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A Practical Study 0£ 

Ruth, Philemon & Jude: Biblical Postcards 

SESSION #4: Ruth 4:1-22 

TEXT: 
v. 1 Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat there. When the 
kinsman-redeemer he had mentioned came along, Boaz said, "Come over here, 
my friend, and sit down." So he went over and sat down. 
v. 2 Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said, "Sit here," and they did so. 
v. 3 Then he said to the kinsman-redeemer, "Naomi, who has come back from 
Moab, is selling the piece of land that belonged to our brother Elimelech. 
v. 4 I thought I should bring the matter to your attention and suggest that you 
buy it in the presence of these seated here and in the presence of the elders of 
my people. If you will redeem it, do so. But if you will not, tell me, so I will 
know. For no one has the right to do it except you, and I am next in line." "I 
will redeem it,'' he said. 
v. 5 Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the land from Naomi and from Ruth 
the Moabitess, you acquire the dead man's widow, in order to maintain the 
name of the dead with his property." 
v. 6 At this, the kinsman-redeemer said, "Then I cannot redeem it because I 
might endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it." 
v. 7 (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property 
to become final, one party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was 
the method of legalizing transactions in Israel.) 
v. 8 So the kinsman-redeemer said to Boaz, "Buy it yourself." And he removed 
his sandal. 
v. 9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, "Today you are 
witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion 
and Mahlon. 
v. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon's widow, as my wife, in 
order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his name will 
not disappear from among his family or from the town records. Today you are 
witnesses!" 
v. 11 Then the elders and all those at the gate said, "We are witnesses. May 
the Lord make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, 
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who together built up the house of Israel. May you have standing in 
Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 
v. 12 Through the offspring the Lord gives you by this young woman, may your 
family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah." 
v. 13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Then he went to her, and the 
Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 
v. 14 The women said to Naomi: "Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not 
left you without a kinsman-redeemer. May he become famous throughout 
Israel! 
v. 15 He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your 
daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, has 
given him birth." 
v. 16 Then Naomi took the child, laid him in her lap and cared for him. 
v. 17 The women living there said, "Naomi has a son." And they named him 
Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
v. 18 This, then, is the family line of Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron, 
v. 19 Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, 
v. 20 Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
v. 21 Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the father of Obed, 
v. 22 Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David. 

Postcard«'IReturP ::\oteslStudy# I Ruth I 1-22 dor 
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INTRODUCTION: 

(Still Lookin' by Joe Kreger) St. Louis, MO: Doane Agricultural Services 
Company. Copyright- J oe Kreger (poetry) and Doane Agricultural 
Services Company (book), 2000. 

Figh tin' the River 

God delivers His children, 
and Christ forgives our sins, 
but when you fight a river, 
the river always wins. 

I tried to fight the river, 
and it wasn't any fun. 
I grew old a tryin', 
but the river finally won. 

I rebuilt the fences 
and hauled off the debris. 
Now, I hear the river laughin' 
'cause the joke was sure on me. 

I took out loans, replanted crops 
and sodded new grass in. 
I pushed up levies, filled up holes, 
but still I couldn't win. 

I've rescued cattle from her grasp 
just to watch her get my hay. 
I've mourned the passing of the land 
that the river washed away. 

I worked as hard as I could work, 
spent all that I could spend, 
and I didn't even slow her down. 
She got me in the end. 

I've overcome the devil. 
J esus paid the cost. 
but, when I fought the river, 
well, I'm the one who lost. 

Po>;tcard,., I RCt ur<> Not C's/Study# 1 Ruth I: I 22.doi· 
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There's many goals I've set in life. 
There's many that I've missed. 
With the river, I'm done fightin'. 
I'll just try to coexist. 

We can't win every battle, 
every single trial we face. 
But, we can win the big war. 
It's covered by God's grace. 
pp. 34-35 

Po;:,tcarJ,.;fLPcture .:--\ote.; IStud~-# 1 Huth 1 1-:l~ doc 
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(Gatherin' Strays by Joe Kreger - 2 CD set) Tonkawa, OK: Hamilton 
Productions. Copyright- Joe Kreger, 2004. 

Guys Like Me 

He wouldn't have had to hang there 
on that cross at Calvary. 
He wouldn't have had to bleed and die, 
if it weren't for guys like me. 

It wasn't that we didn't know, 
we should've done it better. 
But we couldn't live within the law, 
not down to the letter. 

And it wasn't that we didn't try, 
but we kept on doin' wrong. 
We floundered in our weakness, 
though we thought that we were strong. 

We really didn't mean to , 
but it was guys like you and me, 
Who missed the mark so badly, 
we helped nail Him to that tree. 

He walked the same paths that we walk, 
faced everything we face. 
He showed us how to do it right, 
then He covered us with grace. 

All the bad things that we did 
and the good things left undone 
were paid for one dark Friday 
by that single righteous One. 

He stepped in and took our place, 
took the death we should've taken. 
And we just stood back and let Him pay, 
all alone and so forsaken. 

But our sentence got suspended, 
He came to set us free. 
And I know that He's the only hope 
that there is for guys like me. 
(Disc 2, Track 13) 

Po1>tcanb/T ,ecturp '.\Jot vs/St 1111\'# 1 lluth 1.1 -:!2.doc 
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Well, we now come to tho end of our journey with regard to the BOOK OF 
RUTH. This is our fourth and final study. What a wonderful time it has been. 
'With all of the things that happened in Ruth 3, we now are preparing ourselves 
for a WEDDING IN RUTH 4. 

Statistics on How Couples Meet 

According to a 2005 study conducted by the National Survey on Marriage in :~ 
America, this is how married couples most often met one another: 

Introduced by a mutual friend: 44.6 percent 

Lived near each other: 33.2 percent 

Attended high school or lower-level school together: 22.1 percent 

Met at a party: 15 percent 

Met at work: 14.9 percent 

Attended college together: 14 percent 

Grew up together: 12.5 percent 

Met at church, temple, synagogue, or other religious organization: 7.6 percent 

Met at a bar: 6.1 percent 

National Fatherhood Initiative, 'With This Ring .. . A National Survey on Marriage 
in America," www.smartmarriages.com/nms.pdf (2005) 

© 2010 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday .com) 

Po,,.tl'arcb/l.Rctun NotE>slStudy'# I Ruth 1:1-22.doe 
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~ Divine Prompting 

I made my pastoral calls in the county hospital and walked back to my car in 
t he parking lot. Just as I reached out to the car door to get inside, I heard, 
"Go see Bob." Bob was a retired fireman, seriously ill with heart problems and 
confined to a bed because of his ailment. He had recently made a decision to 
accept Christ and was making wonderful spiritual progress. I took what I 
heard to be the prompting of the Holy Spirit, but I protested, saying, "I was 
there not long ago. It's not t ime yet to go back again." The prompting 
persisted, so I got into the car , pulled out of the lot, and headed for Bob's place. 
It was just a few minutes away, up a rural road winding through beautiful, 
northern California hills. 

I came to Bob's house, pulled into the driveway, and looked over to the big 
front window of the living room where Bob usually lay in a hospital bed. 

Bob was lying there, but he looked different. I thought to myself, "He looks 
dead." I hurried to the front door and knocked. Evelyn, his wife, came to the 
door breathless and distraught. "Oh, I'm so glad you're here. Bob just died a 
few minutes ago!" 

We sat together in the kitchen, not saying too much to each other as the man 
from the funeral home did his work in the other room, getting ready to remove 
my friend from the home. Quietly, when the time was right, I read from the 
Scripture, and Evelyn and I prayed, seeking God in the loss of her husband. 

I've thought back many t imes to that afternoon, and I am so glad that I 
followed the leading of the Spirit. I got there just as someone needed me most. 

Submitted by Ted DeHass, Bedford, Iowa 

© 2010 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday .com) 

A(-; the scene opened in our last study, we find Naomi speaking in: 

One day Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, should I 
not try to find a home for you, where you will be well provided for? 

Pu.;;tcanl:-;lf..(•cturP .'.'-:<1t<'s/Study#1 Ruth 1:1·:!2.doc 
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Thc.. DIVINE PROMPTING of Naomi by the Spirit of God led to an obedience 
on the part of Ruth: 

Ryth 3:5 

Ruth replied to Naomi, "I will do everything you have told me to do." 

The encounter at the threshing floor now is history. Ruth has returned to give -..!-' 
Naomi the report. In our last verse we read: 

Ruth3:18 

Then Naomi said, "Wait, my daughter, until you find out what happens. 
For the man will not rest until the matter is settled today." 

Po;-;tcanJ;-;'LJ-.cturt> Note, !:hurly# I Huth I.I 2~ doc 
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PARKED 
foR Now 
READ: 
Numbers 9:19-23 

I waited patiently for 
the LORD; and He 
inclined to me, and 
heard my cry. 
-Psalm 40:1 

Parking my car has been a lifelong 
problem (or me. It really wasn~t a 

high priority with my driving instructor, 
so I never learned to back up into a 
par.king space until many years later. 
He also skipped the parallel parking les
son, and I still avoid that unless there's 
enough space for two or three cars. 

I've also struggled _to understand a 
statement I heard when I was a young 
Christian: "God can't steer a parked 
car." I took that as a challenge to shift 
my life into motion, and along the 
way God would guide me in the right 
direction. It's an interesting thought, 

------- but it's not always the way God works. 
Occasionally, God does want us to 
"stay parked" for a while. 

THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: 

• Leviticus 26-27 
• Mark2 At times, when Moses was in the 
wilderness, God kept the Israelites in one place. He led them 
by a cloud, and when it stayed still for many days, ''the chil
dren of Israel did not journey" (Num. 9:19). Waiting isn't 
always easy, but sometimes God wants us to stay right where 
He has put us. The psalmist reminds us, "Wait on the LoRD; be 
of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart" (27:14). . 

You may feel that you're stuck and just spinning your 
wheels in your service for God. But keep your heart open to 
God's leading. Then you'll be ready to shift gears when you 
hear God say, "Let's go this way." -Cindy Hess Kasper 

Praying, resting, waiting, trusting
These are words that tell a story; 
. As we wait for God to lead us, 

He responds, "Just seek My glory." - Hess 

God orders our stops as well as our steps. 
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(In God We Still Trust by Dr. Richard G. Lee) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. 
Copyright - Thomas Nelson, Inc. , 2009. 

When I am called to duty, God, 
Wherever flame may rage, 
Give me the strength to save some life, 
Whatever be its age. 

Help me embrace a little child 
Before it is too late, 
Or save an older person from 
The horror of that fate. 

Enable me to be alert 
And hear the weakest shout, 
And quickly and efficiently 
To put the fire out. 

I want to fill my calling and 
To give the best in me, 
To guard my every neighbor 
And protect his property. 

And if according to my fate, 
I am to lose my life, 
Please bless with Your protecting hand 
My children and my wife. 

Author Unknown 
p . 70 

A FIREMAN'S PRAYER 

BOAZ'S LAST WORDS before Ruth and he sleep through the night are 
naturally uppermost in both of their minds: 

-- "AS SURELY AS THE LORD LIVES, I WILL DO IT. LIE HERE 
UNTIL MORNING." 

Pc)-.tcar<l.-;lf Pcture :-\oti>-./Study#.3 - Ruth 3:1-18.doc 
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(A New Kind of Normal ii Hope-Filled Choices When Life Turns Upside Down by 
,Parol Ken.t) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- Carol Kent, 
2007. 

p . lll 

This book is dedicated to people 
WHO ARE LIVING IN THEIR OWN 

"NEW KIND OF NORMAL." 

THEY HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 

UNEXPECTED CIRCUMSTANCES MEAN 

LIFE WILL NEVER BE THE SAME AS IT ONCE WAS. 

I NSTEAD OF RUNNING A WAY OR WITHDRAWING 

TO A PRISON OF THEIR OWN MAKING, 

THEY CHOOSE TO EMBRACE THE NEW 

OPPORTUNITIES AND UNEXPECTED JOYS 

THAT CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY THOSE WHO SAY: 

I will survive. 
I will persevere. 

I will be vulnerable. 
I will forgive. 
I will trust. 

I will hold those I love with open hands. 
I will be thankful. 

I will choose purposeful action. 

I SALUTE YOU! 

Let's dig in with great anticipation and excitement. to now, with Paul Harvey, 
hear THE REST OF THE STORY. 

l'ustcanb1l .ect11n Not<>s1St11dy# 1 !~11th 1 !-:?:!.doc 
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Barber says: 

The more we ponder Ruth 4 and internalize its message, the greater will 
be our growth toward spiritual maturity. 
p. 105 

Baxter says: 

Chapter iv. crowns the story. Boaz, without delay, contracts with the 
nearer kinsman, in the presence of elders and witnesses, and, according to 
custom, at the city gate. This anonymous kinsman admits his obligation, and 
is willing to buy the land which was Elimelech's, but declines when he learns 
that in so doing he must also take a Moabitess to be his wife, his objection 
being-"lest I mar mine own inheritance." His view would be that Mahlon and 
Chilion had broken the law in marrying alien women, and that the calamities 
which had befallen them and Naomi were due to this, and would come to 
himself if he married one of these widowed women. So he handed over his 
right to Boaz, publicly acknowledging this by the old-time custom of plucking 
off his shoe, and handing it to Boaz-a custom which originated in the fact that 
men took legal possession of landed property by planting their foot, or shoe, on 
the soil. The elders and witnesses in the gate then cried, "We are witnesses." 
p.39 

Block says: 

The final act brings the drama of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz to a 
remarkable conclusion. This act consists of two scenes, the first transpiring in 
the gate of Bethlehem, that is, in the legal setting of a court; the second occurs 
at least nine months later, presumably in the home of Boaz and Ruth. 
p. 703 

Po.-;tcanls/Lf>cture .Notes/Study# I !{uth I 1-:l2.dcw 
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Bush says: 

The fourth act comprises 4:1-22. It divides on the basis of form and 
content into three sections, consisting of two scenes, 4: 1-12 and 4: 13-17, and an 
epilogue consisting of the genealogy of David, 4: 18-22. This structure departs 
radically from the A/short-B/long-A/short pattern of the two previous 
chapters. Instead, the structure parallels that of the first chapter, providing 
balance and closure for the book as a whole in a full resolution of Naomi's 
problem, which was so poignantly portrayed in chap. 1. Death and emptiness 
are transformed into life and fullness. 
p. 191 

Custis James says: 

To be truthful, I have always thought this episode was the least 
interesting of the book-a bunch of men talking real estate and finance. I'm 
drumming my fingers , waiting for Boaz to bring up Ruth and for the wedding 
festivities to begin, eager to move on to the miraculous birth of Obed. Now, 
however, instead of feeling bored, I'm beginning to think there is more 
suspense and intrigue here than in all the other chapters combined. Instead of 
winding down into a dull, predictable ending, the plot grows thicker and the 
story that started out with a surprise beginning concludes with an explosive 
finale. 
p. 178 

Kroll says: 

Not without a Redeemer 

Have there been times when you suddenly recognized that God was working out 
His plan in your life even though you hadn't seen any evidence until that 
moment? Was it easier for you to trust Him the next time you faced difficulty? 
p. 33 

Poo;tcard::,/l.Rcture Note~ Stuch-# I Huth 1.1-22 dor 
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MacArthur says: 

4:1-22 God's divine plan fully blossomed as Boaz redeemed Naomi's land 
and Ruth's hand in marriage. Naomi, once empty (1:21), is full; Ruth, once a 
widow (1:5), is married; but most importantly, the Lord has prepared Christ's 
line of descent in David, through Boaz and Obed, back to Judah (Gen. 49:10) to 
fulfill the proper messianic lineage. 
p.295 

McGee says: 

Ruth has come all the way from the land of Moab into the heart and 
home of Boaz. And we who were at one time strangers, far from God, without 
hope in the world, now have been made nigh by the blood of Christ. We today 
are in the family of God; we are in His heart. And one of these days we are 
going to be in His home. What a glorious, wonderful prospect we have of 
someday being with Him! 

In this chapter we will see the work of Boaz. He has had to stand aside 
with his arms folded, but now he is free to move because Ruth has claimed him 
as her kinsman-redeemer. And I say this reverently to you, my friend: Christ, 
like Boaz, is not free to move in your behalf until you claim Him as your 
Kinsman-Redeemer. Christ died on the cross for you; He went through hell for 
you; and He even today stands at the door of your heart and knocks, saying, 
"Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me" (Rev. 
3:20). But he won't crash the door. You will have to invite Him in. God offers 
the gift of eternal life in Christ Jesus, but you have to reach out your hand and 
take it by faith. By faith you receive Christ. 
p. 114 

Phillips says: 

"Don't waste your time waiting and longing for large opportunities 
which may never come. But faithfully handle the little things that are 

always claiming your attention." 
F. B Meyer 

p.344 

Po>;tcanl>-11.A.><'lurP :\otes/Stuih'# 1 Ruth I 1-2'.! Joe 
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Phillips says: 

IN A NUTSHELL 

God is at work behind the scenes, and "behind the seen," to work all 
things together ''for the good of those who love him" (Rom. 8:28). The story of 
Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz concludes, happily (for )ever after. 
p. 344 

Phillips says: 

MAIN IDEA: In the end God overcomes all obstacles to bring Naomi from 
emptiness to fullness, to bring Boaz from being a bachelor to being a happily 
married man, and to bring Ruth from being an alien widow to being the great
grandmother of Israel's greatest king! God's redemptive purposes will not be 
thwarted. 
p.346 

Wiersbe says: 

Five times in the first two verses we read about people sitting down. 
It was to be a deliberate and final transaction; Boaz was to pay the price to 
redeem Ruth. When our Savior finished the work of redemption, He sat down 
(Mark 16:19; Heb. 1:3; see also John 19:30). 

Boaz planned the marriage privately but paid the price publicly. The 
other kinsman was able to redeem but not willing. He was afraid of harming 
his own inheritance. Jesus has made us a part of His inheritance (Eph. 1:11-
14). What a contrast between chapters 1-2 and chapter 4: from tears to joy, 
from hard labor to rest, from emptiness to fullness, from fear to peace and 
assurance. And the thing that made the difference was obeying the Word of 
God. When Ruth put herself at the feet of her redeemer and entrusted herself 
to him, he took over and changed everything. 

In chapter 1, Ruth had nothing but her faith. In chapter 2, she lived on 
leftovers, and in chapter 3, she received generous gifts. But once she belonged 
to Boaz, everything he owned belonged to her. 
p. 158 
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Wiersbe titles the chapter and then says: 

LOVE FINDS A WAY 
Ruth 4 

(In which Boaz and Ruth get married, and Naomi finds her empty heart full of 
joy and her empty hands full of a baby boy) 
p. 197 

Wiersbe says: 

The Book of Ruth opens with three funerals but closes with a wedding. 
There is a good deal of weeping recorded in the first chapter, but the last 
chapter records an overflowing of joy in the little town of Bethlehem. "Weeping 
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning" (Ps. 30:5, KJV). Not all 
oflife's stories have this kind of happy ending; but this little book reminds us 
that, for the Christian, God still writes the last chapter. We don't have to be 
afraid of the future. 

This chapter focuses on three persons: a bridegroom, a bride, and a baby. 
p. 197 

Younger says: 

DIVINE AND HUMAN ACTIONS. Enlivened by the amazing amount of grain 
that Ruth was able to glean in a day at the field of Boaz, Naomi is restored to 
life. This is the beginning of resolution of Naomi's emptiness (it had been 
hinted at in 1:22b, namely, that they were arriving as the barley harvest was 
beginning). It is marvelous the way in which Yahweh restores his people. 
Naomi's outlook changes radically from self-absorption to concern for her 
daughter-in-law's well-being. Naomi's response here is extraordinary because 
she is under no obligation to do anything of this sort for Ruth. God is truly 
gracious in his restoration of his people. 
p.466 

Let's open our text now and let the Lord speak to us t hrough t hese .!J9 
TWENTY-TWO REMAINING VERSES in the Book of Ruth. 
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1 
\ y . !,Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat there. When the 

kinsman-redeemer he had mentioned came along. Boaz said. "Come oyer 
here. my friend. and sit down." So he went over and sat down. 

The NET Bible translates verse 1: 

Now Boaz went up to the village gate and sat there. Then along came 
the guardian whom Boaz had mentioned to Ruth! Boaz said, "Come here 
and sit down, 'J ohn Doe'!" So he came and sat down. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 1: 

Boaz went straight to the public square and took his place there. Before 
long the "closer r elative," the one mentioned earlier by Boaz, strolled by. 
"Step aside, old friend," said Boaz. "Take a seat." The man sat down. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these first thirteen verses and then 
says: 

Receiving Redemption's Loving Rewards (4:1-13) 

With the action having turned in his direction, Boaz now took the 
initiative. Would the nearer kinsman take what had been offered to Boaz? 

A refusal of redemption ( 4: 1-8) 

4:1. Boaz went up to the town gate of Bethlehem. The town gate was 
where personal business and civic affairs of the people were t ransacted. The 
threshing floor was below the level of the city itself, and for t hat reason Boaz 
went "up" to the gate. The area was quite hilly. The kinsman-redeemer 
closer to Elimelech (3:12) came by the gate and Boaz asked him to sit down. 
The fact that the man's name was not given may have been poetic justice since 
he refused to become t he redeemer. The words my friend became a catch 
phrase in Israel. Rabbinic writings used the designation for an unknown "John 
Doe." 

Po;;tcar<l:;/ f,i•cturP 1\'otPf>iStrnly# 1 Ruth I· l-:!:!.do1· 
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Atkinson says: 

The focus of attention now moves to the city gate, in many ways the very 
centre of city life. Here the townsfolk gather for conversation, and for the 
administration of justice. At the gate the poor wait for aid. Here business is 
transacted. It was 'at the gate' that Abraham negotiated to buy the cave of 
Machpelah from Ephron. 'At the gate' Hamor and Shechem traded with the 
sons of Jacob. It is at the gate that the elders of society meet, the princes and 
the nobles, the young and the old. And today Boaz goes to the gate to take his 
seat with the others. He is on the look-out for the 'next of kin' of whom he 
spoke to Ruth. From what transpires, it is clear that he has a subtle plan of 
action ready in his mind. 
pp. 110-11 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

Naomi was correct in her assessment of Boaz's determination to settle 
the matter as quickly as possible. He went to the city gate, a kind of outdoor 
court where judicial matters were resolved by the elders and those who had 
earned the confidence and respect of the people (Dt 22:15; 2Sa 15:2; Pr 22:22; 
Jer 38:7; Am 5:10). The location also served as a place for transacting 
business. Boaz waited for the nearer kinsman, who had prior rights and duties 
toward Naomi and Ruth, to pass that way. In a town the size of Bethlehem, 
the best place to encounter friends was to station oneself at the city gate. 
Sooner or later everyone passed that way. Boaz did not have long to wait. He 
saw the man he was seeking and hailed him. His attention gained by Boaz's 
greeting, the man stopped and sat down at the gate with Boaz. 
p. 375 

Block says: 

Boaz's first action in this scene is to go up to the gate. The verb ... "to 
go up," reflects the relatively higher position of the town vis-a-vis the 
surrounding countryside and answers to Ruth's movement from town "down" 
(yarad) to the threshing floor in 3:3, 6. But since to "go up to the gate" is also 
idiomatic for "to go to court," ... 
p.704 
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Block says further: 

... Boaz's surprise at his appearance and turning the reader's attention to a 
new character in the drama. With a superficial reading of the book the timing 
of the kinsman-redeemer's arrival may seem coincidental, but a deeper reading 
will recognize again the hidden hand of God. In 3:13, when Boaz had 
suggested to Ruth that he would take action in the morning, he had invoked 
the name of Yahweh in an oath as a sign of his determination to resolve the 
issue quickly. Now Yahweh ensures the quick resolution of the matter by 
sending him by the gate just as Boaz was sitting down. Presumably the go'el 
was on his way out of town to work in his fields. 
p. 705 

Block says: 

The rendering "Mr. So-and-so," found in the NJPS, certainly captures the sense 
better than the NIV's "my friend," but our "Hey you" also works in the present 
context. 
p.706 
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Custis James says: 

WHAT IN THE WORLD IS GOD DOING? 

Providence is the theological label the church has historically attached to 
the subject of how God governs this world. It is also a major theme developed 
in the book of Ruth. We are reading about a slice of ordinary life-real people 
in real relationships, facing real troubles, making difficult choices and costly 
sacrifices. Providence tells us there's a lot more going on than what we can 
see, for God is at work behind the scenes to keep things moving in the direction 
of his ultimate goal for us as individuals and also for this world. 

Professional theologians describe providence as the way God sustains, 
cares for, and governs the world so that I moves toward the destiny he defined 
at creation. The late professor Stan Grenz explains. "According to the Bible, 
God does not set the wheels of the universe in motion and then abandon it to 
run on its own. Instead, he enters into relationship with what he makes ... 
providence focuses on God's activity in guiding the historical process with the 
process of bringing to pass his intention for the world he creates." 

At creation, God cast his grand vision for planet Earth. It was an 
ambitious vision that included both a people and a kingdom. The people he 
envisioned would be like him-male and female in his image and likeness
reflecting his character and ways. His image bearers would speak and act and 
govern for him on earth. This grand partnership with the men and women he 
created is foundational to how he means to bring about the kingdom aspect of 
his vision. 
p. 128 

Davis says: 

In order to clear up the legal complications that hindered the marriage, 
Boaz organized a hearing at the gate of the city (v. 1). The area inside the 
gates was commonly used as a place of legal traction in Hebrew cities ... 
p. 167 

Postcard.-.ILecturl' ~ote,..,'Sturh-# 1 Ruth 1:1 :.?2.doe 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

19 

De Haan says: 

THIS man, Boaz, who plays the chief role in the beautiful story of Ruth was an 
unusual and a remarkable man. Several things are to be noted in this first 
verse which mentions Boaz. First, he was a near relative of Naomi's dead 
husband. Second, he was a mighty man, probably referring to his great 
influence and high standing in the community. Third, he was a very wealthy 
man who was owner of the harvest fields in which Ruth found a place to glean. 
Furthermore, he was a most gracious personality, for he spared no effort to 
make a poor, widowed, Gentile maid feel at home in a strange land. Moreover, 
he was a liberal soul, for he loaded Ruth down with fruits for which she had 
not labored. In Ruth 3: 15 we read: 

p.98 

Bring the veil that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. And when 
she held it, he measured six measures of barley, and laid it on her: and 
she went into the city. 

Duguid says: 

As the chapter opens, we see that Boaz wasted no time in seeking a 
resolution on Ruth's behalf: "Now Boaz had gone up to the gate and sat down 
there. And behold, the redeemer, of whom Boaz had spoken, came by. So Boaz 
said, 'Turn aside, friend; sit down here.' And he turned aside and sat down. 
And he took ten men of the elders of the city and said, 'Sit down here.' So they 
sat down" (Ruth 4:1-2). The town gate was the place where meetings were held 
and legal business was transacted. There Boaz soon encountered the 
mysterious stranger, the "man with no name." In fact, the story goes to some 
lengths not to give his name; when Boaz summons him over he literally says, 
"Come over here, peloni' almoni," a rhyming but meaningless phrase that is 
roughly equivalent to our "Mr. So-and-So" (4:1). 
p. 181 
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George says: 

J3oaz: A Virtuous Man 

• Diligent- Boaz is described as "a man of great wealth" (Ruth 2: 1), and 
we see him carefully and thoughtfully overseeing his property. 

• Friendly-Boaz greeted his workers with warmth, and even welcomed 
the stranger named Ruth (2:4, 8). 

• Merciful-Noticing Ruth at work, Boaz asked about her situation and 
acted on her behalf (2:7). 

• Godly-Boaz asked Jehovah to bless Ruth in return for her care for 
Naomi (2:12). 

• Encouraging-Boaz pointed out Ruth's strong qualities and spoke of 
them to cheer her on (2:12; 3:11). 

• Generous-Although Ruth needed food and was willing to work for it, 
Boaz gave her extra (2:15). 

• Kind-When Ruth reported the considerate ways of Boaz, Naomi 
thanked God for His kindness shown to both of them through Boaz (2:20). 

• Discreet-Boaz exhibited wise discretion by sending Ruth home before 
daylight (3:14). 

• Faithful-Following through on his promise to Ruth, Boaz "went to 
court" to clear the way to marry her (4:1). 
p. 134 

Grant says: 

Presently, behold, the redeemer of whom he had spoken passes by. Notice, the 
man is quite indifferent: he has none of the loving interest that we find in the 
heart of Boaz: he would pass by, as the priest and Levite did the man on the 
road to Jericho. And such is the heartlessness of the legal method. Law has no 
personal interest, and cannot have. It speaks in the third person: if one comes 
under the rule, be it so; this is its impartiality, its indifference. But thus it 
cannot represent the heart of God. 
p.280 
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Henry says: 

1. Boaz calls a court immediately. It is probable he was himself one of 
the elders (or aldermen) of the city. But why was Boaz so hasty, why so fond of 
the match? Ruth was not rich, but a poor stranger. But that which made Boaz 
in love with her, and solicitous to expedite the affair, was that all her 
neighbours agreed she was a virtuous woman. He will therefore bring it to a 
conclusion immediately. It was not court-day, but he got ten men of the elders 
of the city to meet him in the town hall over the gate, where public business 
used to be transacted ... 
p.280 

Hubbard says: 

The early morning was a busy time at the city gate. One can imagine 
the area abuzz with chattering citizens headed out the gate for work. Once 
again, the timing was providential (cf. 2:3-4), for Boaz sat down just as the very 
kinsman-redeemer . .. passed by. As in 2:3-4 (cf. Gen. 24:15), one senses a 
providential choice guiding this chance encounter. The man was, after all, the 
very kinsman-redeemer he [Boaz] had spoken about (3:12-13). The meeting was 
a good omen for expediting the transaction; they could begin business without 
delay. Spotting the man, Boaz hailed (lit. "said to") him with a twofold 
command: Come over here and sit down. The imperative sura (lit. "turn aside") 
asked the man to swerve from his intended course to the side of the crowd 
where Boaz sat (Exod. 3:3-4; Judg. 14:8; etc.). (On the command sit here, see 
below on v. 2.) There was authority and determination in Boaz's voice. 
Apparently, the request was not unusual, for without hesitation the man did 
(lit. "came over and sat down"). 
p.233 

Patrick & Lowth say: 

He turned aside,] Supposing Boaz had some business with him, he did 
not go on his way, but turned aside to speak with him. This was about noon 
(as Josephus saith), when greater multitudes were wont to be assembled in 
such public places, than at other times of the day. 
p. 105 
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Phillips says: 

It is ironic that not only is the closer go'el the only person unnamed in 
this book, but he is given a caricature name, "Mr. X" (or "Mr. So-and-So," or 
"John Doe"--contrary to the NIV translation, my friend). The purpose for his 
anonymity and its caricature is not stated; while it may be to diminish our 
respect for him (as Block suggests, 707), it may simply be to focus attention on 
Boaz by contrast. 
p.347 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

Official and legal business typically occurred at the gate of a city, so it was 
natural for Boaz to speak with the other close relative there in the presence 
of the elders of the community. During the time of the kings, a ruler might 
come to the city gate to proclaim a public judgment. Friend in the Hebrew is 
something of a joke, meaning "a certain so and so.' 
p. 341 

Younger says: 

Both Boaz and Ruth take the initiative after the threshing-floor incident 
to accomplish the marriage; it is now their common cause. But because of the 
legal context, it will be Boaz who assumes the major role in bringing about its 
fulfillment. 

Boaz's gift and words are significant. The keyword is the word "empty.'' 
It signals the next stage in the removal of Naomi's emptiness. If Ruth's first 
day of gleaning is the beginning of the resolution of Naomi's emptiness, the gift 
and word from Boaz are one more step toward its complete resolution-and one 
more way that God demonstrates his "f:iesed to the widows. 
p.468 
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Younger says: 

The NIV's translation of 4:1a ("When the kinsman-redeemer he had 
mentioned came along") completely obscures the impact of the Hebrew 
grammatical construction, which is better translated here as "and just then" 
... It is meant to convey surprise. 
p.473 

(Axiom: Powerful Leadership Proverbs by Bill Hybels) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. Copyright- Bill Hybels, 2008. 

Promptness is about.character, and leaders are not beyond the rules that govern - .., 
things like courtesy and character. 
p.200 
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1 v. ;~oaz tQok ten Qf the eldgr§ of the t2:n:n and said. "Sit hgre," and thgx did sQ, 

The NET Bible translates verse 2: 

Boaz chose ten of the village leaders and said, "Sit down here!" So they 
sat down. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 2: 

Boaz then gathered ten of the town elders together and said, "Sit down 
here with us; we've got some business to take care of." And they sat 
down. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

4:2. Boaz called together 10 of Bethlehem's elders, and they also sat 
down. They would serve as witnesses of t he le al tr ansaction vv. 4, 9-11). 
Why he c ose is not stated. (Centuries later 10 became the number 
necessary for a Jewish marriage benediction or a quorum for a synagogue 
meeting.) This was now a man's world where a public decision was to be made 
on an important matter that profoundly affected the women who had brought 
it to this point. 

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

2. he took ten men of the elders of the city-as witnesses. In ordinary 
circumstances, two or three were sufficient to attest a bargain; but in cases of 
importance, such as matrimony, divorce, conveyancing of property, it was the 
Jewish practice to have ten ... 
p . 204 
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The NET Bible translates verse 3: 

Then Boaz said to the guardian, "Naomi, who has returned from the 
region of Moab, is selling the portion of land that belongs to our relative 
Elimelech. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 3: 

Boaz then said to his relative, "The piece of property that belonged to 
our relative Elimelech is being sold by his widow Naomi, who has just 
returned from the country of Moab. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Boaz had a carefully planned strategy. He unfolded the elements in the case 
step by step. First, he explained that Naomi (and Ruth; cf. v. 5) had a field for 
sale that belonged to Naomi's late husband. No information is given as to 
how she came to possess it. Her poverty apparently required that she sell it. 
But if possible the land should remain in the family (cf. Jer. 32:6-12). 

Harris, Brown & Moore say: 

Boaz convenes this meeting to resolve three separate, related problems: 
the reincorporation of Elimelech's land into Bethlehem's social economy, the 
preservation of Elimelech's name, and the redemption of Naomi from poverty. 
Gathering his thoughts under the keyword "sell" (makerah) , Boaz melds all 
three of these concerns into one package. Like a good salesperson, he speaks to 
the needs of his customer. 
p.362 
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(American Soldier by General Tommy Franks with Malcolm McConnell) New 
York, NY: Regan Books. Copyright - Tommy Franks, 2004. 

In war, it is necessary that commanders be able to delay their emotions until 
they can afford them. 
p.99 
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I v.i h2i11:hi I sh2uld brine: the matter t2 w ur attention an!! §ue:iw§t that YQU 

buy it in the presence of these seated here and in the presence of the 
elders of my people. If you will redeem it. do so. But if you will not. ten 
me. so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you. and I am 
next in line." "I will redeem it." he said. 

The NET Bible translates verse 4: 

So I am legally informing you: Acquire it before those sitting here and 
before the leaders of my people! If you want to exercise your right to 
redeem it, then do so. But if not, then tell me so I will know. For you 
possess the first option to redeem it; I am next in line after you." He 
replied, "I will redeem it." 

Peterson paraphrases verse 4: 

I thought you ought to know about it. Buy it back if you want it- you 
can make it official in the presence of those sitting here and before the 
town elders. You have first redeemer rights. If you don't want it, tell 
me so I'll know where I stand. You're first in line to do this and I'm next 
after you." He said, "I'll buy it." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The nearer kinsman had the first right to the property and Boaz was next 
after him. If Ruth's closer relative would not redeem (purchase) it, Boaz was 
prepared to do so. The man then agreed to redeem the piece of land. 
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STRONG ENOUGH To BE GENTLE 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
MATTHEW 5:5 

George Washington Carver, the scientist who developed hundreds of 
useful products from the peanut, said, "When I was young, I said to God, 'God, 
tell me the mystery of the universe.' But God answered, 'That knowledge is 
reserved for Me alone.' So I said, 'God, tell me the mystery of the peanut.' 
Then God said, 'Well, George, that's more nearly your size.' And He told me." 

Meekness is having a patient and humble outlook on life. Meekness is 
being mild of temper, not easily provoked or irritated; patient under injuries, 
not vain, haughty, or resentful; forbearing; submissive. 

This character trait seems like a tall order and hardly applicable to daily 
life. Meekness is truly hard work; it's being strong enough to be gentle in 
whatever situation you are placed. When you understand the importance and 
power of meekness. God can use you to glorify Him as well as be useful to 

ers. 
James 3:13 says, "Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him 

show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.'' It 
doesn't matter so much what your position in life is-it matters how you 
respond to your position. And when you have the attitude of meekness, you are 
sure to succeed in the eyes of the Lord. 
p. 146 
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RUNNING IN 
THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION 

·READ: 
John 6:53-69 

Simon Peter answered 
Him, "Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal 
life." -John 6:68 

One of t~e most difficult experi
ences 1n my years as a pastor 

was telling a member of our church 
that her husband, her son, and her 
father-in-law had all drowned in a 
b<:>ating accident. I knew the news 
would shatter her life. 

In the days following their tragic 
loss, I was amazed as she and her 
family responded with unusual faith. 
Sure, there was deep brokenness, 
haunting doubt, and confusion. But 
when nothing else made sense, they 
still had Jesus. Rather than deserting 
Him in the midst of their desperately 
difficult days, they ran to Him as the 
only source of hope and confidence. 

This reminds me of the reaction of 
THE BIBLE IN ONE \'EAR: 

• Numbers 1-3 
• Mark 3 the disciples to Jesus. After some of 
them "went back and walked with Him no more" because 
He was hard to understand (John 6:66), Jesus turned to His 
inner circle, and asked, "Do you also want to go away?" 
(v.67). Peter got it right when he responded, "Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life" (v.68). 

Whatever you face today, be encourag~d by the words of 
Peter and by the example of a family who went through the 
fire with their faith intact. As long as you 're running in the 
right direction-to Jesus-you'll find the grace and strength 
you will need. - Joe Stowell · 

Jesus is the One to run to 
When our lives bring grief and pain; 

He provides His strength and guidance 
With a peace we can't explain. -Sper 

When all is lost, remember that you haven't lost Jesus. 
Run to Him. 

• 
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r . Then Boaz said. "On the day you buy the land from Naomi and from Ruth 
.... j ~he Moabitess. you acquire the dead man's widow. in order to maintain 

the name of the dead with his property." 

The NET Bible translates verse 5: 

Then Boaz said, "When you acquire the field from Naomi, you must also 
acquire Ruth t he Moabite, the wife of our deceased relative, in order to 
preserve his family name by raising up a descendant who will inherit his 
property." 

Peterson paraphrases verse 5: 

Then Boaz added, "You realize, don't you , that when you buy the field 
from Naomi, you also get Ruth the Moabite, the widow of our dead 
rela tive, along with the redeemer responsibility to have children with 
her to carry on the family inheritance." 

Don't you admire Boaz so much? Unshaken and un8wervingin his devotion to ~' 

Ruth, he pushes ahead by reminding the other redeemer of some of the fine J 
print in the contract if he does desire to make this purchase. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

But then Boaz explained that when t he nearer kinsman redeemed the land, 
he must also acquire Ruth the Moabitess. Apparently at the death of 
Elimelech the property had passed to Mahlon so Mahlon's widow Ruth was 
included in the redemption responsibility. A son, to whom the property would 
belong, should be raised up to perpetuate the family name. 
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Duguid says: 

"Oh, by the way," Boaz was saying. "One more thing: \Yhen you acquire the 
field, along with it comes Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the dead man 
whose field it.was. You must marry her in order to raise up a child for the 
dead man, a child who will inherit the field when he grows up." 
p . 182 
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v. ~t thls. the kinswan·rn1k~W~[ §aid. "Th~n I cann2t rnd~~w i! l!~cal!!lll ! 
- mi~ht endan~er my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it." 

The NET Bible translates verse 6: 

The guardian said, "Then I am unable to redeem it, for I would ruin my 
own inheritance in that case. You may exercise my redemption option, 
for I am unable to redeem it." 

Peterson paraphrases verse 6: 

Then the relative said, "Oh, I can't do that-I'd jeopardize my own 
family's inheritance. You go ahead and buy it-you can have my 
rights-I can't do it." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

When the nearer kinsman heard this stipulation about marriage, he refused 
his right of purchase. He feared that his own estate might be endangered. 
So he gave the right of redemption to Boaz. Why did he change his mind? 
(Cf. "I will redeem it," v. 4b, with "I cannot redeem it," v. 6.) Perhaps he was 
too poor to sustain the land and a wife. Or, as some have suggested, perhaps 
he feared to marry a Moabitess lest the fate of Mahlon, Ruth's first husband 
(v. 10), befall him. Perhaps the best view is that when he learned from Boaz 
that Ruth owned the property along with Naomi (v. 5), he knew that if Ruth 
bore him a son , that son would eventually inherit not only the redeemed 
property but probably part of his own estate t oo. In that sense the nearer 
redeemer would "enda nger" his estate. However , if only Naomi were the 
widow (not Naomi and Ruth) , then no son from the levirate marriage would 
inherit part 
of the redeemer's estate because Naomi was past childbearing. 

SetF ISJ, nre~~ II~~ JC~t oF ~ be~1~1~ -
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Atkinson says: 

Motivated by his own love for Ruth and his willingness-and ability- to 
give his money for Ruth's sake and that of the name of Elimelech, Boaz has 
cleverly placed the nearer kinsman in a situation in which he can do nothing 
other than offer right of redemption to him, Boaz, the next in line (4:6). There 
was nothing illegal here, nor underhand. It simply underlines in a marked 
way the voluntary nature of the responsibilities of the goel in this narrative, 
and the way his act called for the highest degree of commitment, love and 
personal sacrifice. The significance of Boaz' 'wealth', to which we referred in 
Ruth 2:1, now becomes plain. The kinsman-redeemer has to be related to those 
in need, has to be able to help. He has also to be willing to sacrifice in order to 
do so. He is under no obligation. His act is an act of love. 
p . 115 

Barber says: 

William Taylor summed up his attitude: "One thing ... is very clear, 
namely that his whole thought was about his own inheritance, and thus 
selfishness was at the root of his decision." 
p. 110 

Bush says: 

. .. "lest I bring ruin upon my own inheritance." The verb ... in a context such 
as this means either "to destroy" (e.g. , Gen. 6:13; 18:28, 31) or "to ruin, despoil, 
(seriously) damage" (e.g. , Judg 6:4; 1 Sam 6:5). No matter which of the two 
meanings is intended here, the nearer redeemer clearly envisages being 
brought to such a condition of impoverishment that his own family inheritance 
would be endangered. 
p. 229 
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Duguid says: 

Mr. So-and-So backed away from the deal faster than a man faced with a coiled 
rattlesnake. What a moment before had seemed to be a "can't miss" real estate 
deal-taking care of an old lady in return from the long-term payoff of a field
had suddenly become an investment nightmare. If there were to be a child 
from the relationship with Ruth, the redeemer would lose the field and there 
would be no benefit to his own children and estate to compensate for the costs 
involved in taking care of Naomi and Ruth. In other words, Mr. So-and-So was 
interested in ministry to the poor only if there was a payoff for himself and his 
family. Costly ministry without any personal payoff? Forget it! 
p. 182 

Gaebelein says: 

And now the other redeemer, who cannot redeem, appears. Boaz sits in 
the gate and hails the one whom he knew as he passeth by. He calls him not 
by name but said, 'Ho, such a one! turn aside, and sit down here." If Boaz had 
not called him he would surely have passed by. Then ten men also sit down. 
The case is stated and the other redeemer is willing to redeem the land. But 
when he hears that he almost must take Ruth the Moabitess, he declares his 
powerlessness to do it. "I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own 
inheritance. Redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem it." Whom 
does this unnamed redeemer represent, who can redeem the land, but can do 
nothing for the poor stranger, the Moabitess? This powerless redeemer is the 
law. Ten witnesses are there confirming his inability to do it. 
p. 124 
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Hubbard says: 

Now came the moment of truth. For a pregnant instant, the issue hung in the 
balance: would the kinsman accept the new condition and claim both Ruth and 
the land? Or would he waive his rights, thereby clearing the way for Boaz to 
exercise them (cf. v. 4)? The man's reply broke the tense silence: In that case, 
I cannot perform the duty myself He withdrew his offer to serve as redeemer 
(v. 3). By his word choice he stressed not his unwillingness but his inability to 
act. He then explained his caution (perhaps even fear): to execute the duties 
would ruin my own inheritance. As in v. 5, inheritance was his share in the 
ancestral land to be passed on to his heirs. The verb ( ... in the Hiphil, "to 
ruin, spoil, destroy") is a strong word; it describes warfare (2 Chr. 34:11), pests 
devouring crops (Mal. 3: 11), and a jealous husband's revenge (Prov. 6:32). 
Despite its ambiguity, the remark probably meant, "I simply cannot afford it." 
That is, any addition to the man's family would ruin his children's inheritance. 
p.245 

MacArthur says: 

He was unwilling to have the family portfolio split between his existing 
children and the potential offspring of a union with Ruth. You redeem. The 
closer relative relinquished his legal right to the land and Ruth. This cleared 
the way for Boaz to redeem both. 
p. 296 

Patrick & Lowth say: 

I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance:] He had a wife 
and children already, which made him afraid to marry a poor woman with a 
small parcel ofland, which would not provide for the children he might have by 
her, without diminishing his own inheritance of which he was possessed. 
p. 106 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

When the close relative discovered that he was expected to marry Ruth, he 
declined his right of redemption because his own inheritance might be 
ruined. He apparently did not want the double responsibility of buying the 
field and supporting Naomi and Ruth. In addition, he did not want the field to 
be inherited by Ruth's future son instead of members of his own family. 
p.341 

Unger says: 

For some reason the nearer kinsman was not named, but simply called 
such a one (so-and-so ... ), perhaps suggesting the anonymity, from a 
spiritual point of view, into which those persons fall who are not in a position 
to avail themselves of the choice of faith. In this case the offer involved the 
glory of being the ancestor of David and eventually of Christ, who was to be 
born in the far-off centuries. 
p.357 

It i~ interesting to note about this NEARER "KINSMAN-REDEEMER" that he 
i8 retty much into himself. You have HREE "I's" and a "MY'' in verse 6 
describing his present circumstances. 
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[Little Boy Just Wants to Go Home 

My friend Linda, who teaches first grade, told me about an interaction she had 
with one of her students on the first day of school. Accustomed to going home 
at noon in kindergarten, Ryan was getting his things ready to leave for home 
when he was actually supposed to be heading to lunch with the rest of the 
class. Linda asked him what he was doing. "I'm going home," he replied. 
Linda tried to explain that, now that he is in the first grade, he would have a 
longer school day. "You'll go eat lunch now," she said, "and then you'll come 
back to the room and do some more work before you go home." Ryan looked up 
at her in disbelief, hoping she was kidding. Convinced of her seriousness, Ryan 
then put his hands on his hips and demanded, "Who on earth signed me up for 
this program?" 

As believers, it's easy to feel a little like Ryan when we consider the Christian 
life. The requirements are daunting-"Surely the Lord doesn't expect me to 
forgive seventy times seven;" "Surely he doesn't want me to turn the other 
cheek when someone hurts me;" "What does he mean, 'take up my cross'?" It 
isn't long before you want to say, "Who on earth signed me up for this 
program?" 

Wanda Vassallo, Dallas, Texas 

© 2010 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday .com) 

(Fenelon: Selected Writings -The Classics of Western Spirituality Edited and 
translated by Chad Helms) Mahwah , NJ: Paulist Press. Copyright
Chad Helms, 2006. 

Moreover, if we are negligent in these little things, we constantly scandalize 
our family, our servants, and even the greater public. People cannot imagine 
that our piety is in good faith when our conduct appears slack and irregular. 
Why should anyone believe that we would, without hesitating, make the 
greatest of sacrifices when we give in as soon as it is a question of the smallest 
sacrifices? 
p. 191 
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(When the Ga me Is Over. It All Goes Back In The Box by J ohn Ortberg) Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright- John Ortberg, 2007. 

Pastor Bill Hybels wrote recently about a meeting at which a speaker 
stood in front of a large group of people with a roll of stickers in his hand. 
Behind him on the platform were tables filled with props that represented the 
stuff of our lives-a Matchbox car, a dollhouse, a tiny desk that stood for our 
jobs. 

The speaker roamed the stage and placed a red sticker on each item. He 
explained to the crowd that they may not be able to see it from where they 
were sitting, but each sticker contained the same word: TEMPORARY. He 
said, "Everything that I'm putting a sticker on is temporary. It will not last. It 
will fade away. We invest our emotions in them because when we acquire it, it 
gives us a little thrill. And we think the thrill will last. But it does not. It 
fades. And eventually, so will what we acquire. 

"If you are living for what you see up here, then you are living for what 
is temporary. Temporary satisfaction, temporary fulfillment , temporary 
meaning. It will come to an end-but you never will. It will leave you with a 
terrible emptiness." 

Bill watched as the speaker plastered red stickers on everything sitting 
on the stage. He walked before the now silent room, pronouncing with his 
hands the ultimate fate of the greatest goods this world has to offer. It's the 
word that never appears in ads on TV or the temptations that play out in our 
soul. It's the word that might have saved the rich fool in Jesus' story, if only he 
had plastered it on his barns and crops. Temporary. Temporary. Temporary. 
Temporary. Temporary. Temporary. Temporary. Temporary. 

"There is only one thing in this room that is not temporary," he went on. 
"There is only one item that you will be allowed to take with you from this life 
into the next." 

He had a little girl join him on stage, and he put a blue sticker on the 
collar of her drnss. "When you get to the end of your life and take in your last 
breath, what do you want your life to have been about? What will make it rich 
in the eyes of God?" 

People. 

30: Hybels: Bill Hybels, Just Walk Across the Room. Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 206, 186-87. 
pp.30-31 
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l :JNow in earlier tim~§ in l§rnd. fQ[ th& !1ld~mpti2n am! trnn§f~[ Qfprnpetly 
-- -- to become final. one party took off his sandal and gaye it to the other. 

This was the method of legalizing transactions in Israel.) 

The NET Bible translates verse 7: 

(Now this used to be the customary way to finalize a transaction 
involving redemption in Israel: A man would remove his sandal and give 
it to the other party. This was a legally binding act in Israel.) 

Peterson paraphrases verse 7: 

In the olden times in Israel, this is how they handled official business 
regarding matters of property and inheritance: a man would take off his 
shoe and give it to the other person. This was the same as an official 
seal or personal signature in Israel. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

A legal transaction was finalized not by signing a paper but by a dramatic 
symbolic act that others would witness and remember. The passing of the 
sandal symbolized Boaz's right to walk on the land as his property ... After 
giving his sandal to Boaz, the unknown kinsman moved from the scene and 
into anonymity. But the name of Boaz has been remembered in all succeeding 
generations ... 
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\ ~o the kinsman-redeemer said to Boaz. "Buy it ~urself." And he removed 
~ his sandal. 

The NET Bible translates verse 8: 

So the guardian said to Boaz, "You may acquire it," and he removed his 
sandal. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 8: 

So when Boaz's "redeemer" relative said, "Go ahead and buy it," he 
signed the deal by pulling off his shoe. 

f'{'/4kl'S A- i)e ~s10vi ./- f2?~ses. 4'r=' ~ PC<.9~ 
~p,i;,i;E' ,.,.evefa..f.1 .;.,, JeN unrla.wi~ ( 

De Haan says: 0 

WHAT THEN Is OUR HOPE? 

But now comes a glorious revelation. What the law COULD NOT DO, 
the Lord Jesus Christ DID DO. He came to deliver us from the curse of the 
law. Yes, Jesus came to deliver us from the law itself. The law was a slave 
driver, an executioner, seeking to kill us because of our sins. Then Jesus comes 
and does two things: first , he lives a perfect, holy, sinless life for thirty-three 
and one-half years in full and complete obedience to the law of God in every 
detail. He thereby provided a righteousness, a positive righteousness of the 
law. Then He did the second thing; He paid the death penalty of the law when 
he died on Calvary and proved that he had paid it all by rising from the grave 
after three days. The penalty of the law was paid at Calvary, and thereby He 
has provided a perfect righteousness by His sinless life which is imputed to 
those who believe on Him. 
p. 121 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

4:7, 8 The removal of a sandal was part of a legal transaction in 
ancient Israel (Deut. 25:8-10). It would parallel the modern custom of 
concluding a transaction by signing a document or handing over a set of keys. 
By handing over his shoe, the close relative was symbolically handing over 
his right to walk on the land that was being sold. 
p.341 
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v. z nn unc d t r e "T u are 
;witnesses that I have boue;ht from Naomi all the property of Elimele~ 
.Kilion and Mahlon. 

The NET Bible translates verse 9: 

Then Boaz said to the leaders and all the people, "You are witnesses 
today that I have acquired from Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech, 
Kilion, and Mahlon. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 9: 

Boaz then addressed the elders and all the people in the town square 
that day: "You are witnesses today that I have bought from Naomi 
everything that belonged to Elimelech and Kilion and Mahlon, 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 9-12 and then says: 

An accomplished redemption (4:9-12) 

Boaz moved quickly to complete the transaction. He claimed and 
received the right of redemption, both for Elimelech's land and for Ruth, who 
was the only widow left capable of giving birth to a son who would perpetuate 
the family name. 

Postc;ir<ls!LPcture );ote,.,/Stucly# l - Ruth 1:1-2~.<loc 
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De Haan says: 

This being settled, there is none other left but Boaz, and he is fit and 
willing and able . What a humiliating lesson! So hopeless is our condit ion 
through sin that not hing less than Omnipotence can save us. So great is our 
own debt that nothing but the precious price of the blood of God's Son, the Lord 
J esus Christ , is able to r edeem us, and at what a cost this was done! First , He 
had to lay aside His glory in heaven, lay aside the form of God, and clothe 
Himself in humanity by His incarnation, so that He might be a kinsman to all 
of u s. But tha t was not a ll. He must also provide the price. And so at t he close 
of t hose thirty-three years of His ministry here, during which, as the Son of 
Man, the human J esus, He identified himself with all of humanity's problems, 
He prepa red Himself to pay the price. 
p .130 

Harris, Brown & Moore say: 

4:9-10 I Today you are witnesses. Boaz brings final closure to t his 
scene with an antiphonal liturgy much like the ceremony at the end of J oshua 
(J osh . 24:22). Boaz's part begins and ends with the refrain 'edim 'attem 
hayyom (lit. "Witnesses are you today!"). Sandwiched between is a formal 
summary detailing t he day's accomplishments: (1) Boaz's acquisit ion of all the 
property of Elimelech, Kilion, and Mahlon; (2) Boaz's acquisit ion of Ruth 
the Moabitess, Mahlon's widow, as his wife ('ishah)-not "concubine" 
(p ilegesh), "young girl" (na'arah), "slave girl" (shipkhah ), or "foreign woman" 
(nokriyyah); (3) Boaz's acquisition of all these things" from the hand of Naomi" 
(Naomi's name appears last , not first in Boaz's speech, as in 4: 3); (4) his 
promise to "ra ise up," like a flag over reconquered territory, "the name of the 
dead over his inheritance" (lehaqim shem hammat 'al nakhalot; note the same 
phrase, lehaqim shem ," to raise up the name," in Deut. 25:7). Not bad for a 
day's work! 
p . 367 

Henry says: 

Boaz now sees his way clear to perform his promise made t o Rut h t hat 
he would do the kinsman's part, but in the gate of his city, before t he elder s 
and all the people, publishes a marriage-contract between himself and Ruth 
the Moabitess, and therewith the purchase of all the estate that belonged to 
the family of Elimelech . 
p. 280 
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(365 Days of Hope: Encouragement for Those Facing Loss. Pain. and 
Disappointment by Joni Eareckson Tada and Dave & Jan Dravecky) 
Federal Way, WA: World Vision. Copyright- Joni Eareckson Tada, Dave 
Dravecky, and Jan Dravecky, 2005. 

During my long rehabilitation, it was friends-acquaintances, casual, loose, or 
even intimate-who made all the difference in the world. If I were to pinpoint 
the one common denominator these friends sh ared, it would be love. Love 
strong enou gh to overcome the stale, stuffy smell in my hospital room. Love 
strong enou gh to break through the fear of "having nothing to talk about ." 
Love that refused to be squeamish when t hey had to empty my leg bag. And 
love that saw potent ial in me, even though I was reduced to doing not much 
more th an writ ing with a pen between my teeth. 

Joni Eareckson Tada 

WHAT O THERS HAVE SAID 

Redemptiv~love, that which the New Testament calls agape, is marked by a J 
passionate and tender concern for the needs-physical as well as spiritual-of 
other people. This love, which is the gift of Jesus Christ and is the 
manifestation of his Spirit, invades human selfishness with a power that wins 
self-centered men and women, as persons and in groups, to find a new center 
for their lives in the love and life of God. No other faith but Christianity has 
either magnified or practiced this love, and the church has practiced it all too 
little. -i,ohn A. Maka~ 
(December 21) 

(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright- Oswa hambers Publications 
Association, 1992. 

Quit praying about yourself and spend your life for the sake of others as the 
hondservant of Jesus. That is the true meaning of being broken bread and " 
poured-out wine in real life. 
(July 15) 
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c~~l have also acgujred Ruth the Moabj!e§§. Mahl.Qn'§ wid2w, a§ my ll'.if~. in 
.. t_.: __ :_( order to mamtam the name of the dead with his property. so that his 

b ame will not disappear from amon~ his family or from the town 
;records. Toda,y you are witnesses!" 

The NET Bible translates verse 10: 

I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, as my wife to 
raise up a descendant who will inherit his property so the name of the 
deceased might not disappear from among his relatives and from his 
village. You are witnesses today." 

Peterson paraphrases verse 10: 

including responsibility for Ruth the foreigner, the widow of Mahlon
I'll take her as my wife and keep the name of the deceased alive along 
with his inheritance. The memory and reputation of the deceased is not 
going to disappear out of this family or from his hometown. To all this 
you are witnesses this very day." 

Boaz u8cs the SAME PHRASE with regard to the LAND that he bought in U 
verse 9 as he did with regard to the SEED- the acquisition of "RUTH THE 
MOABITESS" to be his "WIFE." The phrase: 

"TODAY YOU ARE WITNESSES!" 

Atkinson says: 

In one of Bonhoeffer's sermons he says this: 

p. 117 

Marriage is more than your love for each other. It has a higher dignity 
and power, for it is God's holy ordinance ... In your love you see only the 
heaven of your happiness, but in marriage you are placed at a post of 
responsibility towards the world and mankind. Your love is your own 
private possession, but marriage is something more than personal-it is a 
status, an office .. . that joins you together in the sight of God and man. 
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Block says: 

Boaz's speech is framed by identical clauses at the beginning and at the 
end. With t his declaration he adds a second form of attestation to go along 
with the passing of the sandal he now has in his possession. In the future if 
his claims to the rights to Elimelech's land or his claim to Ruth are ever 
questioned, not only will he be able to produce the sandal, but he also will 
appeal to this host of witnesses that has observed him gain this right through 
legal process. 
p. 719 

MacArthur says: 

4:10 the widow of Mahlon. Only here is Ruth's former husband 
identified (cf. 1:5). Therefore, it can also be assumed that Chilion married 
Orpah. I have acquired as my wife. Boaz exercised the spirit of the law and 
became Ruth's kinsman-redeemer (Deut. 25:5, 6). the name of the dead. 
Perpetuation of the family name (1 Sam. 24:21) was an important feature that 
the levirate process provided (cf. Deut. 25:6). 
p.296 
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I . l ~\hen t he elders and all those at the gate said. "We are witnesses. Mav 
L..t; _ __,, the Lord make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and! 

Leah. who together built up the house of Israel. Mau ou have standing 
iin Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 

The NET Bible translates verse 11: 

All the people who were at the gate and the elders replied, "We are 
witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who is entering your home 
like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built up the house of Israel! May 
you prosper in Ephrathah and become famous in Bethlehem. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 11: 

All the people in the town square that day, backing up the elders, said, 
"Yes, we are witnesses. May God make this woman who is coming into 
your household like Rachel and Leah, the two women who built the 
family of Israel. May God make you a pillar in Ephrathah and famous 
in Bethlehem! 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The elders gave willing witness to this redemption transaction. They blessed 
Boaz with the desire that the Lord make Ruth a fertile mother. Their 
mentioning Rachel and Leah has significance. Rachel, named first, had been 
barren for many years before she bore children. Similarly Ruth had been 
barren in Moab. 

The elders prayed that Boaz would have standing (hayil) in • 
Ephratah. This word hayil ("valor, worth, ability") is used of Boaz (2:1) and of • 
Ruth (3: 11). Ephratah (also spelled Ephrath and Ephrathah) was another 
name for Bethlehem ... The elders prayed that Boaz would be famous in 
Bethlehem. God abundantly answered their prayers as many have witnessed. 
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Harris, Brown & Moore say: 

We are witnesses. The single word 'edim is the antiphonal response of the 
elders and all those at the gate. Perhaps the best way to catch the flavor of 
this is to imagine Boaz's repetitive 'edim . .. 'edim as the "Hip, Hip . .. ,"and 
the 'edim of the council as the answering "Hooray!" Everyone loves a happy 
ending. Bethlehem is ready for one. 
p. 367 

Hubbard says: 

11 The crowd's affirmative reply (We are witnesses.!) legally notarized 
the transaction. 
p.257 

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

A multitude, doubtless from curiosity or interest, were present on the occasion. 
There was no signing of deeds; yet was the transfer made, and complete 
security given, by the public manner in which the whole matter was carried on 
and concluded. 
p.205 

MacArthur says: 

4:11 We are witnesses. This affirmation signaled the str on g approval 
of the city. like Rachel and Leah. Rachel, the most beloved wife of Jacob, 
was buried nearby (Gen. 35:19); Leah was the mother of Judah (by Jacob), 
their namesake descenc;lant (Gen. 29:35). This r emembrance went back almost 
900 years to c. 1915 B.C. Ephrathah . .. Bethlehem. This was the ancient 
name of Bethlehem (Gen. 35: 19; 48:7). See note on Ephrathites; 1:2. Micah 
later prophetically wrote that this city would be the birthplace of Messiah (5:2). 
p.296 
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Phillips says: 

B enediction by Witnesses. The elders and all those at the gate said, We 
are witnesses (the Hebrew has no verb, simply "Wit nesses!"). What followed 
these legal proceedings was a n unexpected triple bened iction (note the 
threefold repetition of may), probably from a spokesper son amon g t he 
assembly to which all other witnesses en thusiastically assented. 
p . 350 

There ar:S:f \\'O PRAYER REQUESTS~ere by those who have witnessed this .1/1 
transacti'Jri: 

"MAY THE LORD MAKE THE WOMAN WHO IS COMING 
NTO YOUR HOME LIKE RACHEL AND LEAH, WHO 
OGETHER BUILT UP THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL" and 

"MAY YOU HAVE STANDING IN EPHRATHAHAND BE 
FAMOUS IN BETHLEHEM." 

Postrnnls/IA>rture i\otP><1Stlllly#t Ruth 1:1-:!~ .doc 
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d Through the offspring the Lord gives you by this young woman, ma.i: your 
\;:::rfamily be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah." 

UL 

The NET Bible translates verse 12: 

May your family become like the family of Perez-whom Tamar bore to 
Judah-through the descendants the Lord gives you throu gh t his young 
woman." 

Peterson paraphrases ver se 12: 

With the children God gives you from this young woman, may your 
family rival the family of Perez, the son Tamar bore to Judah ." 

The elder s and the audience witnessing this wonderful occasion spon taneously 
say: , 

"We are witnesses." I 
'Iii.. 

J 

0 
(j) 

"May the Lord make the woman who is coming into your home 
ike Rachel and Leah, who together built ug the house of Israel," 

G 
"May you have standing in EP.hrathah and be famous in, 
Bethlehem," and 

'MAY YOUR FAMILY BE LIKE THAT OF PEREZ, WHOM 
TAMAR BORE TO JUDAH." 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The elders also prayed for numerous and distinguished progeny for Boaz. 
Their prayer acknowledged that children are a gift from God (offspring the 
LORD gives you; cf. Ps. 127:3). Little did they realize that from this union 
would issue Israel's greatest kings including David and the Eternal King, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Perez may have been named here: (a) because of the 
levirate connection with Tamar ... (b) because Perez's descendants had 
settled in Bethlehem ... and (c) because Perez was an ancestor of Boaz ... 

Hubbard says: 

12 Finally, to the wish for Ruth's fecundity (v. 11), the people added one 
concerning Boaz's house (i.e., his family line). They hoped it to be like the 
house of Perez, the clan from which Boaz and most of his audience descended 
(vv. 18-22). For unknown reasons, that clan had bypassed older clans to 
achieve preeminence in the tribe of Judah. In short, the crowd wished that 
Boaz found a family line of similar prominence in Judah. As in v. 11, they 
obviously reckoned future children to Boaz, not to Elimelech. This point is 
significant. Clearly, the story's focus has shifted from providing an heir for the 
latter to procuring and promoting a heritage for the former. 

Perez was the oldest of twin boys born to Judah under somewhat 
scandalous circumstances (Gen. 38). Since Judah refused to give Tamar his 
youngest son as husband, she posed as a prostitute, became pregnant by an 
unsuspecting customer (Judah himself), and gave birth to Perez and Zerah. 
Perez's birth was as unusual as his conception (vv. 27-30). As if pushing his 
twin side at the last moment, Perez was born first and earned his name (lit. 
"breach, breaking out"), a portent of his clan's later importance. The words 
whom Tamar bore to Judah recall that famous episode in tribal lore. Its 
mention probably led the ancient audience to compare that story with the 
present story. Like Ruth, Tamar was a foreigner who perpetuated a family 
line threatened with extinction, one which later became Judah's leading house, 
and thereby gained herself fame as its founding mother. If fertile, may not the 
equally creative (ch. 3) foreigner, Ruth also preserve Elimelech's line, and, if 
that line became famous, thereby earn a similar grand destiny? 
p.261 
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Hubbard says further: 

In sum, the crowd wished Boaz and Ruth a destiny of prosperity and 
prominence akin to those of the famous ancestors Jacob, Rachel, Leah, and 
Perez. The author prepares cleverly for the startling revelation of v. 17b. With 
these elaborate blessings, however, Boaz exits the story until his genealogical 
curtain call (v. 21). The worthy destiny wished him resembles a chorus of 
praise for his loyalty to family. It befits someone who has rendered a great 
public service at great personal cost. As Ruth's extraordinary devotion 
overshadowed Orpah's, so that of Boaz stood in stark contrast to the kinsman's 
withdrawal. As the public anthem faded and the crowd dispersed, however, 
two questions remained unanswered. First, would Naomi finally have an heir? 
Second, would Boaz and Ruth in fact found some great dynasty? 
p.262 

Genesis 38 records the record of Judah's marriage to a Canaanite woman. ~ 
Through this woman he had THREE SONS: 

1. ER, --
2. ONAN. and -
3. SHE LAH. 

Judah made an arrangement for a wedding betweep Er and Tamar. 

Because of Er's wickedness, the Lord took his life. Then it was the -responsibility of Onan to raise a seed in honor of his brother. He refused to do 
so and lost his life. 

We read then at the end of Onan's life: 

Then Judah told Tamar, his daughter-in-law, not to marry again at that 
time but to return to her parents' home. She was to remain a widow 
until his youngest son, Shelah, was old enough to marry her. (But 
Judah didn't really intend to do this because he was afraid Shelah would 
also die, like his two brothers.) So Tamar went home to her parents. 
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As time passed, Tamar realized that Judah was not going to make good on his 
.Promise of a leverent marriage with Shelah so she posed as a prostitute during 
sheep shearing time and tricked Judah into having a relationship with her. 

Genesis 38:24 (NL T) 

About three months later, word reached Judah that Tamar, his 
daughter-in-law, was pregnant as a result of prostitution. 

s K1 'p red A Ge,v'I e-Yt:t_ -l-1 ;,._,_ L'r.e !<u+-it "4- Boa 2-

Genesis 38:27-30 (NL T) 

In due season the time of Tamar's delivery arrived, and she had twin 
sons. As they were being born, one of them reached out his hand, and 
the midwife tied a scarlet thread around the wrist of the child who 
appeared first, saying, "This one came out first." But then he drew.back 
his hand, and the other baby was actually the first to be born. "What!" 
the midwife exclaimed. "How did you break out first?" And ever after, 
he was called Perez. Then the baby with the scarlet thread on his wrist 
was born, and he was named Zerah. 
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(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by ugene H . Peterson) 
San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright- Eugene . eter son, 
2006. 

By Tamar 

An d J udah t he father of Perez and Zer ah by Tamar, and Perez the father of 
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram ... and Salmon the father of Boaz by 
Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth , and Obed the father of Jesse and 
Jesse the father of King David. And David was t he father of Solomon by the 
wife of Uriah. 

MATTHEW 1:3, 5-6 

Four names in the list-are a surprise: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and the wife of -Uriah (Bathsheba). Each of these names represents a person who was 
exploited, or downtrodden, or an outsider-the misused, the immoral, the 
foreign. Jesus's genealogy doesn't prove racial or moral purity, but redemptive 
r ange. God's salvation work is inclusive, not exclusive. 

What do you know of each of these women? 

Do I have enough confidence, Lord, in your inventive and incorporative will, to 
believe that you will use unattractive, immoral, and unlovely people as well as 
the glamorous and virtuous and admirable? That is hard to believe, but the 
evidence is impressive. Help my unbelief. Amen. 
p. 3 
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W'- ~ . --( FE BR UAR Y 24]-

Out of Control 
!"---

\ ~he last weekend_ of February 2007, I spoke at a historic church m Los A la-_ 

l mos, New Mextco. When I spoke to the cummurnty on the subiect of 

prayer that evening, I related s me of my mountain-climbing aJvcntures. For 

instance, on the day my wife anJ I summ1tted Mt. Wilson we were still wdl 

above the safety of t1mberlrne when Jark clouJ moveJ in. L1ghtnmg struck 

closer and closer. "Whar do wt> do 7" 1 askeJ our experienced compa111on. 

"There's reallv not much vou can do," he rt·plit:d. "The gra111te n.ick conducb 

electricity. I'd recommend separating by dl least a hundn.:J y.uds or so-that 

way if one of us gets hit, another can go for help. And s4uat J ov. n with your feet 

rngether to make yourself as small a target as possible." 

My wife and I looked at each other. Fmall) I shrug~cJ anJ sa1J, ''Honey, 

we've had a good life. Let's gn together.'' \X'e ditched our bu:zmg hiking rob 
and squatted down. as ,1ur friend suggested, but side by side, holding hand s. For 

the next hc)ur we got pummeled by ram, hail, sleet, snov.., and a mixture. of all 

at once, all the while countmg the seconds between each lightning bolt that 

sizzled around us and the, blast of thut1der that followed. 

"I learned an important life lesson," I rold rhe folks who haJ_g,1thcred in the 

United Church. ") am not in control. l must tell you, cl S d frt•cl...1nc e \\ ri_ter I'm 

, omething of a control freak. I have t11 l'e. ~ mce 1 ha\'e no bu~ tcllm5 me what 

t,i do, I ha\'e to organi:e m) own life, anJ most of the tune I go ar~iund feehng 

like I'm in control. As l learneJ atop 1-it. Wilson, that'.s. an illu 1on.''4 ' 

I went on to say that thi!> mountain-climbing Lesson actually applies all the 

t ime. "Ewn when I think I'm in control, I'm not. I could die of a heart ar

rack right m front ( you before fim:.hmg th1 ·entence." S rne rn the auL11ence 

laughed nen·ouslv "Or I C\luld ha,·e an autl'I accidenr dri\ mg 1--ad:: r11 Den\'er 

romorrow-prohahly far more likely rlian gcrrmg hit by ljghtnmg on ~1r. \\'il-

(m ." More !aught~~ ..,.. c. L z;:.z-1,--------------
l ,., . 

How eerily prophetic those words would prove to be. 

[Continued on February 25} 

Trip nores, later included 1n some edinons 

of Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference7 
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57 

[;. :10 Boa~ took Ruth and she he~ame hi~ iYife, Th!m he iYen112 he[, and the 
.., ____ :9.,.i Lord enabled her to conceiye. and she fl;ave birth to a son. 

The NET Bible translates verse 13: 

So Boaz married Rut h and h ad sexual relations with her . The Lord 
enabled her to conceive and she gave birth to a son . 

Peterson paraphrases verse 13: 

Boaz married Ruth . She became his wife. Boaz slept with her. By God's 
gracious gift she conceived and h ad a son. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verse 13 and then says: 

A rewarded redemption ( 4: 13) 
4:13. This climax to the narrative is brief but full of meaning. Marriage, 

God-given concept ion, and the longed-for heir were all mentioned in a few 
words. 

Ruth had been ba rren in Moab for the ent ire period of her marriage to 
Mahlon (1:4-5). Now her faithful obedience was rewarded as God gave her 
conception. In a sen se this foreshadowed t he miraculous birth of the Son of 
God t hat would take place in Bethlehem when the fullness of time had come 
... The sojourn in Moab lasted at least 10 year s .. . By con tr ast, within a few 
short weeks of t heir return to Bethlehem, Naomi and Ruth had experienced 
blessing that was rich a nd full . 

I find myself as I r ead verse 13, i·eflecting on Paul's words to t he Romans that l. 
are r ecorded in: 

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good 
of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 

Po . ..,tcanblT..edurP :;\otPs/Stu1h'# I Ruth 1.1-~'.!.duc 
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Bush says: 

In it Boaz has overcome the major complication in the story line-the existence 
of Mr. "So-and-So" who had prior rights both in the matter of the legal 
obligation to redeem Elimelech's land and in the family responsibility of 
marrying Mahlon's widow. By challenging this man in the public forum 
provided by the legal assembly at the city gate to take on both these 
obligations, Boaz has succeeded in securing the nearer redeemer's voluntary 
withdrawal and the transfer of his rights in these matters to himself, both of 
which actions have been duly notarized by the legal assembly. With this major 
hurdle cleared, the way is open for the final resolution of the childlessness and 
widowhood-the death and emptiness-that have afflicted the lives of Naomi 
and Ruth. 
p.248 

Henry says: 

Ruth a wife. Boaz took her, with the usual solemnities, to his house, and she 
became his wife (v. 13). Boaz had prayed that this pious proselyte might 
receive a full reward of her courage and constancy from the God of Israel, 
under whose wings she had come to trust; and now he became an instrument of 
that kindness, which was an answer to his prayer, and helped to make his own 
words good. 
p.280 

Hubbard says: 

They were now husband and wife in every sense. Nevertheless, the audience, 
remembering that death, not children, followed Ruth's earlier marriage (1:4-5), 
might have wondered whether history would repeat itself here. 

Not this time! Here Yahweh's intervened directly-and for only the 
second time in the book (cf. 1:6b). His action constitutes a kind of theological 
inclusio for the whole book. He enabled her to conceive and she bore a son. For 
a brief instant, Yahweh stepped from the shadows to center stage. By granting 
Ruth motherhood, he finally paid the "full wages" which her devotion to Naomi, 
both earlier and later (2:11; 3:10), had earned. Thus, Boaz's prayer (2:12) also 
received its answer ... 
p.267 

l'o,.;tc,1nb/TPcture .:-\otP<;;IStudy#l Ruth I 1-2'.l.doi· 
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Lange says: 

And she brought forth a son. With this happy event the last shadows 
disappear from the checkered lives of the two women. The fears of superstition 
are shown to have been groundless. Sorrow in Moab has been changed into 
happiness in Israel. The reward of love has begun, and Jehovah mercifully 
owns the daughter of Moab, who has left home and native land for his people's 
sake. Great are the joys which surround the cradle of the child of such parents 
as Boaz and Ruth. 
p. 50 

MacArthur says: 

4:13 he went in to her. This is an OT euphemism for sexual 
intercourse. the LORD gave her conception. As with Rachel (Gen. 30:22) 
and Leah (Gen. 29:31), so it was also with Ruth (cf. Ps. 127:3). 
p.296 

Boaz in hi~UBLIC TESTIMON;) back in verse 10 says: f 

"I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon's widow, as my wife, 
in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property, so that his 
name will not disappear from among his family or from the town 
records. Today you are witnesses!" 

Now as a culmination of all of t hat, we read in verse 13: ~ .·j 

"SO BOAZ TOOK RUTH," 

"SHE BECAME HIS WIFE," 

"HE WENT IN] TO HER," 

"THE LORD ENABLED HER TO CONCEIVE," and 

"SHE GA VE BIRTH TO A SON." 

PostcanlstLecture Notps/Study# I Ruth I: I 2~.dm· 
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STAGECOACH PRAYE 

Five-year-old Randy wanted a toy stagecoach for Christmas. While 
shopping with Mom, he found just the one he wanted. It was about 6" long and 
had cool wheels and dark brown plastic horses pulling it. "Mommy, I want this 
one. Pleeeease!" he begged. As young children sometimes do, he threw a 
tantrum, insisting that he get that stagecoach for Christmas. Mom said, "We'll 
see," and took him home. 

Randy was sure he'd get what he asked for. Christmas morning came, 
and he opened the package confidently. Sure enough, it was the stagecoach he 
had begged for. He was so pleased. But then his older brother said, ''You 
really did a dumb thing to insist on getting that coach. Mom bought you a 
much bigger one, but when you begged for that little one, she exchanged it!" 
Suddenly the small stagecoach didn't seem so appealing. 

Sometimes we're like that with God. We pray about a specific need and 
tell Him how He ought to answer. We beg and plead-and God may even give 
us exactly what we ask for. But He may have had something better in mind. 

Phillips Brooks once said, "Pray the largest prayers. You cannot think a 
prayer so large that God, in answering it, will not wish you had made it 
larger." -Anne Cetas 

Do not presume to know what's best 
When you begin to pray; 

But say to God, ''Your will be done," 
Then trust His perfect way. -Sper 

Large asking results in large receiving. 

(From Our Daily Bread, Wednesday, April 4, 2007) 

Po,,tcard:;'lketure );°ote,.. Stud)# I - Ruth t· l -2:Ldoc 
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All of a sudden I hear Boaz singing that song from back in the 1940's: 

All of a Sudden My Heart Sings 
Artist: Johnnie Johnston lyrics 

The secret way you hold my hand 
To let me know you understand 

. ,. , , The wind and rain upon your face 
The breathless world of your embrace 
Your little laugh and half-surprise 
The starlight gleaming in your eyes 
Remembering all those little things 
All of a sudden my heart sin s 

I ..... 

All of a sudden my heart sings 
When I remember little things 
The way you dance and hold me tight 
The way you kiss and say "Good night" 
The crazy things we'd say and do 
The fun it is to be with you 
The magic thrill that's in your touch 
Oh, darling, I love you so much!! 

The secret way you hold my hold 
To let me know you understand 
The wind and rain upon your face 
The breathless world of your embrace 
Your little laugh and half-surprise 
The starlight gleaming in your eyes 
Remembering all those things 
All of a sudden my heart sings 

http://www.sm artlyrics.com/Song602991-Johnnie-Johnston-All-of-a -sudden
my-hear t-sings-lyrics.aspx 

Po,;tcanls/Lecture Note,JStud~"# I Ruth l· J.;!2 dew 
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(365 Days of Hope: Encouragement for Those Facing Loss. Pain. and 
Disappointment by Joni Eareckson Tada and Dave & J a n Dravecky) 
Federal Way, WA: World Vision. Copyright- Joni Eareckson Ta da, Dave 
Dravecky, a nd J an Dravecky, 2005. 

I'm particularly fond of the fourth verse: "Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me." The 
psalmist doesn't focus his attention on the dark valley, and he's not distracted 
by the shadows. He sees through the valley, past the darkness, and looks with 
confidence toward the other side. He knows the dark valley is a place to go 
through, not a place to stay in. 

Are you in the middle of a dark valley? It may look dark and gloomy right now, 
but please remember that God does not intend for you to stay in those 
shadows. The valley he has led you into is the same valley out of which he will 
lead you. You will, by his grace, go through it. There is, thanks to our 
Shepherd, a smile on the other side. 
(March 24) 

(Sacred Marriage: What if God Designed Marriage to Make Us Holy More th a n 
to Make Us Happy? by Gary Thomas) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
Copyright -Gary L. Thomas, 2000. 

This relatively new phenomenon of being married for six or seven 
decades can pay rich dividends for our spiritual life and growth. Marriage 
helps us to develop the character of God himself as we stick with our spouses 
through the good times and t he bad. Every wedding gives birth to a new 
history, a new beginning. The spiritual meaning of marriage is found in 
maintaining that history together. 

In fact, some experts suggest it takes from nine to fourteen years for a 
couple to truly "create and form its being."3 When I hear of couples who break 
up after just three or four years, I feel sad because they haven't even begun to 
experience what being married is really like. It's sort of like climbing halfway 
up a mountain but never gettin g to see t he sights; you're in the middle of the 
task, your soul is consumed with the struggle, but it's much too soon to 
experience the full rewards. Evaluating your marriage so soon is like trying to 
eat a cake that's half-baked. Becoming one - in the deepest, most intimate 
sense-takes time. It's a journey that never really ends, but it takes at least 
the span of a decade for the sense of intimacy to really disp lay itself in the 
marriage relationship. 

3. Oliver, Conjugal Spirituality, 33. 

p. 107 
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(Sacred Marriage: What if God Designed Marriage to Make Us Holy More t han 
to Make Us Happy? by Gary Thomas) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan . 
Copyrigh t - Gary L. Thomas, 2000. 

Bla ise Pascal wrote, "We have not sufficiently plumbed the 
wretchedness of man in genera l, nor our own in particular, when we are still 
surprised at the weakness and corruption of ma n."8 Being in a marriage 
relationship forces me to realize where I fall short; it encourages me to "plumb" 
both the wretchedness of man in general and myself in particular . 

As a spirit rcise, few things are more rofitable tha n t his kind o 
ination. Franc;ios Fene on, 

, "all the saints are convinced that since1·e humility is the foundation of all 
virtues ,"9 an opinion shared by the great Anglican writer, William Law: 
"[Humility] is so essential to the right state of our souls that there is no 
pretending to a reasonable or pious life without it. We may as well think to see 
without eyes or live without breath as to live in the spirit of religion without 
the spirit of humility."10 

And what is humility? In part, Fenelon tells us , it is "a certain honesty, 
and childlike willingness to acknowledge our faults, to recover from them, and 
to submit to the advice of experienced people; these will be solid useful vir tues, 
adapted to our sanctification."11 

I believe it is possible to enter marriage with a view to being cleansed 
spiritu ally, if, th at is, we do so with a willingness to embrace marriage as a 
spiritual discipline. 

8. Blaise Pascal, Pensees, (New York: Penguin, 1966). 
9. Franc;ois de Salignac de La Mothe Fenelon, Christian Perfection (Minneapolis: 

Bethany House, 1975), 205. 
10. Law, A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, 228. 
11. Fenelon, Christian Perfection, 90. 

pp.95-96 
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1 v, ~h~ w2m~n §lli!l !2 Na2mi; "£i:ai§~ Q~ !2 thll !.&r!I. wh!! this <!ax bas pot 
left you without a kinsman-redeemer. May he become famous 
~ throughout Israel!! 

The NET Bible translates verse 14: 

The village women said to Naomi, "May the Lord be praised because he 
has not left you without a guardian today! May he become famous in 
Israel! 

Peterson paraphrases verse 14: 

The town women said to Naomi, "Blessed be God! He didn't leave you 
without family to carry on your life. May this baby grow up to be famous 
in Israel! 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles the remaining verses and then says: 

Conclusion (4:14-21) 

This conclusion of the narrative contrasts beautifully with its 
introduction (1:1-5). Deep sorrow turned to radiant joy; emptiness gave way to 
fullness. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then titles the next section and then says 

A joyful filling ( 4.· 14-17) 

4:14. Naomi again moved to the center of the scene. The women of 
Bethlehem who had witnessed Naomi's emptiness when she returned (1:19) 
now praised God that she had received a kinsman-redeemer. Had Naomi 
not been past the time of childbearing ... she might have been the one at the 
feet of Boaz that night on the threshing floor ... The women knew t his and 
they spoke of Boaz as the kinsman-redeemer of Naomi as surely as if she had 
gone there. They blessed Boaz with a blessing similar to that of the elders ... 
They asked that Boaz be famous in Israel, a request that God granted. The 
Book of Ruth is filled with benedictions and blessings of Israel's people ... 

Postc·:HcbfLPc'turP .NotPo.iStuily# I Ruth t· l-22.uoc 
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Keil & Delitzsch say: 

This redeemer was not Boaz, but the son just born. They called him a 
redeemer of Naomi, not because he would one day redeem the whole of Naomi's 
possessions (Carpzov, Rosenmiiller, etc.), but because as the son of Ruth he was 
also the son of Naomi (ver . 17), and as such would take away the reproach of 
childlessness from her, would comfort her, and tend her in her old age, and 
thereby become her true goel, i.e. her deliverer (Bertheau) . '~nd let his name 
be named in Israel," i. e. let the boy acquire a celebrated name, one often 
mentioned in Israel. 
p.492 

Lange says: 

Ver. 14. And the women said u nto Naomi. What a difference 
between the beginning and the end of Naomi's life in Israel since her return! 
When she came back, poor and lonely, where were the women and neighbor s, 
who ought to h ave comforted, supported, and stood by her in her necessity? 
Nothing is heard of them. Nobody was with her but Ruth . But now they 
appear with their good wishes for Naomi and praises to God; for adversity has 
vanished. Ruth is no longer the poor gleaner, who painfully gathers a living for 
her mother, but the happy wife of Boaz. A new name h as been r aised up for 
the inheritance of Elimelech. 
p.51 

Po.-..tcard,,llA'<'llll't' .NotPslStudy# I Ruth I· !-!.!'.!.doc 
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Here in verse 14 we have the culmination of prayer requests, wishes for -Y 
blessing upon the new couple and the offspring. If you'll r emember back in 
ver se 11: 

"THE ELDERS AND ALL THOSE AT THE GATE SAID, 'WE ARE 
MTITNESSES."' 

They said: 

CY 
0 
0 

"May the Lord make the woman who is coming into your home 
Jike Rachel and Leah who together built u the house of Israel," 

"May you have standing in E_phrathah and be famous in 
'.Bethlehem," and 

"may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to 
Judah." 

lN'9:w in verse 14'l-coming from the women-"PRAISE BE TO THE LORD 
WHO THIS DAY HAS NOT LEFT YOU WITHOUT A KINSMAN
REDEEMER": 

C) "MAY HE BECOME FAMOUS THROUGHOUT ISRAEV" 

Postcards1LecturC' .:\'ot1•,,1St11d\'111 Huth 1:1-2~.doc• 
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(The Red Sea Rules: Ten God-Given Strategies for Difficult Times by Robert J. 
Morgan) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- Robert J . Morgan, 
2001. 

Not long ago, I awoke early in a hotel in another city and turned on the 
weather report. I was returning home from a speaking engagement, and the 
forecast was troubling. Violent storms. Strong winds. Lightning. Arriving at 
the airport, I glanced at the menacing sky with foreboding. The clouds were 
iron gray and angry. 

We took off with a sharp ascent, and the plane pierced the clouds and 
leveled off at a high altitude above them. The scene was breathtaking. Bright 
and majestic and peaceful and glorious-mountains of sunlit clouds rising and 
falling below me as far as eye could see. They were the same clouds, but my 
perspective was different. Storms, I realized, look different from the upper 
side. 

Colossians 3: 1-3 tells us, "If then you were raised with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set 
your mind on thing above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God." 

If wisdom, as someone said, is seeing things from God's point of view, 
praise is the natural reaction to that viewpoint. It's our typical expression of 
joyful confidence and triumphant thanksgiving at what God has done, is doing, 
and is going to do. 

So whether you are on the upper side or the underside of the storm, 
whether you are on the east bank or the west bank of the Red Sea, God will 
make a way. 

And as He does, don't forget to praise Him. 
pp. 111-112 

(One Month To Live: Thirty Days To A No-Regrets Life by Kerry & Chris 
Shook) Colorado Springs, CO.: Waterbrook Press. Copyright- Kerry 
and Chris Shook, 2008. 

When I think about the way gratitude can increase our capacity to love, 
I think of Dr. Seuss's How the Grinch Stole Christmas! My favorite line in the 
whole story occurs right after the Grinch has realized the true meaning of 
Christmas: "And some say the Grinch's heart grew three sizes that day." 
Gratitude expands our hearts the same way. We become fully aware of the 
details of the life we love, the simple things that delights us, and perhaps most 
of all, the people God has placed in our lives. Simply stated, gratitude expands 
our capacity to enjoy life. 
p. 107 
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(Choosing Gratitude: Your Journey to Joy by Nancy Leigh DeMoss with 
Lawrence Kimbrough) Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright- Nancy Leigh 
De Moss, 2009. 

Gra titude is a lifestyle. A hard-fough t, grace-infused, biblical lifestyle. 
And t hough t her e's a sense in which anyone can be thankful-for God h as 
extended His common grace to all-t he true glory and t he transforming powe 
of gratitude ar e reserved for t hose who know a nd acknowledge the Giver of 
every good gift a nd who ar e recipients of His redeeming grace. 
p.29 

(The Treasures of Fanny Crosby by Fanny Crosby) Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. 
Copyright- Barbou r Publishing, Inc., 2003. 

Blessed Redeemer, wonderful Savior , 
Fountain of wisdom, Ancient of Days, 
Hope of the faithful, Ligh t of all ages, 
Jesus my Savior, Thee will I praise. 
p.49 

(The P astor In Prayer : A Collection of the Sunday Morning Prayers of C. H. 
Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Carlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust. 
Ba nner of Truth Trust , 2004. 

0 LORD, OUR GOD, how excellent is Thy name in all t he earth! Some of us 
have to t ha nk Thee for m any mercies bestowed. We t ha nk Thee for them, for 
we feel t hat we are ent irely in Thy ha nds in a ll respects. Others of us have 
been brought very low, bruised full sore, but h aving a lit tle strength 
remaining, we desire to praise a nd bless the Giver of every gift. Th.Du art good 
when Thou givest, and Thou art good when Thou takest away. Thou art good 
when the night gathers heavy about us. Thou art good when the sun shineth 
and gladdeneth our pathway. Thou art always good and doest good, and 
blessed be the name of the Lord from the rising of the sun unto the going down 
thereof, and through th night watches let His praise be still celebrated. 
p. 19 
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(The Pastor In Prayer: A Collection of the Sunday Morning Prayers of C. H. 
Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Carlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust. 
Banner of Truth Trust, 2004. 

Especia lly would we make mention of the goodness of the Lord during 
another year. Each believer here has t rodden a differen t pathway: to some it 
has been a very smooth r oad, to others a very rough climb: to some a deep 
descent into t he valley of sorrow and humiliation. But Thou hast led Thy 
people by a right way. With all t he twisting of t he wilderness march , we are 
per suaded t hat when Thou leadest us about, still we go the nearest way. Thou 
knowest best, and oftentimes to retreat is to advance, and to be beaten back is 
to make surest headway. We would again in the recollection of the whole year, 
whatever it may have been , lift up the song of gr at eful praise, raise another 
stone of help to record the loving-kindness of our God. 
p.20 
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[ . . ~e will rerullY YQUr lif~ and sustain YQU in y211r Q!d aiw. Tur yQm 
daughter-in-law. who loyes you and who is better to you than seven sons. 
has given him birth." 

The NET Bible translates verse 15: 

He will encourage you and provide for you when you are old, for your 
daughter-in-law, who loves you, has given him birth . She is better to 
you than seven sons!" 

Peterson paraphrases verse 15: 

He'll make you young again! He'll take care of you in old age. And this 
daughter-in-law who has brought him into the world and loves you so 
much, why, she's worth more to you than seven sons!" 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The women predicted that Boa z would car e for Naomi by renewing her life and 
giving her security for her old age. Ruth, whom Naomi had not thought worth 
mentioning when she came to Bethlehem, was declared by the women to be of 
more wort h than seven sons. Seven sons symbolized the supreme blessing 
that could come to a Hebrew family . . . Ruth's worth was related to the 
occasion of the birth of her son. 

l'o8tcanl-./Lt>ct u rP ~ote;-;/St udy# 1 Ruth l 1-22 dol' 
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The women continued to speak in verse 15. They speak with POSITIVE 
AFFIRMATION AND CONFIDENCE about TWO THINGS: 

Q "HE WILL RENEW YOUR LIFE" and I 

(!) "HE WILL ... SUSTAIN YOU IN YOUR OLD AGE." 

They then give the REASON why they are so positive and affirming about the 
birth of Obed: 

"FOR YOUR DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, WHO LOVES YOU AND WHO IS 
BETTER TO YOU THAN SEVEN SONS, HAS GIVEN HIM BIRTH." 

Bush says: 

. . . "And he shall become for you a restorer of life and the support of your old 
age." 
p. 257 

MacArthur says: 

4:15 better ... than seven sons. Seven represented t he number of 
perfection and thus seven sons would make the complete family (cf. 1 Sam. 
2:5). However , Ruth exceeded this standard all by herself. 
p . 296 

(The Loveliness Of Christ : Extracts from the Let ters of Samuel Rut her ford 
selected by Ellen S. Lister) Carlisle, PA.: Banner of Tr uth Trust. 
Copyright - Ba nner of Truth, 2007. 

Among many marks that we are on the journey, and under sail towards 
heaven, this is one, when the love of God so filleth our hearts that we forget to 
love and care too much for the having and wanting of other things; as one 
extreme heat burneth out another. 
p . 78 
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~y 

SHORT· TIMERS 

READ: 

Romans 5:1-5 

Hope does not 
disappoint. 
-Romans 5:5 

THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: 

• Numbers 4-6 

I served in the Armed Forces many 
years ago and have always been 

thankful that I was able to give those 
years to my country. I must say, how
ever, that my most memorable time in 
the service was the brief interval when 
I was a "short-timer." 

Short-timers are soldiers who have 
but a few weeks before discharge. 
They spend their last days "mustering 
out"-visiting the commissary and the 
quartermaster's office to clear accounts 
and return equipment. What I remem-
ber most about that period was my 
jaunty pace and the happy, carefree 
spirit with which I carried out my 
tasks. I had duties but few worries, for 
I knew I was going home. 

• Mark 4:1-20 Now that I'm an "old-timer," once 
again I'm a short-timer. It won't be long before I'm dis
charged from my duty here. Again, my pace is jaunty and 
my. spirit is light for I know that very soon I'll be going 
home. That's the outlook that Jesus and His apostles called 
"hope" (Acts 24: 15; Rom. 5:2,5). 

Hope, in the biblical sense, means certainty and assur
ance. It is the firm, unshakable, indomitable belief that we 
will be raised from the dead (as Jesus was) and will be wel
comed into our eternal home. That's enough to put joy in our 
heart and a spring in our step this day! -David Roper 

God has given us a life abundant 
As we serve Him in this world below; 

Though our time on earth is surely fleeting, 
Hope of heaven makes our pathway glow. -Hess 

The risen Christ will come from heaven 
to take His own to heaven. 
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(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson) 
San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright- Eu'gene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

Create a. contentment in me, God, with the circumstances of my life. It is so ~,. 
inwardly destructive to be always wishing I were in a different situation or ;· 
involved in other relationships. Show me how to do the best in love and faith 
right where I am. Amen. 
p. 162 
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l '.:~hen Naomi took th~ child. laid him in her lap an!! rnl'.ll!I f2r him. 

The NET Bible translates verse 16: 

Naomi took t he child and placed him on her lap; she became his 
caregiver. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 16: 

Naomi took t he baby and held him in her arms, cuddling him, cooing 
over him, waiting on him hand and foot. 

Because of these affirming and encouraging words that were given by the J 

women to Naomi in which they had spoken so positively about Naomi's future 
because of the birth of the baby, in verse 16 we see Naomi's THREE-FOLD 
RESPONSE. "THEN NAOMI": 

(jJ "TOOK THE CHILD," 

() "LAID HIM IN HER LAP," and 

(]) "CARED FOR HIM." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Naomi became the nurse for Obed . This may have been a formal act of 
adoption. The women of Bethlehem named the boy Obed which means 
"wor shiper ." Naomi accepted the n ame. She, the empty one, was now full. 
The bitter one was now blessed. Naomi had a son (actually a gi·andson but 
"son" in Heb. often means "descenda nt"). In t ime God's providential purpose 
became clear. The child became the gr andfather of King David. 

Po::,tnu·cl «/IRcture ~otPs/Sturl~# 1 - l{uth 1.1 -:2~ .dor 
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Bush says: 

... "she placed in her bosom." ... refers to that portion of the body where one 
holds and carries infants (Num 11:12) or holds a spouse or lover ... 
p.257 

Duguid says: 

The story closes with a touching domestic scene: "Then Naomi took the 
child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. And the women of the 
neighborhood gave him a name, saying, 'A son has been born to Naomi.' They 
named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David" (Ruth 4:16-
17). The grandson of Naomi's lap was a clear sign that the emptiness she felt 
at the end of the opening chapter had now been replaced by fullness through 
God's grace. Though no one could bring back her husband or sons, now she 
had a daughter-in-law whom everyone recognized as "more .. . than seven 
sons," an astonishing accolade in the ancient world. What is more, she had a 
descendant to carry on the family line. 
pp. 185-6 

Jackman says: 

Verse 16 is a beautiful family picture to set beside the snapshot of 
"Mara," the empty widow returning from her bitter experiences in Moab. What 
a change grace has brought about in her life! Naturally, she regarded her 
grandson as a precious treasure and treated him as though he were her very 
own, as indeed he was. Obed means "servant," perhaps the idea being that the 
child was born for the sake of Naomi. As we look back we can therefore see 
God's answers to prayer in the birth of the child, and then suddenly, as we look 
forward to David (v. 17b), we see it even more dramatically. That is what God 
has been working toward behind the scenes all the time. 
p. 350 
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(A Lifetime of\Visdom: Embracing the Way God Heals You by Joni Eareckson 
Tada) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright- Joni Eareckson Tada, 
2009. 

Think of a really good waiter in an excellent restaurant. What does it 
mean that he "waits on you"? It certainly isn't a laid-back, ho-hum affair. Not 
if he wants a tip! A first-rate waiter will be quick to respond to your call and 
diligent to "check in on you" during the course of the meal to make sure you're 
enjoying it and have everything t hat you desire. That's active waiting. And 
that's how we should wait on God. 

p.99 

Good morning, Lord, is there anything I can do for You this morning? 
Is there anything I can bring to You to meet any of Your desires? 
Can I serve You in some special way this day? 

Poskan!,., Lecturc> .Not<>;-1St11dy1t1 Ruth 1.1-:.!2.doc 
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lv, ~7\he women livine: the!Jl ~aid. "Naomi has a son," And they named him --..J Qbed. He was the father of Jesse. the father of David. 

The NET Bible translates verse 17: 

The neighbor women named him, saying, "A son h as been born to 
Naomi." They named him Obed. Now he became the father of Jesse
David's father! 

Peterson paraphrases verse 17: 

The neighborhood women started calling him "Naomi's baby boy!" But 
his real name was Obed. Obed was the father of Jesse, and Jesse the 
father of David. 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

This verse gives the only example in the OT of a child being named by someone 
other than the immediate family (cf. Ex 2:10). The woman who named this 
grandchild of Naomi called him Obed ("servant"; perhaps it meant he would 
serve his grandmother as a kinsman-redeemer). 
p. 376 

Bush says: 

Exercising his poetic license ... our author once again sums up this child's 
relationship to Naomi by having these women name him, basing their name on 
the semantic wordplay between who the child is-expressed in their delighted 
cry, "A son has been born to Naomi"-and the meaning of the name Obed, 
"guardian, provider" ... i.e., one who will take care of her with all the 
solicitude incumbent upon a man for his grandmother (cf. Mal 3:17). 
p.265 
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Keil & Delitzsch say: 

Ver. 17. And the neighbours said, '~son is born to Naomi," and gave him the 
name of Obed. This name was given to the boy (the context suggests this) 
evidently with reference to what he was to become to his grandmother. Obed, 
therefore, does not mean "servant of Jehovah" (Targum), but "the serving one," 
as one who lived entirely for his grandmother, and would take care of her, and 
rejoice her heart ... 
p. 492 

Unger says: 

Obed means ' a servant," that is, of God. 
p.358 

, ' • 

(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by David J eremiah) 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- David J eremiah, 2007. 

Dr. V. Raymond Edman used to say "It's always too soon to quit,"3 ... 

3. V. Raymond Edman, The Disciples of Life (Minneapolis, MN: World Wide Publishers, 
1982), 141. 

p.205 

(The Treasures of Fanny Crosby by Fanny Crosby) Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. 
Copyright- Barbour Publishing, Inc., 2003. 

Fanny Crosby never complained about the hardships of life; she simply 
looked to Jesus. Her attitude is best summed up by a conversation she had 
with a minister. "Do you know," she said, "that if at birth I had been able to 
make one petition, it would have been that I be born blind?" "Why?" asked the 
pastor in surprise. "Because when I get to heaven," she responded, "the first 
face that shall ever gladden my sight will be that of my Savior!" 
p.5 
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( ~. 19 hjs, then, is the {amiJJ( line Qf Perez: Perez ~a~ th~ Cathfr Qf jjezron. 

T v. lJHezron the father of Ram. Ram the father of Amminadab . 

. 20Amminad he father of 

- ., 
L v. 21 Salmon the fath~r of Boaz. Boaz the father of Obed. 

l v. 2-;'obed the father of Jesse. and J esse the father of David. 

The NET Bible titles this last section : 

Epilogue: Obed in the Genealogy of David 

The NET Bible translates ver ses 18-22: 

These are the descendants of Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron, 

Hezron was the father of Ram, Ram was the father of Amminadab, 

Amminadab was the father of Nachshon, Nachshon was the father of 
Salm ah, 

Salmon was the father of Boaz, Boaz was the father of Obed, 

Obed was the father of Jesse, and Jesse was the father of David. 

Postcar<lisfl RcturP Nott>,.. Stu.!y# t Ruth 1.1 -22.doc 
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Peterson paraphrases verses 18-22: 

This is the family tree of Perez: Perez had Hezron, 

Hezron had Ram, Ram had Amminadab, 

Amminadab had N ahshon, N ahshon had Salmon, 

Salmon had Boaz, Boaz had Obed, 

Obed had Jesse, and Jesse had David. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this last section and then says: 

A surprising genealogy (4:18-21) 

Perez's family line provided documentation for God's providential care. 
The seemingly ordinary events in the Book of Ruth (e.g. , travels, marriages, 
deaths, harvesting, eating, sleeping, purchasing land) revealed the guiding 
activity of the sovereign God. 

4:18-20. Perez was the son of Judah through Tamar ... Hezron was 
among the family of Jacob that went to Egypt ... Ram is mentioned in 
1 Chronicles 2:9. Amminadab was the father-in-law of Aaron (Ex. 6:23). 
Nahshon was head of the house of Judah (Num. 1:7; 7:12; 10:14). 

4:21. Salmon was the father of Boaz. According to Matthew 1:5, 
Boaz's mother was Rahab, the Canaanite harlot from Jericho. However, Rahab 
lived in Joshua's time, about 250-300 years earlier. Probably, then, Rahab was 
Boaz's "mother" in the sense that she was his ancestress (cf. "our father 
Abraham," Rom. 4:12, which means "our ancestor Abraham"). 

Obed, Boaz and Ruth's son, became the father of Jesse, who became 
the father of David (1 Sam. 17:12) .... Jesus Christ's lineage, through Mary, 
is traced to David ... Christ is therefore called "the Son of David" .. . Christ 
will someday return to earth and will sit on the throne of David as the 
millennial King .. . 

In spite of all appearances to the contrary, the faithful God had been 
about His business on Ruth's behalf. Believers should also be about His 
business. The rewards of responsible living are always the sweet fruit of God's 
grace. 

Po,,.tcanls/LecturP :-J'ot~·s/Study# I Ruth 1.1 ·~~.doc 
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MacArthur says: 

4:18-22 Perez ... David. This representative genealogy, which spans 
nine centuries from Perez (c. 1885 B.C.) to David (c. 1040 B.C.), specifically 
names ten generations. The first five (Perez to Nashon) cover the patriarchal 
times to the Exodus and wilderness wanderings. Salmon to David covers 
Joshua's lifetime and the judges to the monarchy. This genealogical 
compression by omission does not signal faulty records, because in Jewish 
thinking "son" could mean "descendant" (cf. Matt. 1: 1). The purpose of a family 
record did not necessarily include every generation, but rather established 
incontestable succession by way of the more notable ancestors. 
pp. 297-8 

Phillips says: 

MAIN IDEA REVIEW: In the end God overcomes all obstacles to bring Naomi 
from emptiness to fullness, to bring Boaz from being a bachelor to being a 
happily married man, and to bring Ruth from being an alien widow to being 
the great-grandmother of Israel's greatest king! God's redemptive purposes will 
never be thwarted. 
p.353 
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CONCLUSION: 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 

LESSON #1: When Boaz makes a promise it's as good as done. He goes 
immediately to the gate to begin all the transactions to keep his word. 

LESSON #2: In God's perfect time, He orders the life of the nearer kinsman
redeemer to come through the gate right at the exact time. 

LESSON #3: Boaz acts with great patience in dealing with the nearer 
kinsman to allow him to have the first chance at redeeming the land 
and Ruth. 

LESSON #4: Boaz is transparent and honest when he says: "If you will redeem 
it, do so. But if you will not, tell me, so I will know. For no one has the 
right to do it except you, and I am next in line" (verse 4). 

LESSON #5: Boaz's response is beautiful when initially the nearer kinsman 
says "I will redeem it." Boaz says: "On the day you buy the land from 
Naomi and from Ruth the Moabitess, you acquire the dead man's widow, 
in order to maintain the name of the dead with his property" (verse 5). 

LESSON #6: Boaz is focused upon the blessings that can be Naomi's and 
Ruth's. The nearer kinsman is focused upon "I cannot .. . I might 
endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it" 
(verse 6). 

LESSON #7: Boaz takes action immediately before the elders and says: "Today 
you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the property of 
Elimelech, Kilian and Mahlon. I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, 
Mahlon's widow, as my wife" (verses 9 & 10). 

LESSON #8: God said it. I believe it. I will do it. And that settles it. 

Po;..tcar<l ... /Lectun· ~ot1•:-;/Study#1 l{uth 1:1-~2.doc 
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LESSON #9: The elders and citizens of Bethlehem are very enthusiastic about 
Boaz's proposal. 

LESSON #10: There are four special wishes that the people have for Boaz 
and Ruth: (1) "May the Lord make the woman who is coming into your 
home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of Israel"; 
(2) "May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem"; 
(3) "may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah"; 
and (4) "May he [the child] become famous throughout Israel!" (verses 
11. 12 & 14). 
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Baxter says: 

Thus, this story which begins with famine, death, and mourning, ends 
with fulness, new life, and rejoicing. Weeping has endured for a night, but joy 
has come with the morning. The sad beginning has given place to a sweet and 
beautiful ending. With a voice of gentle reassurance this precious little book of 
Ruth calls to us from the bygone, telling us that the love which "suffereth long 
and is kind" never fails of its reward in the end. 
p.40 

Davis says: 

It is very fitting that our story of the Judges period should end on this 
note. The story of Ruth is one of tragedy and triumph. What seemed like a 
hopeless situation turned out to be one in which the Lord was fully glorified 
and His purposes accomplished. The love of Boaz and Ruth along with their 
sensitiveness to the laws of Israel is refreshing in a time when those about 
them had abandoned the truth of Scripture. Among the rugged, dry 
barrenness of the Judges Period, the Book of Ruth is indeed a precious gem to 
behold. 
p. 170 

Kroll says: 

"When you've gone through tough times- the loss of your husband or the loss of 
a child or a job loss-and you don't understand, remember that the blessing of 
God comes when we're faithful and obedient to Him. Our part is to wait and 

trust." 
p.37 
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Lucado says: 

Now for the sake of a few idealistic souls who could assume only the best and 
think, I can hardly wait to live like this; this is gong to be fun! I want to bring 
you back ever so gently to reality. When you decide to live like Christ among 
the selfish and strong-willed, God will honor your decision, but ... you will 
encounter misunderstanding and mistreatment. You will be taken advantage 
of. However, don't make another wrong assumption by thinking that if you are 
going through tough times, you are off target. Not so. Doing what is right is 
never a stroll through a rose garden. Jesus' plan for living may be simple, but 
it is not easy ... 

No matter how painful it may be, let us trust Him to bring good from our 
living His way. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the model to follow-and you remember where 
He wound up! But think of all those who were once His enemies, now His 
friends. You and I would certainly be numbered among them. The force oflove 
is absolutely unconquerable. 

p. 38 

(from Simple Faith 
by Chuck Swindoll) 
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Parker says: 

Look at such portion of society as is open to our survey, and see how wonderful 
are the associations which have been made in life-the unexpected 
relationships, the strange coincidences, the marvellous creations of help, 
deliverance, and friendship culminating I the most practical affection. How 
are these people brought together? There was no plan in it on the huma n side; 
there was nothing on the human side but surprise; yet how the movement has 
proceeded, and how out of mysteries has happiness been consolidated! You 
heard a discourse, and it became the turning-point in your life; you listened to 
a prayer, and whilst it was arising to heaven you made solemn oath and vow 
that you would be better, and that vow has been redeemed: you went into a 
public assembly, and saw a face, and seeing of which has changed the whole 
course of your life. The providence of God is not an Old Testamen t story; it is 
the action of the day, the movement now circling around us,-the rustling of the 
leaves, the ploughing up of the land, the singing of the birds, the occurrences of 
home and abroad. Behold the hand of the living God, and in that hand put 
your trust. The most mysterious action of this providence was the bringing-in 
of the Gentiles. A new thing has been wrought in Israel: a Moabitess is 
numbered among the chosen children. Now that we read the story backwards 
we see the meaning of it all. Reading it as the facts occurred, the reading was 
often rough and most difficult. How true it is that we must wait to the end to 
see the real meaning of the beginning! When God's way is finished, God's way 
will be clear. We ought to take an interest in the introduction of Ruth into the 
sacred lineage, because she was the first-fruits of the people to whom we 
belong. She was a heathen woman, an outsider, a Gentile, and we belonged 
once to that outlawed class. Mean it is of us to say we do not take any interest 
in the conversion of distant nations, when we ourselves wer e once a distant 
nation, and have been converted to the faith and crown of Christ. We are not 
t rue to our own history, or grateful for our own deliverance, in the degree in 
which we are indifferent to the conversion of those who a re afar off. Ruth was 
our first-fruits; Ruth was our kinswoman in the larger sense. Blessed be God 
for the introduction of our sister into Israel. She was in the direct line of the 
Son of God. The Gentile woman became a progenitor of God's own Christ. A 
strange genealogy! Having perused it line by line we know what it is :-the 
great king, the unknown man, the harlot, the Gentile Ruth,-they all stand 
there, a symbolic humanity, so that when the Son of God comes, he comes not 
in one direction alone, not as born of the J ew only, but of a line of kings; in him 
all men are gathered up-the mightiest , the weakest, the wanderer, the 
homeless. Verily this Man was the Son of God-the Incarnate Deity! 
pp . 212-13 
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Phillips says: 

PRINCIPLES 

• God sometimes delights in using the frail and the unexpected to 
accomplish his purposes and show his love. 

• God uses people who have the right priorities and who stand for 
principle in an age of moral relativism. 

• God does not always make our paths easy, but he does make them 
"straight" (Prov. 3:5-6). 

• Like Boaz, God wants us to do things properly but shrewdly (Matt. 
10:16). 

• When believers feel God has abandoned them (Naomi's attitude in 
Ruth 1), he remains intimately involved in the details of their lives 
(Naomi's recognition in Ruth 4). 

• There are times when God operates in our lives on a "need to know" 
basis, and we don't always need to know, only to trust and obey. 

APPLICATIONS 

• Follow the example set throughout the Book of Ruth: "pray 
continually" (1 Thess. 5:17). 

• Be faithful; God is (2 Tim. 2:13)! 
• Trust the Lord; he has bigger plans for the investment of your life 

than you do. 
• Be careful of your testimony, you have an audience (Phil. 4:5; 1 Cor. 

11:10; Heb. 12:2)! 
pp. 354-5 

(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by David Jeremiah) 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- David Jeremiah, 2007. 

Husbands and wives have the non-optional responsibility before God to 
encourage each other. While scores of marriage books offer good ideas about 
how to be an encourager, I believe Peter's words have never been equaled. 
I paraphrase his words for marriage partners this way: "Husbands and wives, 
dwell with each other with understanding, giving honor to ach other as heirs 
together of the grace of life" (1 Peter 3:7). I don't know of anything more 
encouraging than being understood and treated with honor. 
p. 145 
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(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by David Jeremiah) 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- David Jeremiah, 260'7. 

Submitting to each other , serving each other , sharing in each other's ~ 
deepest and innermost thoughts, dreams, fears, and joys- these behaviors are · r 
evidence of understanding and honor. While the ways these priorities are lived 
out will be as infinite and varied as marriages are, the result will always be the 
same: encouragement. 
p. 146 

(The Beautiful Fight: Surrendering to the Transforming Presence of God Every 
Day of Your Life by Gary Thomas) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
Copyright- Gary L, Thomas,. 2007, -
Father, forgive me for ever thinking that my hands are my own or that 

my feet are servants to do my bidding. Make them holy instruments, willing 
apostles, of your kingdom work. Help me, Lord, to experience what your servant 
Paul wrote about when he said that your energy worked so powerfully in him. 
I no longer want to work for you, Father: I want to work with you, I want the 
power of the risen Christ to lift me above my limitations and set me free to 
glorify your name above and beyond all I can think or imagine. Lord, take my 
hands, take my feet, and make them yours. Sanctify them for your service. 
In Jesus ' name. Amen. 
p . 137 

Postcanb/Lecture :-.Jotes/Studv# I Huth 1:1·2~.dcH" 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

88 

Fenelon: elected Writin s -The Classics of Western S iritualit Edited and 
nslated by Chad Helms) Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press. Copyright

Chad Helms, 2006. 

Moreover, it is so necessary to sacrifice to God your ego, of which we 
have already spoken so often, that you no longer seek it either for your 
reputation or for the reassurance that it gives you in witnessing your own good 
qualities and good intentions. You must die to all of this without any 
reservation and not even keep your virtue, in that it relates to you. This is not 
an absolute obligation for all Christians, but I believe that it is the perfection of 
a soul that God has prepared as much as he has your own by his mercies. 

You must be prepared to be scorned, hated, slandered, and condemned 
by others. You must be prepared to find in yourself only confusion and 
condemnation in order to sacrifice yourself, without any leniency, to the 
sovereign kingdom of God, who disposes of his creatures according to his good 
pleasure. This is a hard saying to whomever desires to live in himself and 
content himself with his own virtue, but this saying is pleasant and consoling 
for a soul who loves God so much that she would, on her own, give up loving 
herself1 9 

ou will see one day how great the friendship is of those who are so 
disposed. Their heart is immense because it shares in the immensity of God, 
who possesses them. Those who enter into the ways of pure love, in spite of 
their natural inclination toward being harsh and curt, are always growing and 
opening themselves more and more. Finally, God gives them a heart similar to 
his own, and a mother's bosom for all whom he unites to them. Thus real and 
pure piety, far from making us hard or indifferent, actually draws us away 
from indifference, from coldness, from the harshness of self-love that wraps 
itself up in itself in order to center everything on itself. 
p. 174 
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