Cowboy Preacher

The tired old cowboy preacher walked slowly down the aisle,
His mind was on his sermon and he broke an easy smile.
His starched white shirt was buttoned at the neck without a tie,
And wearing his store bought suit he carried his Bible at his side.

His Justin boots were scuffed from heel to toe,
And there was cardboard stuffed in the hole in his sole.
God had been good to him during his struggle through life,
Giving him four stocky boys and an ever loving wife.

But the journey had not been easy, living on the range those days,
Although his family had been blessed in so many ways.
Grubbing out a meager living from stock he had on hand,
And never missing a meal as long as the garden made its stand.

A cowboy preacher’s life is a series of ups and downs,
Ranching and preaching with other projects all around.
A many a night on the prairie he had spent reading the good book,
Around a campfire, while flames danced wherever he looked.

Days and nights in the saddle made him weary to the bone,
Cause “Old Arthritis” was creeping up, never leaving him alone.
And though like Paul, he had this “thorn in the flesh” to deal with,
He could not give up preaching and teaching which were his gift.

Preparing to preach seemed to always cleanse his soul,
Because telling others about Jesus was his primary goal.
When Sunday rolled around it was always so neat,
Cause standing in the pulpit was such a treat.



He didn’t know Greek, Hebrew or any of them foreign words,
Only the ones given to him by the Holy Spirit could be heard.
They came from his heart after hours of study and prayer,
Knowing that as he preached, Jesus would be there.

Telling the small congregation about John, Peter, and Paul,
As they went around healing and teaching, just having a ball.
At the end of the service the congregation would all stand and pray,
Thanking God in Heaven that He had passed their way.

The preacher then closed the “Good Book” and walked back
down the aisle,
Praising God in Heaven as he again broke into a smile.
Knowing that this week was another gift from above,
From a loving Father that was sent with His love.
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KINGDOM 101: YOU REAP
WHAT YOU SOW ... AND YOU
EAT WHAT YOU REAP

You Christians look after a document containing

enough dynamite to blow all civilization to pieces,

turn the world upside down, and bring peace to a

battle-torn planet, But you treat it as though it is

nothing more than a piece of good literature.
—Mohandas Gandhj

If Jesus were on earth you'd find him in a gay bar in
San Francisco. He'd be with people suffering from
AIDS. These are the new lepers. If you want to find
out where Jesus would be hanging out, it’ll always

be with the lepers.
—Bono (of the band U2)

A few years ago, [ was talking with a pastor and wanted him to un-
Jerstand the organic nature of the Church. I asked him, “If you had
a plot of land and wanted to grow a crop of corn on it, what would
you do?”

He said, “Well, I would till the land and remove the weeds and
rocks.”

T ¢ 1 ™ 1 .21 Y | T
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STUDY # FOUR
— LEARN TO LOVE THE UNLOVELY 2:1-13

/ KEY VERSE:{ 21 9 But if you are showing partiality, you are y
ey committing a sin, be1n§ convicted by the
law as a transgressor.

MEMORY VERSE: 2:10

TEXT : 2:1-13
My b. brethren be pot holding fhe falth of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the 6] whi ing partiality. For if there comes

into your synagogue a man with gold rings on his fingers in brightly
shining clothing and there comes in also a poor man in filthy rags
and you look upon the one wearing the clothing which is brightly
shining and say, "You be seated here in a good place,”" and to the
poor man you say, "Stand in that place or be sitting down beside
my foot stool." Are you not divided in your own mind and have be-
come judges with evil thoughts? Listen my brethren, beloved ones,
did not God choose out for Himself those who are poor in the world
to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to
those who love Him? But you dishonored the poor man. Are not
those who are wealthy exploiting you and they themselves drag you
into court? Are they not the ones who are defaming the good
[beautiful] name by which you were called? If indeed you are
carrying out the demands of the royal law according to the scrip-

tures, you shall love your neighbor as yourself. You are doing
) . what is right [splendidly]. But if you are showing partiality,
‘@igﬁ you are committing a sin, being convicted by the law as a trans-
j§a¢&- gressor. For whoever pays attention to the whole law and yet sins
S . yin one respect, he has become guilty of all. For He who said "Do
zhmﬂieswﬁmanot commit adultery" also said "Do not commit murder." Now if you

Flesh > tedy  are not committing adultery but you are committing murder, you
Ikw1_§SWP¥ have become a transgressor of the law. So be speaking, and so be
doing as those who are about to be judged by a law of liberty.
For the judgment 1s merciless to the one who did not show mercy.
Mercy triumphs over judgment.
EXPOSITION: James has the eager desire to help his readers on to-
W*wards maturity so ne is sharing seyeral ﬁE?ﬁEE%q Tor brogress. The

we have looked at in chapter 1 was the truth that we grow

512 # *taller through testin se dly, there is a danger of growtn be
,‘-{w/:\uf ang third'% rowth 1s produc
E _,ni’/VA“Now in chapter 2 we move 1nto a very practical area, learning to

> Gllee

Ebh)wf - love the unlovely. FHannah H nard in her book The Mountain of
\wmm_\ Spices, says "The veTy TITSC Characteristic o tTue Jove &S
DQ W \ow. 1ave Ta :-g!u-mtll’- ngness t : ; th uma
\6 ST _as 3
of ﬁup» T TO Acknow;
Jlﬂ < \V 0 of our lord Jesus
S \emeTe '
: ([1 James 1s continuing on here in this section w1th some practical
O/k ,(?u@” pointers for making progress in our faith by doing the scriptures
\ "y ther than Jjust hearing them.
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\
/ #E2. In chapter 1 Jamgﬁ_gallﬁ_h;mﬁﬁlﬁ, in verse 1,"a_baond
j and now here in apter /2

i
\ e t! as he Lord of pglor
hekinah lory of Go What a t1 -u-nrci-ﬁﬁimrxaﬁ S "6 the &
POWE!I -HJIMEO‘ e life Q@ “— Ol‘__.oo na ETOWN Up 4
In the same €3 dﬁﬂﬁ‘im'ﬁ ge_Lord Jesus. ¥

fames 1s a firm believer in and not
severing our falth from that whlch we do. Jesus said in Joht ®
= Pthat ) CE s s e h 3 3 nen are going to know that’
SYQ ' are My dis GIK“T YO one for a: Other., A
4, "The title for the Lord Jesus Chrlst @mxurﬁr-rs STory . reminds

us of John 1:1W "The Word was 1 relt among us and.-
pe _beheld His xmmm “Only Depotten of the s

mmadumiiﬁﬁi 0

Prove bs 22:2 tells us that the rich and the poor are alike be-

Gy/'/ ol
EL fore the Lord who made them all.
. »T. James 1s now . i i i i « I El
ok , TR SRR S L A mh&g“
W" - —

_ aul says in Bomans 2:17% sthat ¢ . ;
) 104 ... and alel : 10 respect of person GE t eref
:_-o not be resp mar DAY
~=iﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁm‘a‘ﬁ‘ﬁm Him and are membe af H 210
Verse Twd: For if there comes 1nto
rings on his

Hepre James is % ving us an %1lustration of what he means to be

*2. There 18 a rlch man and poor man who are coming to church on

Sunday .
We are renlnded of what James has had to sav in chapter| p e P2
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’,gﬁﬁ Verse Three And you look upon the one wearing the clothing which
Gbi’n TIontTY shiniﬁé and _sav ﬁgﬁﬁ e seated berep 2 cood place and
Y%&g to the oor man vou say "Stand in that place or be sitting down beslde
/’ TOOL SCLOOL.
sher who is discpimins ',' against the poor man b ;

Her_‘, Ebe

(% ¢§ ) _that 1 : ) sit down on the floor
Q&* \¢" Hile he is glving the good glace to the wealthy man.
C) o Verse Hour: Are ¥ou not divided in your own mind and have become
4‘9"‘ udges with evi ou S
L3 *i. Tere o 1 ' ' he isy
) is another illustration of this double-mindedness.
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Colored People? | PreachingToday.com Page 1 of 1
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ILLUSTRATION

Colored People? &, Send to printer
Topics: Prejudice; Racism

Filters: Christian Culture, Humor

References: Matthew 7:1-2 [IJ, Romans 15:7 [, 1 John 4:20 [

Tone: Neutral/Mixed

At a Promise Keepers Conference in Detroit, African-American minister Raleigh Washington
said:

When I was born, I was black. When I grew up, I was still black. When I go out in
the cold, I'm still black. When I go out in the sun, I get more black. When I'm sick,
I'm black, and when I die, I'm sure I'll still be black.

But I found out that when white people are born, you're pink. When you grow up,

you become white. When you go out in the cold, you turn blye. And when you stay
out in the sun, you tur . When you're sick, they say, "You look green," and

when you die, ZIOU turn Eurgle. Now what I want to know is why do they call blacks
"colored people?

Brett Kays, Brownstown, Michigan
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ILLUSTRATION
Pastor Admits Favoritism 24 Send to printer
Topics: Church, care of; Church, health of; Church, mission of; Confession; Favoritism; Honesty; Hypocrisy;

Kingdom of God; Leadership of the church; Love; Ministry; Neglect; Partiality; Preaching; Prejudice
Filters: Christian Culture, Everyday Disciples, Money, Stories
References: Matthew 25:31-46 [L], James 2:1-13 [L]
Tone: Warn

The late Max Cadenhead, when he was pastor of First Baptist Church in Naples, Florida, riveted
his congregation one day with a bold confession.

"My message today is on the parable of the Good Samaritan,” Max announced. "Let me start
with an illustration.

"Remember last year when the Browns came forward to join the church?" he asked. Everyone
nodded; the Browns were a very influential family. "Well, the same day a young man came
forward and gave his life to Christ. I could tell he needed help[Jand we counseled him." No one
nodded; no one remembered.

"We worked with the Browns, got them onto committees. They've been wonderful folks,"
Cadenhead said to muffled amens. "The young manCwell, we lost track.

"Until yesterday, that is, as I was preparing today's message on the Good Samaritan. I picked
up the paper, and there was that young man’s picture. He had shot and killed an elderly
woman."

Chins dropped throughout the congregation, mine included, as the pastor continued. "I never
followed up on that young man, so I'm the priest who saw the man in trouble and crossed to
the other side of the road. I am a hypocrite.”

More of that kind of sober honesty in the church would be very healthy. For God's kingdom is
just the opposite of ours. We go after the rich or the influential, thinking if we can just bag this
one or that one, we'll have a real catch for the kingdom. Like the folks profiled by the apostle
James, we offer our head tables to the wealthy and well-dressed and reserve the back seats for
those we consider unimportant.

Chuck Colson and Ellen Vaughn, Being the Body (Word, 2003); submitted by David Neff
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d e h ~The Tes. 1 h, 'First of all in Ris
flfth verse, let's notice that James asks Eﬁe guestlon—
3 %.U.Q.‘i

God _choose out for Himself those who are poor din

¥2. This c01n51des w1th the teachlng of the apostle Paul in
L Corintlls ad "lotice among ourselves, /
dear bro hers that few of us who follow Chri h.ve big names ¢
or power or wealth, TInstead. God has deliberate hosen to
sagve those whom the world conside "o0o0lish and o i < WOI‘th o
mm shame those whom the world copnsiders wise and great.c
£ He has ¢ osen the little people, those despised b e_world =~
% _\*e\:‘": 1st _don' oun or anvihing at g and _use them to bring
@%Q.‘*' down_to no hing those the world conside creat
O\’X of} qéi N eboer, in his COmmenta.I'y on James, points out tha.’c
» & ' : y
\ v
*
o} 10 _be.
) edirs of the k om' which He
+5. When we come to know t jour. we are made em-
&L Ders of His TAMTIV and what is Bis 15 oups. Paul speaks of this
@w* in Ro : 10— "For His Holy Spirit speaks to us, deep 1n our
.+X hearts, and tells us that we really are God's children. Since
d«jé w? _we are His children, then we will share His treasures. For all
A o (1" God gilves His Son Jesus, is ocurs now too. But we must also
}NQ ‘ va share His suffering if we are to share His glory."
N " \° ‘+6 We are not only to be rich in faith but also heirs of the k%ﬂg:
N it

dom which He promised to those who love Him.

F. B. Meyer, in his commentary on Ephesians, says "When an
immigrant first received the title deeds of the broad lands
made over to him in the far west, he has no conception as he
decends the steps of the government office, and passes into the
crowd, of all that has been conveyed to him in the schedule of
parchment. And thouacres vast enough to make an English county
are in his possession, rich and loamy soil are stored with mines
of ore, yet he is not sensably the richer. For long days he
travels towards his inheritance and presently pitches his flimsy
shanty upon its borders, but even though he has reached it,
several years must pass before he can understand its wvalue,

or compel it to minister, with all its products, to his needs.
Oh, child of God, you estate has been procured at the cost of
blood and tears, but you did not buy it. It's broad acres have
been made over to you by deed, a gift. They became yours in

the council chambers of eternity when the Father gave Himself

to thee in Jesus. And they became yours, in fact, when you were
born at the foot of the cross. As soon as you did open your
eyes to behold the crucified Lord, you did all unconscilously
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become heir to the length and breadth and depth and heights

of God."

We are rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom because in
1st ,Wye have a 1owe that can never be fathomed, a 1ife€

that can never be dead, a FighteoliSness that can never be

arnishedI a_peace that cannot be understood, a rest tha

ev be disturbed Joy that can never be dem nished
hope that can never be dlsa--01nted a ZLBry that can
never be clouded, a ¥lght that can never be darkened, a
fgppliness that never can be interrupted, a STFEREC] a
can néever be enfeebled, a PHELTS at can never be de-
v that can never be ma;;g&J a _WISEaon E)

resC r exhausted.

Bill Bright, in his book Revelution Now, says "sometime ago
I was visiting in a West Texas community where my brother
works for a major oil company. He took me out into the
country to the largest pool of oil that has ever been dis-
covered, until recent years. It is known as the Yates Way
FPool.. He showed me wells that were producing many thousands
of barrels of o0il a day. Then he told me the story of how
this property was owned by a man named Yates, a sheep rancher.
He used to graze his sheep over these rolling West Texas hills.
He was living in poverty, on relief. It was during the de-
pression years and there was not enough money to buy food and
clothing for the family. I am sure that as he grazed his
sheep he oftened wondered where his next meal would come from.
Then one day an oll company sent a seismographic crew into
the area, and they sald 'We believe there is oll on your
property and we would like to drill a wild-cat test.' He
signed the contract and they begin to drill. At a 1,015 ft.
they discovered oil. They did not discover a pool, they
discovered an ocean of oil. The first well came in at around
8,000 barrels a day of oil. Now oil is worth about $3.00 per
barrel. When you multiply 80 x 3, you get almost a quarter
of a million dollars a day. But the next well was 180,000, OOO
[one hundred eighty thousand] barrels which would mean &~
that about one half a million dollars worth of oil could be
produced from that one well in a single day. Then there were
many wells. They were everywhere! As a matter of fact, two
years ago the government, after all these years, did a test
on one of the wells and discovered that it still have the po-
tental of flowing 125,000,000 [one hundred twenty five thousand]
barrels a day and Mr. Yates owned it all! It was all his, yet
he was living in poverty on relief. Can you imagine - he was
a multi-billionaire but he was living in poverty. I do not know
of a better illustration of the Christian life than this. The
moment we become the children of God, heirs of God, all the
resources of God are made avallable to us.

1

Yegs, we ¢ that our Father ds rich in haouges and lands.
g Eﬁ:ﬁéﬁ% the weazth of fhe world ip Hig hands. MaH. & 23
13 John was the Dggxgsz ﬁhr;ﬁtlgn in the valley and one night

he had ichest man
in the valley was giodng to die af 12 o'clock the next night.
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0ld John, being concerned for the wealthest man in th, valley,
went to his home and shared with him, the next morning., that
he had had a dream and that at that pight at 12 o'clock., the
richest man in the vallev would die. The richest man gathered
around him his many friends and he shook as he waited for the
clock to strike 12. TFinally the hour came and nothing happened.
J 1l pgl'elaoek, 2 o clock still nothing happened. After spending

Nﬂl ?ﬁ;}e o sleepless nioht. the rich man awoke and at the breakfast

& % ('tgble one of his servants happened to mention that “Tast night

e

%Wco‘@o_, {4 at 12 o'clock 01d Johp had died, The richest man fn all The
: gi,waE vallez had died after all. i
p%{,fﬁ 2. Once again James repeats the phrase-which He promiged to those
»//wi'lﬁ ho love‘&glﬁf Je noted in [IE1sEHIE phrase occurs when James §
<° )5 TS speaking about the*"crowrf—-f’rﬂ'@%hich has been promised to¢
AV those who love ﬁim'anﬁﬂH@W“&?ﬁ“We not only to receive the cpown @
of 1ife. but ye ape prich ot = Lhat
gmuiﬁﬁxﬁmmw¢ﬁw"*-'”'”'
m iBu_E_—iou—'a’gﬁhgngpgg the Roor man Are pot
o e xplold 214 hemse O gy _dinto courf?

Here James draws the contrast tio pglnt up the 1ncon31stency
("]
of action. [HEE ] d

éﬂopecﬁ\“o\ t"ansg

6@,§“ 2. U g lals : \ ‘ : : ,ollovg geogle and use_t SO2S
and the problem that James is hitting on here hat we are 50

‘quA f-¥ prone to 1se_peop -‘and gve thinos. his rich map
1'( 3 3 = =V RR R e 0 nate 3 g8 B

\cﬁk g 1f indeed you are carrving o he demapds 0 arz
E;,f’ By C . according to the scripture. you shall Jlove vour neighbor

qfew as yoursell, vou gre doing what is ripht [sSplendidly] Goacd dritass - -

“h@» ,f" 1. Jesus, likewise, teaches this 1nﬂﬁ§5§lﬂ]{§?”'”- He answerlng
\\,said 'Thou shalt love the _Lord O with all thy heart and /s
\o"t *with all thy soul and with all thy stre and wi Sl Ehy

mind and thy neighbor as th Self.
in his book 'And the Greatest of These, has

this 1igfle poem which gives a tremendous defingtion of love.
"Able to suffer without complaining, to be misunderstood with-

nout receiving, to be Jgnored
hout commandl po _ Love de

able to wait for wmm
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“ He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove.”
Matthew 1ii. 16.

ms the Spirit of God descended upon the Lord

Jesus, the head, so He also, in measure, de-
scends upon the members of the mystical

body. His descent is to us after the same fashion as
that in which it fell upon our Lord. There is often
a singular rapidity about 1t; or ever we are aware,
we are impelled onward and heavenward beyond
all expectation. Yet is there none of the hurry of
carthly haste, for the wings of the dove are as soft as
they arc swift.  Quiefness seems essential to many
spiritual operations; the Lord is in the still small
voice, and like the dew, His grace is distilled in silence.
The dove has ever been the chosen type of purity,
and the Holy Spirit is holiness itself. @Where He
cometh, everything that is pure and lovely, and of
good report, 18 made to abound, and sin and unclean-
ness depart.  Peace reigns also where the Holy Dove
comes with power ; He bears the olive branch which
shows that the waters of divine wrath are assuaged.
Gentleness is a sure result of the Sacred Dove's
transforming power: hearts touched by His benign
influence are meek and lowly henceforth and for ever.
Harmlessness follows, as a matter of course; cagles
and ravens may hunt their prey—the turtledove can
endure wrong, but cannot inflict it. We must be
harmless as doves. The dove is an apt picture of
love, the vol the turtle is full of affection; and
I essed Spirit, abounds

in love to God, in love to the brethren, and in love
to sinners; and above all, in love to Jesus. &

brooding of the Spirit of God upon the face of the
deep, first produced order and life, and in our hearts,
He causes and fosters new life and light. Blessed
Spirit, as Thou didst rest upon our dear Redeemer,

even so rest thou upon us from this time forward
and for ever.
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o f Ma lM,‘-].y 15 Seen wn Vouvr Qaq:ae.u‘y J—o /ouc.
UmUTLAEJS g F (e i RV Vevealed by Your Cap e lug
Here James 1is saying "You are those who say you are keeping
b ou are having respect of persons. How

is it that you equate t flave with voupr action in

howil 7 ol g ¥ ommittin

¥ 1 James 1in his argument at this point is making 1t very clear that

&yﬁ to show partiality 1s to break the royal law, and thus is a
Ab transgressor and guilty of sin.

in Uth Pointer of Progress - Learnlqg;

i]f L istinction as 2
TTWIich Lc poL loved. | :
Qﬁ s14 uﬂxnﬁq;ﬂi&&&iilﬁmﬁfﬁﬁilﬂﬂri nis type of love is seen in Jesus
Uo\' k\evf'qiﬁls Philippians 2:5-08 "Trv to be lilke Jesus Christ Who
P though He W3 od_dl1d not demand and cling to His rights as God
909’ Pckofbut laid aside His mighty power and glory. taking the dlsguise

¢(nw of a slave and becoming like men. And He humbled Himself even
&K* K gg:;hg:, goine so far as to actual die a criminal's death on a
AR
X 0‘%¢é *5 ; :‘-~-~‘u‘-r:ﬁ+- "You know how full of love and kindness our
A ord Jesus was. Though He was very r;ch, yet to help you He
, became very poor so that el e very
) rich.

/ #6. Paul, in speaking to the Colossian church in [
says "Most of all., let Jlove guide your l1ife
church will stay together in perfect harmony.

)}\(! 7. This story is told of an.gld colored pentleman who wanfed Lo

Join a ocal ghu;gn When _he approached the pastor on the Sub-
Jec > e pastor asked him to 29 Egg gﬁax EQE ﬁﬂﬂnﬂﬁﬁkﬁ- asking
S guidance in the matter. er Two weeks the pastor. ope

Sund;g morning after the morning service., asked the old gentle—
man if he had been praging to geek fthe Tord's guidance. The

_ old colored gentleman just simply ;gpligg "God told me He Himself
\o" + Thas been ing to get in here:fop ~Lh-veams2nd T
O,p.d WM Py Y 4
22 i SO
2% 2 ¢
sy

2wt a¢r' That 1n all of thelr work and service, they have crowded the
“ o Lord out. We read in Revelation 3:20 ds the Lord is speaking
-1 "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear My ,

ajLﬁHTf'fss voice and open the door, I will com co~$'}n o him and will have .
- 21lowship w m and he with Me."’ This love which breaks
::: dowp all barriers of discrimination and partiallty 1S not some-
gh;ng_;hag_ug can do on e _human plane. £t 1s produced as a
by _God Himseli, 1iyin

For whoever pays attention to the whole law and yet sins
in one respect, he has become guilty of all.

) Gl c‘oes\\i-} Reade O 4he Curve
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) +1. James 1is saying here that you can pay atteption to the whgle
aw _and vet sSpoWDarTiality and vou have become gull oL 4t o
gLll.  ihe law 1S 10 s&parated dnto pa I e a giant

y 2
.»1lﬂriliilaaﬁnmﬁmi

QNW\'-" Do Dot comnit adultery” also said

&A»““.‘ g Now y mmitting adulter;

ED “&@wé mmitting murder, you have become a transgressor of

%ﬁﬁﬁ\*ﬁ § i Here James is g01ng on with the argument to point out the fact

g that Lﬁiﬂwwﬂfv and.man does not have the

eﬁgiz;, *’rlght ohc cose_which cm@u;ﬂ;imm;fff;pr how 1it§£e it might

cem 1n hig gight, i T Javel -

M Ae be m-:- as those who are about
E:Y \o‘ = E———EEES N1 1A Oh e e LXPYESS VY F Dinpwing  mgtE
DF.\,\M !ei\‘ 1. Now tHat the principle has been statgd that it is 3 vialation

\| O o . oF the royal law pT_Tove to show pgbtiality and that breaking
gho paed the law, at even/the smallest DOLAt. Makes & may guilty of all
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4, Dr. Johnson points out that mercy will triumph at the judgment
seat of Christ because judement can find pothing against it.
Thus the command to live richteous in view of the judgment seat
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CONCLUSION: James has hit hard on this matter of discriminafion
and 1f we are EOINE TO Drogress towards maturity, we must allow

od to produce within us-that kind of Jlove which
makes no distinction. _Bertrand BRussell, a very vocal opponent of
ChrIstIanity, has relucently admitted "Ihere are certain things
that our age needs. The root of the matter is a thing so simple
that T am almost ashamed fo mention it for fear of fhe derisivye
smile with which wise cypics will greet my words. The thing I
mean, please forgive me for mentioning i€, Jls Jlove, Chpistian love
or compassion, Tf vou feel this. vou have a motive for existence.

g guide in action. a reason for courage, and_an dmparitive necessity
for jntellectual hopesty.,"
S

{4
@27’ Lord, crucified, give me a love like Thine, help me to win the dying

souls of men. Lord, keep my heart in closest touch with Thine and
give me love, pure Calvary love, to bring the lost to Thee.
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The Gospel Under Siege by Zane C. Hodges

Does James then contradict Paul's doctrine of free grace

or John's insistence on faith as a single condition for eternal
1ife? Tar from it. But neither does he offer support to the
widespread notion that a dead faith cannot exist in the life

of a Christian. Ironically, that is exactly what he is warning
against. Thus, the misconstruction of his words has not only
bred unnecessary confusion about the terms for eternal life, but
it has also deprived the chuxrch of a much-needed and salutary
warning. The dangers of a dying faith are real but they do not
include hell. And nothing James writes suggests this. Never-
theless, sin remains a deadly nemesis to Christian experience
which can end our physical lives themselves. To that, the
wisdom of the 0ld Testament adds its witness to the warnings of
James, if a man is to be saved from such a consequence, he must
have works.
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"But I'm an Exception!”

One evening I stopped by the church just to encourage those who were there rehearsing for
the spring musical. I didn't intend to stay long, so I parked my car next to the entrance. After a
few minutes, I ran back to my car and drove home.

The next morning I found a note in my office mailbox. It read: "A small thing, but Tuesday
night when you came to rehearsal, you parked in the 'No Parking' area. A reaction from one of
my crew (who did not recognize you until after you got out of the car) was, 'There's another
jerk parking in the "No Parking" area!" We try hard not to allow people--even workers--to park
anywhere other than the parking lots. I would appreciate your cooperation, too." It was sighed
by a member of our maintenance staff.

I'm sorry to report this staff member is no longer with us. He was late coming back for lunch
the next day, and we had to let him go. You have to draw the line somewhere. ...

No, I'm kidding. Actually he's still very much with us, and his stock went up in my book
because he had the courage to write me about what could have been a slippage in my
character.

And he was right on the mark. As I drove up that night, I had thought, "I shouldn't park here,
but after all, I am the pastor." That translates: I'm an exception to the rules. But that
employee wouldn't allow me to sneak down the road labeled "I'm an exception."

I'm not the exception to church rules, nor am I the exception to sexual rules or financial rules
or any of God's rules. As a leader, I am not an exception; I'm to be the example. According to
Scripture, I am to life in such a way that I can say, "Follow me. Park where I park. Live as I
live."

That's why we all need people like my staff member to hold us accountable in even the small

matters. Because when we keep the minor matters in line, we don't stumble over the larger
ones.

Just when I was starting to think, "I'm an exception," somebody on our staff cared enough to
say, "Don't do it, Bill, not even in one small area." That's love.

Bill Hybels, Willow Creek Community Church South Barrington, Illinois in Leadership, Vol. 9, no. 2.

4 back to top

http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/article print.html?id=17115 2/27/2006



“"'_.-w\l

February 28 !;

Tuesday .M;;.,_;;

EQUAL ACCESS

ReaD:
Psalm 145:14-21

Let us therefore come
boldly to the throne

of grace, that we may
obtain mercy and find

grace to help in time
of need.

. —Hebrews 4:16

Pastor Stuart Silvester told me of a

conversation he had with an
acquaintance who frequently flew his
small private plane in and out of
Toronto International Airport. He
asked the pilot if he ever encountered
problems taking off and landing a
small craft at an airport that was dom-
inated by so many large jets. His
friend responded, “My plane may be
small, but I have the same rights, the
same privileges, and the same access
to that airport as anyone else—even
the jumbo jets!”

THE BiBLE IN ONE YEAR:
i Numbers 20-22
i Mark 7:1-13

Pastor Silvester then made this spir-
itual ‘application: “It’s the same with
prayer, with the believer’s approach to
the throne of grace. No matter who we
are or how small we are in compari-

son with others or how low our station in life, we take a back
seat to no one. No one is given priority treatment.”

In a world that offers preferential treatment to the wealthy,
the famous, and the influential, it’s encouraging to know that
every child of God has equal access to the Father in heaven.
The psalmist said, “The LORD is near to all who call upon

- Him, to all who call upon Him in truth” (Psalm 145:18).

With that assurance, we can “come boldly to the throne of
grace” in prayer, knowing that our loving God will never
turn us away. —Richard De Haan ;

There never is a night or day
When God can’t hear us as we pray;
There is no time, there is no place
That we’re beyond His love and grace. —D. De Haan

Prayer is an open line to heaven.




Brooks And Dunn - Believe Lyrics

Artist/Band: Brooks And Dunn
Lyrics for Song: Believe
Lyrics for Album: Hillbilly Deluxe

Old man Wrigley lived in that white house
Down the street where i grew up
Momma used to send me over with things
We struck a freindship up
I spent a few long summers out on his old porch swing

Says he was in the war when in the navy
Lost his wife, lost his baby
Broke down and asked him one time
How ya keep from going crazy
He said I'll see my wife and son in just a little while
I asked him what he meant
He looked at me and smiled, said

(Chorus)
I raise my hands, bow my head
I'm finding more and more truth in the words written in red
They tell me that there's more to life than just what i can see
Oh i believe

Few years later i was off at college
Talkin' to mom on the phone one night
Getting all caught up on the gossip
The ins and outs of the small town life
She said oh by the way son, old man Wrigley's died.

Later on that night, i laid there thinkin' back
Thought 'bout a couple long-lost summers
I didn't know whether to cry or laugh
If there was ever anybody desevred a ticket to the other side
It'd be that sweet old man who looked me in the eye, said

(Chorus)
I raise my hands, bow my head
I'm finding more and more truth in the words written in red
They tell me that there's more to life than just what i can see

I can't quote the book
The chapter or the verse
You can't tell me it all ends
In a slow ride in a hearse
You know I'm more and more convinced
The longer that i live
Yeah, this can't be
No, this can't be
No, this can't be all there is

(Chorus)
When I raise my hands, bow my head

http://www.cowboylyrics.com/lyrics/brooks-and-dunn/believe-16243.html
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Brooks And Dunn - Believe Lyrics Page 2 of 2

I'm finding more and more truth in the words written in red
They tell me that there's more to life than just what i can see
I believe
Oh, I
I believe
I believe
I believe
I believe
I believe

[Thanks to Justmel6@tampabay.rr.com for lyrics]

http://www.cowboylyrics.com/lyrics/brooks-and-dunn/believe-16243.html 2/17/2006



My Saviour First of All 480

Fanny J. Crosby John R. Sweney
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1. When my life work is end-ed, and [ cross the swell-ing tide, When the
2. Oh, the soul thrill-ing rap-ture when I view His bless-ed face, And the
# 3. Oh, the dear ones in glo-ry, how they beck-on me to come, And our
# 4. Thro' the gates to the cit-y in a robe of spotless white, He will
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bright and glo-rious morn-ing I shall see; [ shall know my Re-deem-er whien |
lus-ter of His kind-ly beam-ing eye; How my full heart will praise Him for the
# part-ing at the riv-er 1 re-call; To the sweet vales of E-den they will
» lead me where no tears shall ev-er fall; In the glad song of a-ges [ shall
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reach the oth-er side, And His smile will be the first to wel-come me.
mer-cy, love and grace, That pre-pares for me a man- sion in the sky.
¢ sing my wel-come home, ‘But1 long to meel my Sav - lour first of all.
» min-gle with de-light; But I long to meet my Sav - iour first of all.
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I shall know —Him, I shall know Him, As re-deemed by His side I shall stand;
I shall know J_ h-F- :
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1 shall know Him, I shall know Him,by the print of the nails in His hand.

I shall know
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Take My Life and Let It Be 152

Frances R. Havergal Henri A. César Malan
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1. Take my life and let it be | Con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to Thee;Take my hands an
2. Take my feet and let them be Swift and beau-ti-ful for Thee;Take my voice and
3. Take my lips and iet them be Filled with'mes-sa-ges for Thee; Take my sil-ver
4. Take my love, my God, I pour At Thy feet 1tS treas-ure store; Take my-self and
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let them move At the im-pulse of Thylove, At the im-pulse of Thy love.

letme sing Al-ways, on-ly, for my King, Al-ways, on-ly, for my King.
and my gold, Nota mite would I with-hold, Not a mite would I with-hold..
I will be Ev-er, only, all for Thee, Ev-er, on- lyf all for Thee.
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