ESTHER
SESSION #4: Esther 5:1-6:14

TEXT:
5:v. 1 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court
of the palace, in front of the king's hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne
in the hall, facing the entrance.
v. 2 When he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her
and held out to her the gold scepter that was in his hand. So Esther approached
and touched the tip of the scepter.
v. 3 Then the king asked, "What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request?
Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given you."
v. 4 "If it pleases the king," replied Esther, "let the king, together with Haman,
come today to a banquet I have prepared for him."
v. 5 "Bring Haman at once," the king said, "so that we may do what Esther
asks." So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared.
v. 6 As they were drinking wine, the king again asked Esther, "Now what is your
petition? It will be given you. And what is your request? Even up to half the
kingdom, it will be granted."
v. 7 Esther replied, "My petition and my request is this:
v. 8 If the king regards me with favor and ifit pleases the king to grant my
petition and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the
banquet I will prepare for them. Then I will answer the king's question."
v. 9 Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw
Mordecai at the king's gate and observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in
his presence, he was filled with rage against Mordecai.
v. 10 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home. Calling together
his friends and Zeresh, his wife,
v. 11 Haman boasted to them about his vast wealth, his many sons, and all the
ways the king had honored him and how he had elevated him above the other
nobles and officials.
v. 12 "And that's not all," Haman added. "I'm the only person Queen Esther
invited to accompany the king to the banquet she gave. And she has invited me
along with the king tomorrow.

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

What You Need to Know About

v. 13 But all this gives me no satisfaction as long as I see th at Jew Mordecai
sitting at the king's gate."
v. 14 His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, "Have a gallows built,
seventy-five feet high, and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai hanged
on it. Then go with the king to the dinner and be happy." This su ggestion
delighted Haman, and he had the gallows built.
6:v. 1 That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered t he book of the
chronicles, the record of his reign, to be brought in and read to him.
v. 2 It was found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed Bigthan a and
Teresh , two of the king's officers who guarded the doorway, who h ad conspired to
assassinate King Xerxes.
v. 3 "What honor and recognition has Mordecai received for t his?" t he king
asked. "Nothing h as been done for him," his attendants answered.
v. 4 The king said, "Who is in the court?" Now Haman had just entered the
outer court of the palace to speak to the king about hanging Mordecai on the
gallows he had er ected for him.
v. 5 His attendants a nswer ed, "Haman is standing in the court." "Bring him in,"
the king ordered.
v. 6 When Haman entered, the king asked him, "What should be done for th e
man the king delights to honor?" Now Haman thought to himself, "Who is there
that the king would rather honor than me?"
v. 7 So he answered the king, "For the man the king delights to honor,
v. 8 have them bring a royal robe the king has worn and a horse the king has
ridden, one with a royal crest placed on its head.
v. 9 Then let t he robe and horse be ent rusted to one of the king's most noble
princes. Let them robe the man the king delights to h onor, a nd lead him on the
h orse t hrough the city streets, proclaiming before him, 'This is what is done for
the man the king delights to honor!"'
v. 10 "Go at once," the king commanded Haman. "Get the robe and t he horse
and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the J ew, who sits at t he king's
gate. Do not neglect anything you have recommended."
v. 11 So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on
horseback through the city streets, proclaiming before him, "This is what is done
for t he man the king delights to honor!"
v. 12 Afterward Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But Haman rushed home,
with his head covered in grief,
v. 13 and told Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything t h at h ad happened
to him. His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, "Since Mordecai, before
whom your downfall has started, is of J ewish origin, you cannot stand against
him-you will surely come to ruin!"
v. 14 While they were still talking with him, t he king's eunuch s arrived and
hurried Haman away to the banquet Esther h a d prepared.
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INTRODUCTION:

Trail West
by Ben Hagins
In August '09, 'bout a hundred of us
Went to Colorado to renew,
At a place in the mountains called Trail West.
It's working on me and probably you.
Never had a study quite like this one
Pretty thorough in song and Word.
If you can't get inspired at a place like this,
Then you just haven't heard.
The Bible taught by a man of God
And a staff that's second to none.
These few days are packed right full
And I figure that we're not done.
Cause what we're learning will help us all
Be a winner and the very best,
To complete our race right to the end
Never forgetting, this place, Trail West!
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Duck or Eagle
Harvey Mackay, tells a wonderful story about a cab driver that proved this
point.
He was waiting in line for a ride at the airport. When a cab pulled up , the first
thing Harvey noticed was that the taxi was polished to a bright shine. Smartly
dressed in a white shirt, black tie, and freshly pressed black slacks, the cab
driver jumped out and rounded the car to open the back passenger door for
Harvey
He handed my friend a laminated card and said: "I'm Wally, your driver. While
I'm loading your bags in the trunk I'd like you to read my mission statement."
Taken aback, Harvey read the card.
It said: Wally's Mission Statement: To get my customers to their destination in
the quickest, safest and cheapest way possible in a friendly environment.

This blew Harvey away. Especially when he noticed that the inside of the cab
matched the outside. Spotlessly clean! As he slid behind the wheel, Wally said,
"Would you like a cup of coffee? I have a thermos of regular and one of decaf."
My friend said jokingly, "No, I'd prefer a soft drink."
Wally smiled and said, "No problem. I have a cooler up front with regular and
Diet Coke, water and orange juice."
Almost stuttering, Harvey said, "I'll take a Diet Coke."
Handing him his drink, Wally said, "If you'd like something to read, I have The
Wall Street Journal, Time, Sports Illustrated and USA Today."
As they were pulling away, Wally handed my friend another laminated card,
"These are the stations I get and the music they play, if you'd like to listen to the
radio." And as if that weren't enough, Wally told Harvey that he had the air
conditioning on and asked if the temperature was comfortable for him.
Then he advised Harvey of the best route to his destination for that time of day.
He also let him know that he'd be happy to chat and tell him about some of the
sights or, if Harvey preferred, to leave him with his own thoughts.
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"Tell me, Wally," my amazed friend asked the driver, "have you always served
customers like this?"
Wally smiled into the rear view mirror. "No, not always. In fact , it's only been
in the last two years. My first five years driving, I spent most of my time
complaining like all the rest of the cabbies do. Then I heard the personal growth
guru, Wayne Dyer, on the radio one day. He had just written a book called
You'll See It When You Believe It. Dyer said that if you get up in the morning
expecting to have a bad day, you'll rarely disappoint yourself. He said, "Stop
complaining! Differentiate yourself from your competition. Don't be a duck. Be
an eagle. Ducks quack and complain. Eagles soar above the crowd."'
"That hit me right between the eyes," said Wally. "Dyer was really talking about
me. I was always quacking and complaining, so I decided to change my attitude
and become an eagle. I looked around at the other cabs and their drivers. The
cabs were dirty, the drivers were unfriendly, and the customers were unhappy.
So I decided to make some changes. I put in a few at a time. When my
customers responded well, I did more."
"I take it that has paid off for you," Harvey said.
"It sure has," Wally replied. "My first year as an eagle, I doubled my income
from the previous year. This year I'll probably quadruple it. You were lucky to
get me today. I don't sit at cabstands anymore. My customers call me for
appointments on my cell phone or leave a message on my answering machine. If
I can't pick them up myself, I get a reliable cabbie friend to do it and I take a
piece of the action."
Wally was phenomenal. He was running a limo service out of a Yellow Cab. I've
probably told that story to more than fifty cab drivers over the years, and only
two took the idea and ran with it. Whenever I go to their cities, I give them a
call. The rest of the drivers quacked like ducks and told me all the reasons they
couldn't do any of what I was suggesting. Wally the Cab Driver made a
different choice. He decided to stop quacking like ducks and start soaring like
eagles.
How about us? Smile, and the whole world smiles with you .. . The ball is in our
ha?ds! A man/woman, reaps what he/she sows. Let us not become weary in
domg good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up ...
let u s do good to all people.
Ducks Quack (and waddle), Eagles Soar (and glide)
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JUST FRIENDS
I can't remember his number.
I don't call him often enough.
His birthday always escapes me
'cause I don't keep up with that stuff.
And I'm lucky if I see him
even once or twice a year
But I'm really not complainin'
'cause we're still close, we're just not near.
I recognize his daughter's voice.
I remember when she was born .
. . . I was there when he got married!
I held the ring his wife has worn
For all these years, his darlin '.
Ya know, she hasn't changed a bit.
And him and me? We're markin' time
by the bad habits that we quit.
Together we're ambidextrous!
Although we're really not a pair
We've got each other covered
and, between us, a full head of hair!
We're part of each other's gristle,
an inveterate as bone.
It's nice how life can fix it
so you don't have to go it alone.
As I sit here blowin' smoke rings
from the pipe dreams that we've had,
I'm wonderin' if I've told him
how many times it's made me glad
Just to know he's out there somewhere,
like a dollar in my shoe,
And how much it would please me
if he felt the same way, too.
E~tlwr/LeC'tm·p Note:-'Studv1t1
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When I add up all my assets,
he's one thing I can't appraise.
What's a promise or a handshake
or a phone call worth these days?
It's a credit with no limit,
it's a debt that never ends
And I'll owe him till forever
'cause you can't be more than friends.
pp. 55-56

Y our God is a God who not merely restores, but takes up our mistakes and

A

follies into His plan for us and brings good out of them.
- J. I. PACKER

p. 14

If we could only look upon a difficult. crisis as an occasion of bringing out,
on our behalf, the sufficiency of divine grace, it would enable us to preserve
the balance of our souls and to glorify God, even in the deepest waters.
-

C. H. MACKINTOSH

p. 18
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Providential Band-Aids Prevent Pirate Theft
In the first half of 2009, news reports poured in of pirate vessels attacking vital
shipping lanes along the coast of Somalia in southern Africa. Entire shiploads of
cargo were held for ransom by pirates, delayed severely, or even lost at sea.
Amid that chaos, Mark Wilson was learning the ropes for his new job as logistics
coordinator for the U.S. headquarters of Africa Inland Mission (AIM)-a Christian
missionary sending agency dedicated to reaching the peoples of Africa with the
Good News of Jesus Christ. AIM uses the Somali shipping lanes to send supplies
and equipment to missionaries working in the field.
One day Mark received a phone call offering a supply of free Band-Aids for the
missionaries in Africa. Mark gladly accepted, but he forgot to ask just how many
Band-Aids would be coming his way. "I am always looking for ways to fill ocean
containers," he said. "[But] I realized my mistake when the second UPS truck
full of Band-aids arrived."
Soon after, Mark was supervising the packing of an ocean container carrying
valuable equipment and other supplies intended for AIM's missionaries. When
there was a little bit of room left over, he filled in the extra space with as many
of the superfluous Band-Aids as could be squeezed in. He thought nothing more
about them after that-just a bit of filler material that could be useful for
missionaries in need of medical supplies.
But after the equipment and supplies were delivered, Mark learned that God
had a different goal in mind for what he considered to be a bit of a nuisance.
Mark heard that the ship carrying AIM's ocean container had been hijacked by
pirates-they even broke into the crate containing the valuable equipment meant
for the missionaries. But when they saw nothing but piles of Band-Aids, the
pirates moved on. The equipment was unnoticed and arrived safely in the hands
of the people who needed it to continue advancing the kingdom of God.
Looking back, Mark was blown away at the clear protection and direction offered
by God. "I stand amazed at the faithfulness of God," he says, "even in what I
would consider my mistakes."
Sam O'Neal, St. Charles, Illinois; source: "Piracy Staved Off By Timely Band-Aids,"
Mission Network News (5-4-09)

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International
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~ ~od would give them victory in the battle, but He would not fight their battle for
~ them.

p. 158

It's written right there in black and white in the official philosophy of the
U.S. Nave SEAL, the last two paragraphs of which read:

•
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We train for war and fight to win. I stand ready to bring the full
spectrum of combat power to bear in order to achieve my mission and the
goals established by my country. The execution of my duties will be swift •
and violent when required, yet guided by the very principles I serve to
defend.
Brave men have fought and died building the proud tradition and
feared reputation that I am bound to uphold. In the worst of conditions,
the legacy of my teammates steadies my resolve and silently guides my
-ti
every deed. I will not fail.
p. 15
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PAYING THE ULTIMATE PRICE

''No servant is greater than his master.
If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also."
JOHN 15:20, NIV
They didn't just persecute Jesus; they crucified Him! How is it that you and I
think we will be treated any better?
You may be thinking this doesn't happen today. Yet it has been estimated
by the World Christian Encyclopedia that more than 45 million men and women •
were put to death for t heir faith in J esus Christ during the twentieth cent ury!
In r ecent years the estimate has averaged between 160,000 and 171,000 per
year. Imagine! That's more than 10,000 Christians dying for their faith every
month! More than 400 per day!
While you and I are getting up in the morning, trying to decide what to
wear and what to eat and where we will spend our vacation, somewhere in the
world someone is paying the ultimate price for his or her relationship with
Jesus! And I ask myself, would I be willing to do the same?
p.308
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THE CONCEPT OF
DIVINE CONTROL

" ... how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good
things to those who ask Him!" (Matthew 7:11).
Jesus is laying down the rules of conduct in this passage for those people
who have His Spirit. He urges us to keep our mind filled with the concept of
God's control over everything, which means that a disciple must maintain an
attitude of perfect trust and an eagerness to ask and to seek.
Fill your mind with the thoughts that God is there. And once your mind is
truly filled with that thought, when you experience difficulties it will be as easy
as breathing for you to remember, "My heavenly Father knows all about this!"
This will be no effort at all, but uncertainties arise. Before you formed this
concept of divine control so powerfully in your mind, you used to go from person
to person seeking help, but now you go to God about it. Jesus is laying down the
rules of conduct for those people who have His Spirit, and it works on the
following principle: God is my Father, He loves me, and I will never think of
anything that He will forget, so why should I worry?
Jesus said there are times when God cannot lift the darkness from you,
but you should trust Him. At times God will appear like an unkind friend, but
He is not; He will appear like an unnatural father, but He is not; He will appear
like an unjust judge, but He is not. Keep strong and growing. Not even the
smallest detail of life happens unless God's will is behind it. Therefore, you can
rest in perfect confidence in Him. Prayer is not only asking, but is an attitude of
the mind which produces the atmosphere in which asking is perfectly natural.
"Ask, and it will be given to you ... " (7:7).
(July 16)
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Let us turn now to the text of scripture to see what we can learn from these two
chapters, ESTHER 5 & 6.

Plot exposed by Esther

These chapters mark the climax of the book. Here the tables are turned
and evil is overcome by good. God's people are preserved through an unlikely set
of circumstances. It is obvious to readers who trust the Lord that He was
sovereignly at work, accomplishing His purposes. The original readers in
postexilic Palestine would also be reminded that God would protect them against
anything that might come their way. Even the forgetfulness of a pagan king
could be used by God to preserve and protect His people.

As we have seen, banquets (feasting/drinking) occur at pivotal moments in
the book of Esther and they regularly mask deeper realities. Vashti was deposed
as a result of her insubordination during the public banquets of chapter 1.
Esther is crowned as Vashti's replacement during the banquet in chapter 2, but
her identity is kept secret throughout (2:18-20). Haman dined with the king in a
sinister, private banquet after making the king an (unknowing) accomplice in
his plot against the Jews in chapter 3. Now a series of equally portentous
private banquets is under way. Esther is plotting to undo what Haman had put
into effect when the king last "sat down to drink" (3: 15). She will not reveal
herself or her request to the king (and Haman) until she determines the right
time to strike.
p.231
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One of the most troubling aspects about the book of Esther-Hebrew scholars
say this is the "genius" of the book-is the fact that God is never mentioned.
Neither Esther nor Mordecai speaks his name. There is no thunderbolt from
above, no miracle or vision, no heavenly voice. Nevertheless, God is the true
hero of the story. Although hidden from view, he is everywhere at work behind
the scenes. He keeps his promises and defends his people-even the ones who
chose not to return home to the Promised Land. He chooses to work through
Esther and Mordecai, despite their failures, bad choices, and outright
disobedience. When the crisis hits, he has them right where he wants them.
Mordecai is in a corner where he can do nothing except appeal to Esther for help.
This was backwards from the way their relationship always operated. Esther is
poised for action, yet feels frightened, alone, and inadequate. They were the
right people, in the right place, at the right time, and in the right frame of mind.
God called them to act. He exposed their need for him, brought them to their
knees, and was with them in the battle.
We're amazed to see God providentially lining up people and events to
bring about an extraordinary victory for his people. We love to repeat Mordecai's
famous life-changing message for Esther: "Who knows but that you have come to
royal position for such a time as this?" It's heartening to think that God works
like that behind the scenes of our lives too , that he's advancing his purposes
through us despite our weaknesses and failings.
p. 153

The crisis marks an extraordinary turning point in Esther's life and in her
relationships with both Mordecai and Xerxes. It is a coming of age when Esther
thinks for herself and takes full responsibility for her actions. Her relationship
with God flourishes. He is her compass as she navigates the treacherous waters
of her relationships with the two most powerful men in her life. By aligning
herself with God's cause, she honors both men and leads them both to honor him
with their leadership.
pp. 155-6
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That Esther commands Mordecai is monumental. His response affirms
the rightness of her actions and the godliness of a man who is unthreatened by
this "role reversal." He called her to step out, and when she did, he affirmed her
by doing whatever she asked.
What she commanded was also significant. Esther committed herself and
her maids to a three-day fast before she took any action. She called on Mordecai
and the people of God to join this crucial fast-to express sorrow for their sin and
cry out to God for help they didn't deserve. She acted as the spiritual leader of
her people-leading them back to God to acknowledge their dependence on him.
After they do, she will approach the king.
p. 158

Esther began the process of securing the king's pleasure and exposing
Haman 's evil intent. She invited both men to a banquet. Meanwhile, Haman's
rage intensified because Mordecai did not show him respect or honor.
p. 326

PRAYER
Father, thank you for helping us when we need to make difficult decisions. We
are grateful that you don't turn your back when we need you. Give us wisdom to
recognize our responsibility to do what is right, and give us the courage to do it.
p.65

The heart still hopes that God will appear even at the eleventh hour, and
mightily deliver those who have thrown themselves upon him with all the
resoluteness of trust and love.
p. 332
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The Lord intended by the narrative of Esther's history to set before us a
wonderful instance of His providence, that when we had viewed it with interest
and pleasure, we might praise His name, and then go on to acquire the habit of
observing His hand in other histories, and especially in our own lives. Well does
Flavel say, that he who observes providence will never be long without a
providence to observe. The man who can walk through the world and see no
God, is said upon inspired authority to be a fool; but the wise man's eyes are in
his head, he sees with an inner sight, and discovers God everywhere at work. It
is his joy to perceive that the Lord is working according to His will in heaven,
and earth, and in all deep places.
p. 160

The words of Psalm 7:14-16 make me think of Haman: "He who is
pregnant with evil and conceives trouble gives birth to disillusionment. He who
digs a hole and scoops it out falls into the pit he has made. The trouble he
causes recoils on himself; his violence comes down on his own head" (NN).
There is a law of retribution in this world declaring that the person who
maliciously seeks to destroy others ends up destroying himself. The French
existentialist Albert Camus wrote in his novel The Fall: "There's no need to hang
about waiting for the last judgment-it takes place every day."
Though the mills of God grind slowly,
yet they grind exceeding small;
Though with patience He stands waiting,
with exactness grinds He all.
(Friedrich von Logau)
Haman didn't realize it, but four forces had already begun to work
together to destroy him.
p. 117-18
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There is a law of retribution in this world declaring that the person who
maliciously seeks to destroy others ends up destroying himself. The French
existentialist Albert Camus wrote in his novel The Fall: "There's no need to hang
about waiting for the last judgment-it takes place every day."
Though the mills of God grind slowly,
yet they grind exceeding small;
Though with patience He stands waiting,
with exactness grinds He all.
(Friedrich von Logau)
Haman didn't realize it, but four forces had already begun to work
together to destroy him.
p.728
Before we begin our VERSE-BY-VERSE STUDY, let me read from the NET
Bible Esther 4:15-17 which just precedes the passages th at we are going to be
considering.

Esther 4:15-17 (NET)
Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: "Go, assemble all the Jews who
are found in Susa and fast in my behalf. Don't eat and don't drink for
three days, night or day. My female attendants and I will also fast in the
same way. Afterward I will go to the king, even though it violates the law.
If I perish, I perish!" So Mordecai set out to do everything that Esther
had instructed him.
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-1 ~;y. f>n

the third day

E§th~r p\!.t on h~r w:al robes_ and stood in the inner court

of the palace. in front of the kmg s hall. The kmg was s1ttmg on his royal
throne in the hall. facing the entrance.

Esther Appeals to the King for Help

It so happened that on the third day Esther put on her royal attire and
stood in the inner court of the palace, opposite the king's quarters. The
king was sitting on his royal throne in the palace, opposite the entrance.

Three days later Esther dressed in her royal robes and took up a position
in the inner court of the palace in front of the king's throne room. The
king was on his throne facing the entrance.

BANQUET PREPARED (5:1-4)

After the three days of fasting in which Esther participated (cf. 4:16) she was
ready to go to the king with her request. Actually she went on the third day
because part of a day was counted as a whole day ...
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1 "On the third day," i.e., when the fasting was completed (cf. 4:16), Esther
dressed in her royal splendor and went to the inner court of the palace in front of
the king's hall. Xerxes was sitting on his throne in the hall, facing the entrance.
From this position he could see Esther standing in the court. She had waited to
see what he would do, as she had already violated the law by entering the inner
court (cf. 4:11).

p.735

On the third day Esther enters the inner court, and stands opposite the
gate of the king's throne-room so as to attract his notice. The king is sitting on
his throne at the time, looking down the pillared vista and through the open
door, where he beholds, with some surprise, the graceful figure of his young and
beautiful wife. His immediately extended sceptre assures Esther that any
breach of etiquette is excused. Then the king, realising that only some grave
concern could have brought Esther thus, generously reassures her with the
words: "What wilt thou, queen Esther? It shall be given thee to the half of the
kingdom." Esther asks that the king and Haman should come to a banquet for
them later that day.

p.272

The two words "and stood" must not be overlooked. This was an act of
breaking the law by standing in the king's court without having been called.
Esther had come to her moment of truth. She publicly had confronted the king.

p.339
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After committing her cause to God's hands, Esther donned her royal robes
and braced herself to approach the king. This moment is drained of its tension
because we know things turned out well for Esther. She didn't know that going
in, however. She suffered all the anxieties of a death-row inmate waiting for the
governor's last-minute pardon. The prayers and fasting of God's people, joined
with trust in God, are no guarantee our lives will be spared. We've lost count of
the numbers of faithful, trusting believers who have been martyred for their
faith. Hadassah could have easily been one more name on the roster of forgotten
martyrs. As she stood in the inner court of the palace and saw Xerxes sitting on
his throne, this young woman felt the full force of the terrible possibilities that
loomed. Male artists who portray this terrifying encounter often depict a
swooning Esther, supported by her maids.
Esther didn't swoon. She did what she had to do. She stepped out. She
took the risk.
p. 152

I. Esther's bold approach to the king, v. l. When the time appointed for
their fast was finished she lost no time, but on the third day, when the
impressions of her devotions were fresh upon her spirit, she addressed the king.
Now she put on her royal apparel, that she might the better recommend herself
to the king, and laid aside her fast-day clothes. In the Apocrypha (Esther xiv.
16), she thus appeals to God: Thou knowest, Lord, I abhor the sign of my high
estate which is upon my head, in the days wherein I show myself, &c. She stood
in the inner court over against the king, expecting her doom, between hope and
fear.
p.508
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It was not only natural, but, on such occasions, highly proper and expedient,
that the queen should decorate herself in a style becoming her exalted station.
On ordinary occasions she might reasonably set off her charms to as much
advantage as possible; but, on the present occasion, as she was desirous to
secure the favor of one who sustained the twofold character of her husband and
her sovereign, public as well as private considerations-a regard to her personal
safety, no less than the preservation of her doomed countrymen-urged upon her
the propriety of using every legitimate means of recommending herself to the
favorable notice of Ahasuerus.

p. 357

[Courage] is the power to do well when the air is turbulent and the going gets
tough. It is having the character to do well when things are tempting, when
things are painful. It is easy to be a mother when a baby is cooing and gurgling
over breakfast; it takes courage to be a mother when the child suffers from a
terrible and incurable handicap. Courage is the power to do well in the face of a
threat-to your life, to your security, to your future , to the things you hold dear.
(from "Basic Moral Characteristics"
in Practical Christianity by Lewis Smedes)

p.72

It was a critical moment. Humanly speaking, everything depended upon the
mood of the king: if he were complacent all would be well, but if anything had
ruffled his spirit, then indeed he would wreak his vengeance upon the nearest
object.

p.333
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But first, saith the latter Targum, she made a solemn prayer to God, with many
tears, as soon as she was dressed, saying, "Thou art the great God, t he God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of my father Benjamin: as thou didst deliver
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, out of the fiery furnace, and Daniel from t he
lion's den, so deliver me now out of the h a nd of t he king, and give me grace and
favour in his eyes," &c.

p.695

Sometimes it takes a crisis to r emind us t h at we never serve t he Lord
alone. Esther enjoyed comfort and ease in the palace, but now she h ad a difficult
task to perform. Her people were fasting and seeking God's help for her; she
could not have succeeded alone.
Poor Haman was basking in false glory, boasting about false wealth,
enjoying false happiness, and resting on false confidence. He did not realize that
th e sh adow of death was over him. But is he much different from the proud
unbelievers of this day who build their lives on illusions?
Esther sensed that this was not the right time to reveal her nationality.
The delay of one day gave Ha man opportunity to have the gallows built on which
he would be hanged. Promoted by the king, honored by the queen, and advised
by his wife, Hama n appear s to have all his problems solved!

p.275

~:,.ther/Lect u1·0

Notes Stud\"# I

E,,ther 'i: 1-G: l.t.<loc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

21

Esther was concerned whether the king would acknowledge her presence and
grant her an audience. If he didn't, it could mean her immediate execution; and
she knew how unpredictable were his moods. The Jews had been fasting and
praying for three days, asking God to intervene and save them from
annihilation; and now Esther had to act.
What Esther did ranks among the great deeds of faith in Scripture and
could have been recorded in Hebrews 11. It wasn't enough for the J ews to pray
and have faith that God would work. Somebody had to act, for "faith without
works is dead" (James 2:20, KJV). But Esther wasn't operating on the basis of
"blind faith." She knew that God had covenanted with the Jews to deal with
their enemies (Gen. 12:1-3). She also knew that the God of Israel was a
forgiving God who would hear His people when they humbled themselves and
prayed (2 Chron. 7:14). Furthermore, God had allowed a remnant of J ews to
r eturn to their land and rebuild the temple. Surely it wasn't God's will that they
perish and their work stop.
Unlike Esther, when we come to the throne of grace, we don't have to
wonder what our Father thinks about us because He always loves His people
and welcomes them into His presence. One of the greatest needs in the church
today is for intercessors who will pray faithfully for a lost world and for a church
that desperately needs revival. "And He saw that there was no man, and
wondered that there was no intercessor" (Isa. 59:16, KJV). When the needs are so
great and the privilege of prayer is so wonderful, well might the Lord wonder
that His people neglect the throne of grace. As John Newton wrote:
Thou are coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring;
For His grace and power are such
None can ever ask too much.
pp. 118-19

In om· very first verse the TENSION MOUNTS and is very intense.

The picture is of Esther standing where it is against the law to stand:
"THE KING WAS SITTING ON HIS ROYAL THRONE"-the place of
a uthority.
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L:·1

2.1When he saw Queen Esther standin~ in the court. he was pleased with her
and held out to her the ~old scepter that was in his hand. So Esther
approached and touched the tip of the sceW;er.

When the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she met with his
approval. The king extended to Esther the gold scepter that was in his
hand, and Esther approached and touched the end of the scepter.

When he noticed Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased
to see her; the king extended the gold scepter in his hand. Esther
approached and touched the tip of the scepter.

Even though she had not been with the king in over a month . .. he was
pleased that she came (though she had been apprehensive) and he held out ...
the gold scepter toward her ...

Remember the philosophy of the U.S. Navy SEALs: "I will never quit ...
My Nation expects me to be physically harder and mentally stronger than my
enemies. If knocked down, I will get back up , every time. I will draw on every
remaining ounce of strength to protect my teammates ... I am never out of the
fight."

p.235
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Majority of Americans Believe in Miraculous Intervention
Percentage of Americans who believe God's intervention could save a family
member even if physicians declare treatment would be futile: 57 percent.
"Numbers," Time magazine (9-1-08), p. 14; based on a survey of
1,000 randomly-selected U.S. adults and 774 doctors, nurses, and other medical
(Archives of Surgery medical journal, 2005)

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

*1-'m sure Esther was still much in grayer at this very tense moment.

We cry to Thee this morning for the preservation of Thy church in the
world, and especially for her purity. 0 Father, keep us, we beseech Thee, with
all keeping, that the Evil One touch us not. We shall be tempted, but let him not
prevail against us. In a thousand ways he will lay snares for our feet, but, oh,
deliver us as a bird from the snare of the fowler. May the snare be broken that
we may escape.
p.84

~

Lord Jesus, you are my way and my truth and my life. Lead me through the
narrow gate into the wide life, through the place of concentrated decision into the
country of expansive blessings. Amen.
p.85
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Have you ever been stuck behind someone in traffic? Maybe on that day
you were in a p articular hurry, running late to an important engagement. There
is just one car in front of you at the light. You're watching the light with an
inten se focus, waiting for it to change from red to green. It seems to take
forever , but it finally comes to pass. You take your foot off the brake, you're just
about to hit the gas, but you realize the person in front of you is entirely
unaware that she has permission to go. Instead of looking forward, she is fixed
on her own image in the rearview mirror. Remember what you were thinking?
Move, lady. It doesn't get any greener than this. I wonder if that's what God is
thinking?
pp . 162-3

"WHEN HE SAW QUEEN ESTHER STANDING IN THE COURT'' his
RESPONSE is:
"HE WAS PLEASED WITH HER" and
"HE HELD OUT TO HER THE GOLD SCEPTER THAT WAS IN
HIS HAND."

The phrase "HE WAS PLEASED WITH HER" could be translat ed:
SHE GAINED FAVOR IN HIS EYES.

Proverbs 21:1 (NET)
The king's heart is in t he h and of t h e Lord like ch annels of water; h e t urns
it wher ever he wants.

The ver se concludes with ESTHER'S RESPONSE:
"SO ESTHER APPROACHED AND TOUCHED THE TIP OF THE
SCEPTER."
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The columns were not permitted to obscure the vision of the king as he sat upon
his throne, and when he caught sight of Queen Esther in all her regal beauty
and realized that only some weighty problem would have induced her to appear
before him unbidden, he extended to her the golden sceptre. The king's
movement of his sceptre indicates that Esther is to approach and touch the tip of
it, to symbolize her acceptance. The dramatic tension between human
relationships and the overriding demands of royal protocol is always full of
fascination.
pp. 85-86

2 Esther's beauty evidently pleased the king; so he did not rebuke her. Instead,
he held out the golden scepter in his hand as a gesture of favor toward her.
Esther approached the throne and touched the tip of the scepter.
p. 735

The dramatic tension peaks in verse 2, but mercifully dissipates within
the space of a few phrases.
p. 52

The moment Queen Esther catches Ahasuerus's eye, he extends the golden
scepter, signaling that she has won his favor and that it is safe to approach. She
obliges and touches the top of the scepter as a sign of gratitude and respect.
p.52
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The king quickly forgave Esther because she pleased him. After thirty days he
had perhaps forgotten how beautiful she was, but most importantly he had no
idea why she had come.
p.339

The king (who may have learned something after all from his disastrous mistake
with Queen Vashti) extended his scepter and granted her request up to half of
his kingdom. This heart-stopping moment turned the tables against the enemies
of the J ews and opened a new chapter for E sther. Now, at last, she knew who
she was and the cause she was born to advance. There would be no turning back
for the queen of Persia.
p.

152

After her three-day fast, Esther dressed in her royal best and presented her self
before the king. Against all expectations, she won favor in his sight a nd h e
extended the scepter to h er in a gestw·e of recognition and welcome. At this
point, we breathe a corporate sigh of relief. The threat of death is now r emoved:
E sther will not die, but live.
p.61

And the King h eld out the golden sceptre which was in his hand. So
Esther drew near, and touched the top of the sceptre. The beautiful typical
meaning of this the reader will find at the close of this chapter. The royal
sceptre, the emblem of royal power is extended towards h er, the sign of the
King's favour, and she touched the sceptre.* In touching the sceptre she
expressed her need of it. She touched the royal sceptre of power and authoritybecause from this she seeks and expects deliverance. And it was t h e touch of
faith.
*The Latin t ra nslation - the Vulgate -

translates "she kissed t he sceptre."

p. 105
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1. That he protected her from the law, and assured her of safety, by
holding out to her the golden sceptre (v.2), which she thankfully touched the top
of, thereby presenting herself to him as a humble petitioner.
p.509

The die is cast. The queen has practically forfeited her life in order to save her
people. If the king give it back to her it shall be well. She and all hers will see
in it the evidence of his grace. If not, she can but die, and for that she is
prepared.
Her youth and beauty, as well as her confiding trust, draw out her lord's
admiration. "And it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the
court, that she obtained favour in his sight: and the king held out to Esther the
golden sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top
of the sceptre" (v. 2).
Grace is reigning! Of this the scepter of gold speaks. "The king's heart is
in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he
will" (Prov. 21:1). He it is who has inclined the proud ruler of the Medes and
Persians to extend the token of his favor to his trembling queen. "The most High
[God] ruleth in the kingdom of men" (Dan. 4:25), whether they recognize Him or
not, and all the power is in His hand. He has heard the mute prayer of Esther
and her people, and from henceforth we are to see how He works all things
according to the counsel of His own will, despite every effort of the enemy to
thwart His purpose.
His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.
-William Cowper
"God Moves in a Mysterious Way"
pp. 180-81
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This was the usual way of acknowledging the royal condescension, and at the
same time expressing reverence and submission to the august majesty of the
king.
p.358

When he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased
with her. The same expression used here was used in Esther 2:9 when Esther
impressed the king's eunuch Hegai. It carries the sense of earning favor or
winning approval. Most likely, when the king looked up from his throne, he was
struck by Esther's beauty. Xerxes was a man driven by pleasure, appetites, and
self-indulgence. It was enough that Esther's beauty was stunning; he held out
to her the gold scepter that was in his hand.
p.328

Watch how Esther responds. "Esther put on her royal robes and stood in
the inner courtyard of the king's palace, facing the king's hall" (Est. 5:1).
Can't you see her? Right off the cover of Mademoiselle magazine? Can't
you see King Xerxes? Flipping through his copy of Car and Chariot. On either
side of him is a burly-chested guard. Behind him is a chattering eunuch. Ahead
of him is a long day of cabinet meetings and royal red tape. He lets out a sigh
and sinks down into his throne ... and out of the corner of his eye, he sees
Esther.
"When the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, he was
pleased" (5:2). Let me give you my translation of that verse: "When the king saw
Queen Esther standing in the courtyard he said, 'a-hubba-hubba-hubba."' "He
held out to her the gold scepter that was in his hand, so Esther went forward
and touched the end of it" (5:2).
pp. 147-8
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"Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal
apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king's house, over against the king's
house: and the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against
the gate of the house." Queen Esther is brave; she is proving to be a lovely
person, very noble and courageous. Note the reaction to the king to this
unexpected visit of his queen and the reception accorded her: "And it was so,
when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, that she obtained
favour in his sight: and the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was
in his hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the sceptre" (Esther
5:1, 2). The latter verse is one of the most thrilling in the entire Word of God.
When she went into his presence she stood there modestly. The king knew that
she would not have dared come into the court unless there was something
urgent; some matter of great importance.
p. 56

Now Esther has come into the presence of the king, and he recognizes
immediately that she would never have made this effort if an emergency had not
arisen.
p. 565

5:2 she found favor in his sight: Again we are struck by the providence
of God, demonstrated by the king's response to Esther. To indicate his approval,
the king held out the golden scepter to her.
p.609

E>-ther/L<•rr u1·e :-\ote .../St 11dy# 1

Eisther u 1·fi.14 doe

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

30

Esther walks in that confidence. Look at her. She doesn't cringe and
cower; she stands. "Esther stood in front of the king's rooms. The king saw
Esther the queen standing." She's not trembling. Though she's doing what's
never been done before, she is standing tall, confident in the Lord.
And when the king saw her standing in the court, she obtained favor in
his sight and he extended his golden scepter to her. Remember, without that
gesture from the king, she would die. And now, confident, she touches the top of
the scepter, making a connection with the king.
p . 101

Then Esther bade them return to Mordecai this answer: 'I will go in unto the
king, and if I perish, I perish.' But she did not perish. For she obtained favour
in the sight of the king; and the king held out to her the golden sceptre that was
in his hand, and said to her, 'What wilt thou, Queen Esther? And what is thy
request? For it shall be given thee to the half of the kingdom.' And the end was
that Haman and all his murderous plots fell, and Mordecai was promoted to sit
in Haman's seat, and Israel was saved.

p.422

His eye is upon us; He will not leave us nor forsake us. He who said "I pray not
that Thou shouldest take them out of the world" knows well how to keep us in it.
May our souls drink more into His Spirit and have more dealings with His
love, and with His Word, while we remain here, for His name's sake!

p.280
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I have found that if we go as far as we can,
God often opens up the rest of the way.

- ISOBEL K UHN

p.58
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HOLDING YOUR HAND

One of the joys of being with kids is holding their hands. We do it to keep
them safe while crossing the street, or to keep them from getting lost in a crowd.
And whenever they stumble and lose their footing, we grab their little hands
tighter to keep them from falling.
That's what God does for us. Inevitably there are stones and cracks that
trip us up on the sidewalks of life. That's why it's easy to identify with the
psalmist, who said, "My steps had nearly slipped" (Ps. 73:2).
We all face a variety of issues that threaten to make us stumble. For the
psalmist Asaph, seeing the prosperity of the wicked caused him to question the
goodness of God. But God squeezed his hand and reassured him that, given the
judgment of God, the wicked do not really prosper. True prosperity, the psalmist
discovered, was found in the fact that God was always with him: "You hold me
by my right hand" (v.23). And just for good measure, God reminded him that He
would also guide him through life and ultimately welcome him home to heaven
(v.24). How good is that!
So, next time you stumble, remember that the powerful hand of God is
holding your hand and walking you through life-all the way home! -Joe
Stowell
Many things about tomorrow
I don't seem to understand;
But I know who holds tomorrow
And I know who holds my hand. -Stanphill
© Renewal 1978, Singspiration.

Let God do the holding and you do the trusting.
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I am so used to being intimidated by conspiratorial evil, God, that I lose touch
with the reality that your will is done, that your kingdom comes, and that the
rulers of this world have very little to say about it, one way or the other. All
praise to your omnipotent grace, your eternal love. Amen.
p. 14
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Don,t Watch the Wall
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came
toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to
sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" Immediately Jesus reached out his hand
and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?"
-MATTHEW 14:29-31
My friend Dan, a race car driver, was recently talking about a terrible
accident in which a NASCAR legend was killed. The driver's car had been in
first place. Slightly bumped, it appeared he overcorrected and then, in the next
instant, crashed into the wall. I asked Dan if that kind of thing happens often
on the racing circuit. "Oh yes," he said. "Guys in their cars get into a spin, get
bumped, and they see that wall coming! I'll tell you, there's one thing they're
trained to do. They must not look at that wall. Their training tells them to keep
their eyes on the track, and steer out of the spin. If they look at the wall, they'll
freeze. Your body just reacts-you can't help it. The answer is to concentrate
every nerve on steering toward that open space."
That answer really spoke to me. Because lately I've been experiencing an
unusual amount of aches and pains, and it's had me thinking about ... the wall.
It's not going to get easier, Joni. Old age is coming faster than you realize, and
boy, you'd better brace for an impact. As a result of my fears, I've "frozen up" at
times, worrying about the future and its problems rather than the present and
its opportunities.
Paul writes, "Set your heart on things above," and the Gospels say, "Lift
up your head, for your salvation draws nigh." Its advice worth following
... or you just might hit the wall.

Lord Jesus, sometimes my life situation makes me afraid. I feel panic rising, my
mind locks up, and my fears loom like a large wall. As best I can today, Lord, I
will fix my eyes on you, and not on my problems and fears.
(April 8)
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~- :;:, a~n the kin~ aWd. "What is it, Qyeen Estb£t? What is :;:ouu~a11est?

L

E yen up to half the kingdom. it will be given you."

The king said to her, ·\what is on your mindl Queen Esther? What is your
request? Even as much as half the kingdom will be given to you!"
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The king asked, "And hat's your desire Queen Esther? What do you
want? Ask and it's yours-even i its alf my kingdom!"

He sensed that she had come to request something so h e asked her for her
request. And he even offered to give her whatever she wanted even up to half
the kingdom ... This apparently was an idiom to express the point that
Esther could request whatever she desired and that her wish would be fulfilled.

3 The king wanted to know why she had come to him. He assured her that any
request she might make, even up to half the kingdom , would be granted. He
realized that only a pressing need could have caused Esther to risk coming to
him unsummoned. The offer of half the kingdom was probably an example of
Oriental courtesy that was not intended to be taken too literally (cf. Mk 6:23).
p . 735
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T hat Esther would risk her life with an appearance in the king's presence
unbidden obviously indicates a matter of great import, and so the king
immediately asks what her request is (v 3a). Then, demonstrating the favor
with which she has been received, he adds a promise of extreme generosity:
"Even if it's for half my empire, it shall be granted you." Though this is
doubtless a stereotyped expression that no one took literally, it contributes
further to the depiction of the king's predilection for excess and the quicksilver
nature of his temperament. In the only direct quote we have had from him prior
to this one (cf. Radday, "Esther with Humour," 305), he consigned a whole people
to oblivion with a casual and offhand comment (3:11). Now, without a word from
Esther about the meaning of her sudden appearance, she who has not been
summoned for thirty days is simply given carte blanche! Esther does not
immediately respond to this surprising offer, which is quite the opposite of what
she feared might happen (4:16). Instead, in keeping with the polite
requirements of protocol and etiquette, she invites the king and Haman to a
banquet (v 4).
p.406

The difficulty of the task facing her seems to be the reason why Esther did
not respond directly to the king's invitation to unburden her heart. The king
was doubtless aware of the enormity of the risk Esther had taken in appearing
unbidden in his presence. Something important was clearly troubling her, so he
invited her to name her request ...
p.62
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... "What wilt thou, queen Esther? and what is thy request? it shall be even
given thee to the h alf of my kingdom" (v. 3). It is as if a blank check signed were
handed her, reminding us of the many precious assurances of the New
Testament: "My God shall supply all your need according to his rich es in glory
by Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:19), for He, "is able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think" (Eph. 3:20). He, who is neither enriched by withholding
nor impoverished by giving, says to each trusting soul, "What is thy request?"
And Omnipotence waits upon the petitions of his feeble people; and to faith He
says: "Be it unto thee even as thou wilt" (Matt. 15:28). May we have faith to
thus enter into and enjoy His wondrous bounty.
p . 181

\\That follows is the rapid collapse of Satan's deck of cards. Haman schemes to string up Mordecai, the only man who won't. grovel at his feet. _ ~
Esther plans to throw a couple of banquets for Xerxes and Haman.
p. 148

up to half the kingdom. Royal hyperbole that was not intended to be taken at
face value (cf. Mark 6:22, 23).
p. 558

The king, knowing that Esther must have had an unusual r eason for daring to
approach him, asked her what she wanted. He promised her up to half his
kingdom. A similar promise was given to the daughter of Herodias by King
Herod in Mark 6:23. Perhaps the phrase was a common form of exaggeration
among royalty. Although it probably was exaggerated, the statement certainly
showed the king's favorable attitude toward her.
p.609
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There ar EIGHT UESTIONS m this passage. The FIRST TWO QUESTIONS
are hern i verse 3. From the lips of the king:

~

"WHAT IS YOUR REQUEST?"

.J-G
Q

"WHAT rs IT, QUEEN ESTHER?"
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[ Jl,

th~
king," replied Esther. "let the king. together with Haman,
come today to a banguet I haye prepared for him."

£ ·mt oleasee

Esther replied, "If the king is so inclined, let the king and H aman come
today to the banquet that I have prepared for him."

"If it please the king," said Esther, "let the king come with Haman to
a dinner I've prepared for him."

Esther's request was simple: she asked that Xerxes and Haman come ... to a
banquet she had prepared.
Esth er makes her first remark by prefacing h er request wit h her fir st words:
"IF IT PLEASES THE KING."

This TAKES US BACK to ver se 2 when she was:
"standing in the court, he was pleased with her."

Her words are very DIRECT and are FEW in making this request: ... ,
"LET THE KING , TOGETHER WITH HAMAN, COME TODAY TO
A BANQUET I HAVE PREPARED FOR HIM."
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4 Instead of forthrightly pleading for her people, Esther invited the king and
-!faman to a banquet she had prepared that day. She undoubtedly realized that
it was ~ot a psychologically propitious moment to plead for her people. Perhaps
Esther mcluded Haman in the invitation so that he would be present when she
made her accusations against him.
p. 735

Esther did not wish to make her request there in the court. At least two
guards were present and perhaps more. The narrative artistry of this verse is
that she invited Haman to his own downfall. It is apparent Haman did not
suspect that Esther's petition would determine his fate.

p.340

Old Testament scholars are in awe of Esther's remarkable metamorphosis
from a passive, compliant young woman who depends on others to think for her
and guide her into a powerful leader of the Jews who displays courage, wisdom,
and political savvy. "She begins as a nonentity, valued in that courtly world only
for h e r good looks and h er body, but she resolutely accepts Mordecai's challenge
to u se her position as queen to act for the salvation of her people (with but one
brief objection). In one decisive moment she becomes a force to be reckoned with
... Esther, with her courage, cunning, ingenuity, and diplomacy-a woman in a
world that was not only ruled by men but devalued women-is the main agent in
effecting [the Jews'] deliverance."10
10. Frederic Bush, Ruth/Esther, eds. David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker, Word Biblical
Commentary, vol. 9 CV'laco, Texas: Word, 1996), 321

pp. 152-3
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That all the request she had to make to him, at this time, was that he would
please to come to a banquet which she had prepared for him, and bring Haman
along with him, v. 4, 5. She would endeavour to bring him into a pleasant
humour, and soften his spirit, that he might with the more tenderness receive
the complaint she had to make to him. She would please him, by making court
to Haman his favourite, and inviting him to come whose company she knew he
loved and whom she desired to have present when she made her complaint.
p. 509

She would doubtless first convince herself whether the impression which she
made on the king was deep enough to encourage her to express such a great
request as she intended to present. She desired Haman to be present ...
p.66

Patience and justice characterize wisdom. Selfish interests and immediate
gratification consume the foolish.
p.328

Banquets were the socially acceptable platform for discussing negotiations or
serious issues. Esther was behaving properly. The inclusion of Haman allowed
for her eventual public revelation of his wickedness.
p.329
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Esther does not make her request known right away. She simply invites the
king to lunch and asks him to bring Haman too. She wants Haman present
when she lets the king know that the thing he has demanded is not only the
death of the Jews but her death also.
What Esther did was an audacious and brave thing. She knew she was
the only help for her people. After all, God had placed her in the position of
being queen by His providence. I am sure that Esther would never have said
that she was there by the will of God. In fact , she does not even mention the
name of God. But she did go into the presence of the king knowing that it might
mean her death. The die is cast.

p.565

Esther did not hasten the delivery of her request. She hastened slowly. Her
determination is to secure a favourable opportunity that she may place her
request before the king under the best circumstances. It is not only enough to
have a good cause, we must watch for the right time for promoting it.
p.334

It was very prudent not to open her mind present, but fi~st to endear.hi~
.
affection by feasting, music, dancing, and whatsoever might ~lease him. and it
was no small pleasure, it is likely, that she invited hi~ favourite to. come to her
·
th
·th hi·m There was also a smgular providence of God
entertamment toge er WI
·
.
h k
in this matter, which so disposed her mind, that the high hon?ur t e mg
bestowed on Mordecai the next day might fall out between this and that, and
make way for her petition.

p.695
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I love th at. Esther doesn't know what to expect, a nd the kin g says simply,
"Wh at's on your m ind? Wh at's tr oubling you?'' In fact, he goes further. He says
"Wh at can I do for you? Name i t. Ther e's n o limit; it's yours .''
Now t his is her moment to bring down t he i·oof on Ha ma n-but she
doesn't . Not now. This is a wise woman who understan ds the value of timin g. ~
She isn't in a hurry, nor is she i·even geful. You know why? She has been
waiting on the Lord.
We get in a hurry when we don't wait on t h e Lord. We jump ahead a nd do
r ash t hings. We shoot from th e hip. We run off at t he mout h , saying t hin gs th at
we later r egr et. But when (we] h ave sufficiently waited on the Lord, He gets full
contr ol of our spirit. At su ch moments, we'r e like a glove, and His h an d is
moving us wher ever He pleases. Having known t hat experience, I can testify, t
t here's nothing to comp are it to. It's marvelous!
And look at her r esponse. This is beautiful.
And Esther said, "If it please the king, may t h e kin g a n d H aman
come t his day to t he ba nquet t hat I h ave prepared for him."
Esther 5:4
p.
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1~· ~;.Bring

" .

g said "fill that we may do what E~ther
Haman at once the km
't t the banguet E sther had 1>re1>ared,
asks." So the km" and H aman wen o

.
" .
. kl o that we can do as Esther
The king replied, ~md HadmHan qmc y : to the banquet that Esther had
requests." So the kmg an
aman wen
prepared.

"Get Haman at once," said the king, "so we can go to dinner with Esther."
So the king and Haman joined Esther at the dinner she had arranged.

SECOND BANQUET PREPARED (5:5-8)

The banquet was readied and Haman was told to come as Esther had
requested. It was an unusual honor to be invited to a banquet with the queen,
for Persian officials were protective of their wives.
In verse 5 Xerxes complies with Esther's request immediately:
"BRING HAMAN AT ONCE."

Then the text tells us the REASON:
'"SO THAT WE MAY DO WHAT ESTHER ASKS.' SO THE KING AND
HAMAN WENT TO THE BANQUET ESTHER HAD PREPARED."
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The king may rule the kingdom of Persia, and Haman may sign edicts
with the king's official seal, but it is the Lord who is in control of this entire
situation. And in the nucleus of His divine plan, Esther becomes invincible.
Esther must have been sitting there thinking, Isn't God great? I could
have lost my head. Instead, here they are at this banquet I've prepared. The plan
is working beautifully. What a surprise!
God is full of surprises. But it takes a sensitive spirit to see them, to be
jolted by them. Too many Christians are lulled into languor. Some can warble
all the Christian songs, and recite all the right Bible verses, and quote this
preacher and that teacher, but their Christian lives, down deep inside, are jaded.
Are you in that condition? When that happens, you become calloused and
insensitive, and you're in for a life of boredom and mediocrity.
pp. 102-3

Because we are all priests before God, there is no such distinction as
"secular or sacred." In fact, the opposite of sacred is not secular; the opposite of
sacred is profane. In short, no follower of Christ does secular work. We all have
a sacred calling.
p.65
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L1

v· 6A
f s

· · ~me.
·
· ae-ain asked Esther. "Now what is your
w; re dn?km~
the kmepetitl? n · It w~ll b~ e-iven you. And what is your request? Eyen up to half
the km~dom. it will be ~anted."
th~~

While at the banquet of wine, the king said to Esther, "What is your
request? It shall be given to you. What is your petition? Ask for as much
as half the kingdom, and it shall be done!"

As they were drinking the wine, the king said, "Now, what is it you want?
Half of my kingdom isn't too much to ask! Just ask."

Ve rse 6 OPENS with t he phrase: {
"AS THEY WERE DRINKING WINE."

This TAKES US BACK to Esther 3:15.

Esther 3:15 (NET)
Th e messenger s scurried forth with t he king's order. The edict was issued
in Susa th e cita del. While t he king and Ha man sat down to drink, th e city
of Susa was in a n uproar !

The king now

,f-&

~0

asks"~?ESTIONS #3 & #4~ere in verse 6:

"THE KING AGAIN ASKED ESTHER, 'NOW WHAT IS YOUR
PETITION?'" and
'.'AND WHAT IS YOUR REQUEST?"

-

-
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4. That he readily came, and ordered Haman to come along with him
(v. 5). There he renewed his kind enquiry (What is thy petition?) and his
generous promise, that it should be granted, even to the half of the kingdom(v. 6),
a proverbial expression, by which he assured her that he would deny her nothing
in reason.

p.509

In Near Eastern culture no serious discussions were conducted while eating.
Once the meal was finished and they entered the more relaxed atmosphere of
drinking wine, then important issues were allowed. Xerxes opened the
negotiations by repeating his formulaic speech.

p.329

Verse 6 places the action "at the banquet of wine." Typically, in that culture, a
time of drinking wine would follow the meal, providing a context for jovial
discussion. At that point, Ahasuerus once more asked Esther what she desired,
"up to half the kingdom" (v. 6).
p. 387

Xer xes r epeats his q uestions to Esth er:

U)
(j)
Then

"NOW WHAT IS YOUR PETITION?" a nd
"AND WHAT IS YOUR REQUEST?"

h~REPEATSlvhat he h ad promised before:
"EVEN UP TO HALF THE KINGDOM, IT WILL BE GRANTED."
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G JEsthe[ n:11Iied, "My petitiQn and my mumt is this:

Esther responded, "My request and my petition is this:

Esther answered, "Here's what I want.
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me with fayor and if it pleases the kin~ to grant m y
~etition and fulfill m y reQuest. let the kin~ and Haman come tomorrow to
the banQuet I will L>Jepare for them. Then I will answer the kin~'s
Question."

If the

kin~ re ~ards

If I have found favor in the king's sight and if the king is inclined to grant
my request and perform my petition, let the king and Haman come
tomorrow to the banquet that I will prepare for them. At that time I will
do as the king wishes.

If the king favors me and is pleased to do what I desire and ask, let the
king and Haman come again tomorrow to the dinner that I will fix for
them. Then I'll give a straight answer to the king's question."

When the king asked what she wanted and again promised to fulfill her wish
. .. Esther replied that she would tell him the next day at a second banquet.
Why Esther did not relate Haman's plot at the first banquet is not stated.
Perhaps Esther was afraid to voice her complaint to the king. Perhaps she had
second thoughts about telling him at all. Or perhaps she sensed that he was not
in the right frame of mind for her to tell him on that day. From a literary
standpoint, this delay raises the tension level as the story moves to its climax.
A person reading Esther for the first time would be in a high state of agitation as
the tension increased. Xerxes' response to Esther's suggestion is not given here,
but Haman's later boasting ... shows that the king was in obvious agreement
with the idea.
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Esther really chooses carefully the words that she gives in response to the king.
Back in verse 7 she REPEATED THE WORDS:
"petition" and "request" that he had used in verse 6.

·.a

When we begin verse 7 she has TWO STATEMENTS that she makes before she
asks the king and Haman to come to a second banquet:

-N--c:J)

¥0

"If the king regards me with favor" and

"if it pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request."

She repeats those words once again. She then makes this statement to
CONCLUDE verse 8:

...

~'

"LET THE KING AND HAMAN COME TOMORROW TO THE
BANQUET I WILL PREPARE FOR THEM. THEN I WILL ANSWER
HE KING'S QUESTION."

She concludes with 1 ; ROMISE] that tomorrow, at the second banquet, she is
gomg to:
"ANSWER THE KING'S QUESTION."

Esther answers in similarly stately phraseology (cf. 8:5). There is no
hurry about the request she wishes to make. Let there be another such
enjoyable meal together, and then she will disclose her petition.
p.87

•'

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

51

By such a banquet as she knew the king loved, she would make the more
sure of his favour, and at the same time ensure the presence of Haman himself
when she exposed his wicked plot. Haman would thus be tongue-tied. He would
not be able to deny the truth of the accusation, nor would he dare to contradict
the queen in the very presence of the king, nor would he get any opportunity of
misrepresenting the matter to the king in the queen's absence. When the feast
took place, however, Esther apparently did not think the most advantageous
moment had come, but she promised to make her request certainly known at a
further banquet on the following day.
pp. 272-3

Why throw a banquet at all? The author gives us no hints as to Esther's
reasoning here, but we might guess that she wants to set up a situation in which
she has a stronger advantage. She has only just survived her uninvited
entrance, after all. Maybe she wants to consolidate her position and give
Ahasuerus more time to remember what a wonderful wife she is (not to mention
the old "the way to a man's heart is through his stomach" strategy).
Now to the question of why she decides on a dinner for three. Again, we
are left to guess. Perhaps it occurs to Esther that the king would have a rather
different set of expectations of a dinner for two. While seduction might have
worked, it is not the method that Esther chooses.
p.53

Conversation and preparation are essential in any important transaction. We
can also see an indication of God's wisdom given to Esther. She sensed that the
time was not right for her important request. In God's providence time was
needed for some other details before Esther made her request. We need to be
sensitive to God's timing and not be impatient with delays. McConville adds
that the delay allowed time "for Haman's misguided self-confidence to mature."11
11J.G.

McConville, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, DSB (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1985), 177.

p. 340
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T his delay in Esther's presenting her request to the king does not result from the
literary needs of a clumsy narrator (see Comment). Rather, the procedure is part
of a shrewd and deliberate plan in which Esther is taking the initiative and
determining the course of events, as a close reading of the narrative will clearly
show. First, when the king for the second time asks what her request is (v 6),
she begins her response with a query, "My request and my petition?" (v 7),
suggesting that she is about to express her actual request, but she then breaks
off and begins again (v 8; see Comment) . With this near-revelation of her
request, she both indicates the seriousness of its nature and piques the king's
curiosity (Fox, 73). Second, she is now even more diplomatic and attentive to
ceremonial forms and courtesies than in the first invitation, for here she uses the
doubly polite phrase "If I have found favor with the king and if it pleases the
king'' (see Form/Structure/Setting). Third, and most important, she uses the
second conditional clause in a manner significantly different from the way she
used it before. Its subject is not now the invitation to the banquet, as in scene 2.
Rather, its subject here is the infinitival phrase that follows. She says, literally,
"If granting what I ask and fulfilling my request pleases the king, let him ...
come to the banquet." Unmistakably, with Esther's subtle restatement of the
invitation, the king's future compliance (which he can hardly now refuse) has
become virtually a public pledge to grant her unstated request (see Comment)!
This careful and subtle development in the two dialogues demonstrates that
Esther is not stumbling blindly in the dark, inexplicably inviting the king to two
unneeded banquets, dangerous because of the time they consume, and it
demonstrates that the narrator has not clumsily introduced a development that
leaves his readers stumbling blindly in the dark, wondering what is going on.
Esther is shrewdly and subtly pursuing a well-designed plan, by which she has
maneuvered the king into committing himself in advance.
p.407
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Esther wasn't an ornament. She was a leading participa nt in the major
events surrounding God's purposes. The culture wanted her to be beautiful and
compliant. God made her beautiful, but he didn't create h er for passivity or to
satisfy the selfish pleasures of men. Passivity won't take God's image bearer far.
Esther had no choice. She had to act. It wasn't simply timing, circumstances,
and the urgings of Mordecai that prompted her to act. She was created for this.
This was her calling as a woman-to wage war against the enemies of God and
fight for his kingdom and his people. God wasn't simply "finding something for
Esther to do"-some task so she would feel useful and included. He gave her a
vital job no one else could do.
p. 155

Esther seemed almost about to comply, starting to say, "My wish and my request
is .. . "(Esth. 5:7). But then she broke off and merely asked the king and Haman
to come to another feast the next day, at which all supposedly would be revealed:
"If I h ave found favor in the sight of the king, and if it please t he king to grant
my wish and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come to the feast t hat I
will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king h as said" (Esth. 5:8).
Why didn't Esther strike while the iron was hot? Did she simply lose her
nerve a nd so fail to make t he request when the opportunity was there? Perhaps,
but t here is a more likely explanation. Esther was playing the king like a trophy
fish, taking her time and not rushing to reel him into her net. She was carefully
maneuvering him into a position where he would be virtually obligated to do
whatever she asked, without his even being aware that he h ad been h ooked. He
h ad now twice publicly offered to grant Esther whatever she desire, up to half
his kingdom. Her response was a study in meekness, an attribute she knew the
king valued in women. She began, "If I have found favor in the sight of the king
and if it please the king ... (Esth. 5:8), making the king feel as if he were in full
control of his fate. Since all she was overtly requesting the king to do was to
come to a nother feast the next day, it is hard to see how th e king could
reasonably h ave refused her invitation. This is all the more true, since the
purpose of the feast was to "do as the king h as said"-th at is, to reveal her
petition. Curiosity alone would have made it hard for the king to stay away.
pp. 63-64
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She still holds back her petition. She invites to another banquet on the next day
when she promises to make known her petition. In this she exhibited great
wisdom. She made the King curious and expectant.
p. 106

That then Esther thought fit to ask no more than a promise that he would please
to accept of another treat, the next day, in her apartment, and Haman with him
(v. 7, 8), intimating to him that then she would let him know what her business
was. The putting of it off thus she knew would be well taken as an expression of
the great reverence she had for the king, and her unwillingness to be too
pressing upon him.
p.509

It would appear that Esther has not yet that liberty that would lead her to plead
her case with assurance; so to the king's question she replies, "My petition and
my request is: If I have found favour in the sight of the king, and if it please the
king to grant my petition, and to perform my request, let the king and Haman
come to the banquet that I shall prepare for them, and I will do tomorrow as the
king hath said" (vv. 7-8).
p. 183

To this he evidently agrees, but what momentous consequences would hang
upon that twenty-four hours' delay! Satan, knowing that his time is short, and
realizing that if his unholy purpose is to be carried out something must at once
be done, contrives to bring about if possible the death of Mordecai at least, before
Esther has the appointed opportunity to ask his life with the rest.
p. 183
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Though the king had, in the midst of the gaiety, asked what was Esther's
request, she did not esteem the time an appropriate one for expressing it. She
b~gins: my petition and my request,-but then stops, and says only, if the king
will do her the favour to come with Haman to a banquet again on the morrow,
she will then bring forward her petition.

p.356

She doubtless was not yet sure of the success of her undertaking.

p.67

Esther still does not have the courage to express her request to the king, so she
says, "I am having another banquet tomorrow. We have just had a smorgasbord
today, but you come back tomorrow and I will prepare a real banquet. Then I
will let you know what my request is." You can see the fear that is in the heart
of this girl. There was nothing more for the king and Haman to do but to finish
the meal and then depart.

p. 566

Still Esther was in no undue haste. She was not quite sure that the ground
under her feet was solid. In the cautiousness of her movement there was a
religious restraint. How deeply she is pondering the king's face all the while:
she knows that if she has miscalculated her opportunity by one moment she will
unquestionably perish. She is handling two-edged instruments, and she may at
any instant inflict upon herself deadly injury. Let us learn from the caution of
Esther. In many cases we might have made more progress if we had been less
energetic. There is a time for waiting, for silence, for standing still, in the
discipline of this mysterious human life. She went no further meanwhile than to
propose a second banquet ...

p.335
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That is, make her request to him; which she thought would be more seasonable,
when she had won his heart by fresh expressions of her desire to please him, and
obtain also a new promise from him, that he would deny her nothing: for there
was need of a great preparation, to dispose him to do so great a thing for her, as
to revoke or suspend his own decree.
p. 696

The king continued examining Esther for the real requ est. She delayed and
asked the two back for a second banquet the following day. One may ask why
Esther waited instead of disclosing what was on her mind. The delay
providentially allowed time for the king's sleepless night and the events that
followed (ch. 6).
p.609

Esther could have done everything today that she's going to do tomorrow, but
she's trusting God's timing on this. So she says, "There's something I do want to
say to you, but I want to wait till tomorrow." For some reason, as we'll soon
learn, God's timing requires one more day.
p. 104

Ps.
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Instead of asking a large favor, Esther merely requested that the king and
Haman be present at a dinner she had prepared. Her purpose was to accuse
Haman of plotting the colossal pogrom to wipe out her people (cf. 7:6). 6-8. But,
evidently sensing that she did not yet have sufficient influence with the king to
make such a bold accusation, she deferred her request and invited the king and
Haman to another dinner the next evening. This was clearly the divine leading,
for the intervening events (recorded in chap. 6) furnished the necessary
foundation for her accusation at the second dinner. Then, too, on the human
plane, Esther was acting very discreetly. She was subtly arousing the king's
curiosity and expectancy and at the same time building up Haman's ego and
bold pride as a prelude to his ruin.
p.663
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\

~l

P

aman :n:ent Ollt that day happy and in hii:Ji spirits. IM whl:n M saw

Mordecai at the kin~'s ~ate and observed that he neither rose nor showed
fear in his presence. he was filled with ra~e a~ainst Mordecai.

Haman Expresses His Hatred of Mordecai

Now Haman went forth that day pleased and very much encouraged. But
when Haman saw Mordecai at th e king's gate, and h e did not rise nor
tremble in his presence, Haman was filled with rage toward Mordecai.

Haman left the palace that day happy, beaming. And then he saw
Mordecai sitting at the King's Gate ignoring him, oblivious to him.
Haman was furious with Mordecai.

Haman was euphoric (happy and in high spirits) about his sudden good
fortune with the king and the queen (v. 12) but, in contrast, he was enraged
about Mordecai, the Jew, who still refused to bow down to him ... Haman was
so overwrought about Mordecai that he could not enjoy his good position.
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I am reminded here of:

Catch for us the foxes, the little foxes that ruin the vineyards, our
vineyards that are in bloom.

Helnwa 12:1+15 (NET)
Pw·sue peace with everyone, and holiness, for without it no one will see
the Lord. See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God, that no
one be like a bitter root springing up and causing trouble, and through
him many become defiled.

Haman goes from ONE EXTREME TO THE OTHER here in the passage .

The verse:
BEGINS with Haman "HAPPY AND IN HIGH SPIRITS" and
ENDS with Haman "FILLED WITH RAGE AGAINST MORDECAI."

Haman is only revealing the fact that he is ARROGANT and QUICKTEMPERED. Because of that:
"HE WAS FILLED WITH RAGE AGAINST MORDECAI."

Haman was on top of the world at the unexpected honour that had come his way,
and left the palace in convivial good humour, but he got no further than the
king's gate before his joy was checked. Mordecai, his fast ended, had discarded
his sackcloth and was back in his usual seat to taunt Haman by his studied
indifference to Haman's pre-eminence. In keeping with his calculating
temperament, Haman does not immediately allow his wrath full rein, but bides
his time.
p.87
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i\Iordecai had apparently heard that Esther had been favorably received by the
king and was encouraged by this turn of events; thus he had removed his
sackcloth.
p.735

Haman, in whom pride and wrath had so much the ascendant.
I. Puffed up with the honour of being invited to Esther's feast. He was
joyful and glad of heart at it, v.9. He thought it was because she was
exceedingly charmed with his conversation that the next day she had invited
him also to come with the king.
p.509

Someone has said that the size of a man's character is determined by the size of
the things that bother him. My friend, what bothers you? Do little things like
that annoy you? In the church today how many people say ... Well, Mrs. Jones
didn't speak to me today. And you know, I was at the morning service and the
minister looked right at me but he did not later shake my hand. And I feel so
miserable about it. Beloved, do not let little things mar your life. That is the
mark of littleness. Yet most of us must confess that it is the little things, the
little foxes that are spoiling the grapes, so far as our own lives are concerned.
pp. 58-59

Haman's good spirits on the way home from the banquet were from the wine he
had drunk and from the honor of being invited along with the king to the feast at
Esther's table. However, his mood changed quickly when he encountered
Esther's cousin. This time Mordecai did not even rise in his presence. Further,
Mordecai showed no sign of fear before him, despite the death decree against the
Jewish people.
p.609
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A more accurate translation of verse 9 would r eveal that Hama n was "filled with
rage against Mordecai."
p.388

Some Christians become like the people who once greeted President
Theodore Roosevelt at a gala ball. All of them said t he same t hing, smiled the
same tired smile, repeating the right greetings by rote, talking with their
mouths, not their h eads or their hearts. Tired of s ha king hands a nd smiling his
big smile a nd responding with the usua l inanities used at such occasion s,
Roosevelt did something absolutely outrageous. Convinced that no one was
listening anyway, he began to greet the rest of his guests by saying with a s mile,
"I murdered my grandmother this morning." Everyone smiled vacuously a nd
said t hings like: "Wonderful!" "Lovely!" "Keep up the good work!" One diplomat
was listening, however. He leaned over and whispered in Roosevelt's ear, "I'm
sure sh e had it coming to h er!"38
38. Ben Patterson, Waiting, Finding Hope When God Seems Silent (Downer's Grove, Ill.:
InterVarsityPress, 1989), 141.

p . 103

The famous actor John Barrymore said, "One of my chief regrets during my
year s in the theater is that I couldn't sit in the audience and watch me."
It was with that kind of an attitude that Haman left the palace and
returned home with a joyful heart.
pp. 122-3

Someone h as said that pride is the only known disease th at makes
everybody sick except the person who has it. Unless cured, pride is a sickness
unto death.
p. 124
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When a subject comes before a king, he kneels down. He is acknowledging
that he is the presence of his master. When a believer-in any religion-prays
to his god, he kneels down. He is acknowledging that he is in the presence of his
master. When a young man asks a woman to marry him, he gets down on one
knee. He is acknowledging that he is in the presence of his master.
p. 68
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1

I :Y, 10 Nev~[theless, Haman wstrained hims~lf and went home. Callin~ toeelher
i..L---J his friends and Zeresh. his wife.

But Haman restrained himself and went on to his home. He then sent
for his friends to join him, along with his wife Zeresh.

But he held himself in and went on home. He got his friends together
with his wife Zeresh

On this occasion, to relieve himself of his rage and anxiety about Mordecai, he
gathered his family and friends ...

Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.

When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.

The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the
unfaithful destroys them.

E"ther/Lecl un Not<•« Study# l

Esther

rj . J-G: l

1.t!Ol

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

64

Verse 10 tells us that Hama n STUFFED HIS ANGER and "WENT HOME."

When he got h ome, he needed to MINISTER TO HIS PRIDE so:
1.

"[HE IS] CALLING TOGETHER HIS FRIENDS" an d he also
includes
2.

"ZERESH, HIS WIFE."
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h.i~ w~;i.ith,

boasted t2 them abQUt_ yast
his many s2ns, and all t he
ways the km~ had honored him and how he had elevated him aboye the
other nobles and officials.

Haman then recounted to them his fabulous wealth, his many sons,
and how the king had magnified him and exalted him over the king's
other officials and servants.

and [Haman] started bragging about how much money he had, his many
sons, all the times the king had honored him, and his promotion to the
highest position in the government.

has~IX

Haman
ITEMS)on his PRIDE LEDGER t h at h e wants to boast about.
Four of them are included here in ver se 11. He boasts about:
"HIS VAST WEALTH,"
"HIS MANY SONS,"
"ALL THE WAY THE KING HAD HONORED HIM," a nd

"

"HOW HE [THE KING] HAD ELEVATED HIM ABOVE THE
OTHER NOBLES AND OFFICIALS."

[He] spent time boasting about the wealth he had amassed and the family he
had raised ... As a social braggart ... he also reminded them of his promotions
in rank in the government ...
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Do not be ashamed to serve others because of your love for Jesus Christ,
or to appear poor in the world's eyes.
Do not count on your own strength; trust God. Do what you can, and God
will supply the difference ...
Take glory neither in money, if you have some, nor in influential friends,
but in God who gives you everything and above all wants to give you himself.
Avoid boasting about the size or beauty of your body, which a little illness
can disfigure or destroy.
Have no pride in your native wit and talent; that would displease God who
gave you every good thing that you naturally possess.
Reject the thought that you are better than anyone else. If you think such
haughty thoughts, God (who knows what is in you) will consider you worse than
they.
Pride about our good deeds is pointless. God has his own ideas regarding
what is good and he does not always agree with us. If there is anything good
about you, believe better things of others. This will keep you humble.
It will not hurt you at all to consider yourself less righteous than others,
but it will be disastrous for you to consider yourself better than even one person.
The humble are always at peace; the proud are often envious and angry.
(from The Imitation of Christ
by Thomas a Kempis)
p.80

This is the speech of a selfish man. Everything turns upon what had been
done to himself, and upon what he proposed himself to do. At this moment
Haman may be regarded as the very incarnation of selfishness.
p. 336
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This boasting provided solace after his encounter with Mordecai by quenching
Haman's anger in a sea of pride. Before his friends and his wife, he proceeded to
highlight his many virtues: riches, progeny, royal favors, and promotions (v. 11).
His bravado is ironic, however, in that his audience certainly knew all of this
already. The purpose of his boasting was obviously to bolster his own ego, not to
comm unica te information.

p.388

Boasting is our private advertising business, our little campaign to
publicize an image of ourselves. Sometimes we boast because we suspect that
people will not care enough to notice us or be shrewd enough to recognize our
assets. Other times we boast out of a fear that our assets are not worth their
caring. Anyway we don't trust things to take their course, to make the
proverbial better mousetrap and wait for the world to beat a path to our door.
We have to create our image and put it up front in our ego's display case. This is
boasting.
Not that there is anything wrong with wanting to be noticed, wanting
people to applaud you or buy your mousetrap. But there is something wrong
about boasting, and that is that it always distorts reality. We boast when we are
afraid that, if people do notice us, they will not admire what they see.
PRAY: Pray that God would fill you with a sense of worth and such an awareness

of his love that you will not be tempted to utilize the private advertising business
of boasting.

p. 85
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- \
I

y. ~ ~"And that's not all." Haman added. "I'm the only person Queen Esther

'-·___..J
...

invited to accomp any the kin~ to the bamrnet she ~aye. And she has
invited me alon~ with the kin~ tomorrow.

Haman said, "Furthermore, Esther the queen invited only me to
accompany the king to the banquet that she prepared! And also tomorrow
I am invited along with the king.

"On top of all that," Haman continued, "Queen Esther invited me to a
private dinner she gave for the king, just the three of us. And she's
invited me to another one tomorrow.

Ha man in verse 12 completes his BOASTING LIST with six numbers a ll
together :
"his vast wealth,"
"his many sons,"
"all the way the king had honored him," and
"how he [the king] had elevated him above the other nobles and
officials."

The next two are her e in ver se 12: •
"I'M THE ONLY PERSON QUEEN ESTHER INVITED TO
ACCOMPANY THE KING TO THE BANQUET SHE GAVE" and
"SHE HAS INVITED ME ALONG WITH THE KING
TOMORROW."
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... capping it off by telling them that on two successive days he was to be the
guest of honor at a private banquet with only the king and queen present.
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[:.

l~ll.t
all this mes ~e no s~~isfu&tion as long as I see that Jew Mor decai
s1ttmfi at the kmfi s fiate.

Yet all of this fails to satisfy me so long as I have to see Mordecai the Jew
sitting at the king's gate."

But I can't enjoy any of it when I see Mordecai th e Jew sitting at the
King's Gate."

Here in verse 13 HAMAN CONFESSES by saying the

wor~UT

J

In CONTRAST all ofthes1 SIX WONDERFULTHINGS!have happened to me:
"ALL THIS GIVES ME NO SATISFACTION AS LONG AS I SEE THAT
JEW MORDECAI SITTING AT THE KING'S GATE."

However, he admitted that all his money and fame did not satisfy him because of
Mordecai.

In spite of the things that should h ave brought him happiness, Haman had no
satisfaction as long as he saw Mordecai sitting at the king's gate. Haman's
wealth and honors could not satisfy him when he t h ought of one Jew who failed
to show him the pr oper respect he felt he deserved!
p.735
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I

y. l Jiis wife Zere§h and all his friends said t2 him, "Have a

~alk>ws built,

.

seyenty-fiye feet high. and ask the kmg m the mormng to haye Mordecai
pan ged on it. Then go with the king to the dinner and b~ h appy.'' This
suggestion delighted Hama n. a nd he had the gallows bmlt.

Haman's wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, "Have a gallows
seventy-five feet high built, and in the morning tell the king that
Mordecai should be hanged on it. Then go satisfied with the king to t he
banquet." It seemed like a good idea to Haman, so he h ad the gallows
built.

His wife Zeresh and all his friends said, "Build a gallows seventy-five feet
high. First thing in the morning speak with the king; get him to order
Mordecai ha nged on it. Then happily go with th e king to dinner." Haman
liked that. He h a d the gallows built.

Haman's wife, Zeresh, and all his friends were no better than he was.
They suggested t hat Haman have a gallows built t hat would be 75 feet high
and that he have Mordecai hanged on it before the banquet so he would h ave
nothing bothering him when he went to the feast. The gallows probably was an
impaling stake, a common method of execution in the ancient world . .. The
purpose in suggesting such a tall stake was so it would be a lesson to all who
saw it. The person on the stake would be visible from all directions, since he
would be higher than all the trees. This spectacle would solemnly emphasize
that Haman was in control ... a nd that no one should try to stand in his way.
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Haman undoubtedly felt that with Mordecai gone there would be no
organized opposition from the J ewish camp. He would be freed from his enemy
forever. Here the tension in the Haman-Mordecai conflict reached its peak.
From this point on it was relieved little by little through circumstances that had
already been set in motion. As the events unfold, the reader is r eminded of
seemingly insignificant or forgotten events that the skillful narrator had
previously mentioned but ha d not highlighted. God was sover eignly at work
behind even such a hateful act as building a gallows .. .

There was a higher Mind than Esther's at work in t his postponement,
however. During that day the gloating Haman caused the gallows to be
prepared for Mordecai; a nd during that night the sleepless king determined t h at
t h e same Mordecai should be exalted before all the people! The crucial moment
h a d been prepared for Esther to speak.
p.273

And so our chapter closes, with the last nails being driven in the gallows
in Haman's court, while Mordecai is all unaware of t he fate which is purposed to
be meted out to him on the morrow; and a scor e of hours have yet to run before
t he queen will prefer her request befor e the king.
"Hath God forgotten to be gracious?" (Ps. 77:9).
p. 184

5:14 gallows. A stake on which a human would be impaled to death
a nd/or displayed after death (cf. 2:23). fifty cubits. Approximately seventy-five
feet or almost eight stories high. Perhaps the gallows involved displaying a
shorter stake atop a building or wa ll to attain this h eight.
p.559
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So blinded was H a m a n by ha t e tha t he listened to the foolis h advice of his wife
a nd friends, Let a gallows fifty cu bits (seventy-five feet) high be made, and
in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged upon it (RSV).
In his self-deluding pride, H a m a n did not realize th at he was constructing
t he gallows for himself. Cons truction of the gallows in his own courtyard began
t h at very mome nt, so confident was Hama n that the king would grant his
request a nd h e could e nj oy Queen E s ther 's second ba nquet in complete
rela xa tion. He would build high so it might be seen from a distance, likely from
the palace itself. How dra m a tically does H a m a n illustr ate the a r rogant pride of
t he m a n of sin, t he beast, t h e final enemy of t he J ewish people, who will seek to
destr oy th em before Christ sets up t he Kingdom over the m.
pp .664
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ni~t th!: kine: ~Qliid not sleep: so Ii!: ordered the bQQk Qf th!:_
! :v,~hat
\L--....
chronicles. the record of his rei~n. to be brou~ht m and read to him.

The Turning Point: The King Honors Mordecai

Throughout that night the king was unable to sleep, so he asked for the
book containing the historical records to be brought. As the records were
being read in the king's presence,

That night the king couldn't sleep. He ordered the record book, the dayby-day journal of events, to be brought and read to him.
[9haptcr

~f pc.ms with TWO WORDS:

"THAT NIGHT."

I have written after those words:

"

GOD AT WORK!

!leaif/e (
LV~a +!:;
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MORDECAI HONORED BY XERXES (CHAP. 6)

The tension which had been building throughout the account now began
to dissipate. Previously understated facts take on new meanings. Almost
incredible circumstances point to God's hand guiding the course of events. The
entire course of history for the Jewish nation was changed because a pagan king,
hundreds of miles from the center of God's activities in Jerusalem, could not
sleep. Jewish people all over the Persian Empire, and especially in Palestine
itself, were unaware of God's dealings till long after the fact. But read in the
light of God's covenants to Abraham, Moses, and David, the readers could well
appreciate the sovereign action of God.

During the night before Esther's second banquet, Xerxes was unable to sleep
... The author had not written why Esther asked for a delay before telling the
king her request ... but the reason was now made clear. God was going to
elevate Mordecai, to prepare the king to react unfavorably to Haman. Because
of the king's sleeplessness he asked for some of the chronicles ... to be read
to him. Sometimes, as is known by many people with insomnia, reading can
help put a person to sleep! Through Xerxes' insomnia God caused him to learn
about Mordecai's deed.

This is a chapter of coincidences and yet there is no detail of it which in itself is
unbelievable. No-one acts in a way that is out of character; indeed it is the very
predictability of Haman's self-glorification that makes for such intense dramatic
irony when Haman has to eat the dust and honour his hated enemy.
p.88
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Chapter 6 recounts a series of ironic coincidences that provide just deserts
for the antagonist of the story. The coincidences include the king's insomnia on
a particular night; the reading of the annals at just the point where Mordecai
had uncovered the plot; Haman's appearance in the court at this moment; the
king's choice of a riddle-like question; and Haman's choice to assume that this
riddle was an invitation for him to authorize his own honor!
These coincidences highlight the story's important reversals and
constitute the hinge for the whole narrative. Mordecai will move up the social
escalator as Haman moves down. He will begin to assume some of the royal
prerogatives that were reserved for Haman. This status reversal suggests that
the prospects for the Jewish community are also hopeful. What has been
threatened will be secured once again. And the perpetrators of evil will taste the
punishment they themselves designed. From a biblical perspective these
reversals signal the involvement of providence, expressed through the principle
of retribution (see Hos. 10: 13-14) and the wondrous protection of God's people.

p. 237

Are you frustrated by the plans, plots, and actions of other people? Do you
feel controlled by others, a victim of their power?
Can God not override man? Or must He surrender His people, His plan,
and His purposes for them to the devices of man?

p. 127

Although the name of God does not occur in the book of Esther (see
Introduction), no part of God's Word displays so remarkably the veiled
providential control of God over the events of human history to accomplish the
divine purposes. Humanly speaking, upon the king's sleeplessness and the
reading of the book of records of the chronicles hung the survival of the
Jewish people, the fulfillment of prophecy, the coming Redeemer, and
consequently the whole divine redemptive plan. Yet God was sovereignly in
control and the outcome was never in doubt for a moment.
p.664
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No doubt God was behind the king's sleeplessness. This entire chapter shows
how circumstances fit together to overrule the evil intentions of Haman.

p.736

His wakefulness was ordered by God. Next God puts it into his heart to order
the book of record of the chronicles to be brought so that they might be read to
him, not to produce sleep but to spend the sleepless night in a profitable way.
Once more we see the hand of God in directing the reading of the record of
Mordecai's discovery of the plot against the King's life and how he had saved the
King. The deed of Mordecai had been unrewarded through the wise purpose of
the Lord; and now it is brought to light by the same providence. In that
memorable, sleepless night the machinations of revenge, so finely spun in the
dark, are suddenly arrested and their exposure becomes assured.
pp. 108-9

There's an old slogan that runs like this: "They said to me, 'Smile! Things
could be worse! ' - so I did smile, and things did get worse!"

p. 73

"Could not sleep" is literally "The sleep of the king fled." This is the pivotal
verse in the story. The reader has known all along of the injustice about to be
done, but thus far only the possible victims, the Jews, and the instigator,
Haman, have known about it. Now, in a dream, the king is disturbed. For the
first reader as well as the present reader, there can be no doubt that God was
behind the king's sleeplessness. "That night" certainly would suggest God's
providence in the section of the annals that was read and in the timing of the
reading.

p.343
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Author Frederick Buechner once said that a coincidence is just God's way
of remaining anonymous. If that is so, then God seems to be taking a very
active-albeit low-profile-role in this chapter.

p.57

When Satan put it into the heart of Haman to contrive Mordecai's death,
God put it into the heart of the king to contrive Mordecai's honour. The steps
which Providence took towards the advancement of Mordecai.
p. 509

With the opening of the sixth chapter comes the sudden new turn of
events. The crisis which has been providentially anticipated is now amazingly
overruled. With consummate skill, He that sitteth in the heavens turns the
tables on the wicked, and delivers his own people. A few master strokes, and the
whole situation is revolutionised. The dramatic irony of the new developments
which now rapidly succeed each other leaves us exclaiming, "Truth is stranger
than fiction!"

p.273
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It has been well said that "although the name of God is not in this book,
the hand of God is plainly to be seen throughout." Nowhere is this more clearly
manifested than in the present chapter, every verse of which attests His
overruling providence a nd His unfailing love and care for His people, in a wrong
place though they were. He is behind the scenes, it is true; but, to use t he
expression of another, He moves all the scenes t hat He is behind. It is not until
the last night that He interferes:

God never is before His time,
And never is behind.

--J.J. Lynch
p. 185

But One is overruling all, and the august Iranian emperor is but as a chess king
in His hand to be moved by Him at will.
p. 186

the most ironically comic scene in the entiTe Bible.
While Haman plots Mordecai's outrageous death , the king plans to honor
Mordecai's faithful service. An unsuspecting Haman enter s t he king's court,
where he magnificently tTips over his own pride. "Who is there that t he king
would rather honor than me?" he muses. If ever there was a pictme of pride
going before the fall, Haman is it.
THIS IS ARGUABLY

p.

152
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Haman's splendid humiliation results from a series of coincidences, each
believable in itself, and yet a series that is completely out of Haman's control.
The mighty Haman is rendered powerless by a "chance event" when the king
just happens to have a sleepless night. He just happens to have the chronicles of
his reign read to him. The story of Mordecai's loyalty just happens to come to his
attention at the same moment when Haman just happens to be plotting
Mordecai's death.
After the king's intriguing banquet with Esther, he is unable to sleep.
Xerxes decides to review court business.
p . 152

Some protest that the story of Esther, especially at this juncture, has too
many "coincidences"; they argue that the plausibility of the king not being able
to sleep that particular night, his decision to listen to the chronicles, the
happenstance of Mordecai's loyalty being read, his service having gone
unrewarded after so long, and Haman happening into the court when he did- all
result in a forced plot lacking literary and historical credibility.
I think not.
In every instance, each person acted according to his nature as revealed in
earlier situations. In keeping with a good story and actual life, these people
were consistent with their inner character and previous behaviors.
p. 337

E><thern.ect ure Note;; ~tud\'# 1 - EsthC'r :i:l-G 14.dor

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

81

We know Xerxes as a selfish, hedonistic monarch consumed with his own
exploits and sense of grandeur. He seems never to have acted without seeking
advice. He had a reputation for rewarding loyal service, lavishing gifts on those
who pleased him.
Haman forms a dark portrait of overweening pride, personal ambition,
and lust for power; he was consumed and energized by an eager hatred.
Throughout, these men behaved with continuity and faithfulness to their
inner makeup and habits. The recorded events were not implausible; God's
sovereign design brought them to a purposeful unity. God's objectives are well
conceived, so pulling together the proper players to achieve his purposes rarely
requires dramatic intervention; like an author, he simply needs to allow each
character to perform according to his nature.
p.337

Five years (cf. 2: 16 with 3:7) had intervened since Mordecai's loyal but
unrewarded act (cf. 2:23). At exactly the proper moment, God providentially
intervened so the king suffered insomnia, called for the book of records, read of
Mordecai's unrewarded deeds five years past, and then desired to reward him
(cf. Dan. 6: 18).
p. 559

The fact that .the king could not sleep seems to be a very small thing, but God
u~es small thmgs. Also, I am of the opinion that the king had many sleepless
mghts. As Shakespeare said, "Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown." There
w.ere nights wh~n I am sure the king felt that his life was in jeopardy. But this
mght th~t the kmg could not sleep was the most eventful night in the history of
the empire because it is the turning point in the Book of Esther.
p.568
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Now follows a wonderful turn of affairs: God so disposing it, that the king could
take no rest in the night; and instead of music and singing, and diverti~g
himself with his wives and concubines, he called for the records of the kingdom
to be read to him.
p.697

6:1 This verse marks the turning point of the book. Within this chapter
we observe a series of events that unmistakably point to God's sovereign hand
controlling all events. Only because of his sleepless night did the king learn of
Mordecai's past bravery on his behalf. the book of the records of the
chronicles: This would be the official record of the events of the Persian empire.
It is referred to in 2:23 and again in 10:2. Ezra 4:15 also mentions such a work.
Apparently the chronicles were read before the king for an extended period.
p.609

The Book of Esther reminds me of the Hardy Boys mysteries because it is
replete with apparent "coincidences." Beginning in chapter 6, these coincidences
appear one right after another, delighting the reader while subtly underlining
the providence of God, who insures that the right things "just happen" to take
place.
p. 394
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Providence. If any chapter in the book of Esther reveals the providence
of God, it is this one. (Providence [pro, "before"; video, "to see"] means "to see
beforehand.") God kept the king awake, led the reader to the record about
Mordecai, and had Haman arrive at just the right time. All of that happened
behind the scenes, so Esther, Mordecai, and the Jews did not know about it. God
is working on your behalf today, so trust Him (Rom. 8:28).
Conceit. Haman hated Mordecai so much that he got up very early to ask
for his enemy's death. And Haman loved Haman so much that he could not
imagine the king honoring anyone but himself! The proud man has a mirror in
which he sees himself; the humble man has a window through which he sees
others (Rom. 12:10; Phil. 2:3-4). Haman's pride destroyed him (Prov. 16:18;
18:12).
Disgrace. What a humiliating experience! Haman had to dress Mordecai
in the robes he wanted to wear, put him on the horse he wanted to ride, and then
lead him-a Jew-through the busiest part of the city! That should have been a
warning to Haman that his plot would fail, and his wife's words only confirmed
it. Had he heeded the warning and humbled himself, his life would have been
spared, but pride does not easily give in to truth.

"Humility is the source of all true greatness: pride is ever impatient, ready to be
offended. He who thinks nothing is due to him, never thinks himself ill-treated."
Fenelon
pp. 275-6
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You've probably seen the popular poster that reads: "Today is the first day
of the rest of your life."
If anybody had said that to Haman as he left home early in the morning
and hurried to the palace, they would have been wrong. They should have said,
"Haman, today is the last day of your life!"
"As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live" (Ezek. 33:11, KJV).
"The Lord ... is long-suffering toward us, not willing that any should
perish but that all should come to repentance" (2 Peter 3:9, NKJV)
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those
who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!" (Matt. 23:37,
NKJV)
On the basis of these three verses, we're safe in concluding that God's
desire for sinners is not that they die but that they turn from their sins and be
saved. There is joy in heaven when a sinner repents (Luke 15:7, 10), but the
Lord won't force people to turn from their sins and trust His Son. "I wanted to
... but you were not willing."
As much as we detest Haman and his foul deeds, we must keep in mind
that God loves sinners and wants to save them. God is long-suffering and brings
various influences to bear upon people's hearts as He seeks to turn them from
their evil ways. We will see some of these influences at work and in the events
of this chapter.
pp. 127-8

Can God direct in the books that people pick up and read? Yes, He can.
Late in February 1916, a British student bought a book at a used-book stall in a
railway station. He had looked at that book and rejected it at least a dozen
times before, but that day he purchased it. It was Phantastes by George
MacDonald, and the reading of that book eventually led to that young man's
conversion. Who was he? C.S. Lewis, perhaps the greatest and most popular
apologist for the Christian faith of the middle-twentieth century. He wrote to a
friend that he had picked up the book "by hazard," but I believe God had directed
his choice.
pp. 733-4
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Those open doors and windows of opportunities are wrapped around what
appears to be perfect timing. It's what is often described as being at the right
place at the right time. It's walking in with your resume five minutes after the
employer had omeone with your qualifications quit. It's finally going to share
t he message of Jesu Christ with a friend who just prayed to God, If You're out · J
there, give me a sign. It's working backstage during auditions and suddenly they
decide you have the look they've been searching for.
p . 183

God marks across some of our days, ''Will explain later."
p. 90

~
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If we are in fellowship and oneness with God and recognize that He is
taking us into His purposes, then we will no longer strive to find out what His
purposes are. As we grow in the Christian life, it becomes simpler to us, because
we are less inclined to say, "I wonder why God allowed this or that?" And we
begin to see that the compelling purpose of God lies behind everything in life,
and that God is divinely shaping us into oneness with that purpose. A Christian
is someone who trusts in the knowledge and the wisdom of God, not in his own
abilities. If we have a purpose of our own, it destroys the simplicity and the
calm, relaxed pace which should be characteristic of the children of God.
(August 5)
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William Cowper put the mysteries of God in perspective:
God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm
Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessing on y911r head
Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face
His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flow'r
Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter
And He will make it plain.12
"Grieve not because thou understandest not life's mystery," wrote a wise
man, "behind the veil is concealed many a delight."13 The trusting believer
knows this is so.
12.
13.

William Cowper, Cowper's poems, ed. Hugh !'Anson (New York: Everyman's Library,
1966), 188-89
Quoted in Charles Swindoll, The Mystery of God's Will (Nashville, Tenn.: Word
Publishing, 1999), 115

pp. 111-12
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recorded there that Mordecai had exposed Bigthana and
two of the kine-'s officers who e-uarded the doorway. who had
conspired to assassinate Kine- Xerxes.

iV.

it was found written that Mordecai had disclosed that Bigthana and
Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs who guarded the entrance, had plotted
to assassinate King Ahasuerus.

They came across the story there about the time that Mordecai had
exposed the plot of Bigthana and Teresh-the two royal eunuchs who
guarded the entrance and who had conspired to assassinate King Xerxes.

"BIGTHANA AND TERESH, TWO OF THE KING'S OFFICERS":

Q

"WHO GUARDED THE DOORWAY" and

Q

"WHO HAD CONSPIRED TO ASSASSINATE KING XERXES."

Mordecai evidently got wind of this because of overhearing things at the gate.
He told it to Esther who in turn told it to Xerxes.

Of all the texts that could have been selected by the librarian (from the records
of Xerxes' 12 years of rule up to that time), the one that contained the account of
Mordecai's uncovering the assassination plot ... was read to the king.
Extrabiblical sources confirm that the Persian kings maintained an elaborate
recording system ... Herodotus noted that the king kept especially clear records
of those who served him well.
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It was a singular providence of God, that they should read in that very part of
the book wherein the service of Mordecai was recorded.
p.697
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Q

'What honor and
asked.

~

reco~nition has Mordecai received for this?" the kin~

"Nothin~ has been done for him." his attendants answered.

The king asked, "What great honor was be~towed on Mor~ecai bec~use of
this?" The king's attendants who served him responded, Not a thmg was
done for him."

The king asked, "What great honor was given to Mordecai for this?"
"Nothing," replied the king's servants who were in attendance. "Nothing
has been done for him."

QUESTION #5 s t hen asked by t he king here in verse 3:

J

"WHAT HONOR AND RECOGNITION HAS MORDECAI
RECEIVED FOR THIS?"
I am reminded on this occasion by t he words in:

Hebmn 6:10 (NLT)

~~

For God is not unfair. He will not forget how hard you have worked for
him_a~d how you have shown your love to him by caring for other
Christians, as you still do.
_.__,
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Once again God's sovereignty is evident. When Xerxes asked what honor
Mordecai had been given for saving the king's life (about five years before; cf.
Es. 2:16 with 3:7), the king found that he had not been rewarded. Undoubtedly
a bureaucratic oversight had occurred. However, if Mordecai had been
immediately rewarded for his saving the king there would have been no need for
the elaborate plan which would soon be carried out by the king through the
mouth of Haman ... Once again unusual circumstances worked to preserve
God's people.
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L'
y. 4

he kin~ said. "Who is in the court?" Now Haman had just entered the
(' outer court of the palace to speak to the
about
Mordecai on
the ~allows he had erected for h im .

kin~

han~in~

Then the king said, "Who is that in the courtyard?" Now Haman had
come to the outer courtyard of the palace to suggest that the king hang
Mordecai on the gallows that he had constructed for him.

The king said, "Is there anybody out in the court?" Now Haman had just
come into the outer court of the king's palace to talk to the king about
hanging Mordecai on the gallows he had built for him.

In the morning (cf. 5:14) Haman ... entered the palace outer court to ask
that Mordecai be hanged. The king asked who was in the court and Haman
"just happened" to be there. Obviously the tables were being turned.
Everything that was meant for evil against the Jews was turning out for good for
them. What a comfort this must have been to the original Jewish readers in
postexilic Palestine as they observed their tenuous position among the nations.
They could rejoice in the fact that God cared about them and that He would
continue to preserve them as He had under Xerxes.

Once again, what a picture of PERFECT TIMING in the fact that "HAMAN
HAD JUST ENTERED THE OUTER COURT OF THE PALACE" at t his time.

Xerxes aske QUESTION #6:

~(!)

"WHO IS IN THE COURT?"
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The story is superbly written without superfluous minutia. All the details either
add expectation or lead directly toward the climax. Could it just have happened
that Haman was in the court at this hour (perhaps now early in the morning)?
Haman came early to be sure of an audience with the king and to annihilate
Mordecai as quickly as possible. The reader who is concerned about Mordecai is
to understand that God turns adversity into gain. The constant emphasis is on
God's providence without its mention directly.
p.345

-

H aman's plans are about to run head on into the providence of God
p.418

And yet even at the last moment how active is Satan in his efforts to
thwart God's purpose of grace! At this moment a step is heard in the outer court
of the royal sleeping apartment.
p. 187

The drama intensified as Haman arrived at just the wrong time and for just the
wrong reason.
p . 559

Again we see the hand of God sovereignly at work on behalf of his people. No
sooner had Mordecai's reward been discussed than Haman appeared in the
king's court. Ironically, Haman, who knew nothing of the recent discussion,
was coming to recommend that Mordecai be hanged.
pp. 609-10
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G~s attendant~

answe[ed. "Haman is standin g in the court."
the kmg ordered.

.. "
"Bring h 1mm.

The king's attendants said to him, "It is Haman who is standing in the
courtyard." The king said, "Let him enter."

The king's servants said, "Haman is out there, waiting in the court."
"Bring him in,'' said the king.

What a dramatic moment! The king in the inner court was pondering
what reward to bestow upon Mordecai, while Haman in the outer court planned
to enter the king's presence primed with an ardent request that he be hanged.
It seems the king wanted to consult any statesman available, and Haman
happened to be the one on hand at the moment, furnishing another
extraordinary example of divine providential working.
p.665

How OBLIVIOUS ·s Xerxes to the hatred Haman h as for Mqrdecai in this
situation. It reminds me so much of how oblivious the leadership of our country
is with regard to the hatred of the ISLAMIC TERRORISTS.
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The Christians, whether in Lebanon or in Bethlehem in the West Bank, knew
that the Islamic agenda was violently against anything non-Muslim. The West
was ignorant and refused to learn and listen to what the Arabs and radical
Muslims were openly saying to their people about what was in store: 'We will be
victorious against the J ews. We will destroy Israel. We will conquer the
Christians and claim the world for Islam. Islam will once a ain dominate the
world. "
e ra ica
us ims new the est was completely ignorant as o w at
was coming their way. The West's biggest fault was continuing to judge the
Middle east and trying to negotiate with it according to Western practices. The
West didn't have a clue about their culture and what was important in
understanding Arab Muslims. Because of fear, intimidation , or a special agenda,
Arabs can say one thing but believe something entirely differ ent. When being
questioned in an interview, their response can vary depending on a range of
influences: religion, gender, money, fear , society, and uncertainty. If t hey ar e
Muslim they can lie and deceive if it is good for Islam. If the interviewed subject
is a woman she may answer in the broadest of terms for fear of retribution from
the males in the family. People's answers will be greatly influenced if they feel
their financial or social position may be jeopardized. Usually they exercise herd
mentality and voice the majority opinion. Uncertainty and fear concerning who
is in power may leave them without an opinion or r eiterating the talking points
of the powers that be. Ta king a position may bring retribution if power ch anges
hands. Fear is the biggest enemy in getting t he truth about somethin g in the
Middle East.
p. 120
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r:~When Haman enl&ted. the kin~ asked him. "What SbQllld be doIW f2t.~he

-

man the kin~ deli~hts to honor?" Now Haman thou~ht to himself. Who 1s
there that the kin~ would rather honor than me?"

So Haman came in, and the king said t o him, "What should be don e for
t he man whom the king wishes to honor?" H a ma n t hough t to himself,
"Who is it that the king would want to h onor m or e t h an me?"

When H am a n enter ed, the king said, "What would be appropriate for t he
m a n the king especially wants to honor?" H a man t hought to himself, "H e
must be t alking a bout honoring me-who else?"

Th e finall TWO

,\/~
~· \....!/

QUESTION~ are included her e in ver se 6:

asked by the king of Haman- "WHAT SHOU LD BE DONE FOR
THE MAN THE KING DELIGHTS TO HONOR?"
an unspoken question in the thoughts of Haman- "WHO IS
THERE THAT THE KING WOULD RATHER HONOR THAN
ME?"

Whe n Haman w as usher ed into the king's presence, he must h ave felt
honor ed. And whe n the king asked .. . What should be done for the man
the king delights to honor? the egotistical Haman was beside himself with
joy a nd enthusiasm. He t hought that the king was speaking a bout him .
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It has indeed been a remarkable set of providential circumstances that

has brought Haman to this moment, but [there] have been circumstances that
have been utterly outside of his control. It is true that the moment is not a
propitious one-the king is looking for the means to reward Haman's enemy, and
Haman is the one who is at hand by virtue of his own agenda, which has the
opposite goal in view. Nevertheless, these circumstances, however remarkable,
have not so far set in motion a course of action that necessarily threatens him.
Indeed, it is conceivable that the fact that it is Haman who is to be consulted on
how to reward Mordecai could augur ill for Mordecai (Moore, 67). But, before the
ramifications of such a possibility can even be entertained by the reader, Haman
himself takes a hand in what will transpire. And it is his own swollen pride that
entraps him. Without a moment's hesitation he jumps to conclusions: "Whom
would the king desire to honor," he reasons to himself, "more than me?" (6:6b).
p.419

Sadly, like the biblical Esau (see Genesis 25:29-34), we sometimes feel
pridefully tempted to sell this amazing birthright of Christ's presence for our
own presence. We focus on our work, our influence, and our ministry. One of
the biggest threats to incarnational living is pride. Instead of manifesting
Christ's presence, we want to showcase our own presence; instead of dispensing
Christ's wisdom, we want to spotlight our own insight; instead of speaking
Christ's truth, we want to spout our own opinions; instead of adopting Christ's
agenda, we want to accomplish our own five- or ten-year plans; instead of
building Christ's kingdom, we want to spread our own "ministry."
But consider the glorious alternative. When I adopt the ascension as a
key theological truth, with its corresponding teaching of the currently reigning
Jesus, then I have two distinct choices: build something based on my own
intelligence, energy, opinions, and perspective (which, when I die, will die with
me); or join a glorious kingdom that has preceded me and will outlive me. The
latter alternative must destroy my pride. If Jesus reigns, then by definition, I
cannot reign. I must be a subordinate. If Jesus is active today, right now, then I
must first and foremost surrender to his influence on a minute-by-minute basis.
pp. 38-39
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y , i sQ he answered the

kin~. "EQI the man the l<in~ delii:ht~ tQ lumQr,
l

l~

So Hama n said to t he king, "For the ma n whom th e king wish es to h onor ,

So he a nswered the king, "For t he ma n the king delights to honor, do t his:

Ha man responded to the king by mentioning sever al t hings t hat should be done
for t he per son the king wished to honor . ..
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E

, 9ave them brine: a royal 1:2be the kine: h ae ll'.Qrn and a h2ree thll kine: h ae
ridden . one with a royal crest placed on its head .

b : b®n let the robe and lwree be eirtrJIBted 12 Qne Qf thll kini:'e w2et n2hle
princes. Let them robe the man the king delights to honor. and lead him
on the horse throu gh the city streets . proclaiming before him. 'This is
what is done for the ma n the king delights to honor !"'

let them bring royal attire which the king himself has worn and a horse
on which the king himself has ridden-one bearing the royal insignia!
Then let this clothing and this horse be given to one of the king's noble
officials. Let him then clothe the man whom the king wishes to honor,
and let him lead him about through the plaza of the city on the horse,
calling before him, 'So shall it be done to the man whom the king wishes
to honor!"'

Bring a royal robe that the king has worn and a horse the king has ridden,
one with a royal crown on its head.
Then give the robe and the horse to one of the king's most noble princes.
Have him robe the man whom the king especially wants to honor; have
the prince lead him on horseback through the city square, proclaiming
before him, 'This is what is done for the man whom the king especially
wants to honor!"'
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(1) H a man recommended t hat such a man should h ave t he appearance of
royalty, by wearing a kin gly robe and riding a royal steed, one the king had
already ridden. Some have su ggested t hat th e Bible is in error when it speaks
of a h orse wearing a royal crest .. . on its head. They t hink th at the man, not
the horse, should h ave worn t he crown. However , a relief actually shows a horse
with a crown on its h ead, sign ifying that it was a royal horse. (2) Haman said
t hat the h onored ma n should be served by one of t he most noble princes.
(3) The princes were to take t he ma n through the city on this hors e, clearing
t he way befor e him and pointing out to all who watch ed t hat this man was
honor ed by the king ... H ama n did not need money . . . He craved respect from
his peer s and from t he population at large .. . Even t hou gh he was fabulously
wealt hy a nd h ad more power tha n a nyone outside t he royal family . .. he wanted
even more respect from the people of the city. Haman's lust for respect (from
Mordecai) is what got him into trouble in the first place .. .
H aman's little recommendat: t and gamp"[jan "FOR THE MAN THE KING
DELIGHTS TO HONOR" h a SIX POINTS:

(J)
(j)

"HAVE THEM BRING A ROYAL ROBE THE KING HAS WORN,"
"HAVE THEM BRING . . . A HORSE THE KING HAS RIDDEN,
ONE WITH A ROYAL CREST PLACED ON ITS HEAD,"
"THEN LET THE ROBE AND HORSE BE ENTRUSTED TO ONE
OF THE KING'S MOST NOBLE PRINCES,"
"LET THEM ROBE THE MAN THE KING DELIGHTS TO
HONOR "
"LET THEM . . . LEAD HIM ON THE HORSE THROUGH THE
CITY STREETS," and
"PROCLAIMING BEFORE HIM, 'THIS IS WHAT IS DONE FOR
HE MAN THE KING DELIGHTS TO HONOR!"'
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G.~'Q;Q

at once," the kim: cQmmand.!ld Haman, "Q;et the robe and t he lwrse
a.ml !IQ just a§ you have §Ul:~§tll!I fQi MQrd~~a.1 the Jew, wbQ srt§ at the
kin~'s ~ate. Do not ne ~lect anythin~ you have recommended."

The king then said to Haman, "Go quickly! Take the clothing and the
horse, just as you have described, and do as you just indicated to Mordecai
the Jew who sits at the king's gate. Don't neglect a single thing of all that
you have said."

"Go and do it," the king said to Haman. "Don't waste another minute.
Take the robe and horse and do what you have proposed to Mordecai the
Jew who sits at the King's Gate. Don't leave out a single detail of your
plan."

In ver se 10 Xerxes bark8 FOUR QUICK, SHORT COMMANDS to Haman:
"GO AT ONCE,"
"GET THE ROBE AND THE HORSE,"
"DO JUST AS YOU HAVE SUGGESTED FOR MORDECAI THE
JEW, WHO SITS AT THE KING'S GATE/ and
"DO NOT NEGLECT ANYTHING YOU HAVE RECOMMENDED."

E~tlwr!Lccture
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Hama n's ideas apparently appealed to the king; he commanded Haman to
carry t hem out for Mordecai the Jew. This is the first of five times Mordecai
is called "the J ew" ... apparently to highlight the fact that a J ew, though
opposed by Haman, was given a prominent position in Susa in the Persian
Empire. What a turn of events; what irony for Haman! Mordecai, whom he
hated, had to be honored by Ham an. He who wanted respect from Mordecai had
to give respect to Mordecai. Haman had to carry out the king's order even
though it embarrassed and angered him greatly.

The suggestion delighted the king. He ordered Hama n to carry out the plan at
once. Then for the first time the king named the ma n who was to be honoredMordecai, Haman's adversary! The king warned Haman not to "neglect" any of
the honors he had proposed. It seems strange that the king would knowingly
honor a J ew so soon after enacting an edict to destroy all the Jews in his
kingdom

p.736

What a blow for Haman, who had to obey! He had prepared his own doom. Now
he had to lead the horse on which the resplendent Mordecai rode, and he h ad to
proclaim to all, "This is what is done for the man t he king delights to honor."
Apparently the king was not aware of the deep a nimosity between Haman and
Mordecai, but the people knew.

p.345
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HAMAN'S TERRIBLE, HORRIBLE, NO GOOD, VERY BAD DAY

Then reality rained on Haman's parade: "The king said to Haman, 'Hurry;
take the robes and the horse, as you have said, a nd do so to Mordecai the Jew
who sits at the king's gate. Leave out nothing you h ave mentioned"' (Esth. 6:10).
Imagine H a man's face when he discover ed for whom these honors were actu ally
intended! The honors that he coveted above all else were actually to be bestowed
on Mordecai the J ew, his prime enemy, and, worst of all, h e personally would be
the one to proclaim Mordecai's elevation: "Haman took t h e robes and the horse,
a nd he dressed Mordecai and led him through t he square of the city, proclaiming
before him, 'Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor"'
(Esth . 6:11). Haman's own words had come back to haunt him, and t h e phrase
he had so delighted to pronounce must have tasted like ashes in his mouth by
the end of a long day of shouting it in front of Mordecai. His dream day t urned
into his worst nightmare.
p.78

The king confounds him with a positive order that he should immediately go
himself and put all this honour upon Mordecai the J ew, v . 10. If the king had
but said, as Haman expected, Thou are the man! But how is h e thunderstruck
when the king bids him not to order all this to be done, but to do it himself to
Mordecai the J ew, the very man he hated above all men and whose ruin he was
now designing!
p.510

This honour, then, t he haughty Haman was now compelled to pay to t he hated
Jew. The king commanded him: "Make haste, take the appar el and t he horse, as
thou hast said," i.e. in the same manner proposed by thee, "and do even so to
Mordochai the J ew, that sitteth at the king's gate; let nothing fail of all that thou
hast spoken ," i.e. carry out your proposal exactly. How th e king knew t hat
Mordochai was a J ew, and that he sat in the king's gate, is not indeed expressly
stated, but may easily be supplied from the conversation of t he king with his
servants concerning Mordochai's discovery of t he conspiracy, vers. 1-3.
p.361
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Since Mordecai had kept his ethnicity secret until after the assassination
plot, Xerxes had probably learned of his ancestry through the palace servants.
The king still was unaware that the Jews were marked for destruction; Haman
never revealed whom he wanted annihilated, and the decree was written and
distributed under Haman's watchfulness. Although everyone else seemed to
know about the Jews' impending doom, the king did not; his secluded lifestyle
made this possible.
Before Haman left, the king added, Do not neglect anything you have
recommended. These final words were the most biting irony in Haman's ears.
Every detail of Mordecai's recognition, even his own role, all came from his own
mouth; Haman personally designed the whole extravagant show.
p.339

There was nothing that could have been asked of Haman that would have been
more displeasing, more ignominious, or more distasteful than to put the royal
garments on Mordecai, put him on the king's horse, and lead him through the
streets proclaiming that this is the man that the king delighted to honor! To
accord him this honor was mortification beyond words to Haman. He hated
Mordecai.
p. 569

Is not life a series of surprises? Is not the moment of highest ambition
often next the moment of saddest humiliation? "Pride goeth before destruction,
and a haughty spirit before a fall." Haman had been lifted up to heaven by his
own vanity: how awful to drop then into the abyss of shame! But the word of
Ahasuerus did not admit of contention.
p.341
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One cannot miss the irony and humor of this turn of events. In his arrogance,
Haman presumed that the king desired to honor him. He suggested a course of
action that he would most enjoy, a royal parade through the city plaza so that
everyone could see and hear about the king's delight in him. The king obliged,
but was planning the reward for a man Haman regarded as his enemy. Worst of
all, it was Haman who had to lead Mordecai through the square and proclaim
the king's pleasure in Mordecai.

p.610

How thunderstruck Haman must have been when he was jolted out of his proud
self-delusion upon hearing the king's order, "Hurry up ... take the robe and the
horse, and do exactly as you have advised to Mordecai the Jew ... do not omit a
single detail that you have suggested!" (AB).

p.665
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I

v.

"1
:J So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai. and led him on

horseback through the city streets. proclaiming before him. "This is what
js done for the man the king delights to honor!"

So Haman took the clothing and the horse, and he clothed Mordecai. He
led him about on the horse throughout the plaza of the city, calling before
him, "So shall it be done to the man whom the king wishes to honor!"

So Haman took the robe and horse; he robed Mordecai and led him
through the city square, proclaiming before him, "This is what is done for
the man whom the king especially wants to honor!"

The word[ so] that begins verse 11 tells us that Haman is between a l'ock and a
bard place.

This is absolutely the worst case scenario that he could have ever dreamed
would happen to him. He h as no way out but to be obedient and submissive to
t he king.
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/: · ::rAfterward Mordecai returned to the king'u ate. But Ha man rushed home.
with his head covered in ~ief.

~c..K -fll ~ G'tt 1-~ !
S~.s 1 '1'..s..r l/S USti fl I.'

Then Mordecai again sat at the king's gate, while Haman hurried away to
his home, mournful and with a veil over his h ead.

Then Mordecai retur ned to the King's Gate, but Ha man fled to his hou se,
th oroughly mortified, hiding his face.

Haman rushed home with "HIS HEAD COVERED IN GRIEF." He is humbled
and humiliated.

What a CONTRAST to the way he left in the morning to the way he returned
after this humiliation.
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I fear our marveling over God's providence in putting E sther on t he t hrone "for
such a time as this" distracts us from marveling over God's providence in
Esther's relationship with Mordecai. His big career break came when he
uncovered a plot to murder the king. This was Mordecai's ticket to the top. So it
was a painful disappointment for Mordecai when the king promptly forgot his
deed of valor and promoted Haman to power. Although Xerxes later realized his
oversight and gave Mordecai a day to remember (forcing Haman to parade and
honor him throughout the city), God ultimately advanced Mordecai to power
through Esther instead.
Furthermore, Mordecai- who sacrificed for, provided for, and protected
the young orphaned Esther, and who paced, coached, and sent covert messages
after her abduction-reached a point where he had to admit he needed her. God
used the crisis to bring Esther out from behind Mordecai's shadow and to teach
him to depend on her. Mordecai thought all along that Esther needed him. God
backed him into a corner where his very life depended on h er. God has his ways
of drawing men and women into strong alliances.

p. 157

I. How little Mordecai was puffed up with his advancement. He came
again to the king's gate (v. 12); he returned to his place and the duty of it
immediately, and minded his business as closely as h e had done before.

p.510

The covering of the head is a token of deep confusion and mourning ...
p. 362
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When Haman had bestowed the highest dignity on Mordecai, he hastened home,
sad and with covered countenance. It is a bad sign that he knew nothing better
to do in such an hour. Those are upon difficult paths who feel themselves
humbled when they have been obliged to show deserved honor to others. Even
in the estimation of the world it would have been far better if he had endeavored
to change his enemy into a friend. And had he but reflected and correctly
apprehended his present position, he would have recognized the warning voice of
God, which endeavored in a firm, but yet kind tone to lead him in the way of his
salvation.
p.76

PRAYER
Holy Father, you are so good to us, and often you work through others to show us
that goodness, but we do not recognize it. Open our hearts and our eyes to see
the kindness of others so we can thank them and praise you.
p.89

Remember, the last time Haman went home, he was crowing, bragging
about how great he was. Now he slides under the door, sniveling and whining
about what has happened to him.
p. 119
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As a young lad, I remember reading a story about Sir Isaac Newton that
left a profound impression on me. He had worked for hours on his scientific
inquiries into the very core of the physical universe, exhaustedly laboring by
candlelight. By his side over the weeks sat his beloved dog.
On one occasion when Newton left the room for a moment, the dog jumped
up to follow him and inadvertently bumped into the side of the desk , knocking
over the candle and setting the papers ablaze. All that seminal work was
reduced in moments to a pile of ashes.
When Newton returned to his study to see what remained of his work, his
heart was broken beyond repair. Rescuing what little was left of the room, he
sat down and wept with his face in his hands. Gently stroking the dog, he said,
"You will never, never know what you have done."
Even if it were possible for the dog to grasp that something tragic had
happened, it was impossible for the creature to know the kind of tragedy, not
just the degree of what had been done.
pp. 36-37

Not everything is sacred, but God is. Your self is important, but it isn't
sacred; the earth is important, but it isn't sacred. The mistake of these men was
not that they came to the wrong God; they just approached the right God in the
wrong way. They thought they could dispense with the instruction book. But
they learned the hard way that just any way will not do.
p.29
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/~and
t2ld Z~rll§h his wife and all his friends ~:.:~athini: that had happened
to him. His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him. "Since Mordecai.

-

before whom your downfall has started. is of Jewish origin. you cannot
stand a~ainst him-you will surely come to ruin!"

Haman then related to his wife Zeresh and to all his friends everything
that had happened to him. These wise men, along with his wife Zeresh,
said to him, "If indeed this Mordecai before whom you have begun to fall
is Jewish, you will not be adequate for him. No, you will surely fall before
him!"

When Haman had finished telling his wife Zeresh and all his friends
everything that had happened to him, his knowledgeable friends who
were there and his wife Zeresh said, "If this Mordecai is in fact a Jew,
your bad luck has only begun. You don't stand a chance against himyou're as good as ruined."
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Earlier Mordecai had publicly grieved over his people . .. now Haman privately
grieved over his own humiliation. When Haman had left his wife in the morning
he had been elated. Now the bottom had fallen out from under him. To make
matters worse, his advisers and his wife all saw nothing but trouble for him
in the future. They noted that Mordecai's Jewish origin meant that Haman
was doomed. Exactly what they meant by that statement is difficult to
determine. It is known that in the Persian religions much was made of omens
and signs. Fate, chance, and luck were considered important in everyday life.
The Book of Esther stands as a polemic against such a fatalistic view of the
world. To many who are not of the covenant community, Israel, the world's
events appear to be fatalistic and to happen by chance. But those who are the
people of God's covenant know that God overrules fate. He moves events and
circumstances for His good pleasure. Pagan advisers and the pagan wife of an
evil man unknowingly stated the central thrust of this book: neither Haman nor
any other human can possibly stand against God's Chosen People, the Jewish
nation (many of whom were then back in the Promised Land with a rebuilt
temple, offering sacrifices to God at Jerusalem).

:iaman's advisor s give him a real WARNING at the conclusion of verse 13.
SINCE MORDECAI, BEFORE WHOM YOUR DOWNFALL HAS STARTED IS
OF JEWISH ORIGIN':
'
"YOU CANNOT STAND AGAINST HIM" and

1.

2.

/

"YOU WILL SURELY COME TO RUIN!"

Haman told his wife and friends all the deta ·1
.
.. .
he expected comfort from them he d. d t . I ~of ~s hum1hatmg experience. If
handwriting on the wall, warned HI no ~ece1ve it. Instead they, seeing the
the beginning of his downfall Th aman t at ~he Jew had been responsible for
against Mordecai· Haman's ru. . ey welre convmced that he could not stand
.
'
m was a ready ass
d Th
convemently forgotten that his h
.li .
ure .
ey seem to have
um1 at1on was largely the result of their
suggestion (cf. 5:14).
pp. 736-7
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Neither divine prophecy (Ex. 17:14) nor biblical history (1 Sam. 15:8, 9) stood in
Haman's favor. Haman's entourage seemed to have some knowledge of this
biblical history.
pp. 559-60

The issue of the ongoing survival of the Jewish people is the point of this verse.
Haman's wife and friends told Haman that he would not prevail, for the very
reason of Mordecai's Jewish descent. The Hebrew wording is quite strong: the
meaning is that he will most certainly fall.
p.610

But life had taken a tragic turn for Haman. Covering his head as a sign of deep
distress and grief (cf. 2 Sam. 15:30; 19:4; Jer. 14:3-4), he went home to lick his
wounds and seek solace, which was not to be granted him, from his wife and
friends. They now sensed a change of fortune and superstitiously recalled that
no one who plotted against the Jews ultimately prospered.
pp. 665-6

May we not justly fear, lest God before long snatch His Word from us and
bestow it upon those that will make better use of it? May the Lord a~aken the
pe?ple of this land, to know the day of their visitation, and to understand the
thmgs that belong to their peace, before the decree come forth and it be too late.
p. 107
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Our religion never begins with what we do for God. It always starts with what
God has done for us, the great and wondrous things that God dreamed of and
achieved for us in Christ Jesus.
p. 126

One time during the off season, an umpire in a softball league in Colorado got
stopped by a cop for speeding. He pleaded for mercy, explained that he was a
very good driver, and told why he had to be in a hurry. The officer wasn't buying
the umpire's argument. "Tell it to the judge," he said.
When softball season rolled around, the umpire was umpiring his first
game. The first batter to come up happened to be the cop who ticketed him for
speeding. They Tecognized each other. It was awkward for the officer.
"So, how did the thing with the ticket go?" the officer asked.
"Better swing at everything," the umpire replied.
p. 156

'
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Tv. JWhile
they ~ere §till tal.kin~ with him, the kjn~s eunuch§ arrjved and
hurried Haman away to the ban<J.uet Esther had prepared.
While they were still speaking with him, the king's eunuchs arrived.
They quickly brought Haman to the banquet that Esther had prepared.

While they were still talking, the king's eunuchs arrived and hurried
Haman off to the dinner that Esther had prepared.

Now, with his world crashing down around his head, Haman was hustled off to
Esther's second banquet, which once he desired but now dreaded. He may have
well wondered what the king would say to him at the banquet.
Haman stands as a prototype of all anti-God activists who oppose God's
people. Like authors of many short stories, God led the author of the Book of
Esther to make his historical figures into symbols of much larger proportions.
As the regathered nation read this account, they could have looked back over
their history and noted other times when men had tried to set aside God's
promises to their nation and had failed. They could therefore rest assured that
in the future God would do the same. Even though God's people often disobeyed
Him, even though they were often not spiritually or even physically where God
wanted them to be, deliverance would come. God would so work in history that
He would be vindicated and His people delivered
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1-1 The conversation between Haman and his friends was interrupted by the
appearance of eunuch s sent by the king to escort Haman to Esther's banquet.
Th e fact th at they "hurried" to bring him suggests t h at as t he result of h is
humiliatin g experience with Mordecai (cf. 6:11), H aman h ad eith er forgotte n
about t he queen's ba nquet or he did not wa nt to attend it.
p.737

IV. He was now sent for to the banquet t h at E sther h ad prepared, v. 14.
He t hought it seasonable in hopes it would revive his drooping spirits a nd save
his sinkin g honour.
p.510

6:14 Haman to the banquet. Like a lamb led to slau ghter, Haman was
escorted off to his just due.
p.560
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: When we pray and proceed in fulfilling His purpose, God will be
there to provide.
LESSON #2: A proud person is often blinded by reality.
LESSON #3: "Haman boasted to them about his vast wealth, his many sons,
and all the ways the king had honored him a nd how he had elevated him
above the other nobles and officials" (Esther 5:11).

LESSON #4: God's hand moves perfectly in the situation and He is right on
time. "That night the king could not sleep" (Esther 6: 1).

LESSON #5: Haman's situation is so similar to the experience of Belshazzar in
Daniel 5:5-6: "Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote
on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. The
king watched the hand as it wrote. His face turned pale and he was so
frightened that his knees knocked together and his legs gave way" (NIV).

LESSON #6: God is very much at work in this situation and Haman is not even
aware of His ultimate purpose.

LESSON #7: Haman is totally humiliated because of his false assumptions
about what the king was proposing.

LESSON #8: "Therefore, I have begun to destroy you, to ruin you because of
your sins" (Micah 6:13 NIV).

LESSON #9: "Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He
will understand them. The ways of the Lord are right; the righteous walk
in them, but the rebellious stumble in them" (Hosea 14:9 NIV).
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LESSON #10: "Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
this he will also reap" (Galatians 6:7 NIV).
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Together they give us one of the strongest pictures of a Blessed Alliance.
Esther was no longer a dependent. Nor was she independent of Mordecai. She
was an equal who stood with him in battle. This was God's plan for men and
women from the beginning-to rule and s ubdue together. United, Esther and
Mordecai battle to free God's people from the jaws of the Enemy.
p. 159

The great lesson of this chapter is the wonderful working of divine
providence. Surely "God works in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform."
And how He cares for His people and watcheth over them! He is still the same,
for He is the Lord who change th not.
p. 111

In our darkest hours we can be assured of our final destiny of glory with
Christ. We can be assured that the reversal of circumstance we so crave will one
day be ours. By contrast, no matter how prosperous or powerful, those who are
not in Christ will ultimately also suffer a reversal of fortune. Like Haman, they
will find themselves caught in a web of destruction that hindsight will show to
be of their own making. It can happen at any time.
p. 162
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PRINCIPLES
• People make plans, but the purposes of God prevail.
.
• God's sovereign rule and man's free will work in harmony to achieve
God's glory.
• Pride perverts the imagination.
.
• Those who plan evil often succumb to their own plots; the v10lent are
pursued by violence.
• The selfish despise the success of others; the humble are happy when
others do well.
APPLICATIONS
• Do not pursue fame or recognition. If you do, you will think of others as
competitors for the honor you desire.
• Commit yourself to doing good deeds; in time you will be rewarded. God
never forgets.
• Trust in God's sovereign control over people and nations.
p.341

God's heart intent is to alleviate suffering. He is bending over backward
to make it happen. God is moving heaven and earth to dry the tear, lighten the
load, ease the burden, take away the pain, stop the wars, halt the violence, cure
the disease, heal the heartbroken, and mend the marriage.
God is straining to feed the homeless, clothe the naked, visit the prisoner, adopt
the orphan, comfort the grieving, console the dying, defend the children, bandage
the battered, give to the poor, care for the widow, uproot injustice, clean up
pollution, prevent abortion, right the wrong, rectify racism, support the elderly,
sustain the downcast, stamp out crime, stomp out pornography, help the
disabled, prevent abuse, muffle the cursing, turn stone hearts to flesh and dead
men into living ones.
He rallies us to his noble cause, but we fall behind. If God is weeping, it is
because he has made his heart intent regarding suffering abundantly clear, but
few--even his own people-are moved into action. It's time to start listening.
(June 10)
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When I first came to Christ, I sort of knew it meant suffering, but I had no idea
it would involve paralysis! I was surprised at the painful trial at first, thinking
something strange had happened to me. But now I praise God for this
.
wheelchair. It has taken me down Calvary's path. It's the path to deep -down JOY
and peace.

Joni Earechson Tada
(December 16)

The only thing that can fill us up to overflowing is a real relationship with Jesus.
That's not just nice religious talk. It's true. While material stuff is great fun,
and I enjoy it and try to share whatever I have, I could give it all up tomorrow.
But I could never give up Jesus, and more important, He will never give up on
me.
Softly and tenderly, He calls each of us, His arms flung wide to hold us
tight. He can give us real joy, true peace, and fulfillment forever. This isn't
about religion or going to church or looking holy or trying to do all the right
things. It's about being in an unbreakable bond with Jesus, living with Him in a
cherished connection oflove. He longs to bless us abundantly, beyond our
wildest dreams.
p.4
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As I mentioned previously, Jon Krakauer's book Into Thin Air relates the
hazards that plagued the climbers in their expedition to Mount Everest during
the spring of 1996. That year, the attempt to reach the summit resulted in a
great loss of life. Some circumstances were out of their control, but fundamental
mistakes cost them dearly. And some of those were unfortunately made while
still within reach of solutions.
One of those whose life was lost was Andy Harris, one of the expedition
leaders. Harris had stayed at the peak past the deadline that the leaders
themselves had set. On his descent, he became in dire need of oxygen. Harris
radioed his predicament to the base camp, telling them of his need and that he
had come upon a cache of oxygen canisters left by other climbers, all empty.
Those who had already passed by the canisters on their own return from the
summit knew that they were not empty, but full. Even as they pleaded with him
on the radio to make use of them, it was to no avail. Already starved for oxygen,
Harris continued to argue that the canisters were empty.3
The problem was that the lack of what he needed so disoriented his mind
that though he was suuounded by a restoring supply he continued to complain
of its absence. The very thing he held in his hand was absent in his brain and
ravaged his capacity to recognize what he was clutching in his grasp.
What oxygen is to the body, the Bread of Life is to the soul. Without that
bread, all other hungers will be improperly perceived. In fact, in like manner,
the absence of that bread over a prolonged period makes the bread itself seem
worthless. Life is meant to be lived with the fulfillment of the one need that
defines all other means of fulfillment and the one love that defines all other
loves.
3.

Jon Krakauer, Into Thin Air (New York: Villard Books, 1996), 187-88.

pp. 86-87
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Our difficulties, our trials, and our worries about tomorrow all vanish when we
look to God.
Wake yourself up and look to God. Build your hope on Him. No matter
how many things seem to be pressing in on you, be determined to push them
aside and look to Him. "Look to Me ...." Salvation is yours the moment you
look.
(January 22)

