STUDY NUMBER TWENTY-THREE - Joshua 23:1-16

23

)

After a long time had passed and
the LORD had given Israel rest
from all their enemies around them,
Joshua, by then old and well advanced in
years, 2summoned all Israel-their elders,
leaders, judges and officials-and said to
them: " I am old and well advanced in
years. lYou yourselves have seen everything the LORD your God has done to all
these nations for your sake; it was the
LORD your God who fought for you.
'Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of
the nations that remain-the nations I
conquered- between the Jordan and the
Great Sea~ in the west. SThe LORD your
God himself will drive them out of your
way. He will push them out before you,
and you will take possession of th eir
land, as the LORD your God promised
you .
h"Be very strong; be careful to obey all
that is written in th<> Book of the Law of
Moses, without turning aside to the right
or to th<> left. 7 Do not associate with these
nations that remain among you; do not
invoke the names of their gods or swear
by them . You must not serve them or
bow down to them . BBut you are to hold
fast to the LoRD your God, as you have
until now.
9"The LoRD has driven out before you
great and powerful nations; to this day
no one has been able to withs tand you .

•O()ne of you routs a thousand , because
the LORD your God fights for you, just as
he promised. nso be very careful to love
the LORD your God.
12"But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations
that remain among you and if you intermarry with them and associate with
them , •lthen you may be sure that the
LORD your God will no longer drive out
these nations before you. Instead , they
will become snares and traps for you,
whips on your backs and thorns in your
eyes, until you perish from this good
land, which the LoRD your God has given
you.
H"Now I am about to go the way of all
the earth . You know with all your heart
and soul that not one of all the good
promises the LORD your God gave you
has failed . Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed. 1ssut just as
every good promise of th e LORD your God
has come true, so the LORD will bring on
you all the evil he has threatened, until
he has destroyed you from this good land
he has given you. 16lf you violate the cov.enant cf the LORD your God, which he
commanded you, and go and serve other
gods and bow down to them, the LoRo's
anger will burn against you, and you will
quickly perish from the good land he has
given you."
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STUDY NUMBER TWENTY-THREE - Joshua 23 : 1-16
INTRODUCTION:

)

)

Few Christians have encountered fiercer or more
sustained opposition than the eighteenth-century
evangelist George Whitefield. Whitefield, rather than
John Wesley or any other eighteenth-century leader, was
the central figure in the great evangelical awakening in
Britain and North America. As a young Anglican
clergyman, he often preached to crowds of over fifty
thousand people in the open air--without microphones and
loudspeakers.
Benjamin Franklin (who eventually became his
American publisher), doubting that the feat was
possible, attended a meeting to assess the matter as
accurately as he could. He concluded that it was indeed
possible due to Whitefield's extraordinary vocal powers,
his clear enunciation and the total silence that often
prevailed while he preached. His hearers were not only
spellbound but often brought under such conviction of
sin that whole multitudes would weep. And it was by
Whitefield that an initially fearful John Wesley was
introduced to open-air preaching.
Opposition came early, principally from godless
ministers of the gospel . Most Anglican churches were
eventually closed to him. Three principles seemed to
guide him in dealing with it: never to reply to his
critics, wherever possible to avoid engaging in
controversy and never to stop proclaiming the whole
truth of the gospel.
When churches closed their doors to him he preached
to much larger crowds out-of-doors. He would
courteously request permission to use the local church
wherever he was, preaching in the church if permission
was given, but rejoicing in the greater opportunity when
it was not.
He had an ultimate goal: to proclaim the gospel
fully and fearlessly. That goal was to Whitefield what
building the wall was to Nehemiah. The slander and
abuse to which he was subjected never made him lose
sight of it.
He never stopped "building his wall." He preached
his last sermon as a dying man from the landing of a
Presbyterian manse in Massachusetts. The power of the
Holy Spirit gripped his listeners while the candle in
his candleholder slowly burned and went out in its
socket. He died the following day, his own life burned
out in completing the task God had given him.
pp. 73-74
Excellence in Leadership by John White
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In our study of the Book of Joshua, we now come to
chapter 23.
We have been pursuing the following outline:
I.
II.
III.

THE INVASION OF THE LAND - chaps. 1-5
THE SUBJECTION OF THE LAND - chaps. 6-12
THE DIVISION OF THE LAND - chaps. 13-22

We now come to:
IV.

THE CONCLUSION - chaps. 23 & 24

In these chapters we are going to see two addresses made
by Joshua, one in each chapter.

)

The emphasis in chap. 23 is upon SEPARATION,
and in chap. 24 on SERVICE.
2 Cor. 6:17,18
"Therefore, come out from their midst and be
separate, says the Lord.
And do not touch what is unclean;
And I will welcome you.
And I will be a father to you,
And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,
Says the Lord Almighty."
Joshua has run a long, hard race in the will of God.
And uppermost in his mind are the words of the aged
apostle John:
"Soon we shall be like him, for we shall see
him as he is."
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I feel confident that if the hymn had been written,
Joshua in these last two chapters would be singing:
"My Wonderful Lord"
I have found a deep peace that I never had known
And a joy this world could not afford
Since I yielded control of my body and soul
To my wonderful, wonderful Lord.
I desire that my life shall be ordered by Thee,
That my will be in perfect accord
With Thine own sov'reign will, Thy desires to
fulfill,
My wonderful, wonderful Lord.
All the talents I have, I have laid at Thy feet;
Thy approval shall be my reward.
Be my store great or small, I surrender it all
To my wonderful, wonderful Lord.

)

Thou are fairer to me than the fairest of earth,
Thou omnipotent, life-giving Word.
O Thou Ancient of Days, Thou art worthy all praise,
My wonderful, wonderful Lord.
My wonderful Lord, my wonderful Lord,
By angels and seraphs in heaven adored!
I bow at Thy shrine, my Saviour divine,
My wonderful, wonderful Lord.
I feel as Joshua comes before us on this occasion he is
glowing with the presence of God.
I see Joshua like his
master many years before:
Exodus 34:29,30
When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the
two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he was
not aware that his face was radiant because he had
spoken with the Lord. When Aaron and all the
Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and
they were afraid to come near him.

)
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2 Co r. 3: 1 8
But we all, with unv eiled face beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory,
just as from the Lord, the Spirit .
So, here is Joshua, the four-star general, the great
military man, distinguished and walking with a dignity,
actually glowing with the presence of God upon his face.
It would be good for us to outline the chapter before we
actually begin to dig in.
I see Joshua's speech as hav ing four major points:
~

I.

)

THE WAITING GOD - v erses 1-5
A.

THE PRELIMINARIES - verses 1 & 2

B.

THE PAST - verses 3 & 4

C.

THE PRESENT - verse 5

II.

THE WAX, TO WIN - verses 6-11

III.

THE WARNING - verses 12 & 13

IV .

THE WRAP-UP - verses 14-16

There is one thing that really stands out in this
speech, and that is, the focus of Joshua's whole life is
the Lo rd his God.

)
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Matt. 6:21
For where your treasure is, there will your heart
be also.
Colossians 3:11b
Christ is all and in all.
Philippians 3:7,8
But whatever things were gain to me, those things I
have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More
than that, I count all things to be loss in view of
the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all
things, and count them but rubbish in order that I
may gain Christ,

)

The little phrase "the Lord your God" occurs 12
times in this chapter.
The word "Lord" occurs 16 times, and
the word s "Lord + He and Himself" occur 24 times in
this chapter.

I.

THE WAI TING GOD - verses 1-5

God is waiting to do now what He has done in the past.
v. 1

After a long time hadp asp e ~and the Lord h ad_
g iven Israel rest from all their enemies around
t hem
.T95h pa
y ears

b y t h ep q l d a p d wg l 1 a d y a pqgd j p

The little phrase "after a long time" helps us realiz e
that the children of Israel have had some good years in
the land.

)
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nasn't gotten any younger, fo r.
i
"old and well advanced in

)

)

Matt. Henry: Note, it it good for those who are old and
stricken in years, to be put in remembrance of their
being so. Some have gray hairs here and there upon them
and perceive it not. Hos. vii. 9; they do not care to
think of it, and therefore need to be told of it, that
they may be quickened to do the work of life, and make
preparation for death which is coming on them apace.-All people, but especially old people, should set
themselves to do quickly that which must be done before
they die, lest death prevent them.
The same, on Deut. xviii. 2: Care is taken that
the priests entangle not themselves with the affairs of
this life, nor enrich themselves with the wealth of this
world; they have better things to mind,--Note, those
that have God for their inheritance, according to the
new covenant, should not be greedy of great things in
the world, neither gripe what they have, nor grasp at
more, but look upon all things present with the
indifference which becomes those that believe God to be
all-sufficient.
p. 122
Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures by
John Peter Lange

Chapter 23 of the book of Joshua brings us to a
time when more than twenty years have passed since the
Israelites entered the land of Canaan. The intensity of
that campaign, the responsibilities of leadership, and
the passing of years had all taken their toll of their
great warrior leader and left their mark on him. Now we
find that he himself has said he was old and stricken in
age. All around him he had seen people he had led into
the land of blessing settling down, apparently content ·
to share the occupation of the land with the people whom
God had commanded them to drive out.
As the time of his earthly life was drawing to a
close, Joshua sensed the danger of their compromise and
he confronted the people. He called their leader first,
and then the rank and file, to give each a farewell
message . You can picture the scene as the great old
warrior addressed his people.
p. 230
Victorious Christian Living by Alan Redpath
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v. 2

summoned all Israel--their elders, lea<le;:a . j uQg es .
•and officials--and said to them:
"I am old and..
well ady a p ced j n ya ai:.s..

You can tell that they have been in the land for some
time now because the tribes hav e organized local
governments in that they now have elders and leaders and
judges and officials .
This is a real summit meeting of all of the leaders from
the various tribes. They probably are meetin~ in Shiloh
which is just a few mi les f rom Joshua's i nh eri t ance and
is also the locat i on for the Tent of Meeting .
o ~ e pic~ure ere is a picture of elders, leaders,
'udges, and officials meeting to hear Joshua's farewell
aoaresses, the first here in chapter 23 and the second
in chapter 24.

)

Some 15 or 20 y ears...following the end of the
and distrjbutjop of the land, Joshua summoned
Israel's leaders, probably to Shiloh where the tabernacle
was located, to warn them earnestly of the dangers of
departure from Jehovah.
It was a solemn meeting--no
doubt Caleb was there, Phinehas the priest, the soldiers
of the conquest who had exchanged the sword for the
plowshare and were now heads of families, elders, and
judges.
They had come without hesitation to hear the last
words of their great chief. And the old veteran wanted
to speak on one theme--Gg d's unfailing-fa i thfu l ness to
Israel and their Qorres ppndi og res 2 onsibility to be
faithful to Him. Three times he repeated his central
message; three times he emphasized the faithfulness of
God and the responsibility of Israel, fearful they would
not hear and heed .
p. 133
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell
gon~uest
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Joshua's opening remark is an acknowledgment of the fact
that he is getting older, and the final act is being
played and the curtain is ready to come down.
"I am old
a nd well advanced in years."
We are considering THE WAITING GOD in verses 1-5.
A. is THE PRELIMINARIES - verses 1 & 2
And now that those are out of the way, we come to:
THE PAST - verses 3 & 4

B.
v. 3

vol! y rn irsel g e s h a y e §ee p e y ery thing the Lord y o p r
God h as don e to all t h gse p at jgp§ f g r y rn1t §a k e ·
it wa § th e T.ord y mir Gg d wh q f gpgh t f g r y rni,

)

You can tell his heart is in the military because here
is where he starts. He talks about something that they
have .rn, and beep ~ part !2J. It is the subjection of
the land, the battles that were fought over the seven
long, arduous years of military activity .
r i ng 'El1'a't: t ime :Bey nave wi~nesse on numerous
occasions that the Lord God had for their sake fought
for them and given them the victory.

v. 4

Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance
for y mir tr j he§ all the land of the nations that
remain--the p ations I cong uered--between the
Jordan and the Great Sea in the west.

The focus in verse 3 is upon the LORD and
in verse 4 on JOSHUA.
Whereas in verse 3 we're talking about the
SUBJECTION OF THE LAND,
in verse 4 we're talking about the DIVISION OF
THE LAND.

)

It is MILITARY in verse 3 and
OCCUPATION in verse 4.
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Whereas it is something they have SEEN in verse 3,
in verse 4 it is something they NEED TO REMEMBER .
Joshua is very graciously telling them that their
inheritance is larger than what they have presently
occupied. ii
t/ / _ /
A)
/ .
·
t/
_ ir
/ o
/+II 'Tue LP-#&aF ~
tt ~1 dY/...!" -1-ha.-r f:°'etUa.1/,.., _ . ~
v. 5

Th e Lg rd ygp r Ggd h j mseJf will dri ye them out of
your way , He will push them out before you, and
y ou will take p ossession of their land , as the
Lg rd y our God p r gmj sed ygu,

This is the key verse in Joshua's speech .
Whereas we had the PRELIMINARIES in verses 1 & 2,
and the PAST in verses 3 & 4,
we come now to the PRESENT in verse 5.

)

This is something that they haven't done yet .
part of the task that is unfinished.

It is

elieves tne nest for t e present ana the future
enem oy puEting the focus again
pon the Lord who has been so faithful in the past to do
what he has done for them, and he has not changed, and
he will do the same in the present. The picture, then,
is a picture of the waiting God. He is waiting and will
a.rive them out of your way. "He will push them out
before you and you will take possession of their land,
as tlie Lord your God promised you. V

~H~e::=~r
~~
~
·e
::===
e-~
o= encourage

God will DRIVE and PUSH, and you will TAKE .
Joshua is saying, The way we won in the past, you have
seen it, as God has intervened in our behalf and fought
for us. You need to remember that your inheritance is a
constant reminder of that, but you also need to get on
with it. This is what must be done now . What God has
done, he will do in the future, just as he has promised
you .

)
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Joshua is basically challenging the leaders, telling
them that the ball is in their court. God is just
waiting to respond to their action.

II.

THE WAY TO WIN - verses 6-11

Creath Davis in his book The Making of a Winner,
speaking about football at the University of Texas, says
the following:

)

What Coach Akers said to the team at the end
of the spring workouts turned out to be quite
prophetic. "Don't be surprised to see yourself
rated fourth, fifth or sixth in the pre-season
polls, but don't come back if you believe it."
Football teaches many principles which work in
life, as well as in athletics . Commitment,
discipline and pure old hard work are the necessary
ingredients for being a successful athlete or for
being successful in anything. For a young man
coming up I would encourage him to make up his mind
as to where he wants to go. Set your goals high
enough to stretch you and go for it. Don't give up
just because it's tough or because you feel like
quitting. Hang in there and do your best. You'll
always be glad you did.
I would encourage a young
man to be himself and to do what he knows is right.
So many times, instead of being pacesetters, we are
crowd followers.
I made my share of mistakes here.
I did some things I'm not proud of, mainly because
I thought you were supposed to do those things
growing up, but now I know that was a big lie.
It was MARK TWAIN who said, "Plan for the future because
that's where you are going to spend the rest of your
life."
Joshua is going to tell them basically, the way to win
is to "dance with the one that brung ya." There is no
need for a new game plan or to abandon principles and
practices of the past for some new program for the
present .

)
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2 Tim. 2:13
If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he
cannot deny himself.
In these next verses we've got great advice from one who
made it work.
There are~~ to Joshua's success that are spelled
out in verses 6-11:
The general in Joshua comes out again as he barks out
these nine commands to the leaders.

-

v. 6

)

-

..--.

Be yery strong; be careful t g gbey all th a t j§
written in the Book of the Law of Moses. without
turning aside to the right g r to the lef t,

COMMAND #1:

_

BE ........................
STRONG

Philippians 4:13
I am ready for anything through the strength of
the one who indwells me.
Isaiah 40:31
but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.

)
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COMMAND #2: BE CAREFUL TO OBEY ALL THAT IS WRITTEN IN
THE BOOK OF THE LAW OF MOSES, WITHOUT TURNING ASIDE
TO THE RIGHT OR TO THE LEFT.
Key #1 is "be strong."
Key #2 is "be careful to obey . "
This is such a great passage because now at the end of
Joshua's life he is telling the leaders who are going to
survive him the very things that the Lord told him way
back in the beginning--Joshua chapter 1 .
Joshua 1:6-9

)

"Be strong and courageous, because you will
lead these people to inherit the land I swore to
their forefathers to give them. Be strong and very
courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my
servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the
right or to the left, that you may be successful
wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law
depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and
night, so that you may be careful to do everything
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go . "
2 Timothy 2:1,2
You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that
is in Christ Jesus. And the things which you have
heard from me in the presence of many witnesses,
these entrust to faithful men , who will be able to
teach others also.
Tim LaHaye in his book Your Temperament, Discover Its
Potential says,
A consistent feeding of one's mind upon the
Word of God produces some interesti tig results.
Consider the following revolutionary benefits :

)
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Joshua 1:8 - It makes your way prosperous and gives
success.
Psalm 1:3 - It produces fruitfulness.
Psalm 119:11 - It keeps us from sin.
John 14:21 - God reveals himself increasingly to
keepers of His Word.
John 15:3 - The Word cleanses us.
John 15:7 - The Word produces power in prayer.
John 15:11 - The Word brings joy to our hearts.
1 John 2:13,14 - The Word gives victory over the
wicked one.

)

With these transforming results from filling
our minds with God's Word, it is a tragedy that so
many Christians live a second-rate life with
feelings of insecurity, uncleanness, discontent,
anxiety and impotence. The character of our
feelings depends on the character of our thoughts,
and the sincere Christian should ask himself what
is shaping and filling my thoughts? A careful
comparison of the Spirit-filled life (Eph. 5:18-21)
with the Word-filled life (Col. 3:15-17) is
revealing. Both passages promise a song in your
heart, a thanksgiving attitude, and a submissive
spirit. A mind that is filled with and yielded to
the Word of God will produce the same effects on
the emotions as the mind filled with and yielded to
the Holy Spirit. We may legitimately conclude from
this that the filling of the Spirit and walking in
the Spirit depend upon our being filled with the
Word of God.

Life is what's coming, not what was.
There are only two things you "have to" do in life,
You "have to" die, and you "have to" live until you die.
You made up all the rest.
(Think Again by Dr. Robert Anthony)

)
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o My child, I need you for Myself. Yea, I have
purposes for thy life beyond thy present comprehension.
Yea, I have truth concerning Myself to give to thee
deeper and richer and more wonderful than thine
understanding has thus far taken in.
Open thine heart wide to Me. I will fill thee with
My Holy Spirit, and in so doing will satisfy the deepest
longings of thy soul.
p. 127
Come Away My Beloved by Frances J. Roberts
In stressing obedience, Joshua was passing on the
advice that he himself received earlier. He was told,
"Joshua if you obey, if you keep the law of God, you
will be blessed"
(see Josh. 1:7). Twenty years later,
Joshua is saying, "If you obey and keep the law of God,
you will be blessed." He is passing it on.
p. 138
This Land Is Your Land by Paul E. Toms

)

)

Two principal requirements were laid before Israel with
regard to future occupation of their territory. The first
was unqualified obedience to the Word of God (vv. 1-6).
As in the first chapter of this book, so we are again
reminded of the authority of the written Word of God.
The principles for godly activity were not to be found
in the land of Canaan, but were clearly revealed in the
book of the law of Moses (v. 6). The second qualification
for prosperity of the land involved separation (vv. 7-16).
That separation had both a negative and a positive
aspect.
Israel was to be separated from the gods of the
land (v. 7; cf. Exod. 23:13; Deut. 12:3). They were also
to remain separate from the peoples of the nations (v. 7).
The positive aspect of their separation is described in
the eighth verse. They were separated not only from the
world about them but unto their God.
p. 87
Conquest and Crisis by John J. Davis
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v. 7

Do not associate with these nations that remain
among y ou i do not invoke the names of their g ods
or swe a r h y them. You must not sery e them or
bow dowp t g theJlb

Whereas we have two POSITIVE commands in verse 6,
we have a series of NEGATIVE commands now in verse 7.
Of the nine keys to Joshua's success, we have considered
only two :
1.

Be strong.

2.

Be careful to obey.

COMMAND #3: DO NOT ASSOCIATE WITH THESE NATIONS THAT
REMAIN AMONG YOU.

)

2 Cor. 6:17
Therefore come out from their midst and be
separate, says the Lord; and do not touch what is
unclean, and I will welcome you.
Romans 12:2
And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what the will of God is, that which
is good and acceptable and perfect.
Daniel 1:8
But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the
royal food and wine, and he asked the chief
official for permission not to defile himself this
way.

)
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KEY # 4: The fourth key is seen in the nex t phrase:
DO NOT INVOKE THE NAMES OF THEIR GODS.
They are not to associate with them, and they are not to
invoke the names of their gods. They are not to be
involved with their religious idolatry.

1 John 5:21
Little children, guard yourselves from idols .
2 Cor . 6:14-16
Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what
partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or
what fellowship has light with darkness? Or what
harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a
believer in corrunon wi th an unbeliever? Or what
agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we
are the temple of the living God; just as God said,
I will dwell in them and walk among them;
And I will be their God, and they shall be My
people.

)
#5:

DO NOT SWEAR BY THEM
Elieir go s info your oatlis and corrunitments
making to others.

)

#6 :

DO NOT SERVE THEM

#7:

DO NOT BOW DOWN TO THEM
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Daniel 3:13-18
Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were
brought before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to
them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
that you do not serv e my gods or worship the image
of gold that I have set up? Now when you hear the
sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre , harp, pipes
and all kinds of music , if you are ready to fall
down and worship the image I made, very good . But
if you do not worship it, you will be thrown
immediately into a blazing furnace . Then what god
will be able to rescue you from my hand?"
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the
king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend
ourselves before you in this matter . If we are
thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve
is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us
from your hand, O king. But even if he does not,
we want you to know, o king, that we will not serve
your gods or worship the image of gold you have set
up . "

)

We have had two positive commands in verse 6,
and five negative commands in verse 7.

v. 8

But y ou are to hold fast to the Lg rd y m 1r God
ygp ha y e imt j 1 now,

as

The 8th key in this verse once again returns to the
positive:
KEY #8:

HOLD FAST TO THE LORD YOUR GOD

Hebrews 6:17-19

)

In the same way God, desiring even more to show to
the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of
His purpose, interposed with an oath, in order that
by two unchangeable things, in which i t is
impossible for God to lie, we may have strong
encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in
laying hold of the hope set before us . This hope
we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure
and steadfast and one which enters within the veil,
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1 Cor. 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in
the Lord.
This 8th verse forms a contrast to the 7th verse. The
Israelites are challenged not to conform to the nations
among them but to "hold fast the Lord your God as you
have until now . "
This is a classic illustration of AFFIRMATION.
In
essence Joshua is saying to them, Just keep going like
you have been, and everything is going to be all right .

v. 9

The Lord has dri y en out before y ou g reat and
pgwerfp l p ati g ns ; t o this day no one has been able
to withstand y ou,

)
intact

2 Chron. 32:7,8
"Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or
discouraged because of the king of Assyria and the
vast army with him, for there is a greater power
with us than with him. With him is only the arm of
flesh, but with us is the Lord our God to help us
and to fight our battles." And the people gained
confidence from what Hezekiah the king of Judah
said.
2 Cor. 2:14
But thanks be to God who always leads us in His
triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the
sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every
place.

)
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v.10

Qp e q f ~011 rrn1 t s a t h g usand, because the Lg rd
y our God fi g hts for v ou , j ust as he p romised.

Statistics are meaningless when the Lord is fighting for
them . One of them can rout a thousand when such is the
case.
We are reminded of SAMSON at this point, who was a later
judge.
In Judges 15, beginning at v erse 14 we read:
As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward
him shouting. The Spirit of the Lord came upon him
in power . The ropes on his arms became like
charred flax, and the bindings dropped from his
hands .
Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey , he
grabbed it and struck down a thousand men.

v .11

)

Sq be y ery careful to lo:ge t.he Lo :r;d :gour Gg d.

The 9th and final key to Joshua's success and the
challenge to them for their future success is:
KEY #9:

LOVE THE LORD

Whereas they are challenged in verse 8 to hold fast,
they are challenged here in verse 11 to love the Lord
your God.
In this series of commands there are 4 positive ones,
and 5 negatives ones.
The 4 positive ones are :
be strong
be careful to obey
hold fast to the Lord
love the Lord

)

11 e

he

(!fiire-r:c.-1

4 o i e'1

~\ CM~I .f,, /~/
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The negative conunands are:
do
do
do
do
do

not
not
not
not
not

associate
invoke the names of their gods
swear by them
serve them
bow down to them

It is all of these things put together that helps us in
capsule form to really understand why Joshua was such a
man used mightily by the Lord.
The way to win in the present and in the future is given
in this nine-fold challenge to the people. They should
keep the Lord ever before them, and they should guard
their hearts, for out of it comes the issues of life .

)

What a fabulous challenge this is to us as we endeavor
to strip ourse l ves down and to be fruitful and effective
for the glory of God in the remaining years we have left
i n life.

III.

THE WARNING - verses 12 & 13

Thus far in Joshua's speech he has depicted:

-

the waiting God
.
the~ to win
And now we turn to:

{j
v.12

his warnina
Rp t

j f ygp t p r p away a p d all y y mltsg l yes w jth

the survivors of these nations that remain among
y ou and if y ou intermarry with them and associate
with them,
contrast, Jes ua uses some phrases that don't sound
good at a~l. They kind of stand out like red lights on
dashboard:

)

If
if
if
if

you
you
you
you

turn away
ally yourselves
intermarry
associate
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v.13

then y ou may be sure that the Lord y our God will
no longer drive out these nat i ons before ygp
Instead, they will become snares and tra p s f QL
y ou, whip s on y our backs and thorns in y our e y es
until y ou p erish from this good land, which the
Lord your God has g i ven y ou.

The word "then" helps us to see the results of turning
away and allying themselves and intermarrying and
associating with them. You may be sure of one very
important thing, and that is, the Lord will no long e r
act in your behalf .
'~will no longer dr ive out these
nations before you . " ~"1:'t"' God.
We are reminded again of SAMSON in the lap of Delilah,
telling her everything; and we read that tragic verse in
Judges 16: 2 0

)

Then she called, "Samson, the Philistines
are upon you!"
He awoke from his sleep and thought, "I'll
go out as before and shake myself free." But
he did not know that the Lord had left him.
2 Chron. 7:14
If my people who are called by my name will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways, then will I hear from
heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal
their land.
How patient and gracious God is.
f and driving them
become snares and traps for
a nd thorns in your eyes . "

)
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There are four graphic words here that describe what's
going to happen to them when they compromise their
position and get involved with these foreign nations
that are still among them. These nations will become:
snares
traps
whips
thorns
They will be these things to you "until you perish from
this good land, which the Lord your God has given you."
2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to
repentance.

)

In her book Corrie ten Boom: Her Li fe, Her Faith ,
C. c. Carlson writes,
Corrie's theology, if you could call it that,
was useful, not theoretical. When people tried to
get her embroiled in theological differences, she
would tell about conversations she had with fellow
prisoners in the concentration camp.

)

"We were sitting around the Bible twice a day.
We didn't know what church backgrounds others had,
and it didn't interest us. We knew that we were
facing death daily.
I had many personal talks with
my fellow prisoners.
I didn't ask, What is your
opinion about predestination? I was not interested
if the other person was a pre- or a post- or
amillenarian.
I asked questions like, Do you know
that Jesus died for the sins of the whole world,
also for your sins, and that He loves you? Did you
give your heart to Him? Did you confess your sins
to Him and repent? If she said yes to such
questions, and then I saw her disappear into the
hospital where most of the patients died, or if she
went on her way to the gas chamber, then I was
happy to know that she was safe in the arms of
Jesus, who would carry her through the valley of
the shadow of death to the house of the Father.
When facing death, theology is unimportant."
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How far a rle
we arift from the vital and basic
essentials. Here Joshua has it honed down to the fact
hat they are to be strong and to be careful to obey the
wortl and not to associate with these foreigners in the
aand. The warning has been sounded.
Hebrews 2:3
How shall we escape if we neglect so great a
salvation? After it was at the first spoken
through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those
who heard,

This now brings us to:

)

IV.

THE WRAP-UP - verses 14-16

v.14

Now I am about to go the way of all the earth,
You know with all your heart and soul that not ope
of all the good promises the Lord your God ga ye
you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled;
not one has fa i led .

Jos hua knows he is getting close.
of all the earth.

He is going the way

way 0--ack. in verse 3 ne say :

"You have seen ... "
d now in verse 14· "You know, and you know it with
a 1 of your heart and soul." And what you know is:
None of the Lord's good promises failed. But they were
all fulfilled.
Negatively:
Positively:

)

none failed
every promise has been fulfilled.
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v.15

But j ust as e y ery g ood p romise of the Lord y our
Gqd h a§ qgme true, so the Lord will bring on y ou al l_
the e y il he has threatened, until he has d g5t r gye d
y ou from this g ood lansi he has g i y en y ou.

He sounds again a second warning . And that is, in view
o f all the promises that the Lord has fulfilled, the
sure result will be that the Lord will bring on you all
the e v il he has threatened until he has destroyed you
from this good land he has given you.
It is GOOD PROMISES in verse 14,
and GOOD LAND in verses 13 & 15.

v.16

)

If y ou violate the covenant of the Lord y our God,
Mhich he commanded y ou, and g o and serve other
.god§ 3pd bow down to them, the Lord's ang er will
burn a g ainst y ou, and y ou will q uickly p eri s h fr q m
the ggod land he has g i y e p y o )] , "

Every good promise has come true, and all the evil will
come true too if you violate the covenant which the Lord
your God has commanded you.
Lamentations 3 :22-2 6
Because of the Lord's great love we are not
consumed,
for his compassions nev er fail.
They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
I say to myself, "The Lord is my portion;
therefore I will wait for him . "
The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him,
to the one who seeks him;
it is good to wait quietly
for the salvation of the Lord .

)
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These closing instructions from this grand old man
of God guarantee our success in Christian living.
As we
have seen in this chapter, we are called upon to
exercise obedience, as seen in verse 6; separation, as
seen in verse 7; and love, as described in verse 11. To
carefully adhere to these biblical instructions is
indeed the guarantee of a successful Christian
experience. This is that which will enable us to live
the life that is pleasing in the Lord's sight. These
characteristics will give us the undergirding of
blessing and power that comes only from Him.
p. 140
This Land Is Your Land by Paul E. Toms

CONCLUSION:
Joshua in his speech has had four major points.
pictured:

)

1.

The waiting God

2.

The way to win

3.

The warning

4.

The wrap-up

He ha s

What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this
particular chapter:
LESSON #1: The Lord should become more precious to us
the older we get.

LESSON #2: Where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.

LESSON #3: God is waiting to do now what he has done
in the past.

)

LESSON #4: God expects us to come out from the world
and to be separate from it.
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LESSON #5: The key to Joshua's success in life is his
obedient heart to the word of God.

LESSON #6:
It is a tragedy when Ichabod, "the glory of
the Lord departed," is written over a life.

LESSON #7:
In these days of apostasy are you holding
fast and loving the Lord with all your heart.

LESSON #8:

Every promise was fulfilled, not one failed.

LESSON #9:
The focus of Joshua's whole life is the
Lord his God.

)

The hymnwriter says it well:
Ever lift Thy face upon me
As I work and wait for Thee;
Resting 'neath Thy smile, Lord Jesus,
Earth's dark shadows flee.
Brightness of my Father's glory,
Sunshine of my Father's face,
Keep me ever trusting, resting,
Fill me with Thy grace.
Jesus, I am resting, resting
In the joy of what Thou art;
I am finding out the greatness
Of Thy loving heart.
Thou hast bid me gaze upon Thee,
And Thy beauty fills my soul,
For by Thy transforming power,
Thou has made me whole.

)
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