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Brightness of my Father’s glory, 
Sunshine of my Father’s face, 

Keep me ever trusting, resting, 
Fill me with Thy grace. 

 
Refrain 
Jesus, I am resting, resting, 

In the joy of what Thou art; 
I am finding out the greatness 

Of Thy loving heart. 
 
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/j/i/jiamrest.htm 
 
 
Yes, begin the sweet discipline of acknowledging Him moment by moment.  
Live with Him, having a running conversation going with Him, rejoice in 
Him. 
 
 
 
John Hunter says: 
 
 This is how we are complete in Christ.  Whether or not we realize it we 
as believers are indwelt by the risen Christ.  He indwells us so that He can 
continue in our daily lives what He began through His death on the cross.  By 
the saving death of Christ, He is the sin-bearer.  Through the saving life of 
Christ, he is the burden-bearer.  There are so many Christians today 
struggling hard to live the Christian life, facing problems, and bearing 
burdens God never intended them to bear. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2018 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of m
aterial w

ithout proper citation is unintentional.

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/j/i/jiamrest.htm


 

Galatians/Lecture Notes/Study#4 – Galatians 2:11-21.doc 

127 

Halverson goes on to point out: 
 
 But what is even more tragic is represented by the person who takes 
Christianity seriously, and then allows himself to be hopelessly enslaved by a 
futile struggle to please God according to standards that are impossible of 
attainment and were never intended by God to be reached by a struggle.  To 
these deluded and frustrated people the Christian life becomes a dogged, 
slavish observance of hard and inflexible rules with all the joy and 
spontaneity removed.  This too is totally unlike the virile Christianity of the 
New Testament.  The divine record portrays a life that is singularly free from 
this awful, impossible endless struggle to be good or to do good.  This was 
neither the letter nor the spirit of the primitive church.  There was an 
exhilaration and dynamic, a freshness, an aliveness, a drive and thrust about 
those first century Christians that is inescapable when one reads the New 
Testament with even a slight degree of understanding. 
 They were not struggling to be something or to do something.  They 
were not counting on human resources; they were channels for Divine 
resources.  God had invaded their lives and was at work in them, for them, 
through them.  They were simply letting God do His work, using them as the 
tools.  Their bodies were the “temple of the living God,” and their faith was 
manifested by consent, submission and obedience.  They suffered for this 
faith, to be sure, but even in their suffering and martyrdom there was a 
quality that could be explained on no other ground than that God was doing a 
superhuman work in them.  The joy of their hearts was the supreme fact that 
“God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.” 
 Certainly no one would dare to assume, by the farthest stretch of the 
imagination, that these early Christians were willing to lay down their lives 
simply for the privilege of struggling to be good.  They were not martyrs for 
an ethical standard or for a set of religious rules and regulations.  They had 
been given life through Jesus Christ, and death for His sake simply meant 
the inheritance of this life of which present peace and joy were but the 
foretaste.  To die meant gain! 
 The joy, the power, the vitality, the drive of those Christians will only 
be repeated when we learn to renounce the fruitless struggle and allow the 
life of God in Christ to fill us, possess us and use us in the Divine program.  
When we forsake our confidence in human resources and yield to the reign of 
God in our lives, the world will see a demonstration of true Christianity that 
will command itself to thoughtful men.  
(source unknown) 
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Paul goes on to say in verse 20: 
 

“AND THAT LIFE WHICH NOW I AM LIVING IN THE FLESH I AM 
LIVING BY FAITH, WHICH FAITH IS IN THE SON OF GOD WHO 
LOVED ME AND GAVE HIMSELF ON MY BEHALF.” 

 
 
Paul describes the life which he is now living as a Christian as a LIFE OF 
FAITH.  The faith that saved him is the faith that he is exercising daily in 
the sufficiency of Christ for all of his needs. 
 
 
It is not by his FEELINGS but by his FAITH. 
 
 
This life which is now being lived in the flesh is being lived on the principle of 
faith. 
 
 
Hebrews 11:6 (DAV) 
 

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who is coming 
to God must believe that He is, and that He proves Himself a rewarder 
of those who are seeking Him. 

 
 
 
(The Saving Life of Christ by Ian Thomas) 
 
 Israel lived in self-imposed poverty for 40 years because they would not 
believe that the God who brought them out was the God who could bring 
them in.  Forty years it took before God was able through Joshua to teach His 
people that to get in takes precisely the same kind of faith that it takes to get 
out.  When once they stood by faith in the waters of the Jordan, the river 
parted even as the Red Sea. 
(source unknown) 
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“WHO LOVED ME AND GAVE HIMSELF ON MY BEHALF.” 
 
 
When we look at this phrase in reference to the PAST, it refers to our 
SALVATION. 
 
 
When we look at it in view of the PRESENT, it focuses on our 
SANCTIFICATION, or being made holy. 
 
 
This takes us BACK to: 
 
Galatians 1:4 (DAV) 
 

who gave himself in behalf of our sins so that He might rescue us out 
from this present evil age according to the will of our God and father. 

 
 
 
Before the Throne of God 
 
Because the sinless Savior died 

My sinful soul is counted free. 
For God the just is satisfied 

To look on Him and pardon me. 
 
http://nethymnal.org/htm/b/e/beforetg.htm 
 
 
John 3:16 (NASB) 
 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.  
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
This same point Paul now repeats in greater detail, with the name of Christ 
prominent.  He has died to law so that he might live for God, but this is true 
only because he has been joined by the Father to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Jesus died; so did Paul.  Jesus rose again; so did Paul.  The resurrection life 
he is now living he is living through the presence of the Lord Jesus within 
him.  By having died and come to life in Christ the believer actually 
participates in Christ’s death and resurrection, conceived on the basis of the 
mystical union of the believer with the Lord . . . 
p. 719 
 
 
 
Bartlett says: 
 
 “I am crucified with Christ . . .”  It is hardly necessary to say that 
Galatians 2:20 is one of the pre-eminently great texts of Scripture.  
(Memorize it.)  Better, perhaps, than any single verse, it summarizes Paul’s 
philosophy of life.  And for untold numbers of believers it has been a polestar 
of faith, the very essence of what Christ means to them. 
p. 51 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
. . . “I have been crucified with Christ.”  Wondrous words!  I am so identified 
with Him, that His death is my death.  When He was crucified, I was 
crucified with Him.  I am so much one with Him under law and in suffering 
and death, that when He died to the law I died to the law.  Through this 
union with Him I satisfied the law, yielded to it the obedience which it 
claimed, suffered its curse, died to it, and am therefore now released from it—
from its accusations and its penalty, and from its claim on me to obey it as 
the means of winning eternal life.  By means of law He died; it took Him and 
wrought its will on Him.  As our Representative in whom we were chosen and 
in whom we suffered, He yielded Himself to the law, which seized Him and 
nailed Him to the cross.  When that law seized Him, it seized at the same 
time all His in Him, and through the law they suffered and died to it.  Thus it 
is that by the law taking action upon them as sinners they died to the law. 
p. 184 
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Gutzke says: 
 
 This truth is even more clearly stated in verse 20, where Paul writes, 
“I am crucified with Christ.”  He means that by faith he belongs to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and he accepts in the Lord Jesus Christ death to himself even 
as it came to Him.  The believer joins Him on Calvary’s cross and reckons 
himself indeed to be dead.  He reckons himself to be dead by faith; it is an 
exercise of faith.  “I am crucified with Christ” in the flesh; “nevertheless I 
live.”  He was Paul the apostle.  He was a missionary.  He was a teacher and 
a preacher.  But he says, “Yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”  “Yet not I,” in 
the sense of his human ego.  He was not the old Saul the Pharisee, “but 
Christ liveth in me.”  There is a new life in him, and it is the life of Christ. 
p. 47 
 
 
 
Harrison says: 
 
 These amazing words of the apostle we conceive to contain the finest, 
clearest statement in a single sentence anywhere to be found of how the 
Christian life is really to be lived.  But why is it here this early in the epistle, 
before the exposition has even begun?  And why is it in the first person 
singular, when it gives the great essentials of Christian living for all 
believers? 
 Many time I have quoted these words and spoken from them, but 
never until now have I seen them in their true light.  They are the clincher to 
Paul’s claim for the Gospel he preaches.  It works.  It is authoritative, 
authenticated as it is by the presence and power of the Author Himself. 
 It is as though Paul said, “The Christ-centered Gospel I preach is all-
sufficient.  I am demonstrating its sufficiency in my own experience.  Since I 
met Christ on the Damascus road my life-principle is entirely changed.  I no 
longer depend upon self-effort, much less law regulation.  Christ lives in me.  
The life I now live is Christ-controlled.  His control is perfect and complete.” 
p. 35 
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Hendriksen says: 
 
 Paul starts out by saying: I have been crucified with Christ.  What 
a startling assertion!  Here is the great apostle to the Gentiles at this love-
feast of the Antiochian church.  He is addressing an audience the bulk of 
which consisted of believers both of Gentile and Jewish origin.  Peter and 
Barnabas are in this audience.  Undoubtedly some of the men who had come 
from Jerusalem and who, though nominally confessing Jesus as their Savior, 
were always making trouble by stressing salvation by obedience to law far 
more than salvation by grace through faith, had also tarried in Antioch long 
enough to cause their presence at this particular meeting to be felt. 
 Now in this meeting-place that day there was a situation which at 
many a get-together would be considered improper, but which without any 
doubt is highly objectionable in a church, and most emphatically at a love-
feast, a religious-social meeting characterized by all or most of the following 
elements: prayers, sacred songs, the reading and brief exposition of Scripture, 
eating and drinking together, and partaking of the Lord’s Supper.  That 
deplorable condition was this, that the church-members were cliquing.  
Segregation was being practiced, yes, right here in the church meeting: Jews 
eating exclusively with Jews, leaving the Gentile believers no other choice 
than to eat with other Gentiles.  This violation of the principle of the oneness 
of all believers “in Christ” occurred because undue respect was being 
accorded to the Judaizers.  Peter, who previously had been freely eating with 
the Gentile believers, had allowed himself to be scared into withdrawing 
himself from them.  He was now seen sitting or reclining in the company of 
Jews; Barnabas, ditto; and the same was true with respect to the rest of the 
Jews, as if the cross of Christ had been of no avail in taking down the barrier 
that had divided Jews and Gentiles! 
pp. 103-4 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
He is crucified, and yet he lives; the old man is crucified, but the new man is 
living.  Sin is mortified, and grace quickened.  I live, and yet not I.  He has the 
comforts and the triumphs of grace; and yet that grace is not from himself, 
but from another.  He is crucified with Christ, and yet Christ lives in him.  He 
is interested in the death of Christ, so as to die unto sin; and yet interested in 
the life of Christ, so as to live unto God.  He lives in the flesh, and yet lives by 
faith; to outward appearance he lives as other people do, yet he has a higher 
and nobler principle that supports him, that of faith in Christ.  Those who 
have true faith live by that faith. 
p. 1840 
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Ironside says: 
 
We are not trying to work for our salvation, we are saved through the work 
that He Himself accomplished.  We can look back to that cross upon which He 
hung, the bleeding Victim, in our stead, and we can say in faith, “I am 
crucified with Christ.”  It is as though my life had been taken, He took my 
place; “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live.”  As I was identified 
with Him in His death on the cross now I am linked with Him in resurrection 
life, for He has given me to be a partaker of His own glorious eternal life.  
“Nevertheless I live; yet not I.”  It is not the old I come back to life again, “but 
Christ liveth in me.”  He, the glorious One, is my real life, and that “life 
which I now live in the flesh,” my experience down here as a Christian man 
in the body, “I live”—not by putting myself under rules and regulations and 
trying to keep the law of the Ten Commandments but—“by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.”  As I am occupied with 
Him, my life will be the kind of life which He approves.  
p. 86 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
I have been crucified with Christ.― . . . “I have come into fellowship with 
Christ’s death on the cross, through faith, so that what happened to Christ 
has also happened to me.”  The Apostle declares thereby in what way the 
dying to the law through the law has been effected.  Christ died “through the 
law,” for in the crucifixion the curse of the law was fulfilled upon Him.  
Whoever therefore is “crucified with Christ,” has also died “through the 
law”=the curse of the law is fulfilled on him too. 
pp. 51-52 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
 Yea the life which now I live in the flesh.—But while Paul has 
declared of himself, that Christ Himself lives in him, Christ as the risen and 
glorified One, he, on the other hand, knows well that even yet there 
appertains to him as before, a life “in the flesh,” i.e. a life of terrestrial 
corporeality, and so far, therefore, a yet imperfect life, which of itself stands 
in conflict with the life of Christ in him . . . 
p. 52 
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Lenski says: 
 
Verse 20 is an expanded and elucidative parallel to v.19.  With Christ have 
I been crucified; and there is living no longer I, but there lives in me 
Christ.  Moreover, what I am now living in flesh, in faith I am living, 
the (faith) in the Son of God who did love me and did give himself up 
in my stead.  In this way Paul died to law and become alive to God. 
p. 115 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
. . . ‘I have been crucified with Christ.’  A new turn is thus given to the 
metaphor of death.  In the last verse it was the release from past obligations; 
here it is the annihilation of old sins.  The two however are not unconnected.  
Sin and law loose their hold at the same time.  The sense of feebleness, of 
prostration, to which a man is reduced by the working of the law, the process 
of dying in fact, is the moral link which unites the two applications of the 
image: see Rom. xii. 5, 9-II.  Thus his death becomes life.  Being crucified 
with Christ, he rises with Christ, and lives to God. 
p. 119 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ.  See notes on Romans 6:2-6.  
When a person trusts in Christ for salvation, he participates spiritually with 
the Lord in His Crucifixion and His victory over sin and death.  no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me.  The believer’s old self is dead (see note on 
Eph. 4:22), having been crucified with Christ (Rom. 6:3, 5).  The believer’s 
new man has the privilege of the indwelling Christ empowering him and 
living through him (see notes on Rom. 8:9, 10).  gave Himself for me.  The 
manifestation of Christ’s love for the believer through His sacrificial death on 
the Cross . . . 
p. 1664 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 Legalism’s most destructive effect is that it cancels the effect of the 
cross.  I have been crucified with Christ, Paul testifies, and it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.  To go back under the law 
would be to cancel one’s union with Christ’s sacrifice on the cross and 
therefore to go back under sin. 
p. 60 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
The true Christian life is not so much a believer’s living for Christ as Christ’s 
living through the believer.  Because in Christ “all the fulness of Deity dwells 
in bodily form” (Col. 2:9), the fulness of God also dwells in every believer, as 
“partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4). 
 I do not have such a divine life and the magnanimous privilege of being 
indwelt with the living, powerful son of God because of anything I have done 
or merited, but only because He loved me, and delivered Himself up for 
me. 
p. 60 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
 There are many people today who talk about wanting to live the 
“crucified” life.  That is not what Paul is talking about in this verse.  We are 
not to seek to be crucified with Christ.  We have already been crucified with 
Him.  The principle of living is not by the Law which has slain us because it 
found us guilty.  Now we are to live by faith.  Faith in what?  Faith in the Son 
of God.  You see, friend, the death of Christ upon the cross was not only penal 
(that is, paying the penalty for our sins), but it was substitionary also.  He 
was not only the sacrifice for sins; He was the substitute for all who believe. 
 Paul declares, therefore, that under the Law he was tried, found guilty, 
was condemned, and in the person of his Substitute he was slain.  When did 
that take place?  It took place when Christ was crucified.  Paul was crucified 
with Christ. 
p. 162 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
Paul and every believer were crucified with Christ in order to die to sin, 
the law, and “this present evil age” (1:4).  While believers live on physically, 
Christ also lives within them spiritually.  Christ’s resurrection power 
through the Spirit is worked out through the Christian (Rom. 6:4-11) who 
chooses to live by faith in the Son of God.  
p. 1521 
 
 
 
Simpson says: 
 
 This is the end to which the Spirit is always working, not to develop in 
us a character, a set of human virtues and high qualities that we can call our 
own, but to form Christ in us and teach us to live in constant dependence 
upon Him.  It is not a state, but a relation, a union with a Person, a living 
Presence who carries in Himself all the forces and resources of our new life. 
p. 25 
 
 
 
Simpson says: 
 
He expresses it in that incomparable passage which is the very essence of the 
Gospel of the deeper Christian life.  “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me” (Gal. 2:20).  Here the substitution is so complete that not only is the old I 
of the natural self left out and crucified with Christ, but even the new I that 
has risen with Him is suppressed, and Christ, as a personal Presence, takes 
its place.  Even the very faith by which this life is maintained in union with 
Jesus is not our faith, but the faith of the Son of God actively manifested in 
us by virtue of that substitution through which He gave Himself to be instead 
of us. 
pp. 26-27 
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Spurgeon says: 
 
 We should also by faith desire such a calling as Providence evidently 
has arranged and intended for us.  Some persons have never had a free choice 
of what vocation they would follow; for from their birth, position, 
surroundings, and connection they are set in a certain line of things, like 
carriages on the tram lines, and they must follow on the appointed track, or 
stand still.  Faith expects to hear the voice behind it saying, “This is the way, 
walk ye in it.”  Trusting to your own judgment often means following our own 
whims; but faith seeks direction from infallible wisdom, and so it is led in a 
right way.  God knows your capacity better than you do; entreat Him to 
choose your inheritance for you. 
p. 278 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 How many personal pronouns of the first person are there in this 
verse?  Are there not as many as eight?  It swarms with I and me.  The text 
deals not with the plural at all; it does not mention some one else, nor a third 
party far away, but the apostle treats of himself, his own inner life, his own 
spiritual death, the love of Christ to him, and the great sacrifice which Christ 
made for him. 
p. 283 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
Blessed be God, before the mountains uplifted their snow-crowned heads to 
the clouds, Christ had set His heart upon us.  His “delights were with the 
sons of men.” 
p. 287 
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Vos says: 
 
 Verse 20 is one of the most magnificent verses in all of Scripture.   
It makes abundantly clear the fact that Christianity is not a matter of some 
legalistic form—of carefully checking off a list of dos and don’ts.  It is a life.  
Moreover, it is not human effort trying to bring off a superior kind of morality 
but divine life surging through the individual.  “Old things are passed away  
. . . all things are become new” (2 Co 5:17).  Verse 20 expands on the meaning 
of verse 19; Paul died to the law because he had been crucified with Christ; 
he lives to God because Christ lives in him.  “I am crucified with Christ.”  The 
tense is perfect in the Greek with the resultant meaning: “I have been and 
remain crucified.”  This is how one dies to the law (v. 19)  Romans 6:1-6 
linked with 1 Corinthians 12:13 explains how one may be reckoned as 
crucified with Christ.  By means of the Holy Spirit we are baptized into one 
body and into Christ.  The Holy Spirit joins us to the church (the body of true 
believers) and to Him and causes us positionally to participate in His 
substitutionary death, burial, and resurrection.  The old man or old nature 
with all its affections was crucified (Rom 6:6). 
 Because I have been raised to newness of life, I live.  But in a sense it 
is not I that live.  It is not I in my own strength that achieves in this business 
of living the Christian life.  Christ lives in me.  How stupendous!  A member 
of the divine Trinity living in me! 
p. 48 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
With Christ I have been crucified, and it is no longer I who live, but there 
lives in me Christ.  And that life which now I live in the sphere of the flesh, 
by faith I live it, which faith is in the Son of God who loved me and gave 
himself on my behalf. 
p. 204 
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Wuest says: 
 
The verb is in the perfect tense which speaks of a past completed action 
having present finished results.  Paul uses it to show that his identification 
with Christ at the Cross was a past fact, and that the spiritual benefits that 
have come to him through his identification are present realities with him.  
By this statement he also shows how he died to the law, namely by dying 
with Christ who died under its penalty.  The law’s demands were satisfied 
and therefore have no more hold on Paul.  But thus being crucified with 
Christ, meant also to Paul, death to self.  When Paul died with Christ, it was 
the Pharisee Saul who died.  What he was and did up to that time passed 
away so far as he was concerned.  Saul was buried, and the old life with him.  
The dominating control of the Adamic nature had its power over him broken. 
p. 81 
 
 
 
(The Best of A. W. Tozer by A. W. Tozer, compiled by Warren W. Wiersbe)  

Camp Hill, PA: Wing Spread Publishers. Copyright– Zur Ltd., 1978, 
2000. 

 
The problem is not to persuade God to fill us, but to want God sufficiently to 
permit Him to do so.  The average Christian is so cold and so contented with 
his wretched condition that there is no vacuum of desire into which the 
blessed Spirit can rush in satisfying fullness. 
p. 38 
 
 
 
(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson)  

San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright– Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

 
I want my life, Lord, to be an answer to your love for me: my actions and my 
words, my thoughts and my dreams—all a response to the great reality of your 
presence in Jesus, that calls into question my selfishness and my pride.  Amen. 
p. 179 
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(A Lifetime of Wisdom: Embracing the Way God Heals You by Joni 
Eareckson Tada)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Joni 
Eareckson Tada, 2009. 

 
When God denies your dearest desire, get ready to open up your heart even 
wider, for He will become that desire Himself. 
p. 122 
 
 
 
(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson)  

San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright– Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

 
Lord, I get so caught up in my own plans—my childish fancies and private 
disappointments—that I fail to see the grand design you are working out.  And 
then, by your grace, I see it again—a design that makes my life far richer than 
what I planned, more joyful than what I anticipated.  Hallelujah!  Amen. 
p. 354 
 
 
 
(Not I, But Christ by Stephen F. Olford) Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books. 

Copyright - Stephen F. Olford, 1995.  
 

Crucified with Christ, my Savior, 
I am dead to sin and shame; 
Now HIS LIFE rules my behavior― 
To the glory of His Name!  Amen. 

 
      Stephen F. Olford 
p. 41 
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(Not I, But Christ by Stephen F. Olford) Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books. 
Copyright - Stephen F. Olford, 1995.  

 
This is the liberating truth of identification with Christ. 
 

I’m dead to sin through Christ my Lord, 
For in His death I also died; 
It’s written clear in God’s own Word, 
And, praise His name, I’m justified! 
 
I’m dead to sin, thus I must live, 
To Christ alone who gave His all; 
And for His love I can’t but give 
My life and gifts, both great and small. 
 
I’m dead to sin, so I must serve 
My God and King each day and hour; 
What He commands I must observe, 
And seek to do with heav’nly pow’r. 
 
I’m dead to sin, O blessed thought! 
I now can rest from care and strife; 
My fight He has forever fought, 
And now I live His risen life. 
 

      Stephen F. Olford 
p. 51 
 
 
Paul had to state, “Christ lives in me,” (Gal.2:20) before he could declare, “For 
to me to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21).  In that phrase he sums up the whole of 
Christian experience.  In that one comprehensive utterance is gathered up 
life FROM Christ, life WITH Christ, life IN Christ, and life FOR Christ.  
Paul, in effect, is affirming that “living IS Christ,” which parallels the 
statement that “Christ . . . is our life” (Col. 3:4). 
p. 78 
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(Christ/Life by Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth 
Myers, 2005.  

 
AS BELIEVERS we are spiritually one with Christ, and He is one with God 
the Father and the Holy Spirit.  So the Bible speaks of all three members of 
the Trinity living within every believer. 
 Regarding God the Father, the apostle John wrote, “If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.  
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us” (1 John 4:15–16, NIV). 
 Regarding the Holy Spirit, we’re assured that “God has sent forth the 
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying ‘Abba! Father!’” (Galatians 4:6, 
NASB). 
 The Scriptures also teach us that Christ the Son lives in us.  “This is 
the secret: Christ lives in you, and this is your assurance that you will share 
in his glory” (Colossians 1:27, NLT).  “Christ lives in me, “Paul proclaimed 
with confidence (Galatians 2:20)—and so can we. 
 Just think: We are indwelt by the fullness of God Himself—the triune 
God!  As we simply choose to trust Him, He is revealed in us, magnified in 
our bodies. 
p. 101 
 
 
 In a vital way, in our true inner self, the qualities that are true of 
Christ are also true of us.  We share His love, His holiness, and His 
submission to and reliance on His Father. 
p. 100 
 
 
 That fall I experienced an inner dawning as I was reading a book that 
a Bible teacher recommended.  I came across the following statement, based 
on Colossians 3:4: “It’s not only true that my life is Christ’s, but my life is 
Christ.”  Not only does my life belong to Christ, but also He is my life.  He is 
living His life in and through me as I simply depend on Him.  For Him to use 
me, I no longer need to depend on my ability.  Instead I can depend on His 
working through me in such a way that at any given time He’s using me (or 
not using me) as He sees best. 
 Time and again I still find release by simply praying, “Thank You, 
Lord, that Christ is my life!”  And I pray for more and more depth and 
constancy in continuing to live by His life. 
p. 96 
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(Christ/Life by Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth 
Myers, 2005. 

 
 “God alone made it possible for you to be in Christ Jesus”  
(1 Corinthians 1:30, NLT), and in doing this for you He has also made Jesus 
to be your wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption  
(1 Corinthians 1:30, ESV).  Therefore you can say, “Christ is my wisdom, my 
righteousness, my sanctification, my redemption.  I’m wise with His wisdom 
and righteous with His righteousness.  By Him—by all that He is—I am 
sanctified and redeemed.” 
 Christ and all that He is represents the only reason for the radical 
change in your identity.  Therefore God gives you this thrilling invitation: 
“From now on you must grow stronger through union with the Lord and 
through His mighty power” (Ephesians 6:10, Williams).  As you deepen and 
develop in this union, Jesus promises that your life will bear spiritual fruit: 
“It is the man who shares my life and whose life I share who proves fruitful” 
(John 15:5, Phillips). 
p. 98 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2018 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of m
aterial w

ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Galatians/Lecture Notes/Study#4 – Galatians 2:11-21.doc 

144 

v. 21  I am not nullifying the grace of God.  For if through law comes 
righteousness then Christ died uselessly (without a cause). 

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 21: 
 

I do not set aside God’s grace, because if righteousness could come 
through the law, then Christ died for nothing!  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 21: 
 

I am not going to go back on that.  Is it not clear to you that to go back 
to that old rule-keeping, peer-pleasing religion would be an 
abandonment of everything personal and free in my relationship with 
God?  I refuse to do that, to repudiate God’s grace.  If a living 
relationship with God could come by rule-keeping, then Christ died 
unnecessarily. 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Summing up his case against Peter, Paul declared, I do not set aside the 
grace of God.  The clear implication is that Peter and the others who 
followed him were setting aside God’s grace.  The essence of grace is for God 
to give people what they have not worked for (cf. Rom. 4:4).  To insist on 
justification or sanctification by works is to nullify the grace of God.  Further, 
such insistence on legal obedience also means Christ died for nothing.  If 
righteousness comes by keeping the Law, the Cross was a futile gesture, the 
biggest mistake in the universe. 
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“Peter, if you want to live again as the Jews under the law, you are 
‘NULLIFYING THE GRACE OF GOD,’ not me.” 
 
 
If God thought you could do it for a moment, Jesus would not have died upon 
the cross. 
 
 
The REASON given for this statement that he is “NOT NULLIFYING THE 
GRACE OF GOD” by going back under the law is seen in that next phrase: 
 

“FOR IF THROUGH LAW COMES RIGHTEOUSNESS THEN 
CHRIST DIED USELESSLY (WITHOUT A CAUSE).” 

 
 
Christ was nothing more than a martyr or a political victim.  His death was 
to no avail if righteousness can be gained by the keeping of the law. 
 
 
Separating himself from the Gentiles brings about a TWO-FOLD RESULT: 
 

1. It made Christ a MINISTER OF SIN and 
 
2. His death was USELESS. 

 
 
Peter put himself in this position simply because he was fearing what people 
might think and he was afraid to stand for his convictions. 
 
 
May we not compromise or withdraw ourselves because of fear and may we 
stand true with great courage for Christ. 
 
 
1 Corinthians 16:13 (DAV) 
 

Be on the alert, be standing fast in the faith, be showing yourselves to 
be men, be strong. 
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(Welcome to the Family by Stephen Brown) Old Tappan, NJ:  Fleming H. 
Revell Company, 1990. 

 
 I had a German shepherd whose name was Barnabus.  (Barnabus is in 
doggie heaven now, and if you don’t believe in doggie heaven, please keep 
your spurious theological views to yourself.)  Barnabus once bit the 
veterinarian and it was not one of my happier moments.  The vet had to give 
him two shots.  Barnabus took the first shot surprisingly well.  He didn’t 
whine or try to move.  But as the vet went back to the table to prepare the 
second shot, Barnabus watched him out of the corner of his eye.  As the vet 
came back with the needle prepared, my dog seemed to be saying, “Buddy,  
I can take one of those, but you only get away with it once.”  And as the vet’s 
hand moved toward Barnabus, he turned and, without warning, bit him.  
Someday, maybe soon, Jesus is coming back to our planet.  His promise is 
that although He was humiliated once, we will only get away with it once.  
Man was able to do with God’s Son what he willed the first time.  He was 
beaten, scorned, hung on a cross. 
 That won’t ever happen again.  The next time it will be different.  The 
next time Jesus comes back, He will come in power and glory, and He will 
come back to receive the Church unto Himself. 
pp. 150-51 
 
 
 
(When Being Good Isn’t Good Enough by Stephen Brown) Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson Publishers.  Copyright - Stephen Brown, 1990. 
 
 Do you remember the process I described before? (Law leads to guilt; 
guilt leads to struggle, struggle leads to failure; failure leads to more guilt; 
more guilt leads to antinomianism; antinomianism leads to apostasy; and 
apostasy leads to anger and hardness of heart.)  There is another process, 
and this process doesn’t begin with law, but with freedom and love.  Let me 
share it with you.  Love that makes you free leads to guilt.  Guilt leads to 
confession.  Confession leads to more forgiveness.  Total forgiveness leads to 
worship.  Worship leads to faithfulness. 
 Do you see it?  Faithfulness is the result of a process that begins with 
love and freedom.  Hardness of heart is the result of a process which begins 
with the law. 
pp.74-75 
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Someone has said: 
 
The law says DO, grace says DONE. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
 2:21.  Now Paul presents his conclusion.  The false-teaching Judaizers 
were voiding the grace of God by adding the works-oriented law to the work 
of Christ.  Therefore, Paul says I do not set aside the grace of God (as the 
legalists did), for if righteousness could be gained through the law, 
Christ died for nothing!  If humans could be right with God by obeying the 
law, why would he send his Son to suffer and die on a cross?  Paul concludes 
his correction of Peter by showing the utter absurdity of turning back to the 
law.  The very reason Christ died on the cross to pay for sin was because the 
law could not remove sin or impart righteousness.  Grace provides what the 
law was powerless to provide—righteousness. 
p. 25 
 
 
 
Arthur says: 
 
 There is nothing more debilitating in your relationship with God than 
to think you please God only when you keep your own little spiritual list of 
do’s and don’ts or someone else’s list which has been imposed on you.  When 
you feel God will only bless you when you don’t cross any of your man-made 
religious boundaries, you live in bondage to legalism or to the law. 
 If you belong to God through faith in Jesus Christ, then, my friend, you 
are a beloved child of God.  You are His heir forever.  You are the child of the 
free woman.  Jerusalem is your home.  You are not under condemnation.  
God’s blessing for you is that of grace, not performance.  You are an heir 
according to God’s unchangeable promise.  The Holy Spirit dwells within you 
and will never leave you nor forsake you.  You will live with God forever and 
ever.  You will never be cast out.  So cast out the bondwoman and her son.  
You are under grace not law, and when you walk in that grace you will be all 
you should and can be.  Grace doesn’t make you lawless; it simply sets you 
free from bondage God’s way, so you can live a life that is pleasing to God. 
pp. 35-36 
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Barclay says: 
 
When Paul took God at His word the midnight of law’s frustration became 
the sunshine of grace. 
p. 24 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
21 This last sentence of ch. 2 is introduced abruptly and from a new point of 
view.  In the preceding verses Paul has answered the objections of his critics.  
Now he objects to their doctrine, showing that if they are right, then Christ 
has died in vain.  The heart of Christianity lies in the grace of God and in the 
death of Jesus Christ.  To insist on justification by works undermines the 
foundation of Christianity by nullifying God’s grace. 
 Paul’s logic is incontrovertible.  Yet many still pursue the fallacious 
logic of the legalizers.  They suppose that to earn their salvation is somehow 
praiseworthy and noble, when actually it is vainglorious and ignoble.  True 
nobility (and humility) is to accept what God offers. 
p. 720 
 
 
 
Baxter says: 
 
 To Paul the issue was as vivid as it was absolutely vital—the very 
Cross of Christ itself was imperiled by this plausible legalism of the 
Judaisers: for “IF RIGHTEOUSNESS COME BY THE LAW, THEN CHRIST 
IS DEAD IN VAIN” (Gal. ii. 2I). 
p. 144 
 
 
 
Bickel & Jantz say: 
 

We need to live our life the way  
Jesus would live our life if He had our life to live. 

―Dallas Willard 
p. 61 
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Calvin says: 
 
There is great emphasis in this expression; for how dreadful is the 
ingratitude manifested in despising the grace of God, so invaluable in itself, 
and obtained at such a price!  Yet this heinous offence is charged against the 
false apostles, who were not satisfied with having Christ alone, but 
introduced some other aids towards obtaining salvation.  For, if we do not 
renounce all other hopes, and embrace Christ alone, we reject the grace of 
God.  And what resource is left to the man, who “puts from him” the grace of 
God, “and judges himself unworthy of everlasting life?”  
p. 76 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
 Christ is dead in vain.  There would have been no value in the death of 
Christ; or, Christ would have died without any reward; for the reward of his 
death is, that he has reconciled us to the Father by making an atonement for 
our sins.  Hence it follows, that we are justified by his grace, and, therefore, 
not by works. 
p. 76 
 
 
 
Dunnam says: 
 
 So in these concluding verses of chapter 2 (vv. 15-21), Paul has 
preached is whole gospel again as he did in 1:1-5.  It is the gospel of grace, 
faith, and freedom—a gospel he will now seek to vindicate in the next section 
of his letter by appeal to the facts of Christian history and experience. 
p. 50 
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Fergusson says: 
 
If we are justified by the law, or works done in obedience to the law, then 
those two absurdities would follow: 1. God’s free grace and favour should be 
rejected, despised, frustrated and made useless, (for the word signifieth all 
these,) and the reason of the consequence lieth in this, that if justification be 
by works, then it cannot be by grace, Rom. xi. 6.  2. Christ’s death had been in 
vain without any necessary cause or reason, if the justification of sinners 
would have been attained by works or by any other means. 
p. 43 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
 The concluding verses of this chapter give the truth of the position of a 
believer in Christ who is justified by faith.  It is Paul’s individual testimony 
which every believer in Christ may repeat, for what was the apostle’s position 
is ours also.  “For I through the law died to the law, that I might live unto 
God.”  The law had pronounced the sentence of death and condemnation upon 
him and, through the law he had died to the law.  But the sentence of the law 
was executed upon him in the person of Christ, who took the curse of the law, 
the condemnation, upon Himself, and believing in Christ he had died as to 
the old man.  The law had slain him, but Christ had died in his stead, and 
thus he had died to the law, for the law only has dominion over a man as long 
as he lives.  Death, the death of Christ, had freed him from the dominion of 
the law.  As having died with Christ, he was dead to the law.  And all this is 
true of every believer.  The great and precious truth of being dead with Christ 
and living unto God is blessedly stated in Paul’s triumphant declaration,  
“I was crucified with Christ.” 
p. 212 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
 Lastly, By the doctrine of justification by faith in Christ, without the 
works of the law, he avoided two great difficulties.  1.  He did not frustrate the 
grace of God.  If it be of works, it is no more of grace.  2.  He did not frustrate 
the death of Christ; for, if we look for salvation by the law of Moses, then we 
render the death of Christ needless. 
p. 1840 
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Hogg & Vine say: 
 
The teaching of the Judaizers certainly did set it aside, for if salvation is by 
grace it is no more of works, and, conversely, if it is of works it is no more of 
grace; works and grace are incompatibles, they are mutually exclusive . . . 
p. 105 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
21. I do not frustrate the grace of God—I do not make it void, as thou, 
Peter, art doing by Judaizing.  for—justifying the strong expression 
“frustrate,” or “make void.”  is dead in vain—Greek, “Christ died 
needlessly,” or “without just cause.”  Christ’s having died, shows that the law 
has no power to justify us; for if the law can justify or make us righteous, the 
death of Christ is superfluous [CHRYSOSTOM]. 
p. 1264 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
 Ver. 21 is a simple conclusion from what immediately precedes.  Men 
cannot now say, that I frustrate the grace of God, for this manifested itself 
in the atoning death of the Son of God.  But precisely in this do I believe, yes, 
my whole life is a life in faith thereon.  Exactly the reverse: if righteousness 
come through the law, then Christ died without cause, needlessly, and 
if I through the law sought justification, I should then declare the death of 
Christ to have taken place in vain, and should thus reject the grace of God: 
but now this latter is precisely what I did not do, and therefore not the 
former; I cannot be reproached with this. 
p. 52 
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Lange says: 
 
 Ver. 21.  STARKE:—The rejection of the grace of God, may take place:  
1. by a denial of the perfect satisfaction of Christ; 2. by setting along side of it 
our own merits, worthiness and righteousness, as Popery does in doctrine, 
and many even in our churches do in fact; 8. by abusing this grace to favor 
presumption, and to supersede sanctification; 4. when even sincere souls, in 
the feeling of their unworthiness, are much too timorous to appropriate grace 
to themselves, and think they must first have arrived at this or that degree of 
holiness, before grace can avail them any thing; 5. when tempted ones from a 
lack of feeling conclude that they have fallen out of grace again. 
pp. 59-60 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
The closing statement clinches all that precedes.  Not nullifying am I the 
grace of God.  For if by means of law (there is) righteousness, then did 
Christ die for nothing. 
p. 119 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 2:21  Paul concluded that Peter, by taking his stand with the Judaizers 
and thus against Christ, was in effect denying the need for God’s grace and 
thereby nullifying the benefit of Christ’s death.  righteousness.  See note on 
Romans 1:17.  Christ died in vain.  This can be better translated, “Christ 
died needlessly.”  Those who insist they can earn salvation by their own 
efforts undermine the foundation of Christianity and render unnecessary the 
death of Christ. 
p. 1664 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 All of this saving work is the gift of God’s sovereign grace.  
Consequently, Paul concludes, I do not nullify the grace of God; for if 
righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.  
In effect he was saying to Peter, “By withdrawing from fellowship with your 
Gentile brothers you take your stand with the Judaizers and against Christ.  
You nullify the grace of God by denying the need for Christ’s death, just as 
you did when you rebuked the Lord for declaring it was necessary for Him to 
suffer, be killed, and raised on the third day (see Matt. 16:21-22). 
 The two pillars of the gospel are the grace of God and the death of 
Christ, and those are the two pillars that, by its very nature, legalism 
destroys.  The person who insists that he can earn salvation by his own 
efforts undermines the very foundation of Christianity and nullifies the 
precious death of Christ on his behalf. 
p. 60 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
The main thought in this verse is simply that if there had been any other way 
to save sinners, then God would have used that method.  If a law or a religion 
could have been given that would save sinners, God would have given it.  The 
only way that an infinite God could save you and me was to send His Son to 
die.  He was willing to make the supreme sacrifice. 
p. 163 
 
 
 
Pinnock says: 
 
 In a closing remark, Paul connects grace and the death of Christ.  If we 
can justify ourselves, we nullify grace and declare the cross of Christ to have 
been redundant.  This is the true character of works-religion.  It robs Christ 
of His glory and negates the free grace of God.  Paul, for his part, will have 
none of this.  The twin hinge on which the Christian religion turns is the 
grace of God and the death of Christ.  Anyone who claims he can earn 
salvation by his own efforts is undermining the foundation of the gospel.  
Grace and atonement count for nothing if we are the masters of our destiny 
and can save ourselves. 
pp. 34-35 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
If righteousness is attainable through keeping the law of Moses, then 
God’s gracious act of sending Christ to die on the Cross to pay for sin was 
unnecessary and useless (Rom. 3:4-26). 
p. 1521 
 
 
 
Ridderbos says: 
 
 Those last words redirect our thoughts to the subject of whether there 
is room for anything else alongside of this faith.  Verse 21 excludes that 
possibility: I do not make void the grace of God.  Whatever others may want 
to do . . . not I.  And that is precisely what I should be doing if I again began 
to rely on the works of the law.  Then Christ would not have had to die (cf. 
5:11).  His death on the cross is at stake.  At its profoundest that was the 
essence of the controversy with Peter.  And that is the consequence of what 
the Galatians are doing also, if they again permit themselves to be brought 
under the law.  That, too, is the thing that will be sharply and forcefully said 
in the sequel, beginning immediately at 3:1. 
pp. 106-107 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
I do not thwart the efficacy of the grace of God.  For if through law comes 
righteousness, then Christ died without a cause. 
p. 204 
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(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 
Hendrickson. Copyright – Unknown.  

 
All, blessed be God, were safe in the ark, no ruin entered there.  From 

the huge elephant down to the tiny mouse all were safe.  The timid hare was 
equally secure with the courageous lion, the helpless cony as safe as the 
laborious ox.  All are safe in Jesus.  My soul, art thou in Him? 
p. 613 
 
 
What a battle He had in us before we would be won!  How long he laid siege 
to our hearts! how often He sent us terms of capitulation! but we barred our 
gates, and fenced our walls against Him.  Do we not remember that glorious 
hour when He carried our hearts by storm? when He placed His cross against 
the wall, and scaled our ramparts, planting on our strongholds the blood-red 
flag of His omnipotent mercy?  Yes, we are, indeed, the conquered captives of 
His omnipotent love. 
p. 640 
 
 
 
(A Continual Feast by Jan Karon) New York, NY: Viking / Penguin Group. 

Copyright – Jan Karon, 2005.  
 
In general those who have nothing to say  
Contrive to spend the longest time in doing it. 

James Russell Lowell 
 
 
Work is not always required . . . there is such a thing as sacred idleness, the 
cultivation of which is now fearfully neglected. 

George Macdonald 
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(Abba’s Child: The Cry of the Heart for Intimate Belonging by Brennan 
Manning) Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress.  Copyright - Brennan 
Manning, 1994.   

 
From the first moment of our existence our most powerful yearning is to 
fulfill the original purpose of our lives―“to see Him more clearly, love Him 
more dearly, follow Him more nearly.”  We are made for God, and nothing 
less will really satisfy us.  C. S. Lewis could say that he was “surprised by 
joy,” gripped by a desire that made “everything else that had ever happened  
. . . insignificant in comparison.”  Our hearts will ever be restless until they 
rest in Him. 
pp. 38-39 
 
 
 
(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)  Grand Rapids, MI: 

Discovery House. Copyright– Oswald Chambers Publications 
Association, 1992. 

 
 My Unstoppable Determination for His Holiness. 
“Whether it means life or death—it makes no difference!” (see 1:21).  Paul 
was determined that nothing would stop him from doing exactly what God 
wanted.  But before we choose to follow God’s will, a crisis must develop in 
our lives.  This happens because we tend to be unresponsive to God’s gentler 
nudges.  He brings us to the place where He asks us to be our utmost for Him 
and we begin to debate.  He then providentially produces a crisis where we 
have to decide—for or against.  That moment becomes a great crossroads in 
our lives.  If a crisis has come to you on any front, surrender your will to 
Jesus absolutely and irrevocably.  
(January 1) 
 
 
 All our promises and resolutions end in denial because we have no 
power to accomplish them.  When we come to the end of ourselves, not just 
mentally but completely, we are able to “receive the Holy Spirit.”  “Receive the 
Holy Spirit”—the idea is that of invasion.  There is now only One who directs 
the course of your life, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
(January 5) 
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(Singleness of Heart: Restoring the Divided Soul by Clifford Williams) 
Vancouver, British Columbia: Regent College Publishing. Copyright – 
Clifford Williams, 1994.  

 
In exploring the genuineness of contrition and acceptance of love, I shall be 
dealing with matters that go to the root of human existence.  Both contrition 
and acceptance of love collide with the motives that undercut singleness of 
heart, and these motives, as we have seen, permeate every area of our lives, 
both secular and religious.  With them we have built up a sense of worth, and 
through them we have carved out an identity, both of which must crumble 
and be remade when we become open to God’s grace. 
p. 89 
 
 
 
(Brokenness: The Heart God Revives by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) Chicago, IL: 

Moody Press. Copyright – Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2002.  
 

When Melanie Adams finally came to the end of herself and was 
broken before God and her husband, God began to increase her capacity for 
love and for worship.  Several months after that initial point of brokenness, 
Melanie wrote to tell some of the changes that had taken place in her life as a 
result: 
 

I have fallen in love with my husband more deeply than ever.   
It was quite a rude awakening to realize the chasm in our marriage 
was my fault, born of an unforgiving heart.  My husband has forgiven 
me and I smile at the future. 

I have developed the somewhat frustrating habit of crying all 
the time—not a normal response for me.  In church, a song of worship 
or a meaningful message finds me borrowing my husband’s 
handkerchief as he gently pats my hand. 

 
God’s Word jumps off the page every time I open His Holy 

Book—it is personal now.  I enjoy a sweet communion with the Lord 
and have heartfelt gratitude for His love and sacrifice that I never 
knew before.  I have peace and joy, and He has given me a new song. 

pp. 116-117 
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(Grace Notes: Daily Readings with a Fellow Pilgrim by Philip Yancey)  Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Someone Cares Charitable Trust, 
2009. 

 
AUGUST 25 

 
Grace in Action 

 
 Grace means that no mistake we make in life disqualifies us from 
God’s love.  It means that no person is beyond redemption, no human stain 
beyond cleansing.  We live in a world that judges people by their behavior 
and requires criminals, debtors, and moral failures to live with the 
consequences.  Even the church finds it difficult to forgive those who fall 
short. 
 Grace is irrational, unfair, unjust, and only makes sense if I believe in 
another world governed by a merciful God who always offers another chance.  
“Amazing Grace,” a rare hymn that in recent times climbed the charts of 
popular music, holds out the promise that God judges people not for what 
they have been but what they could be, not by their past but by their future.  
John Newton, a gruff and bawdy slave trader, “a wretch like me,” wrote that 
hymn after being transformed by the power of amazing grace. 
 When the world sees grace in action, it falls silent.  Nelson Mandela 
taught the world a lesson in grace when, after emerging from prison after 
twenty-seven years and being elected president of South Africa, he asked his 
jailer to join him on the inauguration platform.  He then appointed 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu to head an official government panel with a 
daunting name, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  Mandela sought 
to defuse the natural pattern of revenge that he had been in so many 
countries where one oppressed race or tribe took control from another. 
 For the next two-and-a-half years, South Africans listened to reports of 
atrocities coming out of the TRC hearings.  The rules were simple: if a white 
policeman or army officer voluntarily faced his accusers, confessed his crime, 
and fully acknowledged his guilt, he could not be tried and punished for that 
crime.  Hard-liners grumbled about the obvious injustice of letting criminals 
go free, but Mandela insisted that the country needed healing even more 
than it needed justice. 
 [Continued on August 26] 
 

Rumors of Another World (222-23) 
p. 277 
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(The Me I Want to Be: Becoming God’s Best Version of You by John Ortberg)  
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– John Ortberg, 2010. 

 
 We go through this life one time.  Some wonderful things will happen 
to us; some dreams will come true.  Some terrible things will happen to us, 
bringing with them pain, problems, and disappointment.  Of that we can be 
certain.  But we can go through this life worried—or we can go through it at 
peace. 
 
 Life is too short, 
  joy is too precious. 
   God is too good, 
    our soul is too valuable, 
     we matter too much 

to throw away a single moment of our one and only life on anxious 
striving. 

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid. 
 
 On belay. 
p. 127 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
 
LESSON #1:  God blesses those who have courage enough to stand for their 

convictions. 
 
 
LESSON #2:  Job said: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end 

he will stand upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own 
eyes―I, and not another.  How my heart yearns within me!” (Job 19:25-
27 NIV). 

 
 
LESSON #3:  Esther said: “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, 

and fast for me.  Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day.  I and 
my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, 
even though it is against the law.  And if I perish, I perish” (Esther 
4:16 NIV). 

 
 
LESSON #4:  Daniel stood for his convictions.  “But Daniel resolved not to 

defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief 
official for permission not to defile himself this way. . . . Now when 
Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to 
his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem.  Three 
times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his 
God, just as he had done before” (Dan. 1:8; 6:10 NIV). 

 
 
LESSON #5:  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego stood for their convictions.  

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, ‘O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this 
matter.  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is 
able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.  
But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not 
serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up’” (Dan. 
3:16-18 NIV).  

 
 
LESSON #6:  No one is made righteous by the works of the Law. 
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(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom) Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell. 
Copyright – Corrie ten Boom, 1977, 2003.  

 
How Blunders Make Beauty 
 
I once visited a weaver’s school, where the students were making beautiful 
patterns.  I asked, “When you make a mistake, must you cut it out and start 
from the beginning?” 

A student said, “No.  Our teacher is such a great artist that when we 
make a mistake, he uses it to improve the beauty of the pattern. 

That is what the Lord does with our mistakes.  He is the greatest 
artist, but we must surrender.  Surrender your blunders to the Lord.  He can 
use them to make the pattern of your life more beautiful. 

 
Faith came singing into my room, 
And other guests took flight. 
Grief, anxiety, fear and gloom, 
Sped out into the night. 
 
I wondered that such peace could be, 
But Faith said gently, “Don’t you see, 
That they can never live with me?:” 

Elizabeth Cheney 
 

Thy faith has made thee whole. 
Matthew 9:22 KJV 

 
Lord, we can be so depressed when we blunder.  It is wonderful to know that 
our mistakes can be useful to you, because you are our master artist. 
p. 174 
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(In God We Still Trust by Dr. Richard G. Lee) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson.  
Copyright – Thomas Nelson, Inc., 2009. 

 
YES, THERE IS HOPE 
 
On September 14, 2001, in the aftermath of the September 11 attacks, Dr. 
Billy Graham led a national prayer and remembrance service at Washington 
National Cathedral in which he reminded every American: 
 This event reminds us of the brevity and the uncertainty of life.  We 
never know when we too will be called into eternity.  I doubt if even one of 
those people who got on those planes or walked into the World Trade Center or 
the Pentagon last Tuesday morning thought it would be the last day of their 
lives.  It didn’t occur to them.  And that’s why each of us needs to face our own 
spiritual need and commit ourselves to God and His will now. 
 Here in this majestic National Cathedral we see all around us symbols 
of the Cross.  For the Christian, I’m speaking for the Christian now, the Cross 
tells us that God understands our sin and our suffering, for He took upon 
Himself in the person of Jesus Christ our sins and our suffering.  And from 
the Cross, God declares, “I love you.  I know the heartaches and the sorrows 
and the pains that you feel.  But I love you.” 
 The story does not end with the Cross, for Easter points us beyond the 
tragedy of the Cross to the empty tomb.  It tells us that there is hope for eternal 
life, for Christ has conquered evil and death, and hell.  Yes, there is hope. 
p. 77 
 
 
 
(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson)  

San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright– Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

 
Released from the tyranny of condemnation—by critics and by conscience— 
I find all things new, O Lord.  Instill now strong habits of virtue in place of 
the sins to which I have become accustomed.  Amen. 
p. 277 
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(Christ/Life by Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth 
Myers, 2005.  

 
Lord Jesus, thank You that I have inner oneness 

with You in the core of my being. 
 

How grateful I am that You demonstrated in Your life on earth a 
constant dependence on Your Father—and that I am to live and 
serve with complete dependence on You as my indwelling Lord. 

Open my eyes as I focus on Your life as You walked on earth. 
May I in fresh ways behold Your glory, “the glory of the One and Only, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14, NIV). 

 
What a delight to know that, as I fix my heart and eyes on You, 

You continue by Your Holy Spirit to transform me into Your 
image through my inner union with You. 

 
And Father, I rejoice that, because of Your gift of life through Christ, 
the impossible goal of being holy and acceptable to You has become a 
reality in my life.  How I rejoice that in the core of my being I’ve been 

made righteous with Your righteousness and alive with your life. 
 

Thank You again, Father, that both now and forever I’m united 
with Your Son Jesus by Your indwelling Spirit.  Blessed Trinity! 

p. 99 
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