BIBLICAL POSTCARDS
Ruth, Philemon & Jude

Study Number Two — Ruth 2:1-23

It was Fred Allen who said:

Most of us spend the first six days of each week sowing wild
oats, then we go to church on Sunday and pray for a crop
failure.

—PFred Allen, U.S. comedian (1894-1956)
© 2009 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

One of the things you discover about the book of Ruth is that

suffering is a vital part of God’s plan to make us more like
Christ.

Suffering and tragedy are just part and parcel of God’s
soverelgn purpose and plan to make us more like the Savior.

The last scene of our study ended with Ruth and Naomi
coming back to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley
harvest. The sad part of the story is Naomi 1s very bitter. She
accuses God by saying, “I went away full but now the Lord has
brought me back empty.”

And so she has a lot on her mind and she hurts deeply. The
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scene of the study, as we go into chapter 2, is there’s not been
a sequential time because they’re poverty-stricken. They're
without food.

Here’s a quick summary of chapter 1.
Elimelech the husband,
Naomi the wife,

Mahlon and Killion, the two boys, ran into rough economic
times 1n Bethlehem—“House of Bread”—five miles south of
Jerusalem (the birthplace of the Messiah).

In Bethlehem Elimelech decides he’s going to leave and go
find greener pastures. He heard that there was food and the
possibility of existence in Moab. He leaves the Promised Land;
goes south to the end of the Dead Sea and then back east—it’s
about a 75 mile trip for the family.

What was supposed to be just a few days, or a few weeks at
the most, ends up being 10 years. During those tragic years,
Naomi loses all three of the men in her life. First Elimelech
dies, then the two boys married two Moabitish girls—Ruth
and Orpah—and both of them die.

When the study ended we were at the 10 year mark. For some
reason Naomi got word that there was food back in Bethlehem
so she 1s determined to go back. The two girls, out of the
quality of relationship—that’s the only way you can explain
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this ladies and gentlemen—would leave their god and leave
their land and go back with her to her country.

That 1s a powerful witness of the consistent life of Naomi and
her walk with God. Have that in the back of your minds while
you’re thinking about this because sometimes in the midst of
your greatest suffering is the time that you're going to have
the greatest ministry and the greatest opportunity for the
glory of God. We cannot rule that out.

In this situation, after those 10 years, she decides to go down
the road together. The three of them are traveling back 75
miles to Bethlehem. Just as they get out of town, Naomi
realizes that those two girls are sailing themselves down the
river. She begs them to go back to their families and to their
god.

Orpah listened to her and goes back. Ruth determined that
she was not going to go back. The high point of the study was
verses 16 and 17.

Ruth 1:16, 17

Don’t ask me to leave you. Where you go I'll go, where you
stay I'll stay. Your people will be my people, your God will be
my god. If anything but death separates you...

Powerful, powerful statement from a new Moabitish convert.
That’s the summary of chapter 1.



Madame Guyon said:

(Why? Trusting God When You Don’t Understand by Anne
Graham Lotz)

I have learnt to love the darkness of sorrow;
there you see the brightness
of His face.

— MADAME GUYON
p. 30]

If there’s anybody who can relate to suffering it would be Joni
Eareckson Tada. Here’s a couple of quotes from her to show
you how misunderstood people are who suffer and hurt and
think that God’s mad at them or that something else is wrong
only to complicate the suffering and intensify it. This i1s what
she says:

(A Lifetime of Wisdom: Embracing the Way God Heals You by
Joni Eareckson Tada)

So now, “forty years of life in a wheelchair” later, here 1s
the ruby, hard-won. Here 1s the wisdom I would so love to give
my younger self. You're on the right track, Joni. You're facing
the right direction. Tell God what’s in your heart ... all of it.
Then settle back, if only for a moment, in the memory of who
He has been to you, and how He has loved you and kept you
through all your days.

p. 36



Even in the wheelchair she’s asking God to help her to settle
back and to be content in the place that He has placed her.

There are many people that spend their time believing that
you’re responsible for your suffering. And because you're
responsible for your suffering, you don’t have enough faith to
be healed. That was the hardest thing for Joni to accept.

She was asked to be on a national television program and she
gave her testimony on that program. Right in the middle of
the testimony—Dbecause it was several million people that
were tuned in on the TV—the guy just stopped and said,
“Brothers and sisters, this 1s not what we teach.” And Joni
waited until the commercial and broke down in tears. She
then said:

(A Lifetime of Wisdom: Embracing the Way God Heals You by
Joni Eareckson Tada)

... I was stung by those unexpected remarks, and I felt my
face growing hot with hurt and indignation. ...

The man may have a huge ministry and millions of
viewers, but he 1s wrong. God 1s God, and it 1s He and He
alone who decides who will be healed and who will not.

p. 175

She goes on to talk about faith and the sovereignty of God.

There are so many wonderful, beloved believers who are

condemned to a life of suffering, heartache and heartbreak.
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You can’t explain it from a human point of view. When you
look at the quality of their lives and you look at the results of
what’s happened from that wheelchair, that dear lady has
forged an international worldwide ministry and given away
more wheelchairs than probably anyone that’s ever lived
before her. She’s just content to take every day as part of
God’s gift and plan and is willing to glorify Him in the midst
of it.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon put it this way:

(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon)

O my soul, tune thy harp to a glad song of thanksgiving! Go to
thy rest rejoicing, for thou art no desolate wanderer, but a
beloved child, watched over, cared for, supplied, and defended
by thy Lord.

p. 241

Let’s look at Job 17:11 as our key verse before we launch into
the text:

Job 17:11

My days are over, my hopes have disappeared, my heart’s
desires are broken.

Listen to these statistics. This will send a shiver up your
spine, especially you ladies.



(The Gospel of Ruth: Loving God Enough to Break the Rules
by Carolyn Custis James)

Nine out of ten wives will spend some portion of their lives in
widowhood.

The first time I came across that statistic in an article I
was reading, a shudder shot straight down my spine. Ninety
percent! Whenever I think about that statistic (and I try hard
not to), I feel an overwhelming urge to stop what I'm doing
and dash into the next room and phone the seminary to make
sure Frank is okay. I can’t imagine living life without him.
But who am I to think I'll end up in the lucky 10 percent?

p. 55

So many things in life blind us because we think we're exempt
and we're not. We have one thing in common and that is God
1s at work to make us more like Christ. We have to say to
Him, “Have at it. You're sovereign and You know what’s best.
Do in my life what needs to be done.”

We'’re going to see the PROVIDENCE OF GOD.

In Esther it was the providence of God that put her in all of
those places. It’s just all over Ruth chapter 2.

Timing, people, places, circumstances—it just gets you so
excited about God turning the whole thing around.

John Piper says:



“God 1s not an employer looking for employees; he 1s an eagle
looking for people who will take refuge under his wings.”
(source unknown)

And then Phillips goes on to say:

“God 1s at work providentially arranging the details of our
lives to accomplish his purposes.”
(source unknown)

v. 1 Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side,
from the clan of Elimelech, a man of standing,
whose name was Boaz.

“Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, from the
clan of Elimelech, a man of standing, whose name was Boaz.”
There are some things that are said about this citizen of
Bethlehem. He’s part of the family of Elimelech—that’s
Naomi’s husband. That could figure into some things if you
understand Old Testament Law and the special things that
are going to happen in the next chapters.

When it says “a man of standing,” that means he’s a man of
wealth and integrity. He evidently is single. There’s no record
of his being married. He’s probably in his 50s and he would be
of Naomi’s generation and Elimelech’s generation. It would be
like Ruth would be a daughter to him and that’s basically the
way they referred to her in this picture.



Do you think there might be some providential circumstances
surrounding the name of Boaz?

That ought to bless your heart to know that there’s some
things unknown to you that are known to God that are going
to come into your life for His glory and His honor and His
praise and you're going to rejoice over it. So buck up and bow
your neck. Even though it’s tough and you know that day is
going to come and it’s wonderful.

Where are the Boazs today? The guys that will stand for what.
they believe and will be marked off in the city? You're going to
fall in love with this guy.

(In God We Still Trust by Dr. Richard G. Lee)

God, give us men! A time like this demands

Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and ready

hands;

Men whom the lust of office does not kill;
Men whom the spoils of office can not buy;

Men who possess opinions and a will;
Men who have honor; men who will not lie;
Men who can stand before the demagogue

And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking!
Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog

In public duty, and in private thinking;
For while the rabble, with their thumb-worn creeds,
Their large professions and their little deeds,
Mingle in selfish strife, lo! Freedom weeps,
Wrong rules the land and waiting
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Justice sleeps.
p. 61

The failure of leadership.

v. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Let me go
to the fields and pick up the leftover grain behind
anyone in whose eyes I find favor.” Naomi said to
her, “Go ahead, my daughter.”

“And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi,”

This 1s the Proverbs 31 lady just stepping right off the page.

She’s not a woman who'’s going to sit around and have a pity
party in a foreign country making a bad decision to leave her
home and her family and her gods. She 1s proactive.

“And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, ‘Let me go to the
fields and pick up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose
eyes I can find favor.” Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my
daughter.”

Right away Ruth feels a responsibility for her poverty-stricken
mother-in-law. She’s going to solve the problem. You have to
realize that she’s not had any experience in Jewish Law. She
must know something about gleaning and how the Law
stipulated that when you harvested your field or your trees
you always left something behind for the poor. It’s going to be
a tough one and a hard and hot and dusty one, but she is up
for i1t and she’s ready to go.
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Here are two verses. First of all from David:

Psalm 25:4, 5

Show me the path where I should walk, O Lord,
and point out the right road for me to follow;
lead me by your truth and teach me,

for you are the God who saves me,

all day long I put my hope in you.

Then you know this one from Solomon:

Proverbs 3:5, 6

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and don’t depend on
your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him,
and He’ll make your paths straight.

It’s like Ruth 1s walking into a brand new world and
everything she says thrills you.

That great statement, of all those eight things she said last
week to Naomi before they left the land of Moab to go to
Bethlehem, thrilled our hearts. Here she is again on center
stage wanting to help solve the problem.

“Let me go to the fields and pick up the leftover grain behind
anyone 1n whose eyes I can find favor.”
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That statement is being made to a lady we know last week
said, “Don’t call me Naomi, call me Mara. My name is bitter.”
Why? “God’s hand has gone out against me.”

She still has those thoughts. “I went away full and He brought
me back empty. I have been afflicted by the Almighty.”

Those are some of the statements she made just as we
wrapped up the last study. Don’t you think this sweet young
lady who’s journeyed back the 75 miles with her to Bethlehem
has already become a blessing to her? And she can begin to
see that God must have something special in line for all of this
that’s going on? For her to come and volunteer right away to
do something about 1t?

Ken Whitten says:

(Uncommon: Finding Your Path to Significance by Tony
Dungy with Nathan Whitaker)

“What’s down in the well will come up in the bucket.”
p. 108

That describes Ruth. She’s been around Naomi long enough
and she knows the key to life and that’s serving others.

Martin Luther King, Jr. said it well:

(Uncommon: Finding Your Path to Significance by Tony
Dungy with Nathan Whitaker)
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FEverybody can be great ... because anybody can serve. You
don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t have to
make your subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a
heart full of grace, a soul generated by love.

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
p. 221

I’'m amazed at how some of these statements from Oswald
Chambers jump off the page:

(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)

When my strength runs dry and my vision is blinded, will I

endure this trial of my faith victoriously or will I turn back in
defeat?
(August 29)

She’s there. She could make these kinds of decisions on the
spot to go on back home knowing she made a mistake and
Orpah’s already gone home. She didn’t even come on the trip.

Bill Hybels put it this way:

(Axiom: Powerful Leadership Proverbs by Bill Hybels)

Personally, I've never understood inactivity. Why a person
would sit when he could soar, spectate when he could play, or
atrophy when he could develop is [way] beyond me.

p. 134
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Samuel Johnson said:

(A Continual Feast by Jan Karon)

Great works are performed not by strength but by
perseverance.

Samuel Johnson
(page unknown)

Here are a few more statements that will help bring this alive:
This 1s from Nancy Leigh DeMoss—Choosing Gratitude:

(Choosing Gratitude: Your Journey to Joy by Nancy Leigh
DeMoss with Lawrence Kimbrough)

Cultivating a thankful heart is a safeguard against
becoming bitter, prickly, and sour. A grateful child of God
can’t help but be a joyful, peaceful, radiant person.

p. 17

I truly believe a grateful [person], rooted in the soil of God’s
goodness and grace, will radically impact how you view and
respond to everything in your life.

p. 19

This 1s the Navy SEAL code and I take it this 1s Ruth too:

(Lone Survivor: The Evewitness Account of Operation
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Redwing and the Lost Heroes of Seal Team 10 by Marcus
Luttrell with Patrick Robinson)

Their lives stand as a testimony to the central paragraph of
the philosophy of the U.S. Navy SEALs:

“I will never quit. I persevere and thrive on adversity. My
Nation expects me to be physically harder and mentally
stronger than my enemies. If knocked down, I will get back
up, every time. I will draw on every remaining ounce of
strength to protect my teammates and to accomplish our
mission. I am never out of the fight.”

p. 7

v. 3 So she went out and began to glean in the fields
behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she found
herself working in a field belonging to Boaz, who
was from the clan of Elimelech.

“So she went out and began to glean in the fields behind the
harvesters.”

This 1s not the way you’re supposed to do it but she is an eage?
beaver. They’re supposed to go along the edges of the field.
She’s right behind the harvesters. She’s going to grab
whatever hits the ground.

“As 1t turned out,”—now do you know another word that is
described “as it turned out™?

Providence down at the end of the field. He’'s a God who’s
15



deeply concerned.

“she found herself working in a field belonging to Boaz, who
was from the clan of Elimelech.”

When you’re up against a trouble,

Meet it squarely, face to face,

Lift your chin, and set your shoulders,

Plant your feet and take a brace,

When it’s vain to try to dodge it,

Do the best that you can do.

You may fail, but you may conquer—

See 1t through!

—Excerpt from “See It Through,” Edgar Guest
(Wikipedia)

Dr. A. T. Pierson was one of those guys that blessed the
previous generation with some of the greatest statements.
This is what he says:

(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by
David Jeremiah)

“To go as I am led, to go when I am led, to go where I am led—#5

6. Arthur T. Pierson, the Heart of the Gospel: Sermons on the Life-Changing Power of the
Good News (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 1996), 229.

p. 74

That’s the secret to life.
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(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by
David Jeremiah)

... that has been for twenty years the one prayer of my life.”®
That’s a good prayer for me to recommend to you.

6. Arthur T. Pierson, the Heart of the Gospel: Sermons on the Life-Changing Power of the
Good News (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 1996), 229.

p. 74

When you get to verse 4 you have another providential “Just
then.”

v. 4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and
greeted the harvesters, “The Lord be with you!”
“The Lord bless you!” they called back.

“Just then”

All of a sudden you run into somebody you never dreamed you
would see but there they are standing right before you. You're
in a place where that would never be true but there they were:

Look at this:

“Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and he greeted the
harvesters,”

Do you think he does this regularly? Why sure he’s going to
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check on the harvest and see how it’s going.

“The Lord be with you!” he said

“The Lord bless you!” they called back.”

Now 1sn’t it interesting that the Lord is in the middle of all
this? They’re living with integrity. Remember that blessing

Moses gave to Aaron?

Numbers 6:24-26

“May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face
shine upon you; the Lord be gracious unto you; the Lord lift up
His countenance upon you and give you peace.”

This 1s from the Our Daily Bread :

Huang, a nonbeliever, was visiting scientists at the
University of Minnesota in 1994. While there, he met some
Christians and enjoyed their fellowship. So when they learned
he would be returning to Beijing, they gave him the name of a
Christian to contact who was also moving there.

On the flight back to Beijing, the plane encountered
engine trouble and stopped in Seattle overnight. The airline
placed Huang in the same room with the very person he was
to contact [in China]! Once they arrived in Beijing, the two
began meeting weekly for a Bible study, and a year later
Huang gave his life to [Jesus] Christ. This was not just a mere
happening; it was by God’s arrangement.
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(From Our Daily Bread, Thursday, December 10, 2009)

You as believer should be so caught up with the providential
circumstances of God that you see His fingerprints over
everything that’s going on around us. That you come joyful
and excited and fulfilled knowing that He is the one that’s
orchestrating all of these things that are going on in our lives.

Naturally Boaz is going to want to know about this new
employee that’s out there working in the field.

v. 5 Boaz asked the foreman of his harvesters, “Whose
young woman is that?”

“Boaz asked the foreman of his harvesters, ‘Whose young
woman 1s that?”

Now you're going to see a guy who’s in total and complete
control. He 1s going to be barking signals and asking questions
right and left here and he wants to know.

v. 6 The foreman replied, “She is the Moabitess who
came back from Moab with Naomi.

“So the foreman”—his manager—“replied, ‘She is the

M >

Moabitess who came back from Moab with Naomai.

v. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the
sheaves behind the harvesters.” She went into the
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field and has worked steadily from morning till
now, except for a short rest in the shelter.”

“She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves
behind the harvesters.” She went into the field and has worked
steadily from morning till now, except for a short rest in the
shelter.”

It must be about 11:00 and she’s been working since sun up
out in the field gathering the grain.

Oswald Chambers puts you under such convictions when you
hear this statement:

(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)

We have no right to decide where we should be placed, or
to have preconceived ideas as to what God is preparing us to
do. God engineers everything; and wherever He places us, our
one supreme goal should be to pour out our lives in
wholehearted devotion to Him in that particular work.
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might ...”
(Ecclesiastes 9:10)

(April 23)

Here 1s a proactive foreigner who’s made a commitment to
come back with Naomi. She’s out in the field working in the
barley harvest to make it possible for the two of them to
continue to live and to exist.
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Colossians 3:23

Work hard and cheerfully at whatever you do, as though you
were working for the Lord rather than for people.

v. 8 So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me.
Don’t go and glean in another field and don’t go
away from here. Stay here with my servant girls.

“So Boaz said to Ruth, ‘My daughter,”—have you heard that
phrase before?

That’s exactly what Naomi called her when she suggested that
she go out in the field and work.

I think age i1s included here. I think it’s like she is a daughter
not only to Naomi, she i1s a daughter-in-law. She is also
daughter to someone older like Boaz.

“listen to me.”

Here comes the signals. Here come the commands—one right
after another:

“Don’t go and glean in another field and don’t go away from
here. Stay here with my servant girls.”

There’s three quick ones to be sure that he’s going to be seeing
her on a regular basis—verse 8. Then he has two more in
verse 9.
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v. 9 Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and
follow along after the girls. I have told the men not
to touch you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and

get a drink from the water jars the men have
filled.”

“Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow
along after the girls.”

Those are the five things.

“I have told the men not to touch you. And whenever you are
thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have

filled.”

When the poor went to the field they had no obligation
whatsoever—the owners of the field had no obligation to
handle water or to take any personal comforts serious with
regard to these people who are coming to work in the field.
The only stipulation was they could gather the grain that was
left after the harvesters have gone through.

And yet he says here, “I know you’re going to get hot and
you’re going to get thirsty. Go on over there. The men have
fixed some water for the harvesters, and help yourself.”

When you get to verse 10 you really learn something about
humility and brokenness. The reason she is so blessed. Every
time somebody asks her to do something she did it. When
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Naomi said something, she did it. She’s obedient.

To be obedient you have to be humble and submissive to
authority don’t you? You have to be willing to be responsive.

This 1s key.

v. 10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the
ground. She exclaimed, “Why have I found such
favor in your eyes that you notice me—a
foreigner?”

“At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She
exclaimed, ‘Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you
notice me—a foreigner?”

She’s had no conversation with Naomi about the family. She
does not see the relationship of Boaz to the family yet because
they’'ve not talked about that kind of thing. She’s overwhelmed
about how she could come as a foreigner to this country and
end up in the field of a man named Boaz. He is so kind and so
gentle and bending over backwards to see to it that she’s
protected and cared for in every way.

These verses remind us so much of the way God does things.
Do you remember when David said? First of all, he wanted to
build the temple. What does the Lord say? He said, “No you're

not going to do it but your son is going to do it.”

Listen to these verses. After the Lord says, “You’re not going
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to build a house for me. I'm going to build one for you™:

2 Samuel 7:18, 19

Then King David went in and he sat before the Lord, “Who am
I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you've
brought me this far? And now Sovereign Lord, in addition to
everything else, you're speaking of giving me a lasting
dynasty. Do you deal with everyone that way, O Sovereign
Lord?”

“Yes! He does! He wants to!” when we’re obedient, we're
submissive to authority and we’re sensitive to what blesses
His heart.

It’s neat how Boaz starts talking to Ruth in verse 11. He’s not
an insensitive in-law. As soon as Ruth came back he found out
everything about her from the grapevine.

v. 11 Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you
have done for your mother-in-law since the death of
your husband—how you left your father and
mother and your homeland and came to live with a
people you did not know before.

“Boaz replied, ‘T've been told all about what you have done for
your mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how you
left your father and mother and your homeland and came to
live with a people you did not know before.”
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Just as soon as they hit the city gates everybody in the city of
Bethlehem knew who she was and what she had done. It’s
ogreat to have someone come along providentially and say,
“You know I know all about you. I know the sacrifices you've
made.”

Eugene Peterson said:

(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by
Eugene H. Peterson)

I want my life, Lord, to be an answer to your love for me: my
actions and my words, my thoughts and my dreams—all a
response to the great reality of your presence in Jesus, that
calls into question my selfishness and my pride. Amen.

p. 179

Then he looks right at her and prays a prayer in verse 12.

v. 12 May the Lord repay you for what you have done.
May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of
Israel, under whose wings you have come to take
refuge.”

“May the Lord repay you for what you have done.”
And then there’s a second prayer:
“May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel,

under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”
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Have you ever prayed a prayer and then God says you're going
to answer my prayer? You've been there and done that. He
doesn’t know 1t but he’s going to be the one who’s going to be
“under his wings.” He’s going to have a chance to answer his
own prayers.

As you know, being “under his wings” is a powerful train of
scriptures that goes through the Psalms. It started in the book
of Deuteronomy when Moses was giving his farewell address.
He was almost done with the address and this is what he said:

Deuteronomy 32:11 (NLT)

Like an eagle that rouses her chicks and hovers over her
young, so he spread his wings to take them up and carry them
aloft on his pinions.

Then Jesus picked up on that in that last trip into Jerusalem
just before He went to the Cross. Remember how He wept?

Matthew 23:37

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and
stones God’s messengers! How often I have wanted to gather
your children together as a hen gathers her chicks beneath
her wings, but you wouldn’t let me.”

Those are two key ones. Now here are several more:
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Psalm 61:4

I long to dwell in your tent forever
and take refuge in the shelter of your wings. Selah

Psalm 63:7

Because you are my help,
I sing in the shadow of your wings.

Psalm 68:19

Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior,
who daily bears our burdens. Selah

Psalm 69:32

The poor will see and be glad--
you who seek God, may your hearts live!

Psalm 71:20

Though you have made me see troubles, many and bitter,
you will restore my life again;

from the depths of the earth

you will again bring me up.

Psalm 72:18, 19

Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel,
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who alone does marvelous deeds.

Praise be to his glorious name forever;

may the whole earth be filled with his glory.
Amen and Amen.

Psalm 91:1., 4

Those who live in the shelter of the Most High
will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.

He will shield you with his wings.

He will shelter you with his feathers.

His faithful promises are your armor and your protection.
Aren’t those beautiful verses?

Then you can take the other verse too:

Isaiah 40:11

He tends his flock like a shepherd.

He gathers the lambs in his arms,

and he carries them close to his heart.

And he gently leads those that have young.

In essence it’s the caring, shepherding ministry of the Lord
that the Psalmist so often returns to. Isn’t it interesting that
Boaz would go to that very point as he speaks about Ruth’s
situation.

28



She 1s so touched by the benevolence she doesn’t want it to
run out.

v. 13 “May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my
lord,” she said. “You have given me comfort and
have spoken kindly to your servant—though I do
not have the standing of one of your servant girls.”

“May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord,” she said.
‘You have given me comfort and have spoken kindly to your
servant—though I do not have the standing of one of your
servant girls.”

She understood authority and she realized this was something
that was very unique and very, very different from what she
had expected at all to happen.

What do you do when you're impressed by the quality of
somebody’s life? You want to go have lunch with them don’t
you? It’s noontime and she didn’t bring any lunch with her
because she didn’t have any to bring.

v. 14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over here.
Have some bread and dip it in the wine vinegar.”
When she sat down with the harvesters, he offered
her some roasted grain. She ate all she wanted and
had some left over.

“So at mealtime Boaz said to her, ‘Come over here. Have some
bread and dip it in the wine vinegar.” When she sat down with
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the harvesters, he offered her some roasted grain. She ate all
she wanted and had some left over.”

Now you know what she’s doing. She could have eaten a whole
lot more but she’s thinking of a starving mother-in-law and
she 1s enjoying all the benefit of this and so she’s asking for a
to-go box. She’s putting some stuff together for her meal when
she gets home. That’s the kind of lady she is in her thinking at
this point.

So Boaz says, “Come on over here” and then provides all that
she could have wanted with some left over.

Peterson says:

(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by
Eugene H. Peterson)

I want my life, O God, to be consciously and deliberately lived
under your sovereign lordship; but I also want to live
responsibly as a citizen, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

p. 185
Gary Thomas in his book The Beautiful Fight says:

(The Beautiful Fight: Surrendering to the Transforming
Presence of God Every Day of Your Life by Gary Thomas)

The gospel of transformation calls me to progress from not
lusting to having eyes that honor, respect, and generate
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compassion. God wants to transform my eyes from being
selfish possessors and consumers to being his servants of
selfless love.

p. 63

Isn’t it interesting what he does after lunch? He makes
further provision that she doesn’t even know about. That’s the
way God does things too. When you’re hooked up with Him
there are secrets that other believers know that they can do to
help facilitate matters. They do some things that are not
known to anybody else but will be known in heaven because of
the special thing they did.

v. 15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his
men, “Even if she gathers among the sheaves, don’t
embarrass her.

“As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, ‘Even if
she gathers among the sheaves, don’t embarrass her.”

They say, “She’s a foreigner! She doesn’t understand that you
can’t get right out there in the middle of all this and scoop it
in because she’s trying to get enough to satisfy them for the
next several days.”

And he said, “don’t embarrass her’—in any way.

v. 16 Rather, pull out some stalks for her from the
bundles and leave them for her to pick up, and

don’t rebuke her.”
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“Rather, pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and
leave them for her to pick up, and don’t rebuke her.”

“Don’t you embarrass her. While you're working and you're at
1t, just pull out a few every once in a while and drop them
down there so she’ll think it’s Christmas every time she turns
around. And don’t rebuke her.”

v. 17 So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then
she threshed the barley she had gathered, and it
amounted to about an ephah.

“So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then she threshed

the barley she had gathered, and it amounted to about an
ephah.”

An ephah 1s a half a bushel, about thirty or forty pounds. It’s
enough grain for two ladies to probably live on for at least
three or four days. So in her first day out in the field she has
gotten a sizeable amount of grain.

Job 10:12 (NLT)

You gave me life and showed me your unfailing love.
My life was preserved by your care.

She’s about thirty or forty pounds heavier and she’s ready to
go back to the city.
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v. 18 She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law
saw how much she had gathered. Ruth also brought
out and gave her what she had left over after she
had eaten enough.

“She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how
much she had gathered. Ruth also brought out and gave her
what she had left over after she had eaten enough.”

The little to-go box is right there ready for her now to share in
the benevolent giving that had taken place. She also has a
meal.

She 1s loaded with questions and she’ll get to those in just a
minute.

We can enter in with Ruth in a sense of joyful satisfaction that
yes she 1s a foreigner in a foreign country, but she can be used
by God in a marvelous, benevolent way to help meet needs.

v. 19 Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you
glean today? Where did you work? Blessed be the
man who took notice of you!” Then Ruth told her
mother-in-law about the one at whose place she had
been working. “The name of the man I worked with
today is Boaz,” she said.

“Her mother-in-law asked her, ‘Where did you glean today?
Where did you work? Blessed be the man who took notice of
you!”
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This is very unusual. Obviously she 1s asking questions, piling
one upon the other.

“Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at whose
place she had been working. “The name of the man I worked
with today is Boaz,” she said.”

This will light her fire and change the total orientation upon
the face of our much depressed and discouraged citizen from
Bethlehem that has just returned home.

“Where did you glean? Where did you work?”
Her immediate response then finally is it was Boaz.

This must have sent a thrill up and down her spine because
she realized that Boaz was part of her husband’s family.

And according to legal statements, there is a Kinsman-
Redeemer clause in the Law and that’s going to come into
play. It’s still too early for Naomi to initiate or think those
things, but in God’s perfect timing in her heart she knows that
could be the time, that could be the place, and this could be
what God is doing.

Have you ever had those experiences when you start to see

just a little glimmer of what God’s trying to do and how He’s

trying to work things out? You just get so excited and you

have to keep 1t to yourself because it’s still premature. You
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know how that 1s? Naomi has to live with this for these next
few months.

But didn’t God bring some real healing to her heart?
Becoming discouraged, disappointed and dejected over the loss
of her husband and her two boys, to realize God once again is
at work in a beautiful and wonderful way?

v. 20 “The Lord bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-
in-law. “He has not stopped showing his kindness to
the living and the dead.” She added, “That man is
our close relative; he is one of our kinsman-
redeemers.”

“The Lord bless him!”
That’s all she got out of her mouth.

“Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. ‘He has not stopped
showing his kindness to the living and the dead.”

Are you ready for this? There’s hesed. That covenant word of
grace and kindness that’s always characteristic of God. It’s thé
most famous Hebrew word in the Old Testament. There it is
again and she has it on her lips. God once again through Boaz
“has not stopped showing kindness to the living”—that’s to me
and to you, but also to—"“the dead.”

“She added, ‘That man 1s our close relative; he 1s one of our
kinsman-redeemers.”
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v. 21 Then Ruth the Moabitess said, “He even said to
me, ‘Stay with my workers until they finish
harvesting all my grain.”

“Then Ruth the Moabitess said, ‘He even said to me, “Stay
with my workers until they finish harvesting all my grain.”

“Ruth, I don’t want you just to stay here for the barley, I want

you to go work through the wheat harvest too. I want you to
be here for the whole time and you just sow as you please.”

Now, does God still live by Ephesians 3:20?

Ephesians 3:20

Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we can ask or think.

Does He? Have you experienced that? Did He do something
beyond what you could have asked or thought in handling
circumstances and situations?

Andrew Murray prayed every morning:

(199 Treasures of Wisdom on Talking with God compiled from
the writings of Andrew Murray)

Let me believe God that He is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that I ask or think.
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(Quote 121)

v. 22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It will
be good for you, my daughter, to go with his girls,
because in someone else’s field you might be
harmed.”

“Naomi said to Ruth”—and the curtain drops—*her daughter-
in-law, ‘It will be good for you, my daughter, to go with his
girls, because in someone else’s field you might be harmed.”

v. 23 So Ruth stayed close to the servant girls of Boaz to
glean until the barley and wheat harvests were
finished. And she lived with her mother-in-law.

“So Ruth stayed close to the servant girls of Boaz to glean

until the barley and the wheat harvests were finished. And

she lived with her mother-in-law.”
“So Ruth stayed close” and she was faithful day after day.

Oswald Chambers said:

(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)

The thing that really testifies for God and for the people of
God in the long run is steady perseverance, even when the
work cannot be seen by others. And the only way to live in an
undefeated life is to live looking to God. Ask God to keep the
eyes of your spirit open to the risen Christ, and it will be
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1mpossible for drudgery to discourage you. Never allow
yourself to think that some tasks are beneath your dignity or
too 1nsignificant for you to do, and remind yourself of the

example of Christ ...
(March 6)

Spurgeon said:

(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon)

Let your first care be to glorify God to the utmost of your
power where you are. Fill your present sphere to His praise,
and if He needs you in another He will show it you. This
evening lay aside vexatious ambition, and embrace peaceful
content.

p. 359
Zag Ziglar said:

(Life Lifters: Moments of Inspiration for Living Life Better by
Zag Ziglar)

Do more, give more, try harder, aim higher, and give thanks.

The rewards will be yours.
p. 152

We conclude with the most important lesson of all and that’s
the lesson of personal humility.
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Ruth has to be a humble, broken person. To live comfortably
under authority, to experience the stresses she has made, she
has discovered the key.

Fenelon that 16th century writer said:

(The Seeking Heart: Volume 4: The Library of Spiritual
Classics by Fenelon)

The most important thing is humility. ...
Seek to follow Jesus along the road of humility that He
has taken.

p. 28

(The Little Red Book of Wisdom by Mark DeMoss)

I close with the words of author Max Lucado: “You can
afford many wrong choices in life. You can choose the wrong
career and survive, the wrong city and survive, the wrong
house and survive. But there is one choice that must be made
correctly, and that is your eternal destiny.”

p. 167

This poem 1s a picture of a young man steering a ship in a
storm and the Lord Jesus is standing behind him:

And now I have a Captain;

He'll guide, I know He will.

I've given Jesus full command

Since He said, “Peace, be still.”
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He whispered, “Peace, be still,” to me;
My heart obeyed His will.

His word made calm the rolling sea
When He said, “Peace, be still.”

(source unknown)
Billy Graham said:

“Our lives will go on for millions and millions of years.
And the choice we make now decides the type of life

we are going to live in the future.”
Billy Graham

*Billy Graham, The Challenge, pages 71-72. Copyright 1969 by Doubleday & Company, Inc.,
Garden City, New York, and World’s Work Ltd., England. Used by permission.

(original source unknown)

Psalm 32:8 would be a good one for us to end on:

Psalm 32:8 (NLT)

The Lord says, “I will guide you along the best pathway for
your life.
I will advise you and watch over you.

Lord, we're so slow to learn and so quick to take the reins in
our own hands. Forgive us for those times when we fail You so
miserably. Help us dear Father to be those who do not grade
the power or the spectacular nature of that which You are
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asking us to do to serve You. But to be those who are humble
and contrite and broken and ready to do whatever You ask
and to serve You effectively and faithfully. Lord, my heart is
full. We thank You that You've encouraged our hearts. You
are so famous in doing that. Father, help us to realize we are
gifts to each other to encourage, to strengthen, to build up and
to be faithful to finish strong. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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BIBLICAL POSTCARDS

Ruth, Philemon & Jude

STUDY NUMBER TWO - RUTH 2:1-23

v. 1 Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, from the clan
of Elimelech, a man of standing, whose name was Boaz.

v. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Let me go to the
fields and pick up the leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I
find favor.” Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.”

v. 3 So she went out and began to glean in the fields behind the
harvesters. As it turned out, she found herself working in a field
belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelech.

v. 4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the
harvesters, “The Lord be with you!” “The Lord bless you!” they
called back.

v. 5 Boaz asked the foreman of his harvesters, “Whose young
woman is that?”

v. 6 The foreman replied, “She is the Moabitess who came back
from Moab with Naomi.

v. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves
behind the harvesters.” She went into the field and has worked
steadily from morning till now, except for a short rest in the
shelter.”

v. 8 So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and
glean in another field and don’t go away from here. Stay here with
my servant girls.

v. 9 Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow
along after the girls. I have told the men not to touch you. And
whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars
the men have filled.”

v. 10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She
exclaimed, “Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you
notice me—a foreigner?”

v. 11 Boaz replied, “I've been told all about what you have done for
your mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how you left
your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with
a people you did not know before.

42

NOTES



v. 12 May the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be
richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings
you have come to take refuge.”

v. 13 “May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord,” she said.
“You have given me comfort and have spoken kindly to your
servant—though I do not have the standing of one of your servant
girls.”

v. 14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over here. Have some
bread and dip it in the wine vinegar.” When she sat down with the
harvesters, he offered her some roasted grain. She ate all she
wanted and had some left over.

v. 15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, “Even if
she gathers among the sheaves, don’t embarrass her.

v. 16 Rather, pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and
leave them for her to pick up, and don’t rebuke her.”

v. 17 So Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then she threshed
the barley she had gathered, and it amounted to about an ephah.
v. 18 She carried it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how
much she had gathered. Ruth also brought out and gave her what
she had left over after she had eaten enough.

v. 19 Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did you glean today?
Where did you work? Blessed be the man who took notice of you!”
Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one at whose place
she had been working. “The name of the man I worked with today
1s Boaz,” she said.

v. 20 “The Lord bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. “He
has not stopped showing his kindness to the living and the dead.”
She added, “That man is our close relative; he is one of our
kinsman-redeemers.”

v. 21 Then Ruth the Moabitess said, “He even said to me, ‘Stay
with my workers until they finish harvesting all my grain.

v. 22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It will be good for
you, my daughter, to go with his girls, because in someone else’s
field you might be harmed.”

v. 23 So Ruth stayed close to the servant girls of Boaz to glean
until the barley and wheat harvests were finished. And she lived
with her mother-in-law.
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QUESTIONS
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2. According to verses 2 & 3, what does Ruth the Moabitess d

1n these verses?

1. Read Ruth 2:1-23 and in your own words pull out the main

thought of this passage.
4. Outline the five things that Boaz says to Ruth in verses 8

3. How does Boaz greet the harvesters and the harvesters

greet Boaz, according to verse 47



5. How does Boaz describe Ruth, according to verse 11?
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7. What did Boaz do for Ruth at meal time, according to verse
8. What does Naomi say about Boaz, according to verse 207

147

6. What two things does Boaz pray for Ruth, according to

verse 127
9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: What a difference a day makes. As chapter 1
concluded, Naomi said: “I went away full, but the Lord
has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The
Lord has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought
misfortune upon me” (Ruth 1:21). And from Naomzi’s lips
here in chapter 2 she says so much: “Where did you glean
today? Where did you work? Blessed be the man who took
notice of you!” (verse 19).

LESSON #2: When the Lord’s involved in 1t, He always does
exceeding abundant above all we could ask or think.

LESSON #3: The Lord’s sovereign providential direction is
seen 1n verse 3: “So she went out and began to glean in
the fields behind the harvesters. As i1t turned out, she
found herself working in a field belonging to Boaz, who
was from the clan of Elimelech.”
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LESSON #4: Verse 4 also contains a providential
circumstance: “Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem
and greeted the harvesters. “The Lord be with you! ‘The
Lord bless you!” they called back.”

LESSON #5: Ruth comes before us as proactive and also a
hard worker. The manager said “She went into the field
and has worked steadily from morning till now, except for
a short rest in the shelter” (verse 7).

LESSON #6: Colossians 3:23: “Work hard and cheerfully at
whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord
rather than for people.”

LESSON #7: Boaz is such a sensitive servant. He said to the
harvesters: “The Lord be with you!” And those employees
returned the blessing: “The Lord bless you!” (verse 4).

LESSON #8: Boaz, in answering Ruth’s question in verse 10,
“Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice
me—a foreigner?” says it’s payback time: “I've been told
all about what you have done for your mother-in-law sincé
the death of your husband.” Then he lists three things
that she has done (verse 11).

LESSON #9: Boaz tells Ruth that he has two prayers that he
says for her: (1) “May the Lord repay you for what you
have done” and (2) “May you be richly rewarded by the
Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come
to take refuge” (verse 12).
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workers until they finish harvesting all my grain” (verse

14, 16 & 21).

stalks” of grain for her; and (3) he gives her the potential
48

instructions to his men to “pull out [on purpose] some
for job security for her when he says “Stay with my

her work: (1) he provides lunch for her; (2) he gives

LESSON #10: Boaz provides three extra things for Ruth in
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