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) STUDY # THREE
GROWTH IS PRODUCED BY THE WORD 1:19-27

KEY VERSE»‘;! 1:21) R

%1 ”§ﬂﬁf"%o save your souls.
' MEMORY VERSE: 1:22 "
TEXT: 1:19-27
You know this, my beloved brethren, now let every man be quick to
hear, slow to speak, slow to anger. For a man's wrath does not
d’ bring about the righteousness of God. Wherefore having laid aside
L all moral uncleanness and wickedness, which is abounding, in
meekness receive the implanted Word which 1s able to save your
)ﬂt /( souls. But keep on becoming doers of the Word and not hearers
“ﬂ/ only, deceiving yourselves. Because if anyone is a hearer of the
susf . ¢ Word and not a doer, this one is llke a man looking at the face
fh@ of his birth in a mirror. For he looked at himself and he has
J7s gone off and immediately forgot what sort of person he was. But
J4 Tbjl( he who has looked into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and has
continued in it, not having been a hearer who forgets, but a doer
“ + who works, this man shall be blessed in what he does. If any man
s is thinking himself to be religious, not holding in check his tongue;
(}mw but 1s deceiving hls own heart, his religion is worthless. Re-
ligion which is pure and undefiled in the presence of our God and
\ Father is this, to look after orphans and widows in their distress,
,} to keep oneself unspotted by the world.
EXPOSITION: n our studies we have noted twp Po ers for Progress.
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gthren, now let gvery

X e work of
i (ﬁi/' e " :
“ ﬁﬁ 2 jruq"_g pdb=g "Stand silent, know that I am God, I shall be honore&d

i\ byrevery nat;on in the world."

saylng this is the way, walk ye in it, when you turn to the
righthand and when you turn to the lefthand."
4, James says in chapter 3:2 "For we commit many sins. If any-
one does not stumble on words, this one is a fully developed
/) man, able to hold in check also his entire body."
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READ:

man was traveling in Canada one
springtime when frost and melt-

ing snow made it nearly impossible to
drive farther. He came to a crossroads
and saw a sign that said, “Take care
which rut you choose. You will be in
it for the next 25 miles.” That’s a wise

- warning for all of us—and not just

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 when we’re driving in rough road

conditions.
Whenever we come to a crossroads

1 diécipline my body  in life, what choice do we make? In
and bring it into other words, in what direction will we

subjection.

—1 Corinthians 9:27

travel and what habits—which ruts of
routine—will we establish?

THE BiBLE IN ONE YEAR:

@ Numbers 1-3

\J i Mark 3

A habit is a pattern of behavior that
we follow consistently. We need to
decide prayerfully what habits we will
practice. Will our habits be mere ruts

of routine? Or will they become “grooves of grace”?

Paul referred to his life’s journey as a race. He learned
that the only way to stay the course was to “discipline [his]
body and bring it into subjection” (1 Corinthians 9:27). That
implied establishing a consistent pattern of godly behavior.

Good health habits are important, but spiritual disciplines
are far more important. Are we choosing to develop consis-
tent habits of prayer, Bible reading, and kindness?

A habit is just a rut of routine. But good spiritual discipline
can transform our ruts into grooves of grace. — Vernon Grounds

Lord, keep me in Your groove of grace,

Theschasen path for me;
Your will I daily will embrace
Until eternity. —Hess

In the beginning we make our habits;

in the end our habits make us.

» YOUR DAILY WALK “| have learned how to get along happily whether
¥ | have much or little” (Philippians 4:11). Do you recognize those words?
They aren’t the declaration of a plaster saint or the meaningless small

Those who truly
aspire to be
Christlike
should not be
surprised when
the mob comes
to crucify them.

talk of featherbed royalty. Rather, they are the carefully reasoned words
of Paul—a man who had been beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, imperiled,
and impoverished. He had learned the secret of being content, regard-
less of the circumstances swirling around him.

Jeremiah was much like Paul. On trial for his life, slandered by a fellow
prophet, faced with a howling mob demanding his blood, Jeremiah
calmly went about delivering his God-given message of judgment and
doom. He lived above his circumstances, not under them, in his walk
with God.
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Gop’'s PERMISSIVE WiLL

believer. Practical Application: The enemy is the devil. . . . He

will do everything he can to deceive and capture the believer.!
*  “[comp. ‘method’]; travelling over, i.e. travesty (trickery): —

wile, lie in wait.”?
*  “Method, the following or pursuing of an orderly and tech-
nical procedure in the handling of a subject.”

£ ph. Gé lo- 13 s tvateqres 7

No matter how often I've seen or even shared the definitions
of methodeia, my skin crawls every time. I hope you absorbed the
concept soberly. The most obvious English word found in the
Greek is method. 1f we could only understand that the devil does
not work haphazardly but carefully, methodically, weaving and
spinning, and watching for just the right time. He truly has
method to his madness. He draws out plans and executes them
very carefully. He carefully sets traps for the express purpose of
wreaking destruction in the lives of the saints.

Earlier we discussed that anything God does, Satan attempts
to countcrf%e of the first biblical principles most believers
learn concefning their new agenda is that God has a plan for
their lives. Please hear this with your whole heart, believer: so
does Satan. Consider the following truths and their suggested

counterfeits:

% * “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future” (Jer. 29:11).

§( *  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the devil,
“plans to totally bankrupt you and to harm you, plans to

make you hopeless and to destroy your future.”

Beb Mo or—,
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When Satan turns up the heat, 1 often say something like this
to myself: You have no idea whats going on out there, old girl. This
could be really important. Stand firm and don’t give the yell leaders
of hell anything to cheer about. God is for you. Back up a second.
Do you realize God is for you? Yes, the stakes are high. Yes, the
battle is rough and sometimes seems unbearable, but God is
always for us. Then why does He let our opponents hit us so hard?
To prove that we, mere mortal flesh and blood, terribly self-
centered by nature, really are for God.

Perhaps right about now, you're feeling sick inside thinking,
But I've already blown my play. I failed my test. Listen here, brother
or sister. Do you want to talk about someone who has blown
some plays? I have! But 'm thankful to say God didn’t take me
off the team. He took me to the locker room, gave me a little
chewing out, a lot of coaching, a little cheering, and sent me back
onto the field. His strategy seemed to be making the competition
tougher and tougher until I had to toughen up or die. To the
glory of God, I have made most of my plays since then.
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Genesis 4:6, 7 /%’_”'

Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your faqe
downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be a_lccept.ed? But if you do
not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you,

but you must master it.”

Luke 22:31, 32

Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to si.ft you like
wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you,
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KP when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” ‘ té
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) If your study  How should you read the Bible? The key is a responsive heart. God f
' of God's Word wants his Word to change your life as it convicts you of sin and instry
does riof change you in righteousness. Ignoring God'’s commands is dangerous busines

the way you |n fact, it would be better not to know them at all than to know them |

live, either you and then not obey.
arealready - -

perfect or not
studying
correctly.
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“Having Girded Your Loins with Truth”

F —— — E
The real secret to happiness isn't anywhere in prime-time entertain- -Q

ment, of course. The key to a fulfilled life has nothing to do with fast

cars, revolving partners, or this year’s fashions. Those are just counter- A4F &

feits with which the enemy and the flesh conspire to tempt us. And the

remedy—the number one defense against this devious deception—is to

clothe ourselves in truth. |

Wield Your Weapons

Y—The deceit, the lie of the devil, consists of this: that he wishes ("‘
to make man believe that he can live without God’s word. o q

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
X
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5. One who is quick to hear and slow to speak has learned the
lesson of controlling his tongue, sO as a result he will
control his body and the rest of his actions. K natural out-
growth of beéing quick to hear and slow to speak will be a

slowness to anger.
f‘orm good examples of the H
’ _ e , It is also goo or us ¢t

6.

and the oL

mmature person, who is not following the Pointers for
Progress that James i1s setting out for us, will be one who
willl become disheartened by the testing of his faith and who

will be wanting to gratify his own selfish desires. Who _also_
WIII‘EE'SEE_ﬁﬁﬁLEE#%ever listening but always ready to give a
piece of advice and when things don't go his way, to get very.

m For a man's wrath does not bring agbout the righteous-

& & OC .
1. Here Tames gives us the or his three-fold command in
verse 1 The reason be""”'at a man's wrath does not bring
about the righteousness of God.
\ 2. There are many Jlllusizations in the scriptu fortify this
) statement. Way back in the book of Genes@ound out

that his wrath did not work the righteousne God, for in
ath he took the 1ife of his brother Abel.

g to it did not work the righteousness of God.
was enraged by the fact that the prophet suggested that

wenty-Onef Wherefore, having laid aside all moral unclean- O
d wickedness n_meekness recelve

Verse

As the Word of God is allowed °
rowth

ake root in our" A 1€ _Eth

evelopment in making us more like Jesus Christ.
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““ He hath said."—Hebrews xiii. §.

F %F we can only grasp _these words by faith, we

have an all-conquering weapon in our hand.

What doubt will not be slain by this two-edged
sword ? What fear is there which shall not fall smitten
with a deadly wound before this arrow from the bow
of God’s covenant? Will not the distresses of life
and the pangs of death; will not the corruptions
within, and the snares without; will not the trials
from above, and the temptations from beneath, all
seem but light afflictions, when we can hide ourselves
beneath the bulwark of “He hath said”? Yes;
whether for delight in our quietude, or for strength in
our conflict, “ He hath said ”’ must be our daily resort.
And this may teach us the extreme value of searching
the Scriptures. There may be a promise in the Word
which would exactly fit your case, but you may not
know of it, and therefore you miss its comfort. You
are like prisoners in a dungeon, and there may be one
key in the bunch which would unlock the door, and
you might be free ; but if you will not look for it, you
may remain a prisoner still, though liberty is so near
at hand. There may be a potent medicine in the
great pharmacopceia of Scripture, and you may yet
continue sick unless you will examine and search
the Scriptures to discover what “He hath said.”
Should you not, besides reading the Bible, store your
memories richly with the promises of God? You can
recollect the sayings of great men; you treasure up
the verses of renowned poets ; ought you not to be
profound in your knowledge of the words of God, so
that you may be able to quote them readily when
you would solve a difficulty, or overthrow a doubt ?
Since “ He hath said *’ is the source of all wisdom, and
the fountain of all comfort, let it dwell in you richly,
as “A well of water, springing up unto everlasting

life.”  So shall you grow healthy, strong, and happy
in the divine lifc. /
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ﬁ [ Peter 2:1-2 '"So get rid of your feelings of hatred. Don't

Just pretend to be good. Be done with dishonesty and jealousy
and talking about others:behind their backs. If you have tasted
4;n43 the Lord's goodness and kindness, cry for more as a baby cries
“db//”/ for milk. ©Eat God's Word. Read it, think about-it, and grow
strong in the Lerd.

. The Lord Jesus like the to seed that falls on
dl erent tvpes of soil in Matthgg.la. The desire of James is
},Q&- that we might i 0 Soll and we would recelve the

il V&$ implanted Word and t characterizes this "which is able
2y Ffil_s%zw
Gt . rst of all, we will notice that he asks us to do Ly
eot/////Jl Cpla aside all moral uncle , and second;yC@wicke ness
is abounding s 1s the negative side of the.coln and then

i -t% the pos tlve 1s "1n meekness recedlve the implanted Word which ich o
QB is able to save LLS
fi . David ralises the questlon 1n[Eﬁalm_llﬂaﬂj”Wherew1thall shall

@,% a young man cleanse his way" and then he gives the answer in

verse 11 "by taking heed thereto according to Thy Word. Thy
heart that I might not sin against Thee."
" "And we will never stop thanking God for
di\ }{% his that when we preached to you, you didn't think of the

! A uords we spoke as being Jjust our own, but you accepted what we
ﬂﬁﬁ &5 ,*, “sald as the very Word of God, which of course it was and it
Mﬁ ai}m“ changed your llves when you belleved ol S
) T _ : , : : el

"Wwhere there is 1ifeI there w1l1
Only as the Word is really 1mplanted does it become
uﬂFf 7 uniteo Wi the heart. Upless the Truth becomes rooted in us,
Qﬁﬁ? Qﬂéh thrgugh Faith. the frult 6 p eoushness cannot be brought
_cjm ;f forth. K5 the word 1is rooted more aeepIE; tEe new Ilfquevelogs
e mmmm

and the old life d e85 .

v P“i b de ivin oul elves K —
QO eo- aus ~ih this section, has asked us to be  gui
\200‘ ‘ hea slow to .0".,' slow to ..'--'-' and ‘(j,o‘;r gy _aside =
5(6 uncl canness aho'f wicke v.(ﬂul-i‘!» "and to & eCe ive the lmp =_.._a ed _Worgd
@gg./ .)( and now e are not only to receive it but we are t ‘be doers
of the WC m.iis.r.ﬁmﬁm{ S T TSCTV

3 BB} "And they come unto Thee as the people come and
before Thee as my people and they hear Thy Words but
they will not do them. For with their mouth they show much
love but their heart goes after their covetousness."



Jeremiah 36:11-28

B

When Micaiah son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, heard all the words
of the Lord from the scroll, he went down to the secretary’s room in the
royal palace, where all the officials were sitting: Elishama the secretary,
Delaiah son of Shemaiah, Elnathan son of Acbor, Gemariah son of
Shaphan, Zedekiah son of Hananiah, and all the other officials. After
Micaiah told them everything he had heard Baruch read to the people
from the scroll, all the officials sent Jehudi son of Nethaniah, the son of
Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to say to Baruch, “Bring the scroll from
which you have read to the people and come.” So Baruch son of Neriah
went to them with the scroll in his hand. They said to him, “Sit down,
please, and read it to us.” So Baruch read it to them. When they heard
all these words, they looked at each other in fear and said to Baruch, “We
must report all these words to the king.” Then they asked Baruch, “Tell
us, how did you come to write all this? Did Jeremiah dictate it?” “Yes,”
Baruch replied, “he dictated all these words to me, and I wrote them in
ink on the scroll.” Then the officials said to Baruch, “You and Jeremiah,
go and hide. Don’t let anyone know where you are.” After they put the

scroll in the room of Elishama the secretaryi they went to the king in the

courtyard and reported everything to him. [The king sent Jehudi to get
the scroll, and Jehudi brought it from the room of Elishama the secretary
and read it to the king and all the officials standing beside him. It was
the ninth month and the king was sitting in the winter apartment, with a
fire burning in the firepot in front of him. Whenever Jehudi had read
three or four columns of the scroll, the king cut them off with a scribe’s
knife and threw them into the firepot, until the entire scroll was burned in
the fire. The king and all his attendants who heard all these words
showed no fear, nor did they tear their clothes. Even though Elnathan,
Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to burn the scroll, he would not
listen to them. Instead, the king commanded Jerahmeel, son of the king,
Seraiah son of Azriel and Shelemiah son of Abdeel to arrest Baruch the
scribe and Jeremiah the prophet. But the Lord had hidden them. After
the king burned the scroll containing the words that Baruch had written
at Jeremiah’s dictation, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: “Take
another scroll and write on it all the words that were on the first scroll,
which Jehoiakim king of Judah burned up.

Matthew 4:4

But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread
alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”



Psalm 119:9, 11

How can a young man keep his way pure?
By living according to your word.

I have hidden your word in my heart
that I might not sin against you.

2 Timothy 2:15

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does
not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.

1 Thessalonians 2:13

And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received
from us the word of God’s message, you accepted it not as the word of
men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its
work in you who believe.

Ephesians 6:17

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.

sbr- Q-2 a8
%MWMQWMZ@M the  Commandis
s Jpa 5 9 Mo Treanured the worda
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! .*5 How very refreshing it is to read inw”ﬁmd he took
the Book of the Covenant and read in'the hearing of the people

and they sald all that the Lord hath said will we do and be

obedient,"
j&6. atthew 24 2 ,“All who listen to My instructions and follow
like a2 man who builds his house on solid rock.

Though the rains come in torrents and the floods rise and the
2 storm winds beat against his house, it won't collapse for it
N is bullt on rock. But those who hear My instructions and
& ignore them are foolish like a man who builds his house on sand.
O g;#\*q For when the rains and floods come and storm winds beat against
® \e s his house, it will fall with a mighty crash."
.B§C>Q$S$’ 7 What James is desirous of here is that these Christiansduilltae$

into practice in their daily lives.
*m ?ecause iT _anvone 1s-a hearer of the Word and
ike a man looking at ace o 15 _Dirth
s g nirror.
In this 23rd verse, James gives us the reason he 1is making the
command in verse 22, to be doers of the Word and not hearers

only. He is usling the illustration of looking into a mirror
when we look into the scriptures.

2. Paul says in %%%% "In the same way, we can see
and understan@ only a little about God now, as if we were
) peering at His reflection in a poor mirror, but some day we
are golng to see Him in Hlis completeness, face to face. Now
all that I know is hazy and blurred, but then I will see every-

thing clearly, just as clearly as God sees into my heart right
now."

3. Before growth can take place ipn the J1lfe. ope must see fhlings
w- 2S.thel Ied ace,. God has.provided for ug fhe mirror of fhg

[ord S0 at _we xpprht have a reflection to work on

_* ﬂ he looked at himsell and he has_gone o
GLITU fnedilate gee-wnat _sort ol persop he was.
. +#ere James completes the illustration o ust being a listener

) : and not a doer. The man looked into the mirror alright and saw

mepﬁ a reflection and evidently didn't like what he saw so he went
off and forgot what sort of person he was. It is a painful pro-
cess to look into the mirror because it shows us for what we

l‘ really are. There 18 no p0551b111ty of flattery at _this point. = .
QGSW 2. ' In ozrde - ) Christi ‘-vvience it will>e
\\ & &
eo' 3 ptp sooking 1nto the mlrror with the prayer o' the psa mis:
\g&‘ﬁ * Q,on our 1lips, is the iF) ; &il1l provide growth and progress
A en through the Word. |BSE ' 'Search me oh God and know
Q&\ my heart. Try me & sughts and see if there be any
*ﬂ wicked way in me. in the way everlasting.' sﬁgéj
3. Paul admonishes the 8] with the following words "EEt—"

| the- Wordsof-Ghrist di ] w riehly, in-all-wisdom, -teaching
) |wsand@admonishing, onﬁwanebher dn-psalms—and-hymns and spirpitual
' \\.Lé‘@w} songs, singing with grace™ In your-hearts-to-the-bord."

—
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k. Guy King, in his book A Belief That Behaves, says "You can
help the Tace you were _born with by reflecting the llgiugguu;
were new-born u !

5. Paul says inlII Corin;g;%gg éilﬁg"But we Christians have no
veidl over our faces, we can be mirrors that brightly reflect
the glory of the Lord as the Spirit of the Lord works within

us. We become more and more like Him and reflect Him more
brightly."

Ver e -Hive But he who has looked into the perfect law
e law of liber H Eas conginueq 1n 1T, Nob navin Been a
ssed in wha e does.

1. Here James now i1orms8 the contrast to one who has looked into
the mirror and gone off and forgotten about what sort of per-
son he was with the a : (s Raat b - ;

He is one who looks into the perfect
and he continues in it.

2. ‘¢Qou shall know the Truth and the .
3 we "
b, ﬁ'ames goes on to say that this person who continues in the

perfect law of liberty is a person who has not been a hearer
who forgets, but a doer who works. This man shall be blessed
in what he does. What James 1s saying is that there is a

> believing o jf. We must
take the truth we have learned from the mirror of the Word and

do something about applying it to our daily lives. is
aIl__,he only _way thg Word can be effective in our llves %g %Eed
oint of in row
5. I am reminded, once again, of I Peter 2:2-3 "As new-born babes,
desire the sincere milk of the
If so be ye have tasted that the d is gracious."
6. This also agrees with the words of t salmist in Psalm 1
"Blessed is the man who walks not in the counse e ungodly,

nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the
scornful, but his delight is in the Law of the Lord and in His
Law doth he meditate day and night. He shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of the water, that brings forth its fruit
in its season. It's leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever
he doeth shall prosper =

8. TWe nave the promlse in the last Statement of this verse. .This
man . In chapter 1:l2, we
n tha e man wno nolds S ground while being Tested in
the faith will receive the crown of 1life and here we find the
man who is a doer of the scripture, is a man who will be blessed
in that which he does.

ﬂ 1:8 Jaseph
Heen
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Barrett, in her book, makes reference to Pilgrim's Progress
when she says "There is a wonderful story about a couple of
pilgrims who are on their way to the celestial city and they
got up into some mountains and ran into some Shepherds and
the Shepherds gave them a beautiful looking-glass. Now the
glass was one in a thousand, writes Bunyon, it would reflect
a man one way, with his own features exactly but turn it an-
other way and it would show the very faee of the Prince of
pilgrims Himself. Yea, I have talked with those who can tell
and they have said they have seen the very crown of thorns
upon His head. By looking into this glass, they have seen
also the holes in His hands, His feet and His side. Yea,
such an excellancy is there in this glass that it will show
Him to.ope if he has a mind to see Him."

Verse Twenty-Sixy

If any man is thinking himself to be religious
in check hls ftongue ecelving his own he

James gives us in verses 26 & 27 a negative and a positive
illustration of what he means by a hearer who forgets and a
doer who works.

Johnstone points out in this 26th verse "we have a hearer of
the Word who attends church with great regularity. The Bible
is familiar, and he regards his character with complacency

and has a tongue unbridled and restrained by Christian judgment
and feeling."

James will have a good bit more to say in chapter 3 with regard
to this matter of the tongue _
Jesus says in Matthew 5-37 "A good man speech reveals the
rich treasures with '=m. n evilhearted man 1s filled with /
venom and his speech reveals it and I tell you this, that you . _
mﬁgf'EiVE a count on Judgme ment Day for every dTé wor&ryou speak.

your fate. Either you will be justified. .

'bY"them on you will bé condemned

The Christian would do well to follow James piece of advice in
- ; and that is to be quick to hear, slow to sgeakf and

rour brain is in gear pefore you Eut g&“

Paul mentlons in the f the Spirit, in Galatlans 5,
that one of these is?gglg—gontrol.? As the Spirit has opportunity
to work in our livessHePproduces in us the ability to hold in
check our tongue. The person who is not doing the Word, is one
who is controlled by the flesh rather than by the Spirit, and as
a result is not holding his tongue in check. But, there are two
things he is doing, he is deceiving his own heart and his reli-
gion is worthless.

The picture here is a picture a man who comes to the worship
service, he hears fthe scripture and he_goes his way. He forgets
what he has heard. He feels he is religious but he is decelving
his own heart and his religion is worthless. If, through the
process of hearing the Word, he is not growing to the point
where he is able to exercise discipline or self-control in hold-
ing his tongue in check.
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9. In essence, what James is saying is that it takes discipline,

the discipline of the Spirig, to be a doer who works rather
than a hearer who forgets. Here Jameg.li.uwanfing to pul.foc

gether the man's creed with his conduct; his professign.idtlh
E;E i

s _practice.
10. aul speaks of the Bereans in Actg 17:11 as these were more

noble than those in Thessalonica in that they received the
Word with all readiness of mind and searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so.

11. Jesus also says in ohn 13:17 "If ye know these things, happy

///,, ¢ profession and in verse 27 he_ls ElVlng us the QpSltlve side

et’ o it.
Akﬂiuab There are two things that James says about pure and undefiled
U hS s e

rellgion_ln verse 27. EFirsy e look after orphans and
widows in their distrefss d [secondl he keeps himself un-

spotted by the world. In ot he is carin% fOE th
he is keepin S e clean.

needs of o

and secondl

3. . S a ne e
Word - of all, he is manife y 1—
A( ne and self-control of his tongue and secopdly,
) manllestine Chrlstian love 1n S_concern ang ring f’or the
needs ofrothers. hirdl ohl ife has a qual of-purit

about it in that he is keeping himself unspotted by e world.

4, James is going to have more to say about the world in the Uth
chapter.

5. IL Corinthians 6:17=18 '"Wherefore, come out from among them
and be ye separate, saith the Lord and touch not the unclean
thing. I will be a Father unto you and ye shall be My sons
and daughters."

6. Our astronauts, when they landed on the moon, found that the
moon dust was a real problem. It was everywhere and they were
unable to keep clean. James realizes there is a defiling in-
fluence in this world and compromise with 1t can only lead to

uncleanness.
7. Paul says in RBomapns 12:2 "Be not conformed to this world, but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind." John says in

I John 2:15 "Love not the world, neither the things that are
in the world for all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the prlde of life 1s not of
the Father but is of the world."

8. Qalatians 1.4 "Who gave Himself for our sins that He might de-
liver us from this present evil age according to the Will of
God and our Father

lzes then b uk axh“aSna.‘e characteri

person Who 18 d01ng the w.

e~ s a o discinl ne, 5
® purity
l.
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CONCLUSION: We come now to the end of our study #3 Growth is
Produced by the Word and we have lobked .ftogether at the words
of James, especially in verse 21 "wherefore, having laid aside
all moral uncleanness and wickedness, which is abounding, in meek-
ness receive the implanted Word which is able to save your souls.
It is only as we look into the mirror of the Word of God and see
that which is needful for us to do that we will lay aside all moral
uncleanness and wickedness and receive the instruction from the
implanted Word. The one who is growing through the Word will be
manifesting this by the three qualities in verses 26 and 27. He
will be manifesting disciplipe,_love, and purity in all Qf his
relationships. It is my prayer that we might learn well the lesson
a

--to make progress towards Christian maturily, wWé must be those

who are putting into practice that which we know. The man that will
do this will be blessed in all that he does. S ———
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34 The Parables in Matthew 13

deliberately to hinder the crowds from understanding our
Lotd’s teaching. This I strongly deny to be so. The crowd
that was not part of the “‘in”’ group could blame nobody
but themselves.

In our Lord’s words in verse 12 you will find a basic,
fundamental principle of life. It is simply this: what we do
not use we lose. Suppose your arm were fastened securely
in a sling for a long period of time so that you did not use
one muscle in that arm. You would discover that the arm
would begin to atrophy and weaken. If you didn’t use the
arm you would lose the ability to use it.

In the parable of the sower, Jesus is speaking about how
people hear the Word of God. He said, **“Who hath earts to
hear, let him hear’" (verse 9). Luke added the words,
““Take heed therefore how ye hear’” (Luke 8:18). The
disciples had heard Christ’s words and responded to them,
therefore to them He would give more truth. The
multitudes had heard His words and rejected them. They
had eyes to see, cars to hear, and hearts to understand, but
they refused to see, hear, and understand. The truch they
refused is now lost to them. They lacked what the disciples
possessed, namely, divine truth. Their ignorance was
willful ignorance. They 474 »oz understand because they
wounld not understand. Theirs was a deliberate rejection of
the truth. They didn’t have it because they didn’t want it,
therefore, *‘whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken

away_even that he hath’ (Matthew 13:12),

In St. Paul’s Cathedral in London there is a stained glass
window depicting a man sowing seed. It was presented as a
memorial to a man named Samuel A. Burnett. Mr.
Burnett devoted his entire lifetime to spreading the Word
of God in the wicked East End of London. Beneath the
painting there is a plaque which reads, Dedicated to
Samuel A. Burnett, who served in East London for fifty
years, and who feared not to sow despite the birds.

I'H settle for an epitaph like that!
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