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Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one went
out and no one came in .
2Then the Lmm said to Joshua, "See, I
have delivered Jericho into your hands,
along with its king and its fighting men.
3March around the city once with all the
armed men . Do this for six days. •Have
seven priests carry trumpets of rams'
horns in front of the ark. On the seventh ·
day, march around the city seven times,
with the priests blowing the trampets.
5When you hear them sound a long blast
on the trumpets, have all the people give
a loud shout; then the wall of the city will
collapse and the people will go up, every
man straight in."
6So Joshua son of Nun called the priests
and said to them, "Take up the ark of the
covenant of the LORD and have seven
priests carry trumpets in front of it."
7And he ordered the people, "Advance!
March around the city, with the armed
guard going ahead of the ark of the
LORD."
BWhen Joshua had spoken to the
people, the seven priests carrying the
seven trumpets before the LORD went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the
ark of the LoaD's covenant followed
them. 9The armed guard marched ahead
of the priests who blew the trumpets, and
the rear guard followed the ark. All this
time the trumpets were sounding. JOBut
Joshua had commanded the people, "Do
not give a war cry, do not raise your
voices, do not say a word until the day I
tell you to shout. Then shout!" 11 So he
had the ark of the LoRD carried around
the city, circling it once. Then the people
returned to camp and spent the night
there.
12Joshua got up early the next morning
and the priests took up the ark of the
LoRD. JJThe seven priests carrying the
seven trumpets went forward, marching
before the ark of the LoRD and blowing
the trumpets. The armed men went
ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the LORD, marching and
blowing the trumpets. 1•so on the second
day they marched around the city once
and returned to the camp. They did this
for six days.
15Qn the seventh day, they got up at
daybreak and marched around the city ·
seven times in the same manner, except
that on that day they circled the city seven times. 16The seventh time around,

when the priests sounded the trumpet
blast, Joshua commanded the people,
"Shout! For the LORD has given you the
city! 17The city and all that is in it are to
be devoted• to the LORD. Only Rahab the
prostitute~ and all who are with her in
her house shall be spared, because she
hid the spies we sent. IBBut keep away
from the devoted things, so that you will
not bring about your own destruction by
taking any of them . Otherwise you will
make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring disaster on it. 19All the
silver-and gold and the articles of bronze
and iron are sacred to the LORD and must
go into his treasury."
20When the trumpets sounded, the
people shouted, and at the sound of the
trumpet, when the people gave a loud
shout, ttie wall collapsed; so every man
charged straight in, and they took the
city. 21They devoted the city to the LORD
and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it-men and women, young
and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys.
22Joshua said to the two men who had
spied out the land, "Go into the prostitute's house and bring her out and all
who belong to her, in accordance with
your oath to her." 23So the young men
who had done the spying went in and
brought out Rahab, her father and
mother and brothers and all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put them in a place
outside the camp of Israel.
2•Then they burned the whole city and
everything in it, but they put the silver
and gold and the articles of bronze and
iron into the treasury of the LORD's
house. 258ut Joshua spared Rahab the
prostitute, with her family and all who
belonged to her, because she hid the men
Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho - and
she lives among the Israelites to this day.
26At that time Joshua pronounced this
solemn oath : "Cursed before the LORD is
the man who undertakes to rebuild this
city, Jericho:
"At the cost of his firstborn son
will he lay its foundations;
at the cost of his youngest
will he set up its gates."
21so the LoRD was with Joshua, and his
fame spread throughout the land .
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STUDY NUMBER SIX - Joshua 6: 1-27

INTRODUCTION:
In Prince Caspian, the second volume of The
Chronicles of Narnia, c. s. Lewis portrays a reunion
between Aslan--the great golden lion who in many ways
represents Christ- -and a young girl named Lucy:

)

A circle of grass, smooth as a lawn, met Lucy's
eyes, with dark trees dancing all round it. And
then--oh joy! For He was there: the huge Lion,
shining white in the-moonlight, with his huge
black shadow underneath him ....
She rushed to him. She felt her heart would
burst if she lost a moment. And the next thing she
knew was that she was kissing him and putting her
arms as far round his neck as she could and burying
her face in the beautiful rich silkiness of his mane.
"Aslan, Aslan. Dear Aslan," sobbed Lucy.
"At
last. " ...
"Welcome, child," he said.
"Aslan," said Lucy, "you're bigger."
"That is because you are older, little one,"
answered he.
"Not because you are?" L.t.A.~( Cju.t.J/. 1 U:.,~J ·
"I am not. But every year you grow, you will
find me bigger."
I really identify with those words. Every year I grow,
I seem to find that God is bigger in His goodness and
love than I ever thought possible. The more we grow,
the bigger God will seem.
pp. 124-125
The Healing Choice by Ron Lee Davis

In the first five chapters of the Book of Joshua, we
have been considering the INVASION of the land.
We have looked at the COMMISSIONING of Joshua
in chap. 1.
the SPYING EPISODE in chap. 2.
the CROSSING OF THE JORDAN in chap. 3.
the MEMORIALS that were set up in chap. 4.
the CONSECRATION OF THE PEOPLE in chap. 5.

)
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This now brings us to a new section in the book:

-

-

Chaps. 6-12 we have called THE SUBJECTION OF THE LAND.
The first big obstacle that faces the children of Israel
now that they are in the land is the walled city of
Jericho. It is the taking of this city that is the
content of chap. 6, so let's just title chap. 6:
JERICHO
v. 1

Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the
Israel i t e s
Nq o n e wen t out and no one came in .

w~

)
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The Word now tells us that the focus moves from
PREPARATIONS OF PEOPLE to the first obstacle they are
facing in the land .
./~ I
/
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Naturally, one wonders what Rahab and her family are
t hinking at this t j me. I am sure they are torn between
apprehension and excitement. The times of e xcitement
come when they are believing God to be faithfu l to His
promises, and the times of a1212rehension when they
realize they are living in a c ity devoted to
destruction.
"No one went out and no one came in."
All the traffic in and out of the city had stopped .

l J~~~+ ~ G'o-A~ !
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There are~ .au.a.a h.g,J..f million Israelites now camped
on the west bank, and this has lea to all of this
concern.
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Jericho was tightly shut up. They were hunkered down
t he storm cellar waiting for the tornado to hit. 'The
reason ror - t hese securi tylneaSU'res is because-of t he
Israelites.
t>
\ •
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~

Jericho, "the fragrant place," represents our
spiritual enemies as entrenched in that which is sweet
and dear to the natural heart of man.
Its fall before
Israel is the first step in the conquest of the land of
inheritance . Spiritually, its fall signified to us the
utter wreck nature and the world become in the eye of
the soul that has accepted for itself its position as
"over Jordan"--dead and buried with Christ, and raised
up with Him to walk in newness of life in the heavenly
places .
p. 43
Studies in Joshua by W. R. Newell

)

The opening statement of chapter 6 reveals Jericho
as "tightly shut" because of the Israelites , with no one
entering or leaving. This is an explanatory clause
actually interrupting the conversation between the Lord
and Joshua.
It shows that the city of Jericho was
tightly sealed off and fortif i ed against any inv asion,
and it also depicts the fear of the people of Jericho.
From a human standpoint, the conquest of Jericho
was impossible. The Lord had previously indicated He
would lead them in battle (Deut. 9:1-6; 12 : 29; 18:9-14;
Josh . 5 : 13-15), and that now became essential if Jericho
was to be conquered. Jericho's defense was formidable.
p. 55
Joshua by Paul P. Enns
1. Meanwhile Jericho had shut the gate. The purpose of
this verse is to describe the seemingly hopeless situation
confronting Israel , a people unskilled in the kind of
warfare that was now required . Thus the miracle of
God's giving of the c i ty would stand out all the more
clearly (see v. 2) .
p. 108
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
by M. H. Woudstra
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v. 2

Then the Lq rd said to Joshua, "See, I have
deliy ered Jericho into y our hands , along wi th its
k j pg and jts f jghting men.

The Lord is always right on schedule with his message
and solution to the problems that confront us . We now
have in these next verses the Lord's announcement of how
Jericho is to be overcome .
They are camped just a little distance away. The Lord's
message comes to Joshua: "See, I have delivered Jericho
into your hands, along with its king and its fighting
men.
In verse 2 we have the ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GIFT, and
in verses 3-5 the PROCESS OF ACQUISITION .

)

But they had to learn that the land was a gift, to
be received by faith, not won by effort. God required
of them only to obey and wait and trust, whilst the
divine Captain led his celestial hosts to the assault,
and achieved the victory .
"And the Lord said unto
Joshua, See, I have gi v en into thine hand Jericho, and
the king thereof, and the mighty men of valor . And ye
shall compass the city, all the men of war going about
the city once ."
p . 75
Joshua by F . B. Meyer
It is good for us to note the fact that the Lord sees
this as good as accomplished because the text says:
"See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands."
Because God is an eternal being, He is not limited to
time; and faith always sees the promise as an
accomplished fact .

J
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Romans 8:30
And those He predestined, He also called; those
He called, He also justified; those He justified,
He also glorified .
From our perspective, "Soon we shall be like Him, for we
shall see Him as He is,"
and from His perspective, it is already an accomplishe d
fact .

v. 3

March around the city once with all the armed
men. Do this for six days.

When we get to verse 3, the Lord changes from the
announcement to the ACQUISITION, or the ACTION involved
in taking the city.
l ~,ogG>

)

jz,.ooo
These are strange instructions indeed.
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"Our thoughts are not His thoughts, and our ways are not
His ways. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are His thoughts higher than our thoughts, and His
ways than our ways."
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The first of a series of commands from the Lord is to
march around the city once with all the armed men. Do
this for six days.
This is to be si x days of silent march, interrupted by
blowing trumpets.
The Lord is going to give them plenty of time to view
the walls of impossibility. He did a similar thing at
the Jordan in giving them three days to contemplate the
flooded river, and now it's six days to examine the
walls of this fortress.

(.\-s qoc 1.<j ~ -/-t:1 K~
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Answers to questions could await a future day; faith and
obedience alone would light their present path.
p. 60
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L . Jensen

v. 4

Have sey e p p ri e st s carry trumpets of rams' horns
in front of the ark. On the sey enth day . march
around the city seven times. with the p riests
blowing the trpmp ets .

The Lord now instructs Joshua to have the priests
involved as well as the ark. There are to be seven
priests who are carrying trumpets of rams' horns, and
they are to be doing this in front of the ark.
The Lord then reveals to Joshua that they are to march
around the city seven times on the seventh day with the
priests blowing t h e trumpet s .

)

The only sound was marching feet and trumpet blasts.
This was an eerie expectation of judgment to come.
It was to be a long parade on the seventh day. They
were to go around the city seven times. You can just
hear the people from the walls of Jericho saying, "There
they go again--No, here they come." Six times, and on
the seventh everything happens.

v. 5

When y ou hear them s ound a long blast on the
trump ets. hay e aJJ the p eop le g ive a loud shout ;
then the wall of the city will collapse and the
peo p l e wjJJ g o u p . e y ery man straig ht in."

After going around the city thirteen times, they will
hear a long blast on the trumpets. Then all the people
will give a loud shout and the wall of the city will
collapse, and the people can go up, every man straight
in.

)
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To say the least, the battle plan revealed to
Joshua was most unusual. It was indeed an act of faith
on the part of Joshua to propose such a plan to the
seasoned generals representing the various tribes.
There is no evidence of rebellion to the plan as
presented by Joshua, however. This probably indicates
the commitment of the military leaders under Joshua to
the Lord. The march around the walls was to be
characterized by silence (6:10) except for blowing of
the ram's horns (6:8). The people were to march around
the walls of the city once each day and seven times on
the last day at which time the walls would collapse,
giving them access to the city of Jericho (6:3-5).
B.

)

The Purpose of the Plan
The purpose of such a battle plan was probably
~ ~ twofold.
(1) It was designed to test Israel's obedience
r to the will of God . A march like this would only bring
ridicule from the enemy--at least in the early phases.
Israel would have to humble herself and remain in
complete submission to God's proposals--a very important
lesson in this stage of the conquest of Canaan.
2 The
plan was obviously designed to strike fear into the
~ n eart of the enemy. The defenders of Jericho were
already in a state of frustration because of the
previous victories of Israel (cf. 2:9-11). The march
around the city in military formation, yet without any
attempt to attack, must have sent "the Jericho commission
on defense" into a number of special late evening sessions!
The culmination of this march would be the collapse of
Jericho's walls and subsequent destruction of the city (v.5).
p. 43
Conquest and Crisis by John J . Davis
It should not be concluded that every Israelite took part
in this march. Such a feat would not only be impractical,
but would be impossible.
It is more probable to assume
that the march was carried out by tribal representation.
Such seems to be the battle procedure even in the conquest
to follow.
The order of march is given in verses 7-9,
13. The chart below illustrates the general order of
march as indicated in these verses.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MARCH
I
Soldiers

J

v.9

II
Priests with
Rams' Horns
vv. 6,8,13

III

IV

v

Ark

Soldiers

People

v. 9

v. 7

--

vv . 6,
8, 13
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We are not given the details of each day's activities,
but can assume that the early part of the week brought
considerable ridicule from the inhabitants of Jericho.
However, as the days passed, and the army continued to
march in confidence, a great silence probably came over the
defenders of that city. When would Israel attack? What
type of strategy were they using? It was probably not easy
for the leaders of Israel to remain silent early in the week
when the enemy ridiculed their faith and their intentions,
but as is the case in every generation, when men act upon
the promises of God with complete faith, victory is theirs.
p. 45

Conquest and Crisis by John J. Davis

)

The emphasis on seven is obvious and seems to point to the
"completeness" of the event. The trumpets used by the
priests were curved ram's horns called shofars; these horns
produced loud, far-reaching tones. The shofar was important
in the religious life of Israel as it was sounded each
Friday evening to announce the beginning of the Sabbath.
It was also sounded proclaiming the Feast of Trumpets
(Lev. 23:24) that has great prophetic significance (Isa.
27:13; Joel 2:1f.). The sound of the trumpets in Joshua 6
was the announcement of blessing in the land which the
Lord their God was giving them.
When the city had been circled seven times and when
the priests had blown their trumpets, the people were to
break their silence and shout with a great shout. The
city wall would fall down flat in its place--a reminder
that the Lord had accomplished it. To prevent confusion,
the Israelites were to "go up, every man straight in" (6:5).
p. 58
Joshua by Paul P. Enns

At the cry of the people the wall will fall flat,
not outward or inward, but downward. It will collapse.
Wherever the people will be at that time they will climb
over the collapsed wall, each man going straight ahead.
p. 111
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra

)
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Now that the Lord's instructions hav e been giv en, how is
Joshua going to respond to this?
v. 6

So Josh q a son o f NJ m ca J led the priests and said
to t h em , " Ta k e l!P t h e ark of the coy enant of the
Lord and ha y e sey en p riests carry trump ets in front
qf

it "

Joshua speaks to the ~ iests in verse 6,
and to the people in verse ?
.--- -

- ----

-

Because of all that has happened thus far in the Lord's
miraculous provision in parting the river, they are
ready to respond to Joshua's new commands.
Just as he ordered the priests to get the ark and have
i t be involved in the crossing of the river, so now the
ark is involved in the battle plan for taking the city
of Jericho .

)
v. 7

And he ordered the people, "Advance! March
around the city . with the armed guard going ahead
of the ark g t the Lord."

In essence, Joshua's response to the Lord's message is
to tell the priests to take the ark and to tell the
people to march around the city with the armed guard
going ahead of the ark of the Lord.
It is FORWARD MARCH!
The organization of the march will be:

)

1.

The company of armed soldiers

2.

The priests with the rams' horns

3.

The ark

4.

Some more soldier s

5.

The people
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Twenty out of t wenty- sev en v erses in this chapter deal
with method or procedure .

v. 8

When .1ash11a had s p oken to
p rjes t s carry j n g the sey en
Lord we n t f q rwa rd. blowjng
ark of t h e r.q rd ' s c o y e nant

t he p eop le. the sey en
trump ets before the
their trump ets . and the
foll owe d them .

v. 9

Th e a rmed gpa r d ma r c h e d ahead of the p riests who
blew the tn1mpets a nd t h e re a r g uard followe d
the ark.
All th j s time the trump ets were sounding.

v.10

But Joshua h a d c gmroanded the p eop le. "Do not g i y e
a war cry . do not raise y our y oices. do not say a
wq rd p nti 1 t h e d ay I t e l J ygu to shout. Then shout 1"

Joshua tells the people that this is to be a silent
march because this is very ser ious b u s iness.

)

Joshua sounds like a real general when he tells the
people in verse 7 to adv ance, and n ow in v erse 10 :
"Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not
say a word until the day I tell you to shout . Then
shout!"
Amid solemn silence the entire procession marches around
the city-- silent except for the continual, eerie blasts from
the trumpets and the shuffle of feet. The people were to keep
silent until commanded by Joshua to " shout." Hav ing encircled
the city once, the procession returned to camp (6:11).
p. 59

Joshua by Paul P. Enns

J
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)
Most significant was that the action would not all
be over in a day. For, though Jericho was a formidable
fortified city, it only covered about 320 acres of land .
Its turreted walls could be encircled quite readily in
about an hour's march, even allowing for the slower pace
of the women and children who brought up the rear guard
group in going around the city.
The exact order in which Israel would march was of
interest. The advance troops were Israel's armed men,
roughly half a million foot soldiers. Then came seven
white-robed priests blowing eerie battle calls on rough
ram horns. Behind them the sacred ark of God, the
remarkable emblem of the presence of the Most High, was
borne aloft by the priests. Gathered on the fringes
were the massed multitudes of Israel's aged men, women
and children. All were to have their taste of victory.
The massed multitude was to march in silence for
six days. Only the weird, wild notes from the crude
rams' horn trumpets rose above the ominous, muffled
"TRAMP--TRAMP--TRAMP" of four million feet pounding the
ground into powdery dust.
pp. 96-97
Joshua: Man of Fearless Faith by w. Phillip Keller

)
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of
the Lord;
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes
of wrath are stored;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His
terrible swift sword;
His truth is marching on .
I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred
circling camps;
They have builded Him an altar in the evening
dews and damps;
I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and
flaring lamps;
His day is marching on.
He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall
never sound retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His
judgment seat.
O be swift, my soul , to answer Him! be jubilant,
my feet!
Our God is marching on .

)
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v.11

So he had the ark of the Lord carried around the
c it y , ci r c lin g i t once. Then the p eop le returned
j p ca mp and s p en t t h e n jght there.

The result of the Lord's message and Joshua's
organization of the people now leads to action.
result is seen in the word "So."

v.12

The

Joshua g ot u p e arly the next morning and the
p r j ests took u p the ark of the Lord.

Once again we have that little phrase "early the next
morning" occurring in our text.
It seems to be a common
characteristic of great men that they get started early
in the morning.

v.13

)

The sey en p riests carry ing the sey en trump ets
went forward. marching before the ark of the
Lord and blowing the trumpets. The armed men
we n t a he ad o f t h e m a nd the rear g uard followed
t he ark o f t h e I.q r d ;k whi le the trump ets kep t
so11nding .--··--·--

v.14
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So on the second day they marched around the
city once and returned to the camp . They did
this for six day s.

Nothi ng unusual happened on day s 3-6, so t h e writer just
comments that they made this single loop around the city
on s ix consecutiv e days.
Then from out the camp of Israel a long procession began
to unwind itself: first the men of war, marching beneath
their tribal banners ; then seven priests, white-robed,
blowing with seven trumpets of rams' horns; next the ark
of God, hidden by its coverings from gaze of Israelite
and Canaanite alike; and lastly the tribe of Dan,
closing up the rear.
p. 76
Joshua by F. B. Meyer

)
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Shortly after dawn, a long procession began to wind
out of the camp of Israel. First came the armed men,
marching under tribal banners; then seven priests with
trumpets; next the ark of God, and lastly the rear
guard. Although the army was prominent in the
procession, Jericho would not fall through its prowess,
but by the power of God.
In silence, the procession made its way toward
Jericho, once a day for six days, winding around the
city as a serpent. Jericho covered about nine acres;
the march around took 25 to 35 minutes. When the silent
circuit was completed, the Israelites would quietly
return to camp.
p. 52
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell

)

)

We turn next to consider the patience of their
faith, which was conspicuously evidenced here. The
walls of Jericho did not fall down the first day nor the
sixth that Israel marched around them, but only "after
they had been compassed about seven days." Nor did they
fall the first time they were encompassed on the seventh
day, but not until after seven circuits had been made on
that day. No less than thirteen journeys around them
were completed before the power of God was displayed.
Why so? To test their patience as well as their courage
and obedience. They must be kept waiting on the Lord.
"As promised deliverances must be expected in God's way
so they must be expected in God's time" (Matthew Henry).
Israel were required to carry out the orders they had
received, to persevere in the performance of duty, and
leave the issue with the Lord. The race is not to the
swift, nor the battle to the strong, but to those who
are steadfast and persistent. "It is good [though we
may not think so at the time] that a man should both
hope and quietly wait for the salvation [deliverance] of
the Lord" (Lam. iii, 26).
p. 172
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur W. Pink
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v.15

On the seventh da y . they got up at day break and
marched a rrnmd the c i t y seven t i mes in t he same
manner . exc e pt t ha t on that day they circled the

city

se ~ren

t imes

One thing we learn from this particular encounter is
that God isn't in a hurry.
Psalm 27:14
Wait on the Lord ;
Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine
heart;
Wait, I say, on the Lord.
Now on this seventh day they are to circle the city
seven times instead of one.

)

There must have been people who mocked them. The guards
on the walls of Jericho must have had a great time
watching those people go around.
"Hey, what are y ou guys d oing? Ring around the
rosey ?"
" Let 'em walk. They'll never take us over that
way. "
" We thought you were going to attack us. We didn't
know you were only out for a picnic! "
p.96-97
The Moment to Shout by Luis Palau
They had to go around the walls 13 times, so they
had plenty of time to think. First time around, they
probably thought, "We'll never make it this way . " The
second time around they may have thought, "What a poor
strategy. We'll never knock these walls down . " By
about the fifth or six th time they must have thought,
"Well, maybe Joshua is right. The One who's going to
have to destroy those walls is God and not us." And
that's e x actly what happened.
pp. 99-100
The Moment to Shout by Luis Palau

)

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

-14-

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

-15-

Why had they walked thirteen times around that place
in silence? I suggest it took that long for every one of
~~~
them to realize that it was utterly impossible for them to
capture Jericho if God were not with them--thirteen big
long looks at the enemy, until they became conv inced that
they were no match for those behind the walls. God made
the Israelites walk around the great fortification until
within themselves they died to every hope of conquest
unless God should intervene.
1 ,..,·
4UfMYJ
3 / i mer .
p. 105
Victorious Christian Living by
~ Peo-pl~ '
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By the sixth day, the midnight oil had burned long and
late in the Pentagon inside Jericho. The army on the
inside was tired of marching around the wall.
p. 42
Joshua - Judges by J. Vernon McGee
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A march of this nature would doubtless bring
ridicule from the troops on the walls of the city, and
ridicule is hard to endure when one doubts the wisdom of
the course being followed.
What would be the most stringent test for a nation
notorious for its murmuring and complaining? Would it not
be the discipline of silence? No taunts, no jeers, no
words of def iance--no criticism of strategy or tactics--complete silence.
It requires little imagination to
picture the confusion that would reign if everyone were
free to air his view on the strategy being adopted for the
overthrow of this fortress!
Unbridled criticism and airing
of doubts would soon paralyze the nerve of faith.
They
would have talked themselves out of faith on the first day,
for unbelief is unbelievably contagious. There was great
spiritual and psychological wisdom in the muzzling of any
expressions of unbelief, for this would have afforded a
bridgehead that the adversary would put to good use.
p. 69
Promised Land Living, J. Oswald Sanders on Joshua

I

J

s~u.na '

The sey enth t j me around. when the p riests sounded
bla st ; ,Jq sbJJ a c ommanded the p e gp l e
"Sl:io11t• For t he r.a rd h as g i v e n y ou the city !"

t he trqmpet

After the 13th trip around the city, and the seventh on
the seventh day, the priests sounded the trumpet blast.
Joshua then commanded the people, "Shout!"
I don't know whether this was a great big Texas
"YEE-HAWW!"
or
~ Swo<~ ~+ f~
~J ~
"Glory "
or
"Jehshua "
whatever it was, it was a shout from the people. The
reason that Joshua gives this command to the people is
seen in the last phrase of verse 16: "For the Lord has
given you the city!"
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coincides with the beginning of the Lord's message
in verse 2:
"Then the Lord said to Joshua, 'See, I
delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its
and its fighting men.'"

It is the nature of faith that it believes and
rejoices in advance of realization. Every step around
Jericho had been a step of appropriation by faith.
But
the climax came with the mighty shout, the release of long
pent-up emotion, which was the outward expression of their
inward confidence in God. It must be noted that the shout
of faith arose before the walls showed any sign of collapse,
not after. It would be easy to shout afterward. Once
again, in the second impossible situation, they had risked
everything on the faithfulness of God, and their faith
received its reward.
Compass the frowning wall
With silent prayer; then raise-Before the ramparts fall-The victor's song of praise.
It shall be done! Faith rests assured;
Challenge thy mountain in the Lord!
(Author Unknown)
A magnificent e x ample of the shout of faith is told
of Robert Moffat, father-in-law of David Livingstone. For
seven years Moffatt had been engaged in missionary work in
Bechuanaland, but with no visible results.

l,1

• '
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In those days, mails to and from Scotland, his
homeland, took six months. One year, his home church wrote
inquiring what they could send him as a Christmas present.
As yet there was not a single convert, but in sublime faith
Mofatt replied, "A communion service . " When it arrived at
Christmas, was it put to use? Of course it was! That
letter had been his shout of faith after he had encircled
his Jericho for seven years. God could not disappoint His
trusting servant, and many new believers joined the missionary
in using that Communion service to celebrate the Lord's death.
p. 71
Promised Land Living, J. Oswald Sanders on Joshua

v.17

)

The c j t y and al l tha t js j n j t are to be devot ed
to the Lord. On l y Rahab the p rostitute and all who
are with her j n her house shall be s p ared. because
s he hjd the s p ies we sent.

Joshua not only tells the people to shout, but he gives
them very specific instructions that everything in the
city is to be devoted to the Lord . Only Rahab the
prostitute and all the people who are in her house shall
be spared. And the reason is: She hid the spies that
were sent .
It is interesting here that Rahab comes back i nto the
p i cture . We conside r ed he r great faith in chap. 2 .
You notice that Joshua does not mention the red cord
hanging from Rahab's window because e v eryone has seen it
on the previous thirteen encirclements of the city.
Everyone by now knew the meaning of the red cord, so it
did not hav e to be mentioned by Joshua on this occasion.

v.18

)

But keep away from the dey oted things. so that y ou
will not bring about y our own destruction b y taking
a ny o f t hem
Ot herwi s e y ou will make the camp of
Israel 1 i ahl e t o dest n1ct j on a nd bring disaster on
.il-
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Oh, how one wishes that Achan was listening carefully to
these instructions and being willing to obey them. This
is a very obvious command from General Joshua:
"Keep
away from the devoted things." The reason for that i s :
"So that you will not bring about your own destruction
or that you would bring about the destruction of the
camp of Israel and bring disaster on it."
We learn here from this command that to be disobedient
to the Lord ~ only hurts us but also hurts the entire
body ~ believers.
We will certainly be witnesses of some of these terrible
ramif i cati ons in our nex t two episodes in the b o ok of
Joshu a.
If you don't keep away from the devoted things, you will
bring destruction upon yourself and the liability of
destruction and disaster upon the nation.

)

v .1 9

All the si l y e r and gold and the article s of
bronz e and iron are sac r e d to the Lord and must
go into his treasury ."

Jericho represents the world t o the believer. It
is strong and f ormidable and foreboding- - the c onquest
d e pends upon faith " For whatsoever is born of God
ove rcometh the world: and this is the vic t ory t hat
overc ometh the world, even our faith" (1 John 5: 4) .
Hebr ews 11 reveals h o w faith wo r k e d i n al l a g e s in the
liv es of God's choice st serv ants as the y me t the world
h e ad-on and overcame by fai t h .
p. 4 3
Joshua - Judges by J. Vernon McGee
Since Jericho symbolizes the world to us and our
relationship to it, it would be good for us to consider
the warning of John the Apostle in 1 John 2:15-17 -

)
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Do not love the world, or anything in the world.
If any one loves the world, the love of the Father
is not in · him. For everything in the world, the
cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes, and
the boasting of what he has and does, comes not
from the Father but from the wor l d. The world and
its desires pass away, but the man who does the
will of God lives forever.
With the ending of this 19th verse, we also have the
conclusion of Joshua's final instructions to them before
everything begins to happen.

v . 20

)

When the trump ets sounded. the p eop le shouted,
and at the sound of the trump et. when the p eop le
mrne § ] qqd s hm1t
t he W§ ]] C Q ] ] §psed • SQ e y ery
man charg ed straig ht in. and they took the c i t y .

In total accordance with Joshua's instructions, when the
trumpet sounded, the people shouted; and at the s ou nd o f
t he trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, the wall
collapsed.
God just pushed that great plunger in the sky and,
similar to a building demolition team, the wall just
collapsed.
Robert Foster in his "Challenge ••. a biweekly letter
from the heart of a man to men" says,
Hebrews 11: 3 0 "By faith the walls of Jericho fell
down, after they had been encircled for seven days"
The city walls of Jericho were massive ... 30
feet high and about 15 feet thick. This frontier
fortress was impregnable with ramparts wide enough
for two chariots to drive side-by-side.

)

An impossible obstacle to the ragtag gang of
ex-slaves. The spies report was right on:
"
these cities in Canaan are fortified to heaven."
Deuteronomy 1:28. Joshua, the Jewish General, knew
that Jericho was invincible . . . except ... God had a
plan .
"People who walk by faith don't see
obstacles • .. they see opportunities."
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And that is exactly what happened!
Israel marched in silence around the city 13
times in seven days .
On the last go-round, the
priests blew their trumpets •. . the people shouted as
thunder •• . "and the walls fell down flat."
Jericho was taken by men who thought not what
they could do but of what God could do
with •.. through • • . and for them . They were prepared
to believe that their obvious weakness was able for
an incredible task .
"Human wisdom would hav e advocated the
purchase of slings and catapults and the amassing
of huge stockpiles of stones for ammunition. Human
wisdom would have suggested digging trenches to
enable sappers to creep up to the walls and
undermine them.
Human wisdom would have called for
starving the people of Jericho into submission.
But like the Ford Motor Company, faith had a better
idea!"

)

The real battle was for men's hearts ... not the
walls of Jericho . God's purpose was not to impart
an expertise in warfare but to provide an exercise
in faith.
It was seven days as an education in
trust in Jehovah ... not to battle "the city of palm
trees . "
"The strength of a man consists in finding out
the way that God is going and then gets in step
with Him. The lesson from Jericho is simply this:
learn to go God's way! Not passive or active
fighting, resisting or revolting against Divine
authority, but 'as Thou wilt; what Thou wilt; when
Thou wilt . '"
By faith the walls of Jericho fell . . . not by an
earthquake, nor mighty winds off the Great
Sea ... nor by the strategy of man ' s mind.
God
accomplished the destruction with or without
"scientific" means ... the glory is the Lord's not
Joshua's.
God placed an inv isible steel band around the
foundation of that city wall and tightened it . . . and
when God does that to the foundation of any
structure , national or personal . .. beware!

)
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The absolute and unquestioning obedience of Joshua and
the people leads to this moment of great triumph.
Their obedient response in faith, believing God, brought
triumph in this situation.

We must also think here of the walls, the
hindrances, the obstacles in our lives as believers, as
we pass through the world.
The enemy often tries to
terrify us by these, as he discouraged Israel at Kadesh
by the walled cities. Alas! We often do what Joshua
did not do before Jericho. We measure the walls, we
study the difficulties, we are occupied with our
perplexities and trials . We reckon with the walls,
instead of reckoning with the Lord and His power. By
faith walls still fall down.
p. 24
The Annotated Bible - Vol. II by Arno C. Gaebelein

)

)

But, in thinking of these simple lessons of victory,
I want more especially to give this text its proper place
in all the revelation of God's Word.
I would lift it out
of the narrow realm of the personal and individual, and
show you the tremendous Jerichos which stand in the way of
the people of God as a whole. There is the Jericho of ~
sin.
There is the Jericho of indifference. There is the Jericho
of uwterialism. There is the Jericho of paganism. Worse
than that, there is the Jericho within the church of
disloyal Christians, of unconsecrated lives, of people who
have become so used to sinners going to hell that they
don't care. Surrounding the Church of God today and within
her walls stand endless Jerichos which seem to be utterly
unconquerable.
p. 106
Victorious Christian Living by Alan Redpath
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In Christian Work.--The Apostle speaks of
strongholds that had to be cast down, and of high things
that exalted themselves against the knowledge of God;
and asserts that he did not war against such things
according to the flesh, and that the weapons of his
warfare were not of the flesh, but mighty before God for
the casting down of strongholds, and for the bringing of
every high and proud thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ.
What need there is for all Christian workers to
ponder these pregnant words!
pp. 80-81
Joshua by F. B. Meyer
The lessons for Israel at Jericho are beneficial
for the Christian today. Faith and obedience to
instructions from God will see the fortress of the enemy
of the soul crumble under the mighty hand of the Lord.
For this purpose the "Son of God [was] manifested, that
he might destroy the works of the devil" (I John 3:8).
p. 63
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L . Jensen

)

The walls immediately fell down, opening Jericho to
invasion. Garstang describes the destruction:
The main defences of Jericho in the Late Bronze
Age (c. 1600-1200 B.C.) followed the upper brink of the
city mound, and comprised two parallel walls, the outer
six feet and the inner twelve feet thick.
Investigations
along the west side show continuous signs of destruction
and conflagration. The outer wall suffered most, its
remains falling down the slope. The inner wall is
preserved only where it abuts upon the citadel, or tower
to a height of eighteen feet; elsewhere it is found
largely to have fallen, together with the remains of
buildings upon it, into the space between the walls
which was filled with ruins and debris. Traces of
intense fire are plain to see, including reddened masses
of brick, cracked stones, charred timbers and ashes.
Houses alongside the wall are found burned to the
ground, their roofs fallen upon the domestic pottery
within.
pp . 60-61
Joshua by Paul P. Enns

)
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Handley C. G. Moule in his book Faith: Its Nature and
Its Work says ,
Faith, by the nature and necessity of the case, is
practical.
If true to its description, faith is
personal reliance on a person, exercised by a
living soul in a real life.
It is an attitude
taken and maintained with a view to the conditions
of duty, labor, suffering, opportunity, faculty,
which make the path of that real life what it is.
It presupposes something of the unknown, the
uncertain, the difficult, the perilous, as lying
along that path. And the believer, the man of
faith, addresses himself to that path with the
persuasion that the one true secret by which to
tread it aright and to attain at last its radiant
end, is to keep in contact with the Divine Guide
and to trust him for leading and for power.
Ronald Dunn in his book The Faith Crisis says,

)

)

When my brother and I were small boys, we
would go to our father at Christmastime and ask for
money so we could buy him a present. Dad would
give us a few dollars and we would go to town and
buy him a Christmas present with his own money. On
Christmas morning under the tree would be a gift
with a card that read "To Dad from Barry and
Ronny." It didn't occur to me how presumptuous
that was buying my father a present with his own
money and then acting as though the gift came from
me.
It didn't occur to me until my children came
to me at Christmastime asking for money so they
could buy me a present.
It is the same with the
faith we bring to God. We are simply presenting to
Him that which He has given us. This means that
whenever God puts us in a situation that demands
faith, we can be assured that He will provide the
faith He demands. And He will never demand more
than He has provided. In this way, God gets all
the credit for any faith we may have, and thus no
flesh can glory in His presence.
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v.21

They devo t e d t he c i t y to the Lord and destroy ed
j t--me n and
w omen , y o 11 pg and old , cat t l e
s heep and dopkey s .
wi t h t he sword e v e r y Jjvj p g tbjng jp

The result of J oshu a ' s comma n d a n d the collapsing of t he
wall is :
1.

They devoted the city to the Lord .

2.

They destroyed with the swo r d e v ery living
thing in it .

Again, absolute and unquestioning obedience takes place
in the actions of the children of Israel as they move
into the city of Jericho.

)

)

The author makes clear that the extermination of
the Canaanites by Joshua and the Israelites was at the
Lord's behest (cf. 6:2; 8:1-2; 10:8,40,42). At the same
time, while stressing the sovereign design expressed in
the hardening of the Canaanites' hearts (11:20), he also
points out the resolve of the Canaanites to destroy the
invading Israelites (9:1-2; 11 : 1-5). He even highlights
this aspect of human responsibility by using it as part
of his "frame" around the account of the Conquest (see
"Unity of Composition") . This emphasis is in keeping
with other OT passages (Gen. 15:16b; Lev. 18:24-25;
Deut. 9:1-6; 12:29-30). Apparently, the sins of the
Canaanites were such as to demand exemplary punishment.
Instead of using the forces of nature, as he did with
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, God used the
sword of the Israelites to accomplish his punitive
purpose. The iniquity of the Amorites now being "full"
(Gen . 15 : 16), God ceased to be long-suffering with
respect to them.
p. 38
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra
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)

)

Is it true that the Israelites unjustly slaughtered
"innocent" Canaanites? There are several facts which
should be kept in mind when dealing with this problem .
First of all, it should be noted that the destruction of
Canaanite cities was based on religious, not political or
military considerations (Deut . 7:2-6; 12:2-3; 2 0:10-18).
Secondly, the action taken at Jericho (and also at Ai)
was done on the basis of divine command (Ex od . 17:14;
Deut. 7 : 2; 20 : 16; Josh. 8:2) and thus involves the moral
character of God.
If we believe that God is holy and
without imperfection, it follows that whatever He commands
will be just and right. And, thirdly , it was really
Jehov ah who was destroying these cities and their peoples
(Josh. 6:2; 24:8).
Israel should merely be regarded as
God's instruments of destruction. Fourthly, the reason
for this command is clearly stated in Scripture and seems
to justify the action taken. For example, Deuteronomy
20 : 18 makes it clear that this demand was designed to
preserve the religious purity of the nation of Israel.
The destruction of various Canaanite cities should be
regarded as a direct judgment from God because of their
iniquity (Gen. 15:16-21 ; cf . Gen . 19) . If the Lord thought
it necessary to destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
because of their sin, it is also appropriate that Jericho
should be destroyed because of its iniquity . The means
that God might use is insignificant in such a case.
pp . 49-50
Conquest and Crisis by John J. Davis

A MORAL REVIEW OF JOSHUA'S CONQUEST OF CANAAN
This book highlights a crucial, moral question--how
God's chosen people could be justified in taking Canaan,
slaughtering its population, and expropriating its land
and wealth as their own. We face that moral issue in
other books such as Numbers and Samuels where Israel
wields the sword on the heathen rather than preaches the
Word. Why were they not sent into Canaan as evangelists
rather than executioners ? Several significant reasons
should be noted from the historic background.
1. Because of Canaan's Debased Religion. The
cultic religion of Canaan had become especially
abhorrent in its views of God and of morality
itself. Ugaritic e x cavations have shown the
extreme lewdness of their whole religion with
its pantheon of gods, e.g., El the head deity
is pictured proudly as being completely sensual,
sordid, and bloodthirsty even with his own . The
three Canaanite goddesses are shown with serpents
wrapped about them in vile , sexual postures. The
system gave homage to serpents, was totally
debased , and was due for e x tinction .
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2.

)

)

Because of Their Degenerate Culture . This worship
of demonic sex and war idols reflected a society
with the grossest kinds of immorality and violence .
Archeological digs rev eal their temples were
centers of v ice with Sodomite priests and
prostitute priestesses. Burning children alive
on their altars had become a common ritual . The
wretchedness of this idolatry may be contrasted
with that of Egypt and Mesopotamia whose morality
had not sunk to such depths of vulgarity and
brutality. The whole culture was due for
destruction (Lev. 18:25).
3 . Because of God's Warnings and Patience . The text
many times declares that the Lord was the real
landowner of Canaan and could give or deny it to
whom He would for reasons not always apparent
to men. His plan of giving and probation is
several times noted long before Moses and Joshua :
a. Through Noah God predicted judgment on the
Canaanites for their lewdness (Gen. 9:22-27) .
b . To Abraham and his children the Lord promised
the land of Canaan which they would receive
after the sins of the Amorites were full
(Gen . 15 : 13-16) .
c . As with the Sodomites before its destruction,
the Lord doubtless gave the Canaanites ample
opportunities to respond by repentance
(Gen . 18:25; Rom. 1:18-22). God waited 400
years for that response .
4. Because of Israel's Divine Commission. Israel
was not called to be a religious organization
only, but a civ il government with covenant
obligations to the Lord . As such, its first
commission was to execute judgment on a corrupt
and v iolent society in compliance with the
Noahic covenant (Gen. 9:6). Though continually
reticent to perform this sordid duty, Israel was
under specific command of the Lord to take the
land, destroy the Canaanites, and receive its
wealth (Num. 31:7; Deut. 9:3; 7:16 ; Josh. 1 : 1-7) .
Israel ' s attacks , in fact, were often responses
to the Canaanites initial attacks (Num. 21 : 1 ,
23-24,33; Josh. 9:1-2; 10:1-4; 11 : 1 - 5).
5. Because of God's Covenant Promises. As declared
to Abraham and Israel by the Lord , the final
occupation of Palestine by Israel will extend
from Egypt to the Euphrates (Gen . 15 : 8;
Deut . 1 : 7-8; 30 : 5) . Before that future, final
occupation, however, the Lord will again purge
the land of vile idolatry and brutality brought
in by a Satan-inspired religious system
(Rev . 1 4:16f . ; 19:15) .
pp . 60-61
Knowing God's Word by Stanley A. Ellisen
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Knowing why God was punishing the Canaanites gave the
Israelites a keener knowledge of His holy person. The
annihilation of the entire population of Canaanite
cities, was purposed by God to purge the land of the
Israelites' future dwellingplace of all the corruption
of its heathen polytheism. Religious prostitution, infant
sacrifice, and many other corrupt and brutal practices
were potentially fatal threats to the righteous life of
Israel in Canaan, and it was for Israel's benefit that
God commanded the purge. Furthermore, the slaughter of
all the inhabitants of Jericho--young and old, with the
exception of Rahab and her household (6:21-22)--was
totally justifiable on the basis of the sovereign right
of the holy Creator to design life from its beginning to
its end, which design included the unmixability of sin
and holiness. The wars of Israel against the idolatrous
nations of Canaan were God's holy wars, and their
disposition of the prisoners was the fulfillment of
God's orders . If only Israel had learned for her
future days that her idolatry too would reap the
vengeance of the same holy God!
p. 63

Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irv ing L. Jensen

)
v.22

Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the
land. "Go into the prostitute's house and bring
her out and all who belong to her. in accorda pce
with y our oath to her."

Now Joshua turns to the two spies who are close at hand
and gives them some instructions.
We read the account of their Mission Impossible into the
city of Jericho in chap. 2.
"Go into the prostitute's house and b r ing her out and
all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to
her . "
You have got to believe that the spies are just as
eager, enthusiastic, and excited about this mission as
they were about the results of the last one.

)
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v.23

So the y oung men who had done the s pying went in
and hrrn1gh t an t Rah a h , her father and mother and
brothers a nd a ll who belonged to her. They brought
out he r en t jre t a mj l y and put them in a p lace outside t he c amp of rs rae J

The
the
the
had

result of the command of General Joshua is seen in
two spies going to the house with the red cord on
wall, the house of Rahab the prostitute where they
been hidden on the roof under the flax.

When they got there, they found a packed house on the
wall.
Rahab had all of her r elat ives in there. There were ,
firs t of all, Rahab, and then her father, her mother,
and it doesn't tell us how many brothers. It goes on to
say , "Al l who belonged to her."
SJ_~ Covwl~ <!tel !v'"1 ON~ !f /A,,._ ~

)

The spies brought out her entire family and put them in
a place outside the camp of Israel.
Rahab's history is a remarkable example of the
grace of God operating in the life of an individual and
a family . Regardless of her past life, she was saved by
faith in the living God and even became a part of the
messianic line (Matt. 1:5). In addition, in keeping
with the biblical pattern, when divine judgment
descended, she and her family were spared. The same was
true for Noah and his family, and Lot and his family.
And believers today can likewise rejoice in the fact
that when God is ready to pour out the judgments of the
Tribulation on this earth, He will first deliver His own
to a place of safety. Paul affirmed, "For God has not
destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ'' (1 Thes. 5:9).
p. 56

No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell

)
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Thus the promise of the spies to Rahab was
fulfilled and she and her father's household were
preserved alive.
She became an honored mother in
Israel, for we learn in Matthew 1 : 5 that she was united
in marriage to Salmon, a leader in Israel, and she
became the mother of Boaz, who in turn became the
husband of Ruth, the grandmother of King David. Thus
Rahab, of unsavory character before she was reached by
divine grace, became an ancestress, after the flesh , of
our blessed Lord Jesus Christ. How wondrous are the
ways of God; how great His lovingkindness !
p. 72
Joshua, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther by H. A. Ironside
What a beautiful story this is about Rahab.
She meets
and falls in love with a very distinguished leader of
the land of Israel by the name of Salmon who marries
Rahab. The two of them had a son short1y thereafter by
the name of Boaz. And what a son he is . He is a son
just like his father because he married Ruth ~
Moabitess in order that she too might come-under the
s h e l ter of the God of the universe and the nation
Israel. Ruth and Boaz have a son by the name of Obed,
and ~bed later marries and has a son named Jesse; -aiid
Jesse has a son named David .
And several generations
later Jesus Christ is born to that line.

-

)

v.24

Then they burned the whole city and every thing in
it. but they p ut the sily er and g old and the
articles of bronze and iron into the treasur y of
the Lord ' s house .

They were to totally destroy every thing a nd burn the
city- -and this they hav e done--"but they put the silv er ,
the gold, the bronz e, the iron in the t r easury of the
Lord's house . "

)
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v. 25

But Joshua s p ared Rahab the prostitute. with
her famil y and all wh o belong ed to her. because
s he hj d t he men .Tashp a bad sent as spies to
,Jeri c h o --and she live s among the Israelites to
this da y

The reason, again stated here, for her being delivered
from this tragic hour is because she hid the men Joshua
had sent as spies to Jericho.

v. 26

a t t ha t t i me .Tq 5h1ia p ronounced this solemn oath:
"Cp r s e d bef o re t he T.q rd is the man who undertakes
to r e h pi l d t h is city . Jericho:
"At th e cost o f h is f i r st born son
will he lay its foundations;
at the cost of his y oung est
will he set u p i t s g-at es ."

v.27

)

So the Lord was with Joshua. and his fame s p read
throug hout the land.

One is reminded on this occasion of chap. 1 : 5
No one will be able to stand up against you
all the days of your life. As I was with Moses,
so I will be with you; I will never leave you
or forsake you.

CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this
particular study?
LESSON #1: The time for judgment of the city of
Jericho has now come.

LESSON #2: The Lord tells Joshua that the city of
Jericho is his--all he has to do is claim it .

)
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LESSON #3:

The Lord's plans are not our plans.

LESSON #4: God gives us plenty of time to view the
walls of impossibility before He works.

LESSON #5:

God isn't ever in a hurry.

LESSON #6: God is the one responsible for the falling
walls.

LESSON #7: Rahab and her family are kept from
destruction in honor of the oath made by the spies.

)

LESSON #8: What walls of difficulty are you facing
today?

LESSON #9: Are you willing to believe God and move
ahead?

Hedinger: Every carnal heart is a closed Jericho;
God sits down before it and shoots mercy and grace up
against its walls. Well for those who do not harden
themselves!
Cramer: God's promises are as certain as if they
had already been fulfilled and gone into effect, 2 Cor.
i. 20; Ps. xxxiii. 4.--God thinks also of compassion
when He is most angry, for in the midst of wrath He is
gracious, Gen. vi. 8, 11, 12, 13 f .--What God curses no
man must bless, and what God blesses let no man curse,
Num . xxiii. 8; 1 K. xvi. 34.
p. 74
Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures
John Peter Lange

)
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)

)

Today, as you stand facing your daunting Jericho,
turn your eyes away from it to your Commander, who knows
your problem and has promised victory. Say with Paul
when he was facing one of his Jerichos: "Keep up your
courage .... I have faith in God that it will happen just
as he told me" (Acts 27:25).
Is God calling to a new step of faith? Do we need
to renew our surrender to our Commander-in-Chief? Have
we exhausted the possibilities of what God can do in and
through us? Let us not be content to live on the lower
levels of mediocrity.
Let us recapture William Carey's vision. It is
recorded that his earliest dream was to translate the
Bible into the Bengali language. Now God seemed to be
saying, "Translate the Bible into the chief languages of
India."
His famous Nottingham sermon that had sparked the
modern missionary movement came vividly to mind: "Thou
shalt see greater things than these. Enlarge the place
of thy tent! Stretch forth the curtains of thy
habitations! Lengthen thy cords! Strengthen thy
stakes! Expect great things from God, attempt great
things for God! Dare a bolder programme! Dwell in an
ampler world! Launch out into the deep!"
The voice rang through him. The vision was
blinding. Have you seen the vision, heard the voice?
Will you pay the price?
p. 75
Promised Land Living, J. Oswald Sanders on Joshua
These three principles we've just covered do cut across
all the principles of natural reason, don't they?
And oh, how we go down fighting.
Listen to God?
In this modern age of computers and satellite
communications I'm going to listen to God? No. We're
activists. It isn't the normal, natural way of doing
things.
Obey God? Well, certainly . . . general
principles--do good to your fellowman and all that. But
to take precious time listening for some kind of
spiritual voice with supernatural instructions? Oh my
goodness, how would we ever get anything done?
Then to praise Him before the thing has happened?
Shades of the Middle Ages! To blindly praise God that
He's going to use you? No. It's unnatural. Praise Him
after it's happened, yes.
Yet, when we follow these principles of listening,
obeying, and praising God before something happens, as
the Scripture teaches, we begin to see God operate. It
can happen to you, whatever your Jericho may be.
p.95
The Moment to Shout by Luis Palau
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What are the walls that you face as you come to this
particular std ? Perhaps it's the wall of (£_ereavement
marital difficulty, ~hildren who are n~ walki ng wi e n
e r;or:a:
er aps it's (Physical infirmity. Perhaps
it's financial
Perhaps~l:'s t he pain o
aivorce and
God is just simply waiting to work until you are willing
to open up and in faith believe Him and allow Him to do
what only He can do. It is when we give up trying and
simply appropriate His promises that we begin to
experience His blessing.

----

A.

)

)

w.

Tozer in his book I Talk Back to the Devil says,
This can be simply but plainly illustrated.
Suppose a very rich man dies and leaves a will, the
text of which passes on all of his millions to his
only son . So the son and heir borrows the text of
his father's will from the attorney and carries it
around on the street for a crust of bread.
But when someone says, "Poor fellow, you are
in bad shape, weak and pale and sickly," the heir
to the fortune reacts strongly.
"Don't talk to me like that," he says. "I
have much more than I will ever be able to use!"
To prove it, he opens the will and reads:
"Unto my dear son, Charles, I bequeath my property,
my stocks and bonds, my bank accounts, my entire
estate."
You see, Charles is completely satisfied with
the text of the will. He has it and he holds it-but he has never had it executed, never had it
filed for probate, never presented his legitimate
claims to the inheritance . In actual experience,
he has received nothing. He simply holds the text
of the will.
In the same sense, a Christian may go around
clutching the book of Ephesians and not realize
that he is spiritually lean and hungry, pallid and
weak, and ragged as well. If a pastor or an
evangelist suggests that he could be in a more
prosperous spiritual state, a strong, bristling
reaction may result.
"Don't talk about me like that," he may say.
"Am I not accepted i n the Beloved? Do I not have
everything in Jesus? Is not God my father and am I
not an heir with God?"
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of us does thi
ra~gedHowandmany
lonely way down t~ portray, limping our

th~ng to have the text of th e ~tree~? It is one
thing to come into posses . e will--it is another
will of God is one thi
~ion of the riches. The
God is another.
ng ut to have the will of
pp. 103-104
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LETTERS TO YOUNG CHURCHES
13
14

15

16

against, but to let you see for yourselves, in the sight of God, how
deeply you really do care for us. That is why we now feel so
deeply comforted, and our sense of joy was greatly enhanced by
the satisfaction that your attitude had obviously given Titus. You
see, ·I had told him of my pride in you, and you have not let me
_down. I have always spoken the truth to you, and this proves that
my proud words about you were true as well. Titus himself has a
much greater love for you. now that he has seen for himself di.
~dience you ~ye hjm, and the respect and reyerence with..._ ·
which you treated him. I am profoundly glad to have my confidence in you so fully proved.

--·

- ~

-· .. ____C_l:l~PTER 8

The Macedonian churches have given magnificently: will you not
do so too?
1
2
3
4
5

6

7
8

9

Now, my brothers, we must tell you about the grace that God
has given to the Macedonian churches. Somehow, in most difficult
circumstances, their joy and the fact of being down to their last
penny themselves, produced a magnificent concern for other
people. I can guarantee that they were willing to give to the limit
of their means, yes and beyond their means, without the slightest
urging from me or anyone else. In fact they simply begged us to
accept their gifts and so let them share the honours of supporting
their brothers in Christ. Nor was their gift, as I must confess I had
expected, a mere cash payment. Instead they made a complete
dedication of themselves first to the Lord and then to us, as God's
appointed ministers.
Now this has made us ask Titus, who has already done so much
among you, to complete his task by arranging for you too to
share in this work of generosity. Already you are well to the fore
in every good quality-you have faith, you can express that faith
in words; you have knowledge, enthusiasm and your love for us.
Could you not add generosity to your virtues ? I don't want yo..Y.
to read this as an order. It is only my suggestion. prompted by what
I have seen in others of eagerness to helo. and here is a wa
-$be. realiffi; of your love. Do you remember the generosity of Jesus
Christ,e Lord of us all ? ,He was rich beyond our tellingiet he
became poor for your sakes so that his poverty might m e you

!E!:.
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THE SECOND LETTER TO THE CHRISTIANS AT CORINTH 8

I merely suggest that you finish your original generous gesture

Here is my opinion in the matter. I thihl it would be a good
thing for you, who were the first a year ago to think of helping,
as well as the first to give, to carry through what you then
intended to do. Finish it, then, as well as you can, and show that
you can complete what you set out to do with as much efficiency
as you showed readiness to begin. After all, the important thing
is to be willing to give as much as we can-that is what God
accepts, and no one is asked to give what he has not got. Of
course, I don't mean that others should be relieved to an extent
that leaves you in distress. It is a matter of share and share alike.
At present your plenty should supply their need, and then at some
future date their plenty may supply your need. In that way we
share with each other, as the scripture says,
He that gathered much had nothing over,
And he that gathered little had no lack.

10

11

12
13
14

15

Titus is bringing you this letter personally

Thank God Titus feels the same deep concern for you as we do!
He accepts the suggestion outlined above, and in.his.enthusiasm
comes to you personally at his own request. We are sending with
him that brother whose services to the gospel are uruversally
praised in the churches. He has been unanimously chosen to travel
with us in this work of administering the gifts of others. It is a task
that brings glory to God and demonstrates also the willingness of
us Christians to help each other. Naturally we want to avoid the
slightest breath of criticism in the distribution of their gifts, and
to be absolutely above-board not only in the sight of God but in
the eyes of men.
With these two we are also sending our brother, of whose
keenness we have ample proof and whose interest is especially
aroused on this occasion as he has such confidence in you. As for
Titus, he is our colleague and partner in your affairs, and both the
brothers are official messengers of the Church and shining examples of their faith. So do let them, and all the churches, see how
genuine is your love, and justify all the nice things we have said
about you!
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