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STUDY NUMBER SEVEN - Joshua 1-26 

7 But the Israelites acted unfaithfully 
in regard to the devoted thing~· ; 

Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimn,• 
the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, 
took some of them . So the LoRo's anger 
burned against Israel. 

2Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to 
Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the east oi 
Bethel, and told them, "Go up and spy 
out the region." So the men went up and 
spied out Ai . 

JWhen they returned to Joshua, they 
said, "Not all the people will have to go 
up against Ai. Send two or three th ou
sand men to lake it and do not weary all 
the people, for only a few men are there ." 
•So about three thousand men went up; 
but they were routed by the men of Ai , 
swho killed about thirty-six of them. 
They chased the Israelites from the city 
gate as far as the stone quarries ' and 
struck them down on the slopes. At this 
the hearts of the people melted and 
became like water . 

6Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell 
facedown to the ground before the ark of 
the LORD, remaining there till evening. 
The elders of Israel did the same, and 
sprinkled dust on their heads. 7 And 
Joshua said, " Ah, Sovereign LORD, why 
did you ever bring this people across the 
Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the 
Amorites to destroy us? If only we had 
been content to stay on the other side of 
the Jordan! so Lord, what can I say, now 
that Israel has been routed by its ene
mies? 9The Canaanites and the other 
people of the country will hear about this 
and they will surround us and wipe out 
our name from the earth. What then will 
you do for your own great name?" 

HTfhe LORD said to Joshua, "Stand up' 
What are you doing down on your face? 
lllsrael has sinned ; they have violated 
my covenant, which I commanded th t> m 
to keep. They have taken some of the de
voted things; they have stolen, they h ave 
lied, they have put them with their own 
possessions. 12That is why the Israelites 
cannot stand against their enemies; they 
tum their backs and run because they 
have been made liable to destruction. I 
will not be· with you anymore unless you 
destroy whatever among you is devoted 
to destruction. 

t3"Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, 
'Consecrate yourselves in preparation for 
tomorrow; for this is wha t the LORD, the 
God of Israel , says: That which is devo ted 

is among you, 0 Israel. You cannot stand 
against your enemies until you remove 
it. 

14" 'In the morning, I-resent yourselves 
tribe by tribe. The tribe that the LoRD 
takes shall come forward clan by clan; the 
clan that the LoRD talc.es shall come for
ward family by family; and the family 
that the LoRo takes shall come forward 
man by man. tSHe who is caught with 
the devoted things shall be destroyed by 
fire, along with all that belongs to him . 
He has violated the covenant of the LoRD 
and has done a disgraceful thing in lllra
el!'" 

16Early the next morning Joshua had 
Israel come forward by tribes, and Judah 
was talc.en . 17The clans of Judah came for
ward, and he took the Zerahites. He had 
the clan of the Zerahites come forward by 
families, and Zimri was taken. l&Joshua 
had his family come forward man by 
m an , and Achan son of Carmi, the son of 
Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of 
Judah, was talc.en . 

19Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, 
give glory to the LORD,• the God of Israel, 
and give him the praise.b Tell me what 
you have done; do not hide it from me." 

20Achan replied, "It is true! I have 
sinned against the LORD, the God of Jsra
el. This is what I have done: 21when I 
saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from 
Babylonia/ two hundred sh ekels' of sil
ver and a wedge of gold weighing fifty 
shekels; I coveted them and took them . 
They are hidden in the ground inside my 
tent, with the silver underneath." 

22So Joshua sent messengers, and they 
ran to the tent, and there it was, hidden 
in his tent, with the silver underneath. 
23They took the things from the tent, 
brought them to Joshua and all the Israel
ites and spread them out before the LoRo. 

2•Then Joshua, together with all Israel, 
took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the 
robe, the gold wedge, his sons and 
daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, 
his tent and all that he had, to the Valley 
of Achor. 25Joshua said, "Why have you 
brought this disaster on us? The LoR.o 
will bring disaster on you today." 

Then all Israel stoned him, and after 
they had stoned the rest, they burned 
them. 26Qver Achan they heaped up a 
large pile of rocks, which remains to this 
day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce 
anger. Therefore that place has been 
called the Valley of Achor/ ever since. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Romans 8:5-9 

For those who are according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are 
according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the 
mind set on the Spirit is life and peace; because 
the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; 
for it does not subject itself to the Law of God, 
for it is not even able to do so; and those who are 
in the flesh cannot please God. However you are 
not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not 
have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to 
Him. 

The title for Chap. 1 was THE COMMISSIONING -- as 
the Lord speaks, Joshua speaks, and the people 
speak. 

Chap . 2 was THE SPIES going to Jericho and there meeting 
Rahab the harlot. 

Chap. 3 was THE JORDAN and the crossing. 

In Chap. 4 we looked at THE MEMORIALS: the memorial 
in the bed of the river and the memorial at Gilgal 
speaking of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

In Chap . 5: THE CONSECRATION. 

In Chap. 6: THE CONQUEST OF JERICHO . 

And now in Chap. 7 we are going to be considering: 

THE SIN OF ACHAN 

Whereas there was victory in chap . .6.., there is d.e...f.e.at in 
<;hsp • .J_,, and there will be victory again in ~ 8 once 
the sin is dealt with . -------=- .--
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Whe reas we see the world in chap. 9 , we see the flesh in 
chap. 7 & 8, and we see the devil in chap. 9 - - -
The campaign to conquer Ai then consumes the material in 
chaps. 7 & 8. In chap. 7 we have an unsuccessful 
attempt, and in chap. 8 the conquest is made. 

I think it is critically important for us to recognize 
that in God's sight every individu~l l§... important. The 
very hairs of our head are all numbered by Him, and we 
are precious in His sight. I think sometimes we get the 
feeling because of the magnitude of the earth and the 
massive numbers of humanity that we are not important to 
Him and probably lost in the shuffle. Achan is going to 
learn a very bitter lesson too late in this chapter that 
God does know every individual by name and what that 
individual does affects the total life of the 
relationships around him. 

Let me break the chapter down into six parts so we can 
follow the action and the material: 

1. DISOBEDIENCE - chap . 7:1 

2 . DEFEAT - chap. 7: 2-5 

3 . DISMAY - chap. 7:6-9 -4 . DIRECTIONS - chap. 7 : 10-15 

5 . DISCOVERY - chap. 7:16-21 

6. DEATH - chap. 7:22-26 

T . 1),·so bed ,e "'~ ; " 1 

v . 1 But the Israelites acted unfaithfully in r egard 
to the deyot ed things ; Achan son q f Carm j the 
s qp of Zimr i, the son of Zerah, of the tri be of 
~1dah . took s ome o f them. So the Lord's anger 
burned aga i nst Israel. 
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The word "but" that opens the chapter forms the contrast 
to the previous chapter . 

You will note that the record says: " The Israelites" 
and here we realize that one person represents the 
nation. 

He acted unfaithfully in that he took something that 
didn't belong to him . It can be SEX, SILVER or 
whatever . 

Achan " acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things ." 

chap . 6:17-19 

The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to 
the Lord. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who 
are with her in her house shall be spared, because 
she hid the spies we sent. But keep away from the 
devoted things, so that you will not bring about 
your own destruction by taking any of them. 
Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable 
to destruction and bring disaster on it . All the 
silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron 
are sacred to the Lord and must go into his 
treasury. 

fiysf fru:f.s .1 

Next in our verse Achan is introduced to us. He is the 
son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the 
tribe of Judah. Here is the VILLAIN in the play. 
His tribe, his clan, his family is all mentioned here 
with his name. 

Our text tells us that he took some of them, that is, 
the devoted things that the Lord had forbidden them to 
take. 

The result is stated in the last phrase of verse 1: 
" So the Lord's anger burned against Israel." 
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We will also notice in this next passage that God 
actually does get angry . In Joshua 7:1, it says, " · .. 
The anger of the Lord burned against the people of 
Israel." Everyone wants to talk about God's love. And 
love should have its place as we think on our God, for 
we would not know the meaning of the word apart from 
what He has shown us. But He is also a God of wrath. 
Over and over in the Scriptures we feel the awesome , 
holy fire of His anger . You do not play games with God 
and think He will wink at your sin or overlook it, 
saying, "After all, you're only a little human being. 
I'll just let it go this time." 

Proverbs 1:7 says, "The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge." God can get very angry and can 
deal very harshly with sin. Have you noticed that every 
time God begins a new phase in His dealings with man , He 
gives us one example in which He deals very harshly with 
the first ones to commit a particular violation of it . 

For instance, in the Garden of Eden , Adam and Eve 
committed the very first sin. What did God do? He 
ejected them right away and put an angel with a flaming 
sword to guard the garden's entrance. "Out!" He told 
them. "You are cursed; you're going to have to sweat 
for your food. Your wife is going to have to suffer to 
have children. You are going to die. You can't fool 
around with Me." And they were expelled. 

In the book of Leviticus (chapter 10), the children 
of Israel began the new God-ordained manner of worship. 
The new tent for the ark of the covenant was being 
installed. God gave very minute details on how they 
were to worship Him. He told them exactly what kind of 
oil to burn and what kind of incense to use. But 
Aaron's sons presented unholy fire to the Lord . They 
came into the most holy place; and, instead of 
presenting before God the kind of fire He had ordained, 
they brought in a foreign fire. They obviously thought, 
"Now, this is better than what the Lord said we should 
present." They did it their own way; and the moment they 
brought this false fire into the holy place, God sent 
down His own fire and they were killed on the spot. 

God doesn't destroy everyone who disobeys and does 
the wrong thing, otherwise we'd all be dead. But every 
time He has a new beginning with humanity, time after 
time, he destroys the first one to commit an obvious 
sin, to teach us that He doesn't take it casually when 
we try to play games with sin in His presence. 

A'V\4 V\"' i r ~ 

Sa.ff k . ~c:. . 

Remember the Early Church? Everything was going 
fine; the Church was one; 8,000 people were eating 
together and working together. No one said his 
possessions were his own. They sold their land and they 
gave to their brothers who were poor. 
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(cont. ) 
Enter Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5) . This man and 

his wife claimed to have sold their land; and, to show 
off before the Church, they presented 50% of the profit 
as though it were 100%. What happened? Ananias fell 
dead at the feet of Peter . Instantly ! His wife, who 
was also involved in the deception, came in a few 
minutes later . She also was struck dead for lying. The 
Bible says the fear of the Lord fell upon all the people 
who saw this happen. 
pp. 104-105 
The Moment to Shout by Luis Palau 

By taking some of the devoted things, Achan brought 
destruction on himself and the threat of destruction on 
the nation Israel . God viewed the entire nation as 
responsible, imputing the crime of Achan to all the 
people. One man sinned; the whole nation suffered. The 
concept of imputation is a principle of Scripture 
concerning sin for the entire human race (through Adam) 
and concerning righteousness for those who believe 
(through Christ) (cf. Rom. 5 : 12-21). 
p. 64 ----
Joshua by Paul P. Enns 

If I had written the book of Joshua, I would have 
left out chapter 7. It is an uncomfortable chapter. It 
dashes cold water on our experience . It is like finding 
the ser~pin the Garden of Eden . It ruins~r thing . 
Finding chan in Israel is like discovering udas among 
the disc . But we can learn something fr it. 
p. 72 
This Land Is Your Land by Paul E. Toms 

The purpose of this chapter, to be read in close 
conjunction with ch. 8, is easy to recognize . The Lord, 
who "gives" the promised land to his people, and who has 
just furnished a striking instance of this in the 
capture of Jericho, demands of his people loyalty to the 
covenant he has made with them. When the covenant is 
violated (see v. 11), Israel receives a setback before 
Ai, God's wrath blazes , and his pardon must be gained . 
Only then will Israel again be assured of victory (8:1) . 
p. 119 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 
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The seventh chapter of Joshua presents to us a 
drastically different scene from those which have 
engaged our attention in the previous chapters, yea, so 
startling is the contrast that we are reminded of that 
old adage, "Truth is stranger than fiction . " Up to 
this point everything had gone smoothly and blessedly 
for Israel, but now their progress is suddenly halted. 
Hitherto we have witnessed them, under God, going from 
strength to strength and glory to glory. Strict 
obedience to the Divine commands had marked their every 
movement; here, the very reverse obtained. They had 
duly attended to the essential matter of circumcision 
and had kept the appointed passover feast. On His part, 
the Lord had wrought wondrously for them, bringing them 
through the Jordan dryshod and overthrowing the 
principal fortress of the enemy without a blow having to 
be struck by Israel. But a startling contrast now 
confronts us: immediately following the memorable 
victory at the formidable Jericho, Israel suffer 
humiliating defeat at the much weaker town of Ai. A 
member of the tribe of Judah had committed a grievous 
crime, and the whole nation suffer in consequence. As 
there was a serpent in Eden and a Judas among the 
apostles, so there was an Achan in the midst of an 
obedient Israel. 
p. 177 
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur w. Pink 

It is to be carefully noted that the Holy Spirit has 
furnished us with the genealogy of the offender, and 
since there is nothing meaningless or unimportant in the 
Word of Truth, it behoves us to attend to this detail. 
Achan was the · · te escendant of "Zerah " and he 
was th son of Judah ' s whoredom (Gen.~xvi~ 15-30). 
What a so emn examp e o e sins of t e fa ers being 
visited upon the children! 

Significant indeed is the name of this disturber of 
peace and prosperity, for Achan means 

Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur w. Pink 
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It doesn't make any difference how much money a 
father earns, his name is always Dad-Can-I; and he 
always wonders whether these little people were born to 
beg. I bought each of my five children everything up to 
a Rainbow Brite jacuzzi and still I kept hearing "Dad, 
can I get ••. Dad, can I go •.. Dad, can I buy ... " 

Like all other children, my five have one great 
talent: they are gifted beggars. Not one of them ever 
ran into the room, looked up at me, and said, "I'm 
really happy that you're my father, and as a tangible 
token of my appreciation, here's a dollar." If one of 
them had ever done this, I would have taken his 
temperature. 
p.41 
Fatherhood by Bill Cosby 

The world of daily business finds us in the warfare 
between contentment and covetousness. Happy or 

~ 
hungry? God-satisfied or gold-seeking? Relaxed with 

\J.2 \ what you have . . . or restless for more and more and 
more? 

"Notice that, and be on your guard against 
) " covetousness in any shape or form. For a man's real 

~'J life in no way depends upon the number of his 
possessions." Luke 12:15 

Achan, the actor, is a good example. The loot of 
battle was before him and with bulging eyeballs he 
coveted in his heart! He was hungry for spoil. His 
appetite grew by indulgence. He fanned the flame. 
"Starving men may think about food but so do the 
gluttons: the gorged as well as the starved like to be 
fed to the full." 

) 

So Achan acted in direct disobedience to this 10th 
Commandment. Greedy, envious and lustful he ends up 
being a thief ') ( Read about his "General Court Marshal" 
in Joshua 7)# 

A. w. 'rozer has laid it straight on the line: "At 
the root of all growth is a set of right desires. Wrong 
desires stop that growth. Wrong desires pervert the 
moral judgment so that we are unable to appraise the 
desired object at its real value. However we try, still 
a thing looks morally better because we want it. As 
Christians our only safety lies in complete honesty with 
ourselves. 

"To want a thing, or feel that we want it, and then 
to turn from it because we see that it is contrary to 
the will of God is to win a great battle on a field 
larger than Gettysburg or Bunker Hill. To fight and to 
win in the Name of Christ is always better than to have 
known no conflict." 
Secrets for Successful Living by Robert D. Foster 
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Philippians 4:11,12 

Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to 
be content in whatever circumstances I am. I know 
how to get along with humble means, and I also 
know how to live in prosperity; in any and every 
circumstance I have learned the secret of being 
filled and going hungry, both of having abundance 
and suffering need. 

v. 2 Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is 
nea r Re th Ayen to the east of Bethel. and told 
them. "Go u p and s py out the region." So the 
men went up and s pied out Ai . 

It is Joshua's military strategy to drive a wedge into 
the heart of the land, then have a southern campaign, 
and then to turn to the north. 

The next city on the map following Jericho is westward 
to Ai. 

The word "now" is a word of continuation. "Now Joshua 
sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to 
the east of Bethel." 

Although the march from Gilgal westward to Bethel 
represented only about 15 miles of travel, it was a 
difficult one. Gilgal was 900 feet below sea level, 
while Ai was about 2,600 feet above sea level; so the 
march was a tedious uphill trek. 
p. 65 
Joshua by Paul P. Enns 

Joshua commands the men "Go up and spy out the region." 
This is just like chap. 2 when Joshua sends two spies 
into Jericho. 

The result is in the final statement: "So the men went 
up and spied out Ai." 

/s:.2.0M(: 
V-O~f-, 
Gr qcd croo I ~J/a, 
ft i ~ 1 Abovt. 
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v . 3 When t he¥ returned to Joshua, they said, "Not all 
the peop le will haye to g o u p a gainst Ai. Send 
two or three thousand men to take it and do not 
weanl a ll the peop le, for only a few men are there." 

The spies come back with a recommendation that not all 
of the people will have to make this arduous fifteen-mile 
trek against Ai. And then they have some specifics in 
mind: " Send two or three thousand men to take it and d o 
not weary all the people" and the reason being: "for 
only a few men are there . " 

II 0~ 'A-V\J ~\v-l."' 011f\\ the spies probably undervalued its power of resistance. ""-.. .. ft "'-, ~ ,..si 

oO \}vio1 The recent victory filled them with conceited ~ oyQ.rv~ 

G 
v-tv:; r.'.v· confidence. They forgot that without God we a re ~, ~,h,'ofLd . ~ 

' • L L \J·" powerl ess against the smallest opposition; with God frv'-o. \.V 
1 

~ ~v~- triumphant over the greatest. 
\ p. 19 

) 

) 

Choice Notes on Joshua - 2 Kings by F. B. Meyer 

"Make not all the people to toil thither; for they 
[i.e., the men of Ai] are but few." 

But this recommendation went on the supposition 
that Jericho had been overthrown by the attack of the 
hosts of Israel; whereas, in point of fact, they had had 
singularly little to do with it. They had walked around 
it, and shouted--that was all. It had been taken by 
their great Captain and Leader, and by him given into 
their hands. The silence that reigned over its site was 
no criterion of their might, but of his. To speak as 
they did was to ignore the real facts of the case, and 
to argue as though the victory were due to some 
inherent qualities in themselves; with the inference 
that because they had conquered at Jericho they must 
therefore necessarily conquer at Ai. 
p. 86 
Joshua by F. B. Meyer 
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There is nothing small in Christian life- -nothing 
so small that we can combat it in our own strength. 
Apart from God, the smallest temptations will be more 
than a match for us. So weak are we, that occasions of 
sin, which are perfectly contemptible in themselves, 
will o verthrow our most confident resolutions. The 
victories which we have won in fellowship with God have 
imparted no inherent might to us; we are as weak as 
ever; and directly we are brought into collision with 
the least of our enemies, apart from him, we shall 
inevitably go down before the shock. The faith, 
watchfulness, and fellowship with God, which availed 
before Jericho, can alone serve as the key to Ai. 
p. 87 
Joshua by F. B. Meyer 

But the spies were wrong. When God gave the orders 
to Joshua, He told him to take "all the people of war" 
(8:1) . Though not as large as Jericho, Ai was 
well-fortified and her soldiers well-entrenched. Israel 
was guilty of underestimating the strength of her enemy 
and of overestimating her own strength. On this 
occasion, there is no mention of prayer and no evidence 
of dependence on God. 

It is a deadly error to underrate the enemy's 
power. Christians are often guilty of this and suffer 
the consequences in ignominious spiritual defeat. 
p. 61 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

The spies who had been sent ahead to reconnoiter 
discovered that the army of Ai was small and recommended 
that only a token force be dispatched against the city . 
Joshua acted on their advice . It was doubtless a 
justifiable recommendation, but at the end of the day 
Joshua and the leaders were prone on their faces with 
dust on their heads and clothes rent, and thirty-six 
corpses lined the road from Ai. Israel had turned their 
back on their enemies. 

To them it looked as though, despite His repeated 
promises, God had forsaken them . In the light of the 
tragic facts, what was the value of those promises? 
They had to learn, as we, that without God the smallest 
opposition is too much for us. 
p. 80 
Promised Land Living, J. Oswald Sanders on Joshua 
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v. 4 s o a bout three thousand men went up ; but they 
were routed by the men of Ai, 

This recommendation of the spies is followed by Joshua, 
and the result is they were routed by the men of Ai. 

It is important here to notic e that there is Jl£_ 
communicati 9n with the Lord . Joshua is ~t ~ aware 
that the y are out of fellowshi p with him on this 
occ asion . 
IJ.r,/-e.v (J,~'1 t/t1IJ11el'46f<- ''-;:: t!-A1A haHdk ,·/-j "r 

Judges 16:20 

And she said, "The Philistines are upon you, 
Samson!" And he awoke from his sleep and said, 
"I will go out as at other times and shake myself 
free." But he did not know that the Lord had 
departed from him. 

I want to emphasize--we always reap the 
consequences of being out of touch with God. We can 
never get away with it. If we walk for several days 
out of touch with God, when we finally come back, we 
realize how many consequences we have to pay for--bad 
attitudes with the people we deal with daily; foolish 
little things we've said. 
p. 107 
The Moment to Shout by Luis Palau 

Another contributory factor was prayerlessness. 
Not that Joshua did not pray, but it was at the wrong 
time--after instead of before the battle. Had he made 
the same preparation before Ai as before Jericho, had he 
consulted his Commander, He would have revealed to him 
the guilty mound in Achan's tent . When Joshua fell on 
his face to pray after the defeat, the Lord said: "Get 
thee up . " This is not the time to pray . "Israel hath 
sinned." In other words: "It is you, not I, who must 
act." God would not be saddled with responsibility for 
this reverse. Even humiliation is no acceptable 
substitute for searching out and judging evil. 
p. 78 
Promised Land Living, J. Oswald Sanders on Joshua 

den\ 11- fr°\ he~ 
<; e.~ M.~ t'J6'4' ~ 
~- - hthr} ___ , 
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One of the greatest temptations that can come to you 
after you have proved that God is able to give you victory, 
is to neglect to pray. When you think that you are strong 
and don't need to pray any more, then you will have dulled 
your sensitiveness to sin . It is only prayer in the hour 
of victory that makes a man of God realize that he will 
face defeat again unless he maintains continuous contact 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. The moment of victory is the 
moment for humiliation. When one experiences the 
e xcitement and thrill of God giving him a new deliverance 
from sin, that should be the moment, not for pride , but 
for humility. 
p. 118 
Victorious Christian Living by Alan Redpath 

If he had only sought counsel of God before he sent the 
spies up the pass, there would have been no need to ask 
what he should do to repair his defeat. The iron 
pruning-knife of trouble has to do for many of us, 
roughly and hurtfully, what the silver pruning-knife of 
the Word of God might have effected. 
p . 89 
Joshua by F. B. Meyer 

v. 5 who killed about thirty -six of them. They chased 
the Israelites from the city gate as far as the 
s tone quarries and struck them d gwn g n the s lop e s . 
At this the hearts of the p eop le melted and became 
like water. 

Having casualties in the battle was something new for 
the children of Israel, and there were thirty-six today. 
And not only that- - they chased the Israelites from the 
city gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them 
down on the slopes. 

The result of this defeat was: " At this the hearts of 
the people melted and became like water." 
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This is the opposite of being strong and courageous. 

Thirty-six men die because of the disobedience of one 
man: Achan. 

It must have been a sorrow to Jehovah to inflict the Ai 
reverse upon His people; yet Israel must learn by 
necessary pain that both for their own sake and the sake 
of Jehovah's holy name sin must be judged and put away. 
Any defeat which we sustain in the land of blessing is 
due entirely to some such failure within ourselves. It 
need never be; and our great Captain grieves over it 
more than we do ourselves. We must learn the lesson of 
this seventh chapter--that parley with sin, or permitted 
compromise, cuts the vital cord of communion and 
disables faith. 
p. 261 
Explore the Book - Vol. 1 by J. Sidlow Baxter 

There were thrxe reasons for defeat at Ai: 
self-cgnfidence, praxef"lesSness, and disobedience. p: 119 . 
Victorious Christian Living by Alan Redpath 

The experience of defeat is far too common to the 
majority of Christians. They are constantly turning 
their backs before their enemies. They are defeated by 
indwelling sin and the assaults of Satan, and by the 
mighty evils which they assail in the name of God. But 
instead of taking their defeats to heart, they become 
inured to them. For the time they are filled with 
mortification and chagrin, but the impression soon wears 
away. They do not lie on their faces before God, eager 
to discover the cause of failure, to deal with it, and 
to advance from the scene of defeat to wider and more 
permanent success. If we but carefully investigated the 
causes of our defeats, they would be only second to 
victories in their blessed results on our character and 
lives. 
pp. 84-85 
Joshua by F. B. Meyer 
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I do not know of any more sad or depressing 
experiences in the Bible than the times when men who had 
enjoyed the blessing of God discovered to their great 
sadness that that blessing had been lifted. Remember L ' J 
Saul and those awful word s , "}he Spirit £!. . ~e Lord 't ~" 'l D 0 
departed from ~" (1 Sam . 1 :14). That is a 
"terrif ying";- frightful prospect. 

There were times in the history of these people 
when Moses said, "Go not up (to fight), for the Lord is 
not among you." (Num. 14:42). It is a good thing to be 
aware of that before you launch yourself into a battle 
where your only hope is the Lord. Moses apparently was 
sensitive to the presence of God in such a way that he 
could say to the people, "Don't go now; this is the 
wrong time for you to start a battle, for God is not in 
your midst." 

Perhaps the clearest and most sobering illustration 
of this is the story of Samson. Here was a man who was 
given unusual strength and an important mission by God . 
But he let himself be sidetracked by his fancy for 
Delilah . She wormed his secret out of him after several 
efforts, and then she let the Philistines shave his head 
and thus deprive him of his strength. When he woke up, 
he said, "I will go out as at other times before, and 
shake myself. And he wist [knew] not that the Lord was 
departed from him" (Judg . 16:20). He did not know that 
God had lifted His blessing. 

To be doing God's work is no guarantee of having 
God's help . There is a principle for us here--do not 
move until God says so. Yesterday's blessings are not 
enough for us today. Stay close to the Lord, so that 
you can sense His presence. 
pp. 74-75 
This Land Is Your Land by Paul E . Toms 

The causes of Israel's defeat are not far to seek . 
There was presumption, engendered by their spectacular 
victory at Jericho. Underestimating their enemy , they 
unilaterally decided to send only a token contingent 
against them, instead of consulting the Commander. The 
hour of greatest danger is when flushed with recent 
victory . 

Another contributory factor was prayerlessness--not 
that Joshua did not pray, but he prayed at the wrong 
time . Had he made the same preparation before Ai as 
before Jericho, the story would have been different . 
p. 81 
Promised Land Living , J. Oswald Sanders on Joshua 
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v . 6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown 
to the ground before the ark of the Lord, remaining 
there till evening . The elders of Israel did the 
same. and sprinkled dust on their heads. 

Joshua, in a great act of contrition and mourning, falls 
on his face before the ark of the Lord and he remained 
there the rest of the day. The elders of Israel joined 
him and sprinkled dust on their heads . 

v. 7 And Joshua said, "Ah, Sovereign Lord, why did you 
eyer bring this peop le across the Jordan to deliver 
us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? 
If only we had been content to stay on the other 
side of the Jordan! 

v. 8 o Lord. what can I sav. now that Israel has been 
routed by its enemies? 

v . 9 The Canaanites and the other people of the country 
will hear about thi s and they wi ll surround us 
and wipe out our name from the earth. What then. 
will you do for your own great name?" 

As Joshua begins to pray, he asks three questions: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

~Y did you ever bring this people across 
t e Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the 
Amorites to destroy us? 

~ can I say now that Israel has been routed 
by its enemies? 

~ then will you do for your own great name? 

In Joshua's first question why , he also answers it in a 
statement of almost bitterness: "Why did you ever bring 
this people across the Jordan?" And then his own answer 
in the face of the Lord: "to deliver us into the hands 
of the Amorites to destroy us?" 
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You can tell the hurt and the grief in this prayer when 
he goes on to say, "If only we had been content to stay 
on the other side of the Jordan." 

I~ we'd only been content, then this would have never 
happened and we wouldn't have had these casualties in I 
battle today and been so severely beaten . 

"O Lord, what can I say, now that Israel has been routed 
by its enemies?" Lord, how am I supposed to respond to 
this situation and how can I explain what has taken 
place? 

In verse 9 Joshua expresses the ramifications of the 
defeat when he says, "The Canaanites and the other 
people of the country will hear about this and they will 
surround us and wipe out our name from the earth." 

Joshua must be falling swiftly into the pit of 
depression because he can only see the worst as a result 
of what has taken place. The Canaanites will gain fresh 
courage and wipe them out after what has happened at Ai. 

He concludes his prayer by saying: "What then will you 
do for your own great name?" 

Father, t he next move is yours . What are you going to 
do for your own great name? 

Joshua is just in total dismay over what has taken place 
to the people that he is leading in to possess the land. 

In his confrontation with God, Joshua, exasperated, 
alternated between questions and exclamations as he 
~burdened hi§.. h.-e ... a..,r..,t .... : 
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QUESTION: Why have You brought us here, only to 
perish at the hands of the Amorites? (7:7a) 

EXCLAMATION: Would that we had been content to 
dwell beyond the Jordan (7:7b) 

QUESTION: What shall I say, after Israel has 
retreated from her enemies? (7:8) 

EXCLAMATION: The Canaanites will cut off our name 
from the earth! (7:9a) 

QUESTION: What will You do for Your great name? 
( 7: 9b) 

j, There is a notable omission from Joshua's questions. He 
1 does not seek a cause for the defeat at Ai. He 

clPParently attr'b:>ut~s it to sovereign design, and asks 
only the reason for such design. But his last question 
is the crucial one. It reveals that Joshua has not 
abandoned his faith in God his Commander-in-chief. His 
only question is, what will God now do to continue to 
exalt His Name? In fact, the answer to this question is 
the answer to the other questions. 
p. 66 
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen 

In Exod. 23:22 God had promised that when Israel 
did his will its enemies would be his enemies, but that 
defeat would be the price for covenant disloyalty. Of 
the latter Joshua had not yet been apprised, although he 
might have concluded from the facts that the covenant had 
been broken (but cf. Ps. 44:18-27 [Eng. 17-26]). The 
"name" of the covenant people may be connected correctly 
with the "name" of the Lord himself, as is done by 
Joshua in v. 9. But when Israel's name is wiped off the 
earth, what will happen to the Lord's name? God acts on 
behalf of his people, and he does so for his name's sake 
(Ezek. 20:9,14,22; cf. Ps. 79:4,10; Jer. 14:7). 
p. 125 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 

Psalm 50 : 15 

And call upon Me in the day of trouble; 
And I will deliver thee, and thou shall glorify 

Me. 

-The tragedy of these circumstances is that Joshua went 
to battle without praying first, and now he is forced to 
pray after the defeat. 
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v.10 The Lord said to Joshua, "Stand up ! Wha t are 
y ou doing down on your face?. 

It is now time for the Lord to speak, and He does with a 
command and a question : 

COMMAND: "stand up! " 

QUESTION : "What a r e you doing down on your face? " 

He says to Joshua, "~ ~ off ydur face, cw.ct cut 
out .iJJ. this whininq J.D ™ k c~ ~ ashes." TherEr' 
are Christians wfio spend their prayer time whining 
before the Lord . It won't do any good, friends. We 
need to get at the root of the problem. 
p. 49 - - - -
Joshua - Judges by J. Vernon McGee 

G.R.B.: Jehovah is a prayer-hearing God--blessed be 
His name!--but with what impatience He listens to the 
cries of those, however proper the matter of their 
petitions, who have need themselves to act in order that 
their wishes may be granted! "Up! sanctify thyself," we 
may hear Him saying to many an earnest suppliant; "put 
away thy sins, supply thy own deficiencies, and do thy 
part to remove the stumbling-blocks from among thy 
brethren; then expect my help towards what thou desirest 
further." Happy for us if we get even this answer to 
our mistaken prayer! 
p. 81 
Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures 

by John Peter Lange 

Now it is God's turn to speak. "Get thee up; 
wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?" Why do you 
turn on Me as if I had suddenly changed, and become 
forgetful of My promise? Alas, my friends, how often is 
God slandered by our complaints! How often do we feel 
and even speak as if He had broken His word and 
forgotten His promise, as if He had induced us to trust 
in Him, and accept His service, only to humiliate us 
before the world, and forsake us in some great crisis! 
No wonder if God speak sharply to Joshua, and to us if we 
go in Joshua's steps. No wonder if He refuse to be 
pleased with our prostration, our wringing of our hands 
and sobbing and calls us to change our attitude. "Get 
thee up ; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?" 
pp. 168-69 
~he Expositor's Bible - The Book of Joshua 

by William ~arden Blaikie, D.D., LL.D. 
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v.11 Israel has sinned ; they have violated my covenant, 
which I commanded them to keep. They have t ake n 
some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they 
have lied, they haye put them with their own 
possessions t 

After the Lord issues a command and asks a question, he 
gives very clearly the reasons for the defeat at Ai: 

1. Israel has sinned. 

2. They have violated my covenant, which I 
commanded them to keep. 

3. They have taken some of the devoted things. 

4. They have stolen. 

5. They have lied. 

6. They have put them with their own possessions. 

The seriousness of the matter is quite clear as a result 
of the Lord's revelation in verse 11. 

The Lord looks on this action by Achan as a national 
thing. The whole nation suffers for the sin of one man. 

v.12 That is why the Israelites cannot stand against 
their enemies; they turn their backs and run 
because they have been made liable to destruction. 
I will not he wj th you anymore 1ml ess yop dest r oy 
whateyer among you is deyoteg to destruct j on. 

Now the Lord states the reason why here in this 12th 
verse. Why are they WEAK AND WHIPPED? Because of the 
violations that have been made clear in verse 11. 
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How easy it is to be presumptuous of the Lord and also 
forgetful of his strength and the total inability on our 
part apart from his intervention to gain the victory. 

"They turn their backs and run." And the reason is 
"because they have been made liable to destruction . " 

You open yourself up to judgment when you are 
disobedient, and this is what has happened here. 

Hebr ews 10:31 

I t is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God . 

They have been made liable to destruction because of 
what has been done. 

"I will not be with you anymore," and then the Lord 
makes a statement: "unless" --in other words, you've 
got a choice to make--"unless you destroy whatever among 
you is devoted to destruction . " 

v.13 "Go , consecrate the peop l e. Te l l them. 
'Consecrate yourselyes in preparation for 
tomo rrow; for this is what the Lord, the God of 
Isra~ . ~~;s· Th~~ which is devoted is amon~ 
you . r ei u cannot stand a ga i nst yo r: 
enemi e § until ygu remove it. 

His first command was in verse 10: "Stand up." 
And his second one i s her e in verse 1 3 : "Go , consecrate 

the people." 

c hap. 3:5 

Then Joshua said to the people, "Consecrate 
yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders 
among you . " 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

) 

) 

-21-

"Tell them, ' Consecrate y our selves i n p r eparation for 
tomor row.'" And the reason is given: "For this is what 
the Lord, t he God of Israel , says: (and here is a 
s ummary o f the offen se) That which is devoted i s among 
you , O Isr a e l . You cannot stand against your enemies 
until y ou remove it ." 

There will be no victory until you deal with it. 
Fellowship breaks and growth stops until sin is 
confessed and fellowship restored . 

The lights go out because the power ceases to flow. 

You must deal with the offense before there will be 
further victory over your enemies. 

v . 14 'In the morning . present y ourselyes tribe by 
tribe. The tribe that the Lord takes shall come 
forward clan by clan ; the clan that the Lord takes 
s hall come forward fami l y by family ; and the 
,family that the Lord takes shall come forward man 

11t•• JS by man • 

t·~--.,,,,,. I In vw_.e ~ the Lord commands Joshua t o "Stand Up• II 

i. In verse ~ "Go consecr a t e the people . " 
... And now in verse 14 "Present yourselves. II 
~ --- -

Here the Lord is giving Joshua a procedure for solving 
the problem. They will present themselves tribe by 
tribe, and then clan by clan, family by family, and then 
man by man will be the fourth and final choosing. 

v.15 He who is CBJJ gh t wj t h t h e d e vo t ed t hjng s s h a ll 
be dest roy ed by fire. along with all that belopg s 
.,to him. He has viol ated the covenant of the Lord 
and has done a disgraceful thing in Israel!'" 

Earl y t h e n e x t morning Joshua had I s r ae l c ome 
forward by tribes, and Judah was taken . 
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Joshua gets after it early. We have seen this several 
times in these first chapters: Early in the morning he 
begins to take action. 

Now in verse 16, as the tribes come forward, the one 
tribe that is chosen is the tribe of Judah. 

We are now going to learn a great lesson: THAT CRIME 
DOESN'T PAY and that God's FBI system can find the one 
man out of two and a half million who is responsible for 
this sin. 

"So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and 
brought Israel by their tribes" (vii, 16) . Here we 
behold his willingness and readiness in obeying the 
command he had received (verse 14). However painful the 
task, there was no delay. In iii, 1, we saw God's 
servant rising early to engage in a pleasant duty; here, 
there was equal alacrity when a distressing one was to 
be performed. Though a sore trial to flesh and blood, 
yet Joshua's heart was in this work; for he yearned to 
have the Lord's honour vindicated, and for the nation to 
be restored to His favour. 
p. 202 
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur w. Pink 

You can just imagine what is going on in Achan's mind as 
this process begins. He must have felt pretty secure as 
he stood in this mass of humanity; and there must have 
been a twinge in his conscience when the tribe of Judah 
was taken, although there were many thousands in the 
tribe too. 

v.17 The clans of Judah came forward. and he took 
the Zera h j tes. He had the clan of the Zerahites 
come f orwar d by families. and Zimri was taken. 

You can just see the Lord closing in on Achan as he 
moves from the clan to his family. 
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v .18 JTosh11a had h j s family come forward man by man, 
and Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son 
p f Zerah, of the tribe of Judah. was taken . 

As you can see once again in verse 18, the whole 
procedure is reversed and you can see the pieces fall 
together to bring down to the one man the accusation of 
the offense which has been responsible for the death of 
36 men at Ai, as well as the defeat and reproach of the 
children of Israel. Achan is the man. 

""/_~ There is nothing old in these words. Achan is 

Ptr:S "taken" every day. Achan is sure to be "taken." If we .J4 I are practising the policy of Achan, the fate of Achan we 
,. ~M can never avert; the detail will be different--the mere 
"~ • map and plan--but the issue will be the same, because 

~
God's throne is the same, and there is no change in his 
righteousness . So this is not ancient history, but a 
line taken out of this day's record--a line we would 
gladly not read; but why should we spoil our schooling 
because we are eclectic, reading a line here and there 

) 
just as it may please us, instead of reading straight 
through, solemnly, minutely, and fearlessly? 
p . 172 

) 

Preaching Through the Bible, Vol. III by Joseph Parker 

And so it is the tribe of Judah, the clan of Zerah, the 
family of Zimri, and the man Achan, who is the son of 
Carmi. 

Proverbs 15 : 3 

The eyes of the Lord are in every place beholding 
the evil and the good . 

Eccles . 12:14 

God shall bring every work into judgment with 
every secret thing, whether it be good or whether 
it be evil. 
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Rev. 20:12 

... the books were opened; and another book was 
opened, which is the book of life; 

God knows you and he knows everything about you, and 
everything you've done during your whole life. 

Hebrews 4:13 

All things are naked and open unto the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do. 

Yes, God does know all about us, and he does care . He 
does know that we exist, and we are going to be held 
accountable . So teach us to number our days and apply 
our hearts to wisdom. 

We read a similar story in Acts 5 at the early 
beginnings of the church. Sin is severely judged in the 
deaths of Ananias and Sapphira because they lied to the 
Spirit of God. 

Here now early in the history of the nation, just after 
they get into the land and experience their first taste 
of victory, they also have their first defeat . Before 
any further progress can be made , and before they can go 
on and possess the land, they must deal with this 
offense. 

v.19 Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, qive g lory 
to the r.q rd the God of Israel. and giye him the 
p raise . Tell me what y ou hay e done; do not hide 
it from me." 

Now that Achan is brought before Joshua, Joshua tells 
him to give glory to the Lord and give him the praise. 
Then, "Tell me what you have done;" and negatively, 
"Do not hide it from me." 

• • 1s 

WYOllt 1 i 
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Now that the command of General Joshua has been given, 
all eyes are on Achan as he begins to respond: 

v. 20 Achan rep ljed, "It is true! 
the Lord, the God of Israel. 
done : 

I have sinned against 
This is what I have 

Achan's first words recorded in Scripture are : "It is 
true!" And his next statement: "I have sinned against 
the Lord, the God of Israel." 

Like JOSEPH when he was confronted with the potential 
affair with Potiphar's wife, said, "How can I sin and do 
this great wicked ness against God ?" 

And with DAVID, who said, "Against thee and thee only 
have I sinned." 

So Achan recognizes that although his sin has been 
against the nation and there have been 36 casualties and 
a defeat involved, he recognizes ultimately his 
responsibility before the Lord. "I have sinned against 
the Lord, the God of Israel." 

He then says, "This is what I have done:" 

v.21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful r obe f r om 
Babyl onia . two hundred shekels of si l ver and a 
wedge of gol d weighing fifty sheke l s , I coveted 
them and took them . They are hidden in the ground 
inside my tent . with the sil ver underneath." 

"When I saw (with my eyes) in the plunder (3 things): 

1. a beautiful robe 

2. two hundred shekels of silver 

3. a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels 

I (desired) coveted them 
and (by an act of my will) I took them . " 

"I have hidden them in the ground inside my tent, with 
the silver underneath . " 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

-26-

How painful it is for Achan to recognize that all things 
are naked and open unto the eyes of him with whom we 
have to do. And the tragedy of this is: this is all 
t p at Achan ever says. 

~~ef>I"" Unhappily, this confession came too late. Had 
(.)'·~ Achan come to God of his own accord and acknowledged his 

~() sin and brought a proper offering, doubtless there would 'fr/ have been forgiveness for him. But the confession wrung Le from him only after the lot had indicated who the wicked 

1 
fAf' • one was, could not avail to shield him from judgment. 

/ 

We need to remember that this event occurred in the 
dispensation of the law . Law knows no mercy; law is 
absolutely just. Therefore Achan and his family had to 
be destroyed because of their sin. It is very evident 
that the family were implicated in the evil deeds of the 
head of the house, because the law strictly forbade 
putting the children to death for the sins of the 
parents, but inasmuch as all were devoted to judgment, 
it is evident that all participated in the evil. They 
were brought down into the Valley of Achor; that is, the 
valley of trouble. As they stood there before the Lord 
and His people, 

,) pp. 81-82 
Joshua, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther by H. A. Ironside 

) 

Notice the steps of Achan ' s sin. He saw, he 
c~veted, he took. I These are the steps of ~sin of the 
l esh. Gossn>,-c r iticism, envy, and jealousy are all 
sins of the flesh. They cause strife and trouble . For 
instance, criticism builds up your ego. It calls 
attention to yourself . It makes you look better than 
the person you are criticizing. The old sin of the 
flesh sees, covets, and then takes. 

Now what does Achan do when he is confronted? He 
confesses. He lays it right out. For believers today, 
how are we going to overcome the flesh? We have to deal 
with sin in our lives. 
p. 51 
Joshua - Judges by J. Vernon McGee 
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How are we to do that? True confession does not 
deal in generalities. Spell it out as Achan did: "I saw 
them; I coveted them; I took them." Tell God everything 
that is in your heart--just open it up to Him. You 
might as well tell Him because He already knows all 
about it. 

Mel Trotter told about a man on the board of his 
Pacific Gar den Mission, a doctor, who, when he prayed 
would say, "Lord, if I have sinned, forgive my sins." 
Mel Trotter got tired of listening to that. Finally he 
went to the doctor and said to him, "Listen, Doc, you 
say, 'If I have sinned.' Don't you know whether or not 
you have sinned? " The doctor said, "Well , I guess I 
do . " "Don't you know what your sin is?" "No , " the 
doctor said, "I don't know what it is . " Mel Trotter 
said, "If you don't know, then guess at it!" The nex t 
time the doctor prayed, Mel said, he guessed it the 
first time! It is amazing , fr i ends, the way we beat 
around the bush even in our praying . Just go to God and 
tell Him exactly what your sin is . That is confession . 
There can be no joy in your life; there can be no power 
in your life; there can be no v ictory in your life until 
there is confession of sin . 
pp. 51-52 
Joshua - Judges by J. Vernon McGee 

Achan's honest confession of covetousness (7:20-21) 
provide touching insight into the sober reflections of 
two souls (one innocent, one guilty) concerning sin: 

JOSHUA'S tenderness: "my son" 
appeal: "I pray thee" 
glorification of God: "give glory to Jehovah" 

ACHAN' s honesty: "of a truth" 

pp. 68-69 

sense of guilt: "I have sinned against Jehovah" 
admission of weakness: "I saw ... coveted ... took 

. . . hid" 

Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen 
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Confronted with the evidence, Achan confessed. He 
recognized that his sin was, above all, a sin against God 
(7 : 20). David similarly confessed sin (Ps. 51:4). Achan's 
sin consisted in his having taken what belonged to the Lord. 
In confessing he spelled out the process of the temptation 
and the yielding : "I saw ... I coveted ... and took" ( 7: 21) . 
This was similar to the sin of Eve (Gen . 3:6) and the 
sin of David (2 Sam . 11 : 2-14). Sin enters into a person 
through sinful cravings, the lust of the eyes, and 
boasting of what one has and does (1 John 2:15) . 

Achan coveted and took a robe from Babylonia (7:21; Heb . , 
Shinar, which is identified with Babylon in Gen. 10 : 10) . 
The garment was beautiful, ornately constructed, and 
probably one used for cultic purposes. It was "covered 
with coloured figures, either of men or animals , sometimes 
woven, at other times worked with the needle." In 
archaeological findings at Ras Shamra, mention is made 
of garments trimmed with jewels, some valued at ten 
shekels of silver. In addition, Achan stole 200 shekels 
of silver and a wedge of gold weighing 50 shekels. There 
were differing weights for the shekel in biblical times, 
but the common shekel was approximately 2 / 5 ounce. The 
wedge of gold was about ten inches long by one inch wide 
and one inch thick. 

Having stolen the items, Achan hid them in his tent. 
It appears that Achan deposited the robe on top with the 
gold underneath it and the silver on the bottom (7:21). 
pp. 68-69 
Joshua by Paul P. Enns 

Achan's response was straightforward and complete . 
He confessed his sin and gave no excuses. But neither 
did he exg ress sorrow for having disobey ed God's Word, 
for havi ng Rxtray e d his nation for booty, for having 
caused the defei t of Israel's army and the death of 36 

_.; -·-~ 
p. 65 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 

Basically , Achan was caught in the web of 
materialism, a problem that also faces us in this 
century. It has been estimated that Americans are 
bombarded by 1,700 advertisements a day via various 
forms of the media . While there is no danger of our 
purchasing all 1,700 items, there is the possibility of 
our accepting the philosophy behind those 
advertisements--that we will have complete, fulfilled, 
satisfied lives if only we drive this car, use this hair 
spray, or drink that beverage . 
p. 65 
No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell 
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For within her ranks was a man, Achan by name, who 
willfully, secretly and covetously had claimed some 
booty from the ruins of Jericho for himself. 

The sight of a gorgeous scarlet cloak from Babylon, 
the glitter of a golden ingot, the sparkle of silver 
coins had attracted his attention, aroused his avarice. 
Surely no great harm could come from laying hold of this 
loot for his own use. 

After all, was he not a man of war? Had he not 
risked his life in crossing Jordan? Was he not entitled 
to the spoils of war now that the city of Jericho had 
fallen? Didn't tradition dictate that booty was the 
reward of battle? Why should he necessarily capitulate 
to Joshua's commands about common people avoiding the 
accursed belongings of the Amorites? 

These and a score of other reasons raced through 
Achan's mind and rationale. He was a thoroughly 
pragmatic person who felt sure Joshua's ban on any man 
seizing the spoils of battle from the ruined city was 
unwarranted. 

So while his comrades in arms gathered up whatever 
gold, silver, bronze or iron implements they could find, 
to be dedicated to Jehovah with joy, Achan was furtively 
sneaking off with some loot to his tent. Amid all the 
chaos and confusion of the conquest this may not have 
been too difficult to do. Men were rushing hither and 
thither. The mobs of Israel were scrambling over the 
mounds of rubble that remained in heaps where a city 
once stood. The dead and dying were lying in agony 
under the scorching sun. 

Swiftly, surely, with a few stabbing strokes of his 
sword, Achan dug a hole in the new soil of the Promised 
Land that lay within his tent. Not only could this 
precious fresh earth produce milk and honey in bountiful 
abundance to feed his family, it could also conceal his 
guilt and cover his bold-faced crime against his God. 
Or so he thought! 

Without a doubt Achan was watched by his family as 
he hid the forbidden wealth within their home. Sternly 
he swore his wife and his sons and daughters to total 
secrecy. Their utter silence would be a sure guarantee 
of their future wealth. For even at today's deflated 
values, the booty he buried would be worth roughly 
$25,000.00. 

The gorgeous gown at least 
The silver coins about 
The wedge of gold 

Total 

$500 . 00 
$3,500.00 

$21,000.00 
25,000.00 
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Finally, in an act of misguided presumption and 
outright defiance, Achan had carefully covered the spoil 
with the soft, mellow earth, then walked on it to pack 
it flat . Again, his malicious mind, blinded by the 
sudden wealth, distorted by his own self-deception, 
convinced him that he could lay claim to this forbidden 
contraband. 
pp. 102-103 
Joshua: Man of Fearless Faith by W. Phillip Keller 

"And behold they are hid in the earth in the midst of 
the tent." There we behold both the "deceitfulness of 
sin" and the anxiety it brings. "No sooner had he got 
possession of his plunder than it became his burden! . •• 
so differently do the objects of temptation appear at a 
distance to what they do when apprehended and when the 
infatuation ceases" (T. Scott). They who yield to a 
spirit of covetousness "pierce themselves through with 
many sorrows" (I Tim. vi, 8-10). 

"So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the 
tent." The members of the congregation were as desirous 
and zealous to have Jehovah's honour vindicated as was 
their leader. "And behold it was hid in his tent and 
the silver under it. And they took them out of the 
midst of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua and unto 
all the children of Israel" (verses 22,23). This was 
done in order that conclusive evidence of Achan's guilt 
should be laid before the eyes of the whole nation, and 
thereby was brought to light the hidden things of darkness. 
By that procedure a solemn warning was given the people 
(and us) of the utter futility of any attempt to conceal 
anything fron the eyes of Him which are "in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good" (Prov. xv, 4). 
p. 206 
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur W. Pink 

We would all stay out of a lot of trouble if we 
always acted where people could see us. Or if we were 
at least willing for them to see us. Cover-ups are 
always the strategy of the irresponsible. 

So one way of testing the responsibility of what we 
are doing is to ask, "Would I be willing to let people I 
care about know what I am doing?" 
p. 111 
Choices: Making Decisions in a Complex World 

by Lewis B . Smedes 
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Why do we of ten turn 
to subtle rationalization 
to bridge the gap we know 
between right and wrong? 

It is called 
compromising, 
and we are building a defense 
against our conscience . 

(Ponder This by Leonard Andrews) 

"His own iniquities seize the wicked, and he is held 
fast by the ropes of his own sin." Proverbs 5 : 33 
(Berkeley) 

The scissors of self-effort can never do the job of 
releasing a man who is caught in the trap of his own 
making. Like a wild beast of the jungle, the rebellious 
life is captured and held prisoner by unyielding ropes. 
Habits grip. Evil deeds become evil habits. Do it once 
and it is much easier to do again. It is as hard for 
the Ethiopian to change his skin or the leopard his 
spots as for those men who are accustomed to do evil, 
now to do good. 

Remember the time you said, "I'll only do this 
once." Now you are imprisoned in a firm clutch, and if 
you were to tell the truth, the power to resist is just 
about gone. 

Impulses increase as motives decrease. Many a man 
is so wrapped in the net of evil deeds that he commits 
the sin once more, not because he finds any pleasure in 
it, but for no better reason than that he has committed 
it so often the habit of doing it is his master. Like 
an octopus, "the ropes of his own sin" drag a man down 
and down. 
(When the Ceiling Is Zero by Robert D. Foster) 
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v. 22 So ,Joshua s ent messengers. and they ran to the 
t ent. and there it was, hidden in his tent. with 
the silyer upderneath. 

v . 23 They took the things from the tent. brought them 
to Joshua and all the Israelites and s p read them 
put before the Lord. 

Firmly Joshua commanded the stricken man not only 
to make full confession of the crime committed but also 
to bring out the booty hidden in his tent as evidence for 
all to see his wrong-doing. In this way all of Israel 
would participate in the full execution of justice. 

It was imperative for Israel to understand the 
ominous gravity of Achan's deliberate disobedience. His 
self-indulgence had brought fear and defeat to all his 
comrades. It had cost thirty-six of them their very 
lives. Now he, his family and all his possessions would 
be forfeited. He who had wrought such havoc in Israel 
would pay the penalty by annihilation and total 
obliteration. 
p. 107 
Joshua: Man of Fearless Faith 

v.24 Then Joshua. together with all Israel. took 
Achan son of Zerah. the silver, the robe. the 
gold wedge. his sons and daughters. his cattle, 
a onkey s and sheep . his tent and all that he had, 
to t he Valle¥ qt Ac h o r 

The inventory list of all they took had eleven entries: 

1. Achan 
2. silver 
3. robe 
4. gold 
5. sons 
6. daughters 
7. cattle 
8. donkeys 
9. sheep 

10. the tent 
11. misc. entry: all that he had 

And they took all of this down to the Valley of Achor . 
The term "Achor" means "causing sorrow." 
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v.25 Joshua said. "Why haye you brought this dis.aster 
on us? The Lord will bring disaster on y ou today,. " 

Joshua asks a question as Achan stands before him: 
"Why have you brought this disaster on us?" There is no 
recorded answer from Achan as he stands awaiting 
execution. "The Lord will bring disaster on you today." 

Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had 
stoned the rest. they burned them. 

In this 25th verse, then, we have Joshua speaking by 
asking a question, and then announcing that the Lord 
would bring disaster on him today for his disobedience. 
And then we have the record of what was done: "All 
Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, 
they burned them." 

v.26 Oyer Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, 
whj c h remains to thi s day . Thep t he Lo r d tp r ped 
from his fierce anger. Therefore that p lace has 
been called the v alley of Achor ey er since. 

, \(~ Ah! metaphor as true as fair! for all our inner life, 
\~ ,Q there is no Valley of Achor where the work of execution 

\) e. c/( ~is faithfully preformed, in which there is not a door of 
\:) n&~ hope--entrance into the garden of the Lord; and a song 

\\~~ -0~ so sweet, so joyous, so triumphant, that it would seem 
~ ~,~' as if the buoyance of youth were wed with the experience 
~e) and mellowness of age. 

p. 104 

J 

aoshua by F. B. Meyer 

God is to be praised that there is no defeat so 
complete and humiliating that forgiveness, restoration, 
and renewed victory are not possible. No failure need 
be final. The way Israel recovered from its initial 
reverse and went on to consistent victory holds great 
encouragement for us as we wage our battle against sin 
and Satan and face our own failures. 
p. 83 
Promised Land Living J. Oswald Sanders on Joshua 

~lZ;Z'f1°6 
~bs oF Dec,f.< 

17:01.(_;-1 rveJ: I 
c 
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In a final summary Joshua speaks of Achan's having 
brought trouble, and concludes by saying that the Lord 
will trouble you this day . This is not vindictiveness. 
Joshua acts in keeping with the divine command (v . 15); 
and God, the God of the covenant, acts in keeping with 
the covenant (cf. Ezek. 16:59). A violation of the 
covenant causes covenant retribution . Physical death as 
punishment for sin was given prominence in OT times. 
This shows God's displeasure with sin. Conclusions as 
to the eternal destiny of individuals so punished had 
better not be made rashly. As revelation progresses the 
true nature of the relationship between sin and 
punishment becomes clear (compare 2 K. 1:9-16 with 
Luke 9:51-55) . Jesus rejects the suggestion of an 
Elijah-type judgment, but, as Luke 10:8-12 indicates, he 
at the same time speaks of a more ultimate judgment on 
those who knowingly reject him. 
p. 131 
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament 

The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra 

How this shows us that a time of success is when we most 
need to be on our guard, and "rejoice with trembling" 
(Psa . ii, 11) . The moon never suffers an eclipse except 
at a time when it is at the full! Grace is needed by us 
to use the grace God gives us and to save us from 
turning His blessings into curses. 
p. 178 
Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur w. Pink 

CONCLUSION: 

What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this 
particular study? 

S- LESSON #1: What one person does affects the whole 
nation. 

~LESSON #2: When you take something that doesn't 
belong to you, you have acted unfaithfully. 
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~ESSON #3: How important it is to pray before we 
proceed with the project of possession of the land. 

)f-r,ESSON #4: The people are not even aware that they are 
out of fellowship with God. 

t'LESSON #5: The high cost of disobedience for Achan and 
for the nation as a whole . 

~ESSON #6 : How weak and whipped we are without his 
strength in our lives. 

LESSON #7: We open ourselves up to judgment when we 
are disobedient. 

LESSON #8: The eye saw; the heart desired; and the 
will took. 

LESSON #9: There is no victory until you deal with 
the problem . 

LESSON #10 : Fellowship breaks--growth stops, until 
the sin is confessed. 

LESSON #11: The confession of sin must be specific. 

LESSON #12: The children of Israel are now ready for 
victory because the offense has been dealt with. 
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In Joshua 7 and 8, defeat and victory at Ai 
represents the flesh in the believer. The sin of Achan 
was sin in the camp. Steps in sins of flesh are: 
I saw--physical; I coveted--mental; I took--volitional. 
There will be no deliverance until sin is dealt with in 
the life of a believer. 
p. 47 
Joshua - Judges by J. Vernon McGee 

"We don't do this, and we don't do that." In fact, 
they do a spiritual strip-tease--they put off everything 
that seems to them to be worldly. They have overcome 
the world. But what about the flesh, friends? Some of 
the most dangerous people in the church are the 
super - duper saints who talk about having overcome the 
world, but they are defeated at Ai. Some of them have 
the meanest tongues imaginable. I was a pastor for 
forty years and I could tell you story after story about 
the antics of the super-duper saints. The flesh has many 
people in tow. They think they are living the Christian 
life. In fact, they talk about living the victorious 
life, yet they do not even know what it is. The 
victorious life is His life. He is the One who gets 
the victory and not us. 
p. 48 
Joshua - Judges by J. Vernon McGee 

But the one lesson for all the inner life is to be 
willing for God to do his work in us , through us, or for 
us. 
p. 103 
Joshua by F. B. Meyer 

Morality is about doing right things. Religion is 
about being forgiven for the wrong things we have done. 
The rules of morality tell us how to live well with each 
other. The rules of religion tell us how to live well 
with God. 
p. 51 
Choices: Making Decisions in a Complex World 

by Lewis B. Smedes 
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Read: Matthew 16:21-28 November 10 - Monday 

SOUL-TRIFLING 
For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, 

and loses his own soul? Matthew 16:26 

EVERYONE will spend eternity somewhere. Those 
who know Christ are assured of heaven, that won

derful place prepared for them by the Lord Jesus. Those 
who do not receive Him will go to that awful place pre
pared for the devil and his angels. Our destiny is deter
m ined by what we do with the Savior in this life. Not 
knowing when the "call" may come, anyone who goes 
on rejecting Christ is gambling with his soul. 

Pastor Dan Baker told a story about a man traveling 
on an ocean liner. He was leaning over the ship's rail 
tossing something in the air and catching it. "What is it 
you are tossing in the air?" asked an onlooker. "A dia
mond of great value. It -is all I have in the world," said 
the man. "What an awful risk to keep tossing it up so 
carelessly!" "No risk at all. I've been doing it for the last 
half hour, and I can catch it every time." "But there might 
come a last time," remarked the onlooker. The man 
laughed and tossed it up again - but this time he 
missed. For a moment, the man stood aghast. Then he 
cried out, "Lost! Lost! Lost!" Baker commented, "You 
say the story is not true - it is true! The ocean is eternity. 
You are on the vessel of life. That diamond is your soul. 
And you have been trifling with it." 

If you've never received Christ, my friend, stop risking 
the E;?ternal destiny o f your soul. Today admit that you 
are a sinner. Believe on Jesus, who died for your sins. 
Soul-trifli ng can result in eternal loss. - R.W:O. 
There's a line that is drawn by r~ecting our Lord, 

Where the ca ll of His Spirit is lost, 
And you hurry a long with the p leasure-mad throng

Have you counted, have you counted the cost? - Hodge 
Procrastination has never landed one soul in heaven, 

_but it has doomed many to an eternal hell. 

l uJ< ~ \ ~ -. / ? , z o -
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What are moral rules for? They are signs that 
point us toward a good life. This is what rules are 
for: they tell us how to live in ways that contribute 
to the goodness of human life--our own and our 
neighbors'. 

Rules are not sacred or even good in themselves. 
They are means, not ends. We are obligated by the rules 
because we ought to live the kind of life that ends in 
happiness for others and ourselves. 
p. 65 
Choices: Making Decisions in a Complex World 

by Lewis B. Smedes 

"God, You're all I have right now. But I thought 
that when I committed this rape to You, that would be 
the end of its effect on me." As I spoke to God, I 
realized how incapable I was of handling this crushing 
news. Though I had thought my commitment of the 
situation to Him would solve the problem, I had to admit 
that perhaps I didn't understand what commitment really 
was. Maybe the reason I was in this mess was because I 
was still trying to run my life. I had given Christ a 
place to live in me, but deep inside I knew that I was 
still calling the shots. I felt Him pressing in on me, 
asking for control of my decisions, friendships, time, 
career, attitudes--everything. And I realized that 
without Christ in charge there was no hope of my 
overcoming this problem and succeeding in life. 

"Lord, I'm so unhappy with my life," I prayed. "I 
seem to have no control over the things that happen to 
me. If You don't help me, Lord, if You don't take 
control of my life, then there's no hope for me." 

I cried again, quietly this time before I continued 
my prayer. "God, how much more can I take? Please help 
me. Take my life. I have nothing left. I surrender it 
totally to You. I'm looking to You for guidance. I'm 
not asking You to make my life rosy. Just help me get 
through this mess. I'll accept the results, whatever 
they are, but I can't go on with You in control." 
p. 48 
The Missing Piece - Finding God's Peace for Your Past 

by Lee Ezell 




