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Now these are the areas the Israelites received as an inheritance in
the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the
priest, Joshua son of Nun and the heads
of the tribal clans of Israel allotted to
them. 2Their inheritances were assigned
by lot to the nine-and-a-half tribes, as the
LORD had commanded through Moses.
lMoses had granted the two-and-a-half
tribes their inheritance east of the Jordan
but had not granted the Levites an inheritance among the rest, •for the sons of
Joseph had become two tribes-Manasseh and Ephraim. The Levites received
no share of the land but only towns to
live in, with pasturelands for their flocks
and herds. sso the Israelites divided the
land, just as the LORD had commanded
Moses.

Hebron Given to Caleb

)

)

6Now the men of Judah approached
Joshua at Gi lgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, "You
know what the LORD said to Moses the
man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you
and me. 71 was forty years old when
Moses the servant of the LORD sent me
from Kadesh Barnea to explore the land.
And I brought him back a report according to my convictions, Bbut my brothers
who went up with me made the hearts of

the people melt with fear. I, however, followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.
9So on that day Moses swore to me, 'The
land on which your feet have walked will
be your inheritance and that of your children forever, because you have followed
the LORD my God wholeheartedly.'•
tO"Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five
years since the time he said this to
Moses, while Israel moved about in the
desert. So here I am today, eighty-five
years old! 111 am still as strong today as
the day Moses sent me out; I'm just as
vigorous to go out to battle now as I was
then. t2Now give me this hill country
that the LORD promised me that day. You
yourself heard then thai the Anakites
were there and their cities were large and
fortified, but, the LORD helping me, I will
drive them out just as he said ."
t3Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his
inheritance. i•so Hebron has belonged to
Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite
ever since, because he followed the LORD,
the God of Israel, wholeheartedly. tS(Hebron used to be called Kiriath Arba after
Arba, who was the greatest man among
the Anakites.)
Then the land had rest from war.
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STUDY NUMBER FOURTEEN - Joshua 14:1-15
INTRODUCTION:
How many times have I heard parents say with such deep
hurt, "My kids just don't appreciate all I've done for
them . Do you realize how much I have given them?"
Eccles. 2:21
For a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge
and skill, and then he must leave all he owns to
someone who has not worked for it. This too is
meaningless and a great misfortune.
It was THEODORE EPP who said ,

)

To hand everything to us without our having to
enter into spiritual warfare would defeat God's
purpose. While God has no pleasure in the death of
the wicked and is ever desirous to see souls saved,
He is equally desirous to make stalwart, courageous
soldiers of all of us Christians.
God could have given the land of Canaan to the
people of Israel without any struggle on their
part, but it would not have been wise.
Joshua and the military forces have fought and won the
battles that made all this possible.

Streams in the Desert for January 9
"For I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us . " (Rom. 8:18 . )

)

I kept for nearly a year the flask-shaped
cocoon of an emperor moth. It is very peculiar in
its construction. A narrow opening is left in the
neck of the flask, through which the perfect insect
forces its way, so that a forsaken cocoon is as
entire as one still tenanted, no rupture of the
interlacing fibers having taken place. The great
disproportion between the means of egress and the
size of the imprisoned insect makes one wonder how
the exit is ever accomplished at all--and it never
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)

)

is without great labor and difficulty.
It is
supposed that the pressure to which the moth's body
is subjected in passing through such a narrow
opening is a provision of nature for forcing the
juices into the vessels of the wings, these being
less developed at the period of emerging from the
chrysalis than they are in other insects.
I happened to witness the first efforts of my
prisoned moth to escape from its long confinement.
During a whole forenoon, from time to time, I
watched it patiently striving and struggling to get
out. It never seemed able to get beyond a certain
point, and at last my patience was exhausted. Very
probably the confining fibers were drier and less
elastic than if the cocoon had been left all winter
on its native heather, as nature meant it to be.
At all events I thought I was wiser and more
compassionate than its Maker, and I resolved to
give it a helping hand. With the point of my
scissors I snipped the confining threads to make
the exit just a very little easier, and lo!
immediately, and with perfect ease, out crawled my
moth dragging a huge swollen body and little
shrivelled wings.
In vain I watched to see that
marvelous process of expansion in which these
silently and swiftly develop before one's eyes; and
as I traced the exquisite spots and markings of
divers colors which were all there in miniature, I
longed to see these assume their due proportions
and the creature to appear in all its perfect
beauty, as it is, in truth, one of the loveliest of
its kind. But I looked in vain. My false
tenderness had proved its ruin.
It never was
anything but a stunted abortion, crawling painfully
through that brief life which it should have spent
flying through the air on rainbow wings.
I have
thought of it often, often, when watching with
pitiful eyes those who were strugging with sorrow,
suffering, and distress; and I would fain cut short
the discipline and give deliverance. Short-sighted
man! How know I that one of these pangs or groans
could be spared? The far-sighted, perfect love that
seeks the perfection of its object does not weakly
shrink from present, transient suffering. Our
Father's love is too true to be weak. Because He
loves His children, He chastises them that they may
be partakers of His holiness. With this glorious
end in view, He spares not for their crying. Made
perfect through sufferings, as the Elder Brother
was, the sons of God are trained up to obedience
and brought to glory through much tribulation.
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)
Yes, it has been seven years of arduous toil and
conflict to bring us to the joy of this moment.
I have titled this 14th chapter "CALEB."
His name means "dog," and it reminded me of a story
about a dog that illustrates our point:
(While practicing law in his native state, George G.
Vest, a one-time United States Senator from Missouri,
was called upon to def end a farmer whose dog was accused
in some relatively unimportant damage suit . In the
course of his defense, Vest delivered the following
impassioned plea to the jury, and as a result won the
case, and a reputation of oratory. The dog long ago
died of the ills of advancing years, but Vest's tribute
lives on, and is today one of the most frequently quoted
bits in the English language.)
Gentlemen of the Jury, --

)

)

The Best Friend a man has in the world may turn
against him and become his enemy. The son or daughter
that he has reared with loving care may prove
ungrateful. Those who are nearest and dearest to us,
those whom we trust with our happiness and our good name
may become traitors to their faith. The money that a
man has he may lose. It flies away from him, perhaps,
when he needs it most. A man's reputation may be
sacrificed in a moment of ill-considered action. The
people who are prone to fall on their knees to do us
honor when success is with us, may be the first to throw
the stones of malice when failure settles its cloud on
our heads. The one absolutely unselfish friend that man
can have in this selfish world, the one that never
proves ungrateful or treacherous, is his dog. A man's
dog stands by him in prosperity and poverty, in health
and sickness. He will sleep on the cold ground where
the wintery winds blow, and the snow drives fiercely, if
only he may be near his master's side. He will kiss the
hand that has no food to offer; he will lick the wounds
and sores that come in an encounter with the roughest of
the world. He guards the sleep of his pauper master as
if he were a prince. When all other friends desert he
remains. When riches take wings and reputation falls to
pieces, he is as constant in his love as the sun in its
journeys through the heavens. If fortune drives the
master forth an outcast in the world, friendless and
homeless, the faithful dog asks no higher privilege than
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)
that of accompanying him, to gua r d against danger , to
fight against his enemies . And, when the last scene of
all comes, and death takes the master in his embrace,
and his body is laid away in the cold ground, no matter
if all other friends pursue their way, there, by the
grave-side, will the noble dog be found, his head
between his paws, his eyes sad, but open to ale r t
watchfulness, faithful and true, even in death .
(KIXL "Think-it-overs" )
The battles have been fought and now it's time for the
dividing up of the spoil.

1.

~ 2.

)

I'
"3~'';:> 3.

\.:::.../

v. 1

In the first five verses of the chapter, we
are going to get an overview of how this
division of the land west of the Jordan takes
place.
In verses 6-12 we are going to hear Caleb's
request.
And then in verses 13-15 we will see Joshua
honor that request.

Now these are the areas the Israelites receiyed
as an inherit ance i n t he land of Canaan, which
Eleazar the prjest. Joshua son of Nun and the
b e ad s q f t he t r j ha l c l a ns of Israel a lloLtad to
them .

In this overview we get a picture of how everything took
place in the distribution of the land to the Israelites.
They received it, but it was fought for and acquired by
a great deal of struggle and traumatic toil.
You will notice the word " inheritance. "

)

We too have an inheritance to look forward to, for Jesus
in the upper room told the disciples that He was going
to prepare a place for us, and when He had the place
prepared, He was going to come again and receive us unto
Himself, that where He is, there we may be also.
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Romans 8:16,17
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit
that we are children of God. And if children,
heirs also--heirs of God and fellow-heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with him in order
that we may also be glorified with him.
Ephesians 1:13,14
In Him, you also, after listening to the message of
truth, the gospel of your salvation--having also
believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy
Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of
God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.
1 Peter 1:4

)

To obtain an inheritance which is imperishable
and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved
in heaven for you,
"Now these are the areas the Israelites received as
an inheritance in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the
priest, Joshua son of Nun and the heads of the tribal
clans of Israel allotted to them."
Eleazar is the third son of Aaron by Elisheba.
succeeded Aaron in the priesthood .

He

He was a priest and advisor to Joshua .
Joshua took over for Moses; Eleazar took over for Aaron.
Eleazar means "God is helper."

)
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Numbers 20 :22 - 29
The whole Israelite community set out from
Kadesh and came to Mount Hor. At Mount Hor, near
the border of Edom, the Lord said to Moses and
Aaron, "Aaron will be gathered to his people. He
will not enter the land I give the Israelites,
because both of you rebelled against my command at
the waters of Meribah. Get Aaron and his son
Eleazar and take them up Mount Hor. Remove Aaron's
garments and put them on his son Eleazar, for Aaron
will be gathered to his people; he will die there . "
Moses did as the Lord commanded: They went up
Mount Hor in the sight of the whole community .
Moses removed Aaron's garments and put them on his
son Eleazar. And Aaron died there on top of the
mountain . Then Moses and Eleazar came down from
the mountain, and when the whole community learned
that Aaron had died, the entire house of Israel
mourned for him thirty days.

)

Eleazar with Joshua and the heads of the tribal clans
were the ones who allotted the land to them.
There evidently were fourteen people on the allotment
committee.

v. 2

The j r jpher j ta pces were assi gned b y lot to the
pjpe- and - a -h a l f t r j he 5
t hrrn1 g h Moses

as t he T.g rd h ad commap ded

Evidently, Eleazar was on the allotment committee
because they used the Urim and Thummim in determining
these allotments.
The nine-and-a-half tribes are stipulated here in verse
2 because the other two-and-a-half tribes, Reuben, Gad,
and the half-tribe of Manasseh already have their
inheritance on the east side of the river.
~ /l~
Our focus in these next chapters will just simply be the
inheritance on the west side.

)
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v. 3

Mose s had g r ante d t he two-and-a-half tribes their
inherj t ance e ast of the Jordan but had not granted
th e r.e y it e s an inheritance among the rest.

When the kingdoms of Heshbon and Og were possessed by
the armies of Israel during the time that Moses was
still alive, the request came from these two-and-a-half
tribes to reside on the east side .
Our verse tells us that in contrast he had not granted
the Levites an inheritance among the rest.

V.

)

4

f qr t he SOPS q t ,Joseph ha d become two tribes-Manasseh and Ephra j m. The Ley j t es receiye d no
s hare of the land but only towns to liye in. with
p asturelands for their flocks and herds.

Verse 4 is the statement of reason why the Levites were
not granted an inheritance among the rest, because the
sons of Joseph had become two tribes. Manasseh was the
oldest and Ephraim was the youngest. The Levites did
not receive a share in the land but they did receive
towns to live in with pasturelands .
Joshua 21:41,42
The towns of the Levites in the territory held by
the Israelites were forty-eight in all, together
with their pasturelands. Each of these towns
had pasturelands surrounding it; this was true
for all these towns.

v. 5

So t he I s r ae l ites d j y ided the land. j ust as t he
T:q r d had cgmmapded Moses

The result now in these first verses is stated: "the
Israelites divided the land, just as the Lord had
commanded Moses."

)
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Obedience to the Lord's command was uppermost in the
hearts and lives of these people who were entering int o
their inheritance.

)

Chapters 14-19 contain a description of the
allotment of Canaan west of the Jordan. Ch. 14 is
introductory in two ways. Verses 1-5 set forth the
circumstances of the allotment procedures, the number of
tribes concerned, and the authorization for this
activity. The rest of the chapter, vv. 6-15, is
probably also meant to be introductory. It describes
one instance of outstanding faith, that of Caleb, who
claimed a portion of land that was inhabited by
redoubtable foes. The story may be meant as an
indication of what faith and loyalty to the Lord can do
in possessing "the land that yet remains" (13:2; see
also Introduction, p. 15). If so, the concluding words
"and the land had rest from war" (v. 15c), words which
also occur at the end of the story of the Conquest
proper (11:23c), can be understood readily.
pp. 224-25
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra
We come now to verses 6-12, and in these verses we have
Caleb's speech.
p· ( •
.:I/ o Nt!
1P1I

1V'f

First on the list is Caleb. He gets top prioritYi and is
the first item on the agenda for the allotment c mmittee
to deal with.
v. 6

Now the mep p f ·D1d ah appr p acbed .J95 h p a at Gj l ga l ,
a pd Ca l e b s on p f Jephunneh the Kenizzite said t g
hjm " vol! kpqw what the Lord said to Moses the man
p f Gpd a t Ka d es h Ra r nea ahg ut ygu and me.

"Now the men of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and
Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him ... "
Back in Numbers 13 when Moses selects one leader from
each of the tribes to go in and spy out the land of
Canaan , we read in verse 6:

)

"from the tribe of Judah, Caleb son of Jephunneh;"
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and then we read in verse 8:

?; ~~

"from the tribe of Ephraim, Joshua son of Nun;"

In Numbers 14:24 we read of Caleb:
But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit
and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him
into the land he went to, and his descendants will
inherit it.
"Now the men of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal .. . "
Gilgal is the home base for the children of Israel
during the whole time of military operations during the
last seven years, and these men come to Joshua at home
base.
Along with them is Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the
Kenizzite.

)

Jephunneh means "for whom a way is prepared;" and he is
from the family of Kenaz, and the word means "hunter."
Caleb addresses Joshua, and the rest of verse 6 down
through verse 12 is his recorded speech.
If we were to summarize his words to Joshua, they could
be simply stated: "You know what the Lord said about
you and me . "
He begins by saying, "You know what the Lord said to
Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and me."
The statements he is recalling and referring to on this
occasion were made 45 years earlier by the Lord:

)
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Deut. 1:34-36
When the Lord heard what you said, he was angry and
solemnly swore:
"Not a man of this evil generation
shall see the good land I swore to give your
forefathers, except Caleb son of Jephunneh. He will
see it, and I will give him and his descendants the
land he set his feet on, because he followed the
Lord wholeheartedly."
Into this chilling atmosphere of cowardice and unbelief
Mr. Greatheart injected a shot of radiant faith.
He
merited Dr. Eadie's eulogy:
"He was a brave man among
cowards, an assured man among sceptics."
p. 84

Bible Men of Faith by J. Oswald Sanders

)

)

At every stage he towered above his contemporaries.
youth he stood alone.
In mid-life he walked alone.
old age he climbed alone.
p. 86
Bible Men of Faith by J. Oswald Sanders

In
In

~Caleb reminds me of Adoniram Judson, the missionary
who spent twelve years in Burma without a convert. The
board that sent him out didn't sense the situation nor
what a tremendous missionary they had in Judson; so they
wrote him a very diplomatic letter, suggesting that he
should come home. They asked him what the prospects in
Burma were for the future. His reply was, "The future
is as bright as the promises of God." His confidence in
God was the reason he could stay in the wilderness of
Burma all those years. Although he suffered a great
deal and it took a long time for revival to break out,
it finally did. His time was well spent.
Are you enjoying all the spiritual blessings that
God has for you today? You say, "I have lots of
trouble." I know that Christians have many troubles in
the course of their lives. My heart goes out to them.
But I always think of the testimony of a Negro man who
said his favorite Bible verse was, "It came to pass."
When puzzled people asked him what he meant by that, he
replied, "When I get into trouble and problems pile up,
I turn to my verse and know my troubles have not come to
stay; they have come to pass.~ There are a lot of
things you can complain about, friend, and I do my share
also, but what about your hope? What about the future?
Caleb for forty years in that wilderness was enjoying
all the spiritual blessings that were his in Christ!
p. 77
Joshua-Judges by J. Vernon McGee
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Are there not some secondary heroes in the Bible? Very
little is said about Caleb. There are three men of the
name of Caleb in the Bible, and if you put all the three
Calebs together the space required for the record of their
deeds would not be a large one. There are under-heroes,
men who are not of the stature and volume and force of
Elijah, who fills the whole space of the time he lived in:
but there are Calebs, men who are less, and yet of the same
quality; men who have accepted Heaven's vocation and are
working it out with a rare courage and a sweet patience.
May such a word as this touch many a man who is wondering
what he is doing, and help many a woman to believe that in
quietness and in peace in household privacy she may be
touching with helpfulness some of the boldest and bravest
lives of the time.
p. 233
Preaching Through the Bible by Joseph Parker

)

Caleb is one of those men whom we meet with seldom
in Bible history, but whenever we do meet them we are the
better for the meeting. Bright and brave, strong, modest
and cheerful, there is honesty in his face, courage and
decision in the very pose of his body, and the calm
confidence of faith in his very look and attitude.
p. 262
The Expositor's Bible - The Book of Joshua
by William Garden Blaikie, D.D., LL.D.
The story of how Caleb obtained his inheritance is
linked with the people of Judah, who had come to Joshua
at Gilgal . What precisely is the link between Judah's
coming to Gilgal and Caleb's request that follows is
not clear . Caleb often is linked with the tribe of
Judah (Num. 13:6; 34:19), but his precise ethnic origin
is a matter of debate since he is also called a
Kenizzite (vv. 6, 14; Num. 32:12). Kenizzites are
listed among the original, non-Israelite population of
Canaan (Gen. 15:19). It may be that this name here
simply stands for a descendant of Kenaz, which name
occurs among Caleb's descendants (1 Chr. 4:13,15). Upon
that supposition Caleb was Judahite by descent.
p. 227
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra

)
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v. 7

I was f o r ty y ears old when Moses the servant of
the Lgrd s ent me from Kadesh Barnea to exp lore the
l a nd
Ap d I brought him back a report according
to my COP l i ct i OPS
1

It was 45 years ago when I was forty years old, and
Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh Barnea
to explore the land.
Caleb goes on to say that as a result of that assignment
he brought back to Moses a report according to his
convictions.
One of the things that we admire about Caleb is he is a
. man of conviction. It i s beautifully demonstrated here
c;en0~in this experience that he is recounting because there
::,:.::----is just he and Joshua against the other ten. That seems
to be the case when convictions come to the forefront.
You are usually standing in the minority .

'J.

)

It is said of DANIEL that "he purposed in his heart not
to defile himself with the king's meat."
It was MARTIN LUTHER who said, "Here I stand; God help
me."
They explored the land for forty days, and then came
back with a report.
Numbers 13:30
Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and
said, "We should go up and take possession of the
land, for we can certainly do it."

)
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Numbers 14:6-9
Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh,
who were among those who had explored the land,
tore their clothes and said to the entire
Israelite assembly, "The land we passed through
and explored is e x ceedingly good.
If the Lord is
pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a
land flowing with milk and honey and will give it
to us. Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do
not be afraid of the people of the land, because we
will swallow them up . Their protection is gone,
but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of
them."

v.

8

h pt my hrqt her 5 wh g we p t

im w j th me mad e

t he

h ea r ts g t t h e p e gp le melt with fear . I . howey er,
t g ll qwed t he r.g rd my God wholeheartedly .

)

In contrast, the other ten spies who went up made the
hearts of the people melt with fear.
Numbers 13:31-33
But the men who had gone up with him said, "We
can't attack those people; they are stronger than
we are." And they spread among the Israelites a
bad report about the land they had explored. They
said, "The land we explored devours those living in
it . All the people we saw there are of great size.
We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak
come from the Nephilim). We seemed liked
grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the
same to them . "
The response to this majority report is seen in
Numbers 14 : 1-4

)

That night all the people of the community raised
their voices and wept aloud. All the Israelites
grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole
assembly said to them, "If only we had died in
Egypt! Or in this desert! Why is the Lord
bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the
sword? Our wives and children will be taken as
plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back
to Egypt?" And they said to each other, "We should
choose a leader and go back to Egypt . "
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Caleb says, "I, however, followed the Lord my God
wholeheartedly."
The word translated "wholeheartedly" occurs three times
in this passage alone:
We see it in verse 8.
We see it in verse 9 .
And we'll see it again in verse 14.
The word means "full." Whenever Caleb committed himself
to something, it was 110%. He certainly was not content
with mediocre effort of a half-hearted endeavor.
The word could be translated "to show full obedience to
God," "to follow the Lord fully."
To../..a../ dt?a..I( All ou.+-!

~v- +- ~ ha..v.-,.~
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Ephesians 5:18

)

And do not get drunk with wine, f or that is
dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit .
Colossians 2:9,10
For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in
bodily form, and in Him you have been made
complete, and He is the head over all rule and
authority;
I think the principle involved here is that he fills the
obedient heart. Caleb has made a commitment to be
completely loyal . It is a commitment without
reservations or contract .
O how much we need men today who are like Caleb, just to
hear the prayers:

-- -

o God, take me, break me, and make me.
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Make no mistake about it .
For Caleb it was a v ery
costly decision.
It cost him three things at least:
1.

It cost him FRIENDSHIPS. He had to stand
against the will of his companions and against
the will of the people .

2.

It cost him SUFFERING . He was rebuked by the
people, and they were ready to stone him in
Numbers 14:10.

3.

It cost the RELINQUISHING OF HIS OWN WILL.
He followed the Lord in every area of his life.

There was a poem in the September 25th Streams in the
Desert that certainly would be a testimony of Caleb:
He was better to
He was better
He made a bridge
And a rainbow

)

me than all my hopes;
than all my fears;
of my broken works,
of my tears.

The billows that guarded my sea-girt path,
But carried my Lord on their crest;
When I dwell on the days of my wilderness march
I can lean on His love for the rest.
He emptied my hands of my treasured store,
And His covenant love revealed,
There was not a wound in my aching heart,
But the balm of His breath hath healed.
Oh, tender and true was the chastening sore,
In wisdom, that taught and tried,
Till the soul that He sought was trusting in Him,
And nothing on earth beside.
He guided by paths that I could not see,
By ways that I have not known;
The crooked was straight, and the rough was plain
As I followed the Lord alone.
I praise Him still for the pleasant palms,
And the water-springs by the way,
For the glowing pillar of flame by night,
And the sheltering cloud by day.

)

Never a watch on the dreariest halt,
But some promise of love endears;
I read from the past, that my future shall be
Far better than all my fears.
Like the golden pot, of the wilderness bread,
Laid up with the blossoming rod,
All safe in the ark, with the law of the Lord,
Is the covenant care of my God.
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Caleb followed the Lord wholly through the weary
years in the wilderness.
Amid the marchings and
counter-marchings, the innumerable deaths, the
murmurings and rebellions of the people, he retained a
steadfast purpose to do only God's will, to please Him,
to know no other leader, and to heed no other voice .
It
was of no use to try and involve that stout lion's
whelp, for that is the underlying thought in his name,
in any movement against Moses and Aaron. He would be no
party to Miriam's spite. He would not be allured by the
wiles of the girls of Moab. Always strong, and true,
and pure, and noble; like a rock in a changeful sea;
like a snowcapped peak amid the change of cloud, and
storm and sun. A man in whose strong nature weaker
natures could hide; and who must have been a tower of
strength to that new and young generation which grew up
to fill the vacant places in the van of Israel.
F . B. Meyer
p. 82
Bible Men of Faith, J . Oswald Sanders

)

Caleb has been worthily described as the Mr.
Greatheart of the Old Testament .
His chief distinction
was that he never stopped growing. The passing years,
instead of witnessing his gradual eclipse, only served
to increase his stature and enhance his prestige. His
name is appropriately derived from a Hebrew word
associated with the ideas of fidelity, obedience and
alertness to discern the master's will.
His biography
which is condensed into a few sentences, illustrates two
exhilarating truths.
First, that it is possible for
life's greatest achievement to take place in old age .
Second, that there is no retiring age in the service of
God.
He merits our emulation at every stage of life and
nowhere does he disappoint our highest expectations.
p. 82
Bible Men of Faith, J . Oswald Sanders
In the biography of General William Booth, founder
of the Salvation Army, a poignant moment is described
when his son, Bramwell, must tell his father (then 83)
that he is going blind from a disease of the eyes.

)

"You mean that I am blind?"
"Well, General, I fear that we must
contemplate that." After a pause the old man said,
"I shall never see your face again?"
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"No, probably not in this world."
During the next few moments the veteran's hand
crept along the counterpane to take hold of his
son's, and holding it he said very calmly, "God
must know best!" And after another pause,
"Bramwell, I have done what I could for God and for
the people with my eyes. Now I shall do what I can
for God and for the people without my eyes"
(Begbie, The Life of General Wm Booth, p. 422).
p. 215
Restoring Your Spiritual Passion by Gordon MacDonald

~ -

)

Over the years, I've regularly asked my key
people--and I've had them ask their key people, and so
..( on down the line--a few basic questions:
"What are your
objectives for the next ninety days? What are your
( plans, your priorities, your hopes? And how do you
intend to go about achieving them?" --:;po
On the surface, this procedure may seem like little
more than a tough-minded way to make employees
accountable to their boss. It is that, of course, but
it's also much more, because the quarterly review system
makes employees accountable to themselves. Not only
does it force each manager to consider his own goals,
but (i t's also an effective way to remind people not to
lose sight of their dreams )
(Iacocca, An Autobiography by Lee Iacocca

v. 9

So on that da y Moses swore to me. 'The land on
which y mir fee t ha y e wa lke d wj JJ be ygp r jnberjt apce
and that of y our children forey er. because y ou hay e
f q ll qwed t he Lg r d my God whg l e heartedl y .'

The result of following the Lord wholeheartedly 45 years
ago resulted in a promise from Moses that the land on
which his feet had walked be an inheritance and that of
his children forever.
The reason for that promise is
"because you have followed the Lord my God
wholeheartedly.'
Numbers 14:24

)

But because my servant Caleb has a different
spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will
bring him into the land he went to, and his
descendants will inherit it.
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Caleb and the apostle PAUL would have had a lot in
common:
Philippians 3:7,8
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss
for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider
everything a loss compared to the surpassing
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them
rubbish, that I may gain Christ
Philippians 4:11-13
I am not saying this because I am in need, for I
have learned to be content whatever the
circumstances. I know what it is to be in need,
and I know what it is to have plenty.
I have
learned the secret of being content in any and
every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want.
I can do
everything through him who gives me strength.

)

Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer
live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me.

)

We do not need to be rigid conservatives to see
that life without commitments is chaos. Crazy-making.
It is by making commitments that we create community and
keep life human in it. Most of the relationships that
put warm flesh and blood on the skeletons of our
existence require commitments. All of the people who
matter most to us are people we have made commitments
to. And we break our bond with them and drive them out
of their minds, to boot , when they cannot count on us to
be there as we promised.
People who keep their bags packed, ready to move
out of other people's lives whenever the grass looks
greener down the street, leaving those they left behind
to pick up the pieces, people who do not care enough to
stick it out through long, cold winters with anybody or
anything, are usually people who have opted for the
self-centered life in which nobody is responsible to
anybody .
p. 106
Choices - Making Right Decisions in a Complex World
by Lewis B. Smedes
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Now then. jpst as t he Lord p romised. he ha§ kept
me a l j ye for f grty -f j ye y ears since the time he
said this to Moses. while Israel moved about in the
dese r t . s q here I am today . eighty -five years old.
Caleb moves from the past to the present as he comes to
verse 10.
The words "now then" form the transition between the
record of the past and the present . "Now then, just as
the Lord promised ... " God is so faithful.
Isaiah 64:4
Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has
perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.

)

Lamentations 3:22-26
Because of the Lord's great love we are not
consumed,
for his compassions never fail.
They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
I say to myself, "The Lord is my portion;
therefore I will wait for him."
The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him,
to the one who seeks him;
it is good to wait quietly
for the salvation of the Lord.
"He has kept me alive for forty-five years since the
time he said this to Moses ... "
Make no mistake about it--He is the author, the giver,
and the taker of life. There have been thousands who
have dropped like flies in the desert, and yet the Lord
has been faithful to preserve and to keep Caleb alive.
And Caleb acknowledges that fact here.

)
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Psalm 91
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say of the Lord, "He is my refuge and my
fortress,
my God, in whom I trust."
Surely he will save you from the fowler's snare
and from the deadly pestilence.
He will cover you with his feathers,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness will be your shield and
rampart .
You will not fear the terror of night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,
nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,
nor the plague that destroys at midday.
A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.
You will only observe with your eyes
and see the punishment of the wicked.

)

If you make the Most High your dwelling-even the Lord, who is my refuge-then no harm will befall you,
no disaster will come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways;
they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot
against a stone.
You will tread upon the lion and the cobra;
you will trample the great lion and the
serpent.
"Because he loves me," says the Lord, "I will
rescue him;
I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.
He will call upon me, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble,
I will deliver him and honor him .
With long life will I satisfy him
and show him my salvation."

)
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The results of God's faithfulness is seen in the last
phrase of verse 10:
"So here I am today, eighty-five years old!"
On January 12, 1987, there was a couple in California
who celebrated their 80th wedding anniversary . He was
104 and she was 96.
•
I
)-nt"
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v . 11

,ea.,.

I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me
out; I'm j ust as vigorous to go out to battle now
as I was thep .

)

God had not only made provision for the children of
Israel in the wilderness for food and for shoes and for
clothes that would not wear out during their long,
arduous trek, but had also made provision for Caleb to
daily drink at the fountain of youth so he can give
testimony at 85 that he is just as strong then as he was
at 40, and that he is just as vigorous to go out to
battle now as he was at that time.
Caleb praises God for granting him the vigor he
possesses at the age of eighty-five. The long and
wearisome trek through the desert has left his strength
undiminished (v. 11). This applies to the waging of war
and to daily duties (lit. "going out and coming in"),
for which an aged person normally has no strength (Deut.
31:2).
p. 229
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra

)
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)

Middle life has its own peculiar testings in both
physical and spiritual realms . They may not be so
volcanic as those of youth, but what they lose in
intensity they gain in subtlety. Many who soared like
rockets in their youth have descended like burnt-out
sticks before the testings of middle life . Marriage has
knocked many a young man and woman out of active
spiritual warfare. It is at this stage that there often
comes a loss of fervour and a waning of personal
devotion. A lukewarm sense of duty replaces ardent
heart-love. Instead of transmuting the vanishing
enthusiasms of youth into a worthy life-purpose, life
becomes anaemic and insipid. The temptation comes to
ease up on self-denial and to yield to softening ease.
Unrealized ideals of marriage and home life are condoned
and accepted as inevitable. With the fixing of life
tendencies and habits, disillusionment, criticism and
sometimes cynicism become the normal pattern of life.
All unconsciously a subtle deterioration sets in.
"Gray
hairs are here and there upon him and he knoweth not."
Caleb passed the test of youth with flying
colours, but how will he fare in the long drawn out
years of middle life? Few have faced so hard and
embittering lot at this stage of life as he. The sin
and unbelief of his contemporaries doomed him to a life
of disappointment and frustration for the forty years
which should have been the best in his life. The
apparent reward of his faith and courage was aimless
wandering in the desert when his powers were at their
peak and his ambition at its zenith. Unbelief always
involves others in suffering.
p. 85
Bible Men of Faith by J. Oswald Sanders
On the middle mile of life's pilgrimage the believer
needs most the grace of patient continuance. The soul
can summon unusual strength for great sorrows, and extra
power for mighty deeds, better than it can master the
commonplace. The dangers of fierce battle are
preferable to the humdrum of the trenches. There are
days when we fly and days when we run, but most days we
walk." Caleb soared with wings as an eagle in his youth.
Now he has mastered the art of running without wearying,
stabilized by the vitality of his faith. But can he
walk without fainting in his old age?
p. 86
Bible Men of Faith by J. Oswald Sanders

)
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Caleb was eighty-five years old now (14:10), having
been forty years old when Moses promised him the
inheritance (v. 7). With the desert wanderings of
thirty-eight years, this indicates again the conquest
took seven years (40 + 38 = 78; 85 - 78 = 7). It was
now the year 1399 B.C.
p. 115
Joshua by Paul P. Enns

)

Bible historians take note of Caleb's remarks in
verse 10, since they enable us to determine the length
of the conquest of Canaan by the Israelites. Caleb
stated he was 40 years old when he went to spy out the
land. The wilderness wanderings lasted 38 years, giving
a total of 78. Caleb was now 85, which means the
conquest lasted 7 years. This is confirmed by Caleb's
references in verse 10 to God's sustaining grace for 45
years since Kadesh-barnea--38 years of wandering plus 7
years of conquest.
There is deep tragedy here when we see that Israel
could have possessed their homeland in about 8 years if
they had responded in faith to Caleb and Joshua at
Kadesh-barnea. Instead it took 45 years, for the
unbelieving generation was sentenced to die in the
wilderness. What price unbelief!
pp. 103-4
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell
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)

Caleb took no credit to himself for his long life
and sturdy endurance. He knew full well that it was the
generous care and strong protection of God Himself which
had sustained him all these years. Still, on the other
hand, he could declare unflinchingly before Joshua and
his other comrades in arms, "I wholly followed the LORD
my God" (Joshua 14:8).
When his compatriots had rebelled against the Lord,
only Joshua and Caleb had the courage to stand for Him .
When Israel demanded a new leader to replace Moses, who
would take them back into the atrocious bondage of
Egypt, it was Caleb and Joshua who defiantly dared to
challenge the chanting mob to take God's side. Even at
risk of being stoned to death, these two fearless
warriors shouted boldly, "God will go before us! God
will drive out the enemy! God will give us the land of
promise!"
For more than forty years both these stalwarts had
clung to this trust in God tenaciously. Now at last all
of Jehovah's commitments to them had been fully
vindicated. The promises made to His people had all
been performed. The assurances given to Israel had been
accomplished just as the Most High had declared.
pp . 146-47
Joshua: Man of Fearless Faith by W. Phillip Keller
"I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out;
I am just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was
then."

)
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v.12

Now g ive me this hill country that the Lord
p romised me that day . You y ourself heard then
that the Anakites were there and their cities
were larg e and fortified. but. the Lord heJ p i p g
me. I wiJJ dri y e them out just as he sai d "

In verse 12 we get the request.
Caleb has spoken about the PAST in verses 6-9,
/ and in verses 10 & 11, he's spoken about the PRESENT,
2
fl
~',,,.
e.
and now in verse 12, as he concludes his message,
1
it" 1 ~ .j.J."'
it is with a request for the FUTURE, that he
1fY'1 r~
might be given the hill country that the Lord
t'Y
had promised him on that day .
.~;://

)

The nine tribes and the half tribe are to have
their inheritance by lot. Caleb, by privilege, obtains
Hebron.
Caleb, who was born a slave, was a spy with
Joshua and brought back a favorable report the first
time Israel came to Kadesh-barnea .
According to
Joshua 14:11 Caleb had found the fountain of youth.
He
had:
( 1 ) Faith to forget the past.
( 2 ) Faith to face facts .
( 3 ) Faith to face the future .
p. 75
Joshua - Judges by J. Vernon McGee
"Now giv e me what the Lord promised me that day . "
"You yourself heard then that the Anakites were there
and their cities were large and fortif i ed . "

)

What did Caleb choose? By his choice we shall see somewhat
into his character . Did he choose a garden blown upon by
the south-west wind only--a very choice and well-screened
portion in the new land? He chose Hebron! Those who hav e
read the history know what that choice meant. Hebron was
the metropolis of the Anakim , the country of the most
warlike people in Southern Canaan . Hebron meant difficulty.
For the moment, the Anakim had withdrawn, but they were
still at a point of observ ation, and their intention was to
return and take Hebr on and its lands.
Caleb , knowing all
this, said, Send me where there is most danger. As for
these people who went with me--or, at least, their
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descendants, for there is probably not a man of the original
camp left--they would be affrighted by the tall Anakim:
even to-day they would be as cowardly as ever. There is an
heredity of cowardice, a descent of meanness. I have no
patience with these people. Let me have Hebron, with its
tall warriors and its defences and its positions fortified
and all but invulnerable; give me the hard lot.
pp. 230-31
Preaching Through the Bible, Vol. III by Joseph Parker
We have already learned that Caleb is a man of
IP.~,. ' f.t()-r. conviction back in verse 7 when he gave a report
/ l.»"V 1C. ,1 according to his convictions. We have seen the quality
" ,n( ttYac,.-t-er of his character by the fact that he has been kept alive
vc.;.,n
for forty-five years and has been faithful to the Lord
<1'1'.1.Ae.. over those years. Now we get a little glimpse into the
~~01/-.'- I
courage of the man as he makes a request for this
difficult territory.
Caleb concludes h is remarks by saying , "But, the Lord
helping me, I will drive them out just as he said."

)

There are giants in that land, but in contrast, the Lord
helping me, I will drive them out just as he said.
Romans 8:31
What then shall we say to these things?
for us, who is against us?

If God is

Romans 8:37
But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer
through Him who loved us.
Many times in our lives the Lord has already made
provision for our needs and taken care of problems that
seem to be our greatest fears.

)
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Joshua 11:21 , 22
At that time Joshua went and destroyed the
Anakites from the hill country: from Hebron, Debir
and Anab, from all the hill country of Judah, and
from all the hill country of Israel. Joshua
totally destroyed them and their towns . No
Anakites were left in Israelite territory; only in
Gaza, Gath and Ashdod did any survive.
I am sure that Joshua on this occasion shared with Caleb
his v ictory over the Anakites, and Caleb was delighted
with great joy over the fact that he was now going to be
able to go in and possess thi s land that the Lord had
promised to Him.
There is a foe whose hidden power
The Christian well may fear,
More subtle far than inbred sin
And to the heart more dear .
It is the power of selfishness,
It is the wilful I,
And ere my Lord can live in me
My very self must die.

)

There is like Anak's sons of old
A race of giants still,
Self-glorying, self-confidence,
Self-seeking and self-will.
Still must these mighty Anakim
By Caleb's sword be slain,
Ere Hebron's heights of heavenly love
Of conquering feet can gain .
(A . B. Simpson)
p. 100

Promised Land Living, J. Oswald Sanders on Joshua

v .13

Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and
g a y e h j m He hrgp a s his l nher j tap ce 3

The word " then" forms the transition from Caleb's
request to Joshua's action.

)
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" Joshua blessed Caleb . .. " The word used here for
blessed is the word in Hebrew that conveys " ~ Jeboy ah
blesses."

-e:;;;.

This is the Lord's reward for faithfulness on the part
of Caleb.
God knows every word he has spoken . He is not unfaithful
or unrighteous to forget our works of faith and labours of
lov e . When he does bring in the inheritance, he will
surprise us by it. It will be no mere handful of mud, no
little measurable Canaan, but al l heaven ' s blessedness, all
heaven's purity, all heaven's music. Cheer thee! He is
faithful who hath promised; he is able to do e x ceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think.
p . 235
Preaching Through the Bible, Vol. III by Joseph Parker

)

Hebron was the choicest spot in the land, fertile,
highly elevated, with a wonderful view. It was there
the patriarchs had spent most of their lives. Beneath
its oaks Abraham had pitched his tents. Its soil had
been trodden by the Son of God who with two attendants
visited those tents. There Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and
Rebekah, Jacob and Leah lay buried. Caleb desired it
because it was the best . Most are content with the
good. Only a few are prepared to pay the price of the
best, for God's best gifts are the most costly . Satan
disputes our way most, not on the plains of average
blessing, but on the heights .
p. 87
Bible Men of Faith by J. Oswald Sanders

v.14

So Hebron has belong ed to Caleb son of Jeo hun neh
the Kenizzite ever since , because he f q ll gwed t h e
r.q r d t he God p f Israel, wholeheartedly .

The result of Joshua's blessing is that Hebron belonged
to Caleb. And the reason that it belonged to him is
because he followed the Lord, the God of Israel,
wholeheartedly .

)
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This is the third time in our passage that we hav e had
this phrase to characterize the man Caleb :
1.

Back in verse 8 we read:
my God wholeheartedly . "

"followed the Lord

2.

And then in verse 9 :
wholeheartedly."

3.

And now in verse 14:
"He followed the Lord,
the God of Israel, wholeheartedly . "

"followed the Lord my God

Numbers 14 : 24
But because my servant Caleb has a different
spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring
him into the land he went to, and his descendants
will inherit it.
Numbers 32:11,12

)

Because they have not followed me wholeheartedly,
not one of the men twenty years old or more who
came up out of Egypt will see the land I promised
on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob--not one except
Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua son
of Nun, for they followed the Lord wholeheartedly.'
Deut. 1:36
except Caleb son of Jephunneh. He will see it,
and I will give him and his descendants the land he
set his feet on, because he followed the Lord
wholeheartedly."
1 Kings 11:6
So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord.
He
did not follow the Lord completely, as David his
father had done.
Hebrews 11 : 6

)

And without faith it is impossible to please Him,
for he who comes to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
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In summary, "To follow the Lord" implied seven
specific attitudes: 1) To love God and serve Him in
total allegiance.
2) To be set apart at personal cost to
serve God.
3) To relinquish one's own personal aims and
ambitions for the welfare of others.
4) To play the
part of a servant in ministering to God and His people.
5) To readily accept God's arrangements without question
or complaining. 6) To gladly comply with His commands
no matter how difficult or absurd they might seem. 7) To
simply step out in fearless faith to do whatever God's
will might be.
On the surf ace these seem simple and straightforward.
In actual execution they demand the ultimate, total
surrender of a man's will, emotions, mind and spirit to
God. Because there are so few of us totally available
to God's purposes in this way, seldom does His Spirit
indwell a man or woman in such stupendous measure to
become a formidable force in the world.
p. 52

Joshua: Man of Fearless Faith by

)

v.15

w.

Phillip Keller

(Hebron used to be called Kiriath Arba after Arba,
wh g was t he g r ea test man among the Anakites.)

Then the land had rest from war.
The word Kiriath in Hebrew means "a city or a town," and
Arba means "four." Perhaps he was well named as being
four times bigger than any other individual man, or four
times stronger . But the meaning of Kiriath Arba is "a
city or a town of Arba." It was a town of a giant, and
Caleb at 85 knows it belongs to him by promise; and so
he's going to press on and possess it .
Caleb took possession of it, drove the Anakims out of
the city and changed its name to Hebron, a word that
means fellowship or communion. The name Caleb means
wholehearted and aptly describes this doughty warrior
and faithful servant of God. He did not immediately get
possession of Hebron, but he fought stubbornly and
determinedly until he had driven out the ancient
inhabitants and so took possession of it. Later it
became a Levitical city and a city of refuge, but the
suburbs belonged to Caleb and his descendants.
p. 115
Joshua, Ez ra, Nehemiah, Esther by H. A. Ironside
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I think we
successful
key to the
fellowship

have a clue to how Caleb has been so
in wholeheartedly following the Lord.
whole thing has been his conununion or
with God over all these years.

The

It would do us well to ask ourselves the question:
Are we walking with God in the light? And are we in
fellowship and conununion with Him at this very moment?
Our chapter ends, as did chap. 11:23
Then the land had rest from war.

CONCLUSION:
The lessons of permanent value to be gleaned from
his life may be sununarized:

)

The man who wholly follows the Lord will grow
increasingly like Him in character and outlook.
Following the Lord wholly means a call to
sacrificial service.
Laying claim to our inheritance will involve us in
new conflict .
Consistent obedience is costly but it increases
moral strength for further conflict and obedience.
Fidelity to God's conunands enriches the whole life.
p.89
Bible Men of Faith by J. Oswald Sanders

)
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What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this
particular study:
LESSON #1: The children of Israel fought and won the
battles that made all this possible.

LESSON #2: We too as believers have an inheritance
awaiting us in glory.

LESSON #3: God has been faithful to protect Caleb for
forty-five years, that He might fulfill His
promise to him.

LESSON #4: Caleb was successful because he followed
the Lord his God wholeheartedly.

)

LESSON #5: It is the Lord who fills the obedient
heart.

LESSON #6:

Can you pray:
O God, take me,
break me
and make me into that which you desire .

LESSON #7: Caleb is where he is in life as a result
of God's faithfulness.

,

LESSON #8: Caleb had a commitment without reservations
or contract.

)
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Lord, I am discovering
How insuperably difficult it is
To giv e what You ask of me.
You never take less than all.
p. 75

Lord, It Keeps Happening • . . and Happening
by Ruth Harms Calkin
I heard today
Of a decrepit native woman
Who walked mile after mile
Under the blistering sun
To bring a small gift of embroidery
To the miss i onary she deeply loved .
Hour after hour she trudged
Over rough, rugged roads
Clutching tightly her small gift.
Her weary body sagged
Her vision blurred
Her bare feet bled from the jagged rocks .

)

Grateful but overwhelmed
The missionary wept.
The trembling old woman spoke softly:
"Please understand .
The walk is part of the gift."
My Lord
My commitment to You is for life.
I give myself to You unreservedly
To do with me as You please.
But may I not forget
That the tears, the fears
The strain and the pain
The sunless days
The starless nights
Are all a part of the whole.
In my total commitment
I give full consent:
The walk is part of the gift .
pp . 86-87
Lord, It Keeps Happening ••• and Happening
by Ruth Harms Calkin

)
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