straitened places, but
have the “form of the fourth” with us, and it is enough.
p. 100
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Boice says:
It is not difficult to know who that fourth person was. He was Jesus
Christ in a preincarnate form—perhaps the form he had when he appeared to
Abraham before the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah or in which he
wrestled with Jacob beside the brook Jabbok. It is a vivid portrayal of the
fact that God stands with his people in their troubles. We sing in one of our
hymns:
When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
For I will be with thee thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.
When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

p. 47
1 Peter 1:6-8

In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if
necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of
your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even
though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you have not seen
Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in
Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
1 Peter 4:12, 13
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which
comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were
happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of
Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you
may rejoice with exultation.
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Feinberg says:
In addition to the three Hebrews, Nebuchadnezzar also saw a divine figure in
the furnace. Praise God, whenever His children are in the fiery furnace of
trials for His name’s sake, He is there. Christ never sends forth His sheep
unless He goes on before them.
p. 47

Lucas says:
It is this aspect of the story, the promise of the strengthening presence
of God in times of trial, rather than any promise of miraculous deliverance
from them, that has given hope to persecuted believers. The author of
1 Peter seems to have this story in mind when he writes: ‘Beloved, do not be
surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as
though something strange were happening to you . . . If you are reviled for
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because of the spirit of glory, which is
the Spirit of God, is resting on you’ (1 Pet. 4:12, 14).
p. 96

Fyall says:
Surely Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, king of the world, could count up to
three!
Then came the moment of truth. With terrible suddenness the awful
truth dawned. This was no dream. This was no nightmare. It was far worse
than any nightmare. Their God had taken up the gauntlet and without
blaring music, entourage or the trappings of authority had appeared in the
flames beside his people. Nebuchadnezzar and all his glory had been simply
marginalised.
p. 54
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Jeremiah says:
Ah, but Jesus would not allow His servant and friend to stay in that
position! John tells us the Master “laid His right hand on me, saying to me,
‘Do not be afraid . . .’” In the midst of John’s paralyzing fear, the Lord
touched him with His right hand, which held the stars, and spoke to him with
the voice that roared like the sound of many waters. Both the touch and the
words greatly encouraged the apostle.
This would have been enough, but the Lord in His grace then gave
John three mighty reasons why he should not be afraid:
1. Do not be afraid, for I am the eternal God. “I am the First and the
Last,” Jesus proclaimed. “I am He who lives.” In other words, “I am First in
that no one is before Me. And I am Last in that none will follow Me. I am
the living One! So do not be afraid, for I live forever!”
2. Do not be afraid, for I am the resurrected Christ. “I . . . was dead,
and behold, I am forevermore,” the Lord announced. This is the central fact
that gave the apostle Peter hope; this is why he could tell us we have been
born into a living hope. Jesus has risen from the dead! And therefore death
has no more power over us. “Do not be afraid,” Jesus tells us, “for I have
overcome death!”
3. Do not be afraid, for I own the keys of death and hell. “I have the
keys of Hades and of Death,” Jesus declared. To possess these keys means
that our Lord triumphed over death and grave. “So do not be afraid,” Jesus
tells us, “for the power over death and the grave is in My hand, and is
available to all who trust in Me!”
pp. 193-4

Wiersbe says:
. . . the fourth person in the furnace was Jesus Christ in one of His preincarnate
appearances in the Old Testament . . . They were walking about as though they
were in a palace and not a furnace! The ropes with which the men had been
bound were the only things that had been affected by the fire. The God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego was indeed able to deliver them!
p. 44
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Campbell says:
The fact that Nebuchadnezzar, a pagan, identified the fourth being as
deity is remarkable though it is extremely doubtful that he would have had
the insight to understand that he was in the presence of the Son of God. Yet
most Bible students do believe that this was a preincarnate appearance of
Christ, who also appeared to Adam and Even in the Garden of Eden, who
walked with Enoch, who feasted with Abraham, who wrestled with Jacob,
who spoke to Moses in the burning bush, who appeared to Joshua as Captain
of the Lord’s host, who spent the night with Daniel in the lions’ den, and who
came to be born in a stable. He was God manifest in the flesh!
p. 39

(Rumors of Another World by Philip Yancey) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Copyright – SCCT, 2003.
Once a week or so my church schedules a “Mom’s Night Out,” with free
baby-sitting for single mothers who need a night off or mothers who simply
want to spend an evening with their husbands. Our pastor’s wife once
happily took advantage of this program to go out to dinner with her husband.
Later, when Peter, my pastor, went to pick up his three-year-old son, the
baby-sitter told him about one of the games they had played. She had asked
each of the preschoolers what was Mommy’s favorite thing to do with them.
“You know what your son answered? He said that Mommy’s favorite thing
was to ‘clean me up.’”
“In truth,” said Peter the next Sunday, “that isn’t Susan’s favorite
thing to do with her son. Cleaning him up is an excuse to hold him.
Absorbing the mess is just part of the process of getting close. And it’s the
same with God.”
p. 157

(When Life and Beliefs Collide by Carolyn Custis James) Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan. Copyright – Carolyn C. James, 2001.
To the amazement of the rest of us, one of them commented, “Even when you
hit bottom, there’s still a rock to stand on.”
p. 116

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

84

v. 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace
and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most
High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego came out of the fire,

Peterson paraphrases verse 26:
Nebuchadnezzar went to the door of the roaring furnace and called in,
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the High God, come
out here!” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego walked out of the fire.
p. 1587
Psalm 118:15 (NLT)
Songs of joy and victory are sung in the camp of the godly.
The strong right arm of the LORD has done glorious things!

Campbell says:
Brother Bill Harrod was a boilermaker before he was converted and became a
preacher at age 39. A muscular 210-pounder in his prime, he was candid
about what he called “the sins of my youth. Before God started gnawing at
my heart, I went in a lot for whiskey-drinking, window-yelling, and beer-joint
fighting.” Then God intervened in his life and turned him around. Brother
Bill worked his heart out for the bodies and souls of the poor folks of West
Dallas. His sermons were delivered in colorful language, as on the occasion
when he preached on Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. “This wicked old
king took and th’owed those three little bench-legged Israelite boys into the
fiery furnace. But God was with them boys and they stayed cool as
cucumbers down there and grinned up at the wicked king like three mules
eating cockleburs!”
pp. 38-39
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Showers says:
Realizing that his purpose had been defeated by divine intervention,
Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego out of the
furnace, calling them servants of the Most High God. Once more he was
impressed with the God of Israel—the God who sovereignly overruled Gentile
punishment—but he still didn’t recognize Him as the only God.
p. 35

Jeremiah says:
It must have been with great caution, heart beating fast, and
perspiration dripping from his face that the king approached the opening of
the furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the
Most High God, come out!”
The three fellows walked out of the furnace, probably stepping over the
charred remains of the guards, and stood before their accusers, calm and
well-groomed. Their clothes and hair were untouched, and they didn’t even
smell of smoke.
p. 80
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v. 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around
them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a
hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there
was no smell of fire on them.

Peterson paraphrases verse 27:
All the important people, the government leaders and king’s
counselors, gathered around to examine them and discovered that the
fire hadn’t so much as touched the three men—not a hair singed, not a
scorch mark on their clothes, not even the smell of fire on them!
p. 1587

Showers says:
They observed four evidences of God’s miraculous power. First, no bodies
were blistered. Second, no hair was singed. Third, no clothing was scorched.
Fourth, there was no smell of smoke on the Jews. God had overwhelmingly
demonstrated that there was a God who could deliver these sons of Israel out
of the king’s hands.
pp. 35-36

Longman says:
In this way, God is showing Nebuchadnezzar who is in charge. Even if
the image that precipitated the crisis is not of Nebuchadnezzar himself, he has
certainly put himself in the place of God, insisting that he is the ultimate power
of the universe, from whose rage no deity could hope to save a follower. By
contrast, it is only the true God who can proclaim that “no one can deliver out
of my hand” (Deut. 32:39). And this great God was a proven deliverer. After
all, when he rescued his people from Egypt centuries before, Moses told the
Israelites that it was God who “brought you out of the iron-smelting furnace,
out of Egypt, to be the people of his inheritance, as you now are” (4:20).
p. 102
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Campbell says:

The king and his witnesses noted that the bodies of the three men were not
burned or harmed in any way, the hair of their heads was not even singed,
the fine garments they had worn for the great assembly were not changed
from their original condition, and incredibly, the smell of fire was not
noticeable. They passed the smoke test! In fact, the only thing damaged in
the fire had been the king’s ropes by which the men had been bound!
p. 40
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v. 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They
trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give
up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own
God.

Peterson paraphrases verse 28:
Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego! He sent his angel and rescued his servants who trusted in
him! They ignored the king’s orders and laid their bodies on the line
rather than serve or worship any god but their own.
p. 1587

Smith says:
The worship of the great image was lost sight of. The whole interest of this
vast concourse of people was now concentrated upon these three remarkable
men. All men’s thoughts and minds were full of this wonderful occurrence.
And how the knowledge of it would be spread abroad throughout the empire,
as they should return to their respective provinces! What a notable instance
in which God caused the wrath of man to praise him!
pp. 101-2
Psalm 119:68
You are good, and what you do is good;
teach me your decrees.

Ironside says:
He made a royal decree, declaring that any one who should speak anything
amiss against their God should be put to death. Yet, as before, when his dream
was interpreted, he does not bow in repentance at the feet of the Lord and own
Him as his God. He simply speaks of Him as their God; and while he admires
His greatness and power, he does not worship and serve the Lord Jehovah.
pp. 52-53
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v. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say
anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut
into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other
god can save in this way.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 29:
“Therefore I issue this decree: Anyone anywhere, of any race, color, or
creed, who says anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego will be ripped to pieces, limb from limb, and their houses torn
down. There has never been a god who can pull off a rescue like this.”
p. 1587
Daniel 2:5
The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have firmly decided:
If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have
you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble.
Once again we return to the old CHOP! CHOP! BOOM! BOOM! mandates
from King Nebuchadnezzar.

Boice says:
But Nebuchadnezzar was not converted. He was going to have to sink much
lower before he was ready to acknowledge that there is but one God and to
worship him.
p. 47
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v. 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the
province of Babylon.

Peterson paraphrases verse 30:
Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the
province of Babylon.
p. 1587

Campbell says:
The final note of the chapter is a reassuring one. The young men who
were uncertain as to the outcome of this test (3:17-18), but who were willing
to leave the matter entirely in God’s hands, were not only delivered but
“caused to prosper in the province of Babylon.”
p. 40
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: Nebuchadnezzar has taught us how careful we must be making
decisions when we are angry.
LESSON #2: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did not waiver one bit when
the consequences of their devotion was going to mean death.
LESSON #3: “O Sovereign Lord, you have begun to show to your servant your
greatness and your strong hand. For what god is there in heaven or on
earth who can do the deeds and mighty works you do?” (Deut. 3:24).
LESSON #4: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego say, “If we are thrown into the
blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it” (verse 17).
LESSON #5: They say further, “even if he does not, we want you to know, O
king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you
have set up” (verse 18).
LESSON #6: Nebuchadnezzar does some really dumb things because he has
lost total control of his emotions.
LESSON #7: The consequence of his dumb actions cost the lives of some of
his soldiers.
LESSON #8: The Lord Jesus Christ goes with these three men through the
fiery furnace experience.
LESSON #9: Sometimes the Lord delivers us out of the fiery furnace and
sometimes He walks with us through the fiery furnace.
LESSON #10: Nebuchadnezzar still has not responded to the living God in
spite of these dramatic happenings in the previous studies.
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Fyall says:
After Chapter 3 we hear no more about Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego. This again is not insignificant. The stories and visions of the book
are concerned with the reign of God and the precise significance of the human
involvement in that is known to God alone. They take their place among the
nameless heroes of Hebrews 11:32ff., one of whose acts of faith is described as
‘quenched the fury of the flames’ (v. 34).
p. 59

Gangel says:

Verse 18 provides the key to an understanding of Daniel 3. The young men
believed God would deliver them and testified, “Even if he does not, we want
you to know. O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of
gold you have set up.” Spiritual courage trusts and obeys God to the death.
p. 83
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Gangel says there are some principles:
PRINCIPLES
•

God can and does use miracles to save the lives of his people.

•

When God delivers us from harm, the purpose is as much for his
glory as our safety.

•

Don’t trust the religious language of a pagan politician.

•

God’s public reputation is intimately connected with the
obedient faith of his people, although not dependent upon it.

•

Worship of any creature, even the figment of one’s own religious
imagination, is idolatry.

APPLICATIONS

p. 84

•

Be faithful to your commitments and leave the problems to God.
Never doubt the power and purpose of the Heavenly Father.

•

Trust God with your life at all times, especially in crisis or
danger.

•

Never underestimate the power of heaven for miracles of
deliverance.

•

Don’t let success early in life blind you to possible failures and
struggles at some later point.
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Goldingay says:
Not that the all-powerful God’s intervening in the confessors’ extremity
implies he can be expected to do so for all believers under pressure. Confessors
often become martyrs, and their conviction that God can and will rescue from
death has to be referred to that resurrection which Dan 12 envisages. But
when believers face some white-hot furnace they may be encouraged to be
faithful to him confident that their God is Lord of death and that he will
demonstrate that he is. The power of paganism offers no ultimate threat.
When situations are utterly hopeless, they can trust him to vindicate their
commitment and his power by rescuing them one way or the other.
p. 76

Walvoord says:
Taken as a whole, chapter 3 is a thrilling account of young men who
remained true to God under severe trial. The common excuses for moral and
spiritual compromise, especially the blaming of contemporary influences, are
contradicted by the faithfulness of these men. In spite of separation from
parents and of the corrupting influences of Babylonian religion, political
pressure, and immorality, they did not waver in their hour of testing.
p. 94

Campbell says:
Though a believer cannot know whether God will preserve him from
trouble or see him through it, he may confidently be assured that the Lord
will not allow him to be tested beyond his endurance (1 Cor. 10:13).
Furthermore, God has promised that in every situation He will be present
with His own. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were delivered. Stephen
was martyred (Acts 7:57-60). But in both cases they experienced the
presence of the Lord—and that makes all the difference in the world.
p. 41
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Jeremiah says:
This story is a wonderful illustration of the willingness of God to
involve Himself in the affairs of all people. It seems to me that He comes into
our trials and troubles more than any other circumstance of life. He stands
with the person who has lost a loved one, and if they are Christians they will
say, “I have never felt the presence of the Lord like I have in these past days.”
God uses our problem times to wake us up so that He might move into
our lives. It seems like there are more problem areas today than there have
been for the past decade. Maybe God has heated up the furnace in our lives
just enough to get our attention. He doesn’t promise to save us from the fire,
but to be with us through the fire.
Through it all, God was exalted. First, the big, loudmouth king said,
“Look, I’m going to throw you into this fiery furnace and see if your God can
deliver you.” But when he looked into the fire and saw God’s presence,
protection, and power, he praised the very God he had previously mocked.
People see God in us when we are in the fire. It’s easy to be a
Christian when everything is going great, but when the fire is hot, we are
being watched.
p. 83

Wiersbe concludes with a great old hymn:
When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace all sufficient shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.
p. 47

(Author unknown)

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

96

Jeremiah says:
This is the Jesus who not only knows the future, but who lives in it just as
comfortably as He lives in what has been. This is the Jesus who holds all
power in His hands, and yet who bids us draw near and walk with Him. And
this is the Jesus who sees everything that lies ahead for every one of us and
who says to us all, “Do not be afraid!”
In the end, that is His final word for each of us. Oh, trials will come.
Kingdoms will fall. The very heavens will be shaken. But because He is Who
He is, He encourages us with the same words of power He gave to the apostle
John: “Do not be afraid!” And so we may confidently say with the psalmist,

p. 194

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
(Psalm 27:1)

Swindoll, Walvoord and Pentecost say:
If Rome falls, and it did in the beginning of the fifth century, what
would you have expected from the history of empires? That those who
defeated Rome, would take over the political power of Rome, and constitute
themselves as a succeeding political unity. That was the history of empires.
But what’s Daniel telling us? That political power of Rome would not remain
united and become a fifth Empire, but it would be divided out among ten
separate identifiable nations.
Now what happened? When the Huns and the Goths from central and
northern Europe swept into Rome, at the beginning of the fifth century, they
sacked Rome. They did not unite all the land that Rome had occupied under
their authority, but rather many separate identifiable nations emerged.
Nations such as Greece and Italy and Spain and Portugal and France and
Belgium and Holland and Great Britain had their origin as independent
nations through the break up and the division of the political power of Rome
among these emerging kingdoms. So that fourth empire exists today as these
independent nations exercise the political power independently of each other
after the fall of Rome.
p. 88
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Feinberg says:
MANY ARE THE WOULD-BE EXPERTS today who think they can look into
the future and outline for us precisely the turn of events. It is well that these
pronouncements are forgotten a soon as they are made or shortly thereafter,
or only embarrassment would result from a comparison of them with the
actual manner in which events do transpire. In short, only God has the
power to look into the future and tell us what will come to pass. He knows
the end from the beginning, so both alike are clear to Him. He has graciously
sketched for us the trend of world events in a number of portions of Scripture.
p. 33

(Just Give Me Jesus by Anne Graham Lotz) Nashville, TN: W Publishing
Group / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Anne Graham Lotz, 2000.
After my presentation, a young pastor came up and gave me one of the
most beautiful compliments I have ever received in ministry. He said very
forthrightly that there had been quite a bit of heated discussion among his
peers as to whether I, a woman, should have been invited to speak to their
distinguished gathering. He related how he had come to the session with
reservations and had taken a seat in the back, unsure of what his position
should be. But with an expression I can only describe as that which might be
seen on the face of a starving man who had just eaten a full meal, he said
humbly, “Mrs. Lotz, it’s obvious to me that you have been in the kitchen,
preparing the Food. Thank you for serving it to us tonight without messing it
up.” Then he disappeared into the crowd, leaving me with gratitude in my
heart and tears in my eyes and a new perspective on my calling.

And so, dear God, this waitress wants to thank You once again for just
giving me Jesus!
p. 151
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(A Savior Worth Having by E. V. Hill) Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright –
E. V. Hill, 2002.
When you choose a savior you want to know he is going to survive you.
If he isn’t, what are you going to do when he is dead? We need somebody who
is going to be here when the world is on fire. We need someone who is
everlasting, who is in total charge. We need a God who has been charged in
the fire. We need a God who knows all about and can heal our wounded
spirit. We need somebody who has been in the grave and who has conquered
death. We need somebody who is now alive, that we can pray to and who will
answer our prayers.
p. 51

(The God I Love by Joni Eareckson Tada) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Copyright – Joni Eareckson Tada, 2003.
The chair is a gift after all. It’s still a passport to adventure. And the
best is yet to be.
p. 240

(How Good is Good Enough? by Andy Stanley) Sisters, OR: Multnomah.
Copyright – Andy Stanley, 2003.
The story is told of a Sunday school teacher whose assignment was to explain
to the six-year-olds in his class what someone had to do in order to go to
heaven. In an attempt to discover what the kids already believed about the
subject, he asked a few questions.
“If I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale, and gave all my
money to the church, would that get me into heaven?”
“NO!” the children all answered.
“If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and kept
everything neat and tidy, would that get me into heaven?”
Again the answer was, “NO!”
“Well then,” he said, “if I was kind to animals and gave candy to all the
children and loved my wife, would that get me into heaven?”
Again they all shouted, “NO!”
“Well then, how can I get into heaven?”
A boy in the back row stood up and shouted, “YOU GOTTA BE DEAD!”
pp. 7-8
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(How Good is Good Enough? by Andy Stanley) Sisters, OR: Multnomah.
Copyright – Andy Stanley, 2003.
The good people go to heaven view has several seemingly insurmountable
problems:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
p. 61

We don’t know exactly what good is. Even our religious leaders can’t
agree on the subject.
Our internal moral gauges aren’t much help. They don’t line up crossculturally (or even across the street, for that matter). And as time
passes, our definitions of right and wrong tend to change.
We have no clear indication from God how the scoring system for good
deeds works.
It is difficult to reconcile the notion of a good God with a system that is
so unclear and seemingly unfair. This is especially true in light of
what’s at stake.
We can’t use the Bible as a gauge to measure how close we are to
getting in. The Bible doesn’t claim to offer a way to heaven through
good works. Besides, the catalog of good works listed in the Old
Testament is culturally irrelevant and physically impossible to keep.
Jesus assured the most religious people of his day that they weren’t
good enough to enter God’s kingdom, while promising criminals and
prostitutes that God would gladly welcome them.

(Search My Heart, O God: 365 Appointments with God by Kay Arthur) Colorado
Springs, CO: WaterBrook Press. Copyright – Kay Arthur, 1999.

p. 395

Lord God, I confess that I have tried to set my own terms on our
relationship. I have rebelled against Your standards and wandered
from the path of righteousness. Forgive me, please. I return to rest
under the shadow of Your wings.
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(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL:
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.
Surrender is not the surrender of

1. Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest, September 13.
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the external life, but of the will;
when that is done, all is done.
There are very few crises in life;
the great crisis is
the surrender of the will.
OSWALD CHAMBERS1
p. 29

