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STUDY NUMBER TWO - Jos hua 2: 1-24 

2 Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent 
two spies from Shittim. "Go, look 

over the land," he said, "especially Jeri
cho." So they went and entered the 
house of a prostitute• named Rahab and 
stayed there. 

Z'fhe king of Jericho was told, "Look! 
Some of the Israelites have come here to
night to spy out the land." JSo the king of 
Jericho sent this message to Rahab, 
"Bring out the men who came to you and 
entered your house, because they have 
come to spy out the whole land." 

•But the woman had taken the two 
men and hidden them. She said, "Yes, 
the men came to me, but I did not know 
where they had come from. 5At dusk, 
when it was time to close the city gate, 
the men left. I don't le.now which way 
they went. Go after them quickly. You 
may catch up with them." 6(But she had 
talc.en them up to the roof and hidden 
them under the stalks of flax she had laid 
out on the roof.) 7So the men set out in 
pursuit of the spies on the road that leads 
long to them, and that you will save us 
from death ." 

H"Our lives for your lives!" the men 
assured her. "If you don't tell what we 
are doing, we will trea t you kindly and 
faithfully when the LORD gives us the 
land." 

1sso she let them down by a rope 
through the window, for the house she 
lived in was part of the city wall. 16Now 
she had said to them, "Go to the hills so 
the pursuers will not find you. Hide 
yourselves there three days until they re
turn, and then go on your way." 

JTfhe men said to her, "This oath you 
made us swear will not be binding on us 
Uunless, when we enter the land, you 
have tied this scarlet cord in the window 
through which you let us down, and un
less you have brought your father and 
mother, your brothers and all your family 
into your house. t9lf anyone goes outside 
your house into the street, his blood will 

to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as 
the pursuers had gone out, the gate was 
shut. 

•Before the spies lay down for the 
night, she went up on the roof 9and said 
to them, "I le.now that the LORD has given 
this land to you and that a great fear of 
you has fallen on us, so that all who live 
in this country are melting in fear be
cause of you. 1owe have heard how the 
LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea' 

. for you when you came out of Egypt, and 
what you did to Sihon and Og, the two 
kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, 
whom you completely destroyed.< 
11when we heard of it, our hearts sank 
and everyone's courage failed because of 
you, for the LoRD your God is God in 
heaven above and on the earth below. 
12Now then, please swear to me by the 
LORD that you will show kindness to my 
family, because I have shown kindness 
to you. Give me a sure sign IJthat you will 
spare the lives of my father and mother, 
my brothers and sisters, and all who be
be on his own head; we will not be re
sponsible. As ·for anyone who is in the 
house with you, his blood will be on our 
head if a hand is laid on him. 2osut if you 
tell what we are doing, we will be 
released from the oath you made us 
swear." 

21" Agreed," she replied . " Let it be as 
you say." So she sent them away and 
they departed. And she tied the scarlet 
cord in the window. 

22When they left, they went into the 
hills and stayed there three days, until 
the pursuers had searched all along the 
road and retur:ied without finding them. 
23Then the two men started back. They 
went down out of the hills, forded the 
river and came to Joshua son of Nun and 
told him everything that had happened 
to them. 24They said to Joshua, "The LORD 
has surely given the whole land into our 
hands; all the people are melting in fear 
because of us." 
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INTRODUCTION: 

One can almost hear the strains of that great old hymn 
" Amazing Grace" as this passage unfolds: 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 

Thro' many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 
'Tis grace hath bro't me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 

And when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease; 
I shall possess within the veil 
A life of joy and peace. 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we first begun. 

This is the story of two men and a prostitute named 
ab, whose lives demonstrate SACRIFICIAL SERVICE 
the magnitude of the grace of God . ---- - .-, .... ....--.... 

The men's names are unknown and usually that's the case 
with real servants . 
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Philippians 4:3 

Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these 
women who have contended at my side in the cause 
of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of 
my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of 
life . 

In our study of the book of Joshua, in Joshua chap . 1, 
we considered together THE COMMISSION: 

I· THE LORD SPEAKS 

2.- JOSHUA SPEAKS 

-

3. & THE TWO AND A HALF TRIBES SPEAK 

We have titled these first five chapters THE INVASION OF 
THE LAND . - ----
The Lord commanded Joshua: "Now then, you and all these 
people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the 
land I am about to give to them--to the Israelites." 

Our KEY VERSE was chap. 1:3 "I will give you every 
place where you set your-root, as I promised Moses." 

Now we come to chap. 2, and I have titled this chapter : 
THE SPYING. - Josi~C4 '1.os; Tc<~ e>vtr cl w~ le..F-J. ~ 
v. 1 Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies 

from Shittim. "Go, look over the land," he said, 
"especially Jericho." So they went and entered 
the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed 
t here, 

{Yl(!.t.Jt!, ,..,~ 

The word "then" ties us into chap. 1 where the Lord 
speaks, Joshua speaks, and the two and a half tribes 
speak . Now we are ready to move into action, and 
Joshua's first item of business is a secret mission for 
two of his very reliable men. 

Pr e pa rQ. ./,,~ 
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You will notice in the verse that this is something 
Joshua did behind the scenes. He secretly sent two 
spies from Shittim. 

He didn't make it public . 

It is interesting to note that he sent only two spies. 
Back in Numbers 13, verse lff we read: 

The Lord said to Moses, "Send some men to explore 
the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the 
Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of 
its leaders." So at the Lord's command Moses sent 
them out from the desert of Paran. All of them 
were leaders of the Israelites. 

Ten: 

Two: 

Ten: 

Two: 

Ten: 

"The land we explored devours those living in 
it" (Numbers 13: 32). 
"Do not be afraid of the people of the land, 
because we will swallow them up" (Numbers 14:9). 
"The cities are fortified and very large" 
(Numbers 13:28). 
"Their protection is gone, but the Lord is 
with us" (Numbers 14:9) . 
"All the people we saw there are of great 
size • . . . We seemed like grasshoppers in our own 
eyes, and we looked the same to them" 
(Numbers 13:32-33) . 

Two : "We should go up and take possession of the 
land, for we can certainly do it" (Numbers 13:30) . 

Ten: "We can't" (Numbers 13:31). 
Two: "We can" (Numbers 13:30). 

(cont. ) 

Minorities, since time began 
Have shown the better side of man, 
And of ten in the lists of time 
One man has made a cause sublime . 

(P. L. Dunbar) 
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The explanation of the contrasting viewpoints is 
not far to seek. Those who submitted the entirely 
negative and pessimistic majority report looked at the 
mi ht of their enemies throu h the ma nif in lass o 
~ar and unbelief. The optimistic minority gained a true 
perspectiv e through their faith in the omnipotent God who 
had already display ed His power . All twelve had seen 
exactly the same sights . The ten viewed God through the 
difficulties. The two viewed the difficulties through a 
God to whom nothing was impossible. 

Doubt sees the obstacles, 
Faith sees the way; 

Doubt sees the darksome night , 
Faith sees the day. 

Doubt dreads to take the step, 
Faith soars on high; 

Doubt whispers, "Who believes?" 
Faith answers, "I"! 

(Author Unknown) 

~;o~Ised Land Living,~Oswald Sandey on Joshua 

On this occasion Joshua sends only two. He didn't send 
twelve. 

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE DIDN'T SEND A COMMITTEE. 

These t wo 
They know 

'/uJO 

spies are willing to lay it all on the l i ne . 
that one mistake , they get caught and shot. 

w Cl~ A Cjoo J #" Wkevi If< ..; (].Cl.le£ ~-lo e j_ 
One is reminded of the spy by the name of NATHAN HALE 
who served George Washington. He was a 21 year old 
school teacher who volunteered to go behind British 
lines and collect information for George Washington 
during the Revolutionary War. When he was caught, he 
faced death. With a rope hanging around his neck, he 
said, "I only regret that I have but one life to give 
for my country." 

Ac/411-1~ /- ~ o/-1,e, 

10 I 

In a lot of ways this truly is a MISSION IMPOSSIBLE . 
These men must carefully cross a flooded river and then 
disguise themselves adequately during the daylight hours 
and get into the city without causing any alarm on the 
part of its citizens. 
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"Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from 
Shittim." 

This is the campsite ~ight,miles ~of the river and 
about fourteen miles east of Jericho. - ------

The Israelites were enc ped at Shittim, only about 
fourteen miles from Jerich . Shittim lay seven miles 
east of the Jordan River nd Jericho seven miles west of 
the Jordan. Shittim 1 in the foothills of the eastern 
edge of the Jordan V ley and is also referred to as 
Abel Shittim (Num. 3:49), which means "stream of the 
Acadia trees." e location was ideal for it la 
bet at r f owin ou he hi ls 
into the Jordan. The site has been identified as e 
al-Hammam, between the two watercourses known as Wadi 
Kufrein and Wadi Hisban. 
p. 28 
Joshua by Paul P. Enns 

Joshua's message to his two spies is very brief: 
"Go, look over the land, especially Jericho . " 

General Joshua already had it figured out that his first 
challenge in the land is going to be Jericho. He says 
nothing of the Jordan because he experienced the Red Sea 
crossing. p hi · / J b J No vo ewi UJ I +'1 rr-rdt.Ut eCLu<Se or: Red Sea . 

~ c:-- ---c- -_,.._ -:? -·c 7 

In response to this command from Joshua, the two spies 
went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab 
and stayed there. 

Sometimes the Scripture makes projects like this look so 
easy and we take for granted the price paid and the 
harrowing experience of these two men in even being able 
to get into the city of Jericho . Before they even 
arrive at the city they've got the flood stage of the 
Jordan River to contend with and a fourteen-mile trip 
overland to get there. 
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When they arrived in the city, they irrunediately went and 
entered the house of the prostitute named Rahab and they 
stayed there. I am sure this is because they wanted to 
be free of suspicion and to cover their real purpose in 
being in town. 

When the spies came to Jericho, they entered the 
house of Rahab the prostitute. This was due to several 
reasons: (1) They would at_tr,acLyery lit.tie attgpt i a p . 
Anyoneenter jpg t hat hrn1sehold would not be loakgd upon 
w j t h S1 1 sp i c i on; ( 2 ) Rahab' s house was located on the 
wall of the city and affp,£.d,e..d an easy and secretive exit J 
The spies could quickly escape from the c i ty because of 
the location of the house (cf . 2:15); (3) The outcome of 
the visit was a manifestation of the grace of God. A 
public outcast and a sinner was nonetheless one through 
whom the grace of God could be revealed. Rahab is held 
up in the New Testament as a heroine of faith (Heb. 11:31). 
Even more astonishing is the fact that Jesus Christ was 
a descendant of Rahab (Matt. 1:5). The things that are 
despised by men are used mightily by God for His glory 
(cf. 1 Cor. 1:27-29). 
p. 30 
croshua by Paul P. Enns 

Their entering the house of such a person would not 
excite so much suspicion. Moreover, the situation of 
her house against or upon the town wall was one which 
facilitated escape. But the Lord so guided the course 
of the spies, that they found in this sinner the very 
person who was the most suitable for their purpose, and 
upon whose heart the tidings of the miracles wrought by 
the living God on behalf of Israel had made such an 
impression, that she not only informed the spies of the 
despondency of the Canaanites, but, with believing 
trust in the power of the God of Israel, concealed the 
spies from all the inquiries of her country-men, though 
at the greatest risk to herself. 
p. 34 
Corrunentary on the Old Testament, Vol. 2 by C. F. Kiel 

and F. Delitzsch 
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"And they went and came into a harlot's house, 
named Rahab, and lodged there". They were Divinely 
directed to that particular house, though it is not 
likely they were personally conscious of the fact at the 
first. God's providence acts silently and secretly, by 
working in us "both to will and to do of His good 
pleasure" (Phil. 2:13). Those spies acted quite freely, 
by their own volition, yet their steps were "ordered by 
the Lord" (Psa. 37:23). The house in which they 
sheltered was owned by a harlot, named Rahab: not that 
she was still plying her evil trade, but that formerly 
she had been a woman of ill fame, the stigma of which 
still clung to her. As M. Henry pointed out, "Simon the 
leper (Matt. 26:5) though cleansed from his leprosy, 
wore the reproach of it in his name as long as he lived: 
so 'Rahab the harlot', and she is so called in the New 
Testament, where both her faith and her good works are 
praised" . 
p. 54 
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur W. Pink 

The cast of characters for the continuation of our 
story, then, is first of all: 

1. Joshua the General 

2 . The two spies whose names are not known. 

3 . Rahab the prostitute 

4 . And the supporting roles will be played by 
the King of Jericho and the men in pursuit. 

v. 2 The king of Jericho was told. "Look! Some of the 
Israelites have come here tonight to s py out the 
land." 

Somebody spotted them and sent word to the king. Their 
Canaanit~ clothe~ didn't cover something or maybe their 
accent was detected as being foreign. Perhaps it was 
the foreig~ plates on their rental ~hariot_ that got them 
into- trouble": At any rate, somebody squealed to the 
king of Jericho that there were Israelites in the city 
and they have come there to spy out the land. 
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2 Sam. 17:17ff 

Jonathan and Ahimaaz were staying at En Rogel. A 
servant girl was to go and inform them, and they 
were to go and tell King David, for they could not 
risk being seen entering the city. But a young man 
saw them and told Absalom. So the two of them left 
quickly and went to the house of a man in Bahurim. 
He had a well in his courtyard, and they climbed 
down into it . His wife took a covering and spread 
it out over the opening of the well and scattered 
grain over it. No one knew anything about it. 
When Absalom's men came to the woman at the house, 
they asked, "Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?" The 
woman answered them, "They crossed over the brook." 
The men searched but found no one, so they returned 
to Jerusalm. After the men had gone, the two 
climbed out of the well and went to inform King 
David. 

How faithful God is in the midst of a crisis to protect 
His own and to see to it that the mission is 
accomplished. Someone has said it well, that "saints 
are immortal until their work on earth is done." 

v. 3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to 
Rahab. "Bring out the men who came to y ou and 
entered y our house. because they have come to 
spy out the whole land." 

There is a message that is delivered to Rahab in the 
early evening, and it is a very serious message: "Bring 
out the men who came to you and entered your house," and 
the reason: "because they have come to spy out the whole 
land." 

Now Rahab has a tremendous decision to make. What is 
she going to do in this set of circumstances? 
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The needs be for those spies entering Jericho 
reminds one of John 4, and there are some striking 
parallels between what is recorded there and the case of 
Rahab . First, we are told of the Lord Jesus that "He 
must needs go through Samaria" (v. 4). That "must" was 
not a geographical but a moral one. From all eternity 
it had been ordained that He should go through Samaria . 
There was one of God's elect there, and though she was 
"alienated from the commonwealth of Israel", being a 
Samaritan, yet she could not be ignored: "other sheep I 
have which are not of this fold, them also I must bring" 
(John 10 : 16) declared the good Shepherd . There were 
those in Samaria whom the Father had giv en Hirn from 
before the foundation of the world, and them He must 
save. 
p. 61 
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur W. Pink 

v . 4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden 
them. She said, "Yes, the men came to me, but I 
did not know where they had come from. 

v. 5 At dusk, when it was time to close the cit:z gs,:t.~ 1 
the men lef t : J; don't know which wav the:z W~!J.:\; 1 
Go aft~.:; tll~m g)J,j.ckl:z 1 Yo!J ma:z !;a:t~ll !J.1;2 ~i tb 
:them. II 

Rahab chooses to throw her life on the line with the two 
spies whom she has hidden. 

She sends the messengers of the king of Jericho on a 
wild goose chase in telling them to go quickly because 
they may be able to catch up with them. 

It is quite obvious that Rahab tells a lie here, and 
that God does not condone the telling of a lie in His 
Word. 
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Proverbs 6:16-19 

There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are 
detestable to him: 

haughty eyes, 
a lying tongue, 
hands that shed innocent blood, 
a heart that devises wicked schemes, 
feet that are quick to rush into evil, 
a false witness who pours out lies 
and a man who stirs up dissension among 

brothers. 

Ti tus 1:12 

Even one of their own prophets have said, "Cretans 
are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons." 

Lying is a natural part of Rahab's profession. There 
have been many times that wives have unexpectedly 
appeared at her door wondering if their husbands are in 
residence and Rahab has had to use deception over and 
over again to cover their tracks. It is second nature 
to her to lie and to deceive. 

There can be no question but that Rahab lied. Her 
lie was the protection of the spies. Did therefore the 
end (protection) justify the means (lying)? The answer 
must be negative, since lying is always sin, and sin is 
never justified by God. Rahab's actions must be 
interpreted in light of the total picture. First, one 
must believe that God could have protected the spies 
without Rahab's lie. Further, the commendation of 
Rahab's words in James 2:25 is not commendation of the 
lie which she adopted in the weakness of her flesh (and 
not beyond the scope of God's forgiveness), but of the 
selfless act of doing something to help God's cause in 
defiance of her own national ties . 12 

12 Compare also the actions of the Hebrew midwives 
(Exodus 1:17 ff.) and the woman at Bahurim (II Samuel 
17:18-20). 
p. 38 
croshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen 
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To argue that the spies would certainly have 
perished if Rahab had been truthful is to ignore the 
option that God could have protected the spies in some 
other way. To excuse Rahab for indulging in a common 
practice is to condone what God condemns . Paul quoted a 
poet of Crete who said that Cretans were inveterate 
liars, and then added, "This testimony is true. For 
this cause reprove them severely that they may be sound 
in the faith." (Titus 1:3). The lie of Rahab was 
recorded but not approved . The Bible approves her faith , 
demonstrated by good works, but not her falsehood. 
pp . 19-20 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

But, it may be asked, Did not the workings of provi dence 
in the sequel go to show God approved of Rahab's policy? 
did He not give success to the same? Answer, His 
providences are no Rule for us to walk by or reason 
from: t h gpqh water fl gwe d frgm the rock whig h Mg ses 

lw~ s mote in h i s auger yet that was no p roof God a p proved 
tJ"1' g t Hj 5 5eryapt ' S qj s p Jay of ternge.r, . God indeed 

graciously overruled Rahab's conduct, yet that did not 
vindicate her . 
p. 59 
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur W. Pink 

v. 6 (But she had taken them u p to the roof and h i dden 
them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on 
the roof.) 

This verse in parenthesis describes Rahab ' s action in 
hiding the men. 

She in her career probably has hidden an awful lot of 
men in this very place. 
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In Josh 2:6 we are told that "she brought them up to the 
roof of the house and hid them with the stalks of flax, 
which she had laid in order upon the roof". As there is 
not a superfluous nor meaningless word in the 
Scriptures, why then has the Holy Spirit specified the 
particular kind of straw which Rahab used to cover and 
conceal the two spies? Now "flax" was labouriously 
gathered by the industrious women. lai d out on the flat.. 
roofs of the houses to dry . and was then used for 
s p innipg and wea y i pg. The presence of FLquantity of Lt 
"laid out" on Rahab's roq f was a p e y idepc e 5he_was pow, 
J,jyjpg a nse t p l J j f g , 

But that is not all the presence of the "flax" 
tells us. If we go to the trouble of searching our 
concordance and comparing Scripture with Scripture, we 
discover something yet more praiseworthy. In the last 
chapter of the book of Proverbs we are supplied with a 
full-length portrait of "a virtuous woman", and one of 
her features is that "she seeketh wool and flax, and 
worketh willingly with her hands"! Such we are assured 
was now the character and occupation of this outstanding 
monument of mercy . 
p . 64 
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur W. Pink 

v . 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the s p ies on the 
road that leads to the fords of the Jordan. and as 
soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was 
shut. 

Verse 7 gives us the result of Rahab's false message to 
the men who were pursuing the spies. They set out 
according to her word on the road that leads to the 
fords of the Jordan. This was a distance of about 
six or seven miles east of Jericho. 

Evidently, the spies must have gotten there late in the 
afternoon because as soon as the pursuers had gone out, 
the gate was shut. 

Maybe the gate stayed open until nine tonight because 
the stores in the mall were open late. 
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v . 8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went 
up op the r qqf 

After the gate was shut and before the spies retired for 
the night, she went up to visit with them . 

These next wonderful verses now are the STATEMENT OF 
FAITH of this godless woman. Our hearts just melt 
before the Lord as we realize REAT, GOOD, and 
GRACIOUS God is to each of us in de ' ng with us by 
means of unconditional love and grace. 

Hot.V 
In these next verses we see the development of Rahab's 
faith: 

v. 9 

In verse 9 - she believes in the PROMISE. 

In verse 10 - she believes in the POWER. 

And in verse 11 - she believes in the PREEMINENCE 
OF GOD . 

.and said to them. "I know that the Lord has giyen 
this land to you and that a great fear of you has 
fallen on us, so that all who liye in this country 
are melting in fear because of you . 

Rahab must have startled the spies by saying, "I know." 

1 J ohn 5:13 

I write these things to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God, so that you may know that 
you have eternal life. 

2 Tim. 1: 12 

That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not 
ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and 
am convinced that he is able to guard what I have 
entrusted to him for that day . 
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" I know that the Lord has given this land to you ." 

I know why you men have come, and I know that the Lord 
God of heaven and earth has given this land to you. She 
must be one who is aware of the history of the children 
of Israel and the fact that God had obligated himself 
unconditionally in the Abrahamic Covenant to give them 
the land. 

" and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that 
all who live in this country are melting in fear because 
of you . " 

The response to this knowledge has caused a great fear 
to fall upon the citizens of the country. In fact, they 
are melting in fear. 

Rahab, the harlot, is a beautiful type of the power of 
the Gospel of Grace. "By faith the harlot Rahab 
perished not with them that believed not, when she had 
received the spies with peace" (Heb. 11:31). Her faith 
she witnessed to by works. "Likewise also was not Rahab 
the harlot justified by works, when she had received the 
messengers, and had sent them out another way?" (James 2:25). 
Rahab belonged to the doomed race, the race against 
which the curse had been pronounced . In the doomed city 
she practised her vile occupation. But she heard the 
report and she believed. She confessed her faith in 
Jehovah, the God of the heaven above and of the earth 
beneath. 
p. 13 
The Annotated Bible - Vol. II by Arno C. Gaebelein 

Rahab believes the promise: " I know that the Lord has 
given this land to you." 
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v.10 ~e hay e heard how the Lord dried up the water of. 
the Red Sea for y oq when you came out of Egypt. and 
what y ou did to Sihan and Og . the two king s of the 
Amorites east of the Jordan. whom y ou comp letely 
destroyed. 

Her faith has been expressed in a God who has the power 
to open up a way in the Red Sea, and to assist his 
people in the destruction of these two kings of the 
Amorites. 

Ifie RcJ 59a 
T:bese ~~~ happened forty years earlier but they 
are still the talk of t he land. 

I not only know that the Lord is giving you this land 
but we have heard of the great thi ngs he has done to 
display his power in maki ng provision for your 
possession of this land. 

Notice: "We have heard how the LORD dried up the 
water of the Red sea for you." How long ago was this? 
That happened forty years before they arrived at the 
Jordan River! During those forty y ears God had been 
giy i pg the peop le g f Canaan an opportunity to turn to 
Hj m. How dg we know that? Because God had said to 
Abra ham. t ha t h j s seed wguld be s.,~rangers i n a fore i gn 
land for four hundred years; then in the fourth 
eneration the would come a ain because "the i n i uit 

o t rit s not et n at 
was 420 years before this. 
going to give the people of Canaan 420 years 
whether or not they would turn to Him . 

The critic declares that the God of the Old 
Testament was a great big bully, that He was cruel and 
barbaric. When God gave the people of Canaan 420 years 
to repent , in my opini on that is long enough. But God 
extended the time by forty more years and saw to it that 
they heard how He had revealed Himself by delivering His 
people from Egypt . God d i d not destroy a people that 
had not heard about Him. He gave them ample opportunity 
to turn to Himself . My question , Mr . Critic, is--how 
much longer do you think God should have given them? 
pp . 21-22 
croshua-Judges by J. Vernon McGee 
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v . 11 When we heard of it, our hearts sank and every
one's courage failed because of you. for the Lord 

God is God in heaven above and on the earth 

When we heard it forty years ago, our hearts sank and 
everyone's courage failed because of you. 

What a condemnation on the previous generation. Because 
of God's mighty works it had an effect upon the people 
in the land, so yes indeed the people who failed at 
Kadesh-Barnea to go into the land forty years ago could 
well have done it if they had just simply stepped out in 
faith . Oh how much we miss of God's blessing and 
provision for us simply because we are unwilling to 
trust Him to do great and mighty things in our lives. 

No doubt also the two men Joshua chose were men of 
strong faith like himself and Caleb, who would turn in 
an affirmative recommendation for attack despite human 
odds against them. For the object of the spies' mission 
was to determine not whether but when and how an attack 
should be made. Joshua ' s training in the ~ilderness was 
paying off every day. 
p. 37 
Joshua : Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen 

Again Rahab speaks of the dismay which has befallen her 
people in Canaan. Their heart dissolved, and there was 
no courage left with anyone. All this leads her to 
confess that the Lord , Israel's God, is a God in heaven 
above and on the earth beneath. At this point Rahab's 
words resemble those of Moses in Deut. 4:39. 
p. 72 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 

The PROMISE of faith and the POWER of faith has now led 
to this great statement - the PREEMINENCE of the Lord 
God . 
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" For the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the 
earth below." 

Hebrews 11 : 31 

By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed 
the spies, was not killed with those who were 
disobedient. 

A good many have questioned the immoral character 
of this woman Rahab and have pointed out that the word 
translated "harlot" does not necessarily mean an immoral 
woman but might mean simply a woman keeping a place of 
public entertainment, that is, an innkeeper; but the New 
Testament leaves us in no doubt as to Rahab's real 
character . She was like so many of her sinful sisters 
in that heathen land--a woman who had departed from the 
path of chastity and was living a wicked, unclean life . 
Yet God in His infinite mercy sent His messengers to 
this woman's house and brought not only deliverance to 
her own soul but to those also of her household. What a 
great salvation! 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners , 
not good people, not people who fancy they are good 
enough for God as they are, but those who are ready to 
take their place as lost sinners needing a Saviour . 

A woman went to Charles Wesley , the great hymn 
writer, and said to him, "Mr. Wesley, I have come to ask 
you to pray for me, for I am a great sinner." 

Mr. Wesley answered, "Indeed, you certainly are a 
great sinner, and I will be glad to pray for you." 

The lady exclaimed, "Who has been talking about me 
to you? I am just as good as anyone else in this 
community!" 
pp. 26-27 
Joshua, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther by H. A. Ironside 

Second, Rahab would be for all centuries to come a viv id 
example of the sinner, through whom God accomplishes His 
purposes and in whose heart He works a change . 
Concerning this latter, it is to be observed that a 
harlot is Israel's helper. Rahab the harlot is cited in 
the genealogical record of Jesus (Matt . 1:5); and James 
and the author of Hebrews commend her for her works and 
faith (James 2 : 25; Heb . 11:31) . 
p . 36 
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L . Jensen 
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HeL . ll:31 

James 2:25 

--<7 °' l '(v\ 1'<:-vt And in the same way was not Rahab the harlot also _J ~,, 

v.12 

justified by works, when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by another way? 

Now then. p lease swear to me by the Lord that you 
will show kindness to my family . because I haye 
shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 

Now then in view of the fact that the Lord has given you 
the land and that nothing can stand in His way of 
leading you to the successful occupation of it, I have a· 
request. Please swear to me by the Lord that you will 
show kindness to my family, and the reason being because 
I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign. 

Rahab, in view of the statements that she has made about 
God and the fact that she has shown kindness to these 
spies, now makes this request for her family and wants a 
sign of this to be given to her. 

v.13 tha t you will s pare the liyes of my father and 
mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who 
belong to them, and that you will save us from 
death." 

There are two things t hat really stand out in Rahab's 
testimony: 

1. God has dried up the water of the Red Sea. 

2. He has completely destroyed the Amorites. 

Because of these two things, the folks in Jericho have 
drawn two conclusions: 

1. If he dried up the Red Sea, He can dry up 
the river Jordan. 

2. If he completely destroyed the Amorites, 
He can certainly completely destroy the city 
of Jericho. 

GC)aZ

dbe J_ 
)es~(_ 

~,·J 
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Because of this, Rahab makes this request for her 
family, that they might be kept from death during the 
time of occupation. 

She receives the men, knowing the danger she 
in. She risks her life rather than give them up . 
takes every care for their safety by her prudence 

was 
She 

and 
the e xcellent advice she gives them. As the next 
section shows, she had a regard, not merely for her own 
safety, but for that of her kindred. And this is a 
proof that she had striven to a degree after better 
things. For it is well known that nothing more deadens 
men and women to the gentler impulse of our nature, 
nothing has a greater tendency to produce cruelty and 
callousness to suffering, than the systematic indulgence 
of sensual passion . 
p . 31 
The Pulpit Commentary Vol. 3 edited by H.D.M. Spence 

and Joseph s. Exell 

v.14 "Our liy es for your lives!" the men assured her. 
"If you don't tell what we are doing, we will 
treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord 
gives us the land." 

In response to Rahab's proposal, the two spies simply 
state, "Our lives for your lives!" 

Then comes the conditional statement: "If you don't 
tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and 
faithfully when the Lord gives us the land." 

Rahab, if you keep all of this operation secret, then 
when the times comes and the Lord gives us the land, we 
will treat you kindly and faithfully. 

Back in verse 9 Rahab said, "I know that the Lord has 
given this land to you." And now the two spies also 
express faith when they say, "When the Lord gives us the 
land." 

Faith is demonstrated when our IFS become WHENS. 
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Chapter 2 illustrates vividly one of the truths set 
forth in the previous chapter: God will "give" the land 
of Canaan to Israel . Rahab's confession and the spies' 
report (2:9-11, 24) demonstrate that even the mightiest 
cities will not be able to resist the power of the God 
of Israel. Another connection between the two chapters 
may be found in the note of encouragement to Joshua 
struck in both (cf. 1:7, 9, 18b). 
p. 68 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 

v.15 So she let them down by a rope through the 
window. for the house she lived in was part of 
the city wa ll. 

We read back in verse 8 before the spies lay down for 
the night she went up on the roof. Now we see that 
after their conversation, she feels it is necessary 
under the stress of the circumstances to get the spies 
out of the city immediately. 

"So she let them down by a rope through the window, for 
the house she lived in was part of the city wall . " 

1 Samuel 19 : 11-13 

Saul sent men to David's house to watch it and to 
kill him in the morning. But Michal, David's wife, 
warned him, "If you don't run for your life 
tonight, tomorrow you will be killed . " So Michal 
let David down through a window, and he fled and 
escaped. Then Michal took an idol and laid it on 
the bed, covering it with a garment and putting 
some goats' hair at the head . 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

) 

) 

-21-

Acts 9:23-25 

After many days had gone by, the Jews conspired to 
kill him, but Saul learned of their plan. Day and 
night they kept close watch on the city gates in 
order to kill him . But his followers took him by 
night and lowered him in a basket through an 
opening in the wall. 

In the first part of verse 15 we see the result of their 
agreement: "so she let them down by a rope through the 
window, " and then we see a statement of the reason: 
"for the house she lived in was part of the city wall." 

v.16 Now she had said to them. "Go to the hills so the 
pursuers will not find you. Hide y ourse lves t here 
three day s until they return, and then go on yrnir wal'-!,' 

Before she lets them down, she gives them some advice 
about going west into the hills while the pursuers are 
going east to the river. "Hide yourselves there three 
days until they return, and then go on your way." 

v.17 The men said to her, "This oath you made us swear 
will not be binding on us 

v.18 unless when we enter the land, you have tied this 
scarlet cord in the window through which y ou l et 
us down and unless y ou have brought your fath e r 
and mother, your brothers and all your fam j l y i nto 
y our house. 

v.19 If an one goes outside our house into t 
his e on his own head· we will not be 
responsible . As for any one who is in the house 
with you. his blood will be on our head if a hand 
is laid on him. 

v . 20 But if y ou tell what we are doing . we will be 
released frgm the oath y ou made us swear ." 
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The final instructions of the spies to Rahab are the 
conditions involved in her safety, as well as that of 
her family. There are two conditions: 

1. The scarlet cord in the window. 

2. Stay inside the shelter. 

The other condition is: "If you tell what we are doing, 
we will be released from the oath you made us swear . " 

The first condition was , that when the town was taken 
Rahab should make her house known to the Israelites, by 
binding "the cord of this crimson thread," i.e . this 
cord made of cri mson thread, in the window from which 
she had let them down . 
p. 38 
Commentary on the Old Testament, Vol. 2 by C. F. Kiel 

and F. Delitzsch 

She is to tie this scarlet cord in the window, and to 
make sure that those whom she hopes to include in this 
agreement will be with her in the house. The whole 
conversation reflects the expectation that the city will 
be taken by force, that breaches will be made and houses 
destroyed and taken in combat. If, as we suggest, the 
conversation takes place before the actual letting down 
through the window, then "this" cord must refer to one 
which the men whg p r gbably came p rep ared for vari ous 
e y e pt pa l j ti g s had hrrniah t with them , 
p. 75 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 

v.21 "Agreed. " she replied. "Let it be as you say ." 
So she sent them away and they departed. And she 
tied the scarlet cord in the window. 
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She agreed with their oath and said to let it be as they 
had said. The result of that: "She sent them away and 
they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the 
window." She put it out there immediately. She wanted 
to be ready . 

Proverbs 27:1 

Boast not thyself of tomorrow, for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth. 

Amos 4:12 

Prepare to meet your God. 

Romans 13:11,12 

And do this, understanding the present time. The 
hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, 
because our salvation is nearer now than when we 
first believed. The night is nearly over; the day 
is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the armor of light. 

2 Cor. 6:1,2 

As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive 
God's grace in vain. For he says, "In the time of 
my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I 
helped you." I tell you, now is the time of God's 
favor, now is the day of salvation. 

On Rahab's acceptance of the conditions, the spies 
departed into the wilds of the nearby mountain, while 
she lost no time in binding the scarlet thread in the 
window, sealing her deliverance. What a beautiful 
picture of the believer's salvation, very much like the 
earlier experience of the Israelites in Egypt, when God 
said to them, "When I see the blood, I will pass over 
you" (Exodus 12:13). When Joshua's army saw the scarlet 
thread, they would spare the lives of all in the house. 
p. 39 
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen 
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It is not hard to imagine Rahab hurrying to gather 
her family in her house on the city wall. The door of 
her house was a door to safety from the judgment soon to 
fall on Jericho. 

In the days of Noah, there was safety for those who 
entered the door of the ark; in Egypt there was freedom 
from judgment for those gathered inside the doors 
sprinkled with the blood of the Passover lamb. 

Jesus said, "I am the door ; if anyone enters 
through Me, he shall be saved" (John 10:9). Safety from 
eternal judgment depends on entering the right door! 

George Whitefield. the eloq u¥ nt p reacher of the 
· · erica 1738-1740 , was 

peaking once on the text, "The door was shut." There 
ere two flippant young men in the congregation, and one 
as overheard to say to the other in sarcastic tones, 

'What if the door is shut? Another will open!" 
Later in the sermon the evangelist said, "It is 

ossible that there may be someone here who is careless 
nd trifling, and says : 'What matter if the door be 
hut? Another will open!'" 

The two young men looked at each other in alarm. 
r. Whitefield proceeded, "Yes, another door will open . 

It will be the door to the bottomless pit--the door to hell!" 
pp. 22-23 

o Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

Robert Foster in his letter to businessmen August 15, 
1986, shares the story of Rahab in a beautiful way: 

"By faith, Rahab the harlot, because she believed 
in God and His power, did not die in her city ... " 
Hebrews 11:31 

Rahab was an unlikely candidate for any 
respectable hall of fame . Her "hospitality center" 
was creating quite a stir in the city. The city 
fathers had organized a committee to promote the 
ethics of decency . Others (traveling salesmen) 
suggested that she was a respectable 
innkeeper ... the manager of the Jericho Hilton . 

The Bible makes no attempt to smooth over nor to 
magnify her merky mess in the "red light district" 
of Canaan's leading city . "Rahab indulged in venal 
wantonness as men came her way and were housed in 
her ill-famed abode on top of the city wall." 

Rahab had three strikes against her • .. she was a 
prostitute •.. she was a Gentile and a Canaanite at 
that. Thirdly ... she was living in the wrong city 
at the wrong time and was involved in the wrong 
business. 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

) 

) 

-25-

News travelled fast in the 14th Century B.C. 
Rahab heard the stories of Jehovah God parting the 
Red Sea and overthrowing the two desert monarchs ... 
Sihon and Og. Notice with me the contrast between 
this harlot and the children of Israel. She was a 
debauched wicked women worshipping false gods of 
Canaan .. . Joshua's troops were the chosen people 
worshipping the Only True God. She only heard that 
God had acted ... they had seen God act! Rahab knew 
men of sin ... Israel knew men of God. She received 
the Word of God indirectly ... they received the Word 
of God by direct revelation . She knew God by 
faith ... they knew God by sight. 

This pitiful, sin-sick woman came to faith in the 
reality of a loving and living God as she 
heard ... saw ... and believed. Rahab the 
whore ... transformed into a worshipper of Jehovah by 
Divine grace and forgiveness . The swingin' sex 
symbol of Jericho decided for the God of Israel. 
What the lustful deities of Chemosh, Asteroth, and 
Baal could not do in a woman's heart .... God could 
do and did for Rahab. 

Herein lies the hope of all of us ... the meaning 
of grace and the nature of saving faith. Rahab 
took God at His Word. "Her theology was simple but 
her faith was great." She believed with all her 
heart ... she confessed with her mouth ... and she 
acted on her faith at the risk of life. 

We all stand in Rahab's place ... sinners in the 
hands of a righteous and Holy God. We all live up 
on the wall of our own Jericho. We all deserve 
payment for our "riffraff" style of living. God is 
not shell-shocked by my sinful thoughts, words and 
deeds, nor is He waiting for me to clean up my act! 
God recommends;;·s love toward Rahab, you and me in 
covenant grace. 

"Amazing grac how sweet the sound that saved a 
wretch like me. I once was lost, but now am 
found ... was blind, but now I see!" 
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John Newton had a similarly remarkable conversion. 
Losing his mother when he was seven years old, he went to 
sea at the age of eleven. "I went to Africa," he said, 
"that I might be free to sin to my heart's content." And 
that he did! 

During the next few years, Newton's soul was seared 
by the most revolting of all human experiences. He fell 
into the pitiless clutches of the press-gang. Later as a 
deserter from the navy, he was flogged until the blood 
streamed down his back. He became involved in the 
unspeakable atrocities of the African slave trade . And 
then, going from bad to worse, he actually became a slave 
himself. He was sold to a woman slave who, glorying in 
her power over him, made him depend for his food upon 
the crusts she tossed under her table. In the epitaph 
that he composed for himself, Newton said that he was 
"the slave of slaves." 

And then it happened! In 1748, on board a ship about 
to founder in the grips of a storm, the Lord came from on 
high and delivered him out of deep waters. When the ship 
went plunging down into the trough of the seas, few on 
board expected her to come up again. As Newton hurried 
to the pumps, he said to the captain, "If this will not 
do, the Lord have mercy upon us!" His own words startled 
him. "Mercy!" he said to himself in astonishment. 
"Mercy! Mercy!" On the 10th of March 1748, Newton sought 
mercy--and found it! 
p. 24 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

Rahab was a woman without social repute. She 
became, however, a considerable figure in history. She 
was the wife of Salmon, the son of Naason, by whom she 
became the mother of Boaz, the grandfather of Jesse, the 
father of David. in proof of this see Matthew i. 6; 
Ruth iv . 20,21: and I Chronicles ii. 11,54,55. Thus 
there was Gentile blood in the lineage of the Son of 
man. These points, apparently incidental and even trivial, 
are not to be passed by without eager and devout attention. 
Jesus Christ was not what is commonly known as a Jew only: 
he was in very deed what he called himself--the Son of man. 
p . 80 
Preaching Through the Bible, Vol. III by Joseph Parker 
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Francis Schaeffer puts it well: 
This woman Rahab stood alone in faith against the total 
culture which surrounded her--something none of us today 
in the Western world has ever yet had to do. For a 
period of time she stood for the unseen against the 
seen, standing in acute danger until Jericho fell. If 
the king had ever found out what she had done, he would 
have become her chief enemy and would have executed 
her .... This is exactly how the Christian lives, and Rahab 
is a tremendous example for us. Though you and I have 
stepped from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of 
God's dear Son, we are still surrounded by a culture 
controlled by God's great enemy, Satan. We must live in 
it from the moment we accept Christ as Savior until 
judgment falls. We too are encompassed by one who was 
once our king but is now our enemy. It is just plain 
stupid of a Christian not to expect spiritual warfare 
while he lives in enemy territory" (Joshua and the Flow 
of Biblical History, Inter-Varsity Press, pp.79-80) 
p . 25 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

In the middle of a blood-and-guts tale about an 
artillery barrage at Khe Sanh, the man telling the story 

isappeared into his bedroom and began rummaging through 
he dresser. I could hear the drawers sliding open and 
anging shut . He returned with a watch face, the 

crystal so scarred I could barely see the hands. He had 
icked it up near the body of his friend who died in the 
arrage. The exact time of his friend's death to the 

second was frozen in that small machine. He had kept it 
all these years as a sort of personal monument to their 
friendship. 

"They always get more worked up about the people you 
killed than over your friends who died," he said. We 
devour the death and destruction with morbid curiosity and 
then turn our backs in embarrassment when the storyteller 
reveals the love men shared and the tears they shed. 

The veterans themselves seem confused by the 
communion beyond fellowship they experienced in Vietnam. 
Ten years later, many of them attribute the hollow ache 
inside to an overhearty slap on the back in Nam--or they 
don't mention it at all. But the friendship, the honest 
human love is all they wanted to bring back from there, 
and it was the one thing they couldn't seem to hang on 
to. The guilt, the pain, the scars are intact. The 
lessons of friendship and compassion are lost. 
pp . 198-99 
NAM by Mark Baker 
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In Lorraine Hansberry's play A Raisin in the Sun, 
there is a poignant depiction of failure. The father of 
a poor inner-city black family has just died, leaving 
only a small life- insurance policy. His widow has a 
dream of using the money to buy a small bungalow in a 
better part of town. Her son, however, wants to invest 
the money in a business deal, which he believes can 
multiply the small legacy. This young man, who has 
never held a job, sincerely wants to do something to 
help his family. He pleads with his mother for the 
money; she refuses at first, but finally relents and 
gives her son most of the money. He then invests it 
with a "friend"--and this "friend" skips town with the 
cash. 

When the young man confesses his failure to his 
mother and sister, the sister flies into a rage , cursing 
him and condemning him for being so stupid, for gambling 
away their future. But suddenly the mother steps in, 
cutting off the sister's tirade . "I thought I taught 
you to love your brother," she says. 

"Love him?" shouts the sister. "There's nothing 
left to love!" 

"There's always something left to love--and if you 
ain't learned that, you ain't learned nothing ! " the 
mother replied. "Have you cried for that boy today? 
Not for yourself because that money's gone, but for him, 
for what he's been through! Child, when do you think is 
the time to love somebody the most? When he's done 
good? That ain't the time at all. It's when he's at 
his lowest and can't believe in himself 'cause the world 
done whipped him so!" 
p . 90 
The Healing Choice by Ron Lee Davis 

v . 22 When they left, they went into the hills and 
stay ed there three day s. until the mirsqers h a d 
searched all along the road and returne d wj t h011 t 
f jpding them,, 

The spies moved westward from Jericho into the hill 
country and hid there for the three days that Rahab had 
specified . When the pursuers who had searched all along 
the road to the river had returned without finding them, 
then it was safe for them to make their way back to 
Joshua and the camp of Israel. 
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v.23 Then the two men started back. They went down out 
of the hills r forded the river and came t o ,Jq sh11a 
son of Nun and told him everything that had 
happened to them. 

I am sure the two men moved out of the hills under the 
cover of darkness and made their trip down to the river 
some seven miles away, forded the river, and travelled 
the other seven miles to the camp, giving a full report 
to Joshua of everything that had happened to them on 
their spying mission. 

v.24 They said to Joshua, "The Lord has surely given 
the whole land into our hands; all the people are 
melting in fear because of us . " 

You can just sense the expectant enthusiasm of these 
spies as they come back to Joshua to report. "The Lord 
has surely given the whole land into our hands." 

Rahab had said in verse 9: "I know that the Lord has 
given this land to you," and the spies had said in verse 
14: "When the Lord gives us the land," and now, totally 
convinced as they come before Joshua, the report says: 
"The Lord has surely given the whole land into our 
hands." And not only this, "all the people are melting 
in fear because of us." 

The spies use the very same statement that Rahab had 
used back in verse 9 : "I know that the Lord has given 
this land to you and that a great fear of you has fallen 
on us, so that all who live in this country are melting 
in fear because of you." 
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Their mission completed, the spies exchanged parting 
instructions with Rahab, concerning their escape and 
return to Joshua. Jericho at this time was surrounded by 
two walls about 15 feet apart . Planks of wood spanned 
the gap and then houses were built on this foundation. 
Probably due to lack of space in the small city, Rahab's 
house was one of those built on the wall. So the spies 
were carefully lowered by rope from a window of Rahab's 
house. Escape would have been much more difficult, had 
it had been necessary for them to go out the city gate. 

Scarcely a half-mile west of Jericho are limestone 
cliffs about 1,500 feet high, honeycombed with caves; and 
here the spies hid out until the soldiers of Jericho gave 
up the hunt. Then, under cover of darkness, the spies swam 
back across the Jordan, making their way quickly to the 
camp at Shittim, to present their report to Joshua . How 
excited they must have been to relate their strange and 
stirring adventure, and to report the alarm and utter 
despondency of the Canaanites. Their conclusion was, 
"Surely the Lord has given all the land into our hands." 
How different from the report of the majority of the spies 
at Kadesh-Barnea who said, "We are not able to go up against 
the people, for they are too strong for us" (Num. 13 : 31). 
p. 23 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

When the spies return to Joshua and tell him all 
that has befallen them, he accepts their adventure as a 
token for good . They have not given him any hint how 
Jericho is to be taken; but, what is better, they have 
shown him that the outstretched arm of God has been seen 
by the heathen, and that the inhabitants of the country 
are paralysed on account of it . The two spies were a 
great contrast to the ten that accompanied Joshua and 
Caleb so long before: the ten declared the land 
unassailable; the two looked on it as already conquered-
"The Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land." 
Children of Israel, you must not be outdone in faith by 
a harlot; believe that God is with you, go up, and 
possess the land! 
pp. 93-94 
The Expositor's Bible - The Book of Joshua 

by William Garden Blaikie, D.D., LL.D. 
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An important lesson for Christian living derived 
from this chapter of Joshua concerns the Christian's 
knowing the enemy. Trust in God's help for Christlike 
living does not preclude being forewarned of the tactics 
of Satan and being alert to this one who goes about 
seeking whom he may devour, as he works through such 
destroyers as lust, pride, disobedience, doubt, 
discouragement, and neglect. Just as the demons 
despaired in the presence of Jesus, enemies which need 
to be driven from the Christian's life will melt for 
fear, and thus be conquerable, when they see God as Lord 
of the Christian's heart leading His child to victory by 
faith. It behooves the Christian thus to live daily 
following God his Lord. 
p. 40 
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen 

CONCLUSION: 

What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this 
particular chapter? 

LESSON #1: Joshua is taking preliminary steps in 
preparation for the occupation of the land. 

LESSON #2: The greater the knowledge of the enemy 
the better the chance for victory. 

2 Cor. 2:10,11 

If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And 
what I have forgiven--if there was anything to 
forgive--I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for 
your sake, in order that Satan might not outwit us. 
For we are not unaware of his schemes. 

LESSON #3: God PROTECTS and PROVIDES for the two spies 
who enter the land. 
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LESSON #4: It is never right for us to lie in any 
situation . 

LESSON #5: Rahab's faith is demonstrated in: 

THE PROMISE of verse 9 
THE POWER of verse 10 & 
THE PREEMINENCE of verse 11 

LESSON #6: Our faith is demonstrated when our IFS 
become WHENS. 

LESSON #7: The scarlet cord reminds us of the blood 
on the doorpost when the death angel passed over 
during the slaying of all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt. 

LESSON #8: The staying inside the shelter to escape 
judgment reminds us of NOAH AND THE ARK. 

LESSON #9: Have you come under the blood of the 
Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, and into the shelter 
of salvation--the only ark of safety? 

LESSON #10: Rahab put the scarlet cord in the 
window immediately because she wanted to be ready. 
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Hebrews 2:1-3 

We must pay more careful attention, therefore, 
to what we have heard, so that we do not drift 
away. For if the message spoken by angels was 
binding, and every violation and disobedience 
received its just punishment, how shall we escape 
if we ignore such a great salvation? This 
salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, 
was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 

Read: 2 Samuel 23: 13-1 7 October 6 - Monday 
YOQ CAN'T, YOQ CAN 

Oh, that someone would give me a drink •• •• Nevertheless 
he ••• poured it out to the Lord. 2 Sam. 23: 15, 16 

WE can't relive the days that are past, but we can 
devote ourselves to the Lord in the time we have 

remaining. This lesson comes home loud and clear in 
today's Bible reading. As the writer of 2 Samuel reviewed 
some of the exploits of David and his mighty men, he 
included the time the Philistine armies were encamped 
between the king and Bethlehem. As David looked at 
the enemy camp, he saw beyond it to scenes of his 
boyhood. The sight probably stirred fond memories of 
the innocence of his childhood. David had been good 
in many ways, but his past was also marked by a number 
of serious sins. Like so many of us, he wished he could 
go back and do some things over. Perhaps this longing, 
one he knew could not be fulfilled, was what led him to 
say, "Oh, that someone would give me a drink of the 
water from the well of Bethlehem!" That water would be 
so sweet to his taste! When three of his loyal soldiers 
heard him, they broke through enemy lines at the risk of 
their lives, and brought him a pitcher of that water. But 
now the king, overwhelmed with emotion, refused to 
drink the water but poured it out on a rock as an expres
sion of his desire to devote the rest of his life to God. 

You can't relive your past, so don't waste time dwelling 
on cherished fantasies or vain regrets. You can't go back 
and do it over, but you can thank God for past mercies, 
confess past failures, and apply the lessons learned. Let's 
give God the past and let Him give us the future. - H.V.L. 

Always remember to forget 
The troubles that pass away, 

But never forget to remember 
The blessings that come each day. -Anon. 

It is better to look ahead and prepare 
than to look back and despair. 




