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Then the L01m said to Joshua, "Do
not be afraid; do not be discouraged.
8
Take the whole army with you, arid go up
and attack Ai. For I have delivered into
your hands the king of Ai, his people, his
city and his land. 2You shall do to Ai and
its king as you did to Jericho and its king,
except that you may ca!Tf off their plunder and livestock for yourselves. Set an
ambush behind the city."
350 Joshua and the whole army moved
out to attack Ai. He chose thirty thousand
of his best fighting men and sent them
out at night 4with these orders: "Listen
carefully. You are to set an ambush behind the city. Don't go very far from it.
All of you be on the alert. SJ and all those
with me will advance on the city, and
when the men come out against us, as
they did before, we will flee from them .
•They will pursue us until we have lured
them away from the city, for they will
say, 'They are running away from us as
they did before.' So when we flee from
them, 'you are to rise up from ambush
·and take the city. The L01m your God will
give it into your hand. •When you have
taken the city, set it on fire. Do what the
Loao has commanded. See to it; you have
my orders."
'Then Joshua sent them off, and they
went to the place of ambush and Jay in
wait between Bethel and Ai, to the west
of Ai-but Joshua spent that night with
the people.
10Early the next morning Joshua mustered his men, and he and the leaders of
Israel marched before them to Ai. ttThe
entire force that was with him marched
up and approached the city and arrived
in front of it. They set up camp north of
Ai, with the valley between them and the
city. l2Joshua had taken about five thousand men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the
city. llThey had the soldiers take up their
positions-all those in the camp to the
north of the city and the ambush to the
west of it. That night Joshua went into
the valley.
14When the king of Ai saw this, he and
all the men of the city hurried out early
in the morning to meet Israel in battle at
a certain place overlooking the Arabah.
But he did not know that an ambush had
been set against him behind the city.
ISJoshua and all Israel let themselves be
driven back before them, and the)! fled
toward the desert. t6AJJ the men qf Ai
were called to pursue them, and they pursued Joshua and were lured away from
the city. t7Not a man rem;tined in Ai or
Bethel who did not go after Israel. They
left the city open and went in pursuit of
Israel.
ll'fhen the LoRD said to Joshua, "Hold
out toward Ai the javelin that is in your
hand, for into your hand I will deliver
· the city." So Joshua held out his javelin
toward Ai. 19As soon as he did this, the
men in the ambush rose quickly from
their position and rushed forward . They
entered the city and captured it and
quickly set it on fire.

20'fhe men of Ai looked back and saw
the smoke of the city rising against the
sky, but they had no chance to escape in
any direction, for the Israelites who had
been fleeing toward the desert had
turned back against their pursuers. 21for
when Joshua and all Israel saw that the
ambush had taken the city and that
smoke was going up from the city, they
turned around and attacked the men of
Ai. 22'fhe men of the ambush also came
out of the city against them, so that they
were caught in the middle, with Israelites
on both sides. Israel cut them down, leaving them neither survivors nor fugitives .
2JBut they took the king of Ai alive and
brought him to Joshua.
24When Israel had finished killing all
the men of Ai in the fields and in the
desert where they had chased them, and
when every one of them had been put to
the sword, all the Israelites returned to Ai
and killed those who were in it. 25Twelve
thousand men and women fell that dayall the people of Ai. 26for Joshua did not
draw back the hand that held out his
javelin until he had destroyed• all who·
Jived in Ai. 27But Israel did carry off for
themselves the livestock and plunder of
this city, as the LoRD had instructed
Joshua.
2•so Joshua burned Ai and made it a
permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place
to this day . 29He hung the king of Ai on
a tree and left him there until evening. At
sunset, Joshua ordered them to take his
body from the tree and throw it down at
the entrance of the city gate. And they
raised a large pile of rocks over it, which
remains to this day.

The Covenant Renewed at Mount Ebal
30'fhen Joshua built on Mount Eba) an
altar to the LoRD, the God of Israel, Jlas
Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded the Israelites. He built it according to what is written in the Book of the
Law of Moses-an altar of uncut stones,
on which no iron tool had been used. On
it they offered to the LoRD burnt offerings
and sacrificed fellowship offerings.b
32There in the presence of the Israelites,
Joshua copied on stones the Jaw of
Moses, which he had written. JJAJl Israel,
aliens and citizens alike, with their elders, officials and judges, were standing
on both sides of the ark of the covenant
of the LoRD, facing those who carried itthe priests, who were Levites. Half of the
people stood in front of Mount Gerizim
and half of them in front of Mount Eba!,
as Moses the servant of the LORD had formerly commanded when he gave instructions to bless the people of Israel.
34Afterward, Joshua read all the words
of the Jaw-the blessings and the cursesjust as it is written in the Book of the
Law. 3SThere was not a word of all that
Moses had commanded that Joshua did
not read to the whole assembly of Israel,
including the women and children, and
the aliens who Jived among them .
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STUDY NUMBER EIGHT - Joshua 8:1-35

INTRODUCTION:
Thus far in our series of studies in the book of Joshua
we have seen in the first five chapters the INVASION OF
THE LAND involving in:
chap . 1 - the COMMISSIONING OF JOSHUA
chap. 2

-

chap. 3

- the CROSSING OF THE JORDAN

the SPYING OF JERICHO

chap. 4 - the MEMORIALS
chap. 5 - the CONSECRATION OF THE PEOPLE
This led us to the second division of the book of Joshua:
THE SUBJECTION OF THE LAND - chaps. 6-12
Thus far we have had one victory and one defeat:

)

In chap. 6 - the victory over Jericho was recorded
In chap. 7 - the defeat at Ai.
Now that the sin has been dealt with, the Lord is once
again going to allow them to experience victory, and
this comes on the field of their prior defeat.
A good title for this chapter would be "VICTORY AT AI."
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Hebrews 12 : 5- 11
And you have forgotten the exhortation which is
addressed to you as sons, "My son, do not regard
lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when
you are reproved by Him; for those whom the Lord
loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son
whom He receives." It is for discipline that you
endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what
son is there whom his father does not discipline?
But if you are without discipline, of which all
have become partakers, then you are illegitimate
children and not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly
fathers to discipline us, and we respected them;
shall we not much rather be subject to the Father
of spirits, and live? For they disciplined us for
a short time as seemed best to them, but He
disciplines us for our good, that we may share His
holiness. All discipline for the moment seems not
to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have
been trained by it, afterwards it yields the
peaceful fruit of righteousness.

)

)

While the mother was truly kind and loving she was
withal a strict disciplinarian. Order was inforced by
rules, with old-fashioned whippings as a penalty. These
events were more or less frequent in the case of Dwight,
who was the leader in all kinds of boyish mischief.
In
later years he described these punishments and his
futile attempts to escape them:
"Mother would send me out for a stick, and I
thought I could fool her and get a dead one. But she
would snap the stick and then tell me to get another.
She was rarely in a hurry, and certainly never when she
was whipping me. Once I told her that the whipping did
not hurt at all.
I never had occasion to tell her so
again, for she put it on so it did hurt."
(The Life of Dwight L. Moody by W. R. Moody)
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I succeeded once.
It happened after my son, who
was twelve at the time, had sent me on a trip to the end
of my rope. He had taken up a new hobby: lying; and he
was doing it so well that he was raising it to an art.
Disturbing letters were coming from school--disturbing
to me, not to him, for he was full of the feeling that
he could get away with anything; and he was right .
"No longer are we going to ask you to do
something , " I told him one day, "we're going to tell you
that you'd better do it. This is the law of our house:
you do what we tell you to do. Thomas Jefferson will
pardon me, but you're the one American who isn't ready
for freedom. You don't function well with it. Do you
understand?"
"Yes, Dad," he said .
A few days later, I called from Las Vegas and
learned from my wife that this law of the house had been
broken. I was hardly taken by surprise to learn that
the outlaw was my son .
"Why didn't you do what you were told?" I said to
him on the phone.
"This is the second time I've had to
tell you, and your mother's very upset. The school also
says you're not coming in with the work . "
"Well, I just don't feel like doing it," he said.
"Very well. How does this idea strike you? When I
come home on Thursday, I'm going to kick your butt . " 111f\el .
Now I know that many distinguished psychologists
feel that kicking butt is a reversion to the Stone Age.
But kids may have paid more attention in the Stone Age.
When a father said, "No shrinking heads this week," his
boy may have listened .
On Thursday, I came home, but I couldn't find the
boy. He didn't make an appearance at dinner, and when I
awoke the next morning , he still wasn't there . So I
assembled my staff and solemnly said, "Ladies, where is
my son?"
"He's around here somewhere," one of my daughters
said . They were the French underground hiding one of
their heroes from the Nazis.
At last, just before dinner, he entered the house ,
tired of wandering in the wilderness.
"Young man," I said, "I told you that when I came
home, I would kick your behind."
"Yes, Dad," he replied .
"And you know why, don't you?"
"Yes, Dad."
"Then let's go over to the barn."
He may have been slow in his studies, but by now he
must have suspected that I wasn't planning a lesson in
animal husbandry. When we reached the barn, I said,
"Son, we are now going to hav e a little talk about
breaking the law and lying . "
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As the boy watched me roll up my sleeves, his usual
cool gave way to fear, even though I was a father with
absolutely no batting average: I had never before hit
him or any of the other children. Was I making a
mistake now? If so, it would just be mistake number
nine thousand, seven hundred, and sixty-three.
"Dad, I know I was wrong," he said, "and I'm really
sorry for what I did. I'll never do it again."
"I appreciate your saying that," I said, "and I
love you; but I made a promise to you and you wouldn't
respect me if I broke it."
"Oh, Dad, I'd respect you--I'd respect you like
crazy!"
-"Son, it' s too late. "
"It's never too late!"
He was reaching heights of legal eloquence, which
didn't help him because I've often wanted to hit
lawyers, too.
"Just turn around,"
And then I hit him. He rose up on his toes in the
point position and the tears began.
"Now do you understand my point about never lying
again?" I said.
"Oh yes, Dad!" he said. "I've never understood it
better."
"Fine. Now you can go."
He turned around to leave and I hit him again.
When he turned back to me with a look of having been
betrayed, I said, "I'm sorry; I lied. Do you ever want
me to lie to you again?"
"No, Dad," he said.
And to this day, he has not lied again to me or my
wife. Moreover, we received a letter from his school
taking credit for having done a wonderful job on our
son. I'm glad I had been able to supplement this work
by the school with my own parent-student conference in
the barn.
God. i.s OF f<ZM.
pp. 91-94
Fatherhood by Bill Cosby
-to 4-k f!:ia.,,..., ~
After every time of confrontation and discipline there
is a ~ brokenness, a fresh sensitivj.,_ty to the Lord and
what He is doing in our lives.
This has been a time of real hurt and pain for the
nation to go through the experience of defeat at Ai, and
now be able to get back on track again and get going.

)
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You can always tell the quality of character in a person
by the way he rises to the task after an experience of
failure.

"Lord, my life's a mess. It was a mess before I
handed it over to You, and it's still a mess. Nothing's
changed. I don't expect You to be a divine slot machine
where I drop in the prayer and You spit out a blessing,
but God, I sure could use a jackpot right now . I have
no family, no home, and practically no money.
pp. 56-57
The Missing Piece - Finding God's Peace for Your Past
by Lee Ezell

In The Road Less Traveled, Dr. M. Scott Peck writes,

)

We must accept responsibility for a problem before
we can solve it. We cannot solve a problem by
saying, "It's not my problem." We cannot solve a
problem by hoping that someone else will solve it
for us.
I can solve a problem only when I say,
"This is !!!Y problem and it's up to me to solve it."
But many, so many, seek to avoid the pain of their
problems by saying to themselves, "This problem was
caused me by other people, or by social
circumstances beyond my control, and therefore it
is up to other people or society to solve this
problem for me. It is not really my personal
problem.
As long as our focus is on making excuses or shifting
blame, we will continue to experience failure because we
will fail to learn, to grow, and to change. But as we
accept responsibility for our lives and make the healing
choice to truly learn from our failures, then we can
begin to transform the failed patterns of the past into
new patterns of future success.
p. 88
The Healing Choice by Ron Lee Davis

)
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the road to failure is paved with good intentions--and
bad timing. Often we fail in the attempt to do God's
will because we try to do it our own way. We see a need
and we rush to meet that need without stopping to ask
God for wisdom and discernment. So in our attempt to
help we often hurt instead. We have good intentions,
but we are not in God's timing.
p. 89
The Healing Choice by Ron Lee Davis
The depression formula then is this: some loss,
or hurt in life + anger x self-pity =
ff depression.
\ When the Hurt Won't Go Away by Paul w. Powell

.,v
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Psalm 37:23,24
The steps of a man are established by the Lord;
And He delights in his way.
When he falls, he shall not be hurled headlong;
Because the Lord is the One who holds his hand.

)

About 2,000 years ago, Jesus was talking to his
disciples about quitting and staying. He was talking to
a group of agriculturally-orientated men, and so the
principle went like this:
"No man, having put his hand
to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of
God" ( Luke 9 : 6 2 ) •
A car or a plow . . . it matters not. Most men are
good at beginnings, but few are finishers.
Finish it!
( Always too Soon to Quit by Robert D. Foster)

v. l

Then the I.q rd sa j d to ,Joshq a . " n o not be a fra j d;
do not be discouraged. Take the whole army with
y 011
an d go l!P an d attack Ai
For I hay e deliy ered
into y our hands the king of Ai. his p eop le. hjs
c j t y a nd hi s land.
I

)
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The word "THEN" ties in with the previous chapter.
Following the judgment of Achan, the Lord said to
Joshua ...
When we deal with sin in our lives, God then again is
available for fellowship and for leadership and
direction.
"Then the Lord said to Joshua," ...
The Lord issu es ~ 11.e gative commands and ~ ~g siti~
commands in the rest of the verse, and then states the
reason.
First, the NEGATIVE COMMANDS:

)

1.

Do not be afraid.

2.

Do not be discouraged.

How gracious and good of the Lord to come and to
minister to Joshua ' s personal needs. The first, of
course, is fear because of the prior defeat. And the
second is discouragement because of the same.
He knows our needs and He comes and ministers to us,
s~stainin~ ~ through the trial and taking ~ on to
v ictory.
~ :lf&-v. --i.·. 1 ~

God's encouragement (8:1-2). Tenderly, because He
was speaking to a broken heart, God said to Joshua, "Fear
not, neither be thou dismayed." The words were spoken,
albeit tenderly, with the same power and authority as
when Jesus commanded dead Lazarus to come forth from the
tomb, and they suggest that God was reaching far down to
lift up a soul out of the depths of fear and despair.
p. 70
Joshua: Rest-Land Won by Irving L. Jensen
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It is most interesting to mark how the Bible is studded
with "fear nots," from Genesis to Revelation; from that
early word to Abraham--"Fear not , I am thy shield, and
thy e xceeding great reward" - -to that most comforting
assurance to the beloved disciple , "Fear not ; I am the
first and the last: I am He that liveth, and was dead;
and , behold , I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hades and of death . " If only God's children
could hear Him uttering that one word, from how much
anxiety and misery would it set them free!
pp. 189-90
The Expositor's Bible - The Book of Joshua
by William Garden Blaikie, D.D., LL.D.
2 Cor. 4: 1
Therefore since we have this ministry, as we
received mercy, we do not lose heart,
2 Cor. 4:16

)

Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our
outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being
renewed day by day.
The two negative commands are:
1.

Do not be afraid.

2.

Do not be discouraged .

Now the two POSITIVE COMMANDS are seen:

\

_;

1.

Take the whole army with you .

2.

Go up and attack Ai.
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Yo u wil l n o t i ce the ins tructions of the Lord are to t a ke
the whole army.
I t h i n k t h ere a re two re a s o ns f or thi s:
1.

Joshua needs the security of having the whole
force.

2.
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It's to teach a lesson about lis tening to men
rather than to God because the advice of the
spies back in chap. 7 was that they didn't need
to do this. There was no consu l tation with the
Lord on that occasion and so just a sma ll f o rce
of men went up to ~ttack Ai and were defeated.
Now the Lord says }V Take the whole army with you.
w1 \I fJ~vt"' c:,o~ e ,.
01 Y'ou"' i ~ .. 7'--.::r' Yo~
d&.i + lf.J€e,d '1-11 lfi.t Jfes,,u.v~P. .
. ~
.
Aucl,,fo."1111. -l-o Yv~.
second positi v e command is: W "Go up and attack Ai."
1

Ai is nor t hwest of Jericho and Gi l gal.
wilderness lay between Jericho and Ai .

)

The way o f t h e

Ai is a t t he 3,000 foot e l e vat ion above sea l evel , so
they are l i terally g oing to be going "up to Ai. "
Ai is about 10 -1 5 mi l es northwest o f Gilg al , the b ase
camp .
The xeason for these two negative and two positive
commands is seen in the last phrase of the verse:
"For I have delivered into your hands the king of Ai,
his people, his city and his land."
The reason:
I've got a gift for you. You will notice
the verb "delivered" is in the past tense. The Lord has
made a decision, and that decision is going to be
carried out against Ai.

1 Cor . 5 : 5
I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for
the destruction of his flesh, that his spirit may
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

Ai was a little city and it is he little things
that become grea o s ac es in the onward march of t e
host of the Lord, unless they are dealt with in the
light of His Word. In this instance, Israel was to
learn how strong a little city may be and what wisdom
and dependence on God is needed in order to overcome it.
p. 86
Joshua, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther by H. A. Ironside

~

we never lose by waiting God's time, and only bring
trouble upon ourselv es if we attempt to anticipate it.
p. 211
\ Gleanings in Joshua by Arthur W. Pink

)
An old saying often helped me remember this truth:
"God fixes a fix to fix you. If you fix the fix before
you are fixed, He will have to fix another fix to fix
you . "
It took a fresh "fix" to show me just how much God
had already done in my life.
p . 113
The Missing Piece - Finding God's Peace for Your Past
by Lee Ezell
About 2,000 years ago, Jesus was talking to his
disciples about quitting and staying. He was talking to
a group of agriculturally-orientated men, and so the
principle went like this :
"No man, having put his hand
to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of
God" ( Luke 9 : 6 2 ) .
A car or a plow . . . it matters not . Most men are
good at beginnings, but few are finishers.
Finish it!
( Always too Soon to Quit by Robert D. Foster)

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

-10-

v. 2

You shall do to Ai and its king as y ou did to
Jericho and its king , except that you may carry off
their plunder and livestock for y ourselves. Set
an ambush behind the city ."

The Lord says, "You shall do to Ai and its k ing as you
did to Jericho and its k i ng."
It's just like old times, buddy . We're putting the past
behind us and getting on with it--that is, the task of
possessing the land .
Fellowship has been restored so let's get goin'. We've
got a job to do.
Von'+- was l-c. vaJl-to..[,,,I p T1 Wie Cf e, tf 1.Y\4 o N +-y-a~/C' ~
Everything is going to be the same as far as the outcome
in Ai as the outcome in Jericho with one exception:

)

" e x cept that you may carry off their plunder and
livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the
city."
You can keep the plunder this time. One wonders how
different the outcome would have been if Achan could
only have waited.
The addi tional instructions are to "set an ambush behind
the city."

)

May the Holy Spirit write it with power on your hearts:
lost ground in Christian living is very hard to recover.
This is the essential background on which this
chapter is based. The people of God experienced at Ai
the difficulty of recovering lost ground, and what
happened immediately afterward was to be expected. No
sooner had they slipped up and been beaten, and
recovered ground, than there was written on their minds
the principles by which they might possess all that God
had for them in the land of Canaan. Here was the secret
of insuring that the same disaster might not happen again.
p. 125
Victorious Christian Living by Alan Redpath
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The Israelites were commanded to destroy Ai just as
they had destroyed Jericho; however, in this campaign
they were permitted to plunder the wealth of the city
for themselves. Israel had previously enjoyed the
spoils of war (Deut. 2:35; 3:7); now the Lord was giving
them the booty of Ai. The spoils of Jericho had not
been given to Israel because as the firstf r uits of the
land, Jericho wholly belonged to the Lord (see comments
on 6:16-19).
In contrast, Israel was able to receive
the fruits of war at Ai. Had Achan waited, he would
have enjoyed the material benefits in a correct manner!
p. 70
Joshua by Paul P. Enns

)

Another lesson that I see here is that there is biblical
support for the old saying, "If at first you don't
succeed, try, try again . " God is saying to His people,
"Head back to the battle field. Don't quit because
you've suffered a setback. Don't quit because you've
been wounded." Micah 7:8 says, "Rejoice not against me,
o mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise." Get back on
your feet spiritually. Get back on God's road for your
life. You may have fallen, but all is not lost. Listen
to God's instruction. He has a message for you. That
message is, "Arise and go! Do what I tell you to do";
whatever the past, get out of chapter 7 and get into
chapter 8. Press on in obedience to the call of God. ~6(
p. 85
This Land Is Your Land by Paul E. Toms

v. 3

So Joshua and the whole army moy ed out to attack
Ai. He chose thirty thousand of his best fi g ht i n g
men and sent them out at night

The result of the Lord's message to Joshua is one of
instant obedience .
" So Joshua and the whole army"-just like the Lord had said back in verse 1 to take the
whole army, Joshua does that. Joshua impresses us by
the fact that he marches to the beat of a different
drummer . He does what the Lord says, not the spies.

j
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Donald K. Campbell in his book No Time for Neutrality
says,
The strategy for the capture of Ai was ingenious .
God told Joshua to place an ambush behind the city.
The outworking of this plan involved three
contingents of soldiers. The first was a group of
valiant warriors who were sent by night to hide
just west of the city of Ai. Their assignment was
to rush into the city and burn it after its
defenders had deserted it to pursue Joshua and his
army. While the text indicates this unit numbered
thirty thousand, this seems an excessively large
number of men to hide near the city .
Since the
Hebrew word translated "thousand" may also be
rendered "chief or officer," it appears better to
view this as a choice group of thirty brave
officers chosen by Joshua for a daring
commando-type mission .
The second contingent was the main army which
came the fifteen miles from Gilgal early the next
morning and camped in plain view on the north side
of Ai, led by Joshua . This army was a diversionary
force to decoy the defenders of Ai out of the city.
The third contingent was another ambush unit
of five thousand men who were positioned between
Bethel and Ai to cut off the possibility of
reinforcements from Bethel to aid the men of Ai.

)

v. 4

wj t h

t he s e

ord er s ·

"L j sten carefully .

You are

to

set an ambush behind the city . Don't g o y ery far
from it. All of y ou be on the alert.
Now General Joshua is giving the strategic
He tells these hirty brave me~o be very
what he says.
"Listen carefully } You are
ambush behind t~1 y . Don't go very far
of you be on the alert . "

J

[ .

Set an ambush .

2.

Don't go very far from it.

3.

Be on the alert .

plan for war.
careful to do
to set an
from it .
All
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The best time to make military maneuvers like this is at
night, and Joshua is experienced and aware of this in
deploying his men in strategic locations for the
impending battle.

v. 5

I and all those with me will advance on the city ,
and when the men come out a g ainst us. as they
did before . we will flee from them .

Now Joshua continues with his instructions by speaking
of his part:
"I and all those with me wi ll adv ance on
t h e city ," and this advance will come from the north
side of the city .
"And when the men come out against us
(that is, the men of Ai), as they had done before, we
will flee from them" (even as we did before.)

v. 6

)

They will p ursue us until we have lured them away
from the city, for they will saa , 'They are
running awav from us as they d i
b e f ore. 1 So
when we flee from them,

J o shua and his men are to be like decoys of the real
primary action. They are going to be capitalizing on
what had happened in the previous battle by fooling the
men into chasing them just like they had done before.

v. 7

¥ 0 11 a re to ri
The T.q r d y rnir

s e pp from ambush and take the cit y .
God w j J J gj ye j t j nto y rnir h a nd.

You thirty men, when we get the force pulled out of the
city, you are to rise up from ambush and take the city.
The Lord your God will give i t into your hand.
It is yours for the taking, so go for it!

)
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v. 8

When y ou have taken the city , set it on fire.
what the Lord has conunanded. See to it; y ou
have my o r d ers "

~

Joshua speaks with a strong sense of responsibility and
urgency here and is v ery specific in his instructions
because of the problem prior disobedience with Achan .
These are the Lord's orders:
"See to it; you have my
orders." Joshua and the Lord are working together.

"' Dd) w- hd.~ +ht
-~

v. 9

)

lc,V'" J

h---.
a..s

Co \Ill\ VV'.. a."" d L.J.

'~ .

Then .Joshua sent t hem o ff and t hey wept to t he
place of ambush and lay in wait between Bethel and
Ai. to t h e west of Ai--but Joshua s p ent that ni g ht
wjth t he p e qp l e,
I

After Joshua has given them very careful instructions,
he sends them off. And they march by night to the west
side of Ai and have gotten deployed in their positions
in the place of ambush. And they laid there in wait
between Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai .
It is west
toward the Mediterranean Sea where they are deployed.
Joshua spent that night with the people .

v.10

~ arl y the next morning Joshua mustered his men,
and he and the leaders of Israel marched before
them to A j ,

Once again, Joshua gets going early . He called out the
men, and he and the leaders marched before them to Ai.

v.11

)

force that was with him marched u
a
cit and arrive in ront o
They set u p camp north of Ai, with the va
tweep t hem and the c i t y .

and
e-
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Joshua, coming from the southeast, moves up around to
the north of Ai toward the Sea of Galilee. And with the
valley between him and the residents of Ai, he set up a
temporary camp.
v .12

1Tosbua had taken about f i y e thousand men and set
t hem jn a mhqsh b e tween Bethel and AL to the west
of the c j t y .

This is now the third contingent of soldiers, and they
are placed strategically around on the west side of Ai
because they are wanting to be certain that Ai does not
get reinforcements and help from Bethel.

)

With the thirty men already in position when Joshua and
the main task force comes from the east, I believe the
five thousand split from the main force and went south
and back around west of Ai to cut off those
reinforcements from Bethel. And Joshua, along with the
main force, circled around to the north of Ai and there
was deployed for the program of luring the men of Ai
from the city.

v.13

They h a d t he soldi e rs take u p their p ositions-all those in the camp to the north of the city and
the ambush to the west of it. That ni g ht Joshua
went into the y alley .

Now everything is ready for the battle. Joshua just
moved some of his forces out of camp down into the
valley toward Ai as kind of an attention-getting move,
and certainly the king of Ai sees this.

v.14

)

Whe p t he k j n g q f Aj saw this, he and all the men
of the city hurried out early in the morning to
meet Israel in battle at a certain p lace overJ ookj n g t he Ar a h a h. But he did not know that an
amhp5b had beep set a g ainst him behind the city .

The king of Ai was not aware of the five thousand men,
nor of the thirty men who wer e so close to the city,
waiting for the signal to do their work.
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The king of Ai and all the men of the city hurried out
early in the morning to meet Israel in battle at a
certain place overlooking the Arabah . And then the text
tells us, by contrast, that he did not know that an
ambush had been set against him behind the city.

V .15

.Ja5h11a and a 11 Isra el let themselves be driyen
back before them. and they fled toward the desert.

They are fleeing now back to the east from the men of Ai
in order to entice them away from the security of the
city itself .

v.16

)

All the men of Ai were called to pursue them, and
they pursued Joshua and were lured away from the
city .

The military operation is working to a T. Joshua is
doing everything just exactly as the Lord had
instructed, and everything is falling into place, and
the game plan is a winner.

v.17

Not a man remained i n Ai or Bethel who did not go
a f te r Israel. They left the city O_J2_en a nd went in
nursuj t of Israel.

The writer makes it quite clear that all the men were
involved in this operation and not a single one stayed
in Ai or Bethel who did not go after Israel.
I think they are doubly vulnerable at this point because
of the prior victory and the published list of
thirty-six casualties from the last confrontation. They
are all anticipating an easy victory, and so each man
wants to have a part in the glory of that.

)
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v. 18

Then the

r.o rd sajd to Joshua, "Hold out toward

©

Jeni.ja;
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Ai the javelin that is in y our hand, for into y our
hand I wjll del j y er the city ." So Joshua held out
his j a y elin toward Ai.

At t his point in the plan , the Lord has further
@ p/t'sh
___. - 7~~
i n structions for Joshua. He tells him to hold out
toward Ai the javelin that is in his hand, and then He
Oev11- <(
tells him why:
"For into your hand I will deliver the
city."

®

Ga./.~ :

Back in verse 1 the Lord said, "I hav e deliv ered into
your hand the king of Ai, h i s peop~his city, and h is
land . "

D . ? ;
f..b"wt.

.-G-r-~ed

And now the Lord tells him what is going to happen in
honor of that promise:
"For i nto your hand I will
deliv er the city."
The result:

)

"So Joshua held out his javelin toward Ai . "

What is the lesson we can learn from this part of
Joshua? The people of Ai were convinced they were right;
they were enthusiastic; they were full of zeal; they
were willing to give themselves in devotion. But we
need light to guide us in the truth and the people of Ai
did not have that light. Truth, not majority is the
guideline for our lives.
It may be that sometimes we
stand in left field by ourselves. But that is a safe
place to be if it is on the solid ground of truth. Now
in further review of this ambush you will see that Joshua
holds out his spear (see v. 18). Perhaps this had a
symbolic meaning.
It may have been a picture of
supplication. It may have been a picture of prayer. As
he holds out his spear the battle progresses.
~his must have been a great reminder to Joshua o f
something that had happened 40 years before this at a
town called Rephidim. This time Joshua was on the field
of battle and Moses was watching. At Rephidim, Moses
had held up his hands, and as long as his hands were up
the battle progressed. When they got tired and fell
down, the battle went against Israel. Aaron and Hur
finally had to hold his hands up so that Israel could
win the battle (see Exod. 17:11,12) . Now forty years
later Joshua is in a similar situation. He finds that
so long as he holds out his spear, Israel prospers in
the battle.
..-.--l0
pp. 88-89
e~
This Land Is Your Land by Paul E. Toms

h

v.19

A s soon as he did this. the men in the ambush
rose quickly from their position and rushed
forward .
They entered the city and cap tured it
and g p j c kl ¥ s e t j t on fire .

The commando force of thirty men see the javelin raised,
and in response quickly arise from ambush and go into
the city; capture it and quickly set it on fire, even as
they have been carefully instructed .

v.20

Th e men of Ai looked back and saw the smoke of the
city rising a g ainst the sky . but they had no chance
to escape in any direction . for the Israelites who
had been fleeing toward the desert had turnes:Lb,ack
against their p ursuers.

Then the men of Ai looked back and saw the smoke of the
city rising against the sky.

)

What a sobering surprise! They knew at this moment they
had been fooled, and they were defeated.
Genesis 19 : 26
But his wife from behind him looked back, and
she became a pillar of salt.
But they had no chance to escape in any direction, and
the reason being:
"The Israelites who had been fleeing
toward the desert had turned back against their
pursuers."

v. 21

)

For when Joshua and all Israel saw that the
ambush had taken the city and that smoke was going
up from the city , they turned around and attacked
the men q f Aj .
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The smoke rising from the city was also a signal to
Joshua that it was time to turn around and to start the
conflict by fighting the men of Ai .

v . 22

The men of the ambush also came out of the city
ag ainst them, so that they were caught in the
middle, with Israelites on both sides. Israel cut
them down, leaving them neither survivors nor
f11 g j t j ves
0

All the men of Ai were caught in this gigantic sandwich,
and as a result of having been caught in the middle,
they were cut down and there were no survivors nor
fugi t ives.

v.23

But th ey took the king of Ai alive and brought
to Joshua.

hjm

)

v.24

When Israel had finished killing all the men of
Ai in the fields and in the desert where they had
chased them, and when every one of them had been
put to the sword. all the Israelites returned to
Ai and killed those who were in it.

v.25

Iwelye thousand men and women fell that day --all
the peop le of Ai .

v. 26

For .Joshua did not draw back the hand that held
out his j a yelin until he had destroy ed all who
J j yed j p Aj .

Joshua was faithful to do exactly what the Lord had
commanded him to do, and he stayed with it until the
task was complete.

v . 27

)

But Israel did carry off for themselves the
l j yestock and p lunder of this citx, as the Lord
had jpstructed Joshua.
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Once again we see that the people are obedient as the
Lord had instructed Joshua, the people did carry off the
plunder from the city this time, which they were unable
to do at Jericho .
j f orvlr ,q ,~,;,., &;u/,J ft~ ua,J~J !

v.28
v.29

0

~a r ~~~
h~;~~~ a ~ie ~nd
maQe it a oe;manent(beap
:
a
_ lace to this da......!..

Ee hun '1 t he king of Ai on a tree and left him
t here until e yening . At sunset, Joshua ordered
them to take bjs body from the tree and throw it
down at the entrance of the city gate. And they
raised a large p ile of rocks over it, which remains
to thj s day .

It almost looks like the similar scene that we saw in
chap . 7 as the children of Israel set everything that
belonged to Achan on fire and then put a large pile of
rocks over him.

)

The story of Ai ends with the report of the
erection of two monuments which recall the event until
this day (for this expression see commentary on 4:9).
The first monument is the ruin heap of Ai itself, the
other is the pile of stones over the dead body of the
city's king (v. 29). God's past acts of deliverance for
Israel and of judgment on those who disobey him, be they
Israelite (Achan) or non-Israelite, could thus be
recalled by generations to come.
p. 142
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra
Thus Israel, restored to God's favor, won a great
victory. After failure there was a second chance. We
too should remember that one defeat or failure does not
signal the end of usefulness for God . He is ready to
forgive us, restore us, and use us.
p. 70

No Time for Neutrality by Donald K. Campbell

J
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Ihen Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the
Lord. the God of Israel,

Here we have WORSHIP THAT FOLLOWS WAR this time. Joshua
wants to be sure that he is in right relationship with
the Lord, and they will not have another experience of
defeat following this conflict.
Ebal is about twenty miles straight north from Ai.
of these mountains are located close to Shechem.

)

)

Both

We are taught by this gathering that a pause must
be often put on the activities of life, that we may
consider the claims of God, and repeat our adhesion to
His holy law. Let us go further, and ask that, as the
law was written of old on those mighty stones, so it may
be engraven on the tablets of our hearts, freely yielded
to the hand of God. Thus, though the law cannot be the
means of our justification, it may become the rule of
our conscience. And as we live in the power of the Holy
Ghost , we shall find ourselves increasingly moulded to
its lofty ideal (Heb . 8:10) .
"Christ has redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us"
(Gal. 3: 13) .
p. 21
Choice Notes on Joshua - 2 Kings by F. B. Meyer
The story of the building of an altar on Mount Ebal and
of the solemn reading of the blessings and curses of the
covenant at that site is strategically important for
understanding the message of the book of Joshua . No
sooner has the significant victory at Ai been won, so
the narrator means to suggest, than the claims of the
covenant Lord of Israel have to be published abroad.
The story of the erection of the altar, the setting up
of the stones inscribed with Moses' law, the reading of
blessing and curse to which the people respond by a
solemn "Amen" (see Deut. 27 ; 11-26J , all shed significant
light upon the message of Joshua. In unmistakably clear
symbolism the reader is told that the right of
possessing the promised land is tied to the proclamation
of, and subjection to, God's covenant claims upon his
people (and upon the world) . Whatev er questions the
enterpreter may face in reading these many stirring
words, this basic lesson should not be lost.
p. 144
The New International Commentary on the Old Testament
The Book of Joshua by M. H. Woudstra
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v.30

One is reminded on this occasion of Saul's first victory
against the Ammonites and what was done on that
occasion:
1 Samuel 11 : 14,15
Then Samuel said to the people, "Come and let us O\o
to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there . " So all t Jje
people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul
king before the Lord in Gilgal. There they also
offered sacrifices of peace offerings before the
Lord; and there Saul and all the men of Israel
rejoiced greatly.

v . 31

)

as Mases t he s erv ant of the Lord had cpmroanded
the Israelites. He built it acceding to what is
written in the Book of the Law of Moses--an altar
of uncut stones. on which no iron tool had been
used. On it they offered to the Lord burnt
offering s and sacrificed fellowship offerings.

Joshua is very careful to follow the instructions
written in the Book of the Law with regard to the
building of this altar, and on the altar they offered
the burnt offerings for sin and they sacrificed the
fellowship offerings, emphasizing the relationship.
Joshua wanted to cover all the bases this time and so
offers both offerings. The sin offering for those who
might have sinned in the conflict and fellowship
offerings for those who are rejoicing in the victory.

v.32

There in the p resence of the Israelites, Joshua
copied o n s tones t he law of Moses. which h e h ad
l:lri tt en

After the altar has been built and the sacrifices made,
then Joshua in the presence of the Israelites copies on
the stones the law of Moses, which he had written.
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v.33

All Israel , aliens and citizens aljke, wjth their
elders. o ff i c ials and judges. were stand j ng on h at h
sides of the ark of the covenant of the Lord.._
facing those who carried it--the p riests, who wer_e
Levites. Half of the p eop le stood in front of
Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount
Ebal, as Moses the sery ant of the Lord had
formerly commanded when he gay e instruct j ons to
bless t h e peo p l e q f Israel.

Mount Gerizim is to the south and Mount Ebal to the
north.
It is at Mount Gerizim that the Samaritans
during the time of Christ have established their place
of rival worship near to the city of Samaria .
John 4:20
Our fathers worshipped in this mountain, and you
people say that in Jerusalem is the place where
men ought to worship.

)

This great company of Israelites stood with the ark of
the covenant in the center, some in front of Mount
Gerizim and the other half in front of Mount Ebal. And
our text tells us this is in accordance with the
commands of Moses when he gave instructions to bless the
people of Israel.

v.34

.Afterward. Joshua read all the words of the law-the blessings and the curses--just as it is written
in the Book of the Law.

Joshua then reads all the words of the law--the
blessings and the curses--just as it had been written in
the Book of the Law.
How interesting this is that after this successful
campaign , Joshua's focus is upon the Word .

_)
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Joshua 1:7,8
Only be strong and very courageous, to be careful
to do according to all the law which Moses My
servant conunanded you ; do not turn from i t to the
right or to the left , so that you may have success
wherever you go . This book of the law shall not
depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on
i t day and night, so that you may be careful to do
according to all that is written in it; for then
you will make your way prosperous, and then you
will have success.

v.35

The r e was not a word q t
commapded t ha t .195 h 11a di

all that Moses

ha~

d not read to t he whol e

assembly of Israel. including the women and
children. and the aliens who lived among them.

)

The emphasis again is upon the fact that Joshua reads
every word of what Moses had conunanded to the whole
assembly, and this assembly included the women and
children, as well as all of the military men and the
aliens who lived among them.
One is reminded in this scene of Hebrews 12:11
No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but
painful .
Later on, however, i t produces a harvest
of righteousness and peace for those who have been
trained by it.

-
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RECITING THE LAW AT SHECHEM (8:30-35). After taking Ai,
Joshua led the twelve tribes 20 miles north to Shechem
to recite the Law between two mountains. Six tribes
stood on Mount Gerizim and six on Mount Ebal, antiphonally
repeating "amens" to the pronounced blessings and curses .
Strangely, the six responding to the curses were the
children of Jacob's handmaids (tribes of Gad, Asher,
Dan, and Naphtali), plus the tribes of Reuben and Zebulun,
the first and last sons of Leah.
This meeting at Shechem was significant for several
reasons. It was a e t m that Abram first received
the covenant (Gen.
2:6-7 . It was here also that Jacob
first came in retur ·
rom Haran, purchasing the
ground later given to Joseph (John 4:5). The purpose of
this pilgrimage of Joshua and Israel to Shechem was to
remind them of God's promise to Abraham and of His Law
to Moses. The blessings of Abraham would continue with
them if they were careful to keep the Law of Moses.
pp . 62-63
Knowing God's Word by Stanley A. Ellisen

)

)

The third act of worship was the pronouncement of
the cursings and blessings on the two mountains. Israel
had previously been commanded to gather six tribes
(Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Jose
njamin) on
Mount Gerizim to bless the people
eut . 27:12 . The
blessings that were conditioned on o
ce are
enumerated in Deuteronomy 28:1-14. The other six tribes
(Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan and Naphta ·
to
stand on Mount Ebal and utter the curses
eut. 27:13
The curses--which would be the Lord's chas::rT·~..,.,.,..,.......t--"1n'T'\i
His people because of their disobedience--are cited in
detail in Deuteronomy 27:15-26 and 28:15-68. The
conditional nature of the covenant is seen in the
stipulations and promises : "If you fully obey the Lord
your God . . .. All these blessings will come upon you"
(Deut. 28:1-2). "If you do not obey the Lord your God ...
all these curses will come upon you and overtake you"
(Deut. 28:15).
p. 75
Joshua by Paul P. Enns
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this
particular study?
i LESSON #1 : The Lord graciously comes and ministers to
our needs in a time of uncertainty.

~ESSON

#2: Following the discipline God is always ready
to get on with the program.

ll'LESSON #3: The Lord's instructions are different each
time so that we remai n dependent .

.i)'LESSON #4: Joshua and the Lord are working together
in this victory.

)
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LESSON #5:

God blesses the plan with success.

LESSON #6:

WORSHIP FOLLOWS WAR on this occasion.

LESSON #7: Joshua is sensitive to come back to the
Lord after the victory has been granted .

LESSON #8:

The focus is on the Word of God again .

LESSON #9: The discipline has yielded the peaceful
fruit of righteousness .

)
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.
h" h every man here should lose
There is one ques~ion w i.e.
if it be not answered
no time whatever in answering~
.
Who for love
yet: What is rny_ac~ua~ ~~;a~~~~ ~~o~~~' and born of the
of me, was conceive ot Redeemer and my future Judge?
Virgin Mary; my presen
by a.'P. Liddon
p. 58
th Bi"rth of Christ, Compiled by
Great sermons on
e
Wilbur M. Smith

November 19
"Thou, who ha.tt s11owea tt.t ?na11v a.n d sore trouble&,
'IDilt quicken u.s again." (Psalm 71: 20, R. V.)

OD shows us the troubles. Sometimes, as this part
of our education is being carried forward, we have to
descend into "the lower parts of the earth," pass
through subterranean passages, lie buried amongst the
dead, but never for a moment is the cord of fellowship and union between God and us strained to breaking; and from the depths God will bring us again.
Never doubt God! Never say that He has forsaken
or forgotten. Never think that He is unsympathetic. He will
quicken again. There is always a smooth piece in every skein,
however tangled. The longest day at last rings out the evensong. The winter snow lies long, but it goes at last.
Be steadfast; your labor is not in vain. God turns again,
and comforts. And when He does, the heart which had forgotten its Psalmody breaks out in jubilant song, as does the
Psalmist: "I will thank thee, I will harp unto thee, my lips
shall sing aloud."-Selected.

I
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"Thpugh the rain may fall and the wind be blowing,
And -;old and chill is the wintry blast;
Though the cloudy sky is still cloudier growing,
And the dead leaves tell that the summer has passed;
My face I hold to the stormy heaven,
My heart is as calm as the summer sea,
Glad to receive what my God has given,
Whate'er it be.
When I feel the cold, I can say, 'He sends it,'
And His winds blow blessing, I surely know;
For I've never a want but that He attends it;
And my heart beats warm, though the winds may blow."
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