BIBLICAL POSTCARDS
Ruth, Philemon & Jude

Study Number Six — Jude 1:1-25

On your study guide you have a completed homilitized outline:
That means everything starts with “C.”

The CAPTION,
CONTENTION, and
CONDEMNATION.

This 1s a marvelous book. It 1s intense so get ready.

The key verse of the book of Jude is verse 3:

“Beloved, while I was making every opportunity to write to
you concerning our common salvation, I felt I had to write to
you urging you to contend earnestly for the faith that was
once for all entrusted to the saints.”

In verses 1-16 we're going to learn WHY we are to “contend
earnestly for the faith.”

Then 1n verses 17-23, HOW we are to “contend for the faith.”
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Finally that great DOXOLOGY will wrap it up—verses 24 and
25.

If you outline you have:

1. the CAPTION in the verses 1 and 2,
2. the CONTENTION in verses 3 and 4,
3. CONDEMNATION in verses 5-16,

4. CONTEMPLATION—verses 17-23—this 1s what we're
supposed to do in view of a need, and then

5. the CULMINATION—verses 24 and 25.

The book was probably written somewhere between 60 and 65
A.D. Now on your calendar, if you can put the apostle Paul in
the spring of 68 A.D. walking down that final mile to his own
beheading, you have an idea that we're within just a few years
in what Jude 1s writing about here in this particular passage.
Let’s go with somewhere between 60 and 65 A.D.

One other introductory thing that you need to know 1s there’s
a great parallel between the book of Jude and the book of 2
Peter.

You're going to learn here in the study that this certainly was
not Jude’s intention to write on this study. Peter certainly so.
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The seriousness of the circumstances is so great that there
had to be two books to deal with the subject.

How would you explain, for instance, that Jude would mention
some of the very same things that you find in 2 Peter with
regard to the judgment of angels and several other parallels—
false teachers?

There are three possibilities:

1. Peter used Jude as a resource when he wrote 1t. Now it
depends on where you date them both, because Peter died
close to the same time the apostle Paul did.

2. dJude used 2 Peter as a resource.

3. Both Jude and Peter used another resource that we don’t
even know about.

Both of them are under divine inspiration so that obviously
brings us to an adequate conclusion in understanding the
parallel between the two.

Let’s start with a quote by Thomas Jefferson:

“The price of freedom 1is eternal vigilance.”
(source unknown)

We as believers ought to be the most vigilant of all. We ought
to be those who are deeply involved in contending earnestly
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for the faith, certain that others understand where we come
from and what we're trying to do and why we’re here.

The recipients of the letter are not known. They’re not
mentioned, but you can make some assumptions. There’s a lot
of Old Testament stories in this study so they are probably a
Jewish audience.

All of the i1llustrations in the book of Hebrews are Jewish in
nature so they have to be Jewish believers who've come to
know Christ. We know that the book of Hebrews was written
to people who were going to throw in the towel on Christianity
and go back to Judaism because of all the persecution and
suffering.

We get the same feeling in Jude. There are lots of Old
Testament 1llustrations so we have Jewish believers. Maybe
1t’s some of the same audience.

v. 1 Jude, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, and a brother of
James, to those who have been called, who are
loved by God the Father and kept by Jesus Christ.

“Jude, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, and a brother of James, to
those who have been called, who are loved by God the Father
and kept by Jesus Christ.”

The Greek text will allow us to change the word “by” to “for.”

This fits into the prayer in John 17, so that you and I are
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“kept for Jesus Christ.” We are His inheritance because of
what He has done on the Cross of Calvary. We are what He
has to look forward to in eternity.

The little word “for” makes a lot of sense. In fact, the NET
Bible actually translates it in that same way.

Let’s get Jude before us. We have a problem. Just like you
have a problem when you have the last name “Smith.” You
have to figure out which one it 1s. Well you have a problem

when you have a “Jude” and then a “James." You have 3
JUDES and 3 JAMES.

JUDE is short for JUDAS.
In the beginning when Jacob was having kids with his wives
and Leah was the first and she was very fertile and had four

boys—Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah.

“Praise the Lord for number four! I want some more!” was
basically what Leah was trying to say.

She stopped bearing children but number four was Judah—
which means “praise the Lord.”

Before we get him identified, let’s discuss two things that are
sald about him in that first verse.

1. He’s “a bondslave of Jesus Christ” and



2. He’s “a brother of James.”

There are three men that have the name James in the Bible.
If we can get James located, then we can actually come to
conclusions as to who Jude really 1is.

1. Remember James the son of Zebedee? He was the brother
of John, one of the twelve disciples. They were the ones that
had the temper tantrum over the Samaritan village not letting
them stay there—“Call fire out of heaven and destroy the
place.” So the Lord affectionately called those two boys the
“sons of thunder’—James and John.

2. The other James 1s the brother of Matthew. So there’s twe
James’s among the twelve. His name is James Alphaeus and
Matthew Alphaeus.

3. Then there is a third—James the eldest son of Mary and
Joseph. He 1s the James that wrote the book of James. He 1s
the James in the book of Acts who'’s right in the center of that
Jerusalem council when they're arguing over circumcision.
You always turn to Peter, James and John—the pillars of the
early church.

This 1s the James we’re talking about. What does that make
Jude?

He’s got to be the second born son of Mary and Joseph. If you

were the brother or sister of the Lord Jesus Christ, would you

not put that in your credentials to try to impress people with
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the privilege that you had of living in the same home with
Him?

“bondslave of Jesus Christ,”

None of them really came to know Christ until after the
resurrection.

They lived together with Him and did not comprehend who Hé
really was.

When it comes to Jude, there are three of those.

1. You have Judas Thaddaeus Lebbaeus. He was the
youngest among the twelve. He was the one who said in John
14 in the Upper Room:

John 14:22

“But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not
to the world?”

And Jesus answered that question and said: “All those who
love Me will do as I say.” (ref. John 14:23)

In other words, “Don’t you know Me? Have I been so long a
time with You that you're not aware of who I am?” That was
really the only time He opened His mouth and said anything.

2. Then you have Judas Iscariot—he ruined the name
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forever—among the twelve.

3. There’s one other Judas and he’s the author of this book.
His brother 1s James, the one we’re familiar with.

Isn’t that a blessing when you see Jude call himself a
“bondslave” and then you go back and look at what James said

about the Lord? Listen to this:

James 2:1

My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ,
don’t show favoritism.

The glories of the Lord Jesus Christ—full name—recognizing
His divine authority. He considers himself a part of the
family.

“to those who have been called, who are loved by God the
Father and kept for Jesus Christ.”

One of the things about Jude is he says it THREE TIMES. If
he’s going to have an illustration, he’s going to have three
1llustrations. If he needs more he’ll have six. He deals in trios.

Now there are THREE PHRASES:
1. These people “have been called” by the Holy Spirit.

If you're a believer, you came to know Jesus Christ because
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you were called by the Spirit. How did the Spirit call you? He
convinced you of sin, righteousness—which can be yours
through a relationship to Christ—and judgment—the
consequences of not receiving Him as Savior in John chapter
16.

2. “loved by God the Father,” and then

3. “kept for (or by) Jesus Christ.”

Here’s a little bit of John 17 from the prayer of the Lord Jesus:

John 17:11-12

I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by
the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they
may be one as we are one. While I was with them, I protected
them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has
been lost except the one doomed to destruction that the
Scripture might be fulfilled.

It’s like He’s begging the Father—this is just hours before the
Cross—that the Father would take care of the investment that
He’s made for 3 years in the lives of these men. He’s looking
forward to spending eternity together. What a passionate
prayer for these folks.

Jude 1s “a bondslave of Jesus Christ” and he’s “a brother of
James.”



The recipients of the letter are characterized in THREE
WAYS:

1. they’'ve “been called,”
2. they “are loved by God the Father,” and
3. theyre “kept for Jesus Christ.”

All of those things are true of you as believers. We can say of
them, they are:

1. BELOVED by the FATHER,

2. PRESERVED by the SON, and

3. CALLED by the HOLY SPIRIT.

v. 2 May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to yow
“May mercy and peace and love”

When you study Paul’s letter, what 1s 1t? GRACE and PEACE:
Jude 1s going to have his trio. There it is:

“mercy...peace and love be multiplied to you.”

Whereas verse 1 has to do with SALVATION, verse 2 has to
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do with GROWTH.

There are three wonderful gifts:

1. the LOVE of the Father,

2. the MERCY of the Son, and

3. the PEACE of the Holy Spirit.

There’s so many great verses on PEACE.
MERCY provides FORGIVENESS.

PEACE i1s the RESULT of that forgiveness.
LOVE is the RESPONSE to it.

Now when we get to verse 3 there is a parallel between
everything that we’ve learned in the book of Esther, the book
of Ruth and the book of Philemon. What do you think the
parallel 1s? It’s being sensitive to the prompting of the Holy
Spirit.

He has and 1s determined to follow 1n the steps of the apostle
Paul and write a letter like the book of Ephesians. He sat
down to write a letter that talks about our great salvation and
he was going to pursue that. If you read the book of Ephesians
where the apostle Paul talks about being “in Christ” and “in
the heavenlies,” he’s describing some of it. He wanted to do
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the same thing.

Are you so sensitive to the Spirit of God that if God’s got
something different for you today, you're sensitive enough to
listen and go and do what He wants you to do?

Or do we check in early in the morning and have our prayer
time and then we just go about 1t? If we thought about it, then
that must be the Spirit of God directing us and so we assume
and we just go ahead. Or do we really exercise ourselves to a
level of sensitivity that we are aware of God’s providential
dealings in our lives? And prompting us by His Spirit to do
what He wants rather than what we want?

Oswald Chambers focuses on that so much in My Utmost for
His Highest. Just to be aware that God has you here for a
purpose. You won’t know that purpose. Just thinking about it
1s not the same because “My thoughts are not His thoughts,
neither are His ways my ways.” (ref. Isaiah 55:8)

Think on that as we look at the experience of Jude and how
the whole thing turns on verse 3.

v. 3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write to
you concerning our common salvation, I felt I had
to write to you urging you to contend earnestly for
the faith that was once for all entrusted to the
saints.

“Beloved,”— We've seen that term a lot—“while I was making
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every effort to write to you concerning our common salvation, I
felt I had to write to you urging you to contend earnestly for
the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.”

What he’s saying? The key word by the way 1s “contend
earnestly.”

This is the only place in the Greek text this word occurs. It’s
got to be a very important word because it’s the heart of what
we're getting ready to look at in the book of Jude. That one
word stands out as a beacon in the text.

What does it mean if you say, “I am really fighting a good
fight”? I'm really contending for the faith?

Those great words of the apostle Paul when he gets ready to
die are what? “I fought a good fight, I finished the course, I
kept the faith.” (ref. 2 Timothy 4:7)

To him it was a fight all the way to the finish line.

Our hope 1s that the Spirit of God will enlist each of us, as a
result of studying this book, to be more actively involved and
engaged 1n people’s lives. So we’re not going to be found guilty
standing before the Judgment Seat of Christ and somebody
who sat next to us in the pew on Sunday mornings for months
or years and we never got down to really sharing the personal
relationship with the Lord Jesus.

Isaiah 30:21

13



When you turn to the right and when you turn to the left, your
ears will hear a voice behind you saying, “This is the way;
walk ye in it.”

Proverbs 3:5, 6

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He’ll
make your paths straight.

Are we sensitive to divine prompting? That’s the big thing
that underlined here in this third verse.

“earnestly contend”
Since it’s only found here, what does it mean?

It means to “fight for.” It means to “hold on to.” It’s cutting
across culture.

Daniel’s the greatest illustration:

Daniel 1:8

Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself
with the king’s meat...

He had conviction.
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Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, standing there like little
splinters while the whole nation is on its face before a 90 foot
statue. They weren’t going to fall down and worship an idol.
God wonderfully preserved them through the fiery furnace.

Daniel’s the same way in Daniel 6. No one can pray to
anybody but the king. The next day where do you see Daniel?
Three times a day he’s got his windows open toward
Jerusalem and he’s praying. As a result he gets to visit the
lion’s den. But God took care of that all sovereignly.

If we want God to bless us, there has to be an increased
sensitivity to His Spirit and His promptings. God blesses the
obedient heart.

Principle— Principle— Principle.
“to contend earnestly” is Christ picking up the whip in the
temple and wailing on those people who are selling birds and

animals.

What does Jude mean when he urges us “to contend earnestly:
for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints”?

1 Timothy 6:11, 12

Thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,

whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good
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profession before many witnesses.

Don’t let time get away without being confronted with the
responsibility to “contend earnestly for the faith.”

There are TEN POINT'S to “the faith” that are non-negotiable:

1. We believe in the verbal, plenary or full inspiration of the
Old and New Testaments and hold them to be the inerrant
Word of God.

2.  We believe in one God, eternally existing in three
persons—Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, and is true God and true
man.

4. We believe that man was created in the image of God.
That he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death,
but also spiritual death which 1s separation from God; and
that all human beings are born with a sinful nature in the
case of those who reach moral responsibility, become sinners
in thought, word and deed.

5. We believe that the Lord Jesus died for our sins according
to the Scriptures as a representative, substitutionary and
complete sacrifice, and that all that believe in Him are
justified on the ground of His shed blood.
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6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of our
Lord 1in His ascension into Heaven, and His present life there
for us, as High Priest and Advocate.

7. We believe in the imminent coming of Christ for His
Church and the visible and personal coming of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ to establish His world-wide Kingdom on
earth.

8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord Jesus
Christ are born again by the Holy Spirit and thereby become
children of God.

9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the
unjust.

10. We believe in the great commission which our Lord has
given to the church to evangelize the world, and that this
evangelization is the great mission of the church.

That’s “the faith.” That’s what we operate on daily. Those are
the underpinnings. That’s the solid rock. That’s the foundation
where everything else fits into the picture.

“faith ... once for all entrusted to the saints.”

You can’t add to it and you can’t take away from it. Revelation
22 tells us you just don’t do that.

Listen to Eugene Peterson:
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(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by
Eugene H. Peterson)

Forgive me, O God, for the many times I have rejected your
words of invitation, your servants of love. I have not been as
loud and public in my rejections as many, but my silent and
private unbelief has been, all the same, a refusal. Amen.

p. 191

You're tentative, therefore you don’t declare with confidence
what you believe because you're fearful of what some person
will say or think about you.

The reason that he 1s told to correct the course, and the reason
he’s told to do something different is he doesn’t know what'’s
going on.

So many times we don’t know all of the ramifications of why
God tells us to do a certain thing. We don’t need to. It’s the
obedient heart that He’s looking for.

He doesn’t know what we’re getting ready to look at in verse 4;
but now he writes about it and he starts with the word “For.”
This means here’s the REASON why he’s going to declare and
write this book on contending earnestly for the faith.

v. 4 For certain men have secretly slipped in, who for a
long time have been marked out for this judgment,
ungodly persons who are turning the grace of our
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God into a license for immorality and denying our
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

“For certain men have secretly slipped in, who for a long time
have been marked out for this judgment, ungodly persons”—
you’re going to see that word “ungodly” at least 7 or 8 times.
It’s one of his favorite words.

“who are turning the grace of our God into a license for

1mmorality and denying our only Master and Lord, Jesus
Christ.”

These guys have “secretly slipped in.” They’ve slithered in like
a snake. They’re like a mole working underground doing all of
their damage and going unnoticed. Many of them are coming
in for the purpose of disrupting and destroying the birth of the
Church.

Error comes in—they’re not children of God.

They are described in:

2 Peter 2:1

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there
will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly
introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who
bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.

There’s FOUR THINGS here:
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1. “who for a long time have been marked out for judgment,”

Why are they “marked out for judgment”? They refuse the
Gospel.

1 Corinthians 2:14

The natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God,
they’re foolishness unto him. Neither can he know them
because they’re spiritually discerned.

Paul tells the Thessalonians:

2 Thessalonians 1:8

In flaming fire, taking vengeance on those who do not know
our God.

When you have the WHEAT and the TARES, they're the
tares.

When you have the TRUE and the FALSE, they're the false.

Matthew 7:22-23

Many will say unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, haven’t
we...And I'll say, Depart from me, I never knew you...

These are the people that are going to be the audience for
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what is getting ready to happen.
2. They are “ungodly persons.”

That means they don’t have any relationship with the Lord
Jesus.

This one’s a little bit harder:

3. “who are turning the grace of God into a license for
1mmorality."

Have you ever heard someone that you've talked to about the
Gospel say something like this?

“God 1s a God of love and He’ll never send anybody to hell” or
“He’s not going to judge us. He’s a God of love.”

They’re so sincere but they completely disregard the certainly
of judgment.

When he says to “contend earnestly for the faith,” he’s dealing
with people who want to have love with the exclusion of
wrath. They can do what they want to and live any kind of a
life they want to because there aren’t going to be any
consequences.

How convenient. That’s the same thing we read in:

Judges 21:25
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...everyone did that which was right in his own eyes.
Nobody had a law. They were all a law unto themselves.

What does that do? If everybody is doing their own thing and
living above authority, does that make the Lord happy?

The one thing you're always going to discover about the Lord
1s that He 1s very much aware of rebellion. There 1s instant
judgment when there is not submission to God’s plan.

Watchman Nee, a Chinese Christian, wrote a book called
Spiritual Authority and in it he says:

God could forebear their murmurings in the wilderness ten
times but He would not allow them to resist His authority.
(source unknown)

The situation here is these guys are living like that.

Peterson says:

(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by
Eugene H. Peterson)

Dear Lord, help me not to overlook the obvious—through
carelessness miss the great signs of your saving love, through
sloth have my eyes closed to the flashing lights of eternity, in
Jesus Christ. Amen.
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p. 221
That sets the stage doesn’t it?
3. Condemnation (verses 5-16)

In these next verses you're going to get an Old Testament
survey. The illustrations are all powerful and they build one
on the other. There’s a reason for every one of them so let’s
look at them.

It’s titled “Condemnation” because this is the judgment on
these false teachers that he’s just introduced to us that have
come slithering in.

v. 5 Now I am desiring to remind you, though you know
all things once for all, that the Lord having saved a
people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently
destroyed those who did not believe.

“Now I am desiring to remind you,”

A lot of times if you can just remind people of what they know;
1t’s going to be the safest things to do.

“I am desiring to remind you though you know all things once
for all, that the Lord having saved a people out of the land of
Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe.”

The first i1llustration—he has three of them here—has to do
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with UNBELIEF. It has to do with the children of Israel.

As you know they came out of Egypt and they went up and
formed a committee at Kadesh Barnea. They decided they
couldn’t go in so for 40 years they wandered in the wilderness;
That whole generation died in unbelief. The first thing these
false teachers are accused of is unbelief.

This 1s a great understatement of scripture. The fact that out
of three million people, only two actually got to go into the
land. Joshua and Caleb were the only two who responded and
the rest of them were strewn in the wilderness. The first
1llustration has to do with unbelief, and that’s true of them.

The second one has to do with ANGELS.

v. 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but
abandoned their proper abode He has kept in
eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of
the great day.

“And angels who did not keep their own domain, but
abandoned their proper abode He has kept in eternal bonds
under darkness for the judgment of the great day.”

That’s almost an identical picture that you see in 2 Peter.

Satan in Isaiah 14 said: “I will be like the most high God. I
will set my throne above the stars of God.” (ref. Isaiah 14:13)
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“I will...I will...I will...”—5 times.

And God says, “You won’t....you won’t....you won’t” and cast
him out of heaven. When He cast him out of heaven, there was
also a lot of angels that went with him.

Those angels, according to what Jude and Peter are saying,
are held in a prison house waiting eternal judgment. So
they’re discombobulated but they’re “in eternal bonds under
darkness for the judgment of that great day.”

What do we learn about angels? If you learn unbelief with
regard to the children of Israel, then you're going to have to
deal with rebellion. This is just outright arrogant rebellion
against God’s plan. There was a horrible consequence as a
result of that.

The third 1llustration hits close to home.

v. 7 Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around
them, since they in the same way as these indulged
in gross immorality and went after strange flesh,
are being set forth as an example in undergoing theé
punishment of everlasting fire.

“Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them,

since they in the same way as these”—that is those who

rebelled and those who lived in unbelief—“indulged in gross

1mmorality and went after strange flesh,”—what a way to

describe homosexuality—“are being set forth as an example in
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undergoing the punishment of everlasting fire.”

There’s no way to spiritualize that and to soften what’s being
said.

Do you remember the story? Abraham had some visitors that
day—three of them. He served them a meal and was told that
he and his wife were going to have a baby a year from then. As
they turned to go toward the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
where Lot was living, the Lord said, “Should I not tell Abram
what I'm going to do?” He tells him the sin of Sodom and
Gomorrah has risen to our nostrils and we’re on our way to
judge.

Abraham says, “You're the judge. You will do what’s right

won’t you? If there’s 50 people down there you wouldn’t
destroy it would you?”

The Lord says, “No I wouldn’t do that.”

“Well, I don’t want to bother you much but if there’s 45?7 How
about that?

“Not for 45.”
“If there’s 40?”

Every time you can just feel the tension.

“If there’s 30? If there’s 20? If there’s 10?”
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Why did he stop at 10? Because he thought surely that Lot
and his extended family would at least qualify to have at least
10 down there if he made any kind of impact on that sin city.
But he didn’t. And the city was destroyed because of
1mmorality. It’s sobering.

Sodom and Gomorrah—sad, sad story. It makes you realize
there are so many people today who are.

v. 8 Yet in the same manner these men also by
dreaming are defiling the flesh, and rejecting
authority and defaming pre-eminence.

“Yet in the same manner these men also by dreaming”—you
could use the word FANTASY.

It’s like fantasizing, sexual liaisons and things—“are defiling
the flesh, and they’re rejecting authority and defaming pre-
eminence.”

There’s THREE THINGS that they're guilty of according to
what he’s saying:

1. “defiling the flesh’—this is just stupid to think that you
can violate everything that God originally intended. They're
doing that.

2. They are “rejecting authority” and
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3. “defaming pre-eminence.”

Galatians 6:7

Be not deceived, God 1s not laughed at. For whatsoever man
soweth, that shall he also reap.

That’s “defaming pre-eminence.” That’s basically telling God:
“You don’t know what’s right and I do! And this is what I'm
going to do!”

Ruling God out of the picture:

Psalm 1:1

Blessed is the man

who does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly
nor stands in the path of sinners

nor sits in the seat of the scornful

and laughs at the things of God.

David Jeremiah does a good job in illustrations that he gives:

(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by
David Jeremiah)

Hikers and gardeners know to be alert for the blossoms of the

golden-rod flower—or at least what appears to be merely a

blossom. Closer inspection reveals a cleverly camouflaged,

colorful spider. It spreads itself out, conforming to the color of
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the host flower, but insects that light on it expecting to find
honey are pierced by the spider’s strong, crablike legs and
injected instead with a poison that drugs and kills them.?

That’s the way our culture is. Its television shows, movies;
magazines, trends, styles, affluence, ladder of success—behind
all these things (and others) may be lurking the spider of
unhealthy desire, so we must always be cautious. We must
learn to be wary of the predatory allure of the world.

2. http://landscapingabout.com/library/bl_goldenrod.thm.

p. 103

In verse 9 we're going to get to something that you don’t see
anywhere else.

v. 9 But Michael the Archangel, when he was disputing
with the devil, and arguing about the body of Moses
did not dare pronounce against him a sentence of
judgment, but said: “The Lord rebuke you!”

“But Michael the Archangel,”

Remember Gabriel? He’s the one that brings the messages to
Mary and Elizabeth. If it’s a message, Gabriel’s there. If it’s a
battle and a conflict, it’s Michael. He was delayed by Satan

trying to come to Daniel to give him the prophecy. Here’s
“Michael the Archangel.” He’s in a fight.

“when he was disputing with the devil, and arguing about the
body of Moses did not dare pronounce against him a sentence
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of judgment, but said: “The Lord rebuke you!”

There’s the KEY to rightful relationship and why he’s still the
Archangel and Satan has been cast out of heaven. He would
not assume the responsibility for authority in regard to the
argument over the body of Moses.

Now you understand why you can’t find the grave for Moses.
God certainly superintended in this thing and gave him the
victory and the instructions as to what he should do with
regard to it.

He has all the power and all the authority but he’s not going
to usurp it from the Lord.

Are there any other illustrations scripturally?

KING SAUL—on the seventh day he forced himself to go and
do what only the priest could do. As a result he lost his
kingdom.

UZZIAH—the king that reigned for 52 years during the time
of Isaiah. Right at the end of his life he gets arrogant and goes
in and offers the sacrifice. The priests beg him to leave and
while he’s leaving there’s a white spot of leprosy that forms on

his forehead and he’s disqualified from leadership for the rest
of his life.

It’s a serious business when you usurp divine authority. You
have to be so careful when you’re speaking for God that you're
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not speaking in His place. You let Him be the one who’s doing
the speaking.

Remember the temptation of Christ? When Satan came he
said, “You’ve been hungry. It’s been 40 days. Go turn those
stones into bread and then you’ll have something to eat!” (ref.
Matthew 4:3)

“Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God.” (ref. Matthew 4:4)

Right from the book of Deuteronomy.

“Well then come on over here. Doesn’t the psalmist say that if
you’ll cast yourself off the wings of the temple, His angels will
bear you up? Go do 1t!” (ref. Matthew 4:6)

Once again He hits him with the book of Deuteronomy.
Finally he said, “You know, Lord, if you'd really like to have
all the kingdoms of the world without going to the cross, I can
tell you how you can get it. If you’ll just bow down and
worship me then you can have it all.” (ref. Matthew 4:9)

You see how he operates? Oblivious to divine authority, he
deceives men. Jude can’t see this, but God can. It’s like this
book 1s a clarion call to wake up and realize the serious
ramifications of continued rejection.

v. 10 But these men are reviling the things which they
do not understand; and the things which they know
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by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these they
are being brought to ruin.

“But these men are reviling the things which they do not
understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like
unreasoning animals, by these they are being brought to
ruin.”

In that statement he summarizes exactly where they're
coming from.

“The natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of
God...” (ref. 1 Corinthians 2:14).

Do you remember in the bowl and trumpet judgments where
the Lord says, “Woe...woe...woe”?

When a prophet says “Woe” it’s not “Whoa.” It’'s “Woe” and 1t
means there is a judgment that’s coming and you would not
believe the severity.

v. 11 Woe to them! For they have taken the way of Cain;
and for pay they have poured themselves out into

the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion
of Korah.

“Woe to them! For they have taken the way of Cain, and for
pay they have poured themselves out into the error of Balaam,

and perished in the rebellion of Korah.”
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Now you need some definition.
1. What is the “way of Cain”?

“The way of Cain” was to take the fruit of the ground rather
than the little lamb that his brother Abel took. God rejected
his sacrifice.

Hebrews 11:4

By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain, by which he obtained a witness that he was righteous.
God testifying of his gifts; and by it he being dead yet speaks.

Remember what the Lord said to Cain?

“Why are you angry? Why 1s your face so downcast? If you do
what 1s right will you not be accepted? But if you do what is
wrong, sin is crouching at your door. It desires to have you but
you must master it.” (ref. Genesis 4:6-7)

You must turn from that! That’s “the way of Cain.” These guys
are living that kind of a godless life.

2. “The error of Balaam.”

To summarize “the error of Balaam,” Balaam just preaches

judgment knowing that there is no forgiveness. That’s the

false supposition of Balaam. He’ll take money and he’ll do

anything he can. He would have pronounced judgment upon
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the children of Israel for the king of Moab if in fact the Lord
had not restrained him and given him exactly what he had to
say.

He did not understand that God could forgive. Forgiveness is
the 1ssue.

Isaiah 1:18

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

3. “perished in the rebellion of Korah.”
Where does that come from?

In Numbers 16 Korah comes out and he says, “You know
you’re not the only guy with authority around here. There’s a
bunch of us that would like to be fledgling priests thank you.”

Two hundred and fifty of them show up the next morning.
Because the sons of Korah would not come and meet with
Moses, Moses went to their tent and said, “God if you're God,
open up the earth in an earthquake and swallow the whole
son of Korah.”

The earth convulsed and opened up and swallowed them down
into the grave alive. Instantly fire came out and consumed
those 250 guys that had their incenses coming to try to get
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access into the presence of God, although they were not
priests.

Serious consequences. God must punish sin and sinners.
That’s what had to take place with the rebellion of the sons of
Korah.

v. 12 These men are those who are hidden rocks in your
love-feasts, feasting with you without fear, as
shepherds leading themselves to pasture, waterless
clouds, carried along by winds, autumn trees
without fruit, twice dead, uprooted;

“These men are those who are hidden rocks in your love-
feasts, feasting with you without fear, as shepherds leading
themselves to pasture, waterless clouds, carried along by
winds, autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, uprooted;”

v. 13 wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame;
wandering stars for whom the blackness of the
darkness has been reserved forever.

“wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering
stars for whom the blackness of the darkness has been
reserved forever.”

There are 6 very graphic illustrations of these false teachers.
1. “These men are those’—these false teachers—“who are

hidden rocks in your love-feasts, feasting with you without
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fear,”

They don’t examine their heart. They don’t mind coming and
taking the bread and cup. It’s no big deal to them. But what
does it mean when it says “hidden rocks”? The picture is a
navigational picture.

You know how boats come through the channel to come into
the harbor? What the false teachers do 1s put giant stones just
under the surface of the water so the boat 1s actually
shipwrecked coming into the harbor. That’s the way they act.

Remember that picture, Hymenaeus and Philetus, two guys
that “made shipwreck of their faith” Paul told Timothy. That’s
the picture that’s described here.

2. “as shepherds leading themselves to pasture,”
Shepherds are supposed to take the sheep to pasture and they
don’t do it! Over and over again the Lord said to Peter: “Feed

my sheep...feed my sheep.” They're caring for themselves.

Acts 20:28

Guard yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God
which he bought with his own blood.

That’s our responsibility.
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3. “waterless clouds, carried along by the winds,”

When we get a cloud coming we think we’re going to get rain.
It shows a lot of promise but no performance. It just passes on
over and we're still just as dry as we were before. That’s the
way these teachers are described.

4. “autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, uprooted;”

“Autumn trees” are supposed to be bearing fruit they don’t
have any fruit on them. They're “twice dead.”

Do you understand that phrase?

When a person dies without receiving Jesus Christ, he dies
twice. He dies first physically and the body’s put in the
oground. But he also dies spiritually.

We are born into the world spiritually dead. We must be born
again so we can say a man who’s born twice dies only once and
1t’s no big deal. But a man who’s born once, dies twice and it is
a big deal because it ends up an eternal separation.

He uses the word “uprooted.”

Jesus talks about the branches that are cut off and withered;:

John 15:16

If anyone does not remain in me, he 1s like a branch that is
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thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up and
thrown into the fire and burned.

5. “wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame;”

Isaiah 57:20

The wicked are like the troubled sea, when i1t cannot rest,
whose waters cast up mire and dirt.

6. “wandering stars for whom the blackness of the darkness
has been reserved forever.”

They’re not in orbit. They're living totally scatter-brained.

v. 14 And about these also Enoch, the seventh from
Adam prophesied saying, “Behold! the Lord came
with many thousands of His holy ones,

“And about these also Enoch, the seventh from Adam
prophesied saying, ‘Behold! the Lord came with many
thousands of His holy ones,”

He’s coming with the saints. That’s Revelation 19. They had te
get to heaven before they came back with him. When heaven
opens, he comes and this 1s the end of the Battle of
Armageddon.

Genesis 5:24
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Enoch walked with God...

The Lord took him. He said, “It’s closer to my house than it i1s
to yours. Come on and go home with me.” That’s the picture of
the Rapture of the Church in an Old Testament saint.

Why 1s He coming?

v. 15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all
the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they
have done in an ungodly way, and all the harsh
things which ungodly sinners have spoken against
Him.”

“to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly
of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly
way, and all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have
spoken against Him.”

Do you think he is describing them as “ungodly”?

Yes he i1s. There it is all culminated. That’s the Battle of
Armageddon in Revelation 19 when Christ comes to set up His
eternal kingdom.

“ungodly,”
“execute judgment,”

“convict the ungodly of their ungodly ways.”
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The King is Coming

The market place 1s empty,

No more traffic in the streets.

All the builders tools are silent,

No more time to harvest wheat.
Busy housewives cease their labors,
In the Courtroom no debate.

Work on earth is all suspended

As the King comes through the gate.
(source unknown)

We’re going to be coming right along with him

v. 16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after
their own desires, and their mouth is speaking
arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of
advantage.

“These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own
desires, and their mouth is speaking arrogantly, flattering

people for the sake of advantage.”

Rather than ministering to people, they're using them for
their own personal advantage. There are five things there:

1. muttering complaints against God,

2. they’re discontented with their lot in life,
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3. they walk after their own lusts,
4. they use extravagant language, and

5. they're great at applauding others and they say a lot of
things which are not true.

4. Contemplation

What are we supposed to do?

That’s the true picture of why you are to contend earnestly.

v. 17 But you, beloved, remember the words which weré
spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ;

“But you, beloved,”—CONTRAST—"remember the words

which were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord

Jesus Christ;”

Just remembering things can be most helpful in a time of
great difficulty, confusion and great need.

“remember the words which were spoken”

v. 18 that they were saying to you, “In the last time
there shall be mockers, following after their own
ungodly desires.”
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“that they were saying to you, ‘In the last time there shall be
mockers, following after their own ungodly desires.”

These people are reproaching authority.

v. 19 These are the ones who are causing division,
worldly-minded, not having the Spirit.

“These are the ones who are causing division, worldly-minded,
not having the Spirit.”

All descriptions of the ones who come to divide—“the ones wheo
are...worldly-minded”—they don’t have the presence of the
Spirit because they have no relation.

v. 20 But you beloved, building yourselves up on your
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit;

“But you beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit;”

First of all, building yourselves up “as new-borne babes desire
the sincere milk of the word.” (ref. 1 Peter 2:2)

That should be what you're doing. The Spirit of God uses the
Word to build us up and produce growth.

“praying in the Holy Spirit” means that you’re not praying in
the flesh. You're not asking for things that are not a part of
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His plan.

When you’re praying in the Spirit of God, you are communing
with Him. You're delighting yourself in Him and He will give
you the desires of your heart. That is when they are His
desires.

v. 21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, expectantly
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to
eternal life.

“Keep yourselves in the love of God,”

In Matthew chapter 24 he said that “love grows cold” and

there will be people who will leave their first love (Revelation

1—the church at Ephesus). It’s a danger.
“Keep yourselves in the love of God,” by your fellowship.

“expectantly looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to
eternal life.”

He’s coming back to take us home.

v. 22 And have mercy on those who are doubting.
“And have mercy on those who are doubting.”

Be patient with the Thomases of the world who are having a

hard time believing.
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v. 23 Save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on
some have mercy with fear, hating even the
garment polluted by the flesh.

“Save others, snatching them out of the fire;”

Just like the angels did with Lot and his family, they didn’t
want to leave. They grabbed them by the hands.

“and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment
polluted by the flesh.”

Paul says, “Oh woe is me. The good that I would do, I don’t do:
And that which I would not, I find I'm always doing.” (ref.
Romans 7:19)

There’s SEVEN COMMANDS there 1in those verses that are
all self-explanatory.

Keeping yourselves mainly in the love of God. That’s Matthew
24:11-12.

Then Revelation 2:4, “Keeping yourself in the love of God.”
Those first four commands:
1. “building,”

2. “praying,”
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3. “keeping,” and
4. “looking.”

That’s how you contend earnestly and have mercy on those
who are doubting. Be patient with them.

All seven of those things fit together. They prepare your heart
for that glorious culmination—the great doxology that you've
heard so many times. Now read it with great insight.

v. 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from
stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence
of His glory blameless with great joy,

“Now to Him”—JESUS—“who 1s able”—yes He really 1s—"*to
keep you from stumbling,”—oh what a promise—“and to make
you stand”—convinced—"“in the presence of His glory
blameless with great joy,”

Remember what Paul said to Timothy?

“At my last hearing nobody stood with me but the Lord stood
with me.” (ref. 2 Timothy 4:16)

God delivered him on that glorious night and he was telling
Timothy about it.
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v. 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and
authority, before all time, both now and forever.
Amen.

“to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,”

Look at what he’s getting ready to tell us here. There are
several things. As contenders we need to pay attention to in
these last words.

He’s going to “keep you from stumbling,” He’s going to “make
you stand in the presence of His glory,” He’s going to keep you
from slipping. But He i1s our Lord.

There are FOUR THINGS:

1. “be glory,”
2. “majesty,”
3. “dominion,”

4. “authority, before all time, both now and forevermore.”
John Newton said:

“It’s not what I ought to be. I am not what I wish to be. I am
not what I hope to be. But by the grace of God, I am not what I
once was.”
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(source unknown)
Listen to Peterson as we close:

(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by
Eugene H. Peterson)

Lord, I'm beginning to realize the way you work: you come to
my level and attend to my difficulties so that I might come up
to your level and share your glory. Thank you for your patience
in starting with me where I am and your perseverance in
taking me to where you are. Amen.

p. 286

Father, we thank You. What a challenging book. We've only
scratched the surface. Thank You that Jude was sensitive to
Your Spirit, to be prompted by Your Spirit, to record these
words for us that help us so much to understand our culture.
And more than that, what our responsibility is for that culture
to stand firm and strong. Father we’re reminded of the words
of the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:58: “Therefore my
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord. For as much as you know
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.
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BIBLICAL POSTCARDS

Ruth, Philemon & Jude

STUDY NUMBER SIX — JUDE 1:1-25

I. Caption (vv. 1-2)

v. 1 Jude, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, and a brother of James, to
those who have been called, who are loved by God the Father and
kept by Jesus Christ.

v. 2 May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.

II. Contention (vv. 3-4)

v. 3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write to you
concerning our common salvation, I felt I had to write to you
urging you to contend earnestly for the faith that was once for all
entrusted to the saints.

v. 4 For certain men have secretly slipped in, who for a long time
have been marked out for this judgment, ungodly persons who are
turning the grace of our God into a license for immorality and
denying our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

III. Condemnation (vv. 5-16)

v. 5 Now I am desiring to remind you, though you know all things
once for all, that the Lord having saved a people out of the land of
Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who did not believe.

v. 6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but
abandoned their proper abode He has kept in eternal bonds under
darkness for the judgment of the great day.

v. 7 Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them,
since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality
and went after strange flesh, are being set forth as an example in
undergoing the punishment of everlasting fire.

v. 8 Yet in the same manner these men also by dreaming are
defiling the flesh, and rejecting authority and defaming pre-
eminence.
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v. 9 But Michael the Archangel, when he was disputing with the
devil, and arguing about the body of Moses did not dare pronounce
against him a sentence of judgment, but said: “The Lord rebuke
you!”

v. 10 But these men are reviling the things which they do not
understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like
unreasoning animals, by these they are being brought to ruin.

v. 11 Woe to them! For they have taken the way of Cain, and for
pay they have poured themselves out into the error of Balaam, and
perished in the rebellion of Korah.

v. 12 These men are those who are hidden rocks in your love-
feasts, feasting with you without fear, as shepherds leading
themselves to pasture, waterless clouds, carried along by winds,
autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, uprooted;v. 13 wild waves
of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars for whom the
blackness of the darkness has been reserved forever.

v. 14 And about these also Enoch, the seventh from Adam
prophesied saying, “Behold! the Lord came with many thousands
of His holy ones,

v. 15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly
of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way,
and all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken
against Him.”

v. 16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own
desires, and their mouth is speaking arrogantly, flattering people
for the sake of advantage.

IV. Contemplation (vv. 17-23)

v. 17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken
beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;

v.18 that they were saying to you, “In the last time there shall be
mockers, following after their own ungodly desires.”

v. 19 These are the ones who are causing division, worldly-minded,
not having the Spirit.

v. 20 But you beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit;

v. 21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, expectantly looking for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.

v. 22 And have mercy on those who are doubting.

v. 23 Save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have
mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.
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NOTES
V. Culmination (vv. 24-25)
v. 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to
make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great
joy,
v. 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be
glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time, both now
and forever. Amen.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Jude 1:1-25 and in your own words pull out the main
thought of this passage.

2. In what two ways 1s Jude described in verse 1?

3. What three prayer wishes are outlined for us in verse 2?
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4. Describe what happened to Jude as he was preparing to
write this letter, according to verse 3.

5. Outline the reason why Jude changes his message,
according to verse 4.

6. Outline what happened to the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah, according to verse 7.

7. Describe the ungodly, according to verse 16.

8. What 1s the Lord going to do for each of us who know ChI'lS
as Savior, according to verses 24 & 25?
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Each of us must be adorned with a spirit of
sensitivity that we might know the mind of the Lord
before we begin pursuing His plan.

LESSON #2: In verse 5 we read: “Now I am desiring to remind
you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord
having saved a people out of the land of Egypt,
subsequently destroyed those who did not believe.”
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LESSON #3: “And angels who did not keep their own domain,
but abandoned their proper abode He has kept in eternal
bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day”
(verse 6).

LESSON #4: Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed as they
“Indulged in gross immorality and went after strange
flesh, [and] are being set forth as an example in
undergoing the punishment of everlasting fire” (verse 7).

LESSON #5: “Woe to them! For they have taken the way of
Cain, and for pay they have poured themselves out into
the error of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of
Korah” (verse 11).

LESSON #6: According to verse 15 God is certainly coming “to
execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly
of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an
ungodly way, and all the harsh things which ungodly
sinners have spoken against Him.”

LESSON #7: The conduct of the sinners is described in verse
16: “These are grumblers, finding fault, following after
their own desires, and their mouth is speaking
arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of advantage.”
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LESSON #8: Jude commands the believers in verse 17: “But
you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken
beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

LESSON #9: “In the last time there shall be mockers,
following after their own ungodly desires.’ These are the
ones who are causing division, worldly-minded, not
having the Spirit” (verses 18 & 19).

LESSON #10: Jude commands the believers again: “But you
beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith,
praying in the Holy Spirit; Keep yourselves in the love of
God, expectantly looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ to eternal life” (verses 20 & 21).

LESSON #11: How are we supposed to be living in times of
apostasy? We are to: (1) be building ourselves up through
the Word; (2) be praying in the Spirit; (3) be staying in the
sunshine of His love by walking in fellowship with Him,;
(4) be expectantly anticipating the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ; (5) be patient with those who are doubting;
(6) evangelize those who are perishing; and (7) be
challenging those who are walking in carnality as
children of God after the things of the flesh. Recognizing
the fact that everything points to him, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who is able to keep us from stumbling. And who
will one day make us stand in the presence of His glory,
blameless, with great joy.
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