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A Practical Study of 

Ruth, Philemon & Jude: Biblical Postcards 

SESSION #2: Ruth 2:1-23 

TEXT: 
v. 1 Now Naomi had a relative on her husband's side, from the clan of 
Elimelech, a man of standing, whose name was Boaz. 
v. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, "Let me go to the fields and pick 
up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor." Naomi said to 
her, "Go ahead, my daughter." 
v. 3 So she went out and began to glean in the fields behind the harvesters. As 
it turned out, she found herself working in a field belonging to Boaz, who was 
from the clan of Elimelech. 
v. 4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, "The 
Lord be with you!" "The Lord bless you!" they called back. 
v. 5 Boaz asked the foreman of his harvesters, "Whose young woman is that?" 
v. 6 The foreman replied, "She is the Moabitess who came back from Moab with 
Naomi. 
v. 7 She said, 'Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the 
harvesters.' She went into the field and has worked steadily from morning till 
now, except for a short rest in the shelter." 
v. 8 So Boaz said to Ruth, "My daughter, listen to me. Don't go and glean in 
another field and don't go away from here. Stay here with my servant girls. 
v. 9 Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the 
girls. I have told the men not to touch you. And whenever you are thirsty, go 
and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled." 
v. 10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She exclaimed, 
"Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me-a foreigner?" 
v. 11 Boaz replied, "I've been told all about what you have done for your 
mother-in-law since the death of your husband-how you left your father and 
mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know 
before. 
v. 12 May the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly 
rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to 
take refuge." 
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v. 13 "May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord," she said. ''You have 
given me comfort and have spoken kindly to your servant-though I do not 
have the standing of one of your servant girls." 
v. 14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, "Come over here. Have some bread and dip 
it in the wine vinegar." When she sat down with the harvesters, he offered her 
some roasted grain. She ate all she wanted and had some left over. 
v. 15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, "Even if she gathers 
among the sheaves, don't embarrass her. 
v. 16 Rather, pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and leave them for 
her to pick up, and don't rebuke her." 
v. 17 So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then she threshed the barley 
she had gathered, and it amounted to about an ephah. 
v. 18 She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she 
had gathered. Ruth also brought out and gave her what she had left over after 
she had eaten enough. 
v. 19 Her mother-in-law asked her, "Where did you glean today? Where did 
you work? Blessed be the man who took notice of you!" Then Ruth told her 
mother-in-law about the one at whose place she had been working. "The name 
of the man I worked with today is Boaz," she said. 
v. 20 "The Lord bless him!" Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. "He has not 
stopped showing his kindness to the living and the dead." She added, "That 
man is our close relative; he is one of our kinsman-redeemers." 
v. 21 Then Ruth the Moabitess said, "He even said to me, 'Stay with my 
workers until they finish harvesting all my gi·ain."' 
v. 22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, "It will be good for you, my 
daughter, to go with his girls, because in someone else's field you might be 
harmed." 
v. 23 So Ruth stayed close to the servant girls of Boaz to glean until the barley 
and wheat harvests were finished. And she lived with her mother-in-law. 

J>o:,,lcanb1Le1 tun ~otps,Study"#2 - Ruth 2:1·23.doe 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Grand arents and Grandchildreni 

She was in the bathroom, putting on her makeup, under the watchful eyes of 
her young granddaughter as she'd done many times before. After she applied 
her lipstick and started to leave, the little one said, "But Gramma, you forgot to 
kiss the toilet paper good-bye!" 

My young grandson called the other day to wish me Happy Birthday. He asked 
me how old I was, and I told him, "62." He was quiet for a moment and then he 
asked, "Did you start at 1 ?" 

After putting her grandchildren to bed, a grandmother changed into old slacks 
and a droopy blouse and proceeded to wash her hair. As she heard the children 
getting more and more rambunctious, her patience grew thin. Finally, she 
threw a towel around her head and stormed into their room, putting them back 
to bed with stern warnings. As she left the room, she heard the three-year-old 
say with a trembling voice, "Who was THAT?" 

A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what her own childhood 
was like: "We used to skate outside on a pond. I had a swing made from a tire; 
it hung from a tree in our front yard. We rode our pony. We picked wild 
raspberries in the woods." The little girl was wide-eyed, taking this all in. At 
last she said, "I sure wish I'd gotten to know you sooner!" 

My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, "Grandma, do you know how 
you and God are alike?" I mentally polished my halo while I asked, "No, how 
are we alike?" "You're both old," he replied. 

A little girl was diligently pounding away on her grandfather's word processor. 
She told him she was writing a story. "What's it about?" he asked. "I don't 
know," she replied. "I can't read." 

I don't know if my granddaughter had learned her colors yet, so I decided to 
test her. I would point out something and ask what color it was. She would 
tell me and was always correct. It was fun for me, so I continued. At last she 
headed for the door, saying sagely, "Grandma, I think you should try to figure 
out some of these yourselfl" 

l'o~ttc1l'dsl!Rtture ~ote,; Stucl\#2 Ruth 2 1-2l.clo1• 
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When my grandson Billy and I entered our vacation cabin, we kept the lights 
off until we were inside to keep from attracting pesky insects. Still, a few 
fireflies followed us in. Noticing them before I did, Billy whispered, "It's no 
use, Grandpa. The mosquitoes are coming after us with flashlights." 

When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly replied, "I'm not sure." 
"Look in your underwear, Grandpa," he advised. "Mine says I'm four to six." 

A second grader came home from school and said to her grandmother, 
"Grandma, guess what? We learned how to make babies today." The 
grandmother, more than a little surprised, tried to keep her cool. "That's 
interesting," she said. "How do you make babies?" "It's simple," replied the 
girl. ''You just change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'." 

Children's Logic: "Give me a sentence about a public servant," said a teacher. 
One of the small boys wrote: "The fireman came down the ladder pregnant." 
The teacher took the lad aside to correct him. "Don't you know what pregnant 
means?" she asked. "Sure," said the young boy confidently. "It means carrying 
a child." 

A nursery school teacher was delivering a station wagon full of kids home one 
day when a fire truck zoomed past. Sitting in the front seat of the truck was a 
Dalmatian dog. The children started discussing the dog's duties. "They use 
him to keep crowds back," said one child. "No," said a nother, "he's just for good 
luck." A third child brought the argument to a close. "They use the dogs," she 
said firmly, "to find hydrants." 

Live simply; Love generously; Care deeply; Speak kindly; and Leave the rest to 
God. 

(Received via email from Brenda Lawless, March 11, 2008) 

Po,,.tcanl,._/l£cturP Note .. tStud~"#2 Huth ~ : l-2J.<luc 
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AN ODE TO A COWBOY 

He rode his last roundup 
And hung up his spurs, 
His 'kerchif and hat on their pegs. 
Bedroll's rolled up in the 
Bunkhouse, with the tattered 
Chaps he wore on his legs. 

And his well worn old saddle 
Is stacked in the corner, 
The blanket folded on top. 
With his run-over boots, 
And that old rawhide rope 
That brought many a calf to a stop. 

Where he's at now, there's 
No need for spurs. 
There's no bad one to hook. 
There's no hot dusty days or 
Bad storms and cold weather. 
His new 'kerchif and hat are for looks. 

And his saddle up there 
Is studded with gold. 
The old one he just left behind. 
His boots are made of 
The finest top leather and 
His rope, the finest of twine. 

He rode for the brand 
While here on this earth. 
He was just that kind of a man. 
Where he's at now on that 
Range that's beyond, you can bet 
He still rides for the brand. 

-Sam Davis 
11-26-01 

Po'"'tc;1rd,/lA'clurP ="otp,.,/Study#2 Ruth ~:l-2:3.<loc 
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Praying Against the Consequences of Si 

Most of us spend the first six days of each week sowing wild oats, then we go to 
church on Sunday and pray for a crop failure. 

- Fred Allen, U.S. comedian (1894-1956) 

Fred Allen, source unknown 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 

l'o<.;1c.1rd,.,/Jpcture Note-;/Study#:! Hut]• 2. 1·:.rn.doc 
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(When the Cowboys Come to Town (tape) by Stephen Bly) Winchester, Idaho: 
Bly Books. Copyright- Stephen Bly, 2003. 

(Side 1, #16) 

The Main Point About Cacti 

Yucca is not a cacti 
A fact that is plain to see 

Cause it ain't got no pointy spines 
A poking into me. 

Neither is an ocotillo, 
though it has thorns that's true 
and a cactus way of reaching out 

and grabbing a' hold of you. 

To identify a cactus 
just look right at the stem 

If it's flat you've got a prickly pear 
There's a hundred kind of them. 

If the stem is rib less and round 
then you've narrowed down things a lot. 

Without branches it's a pin cushion 
And with them a cholla is what you've got. 

But if your round stem does have ribs 
That run from bottom to peak 

And grows straight up without branches 
A barrel cactus is what you seek. 

If it's tall like a tree with no limbs 
and multiple stems at the ground, 

count them ribs if there's ten or more 
an organ pipe is what you've found. 

But, if it's lofty ribbed with a big main trunk 
and it's lifting its arms in prayer 

it's the most famous member of the family 
you've got a saguaro there. 

Now you know all there is about cacti. 
And you won't have to wonder by chance 

next time your pony bucks you off 
and you get stuck in the seat of your pants. 

Po,..tcanJ,._, J Pctun NotP•JStrnly#:Z Ruth 2 1 2'3.<loc 
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"The Color Pur le:" A Prodigal Returns 

The Color Purple, based on Alice Walker's Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, depicts 
life in the rural South in the early 1900s. 

Shug Avery has lived a rebellious life and broken her father's heart by 
following her dream of becoming a nightclub singer. Pastor Avery, fearing that 
acknowledging his daughter would be viewed as endorsing her lifestyle, has 
refused to speak to her for years. 

On a summer Sunday evening, Shug is singing at the local juke joint, which is 
only a few hundred yards from the country church where her father is 
preaching about how everyone has been a prodigal at some time. The choir 
begins to sing "God Is Trying to Tell You Something," and their voices can be 
heard at Shug's open-air club. Shug begins to sing the lyrics of the song she's 
known since childhood. Then she begins walking from the club toward the 
church. The club patrons follow her in single file. As Shug flings the door of 
the church open and walks down the center aisle, she continues to sing, "God is 
trying to tell you something." 

Her father stares at his grown daughter, and his face softens. The words of the 
gospel song penetrate his heart. After years of ignoring his hurting daughter, 
he realizes God is indeed trying to get his attention. He removes his glasses 
and steps down from the platform. 

Shug races to her dad and embraces him. He wraps his arms around her in 
forgiveness, and Shug begins to weep. 

Content: Rated PG-13 

Elapsed time: This scene begins at 02:22:30 and lasts about 4 minutes. 

The Color Purple (Warner Brothers, 1985), directed by Steven Spielberg; submitted by Greg 
Asimakoupoulos, Naperville, Illin 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday .com) 

J>oslc<J1·1.blLecturf> .'JotP.'<iStttfh112 Ruth 2.1-2:{.doc 
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One of the things that we have discovered in our first study in the BOOK 0 
UTHJ is that: 

SUFFERING AND TRAGEDY ARE JUST A PART AND PARCEL OF] 
GOD'S SOVEREIGN PURPOSE AND PLAN TO MAKE US MORE 
[LIKE THE SAVIOR. 

Naomi has come back to Bethlehem empty. She went out full with a husband 
and two sons. But now she comes back without all three of them. 

(Why? Trusting God When You Don't Understand by Anne Graham Lotz) 
Nashville, TN: W Publishing I Thomas Nelson. Copyright-Anne 
Graham Lotz, 2004. 

p. 30 

I have learnt to love the darkness of sorrow; 
there you see the brightness 

of His face. 

- :MADAME GUYON 

Po,,tcanblLPclure ~otp,,;/Stu<ly#:! Ruth 2 1-2.{.doc 
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(In God We Still Trust by Dr. Richard G. Lee) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson . 
Copyright - Thomas Nelson, Inc., 2009. 

SHIELD OF STRENGTH 

Captain Russell Rippetoe was a member of the Alpha Company, 3rd Battalion, 
75th Ranger Regiment, serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom in March 2003. 
Previously, while serving in Afghanistan, Rippetoe saw men die for the first 
time; and it brought a renewal to his Christian faith and a new passion for the 
Bible, which he carried in his backpack. On the chain around his neck, he 
wore a "Shield of Strength," a l-by-2-inch emblem that displays a U.S. flag on 
one side and the words from Joshua 1:9 on the other. In his combat diary 
dated March 27, Rippetoe had written: "Think about what Mom and I talked 
about: all things happening for a reason, and God knows the reason." 

On April 3, 2003, Alpha Company was manning a nighttime checkpoint 
near the Hadithah Dam in western Iraq when a vehicle approached. Suddenly, 
a woman jumped out and cried, 'Tm hungry. I need food and water!" 
Protecting his men, Rippetoe gave t he order to "hold back" as he moved toward 
the woman to see how he could help. When she hesitated, the driver detonated 
a car bomb that killed Captain Rippetoe, Sergeant Nino Livaudais, and 
Specialist Ryan Long, and wounded others. 

Rippetoe believed the ancient words given to Joshua: " ... the Lord my 
God is with me wherever I go." That he died trying to help someone else came 
as no surprise to those who knew him. He became the first casualty of the Iraq 
conflict to be buried at Arlington National Cemetery, the hallowed gi-ound that 
is memorial to more than 250,000 American soldiers spanning back to the 
Revolutionary War. 
p.46 

(A Lifetime of Wisdom : Embracing the Way God Heals You by J oni Eai-eckson 
Tada) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan . Copyright- J oni Eareckson Tada, 
2009. 

So now. "forty years of life in a wheelchair" later. h<.>re is the ruby. hard
won. Here is the wisdom I would so love to gi.ve my younger self. You l'l' on the 
right track. Joni. You'rp facing the righ direction. Tell God what's in your 
hc•art ... all of it. ThPn ~ettle,back, if only.for a moment, in the memory of who 
HP ha:-; heen to you, and how He has loved you and kept you through all your 
days. 
p.36 
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(A Lifetime of Wisdom: Embracing the Way God Heals You by Joni Eareckson 
Tada) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright- Joni Eareckson Tada, 
2009. 

A couple of year:::> ago I a greed to a guest appearance with a well-known 
Chri8tian televi8ion icon. After a number of minutes of carefully-Sharing my 
,·iews on healing and God's will, the host turned to the camera and said, 
"Brothers and sisters, we shouldn't.allow ourselves to be duped by Satan 111 

these matters. Healing i8 promised in God's Word, and it Teally all boils down 
to a matter of your faith." 

By implication, he was telling a national television audience tha t th(' 
rt>ason I sat then' be ·ide him in a wheelchair was because I didn't have faith. 
Or at least not enough. Had he never read all the times God specifically tclb 
His followers- ven followers with great faith-to expect hardship? Second 
Corinthians l:!'i says. "The sufferings o£ChrisLflow over into our lives.'' and 
Acts 14:22 warn8 u w mm; go through many hardships to enter the kingdom 
of God. And that 's just scratching the surface! 

Still. I was stung by those unex ected remarks and I felt my fac 
gl·owing hot with hurt.and indignation. It-was all I could do to wait for a 
commercial bn'ak.before tears flowed from y eyel:l. 

ThP man Jnay havo a huge ministry and millions of viewers, but he i~ 
wrong. God is God, and it i8 H and He alone who decides who will be healed 
and who will not. Yes, faith i8 vital to everything, and "without faith it is 
impo!Ssible to pl0ase Him." Bu faith's focu8 musL always be Jesus Christ.
and nobody draws c o:-;e to Christ will> doesn' r · 8hare in Ghri8 ·8 suffering._ 
Besides. at the end of the day, i i8 not who has the most faith, but what God in 
His wisdom, love, and sovereignty choose8 to do. 
p. 175 

(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 
Hendrickson. Copyright- Unknown. 

0 my soul, tune thy harp to a glad iillUg of llianksgiving! Go to thy rest 
l'('joicing. for thou art no desolat wanderer, but a beloved child, watched o.ve r. 
can'a for. supp1ied, and defended by thy Lord. 
p. 241 

Pobllc11·d~ I Rt tu re ~ol•, ~tudy#:2 Ru•h 2 1-:.! l doc 
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(ls God Really in Control? Trusting God in a World of Hurt by Jerry Bridges) 
Colorado Springs, CO: Navpress. Copyright - Jerry Bridges, 2006. 

As our heavenly Father, God loves us, His children, with a very special 
love, a fatherly love. He calls us His "chosen people, holy and dearly loved:' 
(Colossians 3: 12, emphasis added). As incredible as it may seem, "He will take 
great delight in you ... will rejoice over you with singing" (Zephaniah 3:17). 
He delights in us as a father deligh ts in his children. As Matthew Henry 
observed when commenting on Zephaniah 3:17, "The great God not only loves 
his saints, but he loves to love them." 

In Psalm 103:11, David speaks of God's fatherly love in this way: "For as 
high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear 
him." In the last chapter, we saw that God's ways are higher that our ways, as 
the heavens are higher than the earth. Here we see that God's love for His own 
is as high as the heavens are above t he earth. Just as God's wisdom, like the 
height of the heavens, cannot be measured, so God's love for us cannot be 
measured. No calamity that may come upon us, however great it may be, can 
carry us beyond the pale of God's fatherly love for us. 
p. 100-101 

A:s the 8Cene of our 8tud opens in .EPISODE #2, the words of J ob would be 
ver ·fitting on the lips of Naomi. 

~17:11 

My days are over, my hopes have disappeared, my heart's desires are 
broken. 

Let's launch into our study in RUTH 2 and sec what the Lord ha:-; for u::; in 
these verses. 

Po»tcanlo.; I.c>cturc NotPs Stllllv#.! Ruth 2·1-2:3.doc 
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Baxter says: 

With chapter ii. comes scene 2, and it is touchingly beautiful. Naomi is 
so destitute that she must allow Ruth to go even as a poverty-stricken gleaner 
among the roughish reapers, to fetch home at least some little for food. With 
beautiful self-forgetfulness Ruth goes to the fields , only too willing to make this 
somewhat humiliating yet honest effort after sustenance. She is providentially 
guided to a field of Boaz, a wealthy kinsman of Naomi. Every recorded word 
and act of Boaz reveals his manly piety and kindliness. He is impressed by the 
charm and modesty of the graceful gleaner, and, after enquiring about her, is 
only too glad to extend special privileges and protection to her for the full 
duration of the harvest, so that she may eat and drink with his reapers, and 
glean a goodly portion, being safeguarded the while from any improper freedom 
on the part of the young men. Ruth returns with the first days' welcome load 
to Naomi, who at once perceives the hand of God in what has happened. So 
Ruth continues her gleaning, throughout the barley and wheat harvests, in the 
fields of Boaz. 
p.37 

Bush says: 

The second act of the book, 2:1-23, reveals the concrete step toward the 
resolution of Naomi's lonely and bitter state, namely, the meeting between 
Ruth and Boaz. Our narrator begins this act in the drama with a scene, short 
and introductory, that explains how this meeting came about. It is well 
calculated to raise intriguing questions and possibilities and so to arouse and 
hold our interest. It commences not with an advance in the story line but with 
a digression in which the narrator addresses us, his readers, and introduces us 
to Boaz. Boaz, he informs us, is a man of substance and standing in the 
community from the same "clan" as Elimelech, and he stresses Boaz's kinship 
with Naomi through her husband. 
p. 105 
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Custis James says: 

Sine out of ten 1ciues u·ill s12end so11ie portion of their lil'es in 1cidotchood. 
The first time I camc acros::; that ::;ta tis tic in an article I was reading a 

shudder shot straight down my spine. Ninety percent! Whenever I think 
ahout that statistic (and I t1T hard not to). I feel an overwhelming urgc to stop 
what I'm doing and dash into th next,,room and phone the seminary to make 
.,.·ure Frank is okay. I can't imagine living life without him. But who am I to 
think I'll end up in the lucky 10 percent? 
p.55 

Custis James says: 

"Widow" is a label that has a way of suddenly affixing itself to a woman 
without her permission, often without warning, and certainly without apology 
for the drastic alterations it will bring into her life. Sometimes it comes upon a 
woman by stealth while she is sleeping or going about a normal day's business. 
Sometimes a husband literally simply slips through her fingers as she strokes 
his unresponsive hand and keeps anxious vigil by his hospital bedside. 
Sometimes, through the medium of modern technology, women watch their 
widowhood arrive live on CNN as a major catastrophe unfolds or some public 
figure is cut down. 

Given the odds, it seems strange that whenever the subject of widows 
comes up, we usually think of our grandmother or some elderly aunt. We 
never think of ourselves. If you haven't pictured yourself in the numbers yet, 
consider these unhappy statistics. Seventy-five percent of women are single 
when they die. One out of two married women who reaches the age of sixty
five will outlive her husband by fifteen years. Eighty to ninety percent of 
women will be responsible for the household income at some point in their 
adult lives. According to U.S. Census 2000 figures, there are nearly twelve 
million widows in this country alone. Notions of husbands protecting and 
providing for us go up in smoke when we study the data. Instead, we get the 
distinct impression that a lot of women are doing life alone, and their ranks are 
growing. The statistics do not even begin to measure the pain. 
pp. 55-56 
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15 

Custis James says: 

Naomi's ruin stirred up the same deep struggle with God. Her story and 
Job's suspend us between the painful realities of our fallen world and the God 
who calls us to trust him even when we're missing big pieces to the puzzle and 
he isn't giving answers. But similarities between Job and Naomi end as she 
heads down a dark and treacherous road that even Job is spared from 
traveling. 
p. 57 

Custis James says: 

Naomi and Job share a fundamental equality in that they have both lost 
everything. Their lives are in ruins, and their souls are drowning in grief. But 
the biggest distinction between them is the most obvious one-Naomi is a 
woman and Job is not. In the ancient patriarchal culture, his maleness 
counted for a lot. Doors might open to him, doors that are bolted shut to 
Naomi. Poverty is not inevitable for Job. He can work; he can rebuild. He 
may endure the unjust accusations of trusted friends, but he will not face 
degradation, discrimination, or physical abuse because he is male. He still 
retains a level of stature in the community, even though his character is under 
the microscope . If anyone raises a hand against him, Job has his rights and 
can take legal action. The offender will be prosecuted. 

But the roof has caved in on Naomi. She faces a whole new layer of 
adversity because she is a woman in a culture that defers to men. Death strips 
her down until she stands nakedly before God without the usual props a 
woman counts on to justify her significance. This is where Naomi's story 
enlarges to encompass every woman who is (or fears ending up) alone 
regardless of the reason. Naomi's culture expected a woman to secure her 
place in society through marriage and motherhood. Although women today 
have more options, that expectation remains alive and well in the present, both 
in our culture and inside of us. The destruction of Naomi's wife and mother 
credentials sounds the death knell for her. Bereft, she floats on her own, 
disconnected from everything that gives her life meaning. 
pp. 57-58 
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Custis James says: 

When Naomi arrived in Bethlehem, she may have felt like a useless 
piece of driftwood that had washed up on the beach-a relic of a bygone golden 
era, a woman who had outlived her usefulness. In God's eyes, she was still on 
active duty and the treasure of his heart. Her story has purpose written all 
over it, although the signals she receives from the culture and from her own 
heart tell her otherwise. She is unaware of the fact that, instead of setting her 
aside, God is readying her for a strategic kingdom mission. 
p.70 

De Haan says: 

NAOMI who had been driven from Bethlehem because of famine in the house 
of bread, is now returning after almost ten years of exile. During her 
banishment from home she had suffered unspeakable tragedy and 
bereavement, but she had gained a daughter. Ruth the Moabitess returns with 
Naomi. We have seen how closely Naomi's experience foreshadowed the 
history of her nation Israel. Israel too left her land wasted and spoiled, to 
sojourn for centuries among the nations. During Israel's rejection God is 
calling out a Bride for Naomi's Redeemer and Messiah; and then when the 
good news came that there was bread in Bethlehem, she returns to the land. 
p. 79 

Duguid says: 

Have you ever hit rock bottom? Sometimes we feel as if we are not 
simply scraping the bottom of the barrel but have already taken the barrel, 
held it upside down, shaken it, and discovered that there is absolutely nothing 
left in it. Further scraping would be a fruitless task, because there is nothing 
left to scrape. That is where Naomi and Ruth found themselves in the 
beginning of Ruth 2. From her state of fullness at the beginning of the book, 
where Naomi had a husband and two sons to support her and take care of her, 
Naomi had been reduced to a state of emptiness with no one around her to help 
her. The only one left was her pesky Moabitess daughter-in-law, Ruth, and she 
wasn't too sure whether Ruth was more of an asset or an embarrassment. 
p. 154 
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Gaebelein says: 

How simple and beautiful is the story which follows. The mighty man of valor 
knows evidently all about her, though he does not act at once in her behalf. He 
appears on the harvest field. Beautiful greeting he brings! "The Lord be with 
you"; and they answer him, "The Lord bless thee." Gracious are his words to 
her, who had cast herself upon his grace, for Ruth had said to Naomi, "Let me 
now go to the field and glean ears of corn after him in whose sight I shall find 
grace." She anticipated in faith, though she did not fully know what grace was 
awaiting her. 
p. 121 

George says: 

Have you ever felt like you just happened to be in the right place at the 
right time? Today we witness just such a situation of God's guidance and care 
for His two widowed women, Naomi and Ruth. True, each of these women had 
made a hard choice ... but now their hard choices began to pay off and to 
"reap" benefits (quite literally, as you'll soon see!) as God began to open the 
windows of heaven and to pour out His blessings upon them. 

Naomi chose to return to the land of God's people and to the place where 
worship of the true God occurred. And Ruth chose to go with her, declaring her 
faith in these now eternal famous words, "Your people shall be my people, and 
your God, my God" (Ruth 1:16). 

Beloved, it is true that if our circumstances find us in God, we shall find 
God in all our circumstances! 
p. 111 

Henry says: 

I. Ruth's humility and industry in gleaning corn, Providence directing her to 
Boaz's field , ver. 1-3. II. The great favour which Boaz showed to her in many 
instances, ver. 4-16. III. The return of Ruth to her mother-in-law, ver. 18-23. 
p.277 
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Jackman says: 

The second chapter of Ruth operates on a formally stylized pattern of 
interrelated dialogues, of which there are five: Ruth and Naomi (vv. 2-3), Boaz 
and the reapers (vv. 4-7), Boaz and Ruth (vv. 8-15a), Boaz and the reapers (vv. 
15b-16), and Ruth and Naomi (vv. 19-22). 
p.317 

MacArthur says: 

2:1-23 Two widows, newly at home in Bethlehem after Naomi's ten-year 
absence, needed the basics of life. Ruth volunteered to go out and glean the 
fields for food (cf. James 1:27). In so doing, she unintentionally went to the 
field of Boaz, a close family relative, where she found great favor in his sight. 
p.292 

Phillips says: 

p.314 

Phillips says: 

"God is not an employer looking for employees; 
h e is an eagle looking for people who will take 

refuge under his wings." 
John Piper 

God is at worl< providentially arranging the. details of our lives to 
accornpl i sh his purposes. 
p. 314 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

19 

Wiersbe says: 

Ruth was a young believer, but she knew enough of the Word to 
understand that she was permitted to glean in the fields during the harvest 
(Lev. 19:9-10). She trusted the God who was concerned about widows and the 
poor (Exod. 22:22; Deut. 10: 18), and He did not fail. When we trust God and 
obey Him, He begins to work on our behalf (Prov. 3:5-6). 

There were at least two men in Bethlehem who could permanently 
deliver Ruth and Naomi from their poverty and loneliness, and God 
providentially led Ruth to the field of one of them, Boaz. (See Ps. 25:9; Isa. 
42: 16.) It was not the bitterness of Naomi but the faithfulness of Ruth that 
changed the picture. 

Boaz protected Ruth and provided for her even before she discovered 
who he was. (On his part, it was probably love at first sight!) Instead of living 
on leftovers, Ruth became a friend of"the lord of the harvest" who gave her 
generous gifts. Can you see in all of this a picture of what Christ has done for 
His own? 
pp. 156-7 

Wiersbe says: 

God's purpose in providence is not to make us comfortable, but to make us 
conformable, "conformed to the image of His Son" (Rom. 8:29). Christlike 
character is the divine goal for each of His child.Ten. 

Naomi was bitter against God, but Ruth was willing for God to have His 
way in her life; so God began His gracious work with Ruth. Ruth would 
influence Naomi, and then God would bring to pass a wonderful work that 
would eventually bring the Son of God into the world. Ruth and Naomi had no 
idea that they were part of an eternal plan that would fulfill God's promise to 
Abraham that his seed would bring blessing to the whole world (Gen. 12:1-3). 
Ruth's story begins wit the death of a husband, but it will end with the birth of 
a baby. Her tears will be turned into triumph. 

If we want God to work in our lives and circumstances and accomplish 
His gracious purposes, then there are certain conditions that we must meet. 
These conditions are illustrated in Ruth's experiences in this chapter. 
p. 185 

/lo;,te.mh.!Lectun• Note1</St11d\'#2 l~uth ~ 1-28 <lor 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

20 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles chapter 2: 

Seeking Provisions Responsibly 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further: 

Ruth was now a believer (cf. v. 12). She was in the land of Israel. How 
would she act? Since Moabites were excluded from the congregation of Israel 
(Deut. 23:3), she was there by grace. The events in Ruth 2 show how she was 
received. In this chapter another person, Boaz, a wealthy farmer, is 
introduced. Would he be a responsible member of the godly congregation of 
Israel? Naomi was home. Would her grief assuage and her depression heal? 
By their words and their actions these three persons revealed their true 
characters. 

l'ostl'arclsn ,1. ctUl'P )Jotes/StuJv#:! Ruth 2: 1-23.doc 
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n o 

The NET Bible translates verse 1: 

Now Naomi h ad a relat ive on her husband's side of the family named 
Boaz. He was a wealthy, prominent ma n from the clan of Elimelech. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 1: 

It so happened that Naomi had a relative by marriage, a man prominent 
and rich, connected with Elimelech's family. His name was Boaz. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these first three verses: 

A God -guided happening 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 

The female dominance in the story now was modified by refer ence to an 
impor tant male. Boaz was a near relative of Elimelech, Naomi's deceased 
husband ... Boaz was a man of outstanding qualities. The Hebrew words 'is 
gibbor J;iayil, transla ted man of standing, are liter ally, "a mighty man of 
valor." These same words are used of Gideon and J epht hah , each of whom was 
called a "mighty warrior" . . . They were men of valor-capable, efficien t, and 
worthy in battle . Boaz was a mighty man of valor, capable in his community, 
and lived an exemplary lifestyle ... 

J>o,..tcanl.-./J*cturP Nott-><./St11d~'#~ Huth 2:1-23 doc 
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Atkinson says: 

Only then does the true significance of her meeting become apparent to her 
(2:20). Not until then does Ruth realize that the meeting is no accident, but 
part of the caring purpose of a gracious God. 

But we, the readers, are told about Boaz in this first verse. Our story
teller is preparing us with the information here for this reason: that when later 
Ruth meets Boaz in what seems to be a purely accidental way, we are in the 
know. Behind the apparent chances of the ordinariness of day-to-day 
encounters, God is expressing his providential rule and care, his covenanted 
grace. 
p. 56 

Barber says: 

For the present, all we need to know is that Boaz was destined to 
become the means whereby the grace of God was extended to Naomi. 
p. 51 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

This chapter opens a window on the hardships of the poor in ancient Palestine. 
The first verse immediately establishes the relationship of Boaz to Naomi: he 
was a "relative" of Elimelech, specifically, he was from Elimelech's "clan." He 
was also a "man of standing," meaning that he was either a good warrior (cf. 
Jdg. 6:12; 11:1) or a distinguished, honored person. The origin of the name 
Boaz is ,uncertain. 
p. 371 
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Custis James says: 

This accolade is the ancient world's equivalent of the Pulitzer Prize or 
the Congressional Medal of Honor. It distinguishes Boaz from other men as a 
champion of sorts. He is "a mighty man of power, a worthy man,'' a fact his 
subsequent actions corroborate. According to Hebrew scholars, a man of valor 
is "the elite warrior similar to the hero of the Homeric epic." The word 
encompasses attributes like strength, wealth, honorable reputation, 
competence, and action. No one knows whether Boaz was a decorated military 
hero, but given Israel's frequent bloody clashes with neighboring nations 
during the period of judges, that is entirely possible. We know Boaz best as a 
landowner, the master of the fields where much of Ruth's story takes place. He 
is a man with the resources, the character, and the clout to make a difference 
for Naomi. 
p.95 

Davis says: 

Boaz, according to verse 1, was a "friend" or "acquaintance" . .. of 
Naomi's husband. He is also described as a "mighty man of valor" . .. here 
better translated a "man of wealth" or a "man of property." Ruth then 
requested that she be permitted to go to the fields to glean grain after the 
reapers. Ruth evidently had knowledge of the law of Moses which indicated 
that those owning fields were to permit gleaners to gather grain after the 
reapers. This was done in order that the poor might have adequate provision 
made for their needs (cf. Lev. 19:9; 23:22; Deut. 24:19). The fact that Naomi 
did not join in the gleaning probably indicates that she was either weary from 
the journey or incapable of such activity because of age. 
p. 162 

Henry says: 

He carries might in his name, Boaz-in him is strength; and he was of the 
family of Elimelech, that family which was now reduced and brought so low. 
p.277 
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Hubbard says: 

The Hebrew syntax signals the opening of a new episode. It also serves to 
introduce a new character whose actual appearance comes later. By giving 
only the barest details, however, the introduction aroused audience curiosity 
and added suspense to the tale. Specifically, the author informed the reader 
that Naomi had a friend (lit. "To Naomi [there was] a friend"). 
p. 132 

Hubbard says: 

The mere introduction of this figure, however, did not guarantee his 
involvement in the story. He was obviously an impressive person-his fulness 
was the counterpart of Naomi's emptiness. At this point, one suspects that he 
is destined for a crucial role. Precisely how he would become involved
willingly or unwillingly-remains to be seen. Significantly, his mention 
provides the audience a bit of information of which even the main characters 
are unaware. 
p. 135 

Jackman says: 

Immediately as the chapter begins, Boaz is introduced. In one of the 
author's foreword "flashes," we are left in no doubt as to whom the future hope 
of Naomi and Ruth rests on. Here is the first step in the fulfillment of all that 
the symbol of barley harvest stands for. Boaz, whose name means "in him is 
strength," is introduced as a man of standing, through his great wealth; but 
much more important, he is a kinsman of Elimelech. This is the first 
indication to the reader that God is already working His purposes out. 
p. 318 

Keil & Delitzsch say: 

The account of this occurrence commences with a statement which was 
necessary in order to make it perfectly intelligible, namely that Boaz, to whose 
field Ruth went to glean, was a relative of Naomi through her deceased 
husband Elimelech. 
p . 477 
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MacArthur says: 

This man was possibly as close as a brother of Elimelech (cf. 4:3), but if not, 
certainly within the tribe or clan. a man of great wealth. Lit. "a man of 
valor" (cf. Judg. 6;12; 11:1) who had unusual capacity to obtain and protect his 
property. Boaz. His name means "in him is strength." He had never married 
or was a widower ... 
p.292 

McGee says: 

Here we have Boaz introduced to us, and he is actually the hero of our 
story. He will be the one who will set before us the type of the kinsman
redeemer- but that's a little later. Notice that immediately he's identified as a 
kinsman of her husband. That is important to note. "And Naomi had a 
kinsman." I can't pass that by without saying that Boaz is a picture and a type 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. And it can be said of you and of me that we have a 
Kinsman also, one who was made like we are, yet sinless-"holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners" (Heb. 7:26). He is the one who is able to save 
us to the utter-most. The name Boaz, by the way, means "strength." He was a 
mighty man of wealth. 
p.96 

Parker says: 

BOAZ was not only a forerunner but a type of Christ. As compared with 
some of the greater luminaries of the Bible, Boaz was but a secondary star; yet, 
in two aspects, he is amongst the brightest lights in the Biblical constellation. 
Even socially, Boaz is a man worth knowing-quite a healthy soul, the winds of 
heaven getting well around him, and the sunshine falling amply into every fold 
and crevice of his gracious life. Boaz had fields, and lived much in the open air. 
A man of cheerful voice and well-controlled hilarity; a model agriculturist, 
quite a man to be copied and lived over again, age after age: so hospitable, so 
blithe, so strong, so bright-eyed altogether. When he came into the harvest 
fields he said to his reapers, "The Lord be with you;" and the reapers answered, 
"The Lord bless thee." That was farm-life in the olden times. There is nothing 
humiliating in that scene, nothing merely sentimental; there is the pledge of 
happy fellowship, sacred and prosperous cooperation. 
p.204 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

2:1 Boaz was related to Naomi's husband, Elimelech. This notice 
su ggests the possibility of a solution for the distressed situation in which 
Naomi and Ruth found themselves. The status of a widow in the ancient 
Middle East was difficult at best. In times of trouble, the widow's sit uation 
was intolerable. That was why God commanded His people to care for the 
widow and the orphan (Deut. 24:19-22). As a relative, Boaz could stand up for 
t he rights of these two women. He was described as a man of great wealth, 
a person of noble character and of high standing in the community. The name 
Boaz probably means "Swift Strength." 
p.339 

Unger says: 

Boaz is presented as a relative of Naomi and thus a potential kinsman
redeemer and a mighty man of wealth. His name, Boaz, means "in him is 
strength ." He is typical of our Lord J esus Christ, "the wealthy One." As he "in 
whom there is strength," Boaz aptly portrays the Kinsman-Redeemer. 
p. 354 

PostcimJ.... Lec.t un :\'otP-; Study~:! Ruth 2.1 ·23 doc 
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Younger says: 

Verse 1 serves as a parenthetical digression in which one of the major 
characters is proleptically introduced. The name is withheld to the last 
possible moment. He is described first in relationship to Naomi, "a relative on 
her husband's side." It was necessary to state that Naomi had a relative on her 
husband's side of the family in order to make clear that the blood relationship 
is with her husband and not with her (since Israelite marriage was 
endogamous). This relative is further described as "a ma n of standing" . .. 
from the clan of Elimelech . 

The phrase ... is difficult to translate into English. The word gibb6r 
comes from a root meaning "mighty" a nd is frequently t r anslated "warrior." 
The word J:iayil can mean "strength, power , ability, capability, wealth," and its 
meaning depends on the context in which it is used. In a military setting it 
refers to a warrior, particularly one who has distinguished himself in armed 
combat. In other contexts, it can refer to wealth (2 Kings 15:20) or ability (1 
Kings 11:28). It designates one who possesses social standing and a good 
reputation. In this context it connotes not only wealth a nd status but also 
ability, honor, and capability. Thus it is clearly used as a description of 
character ... 
pp. 439-40 
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(In God We Still Trust by Dr. Richard G. Lee) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 
Copyright-Thomas Nelson, Inc. , 2009. 

''GOD, GIVE Us MEN" 

Jo~iah Gilbert Bolland (181U-1881), a poet and the founder and editor of the 
popular Scribner's Monthly (afterward the Century Magazine), penned t hese 
famous words: 

p.61 

God giv us men.1 A time lille this demands 
Strong minds, great hearts, tnle faith and ready hands; 
Men zchom the lust of office does not hill; 

Men tl'liom the spoils of office can not buy; 
Men u·ho possess opinions and a zcill; 

1\1en zrho have honor; men icho u;i/l not lie,,·~::::::::=:, 
Men u:ho can stand before the demagogue-. 

And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking! 
Tall 1nen, s1m-cro1cned, zcho live above the fog 

In public duty, and in private thinhing; 
For while the rabble, u:ith .. their thumb-zrorn creeds, 
Their large professions and their little deeds, 
Mingle in selfish strife, lo! Freedom weeps, 
Wrong rules the land.and.waiting 

Justice sleeps. 

(The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith by Timothy 
Keller) New York, NY: Penguin Group. Copyright-Timothy Keller , 
2008. 

God's love and forgiveness can pardon and restore any and every kind of sin or 
wrongdoing. It doesn't matter who you are or what you've done. It doesn't 
matter if you've deliberately oppressed or even murdered people, or how much 
you've abused yourself. The younger brother knew that in his father's house 
there was abundant "food to spare," but he also discovered that there was grace 
to spare. There is not evil that the father's love cannot pardon and cover, there 
is no sin that is a match for his grace. 
p.24 
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'- \ L v. )An<l R11th the Moahi1,ess sai<l to Naomi: "Let me go to t he field§ and pick 
!UP the leftover "ram behmd anyone m whose eyes I find favor." Naomi 
said to her. "Go ahead. my dau~hter .J 

The NET Bible translates verse 2: 

One day Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, "Let me go to the fields so I 
can gather grain behind whoever permits me to do so." Naomi replied, 
"You may go, my daughter." 

Peterson paraphrases verse 2: 

One day Ruth, the Moabite foreigner, said to Naomi, "I'm going to work; 
I'm going out to glean among the sheaves, following after some harvester 
who will treat me kindly." Naomi said, "Go ahead, dear daughter." 

Ruth, as a new believer, is aware of God's purpose an~ our lives. 
could well have been thinking along the same lines as~n: 

~nr26:4.6 ) 
Show me the path where I should walk, 0 Lord, 

point out the right road for me to follow; 
lead me by your truth and teach me, 

for you are the God who saves me, 
all day long I put my hope in you. 

Or perhaps it was: 

1Pmgdia 8;H 0 

She 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, do not depend on your own 
understanding; seek his will in all you do, and he will direct your paths. 

Po"tuml Ll'< tm e :-.Jot"" Sturl)#2 Ruth 2 I :?1.dor 
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Leviticus 19:9-10 

"When you harvest your crops, do not harp the grain along the edges of 
your fields and do not pick up what the harvesters drop. It is the same 
with your grape crop. Do not strip every last bunch of grapes from the 
vines and do not pick up the gi·apes that fall to the gi·ound. Leave them 
for the poor and the foreigners who live among you. For I the Lord am 
your God. 

Deuteronomy 24:19-21 

When you are harvesting your crops and forget to bring in a bundle of 
grain from your field, don't go back to get it. Leave it for the foreigners, 
orphans, and widows, and the Lord your God will bless you in all you do. 
When you beat the olives from your olive trees, don't go over the bows 
twice. Leave some of the olives for the foreigners, orphans, and widows. 
This also applies to the grapes in your vineyard. Do not glean the vines 
after they are picked, but leave any remaining grapes for the foreigners, 
orphans, and widows. 

Ruth was not on) those people that sit around and wait fo r things to happen. 
ShP makes a reguest of Naomi: 

'LET ME GO TO THE FIELDS AND PICK UP THE LEFTOYE 
GRAIN BEHIND ANYONE IN WHOSE EYES I FIND FAYOR.'' 

I think she. has. 

"GO AHEAD, MY DAUGHTER." 

""°r~ ,,.. e, ~v
\-1-Cl.M a A ~°''~..c. ~ 

w a>A + A-w"'4'f A " ~e b ~ '1!.~ p +"1 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The author again reminded the readers that Ruth was a Moabitess ... 
perhaps to highlight the favorable treatment she was to receive from Boaz. 
Ruth understood the rights of the poor in Israel to gather grain in a field after 
the harvesters had passed through. The corners of the field were to be left for 
the poor to reap ... Some generous landowners were known to have left as 
much as one-fourth of their crop for the needy and aliens. Ruth did not wait 
for Naomi to serve her; she took the initiative. Naomi encouraged Ruth to go. 

Atkinson says: 

One of the most important features of faith in God's providence is that it 
teaches us that even our accidents are within his care. 

The theme of chapter 2 now develops into the growing relationship 
between Ruth, the poor widowed girl from Moab, and Boaz, the influential man 
of means who was related to Naomi's late husband. Ruth, all unaware of Boaz 
at this stage, takes advantage of one of the generous provisions of the law of 
Israel, that concerning gleaning. Out of concern for the helpless, the poor and 
the 'sojourner', the Levitical laws required reapers in the fields at harvest time, 
and also husbandmen in the vineyards and olive groves, to leave a portion of 
the crop, including the edges of the grain fields, to be collected by the needy. 
The reapers were not to go back for the grain that they had missed or dropped. 
p.59 

Atkinson says further: 

Ruth's gentle loyalty to her mother-in-law, one of the most appealing 
features of this altogether rich and good relationship, is underlined by her 
request to Naomi for permission to go. Naomi is very much the human moving 
power in the background behind the choices of Ruth in chapters 2 and 3. 
p.61 
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Barber says: 

Although Ruth has only been in Bethlehem a short time, she has already 
looked about the area to see what she can do to support her mother-in-law. 
She is proactive, not reactive. She does not wait for something to happen but 
takes the initiative. In this she sets a good example for those in a similar 
situation. 

Different people respond to adversity and the painful reverses of life in 
different ways. Some become passive and expect everything to be done for 
them. As their dependency on others increases, they also tend to cling to them 
for support. 
p. 51 

Barber says further: 

Without waiting for any prompting, Ruth tells Naomi, "Let me now go to 
the field and glean." She is appropriately assertive and at the same time 
willingly subordinate to her mother-in-law. She is a stranger and naturally 
looks to Naomi for guidance in matters oflocal custom. But this has not made 
her passive. Her ability to see needs and try to meet them indicates her 
freedom of thought and decisiveness. 
p.52 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

... Ruth hoped she would locate a field in which she would "find favor"; such a 
desire probably reflects her awareness of how either the poor or foreigners 
were frequently treated by hostile landowners. Naomi granted Ruth's request 
and added an affectionate "my daughter." 
p. 371 

Postrn1·ds!LPtture Notp,.;/Sturl~·#~ Ruth 2 1-:n.<lrH' 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

33 

Block says: 

In this short scene the roles reverse. For the first time Ruth is portrayed as 
the primary actor, and Naomi's role is that of "reactor." The scene consists of 
two phases, the first transpiring in the house where Naomi and Ruth are 
staying and the second on the way to the field. As in previous episodes, the 
former phase is taken up almost entirely with dialogue. But this time Ruth 
seizes the initiative. The narrator's identification of her again as "the 
Moabitess" reflects the extraordinary nature of her action. She, an alien in a 
foreign land, is determined to make something of her life. 

Ruth approaches her mother-in-law and requests permission to go out 
and get some food for them by gleaning in the fields. Although recent 
commentators have tended to understand the construction ... "Let me go," as 
an expression of firm resolve, the NIV and most other translations rightly 
interpret her speech as a polite request. Her intended actions are defined by 
the verb ... "to glean, to gather scraps." This activity is to be distinguished 
from ordinary harvesting . . . inasmuch as it involves picking up ears . . . of 
grain that the harvesters have inadvertently dropped or left standing. 
p.652 

Block says: 

Naomi's affirmative response is described in two short but tender words, 
"Go ahead, my daughter." The bitterness of her tone at the end of Act 1 seems 
to have subsided by now, and v. 3a finds her daughter-in-law headed for the 
fields to glean. The reader wonders if Ruth will find a gracious harvest host. 
p.653 

Bush says: 

... the story resumes, not with Naomi but with Ruth the Moabitess. Still 
absorbed with the bitter affliction and emptiness of her life, Naomi remains 
inactive and but for two words keeps her silence. It is Ruth who takes the 
initiative to provide the wherewithal to sustain their life by offering to glean in 
the fields. True to her character, in deference to her mother-in-law she politely 
requests her acquiescence. Naomi responds with nothing more than two words 
of assent: "You-may-go, my-daughter." Is it advanced age that keeps her from 
gleaning with Ruth in the fields, or has she pursued her suffering into the 
withdrawal of despair? 
p. 105 
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Custis Jam es says: 

We have idealized images of how gleaning actually worked. We've all 
seen lovely pastoral paintings of gentle maidens scooping up armloads of 
golden grain. It reality, gleaners were often mistreated and went home 
hungry. A landowner might choose to keep them out or eject them if he 
pleased. Harvesters could get rough. Unattached women were especially at 
risk and could be (and were) victimized. Then, of course, gleaners competed 
with each other. Bump into another gleaner who is stronger, more aggressive, 
or simply hunger-driven, and you can expect to get shoved around. Depending 
on conditions and attitudes in the field, Ruth could easily labor all day and not 
bring home enough to feed her mother-in-law and herself. 
p.98 

De Haan says: 

The name, Boaz, means "In him is the strength." He is to become the 
redeemer of Naomi's lost estate, and the husband of the widow Ruth. How all 
this was brought about in the providence of God is a story of deepest human 
interest and beauty. Naomi and Ruth are both poverty-stricken upon their 
arrival in Bethlehem. They have nothing and so employment must be found. 
Naturally it would fall upon the younger of the two to go and seek for food. 
p.82 

Duguid says: 

Gleaning was hard work; it was hot work; it was not necessarily safe 
work either, since not every landowner would fulfill the provisions of the law. 
It was perhaps especially dangerous for a foreign woman, a Moabitess, who 
had no clan connections to protect her or to call on in distress. So when Ruth 
volunteered to go out and glean to provide food for the two of them, she was 
making herself vulnerable not just for her own sake but for Naomi's too (Ruth 
2:2). She was stepping out in faith that somewhere out there was a generous, 
God-fearing landowner who would make room for the poor. Faith doesn't 
simply sit around waiting for provision to drop down from heaven; we are 
called to do what we can, and as we do, to trust that God will provide for our 
needs. 
p. 157 
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Harris, Brown & Moore say: 

Hunger drives Ruth to ask Naomi for permission to go to the fields. 
p.327 

Harris, Brown & Moore say: 

Naomi responds to Ruth's request with two short words: leki bitti, Go 
ahead, my daughter. With these words, Naomi does more than just give 
Ruth permission. She confesses her willingness to change. Elimelech, Mahlon, 
and Kilian, her previous sources of sustenance, are all dead. Whether she likes 
it or not, she has a different life now, a harder life. Granting permission to 
Ruth to glean alongside the rest of the institutionalized poor is the point where 
Naomi hits rock bottom. 
p.328 

Hubbard says: 

Ruth made an unexpected announcement: I am going to the fields. The 
statement's abruptness suggests that virtually no time has passed since the 
arrival of Naomi and Ruth (1:19-22). Thus, Ruth passed up all recuperation 
from the trip in order to take advantage of the short harvest season. One 
wonders, of course, how Ruth arrived at the idea and why Naomi herself 
neither suggested it nor participated in it. 
p. 136 

Hubbard says: 

In terse rhyme ... Naomi concurred: Go ahead, my daughter. For one so 
given to bitter oratory earlier (cf. 1:11-13, 20-21), Naomi was strangely 
acquiescent, even affectionate (my daughter). Against expectations, she 
neither warned Ruth of imminent dangers nor wished her well. Does her 
terseness reflect physical weakness or emotional despair? Without meeting 
with Boaz. Indeed, the hurried push ahead hinted that this day might be a 
turning point for Ruth. 
p. 139 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

The right of gleaning was conferred by the positive law on the widow, the poor, 
and the stranger (see on Lev. 19:9, 10; Deut. 24:19, 21). But liberty to glean 
behind the reapers was not a right that could be claimed; it was a privilege 
granted or refused according to the good will or favor of the owner. 
p.203 

Lange says: 

Naomi was manifestly in need. No one seemed to help her, nor had she the 
heart to ask. It is but too clear now that her lot would have been a dismal one, 
if at her return Ruth had not faithfully clung to her. But this young woman's 
fidelity shows itself now also. As the barley-harvest is in progress, she offers to 
go to the field and ask for permission to glean. It was no easy offer. Ruth was 
probably ignorant of those provisions of the Israelitish law according to which 
the gleanings of the harvest-field and even a forgotten sheaf were to be left to 
the poor and the stranger, the widow and the orphan (cf. Lev. xxiii. 22; Deut. 
xxiv. 19). At least, she did not seem to expect the observance of such a custom; 
for she hoped to obtain permission to glean from the possible kindness of some 
proprietor. But at best, what a miserable task for the once happy and 
prosperous widow! Possibly to see herself treated as a beggar, harshly 
addressed or even personally maltreated by rude reapers! ... 
p . 28 

Lange says: 

"Let me go to the field and glean ears of corn." Ruth manifested her 
confession of the God of Israel not merely by words: she testifies her love also 
by deeds. She is inclined to work for Naomi as well as to live with her. She not 
only learned to pray to God with her, but she will also beg for her among men. 
Accordingly, Naomi, in her poverty, is not maintained by the friends of her 
family, but by the love of her proselyte daughter-in-law. 
p . 32 
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MacArthur says: 

2:2 glean. The Mosaic Law commanded that the harvest should not be 
reaped to the corners nor the gleanings picked up (Lev. 19:9, 10). Gleanings 
were stalks of grain left after the first cutting (cf. 2:3, 7, 8, 15, 17). These were 
dedicated to the needy, especially widows, orphans, and strangers (Lev. 23:22; 
Deut. 24:19-21). 
p.292 

Patrick & Lowth say: 

Let me now go to the field,] This is a great argument of her modesty and dutiful 
affection to her mother-in-law, that she would not go any whither, no, not to 
earn something for their support, without her leave. 
p. 100 

Unger says: 

She did not turn away from hard work, nor was she too proud to condescend to 
a work t hat might be accounted servile. Nor did she hanker after her old home 
in Moab and the plenty there. 
p.354 

Younger says: 

Ver se 2 picks up t he story where 1:22 left off. Ruth, the Moabitess
once again a reminder of her foreign and generally despised status-makes her 
request to Naomi to go to the fields and glean ear s of grain. 
p.440 
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(Uncommon: Finding Your Path to Significance by Tony Dungy with Nathan 
Whitaker) Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright-Tony Dungy, 
2009 . 

. . . Ken Whitten says, "\\'hut's down in the well will come up in the bucket." 
p. 108 

Eueryood can be great ... because anybody can sen·e. You don't !wee to !wee a 
college degree to sen·e. You don't hm·e to 111al?e your subject and t'erb agree to 
serre. You only need a heart full of grace a soul generated by loue. 

~lAR~ Ll"THEH KING JR 
p .221 

(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright- Oswald Chambers Publications 
Association, 1992. 

\Yhcn my strength runs dry and my vision is blinded, will I enc.lure this trial of 
my faith victoriously or will I turn .back in defeat? 
(August 29) 

(Axiom: Powerful Leadership Proverbs by Bill Hybels) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. Copyright- Bill Hybels, 2008. 

Personally, I've never understood inactivity. Why a persor woit.ld-sit u·hen he 
coula soar, spectate 1,0hen he could play, or ati·ophy u:hen he could develop is 
beyond me. 
p. 134 
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(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chamber s) Gra nd Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright- Oswald Chambers Publications 
Association, 1992. 

Dark times are allowed and come to us through the sovereignty of God. Are we 
prepared to let God do what He wants with us? Are we prepared to be 
separated from the outward, evident blessings of God? Until Jesus Christ is 
truly our Lord, we each have goals of our own which we serve. Our faith is 
real, but it is not yet permanent. And God is never in a hurry. If we are 
willing to wait, we will see God pointing out that we have been interested only 
in His blessings, instead of in God Himself. The sense of God's blessings is 
fundamental. 

" ... be of good cheer, I have overcome the world" (16:33). Unyielding 
spiritual fortitude is what we need. 
(April 4) 

The burden that God places on us squeezes the grapes in our lives and 
produces the wine, but most of us see only the wine and not the burden. No 
power on earth or in hell can conquer the Spirit of God living within the human 
spirit; it creates an inner invincibility. 

If your life is producing only a whine, instead of the wine, then 
ruthlessly kick it out. It is definitely a crime for a Christian to be weak in 
God's strength. 
(April 14) 

(A Con tinual Feast by Jan Karon) New York, NY: Vikin g I Penguin Group. 
Copyrigh t - Jan Karon, 2005. 

Great works are pei:formed n_ot by ~trcngth but by perseverance. 
Samuel John:son 
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40 

(Choosing Gratitude: Your Journey to Joy by Nancy Leigh DeMoss with 
Lawrence Kimbrough) Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright- Nancy Leigh 
DeMoss, 2009. 

Cultivating a thankful heart is a safeguard against becoming hitter, _ _, 
prickly, and sour. A grateful child of God can·t help but. be a joyful, peaceful, 
radiant person. 
p. 17 

I truly believe a grateful spirit. root(•d in the soil of God·s goodness and grace. 
will radicall ·impact how you view and rnspond to everything in your life. 
p. 19 

(Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of Operation Red wing and the Lost 
Heroes of Seal Team 10 by Marcus Luttrell with Patrick Robinson) New 
York, NY: Back Bay Books I Little, Brown & Company. Copyright
Marcus Luttrell, 2007. 

Their liv0s stand as a tc:-;timony to the central paragraph of the philosophy of 
the lT.S. Navy SE.\Ls: 

''l will never quit. I persevere and thrive on adversity. :\Iy ~ation 
c>xp<>cts me to be physically "harder and mentally strongor than my e1wmiPs. 
If knocked down, I will get back up, everv time. I will drnw on every n'maining 
6uncP of strength to protect my teammatc.s and to accomplish our miss101L 
I am nPvcr out of the fight.'' 
p. 7 
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~So she went out and be~an to ~lean in the fields behind the harvesters. As 
L..:::::'.1 it turned out. she found herself workin" in a field belon~n" to Boaz. who 

was from the clan of Elimelech. 

The NET Bible translates verse 3: 

So Rut h went and gathered grain in the fields behind the harvester s. 
Now she just h appened to end up in the portion of the field belonging to 
Boaz, who was from t he cla n of Elimelech. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 3: 

And so she set ou t. She went and started gleaning in a field, following in 
the wake of the harvester s. Eventually she ended up in the par t of the 
field owned by Boaz, her father -in-law Elimelech's relat ive . 

Although it is not statr d directly, you can certainly see the PROVIDENCE OF 
GOD in ver ses 3 & 4. 

Oh what a wonderful God we have! How great are his riches and 
wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it is for us to understand his 
decisions and his methods .... For everything comes from him. 
E verything exists by his power and is intended for his glory. For him be 
glory forevermore. Amen. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Because Boaz was already int roduced into the plot (v. 1), it is clear that Ruth 
was not in Boaz's field by mere cha nce. She had moved forward in obedience 
to her rights in the Law of God and was guided by gr ace into the place God 
provided. The same providence that later led the Magi to Bethlehem (Matt. 
2: 1-8) directed Ruth to the appropriate Bethlehem field. Again the author 
stated th at Boaz was from the clan of Elimelech . . . This fact is important 
to the unfolding of events. 
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Atkinson says: 

Ruth, we are then told, happened to come to the part of the field 
belonging to Boaz. Or, as the delightful old Authorized Version has it, 'her hap 
was to light on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz.' Here we have yet 
another reinforcement of our author's faith in the gracious providence of God. 
The writer knows, and we the readers know, that this was no accidental 'hap'. 
What to Ruth was sheer coincidence in an unplanned set of circumstances, we 
understand (as did Naomi later in the day; 2:20) as part of the outworking of 
God's gracious care. 'He's got the whole wide world in his hands', as the song 
puts it. Or, in the rather more refined language of the apostle Paul, who, after 
extolling the mercy, the riches, the wisdom, the knowledge and the judgment of 
God, reminds his Christian readers in Rome that 'from him and through him 
a nd to him are a ll things. To him be glory for ever. Amen.' 
p.61 

Atkinson says: 

Abraham Kuyper was Prime Minister of Holland at the turn of this 
century. He was a lso a professor of theology, a journalist, author a nd art lover. 
He founded the Free University of Amsterdam in 1880, and in his inaugural 
lecture included these famous words: 'There is not an inch in the whole area of 
human existence of which Christ, the sovereign of all, does not cry, "It is 
Mine.'"20 It was Kuyper's concern to bring every sphere of life consciously 
under the lordship and rule of Christ. And this derived from his conviction 
that the whole world is 'in his hands'; that 'from him and through him and to 
him are all things'-that all the events of this world's apparent chance a nd 
cha nge are in the ha nds of a God who has a purpose for this world, a purpose 
'which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.' 

20 A. Kuyper, quoted in H. R. van Til, The Calvinistic Concept of Culture (Presbyterian 
and Reformed Publishing Co. , 1959), p. 117. 
pp. 61-62 
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Atkinson says further: 

Here in the story of Ruth we see clearly illustrated the truth that God's 
gracious providence does not over-ride human decision and human action. 
Rather it is Ruth's request, and Naomi's encouragement, Ruth's unthinking 
choice of the field, and Boaz' free decision to harvest his field at this time, 
which are the instruments in God's hand for his providential care. This view of 
God is far from static and deterministic; it is living, dynamic and responsive. 
p.62 

Atkinson says: 

But faith in the gracious providence of God carries with it the certainty that 
those tangled threads are but the back of the tapestry, the front of which spells 
a message of hope and grace. Indeed grace through suffering and uncertainty 
is a theme which both Old and New Testaments underline. 
p.63 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

By chance Ruth found herself gleaning in the fields that belonged to Boaz. 
From the perspective of Ruth and Boaz, the meeting was accidental, but not 
from God's perspective. Once again the writer reminds the reader that Boaz 
was from the family of Elimelech. 
pp. 371-2 

J>o,.,tcal'(bfLPCllll'P .:\'011>i;./St111h-#2 Huth :!:1 2:1 doc 
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Block says: 

Ruth's "chance" arrival at the field of Boaz is providential on two 
accounts. First, as the following episode will demonstrate, Boaz was a gracious 
man in whose eyes Ruth would find favor (v. 10). Second, he was from the 
same clan as Ruth's deceased father-in-law Elimelech. In order for the divine 
agenda to be fulfilled, both elements had to be present. In long-range terms 
the royal line of David would not be (pre)served if the man at whose field Ruth 
arrived was gracious but from outside the clan; he could not have functioned as 
a "kinsman redeemer," preserving the name and family of the deceased. 
Conversely, the line would not have been served if Ruth had indeed found the 
field of her deceased husband's (and father-in-law's) kinsman, but he turned 
out to be a rogue, shooing off aliens, orphans, and widows. In the providence of 
God, the man she meets is indeed a gracious near kinsman. 
p.654 

Davis says: 

What was chance from a human point of view was a perfect plan from a divine 
point of view. Boaz again gave evidence of his godly character as he walked 
through the fields. The relationship between himself and the reapers was an 
ideal one. His greeting was, "The Lord be with you"; and they answered him, 
"The Lord bless you" ... 
p . 162 

De Haan says: 

A GLEANER is one who follows the reapers, to gather up the stray 
stalks of grain which have been passed by as the reapers tied the sheaves into 
bundles. First the reapers with their sickles would cut the grain, handful by 
handful, until they had enough for a bundle or a sheaf, and then they would tie 
it together to be brought to the threshing floor. The gleaning is at the end of 
the harvest, and when the gleaning is finished, the harvest is ended. 
p.86 

l'o,;tcard~!Lecturr> :-.;ott•,.,/Studv#:! Huth 2·1-28 dur 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

45 

Duguid says: 

As it turned out, there was a God-fearing landowner in Bethlehem who 
cared for the poor: a man named Boaz, who was a distant relative of Naomi's. 
What a coincidence! Ruth had no obvious reason to pick one field over the 
next, but she ended up in Boaz's field: "So she set out and went and gleaned in 
the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to the part of the field 
belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech" (Ruth 2:3). The text tells 
us that it was literally "as chance chanced," or as we might say, "as luck would 
have it." Only, as the narrator is inviting us to see, there was no such thing as 
luck driving this chain of events. This was all part of a higher plan. It was 
nothing less than a divine appointment that brought Ruth to the fields of Boaz. 
There were no angelic visions to di1·ect her to the right field or voices from 
heaven to guide her. Nevertheless, as she trusted in the Lord, he directed her 
steps unwittingly to exactly the right location (see Prov. 16:9). 
p. 158 

George says: 

The first is the fact that God guides our life. "It was a coincidence! It 
just happened! It was pure luck!" How many times have you heard others 
describe some incident in their lives or their day with words like these? (And 
how many times have you said or thought words like these yourself?!) Dear 
one, you and I must eliminate all such thoughts and words! Why? Because 
God guides His people. That's that! Period! In Ruth and Boaz we have a 
perfect example of such guidance-God led Ruth to "happen upon" the specific 
field of Boaz! God guides you and me in the same way. 
p. 114 

Henry says: 

To her it seemed casual but Providence directed her steps to this field. Many a 
great affair is brought about by a little turn, which seemed fortuitous to us, but 
was directed by Providence with design. 
p.277 

Pu,.,t car<l,,,/Lect ure :--.'ott>s/St udy#2 l{ut h 2: 1-~.3.<loc 
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Hubbard says: 

The resulting fabric, however, introduces a contrast between the riches and 
status of Boaz and the poverty and vulnerability of Ruth and Naomi. The 
primary focus falls on the meeting of Ruth and Boaz in a field near Bethlehem. 
The setting is an idyllic one-the smell of fresh grain, the songs of happy 
harvesters, the pride of the landowner in his field-perhaps a clue that the 
author regards the events as part of "the good old days." During that 
encounter, Ruth and Boaz emerge as people of extraordinary character, people 
whose hesed. ("kindness, loyalty") is to be emulated. 
p. 135. 

Hubbard says: 

Since ch. 1 introduced Yahweh's involvement in the story (cf. vv. 6, 8, 9, 13, 20, 
21), the reader is probably to react smilingly, "Accident? Of course not!" If so, 
the writer offered a brief peek at Yahweh's hidden, providential hand behind 
the accident. He had carefully guided Ruth's steps to the right place. By the 
same token, believers today would do well to observe similar accidents more 
closely; perhaps they might find the same divine hand at work. 
p. 141 

Lange says: 

Providence so ordered it, that without knowing it, she entered the field of one 
who was of the family of Elimelech, and therefore also a distant relative of her 
deceased husband. 
p.28 

MacArthur says: 

2:3 she happened to come. Here was a classic example of God's 
providence at work. part of the field. This was possibly a large community 
field in which Boaz had a plot. 
p.292 

Po"tc;nd-.1! .t'c t ure Notpro;/Stu<ly#2 Ruth 2 1-28.doc• 
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McGee says: 

And if you'd seen Ruth going out that day down the road from Bethlehem, you 
would have seen a girl who had no idea into which field she should go. How is 
she going to find her way into the field of Boaz? It's going to be very important 
that she get in t hat field. If she doesn't, then you can tell t he wise men that 
there's no use coming to Bethlehem. J esus won't be born there. And you can 
tell the shepherds to stay with their flocks on the hillside because He won't be 
born in Bethlehem. You see, it's important that she go into the right field. 
How is she going to find the right field? 

When I was in Bethlehem, I took a walk myself. I may not have walked 
down the exact road that Ruth did, but I couldn't have been very far from it. 
And I thought of her as I walked. I think we've located the fields of Boaz. 
They're right down at the foot of the hill from Bethlehem. Bethlehem was a 
typical city in Palestine of that day. All of them were built upon a hill, and this 
little town of Bethlehem was no exception. Evidently down at the foot of the 
hill in a very fertile valley were the fields of Boaz. 
p.97 

McGee says: 

God is overruling. For Ruth there was the element of uncertainty, but on other 
side ther e was the providential dealing of Almighty God. 

One of the glorious things, as we go through this world today, is to know 
that our times are in His hands; to know that He is ordering the events of this 
universe; and to know that God has said that nothing can come to a child of 
His without His permission. You must remember that there was a hedge 
around Job, and even Satan couldn't touch him until God gave permission. 
God will not give permission unless it serves some lofty and worthy purpose. 
p.98 

McGee says: 

The providence of God makes every day a thrill for the child of God. I'm glad 
that He didn't give me a blueprint because, frankly, I like to take a trip over a 
new road, going into an area I've never been before. I did that one autumn 
when we were in the Ozarks. My, how that road twisted and turned. And 
every twist and turn was a tluill-the autumn leaves were a riot of color. 
Nature seemed lavish, covering every hillside with polychrome pictures. And 
I'm so glad that God didn't send me pictures of it all ahead of time. 
p.99 

l'ol!trnl'llslLeet 11n• .Notesl~tudy#2 Ruth 2: 1-23.<loc 
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Patrick & Lowth say: 

By the direction of God's good providence (not by any man's guidance) she came 
into a piece of ground which belonged to the great man before mentioned. 
p. 100 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

"glean" 
(Heb. laqat) (Ruth 2:2; Lev. 19:10; 23:22) 
Strong's #3950: The Hebrew word used here mean "to gather together" or "to 
pick up" in the OT, people are described as gleaning a variety of objects: stones 
(Gen. 31:46), money (Gen. 47:14), manna (Ex. 16:4, 5, 26), and even worthless 
men (Judg. 11:3). The prophet Isaiah used this word to describe how the Lord 
would "gather up" His people from among all the nations and restore them to 
their own land (Is. 27:12). The verb occurs thirty-four times in the OT, with 
twelve instances in Ruth 2. In this passage, Ruth makes use of the 
stipulations the Lord gave to Moses. God had told the Israelites not to 
completely harvest their fields; instead they were to leave some unharvested so 
that the poor and strangers in the land could gather it up for their survival 
(Lev. 19:9, 10; 23:22). 
p . 339 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

2:3-6 happened to come: Though Ruth did not intentionally go to the 
field of Boaz, the Lord providentially directed her steps. 
p.339 

Unger says: 

A seeming chance occurrence was actually a clear example of her steps being 
divinely guided by unseen hands, so t hat God's purposes might be worked out. 
p.354 

Postcarcb/Li:cture Noti:sf8turly#:Z - Ruth 2: 1-i::L<loc 
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Wiersbe says: 

A Latin proverb says, "Providence assists not the idle." Since Ruth was not the 
kind of woman who could long remain idle, she asked Naomi's permission to 
glean in the fields so they would have food to eat. This was a step of faith on 
Ruth's part, based on God's commandment in the Law (Lev. 19:9-10; 23:22; 
Deut. 24: 19-22). Whenever they reaped a harvest, God's people were to 
consider the poor and leave the gleanings for them. After all, God gave the 
harvest; and He had every right to tell the people how to use it. 

The existence of this law was proof of God's concern for the poor among 
His people. The nation was instructed to treat the poor with equity (Ex. 23:3, 
6; Lev. 19:15; Prov. 22:22-23) and with generosity (Lev. 19:9-10). God was also 
concerned for the widows, many of whom were poor, and He told the people to 
care for them (Ex. 22:22-24; see Isa. 10:1-2). Ruth was not only a poor widow, 
but she was also an alien. Therefore, she had every right to look to God for His 
help and provision. "He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and 
loves the alien, giving him food and clothing" . .. 
p . 185 

Younger says: 

In the context, it indicates that Ruth (without any intention to do so) ends up 
gleaning in the field that belongs to Boaz. Thus God, who is constantly 
working behind the scenes, is pictured as directing and controlling this 
situation through his gracious providence. 
p . 441 

Edgar Guest says: 

When you're up against a trouble, 
Meet it squarely, face to face, 

Lift your chin, and set your shoulders, 

(Wikipedia) 

Plant your feet and tak(' a brace. 
\\Then it's vain to try to dodge it. 

Do the best that you can do. 
You may fail. but you may conquer-

See it through! 
-Excerpt from "See It Through" 

Po:,;tcardsfLecturP Notes/Study#2 Ruth 2:1-28.<lor 
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(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by David J eremiah) 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- David J er emiah, 2007. 

I can easily echo Dr. A. T. Pierson, who once said. "To go as I am lPd. to 
go 1chen I am led. to go where I am led- that has been for twenty years the one 
prayer of my life."G That's a good pTayer for me to recommend to you. 

6. Arthur T. Pierson , the Heart of the Gospel: Sermons on the Life-Changing Power of the 
Good News (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 1996), 229. 

p. 74 

Postral'd,.,/LPcture .'.':ot('s/Study#:! - Huth 2.1·2.l.doc 
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[ v. ~ust then Boaz arrived fr2m ll~thlehem and i:reetei.! t he harv~§t~ra, "Th~ 
Lord be with you!" "The Lord bless you!" they called back. 

The NET Bible translates verse 4: 

Now at that very moment, Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the 
harvesters, "May the Lord be with you!" They replied, "May the Lord 
bless you!" 

Peterson paraphrases verse 4: 

A little later Boaz came out from Bethlehem, greeting his harvesters, 
"God be with you!" They replied, "And God bless you!" 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 4-1 7: 

A well-deserved kindness 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says of verse 4: 

The spiritual tone of Boaz and his workers was warm and vigorous. When he 
greeted them with the blessing, The LORD be with you, they responded 
similarly, The LORD bless you. Faith in the Lord was active in their lives. 
Boaz spoke the language of faith. Would his actions also fit his words? 

Talk about PROVIDENTIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. Once again we have God on 
the move. It's kind of like you could t ra nslate: 

"JUST THEN" as "And wouldn't you know it, Boaz came." 

God is orchestrating circumstances here to bring together Rut h and Boaz for 
the very first time. 

Po':ilcanls/J .ecture ="iot<•s/Stucly#:! Huth 2.1-2;~.doc 
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The blessing of Boa~ and the harvester::; r eminds U 8 of: 

"May the Lord bless you and protect you; may the Lord smile on you and 
be gracious to you; may the Lord show you his favor and give you his 
peace." 

Atkinson says: 

There is a warmth, even a thankfulness, about the greeting. As Cooke 
comments: 'A religious spirit governs the relations between employer and 
employed on this estate.'27 

21 Cooke, ad Zoe. 
p.64 

Atkinson says: 

' . .. We bless you in the name of the Lord!' Such is the picture here in Ruth 2 
also: the joy of work, and the invocation of the Lord's blessing on the fruit of 
hard labour. 
p.64 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

Boaz came from Bethlehem to see how the work was going. He greeted his 
workers with a typical Israelite greeting: "The LORD be with you!" which gives 
immediate insight into his character (cf. Jdg. 6:12; Ps 129:8). They responded 
with a similar greeting. This kind of salutation would rarely be heard in fields 
today! 
p.372 

J>m;tcanJ,.. I ,ect urp :\otP,,/St udy#:.! - Huth '.l: 1-23.doc 
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Block says: 

The opening hinneh, "Behold," of v. 4 not only shifts the reader's attention from 
Ruth to Boaz, who has arrived at the field where Ruth is, but also expresses 
wonder at his arrival and its timing. In the providence of God Ruth got there 
on time for Boaz. The first words we hear at the field are pleasant and 
cheerful words of greeting. Appropriately, Boaz, the landowner, initiates the 
conversation, but he does so with two simple but profound words ... "May the 
LORD be with you!" From the outset we sense that Boaz has provided a 
positive work environment for his people. In this regard he serves as a model 
of true covenant hesed for all who supervise others in their work; his speech • 
from beginning to end is characterized by grace. And with a boss like this it is 
no wonder that Boaz's workers respond with a blessing of their own . . . "May 
the LORD bless you!" Unlike Boaz's greeting, this blessing follows the 
traditional pattern (cf. Num 6:24). 
pp. 654-5 

Custis James says: 

For me the moment that changes everything and that actually signals a turn 
for the better in Ruth's and Naomi's fortunes is when Boaz and his workers 
exchange greetings. What sounds at first like a simple "Hello!" and "Good 
morning!"-actually puts a stake in the ground to distinguish this barley field 
from any other place on the planet. Greetings couched in the richly intentional 
language of liturgy-"The LORD be with you!" answered by "The LORD bless 
you!"-should cause us (and almost certainly did cause Ruth) to sit up and take 
notice. Expectations soar, not in anticipation of a budding romance, but of 
something far more earthshaking, for the speakers are openly summoning 
Yahweh to be present among them. In a few brief words, we are suddenly 
presented with a hint that by wandering into this particular barley field the 
grieving, impoverished, socially isolated Ruth has discovered sanctuary. 
p.96 
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Hubbard says: 

Surprise! Coincidence followed coincidence: A while later Boaz arrived. At 
last, Boaz and Ruth were at least near each other. The opening .... (lit. "and 
look/behold!") stylistically signaled several things. First, as a disjunctive 
sentence structure, it set off what followed for special attention. Second, as an 
exclamation of surprise (almost an imperative), hinneh marked an unexpected 
turn of events which drew the reader emotionally into the narrative. It 
underscored the startling coincidence of Boaz's arrival at the same place and at 
the same time as Ruth. 
p. 143 

MacArthur says: 

The LORD be with you. This unusual labor practice speaks to the exceptional 
godliness of Boaz and his workers. 
p.292 

Younger says: 

It expresses point of view or presentation of perception for the reader, not 
suddenness in the occurrence of events. Thus it emphasizes once again the 
providence of God that "wouldn't you know it," Boaz shows up! 
p.442 
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A MERE HAPPENING? 

Huang, a nonbeliever, was a visiting scientist at the University of 
l\Iinnesota in 19~)4 . While there, he met some Christians and enjoyed thP1r 
fellowship. So when they learned he would be returning to Beijing. they gave 
him the name of a Christian to cont::ict who was also moving there . 

On the flight hack to Beijing, fhe plane encountered engine trouble and 
stopped in Seattle ovm·1light. The airline placed Huang in the same room with 
thP very person he was to contact! Once they arrived in Beijing, the two lwgan 
meeting weeldy for a Bible study, and a year late1· uang gave his life to 
Christ. This was not ·ust a mel'e ha cmin ·it was ' 

n uth 2, we read that Ruth came "to the part of the field belonging to 
Boaz" (v.3). Boaz asked his servants who she was (v.5), which prompted his 
special consideration toward her. When Ruth asked him the reason for such 
kindness, Boaz replied, "It has been fully reported to me, all that you have 
done for your mother-in-law ... . The Lord repay your work, and a full reward 
be given you" (vv.11-12). 

Did the events in the lives of Ruth and Huang just happen? No, for none 
of God's people can escape God's plans to guide and to provide. - Albert Lee 

I know who holds the future, 
And I know who holds my hand; 

With God things don't just happen-
Everything by Him is planned. -Smith 

A "mere happening'' may be God's design. 

(From Our Daily Bread, Thursday, December 10, 2009) 
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[ ; :}a 2az asked the foreman Qf hi§ harv~§ters. "Whose young woman i§ that?" 

rfhe NET Bible translates verse 5: 

Boaz asked his servant who was in charge of the harvesters, "To whom 
does this young woman belong?" 

Peterson paraphrases verse 5: 

Boaz asked his young servan t who was foreman over the farm hands, 
"Who is this young woma n? Where did she come from?" 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

When Boaz noted a new young woman in his field amon g the gleaners, his 
interest was stirr ed. When he asked who she was, the foreman ident ified t he 
new gleaner as the Moabitess who had returned from Moab with Naomi. 
Some have felt t hat the forema n's r eference to Moab was intended as a 
derogatory st atement , but the text does not indicate t his. 

il'his is the first orf ouR QUESTIONS1 n the passage. 

@ \ QUESTION#!.\ 

"WHOSE YOUNG WOMAN IS THAT?" 

Po,.,tc<1nls/Lectun• Noti>-.1Study1t:! Huth 2:1-2:-J.doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

57 

Custis James says: 

Furthermore, this gleaner had a known history of barrenness, for her 
failure to deliver a son (or even a daughter for Mahlon) was no secret. Her 
qualifications would never match the search criteria of a man like Boaz. He 
would forfeit his standing as a man of valor if he shirked his family 
responsibilities by looking for a wife in the margins of society or choosing a 
woman who offered little hope of bearing a son. 

The simplest explanation for why Boaz noticed her is that she was an 
unfamiliar face among the regular gleaners. Boaz isn't checking her social 
pedigree. His question is only intended to identify this stranger. 
p. 100 

Grant says: 

But gleaning in the field brings Ruth into contact with the master of the 
field; and so it is with the precious word of God when sought as food for the 
soul: it brings us into the presence of Him before whose eyes "all things are 
naked and open," and who delights to minister to the necessity thus making 
itself manifest. How tender is His desire toward the seekers of the living bread 
that they should "go not to glean in another field, nor go from hence"! How 
soon do they find provision made for the inevitable thirst! How they are made 
to realize that here is One with knowledge of all their ways, and all the path by 
which they have come to where they are! Then there is nearer intimacy: we 
begin to learn what it is to take from His hand and to eat with Him till we are 
sufficed, and have something over. Then the gleaning goes on with more 
boldness and with more success: there is again and again what must have been 
dropped on purpose for us, until we find we have quite a store of precious 
grain. All this is the common history of seeking souls; while yet rest is not 
found, nor redemption known, nor relation established with the Lord of the 
harvest. 
pp. 275-6 
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[~]The foreman roplied, "Shll is thll Moahit~ss who ~am~ bru:k Crom Moab with 
- - .Naom1. 

The NET Bible translates verse 6: 

The servant in charge of the harvesters replied, "She's the young 
Moabite woman who came back with Naomi from the region of Moab. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 6: 

The foreman said, "Why, that's the Moabite girl, the one who came with 
Naomi from the country of Moab. 

Postcards!l.Rcture ).;ote,/Study1t2 Ruth 2 1-2:l.doc 
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Kroll says: 

Look at verses 8-16 and specifically note four ways Boaz showed grace to 
Ruth. Compare that to the way God shows grace to you. 

(1) Boaz instructed Ruth not to go to any other field to glean but to stay in 
his field. He didn't want to let her out of his watchful, loving care. He 
chose to begin a special relationship with her. That's exactly what the 
Lord Jesus does for us when we choose to follow Him. Psalm 91 paints a 
tender picture of how God cares for us: "He will cover you with his 
pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge" (v. 4). Not only does 
God care for us when we follow Christ, we also begin a special 
relationship with the Lord Jesus that will last forever. We will never be 
out of His loving care (Deut. 31:6; Heb. 13:5). 

"His willingness to serve as Kinsman
Redeemer for you and me goes far 

beyond requirements and qualifications 
to love. Christ loves us with all everlasting love, 

a sacrificial love, a love that He proved at a place called Calvary." 

(2) In Ruth 2:9, Boaz instructed the young men not to touch Ruth. Boaz 
was a man of integrity. He made sure Ruth would not be molested and 
no one would force her to leave. In the same way, God will protect you 
as well. John 10:27-29 says, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, 
and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given 
them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of 
the Father's hand." God loves you that much. Ruth enjoyed the promise 
of Boaz's protection; God gives you the same promise. 

(3) Boaz showed grace to Ruth in 2:14 by inviting her to come and eat at his 
table. In that simple act, he confirmed the special relationship he'd 
begun with Ruth. Just as it is today, the table was a place for fellowship 
and community. Boaz extended the invitation and then bore the 
expense of everything at that table just as Christ bore the expense of 
everything we receive from Him. He gave His life for our salvation. It 
was grace that made Him do that. 

( 4) Boaz asked his young men to leave some grain on purpose for Ruth to 
glean (v. 16). This was above and beyond obedience to the Law; it was 
an intentional sacrifice on Boaz's part. It shows us what Christ did 
when He humbled Himself, left His home in heaven, and willingly died 
on a cross for us-so much more than we would ever expect God to do. 

pp. 22-24 
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Q she said. 'Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the 
harvesters.' She went into the field and bas worked steadily from 
mornin~ till now. except for a short rest in the shelter." 

The NET Bible translates verse 7: 

She asked, 'May I follow the harvesters and gather grain among the 
bundles?' Since she arrived she be bas been working bard from t his 
morning until now-except for sitting in t he resting hut a short time." 

Peterson paraphrases verse 7: 

She asked permission. 'Let me glean,' she said, 'and gather among the 
sheaves following after your ha rvester s.' She's been at it steady ever 
since, from early morning until now, without so much as a break." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The foreman added that Ruth had asked permission to glean ... among the 
sheaves (i.e. , bundles of barley grain). He said she bad worked steadily 
from the time she came in the morning . .. except for a short rest in the 
shelter that apparently was provided for the worker s. He noticed that she 
was a diligent worker. 
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Custis James says: 

Ruth requested that Boaz suspend this long-established practice for her. 
She didn't want to pick up leftover scraps for Naomi. She wanted to feed her 
mother-in-law. So she made a proposal to ensure that both she and Naomi 
would have enough to eat. She asked to "glean and gather among the sheaves 
behind the harvesters" (Ruth 2:7, emphasis added) . In other words, Ruth 
asked to go where gleaners were not permitted, to work among the harvesters 
where plenty of newly cut grain lay waiting to be gathered into bundles. 
p. 101 

Custis James says: 

Boaz gets the shock of his life when a first-time gleaner-a foreigner at 
that-takes him to a higher level of obedience. By her actions, Ruth is not 
merely going the distance to fight for her mother-in-law's needs, she is also 
pressing Boaz to color outside the lines of his understanding of God's law. The 
letter of the law says, "Let them glean." The spirit of the law says, "Feed 
them." Two entirely different concepts. Ruth's bold proposal exposes the 
difference. 
p . 102 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

The sheaves refer to bundles of grain. Ruth was not presumptuous here but 
in gentleness asked for a favor that she might have claimed as an entitlement. 
Yet as an alien, her opportunities for gleaning in the fields of Judea may have 
been severely limited. 
p.339 
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(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright- Oswald Chambers Publications 
Association, 1992. 

v\'e have no right to decide where we should be placed, or to have 
preconceived ideas as to what God is preparing us to do. God engineers 
everything: and wherever He places_ us, our one supreme goal should be to pour 
out our lives in wholehearted devotion to Him in that particular work. 
"\\'hatever your hand finds to do, do it with your.might . . . " (Ecclesiastes 9:10) 
(April 23) 
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(Pearls of Great Price: 366 Daily Devotional Readings by Joni Eareckson Tada) 
Gr and Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright - J oni Eareckson Tada, 2007. 

Valley of Vision 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on 
pilgrimage. As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a 
place of springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 

-PSALM 84:5-6 

In the days of the conquest of Canaan, the Valley of Baca was known as 
a dry, waterless place where only balsam trees could grow. Some have called it 
"a place of weeping." However, when we trust God during dry, parched times, 
we can turn our valley of weeping into a refreshing "place of springs." 

My favorite Puritian prayer about valleys has seen me through many a 
dry place in my spiritual journey: "Lord, high and holy, meek and lowly, Thou 
hast brought me to the valley of vision .... Let me learn by paradox that the 
way down is the way up, that to be low is to be high, that the broken heart is 
the healed heart, that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit, that the 
repenting soul is the victorious soul, that to have nothing is to possess all, that 
to bear the cross is to wear the crown, that to give is to receive, that the valley 
is the place of vision. Lord, in the daytime stars can be seen from deepest 
wells, and the deeper the wells the brighter thy stars shine; Let me find thy 
light in my darkness, thy life in my death, thy joy in my sorrow, thy grace in 
my sin, thy riches in my poverty, thy glory in my valley."5 

Psalm 23:4 says, "Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil." We fear no harm in the valley because death 
can only cast its shadow on us. Evil has no grip on us. Truly, we find 
God's brightest glory in our darkest valleys. 

Lord, you are the Great Shepherd who leads me through every dark valley. I 
trust you to turn my valley of weeping into a place of refreshment and 
encouragement. 
(January 26) 
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It is such a joy to see Rut so proactive that she is the one who initiates the 
work. Then when she goes to work, she is a real hard worker. She is highly 
motivated because she want::; to take care of her mother-in-law as well as.he1· 
own physical needs. 

Work hard and cheerfully at whatever you , as though you were working 
for the Lord rather than for people. 
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G & Boaz said t Q R11th. "My da11i:hi~1. li~ten W me, DQD't iro and ~lean in 
another field and don't ~o away from here. Stay here with my servant 
~ 

The NET Bible translates verse 8: 

So Boaz said to Rut h , "Listen carefully, dear woma n! Do not leave to 
gather grain in another field. You need not go beyond the limits of this 
field. You may go along beside my female worker s. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 8: 

Then Boa z spoke to Ruth: "Listen , my daughter. From now on don't go 
to any other field to glean-stay right here in t his one. And stay close to 
my young women. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Boaz addressed Ruth as my daughter . . . in reference to the age difference 
between them. He was closer to t he age of Naomi ... Boaz not only spoke of 
his faith in t he Lord ... his life corresponded with his words. When he told 
Ruth to continue gleaning in his field, he apparently meant that she should 
glean there t hroughout the sever al weeks of harvesting . .. barley (March
April) and wheat (June-July). Normally the gleaner s would move in after the 
harvesters h ad left an area. But Rut h was invited to follow along with t he 
servant girls as they worked in the reaping. 

Atkinson says: 

For the present we find Boaz being cast in the role of the gracious provider, 
a nd Ruth t he needy person who is dependent on another's grace. 
p.61 
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Custis James says: 

Boaz's response is as astonishing as Ruth's request is outrageous, and 
this is where our strong admiration for Boaz begins to grow. Instead of 
becoming defensive (this is his field, after all, and he is the boss), the lights go 
on and he fully embraces her suggestion. Instead of being displeased or 
offended, he is moved to act on her behalf. Boaz's godliness is real, and he 
willingly follows Ruth's lead. He actually appears driven-you might even say 
obsessed-to come up with ways of making her mission possible. In an 
astonishing outpouring of grace, Boaz exceeds the young Mobitess' request. 

What follows is an openhearted sequence of actions where Boaz extends 
his hand and his resources to ensure Ruth's success. Yes, by all means, she 
may glean among the reapers where there will be plenty of grain for her. He 
gi·ants her special rights in his fields for the entire harvest season and urges 
her not to wander into other fields, but to glean only with his servant girls. 
p. 103 

Jackman says: 

In calling Ruth "my daughter"-she had referred to herself as 'a 
foreigner"-Boaz sweeps away at a stroke any doubt she might have had as to 
whether he would ever recognize her as a kinsperson. Next, he grants her 
permission to continue gleaning in his field and actually asks her not to go 
elsewhere (v. 8). 
p.320 

Keil & Delitzsch say: 

The good report which the overlooker gave of the modesty and diligence of 
Ruth could only strengthen Boaz in his purpose, which he had probably 
already formed from his affection as a relation towards Naomi, to make the 
acquaintance of her daughter-in-law, and speak kindly to her. With fatherly 
kindness, therefore, he said to her (vers. 8, 9) .. . 
p . 478 
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MacArthur says: 

2:8 my daughter. Boaz was about forty-five to fifty-five years old as 
a contemporary of Elimelech and Naomi. He would naturally see Ruth as a 
daughter (3:10, 11), much like Naomi did also .. . 
p.293 

Boaz gives.Rutf VE COMMANDS} There are: 

frHREE of them here in verse 8 and 

WO more in verse 9. 

l COMMAND #1: l 
"DON'T GO AND GLEAN IN ANOTHER FIELD." 

00MMAND#~ 
"DON'T GO AWAY FROM HERE." 

7 COMMAND #;) 
"STAY HERE WITH MY SERVANT GIRLS." 
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1 L J ~Watch the field where the men are harvesting. and follow along after the 
girls. I have told the men not to touch you. And whenever you are 
.thirsty. gQ and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled." 

The NET Bible translates verse 9: 

Take note of the field where the men are harvesting and follow behind 
with the female workers. I will tell the men to leave you alone. When 
you are thirsty, you may go to the water jars and drink some of the 
water the servants draw." 

Peterson paraphrases verse 9: 

Watch where they are harvesting and follow them. And don't worry 
about a thing; I've given orders to my servants not to harass you. When 
you get thirsty, feel free to go and drink from the water buckets that the 
servants have filled." 

Boaz strikes a fatherly figure with Ruth and gives he~IVE COMMANDJ 
"My daughter listen to me": 

"Don't go and glean in another field," 

"don't go away from here," 

"Stay here with my servant girls," 

"WATCH THE FIELD WHERE THE MEN ARE HARVESTING 
AND FOLLOW ALONG AFTER THE GIRLS," and 

"WHENEVER YOU ARE THIRSTY, GO AND GET A DRINKl 
FROM THE WATER JARS THE MEN HAVE FILLED." 
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A LETTER FROM DAD 

A few months before my father died of cancer, he wrote me a letter in which he 
said: "I never think of you that I don't offer up a short prayer for you and your 
success. I know you. I know what's behind you. And I am pretty sure that I 
understand your goals, the kind of writing you hope to do, and the message you 
wish to convey. Stay in there and pitch, and may the Lord bless you. I am just 
so proud and thankful that the Lord let me be your father." 

That letter is one of my dad's greatest gifts to me. 
The New Testament contains two letters from Paul to Timothy, a young 

man he mentored and considered his "true son in the faith" (1 Tim. 1:2) and his 
"beloved son" (2 Tim. 1:2). The second letter begins with Paul's deeply personal 
words assuring Timothy of his love and faithful prayers (vv .2-3). Paul affirmed 
Timothy's spiritual heritage (v.5) and his God-given gifts and calling (vv.6-7). 
Then he encouraged him to live boldly for the gospel of Christ (v.8). 

Dads, you can give great encouragement to your children by writing 
them a letter of love and affirmation. It may be the greatest gift you can give 
them. Why not sit down and write it from your heart today? - David C. 
McCasland 

God gives us children for a time 
To nurture and to love, 

To give them our encouragement, 
With wisdom from above. -Sper 

The greatest gift a father can give his children is himself. 

(From Our Daily Bread, Sunday, June 17, 2007) 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Boaz assured Ruth that she would be protected from any remarks or other 
embarrassing incidents that might have come from the male workers ... When 
she got thirsty, she need not be concerned about drawing water. She could 
drink from that provided for the workers. In these several ways Boaz was 
providing for Ruth beyond what was required by the Law ... 

Po.~tcan),.,/J,(cturP .:-.:ote,./Stmk#:.! - Huth 2:1-23 doc 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

Boaz not only granted to Ruth the full privilege of gleaning after his reapers, 
but provided for her personal comfort. go unto the vessels, and drink of 
that which the young men have drawn- Gleaners were sometimes 
allowed, by kind and charitable masters, to partake of the refreshments 
provided for the reapers. 
p. 203 

l'o>-tcards/J.Rctul'e .:"'otP"/Study#2 Ruth 2.1-23 doc 
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[ v. l~t thi~. she bowi:d down with her face to the = un!!. She exclaime!!. 
"Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me-
a for!tigner?j 

The NET Bible translates verse 10: 

Ruth knelt before him with her forehead to the ground and said to him, 
"Why are you so kind and so attentive to me, even though I am a 
foreigner?" 

Peterson paraphrases verse 10: 

She dropped to her knees, then bowed her face to the ground. "How does 
this happen that you should pick me out and treat me so kindly-me, a 
foreigner?" 

Ruth is completely overwhelmed by the gracious provisions that have been 
made by benevolent Boaz. 

It w~ho asked the first question in the passage back in vel'Se 5: 

1 QUESTION #i) 
"Whose young woman is that?" 

Now from th lips o{!uT~we have: 

LQUESTION !31 
"WHY HAVE I FOUND SUCH FAVOR IN YOUR EYES THAT YOU 
NOTICE ME- A FOREIGNER?" 

Postcards/Lecture ~otes/Study#:2 - Ruth 2: 1-~:i.doc 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Ruth responded with utter humility. She bowed down with her face to the 
ground, a gesture common in the ancient Near East, mentioned frequently in 
the Bible ... She was surprised by the favor ... she received from this 
important man. The word "favor" (lien, "grace, favor, acceptance") is used often 
in the Old Testament ... Ruth had expected the opposite of the treatment she 
received. She was a recipient of grace and was grateful. Yet she was eager to 
find out why she had been singled out for such unusual treatment since she 
was a foreigner and a stranger. 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

Ruth's response is typical of ancient Near Eastern expressions of gratitude and 
humility (Jos 7:6; Jdg 13:20; lSa 20:412Sa14:4). She bowed herself with her 
face to the ground before Boaz and asked in amazement why she, a foreigner, 
had found favor in his eyes. 
p. 372 

Bush says: 

Both Ruth's action and her accompanying words show that she is 
exceedingly surprised at-indeed can hardly believe-what Boaz has said to 
her, showing that he must have granted her far more than she had requested. 
p. 122 

McGee says: 

You see, she had been properly warned and made aware of her situation if she 
returned to Bethlehem with Naomi. And that's the reason the other woman of 
Moab, Orpah, didn't come. Orpah just wouldn't make the sacrifice. She was 
not willing to be a perpetual widow and be poverty-stricken the rest of her life, 
and be ostracized besides. Therefore, she remained in the land of Moab. But 
Ruth came, realizing all of that. When she went out into the fields of Boaz, she 
never dreamed that anyone would ever take any notice of her. In fact , she 
expected that they would all turn their backs upon her, because the Jews at 
this time didn't have dealings with the Moabites. 
p. 101 

Po,,.tc:ir<l.-;/Lecture :Notes/Study#:2 Huth ~ 1-~.3.<loc 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

Ruth was overwhelmed by the remarkable display of favor by Boaz toward her, 
especially since she was a foreigner. In the dark days of the judges, many in 
Israel would not be treating other Israelite families justly, much less those 
from other nations. Note Ruth's extreme act of submission and humility as she 
fell on her face before Boaz. 
pp. 339-40 

Ruth ~ounds almo~t like DAVID when he finds out that God is going to give 
him an eternal kingdom. __ 

2 Setm!ftl 148:19 

Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and prayed, "Who am 
I, 0 Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have brought me 
this far? And now Sovereign Lord, in addition to everything else, you 
speak of giving me a lasting dynasty. Do you deal with everyone this 
way, 0 Sovereign Lord?" 

Po:-;tcanlstl Rc·ture Not<',.,/St ucly#:! Huth 2 1 21.doe 
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1 . ¥ oaz replied. "I've been told all about what you have don~ for YQ!!r 
mother-in-law since the death of your husband-how you left your father 
and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did 
not know before. 

The NET Bible translates verse 11: 

Boaz replied to her, "I have been given a full report of a ll t hat you have 
done for your moth er-in-law following the death of your husband-how 
you left your father and your mother , as well as your homela nd, and 
cam e to live am on g people you did not know previously. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 11: 

Boaz answer ed her , "I've heard all about you- heard about the way you 
t reated your mother-in-law after th e death of her husband, and how you 
left your father a nd mother and the land of your birth a nd h ave come to 
live am on g a bunch of total stra ngers. 

Boaz'i:; response to Ruth's uostion.from vci·se 10-"Why have I found such 
~avor in your eyes that you notice me-a foreigner?"- probably really ~urprisPd 
Ruth a great deal. _ 

"I'VE BEEN TOLD ALL ABOUT WHAT YOU HA VE DONE FOR YOU H 
MOTHER-IN-LAW SINCE THE DEATH OF YOUR HUSBAND": 

"HO\Y YOU LEFT YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER," 

"YOUR HOMELAND," and 

"[YOU] CAME TO LIVE WITH A PEOPLE YOU DID NO 
NOW BEFORE." 

Po.,tc;1rd,..fLecturC> XotPs1S1udy#:! Ruth 2:1-21.tlcJl' 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

75 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Boaz knew much about Ruth. News about her had traveled rapidly 
throughout the small town. Boaz, deeply moved by what Ruth had done for 
Naomi, spoke to Ruth in words of high affirmation. His words about her 
leaving her parents and her homeland ... to live with a people she had not 
met are reminiscent of God's words when He called Abram (Gen. 12:1). 

Atkinson says: 

'Why have I found favour in your eyes?' (2:10). We have already noticed 
how Ruth regarded herself as dependent on grace. Face to face with Boaz she 
again recognizes in his careful generosity the marks of grace ('favour'). Boaz 
had obviously already heard of the return of Naomi and Ruth to Bethlehem 
from Moab (verse 11). He had heard that Ruth had come to faith in Yahweh, 
and of her devoted service to her mother-in-law, which the news of Ruth's 
persistence all day at her gleaning (2:7) must have reinforced. He knew that 
she had given up her own family and friends, her own religion and the 
fellowship of her compatriots, to stay with Naomi. Boaz knew that Ruth, like 
Abraham, had set out from her kindred and her father's house to another land, 
not knowing what the future held. And he knew that this showed the depths of 
Ruth's new-found faith in Yahweh (2:12), a faith seen active in love. 
pp. 68-69 

Bush says: 

It is obvious that Boaz's solicitous attention and kindness to Ruth 
directly result from his desire to repay her faithfulness and commitment to 
Naomi. Hence, his own actions already constitute a significant although small 
step in fulfilling the blessing he is uttering. 
p. 128 

Davis says: 

Boaz was probably impressed with her faithfulness and her love for her 
mother-in-law. He went out of his way to show kindness and love toward her 
(cf. vv. 12-16). 
p. 163 

i'o><tcanJ,.JJ..Ac·t ur" :'\otp,../Study#2 Ruth 2. 1-2:-1.doc 
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Lucado says: 

Some of the most important things we do in life are often neither 
dramatic nor memorable. Happily, on Judgment Day, Jesus will reward a lot 
of people who hardy remember the important things for which they will be 
honored. Sending a card of appreciation to someone who is a bit down and 
needs a lift, visiting a shut-in who is lonely, baby-sitting for a harried mother 
who needs a few hours off, calling someone on the phone to show that you care, 
and giving a glass of cool water in the name of Christ are not the sort of things 
that we even remember doing after they are done. But the people we do them 
for often remember, and I know that Jesus never forgets. 

p.23 

Younger says: 

(from Who Switched the Price Tags? 
by Tony Campolo) 

Boaz's reply is the high point of the scene (2:11-12). In a concise and 
straightforward manner, permeated with praise and admiration, he affirms 
what Ruth has solemnly vowed to Naomi in her stirring words of commitment 
in Moab (1:16-17): "You left ['zb, abandon] your father and mother and your 
homeland [moledet] and came to live with a people you did not know before" 
(2: 11). Boaz then wishes that Yahweh will "repay" (slm) Ruth for her actions 
and prays that she "may be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, 
under whose wings you have come to take refuge" (2:12). Boaz specifies that 
Yahweh is the God "under whose wings" ... Ruth has sought refuge/asylum. 
The word kanap can mean "wing" or "corner of a garment." In 2: 12, it connotes 
the image of a bird tenderly protecting its young. Like a defenseless starling, 
Ruth sits securely under Yahweh's mighty wings. 
p.445 

(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson) 
San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright- Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

I want my life, Lord, to be an answer to your love for ne: 11iy actions anc my 
u·ords, my thoughts and my dreams-all a response.to thegreat reality of your 
p resence ;n Jesus, that calls into question my selfishness and my pr;de. Amen. 
p. 179 
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I v. l~~fay the !&rd revay Vou f2r what YQU have done. May you be rich!~ 
.....,. __ f ewarded by the Lord. the God of Israel. under whose wings you have 

come to take refug~ 

The NET Bible translates verse 12: 

May t he Lord reward your efforts! May your acts of kindness be repaid 
fully by t he Lord God of Isr ael, from whom you have sought protection !" 

Peterson paraphrases verse 12: 

God reward you well for what you've done-and with a generous bonus 
besides from God, to w horn you've come seeking protection under his 
wings." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Boaz prayed that God would reward Ruth as repayment for the kindness she 
had displayed to her mother -in-law. He strengthened his request by asking 
that she be richly rewarded by .. . the God she had come to trust. He 
used a figure of speech known as a zoomorphism, comparing par t of God to 
some aspect of an animal. He said she had taken refuge under God's wings, 
like a chick under t he wings of its mother hen ... She was trusting in God's 
protection. Soon Boaz would be used by God to answer his own prayer. 

Like an eagle that rouses her chicks and hovers over her young, so he 
spread his wings to take them up and carry them aloft on is pinions. 

Matthew !&.87 (NLT) 

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 
God's messengers! How often I have wanted to gather your children 
together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you 
wouldn't let me." 

J>o,.,tcanb/l,{•c·tun· No1P'li8tudy#!! Huth !!:1-23.dor 
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Let me live forever in your sanctuary, 
safe beneath the shelter of your wings! 

I think how much you have helped me, 
I sing for joy in the shadow of your protecting wings. 

Psnlm 68:19 (NLT) 

Praise the Lord; praise God our Savior! 
For each day he carries us in his arms. 

Pylm@82 

The humble will see their God at work and be glad. 
Let all who seek God's help live in joy. 

ftalm '71-:IO (NL T) 

You have allowed me to suffer much hardship, 
but you will restore me to life again 
and lift me up from the depths of the earth. 

p,,1. 72:13-19 

Bless the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does such wonderful things. 

Bless his glorious name forever! 
Let the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

Amen and amen! 

Po~tcanbfl~rture .:-\ote..,/Stud,'#:!- Ruth 2:1-2~~ doc 
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Those who live in the shelter of the Most High 
will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 

He will shield you with his wings. 
He will shelter you with his feathers. 
His faithful promises are your armor and protection. 

lpjeh 49;!1 (NLT) 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd. 
He will carry the lambs in his arms, 

holding them close to his heart. 
He will gently lead the mother sheep with their young. 

Boaz has \ wo PRAYER REQUEST~for Ruth: 
l -
~ "MAY THE LORD REPAY YOU FOR WHAT YOU HAVE DONE" 
~ and 

"MAY YOU BE RICHLY REWARDED BY THE LORD, THE GOD 
OF ISRAEL, UNDER WHOSE \\TINGS YOU HA VE COME TO 

AKE REFUGE." 

PostcanJ,.,/L<:'cturP :-Jote' Stud~-#2 Ruth ~:1 -23 tloc 
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Atkinson says: 

Boaz' prayer concludes with this phrase which in many ways focuses the theme 
of the whole book. It includes this delightful picture of God as an eagle, 
fluttering its wings over its young. The song of Moses recorded in 
Deuteronomy 32: 1 lf. uses the same imagery: 'like an eagle that stirs up its 
nest, that flutters over its young, spreading out its wings, catching them, 
bearing them on its pinions, the Lord alone did lead him.' Similar pictures are 
drawn in the Psalms. God's 'wings' describe a place of safety ('Hide me in the 
shadow of thy wings, from the wicked'),65 or a place of refreshment ('How 
precious is thy steadfast love, 0 God! The children of men take refuge in the 
shadow of thy wings. They feast on the abundance of thy house, and thou 
givest them drink from the river of thy delights'). Elsewhere the picture is of a 
place of stillness in the storm ('Be merciful to me, 0 God, be merciful to me, for 
in thee my soul takes refuge; in the shadow of thy wings I will take refuge, till 
the storms of destruction pass by'). Sometimes it describes a place of help and 
relaxation ('Thou hast been my help, and in the shadow of thy wings I sing for 
joy'). Sometimes the thought is of hope when circumstances are otherwise full 
of fear ('He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, who abides in the 
shadow of the Almighty, will say to the Lord, "My refuge and my fortress; my 
God, in whom I trust." For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and 
from the deadly pestilence; he will cover you with his pinions, and under his 
wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. You will 
not fear .. .'). Safety, refreshment, stillness, help, relaxation, hope: these are 
the words associated with God's 'wings'. 
pp. 75-76 

Atkinson says: 

How satisfying to the 'alienated' person, to the one who feels himself 'alone in 
the unfeeling immensity of the universe', 71 to find that far from the ancient 
covenant being 'in pieces', 72 God is there, God cares, God rules, God provides. 

p.76 

71 J. Monod, Chance and Necessity (ET, Collins, 1971), p. 167. 
72 Ibid. 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

Boaz pronounced a blessing on Ruth, not only for her sacrificial loyalty to Naomi, 
but especially for her acceptance of the God of Israel. A vivid idiom describes her 
faith. It pictures a tiny bird snuggling under the wings of its mother (cf. Dt 
32:11). Figuratively the idiom symbolizes God as her Protector ... 
p.372 

Custis James says: 

Then, in words that soothed Ruth's aching heart, Boaz opens his heart in 
blessing, as he prays, "May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May 
you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you 
have come to take refuge" (Ruth 2: 12). Boaz, of course, is unaware that he will, 
himself, have a hand in how God answers his prayer. 
p . 104 

MacArthur says: 

Scripture pictures God as catching Israel up on His wings in the Exodus (Ex. 
19:4; Deut. 32:11). God is here portrayed as a mother bird sheltering the 
young and fragile with her wings ... 
p.293 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

Boaz explained that he favored Ruth because she had shown "loyal love" to her 
mother-in-law, Naomi. He then gave her a blessing, asking that God would 
abundantly reward Ruth for her remarkable loyalty. Boaz expressed the idea 
of God's protection by saying that Ruth had come under God's wings. 
p. 340 

PostC'anJ,.,/L1•cturP .:\1otPs/Study#2 Ruth 2.1-2;{ doc 
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Spurgeon says: 

THIS was the language of Boaz, a man of substance and of note in 
Bethlehem, to a poor stranger of whom he had heard that she had left her 
kindred, and the idols of her nation, that she might become a worshipper of the 
living and true God. He acted a noble part when he cheered her, and bade her 
be of good courage, now that she was casting in her lot with Naomi and the 
chosen nation. Observe that he saluted her with words of tender 
encouragement ... 
p.600 

Spurgeon says: 

Many young converts deserve encouragement because they have left all 
their old associates. Ruth, no doubt, had many friends in her native country, 
but she tore herself away to cling to Naomi and her God. Perhaps she parted 
from a mother and a father; if they were alive she certainly left them to go to 
the Israelites' country. Possibly she bade adieu to brothers and sisters, 
certainly she quitted old friends and neighbours; for she resolved to go with 
Naomi, and share her lot. She said, "Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go: and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: where 
thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and more 
also, if ought but death part thee and me." 
p.601 

Spurgeon says further: 

Next, Ruth, having left her old companions, had come amongst 
strangers. She was not yet at home in the land of Israel, but confessed herself 
"a stranger." She knew Naomi, but in the whole town of Bethlehem she knew 
no one else. When she came into the harvest-field the neighbours were there 
gleaning, but they were no neighbours of hers: no glance of sympathy fell upon 
her from them; perhaps they looked at her with cold curiosity. They may have 
thought, "What business has this Moabitess to come here to take away a part 
of the gleaning which belongs to the poor of Israel?" 
p.601 

Po.-.tc;.ird.-,/Lecture Notes/Study#:! Ruth 2:1-20 doc 
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Unger says: 

.. . one of the characteristic words in the Old Testament expressing faith or 
trust). The thought is of a young chicken that finds protection under the wings 
of the mother hen (cf. Matt. 23:37; Psalms 17:8; 91:4). 
p. 355 

Wiersbe says: 

Under His Wings 
(Ruth 2:12) 

This image refers to the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle, where the wings of the 
cherubim overshadowed the mercy seat (Exod. 25: 17-22). To be under His 
wings means to be in the place of security and fellowship with God (Pss. 36: 7-8; 
61:4; 91:1-4). Believers should abide in Him (John 15:1-10) and enter into the 
Holy of Holies (Heb. 10:19-25). God's people are "outside the camp"(Heb. 13:13) 
but living "inside the veil" in the Holy of Holies. 
p. 156 
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given me comfort and have spoken kindly to your servant-though I do 
not have the standing of one of your servant girls." 

The NET Bible translates verse 13: 

She said, "You really are being kind to me, sir, for you have reassured 
and encouraged me, your servant, even though I am not one of your 
servants!" 

Peterson par aphrases verse 13: 

She said, "Oh sir, such grace, such kindness-I don't deserve it. You've 
touched my heart, treated me like one of your own. And I don't even 
belong here!" 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Though Boaz's words could have stirred her to pride, Ruth continued to 
respond in humility. Naomi had given no words of encouragement to Ruth, but 
this man spoke comforting words that warmed her soul. She mentioned her 
gratitude for his favor ... comfort, and kind words, and hoped they would 
continue. She felt she was less important than Boaz's servant girls. 
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Barber says: 

In the words that pass between Boaz and Ruth we observe the kindness 
of Boaz matched by the graciousness of Ruth. He was prosperous, but he did 
not allow his good fortune to cause him to forget the poor. She had been 
reduced to poverty, but had not permitted such a reversal of fortune to make 
her hard and cynical. 

In this respect, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan was right when he pointed out 
that the lives of Boaz and Ruth illustrated saintship. In spite of difficulties too 
numerous to mention, Ruth flourished and circumstances calculated to 
discourage her. Boaz lived amid people of privilege in times of degeneracy, yet 
without permitting the social mores of his day to squeeze him into their mold. 

Both Ruth and Boaz displayed a unique trust in the Lord. They prove: 
(1) that outward circumstances neither make nor mar the children of God; (2) 
that faith still is the key to appropriating the blessings of God; and (3) that 
through obedience to the revealed will of God, he makes us part of a plan that 
exceeds our ability to imagine . 
pp. 66-67 

Bar ker & Kohlenberger say: 

Ruth responded with true humility and undoubtedly with some surprise that 
Boaz could speak such comforting and kind words to one who did not even have 
the standing of a servant girl before him. Ruth's calling Boaz "my lord" was a 
common way of showing respect. The phrase "have spoken kindly" may be 
understood as an expression of confidence about the future (cf. Ge 50;21; Isa 
40:2). Ruth was not pleading with Boaz to be kind; she was grateful that he 
was kind. 
p. 372 

Custis James says: 

Until this moment, Ruth's interior world has been curtained off from us. 
The narrator hasn't disclosed the inner workings of her heart. There were 
earlier hints in the story of her grief, but here, in this exchange with Boaz, we 
catch a glimpse of evidence that she is sorrowing as deeply as Naomi. In 
response to Boaz's kindness and to his gentle words of blessing, Ruth responds, 
"You have given me comfort and have spoken kindly to your servant- though I 
do not have the standing of one of your servant girls" (Ruth 2: 13, emphasis 
added). 
p . 104 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

Now Ruth called herself the maidservant of Boaz. She no longer called 
herself a foreigner as she had in v. 10. 
p.340 

(A New Kind of Normal: Hope-Filled Choices When Life Turns Upside Down by 
Carol Kent) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- Carol Kent, 
2007. 

A PROLONGED J OURNEY 

When I Desperately Want R elief from Unrelenting R eality .. . 
I CHOOSE PERSEVERANCE 

p.59 

How DO WE GET TO THE MORNING, 

TO THE SUNSHINE, TO THE JOY? 

THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY. B Y WAITING FOR IT. 

WE CAN'T HURRY THE DAWN, 

NO MATER HOW ANXIOUSLY WE PACE THE FLOOR 
OR HOW IMPATIENTLY WE WATCH THE CLOCK. 

AND SO THE QUESTION IS NOT DO WE WAIT 

OR NOT WAIT, BECAUSE WAITING IS ALL WE CAN DO. 

THE QUESTION IS, How WILL WE WAIT? 

WILL WE WAIT WELL . . . OR WILL WE WAIT POORLY? 

-KEN GIRE 

l'ostca1·d;;/l.Rcture NotP,../Study#2 - Ruth 2·1-2.3 doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

87 

(Days of Gr ace Through the Year by Lewis B. Smedes) Downers Grove, 
Illinois: InterVar sity Press. Copyright- Inter Var sity Press, 2007. 

The Infectious Force of Hope 

Be joyful in hope, p atient in affliction, fa ithful in prayer. 
ROMANS 12: 12 

People who have t he habit of hope live better t han people who h ave the 
habit of despair. They are ever so much happier . They respond more 
effectively to crises. They are stricken but not crushed by t ragedy. When 
everything good about life sh akes at the foundations and they cannot be sure of 
what will happen next, they t urn their eyes to the possibility th at something 
good can still come of it. And then they act on the possibilit ies of rescuing 
some good out of it a ll. They often do the hoping for their families, their 
children and their friends, a nd pull the other s throu gh the tough times by the 
infectious force of their hopes. 
p.25 

(The Red Sea Rules: Ten God-Given Strategies for Difficult Times by Robert J . 
Morgan) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson . Copyright- Robert J. Morgan , 
2001. 

Bi::;hop Fulton J . Sheen called worr "a form of athei::;m, for it betray::; a 
lack of faith and trust in God." 
p.4 
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~ m~altime Boaz ~aid ~Q her. "Come Qver hf rf . Have som~ bread and di~ 
lt m the wme vmee-ar. When she sat down with the haryesters. he 
~ffered her some roasted e-rain. She ate all she wanted and had some 
eft oyer. 

The NET Bible translates verse 14: 

Later during the mealtime Boaz said to her, "Come here and have some 
food! Dip your bread in the vinegar!" So she sat down beside the 
harvesters. Then he handed her some roasted grain. She ate until she 
was full and saved the rest. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 14: 

At the lunch break, Boaz said to her, "Come over here; eat some bread. 
Dip it in the wine." So she joined the harvesters. Boaz passed the 
roasted grain to her. She ate her fill and even had some left over. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Boaz continued his kindness to Ruth. He invited her to eat the good food 
provided for himself and his harvesters. She was not left to fend for herself 
as gleaners usually were. He provided for her more than she could eat, either 
to show his genuine concern for and interest in her, or to allow her to have 
some to take home to her mother-in-law . .. The wine vinegar was apparently 
a delicacy that enhanced the meal. Roasted grain was a staple food in that 
day. It consisted of barley roasted on an iron plate over an open fire . 

Boaz PRAYS for her in verse 12 and now he PROVIDES for her and her 
physical needs here in verse 14: 

"AT MEALTIME BOAZ SAID TO HER, 'COME OVER HERE. HA VE 
SOME BREAD AND DIP IT IN THE WINE VINEGAR.' WHEN SHE 
SAT DOWN WITH THE HARVESTERS, HE OFFERED HER SOME 
lROASTED GRAIN. SHE ATE ALL SHE WANTED AND HAD SOME 
l EFT OVER." 
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Barber says: 

Boaz eats with his servants. He does not feel the need to keep them at a 
distance. Men of character do not need to enforce respect. They have earned it 
because of what (not who) they are. They need no artificial hierarchy, titles, or 
tokens of superiority. 
p.67 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

Boaz showed his increasing interest in Ruth by inviting her to share the noon 
meal with his reapers. The meal consisted of bread (or in a broader sense, 
food), wine vinegar, and roasted grain. Boaz himself served her as she sat with 
his reapers. Ruth ate till she was satisfied, with food left over. Then she left to 
return to the fields. 
p. 372 

De Haan says: 

One sees more than a mere personal interest in the welfare of a poor 
widow in this gracious consideration by Boaz. There is evidence here of a love 
which was to blossom forth into full romance and a beautiful wedding. 
Remembering that Boaz is a picture of our Redeemer Christ, and Ruth a 
picture of the Church, His bride to be, we see in this gracious gesture of Boaz a 
wonderful illustration of our Saviour's love and personal attention to the least 
and lowliest individual. Ruth was a stranger, an outcast by birth, just a 
servant girl gleaning behind the reapers, but she was not overlooked by the 
lord of the harvest. The reapers may scarcely have noticed Ruth, and others 
may overlook her, but Boaz observed her every move and rewarded her for her 
faithfulness. 
pp. 87-88 
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De Haan says: 

Surely this is encouraging. Not all God's children are privileged to be 
reapers. Some can only glean a loose ear here and another there. Some have 
but one talent, and have not been given the gift of being able to wield the 
sickle. I am thinking of the thousands of unknown gleaners in God's harvest, 
the faithful preachers in the out of the way places, the Sunday school teachers 
in some isolated, abandoned country schoolhouse, the invalided, bedridden 
sufferer who can only pray, the humble servant of Christ who can only give out 
a tract. These, though only gleaners, have a part in the harvest, and when we 
shall sit down at the Supper of the Lamb, these too will hear the Lord of the 
Harvest say, as Boaz said to Ruth: 

The LORD recompence thy work, and a full reward be given thee 
of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust . 

. . . come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in 
the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers (Ruth 2:12, 14). 

pp. 88-89 

Harris, Brown & Moore say: 

Boaz continues his litany of grace-filled imperatives: Come over here. Have 
some bread and dip it in the wine vinegar. These are not mere dining 
instructions. Boaz wants to introduce Ruth to Bethlehem society, starting with 
his own workers. He insists that Ruth be treated no differently from any other 
worker. 
p.339 

McGee says: 

But now let's look in on Boaz and Ruth again. My, he has invited her to 
lunch! Can you imagine that? We think of those days as being more or less 
uncivilized. They were not in the jet set back in that day. But he meets her 
about ten o'clock in the morning, invites her to lunch, and she has lunch with 
him the same day. 
p. 102 
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Radmacher , Allen & House say: 

Boaz repeatedly demonstrat ed God's compassion toward the Moabite woma n. 
Boaz went beyond t he letter of t he Law. He not only let Ruth glean; he also 
amply supplied her with food. Here we see how t he Law could function in the 
lives of godly people. It was a guide to righteous living. 
p.340 

Spurgeon says: 

God's reaper s find it hard work to reap ; but they find a blessed solace 
when they sit down and eat of their Master 's rich provisions; then, wit h 
renewed strength, they go with sharpened sickle, t o reap a gain in the noontide 
heat . 
p . 607 

(A Year With J esus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson) 
San Fra ncisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright- Eugene H . Peterson , 
2006. 

Lwant my life, 0 God, to be consciously and deliberately lived u nder your 
soi ereign lor sl1ip; ut I also want to live responsibly as a citizen, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
p. 185 

(The Beautiful Fight: Surrendering to the Transforming Presence of God Every 
Day of Your Life by Gary Thomas) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
Copyright- Gary L. Thomas, 2007. 

The gospel of tran ·fol'mation calls me to progress from not-lusting to having 
<.>yes that honor, respect, and generate compassion. God wants to transform 
my eyes from being selfish possessors and consumen::; to being his servants of 
s<.>lfless love. 
p.63 
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\= ~ . l~Ae eh~ i:Qt llP to !dean. Boaz ~ave orders to hie men, "Even if §h~ eathlm! 
.--r amon~ the sh~ayes. don't embarrass her. 

The NET Bible translates verse 15: 

When she got up to gather grain, Boaz told his male servants, "Let her 
gather grain among the bundles! Don't chase her off! 

Peterson paraphrases verse 15: 

When she got up to go back to work, Boaz ordered his servants: "Let her 
glean where there's still plenty of grain on the ground-make it easy for 
her. 

l'o!:;IC<1r1l-.!IRel11rP Nowi:;/Sturly#~ Huth 2.1.2:1.<loc 
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i. i i\athe[, pull Qllt some &talk& for her f[om the bundle& and leave them r2r 
her to pick.J.lp. and don't rebuke he.t~! 

The NET Bible translates verse 16: 

Make sure you pull out ears of grain for her and drop them so she can 
gather them up. Don't tell her not to!" 

Peterson paraphrases verse 16: 

Better yet, pull some of the good stuff out and leave it for her to glean. 
Give her special treatment." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Ruth did not linger at the meal. After she returned to gleaning, Boaz ordered 
his workers to do more than let her glean among them. In addition they were 
deliberately to drop handfuls of stalks of barley in her path so that she would 
have abundant provision. This too was beyond what Boaz was required by the 
Law to do ... Nor were his men to rebuke her or hinder her in any way. 

De Haan says: 

HANDFULS ON PURPOSE! How perfectly wonderful. Boaz commanded his 
reapers to deliberately let fall whole handfuls of grain to encourage poor Ruth. 
This was designed to keep her from becoming disheartened, if the gleanings 
seemed sparse and scant. Yes, the Lord still drops handfuls on purpose along 
the way. Just when we begin to wonder why our ministry seems so barren, 
God sends a revival, a handful on purpose. I believe that the revivals in the 
history of the Church are not only for the purpose of winning souls, but also for 
the encouragement of the Church. When things become difficult, and it seems 
that everything is going to pot and ruin, God raises up His man to be used for a 
reviving of God's people. They are "handfuls on purpose" to assure us that God 
sees our struggles and is still on the throne. 
pp. 90-91 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

These extraordinary marks of favor were not only given from a kindly 
disposition, but from regard to her good character and devoted attachment to 
her venerable relative. 
pp. 203-4 

Keil & Delitzsch say: 

These directions of Boaz went far beyond the bounds of generosity and 
compassion for the poor; and show that he felt a peculiar interest in Ruth, with 
whose circumstances he was well acquainted, and who had won his heart by 
her humility, her faithful attachment to her mother-in-law, and her love to the 
God of Israel,-a fact important to notice in connection with the further course 
of the history. 
p.480 
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Ty, 1) SQ RYih i:Jeaned in the field Yniil fvmin~. Thfn ahf threahed the barley L ... ___ , m e had ~athered. and it amounted to about an ephah. 

The NET Bible translates verse 17: 

So she gathered grain in the field until evening. When she threshed 
what she ha d gathered, it came to about thirty pounds of barley! 

Peterson paraphrases verse 1 7: 

Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. When she threshed out what 
she had gathered, she ended up with nearly a full sack of barley! 

After lunch Ruth went back to work. Boaz gave instructions: 

"don't embarrass her" and 

"don't rebuke her." 

He wants the harvester s to: 1 

"pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and leave them for her to 
pick u ." 

She ended up with a sizable amount of grain. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

After working hard all day Ruth ... threshed the barley, beat out the grain 
from the stalks, and had an ephah. This was about half a bushel, an 
unusually generous amount for one day of gleaning. It weighed about 30 
pounds and was enough food for many days. 

Po:,tcanls1Lectun >Jote.-./Study#:2 Ruth :2: 1-2.:1.uoc 
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This generous provision for Ruth and Naomi reminds me of: 

~ J,0;,}2 (NLT) 

You gave me life and showed me your unfailing love. 
My life was preserved by your care. 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

Ruth gleaned in the field till evening and then beat out what she had gleaned 
(i.e., separated the grain from the chaff). Her gleanings measured about one
half to two-thirds of a bushel (twenty-nine to fifty pounds). Such a large 
quantity could not have been acquired in a day by an ordinary gleaner. It 
shows how Boaz's instructions to his reapers aided Ruth and also how 
diligently Ruth had worked. Ruth probably gathered enough to last Naomi 
and her for several weeks. 
p.373 

Block says: 

Depending upon the quality of the grain and which standard one uses, an 
ephah of barley could have weighed from thirty to fifty pounds. The harvesters 
obviously followed Boaz's instructions and allowed Ruth to scavenge liberally. 
p.670 

Custis James says: 

God gave Ruth and Sojourner Truth to remind us that courage, boldness, 
and godly leadership are important feminine attributes when it comes to living 
for God. When we swim upstream against the culture; use our voices to speak 
the truth; advocate stubbornly for others; and sweat, toil, and strategize to 
advance God's kingdom on earth, we are doing woman's work. And ain't I a 
woman? 
pp. 105-6 
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Custis James says: 

The quantity of raw grain that an average gleaner brought home from a 
day's work is anyone's guess-hopefully enough to get by for another day. But 
the amount Ruth lugs home belongs in the Guinness Book of Records. After 
gleaning and winnowing, she has accumulated an ephah of barley. Scholars 
estimate Ruth has brought home approximately twenty-nine pounds of grain. 
"Such a starling quantity of grain testified both to Boaz's generosity and Ruth's 
industry," not to mention the remarkable openhandedness of Boaz's workers. 
To put Ruth's gleanings in perspective, Old Babylonian records from that era 
indicate that a male worker's take-home pay for a day's labor was rarely more 
than one or two pounds. So in a single day Ruth's take was the rough 
equivalent of a half-month's wages or more. She raked in a minimum of fifteen 
times what Boaz's harvesters were pocketing as a fair day's wage. 
p. 112 

Davis says: 

At the end of the day she had gathered approximately thirty pounds of barley 
(v. 17). After this, she returned to her mother-in-law and reported the events 
of the day. 
p. 163 

Hubbard says: 

To stress that for Ruth to collect an ephah in one day's work was truly 
astonishing. Such a startling quantity of grain testified both of Boaz's 
generosity and to Ruth's industry. The workers evidently had followed Boaz's 
instructions! To put the amount in perspective, one should remember that in 
the Old Babylonian period the ration of a male worker at Mari rarely exceeded 
1-2 pounds per day. This meant that Ruth collected the equivalent of at least 
half a month's wages in one day. 
p. 179 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

When the quantity of grain was small, it was beat out by means of a stick. 
an ephah- supposed to contain about a bushel. 
p.204 

Keil & Delitzsch say: 

. .. when she knocked out the ears, she had about an ephah (about 20-25 lbs.) 
of barley. 
p.480 

MacArthur says: 

ephah. This amounts to over one-half bushel, weighing abou thirty to forty 
pounds. 
p . 293 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

The amount of barley that Ruth gleaned was more than half a bushel, more 
than would normally be expected for a day's work. The generosity of Boaz and 
the labor of Ruth produced this substantial supply. Boaz exhibited the highest 
form of charity by giving in secret so as not to shame the recipient. 
p.340 

Younger says: 

The ancient norm for a daily food ration seems to have been widely 
regarded as approximately one liter, usually of barley. Therefore, if Ruth's 
ephah equaled about ten to twenty liters of barley, she has threshed roughly 
enough for the two women to eat for a little more than a week. 
p . 448 
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Street Sweeper Shows Excellence 

I was sitting on a bench on a beach boardwalk late one afternoon, resting after 
an hour walk. I had passed a woman in a green uniform pushing a broom 
several times. She came toward my bench doing her meticulous sweeping of 
the sidewalk. Suddenly she stopped, wiped her forehead, and rested on her 
broom. I called out to her: "You do a great job." 

"Thank you," she replied. Then she added something that explained why the 
sidewalk behind her was spotless. "I just believe people want to walk on a 
clean sidewalk." 

I was humbled to be in the presence of a worker who viewed her task with such 
significance. Whatever the park service was paying her, there's no way they 
could have demanded the excellence she brought to her work. That kind of 
motivation comes from within. 

Reggie McNeal, The Present Future (Jossey-Bass, 2003), p. 98 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday .com) 

Postc;1nl-.l!Pcture ~ote'll!:\tU1ly#:! Ruth 2·1-:!3 doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

100 

\ v. ~he cauie!I it hack to tQwn. and llilr mother-in-law @ W how mus;h sh~ 
1
had gathered. Ruth also brought out and gaye her what she had left 
over after she had eaten enough. 

The NET Bible titles the remaining verses: 

Ruth Returns to Naomi 

The NET Bible translates verse 18: 

She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how much grain 
she had gathered. Then Ruth gave her the roasted grain she had saved 
from mealtime. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 18: 

She gathered up her gleanings, went back to town, and showed her 
mother-in-law the results of her day's work; she also gave her the 
leftovers from her lunch. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these remaining verses: 

An expression of joy (2:18-23) 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says further: 

Ruth's return home to Naomi ended Naomi's emptiness and filled the 
older woman with anticipation, thankfulness, and hope. 

2:18. When Ruth brought home the ephah of barley grain, the results of 
her toil, Naomi saw the large amount. Also Ruth gave Naomi the extra 
portion she had saved from her lunch ... Here was a widow who was not 
overlooked in the daily supply of food ... Naomi would be cared for by Ruth. 

Po>:>tcardslLecture Noles/Study#:! Rulh 2· 1 ·2:3.<loc 
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I felt I kind of relived the joy of Ruth hurrying home to thrill her mother-in-law 
with what she had been able to accomplish in her fir8t day of work. 

\Yhen I was a junior high and high school young man, I always woflwd in the 
fields dm·ing the summer. I picked strawberries in June~ cherries in July, 
bean!-\ in August. along with picking pears, peaches and plums a the end.of the 
season. There was alwap; a thrill and a sense of pride when I got home to 
report how many boxes, how many pounds, how many flats I had picked on 
that given day. 

I'm sure Ruth feels this same joyful sense-of satisfaction with a job well done 
when she arrives at home to report to Naomi. 

Po>;tcards/Lecture :\'ott·~1St u1!v#:! - Ruth 2·1 ·21.tloc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

102 

- 1 I 1) H~r lllQtbii[-in-law asked bii[, "Where did you ~ean tl!!lay? Wh~[~ !lid you 
work? Blessed be the man who took notice of you!" Then Ruth told her 
~other-in-law about the one .at whose .place she had been workin~. "The 

ame of the man I worked with today is Boaz." she said! 

The NET Bible translates verse 19: 

Her mother-in-law asked her, "Where did you gather grain today? 
Where did you work? May the one who took notice of you be rewarded!" 
So Ruth told her mother-in-law with whom she had worked. She said, 
"The name of the man with whom I worked today is Boaz." 

Peterson paraphrases verse 19: 

Naomi asked her, "So where did you glean today? Whose field? God 
bless whoever it was who took such good care of you!" Ruth told her 
mother-in-law, "The man with whom I worked today? His name is 
Boaz." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Naomi requested the name of Ruth's benefactor and prayed a blessing on him 
before Ruth answered her question. Ruth disclosed that she had worked in 
the field of Boaz. 

Qucst ion H #3 and #4 in the passage are here in verse 19. They come from the 

lips of NAO ML. 

\~UESTION #3: 1 - 'WHERE DID YOU GLEAN TODAY?" 

(QUESTION #4: 

"WHERE DID YOU WORK? 

Po;;tcanl;;ILel'tUrl' :-.:ote,/Stmiy#2 Ruth 2.1-23.cloc 
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Back in verse 5-from the lip•:f BO~UESTION #1: ) 

"Whose young woman is that?" 

Back in verse 10- from the lips o4RUTH~UESTION #2: } -
"Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me
a foreigner?" 

t QUESTION #3] 

"WHERE DID YOU GLEAN TODAY?" 

§:uESTION ;;i 
"WHERE DID YOU WORK? 

Pnsteard~ILecture '.'1otP!-</Stuiiv#2 Ruth 2·1-23.doc 
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Boy Gets UnexP-ected Birthday Present 

What does a six-year-old boy want for his birthday? Legos. A bicycle. Thomas 
the Train. A DVD of a recent movie that he will watch repeatedly. If he made 
a list, it would go well beyond this. But what if he could get more than this? 
What if he could get immeasurably more than he could ask or imagine? When 
Gabriel Hurles turned six, that's exactly what he got. The little boy was so 
focused on eating his cake, that he hardly noticed the giant package in the 
corner of the room. When another child pointed out the large gift, Gabriel ran 
over and began to tear off the wrapping. It wasn't a bicycle or any of the other 
items a six-year-old would want. It was his dad, Army Specialist Casey 
Hurles, home on leave from the war in Iraq. Gabriel and his father had been 
apart for seven months, so when Casey learned his leave would coincide with 
his son's birthday, he hatched a plan to offer one whale of a surprise. 

David Slagle, Atlanta, Georgian; source: Associated Press, "Boys wrapped 
birthday gift is dad back from Iraq," YahooNews.com (1-30-09) 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday .com) 

The last word that Ruth said in giving her re.por was th word "BOAZ." 

Thi1' must have sent a thrill up and down the spine of ~aomi to h('ar that 
family name spoken and the fact tha1 God had orchestrated Ruth working in 
his field on this very first day that she goes out to seek support for she and 
Naomi. 
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-, ~. 2iflbe Lord bless him!" ~aomi said t2 her da111:hter-in-law, "He has Il2t 
-- Mopped showm~ his kmdness to the liyin~ and the dead.'' She added. 

'That man is our close relative: he is one of our kinsman-redeemers." 

The NET Bible translates verse 20: 

Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "May he be rewarded by the Lord 
because he has shown loyalty to the living on behalf of the dead!" Then 
Naomi said to her, "This man is a close relative of ours; he is our 
guardian." 

Peterson paraphrases verse 20: 

Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "Why, God bless that man! God 
hasn't quite walked out on us after all! He still loves us, in bad times as 
well as good!" Naomi went on, "That man, Ruth, is one of our circle of 
covenant redeemers, a close relative of ours!" 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Naomi repeated her blessing, now knowing to whom it should be applied ... 
Her night of sorrow with its fog of depression had broken into the dawning of a 
new day of joy. As God was the source of her sorrow ... He was now the source 
of her joy. God's kindness ... again rested on the living, Ruth and herself. 

Naomi's mind immediately perceived the significance of the situation. 
Even the dead might soon be blessed, in that the name of Elimelech, her dead 
husband, could live on through her faithful daughter-in-law, Ruth. Boaz was a 
close relative, but more than that, he was a kinsman-redeemer . He could 
act as a redeemer of property and persons. He could act as a levir, a Latin 
term for brother-in-law. Boaz could redeem by fulfilling the levirate law, which 
required a brother of a deceased man to marry his widow and raise up a son to 
his name .. . Though Boaz was not a brother to Mahlon, Ruth's deceased 
husband ... he was a close relative to the family and could act as a levir if he 
so desired. Naomi sensed the willingness of Boaz. No explanation is given as 
to why Naomi did not mention the nearer kinsman-redeemer ... 

Po,.,trnr<l,.,11,eclure ::'\otps/Stud~1t2 Ruth 2· \.::!::J.<loc 
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Custis James says: 

The secret to unraveling these mysteries is one and the same. The 
motive of Boaz's lavish generosity toward the two widows and the cause of 
Naomi's miraculous transformation-indeed the choices and actions in the 
entire book of Ruth-are bound up in the simple but utterly rich Hebrew word 
hes ed. 
p. 114 

Custis James also says: 

With a little help from Hebrew scholars, we can come a little closer to 
the meaning of hesed than a llama is to a lamb. They tell us hesed is a strong 
Hebrew word that sums up the ideal lifestyle for God's people. It's the way 
God intended for human beings to live together from the beginning-the "love
your-neighbor-as-yourself' brand of living, an active, selfless, sacrificial caring 
for one another that goes against the grain of our fallen natures. 

Two parties are involved-someone in desperate need and a second 
person who possesses the power and the resources to make a difference. Hesed 
is driven, not by duty or legal obligation, but by a bone-deep commitment-a 
loyal, selfless love that motivates a person to do voluntarily what no one has a 
right to expect or ask of them. They have the freedom to act or to walk away 
without the slightest injury to their reputation. Yet they willingly pour 
themselves out for the good of someone else. it's actually the kind of love we 
find most fully expressed in Jesus. In a nutshell, hesed is the gospel lived out. 
p. 115 
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Custis James says further: 

Not only does Naomi realize through the actions of Boaz that God is still 
doing hesed for her, she makes the stunning discovery that hesed is still 
actively at work for Elimelech, Mahlon, and Kilion-"the living and the dea<J:' 
(Ruth 2:20, emphasis added). Boaz's great act of kindness for his relatives' 
family signals that Elimelech and his sons are not forgotten either. 

Ruth's hesed for Naomi contains that kind of longevity too, for it will not 
expire at Naomi's graveside or if a better opportunity surfaces for Ruth. 
"Where you die, I will die-there will I be buried. May the LORD do thus and so 
to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!" (Ruth 1:17, NRSV, 
emphasis added). Which means that, somewhere in the vicinity of Bethlehem, 
a single grave contains the bones of two women-Naomi and her daughter-in
law Ruth. Even in death, Ruth is still doing hesed. Naomi is not alone. This is 
the Gospel of Ruth. 
pp. 120-21 

Harris, Brown & Moore say: 

Yahweh has not stopped showing his kindness (hesed). Though she 
may be tempted to believe otherwise, Naomi still believes in a God of hesed. 
Perhaps it's been decades since she's heard the name Boaz, yet she recognizes 
it. Hearing it enables Yahweh's hesed to steal quietly back into h er heart. 
p.341 

MacArthur outlines the Kinsman-Redeemer: 

O.T. Qualifications 
1. Blood Relationship 
2. Necessary Resources 
3. Willingness to Buy 

Kinsman-Redeemer 

Christ's Fulfillment 
Gal. 4:4, 5; Heb. 2:16, 17 
1 Cor. 6:20; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19 
John 10:15-18; 1 John 3:16 

The MacArthur Bible Handbook, by John MacArthur (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 
2003) 74. © 2003 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
p.292 
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--gThen Ruth tlli: Moal.!itess &aid. "H~ ~ven said tom~. 'Staie with m;11 
,workers until they fimsh harvestmg all my grain."' 

The NET Bible translates verse 21: 

Ruth the Moabite replied, "He even told me, 'You may go along beside 
my servants until they have finished gathering all my harvest!"' 

Peterson paraphrases verse 21: 

Ruth the Moabitess said, "Well, listen to this: He also told me, 'Stick 
with my workers until my harvesting is finished."' 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Ruth had more good news. Boaz had invited her to remain in his field 
throughout the harvest ... 

It's sort of like the conversation between Naomi and Ruth. It just gets more 
and more exceptional and exciting. Then the extra abundance comes from the 
lips of Ruth: 

"HE EVEN SAID TO ME, 'STAY WITH MY WORKERS UNTIL THEY 
FINISH HARVESTING ALL MY GRAIN.'" 

Yes the Lord does do exceeding abundant above all that we can ask or think. 

PostcanbiLecturP NotP>;iStudy#2 - Ruth 2·1.2:3.doe 
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Desiring Less Than What God Can Give 

In his book The Divine Commodity, Skye Jethani shares a story from a trip he 
took to India with his father. While walking the streets of New Delhi, a little 
boy approached them. He was "skinny as a rail, and naked but for tattered 
blue shorts. His legs were stiff and contorted, like a wire hanger twisted upon 
itself." Because of his condition, the little boy could only waddle along on his 
calloused knees. He made his way toward Skye and his father and cried out, 
"One rupee, please! One rupee!" Skye describes what happened when his 
father eventually responded to the boy's persistent begging: 

"What do you want?" [my father asked]. 

"One rupee, sir," the boy said while motioning his hand to his mouth and 
bowing his head in deference. My father laughed. 

"How about I give you five rupees?" he said. The boy's submissive 
countenance suddenly became defiant. He retracted his hand and 
sneered at us. He thought my father was joking, having a laugh at his 
expense. After all, no one would willingly give up five rupees. The boy 
started shuffling away, mumbling curses under his breath. 

My father reached into his pocket. Hearing the coins jingle, the boy 
stopped and looked back over his shoulder. My father was holding out a 
five-rupee coin. He approached the stunned boy and placed the coin into 
his hand. The boy didn't move or say a word. He just stared at the coin 
in his hand. We passed him and proceeded to cross the street. 

A moment later the shouting resumed, except this time the boy was 
yelling, "Thank you! Thank you, sir! Bless you!" He raced after us once 
again-but not for more money but to touch my father's feet .. . . 

This, I imagine, is how our God sees us- as miserable creatures in 
desperate need of his help. But rather than asking for what we truly 
need, rather than desiring what he is able and willing to give, we settle 
for lesser things. 

Skye Jethani, The Divine Commodity (Zondervan, 2009), pp. 113-114 

© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday .com) 
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(199 Treasures of Wisdom on Talking with God compiled from the writings of 
Andrew Murray) Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. Copyright- Barbour 
Publishing, Inc., 2007. 

Let me helieve God that He is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that 
I ask or think. 
(Quote 121) 

l'ostean!,..fl..<clurr Notf";iStudy#2 - Ruth 2:1-23 doc 
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t Y. ~N;i.Qmi §aid 1Q llilth h!:r da11idlt~r-in-law, "It will be i:imd for y2u. my 
dau~hter. to go with his ~irls. because in someone else's field you mi~ht 
be harmed. '~ 

The NET Bible translates verse 22: 

Naomi then said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, "It is good, my daughter, 
that you should go out to work with his female servants. That way you 
will not be harmed, which could happen in another field." 

Peterson paraphrases verse 22: 

Naomi said to Ruth, "That's wonderful, dear daughter! Do that! You'll 
be safe in the company of his young women; no danger now of being 
raped in some stranger's field." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Naturally Naomi encouraged Ruth to accept Boaz's generosity. Perhaps to 
emphasize her need to stay there, Naomi reminded Ruth of the danger that 
might lurk in another field. This was a reminder of the especially low morals 
in the days of the Judges and Ruth. 

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

... a prudent recommendation to Ruth to accept the generous invitation of 
Boaz, lest, if she were seen straying into other fields, she might not only run 
the risk of rude treatment, but displease him by seeming indifferent to his kind 
liberality. Moreover, the observant mind of the old matron had already 
discerned, in all Boaz's attentions to Ruth, the germs of a strong affection, 
which she wished to increase. 
p.204 
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Keil & Delitzsch say: 

Naomi declared her self fully satisfied with this, because Ruth would be thereby 
secured from insults, which she might r eceive when gleaning in str an ge fields. 
p.481 

Naomi continues to call Ruth "MY DAUGHTER." 

Back in verse 2 of our chapter Ruth made the REQUES'Ij: 

"'Let me go to the fields and pick up the leftover grain behind anyone in, 
whose eyes I find favor. ' Naomi said to her, 'Go ahead, my da ughter ."' 

Now here in verse 22 of the same chapter: 

"NAOMI SAID TO RUTH HER DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, 'IT WILL BE 
GOOD FOR YOU, MY DAUGHTER1 TO GO WITH HIS GIRLS." 

(A Treasury of Mark Twain edited by Edward Lewis and Robert Myers) Kansas 
City, Missouri: Harper & Row, Publishers. Copyright- Hallmark Cards. 
1967. 

"On with the dance, let joy be unconfined" is my motto, whether there's any 
dance to dance or any joy to unconfine. 
p. 23 
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The NET Bible translates verse 23: 

So Ruth worked beside Boaz's female servants, gathering grain until the 
end of the barley harvest as well as the wheat h arvest. After t hat she 
stayed home wit h her mother-in-law. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 23: 

So Ruth did it-she stuck close to Boaz's young women , gleaning in the 
fields daily until both the barley and wheat harvesting were finished. 
And she con tinued living with her mother-in-law. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Ruth's loyalty was revealed in her obedience to Naomi's words. She gleaned 
with Boaz's servant girls . .. for the several weeks of the barley and wheat 
harvests, and lived with Naomi during that time. However , the tension in 
t he plot continued, for the h arvest would soon come to an end. What would 
h appen to the widows after the harvest was over? 

Atkinson says: 

For the present, the chapter ends, as did Rut h 1, with reference to t he harvest. 
But there the tone was one of sadness, bitterness, a loneness and poverty. Now 
t he sit uation is one of hope, of comfort and provision . We h ave found in t hese 
chapters how the fait h of Naomi, and of Boaz and Ruth , has illustrated for us 
something of the grace of God: the grace of providence seen in God's over-ruling 
care of the ordina ry and everyday events of life within the context of his 
gr acious and loving purpose; the possibilit ies of grace throu gh suffering, even 
when the outlook is bleak, and the hand of God is very h ard to discern; the 
grace of pr ovision, even in the mundane matters of 'daily bread'. 
p.84 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

Ruth accepted Naomi's counsel and stayed close to Boaz's servant girls in the 
fields till both barley and wheat harvests were finished. She continued living 
with her mother-in-law, to whom she returned from the fields each evening. 
The two harvest seasons would have lasted for from late April to early June (cf. 
Dt 16:9). 
p.373 

Duguid says: 

In the backgmund of the Book of Ruth, a clock is ticking. We may not 
notice it at first because our ears are not attuned to the calendar of redemptive 
history, but it is striking when we notice it. Naomi and Ruth arrived back in 
Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest (Ruth 1:22); in other words, 
they came home at the time of the feast of Passover, when the grain harvest 
began (see Deut. 16:9). What better time for an exodus from the fields of Moab 
to the Promised Land? It was the beginning of the year in the Jewish calendar, 
the fitting time for a fresh start by God's grace. By the end of chapter 2, the 
end of the barley harvest had arrived (Ruth 2:23); seven weeks had passed by 
and it was time for the festival of first fruits, which was part of the feast of 
weeks, or Pentecost. By this time, Ruth and Naomi have experienced the first 
fruits of God's deliverance in the gift of Boaz's grain, but they have not yet seen 
the fullness of what God had planned for them. 
p. 165 

Keil & Delitzsch say: 

After this Ruth kept with the maidens of Boaz during the whole of the barley 
and wheat harvests gleaning ears of corn, and lived with her mother-in-law, sc. 
when she returned in the evening from the field. In this last remark there is a 
tacit allusion to the fact that a change took place for Ruth when the harvest 
was over. 
p.481 

PostcanbfLecture ::-.l'otl>-;/Stud~'#:! - Huth 2.1·2~l.doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

116 

(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright- Oswald Chambers Publications 
Association, 1992. 

The thing that really testifies for God and for the people of God in the long run 
is steady perseverance. even when the work cannot be seen by others. And the 
only way to live in an undefeated life is to live looking to God. Ask God to keep 
the eyes of your spirit open to the risen Christ, and it will be impossible for 
drudgery to discourage you. Never allow yourself to think that some tasks al'e 
beneath youT dignity or too insignificant for you to do, and remind yourself of 
t he example of Christ in John 13:1-17. 
(March 6) 

(Morning and Evening by Charles H . Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 
Hendrickson. Copyright - Unknown. 

Let your first care be to glorify God to the utmost of your power where you are. 
Fill your present sphere to His praise, and if He needs you in another He will 
show it you. This evening lay aside vexatious ambition, and embrace peaceful 
content. 
p.359 

(Life Lifters: Moments of Inspiration for Living Life Better by Zig Ziglar) 
Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman. Copyright - Zig Ziglar, 2003. 

Po more . give more, try harder. aim higher, and give thanks. The rewards will~~ 
be yours. 
p. 152 
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CONCLUSION: 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 

LESSON #1: What a difference a day makes. As chapter 1 concluded, 
Naomi said: "I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. 
Why call me Naomi? The Lord has afflicted me; the Almighty has 
brought misfortune upon me" (Ruth 1:21). And from Naomi's lips here 
in chapter 2 she says so much: "Where did you glean today? Where did 
you work? Blessed be the man who took notice of you!" (verse 19). 

LESSON #2: When the Lord's involved in it, He always does exceeding 
abundant above a ll we could ask or think. 

LESSON #3: The Lord's sover eign providential direction is seen in verse 3: 
"So she went out and began to glean in the fields behind the harvesters. 
As it turned out, she found herself working in a field belonging to Boaz, 
who was from the clan of Elimelech." 

LESSON #4: Verse 4 also contains a providential circumstance: "Just then 
Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the h arvesters. 'The Lord be 
with you!' 'The Lord bless you!' they called back." 

LESSON #5: Ruth comes before us as proactive and also a hard worker. The 
manager said "She went into the field and has worked steadily from 
morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter" (verse 7). 

LESSON #6: Colossians 3:23: "Work hard and cheerfully at whatever you do, 
as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people." 

LESSON #7: Boaz is such a sensitive servant. He said to the ha rvesters: 
"The Lord be with you!" And those employees returned the blessing: 
"The Lord bless you!" (verse 4). 
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LESSON #8: Boaz, in answering Ruth's question in verse 10, "Why have I 
found such favor in your eyes that you notice me-a foreigner?" says it's 
payback time: "I've been told all about what you have done for your 
mother-in-law since the death of your husband." Then he lists three 
things that she has done (verse 11). 

LESSON #9: Boaz tells Ruth that he has two prayers that he says for her: 
(1) "May the Lord repay you for what you have done" and (2) "May you 
be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings 
you have come to take refuge" (verse 12). 

LESSON #10: Boaz provides three extra things for Ruth in her work: (1) he 
provides lunch for her; (2) he gives instructions to his men to "pull out 
[on purpose] some stalks" of grain for her; and (3) he gives her the 
potential for job security for her when he says "Stay with my workers 
until they finish harvesting all my grain" (verses 14. 16 & 21). 
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Davis says: 

The story of Ruth through the first two chapters is a thrilling one. It is 
one of simplicity and tragedy, but out of this tragedy the Lord began to work, 
and His sovereign power was displayed and His will accomplished. Far too 
often believers surrender to situations of life simply because of loss or death, 
when, in effect, they have not given God the full opportunity to exercise His 
power and to display His glory. Again we are reminded by the apostle Paul 
that "all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
called according to his purpose." 
p. 164 

Phillips draws some principles and applications: 

PRINCIPLES 

• God calls believers to serve him as "salt and light" in the workplace. 
• Believers are not to compartmentalize their lives into categories of 

"sacred" and "secular"; all of life is sacred (read Col. 3:23-24 for our 
motives at work). 

• We are never owed grace, but we should always be awed by grace. 
• Sometimes receiving God's grace means t hings do not go the way we 

want, as when Paul learned his life lesson, "My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness" (2 Cor. 12:9). 

APPLICATIONS 

• Live your faith in the workplace; people will notice. 
• Be known as a giver, not as a taker. 
• Don't lose hope; God remains on his throne! 
• "Always preach the gospel; when necessary, use words" (St. Francis of 

Assisi). 
p. 322 
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(The Seeking Hear t : Volume 4: The Library of Spiritual Classics by Fenelon) 
Auburn, MA: The SeedSower s Christia n Book Publishing House. 
Copyright -Christian Books Publishing House, MCMXCII. 

The most import thing is humility. Humility gives you a teachable spirit 
that ma kes everything easier. Consider the life of J esus. He was born in a 
stable. He had to flee to Egypt. He worked thirty years in the shop of a 
craftsman . He suffer ed hunger , thirst, and fat igue. He was poor and He was 
ridiculed. He t aught t he doctrine of heaven and no one listened to Him. He 
was treated like a slave, betr ayed, and died between two thieves. 

Jesus' life was full of humiliation , but we are horrified by the slightest 
humiliation. How do you expect to know J esus if you do not seek Him where 
He was found: in suffering and the cross? You must imitate Him. But don't 
think you can follow Him in your own stren gth-you are going to h ave to find 
all your strength in Him. Remember th at J esus wants to feel all your 
weaknesses. 

Seek to follow Jesus along the ·oad of humility that He has taken. The 
gi·eatest profit which you can gather from an experience of your weakness is to 
let your frailties help you become more humble and obedien t. 
p. 28 

(The Little Red Book of Wisdom by Mark DeMoss) Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson. Copyright- Mark DeMoss, 2007. 

I dos with the words of author Max Lucado: "You can afford many 
wrong choices in life. You can choose the wrong career and survive, the wrong 
city and survive, the wrongJwuse and survive. But there i8 one choice that 
must hP made correctly, and that is your eternal destiny." 
p. 167 
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(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 
Hendrickson . Copyright - Unknown. 

To embrace our Lord Jesus, to dwell in His love, and be fully assured of union 
with Him-this is all in all. Dear reader, you need not try other forms of life in 
order to see whether they are better than the Christian's: if you roam the world 
around, you will see no sights like a sight of the Saviour's face; if you could 
have all the comforts of life, if you lost your Saviour, you would be wretched; 
but if you win Christ, then should you rot in a dungeon, you would find it a 
paradise; should you live in obscurity, or die with famine, you will yet be 
satisfied with favour and full of the goodness of the Lord. 
p. 675 

(Letter s of J ohn Newton by J osia h Bull) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. 
Copyright- Banner of Truth Trust, 2007. 

A man may give his assent to the gospel and be able to defend it against 
others, and yet not have his own spirit truly influenced by it. 
p.27 

(Chr ist/Life by Rut h Myers) Sisters, OR: Mult nomah . Copyright - Rut h Myers, 
2005. 

p.67 

I'm so grateful, Lord, that I don't have to try to hide my needs. 
I can always openly confess them before You, 
as part of my ongoing relationship with You. 

I thank You that You meet me where I am and that You are 
at work in me to make me more than I am. 

So I choose to thank You for Your gracious attitude toward the 
ways I fall short. What a comfort to know that You fully 

understand the feeling of my weaknesses and inadequacies. 

In the following specific ways, I acknowledge that I am 
poor, needy, weak, and dependent: 
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One of my all-time favorite pictures while growing up was of a young man at 
t he wheel of a ship in the midst of a storm. The Lord Jesusis standing behind 
him with His h and on h is shoulder. With His oth~r hand, he is pointing the 
direction. I took the words of this poetic piece and put them beneath t hat 
picture: 

And now I h a ve a Captain; 
He'll guide, I know He will. 

I've given J esus full command 
Since He said, "Peace, be still." 

He whispered, "Peace, be still," to me-; 
My heart obeyed His will. 

Hs word made calm the ·olling sea 
When H e said, "Peace, be still.'' 

Karseen says: 

"Let no one ever come to you without coming away better and happier. 
Be the living expression of God's kindness: kindness in your face, 

kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile, 
kindness in your warm greeting. ''* 

Mother Teresa 

*Malcolm Muggeridge, Something Beautiful For God, page 69. Copyright © 1971 by The 
Mother Teresa Committee , Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc., New York. Used by permission. 
p. 107 

Karseen says: 

''Our lives will go on for millions and niillions of years. 
And the choice we mahe now decides the type of life 

we are going to live in the future.''* 
Billy Graham 

*Billy Graham, The Challenge, pages 71-72. Copy 1969 by Doubleday & Company, Inc., 
Garden City, New York, and World's Work Ltd., England. Used by permission. 
p. 117 
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Karseen says: 

''Every woman has the special privilege to be a 
'power-station' for God to be used in any human dilemma. 

More than anything, people need loving. They thirst for LOVE."* 
Brother Mandus 

*From For Women Only- With Mankind in Mind by Brother Mandus, pages 99-100. 
Copyright © 1963 by Arthur James, The Drift, Evesham, Wares. WRll 4NW, England. Used 
by permission. 
p. 123 

Karseen says: 

It struck Ruth how naturally he talked about God. He does it in the 
same way as Naomi, she mused. That type of relationship with God had 
always impressed her. This man has indeed taken God into his considerations. 
I can taste that in his words and the seriousness with which he speaks. He, of 
all people, understands why I have come to this country. He is right. I want to 
find shelter under the wings of the God of Israel.s 
p. 126 

I'm thinking of two ver ses aH I conclude this second study in the BOOK OF 
RUTH. 

Palm '*8 (NLT) 

The Lord says, "I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. 
I will advise you and watch over you. 

How can we understand the road we travel? It is the Lord who directs 
our steps. 
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