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STUDY NUMBER FIVE - Joshua 5:1-15 

5 Now when all the Amorite kings 
west of the Jordan and all the Ca

naanite .kings along the seacoast heard 
how the Loao had dried up the Jordan 
before the Israelites until we had crossed 
over, their hearts sank ;and they no long
er h;ad the cour;age to face the Israelites. 

lAt that time the Loao said to Joshua, 
"Make flint knives and circumci~ the Is
raelites ;ag;ain." lSo Joshua made flint 
knives ;and circumcised the Israelites at 

. Gibeath Haaraloth.c 
•Now this is why he did so: All those 

who came out of Egypt-all the men of 
military age- died in the desert on the 
way after leaving Egypt. ~All the people 
that came out had been circumcised, but 
all the people born in the desert during 
the journey from Egypt had not. •The Is
raelites had moved about in the desert 
forty years until all the men who were of 
military age when they left Egypt had 
died, since they had not obeyed the Loao. 
For the Lo11.o had sworn to them that they 
would not see the land that he had sol
emnly promised their fathers to give us, 
a land flowing with milk and honey. 75o 
he raised up their sons in their place, and 
these were the ones Joshua circumcised. 
They were still uncircumcised because 
they had not been circumcised on the 
way . •And after the whole na tion had 
been circumcised, they remained where· 
they were in ump until they were 
healed. 

'Then the Loao said to Joshua, "Today 
J have rolled away the reproach of Egypt 
from you." So the place has been called 
Gilgal• to this day. 

IO()n the evening of the fourteenth day 
of the month, while camped at Giigal on 
the plains of Jericho, the Israelites cele
br;ated the Passover. llThe day. after the 
Passover, that very day, they ate some of 
the produce of the land: unleavened 
bread ;and roasted grain. ll'fhe manna 
stopped the day ilfter• they ale this food 
from the land; there was no longer any 
manna for the Israelites, but that year 
they ate of the produce of Canaan. 

The Fall of Jericho 
llNow when Joshua was near Jericho, 

he looked up ;and saw a man standing in 
front of him with a drawn sword in his 
hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, 
"Are you for us or for our enemies?" 

W'Neither," he replied, "but as com
mander of the army of the Loao l have 
now come." Then Joshua fell facedown 
to the ground in reverence, and asked 
him, "What message does my Lord' have 
for his servant?" 

tSThe commander of the Loao's army 
replied, "Take off your sandals, for the 
place where you are standing is holy." 

. And Joshua did so. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Genesis 35:1-3 

Then God said to Jacob, "Arise, go up to Bethel, 
and live there; and make an altar there to God, who 
appeared to you when you fled from your brother 
Esau." So Jacob said to his household and to all 
who were with him, "Put away the foreign gods which 
are among you, and purify yourselves, and change 
your garments; and let us arise and go up to 
Bethel; and I will make an altar there to God, who 
answered me in the day of my distress, and has been 
with me wherever I have gone." 

We come to our tinal chapter in the first division of 
the book THE INVASION OF THE LAND (chaps. 1-5), and in 
this chapter we see three significant things happening 
in anticipation of the possession of the land: 

1. The command of circumcision 

2. The celebration of the Passover 

3 . A visit from the commander of the army of 
the Lord 

1. In chap. 1 we saw the commissioning of Joshua, 
as the Lord speaks, Joshua speaks, and the people 
speak. 

2. In chap. 2 we saw the spying episode with the two 
spies being sheltered at Rahab's house in Jericho. 

3. In chap. 3 we saw the crossing of the Jordan and 
the entrance into the land. 

4. In chap. 4 the stone memorials were described in 
that there were twelve stones in the river and 
twelve stones at the campsite at Gilgal. 
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October 29 
"He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver." 

(Mal. 3:3.) 

I
UR Father, who seeks to perfect His saints in holi· 
ness, knows the value of the refiner's fire. It is with 
the most precious metals that the assayer takes the 
most pains, and subjects them to the hot fire, because 
such fires melt the metal, and onlr. the molten mass 
releases its alloy or takes perfectly its new form in the 
mould. The old refiner never leaves his crucible, but 
sits down by it, lest there should be one excessive de

gree of heat to mar the metal. But as soon as he skims from 
the surface the last of the dross, and sees his own face reflected. 
he puts out the fire.-Arthur T. Pierson. 

"He sat by a fire of seven-fold heat, 
As He watched by the precious <>Te, 

And closer He bent with a searching gaze 
As He heated it more and more. 

He knew He had ore that could stand the test, 
And He wanted the finest gold 

To mould as a crown for the King to wear, 
Set with gems with a price untold. 

So He laid our gold in the burning fire, 
Tho' we fain would have said Him 'Nay,' 

And He watched the dross that we had not seen, 
And it melted and passed away. 

And the gold grew brighter and yet more bright, 
But our eyes were so dim with tears, 

We saw but the fire--not the Master's hand, 
And questioned with anxious fears. 

Yet our gold shone out with a richer glow, 
As it mirrOTed a Form above, 

That bent o'er the fire, tho' unseen by us, 
With a look of ineffable love. 

Can we think that it pleases His loving heart 
To cause us a moment's pain? 

Ah, no! but He saw through the prese?tt cross 
The bliss of eternal gain. 

So He waited thMe with a watchful eye, 
With a lo-ve that is strong and sure, 

And His goW did not suffer a bit more heat, 
Than wcu needed to make it pure." 
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We now come to chap . 5, and I have titled this chapter : 
...IHE CONSECRATION . 

CONSECRATION always comes before CONQUEST . 

There are four things that stand out in this chapter : 

1. A new POSITION in the circumcision rite 

2. A new BEGINNING in the celebration of the 
Passover 

3. A new FOOD in the corn and produce from the 
land 

4. A new CAPTAIN, the commander of the Lord's 
army. 

I read a tract the other day that was titled '' You Are 
Being Developed - The Dark Room Experience." This 
really describes chap. 5, as final preparations are 
being made for the possession of the land which has been 
invaded. 

Here we are CLEANING UP THE CLUTTER. The Israelites are 
getting their acts together. 

2 Cor. 7:1 

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let 
us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God. 

1 John 3:3 

And everyone who has this hope fi xed on him 
purifies himself, just as he is pure. 
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v. 1 Now when a ll the Affiorite king s west o f the Jordan 
and all the Canaanite kings along the seacoast 
heard how the Lord had dried up the Jordan bg fore 
the Israelites until we had c r ossed o yer . tbg i r 
hearts sank and they no longer had the cour a ge to 
face the Isr aelites. 

The word "now" helps us to see that this chapter is a 
continuation of the previous. 

The Amorite kings Sihon and Og have already been wiped 
out east of the Jordan, and now these are the Amorite 
kings west of the Jordan . "And all the Canaanite kings 
along the seacoast" refers to the kings along the 
Mediterranean. 

The message that these kings heard that really upset 
them was " how the Lord had dried up the Jordan before 
the Israelites until we had crossed over . " 

Two things happened to them: 

1. Their hearts sank . 

2. They no longer had the courage to face the 
Israelites. 

How do you describe someone when you say: "Their hearts 
sank"? I guess the answer to that is they were 
DEMORALIZED, DISCOURAGED, and DEFEATED already. 

Secondly, we read , " They no longer had the courage to 
face the Israelites. " 

They all started singing "This Land Is Your Land." 

They did not want to fight. Anyone fight i ng God always 
loses . 

There should have been a mass exodus from the land by 
these citizens if they knew what was good for them. 
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This was a strategic moment. Certainly it must be 
the right moment to launch an all-out offensive. But no, 
God is never in a hurry. God's delays are always 
infinitely more profitable than our haste . We are 
always in a fever to do something for God and have 
forgotten that the first thing God wants is that we 
should be something for Him. In this time of delay God 
had lessons to teach His people which were going to 
decide all the future course of warfare in the land. 
p. 77 
Victorious Christian Living by Alan Redpath 

<;;o_.f.~ R~slte.& Ce>J /e4 cit ( 
Certainly the military leaders of Israel must have 

favored an immediate all-out offensive. What better 
time than this to strike a paralyzing blow? 

But this was not God's plan. He is never in a 
hurry, although His children sometimes are. If you feel 
pressured to make a decision or to act immediately in a 
situation, without time to consult the Lord about it, 
you need to resist the pressure. God does not ask you 
to reach decisions without adequate opportunity for 
prayer and consideration. 
p. 39 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

You can just hear the military leaders shouting "LET'S 
GO FOR IT! It's now time to act! Let's get them right 
away! A surprise strike will make it easy for us to 
possess the land. Let's move now." 

2 ~z... 'T~1be..s e:;~~ l.fO,(')ac 4re fl"l";.,j '54wQn~.r; Ar>11eJ A1t24cli' ~ 
~~ /1 d.-1-1, 

There is a principle of Scripture that we can verify on 
many occasions, and that i s, when we are most eager to 
act is when we'll make the most pitiful mistakes. 

Isaiah 55:8,9 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. 
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v . 2 At that time the Lord said to Joshua, "Make 
flint kniyes and circumcise the Israelites a g a j n." 

The message of the Lord to Joshua is to do something to 
the Israelites before he does anything to the enemies of 
the land . 

They have just entered the land which is a part of the 
promise in the Abrahamic Covenant, and they no longer 
bear the mark of the Abrahamic Covenant in their flesh . 
So this matter must be taken care of first before they 

can go on to conquest. Fivsf TAiii1'.r Fir.JI- .. G'<S.f ./-0 qe f y- ,1·1.,./-
be. F°<H"e Ced w 1 't I 

bJe SS ! The mark of the Abrahamic Covenant, according to 
Genesis 17:1-14 was circumcision. 

Genesis 17:1-14 
V 1Utn-y &imer As A ..ees'-4 J .f. 
<!>~ obe_J,~vicc., ! 

Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord 
appeared to Abram and said to him, 

"I am God Almighty; 
Walk before Me, and be blameless. 
And I will establish My covenant between Me and 

you, 
And I will multiply you exceedingly." 

And Abram fell on his face, and God talked with 
him, saying, 

"As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, 
And you shall be the father of a multitude of 

nations. 
No longer shall your name be called Abram, 
But your name shall be Abraham ; 
For I will make you the father of a 

multitude of nations. 
And I will make you exceedingly fruitful,1 and I 
will make nations of you, and kings shall• come 
forth from you. And I will establish My covenant 
between Me and you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants 
after you. And I will giv e to you and to your 
descendants after you, the land of your 
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession ; and I will be their God . " 
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God said further to Abraham, "Now as for you, 
you shall keep My covenant, you and your 
descendants after you throughout their generations . 
This is My covenant , which you shall keep, between 
Me and you and your descendants after you: every 
male among you shall be circumcised. And you shall 
be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; and 
it shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and 
you. And every male among you who is eight days 
old shall be circumcised throughout your 
generations, a servant who is born in the house or 
who is bought with money from any foreigner , who is 
not of your descendants . A servant who is born in 
your house or who is bought with your money shall 
surely be circumcised; thus shall My covenant be in 
your flesh for an everlasting covenant . But an 
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the 
flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off ~~ )d 
! rom his people; he has broken My covenant.' 

UV\ C!.'\ .Y(!,\,MIY\ (!, t S 'e. " 0:: b l"O l::Uo\ l:!Q ~ +-
But before attacking the enemy God called upon His 

people to use sharp knives upon their own flesh . The 
sharp knife speaks of self-judgment. Before a believer 
is fit to enter into combat with his spiritual enemies 
he needs to use this knife of self-judgment, which is 
the Word of God in living power upon his own heart and 
tl.ife. 
p. 57 
Joshua, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther by H. A. Ironside 

Hebrews 4:12 

For the Word of God is living and active and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 
as far as the division of soul and spirit , of 
both joints and marrow, and able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart . ~ 

~. 12 ~ 11 ~1~~ A i1de evt.{''1 we 1 ~'1+- ~ ~ ~1 Y1 .. .. 

v . 3 So ,Joshua ma d e fl in t k nj y e 5 and c j rcqmc j5ed t he 
Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth. 
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Joshua is instantaneously obedient to the Lord's command 
and prepares the flint knives and carries out the 
circumcision surgery upon all the Irsaelite males. And 
he did this~Gibeath Haaraloth, which means, "Hill of 
Foreskins." Thfs was located very close to Gilgal. 

S'e.f 4p 74/r Sur9,Ct:z I (!./1i11'c.t her-e a./".se .,Id c;, 19'\I 
$ cJ..e.J c.t / .e, J_ ~·U"' S fA. r<f et'7 "4-J ;4-r.\ 0 t.A ~ • f 4 ~I i,+_, f' , 

Despite all of this, Joshua was utterly determined 
to carry out God's commandment in this spiritual rite . 
He recognized that in crossing Jordan, God's covenant to 
His people had been consummated. He saw clearly that a 
new era had been opened before Israel in which they were 
to be Jehovah's special, "chosen covenant people." He was 
not ashamed to insist that proudly, gladly they bear the 
mark which established them in this renewed relationship. 

Remarkably, all of Israel consented to go through 
this rigorous rite . It was a painful ordeal . But it 
displayed the new and refreshing attitude of compliance 
with the commander's wishes. 

This circumcision ceremony became for Israel a 
spiritual sacrament of enormous import. In unmistakable 
terms of profound and painful significance it signaled 
their identity as God's people. They were intended to 
be a people set apart to the purposes of God . They were 
through forever with Egypt or any remote desire to return 
to its brutal bondage. They were done with the wasted 
desert days of divided loyalties and divided desires. 

In essence, circumcision for Israel in this 
occasion marked them as dead to the past , and alive , 
eager to be utterly God's in the future. It was the 
counterpart to the sacred sacrament of baptism so unique 
in the spiritual saga of modern day Christians. 

It was a titanic turning point upon which the 
nation's history hinged. Only because of Joshua's 
fearless faith in God's ability to preserve Israel in 
this their hour of mortal peril did he proceed with it. 
p. 90 
Joshua: Man of Fearless Faith by W. Phillip Keller 
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What application does this have to your life and mine? 
To me the sharp knives speak of the Word of God, which is 
quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword. 
It is able to divide. In our country today all the 
morality lines are rubbed out, but there is still black 
and white in the Word of God. We need to get back to Bible 
morality, because there is no blessing to this nation or 
any people until they come back to the Word of God . 

Another conditioning for conquest had been the vision 
of the Captain of the hosts of the LORD. General Joshua 
is going to take orders from above. 
p. 39 
Joshua-Judges by J. Vernon McGee 

Deut. 10:16 

Circumcise then your heart, and stiffen no more . 

Jeremiah 4:4 

Circumcise yourselves to the Lord and remove the 
foreskins of your heart. 

Romans 12:1,2 

With eyes wide open to the mercies of God, I 
beg you, my brothers, as an act of intelligent 
worship, to give him your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, consecrated to him and acceptable by 
him. Don't let the world around you squeeze 
you into its own mold, but let God remold your 
minds from within, so that you may prove in 
practice that the plan of God for you is good, 
meets all his demands and moves toward the 
goal of true maturity . 

John 15:1,2 

I am the 
dresser . 
fruit he 
fruit he 

true v ine, and my Father is the v ine 
Every branch in me that does not bear 

takes away, and every branch that bears 
prunes it that it may bear more fruit . 
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Colossians 3 : 5-11 

Therefore, consider the members of your earthly 
body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil 
desire and greed, which amounts to idolatry. For 
it is on account of these things that the wrath of 
God will come . And in them you also once walked 
when you were living in them . But now you also, 
put them all aside: anger, rage, malice, slander, 
and abusive speech from your mouth. Do not lie to 
one another since you laid aside the old self with 
its evil practices and have put on the new self who 
is being renewed to a true knowledge according to 
the image of the one who created him; a renewal in 
which there is no distinction between Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave man and free man, but Christ is 
all and in all. 

v. 4 Now th j s is why be d j d so: AJJ those who came 
out of Egypt--alJ the men of military a ge--d jed 
jn t he desert OD t he way af t er Je av j ng Egypt. 

The Word~expresses continuity, and the writer stops 
long enou~o tell us why the Lord makes this top 
priority before conquest of the land can take place. 
"Al l those who came out of Egypt" They ~ out but 
they didn't come in. They died in the desert =--- -
v . 5 All the peop le that came out had been c j rcumc ised , 

but all the peop le born in the desert during the 
journey from Egypt had not. 

The writer tells us that all of the people who came out 
of Egypt had been circumcised , but i n contrast, all the 
people born in the desert during the journey from Egypt 
had not . 
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Isn't it interesting that as we get out of fellowship 
with the Lord we get careless? We stop reading the 
Word, we stop Eraying, we stop witnessing and sharing 
O'\'.i'r" faith with others--

,o 

and like the writer to the book of HEBREWS 
describes it: "We become dull of hearing . " 

and as JESUS describes it in Revelation chap. 3: 
"We become lukewarm, neither cold nor hot." 

This rite had been set aside while they wandered in the 
wilderness. 

v. 6 The Israeli tes had moyed about in the desert forty 
Years until all the men who were of military age 
when they left Egypt had died, since they had not 
obeyed the Lord. For the Lord had sworn to t hem 
that they would not see the land that he had 
solemnly promised t heir fathers to give us, a land 
flowing with milk and honey . 

During this forty-year period, they had wandered around 
in the wilderness and all of them had died. And we have 
the reason for this judgment in a key phrase: "Since 
they had not obeyed the Lord." 

What a sober reminder this is, and what a top priority 
God puts upon obedience and the manifestation of the 
obedient heart. 

The reason, then, is stated in the latter part of 
verse 6: "For the Lord had sworn to them that they 
would not see the land that he had solemnly promised 
their fathers to give us, a land flowing with milk and 
honey." 
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v. 7 So he raised up their sons in their place. and. 
these were the ones Joshua circumcised . They were 

.still uncircumcised because they had not been 
c j rcpmq jsed on the way . 

Now the writer makes a very specific statement of what 
had been done: "So he raised up their sons in their 
place." 

We miss so much by disobedience. Moses surrendered the 
privilege of taking the people into the land because of 
disobedience in striking the rock instead of speaking to 
it. And thus here in this situation the children of 
Israel who came up to the land and refused to go in also 
missed the joy of possessing a land flowing with milk 
and honey. 

Fellow Christian, do not be afraid of the knife. 
It is in the hand of the lover of your soul, Jesus your 
Saviour. Whatever be the cost, let Gilgal be for you 
today the place of absolute renunciation of everything 
that the Spirit of God reveals to you that is contrary 
to His will That is Christian experience which is not 
merely the teaching of a doctrine but the living of a 
life. It is not merely the understanding of truth, it 
is looking into the face of Jesus and asking Him to make 
Calvary real in your soul, no matter what it may cost 
you. Do you dare face that renunciation? 
p. 83 
Victorious Christian Living by Alan Redpath 

The miraculous passage of the Jordan gave clear 
proof that Israel was once more restored unto the Divine 
favour, that Jehovah had resumed His covenant 
relationship with them, that in emerging from the river 
of death, judgment was behind them; that His sentence 
upon their fathers had been completed. That miracle 
showed unmistakably that Jehovah now owned Israel as His 
people, and therefore were they fit subjects again to 
receive the sign of the covenant upon their bodies. 
Circumcision was the token of the Abrahamic covenant 
(Gen . xvii, 11). That ordinance was the mark by which 
the natural seed of Abraham was distinguished from all 
other nations as a people in covenant with Jehovah, and 
which bound them by a special obligation to obey Him. 
It was the sign of the promissory part of the covenant 
which secured to Abraham's seed the land of promise 
(Gen. xvii, 8). Thus it was fitting that this second 
generation should now be circumcized. 
p. 124 -
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur W. Pink 
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v . 8 And after the whole nation had been circumcised. 
they remained where they were in camp un t il they 
were healed. 

Once the surgery is complete, the nation remained where 
they were in camp unti l ev erybody heale d up. 

The newly circumcised men remained at Gilgal until 
they were healed (5 : 7-8). As a result of the Israelites' 
obedience to the covenant of Abraham signified in 
circumcision, God told Joshua that the "reproach of Egypt" 
had been rolled away from them (5:9). Two basic thoughts 
are involved in the phrase "reproach of Egypt." (1) God 
had withheld His covenant blessings from the generation 
of rebels that died in the desert. (2) The Egyptians 
derided Israel, suggesting God had taken them into the 
desert in order to slay them (Exod. 32:12). When the 
Israelites obeyed the command to be circumcised, God 
removed from them the reproach of Egypt. The people 
again stood under the blessing of God, who promised to 
give them the land as their inheritance. In recognition 
of this significant event, the place was named Gilgal, 
meaning "rolling," to signify that God rolled away the 
reproach of Egypt from Israel there. 
p . 48 
Joshua by Paul P. Enns 

Like every man, of course, I 
of how a labor pain really feels. 
"If you want to know the feeling, 
lip and pull it over your head." 
p. 31 
Fatherhood by Bill Cosby 

had no understanding 
Carol Burnett said, 

just take your bottom 

v . 9 Then t he r.ard said to .Joshua, " Today r have 
r q JJed away the rep roach of Egypt from y ou." So 
t he p l ace h as beep c a JJed Gilgal to this day . 
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The word " then" points us to the .Lord's response to 
obedience. His response is: "Today I have rolled away 
the reproach of Egypt from you. " 

As a result of the Lord's message, t he place where they 
were staying was called Gilgal--"to r oll away." 

The Lord's response, then, to obedience is to roll away 
your reproach. 

And so Joshua, at the command of God, had all the 
children of Israel circumcised. The reproach of 
Egyptians who scoff ingly suggested that God had 
delivered Israel from Egypt in order to slay them in the 
mountains (Exodus 32:12) was now rolled away (5:9a). As 
a historical marker for this bright new day, the area 
was appropriately named Gilgal (literally "rolling off or 
away") . 

B. The Token of Blood: Anticipation of deliverance 
( 5: 10) 

Israel's first Passover was observed in Egypt 
(Exodus 12:1-20). The slaying of the paschal lamb, and 
the applying of the blood to the doorposts and lintels, 
anticipated deliverance from the oppression of that 
land. The blood was a token assuring such deliverance: 
"And the blood shall be to you for a token . . • and when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you" (Exodus 12:13). 
Israel's second Passover was observed in the wilderness, 
when hopes of reaching the land were high (Num. 9:5). 
Now, as the people of a new generation reached Canaan 
and recalled from history how God delivered their 
forefathers out of Egypt, they also could anticipate 
deliverance in the battles to come, as the lamb was 
slain for the Passover. The circumcision rite was for 
positional relationship; this Passover sacrifice was for 
stirring up hopes of deliverance. 
p. 50 
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L . Jensen 
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~o-day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off 
you! This word is fulfilled, (1.) at Gilgal; (2.) much 
more gloriously at Golgotha.- -The reproach of Egypt--sin 
and its misery. 
p. 67 
Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures 

by John Peter Lange 

Gilgal, as it is described in chapter 5, is on the 
edge of the desert, beyond the Jordan, on the east 
border of the city of Jericho; it is a place of waiting 
and a place of learning. These are not always easy 
things to do, no matter where we are. Most of us would 
find it much easier to rush on to Jericho and watch 
those walls come tumbling down. That is where the 
action is . That is where the battlefront is . We want 
to get into the activity. But Gilgal is an important 
stop . God often puts a Gilgal in the life of the 
Christian. 
p. 56 
This Land Is Your Land by Paul E. Toms 

v.10 On the evenjng of the fourteenth day of the month. 
while camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, 
the Israelites celebrated the Passover. 

We have a transition now between verses 9 and 10. 

. Whereas in verses 1- 9 we have been speaking particularly 
\/;,~ ~,er" about their new position as a result of circumcision, we 
~07< . now talk about a new beginning in the celebration of the 

\\[)lY' ~r' Passover. 
~ ~e~'" 
\q'~~ 
/" 

) 

Leviticus 23:4-8 

These are the appointed times of the Lord, holy 
convocations which you shall proclaim at the times 
appointed for them. In the first month, on the 
fourteenth day of the month at twilight is the 
Lord's Passover. Then on the fifteenth day of the 
same month there is the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
to the Lord; for seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread. On the first day you shall have 
a holy convocation; you shall not do any laborious 
work . But for seven days you shall present an 
offering by fire to the Lord. On the seventh day 
is a holy convocation; you shall not do any 
laborious work. 
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The crossing of the Jordan was so like the crossing 
of the Red Sea that the celebration in Egypt could not 
fail to come back vividly to all the older people,--those 
that were under twenty at the exodus, to whom the 
sentence of exclusion from Canaan did not apply (Num . 
xiv . 29). Many of these must have looked on while their 
fathers sprinkled the lintels and door posts with the 
blood of the lamb, and must have listened to the awful 
death-cry of the firstborn of the Egyptians. They must 
have remembered well that memorable midnight when all 
were in such excitement marching away from Egypt; and 
not less vividly must they have remembered the terror 
that seized them when the Egyptian host was seen in 
pursuit; and then again the thrill of triumph with which 
they passed between the crystal walls, under the glow 
of the fiery pillar; and once more the triumphant notes 
of Miriam's timbrel and the voices of the women, "Sing 
unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously; the 
horse and his rider He hath cast into the sea." And now 
these days of glory were coming back! As surely as the 
passage of the sea had been followed by the destruction 
of the Egyptians, so surely would the passage of the 
Jordan be followed by the destruction of the Canaanites. 
Glorious things were spoken of the city of their God. 
pp . 121-22 
The Expositor's Bible - The Book of Joshua 

by William Garden Blaikie, D.D., LL . D. 

v.11 The day after the Passoyer. that yery day . they 
a te some o f the p roduce of the land: unleayened 
bread and roasted grain. 

In accordance with the celebration of the Passover, they 
ate the unleavened bread. But the significant part of 
this statement is that they ate some of the fruit of the 
land. 

v.12 The ma nna stopped the day after they ate this f ood 
from t he l apd· t here was no longer any manna for 
the Israelites. but that y ear they ate of the 
p roduce of Canaan. 
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There are two further lessons that we must learn at 
Gilgal before we can start a warfare against the enemy. 
We have learned thus far that Gilgal was a place of 
remembrance and resurrection. It was also a place of 
renuociatiQD and of ~estoration. where fellowship with 
God was reneweg . Now I want to show you from these 
verses in Joshua that it is yet further a place of 
realization and of revelation. "And the manna ceased on 
the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the 
land; neither had the children of Israel manna any more; 
but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that 
year." (Joshua 5:12). 
p. 90 
Victorious Christian Living by Alan Redpath 

God usually performs no miracles when one can have 
natural means to accomplish something, and then He 
points us to the ordinary way of subsistence and toil; 
He will bless that and will support us therein. 
Therefore, Christian, sing, pray, and go on in God's 
ways. 
p. 67 
Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures 

by John Peter Lange 

A wonderful process we have seen in all these readings. 
We have seen the cloud by day displaced, giving way to the 
ark of the covenant. Hence the words, "Ye have not passed 
this way heretofore,"--that is, as we have seen, Ye have not 
heretofore had the ark of the covenant ahead of you, but 
only a symbolic cloud--now the cloud goes and you follow a 
written document. We have seen the manna displaced by the 
corn of Canaan : there is no more manna because the corn is 
plentiful, and nature will not do the work of the 
supernatural: the work of the supernatural is not indeed 
amid the bountifulness of nature. And, further than this, 
let us remind ourselves again and again, we know Christ no 
more after the flesh. Paul says, "He is risen." He is 
vanished. There is no fleshly Christ now. The great 
dispensation of the Spirit has opened. Under that 
dispensation we live. How wondrously we have returned to 
the cloud period and the fire-by-night method of guiding 
the world!--for what is the Spirit but as it were a cloud 
without measure, impalpable,--a fire we cannot touch, yet 
whose radiance and warmth are always available? 
p. 133 
Preaching Through the Bible by Joseph Parker 1,. ~(61.tj, f-rve '"'"" fi.,,.IC. 

2 ,,. """'"' V\ '( - (!~ ti\. 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

) 

) 

-17-

A similar law guides the economy of prayer. We have no 
right to ask that mercies may come to us through 
extraordinary channels, when it is in our power to get 
them by ordinary means. If it is in our power to procure 
bread by our labour, we dare not ask it to be sent direct. 
We are only too prone to make prayer at the eleventh 
hour an excuse for want of diligence or want of courage 
in what bears on the prosperity of the spiritual life. 
It may be that of His great generosity God sometimes 
blesses us, even though we have made a very inadequate 
use of the ordinary means. But on that we have no right 
to presume. We are fond of short and easy methods where 
the natural method would be long and laborious. 
p. 124 
(The Expositor's Bible - The Book of Joshua 

William Garden Blaikie, D. D. , LL.D.) 

Lastly, of all exchanges in room of old provisions the 
most striking is that which our Lord thus set forth: "It 
is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I 
will send Him to you.'' If we should think of life, even 
the Christian life, as a mere time of enjoyment, albeit 
spiritual enjoyment, no statement could be more paradoxical 
or unpalatable . It is because life is a training school, 
and because what we most need in that school is the 
immediate action of the Divine Spirit on our spirits, 
purifying, elevating, strengthening, guiding all that is 
deepest in our nature, that our Lord's words are true. 
Very precious had been the manna that ceased when Jesus left. 
But more nourishing is the new corn with which the Spirit 
feeds us. Let us prize it greatly so long as we are in the 
flesh. We shall know the good of it when we enter on the 
next stage of our being . Then, in the fullest sense, the 
manna will cease, and we shall eat the corn of the land. 
p . 127 
(The Expositor's Bible - The Book of Joshua 

William Garden Blaikie, D.D., LL.D.) 

The lesson taught by the manna (Deut. 8:3) had been 
sufficient. God's pedagogy could now resort to other 
means, namely those of ordinary providence. 
p. 103 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 
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"And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had 
eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the 
children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of 
the fruit of the land of Canaan that year" (verse 12) . 
"To show that it did not come by chance, or by common 
providence as snow or hail does, but by the special 
designation of Divine wisdom and goodness; for as it 
came just when they needed it, so it continued as long 
as they had occasion for it, and no longer" (M . Henry) . 
The practical lesson which we are to draw therefrom is, 
that we are not to expect extraordinary supplies when 
they can be had in an ordinary way: God works no 
unnecessary miracles. 
p. 140 
Gleanings from Joshua by Arthur W. Pink 

The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from 
the land. There was no longer any manna for the 
Israelites, but in contrast, that year they ate of the 
produce of Canaan. 

v.13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho. he looked u p 
and saw a man standing in front of him with a 
drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to hjm 
and asked, "Are you for us or f g r rnir enern j e s ?" 

The word "Now" occurs for the third time in the passage 
and once again forms a continuation of the account. 

How beautiful it is to see that obedience is followed by 
revelation. 

Joshua is out SCOUTING, SEARCHING, AND SEEKING a way to 
take the city of Jericho, the first challenge they are 
going to face in the new land. 
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Nehemiah 2:11-18 

So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. 
And I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. 
I did not tell any one what my God was putting into 
my mind to do for Jerusalem and there was no animal 
with me except the animal on which I was riding. 
So I went out at night by the Valley Gate in the 
direction of the Dragon's Well and on to the Refuse 
Gate, inspecting the walls of Jerusalem which were 
broken down and its gates which were consumed by 
fire. Then I passed on to the Fountain Gate and 
the King's Pool, but there was no place for my 
mount to pass. So I went up at night by the ravine 
and inspected the wall. Then I entered the Valley 
Gate again and returned. And the officials did not 
know where I had gone or what I had done; nor had I 
as yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the 
officials, or the rest who did the work. Then I 
said to them, "You see the bad situation we are in, 
that Jerusalem is desolate and its gates burned by 
fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem 
that we may no longer be a reproach." And I told 
them how the hand of my God had been favorable to 
me, and also about the king's words which he had 
spoken to me. Then they said, "Let us arise and 
build." So they put their hands to the good work. 

Joshua was before the Lord. "Lord, are You on my 
side or the other? I have a plan, Lord. I'm goio...g_J:.o___ 
take over this land. ' I have my s.ke:tche_s ready." 

He's been standing there studying the situation, 
planning this crusade against Jericho, never bothering 
to talk to the Lord. He's not on his knees, but on his 
feet. The Lord wants him on his face. 

In the land of Egypt, Joshua may have been a 
military man. He was probably well acquainted with 
battle strategy, attack plans and modern equipment. He 
was Moses' number one assistant. Now, here he was 
before the Lord. What a stroke of good luck, he 
thinks. Here's the perfect opportunity to impress Him 
with my battle plan. 

"Lord, listen to this. Take a look at these 
sketches--they're really good. See, we can send two 
divisions over the wall with ladders; two divisions are 
going to tunnel under; then one platoon is going to be 
catapulted right over the top! 
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"Clever, right? All the latest techniques known to 
modern warfare. By the way, whose side did You say You 
were on? You are on our side, aren't You?" 

There he is, with all his charts and graphs spread 
out in the sand, all his textbooks on Egyptian warfare 
that he'd checked out from Pharaoh's library and forgot 
to return. 

"Now all you have to do, Lord, is read over 
these--just skim them--and sign at the bottom. " 

But the Lord had come to take over! What a shock 
for Joshua . 
p. 47 
(The Moment to Shout by Luis Palau) 

Joshua was alone, prayerfully contemplating what the 
next step should be, when suddenly there appeared before 
him "a man with his sword drawn in his hand". Joshua 
challenged him . . . 

This was an event of profound importance, and the 
following four points should be carefully considered: 
that the man who appeared was a warrior; that Joshua was 
prepared to fight; that Joshua knew of only two sides, 
"for" and "against"; and that the man warrior announced 
that he was more than man; that He was none other than 
the Captain of all God's angelic hosts; and that for the 
conflict now about to begin, He had come, not merely to 
direct the army of Israel but to fight for and with it. 

Now every part of this incident is relevant to the 
Church of God and to the individual Christian. God in 
Christ appears in many aspects to His people, and always 
in the manner most suited to the circumstances and need 
of the hour. 

w. Graham Scroggie 
p. 70 
Bible Men of Faith by J . Oswald Sanders 

He had learned this lesson in embryo at Rephidim 
where he had experienced his first baptism of battle. 
The wonderful prayer-picture of Moses, ~aron, and Hur 
prevailing in prayer against Amalek on the mountain 
while he prevailed by arms in the valley has provided 
endless inspiration to those in the thick of spiritual 
warfare. 

Joshua had drawn up a plan of campaign for the 
conquest of Canaan, which apparently met with divine 
approval. His strategy was to drive a wedge into the 
centre of the land, west from Jerusalem, and thus split 
the opposition--the time-honoured strategem of "divide 
and conquer". He then planned to wheel south to 
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eliminate the southern foe and later to mop up the 
remnant in the north . It is a striking tribute to his 
God-guided military genius that General Allenby's 
successful conquest of the Holy Land during World War I 
was admittedly due to the fact that he followed the plan 
of campaign conceived by Joshua. 
p. 75 
Bible Men of Faith by J. Oswald Sanders 

The fact that the commander had his sword drawn is 
noteworthy: it pointed to the coming judgment on the 
inhabitants of the land. Thus 5:13-15 can be seen as 
the basis for the conquest of chapters 6-12 . The 
theophany provides the transition from Israel's entrance 
into the land to Israel's conquest of the land . 
Although Joshua was Israel's human captain , the Lord 
Himself was now preparing to lead His people in battle 
against the enemy. 
p. 50 
Joshua by Paul P. Enns 

Rev . 14: 14-20 

And I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and 
sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, 
having a golden crown on His head, and a sharp 
sickle in His hand. And another angel came out of 
the temple, crying out with a loud voice to Him who 
sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle and reap, 
because the hour to reap has come, because the 
harvest of the earth is ripe." And He who sat on 
the cloud swung His sickle over the earth; and the 
earth was reaped . And another angel came out of 
the temple which is in heaven, and he also had a 
sharp sickle . And another angel, the one who has 
power over fire, came out from the altar; and he 
called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp 
sickle, saying, "Put in your sharp sickle, and 
gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, 
because her grapes are ripe . " And the angel swung 
his sickle to the earth, and gathered the clusters 
from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the 
great wine press of the wrath of God. And the wine 
press was trodden outside the city, and blood came 
out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, 
for a distance of two hundred miles . 
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Joshua, like a true general, asks the heavenly visitor a 
question: "Are you for us or for our enemies?" Whose 
side are you on? 

v.14 "Neither," he rep lied, "but as commander of the 
army of the Lord I have now come." Then Joshua 
fell facedown to the ground in reverence. and asked 
him, "What message does my Lord have for his 
seryant?" 

v.15 The commander o f the Lord's army rep lied. "Take 
off your sandals. for the p lace where y ou are 
stand j nq is h q l y " And Joshua did so . 

The Lord says, "Neither, but as commander of the army of 
the Lord I have now come." I have come not to choose 
sides . I have come to take over in this situation. 

Now you are going to see what I can do. 

Obedience brings a REVELATION OF OUR RESOURCES . 

First, the Lord establishes Himself as Commander. 
Second , He says, " I have now come." Now, now, now! 
Not tomorrow, not sometime=- Now! This is the moment . 

Does this awesome scene remind you of Saul of 
Tarsus falling off his mule on the Damascus road in Acts 
9? Does it remind you of Peter on his knees exclaiming, 
"Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord" (Luke 5:8)? 

Better still does this remind you of a very 
personal encounter at some point in your own life? Have 
you ever, with a sense of finality, fallen on your face 
and asked--no conditions attached--"What does my Lord 
bid His servant?" 
p.50 
The Moment to Shout by Luis Palau 
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Surely this was the same One before whom a leper fell 
and worshiped in thanksgiving for having been cleansed. 
Surely this was none other than the Saviour at whose feet 
Peter fell in a fishing boat and acknowledged Him to be 
his Lord. He is the One of whom John tells us in the 
Revelation that He is "King of kings and Lord of lords." 
Here is none other than Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour, who has come at that moment to meet Joshua. 
p. 94 
Victorious Christian Living by Alan Redpath 

This chapter records four experiences which God brought to 
Joshua and the people, each one centered about a token, or 
symbol: circumcision, blood, fruit, and a sword . 
p. 49 
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L . Jensen 

The Christian who sincerely desires to live his life 
in God's blessed will and favor--in God's rest-land--will 
find that it is not he living the life, but Christ living 
in him. Therefore, in the face of all the enemies of his 
soul who would keep him from his living relationship to 
Christ as Lord, he must prepare his heart. First, has 
unconfessed sin broken fellowship with God, causing a 
suspension of claim to His blessing? Confession will mark 
the day of reproach rolled away. Then, is there a lurking 
doubt whether God will give the victories He has promised, 
because of unworthiness? When God sees the blood of Jesus 
His Son, He passes over and delivers. Perhaps the Christian 
has been hesitant to partake of a token of the blessings of 
Canaan land. He needs but taste and see! The fruit of the 
land is so much more delightful than the manna of the desert. 
And if the weight of battle against Satan and his hosts is 
too heavy to bear, the Son of God goes before to wage His 
holy war, to meet "the tyrant's brandished steel." One has 
nothing to lose, and all to gain! 
pp. 52-53 
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen 
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Then something happened to convince Joshua that 
this was no mortal soldier . As with Abraham under the 
oak at Mamre, Jacob at Peniel, and Moses at the burning 
bush, there came a flash of revelation so that Joshua 
knew he was i n the presence of God. It seems clear that 
Joshua was indeed talking to the Angel of Jehovah, in a 
theophanic Old Testament appearance of the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself. 

The Captain of the Lord's host stood with a drawn 
sword, indicating that He would fight with and for 
Israel. The sword also indicated that God's 
long-suffering delay of judgment was at an end . The 
iniquity of the Amorites was now intolerable and the 
Israelites were to be the instruments by whom judicial 
punishment would fall. 
p. 45 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

How comforting this must have been for Joshua. He 
did not need to bear alone the heavy burden of 
leadership. He gladly acknowledged that this battle and 
the entire conquest of Canaan was God's conflict , and 
that he was God's servant. 

While Dr. c. I. Scofield was pastor of the First 
Congregational Church of Dallas, there came a time when 
the burdens of the ministry seemed heavi er than he could 
bear. All but crushed by the weight of his frustrations 
and problems of the work, he knelt one day in his 
office. In deep agony of spirit, he opened the 
Scriptures, looking for some message of comfort and 
strength. Led by the Spirit to the closing verses of 
Joshua 5, he saw at once that he was trying to carry the 
responsibilities alone . That day he turned his ministry 
over to the Lord, assured that it was His work and that 
He would accomplish it . In accepting God's leadership, 
Dr. Scofield allied himself with God's power. 
p. 47 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 
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Joshua had the discernment to realize that the 
heavenly visitor had come, not to supplement his 
military activities, but to entirely supplant him as 
leader. Not to help, but to control. Israel was now 
under a new, unseen Supreme Commander. 

We must never think of our Lord merely as an ally 
on whom we can call for help, although He is that. He 
must be recognized and consulted as Commander, and He 
will accept no other role. Our human strength and 
wisdom are no match for our wily adversary, but the 
cross spelled his defeat. Christ can perform His mighty 
works only when we concede Him His rightful place as 
Joshua did when he said, "What message has my Lord for 
his servant?" 
p. 61 
Promised Land Living, J . Oswald Sanders on Joshua 

The armed man replied boldly: "I Am; The Captain 
of the Lord's Host, has come to your side." 

In shock, amazement and awe Joshua flung himself 
face down before the celestial commander. He was in the 
presence of heaven's potentate. In total obeisence he 
prostrated himself before his Lord . 

"What are your orders, Lord?" Joshua asked in 
wonderment. He was ready to respond at once to any 
command that came from his High Command. 

"Remove your sandals, stained and soiled. You are 
on sacred ground in this spot!" 

Promptly Joshua complied. As he slipped his feet 
from the footgear that had not worn out in forty years 
of tough desert travel, another stirring scene flashed 
across the memory of his mind. He recalled the awesome 
day, often retold by Moses, when he had stood, alarmed, 
before the burning bush. There came to Moses then the 
same identical command Joshua now received. "I Am--the 
Lord Jehovah--I Am here." 

Joshua was in the presence of God, very God. He 
was standing now at attention before the supreme 
commander of all the unseen spiritual forces of the 
universe. He was being alerted to the angelic host 
available to him in this crucial hour under the 
captaincy of Jehovah. 
p. 95 
Joshua: Man of Fearless Faith by W. Phillip Keller 
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"The commander of the Lord's army replied, 'Take off your 
sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.'" 

/l1dS<?J httd f cdkd Abou. f- ·-fh1'.s ( - -Exodus 3:1-6 

Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his 
father-in- law, the priest of Midian; and he led the 
flock to the west side of the wilderness, and came 
to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the 
midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the 
bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not 
consumed . So Moses said, "I must turn aside now, 
and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not 
burned up." When the Lord saw that he turned aside 
to look, God called to him from the midst of the 
bush, and said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said , "Here 
I am." Then He said, "Do not come near here; 
remove your sandals from your feet, for the place 
on which you are standing is holy ground . " He said 
also, "I am the God of your father , the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac , and the God of Jacob." 
Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look 
at God. 

Our text says, "And Joshua did so." His was a case of 
instant obedience throughout this entire passage. 

2 Chronicles 20:15-18 

and he said, "Listen, all Judah and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: thus says the 
Lord to you, 'Do not fear or be dismayed because of 
this great multitude, for the battle is not yours 
but God's . Tomorrow go down against them . Behold, 
they will come up by the ascent of Ziz, and you 
will find them at the end of the valley in front of 
the wilderness of Jeruel. You need not fight in 
this battle; station yourselves, stand and see the 
salvation of the Lord on y our behalf, O Judah and 
Jerusalem . ' Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow 
go out to face them, for the Lord is with you." 
And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the 
ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem fell down before the Lord, worshiping the 
Lord . 
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2 Chron. 32:7,8 

Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dis
mayed because of the king of Assyria, nor because 
of all the multitude which is with him; for the 
one with us is greater than the one with him. With 
him is only an arm of flesh, but with us is the 
Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles." 
And the people relied on the words of Hezekiah king 
of Judah. 

Deut. 31:5-8 

And the Lord will deliver them up before you, and 
you shall do to them according to all the 
commandment which I have commanded you. Be strong 
and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at 
them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes 
with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. 
Then Moses called to Joshua and said to him in 
the sight of all Israel, "Be strong and courageous, 
for you shall go with this people into the land 
which the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give 
them, and you shall give it to them as an 
inheritance. And the Lord is the one who goes 
ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not 
fail you or forsake you. Do not fear, or be 
dismayed. 

REVELATION spells R-E-L-I-E-F. 

CONCLUSION: 

What are some of the lessons that we can gather from 
this particular chapter? 

LESSON #1: CLEANSING comes before CONQUEST. 
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LESSON #2: The Lord's ways are often different than 
our ways. 

LESSON #3: If we are going to bear fruit as Christians, 
it is necessary for the Father to prune us. 

LESSON #4: Is there something that the Father wants to 
cut out of your life that you are resisting at 
this moment? 

LESSON #5: The Lord's response to obedience is to 
roll away our reproach. 

LESSON #6: CLEANING UP THE CLUTTER in our lives is 
critical in anticipation of usefulness. 

LESSON #7: The miraculous is done away with when 
the provision can be made by natural means. 

LESSON #8: Obedience is followed by revelation. 

LESSON #9: The Lord says, "I have come not to take 
sides but to take over." 

LESSON #10: Obedience brings a REVELATION of our 
RESOURCES. 

LESSON #11: REVELATION spells R-E-L-I-E-F. 
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LESSON #12: Instant obedience is the safest policy in 
our relationship to God. 

What do we do after trying respectability, 
religion, hard work, family, education, and more fun 
than is fun? What do we do when nothing works, when we 
still feel empty and meaningless, that our whole life 
has been vanity and striving after the wind? Many quit 
trying. 
(Growing Through Mid-Life Crises by John Sterner) 

Learn from the past (by all means!), but don't 
dwell on it . The Lord counsels through Isaiah, 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do 
you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 
desert and streams in the wasteland (Is. 43:18-19) . 

(Growing Through Mid-Life Crises by John Sterner) 

Some work of noble note, may yet be done ... . 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world ... . 
Though much is taken, much abides; and though 
We are not now that strength which in old days 
Moved earth and heaven; that which we are, we are-
One equal temper of heroic hearts, 
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will 
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield . 

May I recite that aloud? We even memorized 
Tennyson back in my day. 
(Retreads by Prudence Mackintosh) 

Growth and change in mid-life may mean reworking, 
making peace with or putting an end to previous 
arrangements. But whichever approach we choose, life 
won't be the same. Outwardly or inwardly, the years of 
our middle age will express the losses and gains of our 
mid-life crisis. 
(Necessary Losses by Judith Viorst) 
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Eugene H. Peterson in his book Run With the Horses-
The Quest for Life at Its Best says, 

We are practiced in pleading inadequacy in order to 
avoid living at the best that God calls us to . How 
tired the excuses sound: 

I am only a youth. 
I am only a housewife. 
I am only a layman. 
I am only a poor preacher. 
I only have an eight grade education. 
I don't have enough time. 
I don't have enough training. 
I don't have enough confidence . 

or with Biblical precedence: 

O my Lord, I am not eloquent (Exodus 4:10) 

Too much is being asked of us. We cannot cope. We 
cannot manage. If we look at ourselves and are 
absolutely honest, we are always inadequate . Of 
course, we are not always honest. We fudge and 
cheat on the tests . We cover up a bit more . We 
bluff a bit there. We pretend to be more sure than 
we are. 

Our race would not have gotten far, 
Had we not learned to bluff it out, 
And look more certain than we are, 
Of what our motion is about. 
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The next day on the platform, as I awaited my turn 
to speak, I was filled with anxiety. My hands shook so 
badly I could hardly read my notes . I prayed that God 
would give me His peace, but no peace came. Then some 
words came to me through my conscience, just as though 
God were saying, "Ron, the reason you're so nervous is 
that you want to impress people. I don't need you to 
impress these people. I need you to love them. Ron, I 
don't need a Grand Performance. I want your life to be 
an Act of Love." 

That was a transforming moment for me. My inner 
obsession with obtaining praise and honor fell away like 
a weight. The message I shared that day was not much 
different from what I had planned to say, but the heart 
from which it flowed was beginning to be changed. 

Yet my struggle is not ended. The apostle Paul, 
writing in Galatians 1:10, delves unerringly into my own 
crisis of self-acceptance with this question: "Am I now 
trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Am I 
trying to please men? If I were still trying to please 
men, I would not be a servant of Christ." This is 
probably the most convicting portion of Scripture in all 
my life and ministry. I wrestle with the truth of 
Galatians 1:10 literally every day. 

Today, virtually every time I get up to speak, I 
hear the words come back to my mind, "Not a Grand 
Performance, but an Act of Love." 
p . 109 
The Healing Choice by Ron Lee Davis 

Psalm 32 

How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
Whose sin is covered! 
How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not 

impute iniquity, 
And in whose spirit there is no deceit! 
When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted 

away 
Through my groaning all day long. 
For day and night Thy hand was heavy upon me; 
My vitality was drained away as with the fever-

heat of summer. 
I acknowledged my sin to Thee, 
And my iniquity I did not hide; 
I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the 

Lord"; 
And Thou didst forgive the guilt of my sin. 
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Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to Thee 
in a time when Thou mayest be found; 

Surely in a flood of great waters they shall not 
reach him. 

Thou art my hiding place; Thou dost preserve me 
from trouble; 

Thou dost surround me with songs of deliverance. 
I will instruct you and teach you in the way which 

you should go; 
I will counsel you with My eye upon you. 
Do not be as the horse or as the mule which have no 

understanding ; 
Whose trappings include bit and bridle to hold them 

in check, 
Otherwise they will not come near to you. 
Many are the sorrows of the wicked; 
But he who trusts in the Lord, lovingkindness shall 

surround him. 
Be glad in the Lord and rejoice you righteous ones, 
And shout for joy all you who are upright in 

heart. 




