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Cowboy Preacher 

The tired old cowboy preacher walked slowly down the aisle, 
His mind was on his sermon and he broke an easy smile. 

His starched white shirt was buttoned at the neck without a tie, 
And wearing his store bought suit he carried his Bible at his side. 

His Justin boots were scuffed from heel to toe, 
And there was cardboard stuffed in the hole in his sole. 

God had been good to him during his struggle through life, 
Giving him four stocky boys and an ever loving wife. 

But the journey had not been easy, living on the range those days, 
Although his family had been blessed in so many ways. 

Grubbing out a meager living from stock he had on hand, 
And never missing a meal as long as the garden made its stand. 

A cowboy preacher's life is a series of ups and downs, 
Ranching and preaching with other projects all around. 

A many a night on the prairie he had spent reading the good book, 
Around a campfire, while flames danced wherever he looked. 

Days and nights in the saddle made him weary to the bone, 
Cause "Old Arthritis" was creeping up, never leaving him alone. 

And though like Paul, he had this "thorn in the flesh" to deal with, 
He could not give up preaching and teaching which were his gift. 

Preparing to preach seemed to always cleanse his soul, 
Because telling others about Jesus was his primary goal. 

When Sunday rolled around it was always so neat, 
Cause standing in the pulpit was such a treat. 
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He didn't know Greek, Hebrew or any of them foreign words, 
Only the ones given to him by the Holy Spirit could be heard. 

They came from his heart after hours of study and prayer, 
Knowing that as he preached, Jesus would be there. 

Telling the small congregation about John, Peter, and Paul, 
As they went around healing and teaching, just having a ball. 

At the end of the service the congregation would all stand and pray, 
Thanking God in Heaven that He had passed their way. 

The preacher then closed the "Good Book" and walked back 
down the aisle, 

Praising God in Heaven as he again broke into a smile. 
Knowing that this week was another gift from above, 

From a loving Father that was sent with His love. 

rbeene (2006) 
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KINGDOM 101: YOU REAP 
WHAT YOU SOW ... AND YOU 

EAT WHAT YOU REAP 

You Christians look after a document containing .­

,enough dynamite to blow all civilization to pieces~ 

; urn the world upside down! and bring peace to a 

battle-torn planet. But you treat it as though it is 

nothing more than a piece of good literature. 

-Mohandas Gandhi 

If Jesus were on earth you'd find him in a gay bar in 

San Francisco. He'd be with people suffering from 

AIDS. These are the new lepers. If you want to find 

out where Jesus would be hanging out, it'll always 

be with the lepers. 

· -Bono (of the band U 2) 

A few years ago, I was talking with a pastor and wanted him to un-­
:lerstand the organic nature of the Church. I asked him, "If you had 
3. plot of land and wanted to grow a crop of com on it, what would 
you do?" 

He said, "Well, I would till the land and remove the weeds and 
rocks." 

T • 1 "~ .1 . 1 ·- l __ ._ "))) 
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STUDY # FOUR - LEARN TO LOVE THE UNLOVELY 2 :1-13 

VERSE : ( i 2 : 9 But if you are showing partiality , you _a_r _e __ _ 
.::::--- committing a sin , being convicted by the 

--l KEY 

law as a transgressor . 
__ ,.,... 

MEMORY VERSE: 2 :10 
TEXT: 2:1-13 
Mbrethren be s Christ 

For if there comes 
rings on his fingers in brightly 

shining clothing and there comes in also a poor man in filthy rags 
and you look upon the one wearing the c l othing which is brightly 
shining and say, nYou be seated here in a good place," and to the 
poor man you say , "Stand in that place or be sitting down beside 
my foot stool. 11 Are you not divided in your own mind and have be­
come judges with evil thoughts? Listen my brethren, beloved ones, 
d i d not God choose out for Himself those who are poor in the world 
to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to 
those who love Him? But you dishonored the poor man . Are not 
those who are wealthy exploiting you and they themselves drag you 
into court? Are they not the ones who are defaming the good 
[beautiful] name by which you were called? If indeed you are 
carrying out the demands of the royal law according to the scrip-

\ tures, you shall love your neighbor as yourself . You are doing 
J what is right [splendidly] . But if you are showing partiality, 

... ~~ you are committing a sin , being convicted by the law as a trans-
~~~ gressor. For whoever pays attention to the whole law and yet sins 

>-1 in one respect, he has become guilty of all . For He who said 11 Do 
t~-+s.,..,l(eqa}not commit adultery" also said 11 Do not commit murder. 11 Now if you 
~l~.s.h ~ w'1 are not commit ting adultery but you are commit ting murder , you 

1~ ~ Sf>\""1' have become a transgressor of the law . So be speaking, and so be 
~ doing as those who are about to be judged by a law of liberty . 
~ ~ For the judgment is merciless to the one who did not show mercy . 

Mercy triumphs over judgment . 
EXPOSITION : James has the ea er 

v) wards maturit ~harin ...,... 4-: -~ ~ we have looked at in chapter 1 was the truth that we gro11_ 
) ~ ~i.' taller through testin , second~"!' there i s a danger of rowtn bei 
~"\ewf!; un e em i and third ~' rowth is roduce 
~ ~ fo.~ Now in chapter 2 we move i nto a very practica area , learning to 
$)~' l ove the unlove l y . Hannah HurHardJ in he r book The Mountain of 
i'i \.. ~\'\t\ Spi ces ' says "The ver y I ±r~f c ara te of true I e a s r 
v~ ~ \ vt h ave manifeste w s to acce t all other hum ein s 

0 t ',\ \' ~ e a e howe i shed an marred b sin t a be . 
• i JP_ y no · d e oneness i n the r s i n d . ' 
ry-;

1 1
-ft , erse My brethr en . be not holding the Lord Jesus 

~~~...,t\ ris , e Lord of glory , while showing partiality . 

~
{l~J . James is continuing on here in this section with some practical 

07 A ~ '-1~~ pointers for making progress in our faith by doing the scriptures 
\.1''"" rather than just hearing them . \ 

C7'- \-l<l'd · c-.. .l ~ ~ 11 , £. r t,,.._ ~ '"°"' '~ '. CD c~ ~e · .i. .,. --tc> 
~b~ 4o W ~ V \c.l:~'I veV"c~ ~-l..Q..J..1 ~ ® .l''t'\~a. k' ~ 
Of' ff.~ ~ o.,.d <3:) ~e,.4c Y ..f.o lwe CU,{ l.o.J ~y4,Q. I.~ y. 
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ames is a firm believer in 
1
,practi ci ng what you preacuta nd not 

severing our faith from that whi ch we do . Jesus said in J ohn 13 
yerse 35 that "It js b y l gye that all mep are going to know that 

ou M i i e ve one for another . ID 

4. The title for the Lord Jesus Christ , the L or :1 reminds 
us of John l ; l o/ "The v!ord was made fles and dvrnlt among us and 
we beheld His glory . the glory as of the Only Begotten of the 
Father , full of grace and truth . " 

5 . t Likewise , the writer of the book of Hebrews in l:} says "li!lQ. 
\~. being the brightness of His g lory , referrin& to the Lord Jesus, 

~~· and the express image of His person and upholding all t hings 
~ ?o.r by the Word of Fis power when He had , by Himsel f , purged our 

_ ~-{/ sins, sat down on the ri p;ht hand of the ~1a.i esty on hip;fi . "} 
{~~ ~ 6 . Proverbs 22 : 2 tells us that the rich and the poor are alike be-

~b ~ fore the Lord who made them all . 
/ '1- 7 . In this 

aopix · ~ 

) 
'(. 8 . 

he means to be 

poor man who are coming to church on 

.) 
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Colored People? I PreachingToday.com 

ILLUSTRATION 

Colored People? 
Topics: Prejudice; Racism 

Filters: Ch ristian Culture, Humor 

References: Matthew 7:1-2 IIJ, Romans 15:7 IIJ, 1 John 4:20 IIl 
Tone: Neutral/Mixed 

Page 1of1 

~ Send to printer 

At a Promise Keepers Conference in Detroit, African-American minister Raleigh Washington • 
said: 

When I was born, I was black. When I grew up, I was still black. When I go out in 
the cold, I'm still black. When I go out in the sun, I get more black. When I'm sick, 
I'm black, and when I die, I'm sure I'll still be black. 

But I found out that when white people are born, you're pink. When you grow up, 
you become white. When you go out in the cold, 'lOU turn blue. And when you stay 
out in the sun, you turn reg. When you're sick, they say, "You look green," and 
when you die, you turn purple. Now what I want to know is why do they call blacks 
"colored people?" 

Brett Kays, Brownstown, Michigan 

.._ back to top 

Home I My Account I Help & Info I Privacy Policy I Contact Us 

© 2006 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/article _print.html ?id=23499 212712006 
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Pastor Admits Favoritism I PreachingToday.com Page 1of1 

;rt;~rP.richinr Today.com ..1,1, w1t111g ll>c! , u111mw;rn11'1l!<1clm1g 

~ 
ILLUSTRATION 

Pastor Admits Favoritism 8 Send to printer 

Topics: Church, care of; Ch urch, healt h of; Church, mission of; Confession; Favoritism; Honesty; Hypocrisy ; 
Kingdom of God; Leadership of t he church; Love; Minist ry; Neglect; Partiality; Preaching; Prejudice 

Filters: Christian Culture, Everyday Disciples, Money, Stories 

References: Matthew 25:31-46 III, James 2:1-13 III 
Tone: Warn 

The late Max Cadenhead, when he was pastor of First Baptist Church in Naples, Florida, riveted 
his congregation one day with a bold confession. 

"My message today is on the parable of the Good Samaritan," Max announced. "Let me start 
with an illustration. 

"Remember last year when the Browns came forward to join the church?" he asked. Everyone 
nodded ; the Browns were a very influential family. "Well, the same day a young man came 
forward and gave his life to Christ. I could tell he needed helpDand we counseled him." No one 
nodded; no one remembered. 

"We worked with the Browns, got them onto committees. They've been wonderful folks," ' 
Cadenhead said to muffled amens. "The young manOwell, we lost track. 

"Until yesterday, that is, as I was preparing today's message on the Good Samaritan. I picked ti 
up the paper, and there was that young man's picture. He had shot and killed an elderly 
woman ." 

Chins dropped throughout the congregation, mine included, as the pastor continued. "I never 
followed up on that young man, so I'm the priest who saw the man in trouble and crossed to 
the other side of the road . I am a hypocrite." 

More of that kind of sober honesty in the church would be very healthy. For God's kingdom is 
just the opposite of ours. We go after the rich or the influential, thinking if we can just bag t his 
one or that one, we'll have a real catch for the kingdom . Like the folks profiled by the apostle 
James, we offer our head tables to the wealthy and well-dressed and reserve the back seats for 
those we consider unimportant. 

Chuck Colson and Ellen Vaughn, Being the Body (Word, 2003); submitted by David Neff 

£. back to top 

Home I My Account I Help & Info I Pr ivacy Policy I Contact Us 

© 2006 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/article_print.html?id=25135 2/27/2006 

' ., 

; 
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·) "i. 2 . The Lord has to remind Sarr.ueJ in I Samuel 16 : 7 not to look on 
his countenance or on the heicht o f' hi s stature "because I 
have refused him" for the Lord sees not as man sees , for man 

the outward appearance but the Lord looks on the 
• 

n continui ng he 
choose qp t f q r Hj m8elf those who are p oor j p the wgr ld to be 2 
f irst o f a ll, rich in faith and h eirs of the k i ngdom whi ch He 
promise d to those wh o l ove Him. 

51 

~ 5. When we c ome to know t or we are 
~~ ber s of His Paul speaks of this 

, ~\e9 in Ro : 1 - "For His Holy Spirit speaks to us , deep in our 
~ . ;~ hearts , and tells us that ~e really are God ' s childr en . Since 

~· <?" ..,. .,~, we are His children , then we will share His treasures. For all 
\{\ ~ ' ~ _ "'"~,.. God gives His Son Jesus , i s ours now too . But we must also 
~ ~ J.:"""" shar e His suffering if we are to share His glor y." 

r~ :~ ~ 6 . We are not only to be rich in faith but also heirs of the king-
~'~c ·: ,.-' ~m wbi ch He promised to those who love Him . 

~1 1 r;"tr" 7. F . B . Meyer , in his commentary on Ephesians , says "When an 
~ f ~ t i mmigrant f i rst r eceived the tit l e deeds of the broad lands 

6d'l1'
0 made over to him i n the fa r west, he has no conception as he 

decends the steps of the government office , and passes into the 
crowd , of al l that h~s been conveyed to him in the schedule of 
parchment . And tho~acres vast enough to make an English coun t y 
are in his possess i on , rich and loamy soil a r e stor ed with mines 
of ore , y e t he is not sensably the r icher . For long days he 
t r avels towards his inheritance and present l y pitches his flimsy 
shanty upon its borders , but even though he has reached it, 
several years must pass before he can understand its val u e , 

) 
or compe l it to minister, with all its products, to his needs . 
Oh , child of God , you estate has been procur ed at the cost of 
blood and tears, but you did not buy it. It ' s broad acres have 
been made over to you by deed , a gift. They became yours in 
the council chambers of eternity when the Father gave Himself 
to thee in Jesus . And they became yours , in fact, when you were 
born at the foot of the cross. As soon as you did open your 
eyes to behold the crucified Lord, you did all unconscious l y 
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become heir to the length a nd breadth and depth and h eights 
of God ." 

52 

KS . We are r'ch in faith and heirs of the kin dom because in 
is Uwe hay e a loy e t ha can never be fathomed, a li e 

that can never be dead , a righteousnesE that can never b e 
tarnished, a peace that cannot be understood, a res t t h a t 
can never b e disturbed , a joy that can never be demini shed, 
a hope that can never be disappointed, a glory that c an 
never be clouded, a l i ght that can never be d ark ene d1 a 
ha l ness that never can be i nterruoted a strEmgth t h a t 

be en eeb e ur 
..:;,.;;:;;.;:;;.;:;;.;;;.-........_~e~u~~~~a~t~c~a~n..,.n~e~v~e~r!--~~~ioii.1-..;;:;..a..oii.~~~~~~;:.... - ,, 
can never be baffled, resources that can never exhauste 

9 . Bill Bright, in his book Revelution Now , s ays "sometime ago 
I was visiting in a West Texas community where my brother 
works for a major oil company. He took me out into the 
country to the largest pool of oil that has ever been dis­
covered, until recent year s . It is known as the Yates Way 
Pool. He showed me wells that were producing many thousands 
of barrels of oil a day . Then he told me the story of how 
this propert y was owned by a man named Yates, a sheep rancher. 
He used to graze his sheep over these rolling West Texas hills. 
He was living in poverty, on r el i ef . It was during the de ­
pression years and there was not enough money to buy food and 
clothing for the family. I am sure that as he grazed his 
sheep he oftene d wonde r ed where his next meal would come from . 
Then one day an oil company sent a seismographic crew into 
the area, and they said 1 We believe there is oil on your 
p roperty and we would like to drill a wild-cat test. ' He 
signed the contract and they begin to drill . At a 1,015 ft . 
they discovered oil. They did not discover a pool, they 
discove r ed an ocean of oil . The first we ll came in a t around 
8 ,000 barrels a day of o il. Now oil is worth about $3 . 00 per 
barre l. When you multiply 80 x 3, you get a l most a quarter 
of a million dollar s a day . But the next well was 180,000,000 
[one hundred eighty thousand] barrels which would mean :.-~ -
t hat about one half a million dol l ars worth of oil could be 
produced f r om that one wel l in a single day . Then there were 
many wells. They were everywhere! As a matter of fact, two 
years ago t he government, after all these years , did a test 
on one of t he wells and discovered that it still have the po­
t e ntal of flowing 125,000,000 [one hundred twent y five thousand] 
barrels a day and Mr. Yates owned it a ll! It was a ll h i s, yet 
he was living in poverty on relief. Can you imagine - he was 
a multi-billionaire but he was living in poverty. I do not know 
of a bette r illustration of the Christian life than this . The 
moment we become the childr en of God, heirs of God, all the 
resources of God are made available to us ." 

~10. Yes that ou 

'1--11. 
the wealth o 

he had a d r eam . In the dream he dreamed that the richest man 
i n the valley was g o i ng to die at 12 o ' clock the next night . 
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Old John, being concerned for the wealthest man in th8 valley, 
went to his home and shared with him, the next morning 2 that 
he had had a dream and that at that night at 12 o ' clock, the 
richest man in the valley would die. The richest man gathered 
around him his many friends and he shook as he waited for the 
clock to strike 12. Finally the hour came and nothing happened . 
1 o ' clock, 2 o ' clock, still nothing happened . After spending 
a sleep less night, the rich man awoke and at the b reakfas t 
table one of his servants ha ened to mention that last ni ht 
at 12 o ' clock Old John had died t The richest man in 1 
'{_al l ey had died after all . 1r 
Once again James repeats t he phrase-~h~h.fu;. P.romjsed to those 
~ love Him . ..d We noted in 1 : 12 this phrase occurs when James 
is speaking about the _.crown of'-li fe '~'lhich has been promised to 
'tJ)ose who love Him and now are we not only to receive the crowu 
of 1 fe b t in fai th and he irs o f the kin do t 

~ Alo~ f-e Dt= lov-L -
UJ <)'D--M.&\f" ~ il'.<..VL U l \lo .. 'l .e... .,..._. 

& ~l ~~Y~.-
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) 

Maren 3 EVENING 127 

"He saw the Spiri·t of God descellding like a dove." 
Matthew iii. 16 . 

• 

S the Spirit of God descended upon the Lord 
Jesus, the head, so He also, in measure, de­
scends upon the members of the mystical 

body. His descent is to us after the same fashion as 
that in '" hich it fell upon our Lord. There is often 
a singular rapid:ity about it ; or ever we are aware, 
we are impelled onward and heavenward beyond 
all expectation. Yet is there none of the hurry ot· 
earthly haste, for the wings of the dove are as soft as 
they arc swift. Quietness seems essential to nlany 
spiritual operations ; the I~ord is in the still small 
voice, and like the dew, His grace is distilled in silence. 
The do,'e has ever been the chosen type of i1uri·1y, 
and the Holy Spirit is holiness itself. V\'here He 
cometh, everything that is pure and lovely, and of 
good report, is made to abound, and sin and unclean­
ness depart. Peace reigns also where the Holy Do-vc 
comes with power ; He bears the olive branch 'vhich 
shows that the ·waters of divine wrath are assuaged. 
Gentleness is a sure result of the Sacred DoYe's 
transforming power : hearts touched by His benign 
influence are meek and lo,vJy henceforth and for ever. 
Harmkssness follo,vs, as a matter of course ; ea~les 
and ravens may hunt their prey-the turtledoYe can 
endure wrong, but cannot inflict it. 'Ve must be 
harmless as doves. The dove is an apt picture of 
"love, the v · the turtle is full of affection · and 

e soul visited by t e esse p1r1t, abounds 
in love to God, in loye to the brethren, and in love 
to sinners ; and abo\'e all, in love to Jesus. e 
roo ing o t e p1rit o o upon e ace of the 

deep, first produced order and life, and in our hearts, 
He causes and fosterR ne'v life and light. Blessed 
Spirit, as Thou didst rest upon our dear Redeemer, 
even so rest thou upon us from this time forward 
and for ever. 

.1 

I 

~ I 

" II 
I 
' I 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

54 

3 . 

law , and thus i s a 

Poi nte r of Pro ress - Learnin 

) '(- 6. 

in one respect , he has become guilty of all . 
whoever pays attention to the law and yet sins 

J 
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f- 1. 

our act i 

final roofs of wha is reall 

4 12 then is a summar y of what James has had to say in 

t . ;:~ £~; o~ a command . - ~ v ; rse Thirteen\ Fo?F t1iit j udgment is ~erciless to the one who did 
ii C w _ cv_ Mercy triump hs oyer 1ud gmep t , 
1 . Here ' s the reason for the command in verse 12 . 
2. II Corinthians 5 ; 10 says "For we must all stand before Christ 

to be judged . Each of us will receive the payment he deserves 
for the good or bad things he has done in these bodies here on 
earth . " 

tA~<C\ 3 . 

~ 'ff....,..o..'f'l2.tS::: 

J Corin thians 3 ; 13- 15 , "There is going to come a time of testing 
at Christ ' s judgment day to see what kind of material each 
builder has used . Everyone ' s work will be put through the fire 

~\\ ~ o-t' 
\ \ ~ ~ .,-\ 'i . 

) 

so that all can see whether or not it keeps it value and what was 
really accomplished. Then every workman who has built on a 
foundation with the right materials and whose works still stand 
will get his pay . But if the house he has built burns up, he 
will have a great loss; he himself will be saved , but like a 
man escaping through a wall of flames." 

4 . Dr . Johnson points out that me re will trium h at 
seat of i · e t an find s 
Thus the command to live righteous in view of the iudgment 
of Christ. 

\.l.JC 1 ~ I~ ~t'{i"w 

·1 %\. ?o.¥\-,~Ct. \ 

Ga \ ~$": [_~ 

/·6cH__ + A~:l 0 ~ K\ ~J_ "ne;.j L>J ~ \, \ t-n "'"'~~ 1t.+. S. s, 

k a..er~~~r--suek ~e_ ~s No l&.w . ~ A 
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CONCLUSION: James 
and if we are ~g;o;.;.,;._::..:.;.:;....;~r;o~r~e~~~~~=---~~::+-~-=-~e~m~u~s~t--:"a~l~l~o~w 
_ o od to prodqc e wjthin P S that kjnd of love which 

makes no distinction. Bertrand RusseJ l, a very vocal opponent of 
Cfir1st1an1t y, has relucently admitted "There are certain things 
that our a ge needs . The root of the matter is a thing so s i mple 
that I am almost ashamed t o mep t jqp j t f or f ea r p f the derisiye 
smile with which wise c ynics will greet my words . The thing I 
mean. p lease for give me for mentionipg it. is loye, Christian love 
p r comp assion . If y ou feel this, you hay e a motiy e for existence , 
a guide in action, a reason for courage. and an imparitive necessity 

.t.\ ~~S for intellectual honest y . 
11 

~e '~ Lord , crucifi ed , give me a l ove like Thine, help me to win the dying 
\-~ souls of men , Lord, keep my heart in closest touch with Thine and 

g i ve me love , pure Calvary love, to bring the lost to Thee . 

) 

) 
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~~ 

~-r~~ ~~~ 
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The Gospel Under Siege by Zane C. Hodges 

Does James then contradict Paul's doctrine of free grace 
or John's insistence on faith as a single condition for eternal 
life? Far from it. But neither does he offer support to the 
widespread notion that a dead faith cannot exist in the life 
of a Christian. Ironically, that is exactly what he is warning 
against. Thus, the misconstruction of his words has not only 
bred unnecessary confusion about the terms for eternal life, but 
it has also deprived the church of a much-needed and salutary 
warning. The dangers of a dying faith are real but they do not 
include hell. And nothing James writes suggests this. Never­
theless, sin remains a deadly nemesis to Christian experience 
which can end our physical lives themselves. To that, the 
wisdom of the Old Testament adds its witness to the warnings of 
James, if a man is to be saved from such a consequence, he must 
have works. 
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No Exceptions I PreachingToday.com Page 1 of2 

~PreAchincToday.com .1t1m11m1g11"'<!A.111!f11iblica1Pm1rb111g 
~A:· 
<ffP 

ILLUSTRATION 

No Exceptions ~ Send to printer 

Topics: Accountability; Character; Confrontation; Example; Integr ity; Leaders; Love; Partiality; Stumbling 

Blocks 

Filters: Stories, Work & Career 

References: Job 13:10 !IJ, Malachi 2:9 !IJ, James 2:4 !IJ / 
Tone: Commend B·, I / f-{ l( be.. ~ -"But I'm an Exception!" 

One evening I stopped by the church just to encourage those who were there rehearsing for 
the spring musical. I didn't intend to stay long, so I parked my car next to the entrance. After a 
few minutes, I ran back to my car and drove home. 

The next morning I found a note in my office mailbox. It read: "A small thing, but Tuesday 
night when you came to rehearsal, you parked in the 'No Parking' area. A reaction from one of 
my crew (who did not recognize you until after you got out of the car) was, 'There's another 
jerk parking in the "No Parking" area!' We try hard not to allow people--even workers--to park 
anywhere other than the parking lots. I would appreciate your cooperation, too." It was signed 
by a member of our maintenance staff. 

I'm sorry to report this staff member is no longer with us. He was late coming back for lunch 
the next day, and we had to let him go. You have to draw the line somewhere .... 

No, I'm kidding. Actually he's still very much with us, and his stock went up in my book 
because he had the courage to write me about what could have been a slippage in my 
character. 

And he was right on the mark. As I drove up that night, I had thought, "I shouldn 't park here, 
but after all, I am the pastor." That translates: I'm an exception to the rules. But that 
employee wouldn't allow me to sneak down the road labeled "I'm an exception." 

I'm not the exception to church rules, nor am I the exception to sexual rules or financial rules 
or any of God's rules. As a leader, I am not an exception; I'm to be the example. According to 
Scripture, I am to life in such a way that I can say, "Follow me. Park where I park. Live as I 
live." 

That's why we all need people like my staff member to hold us accountable in even the small 
matters. Because when we keep the minor matters in line, we don't stumble over the larger 
ones. 

Just when I was starting to think, "I'm an exception," somebody on our staff cared enough to 
say, "Don't do it, Bill, not even in one small area." That's love. 

Bill Hybels, Willow Creek Community Church South Barrington, Illinois in Leadership, Vol. 9, no. 2 . 

.a. back to top 

http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/article _print.html?id= 171 15 212712006 
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February 28 ~ 
Tuesda Pastor Stuart Silvester told me of a 

conversation he had with an 
acquaintance who frequently flew his 

EQUAL ACCESS small private plane in and out of i 
Toronto International Airport. He 

READ: 

Psalm 145:14-~1 

Let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne 
of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time 
of need. 
-Hebrews 4:16 · 

asked ~he pilot if he ever encountered 
problems taking off and landing a 
small craft at an airport that was dom-
inated by so many large jets. His 
friend responded, "My plane may be 
small, but I have the same rights, the 
same privileges, and the same access 
to that airport as anyone else--even 
the ·umbo jets!" 

Pastor 1 vester en made this spii~ 
itual application: "It's the same with 

THE BisLE IN ONE YEAR: prayer, with the believer's approac.h to 
• Numbers 20-22 the throne of giace. No matter who we 
• Mark 7:1-13 , are ot how small we are in compari-
son-with others ~r how low our station ii) life, we take fl back 
seat to no one. No one is given priority treatment." 

In a world ~at offers preferential treatment to the wealthy~ 
the famous, and the influential, it's encouraging to know that 
every child of G~d has eq~al access to the-Father in heaven. 
The psalmist said, "The LORD is near to all who call upon 

. Him, to all wlio call upon Him in truth" (Psalm 145:18). ' 
With that assurance, we can "come boldly to the throne of 

grace~' in prayer, knowing that our loving God will never 
turn us away. - Richard De Haan 

There_ never is a night or day 
When God can't hear us as we pray; 

There is no time, there is no place 
That we're beyond His love and gr0;_ce. - ,D. De Haan 

Prayer is an open line to h':aven. 

I 
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Brooks And Dunn - Believe Lyrics 

Artist/Band: Brooks And Dunn 
Lyrics for Song: Believe 

Lyrics for Album: Hillbilly Deluxe 

Old man Wrigley lived in that white house 
Down the street where i grew up 

Momma used to send me over with things 
We struck a freindship up 

I spent a few long summers out on his old porch swing 

Says he was in the war when in the navy 
Lost his wife, lost his baby 

Broke down and asked him one time 
How ya keep from going crazy 

He said I'll see my wife and son in just a little while 
I asked him what he meant 

He looked at me and smiled, said 

(Chorus) 
I raise my hands, bow my head 

I'm finding more and more truth in the words written in red 
They tell me that there's more to life than just what i can see 

Oh i believe 

Few years later i was off at college 
Talkin' to mom on the phone one night 

Getting all caught up on the gossip 
The ins and outs of the small town life 

She said oh by the way son, old man Wrigley's died. 

Later on that night, i laid there thinkin' back 
Thought 'bout a couple long-lost summers 

I didn't know whether to cry or laugh 
If there was ever anybody desevred a ticket to the other side 

It'd be that sweet old man who looked me in the eye, said 

(Chorus) 
I raise my hands, bow my head 

I'm finding more and more truth in the words written in red 
They tell me that there 's more to life than just what i can see 

I can't quote the book 
The chapter or the verse 

You can't tell me it all ends 
In a slow ride in a hearse 

You know I'm more and more convinced 
The longer that i live 

Yeah, this can't be 
No, this can't be 

No, this can't be all there is 

(Chorus) 
When I raise my hands, bow my head 

http://www.cowboy lyrics. com/lyrics/brooks-and-dunn/believe-1624 3 .html 

Page 1 of2 
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Brooks And Dunn - Believe Lyrics 

I'm finding more and more truth in the words written in red 
They tell me that there's more to life than just what i can see 

I believe 
Oh, I 

I believe 
I believe 
I believe 
I believe 
I believe 

[Thanks to Justme16@tampabay. rr.com for lyrics] 

http://www.cowboylyrics.com/lyrics/brooks-and-dunn/believe-1624 3 .html 

Page 2 of2 
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My Saviour First of All 480 

Fanny J. Crosby 

1. When my life 
2. Oh, the soul 

I 3. Oh, the dear 
'* 4. Thro' the gates 

work is end-ed, and 1 
thrill-Ing rap-tore when I 
ones in glo-ry, how they 
to the cit · y in a 

John R. Sweney 

cross the swell-Ing tide, When the 
view His bless-ed face, And the 
beck-on me to come, And our 
robe of spot-less white, He will 

bright and glo-rlous morn-Ing I shall .see; 
lus · ter of His kind·ly beam-Ing eye; 

~ part · Ing at the riv · er I re · call'; 
lead me where no tears shall ev ·er fall; 

I shall know my Re-deem-er when I 
How my full heart will praise Him for the 
To the sweet vales of E · den they will 
In the glad song of a · ges I shall 

reach the oth-er side, And His smile will 
mer-cy, love and grace, That pre-pares for 

" sing my wel-come home,. ·But I long to 
mln-gle with de-light; But I long to 

be the first to wel-come me. 
me a man· .ilon in the sky. 

meet my Sav • lour first of all. 
meet my Sav • lour first of all. 
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Take My Life and Let It Be 152 
Frances R. Havergal 

" 
Henri A. Cesar Malan 

' 

• 

. . 

" 

~· ' 

....... r - ... • r r ... t -<! 

1. Take my life and let It be j Con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to Thee;Take my hands lll1 

2. Take my feet and let them b~ Swift and beau-ti-ful for Thee;Take my voice ancl 
3. Take my Ups and let them be Filled with·mes·sa-ges for Thee; Take my sll-ver 
4. Take my love, my God, l_pont At Thy feet lts treas-nre store; Take my-sell and 

- - - .:::..-- I ... g. .l I • .. - r::r_ ... ~ ...... 

I ' 

I 

let them move 
letme sing 
andmy gold, 

I will be 

• 
I 

• 
I J .._­

At the Im-pulse of Thy love, 
Al-ways, on-ly, for my King, 
Not a mite would I with-hold, 
Ev-er, on-ly, all for Thee, 

--·- .... o.. 

' . 
I 

' ..... 

• • J - :I 
At the lm·p se of Thy love. 
Al-ways, on-ly, for mv King. 
Not a mite would I with-hold .. 
Ev · er, on · ly~ all for Thee. 

- .... ..t..J - -

• 
I 

. 

• 




