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What You Need to Know About 

(ESTHER 

SESSION #5: Esther 7:1-8:17 

TEXT: 

7:v. 1 So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther, 
v. 2 and as they were drinking wine on that second day, the king again asked, 
"Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your 
request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted." 
v. 3 Then Queen Esther answered, "If I have found favor with you, 0 king, and 
if it pleases your majesty, grant me my life-this is my petition. And spare my 
people-this is my request. 
v. 4 For I and my people have been sold for destruction and slaughter and 
annihilation. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would 
have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king." 
v. 5 King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, "Who is he? Where is the man who has 
dared to do such a thing?" 
v. 6 Esther said, "The adversary and enemy is this vile Haman." Then Haman 
was terrified before the king and queen. 
v. 7 The king got up in a rage, left his wine and went out into the palace 
garden. But Haman, realizing that the king had already decided his fate, 
stayed behind to beg Queen Esther for his life. 
v. 8 Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, 
Haman was falling on the couch where Esther was reclining. The king 
exclaimed, "Will he even molest the queen while she is with me in the house?" 
As soon as the word left the king's mouth, they covered Haman's face. 
v. 9 Then Har bona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, said, "A gallows 
seventy-five feet high stands by Haman's house. He had it made for Mordecai, 
who spoke up to help the king." The king said, "Hang him on it!" 
v. 10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. 
Then the king's fury subsided. 
8:v. 1 That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the 
enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came into the presence of the king, for 
Esther had told how he was related to her. 
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v. 2 The king took off his signet ring, which he had reclaimed from Haman, and 
presented it to Mordecai. And Esther appointed him over Haman's estate. 
v. 3 Esther again pleaded with the king, falling at his feet and weeping. She 
begged him to put an end to the evil plan of Haman the Agagite, which he had 
devised against the Jews. 
v. 4 Then the king extended the gold scepter to Esther and she arose and stood 
before him. 
v. 5 "If it pleases the king," she said, "and if he regards me with favor and 
thinks it the right thing to do, and if he is pleased with me, let an order be 
written overruling the dispatches that Haman son of Hammedatha, the 
Agagite, devised and wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king's provinces. 
v. 6 For how can I bear to see disaster fall on my people? How can I bear to see 
the destruction of my family?'' 
v. 7 King Xerxes replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, "Because 
Haman attacked the Jews, I have given his estate to Esther, and they have 
hanged him on the gallows. 
v. 8 Now write another decree in the king's name in behalf of the Jews as 
seems best to you, and seal it with the king's signet ring-for no document 
written in the king's name and sealed with his ring can be revoked." 
v. 9 At once the royal secretaries were summoned--on the twenty-third day of 
the third month, the month of Sivan. They wrote out all Mordecai's orders to 
the Jews, and to the satraps, governors and nobles of the 127 provinces 
stretching from India to Cush. These orders were written in the script of each 
province and the language of each people and also to the Jews in their own 
script and language. 
v. 10 Mordecai wrote in the name of King Xerxes, sealed the dispatches with 
the king's signet ring, and sent them by mounted couriers, who rode fast horses 
especially bred for the king. 
v. 11 The king's edict granted the Jews in every city the right to assemble and 
protect themselves; to destroy, kill and annihilate any armed force of any 
nationality or province that might attack them and their women and children; 
and to plunder the property of their enemies. 
v. 12 The day appointed for the Jews to do this in all the provinces of King 
Xerxes was the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar. 
v. 13 A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province 
and made known to the people of every nationality so that the Jews would be 
ready on that day to avenge themselves on their enemies. 
v. 14 The couriers, riding the royal horses, raced out, spurred on by the king's 
command. And the edict was also issued in the citadel of Susa. 
v. 15 Mordecai left the king's presence wearing royal garments of blue and 
white, a large crown of gold and a purple robe of fine linen. And the city of 
Susa held a joyous celebration. 
v. 16 For the Jews it was a time of happiness and joy, gladness and honor. 

l<~sther/Lerlul'e Nnh'"l Study#) hfithN 7·1-~· 17.Joe 
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v. 17 In every province and in every city, wherever the edict of the king went, 
there was joy and gladness among the Jews, with feasting and celebrating. 
And many people of other nationalities became Jews because fear of the Jews 
had seized them. 

Est lw1 Leet ure Nute" St urh # > E"'ither ': 1-8 1 'i doc 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Lectures to M Students by C. H. Spurgeon) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth 
Trust. Copyright- Unknown, 2008. 

·\Yel1, my dear sir, how are you?' was my salutation to him one morning, .:l,m.. 
plea~ed to see you so well at ygur ag~ .' 'Yes, I am in fine order for an old man, 
and hardly feel myself failing at all.' 'I hope your good health will continue for 
years to come, and that like Moses you will go down to your grave with your 
eye undimmed and your natural force unabated.' 

PP~4~ - ~1Ji.e~ ~r LJ 
Mil tN . F1 ~ ~ we-d-~ 
~ k ~ a}-oJJ ·> t:Je ~ Uf 4j-- ~ 
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(Lookin' At Life by Joe Kreger) St. Louis, MO: Doane Agricultural Services. 
Copyright - Joe Kreger, 1997, second printing 2000. 

That Little Hometown Cafe 

There's really not a better way 
for you to start another day 
than startin' out your mornin' 
at that Little Hometown Cafe. 

That little place I tell about 
won't be hard to find. 
It's where all the locals go 
to start a new day's grind. 

Feed trucks line the curb outside, 
guarded by heeler pups, 
while their drivers ride the counter stools 
and drink a dozen cups. 

Smoke floats around in a thick blue haze, 
and, while the bacon fries, 
all the local experts 
are tellin' the same old lies. 

Broncs get rode, and steers get roped, 
and sports teams get re-coached 
just across the counter 
from where the eggs get poached. 

Elections get re-counted. 
Record fish get caught. 
Fugitives get re-captured, 
and twelve-point bucks get shot. 

Gossip gets repeated 
and improved along the way, 
a most important function 
of the Little Hometown Cafe. 

The place is habit formin', 
if you go there more'n twice. 
There's just no better place on earth 
to get and give advice. 

E,..thertl&l t u1T NotC's/8tudy#5 Est h0r 7: I ·8: 17.clol 
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No one there is bashful 
in expressin' his own views, 
and you get free commentary 
on all the current news. 

Everyone has an opinion. 
No one rides the fence, 

6 

and the place is just plumb crowded 
with "experts in residence." 

So, if you search for wisdom, 
information or advice, 
a round of coffee for the house 
is shore a bargain price. 

They'll set you straight on everything, 
then send you on your way, 
that august body holdin' session 
at that Little Hometown Cafe. 

pp. 56-57 

Esthr1 I..cctun Not£>sStuclv#~ Eo;;thlr'i 1-8:l'i.doc 
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(The Medicine Keepers by J.B. Allen) Lubbock , TX: Grey Horse Press. 
Copyright - J.B. Allen, 1997. 

Compadres 

"Hey, Pard!" I heard 'im holler 
As he strode across the floor; 
I turned and saw him grinnin' ear to ear. 
We stood like long-lost buddies 
Though we'd met just once before 
And lookin' back it'd been almost a year. 

He didn't look much older 
And his eye and grip still firm 
As we started in to ketch up on the news, 
'Cause it seemed we'd knowed each other 
For a whole lot longer term 
While we shared some common idys, thoughts, and views. 

Miles and years still separate us, 
Though we meet from time to time 
Where some cowboys chance together, here and there, 
And the friendship, quickly started, 
With some agein' rates as "prime," 
Though our natures now are kin to grizzly bear. 

I 'spect we'll mind our manners, 
Fer not often do we find 
A feller who will overlook our faults 
And still be glad to see us 
When it seems we've lost our minds 
While spriklin' foolish statements with some salt. 
p. 39 

E:>tlwr [..<•ctun• Notc•s Study#) E::.ther i 1-8: Ii.doc 
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(Cries Of The Heart: Bringing God Near When He Feels So Far by Ravi 
Zacharias) Nashville, TN.: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- Ravi Zacharias, 
1998, 2002. 

All we need to do today to see the utter wrongheadedness of our culture is to 
see wh at we have done with words. Words such as freedom, love, pleasure, and 
marriage have all lost their meanings. In the beginning was the Word. God 
has spoken. La nguage must mirror reality. 
p.44 

(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson) 
San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright- Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

Lord God, I let too many things distract and divert me from paying attention to 
you: train me in the simplifications that will put me in touch with what matters 
most-your love, your salvation, your grace. Amen. 
p.70 

Lord, bring me to the place where my interest is not in condemning sin in 
others, but in confessing it in myself. I find it m uch easier to mount an 
indignant assault on everyone else's sins than to repent and be cleansed of my 
own. Amen. 
p.81 

Allen & Laniak say: 

While the events of the preceding chapter mark the beginning of 
reversals in Esther, ther e is plenty of suspense as Esther begins to put her 
plan into action . Although the king has shown favor to Esther a nd Mordecai, 
he has given t hem nothing substa nt ive to save t heir lives. Haman's head is 
covered in grief at the end of ch apter 6; it will come under a death sentence in 
chapter 7. Mordecai was dressed with royal honor in chapter 6; he will be 
promoted in r ank in chapter 8. 
p.243 
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Arthur, Lawson & Vereen say: 

When things seem dark and hopeless, do you wonder, "Is there a God in 
heaven who rules over the affairs of man? A God whom I can trust to be there 
in my deepest need, my hour of crisis? A God who is never too late?" 

If you could have a positive answer to these questions, can you imagine 
the quiet confidence, the boldness that would be yours? 
p. 121 

Breneman says: 

The pace of the narrative quickens as we approach the climax. The 
narrative exhibits a masterful job of maintaining suspense and keeping the 
action moving without using superfluous details. In this chapter the banquet 
of Esther proves to be the arena for surprise and intense activity. And yet, this 
is not the climax. 
p.347 

Custis James says: 

I . till love Esther's story. She makes me feel proud to be a woman-out. 
I have better reasons for admiring her now than.l did when I was a child. She 
i . a powerful reminder that God values women and their contributions, and 
that it brings joy to his heart and blessings to others when his daughters rely 
on him and embrace the challenges he puti:; in their path. 
p. 160 

E::..t 11 •r Lei tun Nutl'"' Study#/) Esthe>r 7:1-8·17.doc 
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Gaebelein says: 

Esther at this second feast knew that the God of her fathers was at work and 
that all the hatred against her race came not from the heart of the King, but 
centered in Haman. In the events of the sleepless night and what followed she 
must have seen the display of the hand of God. And now she utters her 
delayed petition. Her petition is that her life may be spared as well as her 
people. How astonished the King must have looked as he gazed upon his 
beautiful wife and learned from her lips that her life was in danger. And still 
greater must have been his surprise when he hears "For we are sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish." What a scene! The 
handsome Queen, her marvelous earnestness and eloquence in pleading for her 
life and for her people; the darkening, astonished countenance of the King, the 
blanching face of Haman and the others in the banquet hall in great 
excitement. 

And her heart-rending plea, perhaps mingled with tears which coursed 
down her cheeks, did not fail to produce the desired effect. 
pp. 111-12 

Jobes says: 

THIS HIGHLY CHARGED scene begins innocuously enough with: "So the 
king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther." Little did either know 
what awaited them there! While drinking wine Xerxes asks Queen Esther for 
the third time to reveal her request and again assures her of his positive and 
generous response (cf. 5:3, 6). Esther now begins the delicate and dangerous 
task of accusing Haman without incriminating the king who had, after all, 
sealed Haman's decree of death with his full knowledge and approval. She has 
to incite the king against his friend and closest advisor without bringing the 
king's wrath down on herself. Once set in motion, the scene moves with 
breathtaking speed toward Haman's destruction. 
p. 164 

E,.11wl'ILP<'t u1·p \Jotr ,;/St ud~'#r; !~st hr r /: 1-R: 11.do<· 
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Keil & Delitzsch say: 

At this second banquet the king again inquired of the queen what was 
her petition, when she entreated t hat her life and that of her people might be 
spared, for that she and her people were sold to destruction (vers. 1-4). The 
king, evidently shocked at such a petition, asked who was the originator of so 
evil a deed, and Esther named the wicked Haman as the enemy (vers. 5, 6). 
Full of indignation at such a crime, the king rose from the banquet and went 
into the garden; Haman then fell down before the queen to entreat for his life. 
When the king returned to the house, he saw Haman lying on the couch on 
which Esther was sitting, and thinking that he was offering violence to the 
queen, he passed sentence of death upon him, and caused him to be hanged on 
the tree he had erected for Mordochai (vers. 7-10). 
p.363 

Lange says: 

Vers. 1-6. What here follows seems a thing to be expected as a matter of 
course, yet the manner of its occurrence, particularly the rapidity with which 
events succeed each other, as well as their magnitude and importance, imparts 
a certain charm to the narrative. Esther now steps unreservedly forward at 
the banquet that she has prepared and to which she has invited Haman ((in 
chap. vi.14), and boldly presents her accusation and request. The king is quite 
prepared to give a correct decision in the case 
p. 77 

Larson & Dahlen say: 

p.346 

Many seek an audience with a ruler, but it is from the 
LORD that man gets justice. 

Proverbs 29:26 

Larson & Dahlen say: 

Hoping to gain some consolation from his private dinner with the king 
and queen, Haman's expectations turned to terror when Esther revealed him as 
the man responsible for plotting against her life and all the Jewish people. 
p.346 
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Larson & Dahlen say: 

Yet Esther had no assurance of Xerxes's reaction once she accused 
Haman. The king was a volatile man prone to moodiness, and Haman held a 
favored position. She could take no consolation from his expansive mood; 
everything could still spiral out of control. 
p. 347 

MacArthur says: 

In Esther's story, a hot-headed and prideful man named Haman was rewarded 
for his evil actions (7:1-8:2). He had been plotting genocide against the Jewish 
people living in Persia. With his high rank, and with the apparent blessing of 
King Ahasuerus, his murderous dream seemed destined to come to pass. 

The sovereign God had other plans, however. The new queen of Persia 
happened to be Esther, a Jewish woman herself, and her cousin Mordecai was 
the same man who earlier had foiled an assassination plot on the king's life. 
As these situations and facts came together, and came to light, Haman's brutal 
plans caught up with him. The tables were turned. Justice was served. 
p.96 

Parker says: 

A banquet without a blessing, a feast without satisfaction, glaring pomp 
and circumstances that mocked the eyes that had looked upon their own 
humiliation. These are the ironies of life, which plague and perplex the heart 
and vex the imagination. Haman would rather have been in the wilderness, 
crying aloud in solitude to relive himself of pain of heart. It is cruel to be 
forced to go to a feast when the heart is in a mood of sadness. "He that seeketh 
his life shall lose it." Let all ambitious men read the story of Haman, and take 
warning. His story may not be repeated in its Oriental details, all the flash 
and colour may be wanting; yet, even when they have vanished, there remains 
enough in the tale to remind us that we too are ambitious, that we too may 
have ignoble thoughts towards our fellow-men, and that even we are not above 
resorting to the foulest practices to get rid of the Mordecai who stands in our 
way as a stumbling-block. Will it be regarded as commonplace or as trite, if 
here we venture once more to say, Beware of jealousy: it is cruel as the grave; it 
poisons every feast, it turns every goblet of wine into a fountain of poison: 
check it at its very beginning; better die to live than live to die. 
p. 342 

f:i;tht>r/LecturP NotP,.. Stuclv#i) E'lther i 1-8 Ii Joe 
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Spurgeon says: 

First, we shall learn from the narrative that GOD PLACES Hrs AGENTS IN FITTING 
PLACE FOR DOING Hrs WORK. The Lord was not taken by surprise by this plot of 
Haman; He had foreseen it and forestalled it. It was needful, in order to match 
this cunning, malicious design of Haman, that some one of Jewish race should 
possess great influence with the king. How was this to be effected? Should a 
Jewess become Queen of Persia, the power she would possess would be useful 
in counteracting the enemy's design. This had been all arranged years before 
Haman had concocted in his wicked heart the scheme of murdering the Jews. 
Esther, whose sweet name signifies myrtle, had been elevated to the position of 
Queen of Persia ... 
p. 161 

Swindoll says: 

It is easy to live like a dullard. Many folks do. It is easy to anticipate 
that this year will be very much like last and the one before it, when, in fact , 
chances are good it will be altogether different. Sow hen events begin to turn, 
realize that none of it is merely coincidental. Remember that. Take the word 
"coincidental" out of your vocabulary, along with "luck." You can trash them 
both! You don't need them anymore. Nothing is coincidental! "Luck" has no 
place in a Christian's vocabulary. 

In His time and only in His time, He begins to move in subtle ways until, 
suddenly, as His surprising sovereignty unfolds, a change occurs. Don't fight 
it. It's God's way of lifting the fog, which always happens when He pleases! 

For example, this epochal moment in Esther's life. 
pp. 129-30 

Wiersbe says: 

p. 137 

The Mask Comes Off 

(In which Haman comes 
to the end of his rope) 

E,,tlwr l,effUt'<' ~htPs Study-#5 Esthe>r 7:1-S·Ji doc 
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It's time to start digging into the text of Esther 7 & 8 and see what the Lord 
has for us here. Before we do, I feel like singing that great song: 

Day by Dayi 

Day by day, and with each passing moment, 
Strength I find to meet my trials here; 
Trusting in my Father's wise bestowment, 
I've no cause for worry or for fear. 
He whose heart is kind beyond all measure, 
Gives unto each day what He deems best, 
Lovingly, its part of pain and pleasure, 
Mingling toil with peace and rest. 

Ev'ry day the Lord Himself is near me 
With a special mercy for each hour; 
All my cares He fain would bear, and cheer me, 
He whose name is Counsellor and Pow'r. 
The protection of His child and treasure 
Is a charge that on Himself He laid; 
As your days, thy strength shall be in measure, 
This the pledge to me He made. 

Help me then, in ev'ry tribulation 
So to trust Thy promises, 0 Lord, 
That I lose not faith's sweet consolation 
Offered me within Thy holy Word. 
Help, me, Lord, when toil and trouble meeting, 
E'er to take, as from a father's hand, 
One by one, the days, the moments fleeting, 
Till I reach the promised land. 

("Day by Day" by Carolina Sandell Berg) The New Church Hymnal, Lexicon 
Music, Inc. , 1976. #334) 

f~,..t hP1·1Lel't u re i'<ot e" St udy#i) Es tin r 7: 1-8: 17 .clew 
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li:v. ~o the kini: and Haman went to dine wjth O~n Esther. 

rI'he NET Bible translates verse 1: 

So the king and Ha ma n came to dine wit h Queen Esther. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 1: 

So the king and Ha ma n went to dinner with Queen Esther . 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

What Haman knew about Esther is not stated. If he knew of t he connection 
between Mordecai and Esther he may have been even more terrified at the 
prospect of at tending this second banquet given by Esther . 

This is the SIXTH BANQUET recorded already in the Book of Esther : 

TWO by Xerxes, 

ONE by Vashti, 

ONE a t th<:" wedding, and now 

!fWO by Esther . 

Baldwin says: 

On the second day, as on t he first (5:6), while relaxing over the wine at the end 
of the meal, the king repeated his invitation to Esther, but t his t ime using her 
title Queen Esther, as in 5:3. The courtesy was encouraging in so tricky a 
situation. 
p.91 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

2. Haman exposed and executed (7:1-10) 

1-2 The king and Haman went "to dine" with Esther at her invitation. At her 
second banquet, the king once again sought to discover the nature of Esther's 
petition (v.2). Again he assured her that it would be granted, "even up to half 
the kingdom" (cf. 5:3, 6). He made his inquiry while they were drinking wine, 
which was customarily served after the meal. 
p. 737 

Baxter says: 

Chapter vii. tells of Esther's second banquet to the king and Haman. It 
is a much changed Haman who now sits uneasily at the royal board. His mind 
is the more disturbed because his "wise men" and his wife Zeresh have said to 
him: "If Mordecai be of the seed of the Jews, before whom thou hast begun to 
fall, thou shalt not prevail against him, but shall surely fall before him" (vi. 
13). Yet Haman little guesses how suddenly he is now to be precipitated to his 
miserable end. In the king's sleepless night, and the exaltation of Mordecai, 
and the chagrin of Haman, and the now obvious good will of the king, Esther 
recognises the control of a higher Power, and knows that the moment to speak 
has come. 
p.274 

Bechtel says: 

... all eyes are trained on Esther as we wait for her to state her case. Two 
questions crowd to the foreground. First, will she do it? She has, after all, 
backed down or thought better of it twice before (5:4 and 5:8). Second, if she 
does at last seize the moment, how will she craft her argument? 
p.62 
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Breneman says: 

Haman had no idea of what was coming. Destruction and adversity can fall 
quickly. The banquet was planned following a previous banquet (5:3-8). This 
banquet would be the place where the conflict with Haman would come to a 
climax. Thus far Esther, Mordecai, and the reader knows that Haman's plot is 
going to be reversed. But only Esther has figured out how. 
p.347 

Bush says: 

"So the king and Haman came to dine with Queen Esther." After the last two 
acts, this almost laconic introduction to the sixth act is charged with tension and 
suspense. True, we have no doubt that Haman's demise awaits him or that the 
end result for Esther and her people will be deliverance, for the narrative has 
signaled in clear terms the certainty of each. The king has indicated by the very 
extravagance of his repeated promise to grant Esther as much as half of his 
empire that he has every intention of looking upon her request with the greatest 
favor, and through Esther's skillful stratagem, his very presence at this banquet 
amounts to a public pledge to fulfill her request ... 
p.431 

ironside says: 

It is hardly to be supposed that the remarkable happenings of the 
forenoon had all taken place without Esther's knowledge. We know that she 
was in daily communication, through her chamberlains, with her aged cousin; 
and there can scarcely be any question as to her having been made familiar 
with his sudden elevation to the imperial favor. This would account for the 
lack of hesitancy and the implicit confidence with which she prefers her 
request when "the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the queen" 
(v. 1). 
p. 191 
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Lucado says: 

If you find yourself dealing with people who are not playing by the biblical 
rules, who are underhanded, deceptive, dishonest, and self-serving, can you 
learn to see the advantage you have over them? In refusing to use their tactics 
and choosing to abide by biblical principles, you are under God's protection, 
and He has promised to honor you and to prosper you. 

A few years ago, while in the process of purchasing a newly built home, 
I found myself engaged in a conflict with one of the employees of the building 
firm. She was arrogant, rude, and terribly disrespectful to me, the customer. 
I responded as I knew a businessperson should: I was assertive, refused to talk 
to her, went to a higher authority, and demanded my rights ... 

Instead of raising my voice and demanding my rights, I could have been 
just as assertive by calmly repeating my concerns, refusing to allow the 
conversation to deteriorate to that low level. I could have been kind and polite; 
I could have stopped and quickly prayed for the woman; I could have thought 
about what bitterness and anger there was inside her to cause her to behave 
the way she did and allowed God to give me compassion for her. I could have 
done all that, but I missed the opportunity because I was too concerned with 
the way she was treating me. 

I'm not suggesting we become doormats, but we can control our reactions 
and respond in a Christlike manner, we actually have the advantage over the 
other person. When we take the world's way out, we often lose our Christian 
advantage, not to mention our testimony for Christ. 

When our business dealings are guided by biblical principles, it gives us 
a great advantage. 

p.96 

!Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

(from Workday Meditations 
by Mary Whelchel) 

7:1, 2 This is an introductory element for the events to follow. 
p.610 
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Wiersbe says: 

ESTHER 7 

The wise person knows what to say and how and when to say it (Prov. 
15:28; 16:23). In her brief reply to the king's question, Esther revealed her 
nationality (Esther 2: 10, 20), her danger, and the presence of an enemy in the 
palace. She gave no names but waited to see the reaction of the king. God 
gives us the wisdom we need when we need it (James 1:5). 

What a blow to the king's pride to learn that the man he had promoted 
and honored was only a self-seeking traitor. "As messengers of death is the 
king's wrath" (Prov. 16:14). Haman took Mordecai's place on the gallows, and 
the king's anger was appeased: "The righteous is delivered from trouble, and it 
comes to the wicked instead" (Prov. 11:8). 

Beware if you are digging a pit for an enemy, you may fall in it yourself 
(Ps. 7:14-16). An enemy is a costly thing, a luxury that is too expensive to 
maintain. 
p.276 

Wiersbe says: 

When they arrived at Esther's palace apartment, neither the king nor 
Haman knew that Esther was a Jewess. Haman was probably still distressed 
because of the events of the day, but he composed himself and hoped to enjoy 
the banquet. This is the seventh banquet recorded in the Book of Esther. 
p. 137 

Wiersbe says further: 

God' long-suffering led Haman into thinking he was safe. "Because 
sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of 
the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil" (Ecc. 8:11, NKJV) . God's long
suffering today is an opportunity for people to repent (2 Peter 3:9), but our 
sinful world thinks it means God won't judge sinners at all. "For when they 
say, 'Peace and safety!' then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor 
pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape" (1 Thes. 5:3, NKJV). 

p. 737 
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[ v.-~md as they Yiftll dd11kini: »:ill~ 211 that sec<md day. the ki11g agai11 asked. 
"Queen Esther. what is your petition? It will be giyen you. What is your 
r~guest? Even yp to half the kin~dom. it will be ~anted." 

rfhe NET Bible translates verse 2: 

On t he second day of the banquet of wine the king asked Esther , "What 
is your request, Queen Esther? It shall be granted to you. And what is 
your petit ion? Ask up to half the kingdom, and it shall be done!" 

Peterson paraphrases verse 2: 

At this second dinner, while t hey were drinking wine the king again 
asked, "Queen Esther , what would you like? Half of my k ingdom! J ust 
ask and it's yours." 

As they are concluding the second banquet that Esther has provided for them, 
the king again asks TWO QUESTIO S· 

CD "QUEEN ESTHER1 WHAT I21.0U.E:..PETITION?') 

(j) "WHAT ~ Y~ REQUESTJ'J 

Following QUESTION #1 he promises: 

'IT WILL BE GIVEN YOU." 

Following QUESTION #2 he says: 

"EVEN UP TO HALF THE KINGDOM, IT WILL BE GRANTED." 

It is really wonderful that Xerxes addresses her as "QUEEN ESTHER." 

Esthf't' Lecture Notes Stuch115 - E>;thPr i·l 8 17.due 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

During the banquet the king again asked Esther her request, and again he 
promised that he would grant it to her ... 

Bechtel says: 

Before we consider her case, however, we need to take stock of her 
timing. If we thought that Esther missed the perfect moment when she passed 
up her chance to reveal her request at the first banquet (5:6-7), providence has 
accommodated her here with an even more advantageous one. Once again the 
wine is flowing, suggesting the king's receptivity. Indeed, there is slightly 
more emphasis on alcohol in this chapter, with the usual word for "banquet" 
being replaced in verse 1 with a word that is usually associated with drinking 
(the NRSV translates it "feast"). Remember, too, all that has transpired in the 
interim. Ahasuerus has Mordecai's loyalty fresh in his mind. Haman has 
erected a six-story stake on which to impale Mordecai. (This circumstantial 
evidence will not go over well in a moment.) And finally, Haman is almost 
certainly rattled. His experience of having to honor his worst enemy publicly 
has to have affected his emotional equilibrium. From Esther's perspective, 
then, it is prime time. 
p.62 

MacArthur says: 

7:2 second day. The first day reference point included the first 
banquet. This refers to the second banquet on the second day (cf. 5:8). what is 
your request? This was the third time that the king had inquired (cf. 5:3, 6). 
p.560 

f<~~t he1·/Lect 111·c ~otc>;;/St udy#5 Est hN 'i: 1-8: I 'i.do<' 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

22 

McGee says: 

For the third time the king, seeing the anxiety of the queen, said to her: 
"Tell me the thing that is in your heart." And now this noble queen comes to 
the height of her courage. She does the thing that she has not done heretofore, 
she identifies herself with her people. At the beginning of this Book, Mordecai 
and Esther were as unlovely as any two people one could come to know. But 
before this story is ended, and at this particular juncture, they are outstanding 
in their loyalty to God. This act now lifts Mordecai and Esther to the sublime 
position of fearless loyalty held by Daniel the Prophet who stood for God in a 
pagan court. 
p.65 

Patrick & Lowth say: 

When his heart was merry, and highly delighted with his entertainment. 
p.698 
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£ Then Queen Esther answered. "!(I haY.!l foiin!l f!ll'.Q[ with you. 0 kini:. and 
~fit pleases your majesty. grant me my life-this is my petition. And 
spare my people-this is my request. 

The NET Bible translates verse 3: 

Queen Esther replied, "If I h ave met with your approval, 0 king, and if 
t he king is so inclined, grant me my life as my r equest, and my people as 
my petit ion . 

Peterson paraphrases verse 3: 

Queen Esther an swered, "If I have found favor in your eyes, 0 King, and 
if it please t he king, give me my life, and give my people t heir lives. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

This t ime Esther got r ight t o the point and gave her petition and request ... 
life for her and her people. 
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As Queen Esther begins to speak, she prefaces her petition and request with 
TWO STATEMENTS: 

C!) "IF I HAVE FOUND FAVOR WITH YOU, 0 KING" and 

(5) "IF IT PLEASES YOUR MAJESTY." 

Then she begins to give first her PETITION and then herJlEQUEST:. She 
uses the very words that Xerxes Iias used on prior occasions when he asked the 
QUESTIONS: 

()) "WHAT IS YOUR PETITION?" 

(!) "WHAT IS YOUR REQUEST?" 

So she divides it into TWO PARTS: 

© "GRANT ME MY LIFE, THIS IS MY PETITION" and 

~ "SPARE MY PEOPLE-THIS IS MY RE UEST." 

It is "MY LIFE" that is "MY PETITION." 

It is the sparing of "MY PEOPLE" that is "MY REQUEST." 

Baldwin says: 

The terse statement was full of pent-up feeling, and would raise more 
questions than it answered in the mind of the king, whose curiosity was now 
fully aroused. 
p.92 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

She unmasked Haman, but by doing so she revealed her own identity without 
knowing what the king's reaction would be. The king must have looked at her 
in stunned silence when she asked for her life and also for the lives of her 
people. It probably took him some time to grasp the fact that she also was a 
Jew. 
p.737 

Breneman says: 

The king must have been startled and perplexed. What was Esther's life in 
danger? She did not tell him in this verse who her people were. Esther 
realized that it was a life-and-death matter, and she risked her life to do 
something about it. Esther must have remembered Vashti's fate and thought 
of the possible severity of her own actions. This did not stop her, but rather 
she continued her heroic actions. 
p.348 

Bush says: 

The greatest suspense arises, of course, in regard to the king. Despite 
his favorable promises and the public pledge that Esther has been able to 
extract from him, he has shown himself to be a weak and unstable despot who 
is moved by the whim of the moment and is ruled by pride and ostentation
one who can carelessly consign a whole people to oblivion with an offhand 
comment. It is most uncertain, then, what his response will be, or whether he 
will make one at all, when Esther's request pits the most favored of his 
courtiers against the most favored of his wives. 
p.431 
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Ironside says: 

Knowing that her lord's favor is toward her, she pleads both her own 
cause, and her people's. She petitions him to spare their and her life. 

How surprised must the king have been to hear her so speak. Who 
would dare seek the life of his beloved queen? And who could her people be 
who were thus placed in jeopardy of their lives? It is to be remembered that 
Esther's kindred had not yet been made known to the king. He was in 
ignorance of the fact that she was a Jewess. 
p. 192 

J obes says: 

King Xerxes repeats exactly his words spoken at the previous banquet, 
"What is your petition? ... What is your request?" In the king's rhetoric, the 
two words "petition" and "request" refer to the one and the same desire of 
Esther. Her reply is rhetorically structured exactly as was his question:" ... 
grant me my life-this is my petition. And spare my people-this is my 
request." By framing her response using the king's rhetoric, Esther is saying 
that her life and the life of her people are one and the same. Her destiny is one 
with her people. 
p. 164 

Larson & Dahlen say: 

Esther used the king's own phrasing but with a twist. Whereas the king's 
repetitive phrasing signified a single appeal, Esther used them to present two 
pleas. Yet her two requests are inseparably linked because she dared to 
identify herself with the Jews. In that moment of solidarity with her people, 
she placed herself at great risk, since she did not know what the king would do. 
p.348 
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Lucado says: 

At the end of the second banquet Xerxes begs Esther to ask for something. 
Esther looks sort of sheepishly at the floor and says, "Well, now that you 
mention it, there is one eensy weensy favor I've been wanting to ask." And she 
proceeds to inform the king about the raging anti-Semite who was hell-bent on 
killing her friends like rats, which meant that Xerxes was about to lose his 
bride if he didn't act soon, and you don't want that, do you honey? 
p. 148 

MacArthur says: 

7:3 my people. This plea paralleled God's message through Moses to 
Pharaoh, "Let my people go," almost 1,000 years earlier (Ex. 7:16). 
p.560 

McGee says: 

When Esther spoke, it was a frightful thing that she revealed. Both the king 
and Haman were startled because neither of them knew her nationality. Her 
request was that her life and the lives of her people be spared. 
p. 570 
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Roberts says: 

Finally the time had come for Esther to present her petition. Notice how 
she addressed the king with language that acknowledged his sovereignty and 
his need for royal recognition: ''If I have found favor in your sight, 0 king, and 
if it pleases the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my 
request" (v. 3). The last phrase would more correctly read: "and the life of my 
people at my request." Notice that Esther did not identify her people as 
Jewish. She emphasized only the threat upon her own life-something the 
king would certainly have taken seriously. Then Esther presented the reason 
for her desperate request: ''For we have been sold, my people and I, to be 
destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated" (v. 4). Actually, she and her 
people had been sold by the king when he accepted money from Haman in 
exchange for permission to slaughter the Jews (3:9-11), but Esther wisely 
omitted this detail. She used the exact language of the royal decree penned by 
Haman, which commands Persians "to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all the 
Jews" (3:12). 
p.404 

Swindoll says: 

The second banquet is the event-the moment- that breaks the silence. 
Once again, it's just the three of them: the king, the queen, and the prime 
minister. 

"What is your petition?" the king asks Esther. "What is your request?" 
He's already asked the two other times: when she first approached him 

and he held out his scepter, and then at the first banquet, but Esther never 
answered him, because the time wasn't right. Esther had a sensitive ear, a 
wise heart; she sensed something wasn't quite right. So, she didn't push it. 
She knew when to act-and she knew when to wait. 

Are you as sensitive as that? Do you know when to listen? Do you know 
when to speak up-and when to keep quiet? Do you know how much to say as 
well as when to say it? Do you have the wisdom to hold back until the right 
moment? Those things make a difference, you know. Obviously, nobody bats a 
thousand on matters such as this, but the question is: Are you sufficiently in 
tune with God to read His subtle signals? It's easy to jump at the first sighting 
of the fog's lifting. 

Esther, though trapped in that fog-bound silence, that little space of 
limited sight, had not told all that she had on her heart. The time was not 
right. She sensed that. Until this moment, she hadn't even told the king that 
she was Jewish. But now the right moment had arrived to break the silence. 
p. 130 
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Unger says: 

Since the first banquet the situation had changed so drastically that when the 
king urged Esther to state her petition, she was able to do so boldly. How 
amazed was the king to find Esther begging for her life and the life of her 
people. 
p.666 

Wiersbe says: 

She made it clear from the beginning that she depended on the favor of 
the king and wasn't trying to tell him what to do. She also said that her desire 
wasn't to please herself but to please the king. This was good psychology, 
especially when dealing with a chauvinistic monarch like Ahasuerus. 
p. 138 

Wiersbe says: 

During the previous twenty-four hours, Esther had probably rehearsed 
this speech many times; and now God gave her the strength to deliver it. 
Remember, she was taking her life in her hands, for if the king rejected her 
plea, that was the end. 
p. 737 
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(The Red Sea Rules: Ten God-Given Strategies for Difficult Times by Robert J. 
Morgan) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- Robert J. Morgan, 
2001. 

The Bible likens Satan to five different animals. In Genesis 3, he's a 
serpent trying to deceive God's people; in Matthew 13, a bird trying to despoil 
God's harvest. In John 10, Jesus considers him a wolf attacking God's flock. 
He's a lion trying to devour God's children in 1 Peter 5; and in Revelation 12, 
he's a dragon wanting to destroy God's Son. 
p.32 

When things are going badly, when you feel trapped between sword and 
sea, when you're under assault, acknowledge the devil-but keep your eyes on 
Christ. 

He will see you through. He will make a way. 
p.38 
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L~r l awl my 11~0111& have been sold for destruction and sla11ehlllr and 
annihilation. If we had merely been sold as male and female slayes. 
I would haye kept guiet. because no such distress would justify 
disturbin" the kin" ." 

rfhe NET Bible translates verse 4: 

For we h ave been sold- bot h I and my people-to destruction and to 
slaughter and to annihilation! If we had simply been sold as male and 
female slaves, I would h ave remained silent, for such distress would not 
have been sufficient for troubling the king." 

Peterson paraphrases verse 4: 

"We've been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed-sold to be 
massacred, eliminated. If we had just been sold off into slavery, 
I wouldn't even have brought it up; our troubles wouldn't h ave been 
worth bothering the king over ." 

Here in verse 4 Esther explains the REASON for her "petition" and her 
"request'': 

"I AND MY PEOPLE HA VE BEEN SOLD." 

Esther is referring to the huge amount of MONEY that Haman promised to 
hC'lp carry out this serious threat. 

She then uses the verv words of t he edict. "[WEJ HAVE BEEN SOLD FOR": 

"DESTRUCTION," 

"SLAUGHTER," and 

"ANNIHILATION." 

l~:-'tiwl' Lcctm·p Not<>"/Stud)#5 E~thc r 1:1·8:17 doc-
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She then CONCLUDES her r emarks in verse 4 by telling the king: 

"IF WE HAD MERELY BEEN SOLD AS MALE AND FEMALE 
SLAVES, I WOULD HA VE KEPT QUIET." 

The REASON: 

"NO SUCH DISTRESS WOULD JUSTIFY DISTURBING THE KING." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

It was now clear to Xerxes what her nationality was ... She explained that all 
her people had been sold (i.e. , the king was offered a bribe by Haman; cf. 3:9; 
4:7) into extinction ... Showing her subservient position to the king, she added 
that if they had merely been sold into slavery she certainly would not have 
bothered the king. Esther's statement not only shows the unbelievable power 
of the king, but also the condition to which she was reduced. Esther may have 
been apprehensive, not knowing if the king would grant her request. It was 
quite possible that he would fly into a rage, as he had done with Vashti ... 

Allen & Laniak say: 

Esther has not gone to the king to seek an exception for herself; nor is 
she only the spokesperson for her people. She has merged her identity-and 
destiny-with theirs. "I and my people have been sold for destruction," 
she says, and then continues by using the word "we." 
p.243 

Bechtel says: 

All ambiguity is eliminated in the written text of the edict, however, 
which specifies not only that the Jews be destroyed, but that they be killed and 
annihilated as well (3: 13). Thus, what may have been uncertain at the oral 
level is made painfully plain in writing. 
p.64 
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Bechtel says further: 

She begins by saying, "For we have been sold ... " (v. 4). In doing so she starts 
where Ahasuerus is. If he is under the impression that he has "merely" sold a 
group of his subjects into slavery, for example, this way of beginning may help 
him make the connection between that decision and her situation. Yet, by 
qualifying this with the next phrase, "to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be 
annihilated," she diplomatically points out that he has been duped. 
p.64 

DuITT!id says: 

Esther also backed up her request with reasons. Why was her petition 
to the king necessary? It was necessary because she and her people had been 
sold to be destroyed, killed and annihilated. Here Esther is simply quoting 
verbatim from the royal edict. 
p.87 

Henry says: 

To move the king the more she suggests she and her people were bought and 
sold. They had not sold themselves by any offence against the government, but 
were sold to gratify the pride and revenge of one man. That it was not their 
liberty only, but their lives that were sold. "Had we been sold" (says she) "into 
slavery, I would not have complained; for in time we might have recovered our 
liberty, though the king would have made but a bad bargain of it. Whatever 
had been paid for us, the loss of so many industrious hands out of his kingdom 
would have been more damage to the treasury than the price would 
countervail." We are sold (says she) to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. 
She refers to the words of the decree (ch. iii. 13), which aimed at nothing short 
of their destruction. 
p.510 
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Uamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed-ie., by the cruel and 
perfidious scheme of that man, who offered an immense sum of money to 
purchase our extermination. Esther dwelt on his contemplated atrocity, in a 
variety of expressions, which both evinced the depth of her emotions, and were 
intended to awaken similar feelings in the king's breast. 
p.358 

Keil & Delitzsch say: 

Thus Esther says, ver. 4: The enemy has determined upon the total destruction 
of my people. If he only intended to bring upon them grievous oppression, even 
that most grievous oppression of slavery, I would have been silent, for the 
enemy is not worthy that I should vex or annoy the king by my accusation. 
pp. 364-5 

MacArthur says: 

sold. This refers back to Haman's bribe (cf. 3:9; 4:7). destroyed ... killed .. 
. annihilated. Esther recounted the exact language of Haman's decree (cf. 
3:13). 
p.560 
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McGee says: 

When Esther spoke, it was a frightful thing that she revealed. Both the king 
and Haman were startled because neither of them knew her nationality. Her 
request was that her life and the lives of her people be spared. When 
Mordecai, her uncle, had entered her in the beauty contest and also when she 
had become queen, he had instructed her not to tell her nationality, not to 
reveal to anyone that she was a Jewess. So she had kept this fact to herself all 
of this time. 

Haman, as you remember, had gotten an edict from the king that all the 
Jews in the kingdom were to be destroyed. He did not know that the queen 
was a Jewess. She now identifies herself with her people. So far removed that 
she did not even want to be known as a Jewess, she now takes her place with 
her condemned people. For her to do this in that day was also to identify 
herself with her religion and with her God, because they both go together. 
p.232 

Patrick & Lowth say: 

For Haman had offered a great sum of money to purchase their destruction. 
She uses so many words, that she might express the outrageous mischief 
intended against them, which was no less than their extermination. 
p.699 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

7:3, 4 Esther repeated her address of 5:8 and now added her request. 
let my life be given: Esther asked the king to spare her life and the lives of 
her people. This latter appeal was an impassioned plea to the king in which 
she also disclosed her true identity to him for the first time. Esther told the 
king that she and her fellow Jewish people have been sold, referring to 
Haman's bribe to the king in 3:9. 
p.610 

f<;-.thedLert 111·p Not! s/8t ud) #5 Es th( r 'i. 1-8: 17.dcl(' 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

36 

Swindoll says: 

Talk about the power of a woman! Can you believe Esther's diplomacy 
and sensitivity, even in the midst of pleading for her life and the lives of her 
people? "If we were only being sold into slavery, I wouldn't have troubled you 
with this matter. You have so many important matters to worry about, I 
wouldn't have bothered you. But he wants to annihilate us!" Esther 
beautifully portrays in this moment the character qualities of greatness. Her 
husband is all ears! 
p. 131 

Unger says: 

Boldly, but of necessity, Esther made full confession of her nationality and 
risked her own fate and that of her race on the momentary impulse of the fickle 
monarch, despite his recent gratitude to one of her race and his present mood 
of cordiality to her. Had not divine providence been operating so wonderfully 
all along, even these favorable tokens would have proved insufficient grounds 
of reliance for safety and deliverance. 
p.666 
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do~ Xerxes asked Queen Esther. "Who is he? Wbere is the man who has 
~ dared to do such a thin~?" 

rI'he NET Bible translates verse 5: 

Then King Ahasuerus responded to Queen Esther , "Who is this 
individual? Where is this person to be found who is presumptuous 
enough to act in this way?" 

Peterson paraphrases verse 5: 

King Xerxes exploded, "Who? Where is he? This is monstrous!" 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

However , this time the king did not become furious. He requested more 
information about who was doing such a thing to Esther and her people. 
Undoubtedly a look of terror was on Haman's face as he realized that he was 
about to be exposed before the most powerful man on t he face of the earth. 

I peri::.onally do not feel that King Xerxes was just asking these questions 
without some HIGH EMOTIONAL INVOLVEMENT. 

r Peterson is right in saying: 1 
King Xerxes exploded, "Who? Where is he? This is monstrous!" 

In verse 5 King Xerxes has TWO QUESTIONS: 

0 "\VHO IS HE?" 

"WHERE IS THE MAN WHO HAS DARED TO DO SUCH A 
THING?" 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

5 The king's reaction was immediate and wrathful. He demanded to know who 
had dared to do such a thing. He must have felt that the plot to kill the Jews 
that also encompassed his wife was a personal affront. Either he ignored his 
complicity in the affaii·, or he felt that he had been duped into agreeing to the 
Jews' destruction. A careful reading of ch. 3 shows that Haman did not 
mention the Jews by name; so perhaps the king was unaware of the full 
contents of the decree he had signed. 
p.737 

Dugyid says: 

The queen's argument hit home. The king's anger was stirred and he 
responded with another double-barreled question: "Who is he, and where is he, 
who has dared to do this?" (Esth. 7:5). A tempting answer for Esther might 
have been to say to the king what the prophet Nathan said in his confrontation 
with David: ''You are the man!" (2 Sam. 12:7). After all, none of these events 
could have happened without the king's complicity. But that was not the goal 
of her speech. Not all injustices can be set right in the course of earthly events. 
p.89 

HenIT says: 

We sometimes startle at the mention of that evil which yet we ourselves are 
chargeable with. Ahasuerus is amazed at that wickedness which he himself 
was guilty of; for he consented to that bloody edict against the Jews. Thou art 
the man, might Esther too truly have said. 
p.510 

Keil & Delitzsch say: 

The king, whose indignation was excited by what he had just heard, asks with 
an agitation, shown by the repetition of the ... : "Who is he, and where is he, 
whose heart hath filled him (whom his heart hath filled) to do so?'' Evil thoughts 
proceed from the heart, and fill the man, and impel him to evil deeds ... 
p.365 
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Larson & Dahlen say: 

With a sense of outrage, King Xerxes asked, Who is he? Where is the man 
who has dared to do such a thing? Xerxes apparently had no recollection 
of anything Esther described. As easily as he had consigned a people to 
destruction, he just as easily forgot about the whole thing. But Haman was 
keenly aware of all that was happening. 
p. 348 

McGee says: 

The king is startled. He doesn't dream that there is any such thing taking 
place in his kingdom. He apparently does not recognize even yet who the 
people are to be slain. Frankly, this man had little regard for life. If you read 
the secular campaign of Xerxes which he made into Europe against Greece, you 
will find that he threw men about as if they all were expendable. He lost 
thousands and thousands of men in that campaign, and it did not disturb him 
one bit. Human life was very cheap in that day. The thing that now disturbs 
him is that they are the people of Esther. His queen is in mortal danger. So 
the king asks, "Who is he? Where is he? Who would presume to do such a 
thing?" 
p.571 

Patrick & Lowth say: 

It seemed incredible that any man should entertain such a thought (for the 
king, I suppose, had forgot the decree Haman had obtained from him), to cut 
off a whole nation. In the Hebrew the words are, "Who is he whose heart hath 
filled him to do so?" A speech like that in the New Testament, Acts v. 3, "Why 
hath Satan filled thine heart?" Made thee so daring and presumptuous. 
p.699 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

7:5 Esther's speech had a dramatic effect on the king. She had aroused 
more than his curiosity. He was angry. The life of his own queen was in 
danger because of a plot by one of his trusted men. The phrase dare presume 
in his heart reflects the depths of the king's passion here. 
p.610 

Swindoll says: 

At this point, I confess that my response might have been something 
like, "What do you mean, 'who is he'? You were there when Haman proposed 
this heinous thing. You gave him your seal to sign the edict. What do you 
mean, 'who is he?' Open your eyes!" Thankfully, I wasn't there to blow it. 
p. 131 

Swindoll says: 

No barrier is too high, no chasm is too wide for Him, because He is not limited 
by space or time, by the visible or the invisible. Remember, He lives in a realm 
that transcends all that. He is all-powerful. And when God is ready to move, 
He moves. And when He does, hang on. You're in for the ride of your life. 

Realizing that her moment had arrived, Esther neither stammered nor 
hesitated. 
p. 132 

iUnger says: 

The king was overwhelmed that his queen and her people had been sold to 
destruction. This was his punishment for his callousness and carelessness in 
consenting originally to Haman's plot with little or no deliberation (3:10-11). 
But is hard to imagine that he did not know or had entirely forgotten who had 
been responsible for instituting this nefarious pogrom barely two months 
previously (cf. 3:7; 8:9). Apparently he had not cared until the horror of it 
boomeranged and touched him by touching his queen. 
p.666 
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r-::;i Esther said. "The adversazy and enemy is this vile Haman." 
...__-1) was terrified before the kin~ and Queen. 

The NET Bible translates verse 6: 

Then Haman 

Esther replied, "The oppressor and enemy is this evil Haman!" Then 
Haman became terrified in the presence of t he king and queen . 

Peterson paraphrases verse 6: 

"An enemy. An adversary. This evil Haman ," said Esther. Haman was 
terror-stricken before the king and queen . 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Haman must have known that his execution was assured now t hat "fate" was 
working against him. Esther revealed that vile Haman was the enemy ... 

Esther must have spoken with some pl'et ty stron g, firm words when she said: 

1. "THE ADVERSARY," 

2. "THE ... ENEMY," 

3. "IS THIS VILE HAMAN." 

Haman was rightly responding in TERROR before... the king and queen because 
his DOOM HAS BEEN ASSURED. 

Estlw1 Lec·tun Note,,,Study#5 E8thn i·l-8:17.doc 
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Allen & Laniak say: 

Esther articulates her request with clear resolve. She is asking the king 
to make a critical choice between his queen and his prime minister. Her 
request is crisp, and she delivers an accusation without so much as hinting at 
the king's complicity. Like Nathan with David, she elicits the king's anger 
before identifying the culprit (2 Sam. 12:1-6). Once Xerxes hears of this 
unnamed threat to herself and her people (compare 3:8), he is agitated 
(indicated by the Hebrew syntax) into demanding details: ''Who is he? Where 
is the man who has dared to do such a thing?" Without hesitation, she 
answers (with similar staccato in Hebrew), "The adversary and enemy is 
this vile Haman" (v.6). Her enemy is now his enemy and thus The Enemy. 
p.244 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

6 Without hesitation Esther identified Haman as the enemy. Haman was 
struck with terror by the accusation, for he knew that his fate was 
automatically sealed by Esther's words. 
p. 737 

Breneman says: 

Esther's answer was short and exact, "This vile Haman." She made her case as 
strong and clear as possible. By announcing Haman as the guilty person, she 
revealed her Jewishness. Haman must have felt doomed immediately because 
he realized he had not condemned to death just a people from another land, for 
that had never bothered him. What was troubling was that the king's favorite 
wife also was a Jew. This would be certain trouble for Haman. "Haman was 
terrified," and he had every right to be afraid for his life. His plots and lies had 
now been uncovered by the one who had more power than he, the king. 
p.349 
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Bush says: 

Esther responds in like vein to the king's angry question. Here also the 
parallel pair of short, three-membered nominal clauses consisting of words of 
one and two syllables and particularly the rhythmic structure of the second 
clause (v. 6a; see Form/Structure/Setting) well catch the force of her angry 
and biting accusation: "A hateful man and an enemy! This vile Haman!" One 
can almost see her emphasizing each sharp word with a stabbing finger 
pointing at Haman! 
p.432 

Henry says: 

Esther plainly charges Haman with it before his face: "Here he is, let him 
speak for himself, for therefore he is invited: The adversary and enemy is this 
wicked Haman (v. 6); it is he that has designed our murder." 
p.510 

Ironside says: 

It is easy to cherish a feeling of contempt and disgust for so low and vile 
a character as Haman. But it is well to remember, that in every man's heart is 
found the same evil thing, which when brought to its full fruition, appears so 
abominable in the ungodly Agagite. "The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked," and God asks the question, "who can know it?" (Jer. 
17:9). He solemnly answers Himself: "I the LORD search the heart, I try the 
reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his doings" (Jer. 17:10). It is "out of the heart," says the Lord Jesus, that all 
kinds of evil things proceed, and He names "evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These are the things which 
defile a man," He adds (Matt. 15:19-20). We desire affectionately to remind the 
reader, lest any should be in danger of forgetting it, that it is the grace of God 
alone which makes one man to differ from another. 
pp. 192-3 
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Jobes says: 

Esther answers both the "who" and the "where" with her succinct accusation: 
"A man hateful and hostile! This wicked Haman!" (pers. trans.) 
p. 165 

Lucado says: 

Xerxes demands the name of the murderer, and Haman looks for the 
exits. Esther spills the beans, and Xerxes loses his cool. He storms out the 
door to take a Prozac only to return and find Haman at the feet of Esther. 
Haman is begging for mercy, but the king thinks he's making a move on the 
queen. And before Haman has a chance to explain, he's headed to the same 
gallows he'd build for Mordecai. 
p. 148 

MacArthur says: 

this wicked Haman. Similar to Nathan's famous accusation against King 
David, ''You are the man" (2 Sam. 12:7). Haman's honor had quickly turned to 
humiliation, and then to horror. 
p.560 

McGee says: 

God is moving behind the scenes. God is watching over His own. No 
weapon formed against Israel will prosper. God is going to bless those who 
bless the Jews and curse those who curse the Jews. The providence of God is 
going to keep the children of Israel. 
p.571 
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Parker says: 

. Why was he afraid? Nothing had been stated but simple fact: is it 
possible that a man can be terrified by being reminded of simple reality? We 
may go farther in this case, and by going farther may increase our wonder. 
Could not Haman defend himself? Was it not open to him to say to king 
Ahasuerus, That is certainly true, but nothing has been done without the 
king's consent, and no writing has been sent forth that was not sealed with the 
royal signet: what the queen has said is perfectly true, but I must hide myself 
behind the king's authority? Not a word did he say: he simply burned with 
shame; his cheeks were red with fire. How is this? The answer is plain 
enough. We do many things with the king's signet which we have no business 
to do. We may be very careful about our little cordon of facts, but all this 
amounts to nothing so long as the heart accuses itself. 
p.351 

Parker says: 

Cowardice is traceable to consciousness of wrong-doing. Haman said to 
himself, I got the letters, but I ought not to have got them; I could take off this 
ring and show it to his majesty, but the ring would take fire and burn me if I 
held it up under such circumstances; no, I am a murder and I am discovered. 
p. 352 

!Parker says: 

Now he says, Let the dog live! Let the bad man take care! Judas 
Iscariot, be on thy guard! Heaven is against thee, and thine own hell hates 
thee. "There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked." You are very clever, 
you only are asked to the king's banquet, you are entrusted with the king's 
seal, you are chancellor, premier, leader,-"Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall." "How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the 
morning!" The success of bad men is their failure. 
pp. 352-3 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

7:6 Esther finally exposed the culprit. It was none other than Haman, 
the adversary and enemy, "the fierce enemy." It is no wonder that Haman 
was terrified before Esther and the king. In his evil plan to kill his enemy, he 
had unwittingly threatened the queen's life. 
p.610 

Unger says: 

Then Haman was afraid ("dumbfounded," in the sense of being completely 
"taken by surprise" ... 
p.666 

Wiersbe says: 

Ahasuerus had already received one surprise when he learned the 
nationality of his queen; and now he would be hit with another: His favorite 
officer was the adversary and enemy who had plotted the whole thing. Esther 
didn't reveal that Haman, like the king, had just learned from her own lips 
that she was a Jewess. Perhaps Ahasuerus concluded that Haman's crime was 
wanting to slay the queen and that he had decided to accomplish it by killing 
all the Jews. For that matter, maybe Haman was part of the Bigthan-Teresh 
conspiracy that Mordecai had exposed, a conspiracy to murder the king! 
p. 140 
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[ y, ~ kin~ wt UP in a rage, left. hi~ wine and w~nt Qllt int2 the pala~e 
~arden. But Haman. reahzm~ that the km~ had already decided his 
fate. stayed behind to be~ Queen Esther for his life. 

rfhe NET Bible translates verse 7: 

In rage t he king ar ose from the ba nquet of wine and wit hdrew to the 
pa lace garden. Meanwhile, Haman stood to beg Esther t he queen for h is 
life, for he realized tha t the king had now determined a catastr ophic end 
for him. 

!Peterson paraphrases verse 7: 

The king, r aging, left his wine and st alked out into the palace garden. 
Ha ma n stood t her e pleading with Queen Esther for his life-he could see 
that the king was finished with him and that he was doomed. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Now the king was filled with rage (cf. 1:12 and cf. Ha man's anger on two 
occasions, 3:5; 5:9). The reason why the king left the palace to go outside to his 
palace garden is not given . It h as been su ggested t hat he went ou t to cont rol 
his anger, but that is unlikely in view of his other behavior. Other s have 
suggested that he was thinking up a way to execute H am an legally, but that is 
unlikely becau se any word of the king was law . Other s have said that Xerxes 
was trying to figure out a way to spare Esther and her nation . Whatever the 
reason , Esther and Haman were left together in the banquet hall. 

In response to this revelation by Esther that Haman was the one responsible 
for all of this, "THE KING GOT UP IN A RAGE." This is just according to 
form. We read back in: 

But when the attendants delivered the king's command, Queen Vashti 
refused to come. Then the king became furious and burned wit h anger. 
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Obviously Xerxes has a VERY SHORT FUSE. This time he's not going to call 
upon his cabinet to help him make a decision in this situation. He is reflecting 
on his own about what needs to be done and how he should go about it. 

Haman is already convinced of what is going to happen and the fact that he is 
doomed and that Xerxes has "ALREADY DECIDED HIS FATE." 

"[HE] STAYED BEHIND TO BEG QUEEN ESTHER FOR HIS LIFE." 

How ironic as the wheels of fate turn, that first Esther is begging for her life 
with the king. Now Haman is begging for his life with the queen. 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

7 The enraged king arose abruptly and went into the palace garden. The 
situation created a dilemma for the king because he could hardly condemn 
Haman for carrying out orders that bore his royal seal. Xerxes probably 
needed some time to collect his thoughts before acting. Haman, knowing that 
the king had already decided his fate, remained to beg Esther for his life. 
p.737 

Heney says: 

The king retires in anger. He rose from table in a great passion, and went into 
the palace garden to cool himself and to consider what was to be done, v. 7. He 
blames himself, that he should be such a fool as to doom a guiltless nation to 
destruction, and his own queen among the rest, upon the base suggestions of a 
self-seeking man, without examining the truth of his allegations. 
p.510 
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Jobes says: 

Esther's words send Xerxes into an enraged quandary that drives him 
out of the banquet room and into the garden. In his commentary, M. Fox reads 
the questions circulating in Xerxes' mind. "Can he punish Haman for a plot he 
himself approved? If he does so, won't he have to admit his own role in the 
fiasco [and lose face]? Moreover, he has issued an irrevocable law; how then 
can he rescind it?"1 The king's dilemma will soon be resolved by Haman's 
further folly. 

1. Michael V. Fox, Character and Ideology in the Book of Esther, 86. 
p. 165 

Larson & Dahlen say: 

Haman, however, had a clear picture of his predicament, realizing that 
the king had already d ecid e d h is fate. Ironically, his journey from 
arrogant hatred to callous violence began when a Jew would not bow down to 
him; now, with his own life on the line, he groveled before a Jew. 
p.349 

Patrick & Lowth say: 

To take breath, and cool himself; being in a great commotion, by variety of 
passions boiling and struggling in him. for as he loved the queen, so he loved 
Haman; and yet was full of indignation that he should engage him in such an 
odious design. 
p.699 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

7:7 The king was astonished and furious. He left the room and went out 
to the palace garden. This must have been a very unusual act for an 
autocrat. Usually, he would be expected to respond immediately and rashly. 
However , this time he was so taken aback by the turn of events that he needed 
time to think. The king's enraged response alerted Haman to the 
precariousness of his situation. 
p.610 
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Wiersbe says: 

"The king got up in a r age, left his wine and went out into the palace 
garden" (7:7, NIV). We've already noted that Ahasuerus was a man with a 
short temper (1: 12); but on this occasion, his anger must have been volcanic. 
His masculine pride was hurt because he had misjudged the character of 
Haman. He had made a fool of himself by promoting Haman and by giving him 
so much influence. The king had also erred in approving t he decree without 
first weighing all the fact s (Prov. 18:13). As a result, he had endangered the 
lives of two very special J ews-Mordecai, who had saved his life, and Esther , 
his beloved wife . 
p . 140 

<Turning Points: Moments of Decision in the Presence of God by David 
Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright - David Jeremiah, 2005. 

A PRIDEFUL HEART 

So they come to you as people do, they sit before you as My people, and they hear 
your words, but they do not do them; for with their mouth they show much love, 
but their hearts pursue their own gain. 
EZEKIEL 33:31 

In the summer of 1986, two ships collided in the Black Sea off the coast 
of Russia. Hundreds of passengers died as they were hurled into the icy waters 
below. News of the disaster was further darkened when an investigation 
revealed the cause of the accident. It wasn't a technology problem like radar 
malfunction--or even thick fog. The cause was human stubbornness. 

Each captain was aware of the other ship's presence nearby. Both could 
have steered clear, but according to news reports, neither captain wanted to 
give way to the other. Each was too proud to yield first. By the time they came 
to their senses, it was too late. 

Pride gets in the way of good intentions. The Bible calls believers to 
have a humble heart, to watch out for one another. In your life journey, are 
you aware of those around you? 

Watch out for the other hearts that are cruising along the sea of life, and 
love the way you want to be loved. Practice humility. 
p.297 
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(Turning Points: Moments of Decision in the Presence of God by David 
J eremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright - David Jeremiah, 2005. 

IN GOD WE TRUST 

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will remember the name of 
the LORD our God. 
PSALM 20:7 

Before his 1971 fight with Joe Frazier, Muhammad Ali said, "There's not 
a man alive who can whup me." (He jabbed at the air with his blinding left.) 
"I'm too smart." (He tapped his head.) "I'm too pretty." (He showed the 
cameras his profile, like a bust on a pedestal.) "I am the greatest! I am the 
king! I should be on a postage stamp-that's the only way I'll get licked!" 
Then Ali lost to Frazier. 

When confidence in one's abilities and resources changes to pride and 
then becomes arrogance, there's trouble ahead: "Pride goes before destruction, 
and a haughty spirit before a fall" (Proverbs 16: 18). So how do we find the 
balance? Simply by remembering that every gift, ability, talent, and resource 
we have comes from God. 

There's nothing sinful about recognizing and confessing what God has 
provided, but the difference between self-confidence and Christ-confidence is 
found in who gets the credit. A good way to keep this thought at the forefront 
of our life is to practice the art of thanksgiving. It's hard to be too self
confident when we acknowledge we are nothing without God. 

Live confidently-as long as your confidence is in Christ. 
p.300 

Haman knew in his heart of hearts that he was doomed. It would be a waste of 
time for him to go out into the garden and to defend himself before the king. 
The only card he could play was to appeal to the benevolent heart of Queen 
Esther for his life. Thus, he remains in the banquet hall. 
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l x. ~ust as the king returned fu!m the palace garden to the banqyet hall. 
Ham~n wa~ fa_llmg on the couch where Esther was reclining. The king 
excla1~ed. Will he eyen molest the gueen while she is with me in the 
house. As soon as the word left the king's mouth. they coyered 
Haman's face. 

The NET Bible translates verse 8: 

When the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet of wine, 
Haman was throwing himself down on the couch where Esther was 
lying. The king exclaimed, "Will he also attempt to rape the queen while 
I am still in the building!" As these words left the king's mouth, they 
covered Haman's face. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 8: 

As the king came back from the palace garden into the banquet hall, 
Haman was groveling at the couch on which Esther reclined. The king 
roared out, "Will he even molest the queen while I'm just around the 
corner?" When that word left the king's mouth, all the blood drained 
from Haman's face . 

rrhe Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

While begging Esther to spare his life-though he realized that the 
king had already decided his fate-Haman fell on the couch ... on which 
Esther was reclining. Persians (and later Greeks, Romans, and Jews) 
reclined on couches when they ate. At just that moment (another so-called 
"happenstance" in the sovereignty of God) the king returned and accused 
Haman of assaulting the queen. However, Haman was not assaulting her 
but was merely falling on her couch. It is highly unlikely that Haman and 
Esther were alone in that banquet hall. No doubt people who were serving the 
meal and the guards were also present. The word they ... suggests that 
several people were there. What is meant by their covering Haman's face is 
uncertain. Probably they did this because Haman was now a doomed man, 
condemned to death. 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

The king's angry words were a sentence of death. Although there is no 
evidence that it was a Persian custom to cover the face of a condemned 
criminal before he was led away to execution, that was probably its meaning 
here. Esther looked on in silence as her enemy was led away. 
p. 737 

Baxter says: 

The king re-enters to find him thus; and, either in reality or in sarcastic 
pretence, misconstruing Haman's action as implying immoral motive, speaks 
words which immediately cause the attendants to remove Haman, with his 
face covered-the covering of the face being a Persian custom to indicate that a 
person was no longer fit to see the light. Without delay, Haman is sent to his 
doom. Before another sunrise sheds its light over Shushan, the corpse of 
Haman dangles fifty cubits aloft, on the very gallows which he himself had 
ca used to be made for Mordecai. 
p.275 

Breneman says: 

Haman, in typical Near Eastern form, probably grabbed the feet of Esther, 
kissed them, and begged for forgiveness.a Such action would explain why the 
king interprets Haman as about to "molest" Esther. The irony here is that 
Haman, who had demanded that Mordecai bow before him, was at the feet of 
the J ew Esther. 

3Moore, Esther, 72. See also Esth 8:3; 2 Kgs 4:27; Matt 28:9 

p. 350 

Breneman says: 

In Greek and Roman cultures criminals' faces were covered before 
taking them away to be executed. This may indicate the same practice, but we 
have no other evidence that it was customary in Persia ... 
p.350 
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Henry says: 

As soon as the king spoke an angry word they covered Haman's face, as a 
condemned man; they marked him for execution. Those that are hanged 
commonly have their faces covered. One of those that had been lately sent to 
Haman's house, to fetch him to the banquet, informed the king of the gallows 
which Haman had prepared for Mordecai, v.9. 
pp. 510-11 

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

they covered Haman's face-The import of this striking action is, that a 
criminal is unworthy any longer to look on the face of the king, and hence, 
when malefactors are consigned to their doom in Persia, the first thing is to 
cover the face with a veil or napkin. 
p . 359 

Keil & Delitzsch say: 

Without waiting for an explanation, the king, still more infuriated, passes 
sentence of death upon Haman. This is not given in so many words by the 
historian, but we are told immediately that: "as the word went out of the king's 
mouth, they covered Haman's face." . . . is not the speech of the king just 
reported, but the judicial sentence, the death warrant, i.e. the word to punish 
Haman with death. 
p.365 

McGee says: 

It is interesting to note that the servants did not make a move until the king 
spoke. They were simply standing by, watching. You see, the queen had not 
yet called for any help. She was too frightened and filled with fear to call for 
help. But when the king spoke, these great big fellows stepped up and took 
Haman. They not only placed him under palace guard but also under house 
arrest. 
p.572 
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Patrick & Lowth say: 

The king finding him in this posture, interpreted it, as if he were so imprudent 
as, before the king's face, and in his own palace, to offer violence to the queen's 
chastity. Not that he believed this was his intention; but in his furious passion 
he turned every thing to the worst sense, and made use of it to aggravate his 
crime. 
p.699 

Patrick & Lowth say: 

That he might not see the face of the king any more; or rather, as a man 
condemned, this told him his doom; for it is likely the king, when he saw him in 
that posture, made a sign what they should do with him, which immediately 
was performed. 
p.699 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

This sight enraged the king. As he spoke, they covered Haman's face. It is 
likely that it was the eunuchs who came and did this. The covering of his face 
signified that he was condemned to death. 
p.610 

Unger says: 

His preposterous accusation was meant to be a death sentence pronounced 
against Haman. The king's servants so interpreted the king's word and so 
covered Haman's face, indicating that he was to be executed and never 
again see the king's face. 
p.667 
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L· ;}hen Harbona, 211~ 2_f the eunuchs attimdi,111: the ki111:. said, "A i;all!)Ws 
~eyenty-fiye feet h1e-h stands by Haman s house. He had it made for 
Mordecai. who spoke yp to help the kine-.'' The kine- said. "H ijllg him on 
ill.: 

The NET Bible translates verse 9: 

Harbona, one of the king's eunuchs, said, "Indeed, there is the gallows 
that Haman made for Mordecai, who spoke out in the king's behalf. It 
stands near Haman's home and is seventy-five high." The king said, 
"Hang him on it!" 

Peterson paraphrases verse 9: 

Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, spoke up: "Look over 
there! There's the gallows that Haman had built for Mordecai, who 
saved the king's life. It's right next to Haman's house-seventy-five feet 
high!" The king said, "Hang him on it!" 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Harbona, one of the king's seven eunuchs ... told the king about the 
gallows which Haman had built during the previous night to kill Mordecai 
... Possibly Haman was hated by many people in the city of Susa, especially in 
government circles. Many might have been glad to see Haman killed. 
Harbona obviously knew of Haman's plot to kill Mordecai. 

Th.is ~ ~ ! Kt)} th 

1 J + h DV'>Crt-t> J fl/) C7f de ca 1 c/ l/aat at/\ 
US . I 

ID e,J-s -{-b k tI I tJ 1 
VV1 

ti etviq H- t lAJ\ 0 /'() 
- I I 

I r , 

---~ E-;therllRrt urc> NotP::;/8tudy#f) Esther i 1 ·8.1 i.doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

57 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

One of the king's eunuchs, Har bona, remembered the gallows that Haman had 
just erected for the execution of Mordecai and so informed the king. If the king 
had been considering mercy for Haman, the reminder that Haman had 
knowingly plotted the death of a man who had saved the king's life was 
sufficient to seal his fate. The king's immediate response was "Hang him on 
it!" 
p. 737 

Bechtel says: 

There is a sense in which Haman is condemned here by the excesses of 
his own ego. The extravagant height of the stake in Haman's back yard (see 
the discussion on p. 55 as to whether the instrument of execution is a gallows 
or a stake) is visible even from the palace. Freshly inspired by the sight, 
Ahasuerus issues his first direct order in the entire book. "Hang him on that," 
he says, and the servants are quick to comply. 
p.66 

MacArthur says: 

Haman heard the third capital offense charged against him. One, he 
manipulated the king in planning to kill the queen's people. Two, he was 
perceived to accost the queen. Three, he planned to execute a man whom the 
king had just honored for loyalty to the kingdom. 
p.560 
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G· i{so they hanged Haman QD the i:alliiws he had prepared for M2rdecai . 
._t.;: _____ Then the kin~'s fury subsided. 

The NET Bible translates verse 10: 

So they hanged Haman on the very gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. The king's rage then abated. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 10: 

So Haman was hanged on the very gallows that he had built for 
Mordecai. And the king's hot anger cooled. 

I have seen a wicked and ruthless man 
flourishing like a green tree in its native soil, 

but he soon passed away and was no more; 
though I looked for him, he could not be found. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

At the king's orders, Haman was taken and hanged ... on his own gallows 
... The tables had now been turned, but the Jews were still left with a major 
problem. The king's edict to eradicate them was still in effect. Per a Persian 
decree there would still be a great slaughter of many innocent people because 
of the wicked actions of a now-dead man. 

Baxter says: 

The tree which Haman had selected was in the grounds of his own house (vii. 
9); and it was here that, with awful irony, he was made to swing before the 
horrified gaze of his own family! 
p.275 
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Bechtel says: 

In chapters 5 and 7, Esther's character rises to that occasion. She is 
patient in implementing her plan of attack. She is brilliant in her analysis of 
her enemy's methods. And finally, she is every bit his equal in her power to 
persuade. Esther's character is so strong by the end of this chapter that we 
almost begin to feel sorry for Haman. But not quite. In the words of Jane 
Austen-another author famous for her strong female characters-Haman has 
"delighted us long enough" (Pride and Prejudice, chap. 18). We are glad to see 
him go. 
p.67 

Breneman says: 

The evil that Haman planned for his enemy fell on him. A number of proverbs 
express the truth of what happened here. According to Prov. 11:6: "The 
righteousness of the upright delivers them, but the unfaithful are trapped by 
evil desires" (cf. Prov 29:16; 26:27). 
p.350 

Duguid says: 

With that the king's fury abated. Game over. Issue resolved. Threat to 
Esther removed. "Now that we've taken care of that little unpleasantness, 
what's for supper?" We can imagine Ahasuerus saying casually to Esther. 
Except that from Esther's perspective, it was far from over. 
p.90 
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Ironside says: 

The king, hearing of it, utters but three words, "Hang him thereon," and the 
Amalekite's doom is sealed. 

It is not the only time in Scripture history that in God's governmental 
dealings such a thing has occurred. Daniel furnishes us with a similar 
instance. Saved himself by Almighty power from the lions' jaws, his accusers 
are cast into the den and destroyed. David wrote of the wicked; "Behold, he 
travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived mischief, and brought forth 
falsehood. He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he 
made. His mischief shall return upon his own head and his violent dealing 
shall come down upon his own pate" (Ps. 7:14-16). So shall it be with the 
personal Antichrist, "the Jews' enemy" of the future , of w horn Haman, if not a 
type, is at least an illustration. At the moment when his power shall seem to 
be supreme, and all hope for deliverance for the Remnant of Israel, who in that 
dark day shall cleave to the Lord, will have practically fled away, the warrior 
[of Revelation 19] shall descend and hurl the impious usurper alive into "the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone" (Rev. 21:8). 
p. 195 

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

But never was condemnation more just, and retribution more merited, than the 
execution of that gigantic criminal. 
p. 359 
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Jobes says: 

The suddenness of Haman's death and his inability to prevent it is 
unnerving. One day he was on top of the world, with all the wealth and power 
that attends high political rank. He could boast to family and friends about his 
position and favor with the king and queen. The very next day, he is executed 
in disgrace. Overnight, the tables have turned, and he did not see it coming. 

Driven by uncontrollable pride and arrogance, Haman had plotted to 
slaughter the Jewish people because his lust for power over others could not be 
satisfied as long as Mordecai the Jew refused to bow to him. Given full reign, 
like greed and lust, is insatiable. Haman does not appear to be anti-Semitic in 
the modern sense of the word, for he would probably have been willing to 
commit genocide against any population if it satisfied his megalomaniac 
pursuit of honor and power. His plan to take revenge on one man by 
annihilating his entire race was an evil of demonic proportions, regardless of 
who those people were. The enormous stature of Haman's evil is pictured in 
the seventy-five-foot height of the gallows he unknowingly constructed for 
himself. His sudden and unpreventable destruction was the just reward of 
such an evil mind. 
pp. 171-2 

Jobes says: 

There is perhaps no better biblical illustration than Haman of the truth stated 
by the great Christian theologian John Calvin, "Man falls according as God's 
providence ordains, but he falls by his own fault."9 

9. Quoted in R. C. Sproul and Jerry Bridges, The Providence of God Study Guide 
(Orlando, Fla.: Ligonier , 1990), 69. 
p . 172 
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McGee says: 

They seized Haman and made ready to leave for his execution when Harbonah, 
a chamberlain reminded the king of the gallows which Haman had built for 
Mordecai. Before the sun went down Haman was hanging upon this gallows. 

"So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. Then was the king's wrath pacified." And over this verse can be 
written Psalm 37: 35, 36. It is: "I have seen the wicked in great power, and 
spreading himself like a green bay tree. Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was 
not; yea I sought him, but he could not be found." Then over in Isaiah 54, 
another verse: "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every 
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shall condemn. This is 
the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith 
the Lord." 

God has been standing in the shadows keeping watch over His own, but 
now He becomes evident in the picture as a great principle of Scripture is 
carried out. This principle runs as a burning thread from Genesis to 
Revelation. Paul gave it to believers and it is this: " ... Whatsoever a man 
soweth that shall he also reap." Have you ever checked the Word of God to see 
how literally that is carried out? The illustrations are abundant. But this 
principle is true also in the physical world. If you sow corn, you reap corn. 
And if you go out and plant radishes, then you get radishes. Whatsoever you 
sow that is what you are going to reap . In the spiritual realm that is true for 
the unsaved and for the saved-" ... whatsoever a man soweth that shall he 
also reap." 
pp. 66-67 

Parker says: 

From what point did Haman proceed to the gallows? From a banquet of 
wine. Oh to think of it!-from a banquet to the gallows! There is not such a 
distance between the two points as might at first appear. 
p. 355 
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Swindoll says: 

Esther, our heroine, is a lovely model to follow. And her story is 
certainly one to remember. But the best focus of all? God Himself. How 
perfectly He works, how sovereignly He controls, and how remarkably He 
changes the face of things, once He moves in. A queen who was once passive is 
suddenly in charge. A king who was once duped is now informed. An enemy 
who was only moments away from exterminating a nation is now an object of 
scorn. And even those ghastly gallows, once built for a Jew named Mordecai, 
will soon pierce the body of a Gentile named Haman. 

When will we ever learn? At the precise moment when it will have its 
greatest impact, God ceases His silence and sovereignly makes His moves. 
And when He does, it's full of surprises. 
p. 136 

Unger saY.s: 

Again, divine providence shines out resplendently in the book. Not only does 
the LORD deliver His people, but brings upon their enemy the very destruction 
that he had plotted against them. 
p.667 
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------------------------~~:..__~~~----~---

(When the Game Is Over. It All Goes Back In The Box by John Ortberg) Grand 
Rapids, Ml: Zondervan. Copyright- John Ortberg_, 2007. 

His death was a major story in the financial community. His obituary 
was written up in Forbes and the Wall Street Journal. It's too bad he was 
dead, because he would have loved to read what they wrote about him. 

Then came the memorial service. Because of his prominence, the whole 
community turned out. People filed past his casket and made the same foolish 
comment people always make at funerals: "He looks so peaceful." Rigor mortis 
will do that. Death is nature's way of telling you to slow down. They ask the 
same foolish question people ask when somebody rich dies: "I wonder how 
much he left." He left it all. Everybody always leaves it all. 

People got up to eulogize him. Mostly, they talked about his 
accomplishments, because while everybody knew about him, no one really 
knew him. 

"He was one of the leading entrepreneurs of his day," said one. 
"He was an innovator of technology and delivery systems," said another. 
"He was a man of principles," somebody else said; "he would never cheat 

on his taxes, his expense account, or his wife." 
Another admirer noted his civic achievements: "He was a pillar in the 

community. He knew everybody. This man was a networker." 
They had commissioned a large marble memorial column for him. On it 

they wrote all these inspiring words: Visionary. Innovator. Leader. 
Entrepreneur. And at the top they wrote this word, the man's favorite word, 
the word he'd given his soul for: Success. They put up the man's memorial 
stone, buried his body, and went home. 

Then when it was dark and no one was present to note what was taking 
place, the angel of God was sent to this cemetery. Unseen and unheard, the 
angel made his way past all the other tombstones until he came to the man's 
wonderful memorial stone. There the angel traced with a finger the single 
word God had chosen to summarize this wealthy, busy, respectable, successful 
man's life: Fool. 

God said, "You fool. This very night your soul will be required of you. 
And the things you have stored up- whose will they be?" 

25: By now you may: Luke 12:16-21. I am indebted to Haddon Robinson for a sermon 
I heard on the radio long ago for the idea of retelling the story of the "rich fool" in 
modern terms. 

pp.24-25 
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[ 8;: . ~at same day Kini:' Xel:lleS ll'aye Qwien Esther the ~§tate Qf Haman, the 
----- enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came mto the presence of the kin~. for 

Esther had tQld how he was related to her. 

ffhe NET Bible translates verse 1: 

On tha t same day King Ahasuerus gave the estate of Haman, that 
adversary of the J ews, to Queen Esther. Now Mordecai ha d come before 
the king, for Esther h ad revealed how he was r elated to her. 

Peterson P.araphrases verse 1: 

That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther t he estate of Hama n, 
archenemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came before t he king because 
Esther ha d explained their relationship. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

God had sovereignly worked in various circumstances so th at the Jews 
could be delivered. Now it was the J ews' turn . They would have to figh t to 
retain what was theirs. They had to take part actively in their own 
deliverance. The Jewish people back in the land would also be encouraged to 
work hard and carry out their responsibilit ies before God in His sovereign 
plan. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further: 

Apparently Haman was considered a criminal, for h is property was 
confiscated. 
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TWO THINGS happen here very significantly in verse 1: 

McGee says: 

"THAT SAME DAY KING XERXES GAVE QUEEN ESTHER 
HE ESTATE OF HAMAN, THE ENEMY OF THE JEWS."

King Xerxes is acting in accordance with Pexsian protocol in 
confiscating the property of a criminal. 

"ESTHER HAD TOLD HOW HE WAS RELATED TO HER. ':
Qucen Esther comes clean and reveals t he rnlationship that i:;he 
and Mordecai sustained so that Xerxes was aware of the fact that 
they were rela ted. 

Although Haman is dead, the threat of death still hangs over every Jew. 
The decree he sent forth that Jews may be slain on a certain day is still in 
effect. Because the decree is a law of the Medes and Persians it cannot be 
changed. That presents a real problem. What is the solution? This chapter 
will answer that question. 
p.573 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

8:1 On the same day as Haman's execution, the king gave his queen the 
house of Haman. The term house here refers to his estate. This was in 
keeping with Persian law, which put the estate of a traitor into the custody of 
the crown. 
p.610 
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Swindoll says: 

All this brings us to the little slice of history found in the eighth chapter of the 
Book of Esther. By now you're probably asking yourself what all of this has to 
do with Esther? Everything, really. This is a chapter where a heart is so hard 
that it seemed it would never change ... but it changes. The wall of a 
stubborn human heart collapses. Prior to this chapter, the scene was dark, but 
here God floods it with light. 

To borrow again from Betsie's words: there is no heart so hard that He 
cannot change it. There is no writing so permanent that He cannot erase it. 
There is no scene so dark that He cannot brighten it. 
p. 139 

Bush says: 

But, though the king may be mollified, the threat to the Jewish community is 
not over. It lives on in Haman's irrevocable edict issued in the king's name. 
The task of saving the Jewish people, which Mordecai laid upon Esther as 
queen, has really only just begun. Esther, and Mordecai, must now face the 
seemingly impossible task of revoking an irrevocable decree. 
p.434 

Duguid says: 

It was that great baseball philosopher Yogi Berra who came up with the 
memorable slogan, "It ain't over till it's over." It was, perhaps, Yogi's own 
version of the more highbrow saying, "The opera isn't over till the fat lady 
sings"-which anyone who has ever endured a full-length Wagnerian opera 
will recognize as a fairly accurate plot summary. 
p.98 

Du~id says: 

However, Haman's edict to exterminate the Jews had not yet been reversed: it 
was still hanging over their heads like the proverbial sword of Damocles. 
Perhaps it would yet turn out that the laws of the Medes and Persians really 
could not be changed, and all of Esther's efforts would have been wasted. 
Much still hangs in the balance at this point in the story. 
p.99 
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Henry says: 

He is owned as the queen's cousin, which till now, though Esther had been four 
years queen, the king did not know. So humble, so modest, a man was 
Mordecai, and so far from being ambitious of a place at court, that he concealed 
his relation to the queen, and her obligations to him as her guardian. Now, at 
length, Esther had told what he was to her, near akin, who took care of her 
when she was an orphan, and one whom she still respected as a father. 
p.511 

Ironside says: 

It is not enough that Haman should be put to death. Some means must be 
devised whereby the people of the Jews could be saved and yet the unalterable 
laws of the Persians and the Medes remain unviolated. Of this the present 
chapter treats. 
p. 197 

Keil & Delitzsch say: 

The king bestowed the house of Haman on Esther, and advanced 
Mordochai to Haman's place of prime minister (vers. 1 and 2). Esther then 
earnestly besought the king for the abolition of the edict published by Haman 
against the Jews, and the king permitted her and Mordochai to send letters in 
the king's name to all the Jews in his kingdom, commanding them to stand for 
their life, and to slay their enemies, on the day appointed for their own 
extermination (vers. 3-14). These measures diffused great joy throughout the 
kingdom (vers. 15-17). 
p.366 
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Swindoll says: 

This man is powerful. This man can, with just a wave of his hand, cause 
people to live or die. This is the man who got rid of his wife, Queen Vashti, 
simply because she displeased him. This is the man who decided to promote 
Haman, who hated the Jews, to the position of prime minister. This is the man 
who said to Haman, "Here is my ring." Another way of saying, "Take my credit 
card. You sign for me. You pass the edicts." And those edicts were 
permanent! This is the man who willingly assented to Haman's plan to rid the 
kingdom of Persia of an entire race of people. When this king's thumb went up, 
people lived. When it turned down, they were history. 

And all of a sudden, this is the man who changes his mind. 
He has held out his golden scepter to Esther and said, "Why are you 

troubled? What can I do for you? I would give up to half my kingdom for you." 
He has listened to Esther's plea, and, as a result, has ordered Haman, his own 
recently appointed prime minister, to be impaled on the gallows upon which 
Haman had hoped to hang Mordecai. Now, he has given Haman's entire estate 
to Esther. 
p. 140 

Wiersbe says: 

ESTHER 8 

Esther had exposed the enemy and saved her own life, but what about 
her people? The king himself could not revoke his edict, but he could issue 
another edict. He gave the Jews the right to arm and protect themselves and 
gave them nine months to get ready. The people of the land got the message: 
the king did not want the Jews to be harmed. 

Can you see here an illustration of how God solved the sinner's plight? 
You were under condemnation because of the law of sin and death (Rom. 3:23; 
6:23). God did not revoke that law-He obeyed it! He sent His Son to die for 
our sins and to bring in "the law of the Spirit of life" (Rom. 8:2). Any sinner 
who believes the message and trusts the Savior will receive everlasting life 
(John 3:15-16). 

But that is not the end. We are the King's couriers, sent into the world 
by His authority to share the good news that condemned sinners need not die! 
Just as those couriers "hastened and pressed on by the king's command" (v. 
14), so we must get the gospel to the ends of the earth as quickly as possible. 
After all, people will perish unless we tell them the good news! 
pp. 277-8 
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Allen & Laniak say: 

Chapter 8 begins with the king's personal fury abating, but Esther and 
her people still have a problem. The architect of the edict against them is dead 
but the edict itself-the unalterable edict-is still alive. 
p.247 
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~he kine: took off his sie:Wlt rine:. :.yhich he had re~_laimed.fr2m Haman. , 
L.:::::( and presented it to Mordecai. And Esther appomted him oyer Haman s 

estate. 

The NET Bible translates verse 2: 

The king then removed his signet ring (the very one he had taken back 
from Haman) and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther designated Mordecai 
to be in charge of Haman's estate. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 2: 

The king took off his signet ring, which he had taken back from Haman, 
and gave it to Mordecai. Esther appointed Mordecai over Haman's 
estate. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The king's signet ring, which had been given Haman to authorize the edict 
against the Jews ... was now given to Mordecai. Again the tables turned 
against Haman, even after his death. For one thing Mordecai now had the 
power that Haman previously had. For another, Haman, who had hoped to 
confiscate the Jews' property ... now had his own property removed and given 
to, of all people, Esther, who in turn appointed Mordecai to oversee it. 

Here in verse 2 the king and queen each do something SPECIAL FOR 
MORDECAI. 

~ "THE KING TOOK OFF HIS SIGNET RING, WHICH HE HAD 
\._:_..) RECLAIMED FROM HAMAN, AND PRESENTED IT TO 

MORDECAI" and 

0 "ESTHER APPOINTED HIM OVER HAMAN'S EST ATE." 

f:,,tJwrlLPd un Note,,/!:it udy#ii - Est her i: 1·8:1 i.do(' 
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rrobes says: 

Having received Haman's estate, Esther in turn appoints Mordecai over all the 
wealth and property previously owned by Haman. Ironically, Haman's plot to 
destroy Mordecai leads to Mordecai's acquiring both Haman's position and 
property. As Fox points out, this scene restructures the relationship between 
Esther and Mordecai. "She now is a source and agent of wealth and 
empowerment for Mordecai."3 

3. Michael V. Fox, Character and Ideology in the Book of Esther, 202. 
p. 177 
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CJEsther a gain pleaded with the king. falling at his feet and weeping. She 
E:j begged him to put an end to the eyil plan of Haman the Agagite. which 

[he had devised against the Jews. 

!!S Ae c~1)1;t S~ ~ ,. __ _ ... 

rfhe NET Bible translates verse 3: 

Then Esther again spoke with the king, falling at his feet . She wept and 
begged him for mercy, tha t he might nullify the evil of Haman the 
Agagite which he had intended against the J ews. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 3: 

Then Esther again spoke to the king, falling at his feet, begging wit h 
tears to counter the evil of Haman t he Agagite and revoke t he plan that 
he had plot ted against the J ews. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Since the edict to exterminate the J ews . .. was still in effect, something had to 
be done. So Esther appeared before the king a second time without an 
invitation .. . This t ime she begged him to put an end to the evil plan 
which was in effect because of Haman. 

Verse 3 records Esther, again in the presence of the king- probably 
uninvited-"[SHE] PLEADED WITH THE KING" by doing THREE THINGS: 

"FALLING AT HIS FEET," 

2. "WEEPING," and 

3. "SHE BEGGED HIM TO PUT AN END TO THE EVIL PLAN OFJ 
1fAMAN THE AGAGITE WHICH HE HAD DEVISED AGAINS'Il 

HE JEWS." 

E,..tJw1·1 Le1 t tll'P No1.-;i/8t 1uly#G Est he>r 7: 1-8: 17.clc:.<' 
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1 y. ; joon the kin~ extended th!l i:old sce,pter t2 Esth~r and she arnse and sW2d 
before him. 

The NET Bible translates verse 4: 

When the king extended to Esther the gold scepter , she arose and stood 
before the king. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 4: 

The king extended his gold scepter to Esther . She got t o her feet and 
stood before the king. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The king was favorable toward her and once again held out the gold scepter 
to her . .. 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

The king extended his scepter after her emotional plea. His gesture was 
intended to encourage her to rise from her prostrate posit ion befor e cont inuing 
to speak. 
p . 738 
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Du~id says: 

Esther prefaced her request with a long preamble in four parts: "If it please the 
king, and if I have found favor in his sight, and if the thing seems right before 
the king, and I am pleasing in his eyes" (Esth. 8:4). Two of these clauses dealt 
with whether the matter to be discussed was acceptable to the king, while the 
other two asked whether Esther herself was acceptable. These two themes 
were inextricably linked, for the only real reason for the king to grant her 
request was his favor toward her. 
p. 101 

Here in verse 4, the king has been touched deeply by all of the surrounding 
circumstances. Once again as he did before: 

"[HE] EXTENDED THE GOLD SCEPTER TO ESTHER." 

By this action, Esther: -[f 

"AROSE" and 

2. "STOOD BEFORE HIM. 

E,.therfLcct u n• .Note" St udy1:5 - f<:..,t h• r 'i 1 8.17 .doc 
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g 'lfit Pi~as~B the king.'' sh~ aaid. "and i[ he regards me with favor and 
thinks it the right thing to do. and if he is pleased with me. let an order 
pe writte~ overr~ling the dispatches that Haman son of Hammedatha. 
the ~gag1te. devised and wrote to destroy the Jews in all th~ king's 
proymces. 

The NET Bible translates verse 5: 

She said, "If the king is so inclined and if I have met with his approval 
and if the matter is agreeable to the king and if I am attractive to him, 
let an edict be written r escinding those r ecorded intentions of Haman 
the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, which he wrote in order to destroy 
the J ews who are throughout all the king's provinces. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 5: 

She said, "If it please the king and he regards me with favor and thinks 
this is right, and if he has any affection for me at all, let an order be 
written that cancels the bulletins authorizing the plan of Haman son of 
Hammedath a t he Agagite to annihilate the J ews in all t he king's 
provmces. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Esther's request was simple. She w.anted a second decree written and 
sent out which would override t he first decree. 
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As Esther begins to speak here in verse 5, there's really FOUR IF'S
CONDITIONAL CLAUSES-here that precede her request: 

G "IF IT PLEASES THE KING," 

~ "IF HE REGARDS ME WITH FAVOR," 

(}') "IF HE . .. THINKS IT THE RIGHT THING TO DO" and 

<:!J) "IF HE IS PLEASED WITH ME." 

Then the f-_EQU__ES~ comes in the later part of verse 5: 

"LET AN ORDER BE WRITTEN OVERRULING THE DISPATCHES 
THAT HAMAN SON OF HAMMEDATHA, THE AGAGITE, DEVISED 
AND WROTE TO DESTROY THE JEWS IN ALL THE KING'S 
PROVINCES." 

Her SWEET SUBMISSIVE SPIRI_T.really comes to the fore in these 
statements that she makes before she actually gives her request. 

Barker & Kohlenberger says: 

Esther was careful to place the blame on Haman for wicked plot and not on the 
king. 
p . 738 
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Wiersbe says: 

Haman was dead, but his murderous edict was still very much alive. 
Long after wicked people are gone, the consequences of their evil words and 
deeds live on. Even today, innocent people are suffering because of guilty 
people who lie in their graves. 

Unless something intervened, within nine months the Persians would 
attack the Jews and wipe them off the face of the earth. There were about 15 
million Jews among the estimated 100 million people in the empire. Therefore, 
the odds were definitely against God's people. Of course, God's people have 
always been a minority; and "one with God is a majority." The Lord had 
brought Esther and Mordecai to the kingdom "for such a time as this," and 
they were prepared to act. 
p. 145 

MacArthur says: 

to revoke. This proved to be impossible in light of the inflexible nature of the 
king's edicts (1:19). However, a counter decree was possible (cf. 8:8, 11, 12). 
p.560 
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rv. 6}w how ~an I bear to see dieaetet fall on my peQllle? How can I beat tQ see 
the destruction of my family?" 

rI'he NET Bible translates verse 6: 

For h ow can I watch the cala mity that will befall my people, and how 
can I watch t he destruction of my relatives?" 

Peterson paraphrases verse 6: 

How can I stand to see this catastrophe wipe out my people? How can 
I bear to stand by and watch the massacre of my own relatives?" 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Again she was willing to be known as a J ewess for she spoke of m y people and 
m y family (cf. 7:3). 

Esther, here in verse 6, gives the REASON, why she has made the request in 
verse 5. She does it with TWO QUESTIONS: 

"HOW CAN I BEAR TO SEE DISASTER FALL ON MY 
PEOPLE?" 

"HOW CAN I BEAR TO SEE THE DESTRUCTION OF MY 
FAMILY?" 

f:~th• r Ledu1·f NotPs Studyn5 T:stlwr 7·1 8:17.<loc 
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Th is is in incredible illustra tion of Esther's sweet submissive spirit, but a lso 
t hat she runs very, very deeply wit h rega rd to how she feels about family and 
about h er heritage. She begins her r equest with FOUR CONDITIONAL .. 
CLAUSES that acknowledge that the king is the fin al authority: 

& "If it pleases the king," 

(!i;> "if he regards me with favor," 

{5) "if he ... thinks it the right thing to do," and 

~ "ifhe is pleased with me." 

Following these four statements of recognition of t he king's a u thol'ity, she then 
gives the REQUEST: 

µ 

"let an order be written overruling the dispatches that Haman son of 
iEfammedatha, the Agagite, devised and wrote to destroy the Jews in al~ 
the king's p rovinces." 

She t hen follows that up with a REASON for t he seriousness of this request by 
asking TWO QUESTIONS: 

• 

([) 

6) 

"HOW CAN I BEAR TO SEE DISASTER FALL ON MY 
[PEOPLE?" 

"HOW CAN I BEAR TO SEE THE DESTRUCTION OF MY 
FAMILY?'' 

K·•tlw1"1Lertun Note>'iStu<i)#i> - f<:,.,tlwl" 7:1 8:11.dm 
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Ironside says: 

It is a touching plea that she gives utterance to. It hangs on this, "If ... 
the thing seem right before the king, and I be pleasing in his eyes." She does 
not attempt to plead the good works, the benevolence, or the loyalty of the 
Jews. She would have him deal with them according to his estimate of her. 
Like the great apostle of the Gentiles who, when entreating Philemon in behalf 
of Onesimus writes, "If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as 
myself' (Philem. 17). And surely we have more than a hint, both there and 
here, of the great and wondrous truth expressed in the blessed words of 
inspiration, "He hath made us accepted in the beloved" (Eph. 1:6). Esther had 
risked her life for her people and would now have them dealt with according to 
the king's thoughts of herself. The Lord Jesus Christ gave His life a ransom 
for lost, guilty sinners, and now all who trust in Him are dealt with by God 
according to His thoughts of His Son. How tenderly this precious truth is 
expressed in the Lord's great intercessory prayer! He says, "I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me" 
(John 17:23, italics added). 
p. 199 

McGee says: 

Esther makes it quite plain to the king that the judgment against Haman is of 
no avail unless something is done to save her people. Something must be done 
to save them. 
p.573 
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FL YING MACHINES 

Recording artist James Taylor exploded onto the music scene in early 
1970 with the song "Fire and Rain." In it, he talked about the disappointments 
of life, describing them as "sweet dreams and flying machines in pieces on the 
ground." That was a reference to Taylor's original band Flying Machine, whose 
attempt at breaking into the recording industry had failed badly, causing him 
to wonder if his dreams of a musical career would ever come true. The reality 
of crushed expectations had taken their toll, leaving Taylor with a sense of loss 
and hopelessness. 

The psalmist David also experienced hopeless despair as he struggled 
with his own failures, the attacks of others, and the disappointments of life. In 
Psalm 6:6 he said, "I am weary with my groaning; all night I make my bed 
swim; I drench my couch with my tears." The depth of his sorrow and loss 
drove him to heartache- but in that grief he turned to the God of all comfort. 
David's own crushed and broken "flying machines" gave way to the assurance 
of God's care, prompting him to say, "The Lord has heard my supplication; the 
Lord will receive my prayer" (v. 9). 

In our own seasons of disappointment, we too can find comfort in God, 
who cares for our broken hearts. - Bill Crowder 

Even in my darkest hour 
The Lord will bless me with His power; 

His loving grace will sure abound, 
In His sweet care I shall be found. - Brandt 

God's whisper of comfort quiets the noise of our trials. 

(From Our Daily Bread, Wednesday, March 11, 2009) 

l~stlll l'ILecturc Notes/Study#5 F.::sthPr 7:1 8:17.doc 
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1 y, ~ne: X!:tll!la t~Pli£!1 t!! Queen Esthw an!! to Mwdecai the s!l:w, "B~~ause 
Haman attacked the Jews. I haye ~yen his estate to Esther. and they 
have han~ed him on the ~allows. 

The NET Bible translates verse 7: 

King Ahasuerus replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the J ew, 
"Look, I have already given Haman's estate to Esther , and he has been 
hanged on t he gallows because he struck out against t he Jews. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 7: 

King Xerxes said to Queen Esther and Mordecai the J ew: "I've given 
Haman's estate to Esther and he's been hanged on the gallows because 
he attacked the Jews. 

Xerxes in his response to Esther and Mordecai tells us what he had done to 
this point: 

"BECAUSE HAMAN ATTACKED THE JEWS, I HAVE GIVEN 
HIS ESTATE TO ESTHER" and 

2. He was responsible for having Haman "HANGED .. . ON THE 
GALLOWS." 

E"'tlw1·/Lect11rf' Note~ Study#5 E thf'r 7: 1-8.17 tloc 
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.,l v. 8 bw write anoth!:[ dew~ in th!: king's name in behalfofthe Jews as 
'---::.JI seems best to you. and seal it with the kin~'s si~net rin~-for no 

document written in the kin~'s name and sealed with his rin~ can be 
jrevoked." 

rl'he NET Bible translates verse 8: 

Now you write in the king's name whatever in your opinion is 
appropriat e concerning the J ews and seal it with the king's signet ring. 
Any decree that is written in the king's name and sealed with the king's 
signet ring cannot be rescinded. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 8: 

So go ahead now and write whatever you decide on behalf of t he J ews; 
then seal it with the signet ring." (An order written in the king's name 
and sealed with his signet ring is irrevocable.) 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The king noted that Esther and Mordecai now had the power and resources 
t hat previously belonged to Haman and therefore t hey should use that power 
to their advantage. Though Haman's decree could not be revoked, a second one 
could supersede it. Xerxes even gave Mordecai aut hority to write the decree 
any way he wished and to stamp it with the king's authority by using his 
signet ring ... 

Whereas verse 7 deals with the PAST ACTION on the part of the king, the 
present verse-verse 8-deals with his recommendation for the remaining 
action that needs to be taken in the FUTURE. 

F:,,thertLePturr NotPs ~tudy#5 Esrlwr 7:1-8·17.clrw 
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There ari THREE THINGS) here that Xerxes says: 

1. "I have given his [Haman's] estate to Esther," 

2. "[I] have hanged him on the gallows," a nd 

3. "WRITE ANOTHER DECREE IN THE KING'S NAME IN 
BEHALF OF THE JEWS AS SEEMS BEST TO YOU, AND SEAL 
IT WITH THE KING'S SIGNET RING." 

~:,.thertLc<'t u l'e Note"' St udy#5 - Est h<'r 'i: I ·8: 17.doc 
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l~t once the [Qyal §e!:l:lllad&~ ~el'.ll §ummo~d----<>n the twenty-thi[d d,u ill 
the third month. the month of Siyan. They wrote out all Mordecai s 
6rders to the J ews. and to the satraps. ~oyernors and nobles of the 127 
provinces stretchin~ from India to Cush. These orders were written in 
the script of each province and the lan~ua~e of each people and also to 
the J ews in their own scr ipt and lan~ua~e. 

The NET Bible translates verse 9: 

The king's scribes were quickly summoned- in the third month (th at is, 
t he month of Sivan), on the twenty-third day. They wrote out 
everything t hat Mordecai instruct ed to the J ews and to the satraps and 
the governors and the officials of the provinces all the way from India to 
Et hiopia- a hundred and twenty-seven provinces in all-to each 
province in its own script and to each people in their own language, and 
to the J ews according to their own script and their own lan gu age. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 9: 

So t he king's secreta ries were brought in on the twenty-third day of the 
t hird month, the mont h of Sivan, and the order regarding t he Jews was 
written word for word as Mordecai dictated and was addressed to the 
satraps, governor s, and officials of the provinces from India to Ethiopia, 
127 provinces in all, to each province in its own script and each people in 
their own language, including the J ews in their script and language. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The decree Mordecai wrote was sent out in the third month .. . Sivan (June
J uly) 474. Since this was a little over two months after Haman's decree . . . t he 
J ews had about nine months to pre are themselves for the onflict (up to the 
13th da t e 12th month a ·cf. 3:7, 13; 9:1). 

s was the case with t he previous decree .. . this one too was dispatched .. . by 
horsemen throughout the whole empire from India to Cush . .. and was 
writte n in the appropriate languages for each province. 

!~,..th• 1'/Lelf ut'l Notes/St udy#i) Est hC>r 7. I -8. I 'i doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

87 

MacArthur says: 

Sivan. This refers to the period May/June. It had been two months and ten 
days since Haman's decree (cf. 3:12); eight months and twenty days remained 
until both decrees became simultaneously effective (cf. 3:13). 
p.560 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

Sivan: This would be May to June. The date would give the Jewish people 
approximately eight months of preparation for any attack (3:13). 
p.611 

Wier sbe says: 

According to 8:9, the new edict was written on the twenty-third day 
of the third month, which on our calendar would be June 25, 474 B.C. 
(Remember, the Jewish calendar begins with the month of April.) The first 
decree was issued on April 17 (3:12). Thus, about seventy days had passed 
since Haman had declared war on the Jews. "D Day" for the Jews was March 7 
(3:13). Therefore, the people had about eight months to get ready. 
p.744 
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G· ~2ril&~ai :o:r2t~ in th~ nanu: W: Kine: Xerxe§, sealed the diwatches with 
the kin~'s si~net rin~. and sent them by mounted couriers. who rode fast 
horses especially bred for the kin~. 

The NET Bible translates verse 10: 

Mordecai wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed it with the 
king's signet ring. He then sent letters by courier s on horses, who rode 
royal horses that were very swift. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 10: 

He wrote under t he name of King Xerxes and sealed the order with the 
royal signet ring; he sent out the bulletins by couriers on horseback, 
riding the fastest royal steeds bred from the royal stud. 
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[ y, wh~ kini:'s ~diet granted the Jews in ey~zy city th~ rii:ht t2 assemble and 
protect themselves: to destroy. kill and annihilate any arm~d force of 
any nationality or province that mie;ht attack them and theu women and 
children: and to plunder the property of their enemies. 

The NET Bible translates verse 11: 

The king thereby allowed the J ews who were in every city to assemble 
and to stand up for themselves- to destroy, to kill, and to annihila te any 
army of whatever people or province that should become their 
adversaries, including their women and children , and to confiscate their 
property. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 11: 

The king's order authorized the J ews in every city to arm and defend 
t hemselves to the death, killing anyone who threatened them or their 
women and children, and confiscating for themselves anything owned by 
their enemies. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The edict gave the Jews . . . the right to protect themselves and the right 
to annihilate . .. and plunder any group that fought against t hem . The 
Jews could take away the property of their enemies as Mordecai had "taken 
away" t he property of Haman. 
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Ironside says: 

It will be seen that this proclamation in no sense contradicted the one 
that h ad gone before. The other gave the people command to destroy the Jews. 
This one gave to the afflicted nation the privilege of defending t hemselves. In 
other words it provided a means of salvation which they could accept or reject 
as they chose. It is not otherwise with the glad tidings proclaimed in the 
gospel. A Savior is provided. All who avail themselves of God's gracious 
interference are saved. All who reject the means of His providing, do so at 
their own peril. 
p.200 

~obes saY,s: 

In order to counteract Haman's decree, in other words, Mordecai has just 
effected a legalized war between the J ews of the Persian empire and any 
people of any nationality who might set themselves against the Jews. Just as 
Haman's edict had been posted publicly in Susa, Mordecai's edict was also to be 
posted in Susa (8: 14; cf. 3:15). Civil war would be authorized even in the 
citadel of the king. 
p. 178 

McGee says: 

The original decree is not altered in any way. It cannot be. It stands. But now 
another decree is made and sent out just as the first one was. It is signed by 
the king. The entire power of the king, as evidenced in his army and his 
officers, is now on the side of t he Jews. This changes the entire picture, you 
see. When this new decree comes to the Jews, their hearts are filled with joy 
and gladness. 

As we read this record, we can see the picture. It must have been late in 
the evening that Queen Esther had gone into the presence of the king to plead 
for her people. Now t he new decree is written and signed with the king's ring. 
The kingdom was polyglot- many languages were spoken. You can see that all 
the amanuenses were summoned to write the decree in the languages of the 
127 provinces-and probably there were hundreds of copies for each language. 
p.574 
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y. I:)rhe day appointed [Qr th~ sill!!!• to do this in all the orovinces of Kine 
..._ _ _, Xerxes was the thirteenth day of the twelfth month. the month of Adar. 

rfhe NET Bible translates verse 12: 

This was to take place on a certain day throughout all the provinces of 
King Ahasuerus-namely, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month 
(th at is, the month of Adar). 

Peterson paraphrases verse 12: 

The day set for this in all King Xerxes' provinces was the thirteenth day 
of the twelfth month, the month of Adar. 
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[ x. l;l ~QllX Q(th!: l&xi Q(ih!: edict was t2 be issued as law in ~xecy proxince 
~nd made known to the people of eyery nationality so that the Jews 
would be ready on that day to ayene-e themselyes on their enemies. 

IT'he NET Bible translates verse 13: 

A copy of the edict was to be presented as law throughout each and 
every province and ma de known to a ll peoples, so that the J ews might 
be prepared on t hat day to avenge themselves from their enemies. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 13: 

The order was posted in public places in each province so everyone could 
read it, authorizing the J ews to be prepared on that day to avenge 
themselves on their enemies. 
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MANAGING THE MESS 

When we meet Naomi in the Scriptures, her life is a mess. She and her 
husband had gone to Moab searching for food during a famine. While in that 
land, their two sons married Moabite women, and life was good-until her 
husband and sons died and she was stuck, widowed in a foreign land. 

Though honest about her pain, Naomi obviously had a sense of who was 
in control: The Lord has testified against me, and the Almighty has afflicted 
me (Ruth 1:21). 

The Hebrew word for Almighty (Shaddai) indicates Gods sufficiency for 
any situation. The word Lord (Yahweh) refers to His faithfulness as the loving 
covenant-keeping God. I love how Naomi put these two names together. In the 
midst of her complaint, she never lost sight of the fact that her God was a 
capable and faithful God. And, sure enough, He proved His capability to 
deliver her and His faithfulness to care for her to the very end. 

If there seems to be no way out of your despair, remember that Naomis 
God is your God as well. And He specializes in managing our messes to good 
and glorious outcomes. Thankfully, He is both capable and faithful. So, when 
your life is a mess, remember who your God is! - Joe Stowell 

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake 
To guide the future as He has the past. 

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. - von Schlegel 

Stand back and watch the Lord manage your mess 
into a glorious outcome 

(From Our Daily Bread, Tuesday, February 24, 2009) 
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1 :· 1;)\he couriers. ridim: the royal horses. raced out. spurred on by th~ kin~s 
- - -· command. And the edict was also issued in the citadel of Susa. 

The NET Bible translates verse 14: 

The courier s who wer e riding the royal horses went forth with the king's 
edict without delay. And the law was presented in Susa the citadel as 
well. 

Peterson ~araphrases verse 14: 

The courier s, fired up by the king's order, raced off on their royal horses. 
At the same time, the order was posted in the palace complex of Susa. 

Back in Esther 8:10 we read that th~ EDICT was: 

"sent [to] them by mounted couriers who rode fast horses es ecially bred 
for the king." 

Now down here in verse 14: 

"THE COURIERS, RIDING THE ROYAL HORSES, RACED OUT, 
SPURRED ON BY THE KING'S COMMAND." 

I+ t' O 5 ' / ve'< ! 
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Ly . !~Mordecai left the kin~'s presence wearin~ royal ~arments of blue and 
._ ____ , white. a lar~e crown of ~old and a pui:ple robe of fine linen. And the city 

of Susa held a joyous celebration. 

The NET Bible translates verse 15: 

Now Mordecai went out from the king's presence in purple and white 
royal attire, wit h a large golden crown and a purple linen mantle. 
The city of Susa shouted with joy. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 15: 

Mordecai walked out of the king's presence wearing a royal robe of violet 
and white, a huge gold crown, and a purple cape of fine linen. The city 
of Susa exploded with joy. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Mordecai wore clothes which told of his royal position- royal garments ... 
a large crown, and a purple linen robe. Blue and white were the Persian 
royal colors ... He now held the posit ion and status Haman h ad held .. . 
Previously under Haman's edict the city of Susa had been "bewildered" .. . 
Now under the edict of Mordecai the city of Susa held a joyous 
celebration. 
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Swindoll says: 

It was like Thanksgiving and Christmas and New Year's all rolled into 
one. It was like Berlin on the ninth of November, 1989! It was like nothing 
they h ad ever seen before. They would sing all night and all the next day 
because the gloom was lifted! The darkness wasn't impenetr able after all. It 
just seemed so. 

Do you live in a place of gloom and darkness, where laughter does not 
echo off the walls? Has your life become grim or even borderline tragic? While 
others go home to the love and warmth of a family, do you go home alone to the 
awful memory of broken relationships, remorse, and guilt? Perhaps your last 
sounds of the day are the clanging of a cell door and some guard yelling, 
"Lights out!" Do you look with longing at a scene like this one in Esther? 
p. 147 

(The Expositor's Bible: The Book of Psalms-Volume I- Psalms I-XXXVIII by A. 
Maclaren, D.D.) New York, N.Y.: A.C. Armstrong and Son. Copyright -
1899. 

Life is not only journey and effort, but conflict; and it is possible not only to 
have seasons of refreshment intersper sed in the weary march , but to find a 
sudden table spread by the same unseen hand which holds back the foes, who 
look on with grim eyes, powerless to intercept the sustenance or disturb the 
guests. This is the condition of God's servant-always conflict, but always a 
spread table. Joy snatched in the face of danger is specially poignant. 
p. 231 

(Uncommon: Finding Your Path to Significance by Tony Dungy with Nathan 
Whitaker) Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright - Tony Dungy, 
2009. 

We can't all be heroes because somebody has to sit on the curb and clap as they 
go by. 

\\'ILL ROGERS 
p. 17 
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[ v. l~r th~ s!~ws it was a time 2f hanpiness and i<>v. gladness and honQ[, 

rfhe NET Bible translates verse 16: 

For the J ews there was radiant happiness and joyous honor . 

Peterson paraphrases verse 16: 

For J ews it was all sunshine and laughter: they celebrated, t hey were 
honored. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

And obviously the Jews were elated. 

McGee says: 

The J ews begin to move gingerly into the crowd, hesitant because the 
last time they ha d gone to the bulletin board they were confronted with the 
terrible news that they were to be destroyed. Caut iously now t hey come up; 
t hey wonder , a nd beginning to read this new message they cannot believe their 
eyes. They cannot believe it-it is too glorious to be true! Something has 
h appened, and now the king is over on their side. Now they are to be spar ed
to be saved. What good news it was, and what rejoicing there was among these 
people! 
p.73 

Wiersbe says: 

Evangelis t Billy Sunday said, "If you have no joy in your religion . tbe re's 
a leak in your Christia nity somewhere.' If Christian believers today ma nifest 
more of the joy of the Lord, perhaps t hose outside t he faith would be attr acted 
to the church a nd be willing to consider the message of t he Gospel. 

It's worth trying. 
p. 154 
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(Our Lord Prays For His Own : Thoughts on John 17 by Marcus Rainsford) 
Grand Rapids, MI.:Moody P ress. Copyrigh t - Kregel P ublications, 1985. 

Alas! there is comparatively very little joy or liberty or love among us 
Christians; I do not speak of professors, I spea k of real Christians; how little as 
compared with what might be, and with what ought to be. What is the reason? 
We do not "keep his word," we do not make ourselves acquainted with "his 
name," we do not "abide in him"; if we did so we should have much more 
h appiness, much more triumph, much more joy, much more fruitfulness. 
p.203 

Remember the character of His joy, it is full, complete abiding, 
unchanging joy, for He is the object and the subject and the element of it, and 
t he elements and the reasons of it are all in Himself. Ther e are two motives for 
joy in Christ; what He has done for us, and what He is in Himself. St. Peter 
writing on this subject says (I Peter 1:8), 

In w horn, though now ye see him not , yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory." 

By joy "unspeakable" He does not mean joy that we cannot tell of, joy we 
cannot express so far as we may realize it, but that if our tongues were set on 
fire , a nd we were to begin day and night, and year by year, to tell of His worth 
and the inexhaustible fullness of the joy He bestowed upon us in Himself and 
by Himself, still we could never tell it all, for it is "full of glory." 
pp. 241-2 
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(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright- Oswald Chambers Publications 
Association, 1992. 

We are super-victors with a joy that comes from experiencing the very things 
which look as if they are going to overwhelm us. 

Huge waves that would frighten a n ordinary swimmer produce a 
tremendous t hrill for the sur fer who has ridden them. Let's apply t hat to our 
own circumst a nces. The t hings we try to avoid and fight against- tribulation , 
suffer ing, and persecution-are t he very th ings that produce abundant joy in 
us. "We are more t han conqueror s through Him" "in all these things"; not in 
spite of them, but in the midst of t hem. A saint doesn't know the joy of th e 
Lord in spite of tribulation, but because of it. Paul said, "I am exceedingly 
joyful in all our tribulation" (2 Corinthians 7:4) 

The undiminished radiance, which is the result of abundant joy, is not 
built on a nything passing, but on the love of God t hat nothing can chan ge. And 
the experiences oflife, whether they are everyday events or terrifying ones, are 
powerless to "separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesu s our 
Lord" (Romans 8:39). 
(March 7) 

Esther Lecture 'JotE":- Study#:; Esthc1 7:1-8:17.dor 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

100 

CAST DOWN SHEEP 

In his classic book A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23, W. Phillip Keller gives 
a striking picture of the care and gentleness of a shepherd. In verse 3 when 
David says, "He restores my soul," he uses language every shepherd would 
understand. 

Sheep are built in such a way that if they fall over on their side and then 
onto their back, it is very difficult for them to get up again. They flail their 
legs in the air, bleat, and cry. After a few hours on their backs, gas begins to 
collect in their stomachs, the stomach hardens, the air passage is cut off, and 
the sheep will eventually suffocate. This is referred to as a "cast down" 
position. 

When a shepherd restores a cast down sheep, he reassures it, massages 
its legs to restore circulation, gently turns the sheep over, lifts it up, and holds 
it so it can regain its equilibrium. 

What a picture of what God wants to do for us! When we are on our 
backs, flailing because of guilt, grief, or grudges, our loving Shepherd reassures 
us with His grace, lifts us up, and holds us until we've gained our spiritual 
equilibrium. 

If you've been cast down for any reason, God is the only one who can 
help you get on your feet again. He will restore your confidence, joy, and 
strength. - Marvin Williams 

This Shepherd of mine knows each trial, each snare, 
And at just the right moment my Lord will be there, 

On His shoulders to carry each burden for me-
Yes, the Lord is my Shepherd, and always shall be. - Henry 

The weak and the helpless are in the Good Shepherd's special care. 

(From Our Daily Bread, Friday, August 28, 2009) 
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1'HE GOD OF VICTORY 

In Greek mythology, Nike was the goddess of victory. Nike fought on 
the side of the Olympian gods, gaining a victory over the mighty Titans. As a 
result, she became a symbol of winning. But Nike's alleged powers were not 
just limited to warfare. She also became a favorite goddess of athletes who 
wanted to win in competition sports. The Romans adopted her into their 
worship and gave her the Latin name Victoria. 

In the Greco-Roman world where Paul taught, victory was highly valued. 
So when he expressed Christian truth, he used words his audience could 
understand. In his letters, he described Christ as the One who leads us in a 
military procession of triumph (2 Cor. 2:14-17) and compared the Christian life 
to someone training for the ancient Olympic games (1 Cor. 9:24-27). 

Paul also used the word for victory in reference to our struggles with 
those who intentionally hurt us. "Overcome [be a victor over] evil with good" 
(Rom. 12:21). This may mean returning kindness for spite or respectfully 
setting limits on evil behavior. In either case, an attitude of love cannot be 
generated in our own strength. But in Christ, we have divine power that 
ancient pagans could only hope for. Jesus Christ is the genuine God of victory. 
- Dennis Fisher 

Through trials we learn to overcome, 
Through Christ our victories are won; 

Come lay your burdens at His feet 
And find this inner peace so sweet. -Halsey 

God will give us the victory 
when we join Him in the fight. 

(From Our Daily Bread, Friday, August 28, 2009) 
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Q~·ecord~F~UR THING1 for the J ews: 

~ "IT WAS A TIME OF HAPPINESS," 

&... "IT WAS A TIME OF . .. JOY," 

e> "IT WAS A TIME OF . . . GLADNESS," and 

& "IT WAS A TIME OF . . . HONOR." 
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~ 1 

LY. 1)1n every province and in ewry city. whel:llvel th!: edi~t Q(th!: kin~ ivent, L.----- there was joy and ~ladness amon~ the Jews. with feastin~ and 
celebratin~. And many people of other nationalities became Jews 
because fear of the Jews had seized them. 

rrhe NET Bible translates verse 17: 

Throughout every province and throughout every city where the king's 
edict and his law came, the Jews experienced happiness and joy, 
banquets and holidays. Many of the resident peoples pretended to be 
Jews, because the fear of the Jews had overcome them. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 17: 

It was that way all over the country, in every province, every city when 
the king's bulletin was posted: the Jews took to the streets in 
celebration, cheering, and feasting. Not only that, but many non-Jews 
became Jews- now it was dangerous not to be a Jew! 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Their rise to power caused many Gentiles to become Jewish proselytes. God's 
good hand was then becoming obvious to the world at large. No longer were 
these events being viewed simply as happenstance; now people were beginning 
to realize that the God of the Jews was protecting them. 
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'Allen & Laniak say: 

The translation "some became Jews" is a legitimate rendering of a 
denominative verb form (mityahadim from yehudim [Jews]; see also Jdt. 
14:10), although full conversion to Judaism is not necessarily in view. This is 
more likely a reference to joining ranks, to identifying themselves with (or as) 
the Jews. (Perhaps this balances the choice Esther once made to identify 
herself with the Persians.) There is growing evidence that the Jews were 
destined to win. Power has shifted in the empire. 
p.252 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

The statement that they "became Jews" may mean that they pretended to be 
Jews or took the side of the Jews. The tables had turned so completely that it 
was now dangerous not to be a Jew. 
p. 739 

Henry says: 

One good effect of this deliverance was that many of the people of the land, that 
were considerate, sober, and well inclined, became Jews, were proselyted to the 
Jewish religion, renounced idolatry, and worshipped the true God only. 
p. 511 

Ironside says: 

And so God had turned the mourning of His people into rejoicing, and 
the result was that the fear of them fell upon the people of the provinces, many 
of whom sought the God of Israel and became proselytes, taking their places as 
members of the chosen nation. There is nothing that so appeals to the world as 
a happy, holy company of saints, whose spirits have been refreshed by the 
goodness of the Lord. 
p.202 
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~obes says: 

Haman's sudden death and Mordecai's rise to power brought such fear 
to "many people of other nationalities" that they "became Jews" (8:17). The 
Hebrew word translated "became Jews" occurs only here in the Old Testament, 
and its meaning is debated. How are we to understand this "conversion"? 
Some have argued that the Persians recognized the improbable series of events 
as the hand of God and thus responded in true, heartfelt conversion to the God 
of the Jews. 
p. 179 

Keil & Delitzsch say: 

When we consider that the same motives in subsequent times, when the Jews 
as a nation were in a state of deepest humiliation, attracted the more earnest
minded of the heathen to the Jewish religion, and induced them to become 
proselytes, the fact here related will not appear surprising. 
p.371 

Larson & Dahlen say: 

This time, as the king's rider passed through the villages, joy was left in his 
wake: in every province and in every city ... there was joy and 
gladness among the Jews. 

In addition, many people of other nationalities became Jews because 
fear of the Jews had seized them. Mordecai's decree seems to have 
convinced a number of people that supernatui-al power sided with the Jews. 
The fear that gripped these people was spiritual and religious. 

In the final irony Haman's design to eradicate the Jews ended by 
actually increasing their numbers. 
p.361 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

8:17 Note the marked contrast of the reaction of the Jewish people to 
this second decree as compared to the first one (4:3). The reality of their 
deliverance influences the Gentiles in the empire as well. became: This is the 
only place in the OT that this Hebrew word is used of conversion to Judaism. 
The unexpected turn of events in favor of the Jewish people greatly moved 
their neighbors. 

The power of the God of Israel is implied here in the triumph of 
Mordecai over Haman, in the reversal of Haman's decree, and in the response 
of these pagan peoples. If the people truly became Jewish people, then they 
would share with the Jewish people faith in Yahweh, participation in the 
community as proselytes, and partake of Israel's blessing. What an amazing 
outcome of Haman's hate-the evangelization of many Persians! 
p.611 

E:-tlwdLcct ure NotP,,.fStudy#5 EsthPr 7: 1-8.17 .do<' 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

107 

ON HIS SHOULDERS 

Our family likes to hike, and we've had some grand adventures together. 
But when our boys were small, our enthusiasm caused us to walk too fast and 
too far , and their legs often grew weary. They couldn't keep up the pace, 
despite their determined efforts and our assurance that the end of the trail was 
just over the next hill. 

"Dad," would come the plaintive request, accompanied by upraised arms, 
"will you carry me?" "Of course," I would reply, and hoist the child on my 
shoulders. He was not a burden, for he was little and light. 

How often, like my children, I've grown weary, and the end of my efforts 
is not even in sight. I can no longer keep up or accomplish the task. But I am 
learning that I can turn with arms upraised to my heavenly Father, who walks 
beside me, and I can ask Him to carry me. 

I know He will lay me on His shoulder as a shepherd carries the lamb 
that was lost (Luke 15:5). There He will joyfully carry me all day long, for I am 
little and light-no burden to Him. There I find rest, for "the beloved of the 
Lord shall dwell in safety by Him, who shelters him all the day long; and he 
shall dwell between His shoulders" (Deut. 33:12). -David H. Roper 

Ask the Savior to help you, 
Comfort, strengthen, and keep you; 

He is willing to aid you-
He will carry you through. -Palmer 

The God who holds the universe 
is the God who is holding you. 

(From Our Daily Bread, Wednesday, October 22, 2008) 
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(The Red Sea Rules: Ten God-Given Strategies for Difficult Times by Robert J . 
Morgan) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- Robert J. Morgan, 
2001. 

When Vance Havner, the wry North Carolina evangelist, lost his wife to 
disease, he was disconsolate. But out of the experience he later wrote: 

When before the throne we stand in Him complete, all the riddles that 
puzzle us here will fall into place and we shall know in fulfillment what 
we now believe in faith-that all things work together for good in His 
eternal purpose. No longer will we cry "My God, why?" Instead, "alas" 
will become "Alleluia," all question marks will be straightened into 
exclamation points, sorrow will cha nge to singing, and pain will be lost 
in praise. 11 

11. Vance Havner , Playing Marbles with Diamonds (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 
1995), 97. 

p.91 ----

-----------------~~-------
-----~---

l~;;thPr'Lect urr ~otPs/St udy#i> - Ef>t her 7. J .8. I I.doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

109 

JDle~ CONCLUSION: 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 

LESSON #1: "Many people seek the face of a ruler, but it is from the Lord that 
one receives justice" (Proverbs 29:26 NET). 

LESSON #2: "He has told you, 0 man, what is proper, and what the Lord 
really wants from you: He wants you to promote justice, to be faithful, 
and to live obediently before your God" (Micah 6:8 NET). 

LESSON #3: God's judgment is swift and certain. "But God said to him, 'You 
fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own 
what you have prepared?"' (Luke 12:20 NASB). 

LESSON #4: The swiftness of God's judgment is also seen in the judgment of 
Belshazzar: "This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, PARSIN. This is what these words mean: Mene: God has 
numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. Tekel: You 
have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. Peres: Your 
kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians .... That very 
night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain" (Daniel 5:25-28, 30 
NIV). 

LESSON #5: "Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written, 'Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,' says the 
Lord" (Romans 12:19 NASB). 

LESSON #6: "The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of 
the unfaithful destroys them" (Proverbs 11:3 NET). 

LESSON #7: "The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord like channels of 
water, he turns it wherever he wants" (Proverbs 21:1 NET). 
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LESSON #8: "There is a way that seems right to a person, but its end is the 
way of death" (Proverbs 14:12 NET). 

LESSON #9: "Righteousness guards the one who lives with integrity, but 
wickedness overthrows the sinner" (Proverbs 13:6 NET). 

LESSON #10: Lord, teach me how to turn to You and to trust You completely 
and to experience the joy of Your triumph. 
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Bush says: 

Clearly our story has reached its resolution. But that resolution is not 
yet complete. The crisis that set the story in motion was Haman's having 
written into immutable Persian law the edict that all the peoples of the empire 
were to be ready to annihilate all the Jews and to plunder their goods on one 
day, the thirteenth of the twelfth month, the month of Adar. Given the 
immutability of Persian law, it has not been possible simply to rescind 
Haman's edict. What Mordecai has been able to do is write and promulgate a 
counteredict that gives the Jews specific royal permission to defend themselves 
by destroying any and all who attack them. Hence, even though the Jews are 
now in the ascendancy with Esther as queen and Mordecai as grand vizier, the 
Jewish community is not yet safe, for Haman's edict still holds legal sway. It 
can in no way be taken for granted that, when 13 Adar comes, no one will rise 
against the Jews and seek to put the edict into effect. The crisis that set our 
story in motion still waits to be fully resolved, for 13 Adar still looms in the 
future as a day in which countervailing edicts and those that support them will 
yet face one another. Victory may seem secured, as the Jews' joy and 
celebrations affirm, but it is yet to be realized ... 
p.454 

Custis James says: 

FOCUS: Like a lot of women today, Esther was lulled to sleep by the culture's 
anesthetizing message that a woman's value depends on how she looks and on 
her ability to please others. Esther's story awakens us to the bold biblical 
message that God values and counts on his daughters as kingdom builders. 
p. 160 
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Lucado says: 

God's power to take the most negative situations and turn them into positive 
realities worthy of His praise is demonstrated throughout biblical history. 
There is not a crisis that goes beyond the bounds of God's creative power. 
Whether the difficulties come from Satan or other people, or are self-inflicted, 
or are experienced in the process of our obedience, it is the prerogative of God 
to rearrange, reconstruct, reinterpret, and realign the situation to bring glory 
and praise to His name ... Even Christ's death on the cross was transformed 
by the power of God into positive results and residual benefits of the 
redemption that many of us have come to know and enjoy. Since God is just, 
all that He permits is consistent with His justice .... God's justice guarantees 
that ultimately all that is unfair will be dealt with. We are naive to assume 
that all oflife in its fallen condition is fair and just. It is only safe to realize 
that God is just and that in His time and in His own way He will deal with 
both the injustice and those who have been unjust. 

p . 105 

Spurgeon says: 

(from The Upside of Down, 
by Joseph Stowell) 

Now, brethren, whatever mischief may be brewing against the cause of 
God and truth, and I dare say there is very much going on at this moment, for 
neither the devil, nor the Jesuits, nor the atheists are long quiet, this we are 
sure of, the Lord knows all about it, and He has His Esther and His Mordecai 
ready at their posts to frustrate their designs. The Lord has His men well 
placed, and His ambushers hidden in their coverts, to surprise His foes. We 
need never be afraid but what the Lord has forestalled His enemies, and 
provided against their mischief. 

Every child of God is where God has placed him for some purpose, and 
the practical use of this first point is to lead you to inquire for what practical 
purpose has God placed each one of you where you now are? You have been 
wishing for another position where you could do something for Jesus: do not 
wish anything of the kind, but serve Him where you are. If you are sitting at 
the King's gate there is something for you to do there, and if you were on the 
queen's throne, there would be something for you to do there; do not ask either 
to be gatekeeper or queen, but whichever you are, serve God therein. 
p . 161 
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Swindoll says: 

When I was a student at seminary, back in the fall of 1959, I heard a 
speaker conclude his message with a statement that has stayed wit h me all 
these years. He said, "Wh en God wants to do an impossible task, he takes an 
impossible person and crushes him." 

A. W. Tozer says much the same thing I one of his works: "It's doubtful 
whether God can bless a man greatly until He has hurt him deeply."50 I've 
quoted that and received mail from people who have said, "You make God 
appear awfully cruel." It's not cruelty, it's sovereignty. Your stubborn will 
does not intimidate Him. Painful though it will be for you, He will bring you to 
your knees. 

Some of you are children of God. But the way you live your life, very few 
can tell it, because you are so stubborn! You will not give in! But I say to you , 
you are no match for God. He will break you. He will bend you. He may even 
have to crush you, because He wants your heart. 

50. A. W. Tozer, The Root of the Righteous, (Camp Hill, Pa. : Christian Publications, 1986), 137. 

pp. 148-9 

Whyte says: 

Only open your eyes, and you will see all around you your circle set of 
God, and all dazzling you with its endless and splendid opportunities. Your 
most commonplace, most monotonous, most uninteresting, and most every-day 
circle so shines, if you only saw it aright. What a magnificent and unparalleled 
opportunity-you dare not deny it- is yours, for your self-control, for the 
reducing of your pride, for the extermination of your temper , for your humility 
and your patience, for the forgiving of your injuries, and for hiding your 
hungry, broken, bleeding heart with God! And what more would have? Yours 
is a circle with opportunities in it that an elect angel might well envy. Look, 0 
my soul! how many, and what manner of people, are in thy very family and all 
around thee, and every one in his evil, even more than in his good, a divine 
stepping-stone laid there of God for thee whereon to climb up to the place that 
He has prepared for thee in His heavenly kingdom. 
p.425 
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God Gives Before We Ask 

The bank sent me an overdraft notice on the checking account of one of 
my daughters. I encourage my college-age girls to monitor their accounts. 
Even so, they sometimes overspend. 

What should I do? Send her an angry letter? Admonition might help 
her later, but it won't satisfy the bank. Phone and tell her to make a deposit? 
Might as well tell a fish to fly. I know her liquidity. Zero. Transfer the money 
from my account to hers? Seemed to be the best option. After all, I had $25.37. 
I could replenish her account and pay the overdraft fee as well. Since she calls 
me Dad, I did what dads do. I covered my daughter's mistake. 

When I told her she was overdrawn, she said she was sorry. Still, she 
offered no deposit. She was broke. She had one option, "Dad, could you .. . " 
"Honey," I interrupted, "I already have." I met her need before she knew she 
had one. 

Long before you knew you needed grace, your Father did the same. He 
made an ample deposit. Before you knew you needed a Savior, you had one. 
And when you ask him for mercy, he answers, "Dear child. I've already given 
it." 

Max Lucado, Cure for the Common Life (Thomas Nelson, 2008), pp. 69- 70 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
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(The Joy of My Heart by Anne Graham Lotz) Nashville, TN: J Countryman I 
Thomas Nelson. Copyright - Anne Graham Lotz, 2004. 

A DIVINE APPOINTMENT 

Truly my soul silently waits for God; 
from Him comes my salvation. 

PSALM 62:1, NKJV 

H ave you ever considered that you have a divine appointment when you get up 
early for your quite time of prayer and meditation on His Word? That J esus is 
patiently, personally waiting to meet with you there? 

H ave you ever thought of going to church as a divine appointment? That 
J esus is patiently, personally waiting to meet with you there? 

Have you ever t hought of the Bible study you belong to as a divine 
appoint ment? That J esus is patiently, personally waiting to meet with you 
there? 

What a difference it would make in our attitude of expectancy and our 
habit of consist ency it we truly wrapped our hearts around the knowledge that 
each is a divine appointmen t, that J esus Himself is waiting to meet with us. 

J ust Give Me Jesus 
p.331 
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(Capt ured by Grace: No One is Beyond the Reach of a Loving God by David 
Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity Publishers. Copyright- David 
Jeremiah, 2006. 

In an age of instant gratification, nearly everything h as become 
available at rapid speed. You can receive an e-mail from the other side of the 
world only a second or two after it was composed, rather than wait ing for an 
old-fashioned stamped letter to work its way through the world's labyrinthine 
postal system . You can shed those ugly pounds in seven days. You can see a 
photograph in the handy viewer before the lens snaps . 

But a few things must still be brought to a slow simmer . Authentic, 
inside-out chan ge is one of those things. Salvation is the ultimate version of a 
"new you ." Having been told that you are a new creation, you expect to r ise 
and walk in newness of life. 

Why, then, do we have this creeping suspicion that nothing has r eally 
changed? Why do we still struggle with so many challenges in life: hasty 
wards, compulsive habits, seductive temptations? Why don't we feel the 
moment-by- moment desire to be all the wonderful t hings Christ has promised 
us we can be? 

Take heart. Every single one of us who answers to t he name of 
Christian is a fellow struggler in this regard. There is no "microwave" serving 
of spir itual maturity. We all have t o "work out [our] own salvation with fear 
and trembling" (Philippians 2:12). 
pp.65-66 
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(Morning and Evening by Charles H . Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 
Hendrickson. Copyright - Unknown. 

Surely there must be many, and they all sing of mercy received "hitherto." 
But the word also points forward. For when a man gets up to a certain mark 
and writes "hitherto," he is not yet at the end, there is still a distance to be 
traversed. More trials, more joys; more temptations, more triumphs; more 
prayer, more answers; more toils, more strength; more fights, more victories; 
and then come sickness, old age, disease, death. Is it over now? No! there is 
more yet-awakening in Jesu's likeness, thrones, harps, songs, psalms, white 
raiment, the face of Jesus, the society of saints, the glory of God, the fulness of 
eternity, the infinity of bliss. 0 be of good courage, believer, and with grateful 
confidence raise thy "Ebenezer," for-

He who hath helped thee hitherto 
Will help thee all thy journey through. 

When read in heaven's light how glorious and marvellous a prospect will thy 
"hitherto" unfold to thy grateful eye! 
p. 728 
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Lone Survivor: The E ewitness Account of 0 eration Redwin and the Lost 
Heroes of Seal Team 10 by Marcus Luttrell with Patrick Robinson) New 
York , NY: Back Bay Books I Little, Brown & Company. Copyright
Marcus Lut trell, 2007. 

The regular call had come in on time at around one that afternoon and 
they were expecting another "no news" update at four. But now the pho~e 
rang at three. Early. And accor ding to my dad, when Chief Gothro came 
outside and walked through the crowd to collect my mom, telling her there was 
a call from Coronado, she almost fainted. In her mind, there could be only one 
possible reason for the call, and t hat was the death of her little angel (that's 
me). 

Chief Gothro half carried her into the house, and when they arrived at 
the bedroom where the phone was installed, the first thing she saw was 
Morgan and my other brother, Scottie, with their arms around each other, 
sobbing uncontrollably. Everyone thought they knew the military. There 
could be only one reason for t he early call. They'd found my body on the 
mountain. 

Chief Gothro walked my mom to t he phone and informed her that 
whatever it was, she had to face it. A voice came down the line and demanded, 
"Chief, is the family assembled?" 

"Yessir." 
"Mr. and Mrs. Luttrell?" 
"Yes," whispered Mom. 
'We got him, ma'am. We got Marcus. And he's stable." 
Mom started to collapse right there on the bedroom floor. Scottie moved 

swiftly to save her from hitting it. Lieutenant JJ Jones bolted for the door, 
stood on the porch, and called for quiet. Then he shouted, 'They got him, guys! 
Marcus has been rescued." 

They tell me the roar which erupted over those lonely pastures way 
down there in the back country of East Texas could have been heard in 
Houston, fifty-five miles away. Morgan says it wasn't just your average roar. 
It was spontaneous. Deafening. Everyone together, top of t heir lungs, a pure 
outpouring of relief and joy for Mom a nd Dad and my family. 

It signaled the conclusion of a five-day vigil in which a zillion prayers 
had been offered by God-fearing folk; they understood in that split second after 
the announcement that those prayers had been asked and answered. For 
them, it was a confirmation of faith, of the unbreakable hope and belief, of the 
SEAL chaplain Trey Vaughn and all the others. 
pp. 359-60 
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(Jesus Among Other Gods: The Absolute Claims of the Christian Message by 
Ravi Zacharias) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- Ravi 
Zacharias, 2000. 

What a wonderful day it was when I stopped running and, by His 
strength, let the embrace of His love envelop me. The words of a famous hymn 
by Charles Wesley reflect that triumph a nd my story: 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
Fast bound in sin a nd nature's night. 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light. 
My chains fell off, my heart was free . 
I rose, went forth and followed thee.4 

4. Charles Wesley, "And Can It Be," Hymns of the Christian Life (Harrisburg, Pa.: 
Christian Publications, 1978), 104. 

p.20 
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