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What You Need to Know About 

ESTHER 

SESSION #3: Esther 3:1-4:17 

TEXT: 
3:v. 1 After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha 

' the Agagite, elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of 
all the other nobles. 
v. 2 All the royal officials at the king's gate knelt down and paid honor to 
Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai 
would not kneel down or pay him honor. 
v. 3 Then the royal officials at the king's gate asked Mordecai, "Why do you 
disobey the king's command?" 
v. 4 Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they 
told Haman about it to see whether Mordecai's behavior would be tolerated, for 
he had told them he was a Jew. 
v. 5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, 
he was enraged. 
v. 6 Yet having learned who Mordecai's people were, he scorned the idea of 
killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all 
Mordecai's people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. 
v. 7 In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first month, the month of Nisan, 
they cast the pur (that is, the lot) in the presence of Haman to select a day and 
month. And the lot fell on the twelfth month, the month of Adar. 
v. 8 Then Haman said to King Xerxes, "There is a certain people dispersed and 
scattered among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom whose 
customs are different from those of all other people and who do not obey the 
king's laws; it is not in the king's best interest to tolerate them. 
v. 9 If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will put 
ten thousand talents of silver into the royal treasury for the men who carry out 
this business." 
v. 10 So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son 
of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 
v. 11 "Keep the money," the king said to Haman, "and do with the people as 
you please." 
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v. 12 Then on the thirteenth day of the first month the royal secretaries were 
summoned. They wrote out in the script of each province and in the language 
of each people all Haman's orders to the king's satraps, the governors of the 
various provinces and the nobles of the various peoples. These were written in 
the name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with his own ring. 
v. 13 Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with the order 
to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews-young and old, women and little 
children-on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of 
Adar, and to plunder their goods. 
v. 14 A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province 
and made known to the people of every nationality so they would be ready for 
that day. 
v . 15 Spurred on by the king's command, the couriers went out, and the edict 
was issued in the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink, but 
the city of Susa was bewildered. 
4:v. 1 When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put 
on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 
v. 2 But he went only as far as the king's gate, because no one clothed in 
sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 
v. 3 In every province to which the edict and order of the king came, there was 
great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay 
in sackcloth and ashes. 
v. 4 When Esther's maids and eunuchs came and told her about Mordecai, she 
was in great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his 
sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 
v. 5 Then Esther summoned Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs assigned to 
attend her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and why. 
v. 6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of 
the king's gate. 
v. 7 Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the 
exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for 
the destruction of the Jews. 
v. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilation, 
which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and 
he told him to urge her to go into the king's presence to beg for mercy and 
plead with him for her people. 
v. 9 Hathach went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 
v. 10 Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, 
v. 11 "All the king's officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for 
any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being 
summoned the king has but one law: that he be put to death. The only 
exception to this is for the king to extend the gold scepter to him and spare his 
life. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king." 

l•:sthel'ILecture ~ot0,.;fStud\"#3 - E"thPr 3· 1- I 1 i doc 
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v. 12 When Esther's words were reported to Mordecai, 
v. 13 he sent back this answer: "Do not think that because you are in the king's 
house you alone of all the J ews will escape. 
v. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for th e Jews 
will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And 
who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?" 
v. 15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 
v. 16 "Go, gather together all the J ews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do 
not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you 
do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. 
And if I perish, I perish ." 
v. 17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther's instructions. 

E,:;1 lwrfl.f'eturt' Not(',;/Studytt.3 f~,:;t lwr J: 1- I: 17 .do<' 
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INTRODUCTION: 

This Is a Keeper 

This was written by Regina Brett of The Plain Dealer, Cleveland, Ohio. 

To celebrate growing older, I once wrote the 45 lessons life taught me. It is the 
most-requested column I've ever written. 

1. Life isn't fair, but it's still good. 

2. When in doubt, just take the next small step. 

3. Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. 

4. Your job won't take care of you when you are sick. Your friends and 
parents will. Stay in touch. 

5. Pay off your credit cards every month. 

6. You don't have to win every argument. Agree to disagree . 

7. Cry with someone. It's more healing than crying alone. 

8. It's OK to get angry with God. He can take it. 

9. Save for retirement starting with your first paycheck. 

10. When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile. 

11. Make peace with your past so it won't screw up the present. 

12. It's OK to let your children see you cry. 

13. Don't compare yom· life to others. You have no idea what their journey 
is all about. 

14. If a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldn't be in it. 

15. Everything can change in the blink of an eye. But don't worry; God 
never blinks. 

l~sthet"/Lect 11re i\ote,.,/Study#J - J<~,,ther :-l· l- I: 17.iloc 
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16. Take a deep breath. It calms the mind. 

17. Get rid of anything that isn't useful, beautiful or joyful. 

18. Whatever doesn't kill you really does make you stronger. 

19. It's never too late to have a happy childhood. But the second one is up to 
you and no one else. 

20. When it comes to going after what you love in life, don't take no for an 
answer. 

21. Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear the fancy lingerie. Don't 
save it for a special occasion. Today is special. 

22. Over prepare, then go with the flow. 

23. Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to wear purple. 

24. The most important sex organ is the brain. 

25. No one is in charge of your happiness but you. 

26. Frame every so-called disaster with these words "In five years, will this 
matter?" 

27. Always choose life. 

28. Forgive everyone everything. 

29. What other people think of you is none of your business. 

30. Time heals almost everything. Give time time. 

31. However good or bad a situation is, it will change. 

32. Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else does. 

33. Believe in miracles. 

34. God loves you because of who God is, not because of anything you did or 
didn't do. 

35. Don't audit life. Show up and make the most of it now. 

Esther/l..!:>cturc Notes/.Stud~7:,J- ~~sthe1· J 1-1. li.dor 
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36. Growing old beats the alternative-dying young. 

37. Your children get only one childhood. 

38. All that truly matters in the end is that you loved. 

39. Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting everywhere. 

40. If we all threw our problems in a pile and saw everyone else's, we'd grab 
ours back. 

41. Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need. 

42. The best is yet to come. 

43. No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up. 

44. Yield. 

45. Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift. 

Esthi>rll RCtUrP Xotp,.;fStulh"#3 - Esth«?r 3: 1- I: 17 doc 
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THE CONSULTANT 

Bein' in between jobs ain't no picnic. 
In fact, it's downright insultant. 

So I printed some cards, put signs in the yard, 
And bingo, became a consultant! 

I solicited quality rest stops 
In search of the right clientele. 

Passed out ballpoint pens to all my friends, 
Got an answer machine from Ma Bell. 

At last an ol'time sought my advice. 
He brought in his last balance sheet. 

I saw with a smile his management style 
Was outdated and obsolete. 

So I set out to solve all his problems. 
I spoke like a preacher possessed! 

He sat there amazed, his eyes sorta glazed, 
I could see he was truly impressed. 

He said not a word as I rambled on. 
For effect, I went over it twice. 

When time had expired, he politely inquired, 
"How much for this expert advice?" 

I said, "Fifty bucks." I thought it was fair. 
From his looks I thought I could fake it. 

But he nodded his head and finally said, 
"Well, son, I don't think I'll take it!" 

pp. 51-52 

E,..th('l'tl..t>ctun! Xote<;/Study# l- f<:o;;thel' ,1:1-1:17.doc 
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Master's Call 
written by Marty Robbins 

When I was but a young man, I was wild and full of fire 
A youth within my teens, but full of challenge and desire 
I ran away from home and left my mother and my dad 
I know it grieved them so to think their only boy went bad 

I fell in with an outlaw band, their names were known quite well 
How many times we robbed and plundered, I could never tell 
This kind of sinful living, leads only to a fall 
I learned that much and more the night I heard my Master's call 

One night we rustled cattle, a thousand head or so 
And started then out on the trail that leads to Mexico 
When a norther started blowing and lightning flashed about 
I thought someone was calling me, I thought I heard a shout 

Then at that moment lightning struck not twenty yards from me 
And left there was a giant cross where once there was a tree 
This time I knew I heard a voice, a voice so sweet and strange 
A voice that came from everywhere, a voice that called my name 

So frightened I was thinking of sinful deeds I'd done 
I failed to see the thousand head of cattle start to run 
The cattle they stampeded, were running all around 
My pony ran but stumbled and it threw me to the ground 

I felt the end was near, that death would be the price 
When another bolt of lightning showed the face of Jesus Christ 
And I cried oh Lord forgive me, don't let it happen now 
I want to live for you alone, Oh God these words I vow 

My wicked past unfolded and I thought of wasted years 
When another bolt of lightning killed a hundred head of steers 
And the others rushed on by me and I was left to live 
The Master had a reason, life is his to take or give 

A miracle performed that night, I wasn't meant to die 
The dead ones formed a barricade nearly six or seven high 
And right behind it there was I, afraid but safe and sound 
I cried in vain for mercy kneeling there upon the ground 

EstherlLPcture '.'Jot(>< .. /Study#.~ l·~sther 3 1-1 17.doc 
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A pardon I was granted, my sinful soul set free 
No more to fear the angry waves upon life's stormy seas 
Forgiven by the love of God, a love that will remain 
I learned that much and more the night the Saviour called my name 

E,.,thPr/Lectun• Note&/Studv#3 - E-.tlwr 3 1-1 17 doc 
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Side By Side 
Kay Starr 

Well we ain't got a barrel of money ... 
We may look ragged and funny ... 
But we're travelin' on ... 
Singing our song . .. 
Side by side. 

( 

Through all kinds of weather ... 
J} _ What if the sky should fall? 
1C" As long as we're together, 

It doesn't matter at all. 

So we ain't got a barrel of money .. . 
We may look ragged and funny .. . 
But we're travelin' on ... 
Singing our song ... 
Side by side. 

l 
Through all kinds of weather ... 

J.1 ./ Drought, flood, rain and snow, 
~ We will be together ... 

So it just don't matter at all ... 

Oh we ain't got a barrel of money .. . 
We may look ragged and funny . . . 
But we're travelin' on ... 
Singing our song ... 
Side by side. 

10 

Don't know what's comin' tomorrow . . . 
maybe it's trouble and sorrow ... 
but we'll travel the road ... 
sharin' our load ... 
Side by side. 

Oh we ain't got a barrel of money .. . 
We may look ragged and funny .. . 
But we're travelin' on ... 
Singing our song ... 
Side by side. 

E-.ther/LectureNof!>!'i/Stucly#J Esth<>rL~ 1 1:17.clor 
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When they've all had their quarrels and parted ... 
we'll be the same as we started .. . 
just travlin' along singin' a song .. . 
Side by side. 

Inspiring Examples 

For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 
-ROMANS 14:7 

No man is an island. We are all connected. Our lives are always 
influencing others, whether for good or for bad. When people who face lesser 
conflicts- like a bruised ankle or sow bugs in the shower-observe someone 
gracefully handling greater conflicts, it speaks volumes. Liz Hupp knew a 
godly saint like that in her church. And Liz wrote: 

I saw the woman in the chair; she was in church again today. Someone 
said they've sold their house; they're going to move away. Nol I cried, 
they cannot go; they cannot move away. I didn't get to know her; there's 
something I need to say: Please tell me your secret; I want to sit at your 
feet, I need to know how you handle the pain that is your daily meat. 
How do you keep on smiling when each day your health grows worse? 
How do you keep depending on God when you 're living with a curse? 
Every time I see her, her smile comes from deep within. I know her 
fellowship with God isn't scarred by the chair she's in. She admits her 
health is failing; she knows she's fading away. How can she remain so 
calm when I'd be running away? My friend, can you tell me how you can 
trust the Lord? How can you stay so gentle and sweet when He seems to 
wield a sword? You are to me a promise that even in the midst of pain 
God is near and faithful if I will turn to Him again. 

Who are your role models of inspiration? Who are t he godly examples 
of perseverance? Who do you think of when you need a n example of the 
sufficiency of Christ in hardship? Pray for that person-or persons
whom the Lord has placed around you. These Christian men and 
women struggle with doubts and discouragement too. 

(January 28) 

E-.ther/l,(>ctun• NotN;/8tmh'#J - Esth!'r :> 1-1.17.doc 
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... Basil responded, "Sir, these speeches are fit to catch little children, but we 
who are taught by the Spirit are ready to endure a thousand deaths rather 
than suffer one syllable of Scripture to be altered." 
p. 197 

Esther/LecturP .i\otes Study#3 - F<:thn 3 1 :l 1 i cloc 
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Years ago, I found this untitled and unattributed poem in a little volume 
by V. Raymond Edman titled The Disciplines of Life: 

When God wants to drill a man, 
And thrill a man, 
And skill a man 
To play the noblest part; 
When He yearns with all His heart 
To create so great and bold a man 
That all the world shall be amazed, 
Watch His methods, watch His ways! 
How He ruthlessly perfects 
Whom He royally elects! 
How He hammers him and hurts him, 
And with mighty blows converts him 
Into trial shapes of clay which 
Only God understands; 
While his tortured heart is crying 
And he lifts beseeching hands! 
How He bends but never breaks 
When his good He undertakes; 
How He uses whom He chooses, 
And with every purpose fuses him; 
By every act induces him 
To try His splendor out-
God knows what He's about.3 

There are no mistakes in God's plan; Jesus does all things well. A.W. 
Tozer said, "To the child of God, there is no such thing as an accident. He 
travels an appointed way ... Accidents may indeed appear to befall him and 
misfortune stalk his way; but these evils will be so in appearance only and will 
seem evils only because we cannot read the secret script of God's hidden 
providence."4 

3. V. Raymond Edman, The Disciplines of Life (Minneapolis: World Wide Publications, 54. 
4. A.W. Tozer, We Travel an Appointed Way (Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, 1988), 3. 
pp. 11-12 

Est her Lectun· .Not.f's/Study#.) f<:,.;t h01 a:!- I: 17.dot" 
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Chapter 3 begins disjunctively, with the promotion of a person as yet 
unknown to the reader. This promotion follows immediately after the account 
of the miscarried coup and the official recording of the hero in the whole affair, 
Mordecai the Jew. This disconnection prompts the reader to ask, Who is this 
Haman? and Why was he promoted and not Mordecai 
p.214 

Is there a God in heaven who looks down upon the hearts of men and 
women and rules and overrules hearts of kings and edicts of man in favor of 
those who are His? It would be a good question for you to resolve in your 
thinking, and the book of Esther will help you. The book of Esther is not only a 
gripping drama-it can have a dramatic impact on your life and, consequently, 
impact the society in which you live. I pray it will provoke you to live godly in 
the ordinary circumstances of life, knowing that the ordinary is God's 
preparation for that moment when God pulls back the curtain and lets you see 
how He has moved through you in an extraordinary way. 
p. 120 

Once again King Ahasuerus is shown in an unfavourable light; he is the 
dupe of his newly appointed prime minister in passing legislation on the 
implications of which he is inadequately informed. 
p.71 

!<:1;;1 herfl.Rcture :\orC's/Study#3 Esther 3: I 1:1 i.cloc 
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We note, then, that this drama of providential preservation is in two 
main movements. In chapters i. to v. we have crisis anticipated, while in 
chapters vi. to x. we have crisis overruled. Thus we see, in this historic 
episode, that union of Divine prevision and provision which constitutes 
providence. We see, also, that this Book of Esther fills a unique and necessary 
place in the canon of the inspired Scriptures, as being distinctively the book of 
providential preservation. 
p.263 

Here the account takes a sudden threatening turn. The story now has a 
villain. Haman was promoted above all "other nobles" (Esth 3: 1). Power took 
hold of his life and led him to a decision he would soon regret. He plotted the 
death of all the J ews because Mordecai refused to bow down to honor him. The 
story is similar to Dan 3, where the three young Hebrew men refused to 
worship the golden image established by Nebuchadnezzar. It is perhaps more 
similar to the story in Dan 6, where the officials plotted against Daniel for 
praying to God and not praying to Darius. In each of these three accounts 
allegiance to God and the Jewish tradition proved to be rewarded by God with 
the gift of life. Here in Esth 3 the narrative plot is intensified with a detailed 
account of the plot to destroy the Jews unparalleled in Daniel. This chapter 
has an aesthetic appeal in that one can almost hear and smell death 
approaching. 
p.325 

A very black and mournful scene here opens, which threatens the ruin of all 
the people of God. 
p.506 

C,;thPrLectun Note>,.,/Studv#3-l~sth('r3. l l:li<loc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

16 

A scoundrel plots evil, 
and his speech is like a scorching fire. 

Proverbs 16: 27 
p.306 

Esther was made queen of Persia; all appeared well. But offstage a plot 
was developing, one that would annihilate the Jews within the Persian empire. 
Driven by pride and anger, Haman the Agagite used his influence and position 
in the imperial court to secure a genocidal decree. 
p.306 

MAIN IDEA: Pride intoxicates the heart and then poisons it. Ignited by insult 
and driven by anger, Haman plotted the destruction of the Jews throughout the 
Persian Empire. 
p. 307 
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17 

A wonderful illustration of this kind of boldness is in the story of Hadassah. 
Though her language and culture are an atlas apart from ours, she can tell you 
about the power of a prayer to a king. There are a couple of differences, 
though. Her request was not to her father, but to her husband, the king. Her 
prayer wasn't for a desk, but for the delivery of her people. And because she 
entered the throne room, because she opened her heart to the king, he changed 
his plans and millions of people in 127 different countries were saved. 

Oh, how I'd love for you to meet Hadassah. But since she lived in the 
fifth century BC, such an encounter is not likely. We'll have to be content with 
reading about her in the book which bears her name-her other name-the 
book of Esther. 

And what a book it is! Hollywood would have a challenge matching the 
drama of this story ... the evil Haman who demanded that all pay him 
homage ... the gutsy Mordecai who refused to bow before Haman ... 
Mordecai's great words to Esther that she may have been chosen queen for 
"such a time as this" ... and Esther's conviction to save her people. "If I 
perish, I perish," she resolved. 
p. 145 

This is a chapter in the life of the Jew that has been duplicated many, 
many times. When you read this chapter, you can almost substitute the name 
of Pharaoh instead of Haman, or you can substitute the name of Hitler or 
Nasser-in fact, there are many names that would fit here. There never has 
been a time since Israel became a nation down in the land of Egypt to the 
present moment that there has not been a movement somewhere to 
exterminate them. 
p.557 
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18 

Each year during t he holiday of Purim, J ewish leaders around the world 
read the Book of Esther to excited crowds in t he synagogues. Adults, and 
especially children, wait eagerly for the reading of chapter 3 because with this 
chapter their fun begins. Verse 1 introduces Hama n, the villain of the story, 
and each time the reader mentions his name-53 times throughout Esther
the synagogue erupts with r aucous noise. Horns blow. Rattles sh ake. 
Children shout. Adults jeer . With zealous glee synagogue members try to 
drown out his name with their uproar . They do so because in the book of 
Esther he is, without a doubt, the "villain," the archetypal enemy of the Jews. 
His evil deeds in chapter 3 create the central conflict of the book, which can 
only be resolved by Queen Esther's courageous acts to save her people. 
p.363 

For four years, things have been peaceful in Shushan. Esther has 
reigned as queen, and Mordecai has tended to the king's business at the gate. 
Then everything changed, and all the Jews in the empire found t hemselves in 
danger of being killed- just to satisfy the hatred of a man named Haman. 
p.93 

Let us take time to dig into the verses now in Esther 3 & 4. 
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[ 3:v. lµ~r th~§~ ~v~nt§, Kin~ Xerxe§ honored Haman §On of Hamm~datl!a. 
'----- the A~rn~te . elevatin~ him and ~vin~ him a seat of honor hi~her than 

that of all the other nobles. 

Haman Conspires to Destroy the Jews 

Sometime later King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the son of 
Hammedatha, the Agagite, exalting him and setting his position above 
that of all the officials who were with him. 

Some time later, King Xerxes promoted Haman son of Hammedatha the 
Agagite, making him the highest-ranking official in the government. 

HAMAN PROMOTED (3:1-6) 
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Haman was promoted to the highest position by Xerxes. This occurred after 
these events (ie., after Mordecai saved the king from the assassination and 
the two men were executed). It is reasonable to suppose that Mordecai 
expected a reward for his work on behalf of the king. But no reward was given 
then, possibly because of some bureaucratic bungle. Later this neglect 
appalled and surprised the king (cf. 6:1-3). 

Because Haman was an Agagite, some have supposed that he was 
descended from Agag, king of the Amalekites (1 Sam. 15:8). However, it seems 
unlikely that a high-ranking Persian official would be related to a west Semite 
who lived 600 years earlier. Ai·cheologists have uncovered an inscription 
which indicates that Agag was also the name of a province in the Persian 
Empire. This probably explains why Haman was called an Agagite. 

This first verse tells us that "KING XERXES HONORED HAMAN." He did 
this in TWO WAYS: 

"ELEVATING HIM" or ;E>ROMOTING HIM and 

"GIVING HIM A SEAT OF HONOR HIGHER THAN THAT OF 
ALL THE OTHER NOBLES." 

Sometime later the king elevated Haman by giving him a place of honor above 
all the other nobles of the empire. It was probably the same office that was 
later given to Mordecai (cf. 10:2). This is the first mention of Haman. The text 
identifies him as the son of Hammedatha the Agagite (otherwise unknown). 
Jewish tradition considers him to have been a descendant of the Amalekite 
king Agag, an enemy of Israel during Saul's reign (cf. lSa 15:7-33). The 
Amalekites were ancient enemies of the Jews (cf. Ex 17: 8-14; Nu 24:7; Dt 
25:17-19). Saul failed to destroy t he Amalekites completely as God had 
ordered him to do, and consequently the kingdom was taken from him (cf. lSa 
15:23). 
p. 732 
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One might reasonably expect a promotion for Mordecai after his role in 
revealing the assassination plot. Indeed, the syntax of verse 1 (in Hebrew as 
well as English) encourages us in this expectation. "After these things,'' it 
begins, and we naturally call to mind the previous chapter's dramatic conclusion. 
When the sentence continues with, "King Ahasuerus promoted ... ," we feel 
certain we know what is coming next. Yet the syntax is a setup. Ahasuerus 
promotes not Mordecai, but Haman, a previously unknown character of ominous 
ancestry. 
p.36 

It is plain that he was not a man of honour or justice, of any true courage or 
steady conduct, but proud, and passionate, and revengeful; yet was he 
promoted, and caressed, and there was none so great as he. 
p. 506 

Esther became queen in the seventh year of Xerxes' reign (2: 16-17), and 
Haman conspires against the Jews in the twelfth year (3:7). Sometime within 
this five-year period, Mordecai foiled the assassination plot and Haman rose to 
power. While Mordecai went unrewarded for quite some time, the man who 
would eventually attempt to eliminate the Jews was rising to a position in the 
court where he had the power to actually make good on such a threat. But had 
Mordecai been rewarded immediately as was custom, there would have been 
no opportunity for the deferred reward to become a crucial link in the 
deliverance of the Jews from the threat of genocide. 
p. 124 
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It is frustrating when our best plans are overturned and our good deeds 
and hard work go unnoticed and unrewarded. Most bitterly, we often see 
others prosper who are less deserving, at least in our own opinion. Such 
injustice hurts, but the example of Esther and Mordecai give us reason to bear 
such situations with patience and grace. Mordecai's forbearance when he did 
not receive the expected reward allowed that injustice to lead to greater good 
when it was finally put right. God is invisibly at work, making even life's 
greatest disappointments a link in a chain of good things yet to come. We 
cannot see the end of things from the middle and must walk by faith, not by 
sight. The Lord will bring a greater good, his perfect plan, out of all the 
frustration we feel and out of all the evil we experience. When all is said and 
done, God uses even injustice to fulfill his promises to us. 
pp. 127-8 

Haman (whose name sounds like hangman, which you will soon see as 
more than a curious coincidence) was the right-hand man of Xerxes. Read 
every word about the man and you'll find nothing good about him. He was an 
insatiable egotist who wanted the worship of every person in the kingdom. 
Perturbed by a peculiar minority called the Jews, he decided to exterminate 
them. He convinced Xerxes that the world would be better with a holocaust 
and set a date for the genocide of all of Abraham's children. 

Haman is a servant of hell and a picture of the devil himself, who has no 
higher aim than to have every knee bow as he passes. Satan also has no other 
plan than to persecute the promised people of God. He comes to "steal and kill 
and destroy" (John 10:10). "He is filled with anger, because he knows he does 
not have much time" (Rev. 12:12.). Since the lie in the garden, he has sought 
to derail God's plan. In this case Satan hopes to destroy the Jews, thereby 
destroying the lineage of Jesus. For Haman, the massacre is a matter of 
expediency. For Satan, it is a matter of survival. He will do whatever it takes 
to impede the presence of Jesus in the world. 
p. 146 
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Here is a man advanced without any discoverable reason. His name is 
Haman, "the son of Hammedatha the Agagite"-an information which tells 
nothing, a pedigree which is a superfluity. But the king, whose character we 
have just studied a little, promoted him, advanced him; and whenever a man is 
advanced without reason he loses his head. A man must always be greater 
than his office. No honour we can confer upon him can move his equanimity or 
disturb his dignity, for whilst he is modest as virtue he is still conscious of a 
divinely-given power which keeps all office under his feet. A man arbitrarily 
set on the throne will fall off. Any one who is less than his office will be 
toppled over. Men must grow, and when they grow they will be modest; the 
growth is imperceptible. 
p.323 

About five years after, as appears from ver. 7. 
p.690 

3:1 Some believe Agagite as a reference to the historical district of Agag 
within the Persian empire. Others believe this term more likely linked 
Haman's descent with the Amalekites. These people, descendants of Esau 
(Gen. 36:12), were ancient enemies of the Hebrews (Ex. 17:8). Agag, a king of 
the Amalekites, was captured by King Saul (1 Sam. 15:8). If Mordecai 
descended from Saul, and Haman from the Amalekites (as many rabbis 
believe), then what follows is the continuation of a long-standing hostility 
between their families. 
p.607 
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"After these events" (3: 1) an even greater evil enters the scene. Isn't it 
interesting how these sections tie together with these rather innocuous 
phrases: "after these things," "so it came about," "in those days," "after these 
events"? That's the way it is in life. The big events in our lives, the major 
turning points, don't begin with a bold, ear-splitting announcement from 
heaven, "Today will bring trouble-bad trouble!" No, those days begin like 
every other morning. You have no idea it's coming. And out of the blue it 
strikes! And you find yourself in the midst of this ancient struggle with sin 
and evil. 
p.62 

Now, wait a minute! What's going on here? Mordecai's the one who 
saved the king's life. Right? Mordecai's the one who told Esther, who then told 
the king. Mordecai's the one who uncovered the plot and saved the king's life. 
So why is Haman getting the promotion? 

I forgot to tell you: Life's not only painful; it's also unfair. Perhaps you 
are thinking right now that you will be promoted because you have worked the 
hardest, you have come up with the big ideas, you are the one who's done the 
most for your boss; therefore, it's only right that you be given that special 
position you've been anticipating. Well, be prepared. It probably won't 
happen. I'm not trying to be pessimistic, just realistic. Wrong happens! 
Because life isn't fair. Why? Because of evil. 

When righteousness rules, justice reigns; but when evil lurks in a heart, 
injustice follows. And that's exactly what happens when Haman, of all people, 
is advanced, given authority, and promoted. 
p.62 

Nevertheless, God (who is not once mentioned personally in the entire book) 
was ordering every detail, and working out His sovereign plan in this instance, 
as well as in Haman's promotion (5:11) 
p.660 
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The king promoted an evil man and approved a wicked project. No 
doubt many of the Jews were asking. "Why has God permitted such a thing?" 
The fact that God permits evil in this world does not mean that evil is good or 
that God is unconcerned or unable to help. When men do not allow Him to 
rule, He overrules, and He always accomplishes His purposes. 

No matter how you examine Haman, he is a wicked man. Promote him 
and he gets proud. Ignore him and he becomes angry and takes out his anger 
on a whole race. (Prejudice usually works that way,) Make him rich and he 
uses his money to destroy and not to build. 

Everything about Haman was hateful to the Lord (Prov. 6:16-19), but He 
did not interfere with Haman's evil deeds. Haman's sins would ultimately 
destroy him and be used by God for the good of Israel. 
pp. 273-4 
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Haman was an "Agagite," which could mean he came from a district in the 
empire known as Agag. But it could also mean that he was descended from 
Agag, king of the Amalekites (1 Sam. 15:8). If the latter is the case, then we 
can easily understand why Haman hated the Jews: God had declared war on 
the Amalekites and wanted their name and memory blotted off the face of the 
earth. 

The story goes back to the time of Israel's Exodus from Egypt (Ex. 17:8-
15), when the Amalekites attacked God's weary people in the rear ranks of the 
marching nation (Deut. 25:18). After Moses commanded Joshua to fight 
against Amalek, he interceded on the mountain, and Joshua won a great 
victory. God told Moses to write in a book that He had declared war on the 
Amalekites and would one day utterly destroy them because of what they had 
done to His people. Moses reminded the Israelites of the Amalekites' 
treacherous attack before they entered the Promised Land (Deut. 25:17-19). 

It was Saul, the fll-st king of Israel, whom God commanded to destroy 
the Amalekites (1 Sam. 15); and he failed in his commission and lost his own 
crown. (It was an Amalekite who claimed he put Saul to death on the 
battlefield. See 2 Sam. 1:1-10.) Because Saul didn't fully obey the Lord, some 
Amalekites lived; and one of their descendants, Haman, determined to 
annihilate his people's ancient enemy, the Jews. It's worth noting that King 
Saul, a Benjamite, failed to destroy the Amalekites; but Mordecai, also a 
Benjamite (Es. 2:5), took up the battle and defeated Haman. It's also worth 
noting that the founder of the Amalekites was a descendant of Esau (Gen. 
36:12), and Esau was the enemy of his brother Jacob. This was another stage 
in the age-old conflict between the flesh and the Spirit, Satan and the Lord, the 
way of faith and the way of the world. 
pp. 93-94 
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The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. Moses 
said to Joshua, "Choose some of our men a nd go out t o fight the 
Amalekit es . Tomonow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of 
God in my hands ." So Joshua fought the Amalekites as l\Ioses had 
ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. As long 
as 1\foses held up his h ands, the Israelites were winning, but when ever 
ho lowered his hands, the Amalekites wer e winning. When Moses' 
hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on 
it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up-one on one side, one on the 
other-so that his h ands remained steady till sunset. So J oshua 
overcame the Amalekito army with the sword. Then the Lord said to 
Moses, "'Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and 
make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the 
memory of Amalek from under heaven." l\1oses built an altar and 
called it The Lord is my Banner. 
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Samuel said to Saul, "I am the one the Lord sent to anoint you king 
over his people Isr ael; so listen now to the message from the Lord. 
This is what the Lord Almighty says: 'I will punish the Amalekites for 
what th ey did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from 
Egypt. Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything I 
that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and 
women children and infants cattle and shee camels and donkeys."' 

o Saul summoned the men and mustered them at Te aim-two 
hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand men from Judah. 
Saul went to the city of Amalek and set an ambush in the ravine. 
Then he said to the Kenites, "Go away, leave the Amalekites so that I 
do not destroy you along with them; for you showed kindness to all the 
Israelites when they came up out of E t." So the Kenites moved 
awa from the Amalekites en Saul attac ed the Amalekites all the 
way from Havilah to Shur, to the east of Egypt. He took Agag king of 
the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the 
sword. But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep 
and cattle, the fat calves and lambs-everything that was good. These 
they were unwilling to destroy completely, but ever thin that was 
despised and weak they totally destroyed. hen the word of the Lord 
came o amue: am grieve t at ave made Saul king, because he 
has turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions." 
Samuel was troubled, and he cried out to the Lord all that night. 
Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was 
told, "Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his 
own honor and has turned and one on down to Gil al." 
reache him, au sai , e ord b ess you. ave carried out the 
Lord's instructions." But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of 
sh eep in my ear s? \Vhat is this lowing of cattle that I hear?" Saul 
answered, "The soldier s brnught them from the Amalekites; they 
spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the Lord your 
God, but we totally destroyed the r est." "Stop!" Samuel said to Saul. 
"Let me tell you what the Lord said to me last night." "Tell me," Saul 
replied. Samuel said, "Although you were once small in your own eyes, 
did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed 
you king over Israel. And he sent you on a mission, saying, 'Go and 
completely destroy those wicked people, t he Amalekites· make war on 
them until you h ave wiped them out.' \Vhy did you not obey the Lord? 
Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the 
Lord?" i o ey t e Lord," Saul said. went on e m1ss1on t e 

or assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought 
back Agag their king. The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the 
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plunder , the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them 
to the Lord your God at Gil al." u amue rep ie : Does the or 
de ig t m urnt o erings an sacrifices as much as in obeying the 
voice of the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better 
than the fat of rams. For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and 
arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because ou have re·e ed the word ~ 
of tho Lord, he has rejected you as king." hen au said t o Samuel, "I 

smne . or s command and your instructions . I 
was afraid of the people and so I gave in to them. Now I beg you, 
forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the 
Lord." But Samuel said to him, "I will not go back with you . You h ave 
rejected the word of t he Lord, and the Lord has rejected you as king 
over Isr ael!" As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem 
of his robe, and it tore. Samuel said to him, "The Lord has t orn the 
kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one of your 
neighbors- to one better than you. He who is the Glory of Isr ael does 
not lie or ch ange his mind; for he is not a ma n, that he should change 
his mind." Saul r eplied, "I have sinned. But please honor me before 
t he elder s of my people and before Israel; come back with me, so that I 
may worship t he Lord your God." So Samuel went back "th Saul and 
Saul worshi ed t he Lord. en amuel said, "Bring me Agag king of 

e male ites. Agag came to him confidently, thinking, "Surely the 
bitterness of death is past." But Samuel said, "As your sword has 
made women childless, so will your mother be childless among 
women." And Samuel put Agag to death before the Lord at Gilgal. 

- I hen Sa muel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home m Gibe ah 
of Saul. Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, 
though Samuel mourned for him. And the Lord was grieved that he 
ha d made Saul king over Israel. 
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LJAll th!: royal Qfficials at the kiu~'s ~ate kuelt dow11aud 1.rnid ho112r t2 
Haman. for the kin~ had commanded this concernm~ him. But 
Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. 

As a result, all the king's servants who were at the king's gate were 
bowing and paying homage to Haman, for the king had so commanded. 
However, Mordecai did not bow, nor did he pay him homage. 

All the king's servants at the King's Gate used to honor him by 
bowing down and kneeling before Haman-that's what the king had 
commanded. Except Mordecai. Mordecai wouldn't do it, wouldn't bow 
down and kneel. 

Haman's promotion meant that the other nobles had to kneel down to him, 
that is, they had to pay him special respect. This was not an act of worship, 
such as that commanded of the three Hebrew young men in Daniel 3:8-15. 
Since the officials at the king's gate had to kneel before Haman, the people 
probably also had to bow before the king himself. Mordecai said he would not 
bow to Haman (cf. Es. 5:9) because he (Mordecai) was a Jew. 

Not content with merely having a high office and using it, Haman wanted all 
the public recognition and honor that he could secure. Although the ancient 
people of the Near East were accustomed to giving public displays of homage, 
the king had to issue a special edict concerning Haman, or the people would 
not have bowed down to him. Haman was a small man in a big office; and the 
other nobles, more worthy than he, would not willingly recognize him. 
p.717 
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Verse 2 tells us that: 

"ALL THE ROYAL OFFICIALS AT THE KING'S GATE KNELT DOWN 
AND PAID HONOR TO HAMAN." 

The REASON for this action on the part of "ALL THE ROYAL OFFICIALS" 
w as: 

"FOR THE KING HAD COMMANDED THIS CONCERNING HIM." 

"BUT" forms the CONTRAST: 

"BUT MORDECAI WOULD NOT KNEEL DOWN OR PAY HIM 
HONOR." 

f~ ... ther/LP<'ture Xow;;/Stu<ly#1- l~sther 3: 1-1· ! 7.cloc 
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disobey the king's command?" 

Then the servants of the king who were at the king's gate asked 
Mordecai, "Why are you violating the king's commandment?" 

The king's servants at the King's Gate asked Mordecai about it: 
"Why do you cross the king's command?" 

In verse 3 we have tho BIG QUESTION directed to 1\lordecai by the other royal 
officials: 

"WHY DO YOU DISOBEY THE KING'S COMMAND?" 

The rhetorical question, "Why do you disobey the king's command?" implies a 
righteous answer. No explicit answer is given, but the "right" answer is that 
only God is to be honored in such a manner. 
p.327 

I suppose it seemed strange to them, that one single person should refuse to do 
what everybody did, especially since thereby he disobeyed the king: therefore 
they expostulated with him, to make him sensible of his duty and his danger. 
p.691 

E~ther/l.A'rturP ~nte<;/Study#J l~sther ~ 1-117.dor 
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30 

- -, l. y. y>av after day they spoke to him but he refused.~o compl_v. Therefore they 
told Haman about it to see whether Mordecai s behay10r would be 
tolerated. for he had told them he was a Jew. 

And after they had spoken to him day after day without his paying any 
attention to them, they informed Haman to see whether this attitude on 
Mordecai's part would be permitted. Furthermore, he had disclosed to 
them that he was a Jew. 

Day after day they spoke to him about this but he wouldn't listen, so 
they went to Haman to see whether something shouldn't be done about 
it. Mordecai had told them that he was a Jew. 

Probably this persistent (day after d ay) refusal stemmed more from pride 
than from religious scruples. For several years Mordecai had not let Esther 
tell the king she was a Jewess ... but now Mordecai was using their national 
heritage as an excuse for not giving honor to a high Persian official. 

It is difficult to ascertain what motivated l\fordecai's refusal to bow before 
Haman . 

I•:sther/LecturP ;\otp<;/Study#.~ Estht•r U-1·17.cloe 
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Either pig-headed pride or loyalty to principle. 
(source unknown) 

~.,,.~'(" 

We might think of the 1'3r in view of the fact that the last phrase says: 

"HE HAD TOLD THEM HE WAS A JEW." 

The most probable reason was Mordecai's pride; no self-respecting Benjamite 
would bow before a descendant of the ancient Amalekite enemy of the Jews. 
p.( 33 

-
The sentence consists of a main clause, "they informed Haman," followed 

by a purpose clause, "in order to see if Mordecai's explanation would stand up," 
followed in turn by a motive clause, "for he had told them that he was a Jew." 
p.379 

But Mordecai did not bow down because such reverence involved the 
recognition of a false god and was against the commandment of God. Mordecai 
may have remembered Isaiah's great prediction "To Me every knee shall bow 
and every tongue shall swear." According to Jewish tradition Haman wore on 
his coat the image of an idol and that this was the reason why Mordecai 
refused. 
p.96 
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He was urged to it by his friends. They spoke daily to him (v. 4), to persuade 
him to conform, but all in vain: he hearkened not to them, but told them 
plainly that he was a Jew, and could not in conscience do it. It does not appear 
that anyone scrupled at conforming to it except Mordecai; and yet his refusal 
was pious,, conscientious, and pleasing to God, for the religion of a Jew forbade 
him. 
p. 507 

But to Mordecai, it seemed that such an attitude of profound reverence was 
due only to God. Haman being an Amalekite, one of a doomed and accursed 
race, was, doubtless, another element in the refusal; and on learning that the 
recusant was a Jew, whose nonconformity was grounded on religious scruples, 
the magnitude of the affront appeared so much the greater, as the example of 
Mordecai would be imitated by all his compatriots. 
p.356 

It seems evident, from Haman's fury and attempted genocide, that there were 
strong anti-Semitic attitudes in Shushan, which seems to explain Mordecai's 
reluctance to reveal his true ethnic background. 
p.557 

I feel like saying, "Hurrah for Mordecai!" I apologize for what I 
previously said about him. He is beginning now for the first time to take a 
stand for God, and it is going to cost him a great deal. I do not think he 
dreamed it would be so far-reaching as to touch all of his people, but he 
recognizes that it probably will cost him his job, and even his life. 
p. 558 
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It may be that in Mordecai's case also, the bow was not to be a religious act, 
but one of honor. As a Jew, Mordecai may have not been able to bring himself 
to show this sign of respect to one who was an ancestral enemy. 
p.607 

Mordecai, as a Benjamite, would not do obeisance to an Amalekite of the 
family of Agag, Saul's enemy (cf. Num. 24:7; 1 Sam. 15:8), who descended from 
Esau, Jacob's brother, and was the perennial, bitter foe of Israel. He is 
specifically called "the Jews' enemy"(v. 10) and foreshadows their final foe, the 
Antichrist, the beast of Revelation 13:1-10, who will demand divine worship (2 
Thess. 2:3-4). Like Mordecai, the godly Jewish remnant of the end time will 
refuse to worship him. The result will be that he will attempt to exterminate 
them before Christ's second advent in glory to set up His Kingdom over Israel 
(Acts 1:6). 
p.660 
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- \ 

l v . .g When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor . 
.._ __ ... J he was enraged. 

When Haman saw that Mordecai was not bowing or paying homage to 
him, he was filled with rage. 

When Haman saw for himself that Mordecai didn't bow down and kneel 
before him, he was outraged. 

"Haman ... was enraged." People sometimes want to be revered as gods. 
Haman is pictured as a proud person who constantly desired human praise. In 
short, he was hungry for power. 
p.328 

... Mordecai is brought in thus appealing to God in this matter: Thou knowest, 
Lord, that it was neither in contempt nor pride, nor for any desire of glory, that 
I did not bow down to proud Haman, for I could have been content with 
goodwill, for the salvation of Israel, to kiss the soles of his feet.· but I did this 
that I might not prefer the glory of man above the glory of God, neither will I 
worship any but thee. 
p.507 
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We gain insight into Haman's character once he became aware of Mordecai's 
behavior: he was enraged. The intensity of his response reveals a man so 
consumed by pride that no room remained for any other desire, motive, or 
emotion 
p.308 

Everything about Haman is hateful; you can't find one thing about this 
man worth praising. In fact, everything about Haman, God hated! "These six 
things the Lord hates, yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, a 
lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked 
plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, a false witness who speaks lies, 
and one who sows discord among brethren" (Prov. 6:16-19, NKJV). Keep these 
seven evil characteristics in mind as you read the Book of Esther, for you will 
see them depicted in this depraved man. 
pp. 94-95 

Mordecai's controversy with Haman was not a personal quarrel with a 
proud and difficult man. It was Mordecai's declaration that he was on God's 
side in the national struggle between the Jews and the Amalekites. Mordecai 
didn't want to make the same mistake his ancestor King Saul had made in 
being too lenient with God's enemies (1 Sam. 15). Because Saul compromised 
with the Amalekites, he lost his crown; but because Mordecai opposed them, he 
eventually gained a crown (Es. 8:15). 
p.98 
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MATTERS OF THE HEART 

At the beginning of a spiritual retreat, our speaker Matt Heard asked, 
"How's your heart?" It stunned me, because I tend to focus on believing with 
my mind and working with my hands. In the activity of thinking and serving, 
my heart is pushed to the side. As we were led through the Bible's repeated 
emphasis on this crucial center of our lives, I began to gi·asp his premise that 
belief and service are, more than anything else, matters of the heart. 

When Jesus told a story to illustrate how people receive and respond to 
His teaching (Matt. 13:1-9), His disciples asked, "Why do You speak to them in 
parables?" (v.10). In reply, Jesus quoted the prophet Isaiah: "For the hearts of 
this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, and their eyes 
they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, 
lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, so that I should heal 
them" (v.15; Isa. 6:10). 

How dangerously easy it is to neglect our hearts. If we become callous, 
we find no joy in living or serving; and life seems hollow. But when our hearts 
are tender toward God, understanding and gratefulness flow through us to 
others. 

So, how's your heart? - David C. McCasland 

Our service for the Lord becomes 
A duty that is hollow 

If we neglect our heart for God 
And Him we do not follow. -Sper 

We can become so busy doing good that we lose our heart for God. 

Eflther/JPrture ~ote Study#.3 - P.sther 3 1-1 17 dol 
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{~t having learned ll'.h2 M2l!ll:~ai'~ pe2ple were, he sc2rned the i!ll:a Qf 
- killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all 

Mordecai's people. the Jews. throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. 

But the thought of striking out against Mordecai alone was repugnant to 
him, for he had been informed of the identity of Mordecai's people. So 
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews (that is, the people of Mordecai) 
who were in all the kingdom of Ahasuerus. 

Meanwhile, having learned that Mordecai was a Jew, Haman hated to 
waste his fury on just one Jew; he looked for a way to eliminate not just 
Mordecai but all Jews throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. 

Haman ... enraged by Mordecai's refusal ... set out to find a way to kill all 
... the Jews, not just Mordecai. This was an early case of anti-Semitism. In 
this literary plot, a climax is now reached in the tension. (Later a second 
climax was reached when Haman was revealed to be the plotter against the 
Jews; 7:6.) If the Jews were killed throughout the whole kingdom of 
Xerxes, this would include those in the land of Palestine. These latter Jews 
were faithful to the Lord, worshiping in the rebuilt temple and living according 
to the stipulations of the Law ... A massive execution of thousands of Jews 
would thwart God's program. However, God cannot be thwarted (Job 42:2). 
He can overturn man's diabolical efforts, sometimes by miraculous acts, and 
sometimes through seeming acts of happenstance as in the following sequence. 
God is always working on behalf of His people. 

E"t he1·/I ..e<:t u n• .:"\ott•s St u<ly#3 - Est lwr 3 I- l · 17 doc 
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On learning that Mordecai refused to kneel before him or to pay him honor, 
Haman was enraged. So great was his wrath and injured pride that he 
determined to destroy all the Jews in Xerxes' kingdom. Haman was not 
satisfied with killing only Mordecai but was determined to succeed where Saul 
had failed (cf. lSa 15:9); Haman would destroy all his enemies. 
p.733 

_Haman was being satanically used to target the entire Jewish race in an 
unsuccessful attempt to change the course of redemptive history and God's 
plans for Israel. 
p. 557 

\-\ 1 +.le:r cl--GerW'\tl.l,¥'JJ d-u.nVl,'J 0 ~--11 

Mordecai's daily refusal to bow down to Haman filled the official with such 
rage that he sought to kill all Jewish people in the Persian empire. Haman's 
Amalekite ancestry would account for his deep hatred. 
p.607 

Haman's colossal pride and self-centeredness are highlighted in his great 
anger against Mordecai and his disdain to lay hands on him alone. His 
wrath embraced all Jews everywhere when he learned that this people, in 
abhorrence of idolatry, would not bow down to him. Hence, his insensate and 
diabolical decision to take vengeance on the whole people. 
p.660 
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Isn't it amazing the long-term ramifications that come when someone like 
Haman in a place ofleadership becomes very angry and "ENRAGED"? 

The anger multiples far beyond the conflict between Mordecai and Haman to 
that involving the whole Jewish race. 

Hebrews 12:14-15 (NET) 

Pursue peace with everyone, and holiness, for without it no one will see 
the Lord. See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God, that no 
one be like a bitter root springing up and causing trouble, and through 
him many become defiled. 
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F 7 ~ the twelfth yeax Q{ Kini; Xerxes. in the first mmlih, the !llQnih Q{ Nisan . 
._ ____ _, they cast the pur (that is. the lot) in the presence of Haman to select a 

day and month. And the lot fell on the twelfth month. the month of 
Adar. 

In the first month (that is, the month of Nisan), in the twelfth year of 
King Ahasuerus' reign, pur (that is, the lot) was cast before Haman in 
order to determine a day and a month. It turned out to be the twelfth 
month (that is, the month of Adar). 

In the first month, the month of Nisan, of the twelfth year of Xerxes, the 
pur-that is, the lot-was cast under Haman's charge to determine the 
propitious day and month. The lot turned up the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. 

King persuaded by Haman to destroy the Jews (3.·7-15) 

LOT CAST BY HAMAN (3:7-9) 

The author included a seemingly obscure part of the account by recording that 
Haman used a pur, a Babylonian word for the lot, to decide when the Jews 
should be killed. The original readers of this book would have understood that 
God was working to protect His people even in the timing of events. As things 
worked out, the Jews had almost a year in which to prepare themselves for the 
conflict with their enemies. 

Esther/f Pcturl' :'\otes/8tudy1J3 - l~st he1· 3: 1- I: 17.tloc 
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A little more than four years had gone by since Esther had become 
queen, in 478 B.C. (2:16). On the first day of the year, in Nisan _.(April-1\Iayl 
474 B.C., at the beginning of Xerxqs' 12th year. the pur was cast to select a 
day and month. Pur is the basis of the name of the Feast of PID·im (9:26). 
Presumably the day selected was when the execution of the Jews was to begin. 
Haman, along with many people in the Persian Empire, was extremely 
superstitious (cf. 6: 13). The Persian religious system stressed fate and chance. 
Haman was allowing fate, by t he casting of the lot, to dictate his move against 
the Jewish nation. Little did he then realize that the God who created all 
things and controls all events was in control of that situation, the lot-casting 
... God had already prepared a means of delivering His people from Haman's 
plot. The month chosen by the lot was the 12th month (February-March)
almost a year later. The day, stated later (Es. 3:13), was the 13th of the month 
(cf. 8:12; 9:1). CJ c,J~ Le FI- ! 

The NIV's translation of Psalm 31:15 helps us with what's going on here in the 
Book of Esther: 

Piihft 31:1§ (NIV) 

My times are in your hands; 
deliver me from my enemies 
and from those who pursue me. 

The NET Bible puts this twist to Psalm 31:15-16 by translating it as follows: 

PJMdm 31:15-16 (NET) 

You determine my destiny! 
Rescue me from the power of my enemies 
and those who chase me. 

Smile on your servant! 
Deliver me because of your faithfulness! 

EsthnlTPcture Notes/Study#.l ~~st her 3 J. U i.doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

42 

In the twelfth year of Xerxes' reign (474 B.C.) , five years after Esther had 
become queen (2:16), "the pur (that is, the lot)" was cast in Haman's presence 
to determine the day for the slaughter of the Jews. The purpose of the lot may 
have been only to determine an auspicious day for Haman to go before the king 
to make his request to kill the Jews. The non-Hebraic word pur anticipates the 
institution of Purim (i.e., "lots") in ch. 9. 
p. 733 

"The twelfth year" was five years after Esther became queen. This was more 
than a century after the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, some 
sixty-four years after the first return with Zerubbabel, and sixteen years before 
Ezra's return to J erusalem. Mordecai and Esther were from J ewish families 
that had stayed in Mesopotamia even after the fiTst return from captivity. 
p.328 

He then consults with his soothsayers to find out a lucky day for the designed 
massacre, v. 7. The resolve was taken up in the first moth, in the twelfth year 
of the king, when Esther had been his wife about five years. The lot fell upon 
the twelfth month, so that Mordecai and Esther had eleven months for the 
defeating of the design. 
p.507 

A lot would be like modern dice which were cast to determine futme decisions 
(cf. the Hebrew lot, 1 Chr. 26:14; Neh. 10:34; Jon. 1:7). Proverbs 16:33 states 
that God providentially controlled the outcome of the lot. Adar. February/ 
March. There would have been an eleven-month interval between Haman's 
decree and its expected fulfillment. 
p.558 
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... The word pur was the basis for the name of the Feast of Purim in ch. 9. 
The casting of lots was common in ancient times. The fact that the lot was cast 
at the beginning of the year to determine the best time to destroy the Jewish 
people fits with the culture of the day. The Babylonian religion maintained 
that the gods gathered at the beginning of each year to establish the destiny of 
human beings. 
p.607 

This was 474 B.C. , Xerxes' twelfth year. How ironical that in the first month of 
the year, which marked the Passover and the Egyptian deliverance, Haman 
began his plot to destroy Israel. Pur is an ancient Akkadian word meaning 
"lot." Casting lots was practiced in Yahwism where "the whole disposing 
thereof [was] of the LORD" (Prov. 16:33), but it was also a custom in pagan 
religion; so Haman had the astrologers and magicians cast the lot to decide 
what day of the year to bring destruction upon Israel. Little did Haman realize 
God's wonderful overruling providence in this instance. As they cast the lot for 
each subsequent day of the year, it fell upon the thirteenth day of Adar 
(NASB margin) , the last month, giving time for the nefarious plan to be 
counteracted and the issuance of a counterdecree. 
p.661 
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He selected the day (Es. 3:7). Haman and some of the court 
astrologers cast lots to determine the day for the Jews' destruction. This was 
done privately before Haman approached the king with his plan. Haman 
wanted to be sure that his gods were with him and that his plan would 
succeed. 

The Eastern peoples in that day took few important steps without 
consulting the stars and the omens. A century before, when King 
Nebuchadnezzar and his generals couldn't agree on a campaign strategy, they 
paused to consult their gods. "For the king of Babylon stands at the parting of 
the road, at the fork of the two roads, to use divination: he shakes the arrows, 
he consults the images, he looks at the liver" (Ezek. 21:21, NKJV). 1 The 
Babylonian word puru means "lot," and from it the Jews get the name of their 
feast, Purim (Es. 9:26). 

It's interesting that Haman began this procedure in the month of Nisan, 
the very month in which the Jews celebrated their deliverance from Egypt. As 
the astrologers cast lots over the calendar, month by month and day by day, 
they arrived at the most propitious date: the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month (v. 13). This decision was certainly of the Lord, because it gave the 
Jews a whole year to get ready, and because it would also give Mordecai and 
Esther time to act. "The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof 
is of the Lord" (Prov. 16:33, KJV). 
pp. 719-20 

:- '• ~ '1 

_I ... ~ •• ....._~~~ 

In his heart a ma n plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps . 

Many are the pla ns in a ma n's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that 
prevails. 
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@h~n lillmllll §llill IQ King Xerxes, ''Ther~ is ll.~rtain p~Qpl~. djsoersed and 
scattered among the peoples in all the proymces of your kmgdom whose 
customs are different from those of all other people and who do not obey 
the king's laws: it is not in the king's best interest to tolerate them. 

Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, "There is a particular people that 
is dispersed and spread throughout the inhabitants in all the provinces 
of your kingdom whose laws differ from those of all other peoples. 
Furthermore, they do not observe the king's laws. It is not appropriate 
for the king to provide a haven for them. 

Haman then spoke with King Xerxes: "There is an odd set of people 
scattered through the provinces of your kingdom who don't fit in. Their 
customs and ways are different from those of everybody else. Worse, 
they disregard the king's laws. They're an affront; the king shouldn't 
put up with them. 

You will notice that Haman does not mention the Jews by name, but Tathor 
refers to them as "A CERTAIN PEOPLE." 

Haman is taking the TWO THINGS that provide the basis for his being so 
enraged over Mordecai and applying it. to the whole Jewish race. 

He evidently has ascertained that l\lordecai's conflict with him has to do with 
the fact that he is a Jew. It is l\lordecai and not all the people who "DO NOT 
OBEY THE KING'S LAWS." 

The verse then concludes with a PROPOSAL from Haman: 

"IT IS NOT IN THE KING'S BEST INTEREST TO TO LERA TE THEM." 
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Haman went in to the king to present his plan. Falsely accusing all Jews of 
refusing to o bey t h e king's laws, he suggested that the king would be better 
off if the Jews, scattered throughout the empire, were exterminated. 

Haman's presentation of his plan is a subtle mixture of truth, half-truth 
and lies, in that order. While it was true that the Jews had their own laws, it 
was false to accuse them of disobeying the law of the state. 
p. 74 

The disproportionate scope of Haman's rage is staggering, and there is a 
sense in which nothing could have prepared the reader for such barbarity. 
Even if we had begun to be slightly nervous about guilt by association on the 
basis of Mordecai's public identification as a Jew, the fact that Haman now 
proposes genocide as a solution to one individual's lack of respect is 
unimaginable. Yet there are several clues, dropped like breadcrumbs along the 
path of the previous narrative, that serve as hints of horrors to come. 
Disproportion, remember, was characteristic of the Persian court in chapters 1 
and 2. Ahasuerus's lavish banquets strained credulity in both length and 
opulence. The king's reaction to both the disobedient Vashti and the search for 
her successor seemed unnecessarily "over the top." Then there was the matter 
of the apparently unjust promotion of Haman on the heels of Mordecai's act of 
loyalty. Throughout the book there has been a pattern of people getting far 
less-or more-than they deserve. Excess, disproportion, and overreaction 
seem to be the order of the day in Ah asuerus's court. What we realize now, 
however, is that we "haven't seen anything yet." Haman makes Ahasuerus 
look like Mr. Moderation. 
p. 38 
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The whole thing came crashing down on Esther's head when a serious conflict 
erupted between "Mordecai the Jew" and another nobleman, "Ham~n the 
Agagite," Xerxes' second in command. Animosity between them quickly 
spiraled out of control. The two men embodied the age-old stru~gle between 
God's people and their enemies.7 Haman became so obsessed with hatred for 
his nemesis, even the death of Mordecai couldn't quench his thirst for revenge. 
He raised the stakes by plotting genocide against Jewish people throughout 
the Persian Empire. 

7. Karen Jobes, Esther, ed . Terry Muck, The NN Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, 
Mich.: Zondervan, 1999), 120-21. ... 

p. 149 

Haman scorned a simple revenge upon Mordecai as a personal enemy. 
Eliminating a single individual was far too small a payback for his wounded 
vanity. Instead, he planned an end to all of Mordecai's people throughout the 
empire. Mordecai's stand for truth would have repercussions not just in his 
own life but also in those of his family, his friends, and his community (Esth. 
3:6). The whole people group would have to pay for the actions of a single 
individual. 
p.37 

So why did Ahasuerus allow Haman to pass his decree? In the first 
place, he didn't care enough to find out what was really going on. Haman's 
description of the problem was remarkably vague: there is a certain group of 
people who keep to themselves, have their own laws, and do not obey the laws 
of the king. The quality that was attractive in the imperial drinking cups
that every one should be different-was apparently a drawback for ethnic 
groups. The Israelites had committed the ultimate sin against the empire: the 
sin of not being assimilated. So, as Haman went on to add, "It is not to the 
king's profit to tolerate them" (Esth. 3:8). Apparently, Ahasuerus never even 
inquired who the people were or what exactly it was costing him to leave them 
alone . 
p.38 
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And now he approacheth the King who was ignorant of Haman's dark 
counsel. He tells the King of a certain people which inhabit his kingdom. He 
avoids mentioning their names. If he had the plot would not have succeeded 
for Xerxes must have been well acquainted with the illustrious history of the 
Jews and he knew that ever since Cyrus the policy of the Persian Empire had 
been the protection of the Jews. 
p. 98 

He makes a false and malicious representation of the Jews, and their 
character, to the king, v. 8. He would have the king believe, 1. That the Jews 
were a despicable people, and that it was not for his credit to harbour them: 
"A certain people there is, scattered abroad and dispersed in all the provinces as 
fugitives and vagabonds on the earth, and inmates in all countries, the burden 
and scandal of the places where they live." 2. That they were a dangerous 
people. "They have laws of their own, and conform not to the statutes of the 
kingdom, and may be looked upon as disaffected to the government, which may 
end in a rebellion." 
p.507 

Haman having by means of the lot fixed upon a favourable day for the 
execution of the massacre, betook himself to the king to obtain a royal decree 
for the purpose. He represented to the monarch: "There is a people scattered 
abroad and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of thy kingdom, 
and their laws are different from all other people (i.e. from the laws of all other 
people), and they keep not the laws of the king, and it is not fitting for the king 
to leave them alone. 
pp. 345-6 
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As chief among the royal nobles, Haman was probably allowed greater access 
to Xerxes. He used half-truths, lies, generalizations, and faulty reasoning to 
map out his plans and construct his conclusions for the king. 
p.309 

a certain people. Haman never divulged their identity. 
p.558 

This strange thing we are talking about and the latest example at which 
we may look is the story of Hitler and Germany. The story of that madman as 
he put forth his main tenet "anti-Semitism." It is estimated that under his 
edict six million of these people perished. Where is Germany today? Where is 
Hitler? Let these who have persecuted the Jew read God's statement to them 
... "I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee," and 
"No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper." 
pp. 40-41 

Little natures require great revenge. Little natures endeavour to 
magnify themselves by exaggeration. Small statues require high pedestals. 
Haman will not lay hands upon Mordecai, he will lay hands upon the whole 
Jewish race, so far as that race can be discovered in the country, and he will 
kill every man, woman, and child. Was he a right man to be promoted and 
advanced? Elevation tests men. A little brief authority discovers what is in a 
man's heart. How many men are honest, and modest, and gentle, and 
gracious, until they become clothed with a little brief authority! They do not 
know themselves-what wonder if they forget themselves? Haman therefore 
resolved upon the extirpation of the Jews in his country-
p. 325 
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My friend J. Vernon McGee used to say, "The Jew has attended the funeral of 
every one of the nations that tried to exterminate him"; and Haman was not to 
be an exception. 
p.96 
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Quit pleases th~ king. let a d~we be issued to destroy tlll:m, and I will put 
ten thousand talents of silyer into the royal treasury for the men who 

h" b . " carry out t isusmess. 

If the king is so inclined, let an edict be issued to destroy them. I will 
pay ten thousand talents of silver to be conveyed to the king's treasuries 
for the officials who carry out this business." 

If it please the king, let orders be given that they be destroyed. I'll pay 
for it myself. I'll deposit 375 tons of silver in the royal bank to finance 
the operation." 

Haman said he himself was willing to bear the costs involved in carrying out 
this decree. Haman must have been a man of immense wealth. As the 
highest official he undoubtedly had many opportunities to add to his personal 
fortune. Ten thousand talents of silver weighed about 750.000 pounds. an 
enormous amount worth millions of dollar s in presen t -day currency. That was 
the staggering sum wnich Haman was willing to pay. Possibly this huge sum 
made the king suspicious of Haman. Surely he could not have acquired so 
much money without being crooked. (Interestingly, however, the king did not 
make him pay the money; v. 11.) At that time Persia used silver as its 
monetary standard. 

·%~~Jr~~~: 
- --
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To obtain the king's permission to destroy the Jews, Haman appealed to the 
monarch's greed, offering to put ten thousand talents of silver of his own 
private fortune into the royal treasury to pay the men who would carry out the 
pogrom. The value of the silver was a fabulous sum, estimated to weigh 
approximately 375 tons. It has also been estimated to represent the equivalent 
of two-thirds of the annual income of the Persian Empire. Perhaps Haman 
planned to acquire such a large sum by confiscating the Jews' property. 
p.733 

Haman's colossal scheme for the annihilation of the Jewish race is 
worthy of its great instigator, that old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan. 
The proud Agagite was but a mere puppet in his hands. Haman desired to 
obtain revenge for the slight put upon his dignity: the Devil sought to make 
void the promises of God. The awful foe of God and man knew well that 
Jehovah had declared that from David's house should arise the One who was to 
bruise his head-One who is to "destroy him that had the power of death, that 
is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage" (Heb. 2:14-15). That nation destroyed, the promised 
Deliver could not appear, and the Word of God would be rendered null and 
void. Again and again had he sought to accomplish them. When the hand of 
Saul threw the javelin at the youthful David, it was Satan who inspired it, but 
God who protected the minstrel from the blow, the might live to be the 
conservator of the promise. When the wicked queen Athaliah sought to destroy 
all the seed royal, is was the Devil who put the awful thought in her mind, but 
God who nourished the infant Joash in the temple courts. 
p. 173 

This sum, reckoning by the Babylonish talent, will be about $10,000,000 in our 
money: but estimated according to the Jewish talent, it will considerably 
exceed $15,000,000 an immense contribution to be made out of a private 
fortune. 
p.356 
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To seal the deal, Haman offered a bribe. He would put ten thousand 
talents of silver into the royal treasury for the men who carry out this 
business. And so Haman followed the second rule of modern political thought: 
any economic advantage advances the nation. Ten thousand talents equaled 
about 375 tons-an enormous amount of silver. One can only imagine how 
Haman planned to raise these funds. 
p.309 

Pride blinds people to what they really are and makes them insist on 
having what they really don't deserve. The British essayist Walter Savage 
Landor (1775-1864) wrote, "When little men cast long shadows, it is a sign that 
the sun is setting." Haman was a little man, indeed, but his vanity compelled 
him to make himself look and sound bigger than he really was. 
pp. 96-97 

\\'hat iH so amazing to me in this verse is to see the king vulnerable for this 
kind of action with a proposal that would extinguish a race of people. 

xer)-'~ 
WtHittm has had his own life spared because o£Mordecai's loyalty to him and 
letting word be known of the assassination plot. 

Kindnes::; Teceived should issue in kindness given to others. 

You do not see that at all in what Haman proposes and Xerxes puts into law. 
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Kay Warren Sees Human Capacity for Evil 

The first time I visited Rwanda, I went looking for monsters, albeit a different 
category of monster-the kind that isn't relegated to B movies. I had heard 
about the 1994 genocide that had left one million people dead-tortured, raped, 
viciously murdered-and somehow I thought it would be easy to spot the 
perpetrators. I naively assumed I would be able to look men and women in the 
eyes and tell if they had been involved. I was full of self-righteous judgment. 

What I found left me puzzled, confused, and ultimately frightened. Instead of 
finding leering, menacing creatures, I met men and women who looked and 
behaved a lot like me. They took care of their families, went to work, chatted 
with their neighbors, laughed, cried, prayed, and worshiped. Where were the 
monsters? Where were the evildoers capable of heinous acts? Slowly, with a 
deepening sense of dread, I understood the truth: There were no monsters in 
Rwanda, just people like you and me .... 

Before that trip, I can't tell you the number of times I reacted to evil I read 
about or witnessed by saying, "I would never do that!" But thousands of years 
of bloody human history prove differently. Fifty-four years of my own history 
prove differently. We are all proficient in our ability to conceive, plan, and 
execute evil. Of course, we don't call it evil when we're the ones involved. But 
it is. As French writer La Rochefoucauld observed, "There is hardly a man 
clever enough to recognize the full extent of the evil he does." You might as 
well face the shameful truth: You and I, put in the right situation, will do 
absolutely anything. Given the right circumstances, I am capable of any sin. 
I've grown more afraid of the monster lurking in the dark corners of my soul 
than of any monster lurking in the dark corners of my house. 

Kay Warren, "The Only Hope for Monsters," Chris tianity Today magazine 
(October 2008), p. 98 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
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Worst Persecutors of Christians 

According to the Open Doors' 2008 World Watch List, North Korea has been 
named the worst place for a Christian to live for the sixth year in a row. In 
North Korea, citizens are strictly banned from worshiping any other gods 
except those enforced in state religion-a personality cult that celebrates the 
current dictator, Kim Jong il, and his deceased father, Kim il Sung. 

"It is certainly not a shock that North Korea is No. 1," said Carl Moeller, 
President /CEO of Open Doors USA. "There is no other country in the world 
where Christians are being persecuted in such a horrible and systematic 
manner." It is estimated that there are 400,000 to 500,000 believers secretly 
practicing their faith in North Korea. 

The full list of worst places for Christians to live in the world is as follows: 

1. North Korea 
2. Saudi Arabia 
3. Iran 
4. Maldives 
5. Bhutan 
6. Yemen 
7. Afghanistan 
8. Laos 
9. Uzbekistan 
10.China 

The top ten list is based on the answers to 50 questions that cover various 
aspects of religious freedom from Open Doors' indigenous contacts, field 
workers, and persecuted believers. 

" Van M~rris, Mount Washington, Kentucky; source: 
Top 10 Worst Places to Live as a Christian," www.christianpost.com 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
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The Bloodiest Century 

The 20th century was the bloodiest in human history. In Humanity: A Moral 
History of the 20th Century, Jonathan Glover estimates that 86,000,000 people 
died in wars fought from 1900 to 1989. That means 2,500 people every day, or 
100 people every hour, for 90 years. 

In addition to those killed in war, government-sponsored genocide and mass 
murder killed approximately 120,000,000 people in the 20th century-perhaps 
more than 80,000,000 in the two Communist countries of China and the Soviet 
Union alone, according to R. J. Rummel's Statistics of Democide. 

Excerpted from our sister publication Christianity Today, © 2007 Chris tianity Today 
International. For more articles like this, visit ChxistianityToday.com/ct 

Ron S ider, "Courageous Nonviolence," Christianity Today (December 2007) 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
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S ig' so the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son 
L:._ __ ;: _ _, Qf Hammedatha. the Agagite. the enemy of the Jews. 

So the king removed his signet ring from his han d ~nd gave it to Haman 
the son of Hammedath a, the Agagite, who was hostile toward the J ews. 

The king slipped his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman 
son of Hammedath a the Agagite, archenemy of the J ews. 

KING'S PERMISSION GIVEN (3: 10-11) 

Xerxes, as before, was easily influenced by h is officials . . . He accepted 
Haman's advice and acquiesced. By giving his signet ring to Haman, Xerxes 
was allowing the enemy of the Jews, as Haman was now called, to send out 
a proclamation to the empire in the king's name. 

All he needed was enou gh reason to do what seemed in his best interest. He 
was the victim of flimsy logic, the kind of superficia l argument that can easily 
persua de the lazy mind. 4 

4. Fox, Character and Ideology, 173-74. Compare the description of Ahasuerus in C.F. 
Keil, Esther, trans. S. Taylor (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1988 reprint), 306-7. 
p . 39 
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Indeed, that point is even clearer when we see the connection between 
this chapter and chapter 2. Chapter 2 ended with Mordecai saving the king's 
life by uncovering a plot to kill him, and with this deed being recorded "in the 
presence of the king" (Esth. 2:23). Then, continuing on into chapter 3, the king 
promoted ... Haman! How thoughtless of the king not simply to pass over 
rewarding the one who has saved his life and to promote another, but also 
carelessly to pass an edict that is designed to result in his death! Ahasuerus 
didn't think clearly about what was happening, because he didn't really care. 
p.39 

Without any examination into the condition of the people, he consented to their 
destruction. So loath are men that love their pleasure to take any pains to 
distinguish between truth and falsehood. 
p.692 

Then the King took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, 
the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 

Esther 3:10 

Which is like giving your MasterCard to your associate and saying, "Ring it 
up!" 

The king's signet ring contained an inscription that was the unique 
official seal With it, he signed decrees and other documents by impressing the 
seal on clay, giving them his sanction. For example, an edict would be written 
on a scroll; the scroll would be rolled up and sealed shut with a small wad of 
soft clay; then the king would press his signet ring into the clay, leaving the 
impression of the inscription. This meant, "Let it be written" or "Let it be 
done." That was the significance of the ring he gave to Haman. In 
acquiescing, the king literally stamped his official approval on this hideous 
plan-a plan that would include the Jewish queen, Esther herself, though at 
the time he had no knowledge of that. When an evil plan gets underway, there 
are always unknown areas of wickedness no one thinks about ahead of time. 
p.67 
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So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and 
said: "O King Darius, live forever! The royal administrators, prefects, 
satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should 
issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god 
or man during the next thirty days, except to you, 0 king, shall be 
thrown into the lions' den. Now, 0 king, issue the decree and put it in 
writing so that it cannot be altered-in accordance with the laws of the 
Medes and Persians, which cannot be [annulled] repealed." So King 
Darius put the decree in writing. 

The naivete of these Persian leaders is beyond human comprehension that 
they would make such decrees without further peTsonal investigation. 

I wish we could challenge Xerxes with the fact that he needs to be careful when 
you sign off on legislation, like he has done here in this situation. 

ca::swm - ........,._ -
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[ v. ~"Keep the m~ney." the kin&; said t2 Haman , "and do with the ne2ple as 
you please. 

The king replied to Haman, "Keep your money, and do with those people 
whatever you wish." 

"Go ahead," the king said to Haman. "It's your money- do whatever you 
want with those people." 

Five times in the Book of Esther, Haman is called the Jews' enemy . .. The 
signet ring, when impressed on clay, made a special imprint, which, like a 
signature, represented the king's authority .. . The king noted that Haman 
could do with the people as he pleased. Little did the king realize that his 
queen, Esther, was a Jewess and would be included in this hideous plan. 

Thus Haman was given unlimited authority to carry out his plan. The king 
was unaware that by giving blanket authority to Haman to execute the Jews, 
he had also placed his own wife under a death sentence. The king's rejection of 
Haman's silver may ha~e been only an exa?pl Oriental politeness that did 
not actually mean he reJected the payment (cf. :7 where it seems that the 
bribe was paid). 
p. 733 J.fa J__ . 

Ii ~ 13-."-.. }- /fw,_~ if f'vlOM.. e 1 ~~ft ~To>Yl "''"[ 
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The light and careless way in which Ahasuerus handed away to Haman 
the lives of tens of thousands of his industrious and useful subjects is 
deservedly branded as "perhaps the most shocking example of oriental 
despotism on record." It ranks with the recent callous announcement of Nazi 
Hitler, that he was prepared to sacrifice the lives of a million Germans to 
invade England. Conscience and common sense alike protest the wrongness of 
such wide power being in the hands of any one man. A really sound and good 
man will refuse to bear such a responsibility singly. A bad man can only abuse 
it. Democracy may be beset with many complex difficulties, but it is 
immeasurably preferable to despotism or dictatorship. Such was the fatuous 
conceit of Ahasuerus that beside heartlessly handing over an unknown number 
of men, women and children to cold-blooded murder, he actually made a 
present to Haman of the ten thousand talents of silver which Haman had 
offered to pay into the royal treasury, to compensate the emperor financially 
for the destruction of the Jews (iii. II)! 
p.271 

In addition, the king with incredible callousness made Haman a present of the 
enormous sum he had offered the king and in cold blood turned over a people, 
whom he did not even bother to identify by name, to wholesale annihilation in 
true Hitler-like fashion. 
p. 661 

Like a cancerous tumor, Haman's hatred for Mordecai soon developed 
into hatred for the whole Jewish race. Haman could have reported Mordecai's 
crime to the king, and the king would have imprisoned Mordecai or perhaps 
had him executed; but that would not have satisfied Haman's lust for revenge. 
No, his hatred had to be nourished by something bigger, like the destruction of 
a whole nation. As with Judas in the Upper Room, so with Haman in the 
palace: he became a murderer. Mark Twain called anti-Semitism "the swollen 
envy of pygmy minds." And he was right. 
p . 100 
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1 : ~~II on the thirtee11th day Qf th~ first m2n.th the rQyal &~~r~taries were 
- - summoned. They wrote out in the script of each province and in the 

languae-e of each people all Haman's orders to the king's satraps. the 
governors of the various provinces and the nobles of the various peoples. 
These were written in the name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with 
his own ring. 

So the royal scribes were summoned in the first month, on the 
thirteenth day of the month. Everything Haman commanded was 
written to the king's satraps and governors who were in every province 
and to the officials of every people, province by province according to its 
script and people by people according to its language. In the name of 
King Ahasuerus it was written and sealed with the king's signet ring. 

The king's secretaries were brought in on the thirteenth day of the first 
month. The orders were written out word for word as Haman had 
addressed them to the king's satraps, the governors of every province, 
and the officials of every people. They were written in the script of each 
province and the language of each people in the name of King Xerxes 
and sealed with the royal signet ring. 

PROCLAMATIONS SENT OUT (3:12-15) 

Haman's proclamation, sent out under the king's name to all the provinces 
and in various languages ... called for the death of all Jewish people including 
women and little children. Haman intended to rid the world of God's 
covenant people. Also the executioners were ordered to confiscate propert 
owned by Jews. B.C. 
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The story moves quickly to the thirteenth day of the first month. In both 
Babylonian and Persian cultures, the number thirteen was considered 
unlucky. The decree of doom for the Jews was issued on this portentous date; 
it was also, ironically, the day before Passover, the historical celebration of 
God's deliverance and salvation. 
p.310 
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WWW 1 
y . 13 Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the kin~'s provinces with the order 

to destroy. k ill and annihilate all the Jews-youn~ and old. women and 
little children--on a sin~le day. the thirteenth day of the twelfth month. 
the month of Adar. and to plunder their ~oods. 

Letters were sent by the runners to all the king's provinces stating that 
they should destroy, kill, and annihilate all the Jews, from youth to 
elderly, both women and children, on a particular day, namely the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month (that is, the month of Adar), and to 
loot and plunder their possessions. 

Bulletins were sent out by couriers to all the king's provinces with 
orders to massacre, kill, and eliminate all the Jews-youngsters and old 
men, women and babies-on a single day, the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month, the month Adar, and to plunder their goods. 

When you are doing something wrong, you've always got to be doing it in haste 
and hurry as fast as possible. 

These courie rs, or runners, were sent "TO ALL THE KING'S PROVINCES." 
The "ORDER" that they carried was: 

1. "TO DESTROY, KILL AND ANNIHILATE ALL THE JEWS," 

2. the specifica tion of who was included-"YOUNG AND OLD, 
WOMEN AND LITTLE CHILDREN," 

3 . th e time th ey' re supposed to do this-"ON A SINGLE DAY, THE 
THIRTEENTH DAY OF THE TWELFTH MONTH, THE MONTH 
OFADAR," 

4 . when they complete the massacre, t hey a re a1so to "PLUNDER 
THEIR GOODS"- plunder their earthly possessions . 

tJl A RC H 7 ~ 7 3 rs. e.. 
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Destroy, slay, annihilate: the threefold expression is a stylistic feature of legal 
documents and reflects 'the age-old predilection of officialdom for legalistic 
terminology that has survived through the ages, in present-day America [and 
we could add Britain] no less than in ancient Persia'.1 The same is true of 
what follows, though all Jews, young and old, being masculine in form, might 
have been thought to exclude women and children. In this death-warrant they 
were specifically included. Eleven months still had to elapse before the 
thirteenth of Adar, Haman's day chosen by lot for the massacre. The 
plundering of Jewish goods was permitted to provide incentive, but it is still 
hard to envisage the slaughter taking place by order, from cold. 

lRobert Gordis, 'Religion, Wisdom and History in the Book of Esther - A New Solution to an 
Ancient Crux'. JBL 100. 3 (1981), p. 377. 

pp. 75-76 

The bloody edict is drawn up, signed, and published, giving orders to the 
militia of every province to be ready against the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, and, on that day, to murder all the Jews, men, women, and children, 
and seize their effects, v. 12-14. No crime is laid to their charge; but die they 
must, without mercy. 
p.507 

An ambitious plot to annihilate the Jews in just one day. Historians have 
calculated the date to be March 7, 473 B.C. The king had unwittingly approved 
this provision which would kill his own queen. 
p.558 
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t 
1 

v. 14 A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province 
._ __ J and made known to the people of every nationality so they would be 

ready for that day. 

A copy of this edict was to be presented as law throughout every 
province; it was to be made known to all the inhabitants, so that they 
would be prepared for this day. 

Copies of the bulletin were to be posted in each province, publicly 
available to all peoples, to get them ready for that day. 
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~ 
I 

v. : 5 Spurred on by the kin~'s command. the couriers went out. and the edict 
._ _____ J was issued in the citadel of Susa. The kin~ and Haman sat down to 

drink. but the city of Susa was bewildered. 

The messengers scurried forth with the king's order. The edict was 
issued in Susa the citadel. While the king and Haman sat down to 
drink, the city of Susa was in a n uproar! 

At the king's command, the couriers took off; the order was also posted 
in the palace complex of Susa. The king and Hama n sat back and had 
a drink while the city of Susa reeled from the news . 

The edict ... bewildered the people in the city of Susa (cf. 8: 15). 
Apparently such a decr ee had never before come from the royal court. 
Hama n's bloodt hirstiness, along with Xerxes' seeming indiffer ence to such 
at rocities, was incredible even to a sophisticated society which was used to 
cruel behavior. Perhaps other minority populat ions wondered if they would be 
the next to be annihilated. 

The CONTRAST and HARDNESS OF HEART can be seen in these two men by 
the fact that once the edict has been issued, they are celebrating together over 
wine. 
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Haman co':ld send out the death warrants for thousands of innocent people 
and then sit down to a banquet with the king! What a calloused heart he had! 
He was like the people the prophet Amos described: "that drink wine in bowls 
and an~in_t themselves,,with the chief ointment~; but they are not grieved for ' 
the affhct10n of Joseph (Amos 6:6). However, m the end, it was his own death 
warrant that Haman had sealed; for within less that three months, Haman 
would be a dead man (Es. 8:9). 
p. 104 

Helen Keller said, "Science may have found a cure for most evils, but it 
has found no remedy for the worst of them all-the apathy of human beings" 
(My Religion, p. 162). Jesus vividly illustrated that apathy in the Parable of 
the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37). He pointed out that two religious men, a 
priest and a Levite, ignored the needs of the dying man, while the Samaritan, 
a hated outsider, sacrificed to take care of him. Jesus also made it clear that 
loving the Lord ought to make us love our neighbor, and our neighbor is 
anyone who needs us. 

Therefore, before we condemn wicked Haman, let's examine our own 
hearts. Billions of lost sinners in today's world are under a sentence of eternal 
death, and most Christians do very little about it. We can sit at our church 
banquets and Sunday dinners without even thinking about helping to get the 
message out that "the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world" (1 
John 4:14). 

In June 1865, missionary to China, J. Hudson Taylor, had gone to stay 
with friends at Brighton, a popular British resort city by the sea. He was 
weary and ill and seeking the will of God for the future of his ministry. On 
Sunday, June 25, "unable to bear the sight of rejoicing multitudes in the house 
of God," he went for a walk on the sands and wrestled with God in agony of 
soul. God met him in a fresh way, and he trusted God to provide twenty-four 
workers to labor with him in China. Two days later, he went to the London & 
County Bank and opened an account in the name of the China Inland Mission! 
It was the beginning of a miracle ministry that continues today.2 

2see Hudson Taylor and the China Inland Mission: The Growth of a Work of God, pp. 31-32. 
pp. 104-5 
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The contempt of the king and Haman who sat down to drink while this 
message was being delivered cannot help but strike a responsive chord of 
empathy for the Jewish people among the readers of this book. The text notes 
that even the people in the city of Shushan were perplexed. The severe 
brutality of the decree is emphasized by the utter unconcern for human life 
expressed in this line. One the other hand, God's providence is certainly seen 
in the allowance of eleven months' time before the decree will go into effect. 
p.608 

The chapter closes with one last stroke of irony. While the couriers are 
carrying o~t ~heir appointed rounds in every far-flung province of the empire, 
the decree is ISsued close to home as well. While Haman and the king sit down 
for a drink after their hard day's work, all Susa is "thrown into confusion." 
One shouldn't wonder. 
p.43 
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The cruel measure could not but fill all peace-loving citizens with horror and 
anxiety.-Here the question is forced upon us, why the decree should have 
been so prematurely published. The scribes were summoned to prepare it on 
the thirteenth day of the first month. For this purpose, even though many 
copies had to be made in different languages, no very long time would be 
required in a well-appointed government office. As soon as the scribes had 
finished their work, the decree was sent out by the posts into all quarters of 
the realm, and would arrive in even the most distant provinces in three weeks 
at furthest. This would place almost eleven, and in the remotest parts about 
ten months between the publication and execution of the decree. What then 
was the motive for such an interval? Certainly so long a time could not be 
required for preparing to carry it out, nor is this hinted at in the text, as 
Bertheau supposes. Nor could it be intended that the Jews should suffer a long 
period of anxiety. On the contrary, the motive seems to have been, as Clericus 
and others have already conjectured, to cause many Jews to leave their 
property and escape to other lands, for the sake of preserving their lives. Thus 
Haman would attain his object. He would be relieved of the presence of the 
Jews, and be able to enrich himself by the appropriation of their possessions 
(comp. p. 307). On the other hand, the providence of God overruling the event 
in the interest of the Jews, is unmistakeably evident both in Haman's haste to 
satisfy his desire for vengeance, and in the falling of the lot upon so distant a 
day. It was only because there was so long an interval between the publication 
of the decree and the day appointed by lot for its execution, that is was possible 
for the Jews to take means for averting the destruction with which they were 
threatened, as the further development of the history will show. 
pp. 348-9 

... But that is most true which we read: 'The triumphing of the wicked (is) 
short, and the joy of the hypocrite (but) for a moment. Though his excellency 
mount up to the heavens and his head reach unto the clouds; (yet) he shall 
perish for ever like his own dung: they which have seen him shall say, Where 
(. ) h ?'" lS e. 
p.58 
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~ 4:y . 1 ken Mordecai learned of all that had been clone. he t2re his ci<>thes. uut 
.... L---J on sackcloth and ashes. and went out into the city. wa1lmg loudly and 

bitterly. fer ha f.5. IS° !VJ.ii I 1 (;,fl 

~Rw'.S ~qffe~d .-,t,~1Ao.rf 
Tk e ,,,.,,, ~ T y-e_ t 

Esther Decides to Risk Everything in order to Help Her People 

Now when Mordecai became aware of all th at had been done, he tore his 
garments and put on sackcloth and ashes. He went ou t into the city, 
crying out in a loud and bit ter voice. 

When Mordecai learned what had been done, he r ipped his clothes to 
shreds and put on sackcloth and ashes. Then he went out in the streets 
of the city crying out in loud and bitter cries. 

Mordecai mourned (4: 1-3) 

Whatever had been Mordecai's reasons for not bowing to Hama n, he was now 
in great mourning. His feud with Hama n, whether legit imate or not, h ad 
caused a great crisis for his whole nation. He feared th at God's Chosen People 
would be destroyed and God's program thwar ted. He knew the amount of 
money Hama n had agreed to spend on this vast project as he had a copy of the 
edict (vv. 7-8). Wearing sackcloth and ashes and crying publicly signified 
mourning ... Mordecai was identifying himself t o the public as one in great 
distress. Perhaps he was remorseful for h aving revealed his nation ality ... 
and thus having endangered the lives of thousands of his people. 
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4:1 sackcloth and ashes. And outward sign of inward distress and 
humiliation (cf. Jer. 6:26; Dan. 9:3; Matt. 11:21). Mordecai realized that he 
had prompted this genocidal retaliation by Haman. 
p.558 

ESTHER 4 

An irrepressible grief. A crisis does not make a person; it shows what 
a person is made of. In spite of the danger involved, Mordecai publicly 
displayed his grief and let people know his position. He would not stand by 
and do nothing when the authorities were about slaughter innocent people, 
including children. 

An inaccessible king. Oriental monarchs were supposed to hear only 
good news: they reigned in a world of illusion, sheltered from reality. Even the 
queen had to have permission to talk to him! How different it is with the King 
of kings. He has worn the sackcloth of sorrow, He knows how we feel, and He 
gives us free access to His throne (Heb. 10: 19-22). 

An incomparable opportunity. God uses people to accomplish His 
purposes, and Esther was God's prepared servant for that hour (v. 14; Eph. 
2: 10). God accomplishes His purposes even if we disobey His call, but we are 
the losers. Mordecai did not want Esther's gifts; he wanted her life 
surrendered to the Lord. She became a living sacrifice to accomplish the work 
of God (Rom. 12:1). 
pp. 274-5 

There were perhaps 15 million Jews scattered throughout the Persian 
Empire. Because of Haman's enmity and the king's stupidity, all of them were 
now appointed to die, unless they pulled up stakes and left the kingdom. 
p. 107 

F.!=;thc>rll.Rcture Note~ Stuclv#3 - Estlwr 3: 1- &· li doc 
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73 

I know He tries me only to increase my faith, and that is all in love. Well, 
if He is glorified, I am content. 

-J. HUDSON TAYLOR 

How, then, did God take an impossible situation, flip it around, and use 
it for His honor? The story of parted waters shows us that God gains glory 

when His enemies are defeated; 

when His children are delivered; 

when His name is exalted; 

when His exploits are remembered; and 

when His praises are sounded. 

"God sometimes raises difficulties in the way of His people," said 
Matthew Henry, "that He may have the glory of subduing them, and helping 
His people over them." 

The Lord devises ways of turning difficulties into deliverances and 
problems into praise. He gives beauty for ashes and an attitude of worship for 
the spirit of heaviness. He will glorify His name in the lives of His children, 
whatever their afflictions. He will gain honor for Himself over our adversarial 
situations. In the process, He will leave behind such blessings as make the 
burdens melt away like wax in the sunshine. 
pp. 23-24 

p.25 

The sorest afflictions never appear intolerable, except when we see them 
in the wrong light. 

- BROTHER LA WREN CE 

F:stlwr/LRcturP ~ofp,.JSt utlv#3 E<:t hC'I" 3: 1- I· 17 doc 
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The great tyrant has not forgotten you, and he designs your capture and 
re-enslavement. 

- CHARLES SPURGEON 
p.30 

What a CONTRAST Mordecai's response to the edict and that of Xerxes and 
Haman's back in Esther 3:15. 

'S ;rrH1c:y dot.0Y1 dr1:.iK1i19 Wtfi-e I 

E-.t hPrfl..<>cture ~ote':I Study#3 - Est lwr 3: 1- I I i.cloc 
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[ ,y. 5 But he went Qnly as far as th~ kini:' s n te, because no one cl21hed in 
sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 

But he went no further than the king's gate, for no one was permitted to 
enter the king's gate clothed in sackcloth. 

He came only as far as the King's Gate, for no one dressed in sackcloth 
was allowed to enter the King's Gate. 

r•;><thertLeeture ~otes/Study#,1 J<:!';tlwr l:l-1:11.tio<· 
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[Vi}in eyery oroviru;~ to which the edict and Q[der Qf th!: kin~ came. thel'.ll was 
great mournm~ amon~ the Jews. with fastm~. weepin~ and wailin~. 
Many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

Throughout each and every province where the king's edict and law 
were announced there was considerable mourning among the Jews, 
along with fasting, weeping, and sorrow. Sackcloth and ashes were 
characteristic of many. 

As the king's order was posted in every province, there was loud lament 
among the Jews-fasting, weeping, wailing. And most of them stretched 
out on sackcloth and ashes. 

Everywhere Jews heard of the edict, and they had the same response. 
Certainly many Jewish people must have prayed fervently, though the Book of 
Esther does not mention it. Meanwhile God was working behind the scenes to 
deliver His people. 
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WhPn Esther's female attendants and her eunuchs came a:i~ infori:n~d 
her about Mordecai's behavior, the quee~ was overcomehw1th ac:~~~s . 
Although she sent garments for Mordecai to put on sot at e 
remove his sackcloth , he would not accept them. 

Esther's maids and eunuchs came and told her. The qu~en was stunned. 
She sent fresh clothes to Mordecai so he could take off his sackcloth but 
he wouldn't accept them. 

III. Calamity Averted by Esther (4:4-9:19) 

Nothing has been said so far in the Book of Esther to suggest Esther and 
Mordecai were people of great faith in Yahweh. But here it is revealed that 
they at least believed t hat God was concerned for the welfare of His Chosen 
People. In this climactic section the interworkings of various events reveal 
God's sovereignty in working on behalf of His own. Though God's name is not 
mentioned, the abundance of "happenstances" surely point to God's control. 

l•:sther!Lecturf.' NotPs/Studv#3 E>;thf.'r 3:1· 1:1 i.doc 
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Communications between Esther and Mordecai (4:4-17) 

The action in this section centers around Hathach, one of the king's 
eunuchs assigned to Esther. Though Esther had not been in the presence 
of the king for a month (v. 11), this did not mean that she had fallen from his 
favor. As his queen she had many luxuries and was waited on by maids and 
eunuchs, who told her about Mordecai's mourning. She assigned Hathach 
... to find out why Mordecai was carrying on that way in public places. 
Esther may have been embarrassed about him. Or perhaps she was concerned 
for his welfare since she sent out new clothes for him to wear so he would not 
be seen in sackcloth and ashes. Esther's unique position in the harem 
apparently shut her off from normal lines of communication. She did not seem 
to be aware of the edict about the execution of the Jews. 

Suddenly Esther's system of keeping everybody happy no longer worked. 
She could no longer coast on her beauty or her ability to please. Xerxes and 
Mordecai, the two most important men in her life, were at loggerheads. She 
couldn't obey them both. Furthermore, instead of having someone to think for 
her and to take care of her, Esther must think for and take care of herself. Not 
only that, hundreds of her people would die if she failed to act. Suddenly a 
voiceless Esther must find her voice and speak out against atrocities planned 
against her people, and all within a system that mandated her silence. This 
young woman who never had to think for herself, take a stand, or fight a battle 
must stand up to the most powerful man on earth, a man whose strongest 
political enemies trembled in his presence. And Esther knew all too well what 
he was capable of doing. She hadn't forgotten what happened to the last 
woman who crossed him. She had Mordecais' undying support-along with all 
her people. But the fact remained: Esther must act alone. No one was there to 
hold her hand or to shelter her. 
p. 150 

Esther'LPcture No1p~fStudy#3 - E,.;t lwr 3: I- I: 17.doc 
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) y . 5 Jhen Esther summoned Hathacli. Qrul Qf till: king's eunuch.s a§§i~n~d tQ 
attend her. and ordered him to find out what was troublm~ Mordecai 
and why. 

So Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs who had been 
placed at her service, and instructed him to find out the cause and 
reason for Mordecai's behavior. 

Esther called for Hathach, one of the royal eunuchs whom the king had 
assigned to wait on her, and told him to go to Mordecai and get the full 
story of what was happening. 

Esther's orders werelTWO-FOLD:{ 

1. "HATHACH [WAS TO] FIND OUT WHAT WAS TROUBLING 
MORDECAI" and 

2. "WHY'' he was troubled. 

l•:sthC'1·/J .ectt11·p i\'otP'i/Study#J E s t h<'r ;3 · 1- 1.17.doc 
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~So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open sguare of the city in front 
L.::::;;!j of the kin~' s ~ate. 

So Hathach went to Mordecai at the plaza of the city in front of the 
king's gate. 

So Hathach went to Mordecai in the town square in front of the King's 
Gate. 

Est hl'r Lecturl .:\otrSJ8tucl~1td l~.;th<>r 3 1- 1· 1 i.doc 
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• [:£, ik2rd~cai t21d him eyervthin~ that had happened to him, in~l11!!i11~ the 
exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal 
treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 

Then Mordecai related to him everything that had happened to him, 
even the specific amount of money that Haman had offered to pay to 
the king's treasuries for the Jews to be destroyed. 

Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him. He also told 
him the exact amount of money that Haman had promised to deposit in 
the royal bank to finance the massacre of the Jews. 

!•;st her/LN·ture Xote~/Study#3 l~~t he1· ,{· J. J· 17.iln!' 
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t. i He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilaii2n: 
which had been published in Susa. to show to Esther and explam it to 
her. and he told him to urge her to go into the king's presence to beg for 
mercy and ylead with him for her people. 

He also gave him a written copy of the law that had been disseminated 
in Susa for their destruction so that he could show it to Esther and talk 
to her about it. He also gave instructions that she should go to the king 
to implore him and petition him in behalf of her people. 

Mordecai also gave him a copy of the bulletin that had been posted in 
Susa ordering the massacre so he could show it to Esther when he 
reported back with instructions to go to the king and intercede and plead 
with him for her people. 

Mordecai told Ha thach: 

"everything that had ha_Qpened to him," 

"the exact amount of money [involved in] the destruction of the 
Jews," and 

"HE ALSO GAVE HIM A COPY OF THE TEXT OF THE EDICT 
FOR THEIR ANNIHILATION." 

He gave> this for th~PURPOSE~ 
"TO SHOW ESTHER AND EXPLAIN IT TO HER." 

f•;st lu•r/L(•ctu re ~ot es/Study#.3 - I~:;( IH~I' 3 1 · 4 1 7 doc 
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Then he had a(~ECCOMMENDATIO~ He is ·till telling the queen what to 
do: 

"[HE URGED] HER TO GO INTO THE KING'S PRESENCE TO BEG 
~OR MERCY AND PLEAD WITH HIM FOR HER PEOPLE." 

In response to Hathach's inquiry to Mordecai in the open square, 
Mordecai gave him a copy of the edict to show to Esther. He also told 
Hathach to tell her all the details of how the edict came about and to urge her 
to go to the king on behalf of her people to beg for their lives. The words "her 
people" revealed to the eunuch Hathach, if he did not know it before, that 
Esther was a Jewess. Without some reprieve from the king, Esther and 
Mordecai and all their people would die. 

E-.ther/Lecture Nore-. Study#.~ - Esther::! I I: Ii.doc 
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Ly. ~ Hathach went back and rep2rted t2 E§ther what M2r!!e~ai had sai!!. 

So Hathach returned and related Mordecai's instructions to Esther. 

Hathach came back and told Esther everything Mordecai had said. 

l~sther/l.Rcturp Notes/St udy#1- f~,;tlu•r L~ 1-1· 17.dor 
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q Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai. 
~· 

Then Esther replied to Hathach with instructions for Mordecai: 

Esther talked it over with Hathach and then sent him back to Mordecai 
with this message: 

If this were the day of iEMAIL technology, the emails would be flying back and 
forth very quickly between Mordecai and Esther. 

E-.ther/JA'rture 1'\orP~ Study#.J E.-ther .~.1- l· J 7.doc 
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L v. 111 "All the king's officials and the people of the ro!al pr~vinces know ~hat for L.-----' any man or woman who approaches the king m the mner court without 
being summoned the king has but one law: that he be put to death .. The 
only exception to this is for the king to extend th~ gold scepter to him 
and spare his life. But thirty days have passed smce I was ~alled to go 

to the king." 

"All the servants of the king and the people of the king's provinces know 
that there is only one law applicable to any man or woman who comes 
uninvited to the king in the inner court-that person will be put to 
death, unless the king extends to him the gold scepter, permitting him 
to be spared. Now I have not been invited to come to the king for some 
thirty days!" 

"Everyone who works for the king here, and even the people out in the 
provinces, knows that there is a single fate for every man or woman who 
approaches the king without being invited: death. The one exception is 
if the king extends his gold scepter; then he or she may live. And it's 
been thirty days now since I've been invited to come to the king." 

Esther's response to Mordecai was not encouraging. Persian monarchs (like 
those in most ancient nations) were protected against unwanted visitors. 
Esther reminded Mordecai that she could not simply enter the king's inner 
chambers unannounced or she might be put to death. The king had the 
power to execute anyone who disturbed him without an appointment. For the 
king to extend the golden scepter to someone showed that he approved of 
the visit and that the person was welcome and not in danger of death . . . Since 
Esther had not been summoned by him for a month she did not know whether 
his attitude toward her would be favorable . 

l~:-;the1·/Lectun• Note:-;/Study#,J - l•:sther ~ 1-1·17.doc 
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On occasion the king had been known to extend his golden scepter to an 
uninvited person as a gesture of mercy. According to historical sources, a 
person could send a letter to the king asking for an audience. Why this 
procedure did not occur to Esther can only be surmised. Since she had not 
been summoned by the king for a month, Esther did not know whether he 
would forgive her if she approached him without a royal summons. She may 
have concluded that she had lost the king's favor. It appears that initially 
Esther was more concerned about her own welfare than about her people. 
p. 734 

Her case was at present very discouraging. Providence so ordered it that, just 
at this juncture, she was under a cloud, and the king's affections cooled 
towards her, for she had been kept from his presence thirty days. 
p.508 

Esther was suffering from the severity of this law; and as, from not being 
admitted for a whole month to the king's presence, she had reason to fear that 
the royal affections had become alienated from her, she had little hope of 
serving her country's cause in this awful emergency. 
p.357 

EsthPr/U cture Notes1Studv#,l - Esther .l 1- I 17 doc 
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The answer lies in her further message to Mordochai: "and I have not been 
called to come in unto the king these thirty days." From these words it 
appears, that formerly she had been more frequently summoned before the 
king. Now, however, a whole month had passed without any invitation. Hence 
she concluded that the king did not much wish to see her, and for this reason 
dared not go unto him unbidden. Evidently, too, she was unwilling to be 
announced, because in that case she would have been obliged immediately to 
make known to the king the cause of her desiring this interview. And this she 
would not venture to do, fearing that, considering the great favour in which 
Haman stood with the king, she might, if she did not provoke his displeasure 
against herself through her intercession for her people, at least meet with a 
rejection of her petition. To set aside an irrevocable decree sealed with the 
king's seal, must have appeared to Esther an impossible undertaking. 
p. 352 

It probably was not fear that motivated Esther, but confusion about how 
her death could accomplish mercy for her people. To go uninvited before 
Xerxes seemed pointless, especially since thirty days had passed since she 
was called to go to the king. Esther revealed to Mordecai what he could not 
have known. A month had passed since the king had asked for her and, in the 
parlance of the court it could signal his displeasure. 
p. 319 

golden scepter. In order to protect the king's life from would-be assassins, 
this practice prevailed. Seemingly, the king would extend the scepter (a sign of 
kingly authority) only to those whom he knew and from whom he welcomed a 
visit (cf. 5:2; 8:4). these thirty days. Perhaps Esther feared she had lost favor 
with the king since he had not summoned her recently. 
p.558 

Est lwr I.Rel un· ).:01es/::-;tudv#:1 - E-;t hPr 3: l· t Ii.doc 
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In other words, "That's too bad. I am sorry to hear it. I didn't know about it 
before." And she adds, "But I have not been called into the king's presence now 
for thirty days. I do not know his attitude toward me-and you know what the 
law is." As was the case in every kingdom of that day, anyone who dared go 
into the presence of the king without being summoned would be summarily, 
automatically, put to death-unless the king extended his sceptre to him. 
Xerxes was noted for his fits of temper; he could have put his queen to death if 
she had gone in without being called. So she sent back word to Mordecai, "If I 
go in, it may mean death to me." 
p.563 

But I have not been called to come in unto the king these thirty day.] 
Which might justly make her fear his love was cooled to her, and then her 
person and petition might not be acceptable to him. 
p.694 

Esther reminded Mordecai through Hathach of the death penalty that faced 
anyone who approached the king without having been summoned, the only 
exception being that person to whom the king might extend his gold scepter. 
But the queen's quandary lay in the fact that she had not been summoned to 
come to the king for the past thirty days. The king's temporary lack of interest 
in her might jeopardize even her life, not to mention her formal request for an 
audience and the granting of her request. 
p.662 
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He knew palace protocol, he was a man, and he was in touch with what was 
going on. She was isolated in the harem and incapable of devising the kind of 
strategy needed to solve the problem. Besides all this, she hadn't seen the king 
for a month; and it was possible that she had somehow fallen out of favor. 
Ahasuerus was unpredictable, and Esther didn't want to make matters worse. 
p. 111 
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1 ~When Esilie[' ~ words were [epori~sl 12 MQ[decai, 

When Esther's reply was conveyed to Mordecai, 

When Hathach told Mordecai what Esther had said, 
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house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 

he said to take back this answer to Esther: "Don't imagine t hat because 
you are part of the king's household you will be the one Jew who will 
escape. 

Mordecai sent her this message: "Don't think that just because you live 
in the king's house you're the one J ew who will get out of th is alive. 

Initially, she tried to dodge this unwelcome responsibility, reminding 
Mordecai that the king had not summoned her for a month, and (as Mordecai 
well knew) the king had one law for any who dared to approach him uninvited: 
they were put to death . An exception was possible only if the king was in a 
mood to extend his golden scepter . No one could count on Xerxes to do the 
right thing, especially if his advisers were whispering in his ear . 

Mordecai was noticeably unmoved by Esther's predicament. In light of 
the looming holocau st, her excuses meant not hing to him. The message he 
sent back must have sent a chill straight through her ... 
pp. 150-51 
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... "Think not in thy soul (with thyself) to be saved in the house of the king 
above all the Jews; for if thou holdest thy peace at this time, recovery and 
deliverance will arise from another place, but thou and thy father's house shall 
be destroyed. And who knows if thou hast attained to royalty for a time such 
as this!" By the words: "Think not that thou wilt be saved in the king's house 
above all the Jew," i.e. alone of all the Jews, Mordochai does not reproach 
Esther with being indifferent to the fate of her fellow-countrymen, but rather 
calls her attention to the fact that her own life is in danger. This is evident 
from the clause: if thou hold thy peace, will not intercede with the king for thy 
people, help will come from some other quarter . . . Ex. viii. 11, ... deliverance 
from oppressive restraint ... rise up, arise, used according to later custom for 
.. . as in 1 Chron. xx. 4. The thought is: the Jewish nation cannot perish, its 
continuance is guaranteed by the divine promise. If thou wilt venture nothing 
for its safety, God will bring deliverance, but destruction will come upon thee 
and thy family. Though Mordochai neither speaks of God, nor alludes directly 
to His assistance, he still gi·ounds his hopes of the preservation of his people 
upon the word and promise of God . . . 
p.353 

Mordecai went on to say that if Esther held her peace then deliverance 
would come from another source. Some day when I see Mordecai (and I do 
expect to see him), I would like to ask him what he had in mind when he said 
that deliverance would arise from another place. I have thought this over, and 
I ask you the question: "What other place was there to which they could tm·n?" 
Where could deliverance come to them except from God? He was their only 
hope at this time, and I am confident that Mordecai had that in mind. God 
would move in another direction. He must have known that deliverance would 
come because he was acquainted with the promises that God had made to 
Abraham. 
p.563 
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We have anticipated the speech. How nobly it is argued; how 
pathetically it is uttered! The man was shut up to one course. There are times 
when we are dependent upon one life: if this fail, God fails. Who does not know 
something of this experience, when ingenuity is baffled, when invention can go 
no farther, and yet there is just one thing that may be tried, that must be 
tried? These are the circumstances which test character; these are the 
circumstances, too, which test our friends. We only know our friends when we 
are in extremity. This is Christ's own test of character. He said, "I was an 
hungered, and ye gave me meat"; in other words, I was in extremity, and my 
extremity was your opportunity. This is precisely the reasoning of Mordecai. 
p.326 

It would be a painful thing that her countrymen should be destroyed, 
but still the stroke might not touch her in the seclusion of the palace, where 
she had "not yet showed her kindred nor her people." She would still remain 
the favoured wife of the great king; and she might, therefore, selfishly look to 
herself, and leave those who were in peril to look to themselves or to their God, 
while she coldly hoped that the Lord would somehow or other give them 
deliverance. Does that temptation come across the path of any one of us? It 
may. You may say, "I shall be saved though the city should perish in its 
iniquity. Though the people are steeped in poverty and ignorance, I shall enjoy 
plenty and live in light. I know the Lord myself, and that is my main concern; 
if the heathen perish I am not one of them, and I am thankful that it will not 
interfere with my destiny." Will you argue in this selfish manner? 
p. 155 
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This goes down in history as one of those "turning point speeches." 
Mordecai says, "First of all, if you do nothing, don't think you will escape 
death. Being a Jew, you will die like the rest of us. And second, even if we die, 
God is not limited to you or me, nor will He allow His people to perish. He will 
use someone to save our nation. And then, third, how great it would be if He 
sovereignly chose to use you. Could it be that this explains why you were 
chosen to be queen, my dear Esther-for such a time as this-for this very 
moment?" This is intrinsic motivation at its best. 

Winston Churchill was a master at wording such rallying remarks. In a 
speech to his beleaguered nation in the House of Commons, June 18, 1940, he 
said, 

Let us brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves that if the 
British Empire and its Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men 
will still say, "This was their finest hour." 

pp. 84-85 
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Banding Together in Spiritual Warfare 

A few years ago, an old acquaintance of mine served as a police officer in a 
northern native settlement in Canada. One day a rabid wolf wandered into the 
aboriginal settlement. My friend eventually shot it, but not before it attacked 
a young man and his grandmother in their home, making kindling out of a 
chair the young man used to protect himself from his attacker. 

There were about 150 sled dogs in the village-more than a match for one sick 
wolf-yet the intruder was left alone to do her work. Why? My friend 
explained that in order to prevent the dogs from fighting and wounding each 
other, they had each been tied to wooden stakes spaced far enough apart to 
prevent them from reaching any neighboring animal. Because of this, the wolf 
walked freely among the dogs, killing some and badly wounding others. In 
isolation they were no match for their foe , and they suffered terribly for it. 

What a picture of the need for every Christian to belong to a body of believers. 
Alone and isolated, Christians present themselves as much easier prey for the 
schemes of the Enemy of our souls. 

Awlwyn Balnaue, Calgary, Canada 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

Eugene Peterson on Importance of Church 

Love cannot exist in isolation: away from others, love bloats into pride. Grace 
cannot be received privately: cut off from others, it is perverted into greed. 
Hope cannot develop in solitude: separated from the community, it goes to seed 
in the form of fantasies. No gift, no virtue can develop and remain healthy 
apart from the community of faith. "Outside the church there is no salvation" 
is not ecclesiastical arrogance but spiritual common sense, confirmed in 
everyday experience. 

Eugene Peterson, Reversed Thunder (HarperOne, 1991) p. 43 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
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If you allow physical selfishness, mental carelessness, moral insensitivity, or 
spiritual weakness, everyone in contac with you will suffer. 
(February 15) 

The curse of our day is that people are trying to serve two masters- the world 
on the one hand and God on the other; it cannot be done: we must either come 
out of the world and be with Christ, or we must sink with the world into the 
condemnation of those who reject Christ. 

l\fay God grant a blessing with these words, for the sake oftlim who is 
at the right hand of God, and who ever liveth to make intercession for all those 
who come unto God by Him; '7 pray not for the world." 
p. 156 
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{ v. 1;kor if you remain §ilent atthis time. reliefand deliver~nce fQr the. skol!§ 
will arise from another place. but you and your fathers family will 
perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for 
such a time as this?'; 

If you keep quiet at this time, liberation and protection for the Jews will 
appear from another source, while you and your father's household 
perish. It may very well be that you have achieved royal status for such 
a time as this!" 

If you persist in staying silent at a time like this, help and deliverance 
will arrive for the Jews from someplace else; but you and your family 
will be wiped out. Who knows? Maybe you were made queen for just 
such a time as this." 
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Mordecai's response to Esther has often been taken as a great confession of 
faith. Actually, though, Mordecai apparently was expecting help from the 
Persian monarch. However, Mordecai did believe God in some way would 
protect His people: deliverance would arise from another place if Esther 
would not approach Xerxes about the Jews' plight. Though Mordecai is not 
pictured as a pious man who was righteous in his dealings before God, he at 
least had a sense of the covenantal relationship between God and Israel. He 
was aware that the promises to Abraham, Moses, and David would not be 
fulfilled if the entire nation was wiped out. Therefore he was confident that 
God would act on their behalf. He hoped that God would work through Esther 
because of her unique position. 

Mordecai reminded Esther that if she did not attempt to avert this 
terrible calamity she would surely die, even though she was a member of the 
royal household. Whether Haman's power was great enough to reach to the 
palace and execute the queen is not stated. Mordecai simply planted the idea 
in Esther's mind that she would die if she did not act. Therefore death by 
order of the king for entering into his presence would be no worse than waiting 
and meeting death at the hands of Haman. 

Verse 14 contains one of the most memorable lines in the story of 
Esther. At the height of this intense interchange, Mordecai persuades Esther 
with words of hope and threat. The hope is found in an unexplained assurance 
that relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place. 
Esther must decide whether or not she will accept her appointed role in their 
deliverance. "Relief' (reuakh) and "deliverance" (hatsalah) are rare words in 
the Hebrew Bible, but they represent important themes in Esther. 
p.227 
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Mordecai reveals his own conviction that God will not permit the extinction of 
his people. If Esther fails, God will have another way of saving the Jews, but 
Esther and her immediate family will be the losers. There is here an 
incidental reference to one aspect of guidance. God's purposes are not 
thwarted by the failure of one individual to respond positively to his leading, 
and the individual is truly free to refuse it, through this leads to loss rather 
that gain. iii. The right way forward is not in doubt. The outcome of Esther's 
decision is so far-reaching that without exaggeration she is at the moment 
when her life's purpose is at stake. 
pp. 79-80 

Without explicitly spelling out in detail how he came to his convictions, 
Mordecai reveals that he believes in God, in God's guidance of individual lives, 
and in God's ordering of the world's political events, irrespective of whether 
those who seem to have the power acknowledge him or not. This was, of 
course, constantly declared by the prophets of Israel ... 
p.80 

Then Mordecai asked the question that has become the classic support of the 
doctrine of providence as a key to the understanding of the book of Esther: 
"Who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?" 
Her exaltation as a queen may have been God's way of obtaining a savior for 
his people. In the phrase "from another place," "place" may be a veiled 
reference to God. 
p.734 
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At this point in the story the implicit recognition of God is unmistakable. 
Mordecai's urgent words: "Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?" are really the key to the whole episode, and reveal his 
sudden perception of the providential anticipation underlying Esther's strange 
exaltation to the throne. Moreover, his words, "If thou altogether holdest thy 
peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the 
Jews from another place," reveal his unshakable faith in J ehovah, and in the 
indestructibility of His people. Esther's appeal to Mordecai for a three days' 
fast for her among the Jews is really a plea for prayer, and a casting of herself 
on the mercy of God in the matter; for, in the Old Testament, fasting is a 
symbolic form of prayer. 
p.272 

In these words Mordecai expressed his deep conviction that the Jewish people 
cannot perish. He knew the history of the past and trusted in God that He 
would find a way out at this time also. And he believed more than this, that 
Providence had put her on the throne just to effect the deliverance -"Who 
knoweth whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" 
p. 102 

4. That divine Providence had an eye to this in bringing her to be queen: "Who 
know whether thou has come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" We 
should every one of us consider for what end God has put us in the place where 
we ar e, and, when any particular opportunity of serving God and our 
generation offers itself, we must take care that we do not let it slip. 
p.508 

J<:q hf r/l..ecturf' l':otP.,/Study#3 Est her J: l I: 17 doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

102 

Up to this point in the story, while Esther was pretending to be a pagan, she 
was controlled by her circumstances. She has been passive in the story, not 
initiating action, but following along the path of least resistance. Then comes 
that defining moment when she is faced with taking responsibility for the life 
God has given her by identifying herself with the people of God. According to 
Ryken, it is through this traumatic ordeal that Esther, "initially a beautiful 
young woman with a weak character, becomes transformed into a person with 
heroic moral stature and political skill."11 

If Esther decides to remain silent and to continue to live as a pagan, God 
will use some other means to fulfill his covenant promises. Deliverance will 
arise from another place. Yet God has placed Esther in that era of history, in 
that city of Persia, and even in that bedroom of Xerxes, so that when the 
moment comes, he can fulfill the ancient promise through her. In this scene 
the interaction of human responsibility with divine sovereignty is eloquently 
pictured. Esther comes to this defining moment through her past decisions, 
whether they are right or wrong. The decision she now faces will irrevocably 
define her future and determine the destiny of her people as well. 

11. Leland Ryken, Words of Delight: A Literary Introduction to the Bible, 119. 
p. 138 

As strange as it may sound to us, not even the queen could approach the 
king without an invitation. To enter his throne room uninvited was to risk a 
visit to the gallows. But Mordecai convinces her to take the risk. If you 
wonder why I see Mordecai as a picture of the Holy Spirit, watch how he 
encourages her to do what is right. "Just because you think you live in the 
king's palace, don't think that out of all the Jewish people you alone will 
escape. If you keep quiet at this time, someone else will help and save the 
Jewish people, but you and your father's family will all die . And who knows, 
you may have been chosen queen for such a time as this" (Est. 4:13-14). 
p. 147 
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Mordecai exhibited a health faith in God's sovereign power to preserve His 
people. 
p. 558 

In other words ... Esther, if you do not step in now and begin to act, 
deliverance and enlargement will arise to these people from another source. 
We wonder to what or whom he had reference. We believe that he referred to 
God. Then he said to her: "Who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?" Beloved, we can readily agree with Mordecai 
in the thought that the Hand of God had been in it all. We will follow this 
little unknown, unheard of girl as she comes out of slavery, enters the "beauty 
contest" and becomes queen. For a while we have a feeling that she might 
yield to vanity. But thank God, she does not. We trust that you will see 
something of the nobility of character of this woman when Mordecai calls to 
her attention the fact that God has been in her affairs. 
p. 52 

This verse constitutes the classic reference to the providence of God in the 
book. Mordecai, by his confidence that relief and deliverance would come 
from anoth er p lace, was strongly asserting his faith in God and His promised 
protection of the Jewish people. God controls all that happens in His world 
and would intervene with or without Esther. If she refused to help, she would 
perish, along with her father's hou se. 
p.609 
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In the closing appeal, Mordecai suggested a providential reason for her 
becoming queen at this precise time in history; that is, Esther was acting as 
God's agent in delivering the Jewish people. who knows: Since Yahweh is in 
control of human history, and since He regularly uses His people to work out of 
His purposes, these wonderful, well-known words can extend to the lives of 
God's people everywhere. 
p.609 

Next, remember, for your humiliation, that God can do without you. 
Enlargement and deliverance will arise to His people from another place if it 
come not by us. If the Lord were tied up to any one man, or any one church, or 
any one nation, it were treasonable for that person, church, or nation to be 
negligent; but as the Lord waiteth not for man, neither tarrieth for the sons of 
men, it becomes t hem to mind what they are at. He can do with us. When He 
looked and there was no man, His own arm brought salvation; and as it was of 
old so will it be again. Mark you that. The great Owner of the vineyard will 
have fruit at the end of the year, and if yonder tree does not bear it, He will cut 
it down: why cumbereth it the ground? 
p. 156 

Meanwhile, God would send relief and deliverance to His people from some 
other quarter. 

Mordecai knew the history of God's people and the promises of God's 
Word concerning them too well to doubt God's help even for a moment. Who 
knoweth whether thou are come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this? These words of Mordecai furnish the key to the basic meaning of the 
book, namely, to show the unfailing providence of God for His people, Israel, 
even though they were out of the promised land and scattered among the 
nations, Mordecai's eloquent appeal was irresistible. 
pp. 662-3 
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But, as God's providence would have it, step after step, Esther was on the 
throne, and was in all the fulness of her first influence with Ahasuerus just at 
that critical moment for the Church of God in the empire of Persia. The great 
war with Greece; the great national feast consequent on that great war; the 
absolute intoxication of the king's mind with pride, and with ambition, and 
with wine; the brutal summons to Vashti; her brave refusal of her master's 
brutal demand; her fall and her banishment; the election and elevation of 
Esther, and her immense influence with the despot; all these things were so 
many stepping-stones on which Esther had so providentially risen to her 
splendid opportunity. And, then, to complete and finish it all, there was added 
to it all, Mordecai's so watchful solicitude over the wickedness of Haman, and 
over the caprice of Ahasuerus, and over the safety of Israel, and over the 
miraculous opportunity of Esther. What a long, and complex, and shining 
chain, link after link, till Mordecai fashioned its last link and bound it with his 
strong but tender hands upon both the imagination, and the conscience, and 
the heart of Esther in these noble words: "Think not with thyself that thou 
shalt escape in the king's house, more than all the Jews. For if thou altogether 
holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance 
arise to the Jews from another place; but both thou and thy father's house 
shall be destroyed; and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this? 
pp. 421-2 
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As you ponder Mordecai's words, you will learn some basic truths about 
the providence of God that are important for Christians today. The first is that 
God has divine purposes to accomplish in this world. God's purposes involve 
the Jewish nation as well as the Gentile nations of the world. They also 
involve the church. God deals with individuals as well as with nations. His 
purposes touch the lives of kings and queens and common people, godly people 
and wicked people. There is nothing in this world that is outside the influence 
of the purposes of God. 

Mordecai made it clear that God accomplishes His purposes through 
people. For reasons we don't fully und3erstand, God permits wicked people to 
do evil things in this world; but He can work in and through unbelievers and 
His own people to accomplish His purposes. While He was not the author of 
his sins, God permitted the king's drunkenness and his foolishness in deposing 
Vashti. He used the king's loneliness to place Esther on the throne; and in 
chapter 6, he will use the king's sleeplessness to reward Mordecai and start to 
overthrow the power of Haman. In great things and little things, God is 
sovereign. 

The third truth that Mordecai emphasized was that God will accomplish 
His purposes even if His servants refuse to obey His will. If Esther rejected the 
will of God for her life, God could still save His people; but Esther would be the 
loser. When ministers and missionaries appeal to the church for volunteers for 
Christian service, they sometimes give the impression that God's work is at the 
mercy of God's workers; but this isn't true. 

If you and I refuse to obey God, He can either abandon us and get 
somebody else to do the job, and we will lose the reward and blessing; or He 
can discipline us until we surrender to His will. Two examples come to mind. 
Since John Mark left the mission field and returned home (Acts 13:13; 15:36-
41), God raised up Timothy to take his place (16:1-3). When Jonah ran from 
God, the Lord kept after him until he obeyed, even though he didn't obey from 
his heart. When God isn't permitted to rule, He overrules; and He always 
accomplishes His purposes. 

The fourth lesson from Mordecai's speech is that God isn't in a hurry but 
will fulfill His plans in due time. God waited until the third year of the king's 
reign before taking Vashti off the throne. Then he waited another four years 
(Es. 2:16) before putting Esther on the throne. It was not until the king's 
twelfth year (3:7) that God allowed Haman to hatch his evil plot, and He 
decreed that the "crisis day" for the Jews would be almost a year away. 
pp. 112-13 
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Mordecai says: 

"FOR IF YOU REMAIN SILENT AT THIS TIME": 

1. "RELIEF" and 

2. "DELIVERANCE" 

"FOR THE JEWS WILL ARISE FROM ANOTHER PLACE." 

"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I 
give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall 
snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is 
greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's 
hand. 

"BUT YOU AND YOUR FATHER'S FAMILY WILL PERISH. AND WHO 
KNOWS"-and he asks this FINAL QUESTION: 

"BUT THAT YOU HA VE COME TO ROYAL POSITION FOR SUCH A 
TIME AS THIS?" 

I charge you throw away the servility of imitation and rise to the manliness of 
originality. 
p. 140 

I can just hear those words being said by Mordecai to Esther on thi occasion. 
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By all the castings down of his servants God is glorified, for they are led 
to magnify him when again he sets them on their feet, and even while 
prostrate in the dust their faith yields him praise. They speak all the more 
sweetly of his faithfulness, and are the more firmly established in his love. 
Such mature men as some elderly preachers are could scarcely have been 
produced if they had not been emptied from vessel to vessel, and made to see 
their own emptiness and the vanity of all things round about them. Glory be to 
God for the furnace, the hammer, and the file. Heaven shall be all the fuller of 
bliss because we have been filled with anguish here below, and earth shall be 
better tilled because of our training in the school of adversity. 
p. 191 

Give of your hands to serve and your hearts to love. 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

It is all-important that we know the glory of Jesus. The more the soul is filled 
with that glory, and worships [Jesus] in it, the more it will see with what 
confidence it can count upon him to do a divine and supernatural work in us, 
and to lead us to an actual living fellowship with God as our Father. 

Andrew Murray 

p.55 

In every trouble we should first seek to realise God's presence with us. Only 
let us enjoy His smile, and we can bear our daily cross with a willing heart for 
His dear sake. 
p.649 
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FAITH VERSUS FATE 

Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 
ESTHER4:14 

The Confederate general Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson had an 
unswerving confidence in the plan and protection of God. Once, during a 
battle, he sat down to write out a message to send to a subordinate. A Union 
cannonball struck a large oak tree above where he sat, showering him with 
bark and wood chips. He brushed off his paper and continued writing, focused 
on his task. 

Jackson might have echoed the words of Esther from the fifth century 
BC in Persia: "If I perish, I perish" ( 4: 16). When Esther spoke those words, she 
didn't speak fatalistically; she spoke faithfully. Esther was a Jewess who was 
the wife of the Persian king. When she learned of a plot by a Persian official to 
destroy all the Jews in Persia, she took her life in her hands by daring to 
approach the king to save her people from destruction. Persian law said that 
anyone approaching the king without permission-even his wife-would die 
unless the king granted a pardon. Your faith in Christ may not be a life-or
death issue, but if it were, would your faith let you risk dying in order to do the 
will of God? 

When your faith is in God, the chips can fall where they may without 
taking you from the task at hand. 
p.246 
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l I y . S Tben Esther sent this reuly to Mordecai: 

Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 

Esther sent back her answer to Mordecai: 

Esther felt identified with her people. She now looked to them for 
spiritual support. "And fast for me" implies prayer and fasting. This suggests 
that Esther had a genuine faith in God. By her request for fasting (and 
certainly prayer is assumed), Esther showed that she needed the support of 
others and recognized the need for God's intervention. Even she and her maids 
would fast as well. This meant she would share her faith with these maids. 
Esther believed God answered prayer. Such prayer changes situation; in fact, 
it is one of the chief instruments God uses to change history. 
p. 337 

Everything the situation demanded went against the grain of her 
upbringing, her conditioning as a woman, her well-established habits, and her 
natural inclinations. Mordecai was calling Esther to break the law and risk 
her life. Her first battle----€ven tougher than facing Xerxes-was to face and 
overcome herself. 
p . 151 
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Then he threw out his tiny chest, kicked forward with his two legs, clenched 
both fists, raised them above his head and shouted loudly, "But day by day, in 
every way, I'm getting better and better!" 

"What did you say?" I gasped. 
"Day by day in every way I'm getting better and better!" 

p. 76 

"Has he taught you any other sayings?" 
Timothy nodded, threw out his small chest and said, "Never ... never . ,,, 

... never ... never . .. never .. . never give up. 
I knew that one too. Winston Churchill's commencement address to a 

graduating class at Oxford. Eight words ... eight very powerful words. Then 
the great man turned away from his audience and walked slowly back to his 
seat. 

p. 78 

"Do you believe those words, Timothy, that one should never give up?" 
He nodded. "I never give up." 
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/~G2. i:ather t2izether all the Jews wh2 are in S!lsa. and fast fQi: w~. !!2 
not eat or drink for three days. ni~ht or day. I and my maids will fast as 
you do. When this is done. I will ~o to the kin~. eyen thou~h it is a~ainstl 
the law. And if I perish. I perish." 

"Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in Susa and fast in my behalf. 
Don't eat and don't drink for three days, night or day. My female 
attendants and I will also fast in the same way. Afterward I will go to 
the king, even though it violates the law. If I perish, I perish !" 

"Go and get all the Jews living in Susa together. Fast for me. Don't eat 
or drink for three days, either day or night. I and my maids will fast 
with you. If you will do this , I'll go to the king, even though it's 
forbidden. If I die, I die." 

Esther SHINES BEAUTIFUL in her leadership at this poin t. She commands 
Mordecai. 

COMMAND#l 

"GO, GATHER TOGETHER ALL THE JEWS WHO ARE IN SUSA." 

COMMAND#2 

"FAST FOR ME." 

COMMAND#3 

"DO NOT EAT OR DRINK FOR THREE DAYS, NIGHT OR DAY. 
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She then tells l\fordecai that she and her "MAIDS WILL FAST AS YOU DO." 
'- And when the three days are past, her promise is: 

-R-ovYil iii ~~~L GO TO THE KING, EVEN THOUGH IT IS AGAINST THE 

And the ULTIMATE STATEMENT: 

"IF I PERISH, I PERISH." 

iftXl:llll 

And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He 
hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which 
we have asked from Him. 
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HUMILITY 

''Is this not the fast that I have chosen: to loose the bonds of wickedness ... " 
ISAIAH 58:6 

NATIONAL BLESSING 

Abraham Lincoln, anguished by the ravages of civil war, declared a 
"Proclamation of a National Fast Day" on March 30, 1863: 

Whereas it is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their 
dependence upon the overruling power of God, to confess their sins and 
transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine repentance 
will lead to mercy and pardon, and to recognize the sublime truth, announced 
in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations only are 
blessed whose God is the Lord . 

. . . We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven; we 
have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown 
in numbers, wealth, and power as no other nation has ever grown. But we have 
forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in 
peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly 
imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were 
produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with 
unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of 
redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us. 

It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to 
confess our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness. 
p.22 
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Esther understood the situation well. In concluding her reply to Mordecai 
she noted, If I perish, I perish. She resolved to carry out the wishes of 
Mordecai and go to the king even if it meant her death. In this section, as 
elsewhere in the book, Esther and Mordecai are seen as gi·eat patriots on 
behalf of the Jewish nation, but are not presented as righteou s people, like 
others in the Old Testament who fully trusted the Lord. Nothing is said about 
Esther praying (though many commentators say that her fasting meant she 
also prayed). She simply instructed Mordecai to fast .... for three days 
(with the Jews ... in Susa) as she and her maids would also do. 

"And if I perish , I perish." Both Vashti and Mordecai displayed courage 
in life-threatening situations, and now so did Esther. Vashti showed courage 
in her refusal to humiliate herself for the whimsical desire of her husband, and 
Mordecai did so in refusing to bow down to Haman. Esther proved braver still. 
She had decided to break the law of her husband and risk her very life for her 
people (cf. John 15:13). God's providential care had brought Esther to this 
point, but Esther accepted the challenge that might cost her life. 
p.338 

-
Esther not only makes no further objection; she reveals no uncertainty 

whatsoever as to the course of action that she must take: she immediately issues 
commands that the local community ("all the J ews to be found in Susa") should 
join her and her maids in a three-day twenty-four-hour fast, v 16. Clearly, 
Mordecai's veiled suggestion that divine providence might have brought her to 
the position of being the queen of Persia has borne fruit. The fast in intercessory 
("on my behalf'; see Comment), the intercession obviously relating to both the 
danger she will face and the critical nature of her effort (v 14). Consequently, 
t he fast is distinguished by its severity. It is not only a full twenty-four-hour 
fast (hence usually strict), but it will also abolish Passover , the most important 
festival of the J ewish liturgical year (because of its t iming, already set by the 
date given for the issuance of Haman's decree in 3:12; see Comment) . The 
contrast between J ews and Persians is dramatic. Persians feast extravagantly 
(as the narrator has previously sardonically emphasized at length; cf. 1:4), bnut 
Jews must engage in the severest of fasts (Clines, Esther Scroll, 36). 
p.400 
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-
Esther's reply is one of firm conviction. Her final words, "If I perish , I 

perish," are not a despairing expression of resignation to the inevitable (Paton, 
226) but courageous determination (Clines, 303). Responsibility for progress in 
t he resolution of the crisis of our story has now devolved upon her. 
p .400 

Her first action was loaded with significance, but strangely goes right past us. 
The transformation taking place in Esther isn't cosmetic, but springs from the 
core of her being. As one Old Testament scholar observed, "Her response 
demonstrates that she has not merely been cowed into submission by 
Mordecai's authority, for it is not one of resigned acceptance but one of firm 
conviction .. . This is a decisive turning point in Esther's development. 
Heretofore, though queen, she was nevertheless fully under Mordecai's 
authority as his ward. Now she is the one who sets the conditions and gives 
the commands."9 It also marks a major shift in her relationship with 
Mordecai, who "went away and carried out all of Esther 's instructions" (Esther 
4:17). 

9. Bush, Ruth/Esther, 320. 
pp. 151-2 
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Esther now had a clear and life-changing choice to make. She could no 
longer live in the blurred shadows of two worlds. Up until now, she had been 
living as an undercover believer. Inwardly she still regarded herself as part of 
the covenant community, but outwardly she had become entirely separated 
from it.5 To continue to do so was no longer possible. One option would have 
been to take her privatized faith a step further and deny her connection to the 
Jewish people completely, trusting the empire to protect her against itself. 
The only other alternative was to identify herself publicly wit h the covenant 
community in its hour of need and risk her life in an attempt to save her 
people. Neither option held out much hope. If she appeared uninvited before 
the king, she stood a good chance of finding herself h anging Oike Bigthan and 
Teresh, the two eunuchs who had plotted against Ahasuerus). On t he other 
hand, if she trusted in the empire and survived alone, it would mean complete 
and final separation from her community and from any source of meaning in 
her life, a slow and lingering death of a different kind. 

Faced with these unpalatable alternatives, Esther made her choice: 
"Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 'Go, gather all the Jews to be 
found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three 
days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will 
go to t he king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.' Mordecai 
then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him" (Esth. 4:15-
17). So Esther agreed to show solidarity with the Jewish community. A mark 
of this new connection was that she asked Mordecai to gather the Jews in Susa 
together to fast for her for three days (Esth. 4:16). She and her maids would do 
likewise, and then she would go in to see the king. From the viewpoint of 
huma n policy, this was counter-intuitive, to say the least. 

5. This is stressed in the Hebrew of Esther 4: 13, where the prospect of her escaping 
alone "out of' the J ews is expressed with min, a preposition that "expresses primarily 
separation and distance" (Paul Joi.ion, A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew [Rome: Editrice 
Pontificio Istituto Biblio, 1991], 133e). 
p.51 
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2. With the courage and resolution that became a queen. "When we 
have sought God in this matter, I will go in unto the king to intercede for my 
people. I know it is not according to the king's law, but it is according to God's 
law; and therefore I will venture, and, if I perish, I perish. I cannot lose my life 
in a better cause. Better do my duty and die with them." She said not this in 
despair or passion, but in a holy resolution to do her duty and trust God with 
the issue. 
p.508 

It is a stirring message, and one that has the desired effect upon the 
queen, for she rises in the greatness of utter self-abnegation and devotion; and, 
with the sentence of death now in herself, "Esther bade them return Mordecai 
this answer, Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and 
fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my 
maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not 
according to the law: and if I perish, I perish" (vv. 15-16, italics added). 

A greater than Esther not only took His life in His hand, but gave that 
precious life in order to deliver all who would confide in Him from the curse of 
the law and the just judgment of an outraged God. But though Esther's action 
gives us just the faintest hint of this, it is altogether admirable as showing on 
her part a growing moral elevation, hitherto unmanifested by her. That her 
confidence is in the unnamed One is clear, else why the summons to fasting in 
the city, and her own abstinence in the palace? It is here one is so struck by 
the absence of all reference to prayer, where one would naturally expect it. It 
is as though she has a sense in her soul of the unowned condition of herself and 
her people; so nothing is said about crying to the God of her fathers. Yet surely 
He heard the unuttered petition of the heart, and answered it, too, in His own 
way and time. 
pp. 178-9 
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The last words: "if I perish, I perish," etc., are the expression not of despair, but 
of resignation, or perfect submission to the providence of God . .. 
p.354 

The last words: And if I perish, I perish, are an expression of willing 
submission to the fate that may threaten her in the performance of her duty 
(comp. Gen. xliii.14). Esther had great cause to prepare for her own 
destruction. She not only proposed to go to the king without being called, but 
also to request something of him, which, according to Persian custom, it was 
impossible to grant. She would by her petition recall the edict and thereby 
seem to disregard the royal majesty. She would and indeed must reveal 
herself as a daughter of this detested Jewish people thus given over to 
destruction. Last of all, she must thereby place herself in open opposition to 
that all-powerful favorite, Haman. 
p.62 
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We shall all feel very much ashamed if we do not yield to Jesus on the point He 
has asked us to yield to Him. Paul says-"My determination is to be my 
utmost for His highest." To get there is a question of will, not of debate nor of 
reasoning, but a surrender of will, an absolute and irrevocable surrender on 
that point. An overweening consideration for ourselves is the thing that keeps 
us from that decision, though we put it that we are considering others. When 
we consider what it will cost others if we obey the call of Jesus, we tell God He 
does not know what our obedience will mean. Keep to the point; He does know. 
Shut out every other consideration and keep yourself before God for this one 
thing only-My Utmost for His Highest. I am determined to be absolutely and 
entirely for Him and for Him alone .... 

God's order has to work up to a crisis in our lives because we will not 
heed the gentler way. He brings us to the place where He asks us to be our 
utmost for Him, and we begin to debate; then He produces a providential crisis 
where we have to decide-for or against, and from that point the "Great 
Divide" begins. 

If the crisis has come to you on any line, surrender your will to Him 
absolutely and irrevocably. 

(from My Utmost for His Highest 
by Oswald Chambers) 

p.56 

This is not a speech of despondence, but of courage and resolution; being as 
much as to say, I am content to perish in so good a cause; and if I perish for it 
in this world (as the Targum glosses), I shall have my portion in the world to 
come. 
p.695 
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Is that a great answer or what? Is this a great woman? She's had only a 
few moments to consider what Mordecai had told her, a brief slice of time to 
weigh his counsel. It was all she needed. She is determined to make a 
difference, no matter what the consequences to her personally: "If I perish, I 
perish. If a guard drives a sword through my body, I die doing the right thing." 
She has changed from fear to abandonment and faith, from hesitation to 
confidence and determination, from concern for her own safety to concern for 
her people's survival. She has reached her own personal hour of decision and 
has not been found wanting. 

Do you recall when young David was asked by his father to leave the 
sheep and take some food and supplies to his brothers who were fighting the 
Philistines at the valley of Elah? When he got there, he found the giant 
Goliath roaming the battlefield, taunting and blaspheming the God of Israel. 
When he learns what is going on, he says, in effect, "Let's do something about 
it." And his older brother, Eliab, laughs and says sarcastic stuff like, "Oh, so 
you're going to be the big-time hero, huh? How are all those little woollies 
doing while you're out here on the battlefield with us?" Remember young 
David's answer? "Is there not a cause (1 Sam. 17:29 KJV)?'' Shortly thereafter 
he whips out his slingshot and downs Goliath with one smooth stone. 

"Of course there is a cause!" David implies, if not in words at least in his 
actions, "What are you doing sitting around in your tents with knees knocking? 
There is a giant out there who hates the cause of the living God! What are you 
men doing standing here? Our God will fight for me. And if I perish, I perish." 

Esther realized the same thing. She realized there was an enemy out 
there, not only of her people, but more importantly, of the living God. And as 
soon as that realization seized her awareness, the softness of the palace 
became uncomfortable. 
pp. 85-86 
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"Enough of the easy life," said Esther. "It's time to put my name on the 
line. I am Jewish and I believe in the living God ... I'm ready to stand alone 
for my people. And if I perish , I perish." 

If Esther had lived later, in the days of Isaac Watts, she could have 
paraphrased his hymn: 

I am a soldier of the cross. 
I am a follower of the Lamb. 
I will not fear to own His cause 
Or blush to speak His name. 

There are foes for me to face, 
And I will stem the flood, 
This vile world is no friend to grace, 
To help me on to God!32 

32. Isaac Watts, "Am I A Soldier of the Cross?" in The Hymnal of Worship and Celebration 
(Waco, Tex.: Word Music, 1986), 292. 

p.87 

If I perish, I perish. These words express yieldedness to God's will and faith 
in His sovereign purpose (cf. Job 13:15; Dan. 3:17-18). Esther bravely faced 
death and was r eady to give her life to save her people. 
p.663 

God is never in a hurry. He knows the end from the beginning, and His 
decrees are always right and always on time. Dr. A.W. Tozer compared God's 
sovereign purposes to an ocean liner, leaving New York City, bound for 
Liverpool, England. The people on board the ship are free to do as they please, 
but they aren't free to change the course of the ship. 

"The mighty liner of God's sovereign design keeps its steady course over 
the sea of history," wrote Dr. Tozer. "God moves undisturbed and unhindered 
toward the fulfillment of those eternal purposes which He purposed in Christ 
J esus before the world began" (The Knowledge of the Holy, p.118). 
p . 114 
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How should we interpret Esther's words, "And if I perish, I perish"? Do 
these words suggest unbelieving resignation ("Well, you forced me into it, so I'll 
do what you say, even if it kills me!") or trustful submission to the will of God 
("I'll do God's will, whatever the cost!")? I vote for the second interpretation. 
To me, Esther echoes the same surrender and confidence that Paul expressed 
to the Ephesian elders: "But none of these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God" (Acts 20:24, KJV). 
p. 115 

We often blame God for the injustices done to us and harbor in our souls 
the bitter feeling that God has not been fair toward us. Even if we recognize 
that He is gracious, we think that He has not been gracious enough. We think 
we deserve more grace. 

Please read that last sentence again: We think we deserve more grace. 
What is wrong with that sentence? Grammatically it is fine. But there is 
something seriously wrong with the content, with the meaning of the sentence. 

It is impossible for anyone, anywhere, anytime to deserve grace. Grace 
by definition is undeserved. As soon as we talk about deserving something, we 
are no longer talking about grace; we are talking about justice. Only justice 
can be deserved. God is never obligated to be merciful. Mercy and gi·ace must 
be voluntary or they are no longer mercy and grace. God never "owes" grace. 
He reminds us more than once: "I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy" 
(Exod. 33: 19). This is the divine prerogative. God reserves for Himself the 
supreme right of executive clemency. 
p. 127 
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If you are truly recognizing your Lord, you have no business being concerned 
about how and where He engineers your circumstances. The things 
surrounding you are real, but when you look at them you are immediately 
overwhelmed, and even unable to recognize Jesus. Then comes His rebuke, 
" ... why did you doubt?" (14:31). Let your actual circumstances be what they 
may, but keep recognizing Jesus, maintaining complete reliance upon Him. 
(June 18) 

The power of a moment makes it a source of immeasurable opportunity and 
hope. No matter what kind of life you've lived, no matter how many wrong 
choices you've made, the next moment is waiting to give birth to new life. 
p.22 

Now would to God, all cold-blooded, faint-hearted soldiers of Christ 
would look again to Jesus and to his love; and when they look, I would have 
them to look again and again, and fill themselves with beholding of Christ's 
beauty; and I dare say then, that Christ should come in gTeat court and 
request with many. 
pp. 86-87 
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Can we do any less in our commitment to Christ? The apostle Paul 
exemplified this truth in a very simple statement to Timothy: "I know whom I 
have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted 
to him for that day" (2 Tim. 1:12). There is an equally simple way to illustrate 
this and bring this study to a close. 

If you were seated in an airport with your suitcase beside you and you 
left for a moment to talk to someone else, what would you do it, during your 
absence, your suitcase was stolen? You might go over to the desk and ask the 
agent if he or she could track it down for you. The answer would most 
probably be no. When it was in your charge and you lost it, you would have no 
recourse with the airline. 

If, on the other hand, you had checked it in with the airline and upon 
arrival at your destination found it was not there, you would have every right 
to ask the airline's agent where it was. He or she would immediately begin a 
search for your lost luggage. You see, the airline is only responsible for what 
you have committed to it. They are not responsible for what you have not 
committed to them. 
p.61 

Providence hath a thousand keys to open a thousand sundry doors for 
the deliverance of his own, when it is even come to a conclamatum est. Let us 
be faithful and care for our own part, which is to do and suffer for him, and lay 
Christ's part on himself, and leave it there; duties are ours, events are the 
Lord's. 
pp. 48-49 
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When I Feel Oppressed by My Disappointment and Sorrow ... I CHOOSE 
GRATITUDE 

p.85 

THE SUPREME CHALLENGE TO ANYONE FACING 

CATASTROPHIC LOSS INVOLVES FACING 

THE DARKNESS OF THE LOSS ON THE ONE HAND, 

AND LEARNING TO LIVE WITH RENEWED VITALITY 

AND GRATITUDE ON THE OTHER . . . 

Loss CAN DIMINISH us, 
BUT IT CAN ALSO EXPAND US ... 

Loss CAN FUNCTION AS A 

CATALYST TO TRANSFORM US. 

-JERRY SITTSER 
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The Need for Action 

What does it take to untie a rope? Naming the rope is necessary but usually 
not sufficient. Generally it requires action. I have to stop what I'm doing, get 
out of the plane, and put my hands to work. One day a rich young ruler asked 
Jesus' advice about eternal life. After a brief discussion, Jesus offered him a 
chance to fly: "Go, sell all you have, give the money to the poor, and come 
follow me." The young man walked away sadly. He was tethered to earth by a 
golden rope, and he could not bring himself to untie it. 

Another man knew that his rope was workaholism. It would keep him 
from soaring into the kind of marriage and fatherhood that he knew he longed 
for. For many of us, work promises to feed our egos in a way families do not. 
It becomes our rope. So he made a decision: every day he would leave work at 
4:30. He knew that if he didn't have a set time to leave, he would always be 
cheating his children. He had to cut the rope, and the way he chose to do that 
was by setting a firm quitting time. 

The particular action you choose does not have to be brilliant. It just 
has to be concrete. It has to cost you something. What the action consists of is 
not as important as taking action itself. It becomes a concrete reminder of 
your commitment to fly. 

Orville and I left the ground, finally, and soared high above San 
Francisco Bay. We saw sequoias down in Muir Woods, cars racing over the 
Golden Gate Bridge, sunlight rippling on the waves of the Pacific Ocean, the 
crescent coastline of Monterey and Carmel, clouds playing tag as they raced to 
Napa Valley. I saw life and beauty and vision. I was glad I had flown. 

But first, you have to untie your ropes. 

58: "Go, sell all you have''.· See Matthew 19:16-22. 
p.58 

The question is not, "Is what you have sufficient?" but "Are you sufficient for 
what you have?" 

There are many ways to lose your life. Death is only one of them. 
p.247 
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The best way out is always through. 
Robert Frost 

Dear Christ, I set aside right now my nervous concern for what I must do; I 
center my thoughts on what you are doing in me and in the world. I want to 
trade in my anxieties for your gift of faith. Amen. 
p . 76 

Holy Spirit, make the connection between the words of my mouth and the 
meanings in my heart so that my words may never be without personal meaning 
and my spirit never be without a means of expression. Amen. 
p.58 
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[ v. I ?~~lo Mordgcai went away and carri&d out all Qf Esthgr'~ instructi2n~. 

So Mordecai set out to do everything that Esther had instructed him. 

Mordecai left and carried out Esther's instructions. 

17. From this point on Esther, who had up till now done as Mordecai 
told her, herself takes the lead and assumes responsibility in her own right. 
p.81 

"It is not the critic who counts: not the man who points out how the strong man 
stumbles or where the doer of deeds could have done better. The credit belongs 
to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and 
sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes up short again and 
again, because there is no effort without error or shortcoming, but who knows 
the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, who spends himself for a worthy 
cause; who, at the best, knows, in the end, the triumph of high achievement, 
and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least he fails while daring greatly, so that 
his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who knew neither 
victory nor defeat." 

Theodore Rom;evelt 
"Citizenship in a Republic," 

at the Sorbonne, Paris, A ril 23, 1910 
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"If I care to listen to every criticism, let alone act on them, then this shop may 
as well be closed for all other businesses. I have learned to do my best, and if 
the end result is good then I do not care for any criticism, but if the end result 
is not good, then even the praise of ten angels would not make the difference." 

Abraham Lincoln 

"It's one thing to cry Ole! Ole! And it's another thing to get into the ring with 
the bull!'' 
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CONCLUSION: 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 

LESSON #1: So many times in the midst of our celebrations, a crisis is 
brewing. 

LESSON #2: Pride, anger and hatred drive Haman to his own destruction. 

LESSON #3: Mordecai, like Daniel, had personal convictions that caused him 
to refuse to kneel before a human ruler. "Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself with the king's meat" (Daniel 1:8). 

LESSON #4: God honors those who with conviction stand against the culture. 
He provides and He protects His own. 

LESSON #5: "A wicked scoundrel digs up evil, and his slander is like a 
scorching fire" (Proverbs 16:27 NET). 

LESSON #6: "I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. 
In the world you have trouble and suffering, but take courage-I have 
conquered the world" (John 16:33 NET). 

LESSON #7: Esther's character, commitment, conviction, and courage shine 
brightly here. 

LESSON #8: Esther's commitment is just like Paul's in Philippians 1:20: 
"according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I shall not be put to 
shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ shall even now, as 
always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death" (NASB). 

LESSON #9: Esther's struggle is characterized by that of Jesus in Luke 22:42: 
'"Father, if Thou art willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, 
but Thine be done"' (NASB). 
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LESSON #10: "But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through 
Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death , nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ J esus our Lord" 
(Romans 8:37-39 NASB). 
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Haman wanted the people to see his victory over Mordecai. He and his 
advisors took for grated that the king would immediately grant his request. 

Haman did not realize he was preparing his own doom, and he was not 
alone in preparing his own downfall. The Bible teaches that all are guilty of 
the same sin: "Because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you 
are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his 
righteous judgment will be revealed" (Rom 2:5). 
p.342 

PRINCIPLES 
• The world can be a dangerous place for the people of God. 
• Pride and anger usually go together. 
• The laws of man are changeable and uncertain. 
• The laws of god are stable and eternal. 
• Prejudice converts differences into moral failure. 
• Selfishness negates the humanity in others. 

APPLICATIONS 
• Don't depend on the stock market, social laws, or peoples' opinions; they 

are unstable and uncertain. Instead, find your security in the love, 
sovereignty, and presence of God. 

• Practice showing respect to everyone you meet. 
• Live with kindness, listen with compassion, remember God's mercy 

toward you; and you will guard your heart against pride. 
• Avoid getting involved in the schemes of angry people. Nothing good 

comes from such plans 
p.312 
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All of us at times find ourselves and our futures seemingly in the hands of 
other people. Their decisions or their actions determine whether we get a good 
grade or a poor one, whether we are promoted or fired, whether our careers 
blossom or fold. I am not overlooking our own responsibility in these 
situations, but all of us know that even when we have, so to speak, done our 
best, we are still dependent upon the favor or frown of that teacher or boss or 
commanding officer. We are, from a human point of view, often at the mercy of 
other people and their decisions or actions .... 

Can we trust God that He can and will work in the heart of that 
individual to bring about His plan for us? Or consider the instance when 
someone is out to harm us, to ruin our reputation, or jeopardize our career: 
Can we trust God to intervene in the heart of that person so that he does not 
carry out his evil intent? According to the Bible, the answer in both instances 
is yes. We can trust God. 

p.64 

(from Trusting God 
by Jerry Bridges) 
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William Borden: Living with No Regrets 

In 1904 William Borden graduated from a Chicago high school. As heir to the 
Borden Dairy estate, he was already a millionaire. For his high school 
graduation present, his parents gave him a trip around the world. As the 
young man traveled through Asia, the Middle East, and Europe, he felt a 
growing burden for the world's hurting people. Finally, Borden wrote home to 
say, ''I'm going to give my life to prepare for the mission field." At the same 
time, he wrote two words in the back of his Bible: "No reserves." 

Indeed, Borden held nothing back . During his college years at Yale University, 
he became a pillar in the Christian comm unity. One entry in his personal 
journal that defined the source of his spiritual strength simply said: "Say no to 
self and yes to J esus every time." 

During his first semester at Yale, Borden started a small prayer group th at 
would transform campus life. This little group gave birth to a movement that 
spread across the campus. By the end of his first year, 150 freshmen were 
meeting for weekly Bible study and prayer. By the t ime Bill Borden was a 
senior, 1,000 of Yale's 1,300 students wer e meeting in such groups. 

Borden also strategized with his fellow Christians to make sure every student 
on campus heard the gospel, and he was often seen ministering to the 
downtrodden in the streets of New Haven . But his real passion was missions. 
Once he narrowed his missionary call to the Kansu people in China, Borden 
never wavered. 

Upon graduation from Yale, Borden wrote two more words in the back of his 
Bible: "No retreats." In keeping with that commitment, Borden t urned down 
several high-paying job offers, enrolling in seminary instead. After graduating, 
he immediately went to Egypt to learn Arabic because of his intent to work 
with Muslims in China. While in Egypt, he contracted spinal meningitis. 
Within a month, 25-year-old William Borden was dead. 

Prior to his death, Borden had written two more words in his Bible. 
Underneath the words "No reserves" and "No retreats," he had written: "No 
regrets." 

Bill White, Paramount, California; sources: Daily Bread (12-31-1988); The Yale Standard 
(Fall 1970); Mrs. Howard Taylor, Borden of Yale (Bethany House, 1988) 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
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'Though he slay me; yet will I hope in him. "-Job 13:15 
~~-

Perhaps the most remarkable statement in the book of Job is this, where 
the beleaguered patriarch says of God, "Though he slay me, yet will I hope in 
him." A statement like this speaks highly of Job. But it speaks more highly of 
God. Nothing wounds the devil more-and you and I can have a part in 
rubbing salt in those wounds. The life of the most "insignificant" person is a 
battlefield on which the mightiest forces of the universe converge in warfare. 
This elevates the status of the lowliest and least person on earth! 

I picture the day when we will depart earth and head for heaven. When our 
spirits rise out of these shells, the entire universe of angelic hosts will no doubt 
stand erect, holding their breath in respect. Maybe they will salute in 
amazement, watching our spirits ascend as a sweet-smelling savor to God. 
And then-watch out! The party will really break loose! 

Each day we go on living means something. God is up to something good when 
it comes to our trials. 

Joni Earecl-lson Tada 

POINTS TO PONDER 

• In what respect are you being "slain"? 
• What is being "put to death" in you? Pride? Dependence on your stuff'? 

Your appetite? Your tendency to overindulge yourself? 
• In what way is that "little death" spiritual battle for you? 
• How can you praise God in the midst of the battle? 
• Can you imagine angels giving you a nod of respect for having won the 

battle? 
(March 10) 
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"Our threat will let them understand that we don't want anything like 
that done in that name anymore. That name is disturbing the city. That name 
is causing things to happen that we can't duplicate. That name is causing men 
who've never walked before to walk. That name is upsetting the city." And 
that name continues to upset the city. It should upset the city, for He is the 
worthy one. This name, Jesus, it will upset things, it will turn things that are 
upside down to the upright position. 
pp. 28-29 

~~~ 
I empty my life, God, of all god-substitutes and all idol-alternatives. I have 
nothing, so that I can receive everything. A life rich in wonder and blessing. 
Amen. 
p. 34 

Lord Jesus Christ, I will not deny my vitality or squelch my energy, but I will 
place them under your rule so that they will serve your purposes. I will not 
harness you to my requirements, but offer myself to yours. Amen 
p.36 
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( 
(Life is Like Licking Honey Off a Thorn: Reflections on Living Wisely in this World of Pain and 
Joy by Susan Lenzkes) Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House. Copyright- Susan L. Lenzkes, 2002. 

Worship ~0- 11 

( 

My friend Ben West was invited to give a devotional talk to his 
church choir on the subject of worship. To illustrate the difference 
between mechanical and spiritual worship, he told about an experience 
he'd had a couple of weeks before his dear wife, Sharon, had died of 
cancer. 

While massaging her back he began to think about what a 
precious treasure she was to him and how much he loved her. Seconds 
after he thought that, she said, "I feel so loved when you rub me like 
that!" 

"Somehow," he told the choir through his tears, "my massage 
changed when I put my heart into it, and she immediately sensed it. 
Our musical message, too, will change when we put our hearts into it. 
God wants to be able to say, 'I feel so loved when you sing like that!"' 
p. 141 
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