STUDY NUMB ER .FIFTEEN

15

)

)

The allotment for the tribe of
Judah, clan by clan, extended
down to the territo ry of Edom, to the
Desert of Zin in the extreme south.
2Their southern boundary started
from the bay at the southern end of
the Salt Sea,b 3crossed south of Scorpion< Pass, con tinued on to Zin and
went over to the south of Kadesh
Barnea. Th en it ran past Hezron up
to Addar and curved around to Karka. ~lt then passed along to Azmon
and joined the Wadi of Egypt, ending at the sea. This is theird southern
boundary.
SThe eastern boundary is the Salt
Sea as far as the mouth of the Jordan.
The northern boundary started
from the bay of the sea at the mouth
of the Jordan, &went up to Beth HogJah and continued north of Beth Arabah to the Stone of Bohan son of
Reuben. 7The boundary then went
up to Debir from the Valley of Achor
and turned north to Gilgal, which
faces the Pass of Adummim south of
the gorge. It continued along to the
Waters of En Shemesh and came out
a t En Rogel. BThen it ran up the Valley of Ben Hinnom along the southern slope of the Jebusite city (that is,
Jerusalem). From there it climbed to
the top of the hill west of the Hinnom Valley at the northern end of
the Valley of Rephaim. 9From the
hilltop the boundary headed toward
the spring of the Waters of Nephtoah, came out at the towns of
Mount Ephron and went down
toward Baalah (that is, Kiriath Jearim). IOThen it curved westward
from Baalah to Mount Seir, ran along
the northern slope of Mount Jearim
(that is, Kesalon), continued down to
Beth Shemesh and crossed · to Timnah. 111t went to the northern slope
of Ekron, turned toward Shikkeron,
passed along to Mount Baalah and
reached Jabneel. The boundary
ended at the sea.
12The western boundary is the
coastline of the Great Sea .'
These are the boundaries around the
people of Judah by their clans.

Joshua 15:1- 63
JJJn accordance wi th the LoRo's command to him, Joshua gave to Caleb son of
Jephunneh a portion in Judah - Kiriath
Arba, that is, Hebron. (Arba was the
forefat her of Anak.) 14 From Hebron
Caleb d rove out the three Anakites-Sheshai, Ahima n and Talma i-descendants
of Anak. 1'From there he marched
against the people living in Debir (formerly ca lled Kiriath Sepher). l•And Caleb
said, " I will give my daughter Acsah in
marriage to the man who attacks a nd
captures Kiriath Sepher." 17Qthniel son
of Kenaz, Caleb's brother, took it; so
Caleb gave his daughter Acsah to him in
marriage. 1'0ne day when she came to
Othniel, she urged him• to ask her father
for a field.
When she go t off the donkey, Caleb
asked her, " What can I do for you?"
1qShe replied, "Do me a special favor.
Since you have given me land in the
Negev, give me also springs of water." So
Caleb gave her the upper and lower
springs.
ZOThis is the inheritance of the tribe of
Judah, clan by clan:
21
The southernmost towns of the tribe of
Judah in the Negev toward the boundary
of Edom were:
Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, 22Kinah
Dimonah, Adadah, 2'Kedesh , Hazor'.
lthnan , 2~Ziph, Telem, Bealoth,
2
' Hazor Hadattah, Kerioth Hezron
(that is, Hazor), 26 Amam, Shema,
Moladah, 27Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon , Beth Pelet, 28Hazar Shual, Beersheba, Biziothiah, ~·Baalah Jim
Etem, '~Eltolad, Kesil, H~rmah',
l 1 Ziklag, ~admannah, Sansannah,
'~Lebao th , Shilhim, Ain and Rimmon - c1 to ta l of twenty -nine towns
and their vi llages.

DJ n the western foothi lls:
Eshtaol, Zorah , Ashnah, J4Zanoah, En Ga nnim, Tappuah, Ena m,
l~Jarmuth , Adullam, Socoh, Azekah,
J6 Shaaraim , Adithaim and Gederah
(or Gederoth aim)"-fourteen towns
and their vi llages .
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4K (n the hill country:
Shamir, jattir, Socoh, 49Qanna h,
Kiriath Sannah (that is, Debir),
SOAnab, Eshtemoh, Anim, sicoshen,
Holan and Giloh -eleven towns and
their villages.
S!Arab, Dumah , Eshan, SJjanim,
Beth Tappuah, Aphekah, S4Humtah,
Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) and
Zior - nine tow ns and their vi llages.
;< Ma on, Carmel, Ziph, juttah,
'")ezreel, jokdeam, Za noah, 57 Kain,
Gibeah and Timnah-ten towns and
their vi llages.
5~ H al hul ,
Beth
Zur,
Gedor,
;qMaarath , Beth Anoth and Eltekon-six towns and their villages.
oOKiria th Baal (that is, Kiri at h jearim) and Rabbah- two towns and
their villages.
61(n the d esert:
Beth Araba h, M iddi n, Secacah,
62Nibshan, the City of Salt and En
Gedi -six tow ns and their villages.
6Jjudah could not dislodge the Jebu·si tes, who were living in Jerusalem; to
this day the Jebusites live there with the
people of .juda h .
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· l7Zenan , Hadashah, Migdal Gad,
'80i lean , Mizpah, Jok theel, JQLachish, Bozkath , Eglon, ;ocabbon,
La hmas, Kitlish , "Gederoth, Beth
Dagon, Naamah and Makkedah sixteen towns and their villages.
HLibnah , Ether, Ashan, 4 '1phtah,
Ashnah , Nezib, HKeila h, Aczib and
Maresha h - ni ne towns and their
villages .
"Ekron, w ith its surrounding settlements and vi llages; 4 ~west of Ekron , all that were in the vicinity of
Ashdod, together with their villages;
4; Ashdod, its surrounding settlements and v illages; and Gaza, its settlements and v illages, as far as the
Wadi of Egypt and the coastline of
the Great Sea.

STUDY NUMBER FIFTEEN - Joshua 15:1-63
INTRODUCTION:
Ephesians 3 : 14-21

)

For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father,
from whom every f arnily in heaven and on earth
derives its name, that He would grant you,
according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the
inner man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; and that you, being rooted and
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with
all the saints what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ
which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled
up to all the fulness of God. Now to Hirn who is
able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we
ask or think, according to the power that works
within us, to Hirn be the glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever.
Amen.
F. B. Meyer in his book Ephesians, Key Words of the Inner
Life says,

)

When an emigrant first received the
title-deeds of the broad lands made over to him in
the far West, he has no conception, as he descends
the steps of the Government off ice and passes into
the crowd, of all that has been conveyed to him in
the schedule of parchment. And, though acres vast
enough to make an English county are in his
possession, rich and loamy soil, or stored with
mines of ore, yet he is not sensibly the richer.
For long days he travels towards his inheritance
and presently pitches his flimsy shanty upon its
borders. But even though he has reached it,
several years must pass before he can understand
its value, or compel it to minister, with all its
products, to his need.
o child of God, thy estate has been procured
at the cost of blood and tears; but thou didst not
buy it! Its broad acres have been made over to
thee by deed of gift. They became thine in the
council chamber of eternity, when the Father gave
Himself to thee in Jesus.
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)
And they became thine in fact, when thou wast born
at the foot of the cross. As soon as thou didst
open thine eyes to behold the crucified Lord, thou
didst all unconsciously become heir to the lengths
and breadths, and depths, and heights of God!
p. 86
John 14:1-3
"Let not your heart be troubled; believe in
God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are
many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would
have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you to Myself; that where
I am, there you may be also."
Romans 8:16-18

)

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit
that we are children of God, and if children, heirs
also, heirs of God and fellow-heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also
be glorified with Him. For I consider that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory that is to be revealed
to us .
. , 1 Peter 1:3,4

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused
us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to
obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in
heaven for you,
O what joy unspeakable and full of glory is just over on
the other side when we, the children of God, enter the
inheritance that He has prepared for us!

w~~ f- we Are f<:7CJl<t~f Fcr4j6..rJ.

)

- -

-
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We are working now in the third section of the Book of
Joshua:

• THE DIVISION OF THE LAND - chaps. 13-22
We have see n:
•

I.
•

II.

THE INVASION OF THE LAND - chaps. 1-5
THE SUBJECTION OF THE LAND - chaps. 6-12

We are now going to be considering:
• THE INHERITANCE OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH in chap. 15
In our last study we saw Caleb, who is of the tribe of
Judah, receive his inheritance: the city of Hebron and
its surrounding territory.

)

•

Judah is the royal line, and it is also Christ's line.

~

In the future development of the history of the nation,
Judah will become the southern kingdom with its capital
in Jerusalem .

•

I think it would be good for us to read the words
prophesied by Jacob on his deathbed for Judah and also
the words of Moses.

I

•

)

Judah is the fourth-born son of Jacob and Leah .
means "Praise the Lord."

His name

Genesis 49:8-12
Juda h, your brothers will praise you;
your hand will be on the neck of your enemies;
your father's sons will b ow down to you.
You are a lion's cub, o Judah;
you return from the prey, my son.
Like a lion he crouches and lies down,
like a lioness--who dares to rouse him?
The scepter will not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler's staff from between his feet,
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until he comes to whom it belongs
and the obedience of the nations is his.
He will tether his donkey to a vine,
his colt to the choicest branch;
he will wash his garments in wine,
his robes in the blood of grapes.
His eyes will be darker than wine,
his teeth whiter than milk.
"

Deut . 3 3: 7
And this he said about Judah:
"Hear, O Lord, the cry of Judah;
bring him to his people.
With his own hands he defends his cause.
Oh, be his help against his foes!"

'

God has spoken from his sanctuary:
"In triumph I will parcel out Shechem
and measure off the Valley of Succoth.
Gilead is mine, Manasseh is mine;
Ephraim is my helmet,
Judah my scepter.

)

•

•

'
)

Psalm 108 :7,8

Two and a half of the tribes have already received their
inheritance on the east side of the Jordan, taking over
the kingdoms of Sihon and Og.. And we now begin the
exciting adventure of allotting the land on the west
side, the land which the Lord has promised through the
Abrahamic Covenant.
It is altogether fitting that Judah would be the first
tribe to receive its inheritance.
When we think of this tribe, we think of CALEB and we
think of CHRIST.

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

-4 -

The limits of these great tribes are carefully
mentioned. That of Judah in the fifteenth chapter, even
to its uttermost cities. That of the children of Joseph
in the s ixteenth and seventeenth. From this way we may
infer that there is a specific share in the gifts of the
Ascended Saviour for each of us; just as there is a
specific work to be done by each in the building of the
Church and the ingathering of men.
"Unto every one of
us is given grace, according to the measure of the gift
of Christ" (Eph. iv. 7). And again, to each one is
given the manifestation of the Spirit to profit withal.
That there should be diversities of gifts and workings
and ministrations is not to be wondered at. This is in
harmony with the constitution of the human mind, which in
no two persons is alike. But though the talents
assigned to each vary in the same way that natural
ability does, yet no one of the King's servants is left
without some precious deposit.
pp. 169-70
Joshua by F. B. Meyer

)

Judah was the first tribe to receive an inheritance
on the west side of the Jordan River. Because of the
size of Judah, a considerable portion of land was given
to it. This allotment included the territory south of a
line extending west from the northern tip of the Dead Sea
bounded on the west by the Mediterranean, on the south by
a line from the southern end of the Dead Sea to the River
of Egypt (Wadi el-Arish), and on the east by the Dead Sea.
Caleb's territory was included in the tribal territory of
Judah, as was that of the Simeonites (1 9:1-9).
p. 80
Conquest and Crisis by John J. Davis
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I

)

(;;;&
\
The purpose of this chapter, along with the other
chapters dealing with the distribution of the land to
(J)OVJ ·
t he tribes, is to give concrete shape to the leading
'Y\ ~~
idea of the book of Joshua, the fulfilment of the
promise to the forefathers ( see the writer's concluding
comment in 21:43-45). The special significance of the
chapter dealing with Judah is the fact that his lot is
mentioned first.
Under the superintending providence of
God this is an indication of Judah's future prominence.
From him was t o come the "scepter" of which Gen. 49:10
had spoken.
p. 233
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra

I think it would be good for us to outline the chapter
so that we have a little bit of an overview of where we
are going before we dig into the specific verses.
• I.

• II.

•

III.

)

• IV.

THE FOUR BOUNDARIES - chap. 15:1-12
A.

The southern boundary - verses 1-4

B.

The eastern boundary - verse 5

c.

The northern boundary - verses 5-11

D.

The western boundary - verse 12

THE REST OF CALEB'S STORY - chap. 15:13-19
THE CITIES OF THE INHERITANCE - chap. 15:20-62
A.

The southern cities - verses 21-32

B.

The western foothills cities - verses 33-47

C.

The hill country cities - verses 48-60

D.

The desert cities - verses 61 & 62

THE SAD ENDING - chap. 15:63

It is going to be our purpose in this chapter to
interpret the Hebrew words so that we can better
understand the picture that is presented here and also
gain some truth for our lives.

)
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v. 1
•

The allotment for the tribe of Judah c l an by_
clan. extended down to the territory of Edq m. to
t he p eser t of Z j n in the extreme south.

The basic principles of allocation had been stated
originally by Moses (Num. 2 6:52-62), and were based
on the sizes of the tribes (Num. 26:4-51) and the drawing
of lots. When it came time to divide the land, it was
understood that the largest and most prominent tribes of
Judah and the sons of Joseph should receive their land
first, which would determine the remainder of the
allotments to be made.
The allotments for Judah,
Ephraim, and Manasseh very likely were made at Gilgal.
The later allotments were made at Shiloh (18:1) .
p. 105
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen
1. Geographical Borders (15:1-1 2 )

)

Judah, the imperial tribe most blessed of Jacob's
sons (cf. Gen. 49:8-12), was given a large and good land
(15:1-12). Three prominent prophecies of Jacob's
blessing were fulfilled in this land assignment:
• Exposure to the enemies (Gen. 49:8-9). Bordering
Judah were the Moabites to the east, Edomi ) es to the
south, Amalekites to the southwest, and ~hilistine ~ to
the wes t . The exposure demanded a strong Judah, and
from his ranks emerged such mighty men as David.
A
Land of the vineyard (Gen. 49:11-12) . Moses' spies
made special note of the grape produce of the area
( Num . 13 : 2 2 - 2 4 )
• Land of the scepter (Gen . 49:10). Jerusalem was
allotted nominally to Benjamin, but it became identified
with Judah.
The throne of David was eventually set up
there, and the messianic ("Shiloh") rule was associated
with it.
pp. 105-106
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen
Edom is the land of the descendants of Esau.
"red or ruddy."

Edom means

Zin means "a low palm tree" or "a thorn." This is an
overview of the southern border of the tribe of Judah.

)
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• v. 2

I

Their southern boundary started from the bay at
the southerp e pd g f t he Sal t Sea

.

v. 3
-

crossed SOl!th gf Sqgr pjgp Pass coptj pued o p to
Zj p apd we pt gy er t o t he south of Kadesh Barnea.
Thep i t r a n p as t Hezron up to Addar and curyed
a r gppd tO Ka rk a .

•

v. 4

I t t hep passed al gpg to Azmon and joined the Wadi
of Egypt e pding at the sea. Th j s j s t he j r
s gpt herp hgppda r y .

a

Their southern boundary crossed south of Scorpion Pass .
Of course, Scorpion means "to sting" or "to wound the
heel." The scorpion is a perfect type of sin in that he
grabs you on the front end and stings you on the back
end.
The border continued on to Zin, which means, "a low palm
tree" or "thorn" and went over to the south of Kadesh
Barnea .

)

.-

Kadesh Barnea means "the sanctuary of the wanderer."
This is where the children of Israel camped on their
first trek north from the land of Egypt. And it is from
this place that they sent out the twelve spies to
explore the land and decided not to enter on that
occasion.
"Then i t ran past He zron."
surrounded by a wall."
"Up to Addar."

Hezron means "enclosed, or

Addar means "glory and honor. "

"And curved around to Ka r ka ," which means "the ground or
the floor. "
" I t then passed a long to Azmon," which means "robust and
strong. "

)
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Our text tells us that this southern border joined the
Wadi of Egypt, ending at the sea--of course, the
Mediterranean Sea. This is their southern boundary.

)

Judah was the first to receive an inheritance and
as the largest tribe, their portion exceeded that of any
of the others.
Jacob's prophecy regarding Judah and his seed was
remarkably fulfilled in the land allotment after the
conquest. (See Gen. 49:8-12.)
Judah was surrounded by enemies. The Moabites
were on the east, Edomites on the south, Arnalekites to
the southwest, and Philistines to the west. Thus hemmed
in by fierce foes, Judah would need strong rulers, men
like King David, to survive.
The land allotted to Judah was ideally suited to
the planting of vineyards. It was from a Judean valley
that the spies cut down the gigantic cluster of grapes.
Judah was the tribe from which Messiah would
come. He would come as Shiloh, the Man of rest
(Matt. 11:28), or the Peace-bringer (Isa. 9:6).
p. 106
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell
We are considering the four boundaries of the allotment
for the tribe of Judah in verses 1-12. We have
cons i dered the southern boundary (verses 2-4) . Now:
B.
v. 5

The

THE EASTERN BOUNDARY - verse 5

ea s t e r n

-

hmmdary is the Salt Sea as far as

t he mm 1t h p f t he ,Jordan

a

a

••

We are told that the eastern boundary is the western
side of the Dead Sea north and south.

)
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C.
• v. 5

THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY - verses 5-11

... The n o rth e r n bou ndary started from the h ay g f
t he s e a at t he mrn1 t h q f t he .Jq nian

This northern boundary begins at the northern bay of the
Dead Sea and at the mouth of the Jordan on the southern
end and begins at that point.

•

v. 6

i t wept pp to Bet h Hqg lah an d c g ntinued n g rth
Be t h Ar a h a h t g the Stgpe p f Bohap s gp g t Bep h e n.

qt

Beth Hoglah means "home of the partridge;" and it
continued north of Beth Arabah, which is the "arid,
sterile region" or "desert; ' to the Stone of Bohan son
of Reuben.
Bohan means "thumb." We know nothing of this son of
Reuben other than at some time in his life he erected a
memorial and perhaps offered a sacrifice to the Lord his
God in this place .

)

Reuben is Judah's oldest brother, the firstborn son of
Jacob and Leah.

• v. 7

The h qp nda n1 the n wep t u p to Debir frg m t he
Va ll e y q t Ach o r and tp r ped pg rth to Gilga J wh jgh
f a c e s t h e Pas 5 g f Adummim south of the g org e. It
cont i rn1etj a l ong to t he Waters of En Shemesh and
c a me ant at Ep Bgge J
I

,

)

The boundary then went up to Debir . Debir means "word,"
"oracle," or "speaker." And from the Valley of Achor,
which means "causing sorrow." It is in this place, as
you will remember earlier, that the sin of Achan was
judged by the death of Achan, his family, and the
destruction of all that belonged to him.
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"And it turned north to Gilgal," which means " a rolling
away. "
What a joy it is to hear the word or the oracle
proclaimed .
It brings us sorrow because of our sin, but
we turn to Gilgal and e x perience a rolling away of our
reproach.
"Which faces the Pass of Adummim," which means " the
quieted ones ."
"South of the gorge."
"It continued along to the Waters of En Shemesh . "
En Shemesh means "the fountain of the sun."

)

"And came out at En Rogel," which means "the fountain of
' the spy," or "the fuller's fountain where our garments
are made white."
-e:

••

When you read and study a chapter like this and see the
meaning of the words, you almost feel like you could
write a Pilgrim's Progress fro~ these meanings.

v.
· -8

Then j t ra p pp the v alley of Ben Hinnom along
the so11t her p s lope g f the Jebusite city (that is.
JerusaJeml, Frgm there j t c ]j mbed t g the t gpoL
the h j Jl west of the Hinnom v alley at the
northern end of the v alley of Rep haim.

"Then it ran up the Valley of Ben Hinnom." Ben Hinnom
means "the son of gratuitous," "causeless."
-z.

)
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:csA, {:18

"Along the southern slope of the Jebusite city . "
Jebusite means "the treader down."
"(that is, Jerusalem)"--" the dwelling of peace"
"From there it climbed to the top of the hill west of the
Hinnom Valley at the northern end of the Valley of
Rephaim." Rephaim means "those who dissolve people with
terror." This is the dwelling place of the giants.

• v. 9

Erq m t he hj l l tqp t he b q undary headed toward the
s p ring of the Waters of Nep htoah, came out at the
towns q t Mqppt Ep hrop a p d went down toward Baalab
( t ha t is, Kiriath Jearim).

"From the hilltop the boundary headed toward the spring
of the Waters of Nephtoah." Nephtoah means "opening."

)

And it "came out at the towns of Mount Ephron."
means "belonging to the calf. "

Ephron

"And went down toward Baalah." Baalah means "possessed
of or indued with anything," "mistress."
"(that is, Kiriath Jearim)."
of the woods. "

•

v.10

Kiriath Jearim means "city

Then jt c p r y ed westward from Baalah to Mount Seir .
r an al ong t he nor t hern slop e of Mount Jearim
( t ha t j s, Kesalop ), continRed_down to Beth Shemesh
and c r oss e d to Ti mna h.

"Then it curved westward from Baalah to Mount Seir."
Seir means "the rough mountain. "
And it "ran along the northern slope of Mount Jearim."
Jearim means "woods, rugged, rough country."

)
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"(that is, Kesalon),"

Kesalon means "confidence, hope . "

"Conti nued down to Beth Shemesh . "
" the house of the sun . "

Beth Shemesh means

"And crossed to Timnah," which means "a part assigned."

• v.11

I t we pt to t he no r t her n slop e of Ekron . turned
toward Shjkkerq n
p a s sed al qpg t q Mrnm t Raa lah and
reac hed ,Ja h p eel
Th e hrnmdary §pd § d a t th e §ea.

" It went to the northern slope of Ekron."
" eradication."
It "turned toward Shikkeron."
" drunkenness. "

)

Ekron means

Shikkeron means

It "passed along to Mount Baalah . " And we have already
seen that Baalah means "possessed of or indued with
anything" or "mistress."

I f

"And reached Jabneel."
to be built."

Jabneel means "which God caused

And "The boundary ended at the sea."
This, then, is t he northern boundary of the tribe of
Judah.
Before the northern boundary reaches the sea, the last
stop is Jabneel. And how meaningful it is that this
word would mean "which God caused to be built . " This
indeed has been the Lord's battle. It has been the
Lord's faithful fulfillment of His promises to the
nation and to Abraham in giving them this good land.

)
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)
• v .1 2

The we s t er n hrnmdary is the coastl ine of t h e
.Gre at Se a
Thes e a re t he boundaries arrnmd t he
p e o p le q t .Tp d a h by thei r clans .

The Great Sea refers to the Mediterranean Sea, which is
on the west.

This brings us now to:
,

'

)

)

II .

THE REST OF CALEB'S STORY - chap . 1 5 :13-19

v . 13

In accordance with the Lord's coquna nd to h i m,
,Jqs hpa gaye to Caleb son of Jep hunneh a p ortion
j p ,Jpda h--K j r jath Arha t hat is , Hebrgp ,
<Arba
was t h e f g r e t at h e r g t Ap ak , )

The purpose for inserting this story at the present
point in the description of Judah's lot may hav e been
the same as that of the earlier Caleb story (14:6-12) .
Apparently the author wishes to complete the story of
Judah's allotment with an account of how Caleb actually
did drive out the Anakim from the area he had claimed as
his own. Note also the similarity in wording of v . 12b,
at the conclusion of Judah's border list, and v . 20.
The Caleb episode concludes the account of Judah's
borders, just as the earlier Caleb story stood at its
beginning .
For the possible time sequence of the e v ents
reported in 11:20; 14 : 6-1 2 ; the present pericope, and
Judg. 1 : 10-15, see 14:10-12 and commentary . Since Caleb
made his request for Hebron at the advanced age of
eighty -five, one must assume that the conquest of the
area now described took place at an early point after
the granting of his request.
p. 2 40
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra
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As the writer returns to the story of Caleb, we are
reminded that it was in accordance with the Lord's
command to him that Joshua gave to Caleb, the son of
Jephunneh, a portion in Judah. This portion involved
Kiriath Arba, which is the city of Arba, named after one
of the giants who lived there. Now it is known as
Hebron, which means " conjunction or joining" or
"communion. "
How meaningful that Caleb would want to retain the name
Hebron because he was a man who is characterized by
wholeheartedly following the Lord.
" Arba was the forefather of Anak."

v . 14

)

Er grn Hehrgp Caleb drgye out the three Anakites-Sheshai, Ahirnan and Talrnai--descep dap ts of Ap ak,

chap . 14:12
Now give me this hill country that the Lord
promised me that day. You yourself heard then
that the Anakites were there and their cities were
large and fortified, but the Lord helping me, I
will drive them out just as he said."
Caleb at 85 has been successful, with the Lord's help, to
drive out these three Anakites that are mentioned here.
Sheshai means "white."
Ahiman means "brother of gift. "
Talmai means "abounding in furrows . "
They are descendants of Anak .

)
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•

v.15

f r om t here be ma r c hed against the peop le l j v jpg.,,
i n p eh j r (fo rme rl y calle d Kiriath Sep her).

Debir means "divine oracle or word."
Kiriath Sepher means "city of books. " Evidently, it
must have been famous for its library.

• v. 16

And Ca leb sai d "I will aive my daug hter Acsah in
ma rr j a ge to the man whg attacks and cap tures
Kj r j a th Sep h e r II
'
I
Getf,..,;i 1.>J1s.e 1Y1 vii~ otd ,49-c. (
I

Caleb feels he needs some help in capturing Kiriath
Sepher, and so he tells people that he will give his
daughter Acsah, whose name means "anklet," in marriage
to the man who can attack and capture Kiriath Sepher.

)

• v.17

Qt h n jel son p f Kenaz . Cale b's brother. t ggk it ;
Ca J e h gaye his da1iahter Acsah to him j n
.ma rriag e,
SQ

Othniel is a son of Kenaz, who was Caleb's brother.
Othniel means "lion of God," and Kenaz means "hunting"
or "a receptacle of strength."
Caleb was faithful to his promise, and so he gave his
daughter Acsah to Othniel in marriage .

·-v.18

One d ay when s h e c ame t q Othnie l. she urg ed him
to ask her father f g r a field , When she g ot g ff
t h e don key Ca l e b a sked her. "What can I d o for
yop ?"

Acsah has learned the lesson of letting her husband take
the lead, and she urges him to ask her father for a
field.
She is the one, however, who gets the
opportunity of talking to her dad about it.

)
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-

Caleb must hav e been , indeed, a v ery gene r ous and
g r acious man because his heart concern is for his
daughte r 's welfare and comfort .
"What can I do for
you?"

sh e r ep l j ed, "po me a s p e c ial fay o r.
Since y ou
hay e gj y e p me J apd jp th e Nftaftv gj y e me a lsg
s p rj pg5 p f wat er," Sq Caleb g a y e her the u pper
a p d l gwe r 5pr jpg5 ,

She asks her dad to do her a special favor and then
tells him the reason why. The land that he had given
her is in the Negev, which means " to be dry or dried,"
and she was in real need of irrigation, and so the
request:
"Give me also springs of water . So Caleb gav e
her the upper and lower springs . "

)

• How GOOD, GRACIOUS, GENTLE, AND GODLY is this GREAT man
Caleb.
,
t-k 1.s A- G1 ix.,. .1

-

--

You will note she just asked for springs of water and
Caleb did the exceeding abundant. He gave her both the
upper and the lower springs to benefit her property.
John 16:24
Hitherto have you asked nothing in my name : ask,
and you shall receive, that your joy may be full .

• III.

THE CITIES OF THE INHERITANCE - chap. 15:20-62

We have considered the boundaries of Judah in verses 1-12,
and a specific part of Judah's inheritance in Caleb's
story, and now we come to the cities of this
inheritance.

-

• There are 122 cities listed here in these verses.

)
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)
These cities are divided up into four regions of the land:
• 1.

The first will be the southern cities.
are 36 of them.

• 2.

The second will be the western foothills cities,
and there are 42 of them .

-

There

......

• 3.

•

4.

The third will be the hill country cities, and
there are 38 of them . ........

-

The fourth will be the desert cities, and there
are 6 of them.

--

It will be our purpose in the study of this section to
divide it into the four parts and to simply give the
meaning of the names of the cities as we work our way
through the passage. We will stop occasionally to bring
out an obvious lesson from the meanings of some of the
cities.

)

)

Judah's inheritance extended over four topographically
different regions: the South's dry plains (15:21-32);
the western foothill bordering the coastal plain
("lowland," 15:33-47); the central ridge of hill country
(15:48-60); and the sparsely populated desolate
wilderness of the slopes leading down to the Dead Sea
(15:61-62). The large number of cities inherited (109)
indicates the value of the land given Judah, for with
cities were associated water supply, arable land, and
defensible position.
p. 107
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen
The cities of Judah are listed according to their
location in the four main geographic regions of the
tribe: the cities in the south or Negev (vv. 21-32); the
cities in the western foothills or Shephelah (vv.
33-47); the cities in the central hill country (vv.
48-60); the cities in the sparsely populated wilderness
of Judah which slopes down toward the Dead Sea (vv.
61-62).
Judah inherited well over 100 cities and seems to
have occupied them with little or no difficulty, with
the significant exception of Jerusalem.
"As for the
Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the sons of
Judah could not drive them out" (v. 63).
Was it that the men of Judah could not because they
would not? Was the failure due to a lack of strength or
a lack of faith?
p. 107
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell
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1.

THE SOUTHERN CITIES - verses 21-32

There are 36 southern cities that are listed in these
verses.
..,
•

v.20

This is the inheritance of the tribe of J µdah.
clan b y clan ;

v.21

The 59p the r pm95 t t q wps of the tribe of Judah in
th e Ne g e y t qward the boundary of Edom were;
Ka h z eeJ , Eder .rag ur.

-

Negev, as we have learned already, means "to be dry or
dried."
These cities are toward the boundary of Edom in the
south, who are the descendants of Esau.
We now hav e a listing of these 36 southern cities.

)

•

)

v. 22

1.

KABZEEL - which means "what God gathers."

2.

EDER - which means "a flock of Jehovah."

3.

JAGUR - which means "lodging."

Kinah. Dimonah. Adadah.
4.

The fourth city is KINAH - which means "a
mournful song" or "a lamentation."

5.

DIMONAH - which means "pining."

6.

ADADAH - means "festival."

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

-19-

4 v. 23

• v. 24

Kedesb . Hazor, Ithnan.
7.

KEDESH - means "sanctuary."

8.

HAZOR - means "village, hamlet, fence or castle . "

9.

ITHNAN - means "given."

Zj ph

Telem

Be a lot h,

10. ZIPH - means "borrowed" or "flowing.·"
11 . TELEM - means "oppression . "
12 . BEALOTH - means "on the ascent."

)
• v .25

Hazor Hadattah, Kerioth Hezron (that is, Ha zor) ,
13 . HAZOR HADATTAH - means "new castle."
14 . KERIOTH HEZRON - means "cities surrounded by
a wall."

• v . 26 Affiam. Sberna.

Mg l a da }+>

15 . AMAM - means "to join together."
16 . SHEMA - means "rumor."
17. MOLADAH - means "birth" or "race . "

)
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• v.27

Hazar Gaddah. Heshmon. Beth Pelet.

• - 18 . HAZAR GADDAH - means "village of good fortune."
19. HESHMON - means "fatness or fat soil."
, ,

20. BETH PELET - means "the house of liberation . "

How meaningful to have a place in the inheritance called
"The House of Liberation."

{Jd7$an ~

)

"When that stupendous event, the last great assize,
takes place," I told him, "I shall be there with the
Lord. But I shall not stand in front of that great
white throne to be judged, for all my judgment passed
when those two arms were outstretched on Calvary, when,
as a poet has said:
The wrath of God which was our due
Upon the Lamb was laid,
And by the shedding of His blood
our debt was fully paid.
p. 124
Ordained of the Lord: A Biography of H. A. Ironside
by E. Schuyler English
John 8:32
And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall
set you free.

v.28

Hazar Shual. Beersheba. Biziothiah.,

• 21. HAZAR SHUAL - which means "the fox's village."
Song of Solomon 2:15
Catch for us the foxes, the little foxes that
ruin the vineyards, our vineyards that are in
bloom .

)
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22. BEERSHEBA - which means "the well of the oath."
23. BIZIOTHIAH - which means "contempt of Jehovah."

• v.29

Baalah, Iim. Ezem,
24. BAALAH - which means "possessed of" or "endued
with anything" or "mistress."
25. !IM - which is the plural of Ai, and which
means "heaps of ruins."
26. EZEM - which means "bone," "body," or "strength."

. v.30

)

EltoJad, Kesil

Hormah.

27. ELTOLAD - which means "whose race or posterity
is from God."
28. KESIL - which means "a fool."

, 29 . HORMAH
- Whl.. ch means "a devoti"ng," "a place
laid waste. '' We had studied the meaning of
the word Hormah when we looked at the kings
back in chap. 12. We learned then that when
unexplainable trials come into our live~, the
Lord expects us to devote that thing to Him;
and He in turn will make a ministry out of
that unexplainable circumstance for us, that
we might be a blessing to those who are
around us.

)
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Ruth Harms Calkin says it well:
Lord
I just don't understand
What in the world
You're doing in my life.
My child
Don't try to understand.
Just live it
For Me.
p. 110
Lord, It Keeps Happening ••. and Happening

• v.31

Z j kla g

Madmapp ab, Se p sannah ,

30. ZIKLAG - means "an outflowing of a fountain."
31. MADMANNAH - means "dunghill" or "fertilizer farm."
s~w e..v

)

c't +'1 ~

32. SANSANNAH - means "palm branch."

.'

v.32 .Lebaoth. Shilhim. Ain and Rimroon--a total pf
twenty -nine towns and their yillages.
33. LEBAOTH - means "lions."
34. SHILHIM - means "armed men."
35. AIN - means "the fountain."
36. RIMMON - means "a pomegranate."

)
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Our text says " a total of twenty-nine t owns and their
villages . Actually, there are 36 listed here.
F. W. Grant in the Numerical Bible says,
The whole number of these cities of the Negeb
is given in ver. 32 as twenty-nine--"twenty-nine
cities and their villages." But there are, in
fact, thirty-six names, and not twenty-nine; and
commentators have in general, with Keil, taken
this as a textual error, the Syriac version reading
thirty-six, which would be right.
These, then, are the thirty-six southern cities; and now
we turn to:

• 2.

)

THE WESTERN FOOTHILLS CITIES

• There are forty-two of them listed in verses 33-47.
• These forty-two cities are divided into four g r oup s of :
14, 16, 9, and 3

v.33

In the western f ggt h j ll 5 ;
Esh tao J

•

)

v.34

Zo r a h

Ash p ah

1.

ESHTAOL - which means "petition or request."

2.

ZORAH - which means "a place of hornets . "

3.

ASHNAH - which means "strong or mighty."

~anoa h

4.

Ep Gapnim, Ta ppuah, Ep arn

ZANOAH - means "a marsh or a marshy place."
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• v. 35

5.

EN GANNIM - means "the fountain of gardens."

6.

TAPPUAH - means "a place fruitful in apples."

7.

ENAM - means "the two fountains."

Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah,
8.

JARMUTH

- means "high."

9.

ADUL LAM

- means "the justice of the people. "

10. SOCOH
11. AZEKAH

- means "a hedge. "
- means "a field dug over or broken up. "

)
'

v. 36

~ haaraim ,

Ad ~ thaim

fourteen town§ 5Ulg

and Ged~;r;;a.b '~.-; ~~~~.:~tllaiwl -tll~ .;i.;1;: ~1lle.g~~.

• 12. SHAARAIM - means "two gates."

•

•

.- 13. ADITHAIM - means "two- fold ornament" or
"two- fold prey."
"' 14. GEDERAH (OR GEDEROTHAIM) - which means "folds"
or "two sheep folds."

Isn't it interesting that this first listing of the
western foothills cities gives us fourteen cities and
the last three have to talk about the number two:
two gates
two ornaments and
two sheep folds

)
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We naturally t hink of the words of Jesus in Matthew 7:13,14
Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide,
and the way is broad that leads to destruction,
and many are those who enter by it. For the gate
is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life,
and few are those who find it .
John 10:11
I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down
His life for the sheep.

• v.37

Zepa n, Hadashah, Migdal Gad.

15 . ZENAN - which means "a place of flocks."

)

16.

HADASHAH - which means "new."

17.

MIGDAL GAD - which means "the tower of Gad."
Migdal means "a town with a tower," and Gad
means "to be fortunate or rich. "

Gad was the firstborn son to Leah's handmaid Zilpah, and
the seventh-born son to Jacob.

v.38

Dil eap , Miz pah, Joktheel,

18. DILEAN - means "a cucumber field ."
19 . MIZPAH - means "a watchtower" or " a lofty place."
20 . JOKTHEEL - means "subdued by God."

)
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)
,

v. 3 9

Lachish, Bozkath, Eg lon,
21. LACHISH - means "obstinate or hard to be
captured."
22. BOZKATH - means "stony" or "elevated ground."
23. EGLON - means "a wagon," "chariot," "wheel,"
or "rolling."

'

v.40

Cabbgp

Lahrnas, Kitlish,

24. CABBON - means "bond."
25. LAHMAS - means "their bread."

)

26. KITLISH - means "the beating down of the lion."

•

v.41

Gederoth, Beth Dagon, Naarnah a pd Makkedah-s j xtgen towns and their y illages.
27. GEDEROTH - means "folds."

j

, 28. BETH DAGON - means "the house of Dagon." This
is a great fish idol with the head and hands of
man and the rest a fish.
Someday, with the gods we have made, we will come
face to face with the God who has made us. And only in
that moment will the question "Who is your God?" be
finally settled. Pray with me that, unlike Solomon, we
will find that our god and the real God will be the
same.
p. 102
Glad Reunion by John Claypool

)
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29. NAAMAH - which means "ple asant . "
30. MAKKEDAH - which means "place of shepherds ."
We have looked together at the first two groups of
cities in the western foothills:
fourteen in the first and
sixteen in the second

We come now to the third group of nine cities and
villages still a part of the western foothills .

• v. 42

I. j h p ah

Et her

As han

n

31. LIBNAH - means "whiteness" or "transpar ency ."

)

32. ETHER - means "plenty or abundance . "
33. ASHAN - means "smoke," "the anger of God, "
"smoke went up in His nostrils . " It is the
picture of horses and lions who breathe
strongly through their nostrils when they a r e
angry and mad.

.-v.43

I p h ta h

As h na h

Ne zj h

., " 34. IPHTAH - means "whom or what God sets free ."

)

For so long, dear God
I stared with dreadful fascination
At the thick, heavy chains
Binding my burdened life
When all the while You were waiting
For my personal consent
To break the chains and set me free.
Oh, what liberating joy
When I finally said Yes!
p. 113
Lord, It Keeps Happening ... and Happening
by Ruth Harms Calkin
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35 . ASHNAH - which means "strong and mighty. "
Evidently there were two of these cities because it is
mentioned again back in verse 33.
36 . NEZIB - means "placed or set." It can mean
"one set over." It can refer to the setting of
a statue. It also refers to a military stati on
or a garrison.

• v . 44

Kej J ah, Acz ib and Mareshah- -nine towns and the i r
y j l la qe s
37 . KEILAH - means "fortress . "
38. ACZIB - means "to lie to anyone," "to deceive , "
" that which fails," "that which deceives . "

)

39. MARESHAH - "that which is at the head."
This concludes the third grouping in the western
foothills. We have had:
a group of fourteen
a group of sixteen and now
a group of nine.
There are three Philistine cities that are now mentioned
at the end of this section. These cities all are close
to the Mediterannean Sea and are Philistine strongholds.

~

v .45

Ekron , with j t s 5u rroppd jpg s e tt lements and
y illages ,
40. EKRON - means "eradication . "

)
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)
•

v .46

JYest of Ekron. all that were in the vicinity of
Ashdod. tog ethe r wj th t h ej r y j ll ages ·
41. ASHDOD - means "a fortified place," "a castle . "

v. 47

•

Ashdod , its surrounding settl ements and y illa g es·
and Gaza. its settlements an d y j ll age s as t a r as
t he Wad i a t Eg~pt ap d t he CQBSt l jpe g t t he Great Se a
42 . GAZA - means "strong , fortified . "

So as we look at these three Philistine cities, we can
understand the fear of the children of Israel when
they 're looking on circumstances instead of the Lord,
for to come against Ekron means "eradication"; Ashdod
means "fortified place or castle"; and Gaza means
"strong and fortified."

)

Now we have the listing of the forty-two cities in the
western foothills complete .

We come now to the third listing of cities involved in
the inheritance:
3.

THE HILL COUNTRY CITIES - verses 48-60

There are thirty-eight of these cities .
• v. 48

)

In the hill count r y :
Shami r. Jattir . Socoh.

1.

SHAMIR - means "a sharp point," "thorn or thorns . "

2.

JATTIR - means "height . "

3.

SOCOH - means "a hedge . " It can also mean
"a mountain and a plain." You find also a
city in the western foothills by the same name
back in verse 35 .
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• v. 49

Rannah , Kiriath Sannah {that is , Deb j rl
4.

RANNAH - means "a low place."

5.

KIRIATH SANNAH - means "a city of palm trees."
And the word Rebir means "setting in a row," or
"ranging in order."

Evidently, it was a region of oasis and a place for
people to enjoy.

•

)

v.50

•

Anab, Esh temg h

Anj m

, 6.

ANAB - means "a place abounding in grapes."

• 7.

ESHTEMOH - means "obedience."

8.

v .51

ANIM - means "fountains."

Gg shen , Hg Jon and Gi l g h-- g ley en towns a nd t h ei r
v ill a ges _
9.

GOSHEN - means "drawing near."

10 . HOLON - means "sandy" or can mean "delay."
11 . GILOH - means "removing."
This is a first part of the listing of the cities in the
hill country, and there are eleven in this list.

)
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• v.52

Arab , Duroah . Eshan .

• , 12 . ARAB - which means "ambush. "
13. DUMAH - which means "silence or place of silence."
1 4. ESHAN - means "prop or support."

• v.53

Janim , Beth Tappuah. Aphekah.
15. JANIM - means "sleep" or "flight."
16. BETH TAPPUAH - means "house of apples."
17. APHEKAH - means "strength."

)

•

v.54

Hurotah. Kiriath Arba (that is . Hebron) and Zigr-nine towns and their yillages.
18. HUMTAH - means "a defense" or "a place of lizards ."
19. KIRIATH ARBA (that is, HEBRON) is "the city
of Arba," one of the giants naming the city
after himself; and named Hebron which means
"conjunction or joining." We have learned that
that was the inheritance of Caleb in the tribe
of Judah.
20. ZIOR - which means "smallness."

"Nine towns and their vi l lages." We now come to the end
of their second section of the cities in the hill
country. The first had eleven, and this second group
had nine. We now turn our attention to the third group
of the hill country cities.

)
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)

• v. 55

Maon

Ca rme l.

Zi p h.

J utt ah,

21 . MAON - which means "a dwelling."
22. CARMEL - which means "a garden," "a place
cultivated as a garden."
23 . ZIPH - which means "borrowed" or "flowing."
24. JUTTAH - which means "stretched out" or
"inclined."

·-v. 56

,Je z ree l

,J q k tj e a m

za noah.

25. JEZREEL - "That which God planted."

)

•

#

26 . JOKDEAM - which means "burning of the people."

2 Thess. 1:8,9
In flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do
not know God, and to those who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus; and these will pay the
penalty of eternal destruction away from the
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his
power;
Rev . 20 : 15
And if anyone ' s name was not found written in
the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of
fire.

)

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

- 33-

27. ZANOAH - which means "a marsh or a marshy place."
There is a city of this name also mentioned in
the western foothills back in verse 34.

'V .57

Kain. Gibeah and Timnah- - ten towns a pd their

v j ]] ages

28. KAIN - which means "a possession."
29 . GIBEAH - which means "hill" or "a town situated
on a hill."
30. TIMNAH - which means "a part assigned."
We come now to the end of the third section of the hill
country cities--ten towns and villages in this group.

)

·-v . 58

Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor,

-

' 31. HALHUL - means "travail or pain."
It is the labor pain that gives birth to something
pretty precious.
It is the new birth that gives birth to eternal life.
-

• 3 2 . BETH ZUR - which means "house of the rock. "
One cannot help but be reminded of the end
of the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 7 when
Jesus speaks of the wise man who builds his
house at Beth Zur - -the house on the rock.
33 . GEDOR - which means "hedge or wall."

)
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• v.59

Maarath, Beth Anoth and Eltekon--s j x towns a nd
their villages.
34. MAARATH - means "a place naked of trees."
35. BETH ANOTH - means "a house of response" or
"echo."

4 ' 36. ELTEKON - means "to which God is the foundation."

)

In a wonderful book, The Table of Inwardness,
Calvin Miller wrote of an antique wooden dynamite box in
his home. The box was made in the nineteenth century,
Miller said, carefully constructed to withstand shock as
its explosive contents were transported from the
manufacturer to a place of use.
On the lid were large red and black letters which
said DANGER DYNAMITE! "But the last I saw it," Miller
wrote, "it was filled with common paraphernalia that
could be found in any workroom."
I'm drawn to the irony of Calvin Miller's
description of a box designed for dynamite which warns
that it contains dynamite but which now stores only
"common paraphernalia."
This might be the unfortunate picture of the
wearied follower of God who has lost heart, whose
spiritual passion is nonexistent. Like the box, a man
or woman is created to store spiritual dynamite, the
marvelous energy of God. And (here the analogy begins
to break down) he or she is created to discharge that
dynamite. Furthermore, this person is often thrust into
situations where the capacity of that heavenly dynamite
is verbally affirmed and historically recounted.
p. 205

Restoring Your Spiritual Passion by Gordon MacDonald

)
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_

1 Cor . 3:11-14
For no man can lay a foundation other than the one
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any
man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work
will become evident; for the day will show it,
because it is to be revealed with fire; and the
fire itself will test the quality of each man's
work. If any man's work which he has built upon it
remains, he shall receive a reward.
This is the end of the fourth grouping of hill country
cities.
We had eleven in the first group,
nine in the second,
ten in the third,
and now six in this group.
We have one group of two yet remaining to round out the
hill country cities.

)

'

v.60

Kiriath Baal (that is, Kiriath Jearim) and Rabbah-two towns and the j r y j ll aqe 5 .
37. KIRIATH BAAL (that is, KIRIATH JEARIM) which means "city of Baal" or "city of the woods."
38. RABBAH - which means "capital city."

This then gives us the listing of the thirty-eight hill
country cities.
This brings us now to the fourth and final group of
cities listed as the desert cities.
1.
2.
3.
4.

)

We have had thirty-six cities in the southern region,
forty-two cities in the western foothills,
and thirty-eight cities in the hill country,
and now we round out the total of 122 cities with a
listing of the six desert cities.
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4.
•

THE DESERT CITIES - verses 61-62

v. 61

·-v.62

In the desert:
Beth Arabah. Middin, Secacah
1.

BETH ARABAH - which means "house of the desert. "

2.

MIDDIN - which means "measures ."

3.

SECACAH - which means "enclosure ."

Nibshan. the City of Salt and Ep Ged j -- 5j x t g wps
and their y j ]] a ge §
a

4. NIBSHAN - which means "soft soil. "

)

5. THE CITY OF SALT is self-explanatory .
' 6. EN GEDI - which means "the fountain of the kid."
It is En Gedi which is the oasis in the desert. It is a
beautiful spot just a short ways away from Masada. It
became a mountain retreat and fortress for David during
the times of hiding from Saul and his armies.
This then concludes the listing of the 122 cities that
are involved in the territory that is inherited by the
tribe of Judah.
is literally
• One
extensive nature

overwhelmed when a study is made of the
of the inheritance which the Lord has

for us.
You almost feel like you want to shout the words of the
f- head waiter at the marriage in Cana: YOU HAVE KEPT THE
GOOD WINE UNTIL NOW.

)
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1 Cor. 2:9
But just as it is written, Things which eye has
not seen and ear has not heard, and which have
not entered the heart of man, all that God has
prepared for those who love Hirn.

We come now to:

•
•

IV.

THE SAD ENDING - 15:63

v.63

Judah could not dislodge the Jebusites, who were
l j y i pg jp ,Je rusalem ; t g this day the .Ie hps j t e s
live there with the pe gp l e q t .I!lda h

The Jebusites means "a place trodden down," and of
course, Jerusalem means "the dwelling of peace."

)

Jerusalem, though assigned to Benjamin, was
actually a border town between the two tribes.
Actually, Judah's boundary made a sudden detour to the
south and ran through the valley just south of the city.
Thus it easily could have become a sort of enclave, a
"no man's land" between the two, which either could
legitrnately acquire, and for the conquest (or
non-conquest) of which either could be held responsible.
Judah's capture of the town, recorded in Judg. 1, may
have been ineffective if it was not followed by
subsequent occupation. In the time of the Judges
Jerusalem was rated as unsafe territory (Judg. 19:10-12)
Verse 63 states that the Jebusites and the
Judahites have continued to dwell together at Jerusalem
until this day (see also Judg. 1:21). Perhaps this can
be understood best as a form of habitation in which
common pasturage was enjoyed outside the city's walled
part.
p. 255
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra
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The cities of Judah are listed according to their
location in the four main geographic regions of the
tribe: the cities in the south or Negev (vv. 21-32); the
cities in the western foothills or Shephelah (vv.
33-47); the cities in the central hill country (vv.
48-60); the cities in the sparsely populated wilderness
of Judah which slopes down toward the Dead Sea (vv.
61-62) .
Judah inherited well over 100 cities and seems to
have occupied them with little or no difficulty, with
the significant exception of Jerusalem.
"As for the
Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the sons of
Judah could not drive them out" (v . 63) .
Was it that the men of Judah could not because they
would not? Was the failure due to a lack of strength or
a lack of faith?
p. 107
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell

..

CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this
particular study?

)
-

LESSON #1: Judah is at the head of the line because of
CALEB and CHRIST.

~ LESSON #2:

The scorpion of sin grabs us on the front
end and stings us on the back end.

~ LESSON #3: Have you been to KADESH BARNEA, the sanctuary
of the wanderer?

'

~

)

LESSON #4: Is your life a demonstration of that which
God has built?

LESSON #5: Are you gaining victory over the giants
in your life?
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~ LESSON

#6:

Caleb is a GOOD, GRACIOUS, GODLY, GREAT man.

~ LESSON

#7: Have you been to the house of liberation
and been set free from the law of sin and death?

""'

LESSON #8: Are there still areas of your life possessed
by the enemy because you would not allow the Lord
to grant the victory?

Bill Bright, the president of Campus Crusade for Christ
wrote a book Revolution Now, and he says the following :

)

)

The Christian Life is impossible for us to
live. No one can live it--the only one who can
live the Christian life is the Lord Jesus. And if
we live it as He has commissioned us to live it, as
He has made it possible for us to live it, it will
be a supernatural life. The average person does
not understand this; therefore, he lives in defeat
and frustration . He does not draw upon the
resources of God.
Some time ago I was visiting in a west Texas
community where my brother works for a major oil
company. He took me out into the country to the
largest pool of oil that had ever been discovered
until recent years. It is known as the Yates Pool .
He showed me wells that were producing many
thousands of barrels of oil a day. Then he told me
the story of how this property was owned by a man
named Yates, a sheep rancher. He used to graze his
sheep over those rolling west Tex as hills . He was
living in poverty, on relief. It was during the
depression years and there was not enough money to
buy food and clothing for the family.
I am sure
that, as he grazed his sheep, he often wondered
where his next meal would come from. And then one
day an oil company sent a seismographic crew into
the area and they said, "We believe there is oil on
your property and we would like to drill a wildcat
test." He signed the contract and they began to
drill. At a thousand and fifteen feet , they
discovered oil . They did not discover a pool--they
discovered an ocean of oil. The first well came in
at around 80 thousand barrels of oil a day ....
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But the next well was a hundred and eighty thousand
barrels, which would mean that about a half million
dollars worth of oil could be produced from that
one well in a single day. And then there were many
wells--they were everywhere. As a matter of fact,
two years ago, the government after all these
years, did a test on one of the wells and
discovered that it still had the potential of
flowing a hundred and 25 thousand barrels of oil a
day, and Mr. Yates owned it all.
It was all his .
Yet, he was living in poverty on relief. Can you
imagine? He was a multibillionaire but he was
living in poverty. I do not know of a better
illustration of the Christian life than this. The
moment we become children of God, heirs of God, all
the resources of God are made available to us.

)

-.I

0 God
I come to You penitently just now
Confessing I have spent
Far too many hours
Exploring the dramatic
The ecstatic, the sensational.
I have been much too engrossed
In looking for burning bushes.
All the while
You have been waiting for me
To take off my shoes
Bow before You
And crown You LORD of my life.
p. 105
Lord, It Keeps Happening ... and Happening
by Ruth Harms Calkin
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