BIBLICAL POSTCARDS
Ruth, Philemon & Jude

Study Number Four — Ruth 4:1-22

Father, thank You. It’s such joy to be with You and to read
and study Your Word. You've been so faithful to us and we
thank You. Thank You now for the opportunity to conclude
this wonderful book that’ll never be the same because of our
journey together. I ask that You’ll use this study as a fitting
conclusion. Something that will be a truth that we’ll savor and
think about often. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

We're getting ready for a wedding in chapter 4.

We've talked about providence and we're going to do it again.
It’s very clear in the book of Philemon as it is very clear in this
study.

We've called it “God Behind the Scenes Causing and Making
Things Happen.”

How sensitive are you to God’s daily prompting?

If you're spending quality time with Him, then you're
sensitive in the morning because you pray—you talk to Him.
You're aware that you're on assignment for Him. So that every
telephone call, every encounter, there can be a divine
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prompting as to how you should act and control and do in
those circumstances.

Here’s a little story to illustrate my point.
A Divine Prompting

I made my pastoral calls in the county hospital and walked
back to my car in the parking lot. Just as I reached out to the
car door to get inside, I heard, “Go see Bob.” Bob was a retired
fireman, seriously 1ll with heart problems and confined to a
bed because of his ailment. He had recently made a decision to
accept Christ and was making wonderful spiritual progress. I
took what I heard to be the prompting of the Holy Spirit, but I
protested, saying, “I was there not long ago. It’s not time yet té
go back again.” The prompting persisted, so I got into the car,
pulled out of the lot, and headed for Bob’s place. It was just a
few minutes away, up a rural road winding through beautiful,
northern California hills.

I came to Bob’s house, pulled into the driveway, and looked
over to the big front window of the living room where Bob
usually lay in a hospital bed.

Bob was lying there, but he looked different. I thought to
myself, “He looks dead.” I hurried to the front door and
knocked. Evelyn, his wife, came to the door breathless and
distraught. “Oh, I'm so glad you’re here. Bob just died a few
minutes ago!”



We sat together in the kitchen, not saying too much to each
other as the man from the funeral home did his work in the
other room, getting ready to remove my friend from the home.
Quietly, when the time was right, I read from the Scripture,

and Evelyn and I prayed seeking God in the loss of her
husband.

I've thought back many times to that afternoon, and I am so
glad that I followed the leading of the Spirit. I got there just
as someone needed me most.

Submitted by Ted DeHass, Bedford, Iowa

© 2010 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International

(PreachingToday.com)

You can’t go through the book of Esther and the book of Ruth
without believing that God is orchestrating circumstances for
His purpose. It’s all over it and i1t’'ll be all over our next study
so you'll see it again.

The Spirit of God wants to be uppermost in your mind and
your thoughts so that He can control where you go and what

you do. He will use you in such special ways.

While you're watching divine prompting in the midst of this
study, just realize that He wants to prompt you too.

Back in chapter 3 we read.:

Ruth 3:1




One day Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter,
should I not find a home for you, where you will be well
provided for?

We were amazed because Naomi’s been nothing but selfish
and critical of God in everything that she’s been going through
until chapter 3 opens and now she’s concerned about Ruth and
about finding a home for her. In fact she’s has a plan.

This 1s divine prompting and Naomi, led by the Spirit of God
1n obedience to Ruth, told her what she needed to do—Go
down to the threshing floor.

We read in chapter 3 verse 5:

Ruth 3:5

Ruth replied to Naomi, “I will do everything you have told me
to do.”

Remember she went down to the threshing floor. She secured
a promise from Boaz, even though there was a nearer
Kinsman-Redeemer and he would function in that way if it
was God’s plan and purpose for the other guy to turn it down.

It’s still all uncertain. The last thing we read at the end of
chapter 3 and verse 18 was:

Ruth 3:18




Then Naomi said, “Wait, my daughter, until you find out what
happens. For the man will not rest until the matter is settled
today.”

So everything i1s waiting. The sun has now risen and the day
has begun.

What is God going to do in this situation?
Here’s an illustration from Our Daily Bread:

I've also struggled to understand a statement I heard
when I was a young Christian: “God can’t steer a parked car.”
I took that as a challenge to shift my life into motion, and
along the way God would guide me in the right direction. It’s
an interesting thought, but it’s not always the way God works'’
Occasionally, God does want us to “stay parked” for a while.

(From Our Daily Bread, Saturday, February 20, year
unknown)

There she 1s parked for a while. She doesn’t know what’s going
on at the city gate. She has no way of communicating with
Boaz other than the promise that he’s going to do it.

And then she says:
You may feel that you're stuck and just spinning your

wheels in your service for God. But keep your heart open to
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God’s leading. Then you’ll be ready to shift gears when you
hear God say, “Let’s go this way.” — Cindy Hess Kasper
Praying, resting, waiting, trusting—
These are words that tell a story;
As we wait for God to lead us,
He responds, “Just seek My glory.” — Hess

(From Our Daily Bread, Saturday, February 20, year
unknown)

Here she is, called upon to wait and to serve.

(In God We Still Trust by Dr. Richard G. Lee)

A FIREMAN’S PRAYER

When I am called to duty, God,
Wherever flame may rage,

Give me the strength to save some life,
Whatever be its age.

Help me embrace a little child
Before it is too late,

Or save an older person from
The horror of that fate.

Enable me to be alert

And hear the weakest shout,
And quickly and efficiently
To put the fire out.



I want to fill my calling and
To give the best in me,

To guard my every neighbor
And protect his property.

And if according to my fate,

I am to lose my life,

Please bless with Your protecting hand
My children and my wife.

Author Unknown
p. 70

Sacrificial servanthood—that’s the character and the quality
that we have seen in Boaz. The last words when they fell
asleep were:

“As surely as the Lord lives,”—it was a promise, a
commitment—-“I will do 1t.”—I will be your kinsman-
redeemer—"“Lie here until morning.”

Carol Kent had a most difficult tragedy in her life but she
dedicates her book on that story called A New Kind of Normal:
This dedication really speaks of the kind of person Boaz was:

(A New Kind of Normal: Hope-Filled Choices When Life Turns
Upside Down by Carol Kent)

This book is dedicated to people
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WHO ARE LIVING IN THEIR OWN
“NEW KIND OF NORMAL.”

THEY HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT
UNEXPECTED CIRCUMSTANCES MEAN
LIFE WILL NEVER BE THE SAME AS IT ONCE WAS.

INSTEAD OF RUNNING AWAY OR WITHDRAWING
TO A PRISON OF THEIR OWN MAKING,
THEY CHOOSE TO EMBRACE THE NEW

OPPORTUNITIES AND UNEXPECTED JOYS

THAT CAN ONLY BE KNOWN BY THOSE WHO SAY:

I will survive.
I will persevere.

T will be vulnerable.

I will forgive.
T will trust.
I will hold those I love with open hands.
T will be thankful.
I will choose purposeful action.
[It’s to you I salute!]
p. 111

That’s the kind of person that you're seeing in Boaz.
Listen to F. B. Meyer:
“Don’t waste your time waiting and longing for large

opportunities which may never come. But faithfully handle
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the little things that are always claiming your attention.”
(source unknown)

In other words, be daily faithful.
The remaining 22 verses are such a delight and a joy.

v. 1 Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat
there. When the kinsman-redeemer he had
mentioned came along, Boaz said, “Come over here,
my friend, and sit down.” So he went over and sat
down.

“Meanwhile”—that 1s after Ruth took her 60-80 pounds of
grain and went back home to Naomi and was given the full
report.

“Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat there.”

The town gate was like the major exchange in a freeway. If
you were planning on meeting anybody you would probably
meet them in the rush hour. Everybody goes through the main
gate—social interaction, onto their fields and to their work.

The city gate was where it happened. Whenever there were
legal matters that had to be cared for, they all took place at
the city gate.

Now how 1s God going to orchestrate all of this promise that
Boaz has made as he went up to the city gate?
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Would you believe 1t? The timing is perfect for another “God-
thing.”

“When the kinsman-redeemer”—his name is never
mentioned—“he had mentioned came along, Boaz said, ‘Come
over here, my friend, and sit down.” So he went over and sat
down.”

There are several things. To ask the guy to come over and sit
down and for him to respond puts Boaz in a pretty prestigious
position that he can ask for something and he gets a response:
The other thing is he calls him “my friend.”

This only verifies that Boaz is willing to drop out of the
running to become Ruth’s Kinsman-Redeemer if this guy
wants to do it. It’s Ruth and Ruth’s happiness and her
fulfillment and her security that’s the most important thing,
not what he desires.

“[And] So he went over and sat down.”

Now if you took just the words from the book of Ruth and tried
to draw a flesh-picture of Boaz:

1. he would be DILIGENT (Ruth 2:1),
2.  he would be FRIENDLY (Ruth 2:4),

3. he would be MERCIFUL (Ruth 2:7),
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4. he would be GODLY (Ruth 2:12),

5. he would be ENCOURAGING (Ruth 2:12),
6. he would be GENEROUS (Ruth 2:15),

7. he would be KIND (Ruth 2:20),

8. he would be DISCREET in the way he handled Ruth
(Ruth 3:14), and

9. he would be FAITHFUL (Ruth 4:1).

Where do you see him? As soon as the sun rises, he’s at the
city gate eager to get this thing taken care of. That’s exactly
what Naomi said about him: “[he] will not rest until this
matter 1is settled today.”

You just wait here and it’s all going to be taken care of.

Bill Hybels in his book on leadership says:

(Axiom: Powerful Leadership Proverbs by Bill Hybels)

Promptness is about character, and leaders are not beyond the
rules that govern things like courtesy and character.

p. 200

Just watch how he acts i1n what we would consider a
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competitive environment where you don’t get too close so we
don’t get hurt. Instead he moves forward in love and
motivation and unselfishness. It’s beautiful to behold in
manhood especially.

v. 2 Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said,
“Sit here,” and they did so.

“Boaz took ten of the elders of the town”

He’s part of the upper echelon of the city and he’s just picking
them off one at a time as they’re coming through the gate. He
said, “Hey I have a little legal matter that has to be taken care
of and we have to have some witnesses and we’re going to hold
a little court here.”

Ten i1s not a magic number. They could have less than that to
transact business. But in this case, there are ten of them that
come through.

“and [he] said, ‘Sit here,” and they did so.”
Kinsman-Redeemer right to your seat. Ten other guys that areé
a part of the city council in your seat. Man court is in session.

They serve in this legal transaction.

Oswald Chambers says it so beautiful:

(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)
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Every element of our own self-reliance must be put to death
by the power of God. The moment we recognize our complete
weakness and our dependence upon Him will be the very
moment that the Spirit of God will exhibit His power.

(May 5)

You're seeing now in these verses that come before us.
Court’s in session.

v. 3 Then he said to the kinsman-redeemer, “Naomi,
who has come back from Moab, is selling the piece
of land that belonged to our brother Elimelech.

“Then he said to the kinsman-redeemer,”—in front of the
other guys—“Naomi, who has come back from Moab, 1s selling
the piece of land that belonged to our brother Elimelech.”

Can you feel the emotions going on in Boaz as he is in this
situation? He’ll soon know his destiny. He’ll soon know
whether he is going to be planning a wedding or crying his
eyes out somewhere over the love and affection that he has for
her?

In American Soldier, General Tommy Franks has this to say—
Boaz is living by this:

(American Soldier by General Tommy Franks with Malcolm
McConnell)
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In war, 1t 1s necessary that commanders be able to delay their
emotions until they can afford them.
p. 99

It’s like sometime you have to grit your teeth and bow your
neck and not smile. You have to keep your game-face on.

Notice verse 4. He’s protecting his territory. He loves Ruth
and 1s committed to her.

v. 4 I thought I should bring the matter to your
attention and suggest that you buy it in the
presence of these seated here and in the presence
of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, do
so. But if you will not, tell me, so I will know. For né
one has the right to do it except you, and I am next
in line.” “I will redeem it,” he said.

“I thought I should bring the matter to your attention and
suggest that you buy it in the presence of these seated here’—
now he leaves Ruth out of it.

“buy it"—the land—"... in the presence of the elders of my
people. If you will redeem 1t, do so. But if you will not, tell me,
so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you,
and I am next in line.” ‘T will redeem 1t,” he said.”

Four words that crush and kill. Just another real estate deal?
He wanted to add to his holdings with no thought of anything
else.
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“I will redeem 1t.”

Now how do you think Boaz is going to take that blow? That
has to be tough. He has a plan.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon said it well:

(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon)

To walk in the truth, imports a life of integrity, holiness,
faithfulness, and simplicity—the natural product of those
principles of truth which the gospel teaches, and which the
Spirit of God enables us to receive. We may judge of the
secrets of the soul by their manifestation in the man’s
conversation. Be it ours to-day, O gracious Spirit, to be ruled
and governed by Thy divine authority, so that nothing false or
sinful may reign in our hearts, lest it extend its malignant
influence to our daily walk among men.

p. 666

He 1s sensitive to the Spirit of God. At this point, those four
little words have given him an aching heart but he cannot

express his emotions because it’s too critical.

What does it tell you about him as a person? It tells you that
he’s a meek man. He has to be under control.

Somebody said:
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“Meekness 1s strength under control.”
(source unknown)

David Jeremiah says:

(Turning Points: Moments of Decision in the Presence of God
by David Jeremiah)

George Washington Carver, the scientist who developed
hundreds of useful products from the peanut, said, “When I
was young, I said to God, ‘God, tell me the mystery of the
universe.” But God answered, ‘That knowledge is reserved for
Me alone.” So I said, ‘God, tell me the mystery of the peanut.’
Then God said, ‘Well, George, that’s more nearly your size.’
And He told me.”

Meekness 1s having a patient and humble outlook on life.
Meekness 1s being mild of temper, not easily provoked or
1rritated; patient under injuries, not vain, haughty, or
resentful; forbearing; submissive.

This character trait seems like a tall order and hardly
applicable to daily life. Meekness is truly hard work; it’s being
strong enough to be gentle in whatever situation you are
placed.

p. 146

He 1s completely under control.

The thought in his heart he would likely be to turn and run

away from the city gate rather than face up to all the

complications of it. He’s staying right there. Watch what he
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does.

v. 5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the land from
Naomi and from Ruth the Moabitess, you acquire
the dead man’s widow, in order to maintain the
name of the dead with his property.”

“Then Boaz said, ‘On the day’— this is the fine print of the
contract.

“Then Boaz said, ‘On the day you buy the land from Naomi
and from Ruth the Moabitess,”—she’s involved 1n this too—
“you acquire the dead man’s widow, in order to maintain the
name of the dead with his property.”

Don’t you admire him? Unshaken and unnerved he just says
there are some other things that go along with this purchase.
You're not just getting some real estate. You have to act as a
Kinsman-Redeemer in having a child to perpetuate the
memory of Elimelech.

When that child grows up, he will also inherit this land back
again as part of the Kinsman-Redeemer. He’s losing
everything in this situation and he has to make it clear to the
guy before he goes any further.

Duguid puts it this way:
“Oh, by the way,” Boaz was saying. “One more thing: When

you acquire the field, along with it comes Ruth the Moabitess,
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the widow of the dead man whose field it was. You must
marry her in order to raise up a child for the dead man, a child
who will inherit the field when he grows up.”

(source unknown)

Now there’s the fine print!

There 1s so much difference between this businessman that’s
going to speak here in verse 6 and Boaz. How many times do
you see I, me, my and myself? We get so selfish and it’s all
wrapped up in us. Boaz is only concerned for Ruth in the
Kinsman-Redeemer.

v. 6 At this, the kinsman-redeemer said, “Then I cannot
redeem it because I might endanger my own estate.
You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it.”

“At this, the kinsman-redeemer said, ‘Then I cannot redeem 1t
because I might endanger my own estate. You redeem it
yourself. I cannot do 1t.”

Now that probably was legitimate. Obviously Boaz is not
married. He’s probably a 50-something year old bachelor and
so his estate is far more simple than this one. Obviously this
Kinsman-Redeemer 1s married, has a family and an estate
and plans and wills already drawn up. He’s just thinking of
what a disaster it would be to bring a foreigner into his estate
and complicate the inheritance to his children with all of that.
He just doesn’t want to mess with it.
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And so yes, selfishness is at the root of the decision but there’s
also an awful lot of complications for him in doing that
because of his situation as opposed to the other.

As believers, sometimes we wonder what we’re signed up for
and what’s going to happen. Certainly the nearer Kinsman-
Redeemer is feeling the same.

Verse 7 1s only an explanation for you to understand the
culture and what goes on and how they do it.

v. 7 (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption
and transfer of property to become final, one party
took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This
was the method of legalizing transactions in Israel.)

“(Now 1n earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and
transfer of property’—which these 10 guys are all holding
court and witnessing—"“to become final, one party took off his
sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of
legalizing transactions in Israel.)”

“Just take off your shoe and give it to me and the transaction
1s sealed.”

v. 8 So the kinsman-redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it
yourself.” And he removed his sandal.

“So the kinsman-redeemer said to Boaz, ‘Buy it yourself.” And
he removed his sandal.”
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Now this man has been quick to make decisions 1sn’t he?
Earlier he said “T'll buy 1it!”

Now, “No I won’t buy it, you can have it!”

Wisdom 1is on the side of taking time when you’re making big
decisions. If you're going to let the Spirit of God lead you and
guide you, you can’t come off making fast, quick, off the top of
your head decisions and expect that God’s going to bless it and
that He 1s orchestrating that.

If you’ll just be still and know that He’s God and you wait
quietly before Him, He’s going to say to you, “This is the way [
want you to go. Walk ye in it. You might not understand it
right now but do what I say.”

“The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn,
shining ever brighter till the full light of day.” (Proverbs 4:18)

And he will.

This guy is never going to know that. He is going to leave the
pages of divine scripture and never return and we’ll never
know his name. He’s just a “nearer kinsman-redeemer” in the
whole thing.

Does God know what He’s doing? Does He ever!
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v. 9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the
people, “Today you are witnesses that I have
bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelech,
Kilion and Mahlon.

“Then Boaz announced to the elders”

A lot of them already knew Naomi and they knew that there
had to be something going on with regard to Boaz and Ruth
and Naomi because they knew Kinsman-Redeemer law.

Would their hero, this big citizen in town, actually humble
himself to take a foreign maiden into his life and act as a
Kinsman-Redeemer? You better believe it! It’s going to
happen!

So they’ve gathered:

“Today you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomai all
the property of Elimelech, Kilion and Mahlon.”—those are the
two boys.

God said 1t, I believed it, I'll do 1t, and that settles 1t! It’s a
clean transaction.

“Today you are witnesses’™—and 1n verse 11 they're going to

say, “We are witnesses. We're with you all the way in this
deal.”

Listen to John A. Makay:
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(365 Davs of Hope: Encouragement for Those Facing lLoss,

Pain, and Disappointment by Joni Eareckson Tada and Dave
& Jan Dravecky)

Redemptive love, that which the New Testament calls agape,
1s marked by a passionate and tender concern for the needs—
physical as well as spiritual—of other people. This love, which
1s the gift of Jesus Christ and is the manifestation of his
Spirit, invades human selfishness with a power that wins self-
centered men and women, as persons and in groups, to find a
new center for their lives in the love and life of God. No other
faith but Christianity has either magnified or practiced this
love, and the church has practiced it all too little.

—dJohn A. Makay

(December 21)

And Chambers would agree:

(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)

Quit praying about yourself and spend your life for the sake of
others as the bondservant of Jesus. That is the true meaning

of being broken bread and poured-out wine in real life.
(July 15)

v. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon’s
widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of

the dead with his property, so that his name will
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not disappear from among his family or from the
town records. Today you are witnesses!”

“I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon’s widow,”

That’s the first time we know which one of the boys was
married to Ruth. It was Ruth and Orpah and Mahlon and
Kilion. It turned out that Mahlon happened to be Ruth’s

husband and Kilion was Orpah’s.

“Moabitess, Mahlon’s widow as my wife,”—now PURPOSE—
“In order to maintain the name of the dead with his property,
so that his name will not disappear from among his family or
from the town records. Today you are witnesses!”

Now it’s completely laid out as to what’s going to be done by
this man who’s next in line to be the Kinsman-Redeemer.
Boaz has a perfect plan.

v. 11 Then the elders and all those at the gate said, “We
are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who
is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah,
who together built up the house of Israel. May you
have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in
Bethlehem.

“Then the elders and all those at the gate said, ‘We are

witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who i1s coming into

your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the

house of Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and be
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famous in Bethlehem.”

Remember what I told you about the little word “May”? It’s
the prayers. There are three prayer wishes here for Ruth and
Boaz.

The first one is very interesting. “May [she] who 1s coming inte
your home be like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the
house of Israel.”

Now, you say why Rachel and Leah? Rachel was infertile.

Ruth is too, after 10 years of marriage to Mahlon without any
children.

Where did Rachel die? She was in Bethlehem so her grave is
right there in the city. There was one biblical person in
Israel’s history that they would know. That’s Rachel.

When you put those two things together, those two girls with
their two handmaids, Bilhah and Zilpah, were responsible for
the 12 tribes of Israel. That’s all they're saying.

May your relationship to Ruth be just as prolific! May you
become famous and may you build the house of Israel!

They’re going to do that beautifully as you're going to see in
just a few minutes.

“May your standing in Ephrathah”—that’s another name for
Bethlehem.

24



Famous in Ephrathah.

The next illustration’s a little harder and it’s going to test you
a little bit.

v. 12 Through the offspring the Lord gives you by this
young woman, may your family be like that of
Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.”

“Through the offspring the Lord gives you by this young
woman, —here comes the next prayer—“may your family be
like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.”

Do you remember in Genesis 37, you're down in Egypt with
Joseph and he’s still incarcerated? Then there’s Genesis 38.
It’s completely different.

It’s Judah, the fourth-born son. He marries a Canaanitish
woman. After he married her, they had three little boys. They
had:

1. Er,

2. Onan and

3. Shelah.

Now Er was wicked in some way. We don’t know. The Lord

took him home.
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Onan refused to be the Kinsman-Redeemer to Tamar and God
took him home.

Judah told Tamar that when Shelah is old enough he would
call her at her parents’ home and fulfill the Kinsman-
Redeemer. It was a promise.

But Judah in his heart was scared to death that what
happened to the other two boys with Tamar would happen to
Shelah as well. He would be without a son to inherit and to
take on his generation. So he didn’t do it.

Tamar finally figured out that he wasn’t going to do it because
Shelah was old enough to be married and she didn’t hear
anything from him. So she planned a little trip.

She went to a sheep shearing deal and played like she was a
prostitute along the side of the road and Judah just happened
to walk by. You have an older man and a young woman, just
like Ruth and, and he propositions her. When he does that,
she says “Give me something for this.” Basically he gave his
staff and his seal, which was his mark or signature, and she
got pregnant.

When she got pregnant, listen to what the scripture says:

Genesis 38:11 (NLT)

Then Judah told Tamar, his daughter-in-law, not to marry
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again...
That’s the return to the parents’ home.

Then we read in:

Genesis 38:24 (NLT)

About three months later, word reached Judah that Tamar,
his daughter-in-law, was pregnant as a result of prostitution.

It skipped a generation just like Ruth and Boaz.
Then here’s the rest of the story:

Genesis 38:27-30

In due season the time of Tamar’s delivery arrived, and she
had twin boys. As they were being born, one of them reached
out his hand, and the midwife tied a scarlet thread around his
wrist of the child who appeared first, saying, “This one came
out first.” But then he drew back his hand, and the other baby
was actually the first to be born. “What!” the midwife
exclaimed. “How did you break out first?” And ever after that,
he was called Perez. Then the baby with the scarlet thread on
the wrist was born, and he was called Zerah.

Like Perez, break out first! Have a child or build a house and
build a family.
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There are common parallels to what’s happening here with
Ruth and Boaz.

How can God use people like that? Instead of saying that ask,
how can God use sinners like us?

Eugene Peterson says it well:

(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by
Eugene H. Peterson)

Four names in the list are a surprise: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth,
and ... (Bathsheba). Each of these names represents a person
who was exploited, or downtrodden, or an outsider—the
misused, the immoral, the foreign. Jesus’s genealogy doesn’t
prove racial or moral purity, but [redemption]. God’s salvation
work 1s 1inclusive, not exclusive.

p. 3

And then he prays this prayer:

(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by
Eugene H. Peterson)

Do I have enough confidence, Lord, in your inventive and
incorporative will, to believe that you will use unattractive,
immoral, and unlovely people as well as the glamorous and
virtuous and admirable? That is hard to believe, but the
evidence is impressive. Help my unbelief. Amen.

p. 3
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Be careful about how you judge because all four of those
women are in the sacred line of Jesus Christ. You'll see it
unfold here as we go along.

And I hope somehow that as a church, the body of Christ, we
can realize we aren’t in control. But God is really among us
and God 1s doing some really neat stuff. The more we look to
Him and become aware of it, the more joyful we’re going to
become.

v. 13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Then
he went to her, and the Lord enabled her to
conceive, and she gave birth to a son.

“Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Then he went to
her,”—they had physical relations—“and the Lord enabled he?
to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.”

God’s in the middle of all of it—the marriage and the contract.

Everything has worked out and now we have the public
testimony:

1. “Boaz took Ruth,”
2. “she became his wife,”
3. “he went to her,”

4. “the Lord enabled her to conceive” and
29



5. “she gave birth to a son.”
What a testimony!

He’s waited. All of it’s come about and God has been so
gracious and so good. We see His fingerprints all over it.

v. 14 The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the Lord,
who this day has not left you without a kinsman-
redeemer. May he become famous throughout
Israel!

“The women said to Naomai: ‘Praise be to the Lord, who this
day has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer.”

Then here comes that third prayer:

“May he become famous throughout Israel!”

The elders at the gate are witnesses and then three prayers:

1. “May the Lord make the woman who is coming into your
home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of

Israel.”

2. “May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in
Bethlehem.”

3. “may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore
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to Judah.”

“Praise be to the Lord, who this day” has done just exactly
what He has promised He would do.

Spurgeon said:

(The Pastor In Praver: A Collection of the Sunday Morning
Prayers of C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)

Thou art good when you give, and you art good when you
takest away. You art good when the night gathers heavy
about us. You art good when the sun shines and gladdens our
pathway. You art always good and do good, and blessed be the
name of the Lord from the rising of the sun to the going down
thereof, and through the night watches let His praise still be
celebrated.

p. 19 (paraphrased)

v. 15 He will renew your life and sustain you in your
old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you

and who is better to you than seven sons, has given
him birth.”

“He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age.”
Isn’t that wonderful?
“For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to

you than seven sons, has given him birth.”
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“You see, you just lost two boys but this daughter-in-law that’s
been replaced is better than having seven of them,” they're
saying to her. Positive affirmation and confidence:

“He will renew your life and [He will] sustain you in your old

b

age.
We read in The Loveliness of Christ by Samuel Rutherford:

(The Loveliness Of Christ: Extracts from the Letters of
Samuel Rutherford selected by Ellen S. Lister)

Among many marks that we are on the journey, and
under sail towards heaven, this is one, when the love of God sé
[fills] our hearts that we forget to love and care too much for
the having and wanting of other things; as one extreme heat
[burns] out another.

p. 78

The closer you get to the goal, the happier you ought to be.
The more excited we ought to be because we've been here long
enough. We have a bunch of them already there as a
welcoming committee when we get over on the other side—
besides being with the Lord Jesus.

(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by
Eugene H. Peterson)

Create a contentment in me, God, with the circumstances of my
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life. It is so inwardly destructive to be always wishing I were in
a different situation or involved in other relationships. Show
me how to do the best in love and faith right where I am.

Amen.
p. 162

So what does Naomi do?

v. 16 Then Naomi took the child, laid him in her lap and
cared for him.

“Then Naomai took the child, laid him in her lap and cared for
him.”

Ruth probably had to ask for permission because she adored
that little boy and couldn’t believe all this was happening.

I’d never heard of the women in the town naming the baby but
that’s what happens here.

v. 17 The women living there said, “Naomi has a son.”
And they named him Obed. He was the father of
Jesse, the father of David.

“The women living there said, ‘Naomi has a son.” And they
named him Obed.”

“Obed” means, “servant of God.” They could see him
functioning in this incredible thing that had happened in their
presence.
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Look at the rest of it:
“He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.”

Twenty-six generations later, the father of Jesus Christ, the
Messiah.

It’s hard not to realize that God has been involved in this book
and what we have learned together.

We've watched Boaz, we've watched Ruth, we've watched
Naomi go through all kinds of difficult hardships. At times we
were embarrassed by the words they said in their bitterness,
hurt and pain. When all is said and done, we end the book
with one of the most beautiful genealogies there is in any of
the scripture—verse 18.

v. 18 This, then, is the family line of Perez: Perez was
the father of Hezron,

“This, then, 1s the family line of Perez:”
Tamar’s first-born son Perez to Judah.

“Perez was the father of Hezron,”

v. 19 Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of
Amminadab,
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“Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab,”

v. 20 Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the
father of Salmon,

“Ammainadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of
Salmon,”

Remember when Rahab the prostitute was saved and her
whole family was spared in Jericho? It was with the promise
that they would be saved. Right after that, Rahab left
prostitution and met a young Jewish boy by the name of
Salmon and they had a little boy named Boaz. And there’s the
beginning of the story.

v. 21 Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the father of
Obed,

“Salmon the father of Boaz, and Boaz the father of Obed,”

v. 22 Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of
David.

“Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David.”

There are generations and names that are continuing the
generation that are not included here. These are just the main
ones because you have to move somewhere between 500 and
600 years in order to get from where we started with Perez to
get down to King David.
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It’s truly accurate, generation wise. When you have
generations many times you don’t have the complete inclusion
of every name that’s involved in it.

Phillips summarizes this book by saying:

In the end God overcomes all [the] obstacles to bring Naomi
from emptiness to fullness, to bring Boaz from being a bachelor
to being a happily married man, and to bring Ruth from being
an alien widow to being the great-grandmother of Israel’s
greatest king! God's redemptive purposes will never be
thwarted.

(source unknown)

Here are a couple of things in closing:

(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by
David Jeremiah)

Submitting to each other, serving each other, sharing in
each other’s deepest and innermost thoughts, dreams, fears,
and joys—these behaviors are evidence of understanding and
honor. While the ways these priorities are lived out will be as
infinite and varied as marriages are, the result will always be

the same: encouragement.
p. 146

Gary Thomas says:
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(The Beautiful Fight: Surrendering to the Transforming
Presence of God Every Day of Your Life by Gary Thomas)

Father, forgive me for ever thinking that my hands are my
own or that my feet are servants to do my bidding. Make them
holy instruments, willing apostles, of your kingdom work. Help
me, Lord, to experience what your servant Paul wrote about
when he said that your energy worked so powerfully in him. 1
no longer want to work for you, Father: I want to work with
you. I want the power of the risen Christ to lift me above my
limitations and set me free to glorify your name above and
beyond all I can think or imagine. Lord, take my hands, take
my feet, and make them yours. Sanctify them for your service.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

p. 137

Father we each do that. We started by knowing that You
prompt us when we’re quiet. That still, small voice says “This
1s the way, walk ye in it. When you turn to the right and when
you turn to the left.” Your Word also promises that when we
trust in You and lean not on our own understanding and we
acknowledge You, You're going to make our paths straight.
Lord we want that. All of us are short-timers. We don’t have a
whole lot of ground time left. We pray that You will cause us
with a sense of urgency to snatch as many as we can from hell
itself by sharing the Gospel of Christ by our life, our prayers,
our witness, and our involvement in ways to help them come
to the Savior. Lord God, we pray that You'll be about Your
business in our lives and that we will be surrendered and
ready to serve in any way that You want us to serve. In Jesus’
37



name we pray. Amen.

Copyright © 2022 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,

paraphrased and summarized material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.
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attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been compiled by Ronnie Marroquin.
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BIBLICAL POSTCARDS

Ruth, Philemon & Jude

STUDY NUMBER FOUR - RUTH 4:1-22

v. 1 Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat there.
When the kinsman-redeemer he had mentioned came along, Boaz
said, “Come over here, my friend, and sit down.” So he went over
and sat down.

v. 2 Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said, “Sit here,”
and they did so.

v. 3 Then he said to the kinsman-redeemer, “Naomi, who has come
back from Moab, is selling the piece of land that belonged to our
brother Elimelech.

v. 4 I thought I should bring the matter to your attention and
suggest that you buy it in the presence of these seated here and in
the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, do so.
But if you will not, tell me, so I will know. For no one has the right
to do 1t except you, and I am next in line.” “I will redeem 1it,” he
said.

v. 5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the land from Naomi and
from Ruth the Moabitess, you acquire the dead man’s widow, in
order to maintain the name of the dead with his property.”

v. 6 At this, the kinsman-redeemer said, “Then I cannot redeem it
because I might endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I
cannot do it.”

v. 7 (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and
transfer of property to become final, one party took off his sandal
and gave it to the other. This was the method of legalizing
transactions in Israel.)

v. 8 So the kinsman-redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it yourself.” And
he removed his sandal.

v. 9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today
you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the property
of Elimelech, Kilion and Mahlon.
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v. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon’s widow, as
my wife, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his
property, so that his name will not disappear from among his
family or from the town records. Today you are witnesses!”

v. 11 Then the elders and all those at the gate said, “We are
witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who 1s coming into your
home like Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of
Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in
Bethlehem.

v. 12 Through the offspring the Lord gives you by this young
woman, may your family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore
to Judah.”

v. 13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. Then he went to
her, and the Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a
son.

v. 14 The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the Lord, who this
day has not left you without a kinsman-redeemer. May he become
famous throughout Israel!

v. 15 He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For
your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than
seven sons, has given him birth.”

v. 16 Then Naomi took the child, laid him in her lap and cared for
him.

v. 17 The women living there said, “Naomi has a son.” And they
named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.
v. 18 This, then, is the family line of Perez: Perez was the father of
Hezron,

v. 19 Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab,

v. 20 Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of
Salmon,

v. 21 Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the father of Obed,

v. 22 Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David.
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read Ruth 4:1-22 and in your own words pull out the main
thought of this passage.

2. Describe the activity of Boaz in verses 1 & 2.

3. How does the nearer kinsman-redeemer respond to the
announcement by Boaz of the sale of the land that belonged
to Elimelech, according to verse 14?

4. What additional factor does Boaz outline for the nearer
kinsman to consider as part of the proposal, according to
verse 57
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5. How does the nearer kinsman-redeemer respond to these
new conditions, according to verse 67

6. Summarize the Boaz transaction, according to verse 10.

7. Outline the four prayer wishes of the elders and the
witnesses at the gate to this transaction (each of the four

wishes begin with the word “May” recorded in verses 11, 12
& 14).

8. Describe what happens in verse 13.

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: When Boaz makes a promise it’s as good as done:
He goes immediately to the gate to begin all the
transactions to keep his word.

LESSON #2: In God’s perfect time, He orders the life of the
nearer kinsman-redeemer to come through the gate right
at the exact time.

LESSON #3: Boaz acts with great patience in dealing with the
nearer kinsman to allow him to have the first chance at
redeeming the land and Ruth.

LESSON #4: Boaz is transparent and honest when he says: “If
you will redeem it, do so. But if you will not, tell me, so I
will know. For no one has the right to do it except you,
and I am next in line” (verse 4).
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LESSON #5: Boaz’s response 1s beautiful when initially the
nearer kinsman says “I will redeem 1t.” Boaz says: “On
the day you buy the land from Naomi and from Ruth the
Moabitess, you acquire the dead man’s widow, in order to
maintain the name of the dead with his property”

(verse ).

LESSON #6: Boaz 1s focused upon the blessings that can be
Naomi’s and Ruth’s. The nearer kinsman is focused upon
“I cannot . . . I might endanger my own estate. You
redeem it yourself. I cannot do it” (verse 6).

LESSON #7: Boaz takes action immediately before the elders
and says: “Today you are witnesses that I have bought
from Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion and
Mahlon. I have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess,
Mahlon’s widow, as my wife” (verses 9 & 10).

LESSON #8: God said 1it. I believe 1t. I will do 1t. And that
settles 1t.

LESSON #9: The elders and citizens of Bethlehem are very
enthusiastic about Boaz’s proposal.
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LESSON #10: There are four special wishes that the people
have for Boaz and Ruth: (1) “May the Lord make the
woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and
Leah, who together built up the house of Israel”; (2) “May
you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in
Bethlehem”; (3) “may your family be like that of Perez,
whom Tamar bore to Judah”; and (4) “May he [the child]
become famous throughout Israel!” (verses 11, 12 & 14).
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