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STUDY NUMBER ELEVEN - Joshua 11:1-23 

11 When Jabin king of Hazor heard 
of this, he sent word to Jobab king 

of Madon, to the kings of Shimron and 
· Acshaph, 2and to the northern kings who 
were in the mountains, in the Arabah 
south of Kinnereth, in the western foot
h~ls and in Naphoth Dor• on the west; 
Jto· the Canaanites in the east and west; 
to the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites and 
Jebusites in the hill country; and to the 
Hivites below Hermon in the region of 
Mizpah. 4They came out with all their 
troops and a large number of horses and 
chariots-a huge army, as numerous as 
the sand on the seashore. SAll these kings 
joined forces and made camp together at 
the Waters of Merom, to fight against Is
rael. 

6The l.oRD said to Joshua, " Do not be 
afraid of them, because by this time to
morrow I will hand all of them over to 
Israel, slain. You are to hamstring their 
horses and burn their chariots." 

7So Joshua and his whole army came 
against them suddenly at the Waters of 
Merom and attacked them, Band the l.oRD 
gave them into the hand of Israel. They 
defeated them and pursued them all the 
way to Greater Sidon, to Misrephoth 
Maim, and to the Valley of Mizpah on 
the east, until no survivors were left. 
9Joshua did to them as the LORD had di
rected: He hamstrung their horses and 
burned their chariots. 

JOAt that time Joshua turned back and 
captured Hazor and put its king to the 
sword. (Hazor had been the head of all 
these kingdoms.) JJEveryone in it they 
put to the sword. They totally destroyedb 
them, not sparing anything that 
breathed, and he burned up Hazor itself. 

12Joshua took all these royal cities and 
their kings and put them to the sword. 
He totally destroyed them, as Moses the 
servant of the LORD had commanded. 
DYet Israel did not burn any of the cities 
built on their mounds-except Hazor, 
which Joshua burned. HThe Israelites 
carried off for themselves all the plunder 
and livestock of these cities, but all the 
people they put to the sword until they 
completely destroyed them, not sparing 
anyone that breathed. JSAs the LORD 
commanded his servant Moses, so Moses 
commanded Joshua, and Joshua did it; he 
left nothing undone of all that the LORD 
commanded Moses. 

J6So Joshua took this entire land: the 
hill country, all the Negev, the whole re
gion of Goshen, the western foothills , the 
Arabah and the mountains of Israel with 
their foothills, 17from Mount Halak, 
which rises toward Seir, to Baal Gad in 
the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Her·· 
mon. He captured all their kings and 
struck them down, putting them to 
death. ISJoshua waged war against all 
these kings for a long time. 19Except .for 
the Hivites living in Gibeon, not one city 
made a treaty of peace with the Israelites, 
who took them all in battle. 20for it was 
the LORD himself who hardened their 
hearts to wage war against Israel, so that 
he might destroy them totally, exter
minating them without mercy, as the 
LORD had commanded Moses. 

21At that time Joshua went and de
stroyed the Anakites from the hill coun
try: from Hebron, Debir and Anab, from 
all the hill country of Judah, and from all 
the hill country of Israel. Joshua totally 
destroyed them and their towns. 22No 
Anakites were left in Israelite territory; 
only in Gaza, Gath and Ashdod did any 
survive. 23So Joshua took the entire land, 
just as the LORD had directed Moses, and 
h e gave it as an inheritance to Israel ac
cording to their tribal divisions. 

Then the land had rest from war. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Ephesians 6:10-18 

Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength 
of His might. Put on the full armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand firm against the schemes 
of the devil. For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the powers, against the world-forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take 
up the full armor of God, that you may be able to 
resist in the evil day, and having done everything, 
to stand firm. Stand firm therefore, having girded 
your loins with truth, and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your 
feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith 
with which you will be able to extinguish all the 
flaming missiles of the evil one. And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. With all prayer and 
petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with 
this in view, be on the alert with all 
perseverance and petition for all the saints, 

2 Timothy 2:3,4 

Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of 
Christ Jesus. No soldier in active service 
entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, 
so that he may please the one who enlisted him as 
a soldier. 

1 Cor . 15:57,58 

but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ . Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 
that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 
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Joshua's victories illustrate the Christian's 
triumph over the unseen hosts of evil who, acting under 
the leadership of Satan, the god and prince of this 
world, would seek to hinder believers from possessing 
practically that which God has given them in Christ Jesus . 

Many of us are defeated, when we ought to be 
victors, because of unjudged sin in our lives, or 
because of sloth and lethargy which hinder our laying 
hold of that for which God has laid hold of us. Blessed 
it is , if, like the Apostle Paul, we recognize the 
importance of pressing on toward the mark for the prize 
of the calling of God on high in Christ Jesus (Phil. 
3:14, literal rendering). When God has promised to lead 
us on from victory to victory if we but cleave to Him 
with purpose of heart, it is the greatest folly to hold 
back and to fear lest we may not be able to overcome in 
the day of adversity . 
p. 109 
Joshua, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther by H. A. Ironside 

John 13:21-27 

When Jesus had said this, He became troubled in 
spirit, and testified, and said, "Truly, truly, I 
say to you, that one of you will betray Me." 
The disciples began looking at one another, at a 
loss to know of which one He was speaking. 
There was reclining on Jesus' breast one of His 
disciples, whom Jesus loved. 
Simon Peter therefore gestured to him, and said to 
him, "Tell us who it is of whom He is speaking." 
He, leaning back thus on Jesus' breast, said to 
Him, "Lord, who is it?" 
Jesus therefore answered, "That is the one for whom 
I shall dip the morsel, and give it to him." So 
when He had dipped the morsel, He took and gave it 
to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot . 
And after the morsel, Satan then entered into him . 
Jesus therefore said to him, "What you do, do 
quickly . " 
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Luke 22:31,32 

"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded 
permission to sift you like wheat; but I have 
prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; 
and you, when once you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers." 

Job 1:6-12 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the Lord, Satan also came 
among them. 
And the Lord said to Satan, "From where do you 
come?" Then Satan answered the Lord and said, 
"From roaming about on the earth and walking around 
on it." 
And the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered My 
servant Job? For there is no one like him on the 
earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and 
turning away from evil." 
Then Satan answered the Lord, "Does Job fear God 
for nothing? 
"Hast Thou not made a hedge about him and his house 
and all that he has, on every side? Thou hast 
blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions 
have increased in the land. 
"But put forth Thy hand now and touch all that he 
has; he will surely curse Thee to Thy face." 
Then the Lord said to Satan, "Behold, all that he 
has is in your power, only do not put forth your 
hand on him." So Satan departed from the presence 
of the Lord. 

How numerous and difficult are the struggles and battles 
that each of us fight as believers. We must confess 
honestly that there are days that we just do well to 
survive, let alone making any progress. 

In our last study in the Book of Joshua, we saw: 
THE RECORD OF THE SOUTHERN CAMPAIGN. The campaign was 
triggered by a confederacy of kings coming against the 
Gibeonites with whom Joshua and the sons of Israel had 
made a treaty of peace. Israel was thus drawn into 
battle, and then it opened up into taking the whole 
southern region. 
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Whereas we titled chap. 9 - "The Gibeonites," 
chap. 10 - "The Southern Campaign" 

we now will title chap. 11 "THE NORTHERN CAMPAIGN" 

v. 1 When Jabin king of Hazor heard of this, he sent 
word to Jobab king of Madon. to the kings of 
Shimron and Acshaph. 

Hazor is located 80 miles north qt @ilgal, and word now 
has arifted north'"that f fiere has been a total victory in 
the south. When Jabin, the king of Hazor, heard this 
(that is, the complete wipeout in the south), he sent 
word to Jobab, the king of Madon. Madon is about 18 
l].il~ southwest 2,.f Hazor, close to the Sea of Gali!ee . 
" ... t o the kings of Shimron and Acshaph." Shimrol!., is .1Q.. 
~il~s southwe§t of Hazor, halfway between the Sea of 
Galilee and the Mediterranean Sea. Acshaph ~s 22 miles 
southwest of Hazor, closer to the Mediterranean Sea . -
v. 2 and to the northern kings who were in the 

mountains, in the Arabah south of Kinnereth. in 
the west e rn fogthills and in Naphoth Dor on the 
west; 

These northern kings probably were the kings of Jahneel, 
Endor, Ophrah, Camon, and several others. 

I am sure the me ssage from J abin was urgent, reporting 
to them of Joshua's overwhe lming victories in the south, 
and that their only hope for survival is to bi nd 
together against the ir common e nemy. 

The term "Kinnereth" refers to the Sea of Galilee, in 
the we stern foothi l ls and in Naphoth Dor. 

,lia0hot{l ~r is J1_, miles southwest of Hazor, on the 
Mediterr anean seacoast. 

s~e -
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to t he Canaa nites j n the east and west ; to the 
brnorites. Hittites. Perizzites and Jebusites in 
the hill countrvi and to the Hiyites below Hermon 
in the region of Mizpah, 

Mob,/ , ~,~'1 ro-.- or.Jc ~i~/ 
Alf-c"'- r- o~Pen.s1vc, .. 

Jabin is really organizing an all-out massive attack 
against Joshua and the sons of Israel. He not only has 
made contact with these individual kings in the north, 
but he's gotten ahold of the CANAANITES in the east and 
also the l arge group of Canaanites living on the 
seacoast of the Mediterranean in the west ; to the 
AMORITES, who are living on the west bank , I am sure, 
because Sihon and Og were destroyed by Israel before 
they ever entered the land. The HITTITES, of course, 
have a large constituency on the west side of the Dead 
Sea. They have probably been involved in the southern 
campaign and experienced defeat. The larger group of 
Hittites, however, were in Asia Minor and North 
Palestine, so this is the group to whom he is appealing. 
The PERIZZITES are village dwellers and are scattered 
throughout the land and so he makes contact with them , 
with the JEBUSITES in the hill country, in and around 
the city of Jerusalem, and to the HIVITES below Hermon 
in the region of Mizpah . 

The Gibeonites back in chap. 9 were Hivites who made the 
treaty with Joshua on that occasion. This is another 
large group of them that live below Mt. Hermon, which 
wc;>uld be lQ miles northeast £t_ Hazoµ "In the region of 
Mizpah" would refer to the slopes of Hermon. -
v. 4 They came Ol!t wj t h all their troops and a large 

mupher of horses and chariots--a huge army , as 
pumerops as the sand gn the seashgre, 

Needless to say, Jabin has been successful in MASSING A 
MIGHTY MILITARY MACHINE. They also have horses and 
chariots to assist them in their battle. 

Tt FIA'{'" +(u lf~ 1~f A~7 I "\ -tl ~h-r ,·s.f-1~ -- ------
~ b~N f (V\ t)y~ d,fF1'e~1f ~ b~ -t+fes ( ---

4\·$ At<~ (!)Ff'ews tv-Rs ~~ 
\ 

I '1. A-

Jeyreko 
Ai 

S' cu-f..IV4 vt 

A)ar-lltL<' v( 

/ t.fe 

M1J --Ll ~ 

C::.--r-1<;1 ~ ( Jo~ Jes<; c:Luav(!.~ flr1~ i su~~esS' e/~. I 

I 
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This verse contains a vivid description of the 
powerful threat posed to Israel by the amassed Canaanite 
forces: all their troops, a huge army, in number like 
the sand that is on the seashore. This probably serves 
to impress the reader with the seemingly impossible 
situation from which the Lord, the God of Israel, will 
presently rescue his people. An additional factor is 
the use by the Canaanite forces of a great many horses 
and chariots . From about 1500 BC, chariotry had become 
the essential, and at times the principal, arm of the 
military forces in the Near East. Each little Canaanite 
state had its chariots and charioteers . These later 
were troops in chariots, not mounted calvary , which were 
a phenomenon of a much later period , and in some 
countries such as Egypt were never a prominent feature 
of warfare. By contrast, Israel's king was not to 
multiply horses (Deut. 17 : 16). The messianic king of 
the future (Zech. 9:9) will be seated on an ass, 
implying his peaceful nature, and not on a horse. At 
times in Hebrew history, the use of chariots and horses 
by its enemies proved to be a great obstacle to Israel 
(cf. 17:16-18; Judg . 1:19; 4:13). In its better moments, 
and under the influence of divine inspiration, Israel 
knew that reliance on chariots and horses was vain (see 
Ps . 2 0 : 8 [Eng. 7 J ) • 
p. 190 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 

v . 5 All these kings joined f g rces and made camo 
together at the Waters of Merom. to fight a gainst 
Israel. 

Jabin, evidently, had been able to put together an 
incredible array that becomes the mightiest attack force 
that Joshua has met to date. They have made camp at the 
Water s of Merom, and e vidently this location was 
southwest of Hazor and was an ideal bas e for launching 

ffiili tarY Oper.itioii.s. C'et\4r<t ( ~Cf.'j : 'I 'J A .,._e4 / 
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0 God 
What shall I do? 
I am at the total end 
Of myself. 

Wonderful, dear child! 

-7 -

Now start your new beginning 
With Me. 
p . 11 
Lord, It Keeps Happening ... and Happening 

by Ruth Harms Calkin 

Learning to give thanks in my circumstances was another . 
Then came the realization that nothing passed God's desk 
with His approval, and that even a seeming disaster 
could fit His plan . I had also learned to release my 
problems to the Lord and allow Him to work after I had 
done all I humanly could . 
p . 94 
The Missing Piece - Finding God's Peace for Your Past 

by Lee Ezell 

Some of us face loss in the form of lost hopes and 
dreams. This was the hurt of loss suffered by George 
Matheson, a young man living in the mid-1800s. 
Afflicted by an incurable disorder that gradually robbed 
him of his sight, Matheson found himself increasingly 
avoided by family and friends. Finally, there was only 
one person who stood by him: his fiancee. 

But as the day of their wedding grew closer, she 
began to be less affectionate, less spontaneous with 
Matheson. He knew something was troubling her, so he 
asked her what was wrong. At first she said nothing, 
then, with her own beautiful eyes averted from his 
gradually failing eyes, she blurted, "I'm sorry . I just 
can't face a future of caring for a blind man." With 
that, she left him--forever. 

George Matheson had lost his sight, his friends, 
his fami l y , and the love of the only woman he ever cared 
for. All his p l ans and dreams for the future were 
dashed. And it was in the depths of this terrible loss 
that Matheson sat down at his desk and wrote the lines 
of that great hymn, 
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o Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee; 

I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its flow 

May richer, fuller be. 
pp. 59-60 
The Healing Choice by Ron Lee Davis 

The account of the conquest of Palestine by Israel under 
Joshua's military leadership is brought to a conclusion 
with the events reported in this chapter. Ch . 9 opens 
with a reference to the determination of Canaan's kings 
to offer united resistance against the Israelite 
onslaught . Ch . 10 presents the southern phase of this 
Canaanite coalition war . The present chapter depicts 
Israel's military exploits in the north (vv . 1-15) and 
is concluded by a more general summary of the Conquest 
( vv . 16 : 2 3 ) . 
p . 186 
~he New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 

v. 6 T he T:qrd s ai d to ,Jq5h11a, "Do not be afraid of 
them he capse by th j s t j me tomgrrgw I w j 11 ha nd 
aJJ of them oyer to Israel, slain, You are t q 
hamstring their horses and burn the j r qha ri gts." 

I am sure if the hymn had been written, Joshua would 
have begun to sing it: 

Just when I need Him Jesus is near, 
Just when I falter, just when I fear; 
Ready to help me, ready to cheer, 

Just when I need Him Jesus is true, 
Never forsaking all the way through; 
Giving for burdens Pleasures anew, 

Just when I need Him Jesus is strong, 
Bearing my burdens all the day long; 
For all my sorrow giving a song, 

Just when I need Him He is my all, 
Answering when upon Him I call; 
Tenderly watching lest I should fall , 
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Just when I need Him most . 
Just when I need Him most . 
Just when I need Him most . 
Jesus is near t o comfor t and cheer , 
Jus t when I need Him most . . ~ . Jdv-.. 

/0:8 7fu k-d. ~ fJ ~ ; ''J!t #f:!:::::~~4~ ~~ 
In these impossible circumstances tfiat surround Joshua 41 ~~ 
on this occasion, the Lord comes and intervenes and has 
a special message for Joshua in faithfulness to the ,f 

promise that He had made to him in the beginning :~hh~.J-Y1 H' -ft1.1 
G ~ ClfS eJ .' 

Joshua 1: 5 ~ f bv.."f Yl 4 eJ,()!""1~fs 
No one will be able to stand up against you all 
the day s of your life. As I was with Mose s, so 
I will be with you; I will never l eave you or 
forsake you . 

The Lord is mentioned 9 times in this chapter . 

The Lord, first of all, commands Joshua: 

"Do not be afraid of them." 

One is reminded of Isaiah 41:10 

Fear thou not ; for I am with thee : be not 
dismayed; f or I am thy God: I will strengthen 
thee; yea, I will he lp thee ; yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteousness . 

The reason the Lord commands him not to be afraid of 
them is "because by this time tomorrow I will hand all 
of them over to Israel, slain." 

Don't be afraid, Joshua, because tomorrow by this time 
you will have won a great victory. I will hand all of 
them over to Israel. 

There is one final command given by the Lord to Joshua : 
"You are to hamstring their horses and burn their 
chariots." 
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Once more, as Joshua faced perhaps the greatest 
battle of his life, the Lord encouraged him, promising 
Israel victory in their battle (11:6) . Moreover, · the 
Lord gave instructions to Israel to hamstring the enemy's 
horses - -to cut their leg tendons so as to cripple them 
and make then ineffective in warfare; yet the animals 
would still be useful for domestic purposes. In addition, 
Israel was to burn the enemy's chariots. Why was this 
command giv en? Wouldn't the chariots have been useful for 
Israel in future warfare? It was to remind Israel that 
the Lord gave them their success, not their military 
prowess. Should they have kept war-horses and chariots, 
they WOUld ba ye depeode.Q ,,QD tbeir OWn military Stren~th 
rather than trustin the Lord for victor . This ultimately 

to Solomon (1 Kings 10:28; cf. Deut. 17:16). 

On account of this enormous number, and the might of the 
enemy, who were all the more to be dreaded because of 
their horses and chariots, the Lord encouraged Joshua 
again, as in chap . viii . 1, by promising him that on the 
morrow He would deliver them all up slain before Israel; 
only Joshua was to lame their horses (Gen. xlix. 6) and 
burn their chariots. before gives emphasis 
to the sentence: "I will provide for this; by my power, 
which is immeasurable, as I have shown thee so many 
times, and by my nod, by which heaven and earth are 
shaken, shall these things be done" 
p . 121 
Commentary on the Old Testament, Vol. 2 by c. F. Kiel 

and F. Delitzsch 

But why did God command such drastic actions as 
burning the chariots and hamstringing the horses? 
Because the Canaanites used horses i n thei t pag an 
worship. Also there was danger that Israel might trust 
in these new weapons of war rather than in the Lord. 
The psalmist declared, "Some st in chariots and some 
in horses; but we wi l l p oast ~n t o e name of the Lor , 
our Gg d II ( £,s 2 a . 7 ) • 
F Perhaps the horses and chariots might have been to 
Israel what nuclear power is to our own nation . Can 
superior nuclear weaponry be an absolute guarantee of 
security? Do we really liv e by what we declare on our 
coinage, "IN GOD WE TRUST" ? Or must we also add, 
"Provided we are ahead in the arms race"? Where do we 
really place our trust? 
p. 89 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 
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Near the end of his illustrious career, Sir Winston 
Churchill was invited back to his preparatory school to 
address the young men. Before Sir Winston arrived, the 
headmaster said to the students, "In a few days the 
prime minister will be here. Since he is one of the 
greatest orators of all time, I would challenge you to 
listen very carefully and take extensive notes on what 
this great man will say . " 

The day arrived. After an effusive introduction, 
Mr. Churchill stepped to the podium and delivered his 
address. He said, "Young gentlemen, never give up. 
Never give UE · Never, never, never , never! " Then he 
sat aown, for that-was ~sum "t'O"tal of his address. 
But who in that audience would ever forget Churchill's 
words? 
p. 86 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

Marshall Foch, in the second battle of the Marne 
during World War I, was asked about his situation. He 
sent back this dispatch: "My left arm falters. My 
center is weak. My right crumbles. I am attacking." 
p. 90 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

v. 7 s o .Iq5h 11a and h j s whole army came a gainst them 
suddenly at the Waters of Merom and attacked them, 

The result of the Lord's message being given to Joshua 
is recorded in verse 7: "Joshua and his whole army came 
against them," this gigantic force in the north that 
came against them suddenly, just as he had come against 
the southern fgr~~ arrayed against Gibeon~ After having 
marched all night, he took t hem by surpri se. Here he 
comes suddenly against these northern forces at the 
Waters of Merom where they were encamped and attacked 
them. 
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v . 8 and the Lord gaye them into the hand of I srael . 
They defeated them and mirsued them all the way to 
Greater Sidon. the Misrephoth Maim. and to the 
valley g f Mizpah qp t he east. tmtil no sury i yors 
were left. 

Once again the Lord is mentioned, and He is being 
faithful to the promise that He had given to Joshua: 
"the Lord gave them into the hand of Israel." The Lord 
had promised in verse 6 

"I will hand all of them over to Israel, slain." 

Many times in the Bible we would like to have the 
dramatic specifics which are absent here in this 
account. For instance, in the last campaign there were 
THREE MIRACLES that took place of sovereign intervention 
to provide the victory for Joshua and his forces in the 
southern campaign: 

1. THE LORD BROUGHT CONFUSION. 

2. HE RAINED HAILSTONES, 

3. AND THE SUN STOOD STILL. 

Here in the northern campaign, none of these things are 
r ecorded. We just have the statement that the Lord gave 
them into the hand of Israel. 

"They defeated them and pursued them all the way to 
Greater Sidon . " Sidon is 35 miles northwest of Hazer on 
the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. 

"They defeated them and pursued them all the way to 
Greater Sidon to Misre~hoth Main." This location is 27 
miles northwe§~ of Hazer on the"™Coast of the -
Mediterranean Sea. It is about 38 miles south of Sidon. ---.;,;.;;.;;;..;;.;;....-............. .-......;..;;;....;,;;,,;;.;;.;..;,.;.;. 

"and to the Valley of Mizpah on the east, until no 
survivors were left . " 

Yes, God is faithful to fulf i ll that which He has 
promised, as we are obedient to His Word and sensitive 
to His leading in our lives. 
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v. 9 Joshua did to them as the Lord had directed: He 
hamstrung their horses and_ byrned their chariots. 

We can truly say of Joshua that he is a man blessed by 
God because of his obedient heart . The thing that 
impresses you the most about him is that he is a man 
liv' tabl under divine authorit . He is quick 
to e x ecute the Lor s p ans in action . 

v .10 At t hat ti me ,Jq5h11a t urped back and cap tured 
Hazor and pp t its king to the sword. (Hazor had 
beep the head of all t pese kingdoms.) 

Because Hazor was at the heart of all of this region and 
an i mportant city that linked together the rest of them, 
Joshua now turns back in the battle and captured the 
city and put its king to the s word. 

v.11 Eyeryone in it they put to the sword. Thev 
totally destroy ed them, not s p aring any thing that 
breathed. and he burned u p Hazor itself. 

There is a very exciting book out called Hazor : The 
Rediscovery of a Great Citadel of the Bible by Yigael 
Yadin . Yigael Yadin is Professor of Archaeology at 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and director of its 
Institute of Archaeology. It is he who directed the 
excavations at Hazor in 1955-1958. 

In 1955 Yigael Yadin, leader of the excavations at 
Hazor, began the five-year search that has proved to be 
the key to understanding much of Biblical chronology. 
Before the dig was over, the archaeologists had 
uncovered no less than 22 cities of antiquity, including 
the original city of Hazor, which dates back to 2500 B.C . , 
confirmed that an area thought to be a "chariot parking 
lot" was actually the largest city in Canaan; resolved a 
Biblical contradiction concerning the destrucion of 
Hazor by the Israelites; and demonstrated that the 
historical books of the Bible (Joshua through 
Chronicles) are an amazingly accurate record . 
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I quote from his work: 

Last, but not least in importance, is the evidence 
that this huge city, with a population of 
thousands came to an abrupt end by fire in the 
second half of the thirteenth century, never to be 
rebuilt. The discovery of the Mycenaean fragments 
in the topmost stratum shows that the city existed 
while such pottery was still extant , namely until 
1230 B. C. Most probably the city was destroyed 
sometime in the second third of the thirteenth 
century. The striking similarity between the size 
of Hazor as revealed by the excavations and its 
description in the Bible as 'the head of all those 
kingdoms', plus the insistence of the biblical 
narrator that Hazor--and only Hazor--had been 
destroyed by Joshua and burned, leave little doubt, 
it seems, that we actually found the Canaanite city 
of Jabin that was destroyed by Joshua. In that 
case, the excavations at Hazor provided, for the 
first time, decisive archaeological data for fixing 
both Joshua's dates and, indirectly, the dates of 
the Exodus from Egypt. 

v. 12 Joshua took all these royal cities and their kings 
and put them to the sword. He totally destroyed 
them. as Moses the servant of the Lord had_comroand.eci. 

Once again we have Joshua acting in total obedience to 
the Lord and in accordance with what the Lord had 
commanded Moses to do. 

v.13 Yet Israel did not burn any of the cities built on 
their mounds--except Hazor, which Joshua burned. 

It is such an exciting dimension to the text to recognize 
that archaeologically this burning of Hazor has been 
confirmed. 

v .14 I s r aeli t e s carr ied qff for themselyes all the 
p l pnder a nd li vestock of these cities. but all the 
people t hey w it to the sword until they completely 
destroyed t hem . not s paring anyone that breathed. 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

) 

) 

-15-

It has only been at Jericho that they were specifically 
instructed not to take any of the plunder. And now in 
these later campaigns, beginning at Ai, they have been 
able to have free hand in that which has been 
apprehended. The firstfruits of the land was the battle 
of Jericho, and that was dedicated to the Lord. And now 
the remaining plunder is free for the taking to the 
Israelites . 

Ancient Hazor has been identified through excavations 
as Tell el-Qedah in the plain of Huleh, five miles 
southwest of Lake Huleh and nine or ten miles north of the 
Sea of Galilee. The site was identified by John Garstang 
in 1926 . Hazor was a uniquely fortified enclosure. It 
consisted of the city proper on a mound of 25 acres 
rising 165 feet above the road running past it. The camp 
area, a level plateau, occupied a total of 170 acres-
very large for that day. It was protected on two sides 
and partially on a third by steep watercourses. In 
addition, the city was surrounded on three sides by 
great ramparts of earth. 
p. 95 
Joshua by Paul P. Enns 

v.15 As the Lord commanded his servant Moses. so Moses 
&:ornrnapd e d .J95h pa and ,Joshua d j d j t ; he ] eft 
pqtbj pg 1mdq ne of all that the Lord commanded Moses. 

Joshua was a doer of the word, and not just a hearer only. 

"He left nothing undone of all that the Lord commanded 
Moses. " 

Jesus learned obedience from the things that He suffered. 
And Ken and I, servants no greater than our Master, 
learn to do the same. This is the gristmill of our 
marriage. And yet what peaceful fruit it yields. Ken 
and I are growing. Individually, yes. Together, so 
much more. 

The heavy hand of heartache lays us low when we 
disobey. But we learn from suffering. My ... that is, 
our wheelchair, this strange and oftentimes unwelcomed 
addition to our life together, makes us trust. Teaches 
us to obey. And we find joy, fresh and invigorating, 
each day. 
p. 270 
Choices Changes by Joni Eareckson Tada 
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But God's commission carries with it a set of 
conditions, qualifications to be met before one can 
become His messenger. God imposes careful standards on 
those who would be His spokesmen. If Christians meet 
God's criterion, then their work will be effective; if 
they fail to measure up, their work will be useless. 
Some seem to possess an exalted notion of their own 
importance to the work of God. They act as though 
Almighty God were so weak and dependent on them that the 
kingdom would collapse without them to hold it up. They 
are indispensable, or so they think, and the need God 
has is so critical--the emergency so acute--that God 
will accept any service they offer on their own terms. 
In arrogance they present themselves, like impure 
vessels, not realizing that God abhors their sin; they 
present themselves as leaky vases, presuming to contain 
the splendor of God's grace; they present themselves as 
damaged goods, remnants from a fire sale, and expect to 
model the righteousness of God. 
pp. 296-97 
Bibliotheca Sacra, published by Dallas Theological 

Seminary, Vol . 143, No. 572, October-December 1986. 

Evidently the fate of a large enterprise now hangs 
on Nehemiah's one request. Evidently, too, his own life 
hangs on it. 

But in the struggle that culminates in his 
decision, Nehemiah has become a spiritual leader. The 
cocoon lies at his feet empty, having served its 
purpose. God's preparatory period for him is over. He 
stands with slowly spreading wings, trembling in the 
sunlight of a divine smile and gathering strength to 
take flight. 
p. 30 
Excellence in Leadership by John White 

It was in that moment that he enrolled in God's 
school of courage. He graduated with honors from the 
same school when months later he declared, "Should a man 
like me run away?" 

It is a tough school. Thousands of leaders down 
the ages have taken the course. There are practical 
classes in opposition, in difficult circumstances, in 
loneliness, misunderstanding and tribulation. Some 
students quit because classes are so rough, not 
realizing their value. There are no entrance 
qualifications. Any Christian may apply for training. 
And the Principal himself is available for interviews 
with every prospective student, at any hour of the day. 
You have only to knock and you will be admitted into his 
off ice. 
p. 104 
Excellence in Leadership by John White 
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v.16 s o ,Jqshpa took t h i s entire land; the hill country . 
a ll t he Negev t he whole reg ion of Goshen. the 
western f qqth j ll 5 t he Arabah and the mountains of 
Israel with their foothills. 

v.17 from Mount Ha lak. wh j ch rises toward Seir. to 
Baal Gad in the valley of Lebanon below Mount 
Hermon. He captured all their kings and struck 
them down. putting them to death. 

This inspirational passage reminded me of a couple of 
patriotic hymns; 

"America, the Beauti ful" 

o beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of 
grain, 

For purple mountain majesties Above the fruited plain! 

The other one was; 

) "This Land Is Your Land" 

) 

This land is your land, This land is my land, 
From California to the New York Island, 
From the redwood forest, to the Gulf Stream waters, 
This land was made for you and me. 

As I was walking that ribbon of highway, 
I saw above me that endless skyway, 
I saw below me the golden valley, 
This land was made for you and me. 

I roamed and rambled, and I followed my footsteps 
To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts. 
And all around me a voice was sounding, 
This land was made for you and me. 

When the sun came shining, and I was strolling, 
And the wheat fields waving, and the dust clouds rolling, 
A voice was chanting as the fog was lifting, 
This land was made for you and me. 
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In verse 17 we have the statement "from Mount Halak," 
which is the southern boundary and "Baal Gad" is the 
northern boundary, up near the snow-capped peak of 
Mount Hermon. 

The battles were fought over lands that stretched 
from the Great Sea region ("lowland") on the west to the 
Arahab (desert south of the Dead Sea) on the east; and 
from Mount Halak (southwest of the Dead Sea) in the 
south to Baal-gad (under Hermon) in the extreme north. 
p. 90 
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen 

The battles fought by Joshua and his troops ranged over 
lands that stretched from border to border, from south 
to north and from east to west. The period of conquest 
lasted a long time, and victory did not come easily or 
quickly--it rarely does . Yet in all of the military 
confrontations, only Gibeon sought peace. The other 
cities were taken in battle, God having hardened their 
hearts to fight Israel so that they might be destroyed. 
The Canaanites' day of grace was gone. They had sinned 
against the light of the revelation of God in nature, in 
conscience, and in His recent miraculous works at the 
Red Sea, the Jordan River, and Jericho. Now the 
sovereign God confirmed the hearts of these unrepentant 
men in their stubborn unbelief before judging them. 
pp . 91-92 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

v.18 Joshua waged war a gainst all these king s for a. 
long time. 

The victory never does come easy, and the battle is 
always long and diffi cult. So it has been for Joshua. 
He has waged war agai nst all these kings for a long 
time. 

It has been a long and bitter campaign . We cannot with 
certainty say just how long the campaign was, but there 
are those who will project that it was at least seven 
years in length from the time that Joshua took the city 
of Jericho to this final campaign in the north, 
destroying Hazor and all the surrounding cities. 
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v.19 Excep t for the Hivites living in Gibeon, not one 
c j t y made a treaty of peace with the Israelites. 
who took them all in battle. 

The one exception in the military campaign that Joshua 
made was for the Hivites living in Gibeon. 

It was this one group of Hivites in this area alone that 
had tricked Joshua back in chap. 9 into making a treaty 
with them of peace. 

The Hivite cities in the northern campaign, however, 
were not covered by this treaty and were wiped out on 
this particular campaign. 

Joshua blew it once and learned his lesson, and there is 
record of it here. 

"Not one city made a treaty of peace with the Israelites, 
who took them all in battle." 

v.20 For it was the Lord himself who hardened their 
hearts to wage war against Israel, so that he 
might destroy them totally , exterminating them 
without mercy . as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

Hebrews 10:31 

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God. 

Matthew 25:34,41 

Then the King will say to those on His right, 
'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world ... Then He will also say to those on 
His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into 
the eternal fire which has been prepared for the 
devil and his angels; 
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The subject of God's hardening the heart of man is 
dealt with in some detail in the account of the Exodus . 
It is stated ten times that God hardened Pharoah's heart; 
however , it also is stated ten times that Pharoah hardened 
his own heart. Both concepts are true, for from a human 
standpoint, man is responsible and Pharoah hardened his 
heart in rebellion against God; but from a divine standpoint, 
God actively hardened Pharoah's heart as a judicial act. 
The fact that Scripture teaches both concepts does not mean 
it contradicts itself, but rather finite human beings must 
see that they cannot lay hold of the mysteries of God 
apart from faith. The fact that God gives men up to their~ ~ .Af
sin is clearly seen · in Romans 1;24,26.28. It i s a l so €rue 

t hat God desires that the wicked should repent and live 
(Ezek. 33;11) and that God desires all men to come to a 
knowledge of the truth and be saved (1 Tim. 2;4; 2 Peter 3 ; 9) . 
However, as God grants His general gift of grace to fallen 
humanity, people respond differently, and the same sun 
that softens the butter also hardens the ciay (Matt . 5;45) . 
p . lO l 
Joshua by Paul P. Enns 

VII. GOD IS SAID TO HARDEN MEN'S HEARTS, but only 
in the sense in which this is done by the operation of 
His laws. He has so ordained, that if a man's heart is 
not softened by His loving-kindness, it is hardened. 
The man who resists the pleadings of His Spirit becomes 
insensible to their influence. The man who succumbs to 
temptation becomes incapable of resistance, indifferent 
to the beauty of holiness. The man who apologises for 
vice sees no excellence in virtue. The man who is 
puffed up by a sense of his own sufficiency is unable to 
perceive the evidence for God's truth . And this is in a 
sense God's doing, because He has willed that it shall 
be so. It is not an arbitrary law. It exists by a 
moral necessity. We can see that it is but an effect 
following a cause. "Wherefore the law is holy, and the 
commandment holy, just, and good." And if that which is 
good works evil to any, we may not blame God, but man, 
who has turned his meat into poison, and extracted death 
from God's most righteous law. 
pp . 195-96 
The Pulpit Commentary Vol . 3, edited by H.D.M. Spence 

and Joseph s. Exell 
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The narrator is not concerned to analyze the 
motives that may have persuaded these Canaanites to 
offer resistance although he is fully aware that it was 
not blind fate but active planning that led to the 
anti-Israelite coalitions of chs. 10-11. Rather, he 
affords here a glimpse behind the scenes. The stubborn 
heart is due to God's hardening process . This hardening 
had for its ultimate purpose the destruction of the 
Canaanites, who, in the light of Gen. 15:16, had become 
increasingly iniquitous during the period of Israel's 
sojourn in Egypt and the trek through the desert. 

Thus the destruction of the Canaanites is due to 
God's hardening them, but this in no way exonerates the 
Canaanites. The other way was open, as is shown by what 
the Gibeonites did. Ultimately, however, the whole 
course of events serves to carry out the command to 
Moses that Israel was to show no mercy to its Canaanite 
foes (Deut. 20:16), in order to safeguard Israel against 
Canaanite idolatry (Deut. 7:2-4; 12:1-4). A merely 
human way of measuring God's actions in history proves 
inadequate in understanding a passage such as this. 
Nevertheless, it would be improper to eliminate this 
presentation of God or to modify it in any way. 
pp. 196-97 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 

The result of the hardening of their hearts is seen in 
the last phrase: "so that he might destroy them 
t otally, exterminating them without mercy, as the Lord 
had commanded Moses . " 

v.21 At tha t time .195hpa went and destroyed the 
Anakites from the hill country : from Hebron. 
Debir and Anab. from all the hill country pf 
Judah. and from all the hill country pf Israel. 
Joshua totally destroyed them and thejr tgwp5 . 

The Anakites are a giant race of people . One of the 
more famous among their number was GOLIATH from the city 
of Gath who met David on the field of battle . 
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They were from Hebron, Debir and Anab. These are cities 
in the south . Hebron is about 30 miles south of Gilgal, 
and the other two cities are in the same region. 

v.2 2 No Anakites were left in Israelite territory; only 
in Gaza Ga t h ano A5hdod did any sury i ye. 

These are Philistine cities over on the coast. These 
are the ones who have survived. 

v. 23 So ,Jo5h11a took t he en ti re J and. j ust as the Lord 
had directed Moses . and he g a y e it as an 
i p her j tance to Israel according to their tribal 
diy isions. Then the l and had res.t from war., 

This i s a key verse in the whole book . It is a verse 
that looks back and looks forward. It looks back and 
helps us to realize that the first twelve chapters have 
to do with ~liG the lalld, , and chaps . 13-24 have to do 
with the GIVING of the land as an inheritance to Israel. 

The seven preceding chapters of Joshua are accounts 
of wars and conquests. By the time the reader reaches 
chapter 12, he feels a weariness of the din of arms, and 
is refreshed by the last short statement of chapter 11 : 
"And the land had rest from war" (11:23). One writer has 
shared his feelings thus: "The annals of peace are always 
more brief than the records of war; and when we reach this 
short but welcome clause we might wish that it were so 
e xpanded as to fill our eyes and our hearts with the 
blessings which peace scatters with her kindly hand." 
p . 91 
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen 
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The lessons inherent in the character and conduct of 
this man are so obvious they need little elaboration here. 
Yet the basic spiritual principles which undergirded his 
success need to be clearly stated. 

1) Let us always be ready to accept any new 
challenge given to us under God. Let us keep on the 
move with Him. Do not stagnate spiritually . Be bold 
enough to take new territory with Christ . 

2) Leave nothing undone which Christ commands us to 
do. Let us be diligent, earnest, and thorough in any 
assignment He gives us. There must be no shirking of 
our responsibilities to Him and others. 

3) No matter how awesome the "giants" in our 
experience, He can enable us to conquer them. And in 
His own good time, in His own generous way, He will 
grant us that inner rest which is the rightful heritage 
of His people. 
p. 141 
Joshua: Man of Fearless Faith by w. Phillip Keller 

Joshua 1:8 

Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your 
mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you 
may be careful to do everything written in it. 
Then you will be prosperous and successful. 

God is faithful, and He fulfills His promises to the 
obedient heart. 

Lamentations 3:22-26 

Because of the Lord's great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are 
new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I 
say to myself, "The Lord is my portion; therefore I 
will wait for him." The Lord is good to those 
whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it 
is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the 
Lord. 
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"Great is Thy faithfulness," O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness, 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

"Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness!" 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided-
"Great is Thy faithfulness," Lord, unto me! 

"Then the land had rest from war . " 

To God be the glory--great things He hath done. 

I think it is very important for us to remember once 
again that the Lord is mentioned ~ times in this 
chapter. It is He who has won the victory. The battle 
is the Lord's; and now that the victory has been won, 
the land will be possessed. 

An outstanding Christian leader was being given an 
honorary Doctor's degree from a university. It was in 
recognition of his contribution to our generation, his 
influence upon the masses of humanity and his selfless 
efforts to bring men back to God. 

After much praise, honor and an overwhelming amount 
of scholarly dignity, Billy Graham made this statement : 

"I humbly accept this honor on behalf of the One to 
Whom it rightfully belongs. I am merely the vessel and 
instrument that God has seen fit to use. I will hold 
this degree temporarily until He returns and then 
together we will give Him the honor, the praise and 
the splendor that only He deserves." 
(Building Life on the Promises by Robert D. Foster) 
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CONCLUSION : 

What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this 
particular study? 

LESSON #1: When things look hopeless in our eyes, God 
is ready to work . 

LESSON #2: The Lord has a message for Joshua in the 
midst of this crisis . 

LESSON #3 : The Lord is the one responsible for the 
victory . 

LESSON #4: Joshua has an obedient heart . 

LESSON #5: Joshua is a doer of the word, and not 
just a hearer only. 

LESSON #6 : God has been faithful over all the years 
of conflict. 

LESSON #7: The Lord is not willing that any should 
perish but that all should come to repentance. 

LESSON #8: God is faithful to fulfill His promises 
to Joshua . 

LESSON #9: Rest follows the conflict. 
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Matthew 11:28-30 

"Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; 
and you shall find rest for your souls. For My 
yoke is easy, and My load is light." 




