
C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

What You Need to Know About 

ESTHER 

SESSION #2: Esther 2:1-23 

TEXT: 

v. 1 Later when the anger of King Xerxes had subsided, he remembered Vashti 
and what she had done and what he had decreed about her. 
v. 2 Then the king's personal attendants proposed, "Let a search be made for 
beautiful young virgins for the king. 
v. 3 Let the king appoint commissioners in every province of his realm to bring 
all these beautiful girls into the harem at the citadel of Susa. Let them be 
placed under the care of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who is in charge of the 
women; and let beauty treatments be given to them. 
v. 4 Then let the girl who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti." This 
advice appealed to the king, and he followed it. 
v. 5 Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named 
Mordecai son of J air, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, 
v. 6 who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, among those taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah. 
v. 7 Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because 
she had neither father nor mother. This girl, who was also known as Esther, 
was lovely in form and features, and Mordecai had taken her as his own 
daughter when her father and mother died. 
v. 8 When the king's order and edict had been proclaimed, many girls were 
brought to the citadel of Susa and put under the care of Hegai. Esther also 
was taken to the king's palace and entrusted to Hegai, who had charge of the 
harem. 
v. 9 The girl pleased him and won his favor. Immediately he provided her with 
her beauty treatments and special food. He assigned to her seven maids 
selected from the king's palace and moved her and her maids into the best 
place in the harem. 
v. 10 Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because 
Mordecai had forbidden her to do so. 
v. 11 Every day he walked back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to 
find out how Esther was and what was happening to her. 
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v. 12 Before a girl's turn came to go in to King Xerxes, she had to complete 
twelve months of beauty treatments prescribed for the women, six months with 
oil of myrrh and six with perfumes and cosmetics. 
v. 13 And this is how she would go to the king: Anything she wanted was given 
her to take with her from the harem to the king's palace. 
v. 14 In the evening she would go there and in the morning return to another 
part of the harem to the care of Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch who was in 
charge of the concubines. She would not return to the king unless he was 
pleased with her and summoned her by name. 
v. 15 When the turn came for Esther (the girl Mordecai had adopted, the 
daughter of his uncle Abihail) to go to the king, she asked for nothing other 
than what Hegai, the king's eunuch who was in charge of the harem, 
suggested. And Esther won the favor of everyone who saw her. 
v. 16 She was taken to King Xerxes in the royal residence in the tenth month, 
the month of Te beth, in the seventh year of his reign. 
v. 17 Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other 
women, and she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. 
So he set a royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 
v. 18 And the king gave a great banquet, Esther's banquet, for all his nobles 
and officials. He proclaimed a holiday throughout the provinces and 
distributed gifts with royal liberality. 
v. 19 When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai was sitting at 
the king's gate. 
v. 20 But Esther had kept secret her family background and nationality just as 
Mordecai had told her to do, for she continued to follow Mordecai's instructions 
as she had done when he was bringing her up. 
v. 21 During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate, Bigthana and 
Teresh, two of the king's officers who guarded the doorway, became angry and 
conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 
v. 22 But Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in 
turn reported it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai. 
v. 23 And when the report was investigated and found to be true, the two 
officials were hanged on a gallows. All this was recorded in the book of the 
annals in the presence of the king. 

E ... ther/J ..l'Ct11n ~Ot('8/8t udy#:.! E«t lwr 2: 1-23 d<tc 
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INTRODUCTION: 

If lf got dark a11y earlier, 
we WtJu/tf 11 't have to get up 
ata/I. 

How do we know global 
warming i.rn ~t jurt 

Mo#Jer Nature 
having a hot fia~h? 

! 
1 

I 

They holf/ election£ in 
Nove1t1ber becaus-e ifs- f/1e 
hed time 'for 
picklng out 
Q turkey. 
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Goin' After One 

Drinkin' coffee from a tin cup on a gray December morning, 
the cowboy in the line shack heard the radio give warning. 
The announcer said a norther would soon begin to blow. 
He claimed it'd drop near zero with high winds and heavy snow. 

The cowboy looked out the window to the sky up in the north. 
The wind was pickin' up ; dark blue clouds were comin' forth. 
He was thinkin' of the cows, with fall calves out on the flat. 
Should he bring 'em to the timber trap, or leave 'em where they're at? 

He put on all his winter gear, stepped out in the mornin' air. 
"It won't take long to bring 'em in; there's only fifty pair." 
The grass range held spring calvers; they'd shipped calves in November. 
Just fifty calves left on the [whole dang] place, the best he could remember. 

That fifty pair was on the flat, grazin' winter wheat. 
Wasn't any kind of windbreak to which they could retreat. 
The dry cows on the big grass was bound to be okay. 
[So] He'd bring the pairs to the timber trap and load 'em up on hay. 

The cowboy grabbed his bridle and went to catch ol' Roaney. 
"It's days like this you appreciate a sure-nuff gentle pony." 
He saddled up, untracked his mount, and slipped up in the saddle. 
Roaney and the cowboy went out to gather cattle. 

The wind was really howlin' when they got up to the flat . 
The fleece-lined hood that warmed his ears sure beat a cowboy hat. 
When they got in sight of cattle, they felt the sting of snow. 
Roaney didn't like the headwind; he was movin' pretty slow. 

They made a little circle, took a rough cow count. 
The cowboy was gettin' chilly, to say nothing of his mount. 
Cow countin' wasn't easy, but they appeared to be all there. 
Roaney and the cowboy started drivin' fifty pair. 

Drivin' cows with calves in headwind is never very easy, 
and snow and short wheat pasture make the footin' kinda greasy. 
The snow was gettin' blinding; they were all as cold as sin. 
But, Roaney and the cowboy finally got the cattle in. 

F,,.;thpr/Lt>cture NotP,.../Stu<ly:#:2 - E"tlH't· :2: 1-:23.doc· 
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The cows settled in the timber trap; the snow was really fallin'. 
But, one cow didn't settle; she was pacin' and a bawlin'. 
The cowboy gave a shiver, and ol' Roaney gave a snort. 
They didn't like the looks of things; they might be one calf short. 

"Maybe they ain't yet mothered up. Maybe her calf is dead." 
The cowboy led ol' Roaney to the comfort of the shed. 
"Ninty-nine and a hundred are purty close the same." 
The cowboy went to the line shack to thaw his frozen frame. 

"I still got hay to feed, an' I'm dang near froze in half." 
But, the cowboy kept a wonderin' why she hadn't found her calf. 
He swallered down some coffee, got on all his clothes. 
The snow had started driftin'; it was stackin' up in rows. 

That ol' cow was still a bawlin'; her bag was getting' tight. 
"I better go find that sucker, or I'll be runnin' outa light." 
Roaney and the cowboy headed back out to the flats. 
That norther was really howlin'. It was snowin' dogs and cats. 

The mercury was in a free-fall. The sky was darkest gray. 
The cowboy wanted supper, and Roaney wanted hay. 
After 'least two hours of ridin', they crossed a little draw. 
Then, the calf that they were lookin' for is just what they then saw. 

He was layin' in a huddle, shiverin' in the cold, 
a scrawny little sorry thing, not more'n five days old. 
"After all this frigid ridin' in the storm that I've been bravin', 
I find a calf so sorry that he hardly ain't worth savin'." 

He grabbed the shiverin' baby, throwed him up on Roaney. 
They headed for the line camp, cowboy, calf and pony. 
When they finally made it, in a state of shock and trauma, 
the cowboy took the little calf and gave him to his mama. 

The little feller was sure hungry. He found his mama's bag. 
Then, he went to suckin', and his tail began to wag. 
Just barely worth his savin', crooked legs and scrawny rear, 
but, down the cowboy's frozen cheek, there slipped a freezin' tear. 

It was nearly midnight 'fore he got the stock all fed 
and cooked and ate his supper and laid his frame to bed. 
But, the cowboy thanked the Good Lord that the little calf got found, 
and he wasn't layin' dead out there on that frozen snowy ground. 

E~ther/Lecturi> ::\ote~ 18tudv#2 I·:~thl r 2 1-:.!3 doc 
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Long ago, a shepherd hunted hills and rocky ground, 
and he didn't rest or take his ease 'til one lost lamb got found. 
He left the ninety-nine, which were safe back in the fold, 
and there's a reason for this story that once the Savior told. 

We can be as foolish as a sheep and lost in our own sin, 
but there's always One who loves us and wants to bring us in. 
The Good Shepherd seeks the lost ones from the cradle to the grave 
and there's no one that's too lowly for Jesus Christ to save. 

Luke 15:1-7 
(Disc 1, Track 16) 

Estherll R< l\ll'l Notps/Studv#~ Esthe>r 2: 1 23.clor 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

Tan Shoes and Pink Shoelaces 
Dodie Stevens 

7 

Now I've got a guy and his name is Dooley 
He's my guy and I love him truly 
He's not good lookin', heaven knows 
But I'm wild about his crazy clothes 

He wears tan shoes with pink shoelaces 
A polka dot vest and man, oh, man 
Tan shoes with pink shoelaces 
And a big Panama with a purple hat band 

ooh-ooh, ooh, ooh 
ooh-ooh, ooh, ooh 

He takes me deep-sea fishing in a submarine 
We go to drive-in movies in a limousine 
He's got a whirly-birdy and a 12-foot yacht 
Ah, but that's-a not all he's got 

He's got tan shoes with pink shoelaces 
A polka dot vest and man, oh, man 
Tan shoes with pink shoelaces 
And a big Panama with a purple hat band 

Now Dooley had a feelin' we were goin' to war 
So he went out and enlisted in a fightin' corps 
But he landed in the brig for raisin' such a storm 
When they tried to put 'em in a uniform 

He wanted tan shoes with pink shoelaces 
A polka dot vest and man, oh, man 
He wanted tan shoes with pink shoelaces 
And a big Panama with a purple hat band 

ooh-ooh, ooh, ooh 
ooh-ooh, ooh, ooh 

Now one day Dooley started feelin' sick 
And he decided that he better make his will out quick 
He said "Just before the angels come to carry me 
I want it down in writin' how to bury me." 

Est he-r/Lect ur1• :.Jott·~/8tudv#2 - l~sther 2.1-2.i cfoc 
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A'wearin tan shoes with pink shoelaces 
A polka dot vest and man, oh, man 
Give me tan shoes with pink shoelaces 
And a big Panama with a purple hat band 

ooh-ooh, ooh, ooh 
ooh-ooh, ooh, ooh 
ooh-ooh, ooh, ooh 

And a big Panama with a purple hat band!! 

~Dad wanted to ohare oomething from his heart. This is what he wrote 
on the card, and, when he ha ditto me, he gave a little wink of 
encouragement and said, "John y, follow this and you'd do all right": 

1. Be true to yourself. 

2. Help others. 

3. Make each day your masterpiece. 

4. Drink deeply from good books, espe ·ally the Good Book. 

5. Make friendship a fine art. 

6. Build a shelter for a rainy day. 

7. Pray for guidance, and count and give th ks for your blessings each day. 

Those seven suggestions deeply influen my behavior as the years 
went by. In fact, soon enough I was estions." For many 
decades I have referred to them a "Dad's Seven-Point Creed.'' 
p. 13 

Est her Le('t urP Noti>s/Stuclv#2 l~sthPr 2.1-2.{.d(Jc 
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fl'he Road of Life 

At first, I saw God as my observer, my judge, 
Keeping track of the things I did wrong, 
So as to know whether I merited heaven or hell when I die. 
He was out there sort of like a president. 
I recognized His picture when I saw it, 
But I really didn't know Him. 

But later on when I met Christ, 
It seemed as though life was rather like a bike ride, 
But it was a tandem bike, 
And I noticed that He was in the back helping me pedal. 

I don't know just when it was 
That He suggested we change places, 
But we did and life has not been the same since! 

When I had control, I knew the way. 
It was rather boring, but predictable ... 
It was the shortest distance between two points. 

But when He took the lead, 
He knew delightful long cuts, 
Up mountains, 
And through rocky places at breakneck speeds. 
It was all I could do to hang on! 
Even though it looked like madness, He said, "Pedal!" 

I worried and was anxious and asked, 
"Where are you taking me?" 
He laughed and didn't answer. 
And I started to learn to trust. 

I forgot my boring life and entered into the adventure! 
And when I'd say, "I'm scared," 
He'd lean back and touch my hand. 

He took me to people with gifts that I needed, 
Gifts of healing, acceptance and joy. 
They gave me gifts to take on my journey, 
My Lord's and mine. 

And we were off again. 
He said, "Give the gifts away; 

Est her/Lectun• NotP.'iiStuuv#:! - E;;t lwr ~: 1-2:1 doc 
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They're extra baggage, too much weight." 
So I did, to the people we met, 
And I found that in giving I received. 
And still our burden was light. 

I did not trust Him, at first, 
In control of my life. 
I thought He'd wreck it; 
But He knows bike secrets, 
Knows how to make it bend to take sharp corners, 
Knows how to jump to clear high rocks, 
Knows how to fly to shorten scary passages. 

And I am learning to shut up and pedal in the strangest places, 
And I'm beginning to enjoy the view, 
And the cool breeze on my face, 
With my delightful constant companion, Jesus Christ. 

And when I'm sure I just can't do anymore, 
He just smiles and says ... "Pedal." 

fo:..,t her/Leet urc> NotestStudy#:! - ~~;;ther 2 1 2.i.<loc 
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DESERT PETE 

In the 1960s, the Kingston Trio released a song called "Desert Pete." The 
ballad tells of a thirsty cowboy who is crossing the desert and finds a h and 
pump. Next to it, Desert Pete has left a note urging the reader not to drink 
from the jar hidden there but to use its contents to prime the pump. 

The cowboy resists the temptation to dTink and uses the water as the 
note instructs. In reward for his obedience, he receives an abundance of cold, 
satisfying water. Had he not acted in faith, he would have had only a jar of 
unsatisfying, warm water to drink. 

This reminds me of Israel's journey through the wilderness. When their 
thirst became overwhelming (Ex. 17: 1-7), Moses sought the Lord. He was told 
to strike the rock of Horeb with his staff. Moses believed and obeyed, and 
water gushed from the stone. 

Sadly, Israel would not consistently follow Moses' example of faith. 
Ultimately, "the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed 
with faith" (Heb. 4:2). 

Sometimes life can seem like an arid desert. But God can quench our 
spiritua l thirst in the most unlikely circumstances. When by faith we believe 
the promises of God's Word, we can experience rivers of living water and grace 
for our daily needs. - Dennis Fisher 

Drink deep of God's goodness, His faithfulness too, 
Leave no room for doubting and fear; 

His Word is the water of life pure and true, 
R efreshing and cooling and clear. - Hess 

Only Jesus, the Living Water, 
can satisfy our thirst for God. 

Esther Le<turl' ~O!P..., Studv#2 EsthPr 2:1·2S doc 
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E. V. Hill was a gifted preacher of the Gospel. An African-American who 
was literally born in a log cabin, he started a church in the middle of the 
explosive Watts district of Los Angles, and all his life he made a difference. 

I'll never forget the day I heard him deliver a sermon at a conference at 
the Moody Bible Institute. The title was "What Do You Have if You Have 
Jesus?" Every one of his twelve sermon points came to life in the power of 
illustrations I could still produce from memory today. He held us spellbound. 

As the pastor explained a particular point about blessings, he reached 
over to a little table stacked with award books to be handed out later. Dr. Hill 
was explaining that sometimes Jesus just reaches down to someone and 
blesses him for no reason at all. 

The Lord says, "Here-take that!" And as Dr. Hill said those words, he 
grabbed a book from the stack and threw it out into the audience. Then he 
said, "Or you-take that!" And he tossed out another volume. 

At the bottom of the stack there happened to be a very fine Ryrie Study 
Bible. Dr. George Sweeting, then president of Moody, sprinted forward and 
rescued the Ryrie Bible before it could become the next blessing. 

Twelve memorable points. 
The next year, Dr. Hill returned to speak at the same conference. The 

very first words he said were, "Number thirteen!" 
He was still preaching that same sermon. 

pp.81-82 

Esther/Lertun• ~ote,,/Study#2 l'.stlwr 2:1-23.doL· 
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My heart rejoices in You, Lord, for the ama=ing privilege of 
being chosen by Yon in eternity past and being called by You 

with a holy calling. How wonderful to hnow that I never 
need to fear that You will reject me. 

I celebrate the fact that I've been called according to Your pwpose, and 
that Your purpose includes both intimate relationship with You 
and effective service for You. I'm part of Your chosen fmnily-

p.71 

set apart to be Your treasured possession! 

And thank You for mal?ing Your son my 
Good Shepherd who calls nie by name. 

A nd Lord, I count on Yon to guide and empo1.oer 
me to lead a life worthy of my holy calling. 

Thanli You again that I'm a chosen one-called to love and obey the 
King of !lings and Lord of lords, the Supreme 'Ruler of all things. 

Esther elevated to queen (2: 1-20) 

Esther, a Jewess, was placed in a position in which she could help the 
nation Israel. Her being elevated to queen happened even before Israel needed 
help. The original readers would realize that this was another instance of God 
protecting His covenant people. 

Ei;;ther IR<turP ~ote ... Studdt:! Esthn 2·1 2::1.doc 
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The first chapter/scene closes with a sense of comedy, as well as an 
alarming revelation of fragile emotions at the highest levels of decision 
making. The Persian court is not a safe place. It is a place of power and 
intrigue (as is clear also in 2:19-23); a place with unstable relationships and 
fragile egos; a place with unresolved crisis. Vashti must be replaced by a 
"better" queen--0ne who must prove herself as beautiful, but more diplomatic, 
in this vortex of circumstances and emotions. 
p.204 

According to history, the four-year gap between chapters 1 and 2 
correlates with the period of the Persians' Greek campaign. King Ahasuerus 
(also known as King Xerxes) assembled probably the largest military force ever 
seen, including a large navy. He made a mistake by not< sending his troops by 
sea. Instead he had his men build a bridge at the Hellespont (a one-mile-wide 
strait between the Aegean Sea and the Sea of Marmara, which separates Asia 
Minor and Thrace in modern-day Turkey) . . . . It was this delay which gave 
Sparta time to assemble 30 city-states to help resist the Persians. The army of 
Ahasuerus barely defeated Sparta at the Battle of Thermopylae and then 
moved to Athens, where they ravaged and burned part of the city. However, 
they were then lured to the sea, where they were defeated at Salamis. King 
Ahasuerus watched the destruction of his navy from a high mountain, went 
home to Susa defeated, and chose his queen. 
p. 114 

That word "providence" comes from the Latin provideo, which means 
that I see a thing beforehand (pro= before; video= I see); so that the root 
meaning of providence is foresight. Inasmuch, however, as foresight always 
occasions activity in relation to that which is foreseen, providence comes to 
have the acquired meaning of activity arising from foresight. Strictly speaking, 
there is only One who has foresight, and He alone, therefore, is able to act on 
the basis of foreknowledge. Providence, then, in its one absolute sense, is the 
Divine foreknowledge and the Divine activity which arises therefrom; and such 
providence implies that God wields absolute power over all the works of His 
hands. 
pp. 259-60 

Est her/Len ure Note,.,/Study#2 - f:st her 2: 1-2a.rlrw 
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Oh, this wonderful fore-planning of providence! It is here brought 
vividly out to view so that through our seeing it thus clearly demonstrated in 
this one notable episode we may believe in the fact of its operation through all 
the vicissitudes of our life, and through all the history of the human race, and 
especially in those trying times when rampant evil seems to have snatched the 
reins of government from higher control. 
p. 265 

-
In both content and form this, the second scene of the exposition, divides 

into three episodes. As regards content, they are distinguished as separate 
stages by both chronology and plot development (cf. Murphy, Wisdom, 159-60). 
The first episode, vv. 1-4, relates the king's decision to replace Vashti and how 
he will do so. The second episode, vv 5-11, chronologically later, relates the 
circumstances of Esther's arrival in the king's harem. Therefore, the narrator 
must begin the episode by introducing Esther, which necessarily entails 
introducing Mordecai and describing his relationship to her. The third episode 
then relates the events and circumstances of Esther's choice as the queen who 
will replace Vashti. 
p.359 

VASHTI REFUSED TO come to king Xerxes in the third year of his reign, 483 B.C. 

Esther was made queen in the seventh year of his reign, 479 B.C. (2:16-17). 
During the intervening years Xerxes was off fighting a disastrous war with 
Greece. His humiliating defeat depleted the treasuries of the Persian empire 
and discredited him in the eyes of his subjects. Shortly after his return from 
Greece, Esther was chosen as his new consort. Herodotus describes the king's 
life after his military defeat as one of sensual overindulgence.1 He dallied with 
the wives of some of his officers, sowing an anger that led to his assassination 
in his bedroom in 465 B.C. 

1. LCL: Herodotus 9. 109-13. 
p.94 
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This herding of virgins offends our modern sensibilities, and feminist critics 
especially see it as a demeaning and sexist affront to women that the biblical 
author should have denounced. However, Herodotus also reports that five 
hundred young boys were gathered each year and castrated to serve as 
eunuchs in the Persian court.4 One might argue that the young women 
actually got the better deal. The gathering of the virgins, whether consensual 
or not, is not sexism. It is a brutal act typical of how power was used in the 
Persian court. Everyone, whether male or female , was at the disposal of the 
king's personal whims. 

4. LCL: Herodotus 3.92. 
p.95 

Though God is never mentioned in the Book of Esth~r, the accumulated 
"consequences" speak of the providential hand of God on hi~ people and at work 
in the world. Xerxes's deposal of Vashti set in motion a series of events that 
eventually led to Esther's ascension as queen of Persia. 

p.294 
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God is economical. He doesn't waste training or experience. He knows what 
we are doing, what we are learning, and how he is going to use all of that five, 
ten, twenty years from now. 

It's easy to be disappointed when we have prepared for "the plan of God 
for my life," only to have the door shut in our faces. 

That's because we were busy focusing on the plan when God was 
focusing on the preparation. Watch how he uses that preparation in a whole 
new way. 

When the signals are blurred and you are uncertain, keep on praying, 
getting Christian counsel, but don't stop what you are doing. Trust him to 
steer you if you are on the wrong course. But don't stop! 

A sailboat's rudder is useless while the sails are down. Set sail, get 
going. You can't get any direction until the wind fills the sails. Then when the 
wind changes, be ready to come about. God may have to change your course, 
but when he does, you will have the momentum for it. 

God knows how to move you when the time comes for you to be moved. 
He knows what is happening to you and what should be happening for you. In 
other words, trust God to be God. There isn't anything he doesn't know. 

pp. 48-49 

w t2 /lf Qel 

1n'·+D -~ ~ 

(from God Guides Your Tomorrows 
by Roger C. Palms) 
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The following observations help to shed some light on these issues. 
First, this short book does not record everything. Perhaps Mordecai and 

Esther actually possessed a deeper faith than becomes apparent here (cf. 4: 16). 
Second, even godly Nehemiah did not mention his God when talking to King 
Artaxerxes (Neh. 2:1-8). Third, the Jewish festivals which provided structure 
for worship had been lost long before Esther, e.g., Passover (2 Kin. 23:22) and 
Tabernacles (Neh. 8:17). 

Fourth, possibly the anti-Jewish letter written by the Samaritans to 
Ahasuerus several years earlier had frightened them (c. 486 B.C.; Ezra 4:6). 
Fifth, the evil intentions of Haman did not just first surface when Mordecai 
refused to bow down (3:1, 2). Most likely they were long before shared by 
others which would have intimidated the Jewish population. Sixth, Esther did 
identify with her Jewish heritage at a most appropriate time (7:3, 4). And yet, 
the nagging question of why Esther and Mordecai did not seem to have the 
same kind of open devotion to God as did Daniel remains. Further, 
Nehemiah's prayer (Neh. 1:5-11, esp. v. 7) seems to indicate a spiritual 
lethargy among the Jewish exiles in Susa. So this issue must ultimately be 
resolved by God, since He alone knows human hearts. 
p. 555 

This is of utmost significance. It was an occasion when a Jewess became 
the queen of one of the greatest Gentile monarchs, and of a world power; this at 
a strategic moment in the history of the world. Had she not been thus 
positioned when the decisive moment came, God's entire purpose with Israel 
would have been frustrated and the wave of anti-Semitism would have blotted 
out these people. 
p. 32 
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An easy life is an ill-regulated life. A life that can account for itself all the 
four-and-twenty hours, and all the days of the year, is a fool's life. Blessed are 
they who know the pain of mystery, who see before them an angel whom they 
cannot pass, who hear a voice behind them, saying, This is the way; walk ye in 
it: though it look so bare and hard and uphill, yet this is the way. Out of all 
this should come great religious consideration. We want to sit beside our 
friend, and cannot; we want to return to the old homestead, and no ship will 
carry us; we want to get rid of burdens, and in endeavouring to throw off the 
weight we only increase it. All this is full of significance. We may look at it in 
one of two ways: either fretfully and resentfully, and thus may kick against 
the pricks, and find how hard it is to play that game of opposition against God; 
or we can accept the lot and say, "I am called to be here; I should like to have 
laboured in another land, but thou has fixed me here; I should have loved to 
surround myself with other circumstances, but thou hast determined the 
bounds of my habitation: Lord, give me light enough to work in, give me 
patience in time of stress, and give me the strength of confidence." 
pp. 321-22 

Who are these brave people who would always be at the front? They are 
always at the front when t.here is any fault-finding to be done, but never found 
there when any great sacrifice is to be completed. 
pp. 322-23 

The second chapter of Esther . t . . . 
Esther, the hero and heroine of th :a~ s; similar ~ncture of Mordecai and 
the right place at the right time b~t ~~ . ?t fnly did they find themselves in 
opportunities for pe1·sonal adva~cemen;Y wise Y too~ advantage of 
central characters and explains h th . Chap~er 2 mtro_duces us to these 
influence the fate of the Jewish owl ey were m strategic positions to 
p. 348 peop e. 
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The selection of Esther (vv. 1-18) and the detection of the plotters (vv. 
19-23) may seem to be events that do not belong together, but they were bot.h 
part of God's plan to save His people. Esther's coronation was a grand public 
affair, while Mordecai's service to the king was rather private. But God would 
use Esther's position and Mordecai's service to fulfill His purposes. 

You may be prone to believe that God works only in the "important 
events" of life. All events are important if you are living in the will of God. 
Mordecai was not immediately rewarded for saving the king's life, but God 
would take care of it at the right time (chap. 6). Do your duty today, and let 
God take care of the consequences. 
p.273 

"God is preparing His heroes," said A. B. Simpson, founder of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, "and when the opportunity comes, He can 
fit them into their places in a moment, and the world will wonder where they 
came from." 

Dr. Simpson might have added that God also prepares His heroines, for 
certainly Esther was divinely prepared for her role as the new queen. God is 
never surprised by circumstances or at a loss for prepared servants. He had 
Joseph ready in Egypt (Ps. 105:17), Ezekiel and Daniel in Babylon, and 
Nehemiah in Susa; and He had Esther ready for her ministry to the Jews in 
the Persian Empire. 
pp. 710-11 

Let's dig into the text of chapter 2 and see what lessons the Lord ha. for us in 
this second study. 
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~Later when the anger of King Xerxes bad subsided. be remembered Vashti 
L,::::l and w bat she bad done and w bat be bad decreed about her. 

Esther Becomes Queen in Vashti's Place 

When these things bad been accomplished and the rage of King 
Ahasuerus bad diminished, be remembered Vashti and what she bad 
done and what bad been decided against her. 

Later, when King Xerxes' anger had cooled and he was having second 
thoughts about what Vashti had done and what he bad ordered against 
her, 

WHEN WINE AND EMOTIONS ARE INVOLVED YOU ARE VULNERABLE 
TO MAKE SOME PRETTY DUMB DECISIONS. 

* lloaea 4:11 (NLT) 

Alcohol and prostitution have robbed my people of their brains. 

Esther IRcture Nott>':i Study#2 E~tlwr 2 1-23 rloc 
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SOLUTION PROPOSED FOR A NEW QUEEN (2: 1-4) 

After the anger of the king subsided, apparently sometime later, he realized 
that he had been foolish in his actions. Throughout the book it is evident that 
the king was led along by his officials. It appears that he was somewhat 
provincial in his outlook. Like all men of power he had to rely on others to be 
his eyes and ears on the outside, and did not always receive the best 
information. 
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. h kin now has to reconstruct his 
In the wake of an irrational re.act~on, t e ~ly public The scene begins, 
personal world-a world t~~.1s: ~~::~:~:~ subsid~d, he remembered 
Later when the an~er o i:nse of remorse follow his anger. The verb 

~ ash:!t~~l "~~~)~id~~!;~s~:~:kJ occurs infrequently in the Bible and conjur~s up 

i~::e;.~~ th~e~e:!y~~o:n~:r ~:_ii;,e1~~::i~!,~~~=r:~~~~ ::t:~~~~':i:~ ~:~~de 
~t:r~~g~ the edhict) , and nowb ~~:r:::~::e~'r:c:~:~i~~e~~! ~00~~~~ounts (Gen. 
Interestingly, t e same ver 
8:1; Esth. 2:1). 
p. 204 

That Ahasuerus remembered Vashti implies some uneasiness over th~ whole 
incident, but the king was trapped by his own legislation d~cree_d against her. 
The verb (Heb. gazar) meant 'cut, divide' and is an Arama1sm m the sense of 
'decree' . 
p. 64 

After Xerxes' wrath "had subsided," he remembered the deeds of Vashti and his 
decree that deposed her. It is uncertain whether he now regretted his rash 
action and wished to reinstate her but was prevented because his decree was 
irrevocable (cf. Da 6:14-15), or whether his thoughts now turned to a 
replacement for the queen. The king divorced Vashti in the third year of his 
reign (1:3) and did not marry Esther till the seventh year (2:16). Between the 
events of 1:3 and 2:16, Xerxes made his disastrous expedition to Greece . 
Returning from his naval defeat at Salamis in 480 and his humiliating rout at 
Plataea in 479, he turned his thoughts to remarriage, through which he hoped 
to find solace. 
p . 730 
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The mood is much changed at the beginning of chapter 2. Gone are the 
lawyers and the secretaries, the caterers and the guests, the pomp and the 
circumstance. Gone, too, is Ahasuerus's anger. We are not told exactly how 
long it has taken him to cool down (the opening phrase "after these things" is 
imprecise), but the scene has all the symptoms of the "morning after." For a 
brief moment, we see Ahasuerus as a man and not a king. He is lonely and 
depressed, contemplating a decision that has left a very poor taste in his 
mouth. 

The phrase "he remembered Vashti and what she had done" is 
wonderfully ambiguous. While the most obvious antecedent is her act of 
defiance, the fact that this is not specified leaves room for the possibility of 
other more wistful memories. Perhaps she has not been such a bad wife after 
all. 

One notices, as well, that he remembers her fate in a passive light. The 
characterization "what has been decreed against her" distances him from direct 
responsibility. While this may reflect Ahasuerus's own rationalizations, it also 
has the effect of underscoring his tendency to allow others to manipulate him. 
p.28 

Perhaps Xerxes "remembered Vashti" because he was sorry for his 
former decision or at least desired to have her again. But he had made an 
irrevocable decree. 
p.313 

Esther/Lecture i'\ote,./Study#:l - Esth<'r 2:1-28 doc 
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This probably did not happen immediately after the feast. We learn this from 
verse 16 in this chapter. He took Esther in the place of Vashti in the seventh 
year of his reign, but the feast described in the opening chapter happened in 
the third year. About four years elapsed. During these years, profane history 
tells us, Ahasuerus (Xerxes I) , undertook a campaign against Greece with 
which many misfortunes were connected. He must have returned exhausted 
and unhappy. Then his conscience spoke. He probably missed the 
companionship of Vashti and he remembered her and what was decreed 
against her. But why did the monarch not take Vashti back into favor and 
forgive her, if remorse troubled him? As nothing more is said of Vashti it is 
more than probable that she was put to death. Perhaps the unfortunate war, 
the great losses he had sustained, were looked upon by the King as being the 
punishment for his drunken wrath against the Queen. 
p.88 

I. The extravagant course that was taken to please the king with 
another wife instead of Vashti. Josephus says that when his anger was over he 
would have been reconciled to Vashti but that, by the constitution of the 
government, the judgment was irrevocable. Therefore, to make him forget her, 
they contrived how to entertain him first with a great variety of concubines. 
p. 506 

When the days of feasting and excitement described in our previous 
chapter had passed away, and the king had opportunity quietly to weigh his 
hasty action, his heart seems to have relented, as we are told in the first verse 
of chapter 2, that, "After these things, when the wrath of king Ahasuerus was 
appeased, he remembered Vashti, and what she had done, and what was 
decreed against her." Bound by the law of the kingdom, which made it 
impossible for him to revoke his own imperial decree, he seems to have become 
a prey to a measure at least of remorse as he reflected on his way toward 
Vashti, of whom he had been so proud. 
p. 160 
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On recovering from the violent excitement of his revelry and rage, the king was 
pierced with poignant regret for the unmerited treatment he had given to his 
beautiful and dignified queen. But, according to the law, which made the word 
of a Persian king irrevocable, she could not be restored. 
p. 355 

When, after these things, the wrath of King Ahashverosh was laid ( ... to be 
sunk, spoken of wrath to be laid), he remembered Vashti and what she had 
done, and what was decreed against her . . . , to determine, to decree 
irrevocably; comp .... , Dan. iv. 14); a desire for reunion with her evidently 
making itself felt, accompanied perhaps by the thought that she might have 
been too harshly treated. 
p.333 

Even so, Xerxes stuttered a moment. After his anger subsided he 
pondered, and there entered a transitory glimmer of regret. But his 
attendants gathered around and, like the chorus in a Greek tragedy, led him in 
another verse of"My Way." This time the reverberations of his self-indulgence 
were felt beyond the palace, disrupting the lives of hundreds of women 
throughout the kingdom. 
p.295 

2:1 After these things. Most likely during the latter portion of the 
king's ill-fated war with Greece (c 481-479 B.C.) he remembered Vashti. The 
king was legally unable to restore Vashti (cf. 1:19-22), so the counselors 
proposed a new plan with promise. 
p.556 

E:-ther LPl'lun• NotP..,l8t1Hh#2 - l~sthP1· 2.1-2.~ rloc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

27 

h th
. s ,, After what things? Well, the 

b · "After t ese ing · This verse egms, . h t and the campaign to Greece 
d k 1 ce m the first c ap er, . 

things that ha ta en p a d After his defeat he returned. m deep 
where Xerxes was soundly defeate . . . the absence of his queen and 

. 1 Added to his misery was b 
dejection to his pa ace. d p . s could not be altered-even y 
the fact that the law of the Medes an e~sian . 
the king himself. Vashti could never agam be his queen. 

p.551 

When his anger was abated, and the wine gone out of his hea~, his ancient love 
began to revive to Vashti, whose beauty was exceeding charming; but then he 
remembered withal her undutiful behaviour, and t~e decree he h~d passed 
against her, which was irrevocably, so that he was ma great strait. 

p.687 

A period of time passed between chapters 1 and 2, although the phrase 
"after these things" does not specify precisely how much time (v. 1). 
Apparently, it was enough time for "the wrath of King Ahasuerus,"which had 
been so intense, to subside. Now the king "remembered Vashti, what she had 
done, and what had been decreed against her." Although not expressed 
explicitly, this verse seems to imply that Ahasuerus regretted his rash 
response to Vashti's refusal to present herself at his party. Josephus, a Jewish 
historian from the first century A.D. , interprets Ahasuerus' feelings in this way: 

Now, although the king was in love with her [Vashti] and could not bear 
the separation, he could not, because of the law, be reconciled to her, and 
so he continued to grieve at not being able to obtain his desire. 

Because of the king's decree against Vashti (1:19-22), he could not take her 
once more as his queen. 
p. 349 
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Ahh! So four years have gone by in between chapters 1 and 2. But then 
I wondered what happened during those four years. You're wondering, too, 

right? 
p.33 

Ahasuerus enters tho tall, gilded palace doms, weary from battle, 
dispirited by defeat. He longs for someone to greet him with arms 
outstretched. someone who will offer words of comfort.and understanding. No 
just a servant or one of hi:, officers eager to please the.. king, bu someone who 
truly cares for him and his feelings. Perhaps for the first time this monarch 
knows true defeat and loneliness. 

\Vith all the things that have been happening, his anger against \ ·ashti 
is long since forgotten. He remembers only her beauty, tho warmth of her 
arms, and the comfort of her understanding. With his spirits a thiti low ebb, 
he goes into a period of depression. Apparently those closest to him recognize 
what has happened and seek to remedy it. 
p. 34 

After these things evidently comprehends a lapse of time from the great feast 
at Susa in 483 B.C. and the spring of 481 B.C. , when Xerxes embarked on his 
campaign against Greece. However, the marriage with Esther (v. 16) did not 
take place till after his return. The king had afterthoughts concerning Vashti. 
p.658 

The[Two KEY WORDS Jn verse 1 are: 

1. "DONE" and 

2. "DECREED." 

"WHAT SHE HAD DONE AND WHAT HE HAD DECREED ABOUT HER." 

Esther/l.RcturP Notes/Studv#2 l~sthe1· 2 1-23.dcic 
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Couples often ask me, "Where have we gone wrong?" "\Vhy don't we feel 
romantic toward each other?" "Why do we argue so much?" These problems 
are not primarily attributable to incomyatibility, sexual problems, financial 
pressure or any other surface issues. They are a direct result of accumulated 
offenses. If a husband and wife can understand how to maintain harmony by 
immediately working to clear up every hurtful offense between them, they can 
climb out of such common problems and every marriage's deepest pit: divorce. 
p.52 

One might feel righteous anger about murder, rape, a cheating spouse or 
profanity, but even in these cases anger must be resolved. God does not want 
you or me to hold on to anger forever. We must process our anger with the 
ultimate goal of resolution. Even God does not hold His anger against us. You 
and I deserved death because of sin, but He made a way for that anger to be 
resolved. He resolved His wrath toward us by one name: Jesus. 
p.55 

When we shut the door on forgiveness, we open it for Satan to have an 
inroad into our life, giving him just the weapon he needs to get an advantage 
over us. 
p.72 

"To be a Christian," C. S. Lewis said, "means to foTgive the inexcusable, 
because God had forgiven the inexcusable in us." ·when it comes to 
forgiveness, our LOl·d would not command us to do something that He would 
hot enable us to do. Or that He hasn't done Himself. 
p.92 
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p. 102 

30 

I SAY TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND TN UTTER HUMILITY 

THAT WHENEVER I SEE MYSELF BEFORE GOD 

A1\'D REALIZE EVEN SOMETHING OF 

WHAT MY BLESSED LORD HAS DONE FOR ME, 

I AM: READY TO FORGIVE ANYBODY ANYTHING. 

- D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

In his classic devotional book My Utniost for His Highest. Oswald 
Chambers reminds us that at the crux of the whole issue of forgiveness is the 
cross of Christ. There is no forgiveness possible apart from the cross-and the 
cross is no trifling matter. 

-- -
It is shallow nonsense to say that God forgives us because He is love .... 
The love of God means Calvary-nothing less; the love of God is 8pelt on 
the Cross, and nowhere else. The only ground on which God can forgive 
me is the Cross of my Lord.14 

14. Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest-November 19. 
pp. 104-105 
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Or perhaps it would help to go even further back to an even more 
miraculous moment. The first tim e I read John 3:16 with Lam·en in mind, the 
realization of its meaning hit me right between the eyes. 

"For God so loved the z.vorld that He gave His one and only 
Son . . . " 

Rl>ad it again: 

"For God so loved Lauren that He gave His one and only 
Son . .. " 

The implications of this verse should move you, as it has moved me, to pray for 
forgive1wss. "Forgiveness for all the moments I missed enjoying thC' uniqueness 
of her creation. Forgiveness for all the times I missed out on her laughter. 
tenderness, acceptance-missed as a result of my self-centerednes 
p.47 

I first learned the concept of nonviolence in my 1narriage. 
l\1AHAND,\S GANDHI 

p.39 
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"Amencan ldol" .Finalist Forgives Offense/ PreachingToday.com Page 1of1 

.f;, Preaching Today.com u11w1c111~ 1hl .. 111of lliblfm11•1•'l«"l1111 . 

~ 
ILLUSTRATION 

"American Idol" Finalist Forgives Offense 8 Send to printer 

Topics: Chnstlikeness; Forbearance; Forgiveness; Grace; Imitation of Christ; Love for enemies; Mercy; Music; 
Pardon; Reconciliation; Relationships; Television 

Filters: Everyday Disciples, Free, Pop Culture, Stories 

References: Matthew 5:43-48 r.IJ, Matthew 6:14-15 r.IJ, Matthew 18:21-35 r.IJ, Luke 6:27-36 r.IJ 
Tone: Commend 

Mandisa Hundley, gospel singer and one of the 12 finalists on the lV show American Idol, met 
with judges Simon Cowell, Paula Abdul, and Randy Jackson to find out if she made it through to 
the next round of the competition. 

Simon had previously made a sarcastic remark upon seeing Mandisa, who is a heavy-set 
woman: "Do we have a bigger stage this year?" 

When she entered the room to learn the judges' verdict, Mandisa looked right at Simon and 
addressed him: 

Simon, a lot people want me to say a lot of things to you. But this is what I want to 
say ... yes, you hurt me, and I cried, and it was painful. It really was, but I want you 
to know that I've forgiven you, and that you don't need someone to apologize in 
order to forgive somebody. And I figure that if Jesus could die so that all of my 
wrongs could be forgiven, I can certainly extend that same grace to you. I just 
wanted you to know that. 

Randy said, "Amen." Simon apologized and hugged the singer, and Mandisa discovered she had 
been selected to advance into the next round. 

Images: American Idol, Mandisa Hundley, Simon Cowell, American Idol 2, American Idol 3 

American Idol, realitytvmagazine.com (2-15-06); submitted by Ted De Hass, Bedford, Iowa 

• back to top 

Home I My Account I Help & Info I Privacy Policy I Contact Us 

© 2006 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

http://www. preachingtoday .com/illustrations/article _print.html ?id=3 3 931 4/3/2006 
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32 

-\-Y -~ 
e, vYJ{ o/,f' 

STATEMENTS REQUESTI~G FORGIVENESS 

. ~{¥j~~o~\t~'\~ '. vvY.,-fV' I'm sorry for tht> zl'ay I spo!?e to you. I luwil' it was loud and harsh. You 
didn't deserve that. It was very wrong of me, and I want to ash you to 
forgive rne. 

• I knou 1 that zrhat I did hurt you very deeply. You have euery right nel'er to 
speal? to me again, but I am truly sorry for what I did. And I hope that you 
can find it in _your heart to forgive me. 

• I didn't intend to hurt you but obviously I have. I realize that no1c, and I see 
that my actions were u1rong even though I was just trying to have fun. It's 
never right to hm1e fun if someone gets hurt. I promise you I u;ill try to never 
do that again. And I want to ask you if you will please forgive me. 

p. 102 
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f there is one thing young engaged couples need to hear, it'~ that a good 
marriage is not something you find, it's sornething you worll for. It take~ 
struggle. You must crucif)· your selfishness. You must at times confront, and 
at other times confess. Tho practice of forgiveness is essential. 

This is undeniably hard work! But eventually it pays off. Eventually, it 
creates a relationship of beauty, trust, and mutual support. 

It helps when we view our struggles in light of what they provide for us 
spiritually rather than in light of what they take from us emotionally. 
Working through disagreements is taxing. There are a million things I'd 
rather do than put in the time and effort to leap over a relational hurdle. If I'm 
in my marriage for emotional stability, I probably won't last long. But if I 
think it can reap spiritual benefits, I'll have plenty of reason to not just be 
married, but act married. 

Otto Piper challenges us, "If marriage ... is a disillusioning experience 
for many people, the reason is to be found in the passivity of their faith. People 
dislike the fact that the blessings of God may only be found and enjoyed when 
they are persistently sought (Matthew 7:7; Luke 11:9). Marriage is, therefore, 
both a gift and a task to be accomplished."3· 

Don't run from the struggles of marriage. Embrace them. Grow in 
them. Draw nearer to God because of them. 

3. Piper, The Biblical View of Sex and Marriage, 134. 
p. 133 
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34 

r:· ~Then the king'~ p~rsonal attendants proposed. "Let a sear"h b~ mad~ for 
beautiful youn~ vir~ns for the km~. 

The king's servants who attended him said, "Let a search be conducted 
in the king's behalf for attractive young women. 

the king's young attendants stepped in and got the ball rolling: "Let's 
begin a search for beautiful young virgins for the king. 

In this case it was suggested to the king that beautiful young virgins 
(unmarried women) be brought to Susa, ... 

The king's personal attendants proposed that the king choose another wife 
from among the beautiful young virgins. They may have seen and felt more 
than others the king's unhappiness that the putting away of Vashti had caused 
him. 
p.730 

Though this sounds like a beauty contest, it was not a very happy assignment 
for most of the women. They were uprooted from their communities, which 
implied confinement to the king's harem, and moved to what would actually be 
perpetual widow hood. 
p. 314 
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35 

Member's of the king's cabinet, occupying high positions, notice how moody and 
lonely the king is. They make a suggestion that there be conducted a beauty 
contest and that the entire kingdom be searched for women who were 
beautiful. They were to be brought in from near and far. I am sure that the 
number of women chosen was in the hundreds. 
p.551 

The king's advisers were concerned that Vashti not be restored to royal 
favor; for if she regained her throne, their own lives would be in danger. After 
all, it was they who had told the king to remove her! But more was involved 
than the lives of the king's counselors, for the survival of the Jewish nation 
was also at stake. Queen Vashti would certainly not intercede on behalf of the 
Jews. She probably would have cooperated with Haman. 
p.84 

Realizing that the king was feeling Rad a nd lonesome, t hey immediately 
jumped into the arena of need with a PROPOSAL. 

Thi~ is a 'f1VE-POINT PROPOSAi}th at they are going to make to Xerxe8: 

Q "LET A SEARCH BE MADE FOR BEAUTIFUL YOUNG 
VIRGINS FOR THE KING." 

Esther l.Reture .:-\ow<> Stud\#~ - E.-1lwr 2 1-23.dor 
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36 

Iv. ;;kt th~ kini: a1ulPint cQmwi~siQW:r~ in ~~~IY PtQ~iru:Jl Qf his tealm tQ brini: 
1 all these beautiful ~rls into the harem at the citadel of Susa. Let them 

be olaced under the care of Hegai. the king's eunuch. who is in charge of 
the women: and let beauty treatments be given to them. 

And let the king appoint officers throughout all the provinces of his 
kingdom to gather all the attractive young women to Susa the citadel, to 
the harem under the authority of Hegai, the king's eunuch who oversees 
the women, and let him provide whatever cosmetics they desire. 

Let the king appoint officials in every province of his kingdom to bring 
every beautiful young virgin to the palace complex of Susa and to the 
harem run by Hegai, the king's eunuch who oversees the women; he will 
put them through their beauty treatments. 

Thef IVE-POINT PROPOSAL } ontinues: 

~ 
(3> 

verse 2-"let a search be made for beautiful young, virgins for the king," 

verse 3-"LET THE KING APPOINT COMMISSIONERS IN 
EVERY PROVIDENCE OF HIS REALM TO BRING ALL THESE 
BEAUTIFUL GIRLS INTO THE HAREM AT THE CITADEL OF 
SUSA," 

ver se 3-"LET THEM BE PLACED UNDER THE CARE OF 
HEGAI, THE KING'S EUNUCH, WHO IS IN CHARGE OF THE 
WOMEN," and 

verse 3-"LET BEAUTY TREATMENTS BE GIVEN TO THEM." 

. .. placed under Hegai (the eunuch ... in charge of the harem) and given 
beauty treatments ... 
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37 

This was a kingdom-wide roundup designed for the king's pleasure. 
p.296 

It was customary for the virgins of the king's harem to spend a year in beauty 
treatments and purification rites before going to see the king (v. 12). Again we 
see the exaggerated sense of power of the king contrasted with the fragile 
status of women. Beautiful young virgins were seen to exist merely to bring 
pleasure to the king. 
p.605 

This was not a "beauty contest" where the winners were rewarded by having a 
chance for the throne. These young women were conscripted against their will 
and made a part of the royal harem. Every night, the king had a new partner; 
and the next morning, she joined the rest of the concubines. The one that 
pleased the king the most would become his new queen. 
p.84 

I wonder how many beautiful girls hid when the king's officers showed 
up to abduct them? Heartbroken mothers and fathers no doubt lied to the 
officers and denied that they had any virgin daughters. Perhaps some of the 
girls married any available man rather than spend a hopeless life shut up in 
the king's harem. Once they had been with the king, they belonged to him and 
could not marry. If the king ignored them, they were destined for a life of 
loneliness, shut up in a royal harem. Honor? Perhaps. Happiness? No! 
p.84 
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38 

There is no human wreckage, lying in the ooze of the deepest sea of iniquity, 
that God's deep love cannot reach and redeem. 
-John Henry Jowett 
(June 9) 
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39 

[ v. ~n l&t the l'irl whQ pleas.es th~ kine: be guem insl~ad Qf Va§hti." 
ady1ce aupealed to the kmi". and he followed it. 

Let the young woman whom the king finds most attractive become 
queen in place of Vashti." This seemed like a good idea to the king, so he 
acted accordingly. 

Then let the girl who best pleases the king be made queen in place of 
Vashti." The king liked this advice and took it . 

. . . and that the king be allowed to pick from them a woman to replace 
Vashti. His personal attendants (probably "the wise men who understood 
the laws ... seven nobles," 1:13-14) had suggested that Vashti be deposed. So 
now they certainly did not want Xerxes to reinstate her for fear th at she would 
turn against them. The suggestion appealed to the king and he followed 
it. The fact that he had a harem in Susa is known from other sources. New 
women were constantly being brought into the Persian harem to replace the 
older women. 

Recorded here in verse 4 i1 ; 0INT FIVE, of the FIVE-POINT PROPOSAL: 

G "THEN LET THE GIRL WHO PLEASES THE KING BE QUEEN 
- 'INSTEAD OF VASHTI." 

Ef'ltherll.Rcture Note" Study#:! Estlwr 2 1-23.doc 
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40 

You can put this whole proposal together then as: 

1. verse 2-"let a search be made for beautiful young virgins for the king," 

2. verse 3-"LET THE KING APPOINT COMMISSIONERS IN 
EVERY PROVIDENCE OF HIS REALM TO BRING ALL THESE 
BEAUTIFUL GIRLS INTO THE HAREM AT THE CITADEL OF 
SUSA," 

3. verse 3-"LET THEM BE PLACED UNDER THE CARE OF 
HEGAI, THE KING'S EUNUCH, WHO IS IN CHARGE OF THE 
WOMEN," 

4. verse 3-"LET BEAUTY TREATMENTS BE GIVEN TO THEM," 
and 

5. verse 4- "THEN LET THE GIRL WHO PLEASES THE KING BE 
QUEEN INSTEAD OF VASHTI." 

The verse concludes with the RESPONSE OF THE KING: 

1. "APPEALED" <lnd 

2. "FOLLOWED." 

"THIS ADVICE APPEALED TO THE KING, AND HE FOLLOWED IT." 

The courtiers' suggestion pleased the king; so he ordered that the search begin. 
Fathers apparently did not voluntarily present their daughters as evidenced by 
the king's appointment of officials to search for the candidates. 
p.731 

The girl who most pleased the king was to be queen in Vashti's place. The plan 
pleased the sensuous, self-indulgent monarch, and he followed it. 
p.659 
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41 

"The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, like the rivers of water; He 
turns it wherever He wishes" (Prov. 21:1, NKJV). This doesn't mean that God 
forces Ahasuerus to accept the plan, or that God approved of the king's harems 
or of his sensual abuse of women. It simply means that, without being the 
author of their sin, God so directed the people in this situation that decisions 
were made that accomplished God's purposes. 
pp. 84-85 

'~ 
yt ~ 

Here is what Muggeridge said in his farewell address: 

So, dear Edinburgh students, this may well be the last time I 
address you, and this is what I want to say-and I don't really 
care whether if means anything to you or not, whether you think 
there is anything in it or not. I want you to believe that this row I 
have had with your elected officers has nothing to do with any 
puritanical attitudes on my part. I have no belief in abstinence 
for abstinence's own sake, no wish under any circumstances to 
check any fulfillment of=. your life or being. But I have to say to 
you this: that whatever life is or is not about, it is not to be 
expressed in terms of drug stupefaction and casual sexual 
relations. However we may venture into the unknown it is not I 
assure you on the plastic wings of Playboy magazine or 
psychedelic fancies. 1 

1. Malcolm Muggeridge, Vintage Muggeridge: Religion and Society, ed. Geoffrey Barlow 
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eermans, 1985), 21. 

p. 124 
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Popular Website Fac ilitates Extramarital Affairs 

Have you heard about the personals website designed to facilitate extramarital 
affairs? Log on and you have immediate access to thousands of men and 
women willing to kick their vows to the curb for a no-strings-attached sexual 
tryst. And should you want to use the site to have an affair, the designPrs 
behind the site have worked hard so that no one will ever know about your 
misdeeds. For example, they just released cell phone versions so you won't 
leave a trail of virtual evidence behind on your home or work computero. 

So far the site has been a through-the-roof success. In June of 2009- just one 
month- 679,000 men and women used the site to have an affair, and since 
2008, site membership has doubled to 4 million people. It sees its larg0st 
t raffic just after Father's Day (when men feel most unappreciated) and 
Valentine's Day (when women feel most unappreciated). According to the 
per sonal profiles of those who use the site, 92 percent of the males and GO 
percent of the females are, in fact, married. 

The CEO of the site, Noel Biderman, shrugs off any criticism, saying. "\Y0're 
just a platform. No website or 30-socond ad is going to convince anyonP to 
cheat. People cheat because their lives aren't working for them." H0 went on 
to insist "humans aren't meant to be monogamous." But when asked how he 
would respond if his own wife were to use the site? "I would be devastated." 

Brian Lowery, managing editor, PreachingToday.com; source: 
J eremy Caplan, ''Adultery 2.0,"Time magazine (7-20-09), p. 59 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
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Re ligion's Influe nce on American Life 

Americans who say religion is losing its influence on American life: 67 percent 

Americans who said this in April 2005: 50 percent 

Americans who said this in December 2001: 24 percent 

Ted Olsen, "Go Figure." Christianity Today (March 2009), p. 16 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

At the end of the day, I'm sure of one thing: accumulating stuff and women 
and titles and money are wrong keys. Fitting in, following the crowd, and being ,. 
common are not what we're supposed to do. There's more in store for u ' . 
p. XlX 
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@ w th!l[~ lYil~ in th!l citadel of :;?ll~il a s!~w of tM tribe of B~njamin, named 
Mordecai son of Jair. the son of Shimei. the son of Kish. 

Now there happened to be a Jewish man in Susa the citadel whose name 
was Mordecai. He was the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of 
Kish, a Benjaminite, 

Now there was a Jew who lived in the palace complex in Susa. His 
name was Mordecai the son of J air, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish
a Benjaminite. 

ESTHER TAKEN INTO THE HAREM (2:5-11) 

Mordecai is a Babylonian name taken from the god Marduk. The name mrdk 
is attested in fifth-century Aramaic documents. :;\lordecai wa~ a Jew of the 
tribe of Benjamin. He had tried to hide the fact that he and his cousin were 
Jews (vv. 10, 20). 

The little word& ow) that begins verse 5 is a word o( TRANSITIONl \Ye 
move from: l 

the PROPOSAL for the king 

to a couple of SIGNIFICANT CITIZENS of the "CITADEL OF SUSA." 
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At this juncture in the narrative, Mordecai is introduced for the first time. His 
name is the Hebraized form of the Babylonian god Marduk. Idolatrous names 
for devout Jews grew out of a practice during the Diaspora of giving both a 
Babylonian and a Hebrew name to the same person (cf. Da 1:6-7). He is called 
a "Jew" (GK 3374), a word derived from "Judah" that was used from the time of 
the Exile to refer to an Israelite. Possibly Mordecai was a eunuch because no 
wife or family is mentioned (v. 7) and because he had access to the women's 
quarters (v.11). His ancestry is traced through his father and grandfather to 
his great-grandfather, Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
p. 731 

The narrator takes a good bit of trouble to establish Esther and 
Mordecai's family tree, tracing lineage back several generations along the 
branch of Benjamin. Commentators have long been confused about the details 
of this genealogy. One way of reading the Hebrew would seem to imply that 
Mordecai himself had been carried off into exile, which would make him well 
over 100 years old at the time of this story (estimates range from 114 to 120). 
Another way of reading the Hebrew interprets Mordecai's gi·eat-grandfather, 
Kish, as the one who was carried off, which clearly makes better sense 
historically. 
p.30 

He was among the fourth generation of deported Jews. Kish. Mordecai's great 
grandfather who actually experienced the Babylonian deportation. After 
Babylon fell to Medo-Persia (c. 539 B.C.), Jews were moved to other parts of the 
new kingdom. Kish represents a Benjamite family name that could be traced 
back (c. 1100 B.C.) to Saul's father (1 Sam. 9:1). 
pp. 556-7 
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Up to this point there has been nothing spiritual in the palace. It was as 
godless as anything could possibly be. Drunken orgies were often held, but 
God is going to overrule. We are going to see His providence. He is arranging 
the events so that at the proper time He will have someone to intervene in 
behalf of His people, the Jews. 
p.552 

The name Mordecai is related to the name of Marduk, the principal 
Babylonian deity. The phrase a certain Jew, along with the genealogy and 
the tribal name Benjamite, prepares us for the upcoming conflict with Haman 
in ch. 3. Shimei may refer to the man from the family of Saul who cursed 
David (2 Sam. 16:5-13). Kish may be the father of Saul (1 Sam. 9:1, 2). If 
these figures are the ones intended, they are Mordecai's remote ancestors from 
the tribe of Benjamin. 
p.605 

... a descendant of a Benjamite named Kish, who some 117 years previously, 
in 597 B.C., had been carried away to Babylon; thus, the four generations listed 
here are readily accounted for. The term Jew, a name derived from Judah 
(Judahite), from the exilic period onward came to denote any Israelite. 
p.659 
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Mordecai was the uncle and the foster-father of the orphaned Esther. 
He had brought Esther up, and his one love in his whole life, after his love for 
Israel and for the God of Israel, was his love for his little adopted daughter. 
You may be sure that the devout old man had many thoughts in his heart that 
he could not get to the bottom of, as he stood by and watched his sister's child 
lifted up in a moment from her exile and poverty, and actually made the queen 
of the greatest empire then standing on the face of the earth; and, what was to 
him still more full of faith and hope, and love, the favourite queen of the 
absolute earthly master of all Mordecai's brethren of the house of Israel both at 
home in Jerusalem, and still scattered abroad over the whole of the Persian 
empire. I leave you to imagine what were the prayers and psalms that 
Mordecai offered up with his window open toward Jerusalem, as he saw all 
Esther's election, and promotion, and coronation, and all her splendour and all 
her power. And Mordecai walked every day before the court of the women's 
house, to know how Esther did, and what should become of her. 
p.420 

Mordecai is named fifty-eight times in this book, and seven times he is 
identified as "a Jew" (2:5; 5:13; 6:10; 8:7; 9:29, 31; 10:3). His ancestor, Kish, 
was among the Jews taken to Babylon from Jerusalem in the second 
deportation in 597 B.C. (2 Kings 24). Cyrus, King of Persia, entered Babylon in 
539 and the next year gave the Jews permission to return to their land. About 
50,000 responded (Ezra 1-2). In subsequent years, other Jews returned to 
Israel; but Mordecai chose to remain in the Persian capital. 
p.712 
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B h2 had h~~n can:i~d ini2 ~xii~ fr2m s!eru§a!em by Nebuchadnezzar kin~ 
of Babylon. amon~ those taken captive with Jeboiachin kin~ of Judah. 

who had been taken into exile from Jerusalem with the captives 
who bad been carried into exile with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon bad taken into exile. 

His ancestors had been taken from Jerusalem with the exiles and 
carried off with King Jehoiachin of Judah by King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon into exile. 

\ ·erse 6 may mean that Mordecai was deported by Nebuchadnezzar along 
with Jehoiachin (597 B.C.). But this would mean that Mordecai would have 
been about 115 years old by the time of Xerxes' third year and Esther would 
have been 80. It is better to understand tbailfisb/ Mordecai's rcat
grandfathe1', was the one who was carried away in the o / cportat10n. 

Verse 6 begins "who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem ... with 
Jehoiachin." If the antecedent of "who" is, as seems likely, "Kish," this man 
was carried away into captivity with King Jehoiachin in 597 B.C. 
p. 731 
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Former king of Judah (also known as Jehoiachin and Coniah) who was 
deported c. 597 B.C. (cf. 2 Kin. 24:14, 15; 2 Chr. 36:9, 10). Due to his 
disobedience, the Lord removed his descendants from the line of David to 
Christ (Jer. 22: 24-30). The family of Mordecai and Esther were part of the 
good figs in Jeremiah 24:1-7. 
p.557 

It is also possible that the original phrasing merely means that Mordecai and 
his family were among those descended from the captives who were taken to 
Babylon in the days of Nebuchadnezzar. In this case, the person who was 
brought to Babylon is not specifically mentioned: only the more well-known 
ancestors are noted. 
p.606 
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f. 2}1Qrde<:ai had a c:ousjn named Hadas§ah. whom h~ had l!r2u~ht uo because 
she had neither father nor mother. This e-irl. who was also known as 
Esther. was lovely in form and features. and Mordecai had taken her as 
his own dau~hter when her father and mother died. 

Now he was acting as the guardian of Hadassah (that is, Esther), the 
daughter of his uncle, for neither her father nor her mother was alive. 
This young woman was very attractive and had a beautiful figure. 
When her father and mother died, Mordecai had raised her as if she 
were his own daughter. 

Mordecai had reared his cousin Hadassah, otherwise known as Esther, 
since she had no father or mother. The girl had a good figure and a 
beautiful face. After her parents died, Mordecai had adopted her. 

Mordecai's cousin, Esther, also a Benjamite, had been raised by him, 
apparently because her parents died when she was young. Her father was 
Abihail (v. 15; 9:29). The name Esther ("star") is Persian. Her Hebrew name, 
Hadassah, means myrtle. She was beautiful, lovely in form and features. 

Her Hebrew name (vs. 7) was Hadassah, i.e., myrtle, which, on her 
introduction into the royal harem, was changed to Esther, i.e. , the star of 
Venus, indicating beauty and good fortune [GENESIUS] . 
p. 356 
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She was ... , daughter of his father's brother, and adopted by Mordochai after 
the death of her parents; we are told, moreover, that she had a fine figure and 
beautiful countenance. Her father, whose name, according to ver. 15, was 
Abihail, was uncle to Mordochai, and hence Esther was his cousin. 
p.336 

He brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle's daughter:] Her Jewish 
name was Hadassah, signifying in Chaldee a myrtle, as the former Targum 
saith; but her Persian name was Esther, which he fancies was from the Greek 
word, . .. a star. But the other Targum derives it from satar, which signifies 
hidden, because she was hidden in Mordecai's house a long time, and no man 
saw her but he; or rather, because her nation was concealed and not known. 
p.688 

Hadassah is a Hebrew name that means "Myrtle." Esther is a Persian name 
meaning "Star." Like the name of her cousin Mordecai, the name Esther was 
related to that of a local deity, the goddess Ishtar. Jewish people in antiquity 
customarily had two names when they lived in regions distant from Israel. 
One would be their secular name, a name understandable in their adopted 
culture, and the other would be their sacred name given in Hebrew. lovely 
and beautiful: The two words complement each other to mean "supremely 
lovely" or "exceedingly beautiful." 
p.606 
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The first is that Esther was ''lovely and beautiful." The Hebrew would actually 
be translated more accurately as "lovely in form and features" (NIV). Again, 
repetition is used to emphasize her famous good looks. Indeed, the ancient 
rabbis identified Esther as one of the four most beautiful women in the world. 
The second detail is that Esther was an orphan who was raised by her cousin, 
Mordecai, a man whom she regarded as her own father. This fact not only 
explains the parent-child relationship between Mordecai and Esther, but also 
heightens the emotional power of her story-a beautiful young woman who 
rises from the low social status of an orphaned immigrant to the highest 
possible position as queen of the empire. 
p.351 

... "There she goes-Miss Persia," And she will win the lonely king's heart. 
It will be the classic example of the old proverb, "He pursued her until she 
captured him." But at this point, she knows nothing about palace politics or a 
lonely king or what the future holds for her. She is simply living out the rather 
uneventful days of her young life, having not the slightest inkling that she will 
one day be crowned the most beautiful woman in the kingdom as well as the 
new queen of the Persian kingdom. My, how God works! 
p. 37 
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Song Describes the Father Girls Want 

The human need to be well-fathered is illustrated by the enormous response to 
Bob Carlisle's 1996 ballad, "Butterfly Kisses." The song speaks of the tender 
love between a father and his daughter. 

Reflecting upon the song's phenomenal success, Bob Carlisle said, "I get a lot of 
mail from young girls who try to get me to marry their moms. That used to be 
a real chuckle because it's so cute, but then I realized they don't want a 
romance for mom; they want the father who is in that song, and that just kills 
me. " 

Mary A. Kassian, "Father of the Fatherless," Journal for Biblical Manhood and 
Womahood (Vol. 4, Page 1); submitted by Aaron Goe 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

How are you at assembling little things? How are you at taking little 
betrayal and great hurts and seeing the purposes of God in them? You will be 
like Jesus when you are willing to assemble your own pilgrimage from the 
flagstones of your pain. 

PRAYER 
Lord, I believe that all things really are working together for good to those who 
love you. Still, I must remember that the ostracism of my friends plays its part 
in your great plan for my life. When I must endure such betrayal in order to be 
true to your calling, may I do it with an eye turned away from my own comfort 
and self-esteem-with an eye turned only toward the goal of eternity. 
(Day 8) 
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1 1 y. When the kin~'s order and edict had been proclaimed. many ~rls wer e 
8J brou~ht to the citadel of Susa and put under the care of He~ai. Esther 

also was taken to the kin~'s palace and entrusted to He~ai. who had 
char~e of the harem. 

It so happened that when the king's edict and his law became known 
many young women were taken to Susa the citadel to be placed under 
the authority of Hegai. Esther also was taken to the royal palace to be 
under the authority of Hegai, who was overseeing the women. 

When the king's order had been publicly posted, many young girls were 
brought to the palace complex of Susa and given over to Hegai who was 
overseer of the women. Esther was among them. 

Esther was taken into Xerxes' harem to await the king's choice, along with 
many other young women of the kingdom who were summoned to Susa. 

There are TWO KEY WORDS in verse 8 that help us under~tand this i~ not a 
very pleasant situation. "WHEN THE KING'S": 

1. "ORDER" and 

2. "EDICT" 

"HAD BEEN PROCLAIMED, MANY GIRLS WERE J3ROUGHT, TO THE 
CITADEL OF SUSA AND PUT UNDER THE CARE OF HEGAI. ESTHER 
ALSO WAS TAKEN TO THE KING'S PALACE AND ENTRUSTED TO 
HEGAI, WHO HAD 'CHARGE OF THE HAREM." 
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Passive (Niphal) verbs reinforce the sense that Esther is not in control of 
her fate but is being specially cared for by others. She is taken and entrusted 
(v. 8), "provided" for, with maids "assigned to her," and she is "moved" to the 
"best place in the harem" (v. 9). Mordecai is concerned in verse 11 about what 
was happening to her. Hegai shares Mordecai's paternal role, providing for 
Esther with an eye toward her best interests. 
p.207 

The parallel between Esther and the exiles is nowhere more apparent 
than in verse 8. She, too, is taken captive. The fact that the relevant verbs 
("were gathered" and "was taken") are in the passive is crucial. Neither the 
virgins nor the Jews had much say in the matter of their captivity. This is 
particularly important for interpreting the subsequent verses. Just because 
Esther makes the best of a bad situation does not mean it is anything other 
than a bad situation. 
p.31 

"Esther also was taken." We are not told whether the girls were given a 
choice, but we may assume they were not. One Targum says she was taken 
forcibly. As noted above, for most of the girls it was not a happy experience. 
p.316 
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-
The account of Esther's being taken to the palace (v 8) is told succinctly 

and with the barest of detail. Yet, both the language and the form used 
eloquently indicate that the principals just introduced had no choice 
whatsoever in what transpired. By the sudden invoking of the unalterable (see 
1:19) royal command edict (v 8a), the narrator intends to characterize the 
taking of Esther into the king's harem as an ineluctable fate that neither he 
nor Esther can resist. Further, their passivity in the matter is effected by the 
tight series of three passive verbs in v 8 , " ... was proclaimed, ... were 
gathered, ... was taken," which portrays an irresistible series of events. 
p.367 

This segment of the story is appalling. These were young teenage girl~. One 
can easily imagine parents desperately trying to hide their young daughters 
from the harem scouts. Esther and the other young girls who got caught in 
Xerxes' net had no say in the matter, but were helpless as slaves. Once 
brought to the palace, their sole mission in life was to give pleasure to the 
king-to please his eye, to satisfy him in bed, and to expand his impressive 
collection of possessions for others to admire. 
pp. 145-6 

Notice that this was not a competition that someone had to apply to 
enter. Everyone's hat was in the ring simply by virtue of living within the 
empire. Since the whole purpose for existence in Persia was to serve the 
empire, no permission was needed for the empire to draft a young woman into 
this particular branch of the civil service. The empire didn't care whether 
parents had other plans for their daughter. Remember, "Resistance is futile; 
you must be assimilated." There was nothing sexist about this perspective, 
either: the empire would also happily draft people's sons to serve as the king's 
eunuchs, if it felt there was a need and if they were qualified. The modern 
slogan "My body, my choice" wouldn't translate well in ancient culture. In the 
world of the Persians, everything anyone possessed, including one's body, could 
be and was claimed by the empire if the empire wanted it. 
p. 19 
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Esther "was taken" (2:8) into the harem where the virgins were 
gathered. Some commentators have understood this to mean that the women, 
and particularly Esther, were taken against their will. This is probably 
overinterpreting the passive voice, which may have been used only to express 
that it was at Xerxes' initiative, not the women's, that this occurred. Some 
may have loathed the situation in which they found themselves, others may 
have reveled in it. What about Esther? Her thoughts about being "taken" are 
not revealed. The passive voice is used frequently throughout the story, 
suggesting that the characters are caught up in events by some unseen force 
that has ultimate control. Moreover, their own personal opinion about their 
circumstances seems irrelevant as the events of the story move inexorably to 
their climax. 
pp. 98-99 

The use of the passive voice is appropriate in this story, for it expresses life 
from the perspective of being caught up in and swept along by circumstances 
beyond one's control 
p.99 

In autocratic governments, individual consent or willingness plays no role in 
the operations of the state. These girls were brought, regardless of how they or 
their families felt, and placed in the harem under the care of the king's eunuch. 
p.297 

It is impossible to tell if Esther went voluntarily or against her will. 
p.557 
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The words which we translate "was brought," may be translated was taken: 
and that by force , as the word sometimes signifies, and as the former Targum 
here explains it, "she was brought by violence." The latter Targum tells the 
manner of it at large, That Mordecai, hearing of this order, hid his cousin in a 
private place where the officers could not find her. But when the virgins were 
gathered together, and Esther was missing, whom all the neighbours knew to 
be a very great beauty, they procured an order from the king to Mordecei, that 
upon pain of death he should produce her; which he did. 
p.688 

A theologian named Woody Allen captured the absurdity this leaves m; 

in: ''1fore than any time in human history, humankind faces a.crossroad::;. One 
path leads to despair and utter hopelessness. The other leads to total 
extinction. Let us pray we have the wisdom.. to choose correctly.'' 
p.33 
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WALK THEW ALK 

The preacher was speaking tongue-in-cheek when he complained, "My 
wife is absolutely unreasonable. She actually expects me to live everything I 
preach!" It's so much easier to tell someone what is right than to practice it 
personally. 

When my son and I play golf together, I can tell him exactly how to play 
the hole and hit the shots. But my own ability to hit those shots is sadly 
limited. I suppose this is what is meant when we refer to athletes who "talk 
the talk, but don't walk the walk." Anyone can talk a good game, but actually 
performing well is far more difficult. 

This is particularly true in the challenge of following Jesus Christ. It is 
not enough for us to talk about faith-we must live out our faith. Perhaps that 
is why Paul, after giving instructions to his young protege Timothy about how 
to preach, included this reminder: "Let no one despise your youth, but be an 
example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity .... Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them" (1 Tim. 
4:12,15). 

As Christ's followers, we do not have the luxury of just talking a good 
game-we must live lives of exemplary faith in Jesus Cluist. We must walk 
the walk. - Bill Crowder 

Do others know from how we act 
At home, at work, at play, 

That we have Jesus in our heart 
And live for Him each day? -D. De Haan 

We please God when our walk matches our talk. 

Esther/f.ecture Note~ Study#2 E'-'ther 2 1-2.:l dor 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

60 

You must decide whether or not you'll exchange a life of control born out of fear 
for a life of risk born out of faith." 

62-63: John Eldredge, Wild at Heart- Field Manual. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2001, 248. 
p. 63 

"So let our lips and lives express the holy gospel we profess; so let our works and 
virtues shine, to prove the doctrine all divine. Thus shall we best proclaim 
abroad the honors of our Savior God, when His salvation reigns within, and 
grace subdues the power of sin." Amen. 
p. 4~ ~er 

()~~~~ 
\0~~y 

ett-1 ~ahe me indifferent, God, to the world's approval, but sensitive to yours. How 
/t <{/ easy it is to get enlisted in the piety parade! Keep me from pretense, from poses, 
/ from posturings. For Jesus's salle. Amen 

p.54 
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{ ~ m.l 11!1m~ed him and won his fav2r. Immediately he provided her ll'.ith 
her beauty treatments and special food. He assi@ed to her seven maids 
selected from the kine-'s palace and moyed her and her maids into the 
best place in the harem. 

This young woman pleased him, and she found favor with him. He 
quickly provided her with her cosmetics and her rations; he also 
provided her with the seven special young women who were from the 
palace. He then transferred her and her young women to the best part 
of the harem. 

Hegai liked Esther and took a special interest in her. Right off he 
started her beauty treatments, ordered special food, assigned her seven 
personal maids from the palace, and put her and her maids in the best 
rooms in the harem. 

Esther immediately pleased Hegai, the eunuch ... and as a result was given a 
favorable position in the harem. He saw that she had beauty treatments 
.. . and special food, apparently food of a better-than-ordinary quality. 
Esther was even given seven maid s to serve her. The wait in the harem was 
at least 12 months ... so Esther must have appreciated her favored position. 

E«ther/T ketun Notl's Stuch#:! E,..tlwr 2. 1-2:3 doe 
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There are&wo THING~that are said about Esther righ t at t he beginning of 
this encounter with the arem of Xerxes. 

1. "THE GIRL PLEASED HIM"-that is Hegai-and 

2. "[SHE] WON HIS FAVOR." 

AR a result of those two things, he did some SPECIAL THINGS fo r her: 

1. "IMMEDIATELY HE PROVIDED HER WITH HER BEAUTY 
TREATMENTS," 

2. "HE PROVIDED HER WITH ... SPECIAL FOOD," 

3. "HE ASSIGNED TO HER SEVEN MAIDS SELECTED FROM 
THE KING'S PALACE," and 

4. "[HE] MOVED HER AND HER MAIDS INTO THE BEST PLACE 
JN THE HAREM." )) 1 t re.u -t "'-ous.....e__ 

~~----

Hegai must have discerned tha t Esther had the qualities that would plea e the 
king, for she "won his favor .' Immediately he began to provide her with beauty 
treatments and special food so that the required twelve months of preparation 
could be completed without delay. Esther apparently did not object to breaking 
the J ewish dietary laws. Hegai assigned seven maids from the king's palace to 
take care of her and transferred Esther and her maids to the best quarters of 
the harem. 
p.731 

-
. .. used only in Esther, have the more active sense of "winning" or "earning" 
favor, rather than the more passive sense of the idiom ... "to find / obtain favor." 
The observation is supported by the fact that in the three instances where 
Esther, following court protocol, prefaces her requests with the conditional use of 
the idiom (5:8; 7:3; 8:5), it is appropriately the more passive ... that is used. 
p.364 
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Of course, Esther had some natural assets in this pursuit. She was, to 
use the Hebrew idiom, "good in his sight," meaning physically attractive (Esth. 
2:9). This idiom underlines the fact that the whole empire runs on the 
superficialities of what may be seen, not the substance of who people are at the 
core of their being. It is the opposite of God's scale of values, which begins with 
the heart (1 Sam. 16:7). But Esther's competitors were good-looking as well; 
otherwise, they wouldn't have been drafted in the first place. 
p.22 

II. The overruling providence of God bringing Esther to be queen. She 
came it her turn, after several others, and it was found that Esther excelled 
them all. 
p. 506 

That she pleased Hegai points to God's providential control. 
p.557 

Hegai, keeper of the women, thought Esther looked like a winner, so he put her 
up front. It was a step forward in God's program. It was not an accident. 
God's providence was overruling in her life. 
p.554 

The maiden pleased him, and she obtained kingdom of him;] That is Hegai, 
who was much taken with her countenance, and her mien, and her sweet 
disposition (it is likely), and all other things, which he thought would make her 
acceptable to the king. 
p.688 
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obtained his favor: This phrase characterizes Esther's relationships with all 
who knew her, including the king (v. 17). Esther found favor with many, as is 
demonstrated throughout the chapter. The Hebrew word for favor is a term 
used regularly in the Bible to describe the character of God. This word may be 
translated "loyal love." The frequency of this concept with regard to Esther in 
this book may be a subtle way of suggesting the presence of the Lord without 
actually mentioning His name. 
p.606 
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G, li}estber had n2t o:vealed he[ nab2nalit~ .. and family ba.cki:x2un!!, because 
Mordecai ha d forbidden her to do so. 

Now Esther had not disclosed her people or her lineage, for Mordecai 
had instructed her not to do so. 

Esther didn't say anything about her family and racial background 
because Mordecai had told her not to. 

Esther kept her Jewish nationality a secret ... not telling Hegai, her 
maids, or anyone else because Mordecai had told her not to. From this and 
other statements in the book it is clear the author was making the point that 
God protected and used Esther and Mordecai in spite of the fact that they were 
not living according to the Law commanded by God to the people of Israel. By 
Law Esther was not to marry a pagan (Deut. 7:1-4) or have sexual relations 
with a man who was not her husband (Ex. 20:14), and yet this was the purpose 
of her being included in the harem. Esther could be contrasted with Daniel 
who refused to eat the things from the king's table (Dan. 1:5) because the food 
would include items considered unclean by the Jewish Law. Apparently 
Esther had no qualms about the food she ate (Es. 2:9). She certainly did not 
set herself apart as Daniel had done. 

Yerse 10 tells us that the REASON Esther had not revealed her nationality 
and family background is because: 

"MORDECAI HAD FORBIDDEN HER TO DO SO." 

This speaks volumes of Esther's comfort in being submissive and ohPdicnt to 
authority that is over h er. · - - ,_ 

Es1her.1T..ectun Not1>r;/Stuclv#2 Rstlwr 2.1-2.~.doe 
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Lenten Laughs: A Hypocritical Robber 

A priest was coming back to his rectory one evening in the dark when he was 
accosted by a robber who pulled a gun on him and demanded, ''Your money or 
your life!" 

As the priest reached his hand into his coat pocket, the robber saw his Roman 
collar and said: "I see you're a priest. Never mind, you can go." 

The priest, surprised at this unexpected show of piety, tried to reciprocate by 
offering the robber a candy bar that he remembered was in his pocket. 

The robber replied, "No thank you, Father. I don't eat candy during Lent." 

Harold A. Buetow, Embrace Your Renewal (Alba House, 2004) 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

When I Want to Keep My Feelings to Myself . .. 
I CHOOSE VULNERABILITY 

p. 110 

REVEALING OUR WEAKNESSES 

HELPS OTHERS FEEL CONNECTED TO US. 

FULLY UNDERSTANDING AND UNCONDITIONALLY 

LOVING US SHABBY HUMANS. 
JESUS SHOWS UP BEST IN OUR WEAKNESS. 

HE SHINES BRIGHTLY THROUGH THE CRACKS 
IN OUR FLA WED ARMOR. 
- BRENDA WAGGONER 

f<;,;ther 1 Rcture ~ote'l St ucly#:! Est hPr 2: 1-23 doc 
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God Himself, as a wall of fire round about them, their security 
forevermore; 

The incarnate Son, the divine channel by which God's fullness shall flow 
into them; 

The Holy Ghost, the Comforter, the divine agent by which that fullness 
shall be communicated. Thus made perfect in one, God Himself must fail 
before His children can fall, Christ's fullness must be exhausted before His 
members can fail. The Holy Spirit must be overcome before our happiness in 
God can be hindered, or the heart that trusts Him be disappointed, for we are 
made "perfect in one." 
pp. 419-20 

Possibly because of the hostile letter mentioned in Ezra 4:6 or the anti-Semitic 
sentiments of Haman and other like-minded people. 
p.557 

Although we are not told why Ester kept her lineage a secret, the intent of 
verse 10 is to portray her, not as scheming or deceitful, but, rather, as obedient 
to her surrogate father. Esther was not only beautiful, she was also a faithful 
and submissive daughter. 
p. 353 
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. 1 
\ y . 1 ~ Every day he walked back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to 
.-r find out how Esther was and what was happenin~ to her. 

And day after day Mordecai used to walk back and forth in front of the 
court of the harem in order to learn how Esther was doing and what 
might happen to her. 

Every day Mordecai strolled beside the court of the harem to find out 
how Esther was and get news of what she was doing. 

11. Mordecai's separation from Esther was complete; hence his concern 
to obtain news of her. How he did so is unimportant for the story, and is 
therefore left to the imagination, but servants love to prove that they are in the 
know. More significant is the affection which took him daily to the courtyard 
of her part of the palace, to glean information about her. 
p.67 

Once Esther was taken, Mordecai's body la nguage reflected his torment over 
her plight. Like a frantic parent whose young daughter is out well past curfew, 
he paced ou tside the harem courtyard day after day, dis tressed and desperate 
to hear word of Esther. 
p. 146 
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Mordecai walking daily before the court of the women's house, proves his great 
concern for his adopted daughter. 
p.92 

Ver. 11 also contains an additional notice, prefixed here to enable what follows 
to be rightly understood, and repeated in another connection ver. 19, and on 
several other occasions: Mordochai walked every day before the court or 
enclosure of the women's house, to know the welfare ( ... ) of Esther and what 
became of her ( . .. , properly, what was done to her). Hence Mordochai was in 
constant communication with Esther. How this communication was effected is 
not more particularly stated; probably by means of the maids appointed to wait 
on her. Jewish expositors are of opinion, that Mordochai held high office, and 
that having consequently free access to the royal palace, he could easily find 
the means of communicating with his relative. 
p. 337 

May I remind you of my definition of providence? Providence is the way 
God leads the man who will not be led. We see God beginning to move at this 
particular point. It is no accident that Esther is given the most prominent 
place and that she is shown every favor and given every consideration. There 
are no accidents with God. 
p.553 

Verse 11 te lls us t hat like an anxious pa rent, Mordecai: 

"WALKED BACK AND FORTH NEAR THE COURTYARD OF THE HAREM." 

Hu; REASON for doing this is "TO FIND OUT": 

1. "HOW ESTHER WAS" and 

2. "WHAT WAS HAPPENING TO HER." 

Ef;t hf'r/Lect urr ~otP /Stud' 1;!2 E"t hPr 2. 1-2.3 dor 
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His anxiety level ii.-; off the charts because he is not aware that.God is even 
working in this set of circumstances. 

casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you . 

Garrison Keillor on the Book of Acts 

In a 2007 edition of Newsweek magazine, author and radio personality 
Garrison Keillor was asked to choose what he considered to be the five most 
important books. Some readers were probably surprised to find that he ranked 
the Book of Acts at the top of his list. When describing the Book of Acts, 
Keillor offered this concise but potent summation: "The flames lit on their little 
heads and bravely and dangerously went they onward." 

Ted De Hass, Bedford, Iowa; source: Garrison Keillor, ''My Five Most Important Books, 11 

in the "Life in Books" section of Newsweek magazine (12-24-07), p. 17 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
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l- ' y . 12 Before a ~irl's turn came to ~o in to Kin~ Xerxes. she had to complete 
r ·b d £ h · ..._ __ _. twelve months of beauty treatments prescn e or t e women. six 

months with oil of myrrh and six with perfumes and cosmetics. 

At the end of the twelve months that were required for the women, when 
the turn of each young woman arrived to go to King Ahasuerus-for in 
this way they had to fulfill their time of cosmetic treatment: six months 
in oil of myrrh, and six months in perfume and various ointments used 
by women-

Each girl's turn came to go in to King Xerxes after she had completed 
the twelve months of prescribed beauty treatments-six months' 
treatment with oil of myrrh followed by six months with perfumes and 
various cosmetics. 

ESTHER CHOSEN TO BE QUEEN (2:12-20) 

Esther became extremely popular during her year of preparation for her night 
with the king. Each girl's beauty treatments were designed to enhance her 
attractiveness. Myrrh, a gum from a small tree, gives a fragrant smell. 

Ef:!ther/Leetun NotPs Stuck#:! Estlwr 2:1-2.'3 doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

72 

There were TWO MAJOR CONCERNS of Mordecai. The REASON that he 
was going back and forth every day was to sec: 

"how Esther was" a nd 

2. "what was h aQPening to her." 

I think verse 12 is probably the information which he gathered. That is: 

"BEFORE A GIRL'S TURN CAME TO GO IN TO KING XERXES, 
SHE HAD TO COMPLETE TWELVE MONTHS OF BEAUTY 
TREATMENTS." 

Thi. would help l\fordecai know what kind of a schedule she was on and then 
the things that are happening to her: 

"SIX MONTHS WITH OIL OF MYRRH AND SIX WITH PERFUMES 
AND COSMETICS." 

The farther away America gets from God the more counters we have in our 
department stores for beauty aids. Have you noticed that? And with the 
multiplicity of beautifying treatments, it is rather disappointing that we don't 
have more beauty than we do. 
p. 554 

Look at that~ It to.ok an ent~re year for them to prepare the 'e women to be 
presented to the kmg. Thats a lot of Oil of Olay and Lancome ladies and 
~~. ' 
p.35 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

73 

These verses describe the procedure by which the king was to make his 
selection of Vashti's successor. If a maid found no special favor with the king, 
she went to "the second harem," reserved for the king's concubines, and never 
again went to the king, unless summoned by name. 
p.659 
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Dove Soap Commercial on False Beauty I PreachingToday.com 
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I LLUSTRATION 

Dove Soap Commercial on False Beauty ~ Send to printer 

Topics: Beauty; Body, human; Carnality; Content ment; Coveting; Editor's Choice; Faultfinding; Flesh; Intimacy; 
Judging others; Perception; Perfection; Pop Culture; Satisfaction; Self-image; Self-worth; Sex; 
Television; Vanity; Women 

Filters : Pop Culture; Women; Youth & Children 

References: 1Samuel16:7 CI.J, 2 Samuel 11:2-5 CI.J, Proverbs 6:25 CI.J, Proverbs 31:30 CI.J, John 7:24 CI.J, 
Galatians 2:6 CI.J, 1 Peter 3:3-5 CI.J 

Tone: Neutral/Mixed 

Dove soap has released a series of commercials that question the beauty industry's relentless 
pursuit of the "perfect woman." 

In a commercial called "Evolution," a woman wearing no makeup walks to a chair and sits 
down. As the camera focuses on her face, we see a series of time-lapse pictures that show her 
"evolve" into a billboard model. 

First the make-up artists tone her skin to perfection. Then a horde of hairstylists surround her, 
transforming her straight, shoulder-length hair into a cascade of wind-blown, blond curls. 

After dozens of pictures are taken, one shot is chosen, and computer designers begin to 
manipulate it. They make her neck longer, her eyes bigger, and her cheeks thinner. After 
recoloring her to perfection, the final, "perfect" woman is posted on a billboard for beauty 
products. As the commercial comes to a close, these words silently appear on the screen: "No 
wonder our perception of beauty is distorted." 

The commercial can be viewed on YouTube.com or on Dove's promot ional website. 

811/ White, Paramount, California; sources: YouTube.com and campaignforrealbeauty.ca 

• back to top 
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© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
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• I 
\IY· 13 And this is how she would ~o to the kin~: Anythin~ she wanted was ej.yen 
L.- J h k' , 1 ~--- her to take with her from the harem to t em~ s pa ace. 

the woman would go to the king in the following way: Whatever she 
asked for would be provided for her to take with her from the harem to 
the royal palace. 

When it was time for the girl to go to the king, she was given whatever 
she wanted to take with her when she left the harem for the king's 
quarters. 

When each candidate was ready to be presented to the king, whatever she 
desired to take with her from the harem to his palace was given to her (i.e., 
jewels, clothing, etc.). 
p.731 
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[ v. l~n the evgning she would i:o thgre and in the mQrning return to anQthgr 
part of the harem to the care of Shaashgaz. the king's eunuch who was 
in charge of the concubines. She would not return to the king unless he 
was pleased with her and summoned her by name. 

In the evening she went, and in the morning she returned to a separate 
part of the harem, to the authority of Shaashgaz the king's eunuch who 
was overseeing the concubines. She would not go back to the king 
unless the king was pleased with her and she was requested by name. 

She would go there in the evening; in the morning she would return to a 
second harem overseen by Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch in charge of the 
concubines. She never again went back to the king unless the king took 
a special liking to her and asked for her by name. 

Esther was not in a beauty contest simply to win the king's affections; 
the women were being prepared to have sexual relations with the king. This 
is suggested by the words in the evening she would go there and in the 
morning return. After that they would be transferred to another harem, 
under Shaash gaz, which consisted of the concubines. Most of the women 
were relegated to living the rest of their lives in the harem of the concubines, 
many probably never again seeing the king. When Esther went to the king 
she followed the instructions of Hegai the eunuch. 

EsthPrll..erturP >Joti>,../Study#2 t•:sthi>r :.!·J-2.tiluc 
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Here in verse 14 you have the FULL DESCRIPTION of wh at wa. going to take 
place during the encounter with King Xerxes: 

1. "IN THE EVENING SHE WOULD GO THERE" and 

2. "IN THE MORNING RETURN TO ANOTHER PART OF THE 
HAREM TO THE CARE OF SHAASHGAZ, THE KING'S 
EUNUCH WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE CONCUBINES." 

~re then have the TWO-FOLD sad consequences to the whole sit uat ion. 
"She would not return to the king unless": 

1. "HE WAS PLEASED WITH HER" a nd 

2. "HE ... SUMMONED HER BY NAME." 

Xerxes' abuse of power is evident in the demise of so many innocent women for 
his physical pleasure. Even today those who have no fear of God sometimes 
can satisfy their desires without limit.12 

12The psalmist said we are not to fret about this (Ps 37:1); though troubled, he 
confessed, "I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny" (Ps 73: 17). 
p .318 

F,,..1 her/I.Rel u re .:'\'orc-s/St 11dy#2 - E"t hf I' 2· J -2.1.clcw 
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[Y. lD:Whfll thf tw:n ~lllllf fat E~th!lt ilhf i:id M2tdfcai had ad21Md. thf 
daughter of his uncle AbihaiD to go to the king. she asked for nothing 
other than what Hegai. the king's eunuch who was in charge of the 
harem. suggested. And Esther won the favor ofeyeryone who saw her. 

When it became the turn of Esther daughter of Abihail the uncle of 
Mordecai (who had raised her as if she were his own daughter) to go to 
the king, she did not request any thing except for what Hegai the king's 
eunuch, who was overseer of the women, had recommended. Yet Esther 
met with the approval of all who saw her. 

When it was Esther's turn to go to the king (Esther the daughter of 
Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had adopted her as his daughter) , 
she asked for nothing other than what Hegai, the king's eunuch in 
charge of the harem, had recommended. Esther, just as she was, won 
the admiration of everyone who saw her. 

Esther is made even more beautiful than she is by her attitude toward 
authority. She has been sweetly submissive to Mordecai in all of the things 
that he asked of her. Now the same thing is true during this year that she has 
been with Hegai, the king's eunuch who was in charge of the harem. Esther 
just listened to what he suggested and she did exactly what he had shared with 
her. 

Our ver8e conclude8: 

"AND ESTHER WON THE FAVOR OF EVERYONE WHO SAW HER." 

The simplicity of her NATURAL BEAUTY was able to shine through in this 
special young lady. 

E;;ther/Lecture Notes Studv#2 - Esther 2 1-23.doc 
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... And Esther won the favor of everyone who saw her. This young 
Jewish girl is obedient to her foster father and submissive to her Persian 
caretaker. She wins favor not by threatening the structures of leadership (as 
Vashti had), but by compliance, by listening to and pleasing those under whose 
care she finds herself. However, the word "won" is a subtle hint that Esther is 
more independent than she might appear to be 
p.208 

After her twelve months of beauty treatments, Esther's turn with the 
king came. She "was taken" to Xerxes in the tenth month in the seventh year 
of his reign (December 479/January 478 B.C.), four years after Vashti had been 
deposed. The passive voice used here suggests not so much that she was 
unwilling to go to the king, but that in any case it was beyond her control. The 
text says nothing of how she felt about her situation. 
pp. 110-11 

When Esther's turn came to go in unto the king, she required nothing (to take 
with her, see ver. 13) but what Hegai the king's chamberlain appointed (hence 
was not concerned to please the king by special adornment), and she obtained 
favour in the sight of all them that looked upon her, namely, by her modesty 
and humility. 
p .339 

Against this background, Esther's turn came. Unlike those who had gone 
before, Esther asked for nothing other than what Hegai ... suggested. 
She maintained a sense of modesty and propriety by refusing to mimic Gentile 
habits. She continued her submission to those over her , relying on the 
knowledge and guidance of Hegai. In addition, the author suggests that 
Esther went to the king in understated simplicity, allowing her natural beauty 
and gentle manner to commend her. 
p.298 

E"ther/Lecture ~ote-./Stu<h#2 E><ther 2:1-2:1.do<' 
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2:15 Again we see the providence of God at work. Esther found favor 
with everyone she encountered. Here we learn her father's name, Abihail 
(2:7). 
p.607 

When it was time for her to appear before the king, Esther took only what 
"Hegai, the king's eunuch, the custodian of the women, advised." Presumably 
he knew what would please the king. Once again we see Esther acting wisely 
as she trusts her adviser-this time, Hegai. Now Esther "obtained favor in the 
sight of all who saw her." While this phrase might imply that "her modesty 
and humility" earned favor, it probably testifies instead to her outstanding 
physical beauty. 
p. 354 

It's worth noting that Esther put herself into the hands of Hegai and did 
what she was told to do. Hegai knew what the king liked, and, being partial to 
Esther, he attired her accordingly. Because she possessed such great beauty 
"in form and features" (Es. 2:7, NIV), Esther didn't require the "extras" that the 
other women needed. (See 1 Peter 3:1-6.) 
p. 714 
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{jl. 'iiP:he wa§ taken to Kini: Xerxes in the rQYal residence in the ti:nth month, 
the month of Tebeth. in the seyenth year of his reign. 

Then Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus at his royal residence in the 
tenth month (that is, the month of Te beth) in the seventh year of his 
reign. 

She was taken to King Xerxes in the royal palace in the tenth month, 
the month of Te beth, in the seventh year of the king's reign. 

The time has come fo Esther to be taken to King Xerxes in the royal residence. 
It happened: 

"IN THE TENTH MONTH, THE MONTH OF TEBETH, IN THE 
SEVENTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN." 

We understand that the circumstances surrounding Vashti took place the third 
year into his reign, which was 483 B.C. Now it's 4 years later: 

"THE TENTH MONTH ... IN THE SEVENTH YEAR-: t-:-47_9_ B _ __ c_l 

Esther was taken to King Xerxes in 4 79 B.C. , his seventh year, the 10th 
month (Tebeth was the Babylonian name for ecember-January). 

Est her 'T ,pcture N'otes/8t1uh:tt2 !•:st lw1· 2.1 z:~ .doc 
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Esther became the principal wife of the king four years after Vashti was 
divorced. This period harmonizes with what we know from other historical 
accounts of the period. The account suggests that Ahasuerus (Xerxes) sought 
solace in his harem after his military trouncing in his disastrous campaign in 
Greece, a story is told by the Greek historian Herodotus. 
p.607 

Xerxes reign i f-' from 486-465 B.C., which is a total of WENTY-ONE YEARS. 
The experience with sther occurred in his seventh year of his reign . HP still 
has FOURTEEN YEARS REMAINING BEFORE HIS ASSASSINATION . .----

Eblhl""r Lectun NotPS 8tu1h~:! - Esther 2 1-2::1 doc 
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82 ., 
v. 17 N w the kin Esther more than t an f th o h r 

women. and she won his favor and approval more than any of the other 
vir~ns. So he set a royal crown on her head and made her queen 
mstead of Vashti. 

And the king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she met 
with his loving approval more than all the other young women. So he 
placed the royal high turban on her head and appointed her queen in 
place of Vashti. 

The king fell in love with Esther far mor e than with any of his other 
women or any of the other virgins-he was totally smitten by her. He 
placed a royal crown on her head and made her queen in place of Vashti. 

The king was attracted to Esther and therefore made her queen in place 
of Vashti. 
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Our tPxt tells us that King XPrxes was attracted to Esther in a very intPnsp 
way. "MORE THAN TO ANY OF THE OTHER WOMEN" who had proccecle 
her time with the king. 

Our verse continues to tell us: 

1. "SHE WON HIS FAVOR" and 

2. "SHE WON HIS ... APPROVAL MORE THAN ANY OF THE 
OTHER VIRGINS." 

The RESULT of that happening iR in the remainder of the verse: 

I. "HE SET A ROYAL CROWN ON HER HEAD" and 

2. "HE ... MADE HER QUEEN INSTEAD OF VASHTI." 

After seeing Esther the king had no desire to continue the search for a queen. 
p.732 

In this key verse in the narrative, Esther became queen instead of Vashti. The 
future of the story depends on this event. The sudden decision on the part of 
Xerxes reveals that he was overwhelmed by the sight of Esther. Readers can 
only imagine. Such beauty can only be made manifest through the presence of 
God. Such an overwhelmed king probably reflects t hat as h e had done wit h 
Pharaoh and Cyrus, God had influenced this foreign king as well. 
pp. 318-19 

E,_t her/I A>ct urt> :-:ote'> .Stud\'#2 - E--t her 2· 1-2 J.doc 
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-
... "and the king loved Esther more than all the women." The use of the word 
... "loved," here is doubtless intended to contrast with the king's "taking 
pleasure" ... in the other women (v 14), and so goes beyond liking" (Fox, 37). 
Nevertheless, it expresses neither the deep emotional bonds nor the romantic 
feelings that are usually associated with the English term. Indeed, given the 
criteria on which the king's choice of the woman to replace Vashti is based, 
namely, her beauty and her ability to please the king sexually ... it is 
doubtless true that Ahasuerus' feelings for Esther "could hardly amount to 
more than pride of possession plus sexual arousal" (Fox, 38). 
p.366 

Who would have thought that a Jewess, a captive, an orphan, was born to be a 
queen, an empress! The king's chamberlain hounoured her (vs.9), and was ready 
to serve her. The king himself fell in love with her. The more natural beauty is 
the more agreeable. The king loved Esther above all the women, v. 17. 
p.506 

On verse 17, 18. It is quite possible that Ahasuerus did not clearly know 
why Esther was preferred before her heathen virgin competitors, and what he 
was pleased with in her, why he crowned her as his queen. Still we can readily 
discover in his demeanor an indication that heathenism is always desirous, 
even when it has tasted to the full all that it can procure for its own enjoyment, 
to obtain something different and higher. Certain it is that these higher needs, 
which could be satisfied with nothing low, and which exhibited a higher 
receptivity, should arrive at this point. It was meet also that the heathen 
should see the fact fulfilled, that they themselves, their heathen kings and 
princes must pay homage to the people of the Lord, as to a queen who above all 
is worthy to be placed upon the throne, and to impart to the world her laws and 
ordinances ... 
p.47 
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. Esther, Mordecai's adopted daughter, became queen by winning a Miss 
Persia contest. In one day she went from obscurity to royalty, and in more 
ways than one she reminds you of you. Both of you are residents of the palace: 
Esther, the bride of Xerxes and you, the bride of Christ. Both of you have 
access to the throne of the king, and you both have a counselor to guide and 
teach you. Your counselor is the Holy Spirit. Esther's counselor was Mordecai. 
p. 146 

How did she become the winner? Was it by accident or chance? I don't 
think so. Her selection was by the providence of Almighty God. 
p. 555 

Frankly, I'm convinced that Esther went into the king without fear 
because she had no driving ambition to be queen. Her life did not revolve 
around her physical appearance or making a king happy. She was there for 
one reason: because she knew that the hand of God was on her life, and 
through circumstances and Mordecai's wisdom, she had been brought to this 
place for a reason. To use one of my favorite expressions, she had her stuff 
together. She knew where she was coming from. She knew who she was. She 
knew what she believed. And she knew that God's hand was on her life. If it 
was His pleasure that she be here, if it was part of His plan, then she would 
willingly accept it. If not, she would willingly relinquish it. She was modest 
about her own person, and she was authentic. 
p.49 

Esther/L:>ctm·e :'\ote-. Study#2 l•,-.ther ~ 1-~3.doc 
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The king personally crowned Esther and named her the new queen of 
the empire. Then he summoned his officials and hosted a great banquet. (This 
is the fourth banquet in the book. The Persian kings used every opportunity to 
celebrate!) But the king's generosity even touched the common people, for he 
proclaimed a national holiday throughout his realm and distributed gifts to the 
people. This holiday may have been similar to the Hebrew "Year of Jubilee." 
It's likely that taxes were canceled, servants set free , and workers given a 
vacation from their jobs. Ahasuerus wanted everybody to feel good about his 
new queen. 
p.714 

Their situation was so clearly defined in the Scriptures that there was no 
ambiguity about what they should do. Too often the response was the same: 
"I need to pray about it." 

A young follower of Christ in a destructive dating relationship is 
unwilling to end it even when she knows she should not be involved with 
someone who has not embraced the values and heart of God. 

A husband whose business "belongs to God" is working virtually 24/7 
while his marriage is falling apart and his children are going astray. 

A deacon or financial chairman begins coalescing a mob of inactive 
members from his church in order to fire their new pastor. 

A young couple living together are convinced that being in love overrides 
the biblical call not to have sex until after they're married. 

It may be hard to believe, but in these circumstances and many others, 
the response of people who consider themselves sincere Christians is, "I need to 
pray about it." 
p.216 

E:-t herll.Rctun• '.'\otps/Study#:! EstllPl" 2: 1 23 doc 
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John Stott wrote, "For the essence of sin is man substituting himself for 
God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting himself for man.=--"~1 ~ 

4. John R. Stott, Romans: God's Great News for the World (Downers Grove, Ill.: 
InterVarsity Press, 1994), 160. 

p.65 

Woman Sells Her Virg inity at Auctio 

Natalie, a 22-year-old woman from San Diego, California, has decided to ay 
for her Masters egree by selling something that is precious and belongs only 
to her: er virginfty. She got the idea from her sister, who was able to save up 
enough money for her own degree by working as a prostitute for three weeks. 

Natalie realizes that the idea may seem appalling to some but she is 
unconcerned: "I know that a lot of people will condemn me for this because ifs 
so ta oo, but I really don't have a problem with that." Sadly, the degree 
Natalie would like to earn with the money is in Marriage and Family 
Counseling. 

Even more sadly, her offer has been met with wide appeal by a variety of men. 
In fact, over 10,000 men responded to the auction, with the highest bidder 
offering more than 3. 7 million dollars. 

That kind of massive response was a surprise even to Natalie. She imid, ''It's 
shocking that men will pay so much for someone's virginity, which isn't even 
pTized so highly anymore." 

"Student Auctions off Virginity for Offers of More Than £2. 5 Million," U .K. Daily Telegraph 
(01I12 I 09); submitted by Sam O'Neal, Geneva, fllinois 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
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He does not speak with a voice like thunder-His voice is so gentle that it is 
easy for us to ignore. And the only thing that keeps our conscience sensitive to 
Him is the habit of being open to God on the inside. When you begin to debate, 
stop immediately. Don't ask, "Why can't I do this? You are on the wrong track. 
There is no debating possible once your conscience speaks. Whatever it is
drop it, and see that you keep your inner vision clear. 
(May 13) 

First, those who have their heaven in this life: 'Thou that art given to 
pleasure' (Isa. 47:8). Epicures swim in sensual delights; they would rather 
displease God than deny the flesh. These shall take up their quarters in hell. 
p.57 

E,,1 herlIRcture ~otes ~tu<ly#!! E"ther 2 1-:.!3.doc 
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l y. 1¥ nd the kine: e;ave a i:reat ban11.uet. E~ther's bangl!e1. f2r all _his n2!.M~ 
and officials. He proclaimed a holiday throu~hout the provmces and 
distributed ~fts with royal liberality. 

Then the king prepared a large banquet for all his officials and his 
servants-it was actually Esther's banquet. He also set aside a holiday 
for the provinces, and he provided for offerings at the king's expense. 

Then the king gave a great banquet for all his nobles and officials
"Esther's Banquet." He proclaimed a holiday for all the provinces and 
handed out gifts with royal generosity. 

Then a big banquet was prepared and he proclaimed a holiday and gave 
away many gifts. 

E-;ther/l.A'cture Xotes .Studv#:? l~sther:? 1-2 J doc 
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Back in verse 1 7 we arc informed that: 

"the king was attracted to Esther" and 

"she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins." 

As a result of that, Xerxes does~IVE THINGS: ) 

Q "he set a royal crown on her head," 

<1) 
(Y 

"he ... made her queen instead of Vashti," 

"[HE] GAVE A GREAT BANQUET, ESTHER'S BANQUET FOR 
ALL HIS NOBLES AND OFFICIALS," 

"HE PROCLAIMED A HOLIDAY THROUGHOUT THE 
PROVINCES," and 

"HE ... DISTRIBUTED GIFTS WITH ROYAL LIBERALITY." 

A great wedding feast was given by the king for all his nobles and officials. As 
a generous gesture to mark the occasion, he proclaimed a holiday, i.e., a release 
from work, throughout the provinces. He distributed "gifts" liberally, as 
befitted such a monarch. 
p. 732 

Warned by Mordecai to conceal her J ewish identity, she managed to elude 
detection and won high marks from everyone inside the palace because she was 
so pleasing. Hegai, the king's eunich who supervised the women's care, picked 
her out from all the other girls as the favorite and tool extra measures to 
promote her candidacy. She complied with everything he said. When her t urn 
came for a one-night stand with Xerxes, she delighted the king more than all 
the other virgins, won his heart, and walked away with Vashti's crown. Esther 
was beautiful a nd pleasing, and she was losing her way. In all her splendor, 
the beautiful queen was being lulled to s leep. 
p. 146 
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To celebrate Esther's elevation to the crown, the king made a great feast, called 
Esther's feast, to all his princes and servants, and granted release to the 
provinces. The verbale Hiph . ... is translated in the LXX .... , Vulg. requies, 
and understood either of a remission of taxes or a remission of labour, a 
holiday. Although the Chald. understands it of a remission of taxes, yet the 
use of the verb . .. rather favours the latter meaning, viz. the appointment of a 
holiday, on which there would be a resting from labour. Finally, he gave gifts 
with royal munificence ... 
p.339 

Xerxes not only chose Esther and set the royal crown upon her head, but 
gave a great banquet in Esther's honor and made a release ... "a causing to 
rest"), perhaps freedom from taxation and military service, as the False 
Smerdis did for a period of three years when he ascended the throne 
(Herodotus History 3. 67). The king also gave gifts ("portions"; cf. Jer. 40:5). 
p.659 
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E· i9}h~n tM, viu:ins wer~ assembled a seoond time, Mordecai was sitting al 
the km~ s ~ate . 

Mordecai Learns of a Plot against the King 

Now when the young women were being gathered again, Mordecai was 
sitting at the king's gate. 

On one of the occasions when the virgins were being gathered together, 
Mordecai was sitting at the King's Gate. 

Verse 19 contains two phrases that have caused much discussion. The first 
says "the virgins were assembled a second time." Some scholars think it is a 
flashback to a time before Esther was chosen queen. But Keil correctly 
maintains that it can only mean a second gathering of virgins after Esther was 
made queen.1 Gordis agrees and says: "In view of the context which describes 
Esther's coronation, we suggest that the verse refers to a second procession of 
t he unsuccessful contestants, whose undeniable ch arms served to set off in 
more striking rnlief Esther's beauty."2 

1C.F. Keil, Esther, Commentary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1980), 
341. 

2R. Gordis, "Studies in the Esther Narrative," JBL 95/1 (1976): 47. 
p.321 
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-
Th?ugh it leaves much to be supplied from the context, we interpret the clause 
as it stands to be a further sarcastic depiction of king and court by implying 
that the king continued his gathering of concubines even after the choice of 
queen had been made. 
p.372 

"And when the virgins were gathered together the second time." Jewish 
expositors have explained this as meaning a conspiracy, that the enemies of 
the new Queen had collected more virgins so that in some way Esther might be 
eclipsed and placed into the background. It is claimed by others that the words 
"the second time" should be omitted from the text as there is some doubt about 
them. If this is done the statement would then refer to the gathering of the 
virgins mentioned in the eighth verse of the chapter. But the suggestion that 
the second gathering was an act of conspiracy might be the true meaning; it 
would show the purpose of the unseen enemy and it also explains the 
watchfulness of Mordecai. 
p.93 

Perhaps the king intended to add the second best to his concubine collection. 
p. 557 

The second "gathering of the virgins" mentioned in verse 19 probably means 
that the king's officers continued to gather beautiful girls for his harem, for 
Ahasuerus wasn't likely to become a monogamist and spend the rest of his life 
with Esther alone. Those who hold that this entire occasion was a "beauty 
contest" see this second gathering as a farewell to the "candidates" who never 
got to see the king. They were thanked and sent home. I prefer the first 
interpretation. Queen or no queen, a man like Ahasuerus wasn't about to 
release a group of beautiful virgins from his palace! 
p.714 
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b::2~But Esther had kept sewt her family backlmlund and nationality jyst as 
Mordecai had told her to do. for she contmued to follow Mordecai's 
instructions as she had done when he was brin~in~ her up. 

Esther was still not divulging her lineage or her people, just as Mordecai 
had instructed her. Esther continued to do whatever Mordecai said, just 
as she had done when he was raising her. 

All this time, Esther had kept her family background and race a secret 
as Mordecai had ordered; Esther still did what Mordecai told her, just as 
when she was being raised by him. 

"'\"'"cr se 20 TAKES US BACK t o verRe 10 in this ch apter: 

"Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, 
because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so." 

Now. even in this new relationship and all that h as happened, Es ther 
continued to keep "SECRET HER FAMILY BACKGROUND AND 
NATIONALITY JUST AS MORDECAI HAD TOLD HER TO DO, FOR SHE 
CONTINUED TO FOLLOW MORDECAI'S INSTRUCTIONS AS SHE HAD 
DONE WHEN HE WAS BRINGING HER UP." 

Throughout all this, Esther had still not revealed that she belonged to the 
Jewish nation ... Apparently there was a gathering of another harem of 
virgins during the time Mordecai was ... at the king's gate ... His being 
at the king's gate probably meant that Mordecai held an official position in the 
empire's judicial system. His position thus helped set the stage for the 
following events. This fact about Mordecai shows how he could have uncovered 
an assassination plot and how a feud started that threatened the entire Jewish 
nation. 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

95 

A twenty-three-year-old woman doing graduate work at the University of Paris 
wrote the following: 

p.48 

To me a Christian is either a man who lives in Christ 
or a phony. You Christians do not appreciate that it is 
on this- the almost external testimony that you give 
of God- that we judge you. You ought to radiate Christ. 
Your faith ought to flow out to us like a river of life. You 
ought to infect us with a love for him. It is then that 
God who was impossible becomes possible for the atheist 
and for those of us whose faith is wavering. We cannot 
help being struck, upset, and confused by a Christian 
who is truly Christlike. And we do not forgive him when 
he fails to be. 

I am convinced that God longs to put His fingerprint in our lives, to ac on our 
behalf and surprise us with His magnificence. I am equally convinced that 
most of the time we do not give God a context in which to do this. 

p.82 

The right instrument in the wrong place is a terrible tragedy. 

p. 190 
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ROLE MODELS 

During a summer of international sports scandals involving gambling 
and substance abuse, two athletes were applauded for their character as much 
as their professional accomplishments. A record crowd of 75,000 cheered Cal 
Ripken Jr. and Tony Gwynn during their 2007 induction into the National 
Baseball Hall of Fa me. "Whether we like it or not," Ripken said, "as big 
leaguers, we are role models. The only question is, will it be positive or will it 
be negative?" 

Gwynn echoed the sentiment: "There's more than just playing the game 
of baseball .... You're responsible, you've got to make good decisions and show 
people how things are supposed to be done." 

Every day, people are watching us. As followers of Christ, we are guided 
by Paul's challenge to "become blameless and harmless, children of God 
without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom 
you shine as lights in the world" (Phil. 2:15). 

Compromise causes others to become disillusioned, while character 
fosters hope. As the life of our Savior flows out from us, we can encourage 
others and point them to Him. 

What kind of role model will we be for someone watching today? 
David C. McCasland 

Guard well your life, to the Savior be true; 
Many are watching each deed that you do; 
Hence if you stumble and fall in deep sin, 

It will prove harder lost souls here to win. -Bosch 
The best role models model Christ. 
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The only thing that truly provides protection is the redemption of Jesus 
Christ. If I will simply hand myself over to Him, I will never have to 
experience the terrible possibilities that lie within my heart. Purity is 
something far too deep for me to arrive at naturally. But when the Holy Spiri 
comes into me. He brings into the center of my personal life the very Spirit that 
was exhibited in the life of Jesus Christ, namely, the Holy Spirit, which is 
absolutely unblemished purity. 
(July 26) 
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T:J Durin~ the time Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate. Bigthana and 
~ Ieresh. two of the kin~'s officers who ~uarded the doorway. became 

angry and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 

~e /a.. J S~y fl//f:;:.;:;_5 lb--•.:,F oms 

3noe> . }l:la.s -r .kcK oac:.¥.s. 
Q..0--rr'f I >t I T 
~ Mlf.qf d e./-e.c:Arr-r:. 

In those days while Mordecai was sit'tfn'g at the king's gate, Bigthan and 
Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs who protected the entrance, got angry 
and plotted to assassinate King Ahasuerus. 

On this day, with Mordecai sitting at the King's Gate, Bigthana and 
Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs who guarded the entrance, had it in 
for the king and were making plans to kill King Xerxes. 

Again a reference to Mordecai's position at the king's gate ... as a judiciary 
official points to God's sovereign control over these events. Learning about a 
plot by Bigthana and Teresh, royal guards, to assassinate the king, 
Mordecai told Queen Esther, who reported this to the king. 

From verse 21 we learn that "BIGTHANA AND TERESH, TWO OF THE 
KING'S OFFICERS WHO GUARDED THE DOORWAY'' did TWO THINGS: 

1. "[THEY] BECAME ANGRY'' and 

2. "[THEY] CONSPIRED TO ASSASSINATE KING XERXES." 

Vastt Tl · -+ £ s-l-Cie v 
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During the time he was sitting at the king's gate, Mordecai either overheard or 
was informed about a plot to kill Xerxes by two of the king's officers, Bigthana 
and Teresh (cf. 6:2). They were eunuchs, guards of the door-i.e. , men who 
protected the king's private apartment-who had become angry with Xerxes. 
Mordecai got word to Esther about the plot; and she relayed the information to 
the king, giving credit to Mordecai, without mentioning their relationship. 
Plots against Persian monarchs were not uncommon. Xerxes was in fact 
assassinated in his bedroom in a similar situation in 465 B.C. in a conspiracy 
led by his chiliarch Artabanus. 
p.732 

This good service which Mordecai did to the government, in discovering 
a plot against the life of the king, is here recorded, because the mention of it 
will again occur to his advantage. 
p.506 

This secret conspiracy against the king's life probably arose out of revenge for 
the divorce of Vashti, in whose interest, and at whose instigation, these 
eunuchs may have acted. Through the vigilance of Mordecai, whose fidelity, 
however, passed unnoticed, the design was frustrated, while the conspirators 
were condemned to be executed and as the matter was recorded in the court 
annals, it became the occasion afterwards of Mordecai's preferment to the place 
of power and influence for which, in furtherance of the national interests of the 
Jews, divine providence intended him. 
p.356 
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2. Nothing justifies us in assuming that Mordecai r eported those 
conspirators because of selfish reasons, or in order to gain distinction and 
merit, or because Ahasuerus as the husband of Esther was nearly related to 
himself. Besides being an indication, it may be an expression of shrewdness, of 
his sense of duty. 
p.47 

the king's gate. This indicates the strong possibility that Mordecai held a 
position of prominence (cf. 3:2; Dan. 2:49). became furious. Perhaps in 
revenge over the loss of Vashti. 
p.557 

"In those days." In what days? In days when the king and the people 
were banqueting and rejoicing, when everybody seemed so satisfied and 
pleased and at peace with one another. 

Isn't that the way it is? I mean, why couldn't these two guards have just 
forgiven the king? Why couldn't they have shrugged off the fact that he did 
something or said something that ticked them off? Why couldn't Bigthan have 
said to Teresh, "Hey, don't let it bother you. The guy's got a lot on his mind." 
Whatever it was, it wasn't worth a conspiracy. And it certainly wasn't worth a 
planned assassination. But that's the way evil is. When an offense isn't 
checked, it grows into anger. And when anger is allowed to fester , it leads to 
rage and sometimes to murder. When those kinds of things poison our minds, 
they can make us into people bent on conspiracy. 
p.60 

As one of the royal gatekeepers (cf. 2:11; 5:13), Mordecai had every opportunity 
to overhear conspiracies. The motive for this scheme to assassinate Xerxes is 
not given in the Masoretic text, but Xerxes was ultimately murdered by 
Artabanus, captain of the guard, and Mithridates, a eunuch. 
pp. 650-60 
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Ahasuerus enjoyed almost unlimited authority, wealth, and pleasure. He was 
insulated from the everyday problems of life (Es. 4:1- 4); but this didn't 
guarantee his personal safety. It was still possible for people to plot against 
the king and threaten his life. In fact, fourteen years later, Ahasuerus was 
assassinated! 
p.91 

It's possible that this assassination attempt was connected with the 
crowning of the new queen and that Vashti's supporters in the palace resented 
what Ahasuerus had done. Or perhaps these two men hated Esther because 
she was an outsider. Although it wasn't consistently obeyed, tradition said 
that Persian kings should select their wives from women within the seven 
noble families of the land. These conspirators may have been traditionalists 
who didn't want a "commoner" on the throne. 
p.715 
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l~· ~Byt Mordecai foynd 9ut all2ut th_e plot and t2ld Qyeen E§ther, wb2 in 
turn reported it to the kme-. e-ivm e- credit to Mordecai. 

When Mordecai learned of the conspiracy, he informed Queen Esther, 
and Esther told the king in Mordecai's behalf. 

But Mordecai learned of the plot and told Queen Esther, who then told 
King Xerxes, giving credit to Mordecai. 

God in His providence enabled Mordecai to hear about the plot and 
notify Queen Esther. When Esther told the king, she gave Mordecai the credit 
for uncovering the conspiracy; and this meant that his name was written into 
the official chronicle. This fact will play an important part in the drama four 
years later (6:1ff). 
p.91 

Our verse tells us that "MORDECAI FOUND OUT ABOUT THE PLOT AND 
TOLD QUEEN ESTHER, WHO IN TURN REPORTED IT TO THE KING, 
GIVING CREDIT TO MORDECAI" for what he had found. 

l~sther Lecture ::'\ote-. Studv#2 E~ther 2 1-21.clor 
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~; ~nd when th~ r~port wa~ investiirated am! found 12 be 1ru~ .• the lwo L ... ___ ~ ----- officials were hanged on a gallows. All this was recorded m the book of 

the annals in the presence of the king. (0 /l)o Re CO'f /J; .;,en,. 
J1fe N~o-vi wl-Uk. h (!)us-e.Sleh"oYjbJ 6) J ~e-ph '1- C.«p heay--er 

cg Gcd & " ~' "n<J 

The king then had the matter investigated and, finding it to be so, had 
the two conspirators hanged on a gallows. It was then recorded in the 
daily chronicles in the king's presence. 

When the thing was investigated and confirmed as true, the two men 
were hanged on a gallows. This was all written down in a logbook kept 
for the king's use. 

She gave credit to Mordecai for uncovering the scheme. The two men 
involved in the plot were hanged on a gallows ... Rather than being hanged 
by the neck on a modern-type gallows, the men were probably impaled on a 
stake or post ... This was not an unusual method of execution in the Persian 
Empire . Darius, Xerxes' father, was known to have once impaled 3,000 men. 
A record of this assassination attempt was written in the annals, the official 
royal record ... 

Many monarchs have died at the hands of their own servants, including 
eventually Ahasuerus. By making known to Esther what was afoot, Mordecai 
saved the life of the king, who, like the butler in Genesis 40:23, promptly forgot 
the man who befriended him. The culprits were duly hanged and the incident 
was recorded in the Court Chronicles of Persia, but Mordecai was not even 
thanked for his trouble. 
p. 71 

EAther/Lectu rt' 0-'ot('~/St udy#:2 f:,..t hp1· :2· 1-23.doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

104 

For the next five years, Queen Esther was the perfect woman-the 
fairest in the land, dutifully complying with the wishes of her husband and 
king and never making waves. Remarkably, she even managed faithfully to 
follow instructions that came from Mordecai, her father figure , who kept an eye 
on things from the sidelines. This fragile arrangement was bound to collapse 
and did-in a single day. But instead of destroying Esther's life or getting her 
in trouble, the crisis shook her awake and proved to be the making of her. 
pp. 146-7 

When a newspaper posed the question, "What's Wrong with the World?" 
the Catholic thinker G.K. Chesterton reputedly wrote a brief letter in response: 
"Dear Sirs: I am. Sincerely Yours, G.K. Chesterton." That is the attitude of 
someone who has grasped the message of Jesus. 
p.46 
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JDl~ 
CONCLUSION: -------
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 

LESSON #1: When wine and emotions are involved, you are vulnerable to 
make some pretty dumb decisions. 

LESSON #2: "Alcohol and prostitution have robbed my people of their brains" 
(Hosea 4:11 NLT). 

LESSON #3: "This you know, my beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick 
to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not 
achieve the righteousness of God" (James 1:19-20 NASB). 

LESSON #4: The five-point proposal of the king's personal attendants 
appealed to the king and he followed it. 

LESSON #5: The providence of God throughout this chapter is so obvious in 
the way things are beginning to work out. People are being put in place 
for what the Lord wants to accomplish. 

Larson & Dahlen have these principles and applications to the passage: 

LESSON #6: God uses the ungodly to accomplish his purposes. 

LESSON #7: Submission to authority is valued by God. 

LESSON #8: God is always present and at work, even when circumstances 
seem discouraging or confusing. 

LESSON #9: God's primary concern and hardest work focus on transforming 
the inner nature of people. 

E-.:t hertLel't u n Not1->sfSt udy#:! E"t i. .. r 2: 1-23.dor 
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LESSON #10: Our times are in God hands. 

They apply the truth of these lessons in the following way: 

APPLICATIONS 
• Focus your energy and attention on your inner nature so that you grow 

in godliness. 

• Place your confidence in God's revelation of his love, grace, mercy, 
justice, and care. 

• Make God's glory your daily goal. Then, no matter what happens, you 
will be at peace, resting in his sovereignty. 

• Everyone is under someone's authority. Learn to submit youi·self to 
those over you. 
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Esther has been introduced as the new queen, and Mordecai has a place 
of high standing in the gate. Vashti has exited almost as fast as she entered, 
yet she will be remembered throughout because any reference to Esther as 
queen will make us recall whose place she took. Xerxes is consumed with 
power yet powerless as sovereign events unfold. 
p.323 

Compared with other young Israelites-Joseph in Egypt or Daniel in 
Babylon-Esther (along with Mordecai) was a compromiser. She didn't display 
the same passionate loyalty to God or to his people that drove the actions and 
flooded the prayers of these steadfast youths. Instead, she shed her Jewish 
name, concealed her true identity, and morphed into the surrounding culture. 
p. 148 

Morally, she presents a disturbing picture too. She didn't simply survive 
her abduction into Xerxes' harem. She made the most of it. She auditioned for 
the queen's crown by having sex with a man who was not her husband. Then, 
after winning the tiara, she joined herself in marriage to a pagan man. This 
happened around the time when, back in her homeland, Ezra the priest was 
taking drastic measures in Jerusalem to restore the purity of Esther's fellow 
Israelites. He broke up marriages (families with children) and literally 
insisted on divorces between Israelite men and foreign women to stave off 
God's anger for their flagrant disregard of his word.5 

5. Ezra 9-10. 
p. 148 
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"Esther is a passive young woman who tries to live in two worlds. Once she is 
chosen to be part of the royal harem, she has a n identity crisis. This is made 
clear when she enter s the story .... She comes from a r eligious background, 
but the whole emphasis in the king's harem is on physical beauty. Esther fits 
right into the pagan ethos."6 

Had she followed in the footsteps of her brothers in the faith, she would 
have switched the timing of her famous "If I perish , I perish" speech to an 
earlier point in her story. But she was deeply flawed, and the forces behind 
her choices were complex-a mix of culture, youthfulness, Mordecai's counsel, 
fier ce pressure, and the state of her own hear t . God chose her anyway, flaws 
and all, for his purposes. If he were looking for perfection, he would bypass the 
likes of Esther or Mordecai, or even Daniel or Joseph, for that matter. He 
certainly wouldn't be choosing any of us. Esther's story restores our hope that 
God has important purposes for us all, no matter who we are or how many bad 
choices we make. 

6. Leland Ryken, Words of Delight: A Literary Introduction to the Bible (Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Baker, 1992), 118. 
p. 149 

It is of all importance that the saint should ever remember that "all 
things work together for good to them t hat love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose" (Rom. 8:28). There may be times when God seems to 
ha~e forgotten; when clouds are dark; when one is allowed to be neglected, 
unJustly treated, or coldly set at nothingness. But rest assured a ll is naked 
and open before Him with whom we have to do. Every purpose shall be 
manifested in its season; and all at last shall be cause for eternal 
thanksgivings. 
p. 166 
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Amidst the opulence of the Persian court came a single clear note of 
distinction. Esther, just one attractive woman among hundreds, was 
difference. While everyone else busied herself with ornamentation and 
amassed as much finery as possible, Esther maintained simplicity of spirit and 
looks. Her attention was focused on learning and obeying the instructions of 
those who cared for her. As a result, her attractiveness came not from 
cosmetics and jewelry, but from her natural beauty and submissive spirit. 
p. 300 

PRINCIPLES 
• God uses the ungodly to accomplish his purposes. 
• Submission to authority is valued by God. 
• God is always present and at work, even when circumstances seem 

discouraging or confusing. 
• God's primary concern and hardest work focus on transforming the 

inner nature of people. 
• Our times are in God hands. 

APPLICATIONS 

p.300 

•Focus your energy and attention on your inner nature so that you 
grow in godliness. 

• Place your confidence in God's revelation of his love, grace, mercy, 
justice, and care. 

• Make God's glory your daily goal. Then, no matter what happens, 
you will be at peace, resting in his sovereignty. 

•Everyone is under someone's authority. Learn to submit yourself to 
those over you. 
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The purpose of God in showing believers the evil of their own hearts is to make 
them prize more highly the grace and all-sufficiency of Jesus. In this way they 
go through life 'sorrowful, yet always rejoicing'. 
pp. Xll-Xlll 

The Lord has promised to direct, moderate, sanctify, and relieve every trial of 
every kind. I long to have a more entire submission to his will, and a more 
stedfast confidence in his word, to trust him and wait on him, to see his hand 
and praise his name in every circumstance of life great and small. The more of 
this spirit, the more heaven is begun upon earth. And why should we not trust 
him at all times? Which part of our past experience can charge him with 
unfaithfulness? Has He not done all things well? And is He not the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever? 0 my soul, wait thou only upon him. 
p. 63 

I'm Brennan. I'm an alcoholic. 
How I got there, why I left there, why I went back, is the 

story of my life. 
But it is not the whole story. 

I'm Brennan. I'm a Catholic. 
How I got there, why I left there, why I went back, is also the 

story of my life. 
But it is not the whole story. 

I'm Brennan. I was a priest, but am no longer a priest. I was a 
married man but am no longer a married man. 

How I got to ~hose places, why I left those places, is the story 
of my life too. 

But it is not the whole story. 

I'm Brennan. I'm a sinner, saved by grace. 
That is the larger and more important story. 
Only God, in His fury, knows the whole of it. 
pp. 17-18 

Est her/JRct ure Xotp-./Studv#:! Est hl'1' 2; 1-23 doe' 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

111 

Not what I want, but what you want, 0 God. Guard me from all temptations to 
use you to satisfy my appetites. What I want mostly is to acquire new appetites, 
a hunger for righteousness, that will be satisfied by your word. Amen. 
p.27 

Honoring our Lord 

While I was serving in Paraguay, a Maka Indian named Rafael came to sit on 
my porch. I was eating and went out to see what he wanted. He responded, 
"Ham, henek met." Again I asked what I could do for him, but the answer was 
the same. I understood what he was saying but not its significance: "I don't 
want anything; I have just come near." 

I later shared the incident with a local veteran missionary. He explained that 
it was Rafael's way of honoring me. He really didn't want anything; he just 
wanted to sit on my porch. He found satisfaction and pleasure just being near 
me. 

"What brings you here, my child?" the Lord asks. 

"Ham, henek met." 

Doesn't that reveal the heart of true worship? 

Stuart Sacks, Villanova, Pennsylvania 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

E-;ther/LE'cture :-.:ote, Studv#:? E,..ther 2:1-23 doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

112 

God Brings Good Out of Evil 

The omnipotent God, primal power of the world, being himself supremely good, 
could not permit anything evil in his works, were he not so all-powerful and 
good as to be able to bring good even out of evil. 

Augustine, Faith, Hope, and Charity (Enchiridion), translated by Louis A. Arand 
(Newman, 1955), pp. 17-18; as seen in Roger E. Olson, The Mosaic of Christian Belief 

(lnterVarsity Press, 2002), p. 117 

© 2009 PreachingToday .com & Christianity Today International 

God has placed his work in your hands, and "we take our lead from 
Christ, who is the source of everything we do" (Ephesians 4: 15 The 
Message). God's directions to us couldn't be clearer. But we hem and 
haw. This is ironic since so many of us fault him for allowing suffering 
to be the world's status quo. (The quo wouldn't be so status if we got off 
our duffs and followed his lead.) Let's change that today! 

Lord Christ, you are my head, and I take directions from you today. Show me 
how I can partner with you to alleviate suffering in my world. 
(February 21) 
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Resort to Him in all your times of need, for He is waiting to bless you still. 
Moreover, Jesus our Lord ever shall be. If God should spare your life to fulfil 
your full day of threescore years and ten, you will find that His cleansing 
fountain is still opened, and His precious blood has not lost its power; you shall 
find that the Priest who filled the healing fount with His own blood, lives to 
purge you from all iniquity. When only your last battle remains to be fought , 
you shall find that the hand of your conquering Captain has not grown feeble
the living Saviour shall cheer the dying saint. When you enter heaven you 
shall find Him there bearing the dew of His youth; and through eternity the 
Lord Jesus shall still remain the perennial spring of joy, and life, and glory to 
His people. Living waters may you draw from this sacred well! Jesus always 
was, He always is, He always shall be. He is eternal in all His attributes, in all 
His offices, in all His might, and willingness to bless, comfort, guard, and 
crown His chosen people. 
p.647 

Father God, please transform my eyes from being selfish consumers of 
personal pleasure, and sanctify them to be your servants of glory. Let them 
settle on what is pure and true and good, and make them want to turn from 
whatever is vile. Help me to see with your concern, and awaken me to your 
perception. I offer my eyes to you as your servants; take them, use them, 
transform them, for your glory. In Jesus' name. Amen. 
p.71 

My commitment, Lord, is to you-not to success at any cost, not to acceptance by 
everyone. Keep me loyal, obeying your commands and doing your work, more 
interested in being faithful than in being popular. Amen. 
p. 105 
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Lord Christ, when I use your name, keep me honest so that I am expressing a 
relationship with you and engaging in a response to your will. I want my whole 
life, not just my mouth, to speak your name. Amen. 
p.88 
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(Chasing Daylight: Seize the Power of Every Moment by Erwin Raphael McManus) Nashville, 
TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- Erwin Raphael McManus, 2002. 

I TOPIC 

Salvation 

I REF# I TEXT 

765-01 When we come in Him, he translates us into an entirely new 
realm of living. His promise is that in Him we will find the life 
that our hearts have always longed for. Jesus was crucified as a 
criminal, but what His accusers didn't know was that He was 
planning and fulfilling his tory's most extraordinary prison break. 

When we open our lives to Him, we can live our lives wide 
open. We are translated from one reality into another. We are 
now forever in relationship with the One who is the source of love, 
life, and freedom. 
p.6 
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