
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Practical Study of DANIEL 
 

PART II 
 

SESSION #7:  Daniel 4:1-18 
 

 
TEXT: 
 
v. 1 King Nebuchadnezzar, To the peoples, nations and men of every 
language, who live in all the world: May you prosper greatly! 
v. 2 It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that 
the Most High God has performed for me. 
v. 3 How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders!  His kingdom is an 
eternal kingdom; his dominion endures from generation to generation. 
v. 4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous. 
v. 5 I had a dream that made me afraid.  As I was lying in my bed, the images 
and visions that passed through my mind terrified me. 
v. 6 So I commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be brought before me 
to interpret the dream for me. 
v. 7 When the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners came, I told 
them the dream, but they could not interpret it for me. 
v. 8 Finally, Daniel came into my presence and I told him the dream.  (He is 
called Belteshazzar, after the name of my god, and the spirit of the holy gods 
is in him.) 
v. 9 I said, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, I know that the spirit of the 
holy gods is in you, and no mystery is too difficult for you.  Here is my dream; 
interpret it for me. 
v. 10 These are the visions I saw while lying in my bed: I looked, and there 
before me stood a tree in the middle of the land.  Its height was enormous. 
v. 11 The tree grew large and strong and its top touched the sky; it was 
visible to the ends of the earth. 
v. 12 Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and on it was food for all.  
Under it the beasts of the field found shelter, and the birds of the air lived in 
its branches; from it every creature was fed. 
v. 13 “In the visions I saw while lying in my bed, I looked, and there before 
me was a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven. 
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v. 14 He called in a loud voice: ‘Cut down the tree and trim off its branches; 
strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit.  Let the animals flee from under it 
and the birds from its branches. 
v. 15 But let the stump and its roots, bound with iron and bronze, remain in 
the ground, in the grass of the field.  “‘Let him be drenched with the dew of 
heaven, and let him live with the animals among the plants of the earth. 
v. 16 Let his mind be changed from that of a man and let him be given the 
mind of an animal, till seven times pass by for him. 
v. 17 “‘The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the 
verdict, so that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over the 
kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the 
lowliest of men.’ 
v. 18 “This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had.  Now, 
Belteshazzar, tell me what it means, for none of the wise men in my kingdom 
can interpret it for me.  But you can, because the spirit of the holy gods is in 
you.” 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 

God Always Defies the Odds 
 
A certain archaeologist was digging in the Negev Desert in Israel and came 
upon a sarcophagus containing a mummy.  After examining it, he called the 
curator of a prestigious natural-history museum. 
 
“I’ve just discovered the 3,000-year-old mummy of a man who died of heart 
failure!” the excited archaeologist exclaimed. 
 
The curator replied, “Bring him in.  We’ll check it out.” 
 
A week later, the amazed curator called the archaeologist.  “You were right 
about the mummy’s age and cause of death.  How in the world did you know?” 
he asked. 
 
The archaeologist replied, “Easy.  There was a piece of paper in his hand that 
read, ‘10,000 shekels on Goliath.’“ 
 

Citation: Source unknown; submitted by Van Morris, Mt. Washington, Kentucky 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 4 

Memory Bank Account 
 
The 92-year-old, petite, well-poised and proud lady, who is fully dressed each 
morning by eight o’clock, with her hair fashionably coiffed and makeup 
perfectly applied, even though she is legally blind, moved to a nursing home 
today.  Her husband of 70 years recently passed away, making the move 
necessary.   
 
After many hours of waiting patiently in the lobby of the nursing home, she 
smiled sweetly when told her room was ready.  As she maneuvered her 
walker to the elevator, I provided a visual description of her tiny room, 
including the eyelet sheets that had been hung on her window.   
 
“I love it,” she stated with the enthusiasm of an eight-year-old having just 
been presented with a new puppy.  “Mrs. Jones, you haven’t seen the room  
. . . just wait.”   
 
“That doesn’t have anything to do with it,” she replied.  “Happiness is 
something you decide on ahead of time.  Whether I like my room or not 
doesn’t depend on how the furniture is arranged . . . it’s how I arrange my 
mind.  I already decided to love it .  
 
It’s a decision I make every morning when I wake up.  I have a choice; I can 
spend my day in bed recounting the difficulty I have with the parts of my 
body that no longer work, or get out of bed and be thankful for the ones that 
do.  Each day is a gift, and as long as my eyes open I’ll focus on the new day 
and all the happy memories I’ve stored away . . . just for this time in my life.” 
 
Old age is like a bank account . . . you withdraw from what you’ve put in.  So, 
my advice to you would be to deposit a lot of happiness in the bank account of 
memories.  Thank you for your part in filling my Memory bank.  I am still 
depositing.  
  
Remember the five simple rules to be happy:  

1. Free your heart from hatred.  
2. Free your mind from worries.  
3. Live simply.  
4. Give more.  
5. Expect less.  

 
(Received via e-mail from Bobbie McKennon, May 26, 2004) 
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(When the Cowboys Come to Town! by Stephen Bly) Winchester, ID: Bly 
Books. Copyright – Stephen Bly, 2000.  

 
THE SNOW ON MT. MORIAH 

 
I climbed straight up the mountain 

to see where Wild Bill lay, 
After Jack McCall did him in 

that fateful August day. 
 
There was snow on Mt. Moriah 

when I hiked through Deadwood pine. 
A hundred years had come and gone 

and now the turn was mine . . . 
 
To pay homage to the man, 

who lived when the west was wild 
And leave behind the legends 

that I grew up with as a child. 
 
A true American hero?  Nope. 

J.B. Hickok was just a man: 
A deadly shot with a pistol 

and an uncommon amount of sand. 
 
I’ll tell you why I like Wild Bill,  

though most tales about him lie. 
He was not afraid to really live, 

and he was not afraid to die. 
 
I do not choose to gamble, 

and adorn my hip with a gun, 
Nor hang out in smoky card rooms 

where soiled doves ply their fun. 
 
I cast my lot with my family, 

and the Bible is my guide. 
With trust in Jesus as my Lord 

and a faith I cannot hide. 
 
So, why climb the snows of early spring 

and stare upon this site, 
Of a man so different than myself? 

Some folks don’t think it right. 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 6 

Like Wild Bill, I love the west 
with towns still raw and small 

And the folks that choose to live here, 
and sacrifice their all. 

 
So I hiked the cliffs of Whitewood Gulch 

just to tip my hat and sigh. 
‘Cause I, too, am a man who’s really lived, 

and I ain’t afraid to die. 
p. 27 
 
 
 
(Cowgirl Poetry: One Hundred Years of Ridin’ and Rhymin’ edited by Virginia 

Bennett) Salt Lake City, UT: Gibbs-Smith. Copyright – Virginia 
Bennett, 2001.  

 
AN 

OLD MONARCH 
Barney Nelson 

Alpine, Texas – ca. 1988 
 

I’d unsaddled my ol’ pony 
and turned him out to graze. 

He’d given me some trouble, 
hadn’t rode him in several days. 

And sometimes when my horse is fresh, 
now that I’m getting’ older, 

I get to wondering if it’s time 
to quit, ‘fore I get any colder. 

 
Then past my eyes, on tremblin’ wing, 

drifts a monarch butterfly. 
Once a worm, now paper wings 

take her halting through the sky. 
More fragile than the thinnest glass, 

those wings of orange and black, 
Yet once a year she makes a trip 

from Canada to Mexico and back. 
 
Through storms and winds and birds of prey 

and some collector’s net, 
a trip not possible for a butterfly, 

but they ain’t convinced her yet. 
p. 166 
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR has a real problem with his PRIDE.  Once again, the 
Lord is going to provide a SECOND DREAM to help Nebuchadnezzar get the 
true picture. 
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Chan Gailey who, at one time, was the head football coach for the Dallas 
Cowboys tells a little story about how he learned humility: 
 

Chan Gailey Learns Humility 
 

Chan Gailey, football coach for the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets, told how he 
learned a lesson in humility. 
 
Gailey was then head coach of Alabama’s Troy State, and they were playing 
for a National Championship.  The week before the big game, he was headed 
to the practice field when a secretary called him back to take a phone call. 
 
Somewhat irritated, Gailey told her to take a message because he was on his 
way to practice. 
 
She responded, “But it’s Sports Illustrated.”  
 
“I’ll be right there,” he said. 
 
As he made his way to the building, he began to think about the upcoming 
article.  It would be great publicity for a small school like Troy State to be in 
Sports Illustrated.  As he got closer, he realized that a three-page article 
would not be sufficient to tell the whole story.  Coming even closer to his 
office, he started thinking that he might be on the cover.  “Should I pose or go 
with an action shot,” he wondered.  His head was spinning with all of the 
possibilities. 
 
When he picked up the phone and said hello, the person asked, “Is this Chan 
Gailey?”  
 
“Yes, it is,” he replied confidently. 
 
“This is Sports Illustrated, and we’re calling to let you know that your 
subscription is running out.  Are you interested in renewing?” 
 
Coach Gailey concluded the story by saying, “You are either humble or you 
will be humbled.” 

 
Citation: Alan Price, Chatsworth, Georgia; source:  

Chan Gailey speaking at a dinner in Dalton, Georgia (4-20-04) 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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Yes, Nebuchadnezzar has had another dream.  GOD’S PURPOSE in this 
dream is given to us in verse 17 of our study today: 
 

“THE DECISION IS ANNOUNCED BY MESSENGERS, THE HOLY 
ONES DECLARE THE VERDICT, SO THAT THE LIVING MAY 
KNOW THAT THE MOST HIGH IS SOVEREIGN OVER THE 
KINGDOMS OF MEN AND GIVES THEM TO ANYONE HE WISHES 
AND SETS OVER THEM THE LOWLIEST OF MEN.” 

 
Job helps us understand what is going on in this particular passage: 
 
Job 33:14-17 
 

For God does speak—now one way, now another—though man may not 
perceive it.  In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls 
on men as they slumber in their beds, he may speak in their ears and 
terrify them with warnings, to turn man from wrongdoing and keep 
him from pride, 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles chapter 4: 
 
The second dream of Nebuchadnezzar 
p. 1341 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
This fourth and final incident from the life of Nebuchadrezzar belongs to the 
period when his great building projects had been completed (verse 30).  The 
king tells the story against himself to explain how he came to capitulate to 
the God of the captives he had brought from Judea. 
p. 107 
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Ironside says: 
 
 God had spoken once to Nebuchadnezzar in giving him the dream of 
the great image of the Times of the Gentiles.  But the heart of the king was 
wilful, and he continued to go on with his own purpose, in his pride and folly.  
God spoke twice by the marvelous vision of the Son of God in the midst of the 
fiery furnace, keeping His faithful witnesses from all danger and harm.  But 
again the proud king kept on his way, with unsubject heart and unsubdued 
will.  Now God speaks the third time, and this in a most humiliating manner, 
to this great world-ruler’s confusion before his princes. 
pp. 59-60 
 
 
 
He then says further: 
 
 So, in this stirring chapter, written by Nebuchadnezzar himself, and 
preserved and incorporated into the volume of inspiration by Daniel, we have 
the interesting account of the means God used to bring this haughty king to 
the end of himself, and lead him to abase himself before the Majesty in the 
heavens. 
p. 60 
 
 
 
Blair says: 
 
 The Lord dealt with Nebuchadnezzar in mercy but the proud king 
refused to respond.  Thus it became necessary for God to act harshly that the 
erring monarch might be brought face to face with the greatest issue of life – 
his own personal salvation.  Like many in our day, Nebuchadnezzar sought to 
rationalize the supernatural, but suffering divine judgment he realized the 
hopelessness of such action and forsook his rationalism to embrace the 
revelation of God. 
p. 75 
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Blair says further: 
 
 How many like Nebuchadnezzar have been shut out from the glories of 
Heaven because of pride.  No truer statement has been made than Proverbs 
29:23, “A man’s pride shall bring him low.”  Pride bars the gate to Heaven 
and closes the door to salvation.  But God has is own way of humbling the 
proud heart.  He says in Jeremiah 49:16, “Thy terribleness hath deceived 
thee, and the pride of thine heart, O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the 
rock, that holdest the height of the hill: though thou shouldest make thy nest 
as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, saith the Lord.”  It is 
impossible for one’s pride to take him high enough to escape the judgment of 
God.  This fact is portrayed vividly as the Lord deals with the pride of 
Nebuchadnezzar. 
p. 76 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
 
 Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream accomplished three things: it warned 
the king that his pride would lead to judgment (v. 37; Prov. 16:18); it exposed 
the incompetence of his magicians (vv. 6-7); and it gave Daniel another 
opportunity to glorify the God of heaven. 
p. 562 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
 The fourth chapter is in the form of a proclamation from the King.  He 
relates his experience.  A time of peace had been reached by him and he was 
flourishing in his palace, when once more he was disturbed by a dream. 
p. 48 
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Leupold says: 
 
 On the face of it this chapter is an edict of Nebuchadnezzar’s.  No 
doubt, even in days of old such royal edicts could have been penned by the 
kings themselves or have been written by the royal scribes at the kings’ 
command.  In either case the royal edict would constitute a pronouncement of 
the king.  In the case of our chapter it is not improbable that Daniel himself 
may have functioned as such a scribe and have committed to writing what 
the king ordered him to express.  In any case it is true in every sense of the 
word that this is a valid and authentic edict of Nebuchadnezzar’s. 
p. 167 
 
 
 
Showers says: 
 
 After the events recorded in this chapter had taken place, 
Nebuchadnezzar had a royal proclamation about them circulated.  He did this 
in order to teach all his people the lesson which God had taught him — the 
fact that the Most High God has a kingdom that is sovereign over man and 
will last forever in contrast to man’s kingdoms.  Chapter four records this 
royal proclamation.  This makes the chapter unique, for it contains what the 
king himself wrote. 
p. 39 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 During the latter half of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, while he rested from 
wars and prospered at home, he had a dream that disturbed him greatly.3 
p. 40 
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Dyer says there are: 
 
Two Images of a Nation 
When Daniel wrote the fourth and fifth chapters of his book, it is as if he had 
searched through his seventy-year-old Babylonian scrapbook to find two 
pictures to represent all that was the nation of Babylon.  The first picture 
comes from Nebuchadnezzar’s time, early in Daniel’s lifetime.  The second 
snapshot comes from the time of King Belshazzar.  It provides a glimpse of 
Babylon on the final night of its existence as a nation. 
 Nebuchadnezzar reigned for forty-three years, from 605 to 562 B.C.  
Only fragments of the Babylonian Chronicle, Babylon’s official court record, 
have survived, and for most of Nebuchadnezzar’s life we have no record of his 
specific actions.  But the fourth chapter of Daniel records a seven-year period 
in Nebuchadnezzar’s life when God made him insane. 
 This revealing portrait of Nebuchadnezzar begins by describing the 
greatness of his kingdom.  He had reached the pinnacle of power, but he had 
never been able to overcome one obstacle: pride.  Instead of ascribing his 
greatness to the God he had recognized as the “God of gods” when Daniel 
revealed the meaning of his dream, he considered himself his own source of 
greatness. 
pp. 111-12 
 
 
 
Longman says: 
 
 As we will see in our survey of the chapter’s contents, the dream 
properly warns Nebuchadnezzar of the dangers of his pride.  This danger is 
extreme for Nebuchadnezzar, of course, because he is, after all, the king of 
Babylon, the most powerful political entity in the known world.  He controls 
the life and death of countless human beings.  He enjoys great wealth, 
prestige, and power.  The dream and its consequences are a reminder that 
whatever he enjoys is at the pleasure of the true God, who, as the chapter is 
at pains to demonstrate, “is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives 
them to anyone he wishes” (v. 25).2  Through the dream and its 
interpretation, he calls on Nebuchadnezzar to remember his subservience to 
a higher power, and through Nebuchadnezzar, the chapter reminds other 
powerful men and women of the same important truth.  “Pride goes before 
destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18). 
p. 116 
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Longman says further: 
 
The structure is as follows—and we should especially note that 
Nebuchadnezzar’s praise brackets the story, coming at the beginning and  
end of the account: (1) Nebuchadnezzar’s decree to praise the Lord (4:1-3);  
(2) the dream report and the search for an interpreter (4:4-18); (3) the dream 
interpretation (4:19-27); (4) the fulfillment of the dream (4:28-33); (5) healing 
and concluding doxology (4:34-37). 
p. 117 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
This chapter is in form, at least in part, of a proclamation.  This proclamation 
must have been written after the king had passed through the experience 
recorded in this chapter. 
p. 19 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
 This chapter opens, says Dr. Clarke, with “a regular decree, and one of 
the most ancient on record.”  It was from the pen of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
was promulgated in the usual form. 
p. 103 
 
 
 
Lucas says: 
 
Chs. 3, 4 and 5 are closely interrelated.  As we have seen (‘Explanation’ of 
3:28-30), the previous story leaves Nebuchadnezzar ‘have-converted’.  He 
recognizes the power of the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, but 
still thinks that he can manipulate this power to some extent by prescribing 
which God people should worship.  In ch. 4 we see the completion of his 
conversion as his pride is humbled and he ends up simply confessing the 
greatness of God. 
p. 104 
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Feinberg says: 
 
 The fourth chapter of the book of Daniel further describes the way in 
which emperors rule during the “times of the Gentiles.”  In particular, it 
demonstrates how God punished King Nebuchadnezzar for his pride by 
afflicting him with insanity.  The king is reduced to the level of the beasts of 
the field, . . . 
p. 52 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 Evidently, the vision of the great image (chap. 2) was not enough to 
put Nebuchadnezzar into right relationship with the Lord, for the Lord then 
sent another dream to the king in an effort to turn him from his godless 
ways. 
p. 52 
 
 
 
He then says further: 
 
God uses dreams to speak to men who have no other source of divine 
revelation.  In this case, God used the vision of the great tree to speak to the 
king’s heart. 
p. 53 
 
 
 
He says finally: 
 
 We should remember that this chapter of Scripture was written by 
King Nebuchadnezzar himself and was preserved by Daniel under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit.  According to the pagan historian Abydenus  
(c. 268 B.C.), the events of this chapter occurred after Nebuchadnezzar’s 
campaign victories and after he had built his new palace in only fifteen days. 

This is the account of the way God brought this proud king to humble 
himself before Him, the story of his conversion.  It shows how real was the 
movement of the Spirit of God in this heathen’s soul.  It represents the way in 
which world rulers can be alienated from God; how they become degraded 
and beastly in character; and how they shall all be brought into submission to 
God at the end of time, when Christ returns in His glory. 
p. 53 
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Miller says: 
 
 Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream and his third miraculous encounter 
with Israel’s God is recorded in chap. 4.1  Daniel did not date the dream and 
subsequent events described here, but clues in the text point to the close of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign.  For example, his building operations seem to have 
been concluded (4:30), there was peace throughout the empire (4:4), . . . 
p. 127 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
Thus this incident must have taken place no later than the thirty-fourth year 
(571 B.C.) of his forty-three year reign (605-562 B.C.).4  Probably about thirty 
years had transpired between the events of chap. 3 and those recorded here.  
Daniel would now have been about fifty years of age. 
p. 128 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
Who has not had an embarrassing or humiliating experience in life?  But who 
among us is willing to talk about it or make it a matter of public record?  
King Nebuchadnezzar, in a highly unusual move, issued a general letter to 
all his vast kingdom describing what was no doubt the most embarrassing 
incident of his life. 
 It apparently happened near the end of his reign, at a time when his 
elaborate and extensive building program in the city of Babylon was completed 
(4:30).  It appears as the climax of God’s dealings with this heathen king. 
p. 43 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 A remarkable passage in the Book of Job seems to describe precisely 
how God worked with Nebuchadnezzar: “Indeed God speaks once, [or] twice, 
yet no one notices it.  In a dream, a vision of the night, when sound sleep falls 
on man, while they slumber in their beds, then He opens the ears of men, and 
seals their instruction, that He may turn man aside from his conduct, and 
keep man from pride” (Job 33:14-17, NASB). 
p. 43 
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Goldingay says: 
 
The thriving state of Nebuchadnezzar’s monarchy, at the head of its mighty 
empire, is to be reflected in the flourishing tree of his dream, symbolic of the 
great cosmic provider and of his royal earthly embodiment; but the broken 
tree of the dream will reflect the dreamer’s actually fragile position—and 
perhaps his subconscious sense of that—which even a dream that hardly 
required much interpretation (Hippolytus) could nevertheless not enable to 
become a conscious awareness. 
p. 91 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 Chap. 4 is centrally concerned with the kingship of Nebuchadnezzar 
and the kingship or rule of the Most High [God] or of [the King/Lord of] 
heaven. . . . 
p. 87 
 
 
 
Walvoord titles the chapter and then says: 
 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S PRIDE AND PUNISHMENT 
 
This chapter which occupies such a large portion of the book of Daniel is more 
than a profound story of how God can bring a proud man low.  Undoubtedly, 
it is the climax of Nebuchadnezzar’s spiritual biography which began with his 
recognition of the excellence of Daniel and his companions, continued with 
the interpretation of the dream of the image in chapter 2, and was advanced 
further by his experience with Daniel’s three companions. 
 In the background of this account is the obvious concern of Daniel the 
prophet for the man whom he had served for so many years.  Daniel, a man of 
prayer, undoubtedly prayed for Nebuchadnezzar and eagerly sought some 
evidence of God’s working in his heart.  While the experience of 
Nebuchadnezzar in chapter 4 was not what Daniel had anticipated, the 
outcome must have approximated Daniel’s fondest hope.  Although some like 
Leupold, after Calvin, “doubt whether the king’s experience led to his 
conversion,”1 it may well be that this chapter brings Nebuchadnezzar to the 
place where he puts his trust in the God of Daniel.  Even merely as a lesson 
in the spiritual progress of a man in the hands of God, this chapter is a 
literary gem. 
p. 95 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 18 

Haskell says: 
 
 The fourth chapter of Daniel is, in some respects, the most wonderful 
chapter in the Bible.  It is a public document written by Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, after his humiliation by the God of heaven.  It was sent “unto all 
people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth.”  It therefore comes 
to us with as much freshness and vitality as though it were issued to the 
generation in which we live.  The object was, says Nebuchadnezzar, “to show the 
signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward me.”  Contemplating 
what had been done, he exclaimed in language similar to that of the apostle 
Paul, “How great are his signs!  His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his 
dominion is from generation to generation.” 
p. 50 
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Stortz says: 
 

In his book Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis called it “the great sin.”  
“There is one vice of which no man in the world is free; which everyone in the 
world loathes when they see it in others; and of which hardly any people, 
except some Christians, ever imagine that they are guilty themselves.  There 
is no fault which we are more unconscious of in ourselves; and the more we 
have it in ourselves the more we dislike it in others.”1 
 This vice is the sin of pride.  Lewis called it “the great sin” because of 
the enmity it created not only between man and man, but between man and 
God.  Jesus told the story of two men who lived in Jerusalem.  One was a 
humble, poor beggar who loved the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The 
other was a proud, wealthy man who looked down upon the poor beggar and 
never took the time to look up to the living and true God. 
 They died about the same time.  Since Lazarus, the poor beggar, was 
trusting in Jesus Christ alone for his salvation, he immediately went to 
Heaven.  The wealthy man died and found himself in the torment of Hell.  
Now he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus at his side.  He 
begged and pleaded that Abraham would send Lazarus to him for just a 
moment so he could dip his finger in water and cool his tongue because he 
was in such agony. 
 Abraham answered, “No.”  He said, “There is a great chasm fixed so 
that no one in Heaven can cross over into Hell and no one in Hell can ever 
cross over into Heaven.” 
 Then the proud, wealthy man begged and pleaded with Abraham to 
send Lazarus back from the dead to his five brothers to tell them about this 
place of torment so they would not end up there.  The wealthy man now 
understood how his pride and prosperity had kept his heart away from the 
Lord, and he was desperate to get his message out so his family would not 
end up in the same torment. 
pp. 61-62 
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Boice says: 
 
The opening chapters of Daniel show Jehovah teaching this proud monarch 
that neither his gods nor Nebuchadnezzar himself was stronger than the 
Most High.  God is God!  “My glory I will not give to another,” says God.  He 
does not allow Nebuchadnezzar to give God’s glory to another in this story. 
 God had already been trying to teach Nebuchadnezzar that.  The first 
story in Daniel that really involves Nebuchadnezzar is the story of the dream 
he had of a great image.  It was a figure of gold, silver, brass, and iron.  
Nebuchadnezzar was represented by the gold head of the image.  This was 
God’s acknowledgement that his kingdom was indeed magnificent but that, 
as God pointed out, it would be succeeded by another (as all human kingdoms 
are) and that by another and that by another; and only at the end would 
come the eternal kingdom of God in Christ.  This kingdom would overthrow 
all others, grow up, and fill the earth.  God was teaching Nebuchadnezzar 
that he as not so important as he thought. 
 The next story in Daniel concerns the gold image that Nebuchadnezzar 
set up in the plain of Dura.  In reading the story with Nebuchadnezzar’s 
vision in view, we realize that Nebuchadnezzar was rebelling against God’s 
decree.  God had said, “Your kingdom will be succeeded by other kingdoms, 
kingdoms of silver, brass, and iron.”  Nebuchadnezzar replied, “No, my 
kingdom will endure forever; it will always be glorious.  Therefore, I will 
create a statue of which not only the head will be gold, but also the thighs 
and legs and feet.  All of it will be gold.  That is going to represent me and my 
descendants forever.”  Now God has to humble Nebuchadnezzar and show 
that only God is King. 
p. 49 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 
This chapter is one of the most striking in the book and contains a most 
amazing statement of biblical theology from Nebuchadnezzar himself. 
p. 61 
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Phillips & Vines say: 
 
In this tract he told us what God did in his life.  He gave evidence in this 
testimony that he had experienced conversion.  Here is the account of a man 
who came to know God in a personal way, and who was so thrilled about it 
that he not only wrote his personal testimony but instructed that it be sent 
out to all the nations of the known world. 
 The beginning of his account is somewhat reminiscent of a Pauline 
epistle.  He wanted all the peoples of the world to read it.  He said, “Peace be 
multiplied unto you,” the way Paul often began his letters.  This is the 
language of a converted man.  He was overwhelmed by the greatness of God.  
He said that the greatness of God was beyond his ability to understand.  He 
was overwhelmed at God’s mercy, which had reached down into his wicked 
life and touched him.  Psalm 66:16 says, “Come and hear, all ye that fear 
God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul.”  That describes what 
Nebuchadnezzar provided for us in this chapter. 
p. 68 
 
 
 
Parker says: 
 
 Nebuchadnezzar was an instance of sudden conversion: he began 
instantaneously to preach and testify and publish; he went into authorship 
before he was a week old in the new faith.  That was characteristic of the 
man’s ardour: he was an urgent, furious, tempestuous man, and what he did 
he did at once.  It would have been better if he could have waited, thought, 
studied, prayed. But you cannot re-create a Nebuchadnezzar; we must allow 
him to be himself, for he never could be any other man.  We must not even 
smile at these child-letters; there is something sweet in them, and comely, 
and right and beautiful, such as suits the soul when it is in its finest moods.  
We must no parse the religion of Nebuchadnezzar; it is not laid before us for 
grammatical analysis and criticism.  He who would parse a child’s letter 
ought never to receive one. 
p. 392 
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Gowan says: 
 
By means of a severe lesson, Nebuchadnezzar learns that he rules only by 
permission of the Most High God. 
p. 73 
 
 
 
Berrigan says: 
 
 As in Chapter 2, we are offered a royal dream.  Here a less dangerous 
atmosphere prevails; no threats are uttered, no demands, stalling and 
appalling, are placed on the interpreters.  Perhaps, one thinks, even kings 
grow reasonable. 
p. 67 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 

This chapter is going to give us a great deal more information about 
this man Nebuchadnezzar than we have had before.  Actually, there was a 
skeleton in the family closet—something I am sure they didn’t boast of: 
Nebuchadnezzar suffered from a form of insanity. 
p. 549 
 
 
 
Gangel says in a nutshell: 
 

God is in total control of his world and no human ruler, benevolent or 
evil, can resist or overturn his power. 
p. 90 
 
 
 
He quotes the Christian Observer: 
 

“Our personal relationship with God must be right, 
or all else comes to naught. 

It is like trying to add a lot of ciphers, 
the sum of which is exactly nothing.” 

Christian Observer 
p. 90 
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Gangel says further: 
 
 As we approach this chapter, we must prepare ourselves to see God 
working in tenderness and graciousness with a cruel and pagan monarch.  All 
the kings in the Book of Daniel fall totally under God’s control; 
Nebuchadnezzar is merely the first example.  But in this chapter he becomes 
the universal and timeless prototype of someone allowed to run rampant over 
the people of God, then restrained by severe judgment, and finally 
redemptively corrected and restored to leadership. 
pp. 91-92 
 
 
 
He then says finally the main idea of the chapter is: 
 
To deny the sovereignty of God in his world is to take sovereignty unto 
oneself, an attitude the great King of heaven will not tolerate.  It is always 
better to humble oneself rather than wait for God’s enforced disciplines of 
humility. 
p. 92 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
 This is a unique chapter in the Bible because it’s an official 
autobiographical document, prepared by the king of Babylon and distributed 
throughout his vast kingdom.1  That Nebuchadnezzar should openly admit 
his pride, his temporary insanity, and his beastly behavior, and then give 
glory to the God of Israel for his recovery, is indeed a remarkable thing.  He 
learned an important lesson the hard way just as people are learning it the 
hard way today: “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a 
fall” (Prov. 16:18, NKJV). 
p. 49 
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Walvoord says again: 
 
Though Daniel 4 is largely a historical record of what happened to 
Nebuchadnezzar, it also contained prophecy in its fulfillment as related to 
Nebuchadnezzar.  The chapter was most unusual in that it is in the form of a 
decree of the king that was circulated throughout the empire.  It is possible 
that Daniel had a part in framing the document on behalf of 
Nebuchadnezzar. 
p. 221 
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Jeremiah says: 
 
 On the morning of the battle of Waterloo, Napoleon was describing to 
his commanding officer his strategy for that day’s campaign.  He said, “We’ll 
put the infantry here, the cavalry over there, and the artillery in that spot.  
At the end of the day, England will be at the feet of France, and Wellington 
will be the prisoner of Napoleon.” 
 The commanding officer responded, “But we must not forget that man 
proposes and God disposes.” 
 With typical arrogance, the little dictator pulled his body to its full 
five-feet-two and replied, “I want you to understand, sir, that Napoleon 
proposes and Napoleon disposes.” 
 Victor Hugo, the novelist, wrote, “From that moment, Waterloo was 
lost, for God sent rain and hail so that the troops of Napoleon could not 
maneuver as he had planned, and on the night of battle it was Napoleon who 
was prisoner of Wellington, and France was at the feet of England.” 
 If you asked me what the most fundamental sin is, I would answer 
without hesitation: the sin of pride.  Pride is basic to all other sins.  It is 
simply exaggerated and dishonest self-evaluation.  It was the sin that began 
sin, when Satan said, “I will be like the most High God.” 
 Pride is number one on God’s hate list.  “These six things doth the 
LORD hate: yea seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look . . .” (Prov. 
6:16 KJV).  Proverbs hits the issue of pride hard. 
 
 “The LORD detests all the proud of heart” (Prov. 16:5). 
 

“I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech” (Prov. 
8:13). 

 
“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 
16:18). 

 
“When pride comes, then comes disgrace” (Prov. 11:2). 

 
 If we summarize all the Old Testament proverbs, we could easily do it 
with one key verse from the New Testament: “God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). 
pp. 86-87 
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Jeremiah says further: 
 
In the fourth chapter of Daniel, the proud king tells us what is going to 
happen to him.  He has run all of the stop lights, and now he is caught and 
arrested. 
p. 88 
 
 
Let us take some time now to DIG INTO THE TEXT and see what the Lord 
has for us in this exciting passage. 
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v. 1 King Nebuchadnezzar, To the peoples, nations and men of every 
language, who live in all the world: May you prosper greatly! 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 1: 
 

King Nebuchadnezzar to everyone, everywhere—every race, color, and 
creed: “Peace and prosperity to all! 

p. 1587 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary calls these first three verses and then says: 
 
THE KING’S PROCLAMATION (4:1-3) 
 
 Apparently a number of years transpired between the experience of 
Daniel’s three friends in chapter 3 and Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and period 
of insanity in chapter 4.  Nebuchadnezzar reigned for 43 years (605-562 B.C.).  
His insanity lasted seven years and he returned to the throne for a short time 
afterward before he died.  His last years did not take place until he had time 
to conclude his extensive building operations (v. 30).  Thus this incident may 
have taken place about the 35th year of Nebuchadnezzar’s rule, or about 570 
[B.C.].  This would be some 30 years after the experience of the three men in 
the fiery furnace, about the 50th year of Daniel’s life. 
p. 1341 
 
 
Verse 1 tells us King Nebuchadnezzar, and those to whom he is writing, are 
divided into THREE CATEGORIES: 
 
 1. “TO THE PEOPLES,” 
 
 2. “NATIONS,” and 
 
 3. “MEN OF EVERY LANGUAGE.” 
 
 
Then he uses an ALL-ENCOMPASSING PHRASE: 
 
 “WHO LIVE IN ALL THE WORLD.” 
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This is followed by HIS GREETING: 
 
 “MAY YOU PROSPER GREATLY!” 
 
 
Naturally from a political point of view: 
 

A GOOD ECONOMY IS EVERY POLITICIAN’S WISH. 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further: 
 
 Daniel recorded an official proclamation made by Nebuchadnezzar 
which was circulated throughout his realm.  Daniel was led by the Holy 
Spirit’s inspiration to include this official proclamation.  God had shown the 
king that He is able to deliver and preserve those who trust and obey Him.  
But God’s revelation of Himself to Nebuchadnezzar did not conclude there.  
For God further revealed Himself to the king through the circumstances 
recorded in this chapter.  And in his proclamation to all the people in his 
empire (peoples, nations, and men of every language . . .), Nebuchadnezzar 
declared that through God’s miraculous signs he had learned of His power 
and that God (the Most High . . .) is sovereign and exerts His will in His . . . 
eternal kingdom. 
p. 1341 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
This chapter contains a recital of the very words of that edict or proclamation 
which Nebuchadnezzar published after his restoration, for the greater 
confirmation of the truth of the event here related. 
p. 651 
 
 
 
Keil & Delitzsch say: 
 
Nebuchadnezzar regarded himself as the lord of the whole earth. 
p. 142 
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Leupold says: 
 
 This is the superscription of the royal edict.  It identifies its author and 
specifies to whom it is addressed.  It begins, furthermore, with the formal and 
customary greeting: “Peace be multiplied unto you.” 
p. 169 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
The extravagant style of such royal proclamations finds expression in the 
phrase “in all the earth,” which cannot mean “throughout the land,” for the 
Babylonian monarchs actually made claim to being monarchs of the whole 
world though they well knew that there were unexplored regions over which 
they exercised no authority.  The fact that this edict is designed to be 
proclaimed universally indicates the importance that Nebuchadnezzar 
attached to his experience. 
p. 169 
 
 
 
Lucas says: 
 
 These verses introduce the central concern of this story: the kingship of 
Nebuchadnezzar and the kingship of the Most High God.  The words with 
which Nebuchadnezzar describes the addresses of the letter make him an 
epitome of human kingship in their claim to universal rule.  What is really 
under consideration, then, is the relationship between human and divine 
kingship. 
p. 108 
 
 
 
Parker says: 
 
Nebuchadnezzar did not belong to the silent religious community: he would 
publish a proclamation, he would announce a fact, he would preach what 
little Gospel he had; he would say, There is more light in creation than I had 
imagined: come, let me tell you what the light is like, and what wizardry it 
works in colour and shadow and suggestion. 
p. 393 
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Campbell says: 
 
The introduction is actually a conclusion!  Chronologically, these opening 
words belong at the end of the chapter because they grow out of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s experiences which are recorded in the following 
paragraphs.  But the king was so overwhelmed by God’s dealings with him 
that, humiliating though it was, he wanted the world to know about it.  
Perhaps he reasoned that there were many others who needed the same 
truth he had learned.  He therefore issued a universal proclamation telling 
his story, the story no doubt of his own conversion to the worship of the true 
God of Israel. 
p. 44 
 
 
 
Dyer says: 
 
On many of the bricks he had made for his building projects he stamped the 
following inscription: “I am Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, king of 
everything from sea to far sea.” 
p. 114 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further: 
 
Whereas earlier Nebuchadnezzar believed it was his own power and wisdom 
that had consolidated the kingdom under his authority, he learned that it is 
God who rules according to His will and uses those He chooses as His 
instruments. 
p. 1341 
 
 
 
(Incense and Thunder: Experience Intimacy and Power with God through 

Prayer by Dudley Hall) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Dudley 
Hall, 1999.  

 
I have a friend who has written a very good book entitled I Was Always 

on My Mind.6  What a great title!  That is our testimony, huh?  We can’t seem 
to escape the tyranny of morbid self-consciousness. 

 
6.  Steve Sampson, I Was Always on My Mind (England: Sovereign World Publishers, 1996). 
p. 23 
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v. 2 It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that 
the Most High God has performed for me. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 2: 
 

It is my privilege to report to you the gracious miracles that the High 
God has done for me. 

p. 1587 
 
 
There are TWO KEY WORDS here in verse 2: 
 
 1. “PLEASURE” and 
 
 2. “PERFORMED.” 
 
 
You can tell the spirit of enthusiasm and excitement in the word 
“PLEASURE.”  Nebuchadnezzar is finding real joy and excitement in telling 
what has been happening in his life.  It is a God-thing because: 
 

“THE MOST HIGH GOD HAS PERFORMED . . . . [SOME] SIGNS 
AND WONDERS . . . FOR ME.” 

 
 
He is excited because he has seen God at work. 
 
 
These “SIGNS AND WONDERS” go all the way back to: 
 

1. his first dream, the DREAM OF THE IMAGE, then  
 
2. experiencing of the FIERY FURNACE with three of Daniel’s  

associates, and now 
 
3. a third incredible manifestation, the DREAM OF THE GIANT  

TREE that is recorded here in this chapter. 
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Hebrews 2:4 
 

God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders and by 
various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own 
will. 

 
 
 
Boice says: 
 
 Lay that perspective over against the unique name for God that we find 
six times in this chapter but which has never occurred in the Book of Daniel 
before this point.  The name is “the Most High.”  You find it in a slightly 
different form in verse 2: “the Most High God.”  Then you find it exactly in 
verses 17, 24, 25, 32, and 34. 
 What does this name signify?  Well, if you get out a concordance and look 
to see where else it occurs in the Old Testament, you will find out that the first 
time the name appears is in Genesis in connection with the story of Abraham’s 
return from the battle against the kings and his meeting with Melchizedek.  We 
are told there that Melchizedek was the priest of the Most High God, ruler of 
heaven and earth.  That phrase explains the name.  It is not referring to God’s 
role as Redeemer or to his wisdom.  It relates to God’s sovereignty.  “The Most 
High God” is the God who rules, not only in heaven but on earth. 
 A bit further on in the Old Testament, in Isaiah 14, we have a description 
of the thoughts that went through the mind of Satan in the moment of his 
rebellion against God.  One of the things Satan said is that he wished to be like 
the Most High.  He said, “ I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above 
the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost 
heights of the sacred mountain.  I will ascend above the tops of the clouds: I will 
make myself like the Most High” (vv. 13–14). 
 Why did Satan not say, “I will be like the Redeemer”?  Why did he not 
say, “I will be like the most wise God”?  Why not one of God’s other names?  It is 
because he was not interested in those aspects of God’s character.  He wanted to 
be like God in his sovereign rule.  In other words, he said, “I am going to take 
God down from his throne and put myself upon the throne, and I am going to 
rule in God’s place.” 
 That is the meaning of “the Most High.”  And here is Nebuchadnezzar 
saying, with all the folly of which human beings are capable, “Look at this great 
Babylon, that I, Nebuchadnezzar, have built.”  God replied, “That is the sin I 
will not tolerate,” and he brings him down. 
 Of course, this is not just Satan’s sin.  This is not just Nebuchadnezzar’s 
sin.  This is our sin, and it is ours both individually and collectively as a nation.  
The greatest sin of all is that we take glory to ourselves instead of giving credit 
to God.  When we do well we think it is our achievement.  When we do badly we 
think it is somebody else’s fault.  It is the perspective of fallen humanity, and 
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what we do as individuals in the leading of our daily lives we do nationally.  
America has known real greatness.  It has been greatly blessed financially, 
culturally, spiritually, and in many other ways.  But instead of giving glory to 
God, from whom such blessing comes, we boast of our achievement, assuming 
that it is because we are the kind of people we intrinsically are. 
 God says, “I will not tolerate that, in either individuals or nations.”  The 
history of humanity is (1) the raising up of a nation by the blessing of God, (2) 
men and women taking glory to themselves, and (3) God tearing them down in 
order to show that he is the Most High God and not mankind.  That will happen 
in America.  I believe it is happening already.  It will happen to a greater extent 
unless we repent. 
pp. 51-52 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
 “It is my pleasure” shows that it was a true joy for the king to share 
what God had done in his life—delivered him from madness.  This should be 
the attitude of any believer.  If God has done something wonderful, an 
individual should be delighted to share that experience with others. 
p. 129 
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In the book Prophecy in Light of Today, Dr. Larry Mercer makes the 
following observation: 
 
 God has the sovereign right to exercise the privilege of Deity.  He has 
placed us in the position of being the servants rather than the Sovereign.  
Our lack of complete control over our lives reminds us that we are the 
creatures rather than the Creator.  God alone determines what will come to 
pass, and He isn’t required to give us an explanation. 
 To gain a proper perspective on life, the very first thing we need to do 
is learn to ask the proper question.  That is, rather than fixating on the 
question “Why?” we need to ask the question “How should we then live?”  In 
effect, we need to say, “God, I surrender to the fact that You are the Creator 
and I am the creature.  I surrender to the fact that You are the Sovereign and 
I am the servant.  I surrender to the fact that I am not in complete control of 
my own life.”  Only when we arrive at a point where we can accept—even 
embrace—God’s complete control over our lives, can we move from asking 
“why” to asking “how.”  
p. 115 
 
 
Yes, Nebuchadnezzar is saying: 
 

“IT IS MY PLEASURE.  I am really eager, enthusiastic, and excited 
about telling you what THE MOST HIGH GOD HAS PERFORMED  
[or done] FOR ME.”  
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v. 3 How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders!  His kingdom is an 
eternal kingdom; his dominion endures from generation to generation. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 3: 
 

His miracles are staggering, 
his wonders are surprising. 

His kingdom lasts and lasts, 
his sovereign rule goes on forever. 

p. 1587 
 
 
Back in verse 2 Nebuchadnezzar spoke of: 
 

“the miraculous signs and wonders.” 
 
 
Now in verse 3 he talks about: 
 

“HOW GREAT ARE HIS SIGNS” and  
 
“HOW MIGHTY HIS WONDERS!” 

 
 
He then makes reference to “HIS KINGDOM.”  It is: 
 
 “AN ETERNAL KINGDOM.” 
 
 
He then makes reference to “HIS DOMINION”: 
 
 “IT ENDURES FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION.” 
 
 
You will notice that he uses the little word “HIS” FOUR TIMES so you have 
it clearly in mind what he has learned from these: 
 

“miraculous signs and wonders” and  
 
God’s intervention in his life. 
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You can say of those FOUR THINGS, they were: 
 

“HIS GREAT SIGNS” and 
 
“HIS MIGHTY WONDERS.” 

 
 
It was: 
 

“HIS ETERNAL KINGDOM” and 
 
“HIS DOMINION ENDURES FROM GENERATION TO 
GENERATION” or forever and forever. 

 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
 Nebuchadnezzar praised Yahweh for his greatness, power, and 
sovereignty.  Yahweh’s miraculous deeds had included a dream revealed and 
interpreted (chap. 2), three men delivered from a fiery furnace (chap. 3), and 
the removal and restoration of both Nebuchadnezzar’s sanity and his 
kingdom (chap. 4).  These were indeed “great” and “mighty” miracles. 
p. 129 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 At last Nebuchadnezzar had come to realize that Yahweh (“the Most 
High God”), not himself or the gods of Babylon, was sovereign.  Through the 
experience recorded in this chapter, it was also graphically illustrated to him 
that his kingdom as well as his life could be taken away by the Lord at will.  
The king was now an old man and must have been acutely aware that soon 
death would bring an end to his life and there by to his reign.  Yet he 
acknowledged that Yahweh’s kingdom is “eternal” and “endures from 
generation to generation.” 
p. 129 
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Leupold says: 
 
. . . they signify that man is dealing with God, whose power far exceeds that 
of man.  The “wonders” are usually regarded “as a special display of God’s 
power,” which, as our word “wonder” indicates, causes men to marvel. 
p. 170 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
 Nebuchadnezzar’s exclamation of the greatness of God and His signs 
and wonders is quite accurate and in keeping with his experience.  The signs 
wrought in his life were indeed great, and God’s wonders were indeed mighty.  
His conclusion that the kingdom is an everlasting kingdom extending from 
generation to generation is a logical one based on his experience and reveals 
God in a true light . . . 
p. 98 
 
 
Psalm 145:13 
 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,  
and your dominion endures through all generations. . . . 

 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
He has arrived at this conviction as the result of his experience of signs and 
wonders, events explicable only in terms of divine intervention, and it is of 
these that he intends to write. 
p. 110 
 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 
Nebuchadnezzar was now old, had reigned above forty years, and had seen 
much of the world and revolutions, yet never till now was he brought to 
admire God’s signs and his wonders. 
p. 1089 
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Ironside raises the question: 
 
Have you anything to tell about the signs and wonders that the high God has 
wrought toward you?  Have you ever been brought into direct contact with 
Him, so that you can speak confidently of what He has done for your soul?  
Have you been humbled by getting a sight of yourself as a lost, undone sinner 
before Him?  Have you taken that place — your only rightful place — and 
owned yourself unclean and undone, in dire need of sovereign mercy?  And do 
you know what it is to have fled for refuge to the very God against whom you 
have sinned so grievously, and to have found in His Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ a hiding-place from the judgment your sins deserved?  
pp. 64-65 
 
 
 
Parker says: 
 
It is beautiful to see how the shining of God upon the soul affrights all our 
little speech.  Here the man is touching the inexpressible, the infinite; he can 
only hint at his meaning by way of exclamation: How great his signs! how 
mighty his wonders! there is no attempt at analysis, explanation, 
measurement, definite statement.  All religious exaltation is overpowering. 
p. 393 
 
 
 
(Age Doesn’t Matter Unless You’re a Cheese by Kathryn & Ross Petras) New 

York, NY: Workman Publishing. Copyright – Kathryn & Ross Petras, 
2002.  

 
Young man, the secret of my success is that at an early age I discovered I was 
not God. 

JURIST OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES JR. 
p. 223 
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v. 4 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous. 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 4: 
 

“I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home taking it easy in my palace without a 
care in the world. 

p. 1587 
 
 
Nebuchadnezzar says he “WAS AT HOME IN [HIS] PALACE” and he could 
be characterized in TWO WAYS: 
 
 1. “CONTENTED” and 
 
 2. “PROSPEROUS.” 
 
 
Everything was going great. 
 
 
Luke 12:15-20 
 

And He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against every 
form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life 
consist of his possessions.”  And He told them a parable, saying, “The 
land of a certain rich man was very productive.  And he began 
reasoning to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to 
store my crops?’  And he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down 
my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and 
my goods.  And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid 
up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’  
But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your soul is required of 
you; and now who will own what you have prepared?’  
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles the remaining verses in this study: 
 
THE KING’S TREE VISION (4:4-18) 
p. 1341 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then subdivides verses 4-7 as: 
 
The request for interpretation by the wise men 
p. 1341 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
For the second time a revelation was given to Nebuchadnezzar through a 
dream (cf. 2:1, 27-29).  This dream, like the one years before, terrified the 
king . . . Though contented and prosperous, he was afraid.  So he sought an 
interpretation of the dream to allay his fears. 
p. 1341 
 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 
 I.  This alarm was given to him (v. 4), when he was at rest in his house, 
and flourishing in his palace.  He had lately conquered Egypt, and with it 
completed his victories, and ended his wars, about the thirty-fourth or thirty-
fifth year of his reign . . . Then he had this dream, which was accomplished 
about a year after.  Seven years of his distraction continued, upon his 
recovery from which he penned this declaration, lived about two years after, 
and died in his forty-fifth year. 
p. 1089 
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Ironside says: 
 
 Ere God awakened him, he had been “at rest in his house, and 
flourishing in his palace.”  Think of that!  At rest and flourishing while still in 
his sins and a stranger to God!  Ah, there is a deceitful rest, a deceitful peace, 
which lulls many a soul into a false security.  To be untroubled is no evidence 
of safety. 
p. 65 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
 It was while the king was basking in contentment at the thought of all 
his achievements that his peace of mind was shattered by this dream. 
p. 110 
 
 
 
Leupold, speaking on the word “flourishing” says: 
 
. . . [It is] ra’anan = “to be green,” spoken with reference to trees, here in 
anticipation of the dream about to be related.  It is usually thought that this 
dream occurred in the latter half of the king’s reign. 
p. 172 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
 “Contented” is a translation of the Aramaic word šělēh, which means 
properly “at ease” or “at rest,” conveying both contentment and security.12  
“Prosperous” renders the Aramaic racěnan, “flourishing,” and corresponds to 
the biblical Hebrew racănān, “luxuriant,” which is used to describe luxuriant 
or flourishing trees.13  This description prepares the reader for the tree figure 
that follows.  The king was experiencing peace and prosperity on every hand.  
His opposition (including the Egyptians) had been subdued, and there was no 
serious threat to his authority. 
p. 130 
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Lucas says: 
 
 When the king describes himself as ‘thriving’ in his palace, the 
adjective used, ra’nan, corresponds to a Hebrew word used to denote the 
luxuriant foliage of a tree . . . 
p. 108 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 
 One immediately gets the impression that the warrior king has begun 
to age, most of his enemies have been subdued, and things have calmed down 
in Babylon.  Even the great construction projects and the over-all greening of 
the city had perhaps been completed.  Indeed, this ancient king sounds like a 
twenty-first-century American who just checked with his stockbroker and 
discovered that he has reason to be contented and prosperous. 
p. 93 
 
 
 
Gangel says further: 
 

 Nebuchadnezzar ruled forty-three years (605-562 B.C.), 
and following his period of insanity, he was restored to his 
throne for at least a few months.  This period of restoration does 
not appear to have been long, however, perhaps not more than a 
year.  Twelve months elapsed following the dream until the 
beginning of the seven years of insanity (Dan. 4:29).  Thus, one 
must add this year to the seven years of insanity, plus the 
approximate year of restoration to the throne, and subtract 
them from the total years of his reign to get the latest date in 
the reign for the dream.  This works out to be the king’s thirty-
fourth year, which perhaps is the most likely date.  If this is 
correct, then thirty-two years had elapsed since 
Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream (which came in his second year), 
(Dan. 2:1), and Daniel was now about forty-nine years old 
(Wood, p. 57). 

p. 94 
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Stortz says: 
 
 Now Nebuchadnezzar was not what you would call a religious man.  
He would bow his knee to no one — no human and no deity.  He would not 
worship Yahweh, the God of the Jews, and he refused to worship Marduk, the 
God of the Babylonians.  The man was content and prosperous and proud.  In 
his pride he concluded that he did not need God.  This is why Jesus said, “I 
tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matthew 19:23). 
p. 63 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
 1.  Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in his house.  He had accomplished 
successfully all his enterprises.  He had subdued Syria, Phœnicia, Judea, 
Egypt, and Arabia.  It was probably these great conquests that puffed him 
up, and betrayed him into such vanity and self-confidence.  And this very 
time, when he felt most at rest and secure, when it was most unlikely that he 
would allow a thought to disturb his self-complacent tranquility,—this very 
time God takes to trouble him with fears and forebodings. 
p. 105 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
Read carefully the vision the king had and compare with Ezekiel [31]:3 and 
Matthew [13], the parable of the mustard seed.  In each case the great big 
tree is the symbol of pride and self-exaltation. 
p. 19 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
Both expressions therefore refer to the later period of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
reign, when his wars (probably including that against Tyre, Ezek. [29]. 17) 
were ended, and he was able to devote himself to the affairs of peace, and 
especially to the erection of the great edifices at Babylon . . . 
p. 109 
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Wiersbe says: 
 
Some students believe that twenty or thirty years may have elapsed between 
the episode of the fiery furnace described in chapter 3 and the events 
described in this chapter.  Nebuchadnezzar was now enjoying a time of peace 
and security.  After defeating all his enemies and completing several 
impressive building projects, he was able at last to rest at home and delight 
in what had been accomplished. 
p. 49 
 
 
 
Campbell says: 
 
At the start of his narrative, the king described his situation and stated that 
he was both “secure” and “prospering” (4:4).  In both his private and official 
lives he was in control of everything, totally self-satisfied.  Who would dare 
rise up against him? 
p. 45 
 
 
 
Dyer records an ancient inscription describing one of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dwelling places: 
 

 Because my heart did not wish the dwelling place of my Majesty to 
be in another place, because I did not build a royal dwelling in any 
other place, and because I did not consign the kingly property to all 
lands, my dwelling-place in Babylon grew insufficient for the dignity 
of my Majesty. 

An ancient inscription describing one 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s dwelling places2 

 
Nebuchadnezzar’s boasting was not false, but it was prideful. 
p. 114 
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Dyer says further: 
 
Saddam Hussein has three ambitious goals: territory, economic power, and 
the elimination of the nation of Israel.  Somehow it is not surprising that his 
goals reflect the goals of Nebuchadnezzar, who also wanted an empire, power, 
glory, and the destruction of Jerusalem. 
 Like Nebuchadnezzar, Saddam Hussein is full of pride. 
p. 148 
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v. 5 I had a dream that made me afraid.  As I was lying in my bed, the images 
and visions that passed through my mind terrified me. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 5: 
 

But as I was stretched out on my bed I had a dream that scared me— 
a nightmare that shook me. 

p. 1587 
 
 
His RESPONSE to this dream was TWO-FOLD.  He said it: 
 
 1. “MADE ME AFRAID.” 
 
 
As he saw the rest of the “IMAGES AND VISIONS THAT PASSED 
THROUGH [HIS] MIND” it: 
 
 2. “TERRIFIED” him. 
 
 
 
Keil & Delitzsch say: 
 
Nebuchadnezzar begins the narration of his wonderful experience.  When he 
was at rest in his palace and prospering, he had a dream as he lay upon his 
bed which made him afraid and perplexed. 
p. 143 
 
 
 
Phillips & Vines say: 
 
Nebuchadnezzar was in his magnificent palace, evidently in bed asleep.  He 
had subdued nation after nation, never lost a battle, but now his battles were 
over.  His official affairs were moving smoothly.  He was a man experiencing 
personal peace as far as his kingdom was concerned.  But Nebuchadnezzar’s 
security was a false one.  That night he received a dream that filled him with 
dread and terror. 
p. 68 
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Pentecost says: 
 
In the earlier periods of prophetic revelation the revelation was frequently 
made through dreams and ecstatic trances. 
p. 58 
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v. 6 So I commanded that all the wise men of Babylon be brought before me 
to interpret the dream for me. 

 
 
The RESULT of being “afraid” and “terrified” by the dream was that he: 
 

“COMMANDED THAT ALL THE WISE MEN OF BABYLON BE 
BROUGHT BEFORE ME [WITH THE PURPOSE OF] 
INTERPRET[ING] THE DREAM FOR ME.” 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 6: 
 

I sent for all the wise men of Babylon so that they could interpret the 
dream for me. 

p. 1587 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Though all the wise men of Babylon had been discredited previously because 
of their inability to interpret the king’s first dream (2:10-12), counselors had 
been retained by the king.  He summoned the magicians, enchanters, 
astrologers, and diviners . . . and ordered them to interpret the dream which 
he revealed to them.  However, they were unable to do so. 
p. 1341 
 
 
I really think that after their first experience several years ago, they were literally 
AFRAID TO OPEN THEIR MOUTHS with regard to any projected interpretation 
that they might come up with in regard to THIS PRESENT DREAM. 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
It may seem strange that Daniel was not first summoned.  But it was ordered 
by God’s providence that he should be reserved to the last, in order that all 
mere human means should be proved vain, before God manifested His power 
through His servant; thus the haughty king was stripped of all fleshly 
confidences. 
p. 740 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 49 

Jeremiah says: 
 
 It has been said that no matter how often the wisdom of the world 
fails, we run right back to the same quacks who have never had the answers.  
We go to these secular humanist counselors, who don’t help, and finally find a 
Christian counselor to get us straightened out.  After we have exhausted all 
of the human possibilities, we do the thing we should have done in the first 
place. 
p. 89 
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v. 7 When the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners came, I told 
them the dream, but they could not interpret it for me. 

 
 
This is different from chapter 2 where Nebuchadnezzar did not even tell them 
the dream but expected them to tell him the dream and then interpret it.  
Here he says: 
 

“I TOLD THEM THE DREAM, BUT THEY COULD NOT 
INTERPRET IT FOR ME.” 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 7: 
 

When they were all assembled—magicians, enchanters, fortunetellers, 
witches—I told them the dream.  None could tell me what it meant. 

p. 1587 
 
 
I still think they were scared to death to open their mouths after that last 
fiasco.   
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
 A still greater humiliation than that narrated in the second chapter 
was brought upon the magicians.  There, they boasted that if they only had 
the dream, they could make known the interpretation.  Here, 
Nebuchadnezzar distinctly remembers the dream, but meets the 
mortification of having his magicians ignominiously fail him again. 
p. 105 
 
 
 
Fyall says: 
 
There is nothing here of the fury of the king and the hasty commands to 
execute the wise men as in Chapter 2.  Perhaps this reflects the king’s 
increased maturity or his confidence in Daniel. 
p. 63 
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v. 8 Finally, Daniel came into my presence and I told him the dream.  (He is 
called Belteshazzar, after the name of my god, and the spirit of the 
holy gods is in him.) 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 8: 
 

“And then Daniel came in.  His Babylonian name is Belteshazzar, 
named after my god, a man full of the divine Holy Spirit.  I told him 
my dream. 

p. 1588 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles the remaining verses in this study: 
 
The dream explained to Daniel (4:8-18) 
p. 1341 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
Then the king told . . . the dream to Daniel.  Unable once again to be helped 
by his own conjurers, he had to consult one who worshiped Yahweh.  
However, the king still acknowledged his own god (perhaps Bel, alias 
Marduk) as he referred to Daniel by his Babylonian name (Belteshazzar . . . 
which included Bel’s name.  The word finally suggests that some time passed 
before Daniel went into the king’s presence.  Obviously Daniel was not among 
the wise men who had first been summoned to interpret the dream . . . 
Apparently Daniel was in a position of significant governmental authority 
and not serving as a counselor to the king . . . That would explain why he was 
not included in the invitation given previously to the wise men. 
 Because of the impression made on Nebuchadnezzar through Daniel’s 
previous interpretation . . . it is not likely that the king had forgotten about 
Daniel’s ability to interpret dreams.  Possibly the king suspected the ominous 
message contained in his dream and hoped that the wise men could soften 
the message when they interpreted it to him.  The king thought that Daniel 
operated by the spirit of the holy gods . . . and that through Daniel the 
message would be unveiled.  Obviously Nebuchadnezzar was still a polytheist 
though he had acknowledged Yahweh’s sovereignty years before . . . 
p. 1341 
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Phillips & Vines say: 
 
 When Daniel came in, the king told him he knew that the spirit of the 
holy gods was in him.  Three times in this chapter we are told that the spirit 
of the holy gods was in Daniel. That was a pagan way of saying that God was 
evident in Daniel’s life. 
p. 69 
 
 
 
Baldwin says: 
 
 Daniel was in a class apart, operating not as one of a group but as a free 
individual whose superiority stemmed from that of the God he worshipped.  
When all others failed, the king was prepared to consult Daniel, . . . 
p. 111 
 
 
 
Walvoord says: 
 
As a last resort Nebuchadnezzar called in Daniel because of his previous 
experience in having him interpret the dream of Daniel 2 many years before. 
p. 221 
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v. 9 I said, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, I know that the spirit of the 
holy gods is in you, and no mystery is too difficult for you.  Here is my 
dream; interpret it for me. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 9: 
 

“‘Belteshazzar,’ I said, ‘chief of the magicians, I know that you are a 
man full of the divine Holy Spirit and that there is no mystery that you 
can’t solve.  Listen to this dream that I had and interpret it for me. 

p. 1588 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Nebuchadnezzar referred to Daniel as chief of the magicians, not because he 
was in authority over the wise men but because he was wiser than all of 
them, capable of understanding and interpreting dreams.  The king implored 
Daniel to interpret his dream for him.  Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was a simple 
one.  He was perplexed not by what he had seen, but by his inability to 
understand its meaning. 
pp. 1341-2 
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v. 10 These are the visions I saw while lying in my bed: I looked, and there 
before me stood a tree in the middle of the land.  Its height was 
enormous. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 10: 
 

“‘This is what I saw as I was stretched out on my bed.  I saw a big 
towering tree at the center of the world. 

p. 1588 
 
 
The dream is that of a “TREE” that stood before him.  He characterizes it in 
TWO WAYS.  It was: 
 
 1. “IN THE MIDDLE OF THE LAND” and 
 
 2. “ITS HEIGHT WAS ENORMOUS.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 Previously Nebuchadnezzar had traveled to Lebanon to watch the 
felling of the great cedars to provide timber for his construction projects in 
Babylon.  So he had witnessed the felling of mighty trees. 
p. 1342 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
The tree here represents Nebuchadnezzar primarily and also his kingdom of 
Babylon—the king and kingdom are inseparable. 
p. 552 
 
 
 
Feinberg says: 
 
. . . we learn that a tree symbolizes earthly greatness, grandeur, and power. 
p. 54 
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Psalm 1:1-3 
 

Blessed is the man 
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 

or stand in the way of sinners 
or sit in the seat of mockers. 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither. 
Whatever he does prospers. 

 
 
Jeremiah 17:7, 8 
 

But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in 
him.  He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its 
roots by the stream.  It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are 
always green.  It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to 
bear fruit.” 

 
 
Colossians 2:6, 7 
 

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 
having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and 
established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing 
with gratitude.  

 
 
Matthew 13:31, 32 
 

He presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven 
is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; and 
this is smaller than all other seeds; but when it is full grown, it is 
larger than the garden plants, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of 
the air come and nest in its branches.” 
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v. 11 The tree grew large and strong and its top touched the sky; it was 
visible to the ends of the earth. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 11: 
 

As I watched, the tree grew huge and strong.  Its top reached the sky 
and it could be seen from the four corners of the earth. 

p. 1588 
 
 
There are FOUR THINGS that are said about this “TREE” in verse 11: 
 
 1. “THE TREE GREW LARGE,” 
 
 2. “THE TREE GREW . . . STRONG,” 
 
 3. “ITS TOP TOUCHED THE SKY,” and 
 
 4. “IT WAS VISIBLE TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.” 
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v. 12 Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and on it was food for all.  
Under it the beasts of the field found shelter, and the birds of the air 
lived in its branches; from it every creature was fed. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 12: 
 

Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant—enough food for 
everyone!  Wild animals found shelter under it, birds nested in its 
branches, everything living was fed and sheltered by it. 

p. 1588 
 
 
There are SIX MORE THINGS that are said about the “tree” in verse 12: 
 
 1. “ITS LEAVES WERE BEAUTIFUL,” 
 
 2. “ITS FRUIT ABUNDANT,” 
 
 3. “ON IT WAS FOOD FOR ALL,” 
 
 4. “UNDER IT THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD FOUND SHELTER,” 
 
 5. “THE BIRDS OF THE AIR LIVED IN ITS BRANCHES,” and 
 
 6. “FROM IT EVERY CREATURE WAS FED.” 
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When you put all TEN of those things TOGETHER you get a pretty clear 
picture of what Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream.  The “tree” was: 
 
 1. “large,” 
 
 2. “strong,” 
 
 3. “its top touched the sky,” 
 
 4. “it was visible to the ends of the earth,” 
 
 5. “ITS LEAVES WERE BEAUTIFUL,” 
 
 6. “ITS FRUIT ABUNDANT,” 
 
 7. “ON IT WAS FOOD FOR ALL,” 
 
 8. “UNDER IT THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD FOUND SHELTER,” 
 
 9. “THE BIRDS OF THE AIR LIVED IN ITS BRANCHES,” and 
 
 10. “FROM IT EVERY CREATURE WAS FED.” 
 
 
“ON IT WAS FOOD,” 
 
“UNDER IT THE BEASTS . . . FOUND SHELTER,” and 
 
“FROM IT EVERY CREATURE WAS FED.” 
 
 
It’s fruit abundant! 
 
 
John 15:8 
 

“By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove 
to be My disciples.  
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PROSPERITY can also lead to PRIDE. 
 
 
I am sure the PLEASURE and PLENTY that was available to 
Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon only AGGRAVATED THE SITUATION OF HIS 
PRIDE. 
 
 
Deuteronomy 8:17, 18 
 

You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have 
produced this wealth for me.”  But remember the Lord your God, for it 
is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his 
covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The tree he saw in his dream was significant because of its size (vv. 10-11), 
its beauty (v. 12), and its fruit (v. 12).  It provided food and shelter for all the 
animals and birds who lived under it or in it. 
p. 1342 
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v. 13 “In the visions I saw while lying in my bed, I looked, and there before 
me was a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 13: 
 

“‘And this also is what I saw as I was stretched out on my bed.  I saw a 
holy watchman descend from heaven  

p. 1588 
 
 
Not only did Nebuchadnezzar see a great “tree”, he also saw someone else 
described in THREE WAYS.  “AND THERE BEFORE ME WAS”: 
 
 1. “A MESSENGER,” 
 
 2. “A HOLY ONE,” and 
 
 3. “COMING DOWN FROM HEAVEN.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The king then explained that he saw a messenger, a holy one.  This holy 
messenger, unknown to Nebuchadnezzar, would have been known to the 
Jewish people as an angel sent from heaven with an announcement. 
p. 1342 
 
 
 
Smith says: 
 
 The interest that the holy ones, or the angels, take in human affairs.  They 
are represented as demanding this dealing with Nebuchadnezzar.  They see, as 
mortals never can see, how unseemly a thing is pride in the human heart.  And 
they approve of, and sympathize with, the decrees and providences of God by 
which he works for the correction of these evils.  Man must know that he is not 
the architect of his own fortune, but that there is One who ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, on whom his dependence should be humbly placed.  A man may be a 
successful monarch, but he should not pride himself upon that; for unless the 
Lord had set him up, he would never have reached this position of honor. 
pp. 106-9 
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v. 14 He called in a loud voice: ‘Cut down the tree and trim off its branches; 
strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit.  Let the animals flee from 
under it and the birds from its branches. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 14: 
 

and call out: 
 
Chop down the tree, lop off its branches, 

strip its leaves and scatter its fruit. 
Chase the animals from beneath it 

and shoo the birds from its branches. 
p. 1588 
 
 
This ANGELIC MESSENGER, as he comes down from heaven, barks out  
SIX COMMANDS with relationship to the “TREE”: 
 
 1. “CUT DOWN THE TREE,” 
 
 2. “TRIM OFF ITS BRANCHES,” 
 
 3. “STRIP OFF ITS LEAVES,” 
 
 4. “SCATTER ITS FRUIT,” 
 
 5. “LET THE ANIMALS FLEE FROM UNDER IT,” and 
 
 6. “THE BIRDS FROM ITS BRANCHES.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The messenger said that the tree was to be cut down, the branches trimmed 
from the trunk, the leaves stripped off, and the fruit scattered.  The animals 
and birds that found shelter under and in its branches were to scatter. 
p. 1342 
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The VERBS in verse 14 help us understand how God moves and takes 
DRAMATIC ACTION: 
 
 1. “CUT DOWN,” 
 
 2. “TRIM,” 
 
 3. “STRIP OFF,” 
 
 4. “SCATTER,” and 
 
 5. “FLEE.” 
 
 
John 15:1, 2 
 

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  Every branch in 
Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that 
bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit.  

 
 
Hebrews 12:11 
 

All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet 
to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful 
fruit of righteousness.  

 
 
 
Keil & Delitzsch say: 
 
The messenger of God cried with might . . . “as a sign of the strong, firm 
utterance of a purpose”. . .  
p. 151 
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Heckler:  I wouldn’t vote for you if you were Saint Peter! 
Politician: If I were Saint Peter you wouldn’t be in my precinct. 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
 
 
 
The longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth, that God 
governs in the affairs of man; and if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground 
without his notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without his aid? 

—Benjamin Franklin 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
 
 
2 Chronicles 33:13 
 

And when he prayed to him, the Lord was moved by his entreaty and 
listened to his plea; so he brought him back to Jerusalem and to his 
kingdom.  Then Manasseh knew that the Lord is God.  

 
 
Psalm 75:6, 7 
 

No one from the east or the west 
or from the desert can exalt a man. 

But it is God who judges: 
He brings one down, he exalts another. 

 
 
Hebrews 10:31 
 

It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  
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v. 15 But let the stump and its roots, bound with iron and bronze, remain in 
the ground, in the grass of the field.  “‘Let him be drenched with the 
dew of heaven, and let him live with the animals among the plants of 
the earth. 

 
 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR is mentioned THIRTY-SEVEN TIMES in this study.   
 
 
We realize that the TOTAL FOCUS of the VISION OF THE “TREE” and all 
that happens to it is a PERSONAL MESSAGE TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR.   
It addresses the issue of his PERSONAL PRIDE. 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 15: 
 

But leave the stump and roots in the ground, 
belted with a strap of iron and bronze in the grassy meadow. 

 
Let him be soaked in heaven’s dew 

and take his meals with the animals that graze. 
p. 1588 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 However, the stump was not to be removed but secured with bands of 
iron and bronze.  The first part of the vision of the tree (vv. 10-12) probably 
would have caused Nebuchadnezzar no concern.  It may have even produced 
pride as he recognized himself in the tree as the one who provided bountifully 
for the subjects in his realm.  But this second part of the vision (vv. 13-15a), 
that the tree was to be cut down, must have greatly disturbed him. 
 The third part of the vision (vv. 15b-16) must have been even more 
terrifying—if Nebuchadnezzar recognized himself as represented by the 
tree—for sanity was to leave him and he would become demented, living 
among the animals.  He would have no more mental ability than an animal.  
This condition would continue for an extended period of time . . . 
p. 1342 
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In the first half of verse 15 the references are directly to the “tree”:   
 

“[THE] STUMP AND ITS ROOTS [ARE TO BE] BOUND WITH IRON 
AND BRONZE” and then it is to  
 
“REMAIN IN THE GROUND, IN THE GRASS OF THE FIELD.” 

 
 
But we have references directly to him, Nebuchadnezzar, TWO TIMES in the 
last part of verse 15: 
 
 1. “LET HIM BE DRENCHED WITH THE DEW OF HEAVEN”  

and 
 
 2. “LET HIM LIVE WITH THE ANIMALS AMONG THE PLANTS  

OF THE EARTH.” 
 
 
 
Phillips & Vines say: 
 
 Now note what struck terror into the heart of Nebuchadnezzar.   
The dream moved from the impersonal “it” (talking about the tree) to “his” 
(talking about Nebuchadnezzar).  Nebuchadnezzar received the stunning 
news that the tree represented him.  “Let his heart be changed from man’s, 
and let a beast’s heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over him” 
(that is, seven years).  The king understood that in some mysterious way God 
was speaking to his heart. 
p. 70 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
The stump is to be “bound with iron and bronze,” which means that a strong 
band or fence was to be placed around the stump of the tree in order to 
protect it from destruction.  Verses 23 and 26 demonstrate that this metal 
band is symbolic of the preservation of Nebuchadnezzar’s life and kingdom.22 
p. 133 
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I really do not believe BILL COSBY recognized what he was writing in his 
most recent book on aging: 
 
(I Am What I Ate … and I’m Frightened!!! And Other Digressions from the 

Doctor of Comedy by Bill Cosby) New York, NY: HarperCollins. 
Copyright – William H. Cosby Jr., 2003.  

 
The doctor just wants us to walk around with no hope at all.  Why, there are 
days when we live for pizza.  There are days that would have been 
unbearably boring had it not been for hot dogs with chili sauce.  There are 
days that would have been just a waste of a living person’s time had it not 
been for a hot fudge sundae.  Yet, here I am looking at this doctor from hell 
who is telling me I don’t need taste buds in order to live.  I might as well get a 
suit made from bull skin and stay out on the meadow.  Put it on and just stay 
out on the meadow, wandering around eating grass.  Blowing dirt off of four-
leaf clovers. 
p. 13 
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v. 16 Let his mind be changed from that of a man and let him be given the 
mind of an animal, till seven times pass by for him. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 16: 
 

Let him lose his mind 
and get an animal’s mind in exchange, 

And let this go on 
for seven seasons. 

p. 1588 
 
 
The QUESTION is: 
 

How is God going to deal with Nebuchadnezzar and this problem with 
his pride? 

 
 
The little words “HIM” and “HIS” occur FIVE TIMES in these TWO 
VERSES, verses 15 & 16: 
 
 1. “Let HIM be drenched with the dew of heaven,” 
 
 2. “let HIM live with the animals among the plants of the earth,” 
 
 3. “LET HIS MIND BE CHANGED FROM THAT OF A MAN,” 
 
 4. “LET HIM BE GIVEN THE MIND OF AN ANIMAL,” and 
 
 5. “TILL SEVEN TIMES PASS BY FOR HIM.” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The “seven times” were probably seven years because (a) seven days or 
months would have been inadequate for his hair to have grown to the length 
of feathers . . . 
p. 1342 
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I think it would be good for us to MEDITATE for just a moment upon Mark 5.  
We begin reading in verse 1: 
 
Mark 5:1-13 
 

And they came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the 
Gerasenes.  And when He had come out of the boat, immediately a 
man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him, and he had his 
dwelling among the tombs.  And no one was able to bind him anymore, 
even with a chain; because he had often been bound with shackles and 
chains, and the chains had been torn apart by him, and the shackles 
broken in pieces, and no one was strong enough to subdue him.  And 
constantly night and day, among the tombs and in the mountains, he 
was crying out and gashing himself with stones.  And seeing Jesus 
from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him; and crying out 
with a loud voice, he said, “What do I have to do with You, Jesus, Son 
of the Most High God?  I implore You by God, do not torment me!”  For 
He had been saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!”  
And He was asking him, “What is your name?”  And he said to Him, 
“My name is Legion; for we are many.”  And he began to entreat Him 
earnestly not to send them out of the country.  Now there was a big 
herd of swine feeding there on the mountain.  And the demons 
entreated Him, saying, “Send us into the swine so that we may enter 
them.”  And He gave them permission.  And coming out, the unclean 
spirits entered the swine; and the herd rushed down the steep bank 
into the sea, about two thousand of them; and they were drowned in 
the sea.   
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Let’s COUPLE THIS READING from Mark 5 with these verses at the end of  
Romans 1, picking up with verse 22: 
 
Romans 1:22-28 
 

Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of 
the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and 
of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.  Therefore 
God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their 
bodies might be dishonored among them.  For they exchanged the 
truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed forever.  Amen.  For this reason God 
gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the 
natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also 
the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in 
their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent 
acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.  
And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God 
gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not 
proper,  

 
 
 
Matthew Henry says: 
 
This is surely the saddest and sorest of all temporal judgments.  Those proud 
tyrants who set their heart as the heart of God . . . may justly be deprived of 
the heart of man, and have a beast’s heart given them. 
p. 1089 
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Feinberg makes this interesting observation from the book of Genesis: 
 
A great people and nation are promised to Ishmael.  Indeed, the peoples that 
have come from Ishmael are fruitful and populous. 
 A further word has spoken concerning this son: “‘And he will be a wild 
donkey of a man, his hand will be against everyone, and everyone’s hand will be 
against him; and he will live to the east of all his brothers’” (Genesis 16:12).  
This passage is full of light on Ishmael and contains certain important details.  
Ishmael as a wild donkey among men would be of unbridled and unrestrained 
nature.  His would be a rough and raw existence.  Just as the wild donkey 
makes his home in the desert (Job 39:5-8), so the sons of Ishmael have been 
known as the sons of the desert.  Furthermore, he would be at sword’s point 
with all men; and all men would be in conflict with him.  He would be a hostile 
and belligerent nation.  And he was to dwell east (see Genesis 25:18) of his 
brethren, where his stronghold has been ever since that time. 
p. 17 
 
 
 
Feinberg also says in his commentary on Daniel: 
 
This was the most severe part of Nebuchadnezzar’s sentence: the source of 
his pride, his reason, would be unseated.  He was to become like the beasts of 
the field, smitten with what is known as lycanthropy. 
 What depths are reached when man refuses to recognize his proper 
place before God!  This passage clearly teaches that when men abdicate their 
responsibility before God, they become deranged.  This condition that had 
been predicted for the king would last for “seven times,” or, as it is generally 
understood, seven years. 
p. 55 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
This individual would actually believe himself to be an animal, a 
psychological phenomenon known as lycanthropy.  “Lycanthropy” (lit., 
wolfman) originally referred to the delusion of believing oneself to be a 
wolflike creature (the primitive werewolf superstition was inspired by this 
malady) but today has come to be a general designation regardless of the type 
of animal involved. 
p. 134 
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Gangel says: 
 
 Indeed, all of a sudden the neuter pronouns turn masculine, and the 
tree becomes a man!  Of no dead stump would anyone ever say, let his mind 
be changed from that of a man and let him be given the mind of an animal, a 
statement surely calculated to increase the terror of this ancient king.  The 
word for mind describes the inner self, often called heart throughout the 
Bible.  It includes emotions and morality, the decisions of one’s will, and the 
way one behaves.  The intelligent and reasonable king, highly sophisticated 
for his time, would plunge into insanity and behave like an animal among the 
plants of the earth. 
p. 97 
 
 
 
(Lessons From the Heart: Learning to Trust God for True Peace, Fulfillment 

and Joy by Jack Graham) Chicago, IL: Moody Press. Copyright – Jack 
Graham, 2001.  

 
Fifteen college professors were once challenged to study all the books 

they could find on the subject of motivation and then summarize the books in 
one statement.  Here’s what these professors came up with: “What the mind 
attends to, it considers.  What the mind does not attend to, it dismisses.  
What the mind attends to continually, it believes.  What the mind believes, it 
eventually does.” 
p. 40 
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“Requiem for a Heavyweight”: The Need for Significance 
 
Requiem for a Heavyweight tells the story of a 37-year-old boxer forced to 
give up fighting due to head injuries suffered in the ring.  He must now find 
something else to do with his life. 
 
The boxer, Mountain Rivera (Anthony Quinn), is in an employment office 
with a female employment counselor.  His face shows the bruises and scars 
from 17 years in the ring.  His voice and manner are thick and slow, the 
result of taking too many punches.  He explains to the employment counselor 
that he left school after sixth grade, and professional fighting is the only job 
he has even known. 
 
“You’re a prize fighter,” the counselor says.  “It would be rather difficult to 
place you in any kind of related field.” 
 
Rivera responds, “Well, I need a job.  So anything you got is okay.  You know, 
uh, dishwashing, maybe a bouncer, or even a day laborer.” 
 
“But, we have to take into account past experience.” 
 
“What else am I supposed to know what to do besides fight?” Rivera asks.  
“That question there,” he points to the employment form.  “‘Why did you 
leave your last job?’  What am I supposed to write down?  The doctor said no 
more.  He looked into my eyes and said one or two more, and I might go blind.  
It’s just a bum break, that’s all.  You know, in 1952 they ranked me number 
five.  I’m not kidding you; they ranked me number five!  That was no easy 
year, either.  There was Marciano, Walcott, and Charleston around, but they 
had me up there number five . . . 
 
The counselor says, “Well, as long as we have your address written down 
here, we’ll contact you if anything comes up.” 
 
“Yeah, sure, sure, sure, Miss,” Rivera says as he heads for the door in 
resignation. 
 
“Mr. Rivera, right after the war I did a lot of work with disabled veterans.”  
She pauses.  “Well, I meant, I meant you’d be surprised at the different kinds 
of openings that come up for . . .” 
 
“You mean for cripples and guys like that?” 
 
“No, I didn’t mean just that.  I meant for, uh, for people who have special 
problems.” 
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“Miss, I got no special problem.  You know I’m a big ugly slob, and I look like 
a freak.  But I was almost the heavyweight champion of the world.  Why don’t 
you put that down on that paper someplace?  Mountain Rivera was no punk.  
Mountain Rivera was almost the heavyweight champion of the world.” 
 
Rivera opens the door and walks out. 
 

Elapsed time: 00:22:50 to 00:28:00 
 

Content: Not rated 
 

Citation: Requiem for a Heavyweight (Columbia Pictures, 1962)  
written by Rod Serling; submitted by Jerry De Luca, Montreal West, Quebec, Canada 

 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(Love Beyond Reason by John Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

Copyright – John Ortberg, 1998.  
 

Spirituality wrongly understood produces people who are smug, self-
righteous, unable to love, unable to feel.  It produces cold hearts, plastic 
masks, sad faces, inauthentic lives, and shriveled souls. 
p. 135 
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(Search My Heart, O God: 365 Appointments with God by Kay Arthur) 
Colorado Springs, CO: WaterBrook Press. Copyright – Kay Arthur, 
1999.  

 
Satan knows that if he can capture your mind, he can capture your 

body!  Be careful, my friend, about what you let into your mind. 
Either you will learn to take your thoughts captive or the deceiver will 

take you captive with your thoughts! 
Romans 12:2 tells us to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  

Your mind is all-important.  What is yours dwelling on! 
 

Lord God, I want to worship You fully—with all my heart, soul, 
strength, and mind.  I determine to guard my thoughts, discarding 
anything that might give Satan an opening to attack.  I choose to take 
my thoughts captive so I won’t become a slave to them. 

p. 342 
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v. 17 “‘The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the 
verdict, so that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign 
over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets 
over them the lowliest of men.’ 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 17: 
 

The angels announce this decree, 
the holy watchmen bring this sentence, 

So that everyone living will know 
that the High God rules human kingdoms. 

He arranges kingdom affairs however he wishes, 
and makes leaders out of losers. 

p. 1588 
 
 
Back in verse 13 there was a SINGLE: 
 

“messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven.” 
 
 
Now, here in verse 17, we read: 
 

“THE DECISION IS ANNOUNCED BY MESSENGERS [PLURAL], 
THE HOLY ONES [PLURAL] DECLARE THE VERDICT.” 

 
 
“THE DECISION” has been made by our Sovereign God and now  
“THE HOLY ONES,” the angels, are coming to “DECLARE THE VERDICT.” 
 
 
The PURPOSE in this “DECISION” and this “VERDICT” or the RESULT of 
it is given in the later part of verse 17.   
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This PURPOSE is THREE-FOLD: 
 
 1. “SO THAT THE LIVING MAY KNOW THAT THE MOST HIGH  

IS SOVEREIGN OVER THE KINGDOMS OF MEN,” 
 
 2. “HE GIVES THE KINGDOMS OF MEN . . . TO ANYONE HE  

WISHES,” and 
 
 3. “HE . . . SETS OVER THEM THE LOWLIEST OF MEN.”   

In other words, HIS CHOICE as far as leadership is concerned. 
 
 
The impact of this “DECISION” or this “VERDICT” can be seen in the 
following THREE STATEMENTS: 
 
 1. “GOD IS SOVEREIGN,” 
 
 2. “HE GIVES,” and 
 
 3. “HE . . . SETS OVER.” 
 
 
This experience in verse 17 reminds me of: 
 
Philippians 2:9-11 
 

Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 
name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the 
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
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Making reference to that final phrase in verse 17 that “HE . . . SETS OVER 
THEM THE LOWLIEST OF MEN” reminded me of Paul’s words in: 
 
1 Corinthians 1:26-29 
 

For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise 
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has 
chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has 
chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are 
strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God has 
chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that 
are, that no man should boast before God. 

  
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 Several messengers . . . announced the lesson to be learned through 
the vision: so that the living . . . This vision was designed to be a part of God’s 
revelation of Himself and His authority over Nebuchadnezzar who in pride 
had exalted himself above God. 
p. 1342 
 
 
Nebuchadnezzar took DRASTIC MEASURES in chapter 3 of our study to 
secure his POLITICAL and RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY. 
 
 
Daniel 3:1-6 
 

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and 
nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of 
Babylon.  He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, 
advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial 
officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up.  So the 
satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates 
and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the 
image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it.  
Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “This is what you are commanded 
to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: As soon as you 
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds 
of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King 
Nebuchadnezzar has set up.  Whoever does not fall down and worship 
will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 
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Showers says: 
 
 The “watcher” of the dream probably was an angel.4  The angel’s 
statement to the effect that God sets up the lowliest of men over the kingdom 
of men would have caught Nebuchadnezzar’s attention.  The word translated 
lowliest means humblest, and Nebuchadnezzar’s father, Nabopolassar, 
claimed to be of very humble origin.5 
p. 41 
 
 
 
Miller says: 
 
 Heaven’s decision to judge this man with insanity was made in order 
that all “the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over the 
kingdoms of men.”  Montgomery rightly calls this “one of the immortal 
sentences of the Hebrew Scriptures!”30  God gives these kingdoms “to anyone 
he wishes.”  As a further rebuke to Nebuchadnezzar’s pride and to that of all 
the kings of the earth, God points out that at times he even allows the 
lowliest of men” to reign. 
p. 135 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 

When things look bleak and life seems hopeless, God is in control of his 
world. 
p. 98 
 
 
 
Gangel says further: 
 
 We have already observed that if we had to select a key verse for the 
Book of Daniel, we could probably do no better than 4:17.  The central 
message of the book (apart from its distinctive prophecies) focuses right here, 
and it comes from the mouth of Nebuchadnezzar, relating the message of the 
angel who declared the destruction of the tree.  But now we learn that this 
decision comes from multiple messengers, the holy ones declare the verdict. 
p. 98 
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(Growing Slowly Wise: Building a Faith that Works by David Roper) Grand 
Rapids, MI: Discovery House. Copyright – David Roper, 2000.  

 
Careless seems the Great Avenger; 
History’s pages but record 
One death-grapple in the darkness 
‘Twixt old systems and the Word. 
Truth forever on the scaffold, 
Wrong forever on the throne. 
But that scaffold sways the future, 
And behind the dim unknown 
Standeth God within the shadows 
Keeping watch upon His own. 

p. 157 
 
 
 
(Praise in the Presence of God by Jack Hayford) Nashville, TN: J. 

Countryman / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Jack Hayford, 2003.  
 

GOD’S WAY OR MINE? 
Find out what pleases the Lord. 

EPHESIANS 5:10, NIV 
 

Sooner or later we need to come to terms with this dilemma: God’s 
ways . . . or mine?  Wisdom recommends we learn to align ourselves with 
God’s thoughts and ways.  It is crucial not only to our growth as believers, 
but to or fulfillment as the Father’s children.  I need to teach myself to say, 
“Yes, this seems like a good and sensible course of action on the surface . . . 
but what does the Father have to say?  What is His mind on this thing?” 

His word of promise, His law of wisdom, and his Spirit’s prompting 
within—when allowed reign over and above my mind—have a way of nudging 
me beyond the limits of human “sense” toward the horizons of holy “hope.” 

A New Time and Place 
p. 34 
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Focus Life’s Energy 
 
“No steam or gas drives anything until it is confined.  No life ever grows great 
until it is focused, dedicated, disciplined.” 
 

Citation: Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969) 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 

Pioneers’ Self-Reliance Led to Isolation 
 
The Europeans who came to settle North America found it vast and 
unexplored.  “Self-reliant” was the watchword, and the scout, the mountain 
man or pioneer, with his axe and rifle over his shoulder, became the national 
hero. 
 
In the early days the government gave away quarter sections of land to 
anyone who would homestead, in order to encourage settlement.  People 
flocked west from crowded cities and villages to have their own land at last.  
Before they could farm the land they had chosen, their first job was to build a 
sod hut to live in, and most families built them right smack-dab in the middle 
of their quarter section.  The reason was obvious.  People who had never 
owned land before had a new sense of pride and ownership.  They wanted to 
feel that everything they saw belonged to them. 
 
But that custom changed quickly.  This chosen isolation did strange things to 
people.  Occasionally, photographers went out to record life on the frontier 
and returned with photographs of weird men, wild-eyed women, and 
haunted-looking children.  Before long most of these families learned to move 
their houses to one corner of their property to live in proximity with three 
other families who also lived on the corners of their property.  Four families 
living together, sharing life and death, joy and sorrow, abundance and want, 
had a good chance of making it. 

 
Citation: Chuck Swindoll, Dropping Your Guard (Word Books, 1983), p. 23;  
quoting Bruce Larson, There’s a Lot More to Health Than Not Being Sick;  

submitted by Darin Reimer, Victoria, British Columbia 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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C. S. Lewis on God’s Will 
 
“There are two kinds of people: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and 
those to whom God says, ‘All right, then, have it your way.’” 
 
—C. S. Lewis (1898-1963) 

 
Citation: Ted De Hass, Bedford, Iowa 

 
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(When Life and Beliefs Collide by Carolyn Custis James) Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. Copyright – Carolyn C. James, 2001.  
 

First, our lives are purposeful.  We are not being flung about by chaos 
or chance.  God’s good purposes are in place for each of us, moving forward 
exactly as he has planned.  His parental hand is mightily at work behind the 
scenes at all times and in every detail.  Every second counts.  He never loses 
interest or takes his eyes off us for a moment.  Each experience and situation 
serves his good purposes for us.  He wants us to know him and to be close to 
him.  He is steadily restoring his image in us so that we will be able to enjoy 
him fully and reflect his likeness in our world. 
p. 77 
 
 
 
(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL: 

Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.  
 

You don’t want to surrender to God’s control?  You won’t bow to His 
will in relation to your marriage, your morals, your attitudes, your tongue, 
your eating habits, your spending habits, or the way you spend your time?  
Then count on it—the very points on which you refuse to surrender will 
become “enemies” that rule over you—lust, greed, possessions, food, sloth, 
immorality, anger, etc. 
p. 43 
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(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space Shuttle Columbia 
Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn Husband with Donna VanLiere) 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Evelyn Husband, 2003.  

 
At 10:36 A.M. EST, Launch Director Mike Leinbach instructed the 

crew to close and lock their helmet visors.  “If there ever was a time to use 
the phrase ‘good things come to people who wait,’” Mike said, “this is the one 
time.  From the many, many people who put this mission together, good luck 
and Godspeed.” 

“We appreciate it, Mike,” Rick said from the flight deck.  “The Lord has 
blessed us with a beautiful day here, and we’re going to have a great mission.  
We’re ready to go.” 

Many people have commented on the words Rick said that morning.  
Newspapers and magazines printed them in a positive way, reflecting the 
crew’s excitement for the mission, but there was more than just excitement in 
Rick’s words. 

Steve Green was at Kennedy Space Center and heard the 
communication between Mission Control and the shuttle.  “I thought given 
the stress, the danger, the responsibility . . . would I have said that?  I don’t 
know if I would have,” Steve says.  “I don’t know if I would have had the 
presence of mind to very purposely say, ‘The Lord has blessed us with a 
beautiful day here,’ but Rick did.  In saying that, he was acknowledging that 
what was about to happen wasn’t occurring by happenstance.  It was a gift 
from God.” 
p. 151 
 
 
 
(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL: 

Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.  
 

Lee’s surrender paved the way for peace to be restored to a war-torn 
nation.  In the spiritual realm, there can be no peace with God, nor can there 
be peace in our hearts, apart from unconditional surrender.  Refusing to 
surrender merely compounds our losses; delayed surrender only prolongs the 
conflict. 
p. 52 
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(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL: 
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.  

 
The person who has never acknowledged Christ’s right to rule over his 

life has no basis for assurance of salvation.  He may claim to be a Christian; 
he may have walked an aisle or prayed the sinner’s prayer; he may know how 
to speak “Christianese”; he may be heavily involved in Christian activities; 
but if he thinks he can have a relationship with God by retaining control over 
his life and somehow trying to fit Jesus in with everything else, he is deceived 
and is still at war with God. 

Sadly, for the past 150 years or more, evangelicalism has developed a 
theology that offers assurance of salvation to almost anyone who prays a 
prayer or “make a decision for Christ,” even though he may still be clinging to 
his rights, holding on to his sin, and bent on running his own life.  The 
Scripture does not recognize such a profession as genuine. 
p. 54 
 
 

The terms of our surrender to the Lord Jesus are non-negotiable and 
unconditional.  What does He ask us to surrender?  In a word, everything.  
Christian surrender means that we come to Him on His terms, as the 
conquering General of our soul, and say simply, “I surrender all.”  We lay 
down our arms, we hand over everything we have, everything we are, 
everything we hope to be. 
p. 55 
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v. 18 “This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had.  Now, 
Belteshazzar, tell me what it means, for none of the wise men in my 
kingdom can interpret it for me.  But you can, because the spirit of the 
holy gods is in you.” 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 18: 
 

“‘This is what I, King Nebuchadnezzar, dreamed.  It’s your turn, 
Belteshazzar—interpret it for me.  None of the wise men of Babylon 
could make heads or tails of it, but I’m sure you can do it.  You’re full of 
the divine Holy Spirit.’” 

pp. 1588-9 
 
 
Here in our FINAL VERSE of this study, Nebuchadnezzar now turns his 
ATTENTION TOWARD DANIEL and says: 
 
 “NOW, BELTESHAZZAR, TELL ME WHAT IT MEANS.” 
 
 
The REASON that he is asking him to tell him “WHAT IT MEANS” is given 
in the remaining part of the verse.  It is TWO-FOLD: 
 
 1. “NONE OF THE WISE MEN IN MY KINGDOM CAN  

INTERPRET IT FOR ME.”  
 
 
In CONTRAST: 
 
 2. “BUT YOU CAN, BECAUSE THE SPIRIT OF THE HOLY  

GODS IS IN YOU.” 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
LESSON #1:  The “Most High God” is fully capable of accomplishing His 

purpose and plan for our world and for us individually. 
 
 
LESSON #2:  “How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders!” (verse 3). 
 
 
LESSON #3:  “His kingdom is an eternal kingdom: his dominion endures 

from generation to generation” (verse 3). 
 
 
LESSON #4:  Nebuchadnezzar has a pride problem in that everything about 

him is focused on himself. 
 
 
LESSON #5:  Once again we are witnesses to the fact that human beings are 

totally limited when it comes to interpreting God’s dreams and 
messages without God or His Spirit guiding them. 

 
 
LESSON #6:  Daniel is one whom Nebuchadnezzar says “the spirit of the holy 

gods is in him” (verse 8). 
 
 
LESSON #7:  Prosperity can lead to a greater pride when the focus is upon 

our personal achievements. 
 
 
LESSON #8:  “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” 

(Hebrews 10:31). 
 
 
LESSON #9:  The reason for the decision and the verdict, from a divine 

perspective, is “so that the living may know that the Most High is 
sovereign over the kingdoms of men” (verse 17). 

 
 
LESSON #10:  “The Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and 

[He] gives them to anyone he wishes and [He] sets over them the 
lowliest of men” (verse 17). 

 
 
LESSON #11:  God is the judge and He puts down one and sets up another. 
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Blair says: 
 
 In the spiritual realm there are millions like him in our present day.  
God has been gracious to them.  Repeatedly He has pled with them, “Come 
unto Me, all ye that Labour and are heavy leaden, and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28).  Rather than turn to the Lord, they continue on in their 
daily pursuits, ignoring the claims of the eternal God.  Failing to repent, they 
live on in sin without experiencing the joy of conversion. 
p. 77 
 
 
 
Gangel says: 
 
 My friend Les Flynn tells great stories, and this one requires no 
editing or paraphrasing: it can speak to us just the way he wrote it. 
 

 One night a man was speeding down a highway when he fell asleep 
at the wheel.  Soon his glassy stare was fixed on the centerline.  For a 
while he held the steering wheel like a robot racing through the June, 
moonlit night. 
 Suddenly a sharp pain in his chest jolted him awake.  It was just in 
time, for looming out of the darkness were two headlights, and he as on 
the wrong side of the road, heading right toward them.  He jerked his 
steering wheel to the right.  He almost lost control of his car. A huge 
truck zoomed by, missing him by inches.  He pulled off the pavement, 
limp. 
 After regaining his calm, he opened the door to get out.  As he 
stood up, an object fell from his lap to the ground.  He stooped to pick up 
the still form of a little bird!  As he held the small brown form in his 
hand, he remembered the pain which had struck his chest and aroused 
him just in time to avoid the accident.  A sparrow had somehow made a 
flight in the night, which sparrows seldom do, and had darted into the 
open window of the speeding automobile, striking him in the chest with 
sufficient force to awaken him.  It was the split-second timing of 
Providence.  It was God’s sparrow and the man knew it.  Just then the 
bird fluttered into consciousness and flew into the night (Flynn, p. 192). 

 
 Nebuchadnezzar the Great was cruising on a collision course with hell.  
With the exception of a few carelessly uttered religious aphorisms, his entire life 
had been devoted to pillaging, looting, murdering, punishing, kidnapping, and 
pride.  But now he saw God’s tree, and more importantly, God’s angel sent to 
wake him up and, after suitable punishment, restore him to world leadership. 
p. 101 
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David Jeremiah says: 
 
My friend, if you do not know this One about whom we speak, this voice 
above all voices, the most important thing for you to do is to enter into a 
personal relationship with Him.  It is not enough to go to church.  If I thought 
all we needed to do to get to heaven was to go to church, I would grab people 
and throw them in the door of the church just as fast as I could, and once I 
got them in, I would say, “That’s another one!” 
 But the real issue involves something quite different from that.  The 
real issue is not singing hymns or doing volunteer work; it isn’t even knowing 
the Bible.  It is knowing Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the One who said, “I have 
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly” 
(John 10:10). 
 Jesus gave His life for you, and if you will give Him your trust, not only 
will He give you today, He will give you the future.  You can walk into that 
future with His hand in yours, brimming with confidence and without fear, 
knowing that He is your refuge and your strength. 
 “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom,” He said in Luke 12:32.  His promise still stands.  And 
remember: Jesus’ promises have a way of coming true! 
p. 19 
 
 
 
Charlie Dyer in The Road to Armageddon offers a great prayer at the 
conclusion of his study: 
 

Father, my prayer tonight is that it would be well 
with each one’s soul.  Lord, if there are any who 
don’t know Jesus as their Savior, please prompt 
them to make that decision now.  And for those who 
do know your Son but who are struggling with pain 
and anguish and heartache, help them to be 
comforted and encouraged. Keep them focused on 
the promise that you could come at any time so that 
we can all say, “It is well with my soul.”  We pray in 
Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

p. 144 
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GROWING IN OLD AGE 
 

We have a gnarled, ancient plum tree in our backyard that has seen 
better days.  Its bark is dark and creased with age, its limbs are sparse and 
spindly, and it leans about 45 degrees to the west.  Two years ago I had to cut 
off some branches on one side and the tree lost its symmetry.  

I thought we had lost it for sure several winters ago when we had a 
stretch of sub-zero weather.  The man who sprays our trees said he believed 
it was dead.  Yet it came to life that spring and continues to do so every year.  

Each April that old tree shrugs off the winter and puts out blossoms—
fragrant pink flowers that grow profusely and beautify our yard.  As I write 
this article, I can smell its sweetness in the air.  

That plum tree endures because it has roots that tap deep into the soil.  
It draws its strength and nourishment from hidden subterranean sources.  

And so it is with us. Our ability to endure—no, to flourish—is 
dependent on our being rooted in Christ.  Those who read His Word, reflect 
on it, and pray it into their lives bring forth the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:22-23), even into old age.  As Psalm 92:14 says, “They shall be fresh and 
flourishing.” —David Roper  

Our faltering steps and ebbing strength 
Reveal life as a fading page; 

Yet holding firm to Christ in faith 
Keeps hope alive at any age. —D. De Haan 

Better than counting your years is making all your years count. 
 
(From Our Daily Bread, Wednesday, June 16, 2004) 
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(Diamonds in the Dust: 366 Sparkling Devotions by Joni Eareckson Tada) 
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – Joni Eareckson Tada, 1993.  

 
“The ox knows his master, the donkey his owner’s manger, but Israel 
does not know, my people do not understand.” 

—Isaiah 1:3 
 

When I was growing up on a farm in the hills of Maryland, God used 
horses to teach me a few of life’s lessons.  Such as, my sister’s two horses, 
Shotgun, and his best buddy, Reds.  The goal in life for Reds was to weasel 
his way through the pasture fence, while Shotgun was content to remain 
behind. 

Reds would find a way almost every night to escape through the fence.  
After a late-night phone call from the farm over the hill, my sister would 
have to climb out of bed and hunt down her horse with a flashlight—usually 
finding Reds standing placidly on the yellow line of our country road, 
munching weeds and being target practice for oncoming cars.  She’d lead him 
back, always finding Shotgun in the pasture, whinnying and waiting for his 
buddy to come home. 

I’ve been like Reds.  For the longest time I was restless, looking for 
life’s loopholes to crawl through.  But for what?  Greener pastures?  No, life’s 
weeds.  Shotgun knew his place behind the barriers.  Unfortunately, Reds 
was relieved of his pasture privileges to spend his nights in the barn.  If I 
wanted to be safe, I knew I had better learn a lesson from those horses! 
 

Despite having an owner and master, the fact remains that we are not 
always content with God’s control, or satisfied with His provisions.  We 
sneak beyond the limits He has set for us.  God has given us 
boundaries in our marriage, our friendships, and in our knowledge of 
evil.  There are even borders for your desires and lines for your 
emotions.  Stay within the boundaries God has placed around you. 
 
Father, forgive me when I search all along the fence line of my 
thoughts for an escape.  I want to stay behind Your fence of protection! 

(September 10) 
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(Traveling Light: Releasing the Burdens You Were Never Intended to Bear, 
The Promise of Psalm 23 by Max Lucado) Nashville, TN: W Publishing 
Group / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Max Lucado, 2001.  

 
Not only did Jesus prevent wounds, he healed them.  He touched the 

eyes of the blind man.  He touched the disease of the leper.  He touched the 
body of the dead girl.  Jesus tends to his sheep.  He touched the searching 
heart of Nicodemus.  He touched the open heart of Zacchaeus.  He touched 
the broken heart of Mary Magdalene.  He touched the confused heart of 
Cleopas.  And he touched the stubborn heart of Paul and the repentant heart 
of Peter.  Jesus tends to his sheep.  And he will tend to you.  
p. 129 
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(Be Quoted: From A to Z with Warren W. Wiersbe edited by James R. Adair) 
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books. Copyright – Warren W. Wiersbe, 
2000.  

 
Mind 
 

When God controls the mind, Satan cannot lead the believer astray. 
SS-58 

 
1. Surrender your mind to the Lord at the beginning of each day. 
2. Let the Holy Spirit renew your mind through the Word. 
3. As you pray, ask God to give you that day a single mind, a submissive 

mind, a spiritual mind, a secure mind. 
4. During the day, “mind your mind!”  If you find yourself losing your 

inner peace and joy, stop and take inventory. 
5. Guard the gates of your mind.  Remember Paul’s admonition in 

Philippians 4:8: “Whatsoever things are true . . .  honest . . . just . . . 
pure . . . lovely . . . of good report . . . think on these things.” 

6. Remember that your joy is not meant to be a selfish thing; it is God’s 
way of glorifying Christ and helping others through you.  Jesus first, 
Others second, Yourself last; and the result is JOY. 

SS-99-100 
 

Satan knows the tremendous power of your mind, and he tries to 
capture it for himself. 

AAA-19 
pp. 112-13 
 
 
 
(Waking the Dead: The Glory of a Heart Fully Alive by John Eldredge) 

Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – John Eldredge, 2003.  
 

Jesus, I invite you into this broken place within me (this wound, 
this memory).  I give you total access to my heart.  Come, Lord, shine 
your light here.  Reveal to me all that is going on here.  What is this 
about, Jesus?  Come and show me, meet me here, in this place. 

p. 142 
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Pat Tillman Was Not Religious 
 
Former NFL player Pat Tillman who after 9/11 had volunteered for the Army 
Rangers and recently was killed in action in Afghanistan, was eulogized by 
friends, family and the famous at a memorial service in his hometown of San 
Jose, California.  His brother, Richard, stood before the gathering in a white 
T-shirt and jeans and made a shocking admission: “It was amazing to be his 
baby brother,” he said, voice shaking.  “He was a champion.  And Pat was not 
religious, so he’s not with God, he’s just (expletive) dead.” 
 
Citation: Marco R. della Cava, “Few of Us Will Ever Live a Better Life,” USA Today (5-4-04);  

submitted by Dale Yancy, Londonderry, New Hampshire 
 

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
 
 
 
(The Journey Home: Finishing with Joy by Bill Bright, Afterward by Vonette 

Zachary Bright) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Bill 
Bright, 2003.  

 
This entire home stretch is a joy for me to be able to intercede, write, 

and record as He inspires me.  It is the fulfillment of a lifelong goal to have 
this time, which I must admit I might not have set aside had not our 
sovereign God allowed doctors to order me to slow down.  There is great joy in 
this perspective on the temporary illness God has allowed until He calls me 
to His next assignment. 
p. 129 
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(Get Over It and On With It! by Michelle McKinney Hammond) Colorado 
Springs, Colorado: WaterBrook. Copyright –  Michelle McKinney 
Hammond, 2002.  

 
When you thought you were in control, did things go any better?  I can tell 
you the answer:  No.  True, the problem with leaving everything up to God is 
that nothing is in your control.  And yet, when we finally come to the end of 
ourselves and let go, He surprises us with joy.  He surprises us with things 
better than our eyes have ever seen, our ears have ever heard, or our hearts 
have ever imagined.  God’s imagination is incredible.  The most amazing 
thing is that He knows what we want and need even better than we do.  And 
when we least expect it, He comes bearing an unbelievable package filled 
with all our heartfelt desires and dreams come true. 
p. 134 
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Ballplayer Todd Walker on Humility 
 
Chicago Cubs second baseman Todd Walker has learned he doesn’t need to be 
a star player in order to make a difference.  After six seasons of starting for 
mediocre teams, Walker helped Boston reach the post season in 2003, setting 
a Red Sox single-season record with five home runs in the AL playoffs. 
 
When the Red Sox released the 6 foot tall, 180 pound ballplayer for a less-
expensive fielder, the Chicago Cubs offered him a position as backup to 
second baseman Mark Grudzielanek. 
 
Even though Todd would rather be starting at second base than playing 
second fiddle in the dugout, as a follower of Jesus Christ, he has learned not 
to try and call all the shots himself. 
 
Todd says, “The only time I really perform well is when I’m the most humble.  
When I start feeling like I’m better than I probably am, that’s when things 
start to slip.”  
 
As the 2004 season began, Grudzielanek tore his right Achilles’ tendon.  It 
was the back-up second baseman, determined to be content in the dugout 
that manager Dusty Baker placed in the lineup everyday. 
 
Walker says, “My faith in Jesus Christ has played a huge role in my life from 
day one.  Sometimes I’ve drawn upon his strength, and sometimes I’ve tried 
to just figure things out for myself.  When I’ve been closest in my relationship 
with Christ and when I’ve drawn on his strength is when I’ve been the most 
powerful person.” 
 

Citation: Greg Asimakoupoulos; source: David Westerfield, Sports Spectrum,  
May 1999, Vol. 13, No. 4, p. 8, Associated Press (5-8-04) 

 
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL: 
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.  

 
I have been before God, 
and have given myself, 
all that I am and have, 

to God; so that I am not, 
in any respect, my own. . . . 

I have given myself clear away, 
and have not retained 
any thing as my own. 

JONATHAN EDWARDS1 
 
1.  The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Volume 1, “Memoirs of Jonathan Edwards: Chapter IV: 

His Diary” (Carlisle, Pa.: Banner of Truth Trust, 1976), xxv. 
p. 47 
 
 
God says instead, “Here’s a blank piece of paper.  I want you to sign your 
name on the bottom line, hand it back to Me, and let Me fill in the details.  
Why?  Because I am God; because I have bought you; because I am 
trustworthy; because you know how much I love you; because you live for My 
glory and not your own independent, self-promoting pleasure.” 

Signing that blank paper is risky . . . if God dies or if He ever falls off 
His throne or if He is not, in fact, trustworthy.  But the reality is that we 
have nothing to lose by signing the blank contract.  Oh, we may lose some 
things that the world considers valuable or essential.  But in the eternal 
scheme of things, we cannot lose, because He is a God who can be completely 
trusted.  If we will let Him, God will fill in the details of our lives with His 
incomparable wisdom and sovereign plan, written in the indelible ink of His 
covenant faithfulness and love. 
p. 60 
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(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space Shuttle Columbia 
Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn Husband with Donna VanLiere) 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Evelyn Husband, 2003.  

 
Laura sat for the longest time, but then she took the calendar off her 

wall.  She started writing on February 1 and wrote to the bottom of the 
calendar.  She wrote, 

 
My dad dies as the best dad in the whole world!  I love him so much 
and I will see him in heaven.  He died as a hero and he loved my family 
sooo much.  He loved Jesus and he led me to Christ.  He loves Jesus 
with all his heart and said and did everything he could to get us to love 
Jesus as much as he did and still does.  I love you, Daddy!  Love, from 
your biggest fan and daughter, Laura. 

Bd, dd, pd, tt [this was code that Laura and Rick had between 
each other.] 
 
P.S. My goal will try to be like you and do everything you taught me 
and witness.  I love you!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

p. 181 
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