16

\

The allotment for Joseph began at the Jordan of Jericho,•
east of the waters of Jericho, and
went up from there through the
desert into the hill country of Bethel.
2!t went on from Bethel (that is,
Luz) .~ crossed over to the territory of
the Arkites in Ataroth, 3descended
westward to the territory of the Japhletites as far as the region of Lower
Beth Horen a nd on to Gezer, ending
at the sea.
4 50 Manasseh and Ephraim, the de• scendants of Joseph , received their inheritance.
SThis was the territory of Ephraim, clan
by clan:
The boundary of their inheritance
went from Ataroth Addar in the east
to Upper Beth Horon hand continued

)

)

to the sea. From Micmethath on the
north it curved eastward to Taanath
Shiloh, passing by it to Janoah on
the east. Tfhen it went down from
Janoah to Ataroth and Naarah,
touched Jericho and came out at the
Jordan. Bfrom Tappuah the border
went west to the Kanah Ravine and
ended at the sea . This was the inheritance of the tribe of the Ephraimites, clan by clan. 9 lt also included all
the towns and their villages that
were set aside for the Ephraimites
within the inheritance of the
Manassites.
10They did not dislodge the Canaanites
living in Gezer; to this day the Canaanites live among the people of Ephraim
but are required to do forced labor.
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STUDY NUMBER SIXTEEN - Joshua 16:1-10
INTRODUCTION:
CATHY'S PEARL by Sue Edwards

)

\

On Christmas Day 1983, the Lord called Ray Good
home after a nine-month bout with cancer. He left
behind a young wife, two small sons, and a Dallas
Seminary diploma just earned but never framed or
displayed in the office where his ministry never began.
A dream destroyed! What is God doing?
Cancer .... that hideous monster that dries up its
victims. I saw it take my father, a robust man, and
turn him into a shriveled bag of bones. Our 29-year-old
minichurch leader was diagnosed with a malignant brain
tumor last November. A dear mother of five from our
church died of cancer last September. Another mother in
our Bible study had been battling the monster for
several years. Cancer became like gargoyles in the
cathedral of my life.
Daily I had helped my mother care for my father
during the last year of his illness. I knew what cancer
meant: conflicting diagnoses, veins collapsing, nausea,
nightmares, a squeezing out of life. I never could
decide which was worse--the cancer, or what they put you
through t o fi g ht i t.
In the DTS chapel service in January in memory of
Ray, they asked us to pray for Cathy, Ray's widow, and
their small sons. When I learned Ray died of cancer, I
put Cathy high on my prayer list . Even though I didn't
know her, my heart broke for her.
The following Wednesday I was sitting in a Women's
Bible Discussion Group in Carrollton. Next to me sat a
lovely young woman who shared briefly and graciously
during our discussion . She recounted how God had been
so faithful and has poured out His love for her during
the past year when they had experienced some "difficult
times."
After the discussion I quietly asked the discussion
leader if I could be of help to this young woman in her
"difficult time."
The leader looked up and our eyes met.
"Don't you
know who that is? That's Cathy Good. Her husband died
less than a month ago. He'd just graduated from
Seminary.
Isn't she something?»
I was taken aback. This radiant woman, eyes
twinkling and full of joy, was Cathy Good, the young
widow I'd been praying for!
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)

Each week she came to Bible study--bright, strong,
reaching out to others. Each week, after the discussion
groups met, I delivered a 30-minute lecture on the
passage we had studied that morning; and each week, she
would come up to the front after the lecture, hug me,
and say, "That's just what I needed to hear today!" She
thought I was the teacher, but actually she was. What
she taught me with her strength and bull-dogged tenacity
was far more life-changing than anything I could ever
teach her with mere words.
I learned she was going to share about her
"difficult time" with her church women on a Saturday
morning in February, so I slipped in the back, up the
stairs to the balcony where I could see her clearly.
That morning I learned of the pearl.
She unfolded the events that finally led to Ray's
death, and the Scripture God used to comfort her.
Finally she showed us the pearl drop necklace she always
wore around her neck.
It was a gift from Ray before he died. This
sensitive, compassionate husband, knowing what lay ahead
and longing for some tender way to comfort and
strengthen his bride when he could not, had given her
the pearl. With it he communicated to her: The oyster
makes a pearl from an irritant that comes into its
shell. It does not fight the irritant or try to remove
it. Instead, the oyster accepts the irritant and from
it makes something beautiful--nature's jewel, the pearl.
So, Cathy, this thing that has come into our lives, this
irritant, accept it. More than that, like the oyster,
make something beautiful of it.
That's what Cathy has done. Through God's power,
she was taking the most hideous monster (in my
estimation) and touching others for God.
I left that day changed. I'm sure many others did
also.
I know of at least one woman who made a decision
that February morning that will put her in the presence
of her Creator for all eternity. I left that day aware,
for the first time really, of the unfathomable strength
believers have access to in "difficult times."
Intellectually, I had known God loved me.
Intellectually, I had known if God allowed cancer to
strike, He would bear me up. Now I knew it in my heart.
The fear of the monster could overwhelm me no more.
What is God doing? Exactly what is perfect and
beautiful. As Ecclesiastes 11: 5 says, "As you do not
know the path of the wind or how the body is formed in a
mother's womb, so you cannot understand the work of God,
the Maker of all things." I don't always understand His
ways, and I grieve when my brothers and sisters hurt,
yet I see perfection in His plan ... even in cancer.
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Somehow, as I listened to Cathy speak that February
morning, I sensed Ray was there . I sensed that he
rejoiced with angels and archangels, at that slip of a
girl glorifying God with words and sparkling eyes and a
pearl around her neck.

Lewis B. Smedes in his book How Can It Be All Right When
Everything Is All Wrong? says,

)

They left me alone. But without them, I knew I
would fall . And I did fall, down, down, down, into a
nothingness; into a void, an abyss, a mocking empty hole
of unworthiness and helplessness. I had never known
such lonely pain, never such fear, never such
helplessness, never such despair.
I was lost, utterly
lost.
I felt a life of pious trying going down the
drain, a life of half-baked belief in grace exposed as
futile.
I was sunk.
I screamed for help, and none
could come.
I was making my bed in hell.
I lay down in
my spiritual waste. But I did not sink! When I flopped
into nothingness I fell into God. The old Hebrew
lyricist was right, you can make your bed in hell and
find your rest in God's hands. It is not a terrible
thing to fall into the hands of the living God. No
matter what Jonathan Edwards said. His hands are
pierced with nails from Christ's cross; his hands are
the strength of his love, the power to hold us and keep
us from falling into a hell without God.
I discovered, all by myself, in touch only with my
final outpost of feeling, that I could be left,
deserted, alone, all my scaffolds knocked down, all the
stanchions beneath me pulled away, my buttresses fallen,
I could be stripped of human hands, and I could survive.
In my deepest heart I survived, stood up, stayed whole,
held by nothing at all except the grace of a loving God .
I was in the hands of God
I could live by grace.
I could lose all human support and not fall down.
I was held, and would not be dropped.
I was
supported, and would not sink . I was held together, and
would not fall apart. I was accepted, and could not be
rejected. I was loved, and would never be despised. I
was in hell, and God was there for me. I knew then he
would be in all my mini-hells, and my mini - heavens,
too."
p . 115-116
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What I felt was the sober , ultimate relief of
knowing that I could face the worst and not be
destroyed, that I could liv e wit~out mother's pat on my
head , and that I could be myself ~ and, in some Christian
sense, not give a damn, when the chips are down) whether
mother or anyone else approves of me or not. Because I
knew that I was held together by God's unconditional
Christ-won love . I knew it could be all right with me
when everything else was kaput.
(How Can It Be All Right When Everything Is All Wrong?
by Lewis B. Smedes)
We are coming now in our study to Joshua chapter 16.
is here that we are going to see the inheritance
provided for the tribe of Ephraim.

It

This happens to be the tribe of Joshua so he certainly
has personal interest in this particular tribe and their
i nheritance.

)

I.

In the first division of the book, we noted together
THE INVASION OF THE LAND - chaps . 1-5
chap .
chap.
chap.
chap.

1 - We saw the commissioning of Joshua .
2 - The spying of Jericho.
3
The crossing of the Jordan .

4

chap. 5
II .

-

The memorials set up in the bed of the
river and at Gilgal.
The consecration of the people .

The second section of the book we called
THE SUBJECTION OF THE LAND - chaps. 6-12
chap.
chap.
chap.
chap.
chap.
chap.
chap.

j

-

6 - We saw the Battle of Jericho .
7 - The defeat at Ai .
8 - The victory at Ai.
9 - The compromise at Gibeon.
10 - The southern campaign .
11 - The northern campaign.
12
The roster of the kings of various cities
destroyed in the campaigns to subject the
land.

, Lf.

~
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III .

i

This brought us to the third secti on of the book
THE DIVISION OF THE LAND - chaps. 13-22

\Iv chap. 13 - We saw the inheritance of the two and a

f:j.N\ ti~

half tribes who settled short of God's
will for their liv es and settled in land
on the east bank .
chap. 14 - We witnessed a man by the name of Caleb
who at 85 years old was characterized
as wholeheartedly following the Lord . He
received his inheritance in Hebron.
We saw the inheritance of Judah, which is
the royal tribe.
It is out of the tribe
of Judah that Jesus Christ the Messiah is
going to come. Judah receives the largest
section and eventually becomes a nation
unto itself when the kingdom is divided .

This brings us now to chap . 16 , and we can title this:
THE INHERITANCE OF EPHRAIM

)

Whereas we had Judah in chap. !2_, we have JOSEPH in
chap. 16.
~ ~
v.29

This is what Moses had given to the half-tribe of
Manasseh, that is, to half the family of the
descendants of Manasseh, clan by clan:

MANASSEH is the firstborn of Joseph.
His name means "one who forgets."
t is Joseph ' s outburst of praise in forgetting his
prior troubles in view of the blessings he's
experiencing now as second in command in the land of
Egypt.
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Genesis 48:1-20

--Some time later Joseph was told, " Your father
ill." So he took his two sons Manasseh and
Ephraim along with him. When Jacob ws told, "Your
son Joseph has come to you," Israel rallied his
\ strength and s.a t_up_on-.t.he-bed-.- - - "---JaCOb said to Joseph, "God Almighty appeared
to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and there he
blessed me and said to me, 'I am going to make you
fruitful and will increase your numbers . I will
make you a community of peoples, and I will give
this land as an everlasting possession to your
---- ~
descendants_ after you.'
---"Now then , your two sons born to you in Egypt
before I came to you here will be reckoned as mine;
Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine, just as Reuben
and Simeon are mine. Any children born to you
)
after them will be yours ; in the territory they
/
inherit they will be reckoned under the names of
their brothers. As I was returning from Paddan, to
~RaChel died in the land of Canaan while
we were still on the way, a little distance from
Ephrath. So I buried her there beside the road to
Ephrath" (that is, Bethlehem).
When Israel saw the sons of Joseph , he asked,
"Who are these?"
"They are the sons God has given me here,"
Joseph said to his father.
Then Israel said, "Bring them to me so I may
bless them."
Now Israel's eyes were failing because of old
age, and he could hardly see . So Joseph brought
his sons close to him, and his father kissed them
and embraced them .
..,,. - I srael said to Joseph, "I never expected to
1
see your face again, and now God has allowed me to
see your c_hi l<tren too . " _
Then Joseph removed them from Israel's knees
and bowed down with his face to the ground . And
Joseph took both of them, Ephraim on his right
toward Israel's left hand and Manasseh on his left
toward Israel's right hand, and brought them close
to him . But Israel reached out his right hand and
put it on Ephraim's head , though he was the
younger, and crossing his arms, he put his left
hand on Manasseh's head, even though Manasseh was
the firstborn .

/

)

/

!~
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Then he blessed Joseph and said,
"May the God before whom my fathers
Abraham and Isaac walked,
the God who has been my shepherd
all my life to this day,
the Angel who has delivered me from all harm
--may he bless these boys.
May they be called by my name
and the names of my fathers
Abraham and Isaac,
and may they increase greatly
upon the earth."

)

When Joseph saw his father placing his right
hand on Ephraim's head he was displeased; so he
took hold of his father's hand to move it from
Ephraim's head to Manasseh's head. Joseph said to
him, "No, my father, this one is the firstborn; put
your right hand on his head."
But his father refused and said, "I know, my
son, I know. He too will become a people, and he
too will become great. Nevertheless, his younger
brother will be greater than he, and his
descendants will become a group of nations." He
blessed them that day and said,
"In your name will Israel pronounce this
blessing:
'May God make you like Ephraim and
Manasseh. '"
So he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh.
Genesis 49:22-26
Joseph is a fruitful vine,
a fruitful vine near a spring,
whose branches climb over a wall.
With bitterness archers attacked him;
they shot at him with hostility.
But his bow remained steady,
his strong arms stayed limber,
because of the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob,
because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel,
because of your father's God, who helps you,
because of the Almighty, who blesses you
with blessings of the heavens above,
blessings of the deep that lies below,
blessings of the breast and womb .
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Your father's blessings are greater
than the blessings of the ancient mountains,
than the bounty of the age-old hills.
Let all these rest on the head of Joseph,
on the brow of the prince among his brothers.
Deut. 33:13-17
About Joseph he said:
"May the Lord bless his land
with the precious dew from heaven above
and with the deep waters that lie below;
with the best the sun brings forth
and the finest the moon can yield;
with the choicest gifts of the ancient mountains
and the fruitfulness of the everlasting hills;
with the best gifts of the earth and its fullness
and the favor of him who dwelt in the burning
bush.
Let all these rest on the head of Joseph,
on the brow of the prince among his brothers .
In majesty he is like a firstborn bull;
his horns are the horns of a wild ox.
With them he will gore the nations,
even those at the ends of the earth.
Such are the ten thousands of Ephraim;
such are the thousands of Manasseh."

)

By the time we complete our e x position of chap. 17, we
will have two and a half tribes settled on the east and
two and a half tribes on the west. In chap. 17 we are
goi ng to be seeing the inheritance of the half tribe of
Manasseh .

-

This would be five down and seven to

g~

To help us understand the inheritance procedure and the
background that makes this chapter possible, let's
review in our minds the family of Joseph. Joseph had
te.P oJ.S_er bf.21bers and Q!)e o~r s :i...s.t_er and o~ YO.YJlger
brother.
~

j(J

o I elev B<o .f-te,ys
L<

J

5't s I-er

Yol)."-~U &c:1+~e v
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First of all, born to LEAH was:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Reuben
Simeon
Levi
Judah

They were numbers 1, 2, 3 , & 4-.

n.·, I

0~

Then born to BILHAH, Rachel's handmaid were:
a-(

5.
6.

/

~ /

Dan
Naphtali

~

five and six .

~
/

Leah's maid ZILPAH then had:

)

7.
8.

Gad
Asher

numbers seven and eight.

And after that, LEAH had:
9. Issachar
10. Zebulun
numbers nine and ten.

And also a daughter

name~

So this gives ten older brothers and one older sister.
It is only then that Rachel has her first child named
JOSEPH. He is the 11th born son to Jacob, and shortly
thereafter Rachel has BENJAMIN, who is the 12th son and
her last, as she dies in childbirth.

)
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Joseph grows up and when he is about seventeen, he is
sold into Egypt by his older brothers. From seventeen
to thirty he is serving in Potiphar's house and the
prison. At the age of thirty he becomes second in
command to Pharaoh and marries a woman by the name of
Asenath. They have two sons . The oldest is Manasseh
and the youngest is Ephraim .
hen Jacob blesses Joseph, he adopts these two sons
according to what we read there in Genesis 48 , and he
places the younger over the older .
When we come then to the inheritance in the land,
Ephraim hs§. ~priority over Manasseh and gets the
lnheritance first.
~
I have div ided the chapter into three parts :
I.

)

II .
III .

THE ALLOTMENT FOR JOSEPH - chap . 16 : 1- 4
THE INHERITANCE FOR EPHRAIM - chap . 16 :5 -9
THE COMPROMISE - chap . 16:10

I have noted something intere~bij:Lg in the boundary lines
in this chapter. There are Jl..1:1'le descriptive words10for
Joseph in the first four verses, and there arej}.i.ne"
descriptive words for Ephraim in verses 5-9.
All of these words , as you understand the meaning of
them in this c hapter from the origi nal Hebrew, take on
real meaning when you look at them under the cqncep ts ~
-~ul feriJ~9, l l ~ o/2 r.,9 9J. God .
Joseph himself was the product of a lot of suffering on
the part of his mother Rachel, and not just in the labor
pains that gave him birth but in the many years before
that that she was unable to bear children.
The name Joseph means "he takes away and he shall add. "

J

~*-"
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One inunediately thinks of JOB in the Old Testament in
that in chap . 1 the Lord allows things to be taken
from Job. And in the last chapter, more is added to him
t han he had before.
For Rachel it is a good name because with the birth of
Joseph, God takes away her reproach, and she wants the
Lord to add another son to her.

-'k Genesis

30: 22-24

Then God remembered Rachel ; he l i stened to her and
opened her womb. She became pregnant and gave
birth to a son and said, "God has taken away my
disgrace." She named him Joseph , and said, "May
the Lord add to me another son . "
On the other hand, Ephraim means "double land" or "twin
land." It can mean "fruitful in the land of - my
--=sUtfering."
- -

)

Genesis 41:51, 52
Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, "It
is because God has made me forget all my trouble
and all my father's household . " The second son he
named Ephraim and said, "It is because God has made
me fruitful in the land of my suffering . "

~~s we pursue these boundaries both in pection #1 the

S· {
~ ~,
~·

firs t four verses and also in section #2 verses S-9,
we will do it with the understanding that each of the
words contributes to some of the Scriptural concepts of
suffering.
=-==
~
. . ._.
zj

Evidently, the allotment conunittee drew one lot for
Jo seph and then that lot was div ided into the
inheri t ance for the two tribes that represent Joseph and

Y-z.. ~;~a~~~~, (~B~r~i~e~~~s~h~~h:ey~~~g~~t~ha~~dl~~en

J
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I.

THE ALLOTMENT FOR JOSEPH - chap. 16:1-4
C,/qa./ _
l'f-~e.mbe,-t> aE' Al/o1'n<e~-I Corn"": H.q Are~;, S'"e.>S"/..;,
j

V.

1

<!$/i,<.lil I

£ k1u.a..- +.I Z-

The allotment for Josep h beg an at the Jordan of
Jericho, east of the waters of Jericho. and went
u p from there throug h the desert into the hill
country of Bethe l.

Now as we pursue these boundary lines that are described
here, there will be ten words in this first section that
will come to our attentio~
1. The first word is JOSEPH. And we have already
learned that his name means 11 M takes away, he shall add."
Job 1 :2 1, 22
and said:
"Naked I came from my mother's womb,
and naked I will depart.
The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away;
may the name of the Lord be praised."

)

In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with
wrongdoing.
What a beautiful picture this is of Joseph, who, every
time he experiences adversity in his life, ends up being
an effective servant. He triumphs over the
c i rcumstances because he can see God is the one behind
all of it and who has the sovereign right to take away
and to add.

J<!> b 4-

.s C>~e.e~

Job 4 2 :10

-

After Job had prayed for his friends, the Lord
made him prosperous again, and gav e him twice as
much as he had before .

J
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2. The second word in this section is the word
JORDAN. Jordan means "flowing down" or "descent." It
is the river flowing down from the Sea of Galilee to the
Dead Sea.
Here we hav e a picture of mankind.
Matt . 7 : 13
Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide,
and the way is broad that leads to destruction,
and many are those who enter by it.
Luke 16:19ff

)

J

Now there was a certain rich man, and he habitually
dressed in purple and fine linen, gaily living in
splendor every day. And a certain poor man named
Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores,
and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were
falling from the rich man's table; besides, even
the dogs were coming and licking his sores. Now it
came about that the poor man died and he was
carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and
the rich man also died and was buried. And in
Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and
saw Abraham far away, and Lazarus in his bosom .
And he cried out and said, 'Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the
tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue;
for I am in agony in this flame . ' But Abraham
said, ' Child, remember that during your life you
received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad
things; but now he is being comforted here, and you
are in agony. And besides all this, between us and
you there is a great chasm fixed, in order that
those who wish to come over from here to you may
not be able, and that none may cross over from
there to us.'"
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Rev. 20:14, 15
And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of
fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.
And if anyone's name was not found written in the
book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
For the unbelievers then, it is a Jordan River
experience, a flowing down, or making one's descent to
the grave and to hell itself.
C-iev.-u:Af S'"1rre.,,;-ri'
I

7

For the believer, it is flowing down or making a descent
into suffering. It is a foregone conclusion that the
child of God will be enrolled in the school of
suffering.

SI.A. ;:"R'v-1"'c:
Philippians 1:29
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For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for
his sake.
I. .
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3. The third word here in these first four verses is
the word JERICHO. We have already had Jericho earlier
in our studies, and we learned that the name Jericho
means "city of the moon," or "a fragrant place." It is
a type of the world to the believer.
The world epitomizes suffering, which is the end result
of going to the city of the moon or the fragrant place.
The evil one entices us by the allurements of the world
and then, having partaken, to experience the suffering
that follows.
In the world, although it is the city of the moon and a
fragrant place, there is no hope; and we must face the
futility of human e x istence.
~1 fc, clef e;F'
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Abortion is an atrocity changing the whole thought
process of our country. More than a million unborn
lives a year cannot be violently terminated without
taking its toll on us as a nation.
I have spent 36 years in the practice of pediatric
surgery, longer than anybody else now practicing in this
country.
I deal primarily with the correction of
congenital defects and I know what these "defective"
children become.
But the verse that really gives me great courage to
do what I am doing is Exodus 4:11, where God speaks to
Moses at the burning bush when Moses doesn't want to
plead with Pharaoh.
God says, "Who made man's mouth? Who made the deaf
or the dumb or the seeing or the blind? Have not I,
saith the Lord?"
Like it or not, God makes the imperfect. And you
and I as His stewards have no more right to destroy the
imperfect than we have the right to destroy the perfect.
Harvard University's Project on Human Sexual
Development did a comprehensive study of television's
role in the sexual education of children. Their study
revealed some interesting patterns in programming:
--70% of all allusions to intercourse occurs
between unmarried couples or involves a prostitute;
--Much of television's erotic activity involves
violence against women.
The television medium is also a strong promoter of
alcohol. Television characters drink 3.5 times per hour
on television, four times an hour during prime time.
For every time coffee is consumed on TV, alcohol is
consumed ten times.
For every time milk is consumed,
alcohol is consumed 44 times.
For every time water is
drunk, alcohol is drunk 48 times.

)
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schools are working feverishly to produce the
perfect humanist man. And just what is a "humanist?"
Let me give it to you in the words of the American
Humanist Association itself.
In their brochure, they
quote Sir Julian Huxley, one of this century's leading
humanists and former first head of UNESCO, thus:
"I use
the word "humanist" to mean someone who believes that
man is just as much a natural phenomenon as an animal or
plant: that his body, mind and soul were not
supernaturally created but are products of evolution,
and that he is not under the control or guidance of any
supernatural being or beings, but has to rely on himself
and his own powers."
(The Rebirth of America, The Arthur S. DeMoss Foundation)
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I am much afraid that schools will prove to be
great gates of hell unless they diligently labor in
explaining the Holy Scriptures, engraving them in the
hearts of youth.
I advise no one to place his child
where the scriptures do not reign paramount. Every
institution in which men are not increasingly occupied
with the word of God must become corrupt.
(The Rebirth of America, The Arthur S. DeMoss Foundation)

4. The fourth word is BETHEL.
"house of God."

This word means

As Jacob fled to live with Uncle Laban on his first
night, he met God face to face and named the place where
he had stayed Bethel, the house of God.
Many times in our suffering we meet God in a new way.
It is a time of personal confrontation with Him.
Eccles. 5:1-7
Guard your steps when you go to the house of God.
Go near to listen rather than to offer the
sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do
wrong.
Do not be quick with your mouth,
do not be hasty in your heart
to utter anything before God.
God is in heaven
and you are on earth,
so let your words be few.
As a dream comes when there are many cares,
so the speech of a fool when there are many
words.

J

When you make a vow to God, do not delay in
fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools;
fulfill your vow.
It is better not to vow than to
make a vow and not fulfill it. Do not let your
mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the
temple messenger, "My vow was a mistake." Why
should God be angry at what you say and destroy the
work of your hands? Much dreaming and many words
are meaningless. Therefore stand in awe of God.
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Hebrews 10:25
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Not forsaking our own assembling together, as is
the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and
all the more, as you see the day drawing near .

l

Saying good-by and expressing her appreciation for
the fellowship they had enjoyed, the German lady,
remarking upon how her soul had been fed, asked,
"Brudder, to vat denomination do you belong?"
With a twinkle in his eyes Harry said, "I belong to
the same denomination that David did."
"Vat vas dat?" she inquired. "I did not know he
belonged to any."
"David says," he replied, "'I am a companion of all
them that fear Thee and keep Thy precepts.'"
"Ya, Ya! Dat iss a vine denomination to belong to."
p. 132
Ordained of the Lord: A Biography of H. A. Ironside
by E. Schuyler English
Many find themselves fleeing to the house of God in a
time of suffering and great adversity, endeavoring in
the process to try to find answers to their dilemma.
In the first verse, then, we have looked at the first
four k.~ ~s in:
Joseph, Jordan,

v. 2

J~ho,

and Bethe+

It went on from Bethe] (that js, I.p zl , crossed
over to the territory of the Arkites in Ataroth,

5. The fifth word is the word LUZ, and that word
means "to bend or to bend aside," "to turn awax ," "to
depart.
I

..-

Many times suffering causes us to turn away, and we bend
but we don't break. We turn away and depart in our
resistance.

J
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We see this in the rich young ruler in Mark 10:22
But at these words his face fell, and he went away
grieved, for he was one who owned much property.
FELIX and DRUSILLA trembled as the apostle Paul spoke to
them about righteousness, self-control, and judgment .
AGRIPPA and BERNICE, likewise, turned away to their own
d oom in their cynical response to Paul's witness:
"Are you trying in these few words to make me a
Christian?"
Suffering can either make us BITTER OR BETTER. If we
BEND and BREAK, we're going to be BETTER because God
uses broken things for His glory.

)

6. The sixth key word is ARKITES . This word means
"length or length of days." When a person is suffering,
the big question is always, "How long, O Lord, will this
last?"
I am reminded of an old Negro fellow who was asked what
his favorite verse in the Bible was, and he said, "And
ll ~e tQ P!l-Ss." And someone said, "Well, why is that
your favorite verse?" And he said, "When I face
suffering and trouble, I just turn to my verse and know
that trouble has not come to stay--it has come to pass . "
~

---........--~----

~-~~.._

When one is suffering, the thoughts are also of the
l engt h of time remaining in life here on earth. It is a
t ime of inventory and wondering whether or not this is
the last time we will be in the crucible of suffering
before we meet the Lord face to face .
We begin v iewing eternity from a different perspective.

Skov- ~~+~ view
QV-t.
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Romans 8:18
For I consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
that is to be revealed to us.
Romans 13:11ff
And this do, knowing the time, that it is already
the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now
salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.
The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand.
Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and
put on the armor of light. Let us behave properly
as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness,
not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in
strife and jealousy.
Proverbs 27:1

)

Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know
what a day may bring forth.
2 Cor. 6: 2

For He says,
"At the acceptable time I listened to you,
And on the day of salvation I helped you";
behold, now is "the acceptable time," behold, now
is "the day of salvation";

7. Our seventh word is the word ATAROTH. This
word occurs twice in the passage, once here under the
listing with Joseph and also under the listing with
Ephraim.
The word means "crowns." Have you been to the place of
crowns, whereas a result of the suffering in your life
has brought forth good fruit and you have begun to sing
"King of my life, I crown thee now,
Thine shall the glory be . "

J
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v. 3

descended we stwa r d to t he t err jtgr y p f t he

Japhletites as far as the reg ion of Lower Beth
Horon and on to Geze;;., ending at the sea.
8. Our eighth word is the word JAPHLETITES, which
interestingly enough means "whom God frees . "
John 8:32
And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall
set you free.

)

I've heard that soon after a baby elephant is born,
the animal trainer will chain him to a sturdy tree. The
baby elephant will do all he can to get free, pulling
and pulling on the chain until he is worn out. Finally
he will begin to walk in a slow circle around that tree.
Over time, the elephant will continue testing his
chain- - but with decreasing persistence: just a tug on
chain, and then he gives up and begins walking around and
around the tree. Eventually the elephant becomes so
conditioned to his chain that the trainer no longer
attaches it to the tree. He simply drops the chain on
the ground--and the elephant will circle hour upon hour
around that chain. The elephant is free to go anywhere--and
he doesn't even know it. He's enslaved by the chains of
the past.
We're so much like that elephant: we're completely
free in Christ, yet we're enslaved by the chains of the
past. There's an adventure waiting for us--but we
prefer the same old familiar path, even though it only
leads us around and around in safe, secure, unproductive
circles.
pp. 168-169
The Healing Choice by Ron Lee Davis
What a joy it is when the suffering is past to see the
prison doors opened, the shackles drop, and we are set
free to yield the peaceful fruit of righteousness.

J
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9.

Our ninth word is the word BETH HORON.

There are two references to Beth Horen in our study:
t he upper and the lower towns.
The meaning of this phrase is "the place of the hollow"
or "of the hollow way."
I immediately thought of Genesis 32 in this regard:
Genesis 32:24ff

)

And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man
with him until the breaking of the day.
And when he saw
that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow
of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of
joint, as he wrestled with him.
And he said, Let me go,
for the day breaketh . And he said, I will not let thee
go, except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is
thy name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name
shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a
prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast
prevailed . And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I
pray thee, thy name.
And he said, Wherefore is it that
thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there.
And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I
have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.
And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and
he limped upon his thigh.
Therefore the children of
Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon
the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he
touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that
shrank.
Sometimes God has to touch us physically in order to get
us to respond spiritually.
10. The tenth key word in this first section is
the word GEZER.
Gezer means "a place cut off" or "a precipice."

J
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John 15:1,2
I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He
takes away; and every branch that bears fruit , He
prunes it, that it may bear more fruit.
Romans 2:28,29
For he is not a Jew who is
is circumcision that which
but he is a Jew who is one
cision is that which is of
Spirit, not by the letter ;
from men, but from God.

)

one outwardly; neither
is outward in the flesh;
inwardly; and circumthe heart, by the
and his praise is not

One cold, misty day
When I was nine years old
I walked hand-in-hand
Through a wooded forest
With my strong, gentle father.
"Listen to the stillness," he whispered.
"Stillness makes beautiful music."
Suddenly he pointed to a tiny bird
Perched on a limb of a bending tree .
"The bird doesn't know we're here
But he's singing his heart out."
Then smiling down at me he asked
"Could you sing in the rain
If nobody heard you but God?"
Lord, though many years have passed
Since I walked with my father
I have never forgotten his question.
Today I am alone-Yet not alone, for YOU are here.
Though my heart is grief-drenched
I know You are worthy of praise.
Help me , please help me
To sing my feeble song in the rain
Though nobody hears but You.
p . 71
Lord, It Keeps Happening ... and Happening
by Ruth Harms Calkin

)

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

-22-

v. 4

So Manasseh and Ep hraim. the descendants of
Jos eph re c ei y ed their inheritance.

You will notice in this fourth verse that Manasseh is
listed first. This is the genealogical way to list them
Eecause Manasseh is the oldest and Ephraim the youngest .
Manasseh means "one who forgets , "
Genesis 41 : 51
Joseph named his first-born Manasseh and said,
"It is because God has made me forget all my
trouble and all my father's household."
We will be treating the inheritance of the other half of
the tribe of Manasseh in chap. 17. The other half of
the tribe of Manasseh has already received their
inheritance on the east side of the river.

)

)

A wonderful lot was that of Joseph, beginning at
Jordan, the river of death, up to Bethel, which means
"the house of God." Then the portion of Ephraim comes
first. Ephraim with the blessed inheritance to be
"doubly fruitful" (the meaning of Ephraim) fails. "They
drove not out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer."
Josephus, the Jewish historian, remarks on this: They
grew effeminate as to fighting any more against their
enemies, but applied themselves to the cultivation of
the land, which producing them great plenty and riches,
they indulged in luxury and pleasure." No doubt this
tradition is correct. How this has been repeated in
Christendom! What Ephraim became, joined to idols, we
read in the Prophet Hosea.
p. 44
The Annotated Bible - Vol . II by Arno C. Gaebelein
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I.
II.

THE ALLOTMENT FOR JOSEPH - chap. 16:1-4
THE INHERITANCE FOR EPHRAIM - chap. 16:5-9

We come now to the second division of our chapter.
We move from the overview allotment for Joseph to the
specifics now: the inheritance for his two sons who
take his place among the twelve tribes.
In Genesis 48 Jacob put the younger ahead of the older,
and so now we consider in these verses:
the inheritance
of Ephraim.

v. 5

This was the territory of Ep hraim, clan b y clan:
The boundary of their inheritance went from
Ataroth Addar in the east to Up per Beth Horon
1.

)

Our first key word is the word EPHRAIM .

Ephraim means "double land" or "twin land."
Genesis 41:52
Joseph calls his second son Ephraim, and then
says, "Because he has been fruitful in the land
of my suffering."
I thought of 1 Peter 1:6,7
In this you greatly rejoice, even though now
for a little while, if necessary, you have been
distressed by various trials, that the proof of
your faith, being more precious than gold which
is perishable, even though tested by fire, may
be found to result in praise and glory and honor
at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

J

I guess you could say of Ephraim that it is possible to
"dQ.uble x.our E_leasure" with a proper response to the
suffering that God allows in your life, so you can
actually turn it around and become fruitful in the land
of your suffering.
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I am given something else.

A new song inside.

I have a piece of china ,
a pretty porcelain vase.
It holds such lovely flowers,
captures everybody's gaze.
But fragile things do slip and fall
as everybody knows,
and when that vase came crashing down,
those tears began to flow.
My life was just like china,
a lovely thing to me.
Full of porcelain promises
of all that I might be.
But fragile things do slip and fall
as everybody knows,
and when my life came crashing down,
those tears began to flow.

)

But don't we all cry when pretty things get broken?
Don't we all sigh at such an awful loss?
But Jesus will dry your tears as He has spoken,
'cause He was the one broken on the cross.
Now Jesus is no porcelain prince,
His promises won't break.
His holy Word holds fast and sure,
His love no one can shake.
So if your life is shattered
by sorrow, pain, or sin,
His healing love will reach right down
and make you whole again.
p. 159-160
Choices Changes by Joni Eareckson Tada
You will notice now in the 5th verse that the word is no
longer "allotment" but "inheritance"--a sovereign
arrangement the Lord has chosen to give to Ephraim their
inheritance. Of course, Joshua has a deep interest in
this since this is his home tribe.

)
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2.
The second word under Ephraim is the word
ATAROTH ADDAR. This word means "crowns of Addar" or
"crowns of honor," crowns that are great and glorious .
Faithfulness in the school of suffering allows us to
look forward to the crowns which shall be ours.
James 1:1 2
Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial, for
once he has been approved, he will receive the
crown of life which the Lord has promised to those
who love Him .
2 Timothy 4:8
In the future there is laid up for me the crown
of righteousness which the Lord the righteous
judge will award to me on that day, and not only
to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.

)

There are several other crowns that are given that are
crowns of honor, given as a result of faithfulness in
living here on the earth .

The third word is BETH HORON. We already
3.
saw that earlier in the passage as "the place of the
hollow" or "the hollow way." It is the place of
chastening as the Father must deal with us in a physical
way when we fail to respond spiritually.

v. 6

and continued to the sea.
From Micmethath on
the north it cury ed eastward to Taanath Shil o h ,
p assing b y it to Janoah on the east.

4.
Our fourth word is MICMETHATH which means
"hiding place . "

J
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Matt. 23: 3 7

o

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent to her! How often
I wanted to gather your children together, the
way a hen gathers her chicks unders her wings, and
you were unwilling.

Psalm 27:5
For in the day of trouble
he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle
and set me high upon a rock.
The hymnwriter says it well :

)

He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock
That shadows a dry, thirsty land;
He hideth my life in the depths of His love
And covers me there with His hand,
And covers me there with His hand.

5.

The fifth word under Ephraim is TAANATH SHILOH.

This word means "approach to Shiloh," and Shiloh means
"tranquility" or "rest . "
We can say that this is the approach to rest or
tranquility.
Genesis 49:10
The scepter will not depart from Judah,
Nor the ruler's staff from between his feet,
Until He comes to whom it belongs,
And the obedience of the nations is His.

J
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Matt. 11:28-30
Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and
learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart;
and you shall find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and My load is light.
Hebrews 4:1,3
Therefore, let us fear lest, while a promise
remains of entering His rest, any one of you should
seem to have come short of it.
For we who have believed enter that rest; just as
He has said,
"As I swore in My wrath,
They shall not enter My rest,"
although His works were finished from the
foundation of the world.

)

Hebrews 4:9-11
There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the
people of God. For the one who has entered His
rest has himself also rested from his works, as God
did from His. Let us therefore be diligent to
enter that rest, lest anyone fall through following
the same example of disobedience.

Jesus, I am resting, resting In the joy of what Thou art;
I am finding out the greatness Of Thy loving heart.
Thou hast bid me gaze upon Thee, And Thy beauty fills my
soul,
For by Thy transforming power, Thou has made me whole.
Jesus, I am resting, resting In the joy of what Thou art;
I am finding out the greatness Of Thy loving heart.

J

Ever lift Thy face upon me As I work and wait for Thee;
Resting 'neath Thy smile, Lord Jesus, Earth's dark shadows
flee.
Brightness of my Father's glory, Sunshine of my Father's
face,
Keep me ever trusting, resting, Fill me with Thy grace.
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6.
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The sixth word is JANOAH, and Janoah means "rest."

Whereas in Taanath Shiloh we are approaching to
tranquility or rest, in Janoah we hav e entered that
rest . We have r esponded to the invitation to rest in
His loving arms during the trauma and trials of our
lives.

v. 7

Th en j t wen t down from .Janoah to Ataroth and
Naarah, touched Jericho and came out at the Jordan.
7.

The seventh word is ATAROTH and means "crowns."

We've already considered this word under the listings
with Joseph and now it occurs once again .
Rev. 4:10,11

)

the twenty - four elders will fall down before Him
who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who
lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns
before the throne, saying, "Worthy art Thou, our
Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and
power; for Thou didst create all things, and
because of Thy will they existed, and were
created."
8. The eight word is NAARAH, and it means "a girl"
or "a hand maid," "a servant."
When I think of a servant, I think of Jesus Christ in
John 13 who, coming into the upper room less than 24
hours before He is going to be suffering and hanging on
a cross, He finds some proud hearts and dirty feet; and
demonstrates His godliness by taking a towel and a
bucket, and as a servant begins to wash the disciples'
feet.

J
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One of the greatest therapies to find a solution to
suffering is to serve. When we serve in the midst of
our suffering, we only discover how minute our problems
are in comparison to others, and what a joy for us
because we have been faithful as servants to suffer to
hear "Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Enter
into the joys that I have prepared for you."

v. 8

Fro m Ta ppuab the border went west to the Kanah
Ravine and ended at the sea. This was the inheritance of the tribe of the Ep hraimites. clan b y

-

cl an ,

9. The ninth word is the word TAPPUAH, and it
means "a place fruitful in apples . "
Naturally, we think of John 15:16

)

You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you,
and ordained you that you should go and bring
forth much fruit.

Herein is my Father glorified, that you bear much
fruit .
God expects to find fruit from the suffering that is
endured in our lives. If we rightly relate to the
circumstances that create the suffering, God will indeed
get the glory. There will be growth, and we will bear
fruit.
One is also reminded of Galat i ans 5:22,23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there
is no law.

J
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10. The tenth and final word under Ephraim is the
KANAH RAVINE.
Kanah means "a place of reeds . "
Exodus 2:1-10
Now a man from the house of Levi married a
Levite woman, and she became pregnant and gave
birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine
child, she hid him for three months. But when she
could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket
for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she
placed the child in it and put it among the reeds
along the bank of the Nile.
His sister stood at a
distance to see what would happen to him.
Then P~araoh's daughter went down to the Nile
to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the
river bank. She saw the basket among the reeds and
sent her slave girl to get it. She opened it and
saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry
for him.
"This is one of the Hebrew babies," she
said.
Then his sister asked Pharaoh's daughter,
"Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to
nurse the baby for you?"
"Yes, go," she answered.
And the girl went
and got the baby's mother.
Pharaoh's daughter said
to her, "Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I
will pay you." So the woman took the baby and
nursed him. When the child grew older, she took
him to Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son.
She named him Moses, saying, "I drew him out of the
water."

)

In this situation we learned that in the midst of
suffering at the place of the reeds, we learn to turn
--;=loose and trust.

~

~

~

This is the ultimate of all suffering: when we are going
through difficulty we do not understand and trauma
that's beyond us, it is necessary for us in order to get
the greatest benefit from the suffering to learn to turn
loose and trust Him.

J
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We have been pursuing the concepts of suffering in the
ten words that were listed in the first four verses with
Joseph, and the ten words that were listed in verses
5-9 with Ephraim.

v. 9

It also included all the towns and their y illag es
that were set asj de for the E.Qfil;;_aimites within the
inheri tap ce q f the Manassites.

Ephraim wa$ bounded on the west by the tribe of Dan, and
on the south by Benjamin and Dan, and on the east with
the Jordan, and in the north with the half tribe of
Manasseh.
The inheritance itself was 38 miles east and west and
20 miles north and south. This is the inheritance of
Ephraim.

)

I.
II.
III.

v.10

THE ALLOTMENT FOR JOSEPH - 16:1-4
THE INHERITANCE FOR EPHRAIM - 16:5-9
THE COMPROMISE - 16:10

Th ey d id not dislodge the Canaanites Ji y jpg jp
Ge z e r; to this day the C4paan.i;t,es Ji y e amo p g the
people of Ephraim but are req uired to do forced
labor.

Gezer means "a place cut off" or "a precipice." And it
is certainly going to be that to the Ephraimites
because of their costly compromise.
The seed of the future was here at the beginning.
will tragically unfold in the book of Judges.
We can call this verse "THE COMPROMISE THAT COSTS . "

_)

It
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Deut . 7:1-5
When the Lord your God brings you into the
land you are entering to possess and drives out
before you many nations--the Hittites, Girgashites,
Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than
you--and when the Lord your God has delivered them
over to you and you have defeated them, then you
must destroy them totally. Make no treaty with
them, and show them no mercy. Do not intermarry
with them. Do not give your daughters to their
sons or take their daughters for your sons, for
they will turn your sons away from following me to
serve other gods, and the Lord's anger will burn
against you and will quickly destroy you. This is
what you are to do to them: Break down their
altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down their
Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire.
Deut. 7:6

)

For you are a people holy to the Lord your God.
The Lord your God has chosen you out of all the
peoples on the face of the earth to be his
people, his treasured possession.
1. The tribe of Ephraim (16:4-10). Located
immediately north of the territory to be assigned to Dan
and Benjamin, Ephraim's allotment stretched from the
Jordan to the Mediterranean.
It included the sites of
some of Joshua's battles, as well as Shiloh, where the
tabernacle would remain for some 300 years. To
encourage unity, some of Ephraim's cities were located
in the territory of Manasseh.
But the men of Ephraim, like those of Judah, did
not completely drive out the Canaanites from their
region. Motivated by a materialistic attitude, they
chose to put the Canaanites under tribute to gain
additional wealth. And that proved to be a fatal
mistake . For in later centuries, in the time of the
Judges, the arrangement was reversed as the Canaanites
rose up and enslaved the Israelites.
In addition to the historical lesson there is a
spiritual principle here.
It is all too easy to
tolerate and excuse some pet sin in our lives, only to
wake up someday to the grim realization that it has
.risen up to possess us and drive us to spiritual defeat.
It Eays to deal with sin decisively and harshly.
p. 108
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell
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CONCLUSION:
What are the lessons that we can learn from this 16th
chapter?
LESSON #1: It is part of God's program for development
and growth to include suffering.

LESSON #2: Are you endeavoring to be fruitful in the
land of your suffering?

LESSON #3: God sometimes has to touch us physically
to get us to respond spiritually.

LESSON #4: The heavenly Father makes provision for a
shelter in the time of storm.

)
LESSON #5:

Have you entered into His rest?

LESSON #6: A cure for suffering comes with learning
to be a servant.

LESSON #7: Are you involved in a compromise that is
going to cost you in the future?

LESSON #8:

Are you bearing fruit for the glory of God?

LESSON #9: Have you been set free from your anxiety
and concerns in the midst of your suffering?

)
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LESSON #10: Have you learned to turn loose and trust
in the heat of the traumatic.

)

How do I explain the last 2,000 years? I cannot.
But I know this: the real issue is not the secular
history of this period.
Nor is it the "Jewishness" of
those who believe. The issue is Jesus.
Is He or is He
not God's anointed? Is He who He says He is? Is He or
is He not the Messiah?
I thank God that His Word is true and that it has
set me free.
I praise God that I may read the old
covenant and the new covenant and recognize the one
Author.
I rejoice that the warnings of Deuteronomy have
become clear to me and that I have been able to choose
life. I soar in my spirit as I press on toward the mark
of His high calling in my life.
God is! The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is.
The Messiah is. Jesus is the Messiah. Oh, the freedom
that wells up in me.
I need not dance to the drumbeats
of "custom" or of "tradition" or of "old hatred" or of
"fear . " My God reigns! And in Him I live and move and
have my being.
How do I contain the power and the reality of these
truths? They pour from every fibre of my being. This
is the good news that awaits all who seek to find and
know God!
pp. 118-119
Betrayed! by Stan Telchin
An explosion took place in my life. My eyes saw.
My ears heard. My horizons expanded. My perceptions
increased . My joy reached new heights. And I developed
a voracious appetite for God's Word.
p. 120
Betrayed! by Stan Telchin

J
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