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A Practical Study of 

~uth, Philemon & Jude: Biblical Postcards 

"CONSTRUCTION ZONE" 

SESSION #5: Philemon 1:1-25 

TEXT: 

I. Philemon & Family (verses 1-3) 
v. 1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy the brother , to Philemon the 
beloved and our fellow-worker, 
v. 2 and to Apphia our sister, and to Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the 
church which meets in your home. 
v. 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

II. Paul's Prayer & Petition (verses 4-7) 
v. 4 I am thanking my God always, remembering you on the occasions of my 
prayers, 
v. 5 hearing of your love and faith which you are having towards the Lord 
Jesus and unto all the saints; 
v. 6 that the fellowship (sharing) of your faith may become effective in the 
knowledge of every good thing which is in us unto Christ. 
v. 7 For I had much joy and encouragement on account of your love, because 
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother. 

III. Power of a Providential Appointment (verses 8-14) 
v. 8 Wherefore having much boldness in Christ to be commanding you that 
which is befitting (your duty), 
v. 9 through love rather I am begging you, being such a one as Paul, an 
ambassador (the aged), but now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus, 
v. 10 I am begging you concerning my child, of whom I became the father 
while in prison, 
v. 11 Onesimus, the one who was once useless to you, but now useful both to 
you and to me, 
v. 12 whom I sent back to you. It is he himself that is my very heart, 
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v. 13 whom I was wishing to hold back with me (for myself), in order that in 
your behalf he might be ministering to me in my imprisonment for the sake of 
the gospel. 
v. 14 But without your mind I decided to do nothing, in order that your 
goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own free will. 

IV. The Purpose Revealed (verses 15-16) 
v. 15 For perhaps on this account he was parted (from you) for a brief time in 
order that you might be possessing him forever, 
v. 16 no longer as a slave, but above a slave, a brother, a beloved one, most of 
all by me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

V. The Payment is Adequate (verses 17-19) 
v. 17 If therefore you are having me as a partner, receive him as me. 
v. 18 If he wronged you in anything or is owing you, charge this to my account. 
v. 19 I Paul write it with my own hand, I will repay in order that not to say to 
you that you are owing yourself also to me in addition. 

VI. The Plan Made Plain (verses 20-25) 
v. 20 Yes, brother, let me get profit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in 
Christ. 
v. 21 Having confidence in your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that 
you will do even beyond the things I say. 
v. 22 And at the same time also prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping 
through your prayers to be granted to you. 
v. 23 Greetings from Epaphras, my fellow-prisoner in Christ Jesus; 
v. 24 and Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow-workers. 
v. 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

Po . ..,tcardslLPclUrP '.'\ot PsiSt ud~-#:i Ph ilPmnn 1: 1-2!l.dcw 
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INTRODUCTION: 

A Cowboy's Christmas Prayer 
By G. T. Burton 

The worn and wrinkled cowboy 
Slowly shaved and combed his hair. 
He picked the finest clothes he had 
And then he dressed with care. 

He stomped into his new-bought boots, 
And shrugged into his coat; 
The others would have questioned him 
But his thoughts seemed quite remote. 

He stepped out of the bunkhouse, 
And pulled his hat down tight, 
Then climbed aboard his private horse 
And rode into the night. 

The single footin' gelding 
Ate miles without a pause, 
And seemed to know the rider 
Had a most important cause. 

Twenty miles on through the night 
With the rider deep in thought, 
The stars came out to guide his way 
To the goal the ride had brought. 

His horse stopped on a gentle rise, 
Tho' the rider pulled no rein, 

3 

And the cowboy raised his head to stare 
'cross the quiet and lonely plain. 

He crawled down off the weary horse, 
And loosed the cinch so it could blow, 
Then walked a yard or two away 
And knelt down in the snow. 

He crushed his hat against his chest, 
Raised his face up to the sky, 

Po,.;tc·ardslLe('tun• ::\'otes/Stu1h1t5 - Phile111011 1.1-2:-i.doc· 
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And then he started talkin' 
Like a friend was standin' by. 

"Lord, you see I rode a piece tonight 
'cause I knowed that you'd be here. 
'course you wuz at the bunkhouse too, 
But on this hill ya' seem s' near. 

As I look across this prairie 
And see the things you've made; 
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Why! Compared t' things us men have done, 
Really puts 'em in the shade. 

I thank ya for the love you show 
In ever'thing ya do. 
And I'm proud to be a top hand 
With a loyal, happy crew. 

I've still got all my fingers, 
My legs are bowed, but tough. 
Rheumatiz' ain't touched my bones 
And my mind is sharp enough. 

Your spirit gives me comfort, 
And I know that when I die , 
You'll let me rest forever 
At that bunkhouse in the sky. 

Forgive me when I wander off, 
Like a wild jug-headed hoss, 
And I pray you'll not give up on me 
'fore I learn that yer the boss. 

I've rode out here to tell you 
I'm thankful for a Savior's birth 
And to send you Merry Christmas 
From yer folks down here on earth." 

Then he mounted up and rode away 
With a casual good-bye nod. 
A cowboy, with his heart at peace, 
In the palm of the hand of God. 

(Received via email from Pat Burgess, January 21, 2010) 

Postcards!LecturP :\'otesfSt ud.v#fi - l'h ilPmon I: 1-2:l.doc-
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(Lookin' At Life by Joe Kreger) St. Louis, MO: Doane Agricultural Services. 
Copyright- Joe Kreger, 1997, second printing 2000. 

The Gift of Light 

Have you ever wandered 
alone throughout the night, 
in quiet desperation, void of hope 
and filled with fright? 

Every footstep that you travel 
through that endless, murky maze 
underscores your helplessness, 
the futility of your ways. 

When, in sheer exhaustion, 
you cease your useless march, 
the light of dawn comes breaking forth 
as a glowing, golden arch. 

You're delivered from the darkness 
which held you captive, all alone. 
The Gift of Light illuminates 
a new path, once unknown. 

Now, the obstacles that held you 
in the grip of sure defeat 
wither in the daylight, 
as your eyes now guide your feet. 

The dark world that we've lived in, 
since from the garden driven, 
yields only to the Gift of Light, 
a gift that's freely given. 

A deliverance now awaits us, 
a final victory over night. 
We can overcome the darkness. 
We can dwell in that bright light. 

This dark world can't defeat us, 
once we've regained our sight. 
That Gift comes from the hand of God, 
and Jesus is the Light. 

pp. 137-38 

Po;;trarr\,.,!Lecl ure :'\otp;;.1St udy#!i - l'hilPmon I l-:!!i.dur 
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(Cowgirl Poetry: One Hundred Years ofRidin' and Rhymin' edited by Virginia 
Bennett) Salt Lake City, UT: Gibbs-Smith. Copyright - Virginia 
Bennett, 2001. 

°$ THE COOK 
Myrt Wallis 

Recluse, Wyoming- 1995 

The boys down on the Boquillas 
Were getting kind of lean 
The cook was old and greasy 
And nearly always mean. 

The beef was hardly fit to eat 
The beans were always burned 
Whenever Cookie called out "GRUB" 
A lot of stomachs turned. 

The boss was getting worried 
Couldn't figure what to do 
He'd have to make some sort of change 
Or he'd not have a crew. 

Then Uncle Mike steps up and says 
"I've had all that I can stand 
I'll call my niece in Prescott 
She's a pretty darned good hand. 

"No I don't know 
How awfully good she cooks 
But she'll make a welcome change 
In the way this wagon looks." 

Well, Dorisann was tickled 
"I've had enough of town 
I'll throw my stuff together 
Roll my bed and be right down!" 

With her dark and smiling eyes 
And her long and glossy hair 
She blew into that campground 
Like a breath of mountain air. 

Post<'ards/Lect urP :-\otPs/St udy#ii - PhilP111011 l · 1-:.?'i.dcw 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

7 

She cleaned the chuckbox out 
And cooked them up a dandy meal 
Even though their hearts might break 
Their tortured guts would heal. 

She filled them up on biscuits 
Steak and spuds and chili, too 
Lemon pie and chocolate cake 
Cornbread, beans and good beef stew. 

Until one evening after supper 
They were roping a bale of hay 
Dorisann, she watched awhile 
Then shyly asked to play. 

They laughed and raised their eyebrows 
But they let her take her turn 
She picked up that raggy nylon 
And really made it burn. 

One by one she matched them all 
With plain and fancy whirls 
Horn loops and horse catches 
Ocean waves and butterfly twirls. 

Wasn't long before word got out 
About that ropin' cook 
Dinner reps came flocking in 
To eat and take a look. 

Many of them hoped to stay 
There were fights to hire on 
The boss got tired of the fuss 
His patience soon was gone. 

He wasn't quite sure what to do 
But finally says, "Boys, look 
I just won't hire no new hand 
Who can't out-rope the cook!" 

That thinned them out real fast 
'Cause no one likes to lose 
Especially to a little girl 
In an apron and tennis shoes. 

Po:-;trard,..iLecturP :'\ot (',.; /St udy# G PhilP111011 l . 1-2:>.doc 
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'Til Laughin J eff rode in one day 
His pony stepping high 
When told about the outfit's rule 
He says, "I guess I'll try." 
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She matched him on all his throws 
Then he matched her on her s 
All the while she's wat ching h im 
From black hat t o silver spurs. 

She kind of liked t he way he looked 
She loved that jaunty grin 
The way I heard the story was 
She up and let him win!" 

pp. 102-104 

(Still Lookin' by Joe Kreger) St. Louis, MO: Doane Agricultural Services 
Company. Copyright- Joe Kreger (poetry) and Doane Agricultural 
Services Company (book), 2000. 

Learning from the Kids 

It always warmed us, me a n' mother , 
how our three kids loved one another . 
It wasn't tha t they never fought, 
but they made up fast, and t hen forgot. 

One night, we tucked t hem in to bed, 
and stroked each peaceful, sleeping head 
and a thought came clear within my view -
we must forgive like the children do. 

That long and rocky road we t rudge 
grows rougher when we bear a grudge. 
If we forgive and shed our load, 
we'll ease that trip down life's long road. 

"A little child will lead them," 
that's what the Scripture said. 
I guess that trut h came home to me 
as we tucked the kids in bed. 
p. 68 

PostrarcbtLecturP :\o(p,;/Study#fi l'l11IPmo11 1:1-:!!i.rlu<" 
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How Big Is Your God? 

Many years ago I was walking in Newport Beach, a beach in Southern 
California, with two friends. Two of us were on staff together at a church, and 
one was an elder at the same church. We walked past a bar where a fight had 
been going on inside. The fight had spilled out into the street, just like in an 
old western. Several guys were beating up on another guy, and he was 
bleeding from the forehead. We knew we had to do something, so we went over 
to break up the fight .... I don't think we were very intimidating. [All we did 
was walk over and say,] "Hey, you guys, cut that out!" It didn't do much good. 

Then all of a sudden they looked at us with fear in their eyes. The guys who 
had been beating up on the one guy stopped and started to slink away. I didn't 
know why until we turned and looked behind us. Out of the bar had come the 
biggest man I think I've ever seen. He was something like six feet, seven 
inches, maybe 300 pounds, maybe 2 percent body fat. Just huge. We called 
him "Bubba" (not to his face, but afterwards, when we talked about him). 

Bubba didn't say a word. He just stood there and flexed. You could tell he was 
hoping they would try and have a go at him. All of a sudden my attitude was 
transformed, and I said to those guys, "You better not let us catch you coming 
around here again!" I was a different person because I had great, big Bubba. I 
was ready to confront with resolve and firmness. I was released from anxiety 
and fear. I was filled with boldness and confidence. I was ready to help 
somebody that needed helping. I was ready to serve where serving was 
required. Why? Because I had a great, big Bubba. I was convinced that I was 
not alone. I was safe. 

If I were convinced that Bubba were with me 24 hours a day, I would have a 
fundamentally different approach to my life. If I knew Bubba was behind me 
all day long, you wouldn't want to mess with me. But he's not. I can't count on 
Bubb a. 

Again and again, the writers of Scripture pose this question for us: How big is 
your God? Again and again we are reminded that One who is greater than 
Bubba has come, and you don't have to wonder whether or not he'll show up. 
He's always there. You don't have to be afraid. You don't have to live your life 
in hiding. You have a great, big God, and he's called you to do something, so 
get on with it! 

John Ortberg, in the sermon Big God / Little God, PreachingToday.com 

© 2010 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday .com) 

J>o-.tcards/J ,t>ct urP '.\:ot (',.;/St ud~'# r; l'h il!'mon I : J .:!!) tlcJI' 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

10 

\\·hat a pri'lilege it is of ours to study this little BOOK OF PHILEMON. This 
little book is often overlooked in the teaching and preaching ministry. It has a 
wonderful message for each of us. It is ONLY 25 VERSES in length, so maybe 
that's the reason so many fail to study it. 

Arthur & Lawson say: 

The book we call Philemon is actually a personal letter. Usually letters 
in the New Testament were addressed to specific churches or to the church in 
general, but this is a personal letter from the apostle Paul to a friend. It may 
be one of the most unique documents in the Bible. 

This letter is only 25 verses long and few then 500 words in English, yet 
it is a masterpiece of letter writing. This week you have the opportunity to 
take a peek into the personal life of one of the founding fathers of Christianity, 
the apostle Paul. We will look at relationships in his life and how he handled 
difficult problems in those relationships. We will see his heart, his faith, and 
his Christianity in action. And in the process we will also learn truth for our 
relationships. 
p.73 

Barclay says: 

The Unique Letter 
IN one thing this little letter to Philemon is unique among Paul's letters. It is 
the only private letter of Paul which we possess. Doubtless Paul must have 
written many private letters; and doubtless these letters shared the fate of all 
private letters; doubtless they were destroyed; and of all these private letters 
only Philemon has survived. Apart altogether from the grace and the charm 
which pervade it, the fact that this is the only private letter written by Paul 
which we possess gives to this letter a unique interest and significance. 
p.309 

PostcardslLPctttrP :\'otps/Stucly#G Phill'lllon l l :z,j do<" 
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Barnes says: 

This letter is almost wholly of a private character, and yet there is 
scarcely any portion of the New Testament of equal length which is of more 
value. It is exquisitely beautiful and delicate. It is a model of courtesy and 
politeness. It presents the character of the author in a most amiable light, and 
shows what true religion will produce in causing genuine refinement of 
thought and language. It is gentle and persuasive, and yet the argument is 
one that we should suppose would have been, and probably was, irresistible. 
p. CCXCV (295) 

Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

Paul, Philemon, and Onesimus are persons in a real-life drama of 
profound social significance. Each has heard the claims of Christianity from 
totally different backgrounds. Paul was once a rigorous Jew of the Dispersion 
who advanced in Judaism beyond all his contemporaries. Philemon was a 
wealthy Asiatic Gentile. Onesimus was the most despicable of all creatures, a 
runaway slave. They find themselves united in the Gospel of Christ. 
p.936 

Barton, Fackler, Tayler & Veerman say: 

Perhaps the greatest example of the barrier-shattering power of the 
gospel is here in Philemon, where Paul reunites a rich slave-owner and his 
runaway slave, now both members of God's family. 

As you read this personal letter of reconciliation, consider what divides 
you from your brothers and sisters in Christ. Ask God to obliterate those walls 
and bring you together. 
p.243 

Po,.,tcards!Lecture :-\ot!',:;/Stucl_\"#) J>hilemon l : 1-:l:i .dol' 
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Gaebelein says: 

This beautiful little letter addressed by Paul to Philemon does not 
occupy the right place in the New Testament. It should be put after the Epistle 
to the Colossians, for it was written at the same time as that Epistle. Tychicus 
carried from Rome the two epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians. 
Onesimus, his travelling companion, received from the prisoner of the Lord 
this personal letter to Philemon. 
p.221 

Gaebelein says further: 

The Epistle itself shows the sweet and tender character of the great man 
of God who penned it under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. It has been 
remarked, "Dignity, generosity, prudence, friendship, affection, politeness, 
skillful address, purity are apparent. Hence it has been termed with great 
propriety, 'the polite Epistle."' 
pp. 221-2 

Garland says: 

LIGHTFOOT VOICES THE OPINION of many who delight in this brief letter: "As an 
expression of simple dignity, of refined courtesy, of large sympathy, and of 
warm personal affection, the Epistle to Philemon stands unrivalled."1 Knox 
lauds it as "one of the most charming letters ever written."2 Guthrie says that 
it "breathes the great-hearted tenderness of the apostle,"3 and Jewett calls it 
"one of the most subtle letters in world history, an expression of Paul's 
ambassadorial style."4 

1. Lightfoot, Saint Paul's Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon, 319. 
2. Knox, Philemon Among the Letters of Paul, 7. 
3. Donald Guthrie, New Testament introduction (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVrasity, 

1973), 638. 
4. Robert Jewett, Paul The Apostle to America: Cultural Trends and Pauline 

Scholarship (Louisville, Ky.: Westminster/John Knox, 199), 64. 
p.293 

Postcards/Lecture '.\otes/Stud~-#fi - Phdt mon I 1-25.doc 
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Grant says: 

Philemon means "friendly, loving," and it is in this character that Paul 
appeals to him. The Christian heart is what must decide in the matter before 
him; and Paul's comfort is the assurance that Philemon, the "friendly," or 
"kind-hearted," answers to his name. It was faith that wrought in this love, 
and gave it its Christian verity, and found therefore in the saints its special 
objects. This naturally introduces what is on the writer's heart; for the 
formerly unprofitable Onesimus is now one of these saints of God, who as such 
has a claim upon Philemon that will not be denied. 
p.379 

Carl Henry says: 

THE BACKGROUND of this very short letter by the Apostle Paul is briefly 
as follows: Onesimus, a slave and a Colossian (cf. Col. 4:9, "one of yourselves"), 
belonging to Philemon, a wealthy Christian slave-owner, ran away form his 
master at Colossae, after having apparently committed theft (cf. vv. 15, 16, 18, 
19). He found his way to the metropolis Rome, where he came in contact with 
Paul in some way or other, and was converted under his influence and ministry 
(v. 10). Paul thereupon sent him back to his owner (v. 11), with this letter of 
recommendation in his favor, to be delivered to Philemon. Therein he pleaded 
with Philemon to receive back the penitent (and meanwhile converted) slave 
with good will, and to forgive and rehabilitate him because he would no longer 
be only a slave to him, but "more than a slave ... a beloved brother in the 
Lord" (RSV). 
p. 380 

Po;;tea1·dslLl'ct u 1·p :\ote.-./Srudy#<, PhtlPmon 1. 1-2'1.doc 
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Hughes says: 

It is difficult to say why Onesimus ran away from his master Philemon. 
Some say it was because Philemon was a harsh taskmaster. But that hardly 
seems likely from what the Scriptures reveal of that master's character. Far 
more probable is the supposition that Onesimus was a lazy, ungrateful servant 
with a dishonest streak who saw his chance to make off with a big chunk of his 
master's savings and did it, leaving Philemon deeply hurt and in financial 
straits. Though we do not know how Onesimus made his getaway, whether 
under the cover of darkness or in the guise of a business trip, the direction of 
flight was predictable-Rome. Maybe he fled to Ephesus where he purchased 
some handsome clothing which would identify him as a well-to-do man of the 
road; then he hopped a ship bound for Rome, disembarked at the Italian port of 
Puteoli, and made his way to Rome where, the historian Tacitus said, "all 
things horrible and disgraceful find their way." There he melded into the dark 
sordid world of alias names, lawlessness, and immorality, and there he and his 
money were soon parted. 
p. 161 

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

This Epistle affords a specimen of the highest wisdom as to the manner in 
which Christians ought to manage social affairs on more exalted principles. 
p. 1391 

Lange says: 

The time and place of writing this letter coincide with the date and place 
of the composition of the Epistles to the Colossians, Philippians, and 
Ephesians. It is entirely evident that Paul, when he wrote the letter to 
Philemon, was in prison for the cause of Christ (ver. 1); and the question can 
only be, whether we are to think of his imprisonment at Cresarea (Acts xxiv. 
27), or his first imprisonment at Rome (Acts xxviii. 30, 31). Many reasons 
concur in leading us to adopt the last-named of these views. At Rome only is it 
conceivable that he could have had such free scope for the propagation of the 
gospel as is presupposed and intimated in the Epistles above mentioned. The 
flight of Onesimus directly to Rome, the capital of the world, where especially 
he could hope, in the midst of its vast population, to remain concealed and safe, 
has nothing improbable in it. 
p.3 
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Larson says: 

• Letter written by Paul, between A.D. 60 and 62, dming Paul's firs 
imprisonment in Rome. 

• ·written to Philemon_, a Christian living in Colosse. Probably a man of 
some wealth, his home was used as a gathering place for the church. 

• This is a personal letter concerning Ehilemon's runaway slave, 
Onesimus who had come- to Christian faith through Paul. 

• Paul's main purpose in writing was to restore Onesimus to Philemon, 
not as a slave, but as a brother in Christ. He asked Philemon to extend 
forgiveness and love to this former slave. 

• Paul also seemed to hint that he would like Philemon to release 
Onesimus back to Paul to provide his help in the missionary ministry. 

• The letter was probably carried by Tychicus, who was also carrying 
letters to the Ephesians and Colossian churches. 

p.395 

Larson says: 

p. 398 

"Every happening, great and small, is a parable u· 1ereby 
God speahs to us, and..tli.e a.rt of life is to get the niessage. " 

Malcolm Muggeridge 

Larson says: 

MAIN IDEA: From house arrest in Rome, Paul wrote a personal letter to his 
friend, Philemon, a leader in the Colossian church. He praised Philemon 's faith 
and his love of other Christians. Paul then presented a challenge. Would 
Philemon take back Onesimus, his runaway slave, who had become a 
Christian? Paul appealed to Philemon to extend forgiveness and to welcome 
Onesimus as a brother in Christ. 
p.400 
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Lenski says: 

Onesimus was a slave that belonged to Philemon. This slave had run 
away to Rome, where he somehow came into contact with Paul and was not 
only converted but also became so closely attached to Paul that Paul would 
have liked to keep him, not as a slave, but as a friend and helper. Then 
Epaphras, the spiritual leader of the Christians in Colosse, Laodicea, and 
Hieropolis, came to visit Paul in Rome in order to obtain counsel and help 
against a peculiar, superstitious type of Judaizers who had begun to trouble 
the churches in Colosse and Laodicea. Acting on the information brought by 
Epaphras (Col. 1:8), Paul wrote his letters to the Colossians and to the 
Laodiceans and to the Ephesians and sent Onesimus back to his master under 
the protection of Tychicus with a personal letter to Philemon. We see how 
events converged so that these four letters were written and dispatched by the 
hand of Tychicus. It was not safe to send Onesimus back alone because the 
slave catchers might have arrested him, especially when he neared Colosse. 
After he was placed in the care of Tychicus he was safe. 
pp. 951-2 

MacArthur says: 

Through circumstances not recorded in Scripture, Onesimus met Paul in Rome 
and became a Christian. 

The apostle quickly grew to love this runaway slave (vv. 12, 16) and 
longed to keep Onesimus in Rome (v. 13), where he was providing valuable 
service to Paul in his imprisonment (v. 11). But by stealing and running away 
from Philemon, Onesimus had broken Roman law and defrauded his master. 
Paul knew those issues had to be dealt with, and decided to send Onesimus 
back to Colosse. It was too hazardous for him to make the trip alone (because 
of the danger of slave-catchers), so Paul sent him back with Tychicus, who was 
returning to Colosse with the epistle to the Colossians (Col. 4:7-9). Along with 
Onesimus, Paul sent Philemon this beautiful personal letter, urging him to 
forgive Onesimus and welcome him back to service as a brother in Christ (vv. 
15-17). 
p. 1827 
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MacArthur says further : 

We live in an ego-centered, selfish society that knows and cares little 
about forgiveness. We have become so decadent and non-Christian as to see 
forgiving people as weak, and unforgiving ones as strong. Our culture 
celebrates and exalts those TV and movie heroes who take vengeance on 
others. Pop psychologists write books extolling the virtues of blameshifting, 
unforgiveness, and making those who offend us pay. The result is a society 
filled with bitterness, vengeance, anger, hate, and hostility. Retaliatory crimes 
and lawsuits are rampantly commonplace as people seek vengeance either 
outside or inside the bounds of the law. Further, lack of forgiveness is perhaps 
the leading cause of the breakups in family relationships. 
pp . 207-8 
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Pathway to Marital Blessing
"Life is too short for drama and 
petty things, so kiss slowly, laugh 
insanely, love truly and forgive 
quickly."
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McGee says: 

This is one of the most remarkable epistles in the Scripture. It is only 
one chapter; so you may have trouble finding it. If you can find Titus, just keep 
on going; if you find Hebrews, you have gone too far. 

The Epistles (letters) in the New Testament were a new form of 
revelation. Before them, God had used law, history, poetry, prophecy, and the 
gospel records. When God used the Epistles, He adopted a more personal and 
direct method. And there are different kinds of epistles. Some were directed to 
churches; some were directed to individuals and are rather intimate. 
p.496 

Melick says: 

This letter is a personal communication. It is warm, friendly, and 
Christian. It is the shortest of Paul's letters, containing on 335 words in the 
original Greek text. Paul wanted Philemon to accept and restore Onesimus, a 
runaway slave. His carefully constructed argument balanced three factors: his 
strong friendship with Philemon, his obedience to Roman law regarding 
runaway slaves, and his desire to help his new convert, Onesimus. 
pp. 335-6 

Muller says: 

From these immediate circumstances it is clear what the purpose of the 
Letter was. Paul namely pleads with Philemon to receive back the returning 
penitent and meanwhile converted slave with goodwill, and to forgive and 
rehabilitate him because he would no longer be only a slave to him, but "more 
than a slave ... a beloved brother in the Lord" (verse 16). 
p. 163 
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Patzia says: 

From the discussion in Colossians, it already has become obvious that 
Paul's letter to the Colossians and his letter to Philemon have a number of 
things in common: First, they are written from the same place (see 
Introduction to Colossians); second, they are addressed to the same church, 
although Philemon is more a personal letter for one of the church members. 
Onesimus (Col. 4:9) and Archippus (Col. 4:17) belonged to the Colossian 
church, so it is fairly safe to assume that Philemon lived in Colossae as well; 
third, both epistles mention similar circumstances of Paul's imprisonment (Col. 
4:3, 18; Pilem. 1, 13); fourth, the list of personal greetings is almost identical; 
fifth, both Colossians (1:1) and Philemon (v. 1) name Timothy as cooperating 
with Paul in writing the letter; sixth, these letters probably were collected and 
kept as a single piece of Paul's correspondence. Unfortunately, the compilers of 
the NT did not keep Colossians and Philemon together in the text. 
p. 105 

Radmacher , Allen & House say: 

UNDER ROMAN LAW, A SLAVE WHO RAN AWAY from his master could face 
the death penalty. In spite of this possibility, the apostle Paul sent Onesimus, 
a runaway slave and a recent convert to Christianity, back to his owner 
Philemon to make restitution. The Epistle to Philemon is Paul's plea that 
Onesimus no longer be viewed as a runaway slave, but rather as a "beloved 
brother" (vv. 16, 17; Col. 4:9). Obedience to these requests would require 
forgiveness and restoration, actions that no other slave owner would have to 
contemplate in the ancient world. But Christians were called to a higher 
calling, one that contradicted the expectations of the culture at large. While 
the world pursued power and glory, Christians were to pursue the way of the 
Cross-the way of forgiveness, servanthood, suffering, and love. 
p. 1628 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

Paul was a prisoner when he wrote this epistle, but his location is 
uncertain. Three possibilities have been suggested: Ephesus, Caesarea (Acts 
24-26), and Rome (Acts 28). But most hold that Paul wrote this letter during 
the first Roman imprisonment around A.D. 60, along with the other Prison 
Epistles-Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. 
p. 1629 
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Vincent says: 

... 'a prisoner of Christ Jesus.' (Comp. Eph. iii. I.) In fetters because of his 
labors as an apostle of Christ. These words, at once awakening special interest 
and compassion, prepare the way for the apostle's request. 
p. 175 

Wiersbe says: 

Providence. While a prisoner in Rome, Paul met Onesimus ("unprofitable" 
[v. 11]), a runaway slave who belonged to Philemon, a friend Paul had led to 
Christ (v. 19). Paul won Onesimus to Christ and sent him back to his master 
in Colosse (Col. 4:7-9). The providence of God is amazing, that Paul and 
Onesimus should meet in the great city of Rome! Perhaps Philemon's prayers 
brought the men together (v. 22). Philemon certainly saw Romans 8:28 in 
action! 

Friendship. Paul has so much good to say about Philemon. He was a 
beloved friend, a man of faith and love, a refreshing Christian, a praying man, 
a man who obeyed God's will. Can your friends say these things about you? 

Accepted and Redeemed 

Two statements in Paul's letter to Philemon remind us of what Jesus did for us. 
''Receive him [Onesimus] as you would me" (v. 17) reminds us that we are 
"accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. 1:6). ''Put that on my account" (v. 18) reminds 
us that Jesus paid the price for our redemption (Rom. 4:1-18; 2 Cor. 5:21). 

Reconciliation. According to Roman law, Onesimus could have been 
executed for his crimes. But he had become a brother in Christ, and Philemon 
had to forgive him and take him back. True reconciliation is not cheap; there is 
a price to pay. Paul knew this and was willing to pay the price himself. Can 
God use you as a reconciler? Are you willing to pay the price? 
pp. 809-10 
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Scroggie says: 

IN PHILEMON WE ARE MADE GRACIOUS 'IN CHRIST' 

This little Note is one of the choicest things in the New Testament. Paul 
introduces Jesus Christ to a runaway slave in Rome, and then he sent him 
back to the master he had robbed, who also was a convert of the Apostle. With 
him he sent this Note in which he speaks of the converted slave as 'a brother 
beloved ... in the Lord' (15, 16). 
p. 59 

BACKGROUND: 

Paul is in prison wh(m h0 writes this little lcttei-. I ·s al,ttcr of 
recommendation for a slave that had come to know Jesus Christ in Ronw. His 
name is Onesimus. As you n'(ld the hook you will become familiar with it~ 
characters and understand The plot. 

THEME: 

The HEME that I would like to pursue in these 25 verses is: 

GOD AT WORK: YOU ARE NOW ENTERING A CONSTRUCTION 

~ONE. G 1; p I .... ,,, . (>.Jo r~1 n' b e ~ ... n'<l o&. _> •i" (J)Y f d...e n.-~ · _ 
7k ~ t' <; - p. s./-ke.., I /{.u+h ,.. p iu I e,V'v(_c;,'I.. 

hilemon & Family (verses 1-3) 

Paul's Prayer & Petition (verses 4-7) 

III. Power of a Provi dential Appointmen (verses 8-14) 

IY. Tlie urpose Revealed (versos 15-16) 

T. The Payment is Adequate vcr.::;cs 17-19) 

YI. The Plan.Made lain (verses 20-25) 

LPt'~ di into the text now and sec what we can learn from these verg0s in this
wonderful little epistle>. 
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I. Philemon & Family (verses 1-3) 

L '] y . )-f-aul. a prisoner of Christ Jesus. and Timothy the brother. to Philemon the 
beloyed and our fellow-worker. 

The NET Bible translates verse 1: 

From Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to 
Philemon, our dear friend and colaborer, 

Peterson paraphrases verse 1: 

I, Paul, am a prisoner for the sake of Christ, here with my brother 
Timothy. I write this letter to you, Philemon, my good friend and 
companion in this work-

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

This is the only one of Paul's epistles in which he referred to himself in the 
salutation as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. In seven of his epistles he called 
himself"an apostle"; in two of them (1and2 Thes.) he used no appellation, and 
in three he referred to himself as Christ's "servant." 

Probably Paul refrained from calling himself an apostle here because 
this epistle is one of entreaty and request, not one of commands that would 
necessitate its readers' awareness of his apostolic authority. Paul was a 
prisoner of the Roman Empire, but actually his imprisonment was because of 
his witness for the Savior. Paul called himself "a prisoner of Christ Jesus" 
(Phile. 9). Epaphras was his "fellow prisoner" (v. 23). 

Adding the words and Timothy our brother strengthened the weight 
of Paul's sympathy and love. Timothy's name was also joined with Paul's in 
the salutations to five of Paul's other epistles (2 Cor., Phil. , Col. , 1 and 2 Thes.). 
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PAUU was a man who had a LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE when he was 
on his way to the city of Damascus to apprehend the Christians there. 

He was a VERY INTELLIGENT MAN and God greatly used him because he. 
was completely available to do what God wanted him to do. His single 
AMBITION in life was to J<.NOW JESUS CHRIST. 

To Paul, Jesus Christ was everything. lie was Alpha and Omega the 
be inning and the end. 

He is "A PRISONER OF CHRIST JESUS." Why was Paul in prison? Because 
he was preaching the Good News about the death and resu._rroction of Jesm; 
Christ. 

Paul was a prisoner of Jesus Christ because everything that happened to Paul 
was permitted by J"esus Christ. His whole life.. centered in Jesus Christ. 

Although he was in a Roman prison tho outcome whether it be death of 
acquittal) resided in th pierced hands of his risen Savior. 

Paul found real fre.edom in life w.hen he personally be.came a prisoner of Jesus 
Christ. He has placed the responsibility for his life in the.hands of another. 

A PRISONER finds that his MOVEMENTS ARE DETERMINED BY 
ANOTHER!: 

His life is regulate by another. 

His provision is in the hands of another. 

To Paul, this was Jesus_ Christ. 

Although he was in a Roman prison chained to a Roman guard he was still a 
prisoner of Jesus Christ. 
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Our text goes on to say: 

"AND TIMOTHY THE BROTHER." 

Timothy was a real friend of Paul's a nd a wonderful Christian. 

rrIMOTHY WAS PAUL'S RIGHT HAND MAN. 

He was willing to go anywhere,do anything at any cost for the LOl'd. This is a 
lot different than the smug Christianity that is abroad today that doesn't cost 
anything, doesn't do anything, and isn't worth anything. 

Timothy is called "THE BROTHER." Not because he was Paul's brother in the 
flesh, but because he was aul's brother in Jesus Ch rist. They wer both a 
12art of the FAMILY OF GOD. 

The remain der of verse I reads: 

"TO PHILEMON THE BELOVED AND OUR FELLOW-WORKER." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

About all that is known of Philemon in the New Testament is disclosed in the 
words, To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker. He was loved by 
Paul ... and Paul considered Philemon on his level as a "fellow worker" ... 
Philemon was a well-to-do Christian of the Apostolic Age, in whose home at 
Colosse the church met. "Fellow worker" does not necessarily suggest that 
Paul and Philemon labored together; more likely, Philemon worked to build up 
the church in Colosse while Paul served in nearby Ephesus ... Paul also 
addressed Philemon as "brother" in verses 7 and 20. 
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"TO PHILEMON THE BELOVED AND OUR FELLOW-WORKER." 

Philemon was a wealthy slave owner who lived in..Colossae. H e was tlic 
master of ONESIMUS, THE RUNAWAY SLAVE. Onesimus is standing before 
Philemon as he reads this letter from Paul. 

Paul calls him "BELOVED" because Paul was the one who had the privilege 
of sharing Jesus Christ with him and he responded. 

He is a "FELLOW-WORKER" ecause of his LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH 
a Colossae. 

-
Lightfoot says: 

How could Philemon resist an appeal which was penned within prison walls 
and by a manacled hand? For this characteristic reference to his 'bonds' see 
the note on ver. 13 . 

. . . Timothy seems to have been with St Paul during a great part of his 
three years' sojourn in Ephesus (Acts xix. 22), and could hardly have failed to 
make the acquaintance of Philemon. 
p.333 

Parker says: 

Prisoners taken by the great Roman generals had no will of their own 
which they dared express: prisoners taken by Jesus Christ have no will of their 
own; it is not a suppression wrought by fear , but a suppression, an 
annihilation, wrought by supremest, sublimest love. We must in all things 
consult the Captain of our salvation. He has written his law-"He that hath 
my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, and he shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself unto him." 
What are the commands of the Captain? What does the conquering Captain 
want us to be, and to do? Read his Book, study his spirit, invoke his 
inspiration, and then go forth and fight on the side we once opposed. 
p. 170 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

Paul identifies himself not as an apostle, but as a prisoner, because of his 
surrender to the cause of Christ and the fact that he was writing from prison in 
Rome ... 
p. 1629 

Prison is a Comfortable Home for One Man 

A man who robbed a bank 10 years ago and was sentenced to 70 months in a 
federal penitentiary decided he liked prison life so much that he committed 
another crime, just so he could return! Danny Villegas walked inside a Federal 
Credit Union in Florida and told the teller he was robbing her, adding, "You 
might as well call the police right now." 

Villegas then sat down on a couch in the lobby and waited for police to arrive. 
"He said he wanted to rob a federal bank because he wanted to go back to a 
federal penitentiary," said Lt. Ron Wright of the South Daytona Police 
Department. Villegas had worked in construction in Texas for five years, but 
had grown tired of the work. "Apparently," added Wright, "he robbed a bank in 
Fresno, California, 10 years ago, was sentenced to 70 months in a federal 
penitentiary in Phoenix, and enjoyed his time there." 

Hugh Poland, Kingwood, Texas; source: Associated Press, "Police Say Man Staged Florida 
Robbery to Go Back to Prison," Houston Chronicle (J-9-07) 

© 2010 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday.com) 
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l L J::-band to Apphia our sister. and to Archippus our fellow-soldier. and to the 
church which meets in your horn~ 

The NET Bible translates verse 2: 

to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church 
that meets in your house. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 2: 

also to our sister Apphia, to Archippus, a real trooper, and to the church 
that meets in your house. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Apphia our sister was most likely the wife of Philemon. She may have 
possibly served in a semi-official position in the church in their home. "She is 
as much a part of the decision as her husband, because according to the custom 
of the time, she had day-to-day responsibility for the slaves" (Arthur A. 
Rupprecht, "Philemon," in The Expositor's Bible Commentary, 11:458). 

Some have surmised that Archippus our fellow soldier was 
Philemon's son. He may likely have been a mission-pastor in Colosse, for Paul 
gave a brief instruction for the Colossians to pass on to Archippus (Col. 4:17). 
Perhaps Archippus, because of his position, could have exerted additional 
influence on Philemon. 

Postc:ard._/Ll'cturP :\'otl's/Stud.v#:J Phile111011 J·J-2G.doC' 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary speakers further of the phrase 
"THE CHURCH WHICH MEETS IN YOUR HOME": 

The church that meets in your home could also put pressure on 
Philemon to heed Paul's request. If Paul had not included this church in his 
salutation, they might have gossiped when they saw Onesimus had returned. 
The practice of churches meeting in private homes for worship was common up 
to A.D. 200. Not until the third century did churches meet in separate 
buildings. Home churches were also mentioned by Paul in Romans 16:5 and 
Colossians 4:15. The words "your home" may refer, some say, to Archippus' 
home ("your" is the sing. sou), but it is better to take it as referring to 
Philemon's home since he is addressed first in the salutation. The singular 
"you" in Philemon 4, 6-8, 10-12, 16, 18-21, 23 obviously refers to Philemon. 
''You" and "your" is plural only in verses 22 and 25. 

APPHIA IS NOT PAUL'S SISTER! hut she is a Christian woman. BPcause sho 
knows Christ ~ she is his spiritua siste-r. She was probably Philemon's wife , 
a ChristianJ10usewife. 

IMOTHY was hi8 SPIRITUAL BROTHER ana APPHIA his SPIRITUAU 
SISTER. 

'ARCHIPPUS OUR FELLO\V-SOLDIER." 

ARCHIPPUS was probably the SON OF PHILEMON AND APPHIA and.he 
natl gone into the ministry. That's the reason Paul calls him a 'FELLOW
SOLDIER." 

He is ..mentioned in: 

And say to Archippus, "Take heed to the ministry which you have 
received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it." 

Po,..tcanl'<!LecturP :-\ott"siStudy#'i l'hil<'lllOn 1.1-~ii.tlc"' 
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'The only otheT person called a "FELLOW; SOLDIER" is ~rnphroditus in 
Phili'ppians 2. He risked his life m fbe serv.ice oi tlie Lor . 

"AND TO THE CHURCH WHICH MEETS IN YOUR HOME." 

The "CHURCH" met right in Philomon's home because they didn't have church 
buildings in those days. Philemon, Apphia, and Archippus had a harcLtimo 
being late. -

Paul and Timothy are mentioned in verse 1 and th letter is addressed to 
Philemon, his wife and son, and the church that meets in their home-. 

IT'HE FAMILY OF GOD: 

In these two verses, the family relationship i much in th mind of Paul. I 's 
wonderful · sn' · t'? That God.has given us families to care for our no.eds and to 
give us a p ace to seep, a place to eat, and a place to grow up. It's sad today 
that many families arc broken up and many yilllfig people don't get to ha: all 
that was intended o · them. 

GOD HAS A FAMILY: 

He has provided this wonderful relationship for us. 

How do you get into God's family? How did you get into your human family? 
You weTe bOTn into it. 

You must be born again. When you come into God's familyby th ew birth., 
then other Christians become your brothers and sisters and God.becomes their 
Father. This is what Paul meant when he called Timothy his "brother" and 
Apphia his "SISTER." 

God has made a wonderful provision for u in.His family. W c bcc_om is sons 
and daughters wnen we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior. 

Po,.,tcards/f ,et•ture :\"nth 'Stud~-#5 - Ph if Pm on 1: l -2G t!o1· 
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Larson says: 

Paul mentioned one more name: Archippus our fellow soldier. 
Archippus was probably Philemon's son. Paul described him as a soldier, a 
fighter in the cause of Christ, one who endures difficulty. Many interpreters 
believe Archippus served at the church in Laodicea which was close to the city 
of Colosse. Both he and the church are mentioned in Colossians 4, with Paul 
asking the church to remind Archippus to "complete the work you have 
received in the Lord" (Col. 4:17). Philemon's son may have been discouraged. 
So Paul, identifying Archippus as a fellow soldier, chose to encourage him as 
one who shared the difficult work of Christian ministry. 
p.401 

Lenski says: 

Archippus, mentioned in conjunction with the other two, may have been their 
son. Col. 4:17 (see this passage) helps to explain "our fellow soldier." We take 
it that he was in charge of the work during the absence of Epaphras. If he was 
the son he would be comparatively young for such a position, yet for this very 
reason Paul may have added Col. 4: 17 to spur him on in his labors and to urge 
him not to be timid because of his youth. Yet we cannot be entirely certain; we 
have only the little information that the two letters afford. 
p.954 

Mac.Arthur says: 

2 Apphia, Archippus. Philemon's wife and son, respectively. in your 
house. First-century churches met in homes, and Paul wanted this personal 
letter read in the church that met at Philemon's house. This reading would 
hold Philemon accountable, as well as instruct the church on the matter of 
forgiveness. 
p. 1829 

Postcard,...ILecturt> '.'\ott·siStud~#G JlhilP111011 J·l-2o.<lor 
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L~~race to you and peace fmw God our Father and thf Lord Jcsy& Qbri&t 

The NET Bible translates verse 3: 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Peterson paraphrases verse 3: 

God's best to you! Christ's blessings on you! 

The B ible Knowledge Commentary t itles verse 3 and then says: 

The salutation (v. 3). 
V. 3. This salutation-Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ-is the usual Pauline greeting. It is almost 
identical in wording to the greeting in six of his other epistles (Rom., 1 and 
2 Cor. , Gal., Eph. , Phil.); the salutation in Paul's six other epistles have only 
slight variations (Col. , 1 and 2 Thes. , 1 and 2 Tim., Titus) .. . . 

It is important to note the word order. The word "peace" expresses a 
spiritual state denoting a proper relationship between God and man; it is the 
effect of only one cause: the "grace" of God. There can be no peace apart from 
grace. Peace with God, a judicial matter, comes by means of faith ... The 
peace of God, an experiential condition, results from the infilling ministry of 
the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5: 18; Gal. 5:22-23). Paul concluded the letter with a 
similar prayer regarding the "grace of the Lord Jesus Christ" (Phile . 25). 

Pn,.;tearcb/l ,ect ttrC> >:ote,.,/Stud;.'#;') - l'h iltm1011 1: 1 ·25.doc 
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'GRACE TO YOU." 

Before God could hav0 you in His family. He had to do something about your 
sin. God is holy and just and He demands that sin bring · death, ot a family 
relationship. 

God could live apart from sin and pay the penalty Himself. That is just what 
He did. Now God can forgive your sin because the price has already been paid. 
Now He can make you sons in His family. This is what GRACE i~ . ffs 
something we don't dc>sPn'e but becaus0 oflove we receive it anyway. Th<' 
lavish gift of God to us i:-1 His Son for our s in. 

E: f h . 2- : 8_," 
Beforp grace can operate,.however, we first mus recogni:6' tha we are. guilty 
and that. we need His grace. 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

\\'hpn hy faith we accPpt Go 's gracious provi::lion in Jcsu::; Christ, we nave 
peace from God our FatheT and the Lord J esus Chri::;t. 

By accepting God's love.-gift in Jesuli, Christ, we are born into the family of God 
a n we become ~is sons and daughters. 

f'o,..tt·ard,..,J,1-rture .:-.:011,, .. IStudy#'i - PhilPmon l:l·:!G ckw 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

34 

The BIG QUESTION that comes to our minds a, we. conclude this_.fin;t ::;ection 
of the letter to Phik~mon i1': 

ARE YOU IN THE FAMILY OF GOD? 

Have you availed yourself of this wonderful provision of God'? 

By grace through faith and that alone 
I'm saved. from sin s<'t free: 
~ot by works that I have done. 
"Ralvation came to me. 
By grnct> through faith, 'm justified, 
No boastfulness I know; 
Christ died. and God is reconciled 
pPaC<' doth my heart <>V<'rflow. 
H<' diPd. I live: I trust His grace; 
?\ear by His cross I stand~ 
IJc diPd I sing: I takP my place, 
and yield Bim heart and hand. 
(source unknown) 

Yes indeed. God is certainly at work in Colossae, in the family of Philemon. 
Philemon has come to know Jesus Christ as Savior. His wife Apphia has also 
come to know the Savior, as well as their son Archippus. Their common 
witness as a family has now expanded to a church which meets in their home. 

"TO GOD BE THE GLORY, GREAT THINGS HE HATH DONE~" 

Yes, God is at work in Hi providential dealin with P.hilemon and hi::; family. 

O'Brien says: 

Paul's greeting indicates a deep prayerful concern for Philemon and his 
friends that they may understand and appreciate more fully the grace of God 
in which they stand and the relationship of peace that God has established 
with them. 
p.274 
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(A Table In The Presence by Lt . Carey H. Cash) Nashville, TN: W P ublishing 
Group, Thomas Nelson, Inc.; Copyright - Carey Cash, 2004. 

I would find an AA V with its engine running, ready to push out on a 
mission. As loudly as I could, I would pound on the back of its massive hatch. 
A couple of muffled voices from inside the compartment would yell, "Who is it?" 

"It's the chaplain!" 
The hatch would swing open like an ancient vault, revealing twenty-five 

Marines huddled together-sweating, uncomfortable, faces covered in dirt, but 
good to go-ready, willing and able to execute their mission. I was always 
amazed at how many burly Marines could fit inside a poorly ventilated space 
no bigger than a long bathroom, loaded down with weapons, water, and all 
their other gear. How could they still be smiling when the hatch swung open? 

"Hey guys, how about a prayer before you head out?" 
It never failed. Just like that, without a moment's hesitation, all 

twenty-five of them would lower their rifles to their sides, grab one another 
firmly by the arms, and bow their heads. 

Of course our prayer s were simple, but they were exactly what we a ll 
needed. We prayed for protection, for courage, for victory, for faith in difficult 
moments, for the assurance that we were not alone, for help in making tough 
decisions, for grace to endure, and for strength to overcome. We called out to 
God as children, as men in need, as brothers facing trial. We relied on the 
power of the P salms, the will of God, the teachings of Jes us, and the promises 
of eternal life. We clung to hope, trusted in God's love, and believed in a divine 
purpose and pla n behind it all. 
pp. 119-120 
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II. Paul's Prayer & Petition (verses 4-7) 

( '<· ~!am thanking m y God alway,,. rem~mbering Yl/U on th~ occasions of my 
prayew 

The NET Bible translates verse 4: 

I always tha nk my God as I remember you in my prayers, 

Peterson paraphrases verse 4: 

Every t ime your name comes up in my prayers, I say, "Oh, t hank you , 
God!" 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 4-5: 

The commendation (vv. 4-7) 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 

Every let ter of Paul's except Galatians includes a n expression of thanksgiving 
in the opening. This follows t he custom, in both pagan and Christian first
cent ury corr espondence, of including a word of t hanks in the salutation. The 
words I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers a re 
almost t he same ones Pa ul used in his other pr ison epistles . .. Paul told when 
he gave thanks ("always"), a nd to whom ("God"), a nd for whom ("you ," i.e. , 
Philemon). 

Posl card:-;/ LEc>ct ure :\'ote:-;/St ud.\115 ~ Ph demon I. l-2G.dm 
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Because.. we are members of the same family, there is a love that God gives us 
one for the other. ' 

Paul mad it a practice to pray. He jus didn't pray for himself, but fo ·other::; 
and their needs as well. 

He thanks God for Philemon. 

(199 Treasures of Wisdom on Talking with God compiled from the writings of 
Andrew Mug ay) Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. Copyright- Barbour 
Publishing, Inc., 2007. 

I must take time to come into God's presence. to feel my weakness and my 
"" need, and to renew my fellowshi_p with Him. 

(Quote 1) 

Time alone with the Lord Jesus each day is the indispensabl condition of 
• growth and power. 

(Quote 2) 

Let this be my chief object in _prayer, to realize. the presence of my heavenly 
- Fathel'. Let my goal be: "Alone with God." 

(Quote 4) 

My close abiding fellowship with Christ begins with deep dependence and 
• unceasmg prayer. 

(Quote 138) 

• I have learned how indispensable.it is to meet with God every morning in 
prayer and al1ow Him to take charge of my life for the day. 
(Quote 143) 

Postcards/Lecture ::\otes/St ud.v#G PhilPmon 1: l-2G dol' 
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Th0 TWO KEYWORDS in verse 4 arc: 

1. "THANKING" and 

2. "REMEMBERING." 

As h0 begins to pray he is "THANKING" God with gratitude io · hilemon, 
Apphia, Archippus, and all of those folks in Colossae who now Jesus Christ. 
He is grateful for their companionship a nd for t heir response to the gospcl. 

S0conclly. they have rn'Pds. He is "REMEMBERING" th<> netition:-;. thP 
rcqupst:,;, and the n0eds of this flock in fhc cit ·of Colo!-3!-3ae. 
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[ !'~hearing of yo11r love and faith which you are having towards the Lorcl 
- J esus and unto all the saints: 

The NET Bible translates verse 5: 

because I hear of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the 
saints. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 5: 

I keep hearing of the love and faith you have for the Master J esus, which 
brims over to other believers. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Paul also told why (because I hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love for all the saints). The coupling of faith in Christ and love for 
the saints was also true of the Ephesians ... the Colossians . . . the 
Thessalonians ... 

Paul may have heard about Philemon's faith in Christ and love for the 
saints from Onesimus and Epaphras. Philemon's faith in Christ produced love 
for all the saints. Since Philemon loved "all" the saints, he surely should 
include Onesimus, now a saint, in his love! 

Paul is talking about the-VERTICAL and the HORIZONTAL here: 

1. VERTICAL-"[! AM] HEARING OF YOUR LOVE AND FAITH] 
!WHICH YOU ARE HAVING TOWARDS THE LORD JESUS" and 

2. !HORIZONTAL-that same "LOVE AND FAITH ... UNTO ALL 
HE SAINTS." 

Po,.trards/l,ecture :-\ote,./Stucl~-#0 PhilPmon 1 : 1-~Ii doc 
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He heard from Onesim us and.Epaphras of the "LOVE AND FAITH" of 
Philcmonr. 

'When J?eople hear about you, what i::. it that they hear? Summarize it in one 
statement. In Philemon'.s case it was his "LOVE AND FAITH." 

These arejhsr.TWO THINGS) that Philemon was going to have to have for 
O'nesimus: 

(!;;> "LOVE" for him even though he had run away and 

(:%) "FAITH" in him that he really had changed. 

'TOWARDS THE LORD JESUS AND UNTO ALL THE SAINTS." 

A person can not really know what love is until he finds out.a nd acceJ?t::> God'::; 
lov in Jesus Christ. \'\Jien God's love is responded to and the relationship is 
established, God loves those around Him a nd through Him. 

The FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT is LOVE. It is God loving through these bodies of 
ours. 

The "LOVE" here is: 

1. "TOWARDS THE LORD JESUS" and then 

2. "UNTO ALLTHE SAINTS." 

Because we are in the same family, God has given us a love for one another. 

Postc'al'dstl .N'turt> :\'o(p..;/!)tud.v#G - Philt>mo11 I. I -2ii.dc)(' 
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We read in: 

. . . God is love. 

l .Jgbp 4:10 (version unknown) 

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and gave 
Himself for us. 

Hannah Hurnard in her book The Mountain of Spices points out that: 

\Yhen men love they fulfill the law of their being. When the_ break the law of 
love they disrupt and frustrate the very law of life . As long as they love they 
are healthy and happy and harmonious, but when.they cease to love and begin 
to think envious, resentful, bitter, unforgiving and selfish thoughts, they begin 
to destroy t emselves. Fol' every part of their being is poisoned then by 
unloving thoughts. 
(source unknown) 

The world is starved for love and doesn't know it. Just go on loving. 1t always 
wms in the end. 

Raymond Lull, missionary to the Muslims of North Africa, says: 

He who lives through love cannot die. 
(source unknown) 

The more you love and trust God, the more you will love and trust those 
around you. God allow · us to express our love and t rust toward others i the 
circumstances of life. 

Po.-.;(carclsiLPct ure :\"otfc',.;/Study#ii - PhilPmon J: I ·~ii .doe 
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The final test of true love is the DESIRE FOR ONENESS. W see this 
characteristic exhibited in beautiful c arity in the symbols Qf h_umanlove and 
the marriage union. The de.sire of two peo_ple to become on with each other, 
thislrnman love is only a faint.picture of t he divine-love. 

Reuel Howe in his book The Creative Years points out four things we must do if 
we would love: 

1. ... we rnust listen to one another . ... 

2. . .. we must be responsible for one another . . . . 

3. . .. love is our acceptance of one another . . .. 

4. . .. we must believe int ove . .. . 
pp. 74-81 

To live above with..saints we love, 
Oh that will be grac and glory: 
To live below with saint· we know, 
Oh that's a different story. 
(source unknown) 

Philemon, we have heard of "YOUR LOVE AND FAITH": 

1. for "THE LORD JESUS" and then 

2. for "THE SAINTS" of those in the family of God. -;;:;.; 

Henry says: 

Love to Christ, and fait h in him, a re prime Christian graces, for which there is 
great ground of praise to God. He praises God likewise for Philem on's love to 
a ll t he sain ts. These two must go together. Different sent iments a nd ways in 
what is not essential will not make a difference of affection as to th e truth . 
p. 1907 

Po;;tcarcblLfft urP :\"otps/Stucl~'#!) - Ph ilPmon l: J .:Z!) doc· 
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Larson says: 

P a ul mentioned two sterling qualities in Philemon: faith in the Lord 
Jesus a nd love for all the saints. Philemon's salvation rested in Jesus 
Christ and the cross. But his faith was continuous. Philemon demonstrated 
a n abiding faith in Christ through his life. His trust was placed firmly in 
Christ. 

This faith resulted in love-agape-self-sacrificing love which sought the 
welfare and benefit of others. Philemon's conduct was marked by giving, 
kindness, and generosity. Philemon's love was inclusive: for all the saints. 
In commending him for this indiscriminate love, Paul continued to lay the 
groundwork for Onesimus's inclusion in Philemon's household and in the 
Colossian church. Onesimus would return not as a slave, but as a saint, a 
person deserving of the same affection as all t he other believers. 
p.402 

Lenski says: 

The iterative present participle: "hearing of thy love," etc., r efers to what 
Onesimus is telling Paul about Philemon and includes what Epaphras adds. 
One may mention love first and faith second; their relation remains the same, 
love is ever the fruit of faith. This ... is the love of intelligence and 
corresponding purpose. 
p.955 

MacArthur says: 

How Love Works in Philemon 

Deals honestly 
with others (v. 12) 

Bears the burdens 
of others (v. 18) 

Grateful for the 
best in others (v 4) 

Believes the best 
of othm (v. 21 ) 

The MacArthur Bible Handbook, by John MacArthur (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 
2003) 458. © 2003 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. 
p. 1829 
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McGee says: 

The life of Philemon was a testimony. Paul describes it in a lovely way. He 
showed love toward the Lord Jesus and toward other believers. His faith was 
toward the Lord Jesus, and he was faithful to other believers. That is 
interesting. 
p.499 

Patrick & Lowth say: 

Here the apostle useth the figure synethesis; for "faith is to be referred to 
Christ, and love to the saints;" according to those words of the same apostle, 
"We give thanks for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of 
the love which you have to all the saints," Col. i. 4. 
p.879 
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Spurgeon says: 

NATURE is selfish, but grace is loving. He who boasts that he cares for 
nobody, and nobody cares for him, is the reverse of a Christian, for Jesus 
Christ enlarges the heart when He cleanses it. None so tender and 
sympathetic as our Master, and if we be truly His disciples, the same mind will 
be in us which was also in Christ Jesus. The apostle Paul was eminently large
hearted and sympathetic. Surely he had enough to do at Rome to bear his own 
troubles and to preach the gospel. If, like the priest in the parable of the good 
Samaritan, he had "passed by on the other side," he might have been excused, 
for he was on the urgent business of t hat Master who once said to His seventy 
messengers, "Salute no man by the way." We might not have wondered if he 
had said, "I cannot find time to attend to the wants of a runaway slave." But 
Paul was not of that mind. He had been preaching, and Onesimus had been 
converted, and henceforth he regarded him as his own son. I do not know why 
Onesimus came to Paul. Perhaps he went to him as a great many scapegraces 
have come to me- because their fathers knew me; and so, as Onesimus's 
master had known Paul, the servant applied to his master's friend, perhaps to 
beg some little help in his extremity. Anyhow, Paul seized the opportunity and 
preached to him Jesus, and the runaway slave became a believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Paul watched him, admired the character of his convert, and was 
glad to be served by him, and when he thought it right that he should return to 
his master, Philemon, he took a deal of trouble to compose a letter of apology 
for him, a letter which shows long thinking, since every word is well selected: 
albeit that the Holy Spirit dictated it, inspiration does not prevent a man's 
exercising thought and care on what he writes. 
p. 5 

Vincent says: 

Love and faith are both exercised towards the Lord Jesus, and by a 
hasty and compressed construction, due to the momentum of the previous part 
of the clause, the saints also are made the objects of both love and faith, 
instead of his writing, 'the love and the faith which thou hast towards the Lord 
Jesus, and the love which thou hast to all the saints.' 
p. 178 
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[;. ~that the feUQ:.Yship (shar.ini:l Qf your faith may be!:Qme effectjv~ in the 
knowled~ of ey~y good thin~ which is in us unto Christ. 

The NET Bible translates verse 6: 

I pray that the faith you share with us may deepen your understanding 
of every blessing that belongs to you in Christ. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 6: 

And I keep praying that this faith we hold in common keeps showing up 
in the good things we do, and that people recognize Christ in all of it. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says of verse 6: 

Having commended Philemon's faith and love (v. 5) Paul expanded on 
Philemon's faith (v. 6) and his love (v. 7). Paul's prayer was that Philemon 
(you is sing.) would be active in sharing his faith ... The relationship of the 
second clause to the first is difficult to translate. The NIV suggests that the 
second is a result of the first: so that you will have a full understanding of 
every good thing we have in Christ. Philemon's sharing of his faith would 
then lead to a full understanding of his spiritual blessings. However, the NIV 
words "so that you will have" are simply the one Greek word en ("in"). This 
hints that the first clause results from the second. As Philemon would gain a 
fuller understanding of his blessings in Christ he would become more active in 
sharing Him. He would share Christ in (i.e., in the sphere of) his full 
understanding of his blessings. The more a believer comes to comprehend all 
he has in Christ the more eager he is to share Him with others. The "full 
understanding" is epignosei, mentioned in Paul's prayers in each of the other 
prison epistles ... 
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Paul is saying in his letteT to Philemon in verse 6, MY PRAYER, MY 
~ETITION is: 

(THAT THE FELLOWSHIP (SHARING) OF YOUR FAITH MAY 
iBECOME EFFECTIVE IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF EVERY GOOD 

HING WHICH IS IN US UNTO CHRIST." 

As we love with the love of God, God gives us the oppoi:tunit to share our faith 
with othe.rs. When we see the effec of our aith on the Jives of others, we 
become convinced of the reality of what we have in Christ. 

When something works you are convinced that its OK, it's great. 

When the little buggy is purring along, it's the greatest car in town. Why? 
Because it works. When it throws a rod and burns a clutch because of the way 
we drive it, we really get ticked. The dumb car! It won't run! 

One of the greatest experiences for th Christian is. to be convinced of tbe 
reality of your own faith is t hrough love and to share it with others. \\Then you 
-see it work in their lives, it's a stimulus for further growth in your own. 

OUR LOVE IS PROVEN BY OUR WILLINGNESS TO SHARE. 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

Paul prays that Philemon's faith will be effective-a term that speaks of 
being in good working order (Heb. 4:12, where powerful translates the same 
word). Working faith is a sharing faith; it is the acknowled gment of what 
Christ has done in the believer's life (Eph. 3:17-19). That kind of faith will also 
result in the sharing of possessions with other believers (vv. 17, 18). 
p. 1630 
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How to Give Glory to God 

The glory of God is man fully alive. 

-Irenaeus, early Christian Father (died c. 200) 

© 2010 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

(PreachingToday .com) 

You reflect your love for the Savior by your conduct. 

Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his 
friends. 

&fl f"fh• 6:14 (TLB) 

Whatever we do, it is certainly not for our own profit, but because 
Christ's love controls us now. 

ltbif??Pitl (TLB) 

Be full of love for others, following the example of Christ who loved you 
and gave himself to God as a sacrifice to take away your sins . ... 

For though we have never yet seen God, when we love each other God 
lives in us and his love within us grows ever stronger. 

It was Jonathan Livingston Seagull who said: 

"It's good t be a seeker, bu sooner or later you have to be a finder . And then it is 
e. well to give what you have found a gift into the world for whoever will accept it." 

(source unknown) 
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G· i For I had m 11ch i2Y and enco11tail'ment on acCQllllt Qf yo11r !Qve, l!~Cil!IS!i 
~he hearts of the saints have been refreshed throue"h you. brother. 

The NET Bible translates verse 7: 

I have had great joy and encouragement because of your love, for the 
hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 7: 

Friend, you have no idea how good your love makes me feel , doubly 
so when I see your hospitality to fellow believers. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Philemon's love (cf. vv. 5, 9) resulted in joy and encouragement for Paul, for 
Philemon had refreshed the hearts of the saints. "Rcfre8hed" .. . is the word 
the Lord U8ed in latthew 11:28, ''Come to 1\Ie, all you wbo are weary and 
burdc-ncd, and I will give you rest" ... "I will refresh you''). Philemon, having 
been spiritually "refreshed" by Christ , could refresh others. "Hearts" is not the 
normal Greek word kardia for heart, but is splanchna (lit., "inner parts of the 
body"). The emotions stemmed from the inner parts, according to some Greeks. 
Thus this is a deep emotional term. Paul used it again in Philemon 12 and 20 ... 
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Vcn;e 7 egins with the little word "FOR" which is the expression of a 
JiEASON. 

"FOR I HAD" TWO THINGS: 

1. "MUCH JOY'' and 

2. "ENCOURAGEMENT ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR LOVE." 

Then he gives a further REASON: 

"BECAUSE THE HEARTS OF THE SAINTS HAVE BEEN 
i!lEFRESHED THROUGH YOU, BROTHER. 

Paul in prison was affected by th ovc.of Ehilemon in Colossae. P has much 
joy and encouragement. 

He wasn't the only one affected. Tho hearts of the other mombcl's of God's 
family were refreshed by his love. 

# re you a joy and an encouragement. to others by you.r love for them? 

. ~ ~ Is the love of God having free course in your lifo? Have you just kept the love 
"f"""""" of God for yourself and not allowed it to flow form your life to others? 

J. _ Christian, because you are in th amily of God, God has provided Hlli love for 
~ you whic He wants displaye for others in the family as well as for those who 

aren't in the family. 

Friend. you've come and you know nothing of the love of God. You can for God 
loves us with an everlasting lovP that never c anges. You can't gPt beyond His 
love. :-\o matter wbat you do, His love just-continues on. Have you spurned 
that love in your selfish pursuits? Does that kin of lovc_flow from your life as 
a Christian for others? 
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Barclay says: 

It means that we learn about Christ by giving to others. It means that we 
receive from Christ by sharing with others. It means that by emptying 
ourselves we are filled with Christ. It means that the poorer we make 
ourselves in giving, the richer we are in the gifts of Christ. It means that to be 
open-handed and generous-hearted is the surest way to learn more and more of 
the wealth of Christ. The man who knows most of Christ is not the intellectual 
scholar, not even the saint who shuts himself up and spends his days in prayer, 
but the man who moves in loving generosity amongst his fellow-men. 
p. 319 

Dunnam says: 

There is a beautiful expression in verse 7: 'The hearts of the saints have been 
refreshed by you." By the strength of his love and the gifts of that love, 
Philemon has strengthened the entire Christian community. No wonder for 
the second time Paul calls him "brother." 
p.403 

Lenski says: 

The final address, "brother," is highly effective; it is a full 
acknowledgment that in all these acts Philemon had shown himself a true 
brother of Paul and a call now to show himself such a brother by the way in 
which he received Onesimus. 
p.958 

Lightfoot says: 

This sentence again must not be connected with the words immediately 
preceding. It gives the motive of the Apostle's thanksgiving mentioned in ver. 
4. This thanksgiving was the outpouring of gratitude for the joy and comfort 
that he had received in his bonds from the report of Philemon's generous 
charity. 
p.336 
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Moule says: 

For much joy I had ... when Epaphras gave me his report upon your life, 
and much encouragement to my own faith the zeal, on account of your love, 
thus shewn in its living fruits; for truly the hearts ... of the saints, the feelings 
of the poor and troubled converts around you, have been rested, refreshed and 
consoled, through you, brother. You have been the Lord's loving agent . . . He 
has used you as His almoner; well may I embrace you, in spirit, with a 
brother's arms. 
p. 306 

(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 
Hendrickson. Copyright - Unknown. 

Labour to help others, and especially strive to encourage them. Talk cheerily 
to the young and anxious enquirer, lovingly try to remove stumbling-blocks out 
of his way. When you find a spark of grace in the heart, kneel down and blow 
it into a flame. Leave the young believer to discover the roughness of the road 
by degrees, but tell him of the strength which dwells in God, of the sureness of 
the promise, and of the charms of communion with Christ. Aim to comfort the 
sorrowful, and to animate the desponding. Speak a word in season to him that 
is weary, and encourage those who are fearful to go on their way with gladness. 
God encourages you by His promises; Christ encourages you as He points to the 
heaven He has won for you, and the Spirit encourages you as He works in you 
to will and to do of His own will and pleasure. Imitate divine wisdom, and 
encourage others, according to the word of this evening. 
p.523 

~(Choosing Gratitude: Your Journey to Joy by Nancy Leigh DeMoss with 
Lawrence Kimbrough) Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright- Nancy Leigh 
DeMoss, 2009. 

Should it not follow, then, that super-abounding grace ought to be met by 
.~J/uper-duper-abounding gratitude? 
~ . But does it? Is the gratitude that flows out of your life as abounding as 

the grace that has flowed into your life? 
Undeniable guilt, plus undeserved grace, should equal unbridled 

gratitude. 
p. 35 
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hoosin Gratitude: Your Journe to Jo by Nancy Leigh DeMoss with 
Lawrence Kimbrough) Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright- Nancy Leigh 
DeMoss, 2009. 

The beauty of Christian gratitude is that one little act of thanksgiving 
on our part-when directed toward or inspired by its rightful Recipient-can 

il)/bound and rebound from one end of th kingdom to the other, not onl blessing 
~ God, not only benefiting us, but even lodging itself in places and in people 

where God's love might never have been received any other wa 
p . 39 

Pursuing God at work in the construction zone, we have considered our FIRS'U 
TWO POINTS: 

G Philemon & Family (verses 1-3) 

~ Paul's Prayer & Petition (verses 4-7) 

\\'e now come to: 

~ Power of a Providential Appointment (verse 8-14) 

You intended t o harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish 
what is now being done, the saving of ma ny lives. 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set etern ity 
in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end. 

And we know t hat God causes all things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 
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Yes God is at work. We are in._a CONSTRUCTION ZONE as we study the 
verses in Philemon. 

The FOUR BIG P's that stand out in mv study of this little c istle arc: 

Philemon- how God has BROUGHT HIM PROVIDENTIALLY to 
the Savior, 

How God has been [)EALING PROVIDENTIALLY behind tht' 
scenes in every wa{ to bring a runaway slave to the Savior. 

Not only is His providence at work, He is also faithfully lwhina 
the :-;cenes making ,PROVISION in every situation, and 

Yes. He does have an ultimate PURPOSE in mind in what is now 
being ex re:-;sed in these verse~ in the hook of Philemon. 

Let's turn our attention now to: c9 Power of a Providential Appointment (ver•e · 8-14) 
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c@1_ Power of a Providential Appointment (verses 8-14) 

&. ;' Wh~[efore ha vin1: much bQld.w:ss in Ch[ist t Q be CQmmandin1: you that 
I which is befittin~ (your duty). 

The NET Bible translates verse 8: 

So, although I have quite a lot of confidence in Christ and could 
command you to do what is proper, 

Peterson paraphrases verse 8: 

In line with all this I have a favor to ask of you. As Christ's ambassador 
and now a prisoner for him, 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The Body of the Letter (vv. 8-21) .... 
The plea (vu. 8-12, 17). 

Paul then gave his recommendations regarding the runaway slave 
Onesimus. Throughout this plea the apostle's words were courteous, and yet 
they bore a note of authority and earnestness. He revealed a double truth. 
Onesimus was now a son in the faith to Paul (v. 10), and Onesimus was now a 
brother to Philemon (v. 16). The latter forms a Christian reply to the horrible 
institution of slavery. Onesimus, in the lowest social status in the Roman 
world-a slave with no rights-was on a spiritual plane equal with his owner 
Philemon and with the leading apostle! 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says this about verse 8: 

Therefore introduces the application of Paul's prior words (vv. 4-7). 
Philemon's love, demonstrated to all the saints, should now include Onesimus. 
As an apostle Paul said he could be bold and order you to do what you 
ought to do, but he refrained. The word "bold" is parresian, rendered 
" " d" fid " courage an con i ence ... 

Paul is preparing to ask Philemon to receive Onesimus back in this verse. 

Because of his position in Christ, he could be right to tell Philemon what to do 
in this case but he would rather do it another way if he could. 

'.Acts 4:31 

And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together 
was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to 
speak the word of God with boldness. 

Carson says: 

His wherefore links the main matter of his letter with his introductory 
remarks. These are not to be taken as just so much preliminary small talk 
before he gets down to business, for it is because of the love which has 
characterized Philemon's life and witness, that Paul can write in the way he 
does. It is because they move in an atmosphere of love that the request can 
come, not in terms of an apostolic command to be obeyed, but of a humble 
petition which calls for a willing consent. Paul does not deny his apostolic 
authority. Indeed he asserts that he has the courage to command Philemon; 
and that courage is not because of some position of superiority which he has 
wrongly arrogated to himself, for it is in Christ, i.e. it springs from Paul's 
commission by the Lord. But for love's sake, to avoid any possibility of marring 
the harmony, he comes, not as the authoritative apostle , but as a suppliant ... 
p. 107 
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Larson says: 

Having affirmed the strength of Philemon 's Christian love and devotion for all 
believers and the personal joy he brought Paul, the apostle asked Philemon to 
receive back his runaway slave. Paul wanted Philemon not only to permit his 
return but to welcome him as a fellow-believer, a brother in Christ, extending to 
him the same love, goodness, and friendship that all Christians deserve. 
p.403 

Lenski says: 

"Wherefore" takes up what Paul has written in v. 4-7 about his 
thankfulness and his joy because of Philemon's faith and love and applies to 
the whole statement now made. The participial clause is concessive: "although 
I have." Paul says that after what has been told him about Philemon he really 
has no hesitation regarding his actually directing him as to what is the proper 
thing for him to do, namely in the matter about which Paul is writing. A man 
like Philemon would not be offended when he is frankly told what he ought to 
do. 

This is a sincere compliment to Philemon. 
p . 959 

Vincent says: 

Boldness growing out of their Christian relations. Their personal intimacy, 
St. Paul's apostolic office, and Philemon's obligation to him for his conversion 
(vs. 19), would warrant the apostle, if so disposed, in laying his commands 
upon Philemon in the matter of receiving Onesimus. 
p . 182 
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Fenelon Selected Writin s - The Classics of Western S iritualit Edited and 
nslated by Chad Helms) Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press. Copyright 

Chad Helms, 2006. 

Small opportunities are unforeseen; they come by at any given moment; they 
constantly put us in conflict with our pride. our laziness. our arrogance. our 
recklessness and our pain. They go around breaking our will in everything and 
leaving us no reserve if we want to be faithful. Human nature never has time 
to catch its breath and must die to all its inclinations. We would a hundred 
times rather undergo great sacrifices for God, no matter how violent or painful, 
provided that we make up for them with the freedom of being able to follow our 
desires and habits in all other little matters. However, it is only by 
faithfulness in little things that the grace of true love is maintained and 
distinguishes itself from the ephemeral fervor of human nature. 
p. 190 

Po,..tl'ar1l'"'/Lpctun• :\'ote,../Study1t5 Philemon 1:1·2!l doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

59 

T y, ~ ~hillll~h l2v~ Illlh~r I am b~~ein~ y2u, b~in~ §u~h a Qne a§ I'.al!l, an 
- ambassador (the aged). but now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 

The NET Bible translates verse 9: 

I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love-I, Paul, an old man 
and even now a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jes us-

Peterson paraphrases verse 9: 

I wouldn't hesitate to command this if I thought it necessary, but I'd 
rather make it a personal request. 

The CONTRAST between verses 8 & 9: 

verse 8- the apostle says because of my "boldness in Christ [I could] be 
commanding_you that which is befitting .{your duty) ," 

but in CONTRAS'TI 

verse 9-"THROUGH LOVE RATHER I AM BEGGING YOU." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Paul's appeal was on the basis of love, probably Philemon's love ... 
To receive back and forgive Onesimus would be a laudable expression of 
Philemon's love to both Onesimus and Paul. Further motivation for heeding 
Paul's plea was that Paul was both an old man and now also a prisoner of 
Christ Jesus . .. Being an "old man" . .. meant that Paul had authority ... 
and also that Paul's position as an imprisoned old man greatly restricted what 
he himself could do for Onesimus. Also, the reminder that Paul was 
imprisoned might appeal to Philemon's sympathy. Thus Onesimus' restitution 
depended on Philemon. Paul's calling himself an old man undoubtedly was in 
contrast to Onesimus rather than to Philemon. 
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"THROUGH LOVE." 

Paul is going to appeal to Philemon on the basis of love that h ha ju ·t 
commended in Philemon's life. 

'I AM BEGGING YOU, BEING SUCH A ONE AS PAUL, AN AMBASSADOR 
(THE AGED), BUT NOW ALSO A PRISONER OF CHRIST JESUS." 

:\request coming from a prison, from a man who is ready to sacrifict' his lifP for 
the Gospel of Chris t, cannot be lightly refm:;ed. 

Notice Paul again refers to himself as "A PRISONER OF CHRIST JESUS" as 
he did in verse 1. He ah~o speaks of his age as well as his condition in making 
this appeal. 

Henry says: 

Years bespeak respect. The request of an aged apostle, and now suffering for 
Christ and his gospel, should be tenderly considered. 
p. 1908 

(365 Days of Hope: Encouragement for Those Facing Loss. Pain. and 
Disappointment by Joni Eareckson Tada and Dave & Jan Dravecky) 
Federal Way, WA: World Vision. Copyright-Joni Eareckson Tada, Dave 
Dravecky, and Jan Dravecky, 2005. 

WHAT OTHERS HA VE SAID 

As selfishness and complaint pervert and cloud the mina, so love with its joy 
clears and .sharpens the vision. - Helen Keller 
(November 22) 
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NEIGHBORLY LOVE 

It would have been simpler just to buy a new hair dryer. But 
determined to save a buck, I decided to fix it myself. In order to loosen the 
screw that was buried deep in the handle, I took out the ultimate handyman's 
helper-my pocket knife. As I put pressure on the knife to turn the screw, the 
blade folded back-on my finger. 

I learned a lesson that day: I love myself. And I am urgent about 
meeting my needs. There was no thought of, "Well, I don't really have time to 
stop the bleeding now. I'll get to it later." Also, there was a tenderness about 
how the need was met. I instructed my first-aid team (my wife and kids) to 
wash my finger gently and then to put the bandage on in a way that would 
avoid having the hairs on my finger pulled up when it was removed. My 
thoughts, words, and actions were driven by my love for myself. 

To love "your neighbor as yourself' (Luke 10:27) requires the same 
urgent kind of love. It's a love that notices the need of another person and 
won't rest until it's been met. It's a gentle, tender love that thinks and acts 
carefully. It's the sacrificial and compassionate love that a nameless 
Samaritan had for a fallen traveler. It's the kind oflove God wants to share 
with your neighbors through you. - Joe Stowell 

Lord, help me see the heartfelt needs 
Of those within my care, 

And grant that through my words and deeds 
Your love with them I'll share. -D. De Haan 

You cannot touch your neighbor's 
heart with anything less than your own. 

(From Our Daily Bread, Friday, January 22, 2010) 
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[ :v, ~I aw bee-J:ine: YQ!I cow:i:miniUllY ~hild, of w!J2111 I b~~awe the father 
while in prison. 

The NET Bible translates verse 10: 

I am appealing to you concerning my child, whose spiritual father I have 
become during my imprisonment, that is, Onesimus, 

Peterson paraphrases verse 10: 

While here in jail, I've fathered a child, so to speak. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

The verb I appeal . . . was repeated from verse 9, thus giving it special force. 
This plea was for Paul's son . . . "my own child"), a term of endearment, which 
Paul used elsewhere only of Timothy and Titus ... Onesimus, having escaped 
from his owner, somehow met Paul in Rome. Led to the Savior by Paul, 
Onesimus became Paul's son while he was in chains. Since the slave was 
converted while Paul was in prison, their relationship was probably stronger. 
What an encounter it must have been between that slave and that prisoner! 
But the slave-prisoner relationship became spiritually a son-father relationship. 
Paul thought of himself as a father to those he won to the Lord ... A special 
bond of Christian affection exists between a believer and the person God used to 
bring him to Christ. 

In Greek, the word Onesimus is last in Philemon 10, evidently withheld 
deliberately in order to render Philemon's heart more tender. 
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You notice that Paul hasn' mentioned Onesimus yet. He is leading up to i but 
he. has to tell Philemon everything before he makes his request. 

He could have commanded Philemon but he wanted to go th love route and 
ap12eal to the heart of Philemon. So he is begging him on the basis that he is 
older and a lso in prison. 

In this verse he tells us what his appeal is: 

"I AM BEGGING YOU CONCERNING MY CHILD." 

Onesimus was Paul's child in th spiritual sense in t hat God used Paul to bring 
Onesimu ·nto th family of God. 

"OF WHOM I BECAME THE FATHER WHILE IN PRISON." 

Paul shared his faith with others even while he was in prison. Nothing could 
stop him from sharing his Savior with men. 

Here in this verse our minds return to the thought of the FAMILY OF GOD. 
In the family there are: 

LEARNED THEOLOGIANS LIKE PAUL, 

H OUSEWIVES LIKE APPHIA, 

WEALTHY BUSINESSMEN LIKE PHILEMON 

MINISTERS LIKE ARCHIPPUS, 

MISSIONARIES LIKE TIMOTHYl, and 

OUTCAST SLAVES LIKE ONESIMUS. 

All the barriers are broken down and all are. one. in Christ and members of the 
family of God. 
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Carl Henry says: 

The runaway slave got in touch with Paul in Rome-in what way we know not, 
whether in needy circumstances or in genuine desire of salvation-and the 
apostle during his own captivity became a spiritual father to him, leading him 
to faith in Christ and to conversion. 

Owing to this personal experience of saving grace of Christ, Onesimus 
(meaning in Greek "useful" or "profitable") indeed became very useful as a 
regenerated man both to Philemon and to Paul, although in his former state he 
was useless or unserviceable (v. 11). Christ made the whole difference. And 
this gave Paul confidence to plead with Philemon to receive Onesimus back, to 
whom he had become attached as to his "very heart" (v. 12). 
p. 383 

Lenski says: 

The possessive adjective "my own" is stronger than the pronoun "my." 
Onesimus is Paul's own "child." All the tender love that lies in this word is 
enhanced by the relative clause: "whom I begot (we should use the perfect: 
have begotten) in this imprisonment"; the article has the force of "this" or of 
"my." ... "imprisonment" with or without fetters ... (v. 9), "a prisoner." Paul 
is the spiritual father of this "child" (I Cor. 4:15). In Gal. 4:19 Paul uses the 
figure of a mother. In addition to the tender love that is contained in this 
expression there lies in it the thought of immaturity: Onesimus is only a child 
as yet and in this condition needs much tender care lest his young spiritual life 
suffer or die. Paul places these words before the name "Onesimus" so that they 
may immediately touch Philemon's heart. 
p.962 

McGee says: 

Paul is pleading on behalf of his son. Paul was not married, but he had many 
sons. He calls Timothy and Titus his sons, and now Onesimus. These are his 
spiritual sons. He had led Onesimus to the Lord even though he himself was a 
prisoner at the time. 
pp . 499-500 
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Spurgeon says: 

"I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion," rolls like thunder alike from the cross of 
Calvary and from the mount of Sinai. The Lord is a sovereign, and doeth as He 
pleases. Let us admire t hat marvellous electing love which selected such a one 
as Onesimus! 
p . 6 

(A Table In The Presence by Lt. Carey H. Cash) Nashville, TN: W Publishing 
Group, Thomas Nelson, Inc.; Copyright - Carey Cash, 2004. 

Looking back, I am certain that t he great harvest of souls I saw reaped during 
the war was because courageous young Marines who were spread throughout 
the battalion, providentially placed in their platoons by t he hand of God, 
offered a living testimony of knowing Christ to the others. 
p. 128 

(The Furious Longing of God by Brennan Manning) Colorado Springs, CO: 
David C. Cook. Copyright- Brennan Manning, 2009. 

As t he brilliant contemplative Caterine de Rueck Doherty observes in 
The Gospel Without Compromise: 

p.61 

The Gospel can be summed up by saying that 
it is the tremendous, tender, compassionate, 

gentle, extraordinary, explosive, 
revolutionary revelation of Christ's love. 
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E· 11 \ Onesiwus, the Qlle wh<> was Qll&ll useles§ iQ you, but llQW u seful QQih w 
I you and to me. 

The NET Bible translates verse 11: 

who was formerly useless to you, but is now useful to you and me. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 11: 

And here he is, hand-carrying this letter-Onesimus! He was useless to 
you before; now he's useful to both of us. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Onesimus, a common name for slaves, means "useful." But this slave, by 
running away, had become the opposite of his name. He was then of no use to 
his owner. The words but now suggest a change resulting from his new birth. 
He who was useless . .. had become useful ... both to you and to me. 
"St. Paul seems to say, 'He belied his name in days past; he will more than 
deserve it now"' (Alfred Barry, "The Epistle to Philemon," in Ellicott's 
Commentary on the Whole Bible, 4:273). Onesimus was then doubly useful, to 
Paul as well as Philemon. This clever play on words on the slave's name no 
doubt strengthened the force of the apostle's request. 

The name Onesimus means PROFITABLE. In times past he was unprofitable, 
but now e is rofitable. He is now living up to his name. 

(KJV) 

They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one 
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Luther said: 

\Ve are all God's Onesimi. 
(source unknown) 

67 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

"[HE] WAS ONCE USELESS TO YOU, BUT NOW USEFUL BOTH TO YOU 
AND TO ME." 

He ran away a !PAGAN and.Paul returns him as a CHRISTIAN. 

~rhat a tribute to t he grace of God. What an example of the power of God: 

The thief on the cross, 

The prodigal son , and 

Onesimus. "J 

No one is impossible for God. The first battle i ove ·when.a man is brought 
face to face with his neglected, rejected Savior and finds imself falling at His 
feet , the willing ca12tive of His 1ove and power. 

James Denny points out: 

Christianity is the power which can make bad men good. 
(source unknown) 
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The power of God is provided today to change lives. 

Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 
passed away; behold, new things have come. 

Take for example a CATERPILLAR crawling in the dust, an ugly airy worm. 
One day this worm weaves a bout ifs body a cocoon. Out of this cocoon thel'e 
emerges a butterfly. \Ve do not fully understand what has taken place. We 
know only that where once a woTm had crawled in the dust, now a butterfly 
BOaT&in the heavens. So it is with the Christian. \\There once we lived on the 
lowest level, we now dwell on the highest place, experiencing a full and 
abundant life. 

Paul has seen this vower in his own life as he was transformed from an enemy 
to a loyal supporter of Jesus Christ. 

He was so bad Barnabas had to go along with him to recommend him. Every 
time he cam around in those early days all the Christians took off for the 
dingle berries. 

When he was in Damascus the Lord called one of His faithful followers 
Ananias to go call on Saul. Ananias said: "LOTd, I have heard by many of this 
man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem." Don't you know 
when he went he was scared. I bet he tiptoed up to that doo ·and knocked on it 
with a sponge. 

Ananias learned that day something of the power of God in human lives. 
Philemon is to learn the same of Onesimus. 
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The power of God was displayed in the life of Jesus hrist upon the earth as 
He: 

changed water to wine, 

replaced sicknes and disease with health and strength, 

calmed the winds and the waves, 

fed the hungry multitude. 

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth 

Do you know anything of this power that can take a rebellious criminal like 
Onesimus and transform him into a child of God? 

The power of God resides in Jesus Christ. 

This power is not just meant to change the lion to a lamb and thP buzzard to a 
dove. but it is available to the Christian for daily living. It keeps on changing 
us as we grow. 

*91f~(KJV) 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth 

NWW'e•ti3 (version unknown) 

I am ready for anything through the strength of the one who indwells 
me. 
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D"it' . ?Ti' l:H (KJV) 

Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all 
patience and longsuffering with joyfulness 

.1:·~ !~? (KJV) 

For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind 

Mi@ 8:"8 (KJV) 

But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the LORD, ... 

Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: ... 

\\'ho can measure the power of God in the human lifo? The Power that,. created 
the univer Re and put the stars in place is the Power that changed the heart of 
One-sim us and will cha nge our hearts ton igh t as well. 

I TWO THINGS/arc said about Oncsimus here in verse H: 

I(!? "[HE'S] THE ONE WHO WAS ONCE USELESS TO YOU" a nd 

in CONTRAS 

(!) "BUT NOW USEFUL BOTH TO YOU AND TO ME." 
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Spurgeon says: 

No, dear friend, but inasmuch as God has forgiven you, try to undo all the 
wrong, and prove the sincerity of your repentance by so doing. So Onesimus 
will go back to Philemon, and work out his term of years with him, or 
otherwise do Philemon's wishes, for though he might have preferred to wait 
upon Paul, his first duty was due to the man whom he had injured. That 
showed a gentle, humble, honest, upright spirit; and let Onesimus be 
commended for it: nay, let the grace of God be extolled for it. Look at the 
difference between the man who robbed, and the man who now comes back to 
be profitable to his master. 
p . 7 

(Axiom: Powerful Leadership Proverbs by Bill Hybels) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. Copyright- Bill Hybels, 2008. 

The painful truth is that unless we become consistently profitable, we will not 
exist to minister another day. 
p.46 
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- J 
Lv. 12 whom I sent back to yoy. It is he himself that is my very heart. L-----' , 

The NET Bible translates verse 12: 

I have sent him (who is my very heart) back to you. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 12: 

I'm sending him back to you, but it feels like I'm cutting off my right 
arm in doing so. 

;Back in verse 10 the apostle calls Onesimus "my child." 

Here in ver se 12 "HE ... IS MY VERY HEART." 

W~o 1 > 1 deq b.Ja<;. 1 '.f .ftt> 7 o b a ~I< ~ 
' 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verse 12 and t hen says: 

A PLEA FROM THE HEART 
.. . Paul passed the problem on to Philemon: I am sending him . . . back to 
you. Philemon would not have opportunity to think over Pa ul's request before 
seeing Onesimus. Inst ead, facing Onesimus, the slave owner would need to 
decide right then. Since this converted slave was, as P a ul wrot e, my very 
heart . .. how could Philemon refuse his friend P aul? The apostle certainly 
knew the art of friendly per suasion! This ver se suggests that Onesimus 
himself was the bearer of the letter 

"I SENT [ONESIMUS] BACK TO YOU" and he is ve ry dear to me. In fact, he 
"IS MY VERY HEART." 

P aul certainly displays the love of God her e in his concern for Onesimus, 
doesn'.t he? 
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Baxter says: 

And again, see in this letter the value of a thieving, runaway slave! 
There was a providential overruling in the life of Onesimus just as truly as we 
see in the Book of Esther. God was watching, loving, guiding. See the dignity 
which Christianity puts on the brow of a slave, making him a "brother" and 
spiritual equal in Christ! Need we marvel that such teaching eventually 
abolished slavery, emancipated woman, and claimed social justice for all men 
as human equals? 
p.253 

Lenski says: 

We have no corresponding idiom and must be content to convey the thought. 
In Onesimus, Paul sends his own heart, a part of himself, all his own tender 
emotions as they are centered in Onesimus. Can there be a question as to how 
Philemon will treat what Paul sends him? 
p.964 
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[ '" i hom I wa~ wjshine: io hold back :D'.iih me ({Q[ myself). in Q[de[ ihai in 
~our behalf he mi~t be ministerin~ to me in my imprisonment for th~, 
~ke of the ~ospel. 

The NET Bible translates verse 13: 

I wanted to keep him so that he could serve me in your place during my 
imprisonment for the sake of the gospel. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 13: 

I wanted in the worst way to keep him here as your stand-in to help out 
while I'm in jail for the Message. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verse 13 and t hen says: 

THE PRESENT BROTHERHOOD BETWEEN PAUL AND ONESIMUS ... 

V. 13. Paul's estimate of this Christian slave placed the latter on equal 
footing with Philemon. If Onesimus were kept by Paul-which Paul would 
have liked- Onesimus would have served in place of (hyper) Philemon. 
Both were equally capable of helping Paul. And being in chains for the 
gospel, incarcerated because of his testimony for Christ ... Paul could have 
used some assistance. But duty erased his wish. Knowing that a slave was his 
master's property, Paul had no choice but to send him back. 
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Paul is telling Philcmon that~ wi8hcd that he coulcLhavc kept.Onesimu8 
there with him. His [PURPOSE in doing that is: 

'IN ORDER THAT IN YOUR BEHALF HE MIGHT BE MINISTERING 
lfO ME IN MY IMPRISONMENT FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL." 

"I would have really liked to have kept him here in Rome to serve me in the 
gospel a~ your representative." 

Paul illustrate&.here. that he meant what he said in the previous ven;e that 
Onesimus was now useful. Even the Apostle could have used him. 
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I;~But without_ your mind I decidgd to do nothin~. in ordl:r that your 
.~oodness m1~ht not b~ by compuls10n but of your own free will. 

The NET Bible translates verse 14: 

However, without your consent I did not want to do anything, so that 
your good deed would not be out of compulsion, but from your own 
willingness. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 14: 

But I didn't want to do anything behind your back, make you do a good 
deed that you hadn't willingly agreed to. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verse 14 and then says: 

THE PAST BROTHERHOOD BETWEEN PAUL AND PHILEMON ... 

V. 14. Retaining a slave could be done only with the owner's consent. 
Though Paul probably could have talked Philemon into letting him keep 
Onesimus in Rome, he did not want to take undue advantage of their 
relationship. Paul preferred that such permission would be spontaneous 
(hekousion, "voluntary," used only here in the NT). No one knows whether 
Philemon freed Onesimus and sent him back to minister to Paul in Rome, but 
it is an interesting thought. 

"Before I used him. I wanted to have your blessing in the matter. I didn't want 
to presume on your goodness. I wanted it to come of your own free will." ~, 

d[ CJ.rr. Cf : 7 11 ~ IV\0.-. A C<!..crr.L ~i A-s. J.k fU.rfc:i~~~ I~ ~;_ ~~C!Wt., -
As we come to the end of verse 14, we are so impressed in thi::; thinlpoint-

HE POWER OF A PROVIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT-just to recognize bow 
Go orchestrated al he.. circum::;tances for Onesimus and Paul to gPt together 
fo1· the power of the gospel, to transform his life when he came to know Jesus 
Christ as Savior. 

To God be the glory~ Great things HP has done and He is st ill doing and is 
willing to do in the hearts and lives of those who will respond to Him by faith. 
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IV. The Purpose R evealed (verses 15-16) 

G I ·~ For perhaps on t~is account be ~as p~rted (from you) for a brief time in 
- order that you might be possessm~ him forever. 

The NET Bible translates verse 15: 

For perh aps it was for this reason that be was separated from you for 
a little while, so t hat you would have h im back eterna lly, 

Pet erson paraphrases verse 15: 

Maybe it's all for the best t hat you lost him for a wh ile. You're getting 
him back now for good-

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these two verses and then says of 
verse 15: 

THE FUTURE BROTHERHOOD BETWEEN ONESIMUS AND PHILEMON (VV. 15-16). 
V. 15. Philemon's temporary loss (for a little while is lit ., "to a n hour") 

of his slave resulted in bis having him returned perma nent ly. Some slaves 
were able to stay undetected in lar ge cities or isolated areas, never to be 
returned to t heir owners. The words for good, which translate aionion 
(normally rendered "forever"), may mean either perma nently in this life or 
forever in heaven. 

There a ,.J .;,o P ART~to this pur ose, t his providential working of 
circumstJ nces in verses 15 & 16: 

"[ONESIMUS] WAS PARTED (FROM YOU) FOR A BRIEFJ 
TIME" and now 

Philemon is "POSSESSING HIM FOREVER." 
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"HE WAS PARTED (fROM YOU) FOR A BRIEF TIME." 

[PuRPOsi} 
"IN ORDER THAT YOU MIGHT BE POSSESSING HIM FOREVER." 

Paul is saying that perhaps.. God's purpose in this was that "'you lose him for a 
little time that you might. be having him back forever." 

To dwell only on the present situation is to fail to see how whatis apparently 
adverse is being molded by God to His purposes. 

Behold the hand oi God in this happening. God's grand design, His marvelous 
plan. 

Onesimus might have run away because he was tired of hiH master's religion. 
Wild young man trying to ruin himself. 

He ran away a CRIMINAL and came back a CHRISTIAN. 

God has a purpose for each of our lives. He has a plan that is meant for our 
good. Isolation of e.vents always leads to a wrong conclmrion. Suffering and 
problems lead to benefit and advantage. 

In His plan and purpose, He has brought you to this study. Have you ouncl 
His purpose.for your being here? Has he spoken to you in a particular way? 
Have you responded to what you know H' wants you to do? 
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My life is but a weaving between my Lord and me. 
I cannot choose the colors He worketh.steadily. 
Oftimes He weaveth sorrow and I in foolish pride 
Forget He sees the upper and I the underside. 
Not till the loom is silent and the shuttles cease to fly 
Shall God unrol the canvas and explain the reason why. 
The dark threads are as needful in the weaver's skillful hand 
~s the threads of gold and silver in the pattern He has planned. 
(source unknown) 

In the family of God one of the things we learn is !Wedjepce to our heavenly 
Father's purposes-submission to His way of doing things. 

n our human families one ot the things-We should be learning is obedience to 
our parents-trusting that they know what is best for us. Too often we rebel 
and say they don't know what they are doing. 

The plight-of many Christians is right here. They have rebelled against God's 
will for their lives and forged a course of their own, only to find that i 
ultimately leads to death. 

Obedience involves submission and trust . 

God can and does use the things w do to accomplish His purpose. In this 
situation: 

He usea a CRIME 

to change a CRIMINAU 

into a CHRISTIAN. 

God brought a famine in the far country when the finances of the prodigal son 
began to dwindle . The combination of these two things brough him back to his 
father. 

Postcarcls/Lect ure l'\otes/Stud:v#5 - Philemon l .1·2f>.doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

80 

1\Iayhc you've been punrning a selfish rebellious course to this point and you've 
gotten into a few scrapes. ls God trying to say something through this time 
apart to you about your wayward condition? 

Or perhaps on this account, He has parted from you for a brief time in order 
that you might be possessing Him forever. 

Because He knows the course of your life and He knows the end from the
heginning, He orders the events tha give us opportunity to respond to His 
loving provisions. He knows how many days you have left to live. Oiw thing 
we can safely say in thi:::> life is that ·tis speeding on and that today you now 
have one less day than you had yesterday. 

Don't make the mistake of letting life slip through your fingers-bcingliYcd 
your way rather than God's way. 

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways," declares the Lord. "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not 
return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, 
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word 
that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will 
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

L t's return for a moment to: 

- • v ' 

•• • .:. .. _JT (Ito'~'~ 

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish 
what is now being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don't be 
afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them 
and spoke kindly to them. 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 

15 The contrast between "for a time" and "forever" shows Paul's conviction that 
the hand of God was at work in the whole situation. It also shows his tact: 
instead of bluntly referring to Onesimus as a runaway, he speaks of his 
temporary separation from Philemon as a prelude to permanent reunion with 
him. 
p.938 

Barton, Fackler, Tayler & Veerman say: 

PROVIDENCE 
Paul acknowledged that God was at work behind the scenes in this separation 
of Onesimus and Philemon. God carried out his hidden purpose even in the 
apparent turmoil of human events. 

Crysostom, a father of the ancient Greek church, drew a parallel 
between the lives of Joseph and Onesimus. Joseph had been sold into slavery 
by his brothers, only to become their benefactor when famine hit Egypt 
(Genesis 45:4-8). Joseph told his brothers, "So then, it was not you who sent 
me here, but God" (Genesis 45:8 NIV). When Joseph's father, Jacob, died, 
Joseph reassured his brothers, "You intended to harm me, but God intended it 
for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives" 
(Genesis 50:20 NIV). Although Philemon lost Onesimus, it was only for a time. 
Philemon eventually regained his slave, but even more, he gained a new 
brother in Christ. 

When we face painful separations or difficult times in relationships with 
loved ones, we must trust in God's loving care and in his wisdom and power 
over all events. God may be using t he difficulty to bring people to himself, to 
develop character, and to help us grow. Can you trust God enough to leave the 
situation in his hands? 
p.261 

Brooks says: 

A. T. Robertson says, "The word translated 'forever' means 'eternal,' here and 
hereafter. Surely a noble thing for Paul to say and a word that would touch 
the best in Philemon." 
p.44 
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Hendriksen says: 

Here again there is no hint of any intention of Paul's part that Onesimus 
be returned to him, to be of assistance to him in Rome. If anything, the very 
opposite: "that you might have him back," writes Paul. 

Having said, "that you might have him back forever," the apostle 
continued, no longer as a slave but something better than a slave, a 
brother beloved. This passage makes it clear that Paul does not consider 
immediate, forced emancipation the true solution of the slavery problem. He 
does not say, "that you might set him free ," but "that you might have him back, 
no longer as a slave but something better than a slave, a brother beloved." 
When a slave becomes a "brother beloved," he ceases to be a slave, though he is 
still, as in this case, a servant. Paul adds, especially to me but how much 
more to you. 
p.220 

Carl Henry says: 

In the adventures of Onesimus, a providential act of God could also be 
discerned. Man proposes; God disposes. Onesimus' flight is ultimately seen in 
a new light. It became the means of his conversion, and the issue gives the 
right to speak here of a deed and purpose which reached farther than what 
Onesimus had in mind with his flight. God had overruled everything for his 
good. He could now return to Philemon as a "brother," spiritually never again 
to be parted from him (vv. 15, 16). 
pp. 383-4 

Lenski says: 

With yap Paul explains that the probable providence of God in bringing about 
the contact of Onesimus with Paul went far beyond the matter of his having a 
dear and devoted servant for the time of his imprisonment; this peculiar 
providence only incidentally pertained to Paul, God used him only as an 
instrument for higher ends. 
p.965 
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Melick says: 

Inv. 15, Paul turned his thoughts another direction. Onesimus should have 
been blamed for his actions. They were illegal and unethical. However, rather 
than dwell on the past life, especially since it had been forgiven by God, Paul 
looked to the redemptive element. God constructed his plans in spite of, 
through, and above human events and circumstances. Paul knew that from 
personal experience, even as he awaited trial at Rome. Paul never condoned 
Onesimus's actions, just as he never called evil good. Yet he saw how God 
could triumph over sin by grace. Onesimus evidenced that in his life. Paul 
took opportunity, therefore, to apply this understanding of God's providence to 
the situation at hand. 
p. 364 

Muller says: 

A providential act of God is also to be seen in the adventures of Onesimus. 
"Perhaps he was therefore parted from thee for a season." Instead of using the 
realistic and harsh word ran away, the gentle and tactful expression parted is 
used, whereby he suggests that a higher guidance could also be detected in the 
deed. It would namely lead to Philemon's possessing him or having him back 
for ever. "The bond between the master and the slave would no longer be that 
of ownership by purchase, which death would dissolve, but their common 
relation to Christ which made them brethren, now and evermore" (Vincent). 

By his flight Onesimus left Philemon, but it became the means of his 
conversion, and so he could now return to Philemon as a "brother," spiritually 
never again to be parted from him. The temporary loss became an eternal 
gam. 
p. 185 

Vincent says: 

Another reason for not detaining Onesimus. Paul might thus have crossed the 
purpose of divine Providence. The consideration is mostly introduced with 
raxa as the suggestion of a possibility, and not as assuming acquaintance with 
God's designs. It might be that God allowed the slave to leave you in order 
that he might become a Christian disciple; and if I should retain him, you 
would not have him back in your household as a Christian brother. Philemon's 
attention is thus turned from his individual wrongs to the providential 
economy which has made these wrongs work for good. 
p. 188 
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Wiersbe says: 

The fifth appeal relates to the providence of God (vv. 15-16). Paul was 
not dogmatic ("perhaps") as he made this telling point: as Christians, we must 
believe that God is in control of even the most difficult experiences of life. God 
permitted Onesimus to go to Rome that he might meet Paul and become a 
believer. (Certainly Philemon and his family had witnessed to the slave and 
prayed for him.) Onesimus departed so he could come back. He was gone a 
short time so that he and his master might be together forever. He left for 
Rome a slave, but he would return to Colosse a brother. How gracious God was 
to rule and overrule in these affairs! 
pp. 170-71 

Post('artf:...ILecturP Xott-,../Study#;"> - Philpmon 1 : 1-~!i doc 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

85 

(The Red Sea Rules: Ten God-Given Strategies for Difficult Times by Robert J. 
Morgan) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright- Robert J. Morgan, 
2001. 

"'What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter ' (J ohn 13:7) is 
good enou gh for m e." 

William Cowper, the English poet who wrote the hymn "GocL.\loves in a 
l\Iysterious "Tay " struggled all his life with mela ncholy. According to Er nest 
Emuria n's "Living Stories of Famous Hymns Cowper Wl'Ote this hymn 
following a period of near suicidal depr.ession. Calling for a carriage, Cowper 
ordered th e driver to t a ke him to the Ouse River , three miles away, where he 
pla nned to kill himself. The driver , sensing the state of his passen ger , 
br eathed a prayer of th anks when den se fog enveloped th e a rea, and he 
purposely lost his way in the fog, jogging up one road a nd down another as 
Cowper fell into a deep s leep . Sever a l hours p assed, t h e driver going in circles, 
letting his p assenger rest . Finally h returned Cowper. to_his home. 

'·\Ye're ack home?" exclaimed Cowper. "How is that?" 
"Got lost in the fog, sir. Sorry." Cowper paid his fare, went inside, and 

pondered how he had been spared from self-destruction by the mercy of God. 
That same evening in 1774, Cowper, age forty-three , wrote this 
autobiographical hymn: 

God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to erform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea, a nd rides upon the storm. 

You foarfu1 saints, fresh courage take; the clouds you ·o much dread 
Are big with mercy and shall break in blessings on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, bu trust Him for His grace; 
Be hind a frowning providence He hides a smiling face. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err and scan His work in vain; 
God i.s His own interpreter, and He- will make it plain. 

pp . 92-93 
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(Letters of John Newto~by Josiah Bull) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. 
Copyright- Banner of Truth Trust, 2007. 

Throughout t hese sad events there ran a divine purpose; while Newton forgot 
the Saviour whom his mother h ad so often commended to him in childhood, 
and while he became, like one of old, a 'blasphemer, per secutor, and insolent 
opponent ', it was all leading to a day when he was brought to say: 

p. lX 

Bou1'd dow1 beneath a load of sin, 
By atan sorely pressed, 
By zcars 1citho11t, and fears within, 
'T come to Thee for rest. 
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[ Y: 16~0 loni:er as a slave. but above a slave. a brother . a beloved one. most of 
all by me. but how much more to you. both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

The NET Bible translates ver se 16: 

no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, as a dear brother. He is 
especially so to me, and even more so to you now, both humanly 
speaking and in the Lord. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 16: 

and no mere slave this time, but a true Christian brother! That's what 
he was to me-he'll be even more than that to you. 

Paul in this verse uses a very familiar approach in his teaching. That is, the 
negative and the positive: 

NEGATIVE- "NO LONGER AS A SLAVE" 

1'BUT"-in CONTRAST 

POSITIVE- "ABOVE A SLAVE." 

He OUTLINES what it mans to be "ABOVE A SLAVE": 

1. "A BROTHER," 

2. 'A BELOVED ONE " and 

3. "MOST OF ALL BY ME, BUT HOW MUCH MORE TO YOU 
BOTH IN THE FLESH AND IN THE LORD." 
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-
~1' ~ • , ~ ~i " - • ~ --..._._Y ·; 

Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that 
prevails. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

V. 16. Paul also contrasted Onesimus' status as a slave with his new 
relationship to Philemon as a dear brother, thus placing all three men on the 
same level. Paul also called Onesimus "dear brother" in Colossians 4:9. The 
slave was dear to Paul but should be even more so to Philemon ... For 
Philemon to take Onesimus back no longer as a slave but better than a 
slave may suggest emancipation ... On the other hand some say that 
Philemon's receiving him as a man ... may point to a retaining of the master
slave relationship along with their new spiritual relationship in the Lord. Or 
these phrases may indicate just the opposite, with "as a man" referring to a 
person-to-person relationship, not a master-slave relationship. 

F. B. Meyer says: 

In the flesh Philemon had the brother for a Rlave; in the Lord he had the Hlave 
for a brother. 
(source unknown) 

"Philemon, it is necessary for you to see thatin God'::; purpos Oncsimus has 
been made a part of the family of God. He's a Chris.tian and because he is~ he. 
is your brother in the family of God. Philcmon, you must see God's purpose-in 
all of this!" 

One of the hardest things in Christianity is for t hl' Christian to accept the 
person who has just become a Christian. Becam;e. there is ::;o much sclf
righteousness among us we think we aTe better than they are and we refuse to 
a s-sociatc with them. 
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This type of an attitude ahm keep::; many folks out of the family of God. ··\Ye 
can' associate with him. Hav you heard abou is reputation'? She would 
really drag.me down if ssociated with her." 

Paul says Onesimus is "A BROTHER, A BELOVED ONE" to me. How much 
more should he be ah;o to you? 

God ha, a pm:pose for our lives a nd this is one of His provision::> for us . Who 
better would._know what'::> best for us than our heavenly Father who created rn; 

in the beginning. God has provided a family, His love, Hi::; power and His 
purpose. All of these are communicated to us through Je ·us Christ. 

Brooks says: 

Paul is sending this slave back to his legal master, but because Onesimus is a 
believer in Jesus Christ, Paul expects Philemon to treat Onesimus as a brother 
in Christ. Meyer says, "In the flesh Philemon had the brother for a slave; in 
the Lord he had the slave for a brother." 
p.44 

Lange says: 

KUHNE: Onesimus was a servant (Knecht) , and became a brother 
beloved, and yet remained a servant in the Lord Christ Jesus. 
p.29 

Lenski says: 

Paul is happy that Philemon will have more than this in Onesimus. This slave 
is Paul's brother as eternally as he is Philemon's. We fail to find the least hint 
that Philemon ought to set Onesimus free. Yet this has been found in Paul's 
words. 
p.967 
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l once read that a coincidence is just when God chooses to remain anon ·mous . .. 

The SPARROW at STARBUCK~ 
The song that silenced the cappuccino machine 

It was chilly in Manlrn.ttan but warm inside the Starbucl<s shop on filst Street 
and Broadway. jus a skip up from Times Square. Early November wPather in 
New York City holds only the slightPst hint of the bitter chill oflate December 
andd"anuary, buf it's enough to send the masses crowding indoors to vie for 
available. pace and warmth. 

For a musician, ifs the most lucrative Starb11cl<s location in the world. I'm told, 
and consequent1y, tbe tips can be substantial if you play your tunes right. 
Apparently. we were striking all the right chords that night, because our 
basket was almost overflowing. 

It was a fun, low- ressure gig-I was playing keyboard and singing backup for 
my friend who Hlso a ded rhythm with an arsenal of percussion instruments. 
We mostly did pop songs from th e '40s to the '90s with a few original tunes 
thrown in. During our emotional rendition of the classic, "If You Don't Know 
~fr by Now." I noticed a lady sitting in one of the lounge chairs across from me. 
She was i:;waying to the beat and singing along. 

After the tune wa · over, she approached me. "I apologize for s inging along on 
that song. Did it bother you?" she asked. 

"No." I replied. "\Ye love it when the audience joins in. \Vould you like to sing 
up front on the next selection?" 

To my Rcligh . she accepted my invitation. ''You choose," I said. "What are you 
in the mood to $ing?" 

"\\.ell ... do you know any h ·mn s?" 

Hymns? This woman didn't know who sbe was dealing with. I cut my teeth on 
hymns. Before I was even born, I was going to church. 1 gave our guest singer 
a knowing look. "Name one." 

"Oh. I don't know. There are so many good ones. You pick one." 

"Okay.I) I replied. "How about 'His Eye is on the Sparrow'?" 

l\Iy new friend was silent. er eyes averted. Then she fixed her eyes on mi,ne 
again and said. "Yeah. Let's do that one." 
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She slowly nodded her head, put down her purse, straightened.her jacket and 
faced.the center of the shop. \\'ith my two-bar setup, she began to sing. 

Why should I be discouraged? 
Why should the shadows come? 

The audience of coffee drinkers was transfixed. Even the gurgling noises of the_ 
cappuccino machine ceased as the employees stopped what they were doing to 
listen. The song rose to its conclusion. 

I sing because I'm happy; 
I sing because I'm free. 
For His eye is on the sparrou; 
Ana I lmou· He uiatches me. 

\Vhen the last note was sung, the applause crescendoed to a deafening roar 
that would h ave rivaled a sold-out crowd at Carnegie Hall. Embarra::;sed, the 
woman tried to shout over the din, "Oh. y'all go back to your coffee~ I didn't 
come in here to do a concert~ l just came in here to get somethin' to drink, just 
like you!" But the ovation continued. I embraced my new friend. "Yem, my 
dear. have made my whole year! That was beautiful!" 

"\Yell. ifs funny that you picked tha t particular hymn," she said. 

"\\+by is that?" 

" \\
7ell ... " she hesitared again, "that was my daughter's favorite song." 

"Really!" I exclaimed. 

"Yes, ' she said. and then grabbed my hands. By this time, the applause had 
subsided and it was business as usual." She was 16. She died of a brain tumor 
Jast week.' 

I said the first thing that found its way through my stunned silence. "Are you 
goin{?; to be o ay?" 

She smiled through tear -filled eyes and squeezed my hands. Tm gonna lw 
oka. . I've just got to keep trusting the Lord and singing His songs. and 
everything's gonna be just fine ." She picked up her bag, gave mener card, and 
tpen she was gone. 

\Yas it just a coincidencc that we happened to be singing in that articular 
coffee shop on that patticular November night? Coincidence that this 
wonderful lady just happened to walk into that particular shop? Coincidence 
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that of all the hymns to choo::;c from, I just happened to pick the very hymn 
that was the favorite of her daughter, who had died just the.. week before? I 
refuse to believe it. 

God has been arranging encounters in human history since the beginning of 
time. and it's no stretch forJne to imagine that he could reach into acoffoe shop 
in midtown Manhattan and turn an ordinary gig into a revival. It was a great 
reminder thahf we keep trusting him and singing his songs, everything's 
gonna hP okay. 

The next time you feel like GOD can't u::;' :YOU, just remember ... 
• Noah was a drunk 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Abraham was too old 
Isaac was a daydreamer 
Jacob was a liar 
Leah was ugly 
Joseph was abused 
Moses had a stuttering problem 
Gideon was afraid 
Sampson had long hair and was a womanizer 
Rahab was a prostitute 
Jeremiah and Timothy were too young 
David had an affair and was a murderer 
Elijah was suicidal 
Isaiah preached naked 
Jonah ran from God 
Naomi was a widow 
Job went bankrupt 
John the Baptist ate bugs 
Peter denied Christ 
The Disciples fell asleep while praying 
Martha worried about everything 
The Samaritan woman was divorced, more than once 
Zaccheus was too small 
Paul was too religious 
Timothy had an ulcer ... AND 
Lazarus was dead! 

No more excu ses now!! God can use you to your full potentia1. Be::;ides you 
a ren't the message, you are just the messen ger. God bless. 

(Received via email from Pat Burgess, January 21, 2010) 
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B The Payment is Adequate (verses 17-19) 

·&· 17; If therefore xou are haying me as a partner. receive him a~ me 

The NET Bible translates verse 17: 

Therefore if you regard me as a partner, accept him as you would me. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 17: 

So if you still consider me a comrade-in-arms, welcome him back as you 
would me. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Earlier Paul wrote th at his appeal was "for" Onesimus (v. 10), and that 
Philemon could "have him back for good" (v. 15). But not unt il verse 17 did 
Paul explicitly state his request: welcome him. 

Since Philemon considered Paul a partner, he certainly should welcome 
Onesimus as if he were welcoming Paul himself. The bond between the apostle 
and the slave owner was that kind of unity which draws fellow workers in the 
gospel to each other. "Partner" is koinonon. This is from koinonia ("fellowship 
or partnership"), which Paul used in verse 6. If Philemon rejected Onesimus, it 
would be like rejecting the apostle, his friend (v. 1), fellow worker (v. 1), 
brother (vv. 7, 20), and even partner (v. 17). Such would of course be 
unthinkable. 

Take him to yourself a8 myself. 

On thP basis then of all these grounds which Paul has presented in :-;upport of 
his plea, let Philemon take favorable action. 
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\Yhat. a beautiful picture this i~ of our acceptance by Christ. Christ h<l.s said in 
so many words to God the Father: 

'RECEIVE HIM [that is, you and me, outcast sinners] AS ME." 

So dear, so very dear to God, more dear I cannot be; 
The love wherewith HP love's His Son; such is His love fol' me. 
So near, so very near to God, nearer I could not be, 
For in the person of His Son, I am just as near as He. 
(source unknown) 

Wonder of wonders, how can it be that God should accept me as He doe· His 
only Son'? 

Pau identifies himself completely with Onesimus. Is this not wha t Jesus 
Christ has done for us'? 

The> guilty sinner becomes a son, not a slave but a son and brother to Paul and 
Philemon. He truly is accepted in the beloved. 

Thank God.for His love and power and purpose that made it all possible.--~ 
Just to think that He can take: 

the USELESS and make them USEFUL, 

2. the THIEF and make him HONEST, 

3. the MURDERERJ to LOVE his fellow man, 

4. the SORROWING to find JOY, 

5. the DISCOURAGED fo find new JIOPE, 

6. the PROSTITUTE to find the real meaning of RUE LOVE, 

1. the DRUNKARD finds the true SOURCE OF JOY, and 

8. the [FEARFUL find the PRINCE OF PEACE. 
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If we are together in this thing, "RECEIVE HIM AS ME." God the Father and 
God the Son were together.in the plan for ur being brought into the family of 
God. The plea of the Son when we accept His provi ·ion is accepted by the 
Father. 

Garland says: 

VERSE 17 IS t he letter's climax: "Welcome him as you would welcome me." Pa ul 
not only intercedes for Onesimus but ident ifies with him. Onesimus, the 
runaway slave, retu rns home as Paul's apostolic representative. We would 
hardly expect Philemon t o treat Paul as a slave, but we would also hardly 
expect him to r eceive Onesimus as Paul's ambassador and clad in his honor. 
But P aul asks Philemon to receive his slave not only as a brother but as he 
would his partner. As Onesimus's service to P aul represented Philemon's 
service to the jailed apostle (v. 13), so Philemon's recept ion of Onesimus will 
represent his reception of Pa ul. 
p.336 

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 

a partner - in the Christian fellowship of faith , hope, and love. 
p. 1392 

(Choosing Forgiveness: Your Journey to Freedom by Nancy Leigh DeMoss) 
Chicago, Il: Moody Publishers. Copyright - Nancy Leigh DeMoss, 2006. 

But when asked ifhc had forgiven Kermit Washington for the.12unc.:h 
that ruined his playing career, Rudy responded, "Someone one' told me that 
hating Kermit would be like takingyoison and hoping someone els would die. 
rve always tried to remember that."·i 

5. ,John F eins tein , The. Punch: One Xight, Two Liues, and the Fight Tha l Changed 
Basketball Foreuer (Boston: Little, Brown, and Co., 2002), introduction. 
p . 50 
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(From Anger to Intimacy: How Forgiveness Can Transform Your Marriage by 
Gary Smalley & Ted Cunningham) Ventura, CA: Regal. Copyright
Gary Smalley & Ted Cunningham, 2009. 

One of he be::;;t definitiom,; of forgiveness we've ever heard is this: 
Forgi L'eness is me giving up the right to hurt you for h 11 rti ng me. Rather than 
wanting to get even, I want to help you. Even though I have a xight to hur 
you back because you offi)nded me, I give up that right. I respond rather than 
react. 
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(Pearls of Great Price: 366 Daily Devotional Readings by Joni Eareckson Tada) 
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright- J oni Eareckson Tada, 2007. 

"For My Daddy Showed Me So .. _,, 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 

- 1JOHN3:16 

Several years ago Nancy wrote to tell me the deep struggles she and her 
husband wrestled with over placing their severely handicapped son, Brad, in a 
residential facility. Should they bring him home? Did the family have enough 
support? 

I tried to give the family some tools to make those critical decisions, and 
she recently wrote back to express her appreciation. They'd made their 
decision; Brad was home again. "Joni," she wrote, "incredible fruit has 
resulted in our lives from that decision. God used Brad to change my husband 
and me, helping us see the Lord in a way we never could have had Brad not 
lived in our midst." 

Nancy also enclosed a beautiful three-page tribute to her husband, 
written from Brad's point of view. Every paragraph was a powerful testimony 
to a father's flexibility, integrity, love, and devotion to his disabled child. Little 
Brad "wrote, "Dad, I can't give anything back to you except my smiles when I 
hear your voice, or my giggles when you whistle. I can't even say, 'I love you."' 
But I think the best part of the tribute is the close: "Maybe I can't read the 
Bible, but I can 'say' Jesus loves me, this I know, for my daddy showed me so." 

Greeting card makers employ countless poets and writers to come up 
with clever, funny, poignant, or romantic ways to say, "I love you; I'm thinking 
about you." But God didn't send a greeting card to show his love-he came 
himself. He didn't just tell us he loved us-he gave up his own life on our 
behalf. You can talk and sing about love until the cows come home. But at the 
end of the day, real love means sacrifice. 

How can you show the love of Jesus today by what you sacrifice for another? 

Thank you, God, for those who have showed me the true love of Christ by what 
they gave up to teach, encourage, help, and support me. 
(June 14) 
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(Axiom: Powerful Leadership Proverbs by Bill Hybels) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. Copyright- Bill Hybels, 2008. 

Wherever you see-soniething going well-whenever light begins to chase bacl~ the 
darlmess that threatens to engulf our world, look closely. There stands a leader 
who is holding the candle. 
p. 191 
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G· l~If he wr~11 in anythin~ or is owin~ you, char l:ll t his t2 mu ccoJlllt. 

The NET Bible translates verse 18: 

Now if he has defrauded you of anything or owes you anything, charge 
what he owes to me. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 18: 

If he damaged anything or owes you anything, chalk it up to my account. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these next couple of verses and then 
says: 

PHILEMON TO CHARGE ONESIMUS' DEBT TO PAUL (VV. 18-19A). 

V. 18. Though Paul did not name Onesimus' offense, it probably involved 
a monetary loss for Philemon. Onesimus may have stolen some money or 
goods when he escaped from his owner, or the absence of Onesimus' services 
may have involved Philemon in financial loss. Paul did not castigate Onesimus 
for some crime; he simply wrote if he has wronged you or owes you 
anything. 

Paul asked Philemon to charge (elloga, an accounting term) Onesimus' 
financial obligation to Paul. This generous act compares in a small way with 
Christ's substitutionary work on the cross. As Onesimus was in debt to 
Philemon, so sinners are in debt; they must pay for their sins against God. As 
Paul was not involved in any way with Onesimus' guilt, so Christ was sinless, 
separate from sinners .. . And as Paul assumed Onesimus' debt, so Christ took 
on Himself the sins of the world ... 
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His debt I will pay. A child's debt is his father's. In verse 10 Paul recognizes 
Onesim us as his child. 

Where could you find a lovelier picture of what Christ has done for us? We 
broke the law of God. W were guilty criminals de:::;erving death. But God in 
His grace. because of His love has paid our debt.and brought u:::; into the family 
of God. \Ye have been forgiven and accepted in the Beloved. 

Jesus paid it all, 
All to Rim I owe, 
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it.white as snow. 

So many accept that as: 

Jesus paid it 90%: 
Only 10% I owe: 
Sin had left a crimson stain 
He washed it light pink. 

Jesus paid it all. It is finished~ The debt has been cancellea. 

Ji Je_sus ne'er had paid the debt 
~ ne'er had_been at freedom et. 

Can you see tonight that God has made provision for your sin? All of it? 

His payment is mighty sufficient. His payment was His blood. 

There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel's veins, 
Sinners plunge beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains. 

\Yhat a price, but no price was too great for God because He Jove:::; you. 
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[~. ~I firnl lYri!& it lYith my mvn hand. I lYill r~pay in qrder that n2t tQ say to 
-- - you that you are owing yourself also to me in additiqn . 

V\'hat wonderful and refreshing words do we ind in verses 17-19: 

1. "partner" 

2. "If he wronged you," 

3. "he . .. is owing you," 

4. "charge this to my account," and 

5. "I PAUL WRITE IT WITH MY OWN HAND, I WILL REPAY." 

The NET Bible translates verse 19: 

I, Paul, have written this letter with my own hand: I will repay it. 
I could also mention that you owe me your very self. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 19: 

This is my personal signature-Paul-and I stand behind it. (I don't 
need to remind you, do I , that you owe your very life to me?) 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Paul stated that he was writing these words with [bis] own hand .. . thus 
placing himself under legal obligation to carry out bis commitment. His ability 
to pay it back may have come from the gifts sent to him from Philippi . . . 
You owe me your very self hints that Philemon may have been won to the 
Lord by Paul, and was thus obligated to him spiritually. If so, this was further 
evidence that Onesimus and Philemon were on the same spiritual plane; they 
bad both been led to the Savior by the apostle. Such a debt could in one sense 
cover Onesimus' obligations. And yet Paul chose not to dwell on that fact. 
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Here'· an IOC from the chained hand of the apostle to pay any debt-that. 
Oncsimus has. 

Jc~ms Christ in His own blood signed and ::;ealed our IOC to God. 

Luther says: 

As Paul took over the entire debt of Onesimus, so Christ took our entire debt 
but in a higher sense. 
(source unknown) 

Ifs an unbreakable l_aw that ::;omeonc has to pay the price of.sin. 

Paul. in signing the IOU, r0minds Philemon of the fact that he has a debt to 
the apostle in that it was through Paul's ministry that Philemon became a 
Christian. 

Spurgeon says: 

Let us cultivate a large-hearted spirit and sympathize with the people of 
God, especially with new converts, if we find them in trouble through past 
wrong-doing. If anything needs setting right, do not let us condemn them off
hand, and say, ''You have been stealing from your master, have you? You 
profess to be converted, but we do not believe it. Such suspicious and severe 
treatment may be deserved, but it is not such as the love of Christ would 
suggest. Try and set the fallen ones right, and give them again, as we say, "a 
fair start in the world. If God has forgiven them, surely we may, and if Jesus 
Christ has received them, they cannot be too bad for us to receive. Let us do 
for them what Jesus would have done had He been here, so shall we truly be 
the disciples of Jesus. 
p. 5 
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Lenski says: 

Let us not lose the main point because of the details: the one t hing Pa ul 
desires is the removal of anything whatever from the mind of Philemon that 
might hinder him from genuinely receiving Onesimus as a child of Paul's. Paul 
had conver ted both of them, and the latter was as dear to him as t he former. 
At any sacrifice or cost to himself Paul wants the two to be in perfect Chr istia n 
fellowship. • I J.~ r I 
p. 971 MA y /1. ( fl I p - R - vv 7 . 

..----

(Just Like Jesus Devotional: A Thirty Day Walk with the Savior by Max 
Lucado) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright - Max Lucado, 2002. 

Recently I shared a meal with some.friends. A husband and wife wanted to tell 
me about a storm they were weathering. Through a series of events, she 
learned of an act o£infidelity that had occurred over a decade ago. He had 
ma e the mistake of thinking "t'd be better not to tell her, so he didn't. But sh 
found out. And as you ca · magine, she was deeply hurt. 

Through the advice of a counselor, the couple drqQI?ed everything and 
went away for several days. A decision had to be made. Would they flee , fight, 
or forgive? So they ._prayed. They talked. They walked. They reflected. In this 
case the wife was clearly in the right. She could hav left. \\'omen have done 
so for lesser reasons. Or she could have stayed and made his life a living hell. 
Other women have done that. But she chose a different response. 

On the tenth night of their trip, my friend found a carcLon hi pillow. 
On the card was a printed verse: ''I'd rather do nothing with you than 
something without you." Beneath the verse she had written these war s: 

I forgive you . .I love you. Let's move on. 
The card might as well have been a basin. And the pen might as well 

have been a pitcher of water, for out of it poured pure mercy, and with it she 
washed her husband's feet. 
pp. 26-27 
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(Days of Grace Through the Year by Lewis B. Smedes) Downers Grove, 
Illinois: Inter Varsity Press. Copyright- Inter Varsity Press, 2007. 

The Miracle of Forgiveness 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God's grace. 

EPHESIANS 1:7 

Forgiveness, a bottom, is a very simple sort of miracle. Forgiveness is a new 
beginning. Forgiveness is starting over and trying it again with the person 
who cause you pain. Take God, fo ·instance. When God forgives , he offers us 
a new start with him. He holds out his hand and says, "Come on, tak it, I 
want to be your friend again. In spite of everything, I want to be with you, and 
I want to be under yo.u and over you and in you, as the loving power of your 
existence. I am not going to let anything you do get in my way. So let's begin 
again.'· This is what God does when he forgives: he breaks down the walls we 
build and gets into the back yard of our souls to make a new relationship . 

PRAY: Turn this devotional selection into a prayer of thanksgiving that God 
wants to be our friend, that he has broken down the walls that separated us. 
p. 116 

(The Gospel for Real Life: Turn To The Liberating Power Of the Cross ... Every 
Day by Jerry Bridges) Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. Copyright -
J erry Bridges, 2002. 

In t he famous story of Martin Luther's life, Lut her at first thought the 
righ teousness of God was t he righteousness that God required of us in perfectly 
fulfilling His Law. Because he realized more and more he could not possibly 
measure up to that impossible demand, he grew increasingly angry with God. 
At one time he h ad exclaimed, "Love God? I hate him."2 Eventua lly he came to 
realize t hat t he r ighteousness of God was that which God provided for us. At 
that time he said, "Thereupon I felt myself reborn and to have gone th rough 
open doors into paradise."3 

2. Robert H. Bain ton, Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1950), 
p. 44. 

3. Bainton, p. 49. 
p. 101 
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(The Gospel for Real Life: Turn To The Liberating Power Of the Cross .. . Every 
Day by Jerry Bridges) Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. Copyright
Jerry Bridges, 2002. 

Finally, as we believe in Jesus, we call on Him. We can label this last 
step of "calling'' embracing Christ, or trusting in Him alone for our salvation. 
Scripture uses several words for calling on Christ-for example, receive (see 
John 1:12), believe in (see John 3:16), and trust (see Romans 4:5). The Puritans 
had a quaint expression for it. They spoke of "closing" with Christ, using that 
word the way we use it to refer to closing on a home. 

I like to say that exercising faith involves renunciation and reliance. 
The Scriptures teach that trust in Christ necessarily involves renouncing any 
trust in our own good works, whatever form they might take. (See, for 
example, Romans 4:4-5; 10:1-4; Galatians 2:15-16; Ephesians 2:8-9.) Then we 
must rely entirely on the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
p. 106 
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G The Plan Made Plain (verses 20-25) 

"[5 2?§, brother . let me get profit fi:2m y2u in the l..c>rd: refresh my hear t in 
Christ. 

The NET Bible translates verse 20: 

Yes, brother, let me have some benefit from you in t he Lord. Refresh my 
hear t in Christ. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 20: 

Do me this big favor , friend. You'll be doing it for Christ , but it will also 
do my heart good. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Receiving and restoring Onesimus would give some benefit to Paul in the 
Lord .. . and would refresh his heart in Christ. The words "some benefit" 
translate the Greek onaimen, which is obviously related to the word 
"Onesimus." Paul was saying in effect, "Let me find in you, as I have found in 
him, a t rue Onesimus." "Refresh" (anapauson) and "hear t" (splanchna) recall 
t he words of verse 7. Philemon, who refreshed the hearts of other saints, could 
h ardly refrain from doin g the same for Pa ul. 

Thcs' last ver sE)R have seveTal person a lities that we want to ident ify . 

The wonderful thing a bout this provision of God is th a t Re has not left us 
alone. but He has chosen to g ive us p eople who are Christia ns with whom we 
might have fellowship. 

"Philemon, you've got a lot out of me. Now let me get something ou t of you." 
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P aul again appeals to t he family rela tionship when he calls Philemon 
"BROTHER." 

The Chr istian must welcome back the man who has made a mistake. The most 
uplifting thing about Jesus Christ is th at He trusts us on the very field of our 
defeat. 

Paul wa n ts TWO THINGS: 

1. "PRO FIT" from Philemon a nd 

2. Have his heart "refreshed" by Philemon's response. 

R-e.J~FRESH MY HEART" as you have the saints with your love for Onosimus. 

Aro these not t he words of Christ to each of us? He would desire that we be 
profitable servan ts and t hat we refresh His heart by t he- lives t hat we live? 

"YES, BROTHER [PHILEMON]" I would like you to df wo THING&/ 

Q "LET ME GET PROFIT FROM YOU IN THE LORD" a nd 

{:P "REFRESH MY HEART IN CHRIST." 

Bruce says: 

(2) Was Paul's request granted? Yes; otherwise the letter to Philemon would 
not have survived. That it survived at all is a matter calling for comment, but 
if Philemon had hardened his heart and refused to pardon and welcome 
Onesimus, let alone send him back to Paul, he would certainly have suppressed 
the letter. 
p.200 
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Moule says: 

Yes, brother , let me, even me, have joy . .. of you, win glad benefit from you, in 
the Lord; rest my heart . .. in Christ .. . 
p . 310 

Patzia says: 

The phrase refresh my heart recalls a similar expression in verse 7, 
where Philemon's love "refreshed the hear ts of the saints." Here Paul appeals 
to Philemon's love, but for a personal reason. The acceptance of Onesimus by 
Philemon would refresh his heart. But it is a joy that is unselfish because it is 
placed in t he sphere of the Lord (in Christ). Paul will rejoice because he 
knows t hat Philemon is responding from the new life that he has experienced 
in Christ. 
p. 115 

(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chamber s) Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright- Oswald Chambers Publications 
Association, 1992. 

The lives of others are examples for us, but God requires us to examine our 
own. ouls. It is slow work-so slow that it takes God all of tim and etPrnity to 
make a man or woman conform to His purpose. \Ye can only be used by God 
after we allow Him to show us the deep, hidden areas of our own character. It 
is astounding how ignorant we are about ourselves~ \:\' e don't even recognize 
the envy. laziness. or pride within us when we see it. But Jesus will reveal to 
us everything we have held within ourselves before His grace began to w01·k. 
How many of us have learned to look inwardly with courage? 
(J anuary 12) 
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[ " · ~HaYini: 1:2nfid&w:e in your obedience. I am ll!ritini: t2 Y-Oll. kn2wini: that 
_ _ you will do even beyond the thin~s I say. 

The NET Bible translates verse 21: 

Since I was confident that you would obey, I wrote to you, because 
I knew that you would do even more than what I am asking you to do. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 21: 

I know you well enough to know you will. You'll probably go far beyond 
what I've written. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

PHILEMON TO GO BEYOND PAUL'S REQUEST (V. 21). 
V. 21. Paul was sure that Philemon would heed his request. Obedience 

is stronger than Paul's other more tactful and less direct appeals. Paul was 
also confident that Philemon would do even more than he asked. What Paul 
had asked was that Onesimus be welcomed and forgiven. What could be "more 
than" that? Onesimus' freedom seems to be in mind (cf. v. 16, "no longer as a 
slave"). Or it may refer to Philemon's returning Onesimus to Paul; but had he 
not asked already for that, though subtly? ... If Onesimus were released, this 
shows an effect of Christianity on slavery through a recognition of true 
brotherhood in Christ. 

Paul expresses is confidence in the obedience of Philemon. He is certain that 
Philcmon will receive Oncsimus back because of his plea. 

Not only that he will receive him back, but that he will do even be,rond what 
Paul has asked. 
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Dunnam says: 

However, the confidence is there that Philemon "will do even more" than he 
has been asked (v. 21). That Philemon must have done that "even more" is 
confirmed by the fact that he kept the letter and passed it on to posterity. 
p.298 

"OBEDIENCE." 

"HAVING CONFIDENCE IN YOUR OBEDIENCE." 

The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever 
brighter till the full light of day. 

Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my doors, 
waiting at my doorway. 

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. 

In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps. 

"Philemon, I know your heart. You want to do the right thing. And the 
passion of your heart is even to exceed all expectations by doing aven more 
than what is being asked of you on this occasion." 
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[ , ~And at the same time al§Q p[fpare a guest room fQr m~- for I am h<>.lline; 
through your prayers to be ~anted to you. 

The NET Bible translates verse 22: 

At the same time also, prepare a place for me to stay, for I hope that 
through your prayers I will be given back to you. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 22: 

And by the way, get a room ready for me. Because of your prayers, 
I fully expect to be your guest again. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles the remaining four verses: 

The Conclusion of the Letter (vv. 22-25) . 
. . . The comfort (v. 22). 

V. 22. Paul then requested something for himself: Prepare a guest 
room for me, likely in Philemon's home. The prospect of a visit from t he 
apostle would comfort Philemon but would also spur him to respond quickly to 
Paul's plea for Onesimus. The "guest room" points to Philemon's financial 
status. Like Paul, many Christian workers have been encouraged and assisted 
in their ministries by such provisions. 

Paul knew that many were praying for his release (cf. Phil. 1:25-26). 
(How could Philemon pray for Paul's r elease and yet refuse to release 
Onesimus?) By u sing the plural you and your, Paul referred back to t hose 
mentioned in Philemon 1-2: Philemon, Apphia, Archippus, and all the believers 
with them. 

"I hope to come and scP you ns you pray for me. I am confident that you are 
going to do what I would like for you to do, hut also I would like for you to know 
thar I hope to come and sN' that you have don what I have asked.'. 
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(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H . Peterson) 
San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright- Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

I do not want to be a religious bookkeep er, Lord, but a faith explorer, ready to 
take risks without counting the cost, ready to love without taking out insurance 
against suffering, ready to plunge into obedience without calculating my 
rewards. A men 
p.47 

Jesus Christ, I want to tahe your words to me just as seriously and personally 
as I do your acts for me. I need your help, but I also need you-r direction. Lead 
me from the faith that responds to your mercy into the faith that becomes 
obedient discipleship. Amen. 
p. 102 

"Keep speahing, dear Christ, and keep me listening. Let your word tahe deep 
root in the soil of my life and bring forth a--crop of faith and love and hope, a life 
lived to the praise of your glory. Amen. 
p. 127 

(Found: God's Will: Find the Direction and Purpose God Wants for Your Life by 
John MacArthur) Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook. Copyright
John MacArthur, 1977. 

I Z 'J ~ 
'( God's wi11 is that ou be ~d, §pirit-filled, sanctified, submissive, and 

suffering. Go 's \Nora makes all this clear. Do not ·ead on until you have 
grasped these five principles. 
p . 54 
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[ v. 2~J Greetim:s from Epaphras. my fellow-pri§oner in Qhri§t ,J~§y§ : 

g and Mark. Ari§tarchy§, Dema§. Luke. my fellow-worked 

The NET Bible translates verses 23 & 24: 

Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ J esus, greets you . 

Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my colaborer s, greet you too. 

Peterson paraphrases verses 23 & 24: 

Epaphras, my cellmate in the cause of Christ, says hello. 

Also my coworkers Mark, Arist archus, Demas, and Luke. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 

Those who sent greetings to Philemon (you in v. 23 is sing.) are five of the six 
people also ment ioned in Colossians 4:10-14, t hough in a different order: 
Epaphras . . . Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke. In Colossians Paul 
also added "J esus, who is called Justus." In Colossia ns 4:12-13 Paul highly 
commended Epaphras, who in Philemon 23 is called my fellow prisoner for 
Christ Jesus. 

Epaphras was a pastor in Colossae, which was ·eal close to Laodicca and 
cvcTybody knew him. He was in Rome with Paul discussing some of the 
problems of the church in Colossae. 

He was a fellow-prisoner in Christ Jesus. He might have be.en in prison with 
-Paul for a time while in Rome. I am certain that jus as Paul he was also a 
spiritual prisoner of Jesus Christ, in that his will was captive to the Savior. 
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lt is interesting that the Spirit of God should prompt Paul to mention these 
five men in his closing greetings. 

They arc the people of God that God has provided as an encouragement to the 
others. These were spiritual brothers of the Apostle and members of the family 
of God. 

God provided these for Paul as a help in the great ministry that God had called 
him to. 

They were not al)it different than.any of us either. Just as sur as I am 
standing here,.. the stories of their lives will tell th' story of our lives in the 
days t at are ahead as we leave this place.. 

([) EPAPHRAS-a minister whJL was faithful in doing wha God called him to do. 

@ ~RK-he started out to be a missionary and the going got rough so he wen 
home. This wasn't the end of John l\lark fo1· he recovered and became a real 
Roldier of the cross. 

Take Mark, a nd bring him with you: for he is profitable to me in the 
ministry 

JuRt because ~lar had a bad lap ir the race, got knocked down in the fight, 
didn't mean that he was going to lose the race or the fight. He forgot the past 
a nd began pressing on to the point that b.e was profitable to the apo::;tle. 

ARISTARCHUS- a man from Macedonia who knew what it was to cxperic>ncc 
persecution for the cauRe of Christ. He wa , apprehended.in the uproar that 
they had in Ephesus but this didn't scare him. He just continued on faithfully 
serving the Lord. 
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The stat('ment of the missionaries who were suffering in the Congo, I'm sur:> 
was the feeling of Aristarchus: 

'God called us to the Congo. I think w 're willing to pay the price of 
serving as long as He allows us to serve." 

DEMAS-had a great start but the attraction of the wOTld was too great so he 
hung it up. 

For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world ... 

LUKE-a missionary doctor that Paul greatly loved and one who gave of 
himself completely to the cause, of Christ. 

These are the people of God that were provided to assist the apostle. Have you 
thought to thank God for the eople that He has provided for you to help you 
grow and develop in your Christian life? 

Which biography in this little epistle of these members 0£ the family of God is 
going to be the story of your life? 
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HILEMON the businessman, 

APPHIA the housewife, 

:PAUL a man greatly used of God, 

TIMOTHY the mis~ionary, 

ARCHIPPUS andEPAPHRAS the ministers, 

LUKE the Christian doctor, 

MARK, the guy who quit when things got rough bu then 
recovered, 

!DEMAS made a good start but the attraction of the wOl'ld was 
great enough to cause him to turn back and forge his 
commitment, 

ONESIMUS, a servant of Jesus Christ, who wm; forgiven much 
and never ceased to thank God for it, and 

ARISTARCHUS, a soldier of the cross, faithful in th > difficult 
places . 
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L ~'. 2~ Till: i:xa!:!I Qf th~ L<>rd J esus Christ be with l'QllC ~uicit, 

The NET Bible translates verse 25: 

May the grace of the Lord J esus Christ be with your spirit. 

Peterson paraphrases verse 25: 

All the best to you from the Master , J esus Christ! 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary calls verse 25: 

The benediction 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 

Paul concluded all 13 of his epistles with a one-sentence benediction similar to 
t he one here: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
"Your" is plural, pointing back to those addressed in verses 1-2. These 
believers were already enjoying the grace that brought them salvation, but 
here and in verse 3 Paul was concerned that they be encompassed with God's 
enabling grace for their daily walk before others. "Spirit" . .. refers to one's 
inner spiritua l self. What a gi·acious way for Paul to conclude this touching 
intimate epistle. 
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He ends as He began-with GRACE. 

What is grace but God's provision? Something rightfully undeserved. In this 
little epistle we have seen several manifestations of this grace in the provisions 
of God for us. 

Yes, we indeed have entered into God's construction zone. vVe've seen God at 
work in: 

(j) iPHILEMON AND HIS FAMILY (verses 1-3), 

(j) PAUL'S PRAYER AND PETITION (verses 4-7), 

(j HE POWER OF A PROVIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT (verses 8-14), 

@ THE PURPOSE REVEALED (verses 15-16). 

@ HE PAYMENT THAT IS ADEQUATE (verses 17-19), and 

(f;J HE PLAN THAT HAS BEEN MADE PLAIN thTough the people and 
through God's grace-in what He has done in their lives (verses 20-2G). 

t ,- , • . . 
u A.- - ... " .. -=-

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
your paths straight. 
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-CONCLUSION: 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 

LESSON #1: When the Lord is at work in a situation, He truly does make all 
things beautiful in His time and in His way. 

LESSON #2: Paul was a prisoner of Jesus Christ because everything that 
happened to Paul was permitted by Jesus Christ. His whole life 
centered in Jesus Christ. 

LESSON #3: When you come into God's family by the new birth, then other 
Christians become your brothers and sisters and God becomes our 
Father. This is what Paul meant when He called Timothy His brother 
and Apphia his sister. 

LESSON #4: Because we are members of the same family, there is a love that 
God gives us one for the other. 

LESSON #5: Paul shared his faith with others even while he was in prison. 
This was how Onesimus became a believer. Nothing could stop him 
from sharing his Savior with men. 

LESSON #6: Behold the hand of God in this happening. God's grand design, 
His marvelous plan. Onesimus might have run away because he was 
tired of his master's religion- a wild young man trying to ruin himself. 
He ran away a criminal and came back a Christian. 

LESSON #7: God can and does use the things which we do to accomplish His 
purpose. In this situation He used a crime to change a criminal into a 
Christian. 

LESSON #8: What a beautiful picture this is of our acceptance by Christ. 
According to verse 17: "If therefore you are having me as a partner, 
receive him as me." 

Postranb/Lert un' '.'\ates/Study# :) Philmnon I: 1 ·2f>.doe 



C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.

121 

LESSON #9: Wonder of wonders, how can it be, that God should accept me as 
He does His only Son? 

LESSON #10: God in His grace, because of His love, has paid our debt and 
brought us into the family of God. We have been forgiven and accepted 
in the Beloved. 
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Larson gives us the principles: 

PRINCIPLES 

p.413 

• All Christians are to model faith in Christ and love for fellow 
Christians. 

• Although certain situations require leaders to exercise authority, 
a great deal can be accomplished through the appeal of love and 
expressions of confidence. 

• God views all believers equally and without partiality. 
• Forgiveness is a hallmark of Christian faith. 
• All lasting changes and reformations result from inner 

transformation. 
• In dealing with his people, God's sovereign authority converts bad 

situations into good situations. 
• Christ has paid our debt in full , freeing us to serve in his kingdom 

with love, grace, and gratitude. 
• Christian faith requires an enduring obedience from beginning to 

end. 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 

Big Lessons from a Little Letter 

The Onesimus-Philemon story holds a number of significant lessons: 

• It shows that in Christ there is always room for reconciliation and a second 
chance for people. 

• It illustrates how God works behind the scenes to bring people to faith and 
restore relationships. 

• It shows the power of the gospel to work at a distance and effect change from 
city to city, coast to coast, and continent to continent. 

• It shows the value of mentoring relationships, the way that older, seasoned 
believers can help younger followers of Christ work out problems and 
conflicts. 

• It shows a measure of irony behind God's patience and providence: He had to 
send Onesimus thousands of miles away from his Christian master in order 
to bring him to faith! 

• It shows that in Christ, people can change. Consider the many stages that 
Onesimus went through: from slave, to thief and runaway, to refugee, to 
convert, to penitent, to brother, and possibly to bishop. 

p. 1631 
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(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 
Hendrickson. Copyright - Unknown. 

Paul, when grown old, sitting grey-haired, shivering in a dungeon in Rome 
could say with greater emphasis than we can, "I know whom I have believed " 
for each experience had been like the climbing of a hill, each trial had been like 
ascending another summit, and his death seemed like gaining the top of the 
mountain, from which he could see the whole of the faithfulness and the love of 
Him to whom he had committed his soul. Get thee up, dear friend, into the 
high mountain. 
p. 354 
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(10 Lies About God: And The Truths That Shatter Deception by Erwin W. 
Lutzer) Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications. Copyright- Erwin W. 
Lutzer , 2009. 

Before his death, one of America's great preachers, S. M. Lockridge, 
wrote a formative poem. I conclude this book with a few excerpts: 

He does not have to call for help, 
and you can't confuse Him. 

He doesn't need you and He doesn't need me. 
He stands alone in the solitude of Himself. 

He's august and He's unique. 
He's unparalleled; He's unprecedented: 

He's supreme and pre-eminent . 

. . . He's the superlative of everything good 
that you can call Him. 

I'm trying to tell you-you can trust Him! 

He can satisfy all of our needs 
and He can do it simultaneously. 

He supplies strength for the weak. 
He's available for the tempted and tried; 

He sympathizes and He sees. 

He guards and He guides. 
He heals the sick. He cleansed the lepers. 

He forgives sinners. 
He discharges debtors. 

He delivers the captives. 
He defends the feeble; 
He blesses the young. 
He regards the aged; 

He rewards the diligent. 
He beautifies the meek. 

I'm trying to tell you-you can trust Him! 

. . . He's the Master of the mighty. 
He's the Captain of the conquerors. 

He's the Head of the heroes. 
He's the Leader of the legislators. 

He's the Overseer of the overcomers. 
He's the Governor of the governors. 

He's the Prince of princes. 
He's the King of kings. 
He's the Lord of lords. 

You can trust Him! 
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... His yoke is easy, 
His burden is light. 

I wish I could describe Him to you! 

He's indescribable because 
He's incomprehensible. 

He's irresistible and He's invincible. 
You can't get Him off your hands. 

You can't outlive Him 
and you can't live without Him . 

. . . Death couldn't handle Him. 
And thank God 

the grave couldn't hold Him. 

There was nobody before Him. 
There will be nobody after Him. 

He had no predecessor, 
and He'll have no successor. 

You can't impeach Him, 
and He's not going to resign. 
YOU CAN TRUST HIM!"6 

6. S. M. Lockridge, ''You Can Trust Him," Reformation and Revival, January/February 
2000, 19. 

pp. 192-4 
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