PART II
SESSION #8: Daniel 4:19-37
TEXT:
v. 19 Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time,
and his thoughts terrified him. So the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the
dream or its meaning alarm you.” Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only
the dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your adversaries!
v. 20 The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its top touching
the sky, visible to the whole earth,
v. 21 with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, providing food for all, giving
shelter to the beasts of the field, and having nesting places in its branches for
the birds of the air—
v. 22 you, O king, are that tree! You have become great and strong; your
greatness has grown until it reaches the sky, and your dominion extends to
distant parts of the earth.
v. 23 “You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven
and saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump, bound
with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its roots remain in the
ground. Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven; let him live like the
wild animals, until seven times pass by for him.’
v. 24 “This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High
has issued against my lord the king:
v. 25 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals;
you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven
times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is
sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.
v. 26 The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that
your kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven
rules.
v. 27 Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins
by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed.
It may be that then your prosperity will continue.”
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A Practical Study of DANIEL

v. 28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar.
v. 29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal
palace of Babylon,
v. 30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal
residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”
v. 31 The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, “This is
what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been
taken from you.
v. 32 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals;
you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until you
acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and
gives them to anyone he wishes.”
v. 33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled.
He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle. His body was
drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an
eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.
v. 34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward
heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I
honored and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an eternal
dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation.
v. 35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he
pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can
hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?”
v. 36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor
were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles
sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater
than before.
v. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of
heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And
those who walk in pride he is able to humble.
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INTRODUCTION:

Choosing Convenience
In her column, Ann Landers recently passed along a joke she credited to
Curmudgeon’s Corner. It goes like this:
Emily Sue was going into labor, and her husband, Bubba, called 911.
The operator told Bubba she would send someone out right away.
“Where do you live?” asked the operator.
Bubba replied, “Eucalyptus Drive.”
The operator asked, “Can you spell that for me?”
There was a pause, and then Bubba said, “How about I take her over to
Oak Street, and you pick her up there?”
Citation: Monterey County Herald (2-21-01), quoted in Freshministry e-letter
(March 2001); submitted by John Wilson

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

(14,000 Quips and Quotes: A Collection of Motivational Thoughts and
Humorous One-Liners Categorized for Ease of Use by E. C. McKenzie)
Peabody, MA: Hendrikson Publishers, Inc. Copyright – Baker Book
House Co., 1980.
Never in the history of America have so few loused up so much for so many.
According to recent reports, America produces 92 percent of the world’s
natural gas—not counting the speeches of our senators and congressmen.
p. 399
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(I Am What I Ate … and I’m Frightened!!! And Other Digressions from the
Doctor of Comedy by Bill Cosby) New York, NY: HarperCollins.
Copyright – William H. Cosby Jr., 2003.
And what about all the taxes being put on the poor cigarette smoker.
Seven dollars a pack? That’s a great deal of money. If the price of a pack of
cigarettes gets any higher, smokers won’t have any money left over for their
chemotherapy.
p. 130

(Cosbyology: Essays and Observations from the Doctor of Comedy by Bill
Cosby) New York, NY: Hyperion. Copyright – William H. Cosby, Jr.,
2001.
You know those dogs with the mushed faces and the wrinkles all
around them? My father told me if I ever did something to him again—like
embarrass him in public, because I yelled at him in public once—he would
make me look like one of those dogs. And I remember my mother saying she
would knock me into the middle of next week. And there were times when I
really wanted to go there because that would give me at least four days away
from them. I figured I could wait for them on a Wednesday until they showed
up. But I didn’t know how many times it would take her to hit me before I
got knocked into Wednesday, so I never gambled on it.
The point is, these people were not fooling.
p. 33
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(When the Cowboys Come to Town (tape) by Stephen Bly) Winchester, Idaho:
Bly Books. Copyright – Stephen Bly, 2003.
Grandpa & Me
My grandpa’s buyin’ horses
for me to have some fun
I know they’ll all be pretty
and really want to run.
Horses are quite tall you know,
and very, very strong.
And sometimes they are naughty
doing things they know are wrong.
Horses can get scared at times
and want to go and hide.
They may look big and brave to you
but they are fraidy-cats inside.
I’ll name my horse Edison
and feed him oats and hay
And braid pretty ribbons in his mane
and ride him out to play.
Sometimes we’ll gallop in the wind
sometimes we’ll walk real slow.
We’ll ride out on those sunny days
we’ll ride out in the snow.

(Side 2, #35)

I’ll look after him when he’s in trouble
he’ll do the same you see.
‘Cause horses can be pals you know
just like my Grandpa and me.
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(Cowboy Slang: Colorful Cowboy Sayings! by Edgar R. “Frosty” Potter)
Phoenix, AZ: Golden West Publishers. Copyright - Edgar R. Potter,
1994.
Nervous

• Nervous as a prostitute in church.
• Nervous as a long-tailed cat under a rocking chair.
p. 52

Old Timers

• So bowlegged he can’t even change his socks.
p. 53

On the Dodge
From the Law

• His name didn’t ‘zactly tally with the Bible.
• He came a whippin’ a mighty tired hoss out of Texas.
p. 55

Proud

• Struttin’ like a turkey gobbler in a hen pen.
p. 57

Rustling

•

He’d steal acorns from a blind sow an’ then kick her for
squealin’.
p. 61
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(Verse or Worse by Noble W. Ogle) McKinney, TX: Unknown. Copyright –
Noble W. Ogle, 2002.
Starved

p. 71

Recently my wife went on a diet—
it’s more serious than it sounds.
She hasn’t accomplished one darn thing,
but I’ve lost twenty pounds!

Grunt and Groan

p. 74

If arthritis had been an event
As the Olympic story is told
No one else would have had a chance
For I would be wearing the gold!

(Plant a Geranium in Your Cranium: Sprouting Seeds of Joy in the Manure of
Life by Barbara Johnson) Nashville, TN: W Publishing Group.
Copyright – Barbara Johnson, 2002.

p. 11

My body is all messed up:
My nose runs, and my feet smell!

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

7

A friend sent me a cartoon the other day with Moses standing on top of a
mountain with his staff. He is talking to the Lord saying:

“The manna is okay, but we were
sort of hoping for bagels.”

from The Joyful Noiseletter
© Harley L. Schwadron
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The Lord makes it very clear in the Scriptures that HE HATES PRIDE.
Proverbs 6:16-19
There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to him:
haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart
that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a
false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension
among brothers.
1 Peter 5:5, 6
You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you,
clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed
to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Humble yourselves,
therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the
proper time,
James 4:6
But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

(The Life You’ve Always Wanted by John Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan. Copyright – John Ortberg, 1997, 2002.
We are all trapped, as Eugene Peterson put it, on an “I-land,” where we know
neither ourselves nor God and are looking for a message that help is on the
way.
p. 192
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Stortz says:
God hates pride. The decree of God found in these verses is repeated for all of
us three times in Scripture — Proverbs 3:34, James 4:6, and 1 Peter 5:5. It is
repeated three times for emphasis: “God opposes the proud but gives grace to
the humble.” He will smash our pride on this earth as he did with
Nebuchadnezzar, or he will smash it in eternity as he did with the proud,
wealthy man of Luke 16.
But God is also incredibly patient. He warns us of his judgment, so
that we have time to repent and turn to him. Romans 2:4 says, “Do you show
contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing
that God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?” And 1 Peter 5:6 says,
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift
you up in due time.” As pride comes before the fall, so humiliation comes
before exaltation.
p. 66

Boice says:
The next part of the story is about Nebuchadnezzar’s punishment, and
it is significant. It is not a case of God merely going down a list of the various
punishments available and saying, “Let’s see now . . . Nebuchadnezzar.
Eeny, meeny, miney, moe—let’s take this one: insanity.” God does not
operate that way. Everything God does is significant. So when God caused
Nebuchadnezzar to be lowered from the pinnacle of pride to the baseness of
insanity and to be associated with the beasts and behave like a beast, God
was saying by that punishment that this is the result when men give the
glory of God to themselves. They become beastlike. In fact, they become
even worse than beasts. Because beasts, when they are beastlike, are at least
behaving the way beasts should behave. But we, when we become beastlike,
behave not only like beasts, which is below where we should behave and is
therefore bad enough, but even worse than beasts.
p. 52
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Wiersbe says:
It was not easy for Daniel to give the king the message of the dream.
Nebuchadnezzar had a short temper, and he might have ordered Daniel to be
killed. Nathan had a similar situation when he had to confront David with
his sins (2 Sam. 12). But when your ways please the Lord, you do not worry
about your enemies (Prov. 16:7).
God gave the king a year’s opportunity for repentance (v. 29), but he
continued in his sins. Then God humbled him. The king learned his lesson,
and when he was restored, he gave glory to God.
No matter what position we have in life, God gave it to us, and He is
sovereign. When man tries to take the place of God, he becomes like a beast.
God still resists the proud but gives grace to the humble (Prov. 3:34).
p. 562

Longman says:
THE CHAPTER UP to this point has been a first-person testimony of the
king. The narrative has the ring of a royal inscription, but now the firstperson address is displaced by a third-person narrator, who describes the
interpretation and the fulfillment of the dream.
p. 120

Gangel summarizes the remainder of chapter 4 with these words:

This is our Father’s world. Nothing and no one can thwart or alter his
schedule of events. Nebuchadnezzar had it exactly right: God does as he
pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.
p. 108
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Gangel says further:
Alfred Joyce Kilmer was born in New Brunswick, New Jersey, in 1886.
He served on the staff of the New Standard Dictionary as well as various
other periodicals and was killed in France during World War I. He wrote
many poems and published three different collections. Trees appeared in
1914, and its lyric flow won instant popularity.
I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is pressed
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray.

p. 109

A tree that may in Summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

He says finally:
Daniel 4 tells us about Nebuchadnezzar, God’s tree in Babylon.
The great king had used thousands of trees, for construction and cosmetic
decoration of his grand city, but now he would live like one—out in the field,
intimately living with rain. Only God can make a tree, and only God can
make a king. Nebuchadnezzar did not yet know this truth, but in seven
years it would be clear to him.
p. 109
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v. 19 Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time,
and his thoughts terrified him. So the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not
let the dream or its meaning alarm you.” Belteshazzar answered, “My
lord, if only the dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your
adversaries!

Peterson paraphrases verse 19:
At first Daniel, who had been renamed Belteshazzar in Babylon, was
upset. The thoughts that came swarming into his mind terrified him.
“Belteshazzar,” the king said, “stay calm. Don’t let the dream
and its interpretation scare you.”
“My master,” said Belteshazzar, “I wish this dream were about
your enemies and its interpretation for your foes.
p. 1589
We see DANIEL’S RESPONSE in verse 19 characterized in TWO WORDS.
He is:
1.

“PERPLEXED” and

2.

“TERRIFIED.”

I think Daniel definitely has these feelings because he sees God at work in all
of this.
The king says it is no big deal. “Nothing has happened that I’ve not been
able to handle.”
The words “SO THE KING SAID” gives us his RESPONSE to Daniels’:
ALARM and
CONCERN.
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To SUM IT UP he would just say:
“LAY IT ON ME AND THEN GET OVER IT!”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 19-27 as follows:
THE VISION INTERPRETED (4:19-27)
p. 1342

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says this about verse 19:
Whereas Daniel had had no reticence about interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s
first dream to him . . . he now was reluctant to interpret this second dream.
The first dream exalted Nebuchadnezzar; he was the head of gold . . . But this
second dream debased him. When the king saw Daniel’s reluctance, he
encouraged Daniel not to be alarmed but to share its meaning with him.
Daniel respectfully stated that he wished the dream pertained to the king’s
enemies.
p. 1342

Longman says:
Daniel hesitates to give the interpretation. He knows what it means,
but its message is so horrifying that he takes no pleasure in relating it to
Nebuchadnezzar. The dynamic between Daniel and the king is a remarkable
one, considering that this is the king who destroyed Jerusalem, but God’s
prophet shows concern for the well-being of the king, not vindictiveness.
p. 120

Keil & Delitzsch say:
As Daniel at once understood the interpretation of the dream, he was for
a moment so astonished that he could not speak for terror at the thoughts
which moved his soul. This amazement seized him because he wished well to
the king, and yet he must now announce to him a weighty judgment from God.
p. 154
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Leupold says:
. . . Such is the type of dream your adversaries would surely like to have come
to pass.
p. 190

Smith says:
The hesitation of Daniel, who sat astonished for one hour, did not arise
from any difficulty he had in interpreting the dream, but from its being so
delicate a matter to make it known to the king. Daniel had received favor
from the king,—nothing but favor, so far as we know,—and it came hard for
him to be the bearer of so terrible a threatening of judgment against him as
was involved in this dream. He was troubled to determine in what way he
could best make it known.
p. 110

Parker says:
The word “hour” should be replaced by the word “moment”: Then Daniel was
astonished for one moment. But into one moment how many hours may be
condensed! Into one feeling a whole lifetime, with manifold and tragical
experience, may enter. We have nothing to do with mere time in calculating
spiritual impression, spiritual service, spiritual enjoyment. Daniel was not a
man to be easily affrighted; the astonishment which befell him was moral,
imaginative, not in the sense of fancying things that did not exist, but in the
sense of giving realities their largest scope and meaning. He was astonished
that such a fate was awaiting King Nebuchadnezzar. It was like a blow
struck upon the very centre of his forehead; when he saw what was going to
befall the king he was struck, as it were, with a spear of lightning, his voice
altered, as did the fashion of his countenance. He had a message to deliver,
and yet he delivered it with tears that were hidden in the tone of his voice.
He was not flippant; he was solemn with an ineffable solemnity. Never was
he in such a position before. Only the Divine Spirit could make him equal to
the responsibilities of that critical hour.
p. 400
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Blair says:
There were several things that bothered him. One was, how would the king
react when he heard that the dream was a prophecy of judgment upon him?
Oftentimes tyrants punished their prophets severely for such messages
foretelling chastisement or doom. Further, Daniel was saddened because of
his heart concern for Nebuchadnezzar’s spiritual need. Daniel had spent
many years in the empire and had worked closely with the king. No one
recognized the king’s spiritual need more than Daniel. Doubtless God’s
servant spent many hours on his knees interceding for this selfish and
arrogant monarch. Daniel must have realized the truth of Psalm 49:8, “The
redemption of their soul is precious.”
p. 84

Miller says:
“Greatly perplexed” is a translation of the Aramaic . . . which means to be
“appalled” or “astounded.” Daniel was not “perplexed” but “astounded” by the
horror of what he immediately knew the dream foretold. He was so upset by
it that he was silent for a short while (“for a time”).33 Thoughts of these
coming events “terrified” (better, “alarmed”) Daniel, not only because the
prophet seemed genuinely to like and respect the Babylonian monarch but
because of the effect this situation could have had on others, particularly the
Jewish people. Nebuchadnezzar evidently had treated the Jews well
throughout most of his reign. If he were deposed, there would be no
guarantee of a like-minded ruler. That Daniel knew immediately the
significance of the dream is clear by his wish that the evil foretold might be
directed toward the king’s enemies.
p. 136

E. J. Young says:
He courteously desires that, whatever the interpretation may be, Dan. should
relate [to] it. By his previous courage and steadfast adherence to principle,
Dan. has won the confidence and respect of the king.
p. 106
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Showers says:
As Daniel became aware of the meaning of the dream, he was shocked
and greatly perplexed. He did not want to tell the bad meaning of the dream
to the king, but Nebuchadnezzar insisted. Daniel expressed the wish that
the tragedy portrayed by the dream would fall upon the king’s enemies
instead of upon the king.
p. 42

Feinberg says:
This verse reveals the heart of Daniel as well as any in the entire book of
Daniel. He knew the meaning of this dream and how well Nebuchadnezzar
deserved what was to come upon him. Nevertheless, Daniel’s heart was
concerned for the king and grieved over what he had to tell him. This was
the distinctive feature of the true prophets of God: though they often had to
predict judgments, they were nevertheless grieved when any of God’s
creatures were chastised.
pp. 55-56

Ironside says:
The meaning was evidently clear to Daniel from the first; but we are
told that he was astonished for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. It is
plain that Nebuchadnezzar’s character had in it much that was noble and
admirable; and this appealed to the prophet. He had also been highly favored
by the king, and the thought of the solemn judgment that was soon to fall
upon his royal master saddened him.
p. 68

Wiersbe says:
We get the impression that Daniel had a great personal concern for the
monarch, and as they had worked together in the affairs of Babylon, he had
sought to introduce him to the true and living God.
p. 51
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Wiersbe says further:
But now Nebuchadnezzar was about to meet this Most High God and receive
severe discipline from His hand.
p. 52

Matthew Henry says:
The thing was so plain that Daniel, upon hearing the dream, was astonished
for one hour, v. 19. He was struck with amazement and terror at so great a
judgment coming upon so great a prince. He was likewise struck with
confusion when he found himself the man that must bring to the king these
heavy tidings.
p. 1089

Lange says:
He meditates on the interpretation, and is astonished when he perceives it,
because he wishes well to the king, and probably, also, because
Nebuchadnezzar might receive the prophecy ungraciously, and might take
vengeance on him. . . .
p. 114

Patrick & Lowth say:

Then Daniel—was astonished, . . . Both at the surprising

circumstances of the judgment denounced against the king; and likewise out
of a tender regard and respect for his person, who had bestowed so many
favours upon him.
p. 652
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J. Vernon McGee says:
The dream is a great shock and a blow to Daniel. Nebuchadnezzar
has become his friend, and Daniel is his prime minister. The first dream
Nebuchadnezzar has had dignified him, but this dream debases him. It is so
bad that Daniel is reluctant to reveal it to the king.
p. 553

Baldwin says:
It is in this section that Nebuchadrezzar ceases to speak in the first person,
as though he were no longer capable of speaking for himself.
19–22. Understandably dumbfounded and dismayed (NEB) at the
embarrassing message he had to give, Daniel delayed to speak until
encouraged by the king to do so. There is a suggestion of warmth in the
relationship between the two men in this chapter . . .
p. 113

David Jeremiah says:
It is quiet evident that Daniel loved this reprobate. God had revealed
to him the future of his friend, Nebuchadnezzar, through this tragic, terrible
dream. As he wrestled with the meaning of the dream, he didn’t want to tell
the king what he had learned. He was undoubtedly very troubled when he
said, “My lord, if only the dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to
your adversaries?” (Dan. 4:19).
p. 91
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v. 20 The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its top touching
the sky, visible to the whole earth,

Peterson paraphrases verse 20:
“The tree you saw that grew so large and sturdy with its top
touching the sky, visible from the four corners of the world;
p. 1589
The FOCUS in verse 20 is upon “THE TREE.” It is CHARACTERIZED in
THREE WAYS:
1.

“WHICH GREW LARGE AND STRONG,”

2.

“WITH ITS TOP TOUCHING THE SKY,” and

3.

“VISIBLE TO THE WHOLE EARTH.”

Ironside says:
A great tree towering up, it its independence, toward heaven is a symbol
frequently used in Scripture to set forth the great ones of this world. Ezekiel
uses it as a picture of the Assyrian kingdom; and in the New Testament it is
used by our Lord Jesus Christ as a symbol of the kingdom of heaven as it has
become in the hands of men.
pp. 70-71

Goldingay says:
But “reaching up to heaven” can suggest a rebellious arrogance on Babylon’s
part, which Heaven itself must judge (Gen 11:4; Isa 14:13).
p. 94
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v. 21 with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, providing food for all, giving
shelter to the beasts of the field, and having nesting places in its
branches for the birds of the air—

Peterson paraphrases verse 21:
the tree with the luxuriant foliage and abundant fruit, enough for
everyone; the tree under which animals took cover and in which birds
built nests
p. 1589
Daniel adds FOUR MORE DESCRIPTIVE PHRASES to help us get a true
picture of this giant tree.
We had THREE of these PHRASES back in verse 20 and FOUR MORE here
in verse 21.
Let’s put them all together. “The tree you saw”:
1.

“which grew large and strong,”

2.

“with its top touching the sky,”

3.

“visible to the whole earth,”

4.

“WITH BEAUTIFUL LEAVES,”

5.

“ABUNDANT FRUIT, PROVIDING FOOD FOR ALL,”

6.

“GIVING SHELTER TO THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD,” and

7.

“HAVING NESTING PLACES IN ITS BRANCHES FOR THE
BIRDS OF THE AIR.”
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Daniel repeated the description of the greatness of the tree . . . and then
explained that the tree represented Nebuchadnezzar . . . Daniel tactfully gave
the good news first! Like the tree, Nebuchadnezzar had become great and
strong, and his kingdom had been expanded and consolidated under his rule.
His kingdom had become greater than any kingdom up to that time.
p. 1342

CEO Thinks He Is a Self-Made Man
Author John Ortberg writes:
Not long ago, there was a CEO of a Fortune 500 company who pulled
into a service station to get gas. He went inside to pay, and when he
came out he noticed his wife engaged in a deep discussion with the
service station attendant. It turned out that she knew him. In fact
back in high school before she met her eventual husband, she used to
date this man.
The CEO got in the car, and the two drove in silence. He was feeling
pretty good about himself when he finally spoke: “I bet I know what
you were thinking. I bet you were thinking you’re glad you married
me, a Fortune 500 CEO, and not him, a service station attendant.”
“No, I was thinking if I’d married him, he’d be a Fortune 500 CEO and
you’d be a service station attendant.”
Citation: John Ortberg in Love Beyond Reason (Zondervan, 1998), pp. 142-43
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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v. 22 you, O king, are that tree! You have become great and strong; your
greatness has grown until it reaches the sky, and your dominion
extends to distant parts of the earth.

Peterson paraphrases verse 22:
—you, O king, are that tree.
“You have grown great and strong. Your royal majesty reaches
sky-high, and your sovereign rule stretches to the four corners of the
world.
p. 1589
Daniel applies the “TREE” to Nebuchadnezzar. He summarizes the SEVENPOINT DESCRIPTION of verses 20 & 21 in THREE POINTS OF
APPLICATION to Nebuchadnezzar:
1.

“YOU HAVE BECOME GREAT AND STRONG,”

2.

“YOUR GREATNESS HAS GROWN UNTIL IT REACHES THE
SKY,” and

3.

“YOUR DOMINION EXTENDS TO DISTANT PARTS OF THE
EARTH.”

Young says:
The tree symbolized the king himself, in the pride and extensiveness of his
sovereignty.
p. 107

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

23

Miller says:
Many commentators have noted the similarity between the phrase “you,
O king, are that tree!” and Nathan’s words to David, “You are the man!”
(2 Sam. 12:7).
p. 137

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
He speaks pointedly, and without circumlocution . . . While pitying the king,
he uncompromisingly pronounces his sentence of punishment. Let ministers
steer the mean between, on the one hand, fulminations against sinners under
the pretext of zeal, without any symptom of compassion; and, on the other,
flattery of sinners under the pretext of moderation.
p. 741

Berrigan says:
How the mighty are fallen—kingly tree and king! The outcome is
replete with terror and irony; the physical degradation of the ruler embodies
and dramatizes his moral estate. He set his throne on high. From there,
dominating and decreeing, he proceeded to play god in matters of life and
death.
p. 69

Phillips & Vines say:
The interpretation of the dream must have had the same impact on
Nebuchadnezzar as Nathan’s word did on King David. David had hidden sin
in his heart. He thought nobody knew, but God knew, and He sent Nathan
the prophet, who said four words that changed David’s life forever: “Thou art
the man.” David discovered that God knew what had been going on in his
life.
Daniel’s five words shook the world of Nebuchadnezzar: “It is thou,
O king.” You are the man. Then Daniel told the monarch what was going to
happen to him.
p. 71
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(Illustrations Unlimited by James S. Hewett, editor) Wheaton, IL: Tyndale
House. Copyright – James S. Hewett, 1988.
COMMENCEMENT
I remember when I got my diploma several years ago—it was an exciting day,
with all the processionals, the ceremony, the talks by the speakers who told
us about our responsibility to save the world. I remember after I got my
diploma in my hand, as the crowd began to disperse, I looked around me past
the stadium to the city beyond and then began to think of the size of the
world that lay even beyond the city. I looked down at my diploma again, then
back at the city and the world, and as I turned again to the diploma, from out
of nowhere, those famous words by Tallulah Bankhead suddenly came into
my mind, “Truly, there is less here than meets the eye.
in 1977

From a baccalaureate address given by the Rev. Peter Gomes at the Stanford Chapel

p. 296

(Dark Night of the Soul: A Masterpiece in the Literature of Mysticism by St.
John of the Cross, translated and edited by E. Allison Peers) New
York, NY: Image Books / Doubleday. Copyright – unknown, 1990.
Sometimes, too, when their spiritual masters, such as confessors and
superiors, do not approve of their spirit and behavior (for they are anxious
that all they do shall be esteemed and praised), they consider that they do not
understand them, or that, because they do not approve of this and comply
with that, their confessors are themselves not spiritual. And so they
immediately desire and contrive to find some one else who will fit in with
their tastes; for as a rule they desire to speak of spiritual matters with those
who they think will praise and esteem what they do, and they flee, as they
would from death, from those who disabuse them in order to lead them into a
safe road—sometimes they even harbour ill-will against them.
p. 40
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v. 23 “You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven
and saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump,
bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its roots
remain in the ground. Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven; let
him live like the wild animals, until seven times pass by for him.’

Peterson paraphrases verse 23:
“But the part about the holy angel descending from heaven and
proclaiming, ‘Chop down the tree, destroy it, but leave stump and roots
in the ground belted with a strap of iron and bronze in the grassy
meadow; let him be soaked with heaven’s dew and take his meals with
the grazing animals for seven seasons’
p. 1589
Back in verse 20 Daniel says:
“The tree you saw.”
Now, in verse 23, he says:
“YOU, O KING, SAW A MESSENGER, A HOLY ONE, COMING
DOWN FROM HEAVEN.”
The “MESSENGER, A HOLY ONE” says:
“CUT DOWN THE TREE AND DESTROY IT, BUT LEAVE THE
STUMP, BOUND WITH IRON AND BRONZE, IN THE GRASS OF
THE FIELD, WHILE ITS ROOTS REMAIN IN THE GROUND.”
The verse then CONCLUDES with TWO COMMANDS:
1.

“LET HIM”—referring to Nebuchadnezzar—“BE DRENCHED
WITH THE DEW OF HEAVEN” and

2.

“LET HIM LIVE LIKE THE WILD ANIMALS.”
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The little word “UNTIL” helps us understand that there is a TERMINATION
POINT for the discipline:
“UNTIL SEVEN TIMES PASS BY FOR HIM.”
It is believed by most commentators that this is a reference to a SEVEN
YEAR PERIOD which is involved in this discipline of Nebuchadnezzar.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Then came the bad news. The cutting down of the tree—a decree from the
Most High—meant that Nebuchadnezzar would be removed from his position
of authority in the kingdom. He would be turned out of the palace (driven
away from people) and would live like an animal among the wild animals
until seven times . . . Thus Daniel predicted that Nebuchadnezzar would live
in a demented state for seven years.
p. 1342

Showers says:
The fact that the stump of the tree was left in the ground in the dream
was God’s promise to Nebuchadnezzar that He would restore his kingdom to
him after his acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty.
p. 44
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v. 24 “This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High
has issued against my lord the king:

Peterson paraphrases verse 24:
—this, O king, also refers to you. It means that the High God has
sentenced my master the king:
p. 1589
There are TWO THINGS we are told in verse 24:
1.

“THIS IS THE INTERPRETATION” and

2.

“THIS IS THE DECREE.”

We are going to be noting in these remaining verses that the title for
GOD MOST HIGH occurs FOUR TIMES.
In this particular passage:
NEBUCHADNEZZAR is mentioned SIXTY TIMES and
THE LORD is mentioned TWENTY TIMES.

Gangel says:
One more thought is new to these verses: the decree has been issued
against my lord the king. Nebuchadnezzar had ground to dust a variety of
enemies beneath the wheels of his chariots, but now he had met a power
whom he could not defeat, One who has never been defeated and will never
know that experience.
p. 112
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2 Corinthians 2:14

But thanks be to God, who always leads us in His triumph in Christ,
and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in
every place.
1 Corinthians 15:57

but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Romans 8:31

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is
against us?
Romans 8:37

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who
loved us.
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v. 25 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals;
you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven.
Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most
High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone
he wishes.

Peterson paraphrases verse 25:
You will be driven away from human company and live with the wild
animals. You will graze on grass like an ox. You will be soaked in
heaven’s dew. This will go on for seven seasons, and you will learn
that the High God rules over human kingdoms and that he arranges
all kingdom affairs.
p. 1589
One of the things that really stands out in verse 25 is that WHEN GOD
PRONOUNCES A DECREE:
WHAT HE DECIDES
HE WILL DO.
You will notice the little word “WILL” occurs FOUR TIMES here in verse 25:
1.

“YOU WILL BE DRIVEN AWAY FROM PEOPLE,”

2.

“YOU . . . WILL LIVE WITH THE WILD ANIMALS,”

3.

“YOU WILL EAT GRASS LIKE CATTLE,”

4.

“YOU WILL . . . BE DRENCHED WITH THE DEW OF
HEAVEN,” and

5.

“SEVEN TIMES WILL PASS BY FOR YOU.”
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The little word that we saw back in verse 23 “until” gives us the
TIMETABLE that the Lord has for this prolonged discipline and what He is
looking for in response. “UNTIL YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE MOST
HIGH IS”:
1.

“SOVEREIGN OVER THE KINGDOMS OF MEN” and

2.

“[HE] GIVES THEM TO ANYONE HE WISHES.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
In the mental illness known as zoanthropy . . . a person thinks of
himself as an animal and acts like one. This may have been the disease
Nebuchadnezzar had. Daniel then referred to the purpose of this experience,
which the messengers had announced in the dream . . . Through this illness
Nebuchadnezzar would come to acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign
over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone He wishes.
pp. 1342-3

Baxter says:
The key thought and central purpose of the book are expressed in chapter
[4]—three times over for emphasis (verses 17, 25, 32)—“THAT THE LIVING
MAY KNOW THAT THE MOST HIGH RULETH IN THE KINGDOM OF
MEN, AND GIVETH IT TO WHOMSOEVER HE WILL.” It is significant
that this key utterance is made to come to us through the lips of the humbled
Nebuchadnezzar, who was the golden “head” and first world-ruler of “the
times of the Gentiles.” It is noteworthy, too, that this central purpose in
Daniel parallels with that in Ezekiel, the other book of the captivity.
Ezekiel’s stress is: “THEY (ISRAEL) SHALL KNOW THAT I AM
JEHOVAH.” Daniel’s is: “THAT THE LIVING (ALL NATIONS) MAY KNOW
THAT THE MOST HIGH RULETH.”
p. 75
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Leupold says:
. . . Daniel now applies the point directly to the king, “until thou knowest.”
In that expression, by the way, there lies an intimation that, when the
purpose indicated has been achieved, the punishment may be withdrawn.
pp. 192-93

Haskell says:
It is doubtful whether man ever received a message freighted with
greater importance than this one given to Nebuchadnezzar. In his former
dream he was shown the shortness of his kingdom and given proof of the
decline of the empire. Had he lived in harmony with what was then revealed
to him, the experience about to come would have been avoided. The parting
words of the angel as he left Nebuchadnezzar were, “This matter is by the
decree of the watchers . . . to the intent that the living may know that the
Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he
will.”
p. 53

Miller says:
The king would “be driven away from people” because of his strange behavior
and “live with the wild animals.” “Wild animals” would better be translated
“the animals of the field,” a literal rendering of the Aramaic.
Nebuchadnezzar would live outside in the fields among grazing animals,
particularly cattle (“eat grass like cattle”). Certainly the monarch would not
live among lions, tigers, and wild animals of that sort. As for the king’s diet,
it may not have consisted solely of “grass,” for the Aramaic word . . . also
includes vegetables and other herbs.
The word translated “cattle” . . . refers particularly to “bulls” or “oxen”
and indicates that Nebuchadnezzar’s type of lycanthropy would be the
delusion that he was a bull or an ox, sometimes referred to more precisely as
“boanthropy.” At night Nebuchadnezzar would not come inside like a man
but would remain in the open field. Consequently in the mornings he would
be “drenched with the dew of heaven.”
p. 137
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Gangel says:
Nebuchadnezzar became the original prodigal son; making bad choices about
himself in relation to others, he ended up with the animals.
p. 112

J. Vernon McGee says:
Daniel makes it clear why this dream was given to Nebuchadnezzar and why
he is going to have this experience. Nebuchadnezzar is lifted up with pride
which was evidenced when he made that tremendous image and forced all
mankind to fall down and worship him. This man is certainly filled with
pride, and now God is going to humble him.
p. 554

Feinberg says:
The king’s condition was to continue until he realized the mighty hand
of God in his rule and acknowledged that God freely chooses to give rule to
whomever He pleases.
p. 56

Blair says:
Nebuchadnezzar was to be humiliated. He was to lose his rationality
and become as a beast of the field, crawling about, eating crass. The stump
in the ground was a promise that he would not die, nor would he lose his
empire immediately. But all of this was to bring him to a personal experience
with the Lord.
pp. 86-87
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Wiersbe says:
The grand lesson God wanted the king to learn—and that we must
learn today—is that God alone is sovereign and will not permit mortals to
usurp His throne or take credit for His works. We are but creatures, and God
is the Creator; we are only subjects, but He is the King of Kings. When men
and women refuse to submit themselves to God as creatures made in His
image, they are in grave danger of descending to the level of animals. It’s
worth noting that God used animals when He wanted to describe the great
empires of history (Dan. 7), and that the last great world dictator is called
“the beast”. . . .
p. 52

Campbell says:
The interpretation became a pointed application as Daniel forthrightly
predicted that as the king had reduced himself to the level of unthinking
animals by ignoring his Maker, so he was now destined to dwell among them.
The sentence was clear. The king would live with the animals—“they shall
drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field”
(4:25). He would live as the animals—“and they shall make thee to eat grass
as oxen and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven” (4:25).
p. 48

He says further:
The duration of the sentence for Nebuchadnezzar was also clear: “till
thou know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to
whomsoever He will” (4:25). The discipline in the form of this strange exile
would last till the king learned what God was teaching him. How long, we
often ask, must we endure discipline from God’s hand, the discipline under
which we chafe? The answer is the same as it was for Nebuchadnezzar: it
will last until we learn the lesson God is teaching us.
pp. 48-49
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Campbell says finally:
A woman visiting in Switzerland came to a sheepfold on one of her
daily walks. Venturing in, she saw the shepherd seated on the ground with
his flock around him. Nearby, on a pile of straw lay a single sheep which
seemed to be suffering. Looking closely, the woman saw that its leg was
broken. Her sympathy went out to the suffering sheep and she looked up
inquiringly to the shepherd, asking how it happened.
“I broke it myself,” said the shepherd sadly, and then explained. “Of
all the sheep in my flock this was the most wayward. It would not obey my
voice and would not follow when I was leading the flock. On more than one
occasion it wandered to the edge of a perilous cliff. And not only was it
disobedient itself, but it was leading other sheep astray. Based on my
experience with this kind of sheep, I knew I had no choice, so I broke its leg.
The next day I took food and it tried to bite me. After letting it lie alone for a
couple of days, I went back and it not only eagerly took the food but licked my
hand and showed every sign of submission and affection.
“And now, let me say this. When this sheep is well, it will be the model
sheep of my entire flock. No sheep will hear my voice so quickly nor follow so
closely. Instead of leading others away, it will be an example of devotion and
obedience. In short, a complete change will come into the life of the wayward
sheep. It will have learned obedience through its sufferings.”
p. 49
Hebrews 12:11
All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet
to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful
fruit of righteousness.
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Parker says:
What was the end of this exile? Daniel explains the purpose of the
providence:—
“Till thou know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
giveth it to whomsoever he will” (ver. 25).
That is the end of discipline—“Till thou know.” When will God take us out of
the furnace? When he can see his image enough. When will God cease to
lacerate our poor shrinking flesh? When we have learned to obey him. When
will he take the wolf away from the door, so that we can go out into the
meadow and enjoy the sunshine? When we have yielded back all wickedly
acquired gain, and have thrown down the thirty pieces of burning silver for
which we sold the Christ of God.
p. 404
You can predict similar action on the part of the Lord in dealing with
DIOTREPHES:
3 John 9, 10
I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first
among them, does not accept what we say. For this reason, if I come,
I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us
with wicked words; and not satisfied with this, neither does he himself
receive the brethren, and he forbids those who desire to do so, and puts
them out of the church.
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(Fresh Faith: What Happens When Real Faith Ignites God’s People by Jim
Cymbala with Dean Merrill) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright
– Jim Cymbala, 1999.
You can easily pack a building without pleasing God, because crowds do not
equal spirituality.
p. 37
Psalm 75:6, 7

No one from the east or the west
or from the desert can exalt a man.
But it is God who judges:
He brings one down, he exalts another.
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v. 26 The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that
your kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that
Heaven rules.

Peterson paraphrases verse 26:
“The part about the tree stump and roots being left means that
your kingdom will still be there for you after you learn that it is heaven
that runs things.
p. 1589

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The fact that the stump was not to be uprooted . . . indicates that the
king would be restored to the throne. However, that restoration would not
take place till Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged God’s sovereign right to rule
(that heaven rules).
p. 1343
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The KEY TO RESTORATION is conditioned upon the final statement in verse 26:
“WHEN YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HEAVEN RULES.”
You will notice that back in verse 23 we had the words:
“until seven times pass by for him.”
Then in verse 23 we had the words:
“until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the
kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.”
Now in verse 26, RESTORATION of His kingdom will come when the
condition is met. That CONDITION is:
“YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HEAVEN RULES.”

Feinberg says:
The stump of the tree was allowed to remain, and this signifies that
Nebuchadnezzar was not to lose his kingdom forever. God would restore rule
to the Babylonian monarch in His good time.
p. 57

Miller says:
During this period of mental incapacitation, Nebuchadnezzar’s son AmelMarduk evidently ruled the country so that the government continued to
function normally.37
p. 138

Leupold says:
Since in the case of so great a king as Nebuchadnezzar was mere restoration
to sanity without restoration to the kingdom would have been but half a
restoration and hardly worth the name, he is now assured that the kingdom
shall surely become his again from the very moment . . . [the time]
. . . that he recognizes “that the heavens do rule.”
p. 193

He says further:
God asks no more than the recognition of the obvious and the relinquishment
of the bloated human pride.
p. 193

Ironside says:
But the fact that the stump of the tree was left, indicated that his kingdom
should be sure unto him after he had known that the heavens ruled.
p. 69
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Walvoord says:
The expression, that the heavens do rule, is of particular interest for it
is the only time in the Old Testament where the word heaven is substituted
for God. This usage became prominent in later literature as in 1 Maccabees
and in the New Testament in Matthew where the term kingdom of heaven is
similar to kingdom of God. Daniel, in using the expression the heavens do
rule, is not accepting the Babylonian deification of heavenly bodies, as he
makes clear in 4:25 that “the most High” is a person. He is probably only
contrasting divine or heavenly rule to earthly rule such as Nebuchadnezzar
exercised, with the implication that Nebuchadnezzar’s sovereignty was much
less than that of “the heavens.”
p. 106
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v. 27 Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins
by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the
oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will continue.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 27:
“So, king, take my advice: Make a clean break with your sins
and start living for others. Quit your wicked life and look after the
needs of the down-and-out. Then you will continue to have a good life.
p. 1589
In verse 27 Daniel turns to the PERSONAL:
“THEREFORE, O KING, BE PLEASED TO ACCEPT MY ADVICE.”
“O KING” in your response you need to exercise REPENTANCE.
There are TWO THINGS that you need to do. You need to:
1.

“RENOUNCE YOUR SINS BY DOING WHAT IS RIGHT” and

2.

“RENOUNCE . . . YOUR WICKEDNESS BY BEING KIND TO
THE OPPRESSED.”

The RESULT of this action:
“MAY BE THAT THEN YOUR PROSPERITY WILL CONTINUE.”
In other words:
You might be avoiding some serious judgment from the hand of God by
a repentant response.
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Jeremiah 9:23, 24
This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom
or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his
riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands
and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and
righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord.
Jeremiah 10:23, 24
I know, O Lord, that a man’s life is not his own; it is not for man to
direct his steps. Correct me, Lord, but only with justice—not in your
anger, lest you reduce me to nothing.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Daniel concluded by exhorting the king to renounce his sins. This
points out the principle that any announced judgment may be averted if there
is repentance . . . [of course we can see this in] the Book of Jonah). Daniel
urged Nebuchadnezzar to turn from his sinful pride and produce fruits of
righteousness (doing what is right and being kind to the oppressed)—acts
which stem from a heart that is submissive to God. Had Nebuchadnezzar
done so, he would have averted his seven years of insanity.
p. 1343

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
. . . Repent and show the reality of thy repentance by works of justice and
charity . . . so God will remit thy punishment. The trouble will be longer
before it comes, or shorter when it does come.
p. 741
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Goldingay says:
Such sins are like a yoke weighing down on his neck and needing to be
broken off if he is to be free of their bondage . . . free to take on another yoke,
but an easier one [Matt 11:28–30]). Daniel assumes that a regime that puts
justice first will itself prosper.
p. 95

Patrick & Lowth say:

It may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity. God sometimes defers his
judgments upon men’s showing signs of repentance . . .
p. 653
1 Kings 21:29
“Have you noticed how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because
he has humbled himself, I will not bring this disaster in his day, but I
will bring it on his house in the days of his son.”

Smith says:
They were to teach the king that the Heavens do rule, the word heavens here
being put for God, the ruler of the heavens. Hence Daniel takes occasion to give
the king counsel in view of the threatened judgment. But he does not denounce
him with harshness and censoriousness. Kindness and persuasion are the
weapons he chooses to wield: “Let my counsel be acceptable unto thee.” So the
apostle beseeches men to suffer the word of exhortation. Heb. 13:22. If the king
would break off his sins by righteousness, and his iniquities by showing mercy
to the poor, it might result in a lengthening of his tranquility, or, as the margin
reads, “An healing of thine error.” That is, he might even have averted the
judgment the Lord designed to bring upon him.
p. 110
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Keil & Delitzsch observe:
Daniel adds to his interpretation of the dream the warning to the king
to break off his sins by righteousness and mercy, so that his tranquility may
be lengthened. Daniel knew nothing of a heathen Fatum, but he knew that
the judgments of God were directed against men according to their conduct,
and that punishment threatened could only be averted by repentance; . . .
This way of turning aside the threatened judgment stood open also for
Nebuchadnezzar, particularly as the time of the fulfilment of the dream was
not fixed, and thus a space was left for repentance.
p. 156

Baldwin says:
Here is no passive determinism. On the contrary the writer urges an
incentive to a change of life-style. It is not that by good deeds the king can
save himself, but that by changing his way of life the king will be
demonstrating his acceptance of the truth of Daniel’s words . . .
p. 114

Gowan says:
Having repeated the dream, Daniel adds some advice, suggesting the
chastisement might be averted (v. 27). Nebuchadnezzar’s sins and iniquities
are now mentioned for the first and only time in the chapter. Righteousness
and mercy are called for, with an interesting choice of the verb, . . . literally
“break off” (used only here in biblical Aramaic). It may have the sense of
throwing off the burden or the bonds of sins.
p. 80

Lucas observes:
What is being called for here is evidence of a changed attitude in changed
behaviour on the part of the king. . . .
p. 113
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Fyall says:
Nebuchadnezzar still thinks that he is in control of Babylon and its destiny at
least and that his greatness is unchallengeable.
p. 69

Haskell says:
Daniel exhorted the king, “Let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break
off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by showing mercy to the
poor.” There was yet time for repentance, and had the king heeded this
counsel, it would have saved him from the great humiliation which came
upon him. But when men’s hearts are set, the message to change, though
given by an angel from heaven, remains unheeded.
p. 57

J. Vernon McGee says:
Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar that he needs to repent of and turn from his
sins. He needs to turn to God and to a life of righteousness. Daniel advises
him to repent in order to reverse the coming judgment. There is still hope for
deliverance— Nebuchadnezzar could know the peace and tranquility of God.
I think this is God’s final warning to Nebuchadnezzar.
p. 554

Walvoord says:
. . . the issue is that, if he is a wise and benevolent king, he would alleviate
the necessity of God’s intervening with immediate judgment because of
Nebuchadnezzar’s pride.24
p. 106
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Leupold says:
Daniel now offers what he has not been asked to provide—spiritual
counsel. It must have taken moral courage to do that because unsolicited
advice, which in this case involves a very direct admonition, could not be
tendered freely to a monarch, least of all an Oriental monarch.
193

He says further:
Consequently he admonishes his king to do at least what lies within the
realm of possibility and within his own powers, . . . to cultivate civil morality,
to correct the most flagrant abuses of his reign.
p. 194

He says finally:
We are not told how Nebuchadnezzar received this admonition. It was,
without a doubt, heard rather coolly. In fact, nothing is related about the
king’s reactions to the interpretation as a whole. The sequel shows that he
did not take the lesson to heart—a strange hardness of heart after so
astounding a divine warning. Farrar surmised that “the absence of any
mention of rewards or honors paid to Daniel is perhaps a sign that he was
rather offended than impressed.”
p. 197
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Miller says:
Daniel tactfully encouraged the king to repent of his sins.
Nebuchadnezzar should “renounce” . . . “break off”)38 his “sin” . . . and his
“wickedness” . . . demonstrating his repentance by “doing what is right” (i.e.,
good deeds) and “being kind to the oppressed” (the poor and unfortunate).39
The king certainly had the power and financial resources to help others.
Nebuchadnezzar might not have been treating other cruelly, but he probably
did what many others do today, practiced an indulgent lifestyle and simply
ignored the misfortunes of others. By heeding the warning in this dream and
performing good deeds, the monarch would prove that he acknowledged God’s
supremacy over him. Daniel seems to have held out to the king the genuine
possibility of foregoing this judgment, demonstrating God’s willingness to
forgive.
pp. 138-39

Feinberg says:
Before Daniel concluded, he faithfully counseled the king for his own welfare.
He entreated Nebuchadnezzar to forsake his sins for righteousness, his
iniquity for mercy.
This is not counsel to earn salvation by works. Rather, Daniel
appealed to the king to turn to God’s righteousness and manifest this change
in his lifestyle. If he were to do so, it was possible that God’s judgment could
be averted and the king’s well-being prolonged.
p. 57

Phillips & Vines say:
That is the Old Testament equivalent of what we have in the New
Testament. All persons need to repent of their sins, believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and bring forth fruits worthy of repentance. Daniel was simply
saying, “O king, you need the Lord in your life.”
p. 71
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Gangel says:
The sermon has ended; now it’s time for the invitation. The aging
prophet-statesman had no wish to see his king living in dementia, so he
offered a way out before it was too late: Renounce your sins by doing what is
right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. The final phrase
of this verse indicates that Daniel had no special revelation from God that
this escape clause might be available. Indeed, everything we know about the
dream up to this point indicates its full completion. Nevertheless, servants of
God should always emphasize his grace even when explaining his judgment.
p. 113

Walvoord says:
On the basis of this prophecy, Daniel pleaded with the king, “Therefore, O
king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is
right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that
then your prosperity will continue” (v. 27).
p. 222

Blair says:
Daniel’s burden and concern for the spiritual welfare of Nebuchadnezzar was
further evidenced as he pled, “Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be
acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine
iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy
tranquility.” If Daniel’s “counsel” were to “be acceptable” unto the king, it
would be necessary for Nebuchadnezzar to act immediately. Daniel stated
two things that were imperative. First, the king must break with sin that he
might enter into a favorable relationship with the Lord Jehovah. Secondly,
he was to show mercy to the poor, revealing the love of God to men. In
Daniel’s appeal we are reminded of the words of the Lord Jesus as found in
Matthew 22:37-39: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself.” Christ stressed the importance of a right relationship to God and
to men. Daniel did the same.
p. 87
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Blair says further:
No one knows how soon death will strike. It is far better to come to the
Lord now, for the Word of God says, “So teach us to number our days, that we
may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). If only Nebuchadnezzar
had heeded the words of Daniel, he could have been saved from his misery
and sorrow.
p. 90

Campbell says:
Daniel’s final message to the king came straight from his heart (4:27).
It was a word of spiritual counsel that the king turn from his sin and practice
righteousness. As God spared Nineveh from judgment because of her
repentance, so might He spare Nebuchadnezzar. Tragically, Daniel’s words
fell on deaf ears.
pp. 49-50

Wiersbe says:
Being a high official in the land, Daniel knew that Nebuchadnezzar had not
been concerned about the poor or shown mercy to those in need. Daniel also
knew how many times in the Law of Moses the Lord spoke of Himself as the
protector and defender of the poor, the aliens, and the oppressed. Perhaps
Nebuchadnezzar had exploited the people in pursuing his extensive building
operations, and wealth that should have helped the poor had been used to
gratify the selfish appetites of the proud king. “If a king judges the poor with
fairness, his throne will always be secure” (Prov. 29:14, NIV), but
Nebuchadnezzar was about to lose his throne.
Daniel was calling for repentance. He wanted the king to change his
mind, acknowledge his sins, turn from them, and put his faith in the true and
living God, the Most High God of the Hebrews. Nebuchadnezzar knew
enough about Daniel’s God to know that what Daniel spoke was the truth,
but he did nothing about it.9 The king was passing up a gracious opportunity
to make a new beginning and submit to the will of the Most High God. He
made the wrong decision.
p. 54
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David Jeremiah says:
God always warns us before He sends judgment. He says, “Listen and
obey or suffer the consequences.” He sent a voice from heaven as the
warning, but He gave the king a chance to turn his life around. I believe that
God does that for us today. He tells us, “Look, you’re headed for a crash.
Turn around or you’ll land in a ditch that’s so deep you won’t be able to pull
yourself out.”
pp. 93-94

(Praise in the Presence of God by Jack Hayford) Nashville, TN: J.
Countryman / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Jack Hayford, 2003.
THINK AGAIN

The goodness of God leads you to repentance.
ROMANS 2:4

The Greek word for repent is metanoeo, which is a construct of the
words meta meaning “after” and noeo meaning “to think.” In other words,
repentance is a decision on our part to “think again”—literally to have a
change of mind that leads to a change of action. It is a decision to turn
around and pursue another path.
Repentance is a deliberate act of the will as we decide to turn around
and follow God’s way instead of our own. Although repentance may involve
emotion, it is primarily an act of volition.
p. 155
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Sin Is Like Shopping with a $1 Million Bill
When I heard about Alice Pike’s arrest, two questions came to mind. Alice is
the woman who tried to pay for her Wal-Mart purchases with a $1 million
bill. My two questions: “There isn’t really a $1 million bill, is there?” and,
“What was she thinking?”
The answer to the first question is no, silly. The U.S. Treasury doesn’t make
a bank note with that many zeros. I don’t know how high they do go, but
thanks to Alice, nobody is going to con me on the million dollar one now. As
far as what Alice was thinking, I don’t believe she was.
Alice went to the register with $1,675 worth of stuff. What is amazing is that
she expected change. Math is not my strong suit, but by my calculation,
that’s a lot of change. Was Alice really expecting that the cashier not only
would, but actually could, hand over $998,325.00? Did she envision the
cashier on the loudspeaker saying, “We need 10’s and 20’s on aisle 5?” Did
she even bring a vehicle big enough to handle her purchases and the
mountain of change?
Alice helps remind us of the irrationality of sin. Most sin doesn’t make sense.
We lie and expect good results. We overindulge in food or alcohol or
entertainment and expect to feel better. We take what isn’t ours and expect
satisfaction. We refuse to resist temptation and expect peace. We act
selfishly and expect stronger relationships. We ignore repentance and expect
forgiveness. We hand over a fake and expect change.
Citation: John Beukema, Western Springs, Illinois
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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COME HOME!
Several years ago, my wife Carolyn and I camped near the town of
Brimley, in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. It was a holiday, and we ambled
into town for the annual parade. Believe me, it was something to write home
about.
There were marshals on horseback, homecoming queens, forest
rangers, even Smokey Bear! There was a float featuring Big Bird from
Sesame Street, and a flatbed truck carrying a brass band of men and women
wearing straw hats and dressed in red-white-and-blue uniforms. There were
vehicles of all kinds: tractors, trailers, trucks, and kids on tricycles.
But the last float fully captured our attention. It featured a grayhaired old man kneeling at the foot of a cross. Across the back of the float
was written: “COME HOME!” —JESUS
Jesus still calls, “Come home!” You’re never too far away or too far
gone to come back to your Father’s love. He stands waiting, just as the father
of the prodigal son did. “When he was still a great way off, his father saw
him and had compassion” (Luke 15:20). He rejoiced that his son was no
longer lost (v.32).
Come home to God. Don’t stay away. No matter what you’ve done, or
left undone, He still loves you. —David Roper

O Lord, it’s true, I’ve wandered far
From what I know is right,
But now I want to come back home
And please You day and night. —K. De Haan
IT’S NEVER TOO SOON
TO COME HOME TO GOD.

(From Our Daily Bread, Friday, March 28, 2003)
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KEEP TO THE RIGHT
The Christian must follow only one course of action—he should always do
what’s right regardless of the consequences. With this in mind, Charles
Hubner has written:
“Keep to the right” is the law of the road—
Make it a law of your own moral code;
In whatsoe’er you determine to do,
Follow the road of the Good and the True;
Follow and fear not by day and by night,
Uphill or downhill, “Just keep to the right!”
“Keep to the right” in the journey of life,
E’en though there’s jostling
and trouble and strife;
Weaklings succumb to the bold and the strong,
Some will go under and many go wrong;
He will acquit himself best in the fight
Who shirks not duty and “keeps to the right.”
“Keep to the right,” and the right will keep you
In sweet accord with the Good and the True;
These are the best things in life, after all—
Make it worthwhile whatsoever befall;
Death has no terrors, when it comes in sight,
For the man who ever “keeps to the right.”
(From InfoSearch 3.51)
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v. 28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar.

Peterson paraphrase of verse 28 is just the same:
All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar.
p. 1589

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 28-33:
THE VISION FULFILLED
p. 1343

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
The revelation given to . . . Nebuchadnezzar through Daniel’s interpretation
was soon forgotten and Daniel’s exhortation was ignored. Nebuchadnezzar
continued in his sinful pride. He did not repent as Daniel had advised him to
do (v. 27). The king was controlled by his great egotism.
p. 1343

Miller says:
All of the horrible events foretold in the dream did, regrettably,
transpire. Twelve months later God’s judgment fell upon the king of
Babylon. In his mercy God had graciously allowed Nebuchadnezzar a full
year to repent of his sins, but he had not done so. Now a great outburst of
pride on the part of the Babylonian monarch became the catalyst for the
dream’s fulfillment.
p. 139
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Lifeguard Ronald Reagan
Sometimes an inflated view of our own importance blinds us to the needs of
others.
When President Ronald Reagan was a teenager in Dixon, Illinois, he had a
summer job as a lifeguard on the treacherous Rock River. One day from his
elevated perch at Lowell Park, the muscular son of a shoe salesman noticed
one of Dixon’s most popular girls waving at him.
“At least I thought she was waving,” Reagan recalls. “My chest puffed out a
little, and I waved back. Then I turned away for a moment. When I looked
again, she was going down. She had tried to signal for help.”
Citation: Nancy Reagan, Ronald Reagan: An American Hero (DK Publishing),

p. 42; submitted by Greg Asimakoupoulos, Naperville, Illinois

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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v. 29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal
palace of Babylon,

Peterson paraphrases verse 29:
Just twelve months later, he was walking on the balcony of the royal
palace in Babylon
p. 1589
Just think of it, TWELVE WHOLE MONTHS TO RESPOND to Daniel’s plea.
What Daniel has had to say has in no way affected Nebuchadnezzar.
He has had a whole YEAR TO RESPOND and he has just continued to let
business go on as usual and has very selfishly pursued the fruitage of his
PRIDE.
James 4:13-17
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and
such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a
profit.” Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You
are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.
Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do
this or that.” But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such
boasting is evil. Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and
does not do it, to him it is sin.
2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to
repentance.
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Leupold says:
Within his own heart the king may for a time have given a measure of heed
to the warning, but even that effect presently wore off. On this momentous
day, on the anniversary of the dream, he might have recalled at least what
had been done for him by that revelation. Instead he allows himself to be
swept away into an utterance which practically amounts to a defiance of the
Most High because of its arrogant self-glorification. We have no means of
determining at what point during the magnificent building program carried
through during Nebuchadnezzar’s reign this episode occurred. The program
must have been nearly completed at the very least. The roof of the royal
palace is the most natural place for the king to be strolling about, surveying
the most recent evidences of regal grandeur.
p. 198

Smith says:
Nebuchadnezzar failed to profit by the warning he had received; yet
God bore with him twelve months before the blow fell. All the time he was
cherishing pride in his heart, and at length it reached a climax beyond which
God could not suffer it to pass.
p. 111

Matthew Henry says:
God gave him space to repent; he let him alone this year also, this one year
more.
p. 1090

Longman says:
While the narrative gives an immediate report of Nebuchadnezzar’s fall,
we learn from verse 29 that a period of twelve months passed before the crucial
moment. We are perhaps to understand that the dream and its interpretation
frightened Nebuchadnezzar into a temporary compliance. Or perhaps he pretty
much continued his sinful . . . course, but God waited until this moment of
monumental pride to exercise his judgment. We cannot be sure.
p. 121

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

57

Gaebelein says:
Twelve months later he walked in the palace of the kingdom of
Babylon. Then with a haughty mien he utters the fatal words: “Is not this
great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of
my power for the honor of my majesty.” Notice the personal pronoun. But
while he yet uttered these words a heavenly voice was heard which
announced that the kingdom is departed from him. What Daniel had said in
his interpretation is repeated from heaven.
p. 19

Dyer says:
One night Nebuchadnezzar was walking on the roof of his royal palace, very
likely the southern palace located just inside the inner city walls between the
Procession Street and the Euphrates River. From his vantage point, he could
look over his throne room, the royal living area, the courtyards, and living
and working space for his vast inner circle of government workers. Next to
the palace he could see the famous hanging gardens.
Nebuchadnezzar admired the city of Babylon and reflected on how it
mirrored his greatness. Full of his own importance, he exclaimed, “Is not this
the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power
and for the glory of my majesty?” . . .
No doubt about it—Babylon was majestic. Nebuchadnezzar had buried
the Ishtar Gate built by his father so he could construct a new (and far more
magnificent!) Ishtar Gate on top of it. He rebuilt the southern palace,
constructed the hanging gardens, repaired the walls around the city, restored
the tower of Babel and the temple to Marduk, and built or extensively
repaired most of the other temples in the city. His building exploits were
legendary.
pp. 113-14
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v. 30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal
residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”

Peterson paraphrases verse 30:
and boasted, “Look at this, Babylon the great! And I built it all by
myself, a royal palace adequate to display my honor and glory!”
pp. 1589-90
There are THREE KEY STATEMENTS that reveal the condition of
Nebuchadnezzar’s heart:
1.

“I HAVE BUILT,”

2.

“MY MIGHTY POWER,” and

3.

“FOR THE GLORY OF MY MAJESTY.”

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
He considered the city of Babylon itself as his personal possession and as a
reflection of his power and glory (v. 30).
God endured Nebuchadnezzar’s pride for 12 months. This may have
been a period of grace in which God was giving Nebuchadnezzar an
opportunity to turn to Him in repentance. But when Nebuchadnezzar
ignored Daniel’s exhortation God, who had given Nebuchadnezzar his
authority, announced the interruption of his rule.
What had been predicted was no longer postponed and judgment came
on Nebuchadnezzar, in keeping with Daniel’s interpretation.
p. 1343
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Leupold says:
As a whole, whether it is directly intended as such or not, the king’s
boastful utterance is a defiance of the Almighty who had bidden him to desist
from his unseemly pride.
p. 199

Phillips & Vines say:
One day when he was walking around his palace in Babylon he said in
effect: “What a city! What a palace! I built it, and it’s mine, all mine!”
Babylon occupied twenty square miles and had two gigantic walls to protect
it. Wide avenues bisected the city. It had a processional street a thousand
yards long. It was beautified with enameled brick depicting lions, dragons,
and bulls. It had a banquet hall that would seat ten thousand people.
The city was famous for its hanging gardens, one of the seven wonders
of the ancient world. One of Nebuchadnezzar’s queens was homesick for the
mountains of her homeland, so he constructed magnificent hanging gardens
for her on the top of the buildings. From a distance the city of Babylon looked
like a luxuriant tree-covered mountain. So Nebuchadnezzar boasted, “I have
done it all.” In his heart there was no willingness to acknowledge that God in
heaven had given him all that he had.
p. 72

Feinberg asks the question:
Why had all this come upon Nebuchadnezzar? Of what did his sin consist?
He prided himself on the accomplishments of his realm and utterly ignored
the claims of God on his life. He refused to recognize his debt to God for all
that he had. The study of ancient history confirms that he had indeed
beautified and adorned the old city of Babylon with high walls and a
magnificent palace.
p. 57
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J. Vernon McGee says:
Nebuchadnezzar did not heed the warning of Daniel. One year of grace
went by before the judgment fell. How patient God is! But His graciousness
and longsuffering are not understood by the wicked . . .
The king was on the verge of a break. He looked about his great
kingdom, the kingdom which God had already told him that He had given to
him. Despite that, Nebuchadnezzar now says, “Is not this great Babylon,
that I have built?”
p. 555

Haskell says:
He was repeating the thoughts, almost the exact words of Satan, when he
sought to exalt his throne above God. When proud thoughts were
entertained, and these words were uttered, the sentence was pronounced
which blasted the tree, and degraded the monarch whom the tree symbolized.
It was God who had given the king his reason and ability to establish a
kingdom like this. The same God could take away the judgment and wisdom
upon which the king prided himself. And God did so. It is the mind which
elevates man above the beasts.
p. 57

Baxter says:
The list of public works which the king had undertaken for the
improvement of Babylon is amazing. They comprised more than twenty
temples, with strengthened fortifications, the excavation of canals, vast
embankments by the river, and the celebrated hanging gardens. Another
inscription on two barrel cylinders in the British Museum gives a very
similar account of the architectural works by which this great monarch
enriched his metropolis and kingdom. All through Babylonia the discovery of
bricks enstamped with Nebuchadnezzar’s name attests his enterprise as well
as his opulence and taste. . . . In the Book of Daniel the sequel of
Nebuchadnezzar’s boast was his attack of madness and his seclusion from
public affairs.
p. 78
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Gowan says:
Bertrand Russell wrote: “Every man would like to be God, if it were
possible; some few find it difficult to admit the impossibility” (Russell 1938, 11).
p. 82

Showers says:
As Nebuchadnezzar looked out over the city of Babylon his heart
swelled with pride. He boasted that he himself had made Babylon the
greatest city on earth by the might of his own power. He declared that he
had made Babylon so magnificent in order to glorify himself. The king was
on an ego trip. He was a classic illustration of man exalting over what he can
do himself apart from God.
p. 45
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Boice says:
Let me show what happens when men and women take the glory of God
to themselves. You have it in Romans 1, where God says he gives men up.
When he gives them up, he does not give them up to nothing. Rather, he gives
them up to the working out of the moral laws of the universe that he has
established, and these laws decree that if you will not have God and therefore
will not have truth, holiness, justice, righteousness, and all the other good gifts
that have come from him, you will inevitably have the opposite. The first
chapter of Romans shows that when men turned from God, God turned from
men and they inevitably went downhill.
God gave them up to the uncleanness, first of all (v. 24). Paul has in
mind all kinds of uncleanness but especially sexual uncleanness. Second, he
gave them up to vile affections (v. 26). This means sexual perversions. Third,
he gave them up to a reprobate mind (v. 28).
Would you not think that a reprobate mind should come first? Years ago
I would have thought perhaps that the order was not quite right, or at least I
would not have understood it. But I do not think that way anymore. The
reason I do not think that way anymore is that I now recognize that this is the
way depravity progresses. First there is uncleanness. For example, fornication
and adultery. After this come sexual perversions: prostitution and
homosexuality. Then what? What follows is a reprobate mind, whereby men
and women, who should be ashamed of the things they are doing, say instead,
“Not only are we doing these things and will continue to do them, but we
consider that these things are right and demand that you recognize that they
are right.” That is the progression in Romans 1.
p. 53
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Stortz says:
In his book Mere Christianity C.S. Lewis writes more about pride.

p. 67

I have heard people admit that they are bad-tempered, or that they
cannot keep their heads about girls or drink, or even that they are
cowards. I do not think I have ever heard anyone who was not a
Christian accuse himself of this vice [pride]. There is no fault which
makes a man more unpopular, and no fault which we are more
unconscious of in ourselves. And the more we have it ourselves, the
more we dislike it in others. Christians are right: it is pride which has
been the chief cause of misery in every nation and every family since
the world began. Other vices may sometimes bring people together:
you may find good fellowship and jokes and friendliness among
drunken people or unchaste people. But pride always means enmity —
it is enmity. And not only between man and man, but enmity to God.5

Bill Gates’ and Warren Buffett’s Competitiveness
Sharon Osberg is a two-time world bridge champion. Her partners include
high-powered executives Warren Buffett and Bill Gates. She describes the
playing styles of the two men as aggressive. Gates approaches bridge
scientifically, reasoning through problems. Buffett is more intuitive and
computes probabilities on the fly.
Osberg says, “Neither of these guys likes to lose. Warren and I were playing
against his sister and brother-in-law . . . and we were losing. Warren’s sister
wanted to frame the score sheet. So Warren ate it.”
Citation: Sharon Osberg, “Trump Bill Gates and Warren Buffett,”
Business 2.0 (December 2003), p.89
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(Be Quoted: From A to Z with Warren W. Wiersbe edited by James R. Adair)
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books. Copyright – Warren W. Wiersbe,
2000.
Selfishness
When the enemy fails in his attacks from the outside, he then begins to
attack from within; and one of his favorite weapons is selfishness. If he can
get us thinking only about ourselves and what we want, then he will win the
victory before we realize that he is even at work.
Selfishness means putting myself at the center of everything and
insisting on getting what I want when I want it. It means exploiting others
so I can be happy and taking advantage of them just so I can have my own
way. It is not only wanting my own way but expecting everybody else to want
my way too. Why are selfish people so miserable? I think Thomas Merton
said it best: “To consider persons and events and situations only in the light
of their effect upon myself is to live on the doorstep of hell.”
p. 148

TWO PROUD RULERS
What did King Nebuchadnezzar of ancient Babylon and Nikolai Ceausescu of
present-day Romania have in common? Both were ruthless dictators who fell
after boldly exalting themselves.
Nebuchadnezzar brazenly declared that he had built the great city of
Babylon by his own power and for the honor of his majesty. God humbled
him by driving him into the wilderness with a mental illness.
Ceausescu, after years of cruelly persecuting Christians and killing all
potential threats to his power, instructed the National Opera to produce a
song in his honor that included these words: “Ceausescu is good, righteous,
and holy.” He wanted this song to be sung on his 72nd birthday on January
26, 1990, but on December 25, 1989, he and his wife were executed.
Although his overthrow was part of the anti-communist revolution that
swept through eastern Europe, many Christians see his sudden downfall as
an act of God. One Romanian, Peter Dugulescu, said that it was “because he
took for himself the glory of God.”
(From InfoSearch 3.51)

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

65

300 Men Confess Pride
During the Great Awakening, when the Spirit of God revived much of our
nation’s early faith, Jonathan Edwards was presiding over a massive prayer
meeting. Eight hundred men prayed with him.
Into that meeting a woman sent a message asking the men to pray for her
husband. The note described a man who had become unloving, prideful, and
difficult.
Edwards read the message in private and then, thinking that perhaps the
man described was present, made a bold request. Edwards read the note to
the 800 men. Then he asked if the man who had been described would raise
his hand, so that the whole assembly could pray for him. Three hundred men
raised their hands.
Citation: Bryan Chapell, Holiness By Grace, (Crossway, 2001), p. 80.
Used by permission of Crossway Books, a division of Good News Publishers,
Wheaton, Illinois
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

Ego in Charge
Ashleigh Brilliant, that odd vestige of the seventies who scribbled his offbeat
humor on hippie postcards, once penned: “All I ask of life is a constant and
exaggerated sense of my own importance.”
Citation: James D. Berkley, “Eleven-gallon Head,” Leadership Weekly (10-3-02)
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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“Titanic”: A Symbol of Human Frailty
The blockbuster Titanic depicts the tragedy of the Titanic, known as the
“unsinkable ship” and a marvel of modern engineering. It was “the largest
moving object ever made by the hand of man in all history.” In size, speed,
and luxury, it was the pinnacle of human achievement. As a triumph of
ingenuity, the great ship deserved admiration, but the limits of ingenuity and
the folly of trusting it is the crux of the tragedy.
The story follows street-smart Jack Dawson (Leonardo DiCaprio) from a
poker game where he wins a ticket on the Titanic to his frantic race to catch
the ship. Dawson is bright, talented, and likable, and the audience is
positioned to expect a rags-to-riches story. In a sense, Dawson is like the
Titanic—the best of humanity pulsating with potential.
His first day aboard, having explored the ship in high spirits, Dawson makes his
way to the extreme front of the top deck. The day is beautiful, with crystal-clear
skies, calm waters, and invigorating sunshine. Far below, where the bow of the
Titanic cuts through the water, dolphins race the ship. In rapid succession, the
scene cuts to the noisy engine room where fire powers the boilers, to the serene
captain at the bridge who stands watch in secure triumph, and back to Dawson
who whoops for joy. The audience is caught up in a mosaic of power, security,
and exhilaration. As the triumphal music swells, Dawson climbs a railing to
hang over the edge as far as possible. Like a carved figure on the prow of an old
sailing vessel, he embodies all that the ship stands for. He raises both arms and
“flies” over the waves. As the power of the ship exhilarates the street kid, he
shouts, “I’m the king of the world!”
The irony of the scene is that this “king’s” vessel is going down, and the
“king” himself will die with it. The glory of humanity is exhilarating—“He
has made us a little lower than the angels”—but that exhilaration must
always be tempered by another truth—we are like grass, fragile and
insubstantial.
Elapsed time: Measured from the beginning of the opening credit, this scene begins
at 00:31:30 and ends at 00:33:45.
Content: Titanic is rated PG-13 for nudity, violence, and profanity.

Citation: Titanic (Paramount, 1997), rated PG-13, written and directed by James Cameron;
submitted by Jeff Arthurs, South Hamilton, Massachusetts

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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v. 31 The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, “This is
what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority
has been taken from you.

Peterson paraphrases verse 31:
The words were no sooner out of his mouth than a voice out of
heaven spoke, “This is the verdict on you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your
kingdom is taken from you.
p. 1590

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
As the king was boasting of his accomplishments while walking on the
roof (apparently a flat roof, common in those days) of his royal palace . . .
a voice . . . from heaven . . . announced his judgment.
p. 1343
“THE WORDS WERE STILL ON HIS LIPS” when HEAVEN RESPONDS.
Genesis 2:15-17
The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work
it and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are
free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will
surely die.”
Acts 12:23
And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he did not
give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died.
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Luke 12:19, 20
And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many
years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ But God said
to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now
who will own what you have prepared?’
That “VOICE . . . FROM HEAVEN” said:
“THIS IS WHAT IS DECREED FOR YOU, KING
NEBUCHADNEZZAR: YOUR ROYAL AUTHOIRTY HAS BEEN
TAKEN FROM YOU.”
Make no mistake about this, God is the one who gives it and He is also the
one who can take it away.
Psalm 75:6, 7
No one from the east or the west
or from the desert can exalt a man.
But it is God who judges:
He brings one down, he exalts another.

Boice says:
Do you see what I am saying? If we will not have God, there is no
point at which we can stop in the moral decline. God is the only one who can
hold his creatures up and remold them by grace into the image of Jesus
Christ. Therefore, if we will not have him and instead turn to our own way,
we will go down, down, down individually and nationally as well. That is
happening. It is happening here and elsewhere in the world.
p. 55

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

69

Haskell says:
When God can not save men in prosperity, he brings upon them
adversity. If in all this they reject God, then they bring upon themselves
destruction.
p. 58

Phillips & Vines say:
While those words were still in the king’s mouth, a voice from heaven
spoke. Like a thunderbolt, judgment fell. The kingdom departed from him.
It is a warning for everyone. You keep saying no to Christ, keep on
rejecting God’s merciful appeals to your soul, and one day God’s judgment
clock in heaven will strike the judgment day for you. It may come while the
wrong words are in your mouth.
p. 72

Gaebelein says:
Oh how we should beware in these evil days of pride and self-exaltation.
With this the child of God steps upon the territory of the enemy. May we not
seek great things and be in that which feeds our proud hearts, but lowly at
his feet, be clothed with humility.
pp. 51-52

Miller says:
While the boastful words were still coming out of the king’s mouth,
a voice from heaven pronounced judgment upon him. Evidently this was an
audible announcement (at least to the king). The voice, probably of an angel,
declared that heaven had “decreed” his judgment. It was as good as done.
p. 141
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Wiersbe says:
A solemn voice from heaven interrupted the king’s egotistical
meditations and announced that the time of probation had ended and
judgment was about to fall. We never know when God’s voice will speak or
His hand touch our lives. Whether it’s the call of Moses in Midian (Ex. 3), the
drafting of Gideon to lead the army (Jud. 6), the opportunity of David to kill a
giant (1 Sam. 17), the summons to the four fishermen to leave all and follow
Christ (Matt. 4:18-22), or the warning that life has come to an end (Luke
12:16-21), God has ever right to break into our lives and speak to us.
p. 55

Young says:
When pride fills the heart of the king and manifests itself in his utterance,
the divine voice is heard within, and the prophecy begins its fulfilment.
p. 110

Fyall says:
The voice from heaven is a deliberate contrast to the words of the king and
simply overrules and indeed removes his authority. He is to experience the
futility of earthly sovereignty and how utterly dependent he is on the action
of God.
p. 70

Baldwin says:
By ignoring all warning Nebuchadrezzar brought disaster upon
himself. His own boasting was interrupted by a voice from heaven,
understood to be that of God . . . addressed to the king by name.
p. 115

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

71

Hershiser’s Source of Success
For two months in 1988, Orel Hershiser was perhaps the best pitcher ever.
From late August through the World Series, he had an ERA of 0.60 and led
the Dodgers to an improbable world championship. A Christian for only a
few years, Hershiser spoke of his Savior in interviews and knelt on the
mound in thanks after one World Series victory.
But this wasn’t the first time Hershiser had thrown so well. While pitching
in the minor leagues at San Antonio a few years earlier, he had also
fashioned a 0.60 ERA going into June.
“I got caught up in the scouting reports, what I read in the papers, and the
phone calls from the Dodgers,” he recalls. “I stopped praying. And I stopped
listening to God. I started going out with the guys and not really having a
focus on what I was supposed to be doing.”
By the time he was done with his next three pitching assignments,
Hershiser’s ERA had ballooned to 8.60.
“It was like God had come down from heaven and hit me over the head and
said, ‘You dummy. Remember Who got you here. Remember where your
abilities come from.’“
Citation: Dave Branon and Joe Pellegrino, Safe at Home (Moody, 1992)
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
1 Kings 13:4, 5
When King Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out against the
altar at Bethel, he stretched out his hand from the altar and said,
“Seize him!” But the hand he stretched out toward the man shriveled
up, so that he could not pull it back. Also, the altar was split apart and
its ashes poured out according to the sign given by the man of God by
the word of the Lord.
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Genesis 19:12-14
The two men said to Lot, “Do you have anyone else here—sons-in-law,
sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs to you? Get
them out of here, because we are going to destroy this place. The
outcry to the Lord against its people is so great that he has sent us to
destroy it.” So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were
pledged to marry his daughters. He said, “Hurry and get out of this
place, because the Lord is about to destroy the city!” But his sons-inlaw thought he was joking.
Genesis 19:27, 28
Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place
where he had stood before the Lord. He looked down toward Sodom
and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and he saw dense
smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace.
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v. 32 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals;
you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until
you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of
men and gives them to anyone he wishes.”

Peterson paraphrases verse 32:
You will be driven out of human company and live with the wild
animals. You will eat grass like an ox. The sentence is for seven
seasons, enough time to learn that the High God rules human
kingdoms and puts whomever he wishes in charge.”
p. 1590
In this ANNOUNCEMENT OF JUDGMENT, there are FOUR PARTS:
1.

verse 31—“Your royal authority has been taken from you,”

2.

verse 32—“YOU WILL BE DRIVEN AWAY FROM PEOPLE,”

3.

verse 32—“[YOU] WILL LIVE WITH THE WILD ANIMALS,” and

4.

verse 32—“YOU WILL EAT GRASS LIKE CATTLE.”

The extent of his PUNISHMENT is going to be SEVEN YEARS:
“UNTIL YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE MOST HIGH IS
SOVEREIGN OVER THE KINGDOMS OF MEN AND GIVES THEM
TO ANYONE HE WISHES.”
Psalm 83:17, 18 (NLT)
Let them be ashamed and terrified forever.
Make them failures in everything they do,
until they learn that you alone are called the LORD,
that you alone are the Most High, supreme over all the earth.
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Blair asks the question:
What is the lesson to be learned? God makes it clear in verse 32. God
told Nebuchadnezzar his calamity was to continue “until thou know that the
most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He
will.” Nebuchadnezzar thought he was the ruler, ignoring the one true, holy
potentate. Though the Lord had been dealing with him for years and
revealing the fact of divine omnipotence, Nebuchadnezzar had closed his ears
to God’s gentle chidings. “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the
humble” (James 4:6). He promises further, “Humble yourselves in the sight
of the Lord, and He shall lift you up” (James 4:10).
It might be well to look into your own heart to be sure that you are
giving God all the honor He deserves. Can you say that the Lord is supreme
in your life? God has determined, “That no flesh should glory in His
presence” (1 Corinthians 1:29). It is He who deserves all the glory. Let us
confess every trace of pride, “That in all things He might have the
preeminence” (Colossians 1:18).
pp. 92-93

Gangel says:
The king had refused to acknowledge “that Heaven rules” (4:26) so he heard a
voice from heaven confirming the loss of the kingdom and the dreaded fate of
uncontrollable insanity. He was not carefully whisked from the palace in an
ambulance after his aides dialed 911; he was literally driven away from
people. In the ancient pagan world, people often treated insane people like
the person or object they claimed to be. If Nebuchadnezzar began acting like
a wild animal, he may have been placed in some zoological park or just
allowed to roam free wherever he wished to go.
The text does not tell us who assumed control of the kingdom for seven
years, but certainly Daniel had to be a leading candidate for that choice. He
was, in effect, the secretary of state or prime minister, and we know that
Nebuchadnezzar’s son Evil-Merodach did not take command during that
time. Some have speculated that Daniel’s love and care for his monarch led
to some carefully constructed and restricted area inside the palace grounds
where the demented king could roam out of the sight of his subjects.
pp. 114-115
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Gangel says further:
We can’t leave verse 32 without noticing the third recitation of a
phrase that carries this chapter and the entire book: the Most High is
sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes . . .
p. 115

(Closer Walk: 365 Daily Devotionals that Nurture a Heart for God by Bruce
H. Wilkinson) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – Walk Thru
the Bible Ministries, 1992.
Try as you might, nothing will turn sinners into saints until the seed of
sin has been eliminated. Hard work may increase the harvest, but it can’t
change the crop. C. S. Lewis explains.

Walk with C. S. Lewis

“The terrible thing, the almost impossible thing, is to hand over your
whole self—all your wishes and precautions—to Christ.
“But it is far easier than what we are all trying to do instead. For
what we are trying to do is to remain what we call ‘ourselves,’ to keep
personal happiness as our great aim in life, and yet at the same time be
‘good.’ We are all trying to let our mind and heart go their own way—
centered on money or pleasure or ambition—and hoping, in spite of this, to
behave honestly and humbly.
“And that is exactly what Christ warned [that we] could not do. As He
said, a thistle cannot produce figs. If I am a field that contains nothing but
grass seed, I cannot produce wheat. Cutting the grass may keep it short, but
I shall still produce grass and no wheat. If I want to produce wheat, the
change must go deeper than the surface. I must be plowed up and resown.”
p. 294
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(Brokenness: The Heart God Revives by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL:
Moody Press. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2002.

The lofty looks of man shall be humbled,
The haughtiness of men shall be bowed down,
And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.
For the day of the Lord of hosts
Shall come upon everything proud and lofty,
Upon everything lifted up—
And it shall be brought low.

Isaiah 2:11-12

What is the alternative? Choose the pathway of brokenness. Jennifer
Kennedy Dean encourages us to see the difficult circumstances of our lives as
“crucifixion moments”:
Every time you are confronted with a crucifixion moment, choose to lay
down your self-life. Choose to surrender your pride, your expectations,
your rights, your demands. Choose the way of the cross. Let someone
else get the credit you deserve; forego the opportunity to have the last
word; die to the demands of your flesh.2
2. Jennifer Kennedy Dean, He Restores My Soul: A Forty-Day Journey Toward Personal
Renewal (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1999), 33.

p. 140
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v. 33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled.
He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle. His body
was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the
feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.

Peterson paraphrases verse 33:
It happened at once. Nebuchadnezzar was driven out of human
company, ate grass like an ox, and was soaked in heaven’s dew. His
hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a
hawk.
p. 1590

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
As predicted, the king lived like an animal in the field, eating grass
like cattle. (Later Daniel added that the king lived with wild donkeys, 5:21.)
His body was drenched with . . . dew . . . his hair grew long like an eagle’s
feathers . . . and his nails grew like a bird’s claws. He gave no attention to
his bodily appearance. Perhaps, because of his royal position,
Nebuchadnezzar was hidden in a secluded park so his true condition could be
hidden from the populace. Also in the king’s absence Daniel may have played
a major role in preserving the kingdom and possibly in preventing anyone
from killing the king.
p. 1343

Fyall says:
To such a pathetic and ignoble state was the great king reduced. Too much
time should not be spent on trying to work out the precise medical and
theological symptoms; the emphasis is on the utter helplessness and
humiliation of Nebuchadnezzar.
p. 70
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Baldwin says:
The pathetic condition of the erstwhile king, dishevelled and unkempt
among the animals, brings to an end the account in the third person.
p. 115

Wiersbe says:
It’s likely that Daniel and the other officers managed the affairs of the
kingdom during the king’s seven years of discipline, so that when the king
returned to the throne, the found everything in good order. That in itself was
a strong witness to Nebuchadnezzar of God’s grace and Daniel’s faithfulness.
p. 55

Phillips & Vines say:
God can bring us down. A person can make fun of the gospel all he
wants. He can laugh at the claims of Jesus Christ and think himself very
important. But all God has to do is touch one cell in that person’s brain and
he will become a babbling idiot.
p. 73

Dyer says:
God struck Nebuchadnezzar with insanity, and for seven years, the mighty
king ate grass like cattle. People chased him away, and his body was
drenched with the dew. His hair grew “like the feathers of an eagle” and his
nails “like the claws of a bird” . . .
Nebuchadnezzar’s punishment lasted until he admitted that “the Most
High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he
wishes” . . . Like his predecessors at the tower of Babel, the king of Babylon
learned that his greatest achievements fell far short when measured against
God’s majesty.
pp. 114-15
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Feinberg says:
It is generally agreed that this disorder was a mania known as lycanthropy.
The Babylonian historian Berosus confirms that Nebuchadnezzar suffered
from an illness at this time, and inscriptions indicate that this was a period
during which the king carried out no great public works.
p. 58

Leupold says:
Even as we may use the expression “the same hour” more loosely or
more accurately, so it apparently here means, not “after a while,” but
practically “in that very moment” as we have translated. His demented state
manifested itself so completely that it was no longer feasible to keep the
maniac in the presence of men; and since he behaved like an ox he had to be
treated as an ox. So he was driven from the presence of men.
pp. 200-201

Longman says:
The appropriateness of the affliction is noted by Fewell, who states: “A man
who thinks he is like a god must become a beast to learn that he is only a
human being.”17
p. 122
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Walvoord says:
Scripture draws a veil over most of the details of Nebuchadnezzar’s
period of trial. It is probably that Nebuchadnezzar was kept in the palace
gardens away from abuse by common people.26 Although given no care, he
was protected; and in his absence his counsellors, possibly led by Daniel
himself, continued to operate the kingdom efficiently. Although Scripture
does not tell us, it is reasonable to assume that Daniel himself had much to
do with the kind treatment and protection of Nebuchadnezzar. He, no doubt,
informed the counsellors of what the outcome of the dream would be and that
Nebuchadnezzar would return to sanity. In this, God must have inclined the
hearts of Nebuchadnezzar’s counsellors to cooperate, quite in contrast to
what is often the case in ancient governments when at the slightest sign of
weakness rulers were cruelly murdered. Nebuchadnezzar seems to have
been highly respected as a brilliant king by those who worked with him, and
this helped set the stage for his recovery.
p. 108

Ironside says:
Now in all this we see a picture of Gentile power in its alienation from
God and bestial character. What madness have not rulers and nations been
guilty of who have trampled the word of God beneath their feet and despised
His mercy and grace, refusing subjection to His government!
p. 70

IF HE WAGS HIS TAIL HE MUST BE HAPPY
Grady:

“Doctor, you’ve got to help my brother! He thinks he is a dog.”

Doc:

“How long has this been going on?”

Grady:

“Ever since he was a pup!”

(From InfoSearch 3.51)
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NOT QUITE EVERYONE
A farmer was in town at noon and went into a restaurant for a
hamburger and french fries. When he was served, he quietly bowed his head
and gave the Lord thanks for his food.
Some rough-looking young fellows at the next table saw him and
thought they would give him a hard time. One of them called out, “Hey,
farmer, does everyone do that out where you live”
“No, son,” answered the farmer, “the pigs and donkeys don’t.
(From InfoSearch 3.51)

There’s a pinch of the madman in every great man.
He sits not sure that sits too high.
When glory comes, memory departs.

—French proverb
—Unknown
—French proverb

“I wish I were honest enough to admit all my shortcomings: brilliant enough
to accept flattery without it making me arrogant.”
—Unknown
(From InfoSearch 3.51)
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Saddam Hussein’s Humiliation

Newsweek provided this description of the dethroned Saddam Hussein:
In a part of the world where pride and dignity mean everything, the
images were clearly intended to shame. A nameless doctor or medical
technician, wearing rubber gloves, was seen closely examining the
man’s hair, perhaps looking for vermin. Prodded with a tongue
depressor, the man opened his mouth; the doctor peered at the pink
flesh of his throat and scraped off a few cells for DNA identification.
Then the world saw the man’s face. Haggard, defeated . . . meek and
weak. The Glorious Leader, Direct Descendant of the Prophet, the
Lion of Babylon, the Father of the Two Lion Cubs, the Anointed One,
the Successor of Nebuchadnezzar, the Modern Saladin of Islam had
been brought low, forced to bow down . . . to contemplate his fate while
waiting to stand trial.
Citation: “How We Got Saddam,” Newsweek (12-22-03), pp. 23-24;
submitted by Stephen Nordbye, Charlton, Massachusetts

© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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v. 34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward
heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I
honored and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an
eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation.

Peterson paraphrases verse 34:
“At the end of the seven years, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked to heaven.
I was given my mind back and I blessed the High God, thanking and
glorifying God, who lives forever.
“His sovereign rule lasts and lasts,
his kingdom never declines and falls.
p. 1590

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles the remaining verses in the
passage:

THE KING’S RESTORATION (4:34-37)
p. 1343

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
When the seven years . . . had transpired . . . Nebuchadnezzar with his sanity
. . . restored . . . praised the Most High . . . The king who had sought honor
and glory for himself now acknowledged the Most High lives forever. The
king confessed that God’s dominion is . . . eternal, that His kingdom endures .
..
p. 1343
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At the end of the SEVEN YEAR PERIOD Nebuchadnezzar says he did
THREE THINGS:
1.

“I . . . RAISED MY EYES TOWARD HEAVEN,”

2.

“I PRAISED THE MOST HIGH,” and

3.

“I HONORED AND GLORIFIED HIM WHO LIVES
FOREVER.”

Walvoord says:
Although the previous narrative had been couched in the third person,
Nebuchadnezzar now returns to first person narrative. He records how he
lifted up his eyes to heaven and his understanding returned. Whether this
was simultaneous or casual is not stated, but looking to the heavens possibly
was the first step in his recognition of the God of heaven and gaining sane
perspective on the total situation.
p. 111

Longman says:
WE GET LITTLE insight into Nebuchadnezzar’s mental processes. But we are
told that the divine prescription works. At the appointed time (the end of the
“seven times,” . . . Nebuchadnezzar “raised [his] eyes toward heaven, and [his]
sanity was restored” . . . The action of looking toward heaven is obviously meant
as an acknowledgement of God’s ultimate superiority. Nebuchadnezzar now
understands his place in the scheme of things. He may indeed be powerful
relative to the rest of humanity, but he is far from the most powerful being in
the universe. Even more important, he understands, at least momentarily, that
whatever power he does enjoy is as a gift from God.
p. 122
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Phillips & Vines say:
People return to sanity when they being to look up. “I will lift up mine eyes
until the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord”
(Psalm 121:1). It is a great day in anyone’s life when they stop living like an
animal and start living like a human being, when they look up toward
heaven to the God who can change anyone’s life.
p. 73

They say further:
That is what happened to the prodigal son. He was living like an
animal. Have you ever stared into the face of a hog? The prodigal son did.
He was living with the hogs. Finally, the Bible says, “he came to himself.”
Then he said, “I will arise and go to my father.”
p. 73

Fyall says:
The phrase at the end of that time underlines an important theme of the book,
i.e. that precise times are determined by God. In this case, when the judgment
had worked, it was not needlessly prolonged. The king has learned his lesson
and now, as he looks up, his reason, his well-being and his throne are restored
to him. His song of praise is no conventional hymn. It springs from a new view
of reality. Boasting of his own unapproachable greatness had led to him
degenerating to a subhuman level. Sanity returned when he acknowledged his
creatureliness. Only God’s power is irresistible and enduring.
p. 71

Gangel says:
How interesting that Daniel tells us Nebuchadnezzar raised his eyes
toward heaven. As if on cue, the time of punishment ended, and this pitiful
creature, stimulated by divine impulse, looked upward for deliverance. We
notice also that the third-person narrative concludes and Nebuchadnezzar
once again spoke for himself. God healed his mind, and, in good biblical form,
he used it first for praise.
p. 115
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Miller says:
Now the account reverts to first person, and Nebuchadnezzar
continues his personal testimony. At the end of the seven years, the king
raised his eyes toward heaven, an act of submission, surrender, and
acknowledgement of his need for the Most High God. Yahweh had proven he
was truly the sovereign Lord and could humble the greatest king on earth.
God observed Nebuchadnezzar’s simple gesture of humility and repentance
and graciously restored his “sanity” (“knowledge, power of knowing”). Then
the king “praised” God as sovereign (“the Most High”) and “honored” and
“glorified” him as the eternal One (“him who lives forever”).
p. 143

Stortz wrote:
C.S. Lewis wrote:

p. 68

In God you come up against something which is in every respect
immeasurably superior to yourself. Unless you know God as that —
and, therefore, you know yourself as nothing in comparison — you do
not know God at all. As long as you are proud you cannot know God.
A proud man is always looking down on things and people: and, of
course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see something that
is above you.6

Lucas says:
Looking to heaven suggests seeking God’s aid, and so implicitly
acknowledging his kingship. This opens the way to restoration.
p. 113
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Spurgeon says:
I should not have taken his language as my text if it had not happened to be,
as it is, a most correct and vigorous statement of sublime doctrines which are
clearly stated by the Holy Spirit in different parts of Scripture. It is a
singular instance of how, when God comes to deal with men in afflicting
providences, He can make them clearly see many great truths concerning
Himself, and can constrain them to express their convictions in identically
the same way as they would have done if His own Spirit had dictated the
terms. There are certain parts of the divine character which even the
unspiritual man cannot avoid seeing; and after passing through certain
processes of suffering and humiliation, the man is compelling to add his
witness to the testimony of God’s Spirit with regard to the divine character.
p. 369

He says further:
This divine kingdom appeared very plainly to the once proud monarch
of Babylon, to be an everlasting one. The reign of the Everlasting extends as
other kingdoms cannot, “from generation to generation.” The mightiest king
inherits power and soon yields his sceptre to his successor; the Lord hath no
beginning of days nor end of years; predecessor or successor are words
inapplicable to Him.
p. 371
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Pentecost says:
Throughout the Scriptures there seems to be a contradiction in the line of
revelation concerning the kingdom over which God rules. On the one hand the
kingdom is viewed as eternal and on the other as temporal, with a definite
historical beginning, progress, and termination. Again it is depicted as both
universal and local. Further, it is seen to be the direct administration of the
sovereignty of God as well as the indirect administration through appointed
sovereigns. It thus becomes necessary to see that the kingdom over which God
rules has two separate aspects, the eternal and the temporal, the universal and
the local, the immediate and the mediated.
A.
The timeless aspect. There are passages of Scripture which
demonstrate the proposition that God has always possessed absolute
sovereignty and rules as king. . . .
God could not be rightly called a king without a recognized sovereignty and a
realm in which that sovereignty is exercised.
B.
The universal aspect. There is reference to the unlimited scope
of God’s sovereignty.

p. 428

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power and the glory,
and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in
the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou are exalted
as head above all. Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou
reignest over all . . . [1 Chron. 29:11-12].
The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his
kingdom ruleth over all [Ps. 103:19].
. . . the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to
whomsoever he will . . . [Dan. 4:17, 25, 32].

Ryrie says:
Christian theology acknowledges this concept of a universal kingdom
(though usually including angels in it which Judaism did not). God is Ruler
of the nations (Rev. 15:3), and ultimately they will answer to Him when He
judges them (Ps. 110:6).
In summary, in the universal kingdom God is the Ruler; He rules over
all; and He does it in all time and eternity.
p. 398
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Campbell says:
Since there was a dreary sameness about the seven years of the king’s
madness, the biblical account hastens on to their conclusion and to
Nebuchadnezzar’s restoration to sanity and to power.
The king himself described the three steps that led to his restoration . . .
(1) He raised his eyes to heaven, rather than continuing to look downward to
the earth as he had done these seven long years. (2) His understanding then
returned, indicating that the upward look was a silent acknowledgement of the
sovereignty of God, a token of his newfound sense of dependence and humility.
(3) He used his restored reason to bless, praise, and honor the Most High.
p. 52

PRAYER FOR WORLD RULERS
During World War II, Christians all over the world prayed for the overthrow
of Adolf Hitler. What happened? He committed several colossal military
blunders, rejecting the counsel of his experts. This contributed to his
eventual downfall. Yes, God answers prayers, even when we ask Him to
direct the thinking of evil men.
Here are some Biblical examples of God’s sovereignty too. Esther’s
heart was beating furiously as she approached her husband, the mighty king
of Persia. According to Persian law, she would be executed if he didn’t extend
his scepter to her. Pagan kings could be very fickle—and very heartless!
How she must have rejoiced when she saw the token of acceptance. Her
Jewish friends had fasted before the Lord (which scholars agreed
undoubtedly included prayer), and their efforts had not been in vain. Esther
very likely knew that God had often led heathen officials to make decisions
that favored His people. He had turned the heart of Pharaoh to Joseph (Gen.
41:37-45). He had induced a Babylonian officer to show special favor to
Daniel and his three friends (Dan. 1:9). He had given Nehemiah, who had
“prayed to the God of heaven,” favor with the king (Neh. 2:4-6).
(From InfoSearch 3.51)
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(Just Give Me Jesus by Anne Graham Lotz) Nashville, TN: W Publishing
Group / Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Anne Graham Lotz, 2000.
. . . I wonder how many opportunities to meet the needs of others God has
given me when I was:
too self-absorbed,
too self-centered,
too self-conscious,
too self-defensive,
too self-pitying,
too self-protecting,
to notice.
Who would be helped, who would have his or her needs met, if, as we
“went along,” we just opened our eyes and really saw those around us?
p. 176

(A Man of Faith: The Spiritual Journey of George W. Bush by David Aikman)
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – David Aikman, 2004.

When you turn your heart and your life over to Christ, when you accept Christ
as the Savior, it changes your heart. It changes your life. And that’s what
happened to me.
—GEORGE W. BUSH

p. 1

James Thurber on Lessons to Learn Before Dying
“All human beings should try to learn, before they die, what they are running
from, and to, and why.”
—American writer and humorist James Thurber (1894-1961)
Citation: Rubel Shelly, Nashville, Tennessee
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(Write ‘Em Roughshod: Life ‘N Such Like by Peggy Godfrey) Crestone, CO:
MediaChaos. Copyright – Peggy Godfrey, 1994.
A MIRACLE
Last spring I began riding two herds of cows who were calving. An icy,
muddy, windy seven weeks kept me on horseback and regular at checking for
difficult births, abandoned and sick babies. Both my dogs went with me,
staying back when I needed to ride close to cows with new calves. By the
time the weather warmed both herds were accustomed to seeing the dogs.
Later, when moving cattle from pasture to pasture, the dogs helped me
herd. Kay, a border collie works the cattle gentle and with finesse. Her
attentive responses to my commands are instant. Dingo stays by my horse
until directed to help. Her style is on the order of a guided missile. After a
couple of successful maneuvers, Dingo grew deaf to my commands. Her zeal
to move the herd with nipping and barking took precedence over obedience.
One morning I hollered and threatened to make sausage out of her too
many times to suit me. Next day I left her home. She moaned, sulked, and
pouted. On the third day I let her go with me again. What a miracle! her
deafness was completely healed!! Obedient, attentive—she developed into
dependable help.
Herding is an inborn trait in many breeds of dogs. Town and city
living, as well as a non-working rural life, can be extremely frustrating to
these animals. This accounts for a great deal of the mischief they cause.
Whether man or beast, finding the best work to express innate abilities
and energy results in effective living, resonates with freedom.
p. 25
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v. 35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he
pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one
can hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?”

Peterson paraphrases verse 35:
Life on this earth doesn’t add up to much,
but God’s heavenly army keeps everything going.
No one can interrupt his work,
no one can call his rule into question.
p. 1590
A KEY PHRASE in recognizing His sovereignty, “HE DOES AS HE
PLEASES WITH”:
1.

“THE POWERS OF HEAVEN” and

2.

“THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH.”

Not only does He do “AS HE PLEASES,” but:
“NO ONE CAN HOLD BACK HIS HAND OR SAY TO HIM: ‘WHAT
HAVE YOU DONE?’”

Miller says:
None has the wisdom or might to challenge the power or actions of the
omnipotent and omniscient God.
p. 143

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

93

J. Vernon McGee says:
Nebuchadnezzar has learned now that God is running things, that He is in
control of this universe. Nebuchadnezzar accepted this thing that had come
to him as the will of God for him, yielding his proud mind to the will of God.
That is what a great many believers need to do today.
p. 556

Spurgeon says:
Nebuchadnezzar, humbled before God, uses, in the third place, extraordinary
language with regard to the nothingness of mankind. “All the inhabitants of
the earth are reputed as nothing.” This is Nebuchadnezzar, but his words
are confirmed by Isaiah, “Behold the nations are as a drop of a bucket,” the
unnoticed drop which remains in the bucket after it has been emptied into
the trough, or the drip which falls from it as it is uplifted from the well, a
thing too inconsiderable to be worthy of notice. “And are counted as the
small dust of the balance”; as the dust which falls upon scales, but is not
sufficient to affect the balance in any degree whatever.
p. 371

He says further:
So also says Isaiah: “Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the
potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to Him
that fashioneth it, What makest thou? or Thy work, He hath no hands?”
Man is powerless, then, to resist the fiat of God. Usually he does not know
God’s design, although he blunderingly thinks he does: often in opposing that
apparent design, he fulfils the secret design of God against his will. If man
did know God’s design, and should set himself with all his might against it,
yet as the chaff cannot resist the wind, as it is not possible for the wax to
resist the fire, so neither can man effectually resist the absolute will and
sovereign good pleasure of the Most High.
p. 373
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Thus he acknowledged God’s sovereign authority.
Nebuchadnezzar also acknowledged God’s irresistible will: He does as
He pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. Also the
king confessed that man is answerable to God, not God to man, for no one can
stop God and no one has a right to question Him . . .
p. 1343

A FLY AND GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY
Man cannot thwart the sovereign purposes of God. Heathen nations tried to
destroy Israel, the nation through which the Redeemer would be born, but
the Lord intervened to preserve His people. Sometimes He did this through a
dramatic display of His power, like dividing the Red Sea or opening the earth
to swallow Israel’s enemies (Deut. 11:2-6). At other times He used small,
natural means, such as attacking hornets (Josh. 24:12). In either case, His
will was accomplished.
John Wesley was holding a meeting in a small town, and an ungodly
man who was fond of music decided to attend. He wanted to hear the “good
singing,” but he planned to stop listening when Wesley began to preach. He
sat quietly until the song service ended. Then he covered his ears. Suddenly
a fly landed on his nose. He tried to shake it off, but to no avail. The tickling
effect was so irritating that he finally had to use one hand to shoo away the
insect. At that precise moment Wesley was quoting Jesus’ words, “He who
has ears to hear, let him hear!” Startled, the unbeliever kept listening, and
through the gospel message he was converted. God had used a fly to reach a
rebellious sinner!
(From InfoSearch 3.51)
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(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space Shuttle Columbia
Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn Husband with Donna VanLiere)
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Evelyn Husband, 2003.
When God leads through valleys of trouble,
His omnipotent hand we can trace;
For the trials and sorrows He sends us
Are valuable lessons of grace.
p. 29

—Anonymous

(Love Beyond Reason by John Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Copyright – John Ortberg, 1998.
God did not create us out of need. He created us out of his love.
C.S. Lewis wrote, “God, who needs nothing, loves into existence wholly
superfluous creatures in order that He may love and perfect them.”
But the full extent of God’s love was shown not so much when he chose
to create us. It was shown when we had become sinful and unlovely.
p. 16
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(Cowboy Songs—Compact Disk Michael Martin Murphey) © 1990 Warner
Bros. Records Inc. (Don Cook / Chick Rains) Cross Keys Pub. Co., Inc.
(CBS Music Group) Terrace Music (A Div. of Terrace Entertainment
Corp.) ASCAP
Cowboy Pride
Friend I’m writin’ you this letter
And it’s a long time overdue
You’re thinking just mind your own business
I wouldn’t blame you if you do
You know our range is gettin’ smaller
Hear you’re all busted up inside
But it ain’t the broncos that’ll kill ya
It’s just that damned old cowboy pride.

Chorus:

Cowboy pride can always get a man through
But cowboy pride will make a fool of you
Good women are hard to find
I’m talkin’ about the faithful kind.
I hear you’re runnin’ with that waitress
And she’s underage and wild
You know your wife’s the best there is son
Would you move in with that child
She stuck with you through the hard times
Think of all the nights she cried
Will she be another victim
Of that same ole cowboy pride.
I guess it’s time to close my letter
Just something that I had to do
You know I made the same mistake once
Before she fell in love with you
So go home to your wife and family
It’s time to put the past aside
So you don’t end up like me now
Nothing left but cowboy pride.

Chorus
Don’t end up like me now
With nothing left but cowboy pride.
(Track 11)
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“My Way”
And now, the end is near;
And so I face the final curtain.
My friend, I’ll say it clear,
I’ll state my case, of which I’m certain.
I’ve lived a life that’s full.
I’ve traveled each and ev’ry highway;
But more, much more than this,
I did it my way.
Regrets, I’ve had a few;
But then again, too few to mention.
I did what I had to do
And saw it through without exemption.
I planned each charted course;
Each careful step along the byway,
But more, much more than this,
I did it my way.
Yes, there were times, I’m sure you knew
When I bit off more than I could chew.
But through it all, when there was doubt,
I ate it up and spit it out.
I faced it all and I stood tall;
And did it my way.
I’ve loved, I’ve laughed and cried.
I’ve had my fill; my share of losing.
And now, as tears subside,
I find it all so amusing.
To think I did all that;
And may I say—not in a shy way,
”No, oh no not me,
I did it my way.”
For what is a man, what has he got?
If not himself, then he has naught.
To say the things he truly feels;
And not the words of one who kneels.
The record shows I took the blows—
And did it my way!
(Lyrics found at http://www.vex.net/~buff/sinatra/cgi/arch.cgi/My_Way)
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(Age Doesn’t Matter Unless You’re a Cheese by Kathryn & Ross Petras) New
York, NY: Workman Publishing. Copyright – Kathryn & Ross Petras,
2002.
Now, supposing the caterpillars have an annual meeting, the local society of
caterpillars. . . . And . . . an older caterpillar says, “You know, it’s an
extraordinary thing, but we are all going to be butterflies.” “Okay,” the
caterpillars say, “you poor fool, you are just an old man who is frightened of
dying; you’re inventing something to comfort yourself.” But these are all the
things that people say to me when I say I am looking forward to dying
because I know that I am going to go into eternity. You see?
JOURNALIST MALCOLM MUGGERIDGE
p. 152
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v. 36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor
were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and
nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became
even greater than before.

Peterson paraphrases verse 36:
At the same time that I was given back my mind, I was also
given back my majesty and splendor, making my kingdom shine. All
the leaders and important people came looking for me. I was
reestablished as king in my kingdom and became greater than ever.
p. 1590
Job 42:12
The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first. He
had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of
oxen and a thousand donkeys.
Ephesians 3:20
Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we
ask or think, according to the power that works within us,
Verse 34 begins with the phrase:
“At the end of that time.”
Now, verse 36 begins with the phrase:
“AT THE SAME TIME.”

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

100

What a work God has performed in Nebuchadnezzar’s life:
1.

“MY SANITY WAS RESTORED,”
2.

“MY HONOR AND SPLENDOR WAS RETURNED,”
3.

“THE GLORY OF MY KINGDOM,”
4.

“MY ADVISERS AND NOBLES SOUGHT ME OUT,”
5.

“I WAS RESTORED TO MY THRONE,” and
6.

“[I] BECAME EVEN GREATER THAN BEFORE.”
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
The king’s acknowledgment of God’s right to rule . . . brought about the
restoration of the king’s sanity . . . and a restoration of his throne. Having
been humbled before God, Nebuchadnezzar rose to greater heights of honor
than he had known when he walked in pride. He said he praised, exalted,
and glorified the King of heaven . . . These verbs indicate continued action,
suggesting that Nebuchadnezzar did these things habitually. These verbs
embody the ideas of reverence, respect, honor, admiration, and worship.
Since Nebuchadnezzar said that these attitudes characterized his life,
many have concluded that he experienced regeneration, becoming a child of
God. Nebuchadnezzar did confess that what God had done in dealing with
him was right and just. This is certainly not acknowledged by one who
continues in rebellion against God. The king also admitted that he had
walked in pride . . . but had been humbled by his experience. This too would
testify to a transformation in Nebuchadnezzar’s character through a
newfound knowledge of God.
There seems to be prophetic significance in this incident as well as in
the one in chapter 3. Even though God has appointed Gentiles to a place of
prominence in His program during the times of the Gentiles, yet most nations
and people walk in rebellion against God. This attitude is graphically
described in Psalm 2:1-3. God will deal with the nations to humble them and
bring them into subjection to Himself. One purpose of the Tribulation, which
will immediately precede Christ’s second coming, will be to humble the
nations and bring them to the point of subjection of Christ’s authority. At the
conclusion of God’s judgments, described in Revelation 6-19, Jesus Christ, the
victorious Rider on the white horse, will descend from heaven and smite the
nations. Then an angel will announce that “the kingdom of the world has
become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ and He will reign forever
and ever” . . . God’s judgment on Nebuchadnezzar, designed to subject him to
God’s authority, seems to prefigure God’s judgment on the nations to subject
them to the authority of the One who has been given the right to rule.
pp. 1343-4

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

102

Walvoord says:
It is probably that Daniel was instrumental in maintaining the kingdom
during the seven years of the king’s insanity and also assuring the king’s
court that when he came to the end of the period he would be restored.
Ordinarily, if something like this had happened, his enemies would have had
a conspiracy and killed the king. Nebuchadnezzar closed his decree with this
statement, “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of
heaven, because everything He does is right and all His ways are just. And
those who walk in pride He is able to humble” . . . This chapter makes clear
that Gentile power is subject to the will of God and will eventually be
destroyed.
pp. 222-23

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

103

WAKE-UP CALLS
A strong, young brute often swaggered around town boasting that he
could walk a barbed wire fence in his bare feet with a wildcat under each
arm. So goes the story according to the Iron County Miner. The braggart got
a rude awakening, however, when he married a strong-willed little lady who
made him wash the dishes twice a day.
Another rude awakening occurred when a platoon sergeant roused a
new recruit after his first night in an army barracks. “It’s four-thirty!”
bellowed the sergeant. “Four-thirty!” gasped the rookie. “Man, you’d better
go to bed. We have a big day tomorrow!”
We are all inclined to dream our way through life until someone or
something confronts us with the real world. For Nebuchadnezzar, king of
ancient Babylon, the wake-up call lacked humor. Before his encounter with
God, he thought he had life well in hand. Suddenly he found himself on his
hands and knees eating grass like an animal (Daniel 4:33). After 7 long years
(v.32) he learned that in the real world everyone must live under authority,
everyone is on God’s time, and everything we possess is a gift from His
gracious hand.
Father, wake us up today. Make us aware of what it means to live
under Your wise and loving authority. —Mart De Haan

When life is all sunshine and days are bright,
Our thoughts of the Lord may take wings of flight;
But God is still ruler, His kingdom stands,
And we all are subject to His commands. —K. De Haan
A person who thinks too much of himself
thinks too little of God.

(From Our Daily Bread, Friday, May 7, 2004)
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The Serenity Prayer
by Reinhold Niebuhr
(1892-1971)
God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change;
Courage to change the things I can;
And wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time,
Accepting hardship as the pathway to peace.
Taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is,
Not as I would have it.
Trusting that You will make all things right,
If I surrender to Your will,
That I may be reasonably happy in this life,
And supremely happy with You forever in the next.
(Received via e-mail from Pat Hawkins, June 8, 2004)
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v. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of
heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just.
And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.

Peterson paraphrases verse 37:
And that’s why I’m singing—I, Nebuchadnezzar—singing and praising
the King of Heaven:
“Everything he does is right,
and he does it the right way.
He knows how to turn a proud person
into a humble man or woman.”
p. 1590
Nebuchadnezzar testifies here that he does THREE THINGS. He:
1.

PRAISES,

2.

EXALTS, and

3.

GLORIFIES “THE KING OF HEAVEN.”

He then states the REASON why he does these THREE THINGS.
“BECAUSE”:
1.

“EVERYTHING HE DOES IS RIGHT,”

2.

“ALL HIS WAYS ARE JUST,” and

3.

“THOSE WHO WALK IN PRIDE HE IS ABLE TO HUMBLE.”
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Matthew Henry says:
Whether he continued in the same good mind that here he seems to have
been in we are not told. If our charity may reach so far as to hope he did, we
must admire free grace, by which he lost his wits for a while, that he might
save his soul for ever.
p. 1090

Smith says:
This is the last Scripture record we have of Nebuchadnezzar. This decree
is dated in the authorized version, says Dr. Clarke, 563 B. C ., one year before
Nebuchadnezzar’s death; though some place the date of this decree seventeen
years before his death. Be this as it may, it is probable that he did not again
relapse into idolatry, but died in the faith of the God of Israel.
pp. 112-13

Phillips & Vines say:
With the words, “those that walk in pride he is able to abase,” Nebuchadnezzar
walked off the pages of scripture. The last we see of this pagan king is a
thoroughly converted man praising God with all his heart and soul.
pp. 73-74
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Boice says:
Nebuchadnezzar, I think, finally got the message, because at the very
end of Daniel 4 he confesses that the God whom earlier he had called Daniel’s
God is now his God as well. Notice verse 34: “My sanity was restored. Then I
praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.” Then
verse 37, which contains the very last words we hear from Nebuchadnezzar:
“Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven,
because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who
walk in pride he is able to humble.”
God is not only able to humble them; he does humble them. But as we
humble ourselves, we find ourselves exalted in the role God has called us to
fill, that of light bearers, reflectors of the glory of God. We find that God uses
people as inconspicuous and unimpressive as ourselves to bring people, even
like Nebuchadnezzar, to the knowledge of himself.
p. 56

Fyall says:
His providence is at work in all of human life and he is answerable to no one.
And what he does is not simply brute force, rather he is fair and opposed to
the arrogant. So this remarkable last glimpse of Nebuchadnezzar in this
book ends with his warning against pride which introduces us to a fatal
example of how the proud are humbled in Chapter 5.
p. 72

Miller says:
“Praise,” “exalt,” and “glory” are all participles in the original and here
indicate the king’s continual praise of the Lord. God is worthy of such praise
because everything he does is “right” . . . and “just” . . . By this the king
admitted that he had been proud and that God’s judgment of him had been
proper.
p. 144
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Miller says finally:
In the latter part of the chapter’s final verse, the moral lesson of the
story is presented, “And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.” This
episode illustrates the well-known proverb, “Pride goes before destruction,
a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov 16:18). The king had learned a painful
lesson. God hates pride and humbles those who will not acknowledge his
sovereignty over them. Persons who walk in pride today discover that this
cause-and-effect spiritual law continues to operate.
p. 144

Walvoord says:
On the basis of this experience, the question has been raised whether
Nebuchadnezzar ever placed faith in the God of Israel. Though opinions
vary, he does seem to have had a growing consciousness that the God of
Daniel was the true God as illustrated in the revelation of the four kingdoms
of the image in Daniel 2, his experience with the companions of Daniel in
Daniel 3, and now this personal experience where God made it clear to
Nebuchadnezzar that all his power and grandeur was subject to God’s
bestowal. It may be that in answer to Daniel’s prayers over may years
Nebuchadnezzar put his faith in the God of Daniel.
p. 223

Spurgeon says:
. . . let the spirit of your hearts be that of unquestioning acquiescence.
He wills it! I will do it or I will bear it. God will help you to live in perfect
resignation.
p. 374

He says finally:
May the Lord bring us all, through faith in Jesus Christ, into harmony
with this ever-blessed and ever-living God, and unto Him be praise and glory
for ever and ever. Amen.
p. 374
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Proud Dad Applauds Child’s Performance
When my daughter Amy was three years old, we had her in a preschool. They
were going to give the parents of the preschoolers a Christmas concert, so we
filled a tight-capacity room. Every parent was there, equipped with a camera
and the biggest flash it could bear. About 30 kids came out and filled up the
risers, all tucked together. One willing-hearted teacher up front led them in
“Joy to the World.” She had a nylon string guitar that probably hadn’t been
played since the Christmas program the year before, and that was probably the
last time it was tuned as well. Nevertheless, she had a willing heart.
The kids were only three years old. They could barely speak in complete
sentences, let alone sing full measures of music. Undaunted, the teacher began
her solo—“Joy to the world!”—but the kids were more interested in locating
their parents: “Hi, Daddy! Hi, Mom!” The teacher kept singing, “Joy to the
world!” Then Amy saw me. I took a picture of her. The teacher kept singing,
“Joy to the world!” Just then one of the boys in the back of the risers began to
fall backwards. He bravely took four others with him. Bang! She kept singing,
“Joy to the world!”
It was absolute chaos: formless and void. When the song was done, I was the
first to jump to my feet like popping corn. The parents gave the kids a standing
ovation. We took pictures. It was like Halley’s comet had just come through the
room. We were all so proud.
After it was done, I went outside to get some air, and I was chuckling to myself.
I thought, We just gave a standing ovation to the worst concert we’ve ever
heard. I just took pictures of the worst concert I’ve ever heard. Then I thought,

But wasn’t Amy good? She’s cool.

Why in the world did I applaud? It wasn’t because of their performance. It was
because that was my little girl up there. I applauded them based not on
performance but on relationship. When I was thinking about that, it was as if
the Lord again reminded me: Wayne, that’s why I applaud you. It has nothing
to do with your performance. It has everything to do with the fact that you have
a relationship with me and you’re my kid.
My heart began to melt and tears came to my eyes, because I began to understand that what pleases God the most is the relationship we have with him.
Citation: Wayne Cordeiro, “A Personal Relationship,” Preaching Today audio #225
© 2003 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)
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(Growing Slowly Wise: Building a Faith that Works by David Roper) Grand
Rapids, MI: Discovery House. Copyright – David Roper, 2000.

Thy will, not mine, O Lord,
However dark it be!
Lead me by Thine own hand,
Choose out the path for me.
Smooth let it be or rough,
It will be still the best;
Winding or straight, it leads
Right onward to Thy rest.
I dare not choose my lot;
I would not, if I might;
Choose Thou for me, my God;
So shall I walk aright.
Take Thou my cup, and it
With joy or sorrow fill,
As best to Thee may seem;
Choose Thou my good and ill.
Choose Thou for me my friends,
My sickness or my health;
Choose Thou my cares for me,
My poverty or wealth.
Not mine, not mine the choice,
In things both great or small;
Be thou my Lord, my Love,
My Wisdom, and my All!
pp. 144-5

Horatio Bonar
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(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space Shuttle Columbia
Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn Husband with Donna VanLiere)
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Evelyn Husband, 2003.
Prior to launch, each astronaut fills out papers containing information
for the Astronaut Office to keep on file in the event of an accident. The
packet includes financial and personal information such as loans, bank
accounts, personal and spiritual advisers, extended family, and so on. It’s
also where the crew member designates CACOs. (On Rick’s sheet Steve
Lindsey is named as the primary CACO, with Mike Anderson listed as the
alternate. However, since Mike was on the flight with Rick, Steve arranged
with administrators for Scott Parazynski to assist him as backup CACO.) On
the last page of this packet titled “Special instructions for Funeral Services,”
there’s a section called “Other Special Instructions.” In this section, Rick
wrote,
Tell’em about Jesus!—That He is real to me.
Proverbs 3:5-6
Colossians 3:23
That’s what Rick wanted done in case something happened: he wanted
people to know about Jesus and His love. Rick’s request has now become my
life’s mission statement, and I communicate that every chance I get.
p. 197
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(Love Beyond Reason by John Ortberg) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.
Copyright – John Ortberg, 1998.
I wanted to tell them they could live in the loving care of God, so I told
them the story of a movie called The Bear. It is the saga of a tiny bear cub
whose mother dies. The cub survives, but the viewer knows that his longterm chances are nil. Then the unexpected happens. The little cub gets more
or less adopted by an enormous Kodiak. This giant is always watching over
the cub. He protects it from a mountain lion that has been stalking him. He
teaches the cub how to be a bear. Everything the father bear does, the cub
imitates: he waddles in a stream and stabs at fish like the daddy bear, he
stands on two legs and scratches his back against a tree as he’s seen his
father do. You watch this and are filled with hope—the cub has a future.
He’s going to live.
One day they get separated. The little bear can’t see his father
anywhere. The mountain lion has never forgotten the cub and now finally
sees his opportunity. He comes swiftly, silently, face-to-face with the cub; he
is about to spring. The little bear does what he has seen his father do: he
rears up on his hind legs, lifts his paws, and tries to growl fiercely, but the
best he can manage is a frightened squeak. The mountain lion is not
convinced. Both the cub and his attacker know he is about to die.
The camera focuses on the mountain lion, whose face suddenly
registers a look of fear. He stops snarling, turns, and slinks away.
The camera returns to the cub. He is as surprised as anyone watching.
Could the growl have worked so well? But then the camera pans back, and
we see what we did not know was there; we see what the little bear cannot.
Behind that little bear is the great Kodiak, standing on his hind legs, his
massive body poised to save his son with a single swipe.
Big paws. Fierce growl.
Then we know. The little bear had nothing to worry about. The cub
couldn’t see him or hear him, but the father was there all the time. That
forest was a perfectly safe place for the little cub to be. The father could be
trusted, even when he seemed to be absent.
pp. 166-7
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: It is really important when we are reading the Scriptures, to be
sensitive to the Spirit’s voice using the Word of God to communicate to
us the Lord’s message.
LESSON #2: It is a great privilege to be used as an instrument in God’s
hand.
LESSON #3: God is a disciplinarian and there are times in our lives when
He prunes our branches, that we might bear more fruit.
LESSON #4: Pride is repulsive to the Lord and He must extricate it from our
lives in order to make us as useful instruments in His hand.
LESSON #5: The trial will last until “you acknowledge that the Most High is
sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he
wishes” (verse 32).
LESSON #6: Daniel shows real compassion for Nebuchadnezzar by
challenging him to respond to the Lord and to repent.
LESSON #7: God gave Nebuchadnezzar twelve months to respond to the
impending discipline that was going to be coming upon his life.
LESSON #8: The proud words on his lips were interrupted with a voice from
heaven bringing the decree of judgment.
LESSON #9: Listen carefully to the testimony of Nebuchadnezzar and
respond in like manner: “I . . . raised my eyes toward heaven, and my
sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High, I honored and
glorified him who lives forever, His dominion is an eternal dominion;
his kingdom endures from generation to generation” (verse 34).
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LESSON #10: “No one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What have you
done?’” (verse 35).
LESSON #11: When God is involved in the process, the result will be even
greater than before.

LESSON #12: Nebuchadnezzar confesses that he praises, exalts and glorifies
“the King of heaven” (verse 37).
LESSON #13: He does this “because everything he does is right and all his
ways are just” (verse 37).
LESSON #14: “Those who walk in pride he is able to humble” (verse 37).
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Gaebelein says:
We see then in the fourth chapter the pride and self-exaltation of the
Gentiles, and how the Gentiles will be humiliated and judged. First there is
self-exaltation, that is followed by judgment and then follows restoration and
the acknowledgment of the Most High.
That nothing more is now reported of Nebuchadnezzar, that the last
which we hear of him in Scripture is his acknowledgment of the Most High, is
also not without meaning. It foreshadows the universal acknowledgment of
God in the Kingdom which the God of heaven will set up, when the stone fills
as the mountain the whole earth.
p. 53

He says further:
That noting more is now reported of Nebuchadnezzar, that the last
which we hear of him in Scripture is his acknowledgment of the Most High, is
also not without meaning. It foreshadows the universal acknowledgment of
God in the Kingdom which the God of heaven will set up, when the stone fills
as the mountain the whole earth.
p. 21

Swindoll, Walvoord & Pentecost say:
What God wants most of all is to embrace you in His arms, to give you your
permanent citizenship in the new city of Jerusalem, to give you the free gift
of eternal life.
You can receive that. All you need to do in your heart is pray
something like, “Lord, I am a sinner. I know I can’t work my way to heaven.
I know I’m not good enough. I know Jesus died for my sins, and I believe that
His payment was sufficient. I trust what Jesus did for my salvation.” If you
pray something like that, you will become a citizen of the New Jerusalem.
p. 140

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

116

Jeremiah tells the story about Bert seeing things from heaven:
Bert looked into time from heaven and saw the atrocities carried out in
the human realm. Absolutely aghast, he pointed to one unspeakable
scene and asked God about it, “How can You allow it? Look what evil
is setting in motion down there!”
“There’s no one better than the devil for creating a tragedy like
that!” God said.
“But God, that man is one of Your people . . . oh, that poor man!”
“I gave the freedom to choose between good and evil,” God said,
His face sad. “No matter what they choose, they all live there together.
Sometimes, those who choose My way are impacted by those who
don’t.” He slowly shook His head. “It’s always painful when that
happens.”
“But those people right there have no choice.” Bert protested.
“Evil is being crammed down their throats! That isn’t a choice!”
“Now Bert,” God said patiently, “have I ever let pain go
unavenged?”
“No . . . no, but . . .” Bert cringed from the sight, unable to bear
any more.
“Watch!” God put His arm around Bert’s hunched shoulders and
turned him again. “Look right over there, by the wall.”
“That one? He looks nearly dead. Is he praying?”
“Ah, Bert, you should hear his prayers?” Intense love flashed in
God’s eyes like lightning. “Simple prayers from an aching heart. This
is triumph over evil. Trusting Me—that is the choice.” God smiled
through sparkling tears of love. “Isn’t he magnificent?”
Together they stood in silence, and Bert began to see as God did.
“Now watch this, Bert.” God spoke softly, never letting His eyes
leave the scene. He called for Michael and the archangel appeared.
“Go down and get him, Michael.” The tears of divine joy spilled
over. “I’ll arrange the party.”1
pp. 168-69

Goldingay says:
Nebuchadnezzar is an example—a warning of how not to be led astray
by power and achievement, a model of how to respond to chastisement and
humiliation. He is even more a promise, that earthly authorities are in the
hand of God, not merely for their judgment, but for his glory.
p. 97
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Jeremiah says further:
That is the last we hear about Nebuchadnezzar in the Bible, but I
believe we will meet him someday in heaven. The Lord brought him from
wickedness to righteousness with a severe lesson in animal husbandry.
p. 96

Ironside says:
Nebuchadnezzar aptly typifies all Gentile power, as we have already noticed.
It has been haughty, insolent, and heaven-defying. Forgetting God, the true
source of authority and power, it has become like the beasts of the earth. You
know something of its course since it crucified the Lord of glory. The nations
have been mad—as utterly bereft of all true reason as was the demented king of
Babylon. But the day is nearing when God, in His grace, is going to end all
this, and deliver a groaning world from the evils of selfish despotism and
national jealousies. Christ’s personal return from heaven will conclude the long
period of Gentile misrule. Creation groans for the hour when the one true King
will be manifested; when our Lord Jesus Christ “in His times will show who is
the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords.”
p. 74
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Ironside says finally:
In that day the precious blood of Christ will not be offered for salvation to
those who have done despite to the Spirit of grace, and finally refused to heed
the gospel message.
“Oh, do not let the word depart,
And close thine eyes against the light;
Poor sinner, harden not thy heart;
Thou would’st be saved — why not to-night?
“The world has nothing left to give —
It has no true, no pure delight;
Look now to Jesus Christ, and live;
Thou would’st be saved — why not to-night?
“Our blessed Lord refuses none
Who would to Him their souls unite;
Then be the work of grace begun;
Thou would’st be saved — why not to-night?”
pp. 76-77

Gangel says:
This chapter teaches us readiness and repentance—readiness to give
God the glory for everything in our lives and to praise him for all his
blessings; repentance to judge our sin and wickedness and to do what is right.
p. 120
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Campbell summarizes the chapter this way:
Again we have a chapter that speaks to our world. A few of its timely
truths are:
1.
God alone is sovereign and supreme in the affairs of even the
most powerful men, and man’s place before Him is always that of humility.
2.
God hates pride and will deal with it. Pride led to the downfall
of Lucifer, the highest of God’s angels, and it will ultimately destroy the
unsaved man.
The mother of one of the greatest New England college presidents
addressed a friend who had joined a church: “Elizabeth, did you kneel down
in church and call yourself a sinner?”
“Neither I nor any member of my family will ever do that!” the woman
replied, and her pride was just the reason why this able woman, with all her
Unitarian admiration of Christ the man, did not come to Him as Saviour.
3.
God’s judgment on Nebuchadnezzar is a prophetic pattern of
what will happen to all proud and arrogant world leaders, whether an
ancient Pharaoh, Haman, or Nebuchadnezzar, or a modern Mussolini, Hitler,
or Stalin. One day, as this chapter seems to foreshadow, all Gentile world
powers will be humbled and brought into submission to God. Our world in its
pride and sophistication does not acknowledge Him. But the time will come
when every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that “Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10-11).
4.
There can be little doubt that the godly influence of Daniel and
the prophet’s daily prayers for the king were used in a significant way to
bring about his conversion.
What is the impact of our lives on those around us, both our peers and
our superiors?
5.
It is a good thing to tell others what God has done for us. “But,”
we too often say, “I can’t speak in public and I even find it hard to witness on
a person-to-person basis.” Then write a letter! Nebuchadnezzar did—and so
can we!
Some years ago a Christian man died, and the late Dr. Donald Grey
Barnhouse had the funeral service in Philadelphia. The attendance was
large and included many business executives who had been associates of the
dead man. A year earlier the deceased had written a letter with the caption,
“A Testimony from over the Edge of My Grave” and put it in his papers,
asking that it be read at his funeral. Dr. Barnhouse opened the letter and
began to read:
“This is my funeral service, but I want it to be a time of testimony.
Mac, I suppose you’re in the audience looking at my casket. My, how many
times I’ve played golf with you to seek to bring the Gospel to your heart and
you wouldn’t hear! George, why have you continued to reject Jesus Christ
when He died for you and offers eternal life now?”
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By this time, difference ones in the audience were squirming, afraid
they would be addressed next. We should not wait till we die, but should
speak up for Christ now, or at least write a letter of testimony to a lost friend
we’ve been praying for!
pp. 53-55
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Dyer tells us in his book Prophecy in Light of Today:
My favorite gospel song is “It Is Well with My Soul.” The words were
written by a Chicagoan name Horatio Spafford. He was a lawyer who did
quite well until the Great Chicago Fire roared through the city. This disaster
was Chicago’s version of the World Trade Center collapse, though it was
caused by natural forces, not terrorists. The fire burned Spafford’s law offices
to the ground. Over the next two years, most of Spafford’s other investments
collapsed. His personal wealth diminished greatly during this time.
Spafford had promised to take his family to Europe. Though he was
still trying to salvage some of his investments, he felt that he needed to send
his wife and daughters on ahead. The day their ship sailed from New York
City, the deal he was working on fell through. He could have traveled with
them, though he had no way of knowing it at the time. The Ville du Harve,
the ship on which his family was sailing, was struck by another ship in the
Atlantic Ocean; and it sank in twelve minutes. Mrs. Spafford rushed her
daughters up on deck; but when the ship slipped under the waves, the
children were pulled from her arms and drowned. Mrs. Spafford lost
consciousness, only to awaken in a small lifeboat. She was one of the few
who were rescued from the cold waters. When the rescue ship reached
Europe, she sent a cable to her husband that described the tragedy in two
stark words: SAVED ALONE.
Compare your problems to those that pounded against the life of
Horatio Spafford. He was struggling financially, but those struggles paled in
comparison to the sense of loss he felt when he received the sad news of his
children’s deaths. Spafford went immediately to New York City and boarded
a ship to go to be with his wife. One night on the ship, the captain came to
him to tell him that they were very near the spot where the Ville du Harve
had gone down. How would you have responded to this time of trouble if it
had been you? Horatio Spafford’s reaction was truly amazing . . . and has
been preserved for us in two ways.
The first way we know Horatio Spafford’s reaction is through a letter
he wrote to his sister, Rachel, describing his feelings.
On Thursday last we passed over the spot where [the ship] went
down, in mid-ocean, the water three miles deep. But I do not
think of our dear ones there. They are safe, folded, the dear
lambs, and there, before very long, shall we be too. In the
meantime, thanks to God, we have an opportunity to serve and
praise Him for His love and mercy to us and ours. “I will praise
Him while I have my being.” May we each one arise, leave all,
and follow Him.
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As I read those words, I’m impressed with his great faith. The second
way we know Horatio Spafford’s reaction is through a poem he wrote during
this time. I have a lithograph of that poem on my office wall. The words
were later set to music, and that is my favorite gospel song. The poem was
written on a borrowed piece of stationery from the Brevoort House hotel that
once stood on Clark Street between Madison and LaSalle in downtown
Chicago. Unfortunately, the building no longer exists. Spafford took that
piece of stationery and folded it to keep in his coat pocket. Evidently, he kept
pulling it out as he wrote his poem, because the creases are clearly visible on
the original, on display at the American Colony Hotel in Jerusalem, and on
the lithograph. The words to the first stanza appear in our hymnbooks
almost exactly as he first penned them.

When peace like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
“It is well, it is well with my soul.”
I marvel at these great words, but how could Horatio Spafford possess
that kind of confidence, faith, and hope? I didn’t have an answer until I
looked very carefully at the last verse. That is the verse Spafford labored
over the most. There are several places on that piece of old hotel stationery
where he scratched out his first words and wrote in others. In some places
entire lines were replaced. It’s as though he agonized over the last stanza to
make sure he could get it just right. And what words did Spafford finally
decide on for that final stanza?

And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend,
“Even so”—it is well with my soul.
What kept Spafford on track spiritually? Every line in the final stanza
shows that his focus was on the future. He knew that God was in control and
that someday God would make things right. A time would come when
Spafford would again see his children in heaven. His questions would be
answered. God would wipe the tears from his eyes. His hope in the future
gave him stability to live in the present. In that last stanza, Spafford looked
forward to the day when Jesus would come to take him to heaven.
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But I always puzzled over the last line. Spafford ended with the
someone obscure phrase, “‘Even so’—it is well with my soul.” When I first
read it, it was as though Spafford was saying, “Jesus is coming back and
‘even so,’ that’s OK.” But then I realized what I had missed for so long. Look
carefully at the last line. When Spafford had this line just the way he
wanted, he had placed the words even so in quotation marks with a dash
following. Throughout the whole last stanza, Spafford was quoting from, or
alluding to, specific passages of Scripture that focus on Christ’s return.
When he wrote “‘Even so’—” he was still quoting Scripture, and he expected
his readers to know the verse . . . and to complete it. The verse he started to
quote is the next-to-the-last verse in the book of Revelation. In the King
James Version, which Spafford was using, Jesus said, “Surely I come
quickly,” And the apostle John’s response was “Amen. Even so, come, Lord
Jesus.” Spafford wanted his readers to finish the verse . . . to pray back to
God their confidence in His promise to return, to take His children to heaven,
to complete His program for the ages. Knowing this truth allowed Spafford
to say with confidence, “It is well with my soul.”
There is an Antichrist. He is going to come . . . and God revealed all
this in advance to assure us that He is in control. The Antichrist will come
after the church is raptured to heaven. Many antichrists have come, and the
church has experienced Satan’s fiery trials here on earth. But through it all,
those who understand God’s program for the future breathe back to God,
“Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” And we know that it is—and will
remain forever—well with our souls.
pp. 32-35
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(Surrender: The Heart God Controls by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL:
Moody. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2003.
BOWING THE KNEE
For years, I have made it a practice to kneel before the Lord at least
once a day, as a physical expression of my desire to surrender my will to His
will.
To be totally surrendered to God means to bow the knee before a
Sovereign Lord. It means to say Yes to God . . .
ƒ

Yes to His choices for your life—even when they don’t seem

ƒ

Yes to difficult or painful circumstances that you cannot

ƒ

Yes to everything that is revealed in His Word

comfortable or convenient
understand or change

ƒ Yes to His plans, His purposes, and His priorities
ƒ

Yes to the human authorities He has placed in your life

ƒ

Yes to His disciplines

ƒ

Yes to His control over your appetites, your body, your time, your

p. 168-9

relationships, your future—everything
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