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Wallact' McRat', a rancht'r from fursyth, Montana, is known throughout 
the Wt'st a.s an activist f'!r agricultural conct'ms. Though just writun in 
1980, this poem is already coruuurtd to bt' a classic. 

REINCARNATION 

WALLACE McRAE 

What does reincarnation mean?" 
A cowpoke ast his friend. 
His pal replied, 11lt happens when 
Yer life has reached its end. 
They comb yer hair, and warsh yer neck, 
And dean yer fingernails, 
And lay you in a padded box 
Away from life's travails. 

"The box and you goes in a hole, 
That's been dug into the ground. 
Reincarnation starts in when 
Yore planted 'neath a mound. 
Them clods melt down, just like yer box, 
And you who is inside. 
And then yore just beginnin' on 
Yer transformation ride. · 

11ln a while the grass'll grow 
Upon yer rendered mound. 
Till some day on yer moldered grave 
A lonely flower is found. 
And say a hoss should wander by 
And graze upon this flower 
That once wuz you, but now's become 
Yer vegetative bower. 

"The posey that the hoss done ate 
Up, with his other feed, 
Makes bone, and fat, and muscle 
Essential to the steed. 
But some is left that he can't use 
And so it passes through, 
And finally lays upon the ground. 
This thing, that once wuz you. 

"Then say, by chance, I wanders by 
And sees this upon the ground, 
And I ponders, and I wonders at, 
This object that I found. 
I thinks of reincarnation, 
Of life, and death, and such, 
And come away condudin': Slim, 
You ain't changed, all that much." 
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STUDY NUMBER THREE - Joshua 3:1-17 

3 Early in the morning Joshua and all 
the Israelites set out from Shittim 

and went to the Jordan, where they 
camped before crossing over. 2After three 
days the officers went throughout the 
camp, lgiving orders to the people: 
"When you see the ark of the covenant of 
the Lo1tD your God, and the priests, who 
are Levites, carrying it, you are to move 
out from your positions and follow it. 
•Then you will know which way to go, 
since you have never been this way be
fore. But keep a distance of about a thou
sand yards• between you and the ark; do 
not go near it." 

5Then Joshua told the people, "Conse
crate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD 
will do amazing things among you." 

•Joshua said to the priests, "Take up 
the ark of the covenant and cross over 
ahead of the people." So they took it up 
and went ahead of them. 

7And the loRD said to Joshua, "Today 
I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all 
Israel, so they may know that I am with 
you as I was with Moses. &Tell the priests 
who carry the ark of the covenant: 'When 
you reach the edge of the Jordan's waters, 
go and stand in the river.'" 

9Joshua said to the Israelites, "Come 
here and listen to the words of the LORD 
your God. IDThis is how you will know 
that the living God is among you, and 

that he will certainly drive out before you 
the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Periz
zites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebu
sites. llSee, the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord of all the earth will go into the Jor
dan ahead of you. 12Now then, choose 
twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one 
from each tribe. DAnd as soon as the 
priests who carry the ark of the loRD-the 
Lord of all the earth-set foot in the Jor
dan, the water flowing downstream will 
be cut off and stand up in a heap." 

1450 when the people broke camp to 
cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the 
ark of the covenant went ahead of them. 
lSNow the Jordan is at flood stage all dur
ing harvest. Yet as soon as the priests 
who carried the ark reached the Jordan 
and their feet touched the water's edge, 
16the water from upstream stopped flow
ing. It piled up in a heap a great distance 
away, at a town called Adam in the 
vicinity of Zarethan, while the water 
flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah 
(the Salt Seab) was completely cut off. So 
the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 
lTfhe priests who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the loRo stood firm on dry 
ground in the middle of the Jordan, while 
all Israel passed by until the whole na
tion had completed the crossing on dry 
ground. 
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Saturday-October 25 Read: Philippians 3:12-16 

"THE NEXT SHOT IS THE BIG ONE!" 
••• forgetting those things which are behind and reaching 

· forward ••• , I press toward the goal. Phil. 3: 13, 14 

IN the Scripture reading for today, the apostle Paul gave 
us the secret to moving forward in the Christian life. 

We are to set our eyes on the goal and keep looking 
ahead. When we look back to our past sins or shortcom
ings, we open the door to discouragement. 

I find a rather embarrassing parallel in my golf game. 
A twice-a-week golfer at most, I don't play enough to 
perfect my swing or to master all the shots. In every 
round, therefore, I make mistakes. A drive will go astray. 
An iron shot will splash beautifully into the creek. Or a 
putt will break left when I was sure it would break right. 
Because of that, I appreciated these words by Grantland 
Rice in his book The Tumult and the Shouting: "Be
cause golf expresses the flaws of the human swing - a 
basically simple maneuver - it causes more self-torture 
than any game short of Russian roulette. The quicker 
the average golfer can forget the shot he has dubbed or 
knocked off line - and concentrate on the next shot -
the sooner he begins to improve and enjoy golf. Little 

\ 
good comes from brooding about the mistakes we've 

) /~ade." Rice then commented, "The next shot, in golf or 
~"'> ~./ Y in life, is the big one." 

~ q \O,S 1' ,/ Has some sin in your past got you down? Do you find 
I V f cA \ ..\- o< t- yourself often brooding about it? Are you discouraged 
V"' \ ~ ~ U) ~~bout some failure? Confess it to God, claim His forg ive-

/ 1\~ t!'-'\ att- ~SS, and put it behind you for good. In the Christian 
y N <~ ~ hfe, as in golf, the next shot is the big one! - D.C.E. 

WV \ \j) \ ,,( (),#' l ·~ .. ....f'e,,When I have failed, I need You, Lord, 
. , ct"- ~ ·_y. ,( . \ ,,,. "'-)':;. c · I To teach this lesson clear: 
(~ \ A N°' _ *' V"C"" _ ~ ~v- If I but learn and try again, 

.f-\ <'_Sc-v • y; ~ Success is always near. -Branon 
'y\,vl'~ fr'(" J,efa6 ~ Never let defeat rob you of success. 

~<!- ~ wv:a:s 
f t-Ue_ 
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INTRODUCTION: 

In Joshua 1 
the Lord 
speak 

In Joshua chap. 2 we witnessed the s n episode of the 
two spies ent to survey the and--pr1mar1 y the 
city of Jericho. ~ b 4_ fJTOs// ./-u-ie- G:i>JS- f...ov<.e .j..-Gya~e- ,, / I 

/?.ahak's b24u!irFtil ,Cet,-f-11 . 

The tf irst big obstacil that stands in the way of the 
children of Israel eniering into the possession of their 
inheritance is [ a flooded Jord an River .) 

Whereas l~ap. 1 ) was {_THE COMMISSION, 1 
(chap . 2 ) - (THE SPYING / 

we have tit led ('chap. 3 ( - [',....T_H_E_ J_O_R_D_AN____,./ 

Richard Haydn, a comedic character actor of the 
1940s and '50s, was noted for his highly original 
interpretation of a poem by Edgar A. Guest, It Couldn't 
Be Done. Haydn--the perfect image of a fogeyish 
professor in black bow tie and pince-nez--would stand 
stiffly, with his hands behind his back, and stuffily 
recite: 

Somebody said that it couldn't be done, 
But he with a chuckle replied 

That "maybe it couldn't," but he would be one 
Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried. 

So he buckled right in with a trace of a grin 
On his face. If he worried he hid it. 

He started to sing as he tackled the thing 
That couldn't be done--

And he couldn't do it. 
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WHAT GOD IS .LIKE 

3od is · like Coca-Cola-
He's the real thing. 

God is like Pan American-
He makes going great. 

God is like General Electric-- . 
HE lights your path. 

God is like Bayer Aspirin-- . 
He·works wonders. 

God is like Hallmark Cards--
He cared enough to send the very best. 

God is like Tide--
He gets . the stains out that others leave 
behind. 

God is like VO hair spray--
. He holds through all kinds of weather. 

r) od is like Dial. Soap--
Aren't you glad you know Him? Don't you 
wish everybody di~? 

God is like Sears-
He has everything. 

God is like Alka Seltzer--
Try Him; you'll like Him! 

God is like Scotch Tape-
.. . 

You can't see Him, but you know He's there. 
God is like McDonald's --

. He'll do it all for you. 
God is like the American Express Card-

Don't leave home without Him. 

Copied---

) · 
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Edgar A. Guest, of course, wrote about a man who 
"tackled the thing that couldn't be done, and he did 
it"--a poem about effort, a positive attitude, and 
success. Haydn turned it into a story of failure-
though he never failed to draw laughs from audiences who 
identified with the man who couldn't do it." 
p. 86 
The Healing Choice by Ron Lee Davis J 

"fiJ, ll.J~ lu-e_ ~ 'f- dt> ;f ~f God N\~ I~ AJ?J />1t:tf.cd ;f Atirf~ · 
Mark 4:35-41 

That day when evening came, he said to his 
disciples, "Let us go over to the other side." 
Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just 
as he was, in the boat. There were also other 
boats with him. A furious squall came up, and the 
waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly 
swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a 
cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, 
"Teacher, don't you care if we drown?" He got up, 
rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be 
still!" Then the wind died down and it was 
compl etely calm. He said to his disciples, "Why 
are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?" 
They were terrified and asked each other, "Who is 
this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!" 

All the b l essings of 
side of that flooded 

Exodus 14:13,14 

Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. 
Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the 
Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see 
today you will never see again. The Lord will 
fight for you; you need only to be still." 

~-0- u ~ ~~ ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ I 
Isai ah 43 :2 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with 
you; and when you pass through the rivers, they 
will not sweep over you. When you walk through 
the fire, you will not be burned; the flames 
will not set you ablaze. 

J~-z.b: 1z._ "';/d. 1 ~~~f-UA-11;apg.t£.:f u.it~<lw<_ ~~ Lk.p-w . 
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just come back with ~ 
< _,1_,. I 

good report I 
Joshua 2:24 ~y e1 / ~ 

( ~ wttK 1e--

~· They said to Jos1'i't.ia; "The Lord has surely given 
the whole land into our hands; all the people are 
melting in fear because of us." 

v. 1 Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites 
set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where 
they camped before crossing over. 

Now following the return of the spies, early in the 
morning Joshua is ready to get moving. -e--- .-- ~ 

";! 

Genesis 22:1-3 

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to 
him, "Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. Then God 
said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the region of Moriah . 
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of 
the mountains I will tell you about." Early ~ 
~ morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. 
He took with him two of his servants and his son 
Isaac. 

2 Chron. 20:20 

Early in.. t,llg. morning they left for the Desert of 
Tekoa. As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and 
said, "Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! 
Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be 
upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will 
be successful." 

I If e_ay r . , 
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Every morning in Africa, a 
gazelle wakes up. It 

knows that it must run 
faster than the fas test lion 
or it will be killed. Every 
morning a lion wakes up. 

It knows that it must 
outrun the slowest gazelle 
01· it will starve to death. 
It doesn't matter whether· 

you are a lion or 
a gazelle: · 

WHEN THE ~ SUN 

CO:MES UP, YOU HAD 
BETTER BE RUNNING. . 
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Mark 1:35 

~ early Ul. ~ morning, while it was still 
dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went off 
to a solitary place where he prayed. 

"Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set 
out from Shittim and went to the Jordan where they 
camped before crossing over." 

river is abou 7-8 miles west of the campsit • The 
ire company is now campe on the shores o e Jordan 

River in flood stage. 

From Shittim to the banks of the Jordan is an ea2 v 
journey of a few miles, the road being all over level 
ground, so that the march was probably finished bef ore 
the sun had risen high. However strong their faith, it 
could not be without a certain tremor of heart that the 
people would behold the swollen river, and mark the 
walls and towers of Jericho a few miles beyond. Three 
days are to be allowed, if not for physical, certainly 
for moral and spiritual preparation for the crossing of 
the river. 
p. 98 
The Expositor's Bible - The Book of Joshua 

by William Garden Blaikie , D.D. , LL . D. 

moment as this gi antic com a of 
'-e~o-p....--t---~-,...---~.,,.-...-_,f'aith toward the river, knowing 
that em ou is also the God who is 
going o em in I can just hear them breaking 
into singing as they start their march along the road 
toward the river: 

Shall we gather at the river, 
flit1~ Where bright angel feet have trod; 

'?('"" With its crystal tide forever 
Flowing by the throne of God? 

On the bosom of the river, 
Where the Savior King we own, 
We shall meet, and sorrow never 
'Neath the glory of the throne. 
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Ere we reach the shining river, 
,,\I_ Lay we ev' ry burden down; 
~Grace our spirits will deliver, 

And provide a robe and crown . 

Soon we'll reach the shining river, 
\\IJ Soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
~ Soon our happy hearts will quiver 

With the melody of peace. 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, 
The beautiful, the beautiful river, 
Gather with the saints at the river 

~-1-u~ That flows. by the throne of God . . , 
#'I' · • 

7 
• A..,j -"' 1 ... b 'f'' alJ -Utt. o~LJ - ,,. S tJ~ ~ ¥ ~~ ~·J,e.1~w4~hd ou.Jr .. J' ca11* $t.d.11wii 1 ,.,., ''"llJ I'll... ~ ~ 

~~k~~ When the great company arrives at t · r and begins 
' ~ \ to set u cam , you can sense the an~ty and 

\ 0~ a~ ~ !a:12J2.r~~i..<;m in the air over the i possibility of the 
0 ~· circumstance that lay before them. 

't-\; /,_ • l E:>e ~ X/~~ ~~~ry..JJ;,;, 9/ .:f 6 llb-f(_,{)¢/-/ovr.ei 

-- ::JPe.-k>' ~7ry Ycur t!a~ lllflJ Flff9e./ 1"k. <!as+ (/ 

) 

_) 

v. 2 After three day s the officers went throughout 
the camp . 

They probably spent the f weekend/viewing the impossible 
that is in front of the&. s; • 

The Lord of ten delays long enough so we will reall~ 
recognize his hand at work in the deliverance that is 
going to come. 

The chronological connection between the three days 
in this verse and those of 1:11 has been given more than 
one interpretation . It appears best not to identify the 
two. The three days of 1 : 11 may have been an indefinite 
period (see commentary), allowing for the mission of the 
spies to have occurred in the meantime. This mission 
may have taken as many as four or five days. The three 
days here begin with Israel's departure from Shittim. 
p. 79 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

Tne Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 
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It was not an army of men only, but a vast congregation 
of men, women and children, to say nothing of their 
baggage and herds of animals, and further advance was 
blocked by the river. Whatever the breadth and depth of 
the Jordan in recent centuries or today, it is evident 
that it presented an impassable obstruction in Joshua's 
time--moreover, it was in flood at that particular 
season (3:15): and yet they were left to gaze upon it 
for three days, faced with the fact that t qey had D9 
means s:>J.. thej.I_ ~.for crossing .,bt ! Why? What was the 
Loth ' s object in thi=;? Was i t nOt to impress Israel 
more deeply with a realisation of their own utter 
helplessness? Was it not to shut them up more 
complefely unto Himself? 

And is not that, very often, the chief design of 
God's providential dealings with us? To bring us to the 
end of our own resources, to make us conscious of our 
own insufficiency, by bringing us into a situation from 
which we cannot extricate ourselves, confronting us with 
some obstacle which to human wit and might is 
insurmountable? 
p. 79 
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur W. Pink 

For three days the congregation of Israel had been 
encamped before that river which barred their entrance 
into the land of promise, thus being obliged to take 
full stock of that formidable barrier and made fully 
conscious of their own helplessness. The Jordan is the 
symbol of death, and it is not until the saint 
appropriates the solemn truth or has learned from 
painful experience that death is written upon all his 
natural powers that he is likely to make any real 
spiritual progress or enter practically into his fair 
heritage. That was the great lesson which had to be 
learned by the father of them that believe, before his 
longing could be realised and fruit borne. Because 
Sarah was barren he thought to obtain the desired son by 
Hagar, only to bring trouble upon his household. Not 
until he truly recognised the natural impotency of 
himself and his wife did he count upon Him who quickenth 
the dead: Rom. 4:17-21. 
p. 80 
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur w. Pink 

.. 
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Man's e x tremity is God's 02portunit~ ~ Lo&d 
waits t:.o be gracious . Qf~n Ii,,S- §Uff4 r s our 
circumsta~gg_§. to'bec~ cr1 tjeeaJ.. , y_~ , d esper3 te, 
before He appears on our behalf . Here was Israel ready 
to enter Canaan, and there was the Jordan "overflowing 
his banks"--a season which to carnal reason seemed the 
most unfavourable of all. Ah, but it afforded the Lord 
a most fitting occasion to display His sufficiency. 
"Though that opposition made to the salvation of God's 
people have all imaginable advantage, yet God can and 
will conquer it . Let the banks of Jordan be filled to 
the brim, filled till they rush over it, it is as easy 
to Omnipotence to divide them and dry them up, as if 
they were never so narrow, never so shallow: it is all 
one unto the Lord" (Matthew Henry). Then let not the 
Christian reader give way to despair because the 
conditions in which he finds himself are altogether 
beyond his power to overcome. Your troubles may have 
already reached the high-water mark, but when they 
"overflow" and all appears to be lost, then you may 
expect the Lord to show Himself strong in your behalf. 
p. 104 
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur w. Pink 

"After three days the officers went throughout the camp, 
giving orders to the people:" 

~ Cor. 10:13 

No temptation has seized you except what is 
common to man. And God is faithful; he will not 
let you be tempted beyond what you can bear . 
But when you are tempted, he will also provide 
a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

v. 3 giving orders to the oeoole : "When y ou see the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord y our God, and the 
priests . who are Levites, carry ing it. you are to 
moye Ollt frqm your positions and follow it . 

This is a message from the officers of Joshua, giving 
instructions as to what they are to do. 
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{The ark) is ferred to{ ii tim.e~ and ( he p r .i,estsl are 
referred to 7 times in this c hapter. - -

In all of their journeyings up to this poi nt, they have 
been following the cloud by day and the fire by night; 
and now it's going to be the ark. 

They are going to keep their eyes on the ark. 

Hebrews 12:2 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before 
him endured the cross , scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 

Keep your eyes on the ark When the ark moves, you move 
OU 

v. 4 Then y ou will know which way to go . since y ou 
haye neyer been this way before. But keep a 
distance of about a thousand y ards between y ou 
and the ark; do not go near it . " 

When you see, then you will know which way to go. 

Follow it but keep your distance. 
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"Ye have not passed this way heretofore" means: Up to 
this time you have had cloud by day and fire by night; 
now there will be no cloud, there will be no fire; now 
you pass as obedient to a written and treasured Word; 
you have now become a great Bible school, a great army 
following a written inspiration. A great light shines 
upon the instruction now. Up to this time we have felt 
the words which conclude the fourth verse to be but a 
commonplace, which might have been applied to the 
history of Israel any time during almost half a century 
before; but now we see that a new method of travelling 
is adopted--a new object of vision is let down from heaven; 
p. 93 
Preaching Through the Bible, Vol. III by Joseph Parker 

"It is reassuring for a Christ ian to know that God 
is with him whe n his path carries him over new 
t ..e.rr..itory --sickness, p.Q,i.o, berea_vement , failure , 
f i nqn__cial difficulties , misunderstanding , opposition. 
In times like these, believers may hear the Lord's voice 
saying . 'Be of good courage! Fear not!'" (Bible 
Knowledge, Scripture Press, April 1963, p. 39.) 

~; ~~me for Neutrality b~ald K. Cam~- Pre.s . of' b:r: s. 
<..u\~ SQ:-t J,,cJ ~ 

Proverbs 3:5,6 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths 
straight. 

By seeing the ark descend to the Jordan the people 
would know the way you are to go. It will be an unusual 
way, one not previously used as a crossing. Perhaps there 
is already a hint here of the miracle that is to occur. 
p. 81 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 
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The predominant lesson of 3:1-4:18 is that of 
leadership. Triumphant possession of Canaan demanded 
Israel's unceasing devotion to two leaders: God, the 
divine Commander, and Joshua, God's appointed general. 
It was vital that the divine leadership be identified 
and impressed upon the people at the commencement of the 
campaign. 
p. 45 
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L . Jensen 

v. 5 Then Joshua told the people. "Consecrate yourselyes . 
for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among 
.vmi,.." v. ~ 'fl~ kJ w; 11 J 0 Atucn.1.,.'7 

-rti . .:'1.t ~~., .. 1 y"" ..... , e-~ 
'"'5 f e.e.. Lt ,, 

After the officers have completed their tour and giving ~~~ 
of instructions, Joshua has asked for a meeting with . the ~~CN\'t" 
people and with the priests in anticipation of the river ~~e~1 l~,.,.,o~ • \ \v·-
crossing tomorrow. eayv1~6 N)e..t~~ 

i\ \\ +lio.e 
to the 5 
priest 

"Then Joshua told the people, 'Consecrate yourselves.'" 

L H:w do you do this? 1 
Genesis 35:2,3 

So Jacob said to his household and to all who were 
with him, "Get rid of ign gods you have 
with you and purify yourselves and change your 
clothes . Th h , e up to Bethel, where 
I will build an altar to God, who answered me in 
the day of my distress and who has been with me 
wherever I have gone." 
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2 Cor. 7: 1 

Since we have these promises dear friends, let us 
purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body 
and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for 
God. 

1 John 1 : 9 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness. 

Matt. 5:23 

Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the 
altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there in 
front of the altar. First go and be reconciled 
to your brother, then come and offer your gift. 

1 Cor. 11:27-29 

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup 
of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of 
sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. A 
man ought to examine himself before he eats of the 
bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats 
and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord 
eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

Psalm 139:23,24 

Search me, o God, and know my heart; test me and 
know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any 
offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting. 

Acts 24:16 

So I strive always to keep my conscience clear 
before God and man. 

P<;al LM ?.Jo : z., > I{ Tes.+ me I(!) LerJ I 
exa'W\1~e M~ heav.f foJJ M\ M1~J ) ~ 
be f<rrt. l'v\c_ 

/ 
A 111J !_ Cua.,tl( ~,./~"' ~ 0.1 I 7 

.4nJd f..-~ Me I 
YGU.r \oue 1 :S. e v eY-

1 \I\ Ywir -r,...<-\ 4-h. . If 
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Ephesians 5:25-27 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her to make her 
holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 
through the word, and to present her to himself as 
a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any 
other blemish, but holy and blameless. 

Ti~~ -J.-o 7_~ ./
'S er-1 o'us ! 

But if only each one of us were to sanctify 
himself, putting off the old man with his deeds, and 
putting on the new man, renewed daily in the image of 
Christ; forsaking every form of evil, and hating even 
the garment spotted by the flesh; yielding himself to 
the two-edged sword of the great High-Priest--we should 
find that wonders would begin and never cease; that the 
to-morrows would only unfold greater and better things 
than ever before; that Jordans would cleave, and 
Jerichos would fall. Then the Land of Promise would lie 
open with its immeasurable plenty, its oil and wine, its 
corn and honey, its precious priceless stores. 
p . 34 
a oshua by F. B. Meyer 

"Then Joshua told the people, 'Conse~te yourselves,'" 
and the reason for this command is ''!.g,.rJ tomorrow the 
Lord will do amazing things among you." 

2 Chron . 7:14 

If my people, who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land . 

Malachi 3:10 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. Test me in this, 
says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out 
so much blessing that you will not have room 
enough for it. 

s .f-n ·r cl awn ! 
• I f 

G::>1~,i='or 17"",. 
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There shall be showers of blessing, 
This is the promise of love . 
There shall be seasons refreshing, 
Sent from the Savior above. 

There shall be showers of blessing, 
Precious, rev iving again. 
Over the hills and the valleys, 
Sound of abundance of rain. 

There shall be showers of blessing, 
Send them upon us, O Lord. 
Grant to us now a refreshing 
Come and now honor thy word. 

There shall be showers of blessing, 
o that today they might fall. 
Now is to God we're confessing, 
Now is on Jesus we call. 

"And Joshua told the people, 'Consecrate yourselves, for 
tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.'" 

You want to be [clean and ready, for the Lord is going to 
work tomorrow . 

1 John 3:1-3 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called children of God! And 
that is what we are! The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, 
now we are children of God, and what we will be has 
not yet been made known . But we know that when he 
appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him 

l'V/ as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him 
~ purifies himself, just as he is pure. 
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v . 6 Joshua said to the p riests, "Take up the ark of 
the cmrenant and c ross o yer ahead of the peop le." 
So they took it up and went ahead of them. 

Now the p r iest s and the ark of the covenant again come 
back into the center of things. Joshua's command to the 
priests is they are to take up the ark of the covenan t 
and they are to cross over ahead of the people . 

The officers and Joshua gave their words to the people 
the day before the crossing. 

The new day has dawned now and the people have had time 
to get themselves ready to move out and follow the ark, 
and also to consecrate themselves for the work of this 
day that is now before them. 

Now at the beginning of this day Joshua has a meeting 
first of all with the priests. " Joshua said to the 
priests, 'Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over 
ahead of the people. '" 

We must never go before Christ; but we must surely 
follow Him, though into the waters of death . The way 
of the inner life is through the grave. Each day God 
says to us, "Ye hav e not passed this way heretofore . " 
What need then to follow Jesus! We must sanctify 
ourselves, if we would see the wonders of God's right 
hand. 
p. 15 
Choice Notes on Joshua - 2 Kings by F . B. Meyer 

The result of the command of Joshua to the priests is 
seen in the last phrase: " So they took it up and went 
ahead of them. " 
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The psalmist says, " He leads me in the paths of ~ 
righteousness for his name ' s sake. " 

The Lord goes before us to open up a way. 

Now that preparations for the people and the priests 
have been made, the Lord is going to speak to Joshua and 
then Joshua is going to speak to the people. 

The account is also arranged upon the following plan: 
in every one of these three sections the command of God 
to Joshua is mentioned first (cf. chap. iii. 7,8, iv. 2,3, 
iv. 15,16); then the communication of this command to 
the people by Joshua; and finally its execution (chap. iii, 
9-17, iv. 4-13, iv. 17-20). 
p. 39 
Commentary on the Old Testament, Vol . 2 by C. F. Kiel 

and F . Delitzsch 

These verses r mind me of a little chorus we used to 
sing in camp : "My Lord Knows the Way. ' 

My Lord knows the way through the wilderness, 
All I have to do is follow. 
My Lord knows the way through the wilderness, 
All I have to do is follow. 

Strength for today is mine alway' 
And all I need for tomorrow. 
My Lord knows the way through the wilderness, 
And all I have to do is follow. 

v. 7 And the Lord said to Joshua, "Today I will beg in 
to exalt y ou in the e yes of all Israel, so they 
may know that I am with y ou as I was with Moses. 

There is l; two-fold purposel in this chapter: 

1. the first is to \ magnify Joshua (v. 1 }j11'-

2 . the second is to f magnify Jehova h ( v . 1 0 ) 1 M--
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"Today I will begin to e xalt you in the eyes of all 
Israel," and the reason I am going to do this is "so 
they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses." 

1 Peter 5:6 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty 
hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 

The time has come for Joshua to be exalted in the eyes 
of the people, and for them to see him on equal footing 
with their past leader Moses and to be convinced of the 
fact that the Lord is with Joshua just like he was with 
Moses. 

v. 8 Tell the priests who carry the ark of the coy enant ; 
'When ¥0ll rea ch the e d Qe of the Jordan 's waters go 
and stand i n t he rj yer '" 

The Lord's message is very brief here. His message in 
~ .] is to Joshua, and his message in :il.._et.§..~ ~ is 
directed toward the prLe~t.s in the form of a command to 
Joshua: "Tell the priests who carry the ark of the 
covenant: 'When ou reach the edge of the Jordan's 
waters, go and stand in the river. ~ 

The priests are not just to stop when they get to the 
bank of the flooding river but to go ahead and stand in 
the river. 

How easy life would be if only these were other than 
they are! Give me Canaan without its Jordan! But God 
permits the Jordans that he may educate our faith. Do 
not look at the troubled waters rushing past; at the 
Priest, who is also the Ark of the Covenant. He will 
never send us by a way that he is not willing to tread 
before us. "Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan . " 
p. 44 
Joshua by F. B. Meyer 
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v. 9 Joshua said to the Israelites. "Come here and 
listen to the words of the Lord your God. 

His message opens with a command which is two-fold: 

Come here and listen 

And they are to come and listen to the words of 
the Lord your God. 

Joshua is just a mouthpiece with a message from the Lord 
for the people. 

How careful and respectful we must be of the words of 
the Lord . ,, / / 

e.,ha p kv I ~ ~,,hf- oY ~~ 11 
_. , /V/ect1-k.~e 

There is a remarkable story in Jeremiah ~--an Old 
Testament description of the writing of a prophetic 
book. God gave Jeremiah a message that Babylon was 
going to invade and conquer the land of Israel. 
Jeremiah dictated the message to his secretary , Baruch; 
and since Jeremiah was not allowed in the Temple at this 
time, he sent Baruch to read the message to the people. 

The princes heard of the message, so they sent for 
Baruch to read it to them. When they heard of the 
coming invasion, they were most concerned. They knew the 
king must be told, but first they told Baruch and 
Jeremiah to hide . 

The princes reported to ~ Jehoiakim, and he had 
a man named Jehudi read the message to h i m. As Jehudi 
read from the scroll, the king cut off sections of it 
with his knife and threw them into the fire that was 
burning in the room . Such contempt for God's Word and 
God's warning! 
pp. 44-45 
This Land Is Your Land by Paul E. Toms 
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v.10 This is how you will know that the living God is 
among you, and that he will certainly driy e out 
before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites. 
Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites. 

So that the people will be assured of God's presence 
among them, they will know this as he will certainly 
drive out before them the seven godless groups that are 
present citizens of the land. 

" TJ:l.e livj n_g Gq d is aIDQng y~ !" Th~s became the 
watchword of the conquest, the key to victory over the 
enemies of the land. God's promise--".L \::liJ:J be. VL.i .:tll 
~! "--a_ppears ~n almos,t ev~ p~ of the Book of Joshua. 
It is a profuise of His presence that still sustains the 
Lord' people. 

During the Civil War, the town of Moresfield, West 
Virginia was on the dividing line, and seesawed back and 
forth between Federal and Confederate troops. In one old 
house which still stands today, an elderly woman lived 
alone. One morning Yankee troops stomped up on her 
porch. Though at their mercy, she remained calm and 
invited them to be seated at her table. 

When breakfast was set before them, she said, "It 
is a custom of long standing in this house to have 
prayers before meals. I hope you won't mind." With 
that, she picked up the Bible and opened it at random 
and began to read from Psalm 27 (KJV): 

The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom shall I 
fear? The Lord is the Strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid? When the wicked, even mine enemies 
and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they 
stumbled and fell. Though an host should encamp against 
me, my heart shall not fear; though war should rise 
against me, in this will I be confident .... I had 
fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of 
the Lord in the land of the living! Wait on the Lord; 
be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart, 
wait, I say, on the Lord. 

When she finished, she murmured quietly, "Let us 
pray." As she prayed, she heard stealthy sounds of 
shuffling shoes. When she ended with "Amen," she opened 
her eyes. The soldiers were gone! Her lack of fear had 
made them fearful of lingering any longer! 
p. 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 
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Y ()(.,,< A ave"' 1.J J-eavi 
Tht's way be-Fore/ 

Hei- ff:~ Wt. A 11 rur;.-r 

v.11 See. the ark of the coyenant of the Lord of ~11 
the eart h wjll QO into the Jordan ahead of you. 

Evidently, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant 
are already making their way toward the Jordan to 
fulfill the Lord's command to them through Joshua to go 
to the edge of the Jordan and stand in the river. 

This s 
them to 
~for 

bolizes the fact that the Lord is going before 
'Pre are;, to [ prot:ect 0 to( provid€") and to(~ ~ 

em. 

v.12 Now then choose t we J ye men from the tribes of 
Israel . one from each tribe. 

The job description of these twelve that are chosen will 
be described in chapter 4. 

et-.a~q e - - -

F'a, l-'1 p:q/ne ~.r of"f.>_:_ /n +~ ~.r.J
Red Sea! 

v.13 And as s oon as the priests who carry the ark of 
the Lord--the Lord of all the earth--set foot in 
the Jordan. the water flowing downstream will be 
cut off and stand up in a heap ." 

The water coming down from the Sea of Galilee toward the 
Dead Sea, as soon as the priests' feet get in the 
Jordan, will be cut off and will be like a gigantic dam 
holding the water back in a heap. The rest of the water 
flowing downstream will just take its course and flow 
into the Dead Sea. 

This ends Joshua's message to the people before they 
experience God's great work in making provision for them 
to go into the land. 

If we were t'tiummarize Joshua's message,\ we 
od is going to take ygy in, 

would say: 

od is going to .9l:iYe <B:!,t t..b.,e enemies, 
od is going to give you the land. - --
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v.14 So when the p eop le broke camp to cross the Jordan. 
the p riests carry ing the ark of the coyenant went 
ahead of them. 

The result of Joshua's speech being completed, the 
people broke camp, crossed the Jordan, and the priests 
carrying the ark went ahead of them. 

The people e xercised faith when t h ey broke camp and 
prepared to cross the Jordan. 

Even if these obstacles appear as formidable as the 
swirling waters of the Jordan, we must never lose sight 
of the God who is able to take us through. He has 
promised, "When you pass through the waters, I will be 
with you; and through the rivers, they will not overflow I 
you II (Isa. 4 3 : 2) . 'SCM1 we. used fo .s't~ ;;. i6u-I~ Group . 

ot any rivers you think are uncrossable? 
ot any mountains you can't tunnel through? 

~ od specializes in things thought impossible; 
ft. e'll do what no other friend can do. 

p. 33 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

v.15 Now the Jordan is at flood stag e all during 
.haryest. Yet as soon as the Priests who carried 
the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched 
t he water's edge. 

Here we come to the test of faith. The Jordan is at 
flood stage. With the river moving so rapidly, the 
human natural response would be one of great fear. 

God in faithfulness to his promise is seen in the last 
part of the verse: "Yet as soon as the priests who 
carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet 
touched the water's edge" . •. 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

) 

) 

-21-

v.16 the water from up stream stopped flowing . It 
p iled up in a heap a g reat distance away . at a 
town c alled Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, 
while the water flowing down to the Sea of the 
Arabah (the Salt Seal was comp letely cut off. 
So the p eop le crosse d ov e r oppos i t e Jericho 

The stopp~~---.......... ~i-.u.w.........L....1~~~!::1--~r~i~v~e~was so great that 
there was riverbed , facing the children 
of Israel as to cross over into the land . 

Yes, all the blessings of the land are waiting on the 
other side of the flooded river, and God can get us to 
the blessings by a mighty miracle of drying up the 
river. 

Now, I do not know where the city Adam was . It 
says, "The city Adam, that is beside Zaretan . " You will 
see that those who make the maps have indicated a city 
called Adam near the source of the Jordan, but they put 
a question mark after the name because they are not sure 
where the city of Adam was located. That is not 
important, however; but I will tell you what is 
important: that when our Lord Jesus Christ died on the 
Cross the waters of judgment were rolled very far 
back--back to the first man, Adam. Adam's sins were 
taken into account when Jesus died on the Cross, as well 
as the sins of all his race . We are told in Romans 
3:23-26 : "For all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God; Being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
His blood, to declare His righteousness for the 
remissions of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God : To declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness : that He might be just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus." 
p. 43 
Joshua, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther by H. A. Ironside 
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Rather than the translation "very far from the city of 
Adam" the verse reads "at the city of Adam." This would 
mean that the waters were stopped at approx imately 
thirteen to fifteen miles north of the Dead Sea. This 
would, of course, permit a wide e xpanse for the children 
of Israel to cross. Adam has generally been identified 
with Tell el-Damiyeh, about fifteen miles north of the 
Jericho area. 
p. 36 
Conquest and Crisis by John J. Davis 

Qo to the_.eflgg_of_ that di-fficul±~ · go as far as Y..2l:L 
can, do y_pur utmo§t d~~ and lea~e_the imRossible to 
God. He has almighty power, He has infinite wisdom. 
Nothing is too hard for Hi m. He can do anything that He 
pleases. He controls the storm, He opens the seas, He 
makes the flinty rocks pour out fountains of water, He 
makes the ravens feed His servant Elijah. "If God be 
for us, who can be against us?" (Rom . 8 : 31) . He will 
make your Jordan passable. 

Remember this promise: "I hav e called thee by thy 
name; thou art mine. When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee : When thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the 
Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour" (Isa . 43 : 1-3). 

Here is God's provision for you, whatever your 
Jordan experience may be. Come to it in faith, in 
confidence. Trust God, and cross the Jordan. 

"f!· 46 ) 
t:!'his Land Is Your Land b~ 

-vvv. /[: 2- s [ tA-r£_), (IN j ~~j 
ff;()ses

1 
ti~ ~Ms~~ s2,,)-) 
~~~~Of~ 
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Considering all of the factors involved, it appears 
best to view this occurrence as a special act of God 
brought about in a way unknown to us. There were many 
supernatural elements brought together: 

The event came to pass as predicted. 
The timing was exact. 
The event took place when the river was at flood 

stage. 
The wall of water was held in place for what was 

probably an entire day . 
The soft river bottom became dry at once . 
The waters returned immediately as soon as the 

crossing was completed and the priests came up out of 
the river. It would be appropriate to ask those who 
insist on a natural explanation if two earthquakes were 
required in rather quick sequence to part the Jordan for 
the Prophets Elijah and Elisha to cross (2 Kings 2:8, 14). 

In the crossing of the Jordan River at f loodstage 
by a nation some two million strong, God was glorified, #--~~ 
Joshµa_was exalted,., and Israel was encourag~. But the 
Canaanites were _terr~rifa~ 
p-: 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

v.17 The p riests who carried the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord stood firm on dry g round in the 
middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed b y 
until the whole nation had comp leted the crossing 
on dry g round. 

The focus of the 17th verse is first upon the priest who 
carried the ark . They stood firm on dry ground in the 
middle of the Jordan. They stood there while all Israel 
passed by until the whole nation had completed the 
crossing-- and then the statement : "on dry ground." 

The miracle is a wonderful one. The Lord not only 
stopped the flow of the river but he dried up the 
riverbed so that the people would have an easy crossing. 
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There are many faulty interpretations as to the 
spiritual meaning of this crossing of the Jordan into 
the land of Canaan. Many of the old hymns likened the 
crossing of Jordan to physical death and Canaan being 
our heavenly home. It is quite obvious that the rest of 
the story of the book of Joshua with all of its conflict 
and battles does not fit this typology . 

It would be better, probably, to see the following 
events in sequence: 

1. The natural man in Egypt. 

2 . The salvation experience in crossing the 
Red Sea . 

3. The carnal e xperience of wandering around 
the wilderness . 

in 

4. The surrender that takes place in the crossing 
of the Jordan, and then the spiritual life 
that follows that surrender in the land of 
Canaan . 

The crossing of Jordan does not illustrate the 
passing of a soul into eternity , but rather does it 
illustrate the passing of a Christian from one level of 
Christian life to another. It marks the end of the 
self-life and the beginning of the Christ-life: the end 
of a life lived on the principle of effort and the 
beginning of a life lived on the principle of faith and 
obedience . Between these two rolls the mighty r i ver 
Jordan--a river of impossibility. 
p. 51 
Victorious Christi an Living by Alan Redpath 

p . 57 

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power , 

Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Be saved to sin no more. 

Victorious Christi an Living by Alan Redpath 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

) 

) 

-25-

Mark the all-inclusiveness of the miracle. It did 
not concern the strong only, but also the weak; not men 
only, but women and children; not the loyal and true 
only, but the querulous, the murmurers, the doubters, 
the fearless and unbelieving . Achan, whose heart was 
preparing for his deed of sin; and Caleb, the hale 
warrior, who wholly followed the Lord. Not one was 
missing. The feet of the priests stood firm till every 
individual of the redeemed race had crossed the river. 
It is a blessed anticipation of the keeping back of a 
more awful flood until without one exception the entire 
host of the Church has entered that city whose walls are 
Salvation, and its gates Praise. 
pp. 39-40 
Joshua by F. B. Meyer 

The Christian's quest for the secret of victorious 
living is aided much by the experience of Israel crossing 
the Jordan. The major obstacle of the Christian's 
entrance into the rest-land of a victorious, abiding life 
is that which appears to be the impossible factor in his 
life. But the bigger the obstacle the greater the 
manifestation of God's might. God requires faith in the 
face of the obstacle, but He will always go before. 
According to the measure that one follows God's leadership, 
he will personally experience His might. And just as Joshua 
was God's representative leader, walking with his people and 
bringing them over, so Jesus, the Captain of our faith, 
invites the Christian to warm, intimate fellowship and sure 
loving guidance by obeying His simple call, "Follow me." 
pp. 48-49 
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen 
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How do you handle troubles? Some people curse 
them. Some attempt to ignore them, to cover them up and 
hope somehow they might go away. Some tell everyone 
their troubles. Most of us have troubles, all right, 
and so most of us need to know what the Scripture has to 
say about overcoming them. 

The Jordan River is often pictured as an obstacle 
to be overcome. Sometimes in songs and poems it is seen 
as that last cold barricade to cross over before 
reaching heaven; so it is referred to as death. But the 
Jordan River can illustrate for us a new kind of 
understanding of the Christian experience. Life on one 
side of that river is a desert filled with self-efforts 
and self-concern. Those who live on that side of the 
Jordan occupy themselves largely with personal efforts 
to accomplish things. In contrast to that, those who 
live on the other side of the Jordan exemplify the 
Christ-filled life--a life of faith and obedience. 
p. 33 
This Land Is Your Land by Paul E. Toms 

John 12:24,25 

I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a 
single seed . But if it dies, it produces many 
seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, 
while the man who hates his life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. 

Luke 9:23 

Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow me. 

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life 
I live in the body, I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me. 
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One thing is certain, however: The Bible never 
urges self-acceptance, self-love, self-assertion, 
self-confidence, self-esteem, self-forgiveness, nor any 
of the other selfisms that are so popular today . The 
answer to depression is not to accept self, but to turn 
from self to Christ. 
The Seduction of Christianity by Dave Hunt & T. A. McMahon 

In contrast to the new ideas that have been 
borrowed from selfist psychology, William Law reveals 
the view that the church held for centuries: 

Men are dead to God because they are living to 
Self. Self-love, self-esteem and self-seeking are 
the essence and the life of pride; and the Devil, 
the father of pride, is never absent from these 
passions, nor without an influence in them. 
Without a death to self, there is no escape from 
Satan's power over us .... 

To discover the deepest root and iron strength of 
pride and self-exaltation, one must enter into the 
secret chamber of man's soul, where the Spirit of 
God, who alone gives humility and meek submission, 
was denied through Adam's sin .... 

Here in man's innermost being, self had its awful 
birth, and established its throne, reigning over a 
kingdom of secret pride, of which all outward pomp 
and vanities are but its childish, transitory 
playthings .•.• 

Imagination, as the last and truest support of 
self, lays unseen worlds at his feet, and crowns 
him with secret revenges and fancied honors. This 
is that satanic, natural self that must be denied 
and crucified, or there can be no disciple of 
Christ. There is no plainer interpretation than 
this that can be put upon the words of Jesus, 
"Except a man deny self, and take up the cross and 
follow me, he cannot be my disciple." 

The Seduction of Christianity by Dave Hunt & T. A. McMahon 
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To encourage self ism in creatures whose besetting sins 
are all centered in self is like pouring gasoline on a 
fire that is already raging out of control. A. W. Tozer 
puts it all in perspective : 

Self is one of the toughest plants that grows in 
the garden of life. It is, in fact, indestructible 
by any means. Just when we are sure it is dead it 
turns up somewhere as robust as ever to trouble our 
peace and poison the fruit of our lives .... 

The victorious Christian neither exalts nor 
downgrades himself. His interests have shifted 
from self to Christ. What he is or is not no 
longer concerns him. He believes that he has been 
crucified with Christ and he is not willing either 
to praise or deprecate such a man. 

The Seduction of Christianity by Dave Hunt & 
T. A. McMahon 

Romans 12 : 1,2 

With eyes wide open to the mercies of God, I beg 
you, my brothers, as an act of intelligent worship, 
to give him your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
consecrated to him and acceptable by him. Don't 
let the world around you squeeze you into its own 
mold, but let God remold your minds from within, so 
that you may prove and practice that the plan of 
God for you is good, meets all his demands and 
moves toward the goal of true maturity. 

Maybe this message finds you wrestling with Jacob at 
Peniel with the angel of the Lord, over some thing that 
you are unwilling to surrender; and because of that 
unwillingness to deal with the matter, you find yourself 
without a moment's peace. 
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Listen again to the writer of the book of Hebrews: 
Hebrews chap . 4 

Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest 
still stands, let us be careful that none of you be 
found to have fallen short of it .... Today, if you 
hear his voice, do not harden your hearts ••.. 
There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people 
of God; for anyone who enters God's rest also rests 
from his own work, just as God did from his. Let 
us, therefore, make every effort to enter that 
rest, so that no one will fall by following their 
example of disobedience. For the word of God is 
living and active . Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 
and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all 
creation is hidden from God's sight . Everything is 
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to 
whom we must give account. 

Fenelon in his book Let Go says, "When it comes to 
accomplishing things for God, you will find that high 
aspirations, enthusiastic feelings, careful planning and 
being able to express yourself well are not worth v ery 
much. The important thing is absolute surrender to God. 
You can do anything He wants you to do if you are 

\.. walking in the light of full surrender." 

Paul Tournier in his book The Seasons of Life says, 

God loves those who do not give in without a fight. 
It is by their very battles that those men grew. 
Jacob, on the morning after his dramatic night-long 
wrestle with God, awaoke hardly able to stand up 
but he woke up a changed man. He had entered into 
a new season of life. The same was true of Abraham 
after his importunate prayers that Sodom be spared 
from the wrath of God; of Moses after his obstinate 
debate with the Lord before the burning bush; of 
Jeremiah the timid after all his refusals to bear a 
message of destruction ; of Peter after his denial; 
of Paul after the road to Damascus . The same was 
true of all the other Biblical heroes . They were 
real men . They knew how to defend themselves. 
They would not giv e in easily. Therefore, their 
surrender had nothing in it that resembled childish 
dependency . Their v ery surrender was an act of 
manly courage. It brought them to human 
fulfillment and opened up human history to new 
seasons of life . 
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Jacob, in a time of great famine and dire need among his 
family, was unwilling to let Benjamin go down into 
Egypt. His statements were: "Everything is against me. 
My son will not go down there with you." Then the 
circumstances deteriorated so badly that finally Jacob 
surrenders and says, "Take your brother also and go back 
to the man at once, and may God Almighty grant you mercy 
before the man so that he will let your other brother 
and Benjamin come back with you. As for me, if I am 
bereaved, I am bereaved." 

That surrender on Jacob's part led to the great blessing 
of restoration for the whole family and for being cared 
for wonderfully during the remaining 17 years of his 
life. 

~phesians 3:20 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us. 

~The hymnwriter says it well in his great hymn "Is Your 
~ All on the Altar?" 

You have longed for sweet peace, and for faith to 
increase, 

And have earnestly, fervently prayed; 
But you cannot have rest or be perfectly blest 
Until all on the altar is laid. 

Would you walk with the Lord in the light of His 
Word, 

And have peace and contentment alway? 
You must do His sweet will to be free from all ill, 
On the altar your all you must lay. 

Oh, we never can know what the Lord will bestow 
Of the blessings for which we have prayed, 
Till our body and soul He doth fully control, 
And our all on the altar is laid. 

Who can tell all the love He will send from above, 
And how happy our hearts will be made, 
Of the fellowship sweet we shall share at His feet 
When our all on the altar is laid? 

Is your all on the altar of sacrifice laid? 
Your heart, does the Spirit control? 
You can only be blest and have peace and sweet rest, 
As you yield Him your body and soul. 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

( 

) 

) 

-31-

No, it is enough to say that the failing Christian has 
missed a splendid experience of co-reigning with Christ, 
with all the multiplied joys which that experience 
implies. It is enough to affirm that he undergoes a 
significant exclusion from the "light and gladness, joy 
and honor" (see Esther 8:16) which the co-heirs 
experience with Christ. Whatever else eternity holds 
for him, he has at least missed that! 

If he can view such a loss with equanimity now, our 
Lord makes it clear that he will not view it that way 
hereafter: "There will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth . " 

And well there might be! The unfaithful Christian, 
like the ill-dressed guest, has missed the wedding 
supper just as surely as did those who spurned the 
invitation to begin with. Thus he joins the crowded 
ranks of the many who are called to co-heirship, and 
misses the elite number of the few who actually attain 
it. 

And that is certainly worth crying about! 
(Grace in Eclipse by Zane c. Hodges) 

How do you think the residents of Jericho and 
surrounding cities now feel when they hear word that the 
whole company of Israel has crossed over the Jordan 
River at flood stage? I am certain that many of the 
local newspapers carried front page stories of this 
fantastic invasion of the land . They have been 
frightened for forty years because of what the Lord did 
i n opening up a way through the Red Sea and how He gave 
them the victory over Sihon and Og, the Amorites on the 
east side of the Jordan . And now, once again, God 
proves himself faithful in opening up this corridor 
through the Jordan. 

How panic-stricken they must have become when they saw 
or heard of the great miracle and that God's people had 
reached the other shore! But one person was calm in 
Jericho. One enjoyed peace and rest and did not fear. 
The one from whose window there streamed the scarlet-line. 
p. 17 
The Annotated Bible - Vol. II by Arno c. Gaebelein 
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CONCLUSION: 

What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this 
particular study? 

LESSON #1: Early in the morning seems to be the best 
time for a lot of God's people. 

LESSON #2: The ark of the covenant is the focal point 
in this whole chapter. 

LESSON #3: God allows us plenty of time to view the 
impossible before He does His work. 

LESSON #4: Will you examine your heart before the 
Lord so that He might do a great work among us. 

LESSON #5: God is the one who is going to take them 
in, drive out the enemies, and give them the land . 

LESSON #6: The people exercised faith when they broke 
camp and moved toward the river; and the priests 
exercised faith when their feet got wet at the 
river's edge. 

LESSON #7: The Lord goes before us to open up the way. 

LESSON #8: All the blessings of the land are waiting 
on the other side of the flooded r i ver. 
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LESSON #9: Are you tired of wandering in the desert of 
Christian experience and longing for the spiritual 
sweetness of drawing upon an adequate Christ? 

LESSON #10: Have you made that surrender and turned it 
all over to Him? 

Psalm 114 

Long ago when the Israelis escaped from Egypt, from 
that land of foreign tongue, then the lands of 
Judah and of Israel became God's new home and 
kingdom. The Red Sea saw them coming and quickly 
broke apart before them; the Jordan River opened up 
a path for them to cross; the mountains skipped 
like rams, the little hills like lambs. What's 
wrong, Red Sea, that made you cut yourself in two? 
What happened, Jordan River, to your waters? Why 
were they held back? Why, mountains, did you skip 
like rams, why, little hills, like lambs? Tremble, 
O earth, at the presence of the Lord, the God of 
Jacob, for He caused gushing streams to burst from 
flinty rock. 
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Rather than talking business as I had expected to do, 
they asked me to lead them in a Bible study in their office. 
So I went through, starting in the back of the Bible (the 
back to them is the front) and I shared 30 scriptures with 
them and some amplification on each. I used over 15 that 
had to do with salvation, as a reinforcement. I knew that 
it was being taperecorded and videotaped, so they will 
have the benefit of spaced repetition for reinforcement. 
I assune that they were in great part new Christian~. 

. (d) MATSUDA'S THANKS. The most touching and emo-
tional part of the whole trip for both Jane and me (Jane 
commented the same thing when I asked her what impressed 
her the most on the whole trip), happened when we were 
alone in the car with Matsuda. He turned around from the 
front seat and said that he could not speak English but 
he wanted desperately to sr.eak English, and then, in very, 
very slow words, he said, '-- I -- learn -- to -- speak --
a -- little -- English -- so -- on -- this -- trip --
I -- could -- tell -- you -- thank -- you -- for -
introducing -- me -- to -- Jesus -- Christ." Then he went 
on to say, very slowly, "I want to come to America and have 
a time to visit with you and hear more about God and Jesus 
Christ and you." He spoke very, very slowly. I had a hard ( 
time keeping my eyes dry, and so did Jane, but we were 
really, really excited. I 

I want to mention that Matsuda said his major goal 
now is not just the SMI business, but to eventually preach 
and have a church. 

(e) DAILY BIBLE STUDY. One other point I want to 
make, John, that was exciting: My sister, Leslie, Jane and 
I had a Bible study every morning, and a prayer that even 
though we were in Japan to do business, our major motivation 
was to ask God's will to use our lives to promote his king
dom here on earth, and to use us in any way that he could. 
We prayed that he would lead us to promote the cause of 
Jesus Christ through this vehicle. It appears that our 
prayers worked, or that He was taking us up on it, as we 
had many opportunities. 

(lO)RELEASE OF PAUL J. MEYER BY GLADYS HUDSON AND 
LOIS STRAIN. I forgot to mention that the new book about 
me was released when we got to Kyoto, and after that it sold 
thousands of copies. The reason I know that is because my 
hand got so sore autographing them! But Arita was smart: 
He charged everybody $100 each to come to the parties, on 
the promise that I would have photos made with them, sign 
their SMI programs they had bought at any time in the past, 
or sign anything else , particularly the new book. So I 
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