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Now Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem h eard that Joshua had taken
Ai and totally destroyed• it, doing to Ai
and its king as he had done to Jericho
and its king, and that the people of Gibeon had made a treaty of peace with Israel
and were living near them . 2He and his
people were very much alarmed at this,
because Gibeon was an important city,
like one of the royal cities; it was larger
than Ai, and all its men were good fighters. lSo Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem
appealed to Hlilham king of Hebron,
Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish and Debir king of Eglon. •"Come
up and help me attack Gibeon," he said,
"because it has made peace with Joshua
and the Israelites."
5Then the five kings of the Arnoritesthe kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth,
Lachish and Eglon-joined forces. They
moved up with all their troops and took
up positions against Gibeon and attacked
it.
6l'he Gibeonites then sent word to
Joshua in the camp at Gilgal: "Do not
abandon your servants. Corne up to us
quickly and save us! Help us, because all
the Amorite kings from the hill country
have joined forces against us."
7So Joshua marched up from Gilgal
with his entire army, including all the
best fighting men . &The LORD said to
Joshua, "Do not be afraid of them; I have
given them into your hand. Not one of
them will be able to withstand you."
9A fter an all-night march from Gilgal,
Joshua took them by surprise. IOThe LORD
threw them into confusion be fore Israel,
who defeated them in a great victory at
Gibeon. Israel pursued them along the
road going up to Beth Horon and cut
them down all the way to Azekah and
Makkedah. II As they fled before Israel on
the road down from Beth Horon to Azekah, the LORD hurled large hailstones
down on them from the sky, and more of
them died from the hailstones than were
killed by the swords of the Israelites.
12on the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the
l..oRD in the presence of Israel:
"O sun, stand still over Gibeon,
0 moon', over the Valley of
Aijalon."
l lSo the sun stood still,
and the moon stopped,
till the nation avenged itself on• its
enemies,

)

as it is written m the Book of Jashar.
The sun stopped in the middle of the
sky and delayed going down about a full
day. 14There has never been a day like it
before or since, a day when the LORD listened to a man . Surely the LORD was
fighh ng for Israel!
15Then Joshua returned with all Israel
to the camp at Gilgal.

Five Amorite Kings Killed
t6Now the five kings had fl ed and hidden in the cave at Makkedah. l7When
Joshua was told that the five kings had
been found hiding in the cave at Makkedah, 18he said, "Roll large rocks up to
the mouth of the cave, and post some
men there to guard it. 19But don't stop!
Pursue your enemies, attack them from
the rear and don't let them reach their
cities, for the LoRD your God has given
them into your hand."
2oso Joshua and the Israelites destroyed
them completely-almost to a man - but
the few who were left reached their fortified cities. 21The whole army then returned safely to Joshua in the camp at
Makkedah, and no one uttered a word
against the Israelites.
22Joshua said, "Open the mouth of the
cave and bring those five kings out to
m e." 23So they brought the five kings out
of the cave - the kings of Jerusa lem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon.
HWhen they had brought these kings to
Joshua, he summoned all the men of Israel and said to the army commanders who
had come with him, "Come here and put
your fee t on the n ecks of these kings." So
they came forward and placed their feet
on their necks.
2SJoshua said to them, "Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged. Be strong
and courageous. This is what the LORD
will do to all the en emies you are going
to fight." 26Then Joshua struck and killed
the kings and hung them on five trees,
and they were left hanging on the trees
until evening.
27 At sunset Joshua gave the order and
they took them down from the trees and
threw them into the cave where they had
been hiding. At the mouth of the cave
they placed large rocks, which are there
to this day .
28That day Joshua took Makkedah . He
put the city and its king to the sword and
totally destroyed everyone in it. He left
no survivors. And he did to the king of
Makkedah as h e had done to the king of
Jericho.

Southern Cities Conquered
29Then Joshua and all Israel with him
moved on from Makkedah to Libnah and
attacked it. lOThe LORD also gave that city
and its king into Israel's hand. The city
and everyone in it Joshua put to the
sword. He left n o survivors there. And he
did to its king as he had done to the king
of Jericho.
31 Then Joshua and all Israel with him
moved on from Libnah to Lachish; he
took up positions against it and attacked
it. 32The LoRD handed Lachish over to Israel, and Joshua took it on the second
day . The city and everyone in it he put to
the sword, just as he had done to Libnah.
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JJMean while, Haram king of Gezer had
come up to help Lachish, but Joshua defea ted h im and his army-until no survivors were left.
J4Then Joshua and all Israel with him
moved on from Lachish to Eglon; they
took up positions against it and attacked
it. JSThey captured it that same day and
put it to the sword and totally destroyed
everyone in it, just as they had done to
Lachish .
36Then Joshua and all Israel with him
went up from Eglon to Hebron and attacked it. 3Tfhey took the city and put it
to the sword, together with its king, its
villages and everyone in it. They left no
survivors. Just as at Eglon, they totally
destroyed it and everyone in it.
38Then Joshua and an Israel with him
turned around and attacked Debir.
J9They took the city, its king and its villages, and put them to the sword . Everyone in it they totally destroyed. They left
no survivors. They did to Debir and its
king as they had done to Libnah and its
king and to Hebron .
•oso Joshua subdued the whole region,
including the hill country, the Negev, the
western foothills and the mountain
slopes, together with all their kings. He
left no survivors. He totally destroyed all
who breathed, just as the LORD, the God
of Israel, had commanded. 41Joshua subdued them from Kadesh Barnea to Gaza
a nd from the whole region of Goshen to
Gibeon. 42AJJ these kings and their lands
Joshua conquered in one campaign, because the LORD, the God of Israel, fought
for Israel.
43Then Joshua returned with all Israel
to the camp at Gilgal.

INTRODUCTION:
Luke 22:31,32
"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission
to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you,
that your faith may not fail; and you, when once
you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."
In Study #9 we saw the compromise with Gibeon and the
failure to consult with the Lord before entering into a
covenant with these neighbors to the west of them.
The Lord never gives up on us, however, even as He
didn't with Peter:
"I have prayed for you, that your
faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned
again, strengthen your brothers."

)

As I thought of my experience, a song kept going
through my mind.
It was from John Fischer's musical
"The New Covenant," and I had memorized the lyrics
because they meant so much to me:
We all get hurt,
We always seem to end up
face down in the dirt.
And hounded by the pain,
We just remain
Satisfied to be hurt again.
We close our minds to the meaning
in the madness that we find.
We prefer to hide out,
Rarely try to find out
Just what pain is all about.
But if there's one thing you need to know,
It's that hurtin' only makes you grow,
and the pain you feel
is the first step to being healed.

)

But there's one thing you need to do,
It's to get your eyes off you,
Place them on the Lord,
And He'll make pain an open door.
pp . 161-162
The Missing Piece - Findi ng God's Peace for Your Past
by Lee Ezell
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I read from the book of James:
"Wash your hands,
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to
mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves
before the Lord, and he will lift you up."
Tears stream down my cheeks and splatter on my
desk. This verse, I'm ashamed--no, pleased--to say, was
written for me.
I read a page from an old Puritan book. It becomes
my prayer:
0 God,
I know that I often do thy work without thy power,
and sin by my dead, heartless, blind service,
my lack of inward light, love, delight,
my mind, heart, tongue moving without thy help.
Help me to rejoice in my infirmities and give thee
praise,
to acknowledge my deficiencies before others
and not be discouraged by them,
that they may see thy glory more clearly.

)

Teach me that I must act by a power supernatural,
whereby I can attempt things above my strength,
and bear evils beyond my strength,
acting for Christ in all, and
having his superior power to help me.
Oh, how I want to do His work in His power. Not
mine. And I want very much to serve . But not
heartlessly. I want to admit my weaknesses and not be
discouraged by them. And Lord, if I attempt things
beyond my strength, may I always find help in You.
The healing is happening.
pp. 88-89
Choices Changes by Joni Eareckson Tada I
Now that things hav e been made right between Joshua and
the Lord and they are in fellowship again, I can just
hear the host of Israel singing:
Lead on, O King Eternal, the day
Henceforth in fields of conquest
be our home
Through days of preparation your
strong
And now, O King Eternal, we lift

)

of march is come
your tents shall
grace has made us
our battle song.
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Lead on, o King Eternal, till sin's fierce war
shall cease
And holiness shall whisper the sweet amen of peace .
For not with sword's loud clashing, nor roll of
stirring drums
With deeds of love and mercy, the heavenly kingdom
comes .
Lead on, o King Eternal, we follow not with fears
For gladness breaks like morning where'er your
face appears.
Your cross is lifted o'er us, we journey in its
light
The crown awaits the conquest, lead on, o God of
might.

1Y rc.J-io Whereas we titled chap. 9 "Gibeon",
we can title chap. 10 "THE SOUTHERN CAMPAIGN."

)

A I

It has been Joshua's program for possession of the land
to drive a wedge into the middle of the land by first
taking Jericho and then moving west to Ai. After the
successful occupations of these two territories and the
compromise with Gibeon, Joshua and the forces now are
ready to have an all-out offensive to the south in
possession of that territory; and that is what is
See
described in chap. 10.
of<?M.s

Before we actually get into the text, I think it would
be good for us to outline the 43 verses in the following
way:
1.

THE CAUSE - verses 1-5

2.

THE COURSE - verses 6-15

3.

THE CULMINATION - verses 16-43

0J <J -r I J,

f{es"1

GI h~ - [)e....r~ !

God uses the compromise with Gibeon to trigger the
southern campaign. Yes, the amazing grace of God does
work all things together for good and for His ultimate
glory.

)

-
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Ma.f s--

~sh ut:t
A+ G.'/'14 /

The r e is o n e othe r o bs e r v ation that we need to mak e
before actually launching into a verse-by -verse
e x position and that is the fact t hat tp~ Lord is
mentioned thirt een * imes in the passage. I think if we
keep our focus on t e ~ and nQ.t 211 ~ circumstances
in the passage / i t will he l p us to a better
unde rstanding o f what's going on.
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Tu ~cYOK. or /(ew.,/a-l1c1v. Jesc.,,;J,~.r fU../"'~

I.

j v..Jc;~c..~ t» olJ i..v....,,.,..a..,,, ,·+7 +k,,_;1 ~
Si m 1°/l!fr /
v. 1 Nq w Ad p n j - z edek king of Jerusalem heard that
.Ja s h pa h a d ta ke p Aj and tot a] l y destroy ed it, doing
to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and
i t s kj pg and that the p eop le of Gi beon had made
a ~ t re at y q f p e a c e wi t h I s r a el and were li y i n g
near them. .
Se.e Mct 'P'

THE CAUSE - verses 1-5

..----...

We are first introduced to Adoni-Zedek, king of
Jerusalem. He was obviously ~ tough ~ Q.U ~ block.
Jerusalem was never really possessed by the people but
was a fortress of the Jebusites even until the time of
David when he sets up his kingdom and moves the capital
to Jerusalem. Before he can do that, he must take the
city of Jerusalem . When coming to it, we hear the
Jebusites speaking in 2 Samu el 5:6

)

Now the king and his men went to Jerusalem against
the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, and
they said to Dav id, "You shall not come in here,
but the blind and lame shall turn you away";
thinking, "David cannot enter here."

~~

~

J

B

donizedek, i.e. lord of righteousness, is synonymous
·
Melchizedek (king of righteousness), and was a
title of the Jebusite kings, as Pharaoh was of the
ian. Jerusalem, i . e . the founding or possession of
peace, called Salem in the time of Abraham (Gen . x i v . 18),
was the proper name of the town, which was also
frequently called by the name of its Canaanitish
inhabitants Jebus.
p. 103
Commentary on the Old Testament, Vol . 2 by c. F. Kiel
and F. Delitzsch

Adoni-Zedek heard about ~' which is only 10-12 miles
~ of him; and he'd also heard about ~ericho, which
is about 17-18 miles northeast of him. Then, of all
things, he heard of the people of Gibeoo making a peace
treaty with the children of Israel and Gibeon only lay
g-7 miles north of Jerusalem. I think what has got
Adoni-Zedek stirred up is that Joshua and the children
of Israel are getting too close for comfort.

v. 2

He and his peop le were y ery much alarmed at this.
because Gibeon was an imp ortant city . like gp e g t
t h e roya l c j t jes ; j t was lar ger than Ai. and all
its men were g ood fi ghters.

Adoni-Zedek and the residents of Jerusalem became very
much alarmed at all of these traumatic happenings around
them.

)

Our text tells us that this was intensified by the fact
that Gibeon was an important city like one of the royal
cities, it was larger than Ai, and its men were good
fighters.
Evidently, the fighting men of Gibeon had joined with
Adoni-Zedek on some prior occasion so he could witness
or he had heard by report that you didn't mess around
with the men from Gibeon.
--===--'
-e.
~
~ "'2"'
~
"F
v. 3

So Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem a ppealed to
Hoham king of Hebron. pj ram k j pg g f ,Ja rmpt h
Jap hia king of Lachish and Debir king of Eg lon .

fve.vtf/i,~'J Sc:. 1::CC,y IJtY/.I.

r

.~

1/-1//n .
Adoni-Zede~e king of Jerusalem, then turned eouth 20,(J)
miles to<fl._ebro_w and asked Hoham the king to have his men
' join him '
conflict against Gibeon. He then turned
toward
mut
which · 17 ·
e
thw st and ®
contacted Piram the king there to see if he would join
him.
then he gave an invitation to Japhia the king
of achi
hich i
6 'les
and to Debir the ~
king of
loo which is 32 iles
we t, asking all ~
of them to Join him and help him attack Gibeon.

J

/-+e Gse~

~+h

e~6~es-at +<~

C>
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v. 4

"Come u p and help me attack. Gibeon," he said,
"hec a 11se i t ha s made p eace with Joshua and the
Israel jte s

" because it h a s made peace
He then gives the reason:
with Joshua and the Israelites."
Adoni-Zedek and the
rest of the citizens of the land of Palestine could have
avoided a lot of bloodshed if they had been smart enough
to do the same as Gibeon had done and made peace with
Joshua and the Israelites.
1Y f>fr.LM.. / s
i1?Ci K~ G' i be .:JY> tv

tCe

)

/c

//;
kt J. AJ.e ...~
cr.s v ."lr-1
. •

The four other cities involved in this anti-Gibeon
coalition are Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon.
.;> ~V\
Hebron, whose name means "confederacy" or "association," _ - - - - - lay 19 miles south-southwest of Jerusalem. It is also
called Kiriath-arba (20:7; Gen. 23:2, 35:27). Jarmuth,
today known as Khirbet Yarmuk, is sixteen miles west of
Jerusalem, and occupies a dominant position commanding a
view of the coastal plain and the sea. Lachish, now
known as Tell ed-Duweir, also is an ancient city dating
back to the eighth millennium BC. From 1550 to 1200 BC it
was a provincial capital of the Egyptian empire . At the
beginning of the twelfth century it was destroyed by fire.
Eglon is generally identified with Tell el-Hesi, one of
the first sites excavated in Palestine. The fortified
city dates from the Middle Bronze Age (2100-1550 BC) and
survived until the fourteenth century BC.
p. 170
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra

v. 5

,Then the five king s of the Amorites--the kings of
Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eg lon-j oined forces. They moved u p with all their troops
and took u p p ositions a g ainst Gibeon and attacked it.

The term " Amorites" that is used here is a general term
to refer to all the citizens of Palestine in a similar
way that the term "Canaanites" is used. The confusing
thing, however, is that " the Amorites" is also a
reference to a specific people who lived on the east and
west banks of the Jordan River and around the west side
of the Dead Sea.

)

ts t..
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•

What we have now as the cause of the conflict in the
chapter is these five kings organized together against
Gibeon because of Gibeon's action toward Israel in ~
making peace.

\(et.

It's five kings against Gibeon .

It's fi ve-to-one odds.

It's five against one--ain't no fun.
I am sure the Gibeonites felt like it was CUSTER'S
LAST STAND.
Adoni-Zedek and his cohorts have taken up positions
against Gibeon and the first shots have been fired •
./

.

v \-_:::..-N 'tJS.~ ~

C'..l>-/

· ,,/"'"
~

II.

We come now to Roman numeral II in our out l ine:
THE COURSE - verses 6-15
We have seen first THE CAUSE, and now THE COURSE.
v. 6

The Gibeonites then sent word to Joshua in the
camp a t Gi l ga l · "Po not abandgn ygur s e r yants,
Come up to us quickly and saye us! He l p us,
b e cause a ll t h e Amq rj

te

k j pg§ fr g m the h jl 1

country haye joined forces aqains_t_u.s... "
A message was dispatched immediately as an SOS to
Gilgal, which was t8-20 miles to the east. Their plea
opens with a command: "Do not abandon your servants;"
and then a further command: " Come up to us quickly and
save us! Help us," and the reason being "because all
the Amorite ki ngs from the hill country have joined
forces against us."
Once again we have the term "Amorite" referring to these
kings .

)
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You can sense the urgency of the request by focusing on
the words " quickly ," " save us , " "help us . "
I t is quite obvious that they are already under fire and
experiencing some casualties in the b attle .
It is like making a call for the calvary. The battle is
going to be lost if there are not immediate steps taken
for reinforcements. Jtle,.y b.,eJ;d q~t f,£f r _e inforcements
because
they
were
9£2 fighters.
CZ
-.....:::_
-;:;:z
This is an all-out state of emergency.

~e.l

iF 1 ~~J. ~~vt .bb.a :

fi.5·\,- _.
rt
5

~t-e_LI•

.-w-

e. ~ . ..AIJ'
• fcJV -

t).Y' I l'\,v"'
_,_ ._-.,
/ -_ fe<1f· t

Farqe+.

,·~

.' _'t'ts i s

/1AJt. S i ve\1.s /}ye 5'01,A,nJ1vii
~ .-

;n Ue.l"s.e
GoJ/s .w~

'i-i' ""'~ ou..+

o f:' Ge#1

1"kt..+ 1veo.+-7 . 5e.rv't.\ +k-. 1- r~/..f ! ~ fv- 1e,.Ke.J Me !
v. 7 So Joshua marched up from Gilqal with his entire
army , including all the best fi ghting men.
· .....

t) ~p

~v 1 }£

The result of this request for military aid is
immediately handled by Joshua, who mobilized the entire
army; and they marched from Gilgal with great haste .

)

v. 8

~

The Lord said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid of
them ; I haye gi ven them into your hand. Not one
gf them will be able to withstand you . "

Joshua and the Lord are in this together. It ' s going to
be a winner. Joshua and the Lord have got it ba ck
together again after chap. 9 .
The Lord always comes at the perfect time with PEACE,
ASSURANCE, AND CONFIDENCE.
We can also learn from this experience that prior
compromises draw us into battles that we would just as
soon not fight .

)

Whereas it is the Gibeonites who were the center of
attention in chap. 9, now it's the Gibeonites who come
back again in chap . 10 and are involved in the big
middle of things.

oF
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Another beautiful thought is that the Lord can use our
mistakes to accomplish His purpose which is conquering
the land.
I am sure Joshua has a little knot in the pit of his
stomach as he heads up toward Gibeon, not knowing what
he's going to meet in this great military mobilization
that's in front of him; and so the Lord begins, as He so
often does, with His servants: "Do not be afraid of
them."
He immediately follows this with the words of assurance:
"I have given them into your hand. Not one of them
will be able to withstand you."
Joshua 1:5

)

No one will be able to stand up against you all
the days of your life . As I was with Moses, so
I will be with you; I will never leave you or
forsake you.
Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be
with you wherever you go.
Joshua 5:14
"Neither," he replied, "but as commander of the
army of the Lord I have now come."
Joshua 8:1
Then the Lord said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged. Take the whole army with
you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered
into your hands the king of Ai, his people, his
city and his land.

)
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Now look at verse 8. "And the Lord said unto
Joshua, Fear them not; for I have delivered them into
thine hand; there shall not a man of them stand before
thee." Here is a remarkable fresh promise from the Lord
that Joshua n~eded just at this time. God was faithful
to supply him with assurance and direction. As a result
Joshua immediately went after the enemies and engaged in
that strange battle during which the daylight was
prolonged, hai l stones fell from heaven, and an
overwhelming victory was afforded the Israelites.
p. 103
This Land Is Your Land by Paul E. Toms

v. 9
~

~~

~o~

~

c">r,!;4'

After an all-nig ht march from Gilg al, Joshua took
them by surp rise.

~~~ Because

of the fact that it was an emergency and the

~ ~ words "help ' " " quickly ' " "save," and "do not abandon"
~
c,eA:i>Jd~ caused Joshua to pay the price of an all-night march

0
!- '

~~

)/

from Gilgal to Gibeon .
Naturally the five kings who had bound together against
Gibeon were not expecting Joshua, and he took them by
surprise.

v.10

The Lord threw them into confusion before Israel,
who defeated them in a g reat y ictory at Gibeon.
I s rae l rn1rsued them along the road g oing u p to
Ret h Hg ron and cut them down all the way to
Azekah and Makkedah .

The Lord, in faithful fulfillment of His promise that He
would be with them and not one of them would be able to
withstand him, immediately threw the five kings into
chaotic confusion because of the surprise attack from
Joshua. Our text tells us there was a great victory a t
Gibeon.

)
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In the midst of all of the confusion, the soldi e r s from
the five different cities scatter in e v ery direction .
Israel pursued them along the road going up to Beth
Horon , which is ssveo mi les to the northwest of Gibeon
and cut them down all the way to Azekah, which is 18- 2.()
miles to the southwest and Makk edah , which is 15-17
miles to the southwest .

v.11

As t hey fled before Israel on the road down from
Beth Horon to Azekah. the Lord hurled large hails tones on t hem fr qm the sky . and more of them died
from t he 'h aj l 5t q nes than were killed b y the swords
p f the Israelites.

Once again we find the Lord involved in the conflict .
Back in verse 9 He threw them into confusion, and now in
verse 11 the Lord hurled large hailstones down on them
from the sky .

)

One is reminded of the seventh plague in Exodus 9:22-26
Now the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand
toward the sky so that hail will fall all over
Egypt--on men and animals and on everything growing
in the fields of Egypt." When Moses stretched out
his staff toward the sky, the Lord sent thunder and
hail, and lightning flashed down to the ground . So
the Lord rained hail on the land of Egypt ; hail
fell and lightning flashed back and forth .
It was
the worst storm in all the land of Egypt since it
had become a nation . Throughout Egypt hail struck
everything in the fields - -both men and animals; it
beat down everything growing in the fields and
stripped every tree . The only place it did not
hail was the land of Goshen , where the Israelites
were .

)
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And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds
each, came down from heaven upon men ; and men
blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail,
because its plague was e x tremely severe .
Our text goes on to say that more of them died from the
hailstones than were killed by the swords of the
Israelites.

~ Lo-rJ w .· 11 cl o .w~A- e~ ,·s. ILJeees sat-/
f01- 1+<.s o be.J..\.eLA.+-- ~' ld.><~ .

)

)

The Lord never loses a battle . The picture of that
fight is most vivid. It gleams with many colours, and
as it stands in the gallery of ancient history, it seems
to say, This is how it always is; study me, and see the
providence of the Lord.
p. 195
Preaching Through the Bible by Joseph Parker
All things fight for God. The hailstones are his
friends and allies; the stars in their courses beat and
throb according to his purpose and express his intent.
The bad cause has no friends; it comes to an ignominious
end; it is overwhelmed by hailstones. It is so humbling!
If men could have shown on the forehead a great scar
made by a gleaming sword swung by the arms of a Hercules-a very giant in stature and strength--we should have
said, Well, you had a foeman worthy of your steel; it is
equal to a v ictory to have been felled by that man . You
come in under stress of weather. Hailstones! you beaten
back by hailstones? Yes! Why then there is no glory in
it, not a whit. Come back because of the weather? Yes .
Well, that is very crushing. Exceedingly so . But you
are a man; why didn't you "stand up like a man"? I did,
but the hailstones knocked me down! Why is it so? All
the world over . You cannot lock the hail up . You
cannot find a shutter that will certainly keep the
lightning on the outside : God takes the hasp off after
we have shut up the f r ont-door . Consider the ignominy
of the end! To be slain with a sword is to meet a
soldier's fate; to be killed with hailstones is to be
treated as an inferior creature--is to feel the contempt
of an invisible and infinite enemy.
p. 198
Preaching Through the Bible by Joseph Parker
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There is a future day coming when the seventh bowl
judgment will be poured out at the conclusion of the
t r ibulation period, and hailstones weighing over a
hundred pounds each will fall -- Rev. 16:21

The great life-lesson running out of all this ancient
history is: it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God.
"Acquaint now thyself with him, and
be at peace." No hailstone ever ranked itself on the
bad side. No rain ever offered itself to help the bad
man. Though it may appear to have done so incidentally,
it never did so finally; and the stones will be faithful
unto the last. There shall come a day when men shall
say to the rocks and to the mountains, "Fall on us," and
rock and mountain will stand without a sign.
"Hide us
from the wrath of the Lamb!"--and the rock and the
mountain will stand upon their foundations without a
quiver or a spasm.
"Acquaint now thyself with him, and
be at peace."
p.199
Preaching Through the Bible by Joseph Parker

)

Several factors indicate the miraculous nature of
the victory: (l)God gave supernatural strength to
Israel, enabling them to fight after having marched
twenty-five miles during the night.
(2) The Lord rained
hailstones on the Amorites (10:11).
(3) More Amorites
were killed by the hailstones than by Israel's swords.
(4) The hailstones struck only the Amorites despite the
close pursuit by the Israelites (cf. Exod. 9:25-26).
p. 84

Joshua by Paul P. Enns

)

The large stones which the Lord threw upon the flying
foe at the slope of Bethhoron were hail-stones (see
Isa. xxx. 30), not stone-hail, or a shower of stones,
but a terrible hail-storm, in which hail fell upon the
foe in pieces as large as stones (see Wisd. xlvi. 6),
and slew a greater number of them than the swords of the
Israelites. This phenomenon, which resembled the
terrible hail in Egypt (Ex. ix. 24), was manifestly a
miraculous occurrence produced by the omnipotent power
of God, inasmuch as the hail-stones slew the enemy
without injuring the Israelites, who were pursuing them.
By this the Israelites were to be made to see that it
was not their own power, but the supernatural help of
their God, which had given them the victory; whilst the
enemy discovered that it was not only the people of
Israel, but the God of Israel, that had devoted them to
destruction.
p. 106
Commentary on the Old Testament, Vol. 2 by C . F. Kiel
and F. Delitzsch
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By this hailstorm of unusual severity the Lord caused
more deaths among the Amorites than the Israelites killed
with the sword. Once again the account confirms that the
military courage of Joshua and the Israelites, which is
not belittled in any way, is operating within the larger
context of God's miraculous intervention whereby in a real
sense the enemy is "given" (v. 8) into Israel's power.
For hail as an instrument of judgment in God's hands cf.
Isa. 30:30 (on Assyria, the leading world power at the
time); 28:2 (on the drunkards of Ephraim); and 32:19; see
also Job 38:22-23, where hail is said to be "reserved"
against the day of battle in God's treasuries.
p. 173
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra

)

In casting down the great stones of hail upon the
Amorites we may observe what a variety of means God uses
in executing His will.
In overwhelming the antediluvian
world He employs a deluge of rain; in the destruction of
Sodom, fire from heaven; in the overthrow of Pharaoh and
his hosts at the Red Sea, by removing the wheels of
their chariots and drowning them. Therein we behold His
sovereignty exemplified, as it is too in ministering
unto His people. This was not the first time God made
the hail a messenger of judgment, for He did so in the
seventh plague upon Egypt (Exodus ix, 22-26). Many of
the premillenarians believe that "hail" will be one of
the weapons again used by God in His judgments on the
earth (Rev. xvi, 21). This awful visitation on the
Canaanites had been foretold:
"Hast thou seen the
treasures of the hail, which I have reserved ... against
the day of battle and war?" (Job xxxviii, 22,2 3 )--Job
was probably written before Joseph's birth.
p. 278
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur w. Pink

v.1 2

On the day the Lord g ave the Amorites over to
Israel. Joshua said to the Lord i n the p resence
q f Israel ;

"O

SllP

Q moon

)

s tand still o y er Gibeon.
o y er the v alle y of Ai j alon."
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I think it is important for us to notice how much the
Lord is involved in all of this:
In verse 9 the Lord threw them into confusion.
In verse 11 the Lord hurled large hailstones.
And in verse 12 the Lord gave the Amorites over to
Israel.
Joshua now expresses his needs to the Lord through the
recorded prayer:
"O sun, stand still over Gibeon,
o moon, over the Valley of Aijalon."

1 John 5:14,15
And this is the confidence which we have before
Him, that, if we ask anything according to His
will, He hears us . And if we know that He hears
us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the
requests which we have asked from Him.

)

The incredible thing about all of this is that he

~'f marched all night, fought all day, and still wanted

more.
Gibeon, of course, is the heart of the battle, and the
Valley of Aijalon is about 15 miles northwest toward the
Mediterranean Sea from Gibeon.

v . 13

So the sup stood st j ll.

and the moon stopped,
till the nation avenged itself on its enemies,
as it is written in the Book of Jashar. The sun.
stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going
down abgp t a f p ll day .

)
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Jeremiah 33:3
Call to me and I will answer you, and tell you
great and unsearchable things you do not know.
Jeremiah 32:27
I am the Lord , the God of all mankind .
too hard for me?

Is anything

The two major miracles that we see in the passage are:

)

)

1.

The hailstones

2.

The sun standing still

It was under these circumstances that Joshua dared
to ask an unprecedented gift of God--that the day might
be prolonged.
"Why should not the sun, which is thy
creature, but worshiped too long in this land in thy
stead, now subserve thy purpose in the destruction of
these who have given it what was thy due? and why should
not yonder moon, which has so often looked down upon
these licentious orgies of the Amorite , now see their
impurity washed out by blood? They are thine, Jehovah;
they will perform thy bidding ; hearken to my v oice and
let them stay . "
p . 125
Joshua by F. B. Meyer
As Joshua smote the enemy at Gibeon, and they fled to
the south-west, he was no doubt on the west of Gibeon
when he commanded the sun and moon to stand still; and
therefore from his point of view the sun would be in the
east when it stood over Gibeon, and the moon in the far
west when it stood over the valley of Ajalon.
But that
could only be the case before noon, a few hours after
sunrise , when the moon had not yet set in the western
sky.
In all probability the battle took place quite
early in the morning, as Joshua had marched from Gilgal
the night before, and fell quite suddenly upon the enemy
(ver. 9). But after the conflict had lasted for some
hours, and Joshua began to be anxious lest he should be
unable to overcome the enemy before night came on, he
addressed the prayer to the Lord to lengthen out the
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)
day, and in a short time saw his prayer so far
fulfilled, that the sun still stood high up in the sky
when the enemy was put to flight.
We take for granted
that these words were spoken by Joshua before the
terrible hail-storm which fell upon the enemy in their
flight, when they were near Bethhoron, which is about
two hours from Gibeon, and smote them to Azekah . There
is nothing to prevent our assuming this. The fact, that
in the historical account the hail is mentioned before
the desire expressed by Joshua and the fulfilment of
that desire, may be explained on the simple ground, that
the historian, following the order of importance,
related the principal incident in connection with the
battle first, before proceeding to the special point to
be cited from the book of the righteous.
pp. 108-9
Conunentary on the Old Testament, Vol . 2 by c. F. Kiel
and F. Delitzsch
Gleason Archer in his book Encyclopedia of Bible
Difficulties says,

)

)

It has been objected that if, in fact, the earth
was stopped in its rotation for a period of 24
hours inconceivable catastrophe would have befallen
the entire planet and everything on its surface.
While those who believe in the omnipotence of God
would hardly concede that Yahweh could not have
prevented such catastrophe and held in abeyance
those physical laws that might have brought it to
pass, it does not seem to be absolutely necessary
to hold that the planet was suddenly halted in its
rotation. Verse 13 states that the sun did not
hasten to go down for about a whole day. The words
"did not hasten" seem to point to a retardation of
the movement so that the rotation required 48 hours
rather than the usual 24.
In support of this
interpretation, research has brought to light
reports from Egyptian, Chinese, and Hindu sources
of a long day. Harry Rinuner reports that some
astronomers have come to the conclusion that one
full day is missing in our astronomical
calculation. Rinuner states that Pickering of the
Harvard Observatory traced this missing day back to
the time of Joshua .
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In an article "The Missing Day in Time," Mr. Harold
Hill, president of the Curtis Engine Company in
Baltimore, Maryland, and a consultant in the space
program, relates the following development:

)

)

I think one of the most amazing things that God has
for us today happened to our astronauts and space
scientists at Greenbelt, Maryland. They were
checking the position of the sun, moon, and planets
out in space where they would be a hundred years
and a thousand years from now. We have to know
this so we don't send a satellite out and have it
bump into something later on in its orbits. We
have to lay out the orbit in terms of the life of
the satellite and where the planets will be so the
whole thing will not bog down. They ran the
computer measurement back and forth over the
centuries and it came to a halt. The computer
stopped and put up a red signal which meant that
there was something wrong with either the info fed
to it or with the results as compared to the
standards. They called in the service department
to check it out and they said it's perfect. The
IBM head of operations said what's wrong? Well,
we've found there is a day missing in space in
elapsed time. They scratched their heads and tore
their hair. There was no answer.
"The sun stood still and the moon stayed and
hasted not to go down about a whole day." The
space men said there is the missing day. Well,
they checked the computers, going back into the
time it was written and found it was close but not
close enough. The elapsed time that was missing
back in Joshua's day was 23 hours and 20 minutes,
not a whole day. They read the Bible and there it
said, "About or approximately a day" (Joshua 10 : 12,13).
These little words in the Bible are important. But
they were still in trouble because if you cannot
account for 40 minutes, you'll be in trouble a
thousand years from now. Forty minutes had to be
found because it can be multiplied many times over
in orbits.
Well this same fellow also remembered
somewhere in the Bible where it said "The sun went
backwards." The space men told him he was out of
his mind but they got out the book and read those
words in 2 Kings 20: "Hezekiah on his deathbed was
visited by the prophet Isaiah who told him that he
was not going to die . Hezekiah did not believe him
and asked for a sign as proof. Isaiah said, "Do
you want the sun to go ahead 10 degrees?" Hezekiah
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said, "It's nothing for the sun to go ahead 10
degrees, but let the shadow return backward 10
degrees." Isaiah spoke to the Lord and the Lord
brought the shadow 10 degrees backward (2 Kings
20:10,11). Ten degrees is exactly 40 minutes.
Twenty-three hours and twenty minutes in Joshua
plus forty minutes in 2 Kings made the missing 24
hours the space travelers had to log in the logbook
as being the missing day in the universe.
Isn't
that amazing? Our God is rubbing their noses in
His truth.

v.14

There has never been a day like it before or
since. a day when the Lord listened to a ma p .
Surely the Lord was fighting for Israel!

I think it's critically important to see the summary of
this battle in Gibeon. The Lord is involved in all of
it, and so He responds and listens to Joshua; and the
conclusion:
" Surely t he Lord was fighting for Israel!"

)

IV)
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Then Joshua returned with all Israel to the camp
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At this point, then, in the conflict, the army takes the
18-20 mile trip east back to home base at Gilgal.
Perhaps it was necessary for a little R & R due to the
stressful nature of this particular conflict.
We have noted:
1.

THE CAUSE in verses 1-5

2.

THE COURSE in verses 6-15

-
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Now we will conclude our study of the passage with :
III .

)

THE CULMINATION - verses 16-43
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III.

THE CULMINATION - v erses 16-4 3
v.16

Now the fi y e king s had fled and hidden in the cave

a t Makkedah
Makkedah is about _35 miles southwest of Gil9al and
reports had come in that the five kings from Jerusalem,
Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon had all fled 15-17
miles southwest from Gibeon and were holed up in a cave
and had been discovered.
It is a miracle that they had survived the conflict as
well as the hailstorm and made it to the cave safely.

v . 17

When Joshua was told that the fi y e kings had been
j n the cay e at Makkedah.

fmmct h j d j p g

v.18

)

he sajd "Roll large rocks up to the mouth of the
cay e . and post some men there to g uard it.

His message to the men in return is to close the mouth
of the cave for the time being and just put a small
group of men there to guard i t for the time being.
This is basically what they did at the death of Christ.
They placed Him in the tomb or the grave, rolled a rock
in front of it. The Romans then placed a surveillance
team in front of the tomb around the clock.

v.19

)

But don't stop ! Pursue y our enemies. attack
th e m from the rear and don't Jet them reach their
cities. for the Lord y our God has g i y en them into
y our hand."

General Joshua tells them what to do about the five
kings who are holed up in the cave, and then he issues
some commands that sound like they are words from a
general :
"Don't stop!
Pursue your enemies, attack them
from the rear and don't let them reach their cities . "
And the reason given is "for the Lord your God has given
them into your hand . "- -Signed General Joshua
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They probably needed this admonition "Don't stop"
because he was also saying in that: Don't just be
content with the big boys. We need a total victory. Go
for all the Lord has for you. Make haste and continue
attacking the enemy from the rear.
"For the Lord your God has given them into your hand."
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Remembe-:i;...,...t hat these kings and their people were
giverr4 20 years o make up their minds as to whether or
not tney wourd turn to God. Also God had made it known
that He was giving the land to Israel and that He would
save anyone who would turn to Him.
Israel had to stay
~ L~ .;..GC!YY>
out of the land 420 years until the iniquity of the
Amorites was full.
That time had now come. God brought
fq'ff+ the children of Israel across the Red Sea not only for
their sake , but also to demonstrate His redemption
through power, as He had by blood that last night in
C2 Y~C<, ·>-f '1 o_r=
Egypt when the angel of death passed over the homes on
J
which the blood was on the doorposts.
p. 65
Joshua-Judges by J. Vernon McGee

. .,

'1

rw.+r..f.,,.(

)

v.20

So Joshua and the Israelites destroy ed them
compJetely --almost to a man--but the few who were
left reached their fortified cities.

The result of the battle is that Joshua and the
Israelites destroyed them completely--almost to a man .
There were just a few who reached the fortified cities.

v.21

The whole army then returned safely to Joshua .
in the camp at Makkedah, and no one uttered a word
against the Israelites.

The miracle of this confrontation is that there were no
casualties on Israel's side, and they were the heirs of
a tremendous victory from the hand of God.

)

-I

v.22

Joshua said. "Op en the mouth of the cave and
bring those fi y e king s out to me."

After the conflict Joshua and the army returned to the
camp at Makkedah, and it is at Makkedah in a cave that
the five kings are holed up .

v.23

So they brought the five king s out of the cave-the king s of Jerusalem. Hebron. Jarmuth, Lachish
and Eglon.

In response to Joshua's command, Adoni-Zedek, Hoham,
Piram, Japhia, and Debir were all brought out before
Joshua.

v.24

)

When they had brought these king s to Joshua. he
summoned all the men of Israel and said to the
army commanders who had come with him. "Come here
and p ut y our feet on the necks of these king s."
So they came forward and p laced their feet on .
tbe j r p ecks.

General Joshua felt that it was necessary for his
commanders to gain new confidence and to have a real
good picture of the Lord's triumph and victory granted
to them on this occasion. So instead of just killing
these kings, he has his commanders come, and in a note
of supremacy, has them put their feet on the necks of
these kings.
He brews 10:1 2 ,1 3
But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for
all time, sat down at the right hand of God,
waiting from that time onward until His enemies
be made a footstool for His feet.

)
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)

Third, it is essential to see that such drastic
measures are meted out in response to the rebellion
which openly defies the edicts of God's divine purposes.
It is not that He is unmerciful or vindictive. Rather,
quite the opposite, He is persevering, longsuffering and
gracious in dealing with even the most obtuse people.
In Noah's day his contemporaries were given years
and years of opportunity to repent. But they would not!
Sodom and Gomorrah would have been spared had even ten
residents responded to the pleas of righteous Lot.
Egypt and Pharaoh were given nine warning plagues before
the tenth terrible holocaust.
Likewise for the Canaanites and Amorites. They
knew full well of all the fierce judgments that came
through the flood, the fire, the annihilation of Egypt's
firstborn.
But they had not been moved to seek Jehovah
God. They, like Israel, had seen and heard and knew the
testimony of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Yet they turned
not to serve the Lord. These pagan races in willful
perversion had turned instead to false gods, to bestial
human sacrifices, to sexual aberrations of all sorts, to
gross evil of the worst kind.
The cup of their iniquity had overflowed. So now
in response the cup of divine judgment was to be poured
out upon them. God's direct instructions to Joshua were
simply to liquidate the offenders.
pp. 119-20
Joshua: Man of Fearless Faith by W. Phillip Keller

v.25

Joshua said to them. "Do not be afraid; do not
be discourag ed. Be strong and courag eous. This.
is what the Lord will do to all the enemies y ou
are g oing to fi g ht."

He tells his men because this has been a long, hard
fight and they've got a lot more fighting in front of
them, and so to encourage them and rebuild their
confidence he gives them a negative command:
"Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged." And then a positive
command:
"Be strong and courageous." And then he says
to them :
"This is what the Lord will do to all the
enemies y ou are going to fight."
General Joshua is doing for his men what the Lord had
done for Him back in verse 8:

)
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The Lord said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid of
them; I have given them into your hand. Not one
of them will be able to withstand you."
You cannot help but recall Joshua's commissioning
service when four times Joshua hears the words:
"Be
strong and courageous . "
Joshua 1:6
"Be strong and courageous, because you will lead
these people to inherit the land I swore to their
forefathers to give them.
Joshua 1:7
Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey
all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn
from it to the right or to the left, that you may
be successful wherever you go .

)

Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.
Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go."
Joshua 1:18
Whoever rebels against your word and does not obey
your words, whatever you may command them, will be
put to death. Only be strong and courageous!
The Christian intent on living close to God knows
all too well that the enemy of his soul is often not one
but a coalition of many foes . Who has not faced a
coalition of Delusion, Doubt, Discouragement, and
Despair; or of Pride, Pomp, and Prejudice; or of Laxity
and Lukewarmness? But God is able--"for thus shall
Jehovah do to all your enemies against whom ye fight."
p. 86
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen

)
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I stake my life totally
Completely
Permanently
On the integrity of Jesus.
Lord, Your integrity means
You will do all You promised.
You will see me through
Every fiery furnace
Every tempestuous storm.
If not, dear God
Then nothing in life
Makes any sense whatever.
Your part is to perform
What You promised.
My part is to trust and obey.
p. 24
Lord, It Keeps Happening .•• and Happening
by Ruth Harms Calkin

v.26

Then Joshua struck and killed the king~ and p ung
them on fi y e trees, a p d they were left h apg j pg gp
the trees until e y ening .

v.27

At sunset Joshua g a y e the order and they took them
n from the trees and threw them into the cave
where they had been hiding . At t e mouth of the
cave they p laced larg e rocks. which are there to
this day .

)

How similar this is to the experience at Ai, and it is a
sign of God's faithfulness to His promise to give the
children of Israel the victory.
v.28

That day Joshua took Makkedah. He p ut the city
and its king to the sword and totally destroye~
, every one in it. He left no survivors. And he did
to the k j n g q f Makkedah as he had done to the king
of Jericho.

We do not have the record of the specific handling of
the king of Jericho except that we know that he was
destroyed along with all the other citizens of that
city.

)
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Now hav i ng taken the city where they were camped
militarily, this now leads to an all-out offensive.
v.29

Then Joshua and all Israel with him moved on from
Makkeda h to I, j h pa h a ptj at t a c ked j t .

Libnah is about 4 miles to the southwest of Makkedah.
v.30

The Lord also g ave that city and its king into
Israel's hand. The city and e y ery one in it .Joshua
p ut to the sword. He left no sury i y ors there.
And
he did to its king as he had done to the king of
Jer i c h o

I think it is important for us to recognize that this
little phrase in verse 30 probably could occur in each
of the following conflicts:
"The Lord also gav e that
city and its king into Is r ael's hand . "

)

v.31

Then Joshua and all Israel with him moved on
from Libnah to Lachish; he took u p p ositions
a g ainst it and attacked it .

Lachish is 7 miles southeast of Libnah .

)

Lachish was probably the strongest city of the
confederacy of Lachish, Eglon, and Hebron . It has been
identified at Tell ed-Duweir, a mound of eighteen acres
located fifteen miles west of Hebron.
Considerable information is available concerning
the fosse temple that functioned there c. 1600 B.C . -1200 B.C. Gifts of ornaments, beads in ivory, glass,
and alabaster lay on the offering table. Bones of birds,
animals, and fish were discovered on the floor debris .
The bones of the sacrif ical offerings corresponded to
the Israelites sacrifices (Lev . 7:32). A bronze
statuette of a male deity was discovered outside . In
their worship, young animals were sacrificed, gifts were
placed on a cult table, fire was burned in a hearth, and
libation offerings were poured out.
Lachish was also defeated and totally destroyed.
When the king of Gezer came with his army to help, Joshua
annihilated them too. Nothing is said about the capture
of Gezer.
pp. 88-90
Joshua by Paul P . Enns
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v.32
Lihpa h .
v.33

Meanwhile. Haram king of Gezer had come u p to help
Lachish. but Joshua defeated him and his army -until no survivors were left.

Gezer is about 20 miles to the north.
v.34

Then Joshua and all Israel with him moved on from
Lachish to Eg lon i they took u p p ositions against
it and attacked it ,

Eglon is 8 miles southwest from Lachish.

)

v.35

They cap tured it that same day and p ut it to the
sword and totally destroyed e y ery one in it. j ust
as they had d qne to La qhish.

v . 36

Then Joshua and all Israel with him went u p from
Eg lon to Hebron and attacked it.

Hebron is 22 miles east of Eglon. Hoham the king,
evidently, had already been replaced.
v.37

took the cit
the sword,
tog ether with its king . its vi a g es an every one
in it. They left no sury i y ors. Just as a t Eg lon _
they totally des troy ed it and e y ery one i n it s

v.38

Then ~oshua and all Israel with him turned
around and attacked, p ebir .

Debir is 12 miles southwest of Hebron, and this city has
the same name as the king of Eglon, who was killed by
Joshua along with the other four earlier in the passage.

)
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v.39

They took the city , its king and its villag es.
and p ut them to the sword .
Ey ery one in it the~
totally destroy ed. They left no survivors. They
did to Debir and itp king as they had done t g
Libnah and its king and to Hebron.

The last city mentioned is Debir. Joshua turned
toward it since Debir was 11 miles southwest of Hebron.
It was strategically located between the southland
(Negeb) and the Shephelah.
Its earlier name had been
Kiriath-sepher, "city of books".
Like Hebron, Debir had
to be recaptured at a later point in Israel's history
(cf. 14:6-15; 15:15-17; Judg. 1:10-13). The fate of
Debir is like that of the other cities. The narrator
links explicitly what happened to Debir with the fate of
Hebron and Libnah. This enhances the sombre monotony of
destruction which characterizes this passage.
p . 183
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra

)

v.40

So Joshua subdued the whole reg ion, including
the hill country . the Neg ev. the western foothills
and the mountain slop es. tog ether with all their
king s. He left no survivors. He totally destroy ed
all who breathed. j ust as the Lord, the God of
Israel, had commanded.

I would say that General Joshua had a winning season.
He never lost a battle because the battle is the Lord's
and he was functioning in obedience to the expressed
will of God.
"Just as the Lord, the God of Israel, commanded."

)

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

-28-

)

God, so often I have heard You say
"Obedience--that's the thing with Me."
Just pure and simple obedience
Is what You ask .
In big things
Little things
Ordinary things .
The joy comes after obeying .
Or perhaps more accurately
The joy comes in obeying .
I have no excuse .
You assure me I can do
Everything You ask me to do
By Your continual enabling power.
I know, too
That nothing in the world
Gives greater peace
Or greater security
Than faithful obedience-Day by day, hour after hour.
And yet, dear God
I achingly confess
I am prone to ignore Your commands.
Deliberately I disregard Your nudges.
Lord, may it be different today-Much different!
Today may I obey all the way!
p.45
Lord, It Keeps Happening • .• and Happening
by Ruth Harms Calkin

v.41

Joshua subdued them from Kadesh Barnea to Gaza
e nd from the whole re gion of Goshen to Gibeon.

Gaza is on the coast in the south, and Kadesh Barnea is
still 60 miles further south.

)

It is not known what is meant by the reference: "the
whole region of Goshen . " It has not yet been verified
archaeologically. This was the name of the location
where Jacob and the whole nation lived while they had
their tenure in the land of Egypt. Perhaps someone has
named a fertile part of the southern section of the land
of Israel by this name Goshen . If so , this would be the
southern point and Gibeon would be the northern point
where the original conflict started.
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v.42

All these king s and their lands Joshua conq uered
in one camp ai g n. because the Lord. the God of
Israel. foug ht f g r Israeld

It was the southern
Yes, indeed, it was one campaign.
campaign, and now it has all been taken. And the reason
is given :
"because the Lord, the God of Israel, fought
for Israel."

It is important to see that it is God who gave
Israel victory and possession. Today our victory is in
Christ. The victorious life is His life lived in us.
Then we are blessed with all spiritual blessings, which
are the possessions He has promised to us .
p. 67
Joshua-Judges by J. Vernon McGee

)

How can I put into words, my Lord
The flooding, transforming power
That sweeps my life because of You?
How can I explain to anyone
The soaring, surging peace
That You alone can give?
All the wonder-filled things in my life
All the joyful, glorious things
I owe to Your goodness
Your faithfulness
Your love.
Nothing is ever the same, my Lord
Since the day I met You .
And the longer I know You
The deeper my love .
p. 123
Lord, It Keeps Happening . .. and Happening
by Ruth Harms Calkin

v.43

)

Then Joshua returned with all Israel to the
camp at Gi lc;rn J.
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Joshua's honor, reputation and prestige as a
brilliant corrunander were firmly established all across
the Middle East. But most important was the affirmation
that it was the Almighty God, Jehovah Himself, who had
fought for His people.
It should still our spirits, stir our souls, and
fire our own faith to realize that this same living
Lord--the Risen Christ--by His Spirit stands ready to
help us overcome today, just as of old, if we will but
cooperate with Him in quiet obedience and calm
confidence. He has not changed across the long
centuries of human history!
p. 133
Joshua: Man of Fearless Faith by W. Phillip Keller
Joshua now, with his army, moves back north to home base
and the families at Gilgal, having completed a
successful campaign in the south.

When Mark Twain was traveling in Europe with his
young daughter, he was feted in several cities by
royalty and famed people in the arts and sciences.
Toward the end of their journeys, his daughter said to
him, "Papa, you know everybody but God, don't you?"
Joshua was a man who knew God above all else. The
results are impressively recorded here. As Daniel later
wrote, "The people who know their God will display
strength and take action" (Dan. 11:32b).
For Joshua, for Daniel, and for you, knowing God
and trusting Him implicitly is the key to victory.
p. 85
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Cambell
I am sure that Joshua and his men are very emotional
at this time and exhausted because of the arduous nature
and the length of this conflict. It has been a long
haul at best, and it's going to be so good to get back
to Gilgal and to the families and friends who have been
left behind.

)
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this
particular study?
.YLESSON #1: God uses the compromise with Gibeon to
trigger the southern campaign .

~LESSON #2:
Prior compromises draw us into battles that
we would just as soon not fight.

~ LESSON

#3: The Lord can use our mistakes to accomplish
His purpose.

~ LESSON

#4: The Lord grants the victory because Joshua
and the nation Israel are living in obedience.

)
~ LESSON

#5: Life gets COMPLICATED when we COMPROMISE
our CONVICTIONS.

LESSON #6:
It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.

LESSON #7: The Lord always comes to us at the perfect
time with peace, assurance, and confidence.

LESSON #8: The Lord intervenes in the behalf of his
people in answer to prayer in the passage.

LESSON #9: Joshua challenges his men to be strong and
courageous, even as the Lord had challenged him
in his commissioning service in chap. 1.

)
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LESSON #10:

2 Corinthians 2:14

But thanks be to God who always leads us in His
triumph in Christ.
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We began with a hymn, ~nd it would be good to conclude
with a hymn:
"Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus"
Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross,
Lift high His royal banner, It must not suffer loss:
From vict'ry unto vict'ry His army shall He lead,
Till ev'ry foe is vanquished, And Christ is Lord indeed.
Stand up, stand up for Jesus, The trumpet call obey;
Forth to the mighty conflict, In this His glorious day:
"Ye that are men now serve Him" Against unnumbered foes;
Let courage rise with danger, and strength to strength oppose.

)

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Stand in His strength alone;
The arm of flesh will fail you, Ye dare not trust your own:
Put on the gospel armor, Each piece put on with prayer;
Where duty calls, or danger, Be never wanting there.
Stand up, stand up for Jesus, The strife will not be long;
This day the noise of battle, The next, the victor's song:
To Him that overcometh, A crown of life shall be:
He with the King of glory Shall reign eternally.

)
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