
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Practical Study of 
 

COLOSSIANS: How Christians Grow 
 

“Christ Is All and in All” 
 
 

Study #1 – Colossians 1:1-8 
 

CHRIST CHANGED MY LIFE 
 
 
Key Verses: Colossians 1:4-5 

 
having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you are 
having for all the saints.  Because of the hope that is laid up for you in 
heaven, which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 
that has come to you, 

 
Text: 
v. 1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God, and Timothy 
our brother, to the saints in Colosse, even the faithful brethren in Christ. 
v. 2  Grace to you and peace from God, our Father. 
v. 3  We are giving thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying for you at all times, 
v. 4  having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you are 
having for all the saints. 
v. 5  Because of the hope that is laid up for you in heaven, which you heard 
before in the word of the truth of the gospel, that has come to you, 
v. 6  even as it is also in all the world bearing fruit and increasing, just as 
also in you from the day you heard it and came to know completely the grace 
of God in truth; 
v. 7  even as you learned from Epaphras, the beloved, our fellow bond-slave, 
who is faithful on your behalf as a servant of Christ, 
v. 8  who also declared to us your love in the Spirit. 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #1 – Colossians 1 1-8.doc 

2 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 
(A Gathering by Hal Cannon) Layton, UT: Gibbs M. Smith, Inc. Copyright – 

Gibbs M. Smith, Inc., 1985.  
 
THE LEASE HOUND 
 
WALLACE MCRAE 
 
A sharpie in a leisure suit, 
With eyelets in his shoes, 
Who faintly smelled of talcum 
And a little less of booze, 
Drove into my neighbor’s yard 
And gingerly got out, 
A little gimpy from the drive, 
The altitude, and gout. 
 
He tried to pet their barking dog 
While edging to the door, 
But once inside his confidence 
Sallied to the fore. 
“I’ve come to lease your land for coal,” 
Was how he launched his spiel. 
He’d been given “authority” 
To grant a “generous” deal. 
 
“The nation needs the coal,” he said, 
“As I am sure you know. 
We need more power every year 
To make our nation grow. 
It’s the patriotic duty 
Of each American 
To help to get the coal mined, 
And expedite our plan. 
 
“Now, you may not like strip mining, 
And tearing up the earth, 
But it’s your duty, isn’t it, 
To the land that gave you birth? 
For too long you’ve reaped the benefits 
From places far away. 
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Your turn has now come up,” he said, 
“And now, you folks must pay. 
 
“Your Power, and the food you eat, 
And the lumber in your house, 
And all the luxuries you have, 
Caused other folks to grouse. 
But now your chance has come, at last, 
To set the old debt straight. 
Just sign the paper I have here, 
And you can compensate.” 
 
All the time this lecture droned, 
My neighbor masked his face. 
How could he tell this pompous fool 
Their food came from that place; 
The lumber came from yonder 
North-slope of the hill; 
That “make-do” was their motto; 
That need meant need; not frill. 
 
The stranger felt he’d seldom 
Better delivered his stroke, 
He had but to get a signature 
From these poor country folk. 
His boss would be ecstatic, 
His stock would surely rise. 
The rutted road, a rainbow, 
Had led him to this prize. 
 
He’d do these folks a favor, 
Save them from this place. 
Though it was dusk, he still had time, 
Tonight, a bar to grace. 
“If we could have some light,” he said, 
“You folks could sign the forms. 
I could leave here in an hour, 
The forecast spoke of storms.” 
 
“We won’t keep you,” said my neighbor, 
“No need to stay an hour. 
We’ll light a lamp to show you out. 
You see . . . we don’t have no power.” 
pp. 187-89 
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Daddy’s Lil Wrangler 
by Tamara Hillman © 2006 
 
Although I’m just a girl of sorts, 
I well remember when. 
Daddy placed me on a horse, 
then stood back with a grin. 
 
He spoke some words I’ll not forget 
no matter how I age, 
‘bout bein’ a little wranger; 
his helper without wage. 
 
Ya see, I was the oldest, 
an’ no boys would there be, 
so Daddy made the best of it 
an’ declared his sidekick—me. 
 
I learned to herd the cattle, 
swing a rope above my head, 
an’ not to worry ‘bout the storm 
or lighnin’ I might dread. 
 
He taught me how to buck bales 
an’ how to lay a brand, 
guess you could say in our world. 
I was his best hand. 
 
We mended fence, pulled new calves 
an’ fought some big wildfires. 
Me ridin’ there beside him 
since that was his desire. 
 
He always called me Buddy, 
an’ I know that he was proud 
tho’ he never really said it 
to anyone out loud. 
 
Guess you could say my dad ‘n me 
well, we were very close, 
an’ bein’ his little wrangler 
is what I cherish most… 
(source unknown) 
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(The Me I Want to Be: Becoming God’s Best Version of You by John Ortberg)  
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– John Ortberg, 2010. 

 
Children between the ages of two and four average 6.2 fights per hour.  
That’s about ninety fights per day, or about three thousand fights per year.  
If you are parenting little kids, no wonder you’re tired! 
p. 212 
 
 
 
I remember well when I was a teenager that Patti Page had a great song on 
the hit parade called: 
 
Cross Over The Bridge  
Patti Page 
 
… I know it isn’t easy to resist temptation’s call 
But think of how your broken heart will hurt you when you fall 
‘Cause someday you will find that you are hopelessly in love 
And she’ll belong to someone else as sure as stars above 
 
Cross over the bridge, cross over the bridge 
Change your reckless way of livin’, cross over the bridge 
Leave your fickle past behind you, 
And true romance will find you, 
Brother, cross over the bridge 
Cross over the bridge  
 
(http://www.lyrics007.com/Page%20Patti%20Lyrics/Cross%20Over%20The%2
0Bridge%20Lyrics.html) 
 
 
That’s really what we are going to be talking about in: 
 

STAGE #1: CHRIST CHANGED MY LIFE. 
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(The Importance of Being Foolish: How to Think Like Jesus by Brennan 
Manning)San Francisco, CA: HarperSanFrancisco. Copyright – 
Brennan Manning, 2005. 

 
Often the rhetoric we use to describe our life in Christ bears only a thin 
resemblance to where we really are.  We boast of what we are giving because 
it hides what we are withholding.  We allow ourselves to believe that we are 
capable of love just because we are capable of devout sentiment. 
p. 46 
 
 
What a joy and thrill is going to be ours to study the BOOK OF 
COLOSSIANS! 
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STAGES IN MY RELATIONSHIP TO JESUS CHRIST 
 
 
KEY VERSE: 
 
Colossians 3:11b 
 

Christ is all and in all. 
 
 
Our THEME is going to be: 
 

HOW CHRISTIANS GROW. 
 
 
He is all that a man needs and in all that a man does. 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS: 
 
 
1. The book was written by the Apostle Paul near the END OF HIS 

FIRST IMPRISONMENT IN ROME.  
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The Book of Colossians was written by the Apostle Paul about A.D. 60-62, 
while he was imprisoned in Rome.  One purpose was to correct the heresy 
that had sprung up in the Asian city of Colosse. 
 
 
It is here in Rome that he eventually returns for a second imprisonment that 
is terminated in death in 67 A.D. 
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2. As soon as Paul completes them, TYCHICUS and ONESIMUS deliver 
the books of: 

 
EPHESIANS,  
 
PHILEMON, and  
 
COLOSSIANS. 

 
 
3. Colossae is one of the THREE CITIES in the LYCUS VALLEY.   

It is the tri-cities area:  
 

COLOSSAE,  
 
HIERAPOLIS, and  
 
LAODICEA. 

 
Paul never personally ministered in these cities, but he had a close 
association with several folks who lived there. 

 
 
4. The ministry really began when PHILEMON went on a business trip 

to Ephesus and attended a Bible class that Paul was teaching there.  
As a result of that experience, he became a Christian.  He then went 
back home and the Lord used him to win his wife, APPHIA, to Jesus 
Christ, as well as his son, ARCHIPPUS. 

 
 
5. Epaphras was also a convert of the Apostle Paul while he was in 

Ephesus.  He went from there to these three cities with the Gospel 
message.  He sort of became a pastor to these people, as well as 
Archippus. 

 
 
6. Epaphras encountered some opposition from the Gnostics who claimed 

to be the ones with a superior knowledge.  They posed a real threat to 
Christianity because of their variant beliefs, especially about the 
person of Christ. 

 
 
7. Epaphras felt that this was serious enough to go to Rome and tell the 

Apostle about it. 
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8. The letter, then, to the Colossians is written to defend Christianity 
from the Gnostic attack.  This is one of the reasons we have such a 
beautiful portrait of the person of Jesus Christ throughout this letter. 

 
 
9. John Calvin says of this letter:  
 

“In writing to the Colossians Paul teaches that all parts of our 
salvation are to be found in Christ alone, that they may not seek 
anything elsewhere; and he puts them in mind that it was in Christ 
that they had obtained every blessing that they possessed, in order 
that they might the more carefully make it their aim to hold Him fast 
to the end.  And indeed even this one article would be perfectly 
sufficient of itself to make us reckon this epistle, short as it is, to be an 
inestimable treasure.  For what is of greater importance in the whole 
system of heavenly doctrine than to have Christ drawn to the life, so 
that we may clearly contemplate His excellence, His office, and all the 
fruits that accrue to us therefrom?” (source unknown) 

 
 
10. It is my prayer that as we enter in upon this epistle, we might enter in 

upon it with great enthusiasm, because we are going to learn more 
about our wonderful Savior and our relationship with Him. 
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OUTLINE FOR THE STUDIES: 
 

STAGES IN MY RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST 
 
 
KEY VERSE: 
 
Colossians 3:11b 
 

Christ is all and in all. 
 
 

HOW CHRISTIANS GROW 
 

Stage #1: Christ Changed My Life (1:1-8) 
 
Stage #2: The Will, Walk, and Work of Christ (1:9-14) 
 
Stage #3: Christ in First Place (1:15-20) 
 
Stage #4: Maturing in Christ (1:21-2:3) 
 
Stage #5: Living in Christ (2:4-8) 
 
Stage #6: Christ Living in Me (2:9-15) 
 
Stage #7: Christ, Not Legalism (2:16-23) 
 
Stage #8: Christ in My Mind (3:1-11) 
 
Stage #9: Christ in the Word (3:12-17) 
 
Stage #10: Christ in My Family (3:18-4:1) 
 
Stage #11: Christ in My Witness (4:2-6) 
 
Stage #12: Christ in Other People (4:7-18) 
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2 Peter 3:18 (NASB) 
 

but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
Anders says: 
 

“It is not until a man finds his faith opposed and attacked that he really 
begins to think out the implications of that faith.  It is not until the Church is 
confronted with some dangerous heresy that she begins to realize the riches 

and the wonder of orthodoxy.” 
William Barclay 

p. 274 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
 In chapter 1, Paul tells the Colossian believers: Hello, Colossians.  
Timothy and I are pleased to hear from Epaphras that the gospel which is 
growing all over the world is bearing fruit in your lives as well.  Because of 
this, we constantly pray that you stay focused on God’s will so that your lives 
will be pleasing to him.  Remember that Jesus, our Creator and Reconciler, 
deserves absolute supremacy in absolutely everything.  I endure suffering 
and hard work on behalf of Jesus and his church to bring believers to 
maturity. 
p. 275 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
MAIN IDEA: Knowing the truth about the power of the gospel and the person 
of Christ is the believer’s best protection against deception. 
p. 277 
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Barclay says: 
 
 (i) It was clearly a heresy which attacked the total adequacy and the 
unique supremacy of Christ.  No Pauline letter has such a lofty view of Jesus 
Christ, and such an insistence on His completeness and His finality.  Jesus 
Christ is the image of the invisible God; in Him all fulness dwells (I: 15, 19).  
In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge (2: 2).  In Him 
dwells the fulness of the Godhead in bodily form (2: 9).  No greater claims 
were ever made for Christ, and no greater claims can ever be made. 
p. 115 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
 WE HAVE SEEN the peril that threatened the church at Colossae.  We 
have examined the false teaching, and we have identified it, and we have 
seen what its consequences would have been for faith and life if it had been 
allowed to flourish, to develop, and to spread unchecked.  And now we turn to 
look at Paul’s answer to it.  Paul did not take the negative method of arguing 
with and contradicting the false teachers; he took the method of stating the 
Christian gospel in all its splendor.  The false teachers had tried to remove 
Jesus Christ from the topmost niche and had tried to despoil him of his 
uniqueness. 
p. 57 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 Colosse was a small market town situated on the south bank of the 
Lycus River in the interior of the Roman providence of Asia (an area included 
in modern Turkey).  Located about a hundred miles east of Ephesus, its 
nearest neighbors were Laodicea and Hierapolis (both of these cities had 
communities of believers; cf. 2:1; 4:13).  Colosse and Laodicea were probably 
evangelized during the time of Paul’s extended ministry in Ephesus (Ac 
19:10), though there is no record of it in Acts. 
p. 812 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
This letter gives no direct account of the tenets of this strange teaching, and 
thus it is difficult to obtain a clear and consistent understanding of it.  Yet 
from the many allusions to the heresy, we are able to sketch its leading 
features.  (1) It professed to be a “philosophy,” but Paul calls it a “hollow and 
deceptive philosophy” (2:8).  (2) It placed much emphasis on ritual 
circumcision, dietary laws, and the observance of holy days (2:11, 14, 16-17).  
(3) Affirming the mediation of various supernatural powers in the creation of 
the world and the whole process of salvation, the false teaching insisted that 
these mysterious powers be placated and worshiped (2:25, 18-19).  As a result 
of this, Christ was relegated to a relatively minor place in the Colossian 
system.  (4) Some of the errorists were ascetic (2:20-23), teaching that the 
body is evil and must be treated as an enemy.  (5) The advocates of this 
system claimed to be Christian teachers (cf. 2:3-10). 
p. 813 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 Gnosticism—the word is related to gnosis, “knowledge” (GK 1194)—
taught that salvation is obtained not through faith but through knowledge.  
Such knowledge, however, was knowledge acquired through mystical 
experience, not intellectual apprehension.  It was an occult knowledge, 
pervaded by the superstitions of astrology and magic. 
p. 814 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 Colossians therefore proclaims the absolute supremacy and sole 
sufficiency of Jesus Christ (cf. esp. 1:18; 2:9; 3:11).  He is God’s Son (1:14), the 
object of the Christian’s faith (1:4), the Redeemer (1:14), the image of God 
(1:15), the Lord of creation (1:15), the head of the church (1:18), and 
reconciler of the universe (1:20).  In him dwells the fullness of the Godhead 
(2:9), and under him every power and authority in the universe is subjected 
(2:10).  He is the essence of the mystery of God (2:3), and in him all God’s 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge lie hidden (2:3).  He is the standard by 
which all religious teaching is to be measured (2:8) and the reality of the 
truth foreshadowed by the regulations and rituals of the old covenant (2:17).  
By his cross he conquered the cosmic powers of evil (2:15), and following his 
resurrection he was enthroned at the right hand of God (3:1).  Our life now 
lies hidden with God in Christ, but one day both he and we will be gloriously 
manifested (3:3-4). 
p. 815 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Written from a Roman prison in approximately A.D. 60.  (See the introduction 
to Philippians.) 
 Colossians was written in the same year as Ephesians and Philemon.  
According to the reference in 4:3 to being in chains, in 4:10 to fellow prisoner 
Aristarchus, and in 4:18 to his chains, clearly Paul was in prison when he 
wrote this letter.  Evidently Epaphras, who was visiting Paul or was 
imprisoned with him (Philemon 23), told him of the problems in Colosse (1:7). 
p. 135 
 
 
 
Baxter says: 
 
 The Gnostic bewitchers at Colosse were insinuating that their own new 
inner knowledge added completion to the Gospel (the name “Gnostic” is from the 
Greek gnosis, “knowledge”), and affected to give (a) a fulness or completion to the 
truth as it is in Christ; (b) a completive inner knowing of Divine realities; (c) a 
superior “wisdom” or “spiritual understanding.”  Paul is using the favourite 
words when he prays that the Colossian believers “might be ‘FILLED’ with the 
‘epignosis’ of His will in all ‘wisdom’ and ‘spiritual understanding.’” 
p. 206 
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Brooks says: 
 
 Ephesians and Colossians represent the fullest, richest presentation of 
Christianity.  There are many resemblances.  Out of 95 verses in Colossians, 
78 have marked resemblance to statements in Ephesians.  Out of 155 in 
Ephesians, 78 resemble statements in Colossians. 
 In Ephesians, the Church is the primary object and the thought passes 
upward to Christ as the Head.  In Colossians Christ is the primary Object 
and the thought passes downward to the Church as His Body. 
 This epistle presents the Son of God as the Head and Cause of the 
whole created universe. 
p. 45 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 The chief industry carried on in those cities was the manufacture and 
preparation of woolen fabrics.  This was in fact the chief industry of all the 
cities in the Maeander and Hermus basins, for they had excellent 
communications with the Aegean ports through which their wares were 
exported.  Although the cities of the Lycus valley began their production of 
those wares later than the older cities of Ionia and Lydia, they soon became 
famous for the high quality of their products.  The glossy black wool of 
Laodicea was esteemed as finer even than that of Miletus, which was 
renowned for its excellence throughout the Near East from the sixth century 
B.C. until well into the Christian era.  Hierapolis in particular was famed for 
its superior dyeing processes.  The color of the Colossian product was known 
as colossinus, a word used by Pliny the elder to describe the color of the 
cyclamen bloom. 
pp. 7-8 
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Bruce says: 
 
 The only direct information the NT supplies about Christianity in the 
Lycus valley is contained in the letters to the Colossians and to Philemon, 
and in the letter to the Laodicean church in Rev. 3:14-22.  The last-named 
document shows how the churches of the Lycus valley shared the general 
prosperity of their environment; the cutting edge of their distinctive witness 
was accordingly blunted.  Among various touches of local color in the letter is 
the lukewarmness for which the church is rebuked: in contrast to Hierapolis 
with its medicinal hot springs or Colossae with its refreshing supply of cold 
water, Laodicea had to fetch its water through high-pressure stone pipes 
from hot springs at Denizli, some five miles away, and by the time it reached 
Laodicea the water was lukewarm.  Probably, like the water which the 
villagers of Eçirli are reported as drawing today from the hot springs of 
Pamukkale, it had to be left standing in stone jars until it was cool.  
p. 15 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 Sometime after the writing of the letter to the Colossians a large-scale 
departure from Paul’s teaching is implied by the statement: “you are aware 
that all who are in Asia turned away from me” (2 Tim. 1:15).  Something to 
the same effect may be gathered from the warning to the leaders of the 
church at Ephesus in Acts 20:29-30 that from within their own ranks “will 
arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.” 
pp. 15-16 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 While the Colossian heresy was basically Jewish, it is not the 
straightforward Judaizing legalism of Galatians that is envisaged in 
Colossians, but a form of mysticism which tempted its adepts to look on 
themselves as a spiritual elite. 
p. 22 
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Carson says: 
 
 COLOSSAE was one of a group of three cities in the Lycus valley of 
which the other two were Laodicea and Hierapolis.  As they were only a short 
distance apart, close contact between the different communities was 
inevitable and this is reflected in the Epistle.  Thus Paul includes the 
believers in Laodicea as those for whom he prays (ii. 1) and both Laodicea as 
those for whom he prays (ii. 1) and both Laodicea and Hierapolis are named 
in connection with the labours of Epaphras (iv. 13).  Then again the regular 
intercourse between the cities would facilitate the exchange of letters 
enjoined by the apostle (iv. 16).  Laodicea was the most important of the 
three, being the chief city of the region.  By contrast, Colossae at this period 
was a small town over-shadowed by its wealthy neighbours, and certainly not 
a place of any great significance. 
p. 11 
 
 
 
Dunnam says: 
 
 Onesimus, the slave, also belonged to the church in Colosse.  Thus it 
may be inferred that Philemon, the master of Onesimus, was also in Colosse 
and had a church meeting in his home, having been converted by Paul 
(Philem. 2, 19).  Philemon’s son Archippus held some sort of office in the 
church (Col. 4:17).  Though not certain, it is probable that Paul was 
personally acquainted with Nymphas in whose house the church met in 
Laodicea (Col. 4:15). 
p. 320 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
Two other cities are also mentioned in this Epistle to the Colossians, the 
cities of Laodicea and Hierapolis (chapter iv:13).  Laodicea was only nine 
miles and Hierapolis, thirteen miles from Colossae.  Laodicea was a very rich 
and influential city.  Hierapolis was famous for its hot springs.  Colossae was 
the smallest of these three cities.  Christian believers lived in all three cities 
and later the Lord selected the church of the Laodiceans and addressed to it 
the final message of the seven churches (Rev. iii). 
p. 39 
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Gaebelein says: 
 
He therefore aims in this Epistle to glorify Christ, to lead the Colossians back 
to a full realization of the Person and Glory of Christ and their completeness 
in Him.  He directs their hearts to the Lord Jesus Christ and thus fulfills His 
mission, speaking not of Himself and glorifying Christ. 
pp. 45-46 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
COLOSSIANS WAS WRITTEN to a negligible Phrygian Christian community 
almost two thousand years ago, and yet it still speaks relevantly today.  It 
gives witness “to the finality, adequacy and all-sufficiency of the cosmic 
Christ—by whom and for whom all things were made, in whom they cohere, 
and with whom in God the life of the Christian and of the Church is 
hidden.”50  That truth will never go out of date. 
 
 50  James S Stewart, “A First-Century Heresy and Its Modern Counterpart,” SJT 23 
(1970). 420 
p. 32 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
 When Christians do not live with a deep sense of gratitude for what 
God has done for them in Christ, they will become engulfed in anxieties and 
will be tempted to look for security in something other than Christ.  Paul 
repeatedly urged the Colossians to be thankful for the victory already won for 
them by Christ’s cross and resurrection.  Salvation can be found only in 
Christ, and Christians do not need something else or something more.  The 
cross brings redemption, the forgiveness of sin, and triumph over all the 
powers that would oppress human life.  Every believer is made complete 
when placed under the complete claim of Christ, and all the spiritual ills of 
our world find their only cure in him. 
p. 33 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #1 – Colossians 1 1-8.doc 

19 

Gromacki says: 
 
 The city was situated on a rocky ridge overlooking the valley of the 
Lyrcus River that runs through this mountainous district.  Colosse was 
located about one hundred miles east of Ephesus and about eleven miles east 
and slightly south of Laodicea. 
pp. 11-12 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 What was this heresy?  It taught that spiritual knowledge is available 
only to those with superior intellects, thus creating a spiritual caste system.  
Faith was treated with contempt; advanced Gnosticism even taught that 
salvation is received by knowledge.  Adherents believed that they could 
understand divine mysteries totally unknown and unavailable to the typical 
Christian. 
 An influence of Greek philosophy was its teaching that all matter is 
innately evil and that the soul or mind is intrinsically good.  This logically led 
to a denial of the creation of the material world by God and to a denial of the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ.  The latter involved a repudiation of His 
humanity.  His physical death, and His physical resurrection. 
p. 14 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 Christ was reduced by most Gnostics into a creature, perhaps the 
highest being that God created.  This was an attack upon the Trinity and 
upon the eternal, sovereign deity of Jesus Christ. 
 In daily living, the heresy led to asceticism and legalism.  If matter is 
evil, then the body is evil.  The heresy taught that to destroy the desires of 
the body (in order to satisfy the needs of the soul), a rigid code of behavior—
including circumcision, dietary laws, and observances of feasts—had to be 
followed. 
p. 14 
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Hughes says: 
 
 The problem came from false teachers who were propagating what is 
called Gnosticism.  Gnostics considered themselves to be people of superior 
knowledge who could help “lesser” Christians attain deeper spirituality.  The 
very word for Gnosticism comes from the Greek word gnosis, which means “to 
know.”  The Gnostics, “people in the know,” the spiritual elite with all the 
answers, held as their basic doctrine that matter (anything physical or 
created) was evil and that only the spirit was good.  They reasoned, therefore, 
that God could not be involved in creation, because being perfect he could not 
touch matter which was intrinsically evil.  Therefore, the world came into 
being through the complicated surrogate process as God put forth thousands 
of emanations (or lesser gods), each of which was a little more distant from 
him, so that finally there was an emanation (a little god) so distant from God 
that it could touch matter—and it created the world.  Of course, this lesser 
god of creation was so far removed from the ultimate God that it was evil. 
 This reasoning led to the belief that Jesus Christ, if he really was the 
Son of God, could not have taken on a human body because matter is evil.  
This delusion spawned the Gnostic romances about Jesus being only a ghost-
like phantom.  To the Gnostics, Christ was not Creator, the Incarnation was 
not real, and Christ was not enough! 
p. 14 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
The Gnostic, on the other hand, says, I do know.  Gnosis, from which the term 
is derived, simply means knowledge.  Epignosis, used by the apostle for 
Christianity, is really super-knowledge.  The Gnostic professed to have fuller 
knowledge of the mysteries of life and death and heavenly beings than the 
Bible itself reveals.  He added to, or perverted the scriptural revelation, 
linking with it weird Persian dreams and human reasonings.  He was neither 
a Jew, a Christian, a Philosopher, nor a Zoroastrian.  He considered himself 
superior to them . . . 
p. 10 
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Ironside says: 
 
 Another subject which is full of interest is the fact that God in so many 
instances permitted error in doctrine or corruption in life, in the early 
churches, to be the means of adding to the volume of divine revelation and 
instruction. 
 It is a signal mercy that in His wisdom God allowed every possible 
form of error to arise in the apostolic era of the Church’s history, in order that 
all might be exposed, and the truth declared through inspired men, that thus 
the faith in its simplicity might be preserved for the generations to come. 
pp. 14-15 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
 The PLACE from which it was written seems to have been Rome, during 
his first imprisonment there (Acts 28).  In my Introduction to the Epistle to 
the Ephesians, it was shown that the three Epistles, Ephesians, Colossians, 
and Philemon, were sent at the same time, viz., during the freer portion of his 
imprisonment, before the death of Burrus. 
p. 1313 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 Lines drawn from Colosse to Laodicea, to Hieropolis, back to Colosse, 
outline a right-angled triangle.  The little river Lycus flows west and empties 
into the Maeander.  On its southern bank, on the road that leads west to 
Ephesus are situated Colosse and Laodicea, about eleven miles apart; while 
six miles north of Laodicea lies Hieropolis, about thirteen miles in an air line 
from Colosse.  The great road from Attalia on the coast to the southeast 
crosses the road leading east and west at Laodicea, extends northward 
through Hieropolis, and then northwest through Philadelphia, Sardis, and 
Smyrna on to the coast. 
p. 7 
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Lenski says: 
 
 From the epistle we gather the impression that Christianity came to 
these cities through the work of Epaphras.  Himself converted and grounded 
in the faith by Paul during the latter’s long stay in Ephesus, Epaphras had 
established the faith in Colosse and probably also in Laodicea and in 
Hieropolis. 
p. 8 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
 I.  As the name attests, Gnosticism implies the possession of a superior 
wisdom, which is hidden from others.  It makes a distinction between the 
select few who have this higher gift, and the vulgar many who are without it.  
Faith, blind faith, suffices the latter, while knowledge is the exclusive 
possession of the former.  
p. 77 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
 (i)  On the one hand, it was contended that the desired end might best 
be attained by a rigorous abstinence.  Thus communication with matter, if it 
could not be entirely avoided, might be reduced to a minimum.  Its grosser 
defilements at all events would be escaped.  The material part of man would 
be subdued and mortified, if it could not be annihilated; and the spirit, thus 
set free, would be sublimated, and rise to its proper level.  Thus the ethics of 
Gnosticism pointed in the first instance to a strict asceticism. 
p. 79 
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Lovett says: 
 
 Colosse is 90 miles east of Ephesus. 
 
 On his third missionary journey, Paul stopped at Ephesus and stayed 
there for three years.  He opened a school.  People coming from all over to 
visit the temple of Diana (a wonder of the world) were contacted and saved.  
Some went on to become students in Paul’s school.  Upon graduating they 
returned to their cities with the Gospel.  Ephaphras was one of these.  He 
returned to Colosse and founded a local church. 
 
 It was a hard field.  The people were superstitious, weird religions 
abounded.  Angels were worshipped, for it was believed that Michael had 
once spared the city from a flood.  Alexander the Great had earlier 
transported 2000 Jewish families from Mesopotamia.  They brought with 
them a mixture of corrupted Judaism, full of holy days and traditions.  Into 
this was stirred Theosophy, a strange teaching of reincarnation, which was 
supposed to provide entrance into the mysteries of the universe. 
 
 Secret rites and mystical, yoga-type exercises were alleged to bring a 
superior knowledge of divine things.  Those who had this “advanced 
knowledge” despised the simplicity of the Gospel and thought to improve 
upon it by weaving in their own ideas.  The result was an attack on the 
supremacy of Christ.  Their high-sounding words and impressive rituals had 
an effect on the true believers.  False teachers arose and the faith of many in 
the church stood in danger of being diluted or destroyed. 
p. 161 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
Colossians is named for the city of Colosse, where the church to which it was 
addressed was located.  It was also to be read in the neighboring church at 
Laodicea (4:16). 
p. 1729 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 The church at Colosse began during Paul’s three-year ministry at 
Ephesus (Acts 19).  Its founder was not Paul, who had never been there (2:1); 
rather Epaphras (1:5-7), who apparently was saved during a visit to Ephesus, 
likely started the church in Colosse when he returned home. 
p. 1729 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 This letter was written from prison in Rome (Acts 28:16-31) sometime 
between A.D. 60-62 and is, therefore, referred to as a prison epistle (along 
with Ephesians, Philippians, and Philemon).  It may have been composed 
almost contemporaneously with Ephesians and initially sent with that epistle 
and Philemon by Tychicus (Eph. 6:21, 22; Col. 4:7, 8). 
p. 1730 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Some have seen in the Colossian heresy elements of what in the second 
century became Gnosticism.  Others have noted similarities with the 
teachings of the Essene sect of Judaism.  The Colossian heresy, however, 
cannot be identified with any particular historical system.  It contained two 
basic elements—false Greek philosophy, and Judaistic legalism and 
ceremonialism. 
p. 6 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 The theme of the book can be summed up in the words of Colossians 
3:11: “Christ is all and in all.”  He is God (2:9); Creator (1:16); Savior (1:20; 
2:13-14); and Head of the church (1:18).  It was Paul’s desire in writing 
Colossians that we would realize that Christ has “come to have first place in 
everything” (1:18). 
p. 9 
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McGee says: 
 
 The author of this epistle is the apostle Paul as stated in Colossians 1:1. 
 The Epistle to the Colossians is one of the Prison Epistles which are so 
called because they were written by Paul while he was in prison in Rome.  
The Prison Epistles include Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and the very 
personal Epistle to Philemon. 
 The year was about A.D. 62.  Four messengers left Rome unobserved, 
but they each carried a very valuable document.  Tychicus was carrying the 
Epistle to the Ephesians over to Ephesus where he was the pastor or the 
leader of that church.  Epaphroditus was carrying the Epistle to the 
Philippians as he was the pastor in Philippi.  Epaphras was carrying he 
Epistle to the Colossians; apparently he was the leader of the church in 
Colosse.  Onesimus was carrying the Epistle to Philemon.  Philemon was his 
master, and Onesimus, who had run away, was returning to him. 
p. 331 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
 Historical inquiry reveals a sizeable Jewish community in the Lycus 
valley at the first century.  Josephus recorded that Antiochus the Great (223-
187 B.C.) imported two thousand Jewish families from Mesopotamia and 
Babylon to Lydia and Phyrygia.  Lightfoot calculated the Jewish population 
at A.D. 62 to be more than eleven thousand adult freemen, plus women, 
children, and possibly slaves.  The entire Jewish population, however, “would 
probably be much larger than this partial estimate implies.”  The attractions 
of the areas were of some concern to the Jewish scholars.  Reflecting a 
concern for the northwestern migration to the area, one rabbi wrote, “The 
wines and the baths of Phrygia have separated the ten tribes from Israel.” 
p. 175 
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Parker says: 
 
 “This Epistle was written during Paul’s first imprisonment at Rome  
(i. 24; iv. 18); and probably at an early period of it, about the same time as 
those to the Ephesians and to Philemon; as they appear to have been all sent 
by the same messengers, Tychicus and Onesimus, the latter of whom was 
returning to his master, Philemon, at Colosse.  The account given of the 
Church by Epaphras was on the whole satisfactory.  There appears, however, 
to have been some danger from false teachers, who aimed to combine with 
Christianity the speculations of the philosophers (ii. 4-8), and superstitious 
observances (ii. 16). 
 “The striking resemblance between this Epistle and that to the 
Ephesians, indicates some similarity in the tendency of the two churches. 
p. 29 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
 Paul probably wrote Colossians while imprisoned in Rome around A.D. 
60.  Some have argued for other places of origin, such as Ephesus and 
Caesarea, but there is not enough evidence to displace the traditional theory 
that Paul wrote from his prison in Rome.  Colossians is one of the four prison 
epistles of Paul, along with Ephesians, Philippians, and Philemon.  Because 
Colossians, Ephesians, and Philemon have several similarities, many believe 
that the three were written at about the same time. 
p. 1559 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
The City of Colosse 
 
• A Roman city of Asia Minor located at the base of 8,000-foot-high Mount 

Cadmus in the Lycus River valley east of Ephesus. 
• Watered by a cascade descending through a gorge from Mount Cadmus. 
• A prosperous industrial center especially famous for its textiles, but 

clearly in decline at the time of Christ, squeezed by its increasingly 
competitive neighbor, Laodicea. 

• Survived a devastating earthquake in A.D. 61, but later its population 
moved three miles south to Chonai (modern Honaz). 

• Judaism, Platonism, and mystery cults from the surrounding mountain 
peoples blended into strange, often contradictory religious practices.  
Cultic worship of angels persisted, with Michael as the favorite.  He was 
credited with sparing the town in a time of disaster. 

• Home of Archippus and Epaphras, associates of Paul who helped spread 
the gospel throughout Asia, up and down the Lycus Valley.  The region 
was also home to Onesimus, a runaway slave who became a believer. 

p. 1560 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
 In Colossians Paul gives us his full-length portrait of Christ as head of 
the universe in nature and in grace.  Christ unites in himself the pleroma of 
the Godhead in bodily form.  He had a real human body and shed his blood on 
the cross.  “In Christ are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 
2:3).  The Gnostics depreciated Christ.  Paul exalts him.  Scott says, “The 
Gnostic speculation had thus the effect of throwing the church back on its 
original tradition and compelling it to realize the abiding value of the 
historical revelation in Jesus,” “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).  
 Paul did not attempt to interpret Christ or Christianity apart from 
God, nor can it be done today. 
p. 12 
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Trentham says: 
 
 The title THE SHEPHERD OF THE STARS was chosen because only a 
Christ who holds the seven stars in his hands (Rev. 1:16) is adequate to 
stabilize our souls in this age of space.  Only the Christ who is the perfect 
embodiment of the God of whom the psalmist sang: “He healeth the broken in 
heart, and bindeth up their wounds.  He telleth the number of the stars; he 
calleth them all by their names” (Psalm 147:3-4) is adequate for our age of 
space.  James Stewart once said, “Only a star-counting God can deal with the 
complexities of our times.” 
p. ix 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 Although now desolate, the region in which Colossae stood was once 
one of the wealthiest and most populous areas of the east.  The three cities in 
the valley were Colossae, Laodicea, and Hierapolis.  Although Colossae was 
the smallest of the cities, it was the oldest.  Indeed, it was an ancient city 
when Xenophon passed through on his memorable march and is mentioned 
by Herodotus as a palace of great importance.  Colossae knew such important 
guests as Xerxes in 481 B.C. and Cyrus and Younger in 401 B.C. 
 Colossae lay in the Lycus Valley on the main trade route from the 
Euphrates River on the east to the great city of Ephesus and the Aegean Sea 
on the west.  Over this road traveled every form of philosophy and religion in 
the ancient world. 
 The population of Colossae was composed largely of Phrygians with a 
Greek admixture.  We know that nearby Laodicea had a large Jewish 
population and it is probable that this was also true of Colossae.  It is, 
therefore, very probable that the membership of the Colossian congregation 
was composed of Phrygians, Greeks, and Jews and that they brought into this 
church diverse backgrounds of religious thought and experience. 
p. 8 
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Trentham says: 
 
 Paul once wrote a letter to a church in circumstances very similar to 
our own.  He wrote to a church in the heart of a city which, although they 
knew it not, was soon to be blown into oblivion by a cataclysmic earthquake.  
This then is a letter we should read and understand. 
 Not only was there a tumult outside this ancient church, there was 
also turmoil within the congregation.  Certain teachers had infiltrated the 
congregation, teaching that the simple gospel of Jesus was all right for the 
unsophisticated masses but it was far too naïve for those who had known the 
advantages of superior training in the wisdom of the philosophers, the 
intelligentsia who were capable of receiving special revelation and 
discovering deeper insights which would lift them above the common horde of 
humanity. 
p. 28 
 
 
 
Scroggie says: 
 

IN COLOSSIANS WE ARE COMPLETE ‘IN CHRIST’ 
 
 Ephesians and Colossians are twin Epistles.  In the former it is shown 
that the Church is Christ’s Body, and in the latter, that Christ is the 
Church’s Head; and it is here that Paul makes the profound statement: 
 

 ‘In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ye 
are complete in Him’. (ii. 9, 10). 

p. 57 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
 COLOSSIANS has only 95 short verses and can be read in eight to ten 
minutes.  Yet here is a book for meditation, a book in which to steep the soul, 
a book into whose unsounded spiritual depths we can descend and see 
glorious truths hidden from the person that hastily passes them by.  
Colossians reveals its treasures to those who desire to put into practice the 
basic principles of the new life in Christ. 
p. 9 
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Wiersbe says: 
 
 Epaphras, one of Paul’s converts, founded the church in Colosse (1:7; 
4:12-13); Paul had never been there personally (2:1).  While imprisoned in 
Rome, Paul heard that false doctrines were being introduced in the church, so 
he wrote this letter to warn the believers and to establish them in the faith. 
 The key theme in the preeminence of Christ (1:18) because the false 
teachers made Christ one of several emanations from God.  They mixed 
Christian truth with their doctrines of Jewish legalism and Oriental 
mysticism.  Colossians is the perfect answer to the so-called New Age 
movement today, for Paul affirms that in Jesus Christ believers are complete 
and have the fullness of God available to them (2:9-10). 
p. 782 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
 The Colossian heresy in its attack upon the absolute deity of our Lord 
states that the divine essence of deity is scattered amongst the angelic 
emanations from deity, and that our Lord possessed only a part of it.  Paul 
answers this in the words, “For it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fulness dwell” (1:18), “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily” (2:9). 
p. 30 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
 Internal evidence in the letter indicates that the heresy with which 
Paul is dealing, contains two elements that are fused into one system.  His 
mention of the observance of sabbaths and new moons, his distinction 
between meats and drinks, and his reference to circumcision, all point to an 
element of Judaism in this system.  His reference to a self-imposed humility 
and service of angels, the hard treatment of the body, and a superior wisdom, 
indicates that he is dealing with a Gnostic element.  The word “Gnostic” 
comes from the Greek gnōsis which means “knowledge.”  It is the name 
designating an intellectual oligarchy, a few who set themselves above all 
others as possessing a superior knowledge. 
p. 163 
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Let’s now enter into the thrill and excitement of looking into the BOOK OF 
COLOSSIANS. 
 
 

Stage #1: Christ Changed My Life—Colossians 1:1-8 
 
 
Our KEY VERSES are: 
 
Colossians 1:4-5 (NASB) 
 

having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you are 
having for all the saints.  Because of the hope that is laid up for you in 
heaven, which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 
that has come to you, 

 
 
A person may choose to DENY the: 
 

EXISTENCE OF GOD,   
 

DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST, or 
 
 INSPIRATION AND AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES.   
 
 
But one of the great arguments for Christianity is: 
 

AN EXPERIENCE WITH JESUS CHRIST CHANGES LIVES.   
 
 
He changes: 
 
 HATRED into LOVE, 
 
 ISOLATION into FELLOWSHIP, 
 
 LONELINESS into COMMUNION, 
 
 ANXIETY into TRUST, 
 
 FEAR into FAITH, and 
 
 SELFISHNESS into SERVICE to and for others. 
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In these first eight verses, we have a picture of what the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ has done to change the lives of the Colossian Christians. 
 
 
When we are speaking about a changed life, we speak first of SALVATION. 
 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NASB) 
 

Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature [creation]; the 
old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 

 
 
Jesus tells Nicodemus in: 
 
John 3:3 (NASB) 
 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one 
is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

 
 
He then says: 
 
John 3:7 (NASB) 
 

“Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
 
 
Here the Lord issues the DIVINE IMPERATIVE.  We must experience the 
change that takes place when we receive Jesus Christ as Savior.  It is He who 
died upon the cross for our sins and by faith we appropriate that sacrifice 
unto ourselves.  As a result of that exercise of faith, we are declared perfectly 
righteous in God’s sight. 
 
 
The second aspect that will be treated in the book of Colossians is the fact 
that once you come to know Christ as Savior, the process of spiritual growth 
must be a daily experience.   
 
 
Growth in the Scriptures equals a progressive change into Christlikeness. 
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Philippians 1:6 (NASB) 
 

For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work 
in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  

 
 
1 Peter 2:2-3 (NASB) 
 

like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you 
may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the 
Lord. 

 
 
2 Peter 1:5-7 (NASB) 
 

Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith 
supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; and 
in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, 
and in your perseverance, godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, [Christian] love.  

 
 
Peter then says: 
 
2 Peter 1:8 (NASB) 
 

For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you 
neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

 
We can take the KEY VERSE, Colossians 3:11, and we can say: 
 

Christ is all that a man needs for his eternal salvation.  And He is in 
all that a man does with regard to his spiritual growth. 
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v. 1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God, and Timothy 
our brother, to the saints in Colosse, even the faithful brethren in 
Christ. 

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 1: 
 

From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God, and 
Timothy my brother, to the saints, the faithful brothers and sisters in 
Christ, at Colossae. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 1: 
 

I, Paul, have been sent on special assignment by Christ as part of 
God’s master plan.  Together with my friend Timothy, I greet the 
Christians and stalwart followers of Christ who live in Colosse.   

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
In all but his two earliest epistles (1 and 2 Thes.) and his personal letter to 
the Philippians, Paul began by designating himself as an apostle . . . He was 
not one of the 12 Apostles . . . who were with Christ from the beginning of His 
earthly ministry . . . Nevertheless he did see the risen Christ . . . and he did 
possess special miraculous powers given to authenticate apostles . . . 
 Timothy was with Paul here as he often was . . . Timothy had a Gentile 
father . . . but his mother and grandmother were godly Jewesses . . . from 
whom he had learned the Old Testament Scriptures from childhood . . . Paul 
picked up Timothy on his second missionary journey at Lystra where the 
“brothers . . . spoke well of him” . . . Paul spent much time discipling Timothy 
and wrote two of his last letters to him. 
 Paul addressed the Colossian believers as the holy and faithful 
brothers in Christ.  This phrase marks them as holy people, chosen and set 
apart for God.  It parallels the Ephesian introduction to “the saints . . . the 
faithful in Christ Jesus” . . . 
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Paul begins this letter with the mention of his own name as the author of the 
Epistle and also the title “AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST JESUS.” 
 
 
Paul is certainly a graphic ILLUSTRATION of a man whose life was 
changed.  When he met the Savior on the Damascus road he turned: 
 

from PERSECUTION to PRESERVATION of the Christian faith,  
 
from being an ANTAGONIST to an APOSTLE.   

 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (TLB) 
 

When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a brand new person 
inside.  He’s not the same anymore, a new life has begun. 

 
 
There’s an enthusiasm, an eagerness, an excitement that comes about when 
we receive Jesus Christ as our Savior. 
 
 
The REASON uses this title of authority is because he is going to be writing 
in this letter dealing with some false teaching.  He is “AN APOSTLE OF 
CHRIST JESUS.”   
 
 
He tells us in the Philippian letter that when he came to Jesus Christ, he 
counted everything but loss.  So his entire life centers around Jesus Christ 
and he’s going to speak of this in Colossians 3:11 when he says: 
 

“Christ is all, and in all.” 
 
 
When Paul, the persecuting Pharisee, found Jesus Christ, he became a 
patient pursuer of the Christ that he loved and served. 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #1 – Colossians 1 1-8.doc 

36 

It was “THROUGH THE WILL OF GOD” that the Apostle held the office 
which he did. 
 
 
Psalm 75:6-7 (AKJV) 
 

For promotion comes neither from the east,  
nor from the west, nor from the south; 

But God is the Judge. 
He puts down one and He sets up another. 

 
 
As the Apostle Paul had submitted himself to God’s direction in his life, he 
found that it was God’s plan for him to be an Apostle.  God has a plan for 
each of our lives, and he knows best how to direct the affairs of our lives.  The 
first major change comes when we allow Jesus Christ to come into our hearts 
and lives; and then a continuing change takes place as he has his way with 
us. 
 
 
Truly the unhappiest people in the world are not unbelievers, but Christians 
who are resisting the will of God for their lives.  It would be well for us to stop 
and learn the lesson that God’s will is the best for us.  There has never been a 
person who has come to the end of their lives that they have let God direct, 
who have said in remorse, “I have missed the very best.”  However, you find 
just the reverse.   
 
 
 
Ella Stuart expresses it when she says: 
 
With tender hand he guided me o’er mountains high and rolling sea. 
Sometimes I could not see at all, and yet he did not let me fall; 
but led me on from day to day and kept my feet within the way. 
With tender hand he guided me out where I could more clearly see. 
He led me to his feet in prayer where I could leave my anxious care. 
My heart found rest in his sweet will, I knew his hand was leading still. 
Thou art the Christ, thou art the way, I still will trust thee and obey. 
Though a mountain should enclose me ‘round, I know thy grace will abound. 
Thy promises are all so sure, they will until the end endure. 
(source unknown) 
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Proverbs 4:11-12 (version unknown) 
 

In the wise way I have directed you.  I have led you on straight roads.  
When you walk, your step will not be hindered and if you run you will 
not stumble. 

 
 
“PAUL, AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST JESUS, THROUGH THE WILL OF 
GOD, AND TIMOTHY OUR BROTHER.” 
 
 
Timothy was Paul’s faithful young companion in the Gospel.  The love one for 
the other was like a FATHER-SON RELATIONSHIP. 
 
 
Paul speaks of Timothy in: 
 
Philippians 2:20-22 (TLB) 
 

There is no one like Timothy for having a real interest in you; everyone 
else seems to be worrying about his own plans and not those of Jesus 
Christ.  But you know Timothy.  He has been just like a son to me in 
helping me preach the Good News. 

 
 
Timothy and Paul were brothers only in the sense that they both belong to 
the same spiritual family, as a result of coming to know Jesus Christ as 
Saviour. 
 
 
“TO THE SAINTS IN COLOSSE, EVEN THE FAITHFUL BRETHREN IN 
CHRIST.” 
 
 
We will note here that they were “IN COLOSSE” and “IN CHRIST.” 
 
 
The Christian always has TWO SPHERES OF OPERATION: 
 

1. the TOWN where he lives and 
 

2. the CHRIST whom he serves. 
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They dwell in Colosse, but they live in Christ. 
 
 
He finds it necessary to add the additional phrase “EVEN THE FAITHFUL 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST” because they were.  There were some in the 
Colossian assembly who were wavering in their allegiance to Jesus Christ 
because of the false teaching that was being spread abroad in the city. 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy the 
brother, to the saints in Colosse, and believing brethren in Christ: Grace to 
you, and peace from God our Father. 
p. xxxix 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 The apostle writes, Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus.  He presents 
himself as being, in the fullest sense of the term, an official representative of 
the Anointed Savior, the latter’s spokesman.  To Christ Jesus he owes his 
appointment and his authority. 
p. 43 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 Paul continues, to the saints and believing brothers in Christ at Colosse.  
Saints are those who by the Lord have been set apart to glorify him.  They are 
the consecrated ones, and here the Israel of the new dispensation, whose task 
it is to proclaim God’s excellencies (I Peter 2:9).  Saints, then, are persons upon 
whom the Lord has bestowed a great favor and who have been entrusted with a 
weighty responsibility.  Ideally, saints are believers.  So also here: the phrase 
“to the saints and believing brothers” . . . 
p. 44 
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Henry says: 
 
 I.  He calls himself an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God.  He 
thought himself engaged to do his utmost, as an apostle, because he was 
made so by the will of God. 
p. 1869 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
Faithfulness runs through every character and relation of the Christian life, 
and is the crown and glory of them all. 
p. 1869 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
 Though Paul had never met the Colossians, he called them “holy and 
faithful brothers in Christ,” which was purposely exalted language.  They 
were God’s holy ones, set apart from him.  They with Paul shared the same 
paternity, and they both addressed God intimately as “Abba” (see Galatians 
4:6).  They shared a mutual domesticity of soul.  They were “family,” and they 
naturally called each other brother and sister. 
p. 15 
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Laurin says: 
 
 In the spirit of Rudyard Kipling’s famous and inspiring poem “If” 
Evelyn H. Walmsley contributes the Christian version. 
 

“IF” 
 

If you can hear God’s call, when those about you 
Are urging other calls and claims on you; 

If you can trust your Lord when others doubt you, 
Certain that He will guide in all you do; 

If you can keep your purpose with clear vision, 
Bear lack of sympathy, yet sympathize 

With those who fail to understand your mission, 
Glimpsing His world-tasks through your Master’s eyes: 

If you can work in harmony with others 
Yet never lose your own distinctive aim, 

Mindful that ever among Christian brothers 
Methods and plans are often not the same; 

If you can see your cherish’d plans defeated 
And tactfully and bravely hold your peace, 

Nor be embitter’d when unfairly treated 
Praying that love and good-will may increase: 

If you can trust to native Christian brethren 
The church you’ve built in lands across the sea, 

Seeing in them, as in your growing children, 
Pledge of the martyrs that are yet to be; 

If you can lead these eager weak beginners 
By methods indirect—your life, your prayer 

For failures and mistakes not judge as sinners. 
But make their growth in grace your earnest care: 

If you can share with humblest folk your virtue; 
If noble souls are richer for your touch; 

If neither slight nor adoration hurt you, 
‘If all men count with you, but none too much’; 

With sixty-seconds’ worth of constancy:— 
Yours is the task, with all the challenge in it, 

Yours is the Vision:—Here am I, send Me.  
pp. 23-24 
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Lightfoot says: 
 
 1, 2.  ‘PAUL, an apostle of Christ Jesus by no personal merit but by 
God’s gracious will alone, and TIMOTHY, our brother in the faith, to the 
consecrated people of God in COLOSSÆ, the brethren who are stedfast in their 
allegiance and faithful in Christ.  May grace the well-spring of all mercies, 
and peace the crown of all blessings, be bestowed upon you from God our 
Father.’ 
p. 131 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
Paul calls himself “an apostle of Jesus Christ,” and he always says it is “by 
the will of God.”  Paul was in the will of God when he was an apostle.  God 
made him an apostle. 
 Are you in the will of God today?  Are you serving Christ?  Are you 
sure you are in the proper place?  Are you sure you are doing the proper 
thing?  I believe that every believer is called to function in the body of 
believers, but it is important to be functioning in the right way.  There are too 
many people who are active, doing something that they are not supposed to 
be doing.  Too often we try to imitate other people.  We think, “I’ll get busy 
doing what brother so-and-so is doing.”  We need to remember that our gifts 
are different, and we are each going to function a little differently.  But we 
ought to be functioning.  God made Paul an apostle.  Did God put you where 
you are?  When you know you are in the will of God, there is a deep 
satisfaction in life, by the way. 
p. 334 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
 Paul begins the letter to the Colossians in his customary way by 
mentioning his own name, along with that of his readers, and by offering a 
Christian greeting.  He writes as an apostle—his letter has an official 
character about it—so establishing his credentials with a congregation that 
was unknown to him personally.  
p. 6 
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Patzia says: 
 
By including Timothy in this greeting, Paul communicates to the Colossians 
that he is not alone in his imprisonment and that someone whom they know 
from his ministry in Asia Minor joins him in this epistle. 
p. 15 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
by the will of God: This speaks of Paul’s divine appointment.  His 
appointment was not by the Twelve, by religious leaders, by his family, nor 
by himself.  This is an assertion of his divine authority, a declaration of his 
independence of all human authority, and he disclaims any individual merit 
or personal power. 
p. 1560 
 
 
God’s greatest desire is: 
 

FRUIT and  
 
FAITHFULNESS that comes from  
 
FELLOWSHIP. 

 
 
GOD IS ALWAYS FAITHFUL. 
 
 
Lamentations 3:22-23 (NIV) 
 

It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his 
compassions fail not.  They are new every morning: great is thy 
faithfulness. 

 
 
There are dear brothers and sisters in Christ, if they are deceived and 
distracted and make a detour from their total commitment to growth and 
Christlikeness, they will never hear: “Well done!”  They will never be able to 
say: “I finished!”  They will never enter into His rest. 
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(Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of Operation Redwing and the Lost 
Heroes of Seal Team 10 by Marcus Luttrell with Patrick Robinson)  
New York, NY: Back Bay Books / Little, Brown & Company. 
Copyright– Marcus Luttrell, 2007. 

 
 It’s written right there in black and white in the official philosophy of 
the U.S. Nave SEAL, the last two paragraphs of which read: 
 

We train for war and fight to win.  I stand ready to bring the full 
spectrum of combat power to bear in order to achieve my mission and 
the goals established by my country.  The execution of my duties will 
be swift and violent when required, yet guided by the very principles  
I serve to defend. 
 Brave men have fought and died building the proud tradition 
and feared reputation that I am bound to uphold.  In the worst of 
conditions, the legacy of my teammates steadies my resolve and 
silently guides my every deed.  I will not fail. 

p. 15 
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v. 2  Grace to you and peace from God, our Father.  
 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 2: 
 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father! 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 2: 
 

May everything good from God our Father be yours!  
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Paul’s characteristic greeting, grace and peace includes charis (“grace”), a 
variation of the normal Greek salutation, chaire (“Greetings”; cf. Luke 1:28).  
Chaire probably suggested the similar-sounding but richer charis.  His 
greeting also includes the normal Jewish salutation, “peace.”  So Paul wished 
for them God’s favor (grace) and a healthy condition of life (peace). 
 
 
Back in verse 1 Paul says that the source of his apostleship is “through the 
will of God.”  Now he speaks in this greeting of: 
 

“GRACE TO YOU AND PEACE” and  
 
the SOURCE—“FROM GOD, OUR FATHER.” 

 
 
This is Paul’s favorite and familiar greeting.  “GRACE” always precedes 
“PEACE” because it is impossible to know the “PEACE [of] GOD” without 
experiencing the “GRACE” of God. 
 
 
God in grace, when we admit we are guilty, forgives our sins through the 
blood of Jesus Christ.  The “PEACE [of] GOD” is a RESULT of this work of 
“GRACE” in our behalf. 
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Lewis Smedes said: 
 
Grace?  It is shorthand for everything that God is and does for us in our tired 
and sinful broken lives. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 
Charles Trentham says: 
 
 Grace for Paul was the constant outflow of God’s marvelous unmerited 
favor.  Peace was the result of God’s reconciling power. . . . Even in the 
church there are those who apparently thrive on discord.  There are always 
more people at a prize fight than at a prayer meeting. . . . 
 Peace is not found by escape from the hard realities of life.  Neither is 
it found by closing our eyes to the truth. 
pp. 33-34 
 
 
 
Trentham quotes Henry van Dyke: 
 
Only Christ can stand between the grinding tensions of the human heart.  
Only through surrender to him can you ever know his peace. 
 

With eager heart and will on fire, 
I strove to win my great desire. 
“Peace shall be mine,” I said; but life 
Grew bitter in the barren strife. 
 
Broken at last, I bowed my head, 
Forgetting all myself, and said, 
“Whatever comes, His will be done;” 
And in that moment peace was won.1 

 
 1.  Henry van Dyke, “Peace,” The Poems of Henry van Dyke (New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1924), p. 225. 
p. 37 
 
 
These two precious gifts come from God our Father. 
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Ironside says: 
 
 In the second verse the Christians at Colosse are addressed as “the 
saints and faithful brethren.”  The first expression suggests the divine call; 
the second, the human response. 
p. 19 
 
 
 
Lovett says: 
 
SAINTS.  This letter is not addressed to the church at Colosse, but those in 
the church qualifying as “faithful believers.”  Faithfulness here means 
faithful to the truths of Christ as taught by Epaphras the founder of the 
church.  The faith of some was being diluted through giving heed to false 
teachers.  Paul begins with reference to his title as an apostle, which he often 
does when about to deal with error.  “By the will of God” is in contrast to the 
self-appointed teachers of the cults.  Timothy no doubt served as a coach in 
Paul’s school at Ephesus, perhaps teaching those who had journeyed the 90 
miles westward from Colosse.  When Paul says, “THE brother,” it indicates 
Timothy was well known to the readers and his greetings are included. 
p. 164 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
. . . to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ in Colossæ, the men and 
women there who, joined to the Lord, are “hallowed” from sin and the world 
and are living the life of “faith” in Him . . . 
p. 25 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
Paul describes those to whom he sends this letter as “saints and believing 
brothers in Christ” who live at Colossae.  When he calls them “saints”, he 
marks them out as the holy people of God, chosen and set apart from Him. 
p. 178 
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Trentham says: 
 
Only Christ can stand between the grinding tensions of the human heart.  
Only through surrender to him can you ever know his peace. 
 

With eager heart and will on fire, 
I strove to win my great desire. 
“Peace shall be mine,” I said; but life 
Grew bitter in the barren strife. 
 
Broken at last, I bowed my head, 
Forgetting all myself, and said, 
“Whatever comes, His will be done;” 
And in that moment peace was won.1 

 
 1.  Henry van Dyke, “Peace,” The Poems of Henry van Dyke (New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1924), p. 225. 
p. 37 
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v. 3  We are giving thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying for you at all times,  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 3: 
 

We always give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
when we pray for you, 

 
 
 
Peterson titles the next verses in the section: 
 
 Working in His Orchard 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 3: 
 

Our prayers for you are always spilling over into thanksgivings.  We 
can’t quit thanking God our Father and Jesus our Messiah for you!  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Giving continual thanks to God was characteristic of Paul’s prayers . . . 
though he omitted this praise in Galatians and 2 Corinthians.  Here God is 
recognized as the cause of goodness in His people.  This thanks, Paul said, is 
rendered when we pray.   
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We need as we begin to look at these remaining verses—verses 3-8—that 
Paul has just one sentence.  We are going to need to be very careful in how we 
expound these verses and put it together in a way that it would bring joy and 
blessing to each of our hearts. 
 
 
Here in verse 3 we have TWO DEFINITE INDICATIONS of a changed life: 
 
 1. THANKSGIVING and 
 
 2. PRAYER. 
 
 
Paul, as a humble-broken man, is THANKFUL. 
 
 
In Luke 17 the Lord Jesus is confronted with TEN LEPERS that he heals, 
and ONLY ONE RETURNS to give thanks. 
 
 
Luke 17:17 (NASB) 
 

And Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed?  But the 
nine—where are they?   
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Let us learn early the lesson of being THANKFUL in all things, for this 
pleases the heart of God. 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 (TLB) 
 

No matter what happens, always be thankful, for this is God’s will for 
you who belong to Christ Jesus. 

 
 
Secondly, we note that the Apostle Paul is a PRAYERFUL MAN, praying for 
these Colossian saints. 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 (TLB) 
 
 Always keep on praying. 
 
 
John 16:24 (KJV) 
 

Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full. 

 
 
 
Abraham Lincoln said: 
 
I have been driven many times upon my knees by the overwhelming 
conviction that I had nowhere else to go.  My own wisdom, and that of all 
about me, seemed insufficient for the day 
(1862) 
 
 
The TWO KEYS we have seen in verse 3 to a changed life are: 
 

1. THANKSGIVING and 
 

2. PRAYER. 
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Abbott says: 
 
Thanksgiving for their faith and love, passing on into the assurance that the 
gospel they were taught by Epaphras was the true universal gospel, which 
proved its genuineness by the fruit it produced, both among them and in all 
the world. 
p. 194 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 

Even when someone else’s name is conjoined with Paul’s in the 
prescript of a letter, the thanksgiving which follows is normally expressed in 
the singular: “I thank God.”  This implies that the other person’s name is 
conjoined with Paul’s by way of courtesy; Paul is the real author of the letter.  
But in this letter, as in the two to the Thessalonians, the thanksgiving is 
expressed in the plural. 
p. 40 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
He praises the faith and love of the Colossians, that he may encourage them 
the more to alacrity and constancy of perseverance.  Farther, by shewing that 
he has a persuasion of this kind respecting them, he procures their friendly 
regards, that they may be the more favourably inclined and teachable for 
receiving his doctrine.  We must always take notice that he makes use of 
thanksgiving in place of congratulation, by which he teaches us, that in all 
our joys we must readily call to remembrance the goodness of God, inasmuch 
as everything that is pleasant and agreeable to us is a kindness conferred by 
him. 
p. 137 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
It may also be interpreted in this way, “Whenever we pray for you, we at the 
same time give thanks to God;” and this is the simple meaning, “We give 
thanks to God, and we at the same time pray.” 
p. 138 
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Eadie says: 
 
 Having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have 
to all the saints, we thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ always, 
when we pray for you; on account of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of 
which ye heard already in the word of the truth of the gospel, which has come 
to you, as it has also in all the world; and is bearing fruit, and growing, as 
indeed among you, from the day ye heard it and knew the grace of God in 
truth, just as ye learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-servant, who is 
for your sakes a faithful minister of Christ, who has besides reported to us 
your love in the Spirit. 
p. xxxix 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
. . . “We bless God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ always, when praying 
for you.”   
p. 4 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
“We always give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as often 
as we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and 
love to all the saints.” 
p. 6 
 
 
 
Fergusson says: 
 
 That the apostle may excite those Colossians to constancy and progress 
in faith and piety, and in order thereto procure their attention and 
benevolence, he showeth that he and Timothy did make conscience of giving 
thanks to God on their behalf; and this they did always when they prayed for 
them. 
p. 331 
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Gromacki says: 
 
 Paul was in prison, the church had moral and doctrinal problems, but 
the apostle could still give thanks to God.  He had neither self-pity nor a 
pessimistic outlook for the Colossian believers.  He exemplified his 
instructions to others: “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you” (I Thess. 5:18).  He practiced what he 
preached. 
p. 29 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 The verb “give thanks” (eucharistoumen) is a compound word, based 
upon the adverb “well” or “good” (eu) and the noun “grace” (charis).  It is also 
related to the word “joy” (chara).  Thus, in general, the one who gives thanks 
is full of joy, expressing oral appreciation for his benefactor’s generosity; and 
the one who gives thanks specifically to God expresses delight about the gift 
of grace. 
p. 30 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 The title “Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” is unique to the New 
Testament.  In the Old Testament, God was known as the God of the Hebrew 
fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; however, here He is seen as the God who 
has revealed Himself through His incarnate Son and through the latter’s 
redemptive death and resurrection . . . 
p. 31 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 The structure of the letter is admirable in every way and most 
effective.  Its great purpose is to close the door of the Colossian church 
against the peculiar heretical teaching that had recently begun to knock for 
entrance.  No entrance had as yet been effected, but there was danger that it 
might be gained.  The burden of the letter thus consists of warning. 
p. 17 
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Lenski says: 
 
 This is one sentence (see the two grand sentences in Eph. 1:3-23) which 
is formulated as one because it intends to convey one unified impression. 
p. 19 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
 3-8.  ‘We never cease to pour forth our thanksgiving to God the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ on your account, whensoever we pray to Him.  We 
are full of thankfulness for the tidings of the faith which ye have in Christ 
Jesus, and the love which ye show towards all the people of God, while ye 
look forward to the hope which is stored up for you in heaven as a treasure 
for the life to come.  This hope was communicated to you in those earlier 
lessons, when the Gospel was preached to you in its purity and integrity—the 
one universal unchangeable Gospel, which was made known to you, even as it 
was carried throughout the world, approving itself by its fruits and 
wheresoever it is planted.  For, as elsewhere, so also in you, these fruits were 
manifested from the first day when ye received your lessons in, and 
apprehended the power of, the genuine Gospel, which is not a law of 
ordinances but a dispensation of grace, not a device of men but a truth of 
God.  Such was the word preached to you by Epaphras, our beloved fellow-
servant in our Master’s household, who in our absence and on our behalf has 
ministered to you the Gospel of Christ, and who now brings back to us the 
welcome tidings of the love which ye show in the Spriit.’ 
pp. 132-3 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Following the salutation in verses 1 and 2, Paul’s words in verses 3-8 
suggest seven aspects of the gospel: it is received by faith, results in love, 
rests in hope, reaches the world, reproduces fruit, is rooted in grace, and is 
reported by people.  Before considering those aspects, let’s take a brief look at 
the familiar terms of Paul’s opening greeting that we find in his other 
epistles. 
p. 13 
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Melick says: 
 
 Structurally, the section is one long sentence with modifiers.  This, too, 
is typical for Paul in these expressions.  The main verb is “we are giving 
thanks” . . . 
p. 192 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
 In summary, this short clause reveals that Paul was a man of prayer.  
He had a significant prayer list of persons for whom he often prayed.  He 
included Christians he had never met, such as the Colossians.  Paul’s concern 
for others included both thanksgiving and praise for God’s working in people.  
There was obviously a close relationship between Paul’s practice and his 
prayer.  Finally, the ultimate source of blessing and the church’s well-being 
was God who was revealed through Christ. 
p. 195 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
 It is also possible that the plural “we give thanks whenever we pray” 
may draw attention to the regular gathering together for prayer by Paul and 
his colleagues to give thanks to God for the Colossian Christians. 
p. 9 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
 Ver. 3. . . . We give thanks.]  From this and the ninth verse note, that 
the good shepherd should not only feed his flock, but pray continually for 
them, and give thanks for the spiritual blessings conferred on them. 
p. 780 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #1 – Colossians 1 1-8.doc 

56 

Phillips says: 
 
 Always!  What a remarkable statement!  What a way to pray!  Paul 
knew how to break through the opposing ranks of principalities and powers, 
of wicked spirits in high places, and of the rulers of this world’s darkness.  He 
knew how to put to flight all of those diabolical, spiritual forces ranged 
against us and how to prevail in prayer. 
 Paul knew how to come boldly into the Holiest by the blood of Jesus.  
He knew how to pray, how to present before the throne the names and needs 
of all of those in whose welfare he had an interest as one of the Lord’s 
undershepherds. 
 How did he manage to get through the prodigious prayer lists that he 
must have compiled?  Look at him!  There he goes on one of his interminable 
journeys.  He is tramping up hill and down dale, mile after mile, day after 
day.  How does he fill the endless hours?  He prays!  Or there he goes on 
another of his voyages by sea.  He will be shut up on that little ship for weeks 
on end.  What will he do?  He will pray!  No idle gossip for him, no time to 
spare for games.  There’s too much for which to pray.  Or here he is, 
imprisoned—at Caesarea, at Philippi, or at Rome.  The days are long.  He 
cannot go anywhere.  At times, perhaps, he cannot sleep.  What does he do?  
Does he toss and turn; does he fret and fume?  No indeed!  He seizes the 
golden moments, one by one, as they pass him by; he loads each one down 
with a prayer.  That, surely, was how he did it—“praying always for you,” he 
says.  “Constantly praying for you” is another way to put it. 
p. 26 
 
 
 
(Addresses by Phillips Brooks) Philadelphia, PA.: Henry Altemus.  Copyright 

– Unknown. 
 
 And then the third thing –– pray.  Yes, go to the God whom you but 
dimly see and pray to Him in the darkness, where He seems to sit.  Ask Him, 
as if He were, that He will give you that which, if He is, must come from Him, 
can come from Him alone.  Pray anxiously.  Pray passionately, in the 
simplest of all words, with the simplest of all thoughts.  Pray, the manliest 
thing that a man can do, the fastening of his life to the eternal, the drinking 
of his thirsty soul out of the great fountain of life.  And pray distinctly.  Pray 
upon your knees.  One grows tired sometimes of the free thought, which is yet 
perfectly true, that a man can pray anywhere and anyhow.  But men have 
found it good to make the whole system pray.  Kneel down, and the very 
bending of these obstinate and unused knees of yours will make the soul 
kneel down in the humility in which it can be exalted in the sight of God. 
p. 79 
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(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by David 
Jeremiah)  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– David 
Jeremiah, 2007. 

 
Genuine prayer—offered with open hands—is saying, “Your will be done.” 

p. 89 
 
 
Oswald Sanders made this observation: 
 

Jesus prayed in the morning at the gateway of the day, and in the 
evening when the day’s work was over.  Great crises were preceded by 
prayer.  Great achievements were preceded by prayer.  Great 
achievements were followed by prayer.  Great pressure of work was a 
call to extra prayer.  Great sorrows were met by prayer.  He died 
praying.3 

 
3. Oswald Sanders, The Incomparable Christ (Chicago: Moody, 1952), 135-136. 
p. 92 
 
 
 
(Coming Back Stronger: Unleashing the Hidden Power of Adversity by Drew 

Brees with Chris Fabry)  Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright– 
Brees Company, Inc., 2010. 

 
 As exhilarating as it was to win the Super Bowl, it was just as exciting 
to see the sheer joy on the faces of everyone lining the streets of downtown 
New Orleans.  This was about so much more than football.  We knew it, and 
the fans knew it.  Finally, after forty-three years, we’d accomplished 
something that most people thought would never happen in New Orleans.  
We had really pulled it off!  And we’d done it together, with the help of our 
fans. 
 People screamed and cheered and sang as we passed by.  But some of 
the most meaningful moments for me were when I made eye contact with 
people in the crowd and read their lips: “Thank you.  We love you.  Bless you, 
boys.”  I’ve never seen an outpouring from fans that was so genuine and 
straight from the heart. 
p. 294 
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(Choosing Gratitude: Your Journey to Joy by Nancy Leigh DeMoss with 
Lawrence Kimbrough)  Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright– Nancy Leigh 
DeMoss, 2009. 

 
When thou hast thanked thy God 

For every blessing sent, 
What time will then remain 

For murmurs or lament? 
 

R. C. TRENCH 
p. 111 
 
 
 
(199 Treasures of Wisdom on Talking with God compiled from the writings of 

Andrew Murray)  Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. Copyright– Barbour 
Publishing, Inc., 2007. 

 
When earnest prayer has melted away all earthly passions and desires so 
that I delight in God alone, then my prayer changes until I do not so much 
pray as I live in God. 
(Quote 112)  
 
 
Prayer is the work of my whole being in absolute willingness to be what 
pleases Him. 
(Quote 113)  
 
 
My times in prayer are meant to lead me closer to God’s heart. 
(Quote 119)  
 
 
 
(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson)  

San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright– Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

 
God and Father, I find your love in and around me; I realize your salvation 
working deeply through my existence.  Centered in you and surrounded by 
you, make every word I speak a prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
p. 178 
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v. 4  having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you are 
having for all the saints. 

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 4: 
 

since we heard about your faith in Christ Jesus and the love that you 
have for all the saints. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 4: 
 

We keep getting reports on your steady faith in Christ, our Jesus, and 
the love you continuously extend to all Christians.  

 
 
We have come now in our study to the TWO KEY VERSES in: 
 

STAGE #1: CHRIST CHANGED MY LIFE. 
 
 
In verses 4 & 5 we are going to see Paul’s famous TRILOGY: 
 

1. FAITH—verse 4, 
 

2. LOVE—verse 4, and 
 

3. HOPE—verse 5. 
 
 
1. “[THE] FAITH [IS] IN CHRIST JESUS,”  
 
2. “THE LOVE [IS] FOR ALL THE SAINTS,” and 
 
3. “THE HOPE . . . IS LAID UP FOR YOU IN HEAVEN.” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
And thanksgiving was given because Paul had heard (from Epaphras, Col. 
1:7; cf. 4:12) about their growing faith in Christ Jesus and their love . . . for 
all the saints.  Prayer here is the broader, more inclusive act of worship 
including thanksgiving and intercession . . . 
 
 
In this verse we will find TWO OF THE THREE REASONS why he is 
THANKFUL.  Because of: 
 

1. “[THEIR] FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS”—“HAVING HEARD OF 
YOUR FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS.” 

 
 
This is the single condition of salvation and the abundant life—“FAITH IN 
CHRIST JESUS.” 
 
 
In this verse and in verse 5, Paul gives us the familiar THREESOME: 
 

1. “FAITH,” 
 

2. “LOVE,” and 
 

3. “HOPE.” 
 
 
These are the three great words of the CHANGED LIFE—The great words of 
the Gospel and the three great words of CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.   
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Before a life can be changed, there must be “FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS.”  
Life in Jesus Christ is begun at the moment, when by faith, a sinner lays hold 
of the promise of God. 
 
 
“HAVING HEARD OF YOUR FAITH” speaks to us of the PAST. 
 
 
Paul is thankful that in some past day they, by “FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS” 
stepped out of darkness into light—out of death and into life.   
 
 
Faith also has PRESENT AND FUTURE RAMIFICATIONS in that, I learn 
now to exercise my faith and trust in God.  Faith also lights the fires of hope 
as I anticipate “what eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath entered 
into the heart of man what the Lord hath prepared for those that love him”  
(2 Cor. 2:9 KJV). 
 
 
Galatians 2:20 (DAV) 
 

With Christ I have been crucified and I no longer am living but Christ 
is living in me and that life which now I am living in the flesh I am 
living by faith, which faith is in the Son of God who loved me and gave 
himself on my behalf. 

 
 
Paul goes on to say: 
 

“AND THE LOVE WHICH YOU ARE HAVING FOR ALL THE 
SAINTS.” 
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The next REASON for being thankful is: 
 

2. “AND THE LOVE WHICH YOU ARE HAVING FOR ALL THE 
SAINTS.” 

 
 
Notice that it is “THE LOVE . . . FOR ALL THE SAINTS” and not the lovable 
and attractive.  The love of Christ is like that.  It’s broad enough to 
encompass the world.   
 
 
It is LOVE IN SPITE OF rather than LOVE BECAUSE OF. 
 
 
John 13:34-35 (NASB) 
 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as 
I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will 
know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 
 
Whereas: 
 

“FAITH” points to the PAST, 
 
“LOVE” points to the PRESENT. 
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Charles F. Richardson speaks to this subject when he says: 
 
(The Treasury of American Sacred Song by Charles F. Richardson) 
 

If suddenly upon the street  
My gracious Saviour I should meet,  
And he should say, “As I love thee,  
What love hast thou to offer me?”   
Then what could this poor heart of mine  
Dare offer to that heart divine? 
 
His eye would pierce my outward show,  
His thought my inmost thought would know;  
And if I said, “I love thee, Lord,”  
He would not heed my spoken word,  
Because my daily life would tell  
If verily I loved him well. 
 
If on the day or in the place  
Wherein he met me face to face,  
My life could show some kindness done,  
Some purpose formed, some work begun  
For his dear sake, then it were meet  
Love’s gift to lay at Jesus’ feet. 

p. 288 
 
 
You only love Jesus Christ as much as the person you love the least. 
 
 
The Apostle is thankful that the report he has received is one of a consistent 
“LOVE . . . FOR ALL THE SAINTS.”  This was real evidence of the Spirit 
working in their lives.  Love reveals a relationship to God, for God is love. 
 
 
We have considered together, then, that in verse 4 the first TWO THINGS he 
is thankful for are manifestations of a changed life: 
 

1. “FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS” and 
 

2. “LOVE WHICH YOU ARE HAVING FOR ALL THE SAINTS.” 
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Anders says: 
 
 1:4.  Just like a harvest of ripe apples or a rich cluster of grapes is 
evidence of life in the seeds from which they sprang, so the seed of the gospel 
bears fruit—a cluster of virtues—that proves there is spiritual life. 
 Paul lists these virtues in verses 4-5.  He points out three fundamental 
traits of Christian character that ought to be evident in the life of those in 
whom the gospel seed has taken root: faith, love, and hope.  These virtues 
should be increasingly evident in our lives if the seed is doing what it is 
designed to do.  Faith begins the process.  
p. 278 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
 Faith is only the beginning.  Faith in Jesus Christ should produce 
inclusive love for others in the faith.  The false teachers at Colosse were 
telling the Colossians that the fruit or evidence of spirituality was keeping 
rules, being initiated into secret knowledge, or having ecstatic experiences.  
Paul counters this by saying that the real fruit of faith is love. 
p. 278 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
4-5  Verses 4-8 express the grounds and occasion of Paul’s thanksgiving.  The 
apostle specifically mentions three things, the first being the good report that 
had come to him of the well-being of the Colossian Christians.  His reference 
to “hearing” about their spiritual condition is in keeping with the fact that he 
had not personally visited Colosse (cf. 1:9; 2:1).  The source of this 
information was probably Epaphras (cf. v.8), though we must not rule out the 
possibility that Paul’s reference includes other previous reports of the faith of 
the Colossians. 
p. 816 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 The triad of “faith” (v.4a), “love” (v.4b), and “hope” (v.5a) appears with 
some degree of frequency in Paul’s writings (e.g., Ro 5:2-5; 1Co 13:13; 1Th 
1:3; 5:8).  “Faith” (GK 4411), which is commitment to or trust in another 
person, is defined as being anchored “in Jesus Christ.”  Theirs was a Christ-
centered faith. 
 “Love” (GK 27) is the fruit of faith and the proof of its genuineness (cf. 
Gal 5:6; Jas 2:14ff.; 1Jn 3:14).  It means caring love, the love that counts no 
sacrifice too great for the one loved (cf. the verb used in Jn 3:16.)  The 
Colossians’ love was expressed toward “all the saints,” i.e., toward all God’s 
people.  Perhaps the apostle was contrasting the broad goodwill of the 
Colossian believers with the narrow exclusiveness of the heretical teachers. 
p. 816 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 As the reasons for thanksgiving are enumerated, we recognize the 
familiar triad of Christian graces—faith, love, hope—similarly grouped 
together elsewhere in the Pauline writings (cf. 1 Cor. 13:13; also Rom. 5:1-5; 
Gal. 5:5-6; 1 Thess. 1:3; 5:8) and in other parts of the NT (cf. Heb. 10:22-24;  
1 Pet. 1:21-22).  Here the three are not exactly coordinated: the Colossians’ 
faith in Christ and love to their fellow-believers are here based on the hope 
which is laid up for them in heaven. 
p. 41 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 Two observations about the Colossians’ love are set forth.  First, it was 
divinely given.  They possessed “the love” . . . that type which is an evidence 
of regeneration.  Believers “are taught of God to love one another” (I Thess. 
4:9).  John commented: “We know that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren” (I John 3:14).  This love transcends mere 
human relationships (as seen in philē and eros types of love); rather, it 
reflects the nature of divine love (agapē; I John 4:8). 
p. 34 
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Henry says: 
 
Faith, hope, and love, are the three principal graces in the Christian life. 
p. 1869 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
 Paul first celebrated their “faith in Christ Jesus.”  Faith is always 
mentioned first in the trio because apart from faith there is no Christian 
experience.  Here Paul was very specific about the object of their faith.  It was 
“Christ Jesus.  “Everybody needs faith.  You gotta have faith,” we hear people 
say.  It is considered to be a component of a balanced life—another charm on 
the bracelet of one’s well-being.  Having faith means you’re okay.  But the 
truth is, faith has no intrinsic value in itself.  It must derive its value from its 
object. 
p. 17 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
 Salvation does not come by believing in belief, or even in a set of 
doctrines or a creed.  Salvation comes by believing in Christ.  When John G. 
Paton was translating the Bible in the Outer Hebrides, he searched for the 
exact word to translate believe.  Finally he found it: the word meant “lean 
your whole weight upon.”  That is what the Colossians, despite their Gnostic 
detractors, had done.  That was something to celebrate! 
p. 17 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
Loving God is seen in how one loves his neighbor, and particularly another 
believer (John 13:34, 35).  We have all met people who claimed to be good 
Christians, who were upstanding, honest, and orthodox—but unloving.  They 
had a loveless goodness, an orthodoxy without charity, a questionable faith.  
They were the kind of people Mark Twain had in mind when he said, “He is a 
good man—in the worst sort of way.”  Love for the brethren is a sign of true 
faith.  
p. 17 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #1 – Colossians 1 1-8.doc 

67 

Hughes says: 
 
 When Chuck Colson was serving his prison sentence after the 
Watergate scandal, his newfound faith was severely tested.  His wife did not 
understand the “born again” business, his son was picked up on drug charges, 
and Colson himself was despondent.  But God met him in his misery.  A 
group of Christians in Washington, including Senators Hatfield, Hughes, and 
Quie, were praying for him.  Senator Quie discovered an old law that allowed 
an innocent man to serve a prison term for another, and Quie volunteered to 
serve the remainder of Colson’s term.  Colson turned him down, but he had 
experienced “love . . . for all the saints,” and Charles Colson was again 
refreshed in the reality of his faith. 
 It is a beautiful thing when you see in the Church love for all the 
saints—not just for some, not just for the lovable, but all.  This is what made 
the early church so amazing and so enticing to the ancient world.  Barbarian, 
Scythian, slave and free, male and female, Jew and Greek, learned and 
ignorant joined hands and sat down at one table.  They knew themselves to 
be all one in Christ Jesus. 
pp. 17-18 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
 It is interesting to notice how faith, love and hope are linked together 
here as in so many other places in Scripture.  The order is different in  
1 Corinthians 13.  There, where he is exalting love, he puts faith first, hope 
second and love last, as that which will abide when the other two have passed 
away.  But here it is hope that closes that life which begins with faith, and 
the two are linked together by love.  Faith lays hold of the cross.  Hope looks 
on to the glory.  Love is the power that constrains the saint in view of both. 
p. 23 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
4.  Since we heard—lit., “Having heard.”  The language implies that he had 
only heard of, and not seen, them (ch. 2:1).  Cf. Romans 1:8, where like 
language is used of a Church which he had not at the time visited. 
p. 1314 
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King says: 
 
This, however, that Paul speaks of is . . . a divine quality.  It is a complete 
quality, embracing “all the saints”, and some even of the saints are not easily 
lovable.  Moreover, it is a commanded quality, not something about which we 
can make our choice—“This is His commandment, that we should believe on 
the Name of His Son JESUS CHRIST, and love one another, as He gave us 
commandment”, 1 John iii. 23.  It is a compassable quality, therefore, since 
He never expects us to do what we can’t; and the secret of this attitude 
toward folk is given us plainly—“the love of GOD is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the HOLY GHOST who is given unto us”, Romans v. 5.  We ought: therefore, 
we can: therefore, we will?  Notice our verse 8: “Who hath declared unto us 
your love in the SPIRIT”: there lie the Spring, and the Secret, and the 
Strength of this all-powerful virtue—“the fruit of the SPIRIT”: Galatians v. 22.  
And now Paul cites a further cause for his thankfulness—  
pp. 26-27 
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Laurin says: 
 
 Life was not self-centered or self-surrounded.  It was extended to the 
broadest possible horizon for it included “all the saints.”  There is a 
generosity in love which makes life a very beautiful thing. 

LOVE 
“If suddenly upon the street 
My gracious Saviour I should meet, 
And He should say, ‘As I love thee, 
What love hast thou to offer me?’ 
Then what could this poor heart of mine 
Dare offer to that heart divine? 
“His eye would pierce my outward show, 
His thought my inmost thought would know; 
And if I said, ‘I love thee, Lord,’ 
He would not heed my spoken word, 
Because my daily life would tell 
If verily I loved Him well. 
“If on the day or in the place 
Wherein He met me face to face 
My life could show some kindness done, 
Some purpose formed, some work begun, 
For His dear sake, then, it were meet 
Love’s gift to lay at Jesus’ feet.” 

—Charles F. Richardson 
p. 34 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 A true child of God will love fellow believers.  Faith in Christ purges us 
of our selfishness and affinity for sinners and gives us a new attraction to the 
people of God.  Our love for fellow Christians is a reflection of His love for us.  
It is also obedience to His command to “love one another, even as I have loved 
you” (John 13:34). 
p. 18 
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McGee says: 
 
Here Paul links the trinity of graces for believers: (1) faith—past; (2) love—
present; and (3) hope—future. 
p. 355 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
His blessing manifested in you; having heard, just now, from Epaphras, of your 
faith in Christ Jesus, of your reliance which rests anchored in Him, and of its 
outcoming effect, the love which you have . . . to all the saints . . . 
p. 31 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 Love for all saints!  That includes love for old Brother Backbiter and 
for quarrelsome Sister Axegrinder and garrulous Brother Tongueswagger 
and for weak Sister Mudwallower!  As someone has said: 
 

To dwell above, with saints above, 
That will indeed be glory; 

To dwell below, with saints we know, 
Well, that’s another story! 

 
 It is a great thing to have love for all of God’s people.  The Lord Jesus 
loved everybody.  He loved Pilate as much as he loved Peter.  He loved His 
brother James as much as He loved His disciple James.  He loved Malchus as 
much as He loved Matthew.  He loved Bartimaeus and Barabbas as much as 
He loved Bartholomew.  He loved Saul as much as He loved Simon.  He loved 
Nicodemus as much as He loved Nathanael.  He loved Judas as much as He 
loved John.  He loved Caiaphas as much as He loved Cornelius.  He loved 
everybody. 
p. 28 
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Pickell says: 
 
 The church at Colosse had a testimony.  Its members had heard the 
word of truth, applied it in their lives, and earned a reputation for faith, love 
and hope (1:4-5), the virtues about which the apostle wrote to the Corinthians 
(I Corinthians 13).  These qualities are mentioned by Paul not only here in 
Corinthians, however, but also in Romans (5:1-5), Galatians (5:5-6), 
Ephesians (4:2-5), and I Thessalonians (1:3).  They are also found in I Peter 
1:3-8 and Hebrews 6:10-12.  The frequency of their repetition suggests their 
importance.  Indeed, they seem to constitute a capsule summary of the 
Christian life.  
p. 27 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
 1:4-8 faith . . . love . . . hope: Paul often uses these three terms together 
(Rom. 5:2-5; 1 Cor. 13:13; 1 Thess. 1:3; 5:8).  Faith is in Christ.  This is the 
thrust of the passage.  The Colossians’ faith was grounded in the nature and 
work of Jesus Christ.  Love flows from faith and proves the genuineness of 
one’s faith (James 2:14-26).  The Colossians’ sacrificial love for all the saints 
proved their true belief in Christ.  Hope refers to the result of faith, the 
treasure laid up . . . in heaven where our faith will find its fulfillment in the 
presence of Christ.  Epaphras is also mentioned in 4:12, 13 and Philem. 23.  
Epaphras probably was Paul’s convert and fellow prisoner.  He most likely 
started the church in his hometown of Colosse. 
pp. 1560-61 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
As Paul enumerates his reason or thanksgiving and prayer, we recognize the 
familiar triad of graces—faith, love and hope—elsewhere combined by Paul, as 
in 1 Thess. 1:3; 5:8, and (best known passage of all) 1 Cor. 13:13.  Here, 
however, the three are not completely coordinated; the Colossians’ faith in 
Christ and love to their fellow-Christians are here based upon the hope which is 
laid up for them in heaven.  But this hope laid up in heaven, as we discover in 
the course of the epistle, cannot well be anything less than Christ Himself . . . 
p. 180 
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Wuest says: 
 
 Paul in verse four indicates what is the ground of his thanksgiving, 
namely, the Colossian’s faith in the Lord Jesus and their love to all the 
saints.  The preposition . . . is a preposition of motion.  It is used in John 3:16, 
for instance, where the evangelist speaks of the initial act of faith which the 
sinner exercises in the Lord Jesus.  It is literally, “believes into Him.”  The 
preposition used here (1:4) is en, a preposition of rest.  Having placed our 
faith in the Lord Jesus as our Saviour, it now rests in Him. 
p. 172 
 
 
 
(The Best of A. W. Tozer: Book 2 compiled by Warren W. Wiersbe)  Camp 

Hill, PA: Wing Spread Publishers. Copyright– Zur Ltd., 1980, 2000. 
 
For true faith, it is either God or total collapse.  And not since Adam first 
stood upon the earth has God failed a single man or woman who trusted Him. 
p. 120 
 
 
 
(Growing Slowly Wise: Building a Faith that Works by David Roper) Grand 

Rapids, MI: Discovery House. Copyright – David Roper, 2000.  
 

We are not saved by works, nor could we ever be, but our works show 
that we are thoroughly saved.  If others cannot see God’s love in us we do not 
have saving faith and thus we are not Christians at all, no matter what we 
say.  “Faith without works is dead.” 
p. 93 
 
 
Only in our death will it die.  In the words of an old tombstone inscription: 
 

BENEATH THIS STONE, A LUMP OF CLAY, 
LIES ROBERT ANDREW YOUNG, 
WHO, ON THE TWENTY-FOURTH OF MAY, 
BEGAN TO HOLD HIS TONGUE. 

p. 104 
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(The Barbarian Way: Soul Cravings by Erwin Raphael McManus)  Nashville, 
TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– Erwin Raphael McManus, 2005. 

 
 We are addicted to love, and it’s out of control. 
 We would give anything and everything to find it. 
 Here is where I begin to hold to a conspiracy theory. 
 There’s more going on here than meets the eye. 
 It’s as if we’ve been purposefully designed with a factory defect that 
keeps us searching . . . for love. 
 It seems humiliating to say it, but we need to be loved.  I need to be 
loved.  I feel like I just walked into a twelve-step program.  “Hi, I’m Erwin.  
I’m a loveaholic.” 
 If you try to ignore it, if you think that you can live your life without 
love, you’re in even worse shape than the person who’s desperate to find it. 
 

To give up on love is to choose a life that is less than human. 
To give up on love is to give up on life. 

p. (Entry #2) 
 
 
WHEN YOU GIVE UP ON LOVE, EVERYTHING ELSE SEEMS TO go with it— 
 job, 
  hope, 
   forgiveness, 
    compassion— 
     they’re all interconnected. 
 But you might wonder to yourself: What if I never find love?  After all, 
you can’t be held responsible if you’ve searched for love, risked in love, even 
fought for love, and yet have always found it unrequited.  When love does not 
come to you, it breaks your heart, but when you do not give love away, it 
hardens your heart.  One thing stranger than our need to be loved is our need 
to love, which again leads me to my conspiracy theory: We are designed for 
love. 
p. (Entry #3) 
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(Our Lord Prays For His Own: Thoughts on John 17 by Marcus Rainsford) 
Grand Rapids, MI: Moody Press.  Copyright – Kregel Publications, 
1985. 

 
 This then is what true faith is: knowing  what God has said, believing 
what we know, accepting what we believe, and then rolling ourselves, and our 
burdens, our poor weary heart and soul upon Him on whom we believe.  For 
all who do so the Lord Jesus prayed, not for His disciples alone, but “for all 
them also which shall believe on me through their word.” 
p. 368 
 
 
 
(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson)  

San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright– Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

 
Forgive me, merciful Christ, for trying to hide behind conventional morality 
when I should be opening up myself to you for deep and eternal healing.  
Examine my inner thoughts and create the kind of life in me that will live to 
the praise of your glory.  Amen.  
p. 144 
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(31 Days Toward Intimacy with God by Joni Eareckson Tada) Sisters, OR: 
Multnomah. Copyright – Joni Eareckson Tada, 2005.  

 
A Step Closer 

 
And I ask him that with both feet planted firmly on love, you’ll be able 
to take in with all Christians the extravagant dimensions of Christ’s 
love.  Reach out and experience the breadth! . . . Rise to the heights!  
Live full lives, full in the fullness of God. 
 
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! 
 

1 JOHN 3:1 
 

Because He has poured His love into our souls— 
up to the rim and brimming over!— 

let that extravagant love splash on someone near you today. 
Go beyond the expected—right over the top. 

And do it as unto the God who has extravagantly loved you. 
pp. 52-53 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #1 – Colossians 1 1-8.doc 

76 

v. 5  Because of the hope that is laid up for you in heaven, which you heard 
before in the word of the truth of the gospel, that has come to you, 

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 5: 
 

Your faith and love have arisen from the hope laid up for you in 
heaven, which you have heard about in the message of truth, the 
gospel 

 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 5: 
 

The lines of purpose in your lives never grow slack, tightly tied as they 
are to your future in heaven, kept taut by hope.  The Message is as 
true among you today as when you first heard it.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Paul thanked God for their faith and love that spring from . . . hope. 
 This trilogy of virtue—faith, love, and hope—is a favorite of Paul’s . . . 
and Peter’s . . . Faith is the soul looking upward to God; love looks outward to 
others; hope looks forward to the future.  Faith rests on the past work of 
Christ; love works in the present; and hope anticipates the future.  Even 
though “without faith it is impossible to please God” . . . and “hope does not 
disappoint us” . . . nevertheless “the greatest of these is love” . . . The 
Colossians’ love extended to “all the saints” . . . or all believers, probably not 
only at Colosse but everywhere . . . 
 Faith and love “spring from” . . . “hope,” confidence in what God will do 
in the future.  This confidence led to a greater trust in God and a deeper love 
for others.  This confident expectation of Christ’s return, called “the blessed 
hope” . . . influences believers’ conduct . . . 
 This hope is stored up . . . in heaven because Christ, the essence of this 
hope, is there.  Without Christ’s Ascension to heaven . . . and His present 
intercession there on behalf of believers . . . they would have no hope . . . This 
message is the Word of truth . . . the gospel as Paul defines it here and 
elsewhere . . . 
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We will note now, the THIRD REASON for being THANKFUL.  Also, the 
THIRD MANIFESTATION of a CHANGED LIFE: 
 

“BECAUSE OF THE HOPE THAT IS LAID UP FOR YOU IN 
HEAVEN.” 

 
 
Whereas: 
 

“FAITH” looks to the PAST, 
 
“LOVE” looks to the PRESENT,  
 
“HOPE” looks to the FUTURE. 

 
 
1 Corinthians 15:19 (TLB) 
 

And if being a Christian is of value to us only now in this life, we are 
the most miserable of creatures. 

 
 
1 Peter 1:4 (TLB) 
 

And God has reserved for his children the priceless gift of eternal life; 
it is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of 
change and decay. 

 
 
Matthew 6:19-20 (KJV) 
 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 

 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #1 – Colossians 1 1-8.doc 

78 

John 14:1-3 (NASB) 
 

Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  In 
My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would 
have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; 
that where I am, there you may be also. 

 
 
2 Timothy 4:8 (NASB) 
 

in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not 
only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

 
 
Titus 2:12-13 (NASB) 
 

instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live 
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the 
blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Christ Jesus;  

 
 
Philippians 3:20 (NASB) 
 

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  

 
 
 
Lenski does a great job of putting this all together when he says: 
 
We love each other with intelligent and purposeful love that comes from faith 
because we are headed for the same great hope in heaven, for the same 
inheritance of glory, for the same blessed goal. . . . Faith is the soil from 
which the fruit of love springs, and hope is the sunshine which ripens this 
fruit of love. 
p. 23 
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Hebrews 6:19 (TLB) 
 

This certain hope of being saved is a strong and trustworthy anchor for 
our souls, connecting us with God himself behind the sacred curtains of 
heaven. 

 
 
Our “HOPE” is in a person—Jesus Christ—even as our faith resides in Him 
and the love described is a product of His residence in the human heart. 
 
 
Ephesians 2:12 (TLB) 
 

Remember that in those days you were living utterly apart from 
Christ; you were enemies of God’s children and he had promised you no 
help.  You were lost, without God, without hope. 

 
 
Paul in these two verses gives us the THREE REASONS why he’s so 
thankful for the Colossian saints.  He uses the three great words of the 
Gospel: 
 

1. “FAITH IN CHRIST,” 
 

2. “LOVE . . . FOR ALL THE SAINTS,” and 
 

3. “HOPE . . . LAID UP FOR YOU IN HEAVEN.” 
 
 
It is these THREE THINGS which are manifestations of a genuine reaction 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ: 
 

1. I respond in FAITH, 
 

2. I reveal LOVE, and 
 

3. I speak of HOPE for the future. 
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“WHICH YOU HEARD BEFORE IN THE WORD OF THE TRUTH OF THE 
GOSPEL, THAT HAS COME TO YOU.” 
 
 
All THREE of these wonderful things: 
 

1. “FAITH IN CHRIST,” 
 

2. “LOVE . . . FOR ALL THE SAINTS,” and 
 

3. “HOPE . . . LAID UP FOR YOU IN HEAVEN” 
 
are as a RESULT of “THE WORD OF THE TRUTH”—the Good News that 
has come to them when the message was preached in Colosse. 
 
 
What is the Gospel?  The Good News is that by faith in Jesus Christ, one can 
have a changed life.  That changed life will manifest itself in love for each 
other, and with a vocabulary that speaks of “THE HOPE THAT IS LAID UP  
. . . IN HEAVEN.” 
 
 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (NASB) 
 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was 
buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 

 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
The next fruit Paul mentions is hope.  What is hope?  Again, contrary to the 
belief of some, hope is not “wishing for something you know won’t happen.”  
Biblical hope, like biblical faith, is a strong word.  Hope is looking forward 
with eager anticipation and strong confidence to the sure promises of God.  
Paul also says that our hope is secure because it is stored up for [us] in 
heaven.  Our hope is safe and secure, locked away in heaven far above 
anything that may threaten its integrity.  This confident expectation is what 
motivates us to be able to love inclusively and nonselectively.  Paul tells us 
that faith and love spring from the hope. 
p. 279 
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Gromacki says: 
 
 This hope will find its realization when the believer receives his 
immortal, incorruptible body.  This will occur when Christ returns to raise 
the dead and to change living believers (I Thess. 4:13-18), although 
Christians who die do enjoy some of the benefits of hope as they are in the 
heavenly presence of Christ. 
p. 36 
 
 
 
C. Henry says: 
 
 Paul is thankful for the continuing growth of the Colossian believers in 
the faith.  He mentions their faith and hope and love (cf. I Cor. 13:13, and 
elsewhere; it was an early Christian habit to join these three together, not 
always in the same order).  Faith in Christ is the basic Christian attitude.  
There can be no Christianity without that.  Love is the necessary outreach 
towards others of a living faith.  A true faith will always work by love (Gal. 
5:6). 
 Here special stress is laid on hope.  The early Christians were for the 
most part members of the depressed classes.  The ordinary conditions of life 
gave them but little hope, and the gospel message transformed life for them.  
It gave them hope in this life and in that to come.  This hope is solidly based, 
being “laid up for you in heaven” and thus beyond all earthly attack. 
p. 323 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 

EXPECTING AND KNOWING 
 

“Faith, Hope and Love were questioned what they thought 
Of future glory which religion taught; 
Now Faith believed it to be firmly true, 
And Hope expected so to find it too; 
Love answered, smiling with unconscious glow, 
‘Believe? expect? I know it to be so.’” 

—John Wesley. 
p. 35 
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Lenski says: 
 
Why do we love all our fellow saints?  Because for us too, as for them, a great 
hope is laid away in the heavens.  “Hope” is objective, for it is laid away in 
the heavens; it is the eternal “inheritance, incorruptible, and undefiled, that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us” (I Pet. 1:4).  We love each other 
with intelligent and purposeful love that comes from faith because we are 
headed for the same great hope in heaven, for the same inheritance of glory, 
for the same blessed goal.  That is why we cling together in love, support and 
help each other in love, so that none of us may fail of having that hope 
bestowed upon him at last. 
pp. 22-23 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 The gospel bears fruit.  It changes lives.  Those whose lives have been 
changed tell others.  And so it spreads. 
p. 32 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 THREE graces should be always conspicuous in Christians—faith, 
love, and hope.  They are each mentioned by Paul in the opening verses of the 
epistle from which our text is taken.  These lovely graces should be so 
conspicuous in every believer as to be spoken of, and consequently heard of 
even by those who have never seen us.  These flowers should yield so sweet a 
perfume that their fragrance may be perceived by those who have never 
gazed upon them.  So was it with the saints at Colosse.  Paul says, “We give 
thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for 
you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye 
have to all the saints, for the hope which is laid up for you in heaven.”  May 
our characters be such as can be reported of without causing us to blush; but 
that can never be the case if these essential virtues are absent.  If these 
things be in us and abound we shall not be barren or unfaithful, but if they be 
lacking we are as withered branches. 
p. 557 
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Spurgeon says: 
 
 Our hope, too, upon which we are to speak this morning, is special, 
because it is a hope which is laid up for us in heaven; a hope, therefore, which 
the worldling cares not one whit about.  He hopes that to-morrow may be as 
this day, and yet more abundant, but he cares nothing for the land where 
time has ceased to flow.  He hopes for riches, or he hopes for fame; he hopes 
for long life and prosperity; he hopes for pleasure and domestic peace; the 
whole range of his hope is within the compass of his eye: but our hope has 
passed beyond the sphere of sight, according to the word of the apostle, “What 
a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?  But if we hope for that we see not, 
then do we with patience wait for it.”  Ours is a hope which demands nothing 
of time, or earth, but seeks its all in the world to come.  It is of this hope that 
we are about to speak. 
p. 557 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 Notice the next word, it is laid up “for you.”  It is something to have 
your hope laid up, but it is much better to have it laid up for yourself.  “Laid 
up for you”; that is, for you whose faith is in Christ Jesus, and who have love 
to all the saints.  There is a crown in heaven which will never be worn by any 
head but yours; there is a harp in glory that never will be touched by any 
finger but yours.  Make no mistake about it; it is laid up in heaven for you, 
“reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God, through faith 
unto salvation.” 
p. 560 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 Once again, the apostle says, “strengthened with all might, according 
to His glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness.”  A 
hope of heaven is a mighty strengthener for bearing the ills of life and the 
persecutions of the adversary.  “It will soon be over,” says a man who looks 
for heaven, and therefore he is not over-weighted with grief.  “It is an ill 
lodging,” said the traveller, “but I shall be away in the morning.”  Well may 
we be strengthened with all might by the hope of heaven: it is but reason that 
the exceeding weight of glory should cast into the shade this light affliction, 
which is but for a moment. 
p. 562 
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Sturz says: 
 
 The famous triology of Paul—faith, hope, love—is introduced at this 
point in a slightly modified form.  These three words are linked together six 
times by the apostle Paul, once by the author of Hebrews (6:10-12), and once 
by Peter (1:21, 22).  Here, the meaning of hope has shifted from “expectation” 
to “inheritance.”  (See v. 5.) 
p. 21 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 Paul speaks of the hope as being laid up in heaven (Col. 1:5).  The word 
apokeimai, translated “laid up,” was often used in business.  It would be 
found in “storage receipts of grain stored” in a granary, books “housed” in a 
library, treasures “kept” in a temple.  The hope then is here used in the 
concrete sense of “the object of hope,” the “promised blessing,” which is 
represented  figuratively as a treasure stored in a heavenly treasure house 
hidden from the world’s view, inestimably precious and forever secure. 
p. 47 
 
 
These are the TWO KEY VERSES—verses 4 & 5—of: 
 

STAGE #1: CHRIST CHANGED MY LIFE 
 
 
Has Christ changed your life?   
 
 
Have you received the Lord Jesus Christ by faith and experienced the new 
birth?   
 
 
It is also true that He is in the process of progressively changing our lives as 
daily we learn to surrender to the Spirit’s work and guiding us into truth and 
helping us along the way to those things which demonstrate Christlikeness. 
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I am so thrilled with what Paul has had to say about our changed life, that I 
want you to join me.  Let’s sing a couple of verses of: 
 

Since Jesus Came Into My Heart 
 

What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought 
Since Jesus came into my heart! 
I have light in my soul for which long I have sought, 
Since Jesus came into my heart! 
 
I shall go there to dwell in that City, I know, 
Since Jesus came into my heart! 
And I’m happy, so happy, as onward I go, 
Since Jesus came into my heart! 
 
Refrain 
Since Jesus came into my heart, 
Since Jesus came into my heart, 
Floods of joy o’er my soul  
like the sea billows roll, 
Since Jesus came into my heart. 

 
(“Since Jesus Came Into My Heart” by Charles H. Gabriel. © 1914 by Charles 
H. Gabriel. © Copyright renewed 1942 (extended), The Rodeheaver Co., 
owner. #430) 
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v. 6  even as it is also in all the world bearing fruit and increasing, just as 
also in you from the day you heard it and came to know completely the 
grace of God in truth; 

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 6: 
 

that has come to you. Just as in the entire world this gospel is bearing 
fruit and growing, so it has also been bearing fruit and growing among 
you from the first day you heard it and understood the grace of God in 
truth. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verses 5 & 6: 
 

The Message is as true among you today as when you first heard it.  It 
doesn’t diminish or weaken over time.  It’s the same all over the world.  
The Message bears fruit and gets larger and stronger, just as it has in 
you.  From the very first day you heard and recognized the truth of 
what God is doing, you’ve been hungry for more.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Paul thanked God because the gospel was spreading all over the world.   
In fact, in an obvious hyperbole, Paul wrote in verse 23 that the gospel was 
being “proclaimed to every creature under heaven” (cf. Rom. 1:8).  But Paul 
stressed not only the universality of the gospel but also its practicality, for it 
was producing fruit and growing.  As a tree bears fruit and grows in size, so 
the gospel produces spiritual “fruit” in believers’ lives . . . and spreads to and 
influences others . . . Heresies (such as the one at Colosse) are local and 
harmful; but truth is universal and helpful.  One of the unmistakable 
characteristics of the true gospel is God’s grace in all its truth.  Some preach 
a “different gospel—which is really no gospel at all” (Gal. 1:6-7).  This is 
because it is a gospel of grace plus works, or faith plus works.  But the true 
gospel is one of grace alone 
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The TWO KEY WORDS in verse 6 are: 
 
 1. “BEARING FRUIT” and 
 
 2. “INCREASING.” 
 
 
It is “BEARING FRUIT” when we come to know Jesus Christ as Savior. 
 
 
It is continually “INCREASING” as we cooperate with the Spirit of God who 
is making us more and more like our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
2 Peter 1:5-9 (NASB) 
 

Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith 
supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; and 
in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, 
and in your perseverance, godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly 
kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  For if these qualities 
are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor 
unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For he who 
lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his 
purification from his former sins.  

 
 
In verse 6 we have TWO CHARACTERISTICS of the TRUE GOSPEL: 
 

1. “IT IS . . . BEARING FRUIT” and 
 

2. IT GROWS. 
 
 
It is fruitful and it spreads.   
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Lightfoot says: 
 
. . . the true Gospel is the same everywhere. . . . The false gospels are the 
outgrowths of local circumstances . . . The fruit, which the Gospel bears 
without fail in all soils and under every climate, is its credential . . . 
pp. 134-35 
 
 
We have just been considering some of these products of the changed life in 
the previous verses, that is in the words “faith,” “love,” and “hope.” 
 
 
It is God’s design that this Gospel message go to all the world. 
 
 
Mark 16:15 (KJV) 
 

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature 

 
 
The very last words that Jesus spoke: 
 
Acts 1:8 (KJV) 
 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

 
 
The next phrase: 
 

“JUST AS ALSO IN YOU FROM THE DAY YOU HEARD IT,” 
 
 it is not only: 
 

“BEARING FRUIT AND INCREASING . . . IN ALL THE WORLD,”  
 

but it is also doing a work in you—Colossian saints.   
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It changed your life when by faith you received Jesus Christ and love began 
to show itself produced by the Holy Spirit.  In hope was your anticipation 
rather than spending your time worrying about things down here.   
 
 
The beautiful thing about the Gospel of Jesus Christ is that it not only 
changes us in this way, but it is a continuous process of change as we are 
being molded more and more into the image of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
“AND CAME TO KNOW COMPLETELY THE GRACE OF GOD IN TRUTH.” 
 
 
In other words, it’s all that you needed! 
 
 
The Apostle finds that he has to add this particular phrase because he is 
hitting hard at the ways of error in those who are pursuing some hidden 
knowledge. 
 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NASB) 
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one 
should boast.  

 
 
 

Rock of Ages 
 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to the cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

Augustus M. Toplady 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
BEARING FRUIT 
Wherever Paul went, he preached the gospel—to Gentile audiences, to hostile 
Jewish leaders, and even to his Roman guards.  Whenever people believed in 
the message that Paul spoke, they were changed.  God’s Word is not just for 
our information, it is for our transformation!  Becoming a Christian means 
beginning a whole new relationship with God, not just turning over a new 
leaf or determining to do right.  New believers have a changed purpose, 
direction, attitude, and behavior.  They are no longer seeking to serve 
themselves, but they are bearing fruit for God.  How is the gospel reaching 
others through your life? 
p. 150 
 
 
 
Fergusson says: 
 
 Having mentioned the gospel, he commendeth it, and the Colossians 
jointly with it.  First, the gospel preached to them by Epaphras, was the same 
which was preached by the apostles through the world.  Secondly, it had 
brought forth fruits of a holy life in those who heard it, especially among 
them.  Thirdly, those fruits were timeous and constant, every one of which 
particulars may be looked upon as an additional cause of his thanksgiving to 
God for them. 
p. 332 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
The added clause: as it is in all the world, renders prominent the simple fact 
of the presence of the gospel in the world.  The preposition . . . marks the 
distinction between its presence in the world, and in Colosse, where it has 
already wrought what it should and would.  “In all the world” indicates the 
whole world as the field, in which the gospel is found and which it will 
permeate. 
p. 13 
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Lenski says: 
 
 The point of Paul’s addition is the greatness of the gospel.  The 
Colossians are to remember that its range is world-wide, the very opposite of 
the little Judaistic sectlet that has somehow appeared in their midst.  The 
gospel is bearing its fruit and growing “in all the world” even as the 
Colossians themselves have witnessed this since the day on which they got to 
hear it (ingressive aorist, the day marking the start).  What they witnessed in 
Colosse is happening “in all the world.” 
p. 26 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
 The truthfulness and power of the gospel have practical dimensions as 
well.  First of all, the gospel is universal in scope, that is, growing throughout 
the entire Roman Empire.  The gospel of Christ is for everyone (inclusive) 
and not for a select few (exclusive) as the heretics are teaching (2:8-15).  
Second, the gospel is bringing blessings (lit., bearing fruit) to the whole 
world, even as it is to the Christians in Colossae.  The true word of God is 
something that reproduces and grows . . . 
p. 19 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
This true message of the gospel, which in due course reached Colossae, and 
produced the vigorous and increasing fruit of Christian life and testimony 
there, was doing the same throughout the world.  It has been thought that 
the expression “bearing fruit and increasing” may echo the language of a 
gnosticizing interpretation of our Lord’s parable of the sower (Mark 4:8) 
which had been pressed upon the Colossian church. 
p. 181 
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Wuest says: 
 
. . . concerning which you heard before in the word of the truth of the good 
news which is present with you, even as also it is in all the world constantly 
bearing fruit and increasing . . . 
p. 33 
 
 
 
(American Heroes: In The Fight Against Radical Islam by Oliver North) 

Nashville, TN.: B&H Publishing Group.  Copyright – Oliver L. North, 
2008. 

 
“I lost my legs for the people of Iraq, so their children will be able to run 
around, just like mine.  If time was turned back, I’d do it all over again.” 

––Marine Sgt Gregory Edwards, father of two 
p. 237 
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GROWTH PERSUASION 
 

My Uncle Lester, who lived in Florida, was discouraged by the lack of 
fruit on his grapefruit tree.  Someone told him he needed to whack the trunk 
of the tree a few times with a board. 

Apparently, there is some truth to this unusual method of encouraging 
growth.  One gardening expert says: “At times, the flowering hormone in the 
tree seems to get stuck and no flowers appear.  Carefully persuade the tree to 
flower by shocking it.  Hit the trunk . . . several times, [which will cause] 
small bruises in the bark.”  This advice may stimulate growth. 

When trouble comes into our lives, we sometimes feel as if we’ve been 
hit broadside.  We feel desperation and then we wonder, Why is this 
happening to me? 

One possibility is that God is using a painful experience to get our 
attention.  In Psalm 119:71, David wrote, “It is good for me that I have been 
afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.”  And Hebrews 12:11 says that 
chastening “yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness.” 

Is God using pain in your life to lovingly persuade you to change?  The 
season of trouble may not be easy, but if we let ourselves be trained by it, new 
growth will result as we become more like His Son (Phil. 3:10). 
 

We shrink from the purging and pruning, 
Forgetting the Gardener knows 

The deeper the cutting and paring 
The richer the cluster that grows.  —Anon. 

 
Affliction for God’s people can be the pruning knife  

to prepare us for greater fruitfulness. 
 
(From Our Daily Bread, Thursday, October 25, 2007)  
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(God’s Best Secrets: Daily Devotional Meditations by Andrew Murray) Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – unknown, 1977.  

 
“The inner man is renewed from day to day.”—2 Cor. iv 16. 
 
THERE is one lesson that all young Christians should learn, namely this—
the absolute necessity of fellowship with Jesus each day.  This lesson is not 
always taught at the beginning of the Christian life, nor is it always 
understood by the young convert.  He should realize that the grace he has 
received of the forgiveness of sins, of acceptance as God’s child, of joy in the 
Holy Ghost, can only be preserved by the daily renewal in fellowship with 
Jesus Christ Himself. 
 

Many Christians backslide because this truth is not clearly taught.  
They are unable to stand against the temptations of the world, or of their old 
nature.  They strive to do their best to fight against sin, and to serve God, but 
they have no strength.  They have never really grasped the secret: The Lord 
Jesus will every day from heaven continue His work in me.  But on one 
condition—the soul must give Him time each day to impart His love and His 
grace.  Time alone with the Lord Jesus each day is the indispensable 
condition of growth and power. 
(January 1) 
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LET THE WHOLE WORLD HEAR 
  

Fritz Kreisler (1875-1962), the world-famous violinist, earned a fortune 
with his concerts and compositions, but he generously gave most of it away.  
So, when he discovered an exquisite violin on one of his trips, he lacked the 
money to buy it. 

Later, having raised enough money to meet the asking price, he 
returned to the seller, hoping to purchase that beautiful instrument.  But to 
his great dismay it had been sold to a collector.  Kreisler made his way to the 
new owner’s home and offered to buy the violin.  The collector said it had 
become his prized possession and he would not sell it. 

Disappointed, Kreisler was about to leave when he had an idea.  
“Could I play the instrument once more before it is consigned to silence?” he 
asked.  Permission was granted, and the great virtuoso filled the room with 
such heart-moving music that the collector’s emotions were deeply stirred.  “I 
have no right to keep that to myself,” he exclaimed.  “It’s yours, Mr. Kreisler.  
Take it into the world, and let people hear it.” 

To sinners saved by grace, the gospel is like the rapturous harmonies 
of heaven.  We have no right to keep it to ourselves.  Jesus tells us to take it 
into our world and let people hear it. 
 

I’ll tell the world how Jesus saved me 
And how He gave me a life brand new; 

And I know that if you trust Him 
That all He gave me He’ll give to you. —Fox 

 
© 1958, 1963 Fox Music Publications 

 
Someone told you about Jesus.  
Have you told someone lately? 

 
(From Our Daily Bread, Thursday, November 20, 2004) 
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(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by David 
Jeremiah)  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– David 
Jeremiah, 2007. 

 
It’s said that one day St. Francis of Assisi invited a young assistant at the 
monastery to go with him into town to preach.  The novice was delighted to 
be singled out as Francis’s companion.  The two men passed through the 
main streets, turned down many of the byways and alleys, made their way 
into the suburbs, and at great length returned by a circuitous route to the 
monastery gate.  As they approached it, the younger man reminded Francis 
of his original intention.  “You have forgotten, Father that we went to the 
town to preach!” 
 “My son,” Francis replied, “we have preached.  We were preaching 
while we were walking.  We have been seen by many; our behavior has been 
closely watched; it was thus that we preached our morning sermon.  It is of 
no use, my son, to walk anywhere to preach unless we preach everywhere as 
we walk.”4 
 This scene reminds me of an old poem: 
 
 You are writing a gospel, a chapter each day,  
 By the deeds that you do, by the words that you say; 
 Men read what you write, whether faithless or true. 
 Say—what is the gospel according to you?5 
 
4. William Mitchell Ramsay, Second Corinthians (Louisville, KY: Westminter John 

Knox Press, 2004), 21-22. 
5. Phillip W. Keller, A Layman Looks at the Lord’s Prayer (Minneapolis: World Wide 

Publications, 1976), 66-67. 
pp. 30-31 
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(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 
Hendrickson. Copyright – Unknown.  

 
We do not find it written that even angels give His soul delight; nor doth He 
say, concerning cherubim and seraphim, “Thou shalt be called Hephzibah, for 
the Lord delighteth in thee;” but He does say all that to poor fallen creatures 
like ourselves, debased and depraved by sin, but saved, exalted, and glorified 
by His grace.  In what strong language He expresses His delight in his 
people!  Who could have conceived of the eternal One as bursting forth into a 
song?  Yet it is written, “He will rejoice over thee with joy, He will rest in His 
love, He will joy over thee with singing.”  As He looked upon the world He 
had made, He said, “It is very good;” but when He beheld those who are the 
purchase of Jesus’ blood, His own chosen ones, it seemed as if the great heart 
of the Infinite could restrain itself no longer, but overflowed in divine 
exclamations of joy.  Should not we utter our grateful response to such a 
marvellous declaration of His love, and sing, “I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation”? 
p. 530 
 
 
 
(The Expositor’s Bible: The Book of Psalms-Volume I- Psalms I-XXXVIII by 

A. Maclaren, D.D.) New York, N.Y.: A.C. Armstrong and Son.  
Copyright – 1899. 

 
If there is a God, and men are His creatures, it is supremely unlikely that He 
should not have a care of them.  Nothing can be more absurd than the 
supposition of a dumb God, who have never spoken to such a being as man.  
The psalmist gives full weight to man’s smallness, his frailty, and his lowly 
origin, for his exclamation, “What is man?” means, “How little is he!” and he 
uses the words which connote frailty and mortality, and emphasise the fact of 
birth as if in contrast with “the work of Thy fingers”; but all these points only 
enhance the wonderfulness of what is to the poet an axiom–that God has 
personal relations with His creature. 
pp. 72-73 
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(Christ/Life by Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth 
Myers, 2005.  

 
 But as we’ll learn throughout this book, we can replace those futile “if 
only” longings with reality, such as this thought: “I’m not at the mercy of my 
present circumstances or environment.  My response to these things is 
always a matter of my own choice.” 
 And this thought: “I’m not a slave to my past.  The past contributed to 
what I am, but I can’t change the past, only the present.” 
 And this one: “I’m not willing to waste time waiting for others to 
change.  I’m going to focus on how I can change, how I can develop new 
thought and behavior patterns.” 
p. 24 
 
 
 
(Pure Pleasure: Why Do Christians Feel So Bad About Feeling Good? by Gary 

Thomas)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Gary Thomas, 
2009. 

 
 Take this universal truth—God is on the move—and draw hope and 
purpose from it to attack the natural self-focus that arises from painful 
personal trials.  If your child lies in the hospital, keep praying for the nurses 
and doctors who visit your room.  If you’ve lost your job (or are still seeking 
your first one), ask God how he can use the new contacts you’re forced to 
make to reach out to others. 
 Even if you’re sick or in pain; unemployed; divorced, widowed, or 
frustrated in your singleness; addicted or worn-out—if you know God, those 
who don’t know him still have a greater need than you do.  Reach out to 
them.  Embrace the pleasure of seeing God’s kingdom spread, even in 
desperate situations.  It will feed you in a way that nothing else can and will 
bring an even deeper dimension of pleasure into your life—one you might 
have missed had you never walked through this dry season. 
p. 205 
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v. 7  even as you learned from Epaphras, the beloved, our fellow bond-slave, 
who is faithful on your behalf as a servant of Christ, 

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 7: 
 

You learned the gospel from Epaphras, our dear fellow slave—a 
faithful minister of Christ on our behalf— 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 7: 
 

It’s as vigorous in you now as when you learned it from our friend and 
close associate Epaphras.  He is one reliable worker for Christ!  I could 
always depend on him.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The Colossians learned it, the gospel, from Epaphras who apparently founded 
the church at Colosse . . . Paul called him a dear fellow servant, a humble 
description from a great apostle, and a faithful minister of Christ, as opposed, 
no doubt, to those unfaithful ones who here and elsewhere were disturbing 
the faith of God’s flock . . . Paul also called Tychicus “a faithful minister and 
fellow servant in the Lord” . . . Epaphras was in Rome with Paul, for Paul 
called him “my fellow prisoner” . . . “Epaphras” is a shortening of 
“Epaphroditus,” referred to in Philippians 2:25 and 4:18.  These could be the 
same person or different persons since both names were common. 
 Epaphras, said Paul, ministered on our behalf, probably as Paul’s 
representative . . . This implies, of course, that Paul had not visited Colosse 
himself . . . But even though Epaphras was sent by Paul, he was primarily a 
“minister of Christ.” 
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There are FOUR THINGS that Paul says about Epaphras here in verse 7.  
He calls him: 
 

1. “THE BELOVED,” 
 
2. “OUR FELLOW BOND-SLAVE,”  
 
3. “WHO IS FAITHFUL ON YOUR BEHALF,” and 
 
4. “A SERVANT OF CHRIST.” 

 
 
The Gospel of the grace of God which has manifested itself among you in your 
faith, love, and hope, was brought to you by Epaphras.  Epaphras was their 
pastor.  Because of the pressures to conform to the error that was being 
taught, he had gone to Rome to tell Paul and to seek some advice from him. 
 
 
There are FOUR THINGS that are said about Epaphras that we would do 
well to consider: 
 

1. He is called “THE BELOVED” 
 
 
Paul says in: 
 
Ephesians 1:6 (NASB) 
 

to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us 
in the Beloved.  

 
 
Becoming a part of God’s family through faith in Jesus Christ has made us 
accepted in “THE BELOVED.” 
 
 
The Apostle often referred to his companions in this very affectionate way. 
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 2. “OUR FELLOW BOND-SLAVE.” 
 
 
Epaphras was one who had given himself over completely to Jesus Christ to 
be used in whatever way would please him. 
 
 
He wanted no right to himself but just to be a slave of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 3. “WHO IS FAITHFUL.” 
 
 
1 Corinthians 4:2 (KJV) 
 

Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 
 
 
The thing that pleases the heart of God more than anything in his children, 
I’m sure, is FAITHFULNESS—the ability to stay with something and to see 
it through to successful completion. 
 
 
God never designed that we do something that we can’t do.  But He does 
expect us to be faithful in doing what we can. 
 
 
Ultimately, His affirmation of our tour of duty here on earth will be “Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant.”  This statement we long to hear from 
the lips of our Savior. 
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 4. He is called “A SERVANT OF CHRIST.” 
 
 
There is no higher calling or greater calling than to be a servant of Christ. 
 
 
Matthew 20:26-28 (TLB) 
 

“But among you it is quite different.  Anyone wanting to be a leader 
among you must be your servant.  And if you want to be right at the 
top, you must serve like a slave.  Your attitude must be like my own, 
for I, the Messiah, did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
my life as a ransom for many.” 

 
 
These FOUR THINGS are certainly EVIDENCES OF A CHANGED LIFE. 
 
 
Epaphras gave himself to the Saviour without reservation.  Because of this, 
he was greatly used.  I believe our responsibility at this point is to stop and 
ask ourselves the QUESTIONS: 
 

ARE THESE FOUR THINGS TRUE OF ME? 
 

IF NOT, WHY NOT? 
 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
This gives them a further assurance as to the source of their Christianity; the 
apostle gives his seal to the teaching of Epaphras, which conveyed the full 
gospel of the grace of God, so that having received this in truth as they did, 
they had no need to listen to strange teachers. 
p. 199 
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Lovett says: 
 
EPAPHRAS.  This brother, along with Philemon, Archippus and Aristarchus, 
was a Colossian.  Likely a delegation of them had traveled to Ephesus during 
Paul’s three year stay there and were saved.  After being taught in his school, 
they returned to their own area to establish local churches.  This accounts for 
their warm attachment to Paul and Timothy.  The apostle is thus able to 
speak of their faithfulness and certify the teachings they brought when 
founding the churches at Colosse, Laodicea and Hieropolis.  These cities, all 
within 12 miles of each other, are familiar to those acquainted with the 1st 
Chapter of The Revelation.  Epaphras is thought to be the founder of all 
three.  Paul never visited any of them personally. 
p. 166 
 
 
 
(Seeking Him by Nancy Leigh DeMoss & Tim Grissom with Life Action 

Ministries) Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers. Copyright – Life Action 
Ministries, 2004.  

 
“When God declared to Paul . . . ‘My grace is sufficient for you,’ He affirmed 
the total sufficiency of His grace for every need in life . . . God’s grace was 
sufficient for the deepest pain Paul (or any other believer) could ever 
experience.” 

—John MacArthur 
p. 94 
 
 
 
(Axiom: Powerful Leadership Proverbs by Bill Hybels)  Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. Copyright– Bill Hybels, 2008. 
 
There isn’t enough money in the world to motivate me to do what I do.  But 
there is a kind of compensation that does fire me up.  It’s God’s 
commendation to all his sons and daughters who serve faithfully: “Well 
done.” 
p. 201 
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(The Expositor’s Bible: The Book of Psalms-Volume I- Psalms I-XXXVIII by 
A. Maclaren, D.D.) New York, N.Y.: A.C. Armstrong and Son.  
Copyright – 1899. 

 
 But mercy standing alone might seem to lack a guarantee of its 
duration, and therefore the strength of “faithfulness,” unalterable 
continuance in a course begun, and adherence to every promise either spoken 
in words or implied in creation or providence, is added to the tenderness of 
mercy.  The boundlessness of that faithfulness is the main thought, but the 
contrast of the whirling, shifting clouds with it is striking.  The realm of 
eternal purpose and enduring act reaches to and stretches above the lower 
region where change rules. 
p. 348 
 
 
 
(Each New Day by Corrie ten Boom) Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell. 

Copyright – Corrie ten Boom, 1977, 2003.  
 

Growing, Glowing, Going 
 
How do you think of yourself—as owner or as captain of what you possess?  
Are you delivering the goods?  The world does not read the Bible—it reads 
you and me.  The godly man is the ungodly man’s Bible.  Are you growing like 
Peter?  Are you glowing like Stephen?  Are you going like Paul? 
 

People will ask: “Why was I not told 
Back at the crossroads of this Jesus?” 

 
How are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  And 

how are they to hear without a preacher? 
Romans 10:14 RSV 

 
Thank you, Lord, that you will strengthen us by a dying Savior’s love, a risen 
Savior’s power, an ascended Savior’s prayer, and an eternal Savior’s glory. 
p. 30 
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(High Calling: The Courageous Life and Faith of Space Shuttle Columbia 
Commander Rick Husband by Evelyn Husband with Donna VanLiere) 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Evelyn Husband, 2003.  

 
Bob Cabana, chief of Flight Crew Operations, walked to the podium to speak 
of the STS-107 crew.  He said, in part: 
 

There was nothing flashy about them.  Thy performed flawlessly with 
understated excellence and were an example for us all of what 
we can accomplish when we work together as one.  I’d like to 
share with you the faith that they had and the strength I’ve 
gained from them.  It all began before leaving the suit room on 
launch day to head for the Astro van on the way to the pad.  The 
commander, Rick Husband, stopped before exiting, turned to his 
crew, and the seven embraced as one:  Jew, Hindu, Christian 
together, and Rick led them in prayer.  As they rode to the pad, 
they were filled with joy, anticipation, excitement, and an inner 
peace that they were ready for whatever may lie ahead. 

 
Bob spoke of each crew member and finished with thoughts about Rick.  

He said, 
 
Colonel Rick Husband, United States Air Force.  Why break the mold 

with this crew?  Another mild-mannered antithesis of what one 
thinks of as a fighter pilot, a leader of the highest caliber.  But 
what really set Rick apart was his faith.  I wish I had half of it. 

p. 199 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C. 
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Be dogmatically true, obstinately holy, immovably honest, desperately kind, 
fixedly upright. 3381.558 
p. 126 
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(Second-Mile People by Isobel Kuhn)  Singapore: OMF International. 
Copyright– OMF International, 2008. 

 
 Oswald Chambers says, ‘The people who influence us most are not 
those who buttonhole us and talk to us, but those who live their lives like the 
stars in heaven and the lilies in the field, perfectly simply and unaffectedly.  
Those are the lives that mould us.’  A great mistake is to think that a Spirit-
filled man or woman must always be casting sermons at people.  Being ‘filled 
with the spirit’ (which is a first qualification of Second Mile People) is merely 
a refusing of self and a taking by faith of the life of Christ as wrought in us by 
His Holy Spirit. 
p. 37 
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v. 8  who also declared to us your love in the Spirit. 
 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 8: 
 

who also told us of your love in the Spirit.  
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 8: 
 

He’s the one who told us how thoroughly love had been worked into 
your lives by the Spirit.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Not only did Epaphras carry the good news of Christ to Colosse, but he also 
brought back to prisoner Paul the good news about their love in the Spirit for 
Christ.  Believers are in the Spirit and the Spirit is in them . . . Thus their 
“love . . . for all the saints” . . . stemmed from the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
Elsewhere Paul urged that by “the love of the Spirit” . . . believers manifest 
the “fruit of the Spirit” 
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Epaphras was not only faithful in declaring the Gospel—the grace of God—to 
the Colossians, but also when he came to Rome he told the Apostle of their 
love in the Spirit. 
 
 
Romans 5:5 (NASB) 
 

and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured 
out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

 
 
One of the things that made Paul thankful in verse 4 was their “love . . . for 
all the saints.”  This love, of course, included the Apostle Paul and his 
companions.  This love was not a love which was produced from human effort, 
but was produced by the Spirit of God. 
 
 
Galatians 5:22-23 (NASB) 
 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law.  

 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
. . . expresses the ground of their love, which was not individual sympathy, 
personal acquaintance, or the like, but belonged to the sphere of the Holy 
Spirit’s influence. 
p. 201 
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Bruce says: 
 
 This is the only explicit reference to the Spirit of God in the letter.  The 
absence of reference to him elsewhere is the more striking since there are 
several points at which his activity might have been naturally introduced.  
Where other letters of Paul speak of the Spirit’s presence with believers as 
the guarantee of their resurrection and eternal inheritance (Rom. 8:11, 15-17; 
Eph. 1:13-14), this letter speaks of the indwelling Christ as their hope of 
glory (v. 27).  But the presence and ministry of the Spirit are implied here 
and there in Colossians—for example, in opposition to the “flesh” as the 
source of true knowledge. 
p. 44 
 
 
 
(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 

Hendrickson. Copyright – Unknown.  
 
Since then, my inward experience has often been a wilderness; but Thou hast 
owned me still as Thy beloved, and poured streams of love and grace into me 
to gladden me, and make me fruitful.  Yea, when my outward circumstances 
have been at the worst, and I have wandered in a land of drought, Thy sweet 
presence has solaced me.  Men have not known me when scorn has awaited 
me, but Thou hast known my soul in adversities, for no affliction dims the 
luster of Thy love.  Most gracious Lord, I magnify Thee for all Thy 
faithfulness to me in trying circumstances, and I deplore that I should at any 
time have forgotten Thee and been exalted in heart, when I have owed all to 
Thy gentleness and love.  Have mercy upon Thy servant in this thing! 
p. 611 
 
 
 
(A Resilient Life by Gordon MacDonald) Nashville, TN: Nelson Books / 

Thomas Nelson Publishers. Copyright – Gordon MacDonald, 2004.  
 
In almost everything I have written through the years, I have managed at 
least once to quote my hero, nineteenth-century Anglican priest Charles 
Simeon.  One evening, when he was entertaining some of his closest friends, 
he said to them: 
 

I love to view all my Christian friends as fuel.  Having gathered you all 
together at my hearth, I warm myself at your fire, and find my 
Christian love burns and glows. 

p. 84 
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(Our Lord Prays For His Own: Thoughts on John 17 by Marcus Rainsford) 
Grand Rapids, MI: Moody Press.  Copyright – Kregel Publications, 
1985. 

 
 “These! are in the world.”  We might almost imagine Him looking at 
them, in the intensity of His love, and stretching forth His hand toward them, 
as He speaks—“these!”  Thine own gift to Me, My Father, Thine own portion, 
My Father; these!  the children, the helpless ones, the flock, My redeemed; 
“these are in the world,”  they are My life, My Bride, My joy, My glory, My 
portion, My all; “these are in the world”; they are not of the world, Our love 
hath taken them out of it, they are raised above it, yet they are in the world. 
p. 177 
 
 
 
(The Holy Wild: Trusting in the Character of God by Mark Buchanan) 

Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – M.A. Buchanan, Inc., 2003.  
 

What if it were not so?  What if God only loved as I did—
proportionally, moderately, prudently, frugally, as it suited Him?  When it 
was convenient.  When there was charm in the other to woo Him.  When 
there was something love-worthy in the other, something there to draw love 
out.  When there was a twinge of guilt, a nagging sense of personal debt. 

Fifty cents and that’s all. 
What if it were not so?  What if God loved as I did? 
But He didn’t love that way.  He loved us as only the God who is love 

can: with a washbasin, a wounded side, a fatted calf, a cross on his back, 
while we were still enemies.  From inside the camp. 

He loved us with all the riches of heaven, lavished on the least of these, 
the worst of sinners. 
p. 89 
 
 
 
(Stones of Fire by Isobel Kuhn)  Littleton, CO: OMF Books. Copyright– OMF 

International, 2005. 
 
 One brave missionary who elected to stay behind with the Chinese 
Church when others of her mission were withdrawing wrote: “We must out-
love, out-serve, out-sacrifice any others who claim to have a way to solve life’s 
problems.” 
p. 176 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C. 
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
“Thou hast left thy first love.” “Is that serious?” saith one.  It is the most 
serious ill of all; for the church is the bride of Christ, and for a bride to fail in 
love is to fail in all things. 1926.580 
 
As a church we must love Jesus, or else we will have lost our reason for 
existence. 1926.581 
p. 74 
 
 
 
(Outlive Your Life: You Were Made to Make a Difference by Max Lucado)  

Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– Max Lucado, 2010. 
 
 After the game the teams gathered in the middle of the field to say a 
prayer.  One of the incarcerated players asked to lead it.  Coach Hogan 
agreed, not knowing what to expect.  “Lord,” the boy said, “I don’t know how 
this happened, so I don’t know how to say thank you, but I never would’ve 
known there was so many people in the world that cared about us.” 
p. 124 
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Thinking About Friends 
 
One day a teacher asked her students to list the names of the other students 
in the room on two sheets of paper, leaving a space between each name.  
Then she told them to think of the nicest thing they could say about each of 
their classmates and write it down.  
 
It took the remainder of the class period to finish their assignment, and as 
the students left the room, each one handed in the papers.  
 
That Saturday, the teacher wrote down the name of each student on a 
separate sheet of paper, and listed what everyone else had said about that 
individual.  
 
On Monday she gave each student his or her list.  Before long, the entire 
class was smiling.  “Really?” she heard whispered.  “I never knew that I 
meant anything to anyone!” and, “I didn’t know others liked me so much.” 
were most of the comments.  
 
No one ever mentioned those papers in class again.  She never knew if they 
discussed them after class or with their parents, but it didn’t matter.  The 
exercise had accomplished its purpose.  The students were happy with 
themselves and one another.  That group of students moved on.   
 
Several years later, one of the students was killed in Vietnam and his teacher 
attended the funeral of that special student.  She had never seen a 
serviceman in a military coffin before.  He looked so handsome, so mature.  
The church was packed with his friends.  One by one those who loved him 
took a last walk by the coffin.  The teacher was the last one to bless the coffin.  
 
As she stood there, one of the soldiers who acted as pallbearer came up to 
her.  “Were you Mark’s math teacher?” he asked.  She nodded: “yes.”   Then 
he said: “Mark talked about you a lot.”  
 
After the funeral, most of Mark’s former classmates went together to a 
luncheon.  Mark’s mother and father were there, obviously waiting to speak 
with his teacher.  
 
“We want to show you something,” his father said, taking a wallet out of his 
pocket.  “They found this on Mark when he was killed. We thought you might 
recognize it.”  
 
Opening the billfold, he carefully removed two worn pieces of notebook paper 
that had obviously been taped, folded and refolded many times.  The teacher 
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knew without looking that the papers were the ones on which she had listed 
all the good things each of Mark’s classmates had said about him.  “Thank 
you so much for doing that,” Mark’s mother said.  “As you can see, Mark 
treasured it.”  
 
All of Mark’s former classmates started to gather around.  Charlie smiled 
rather sheepishly and said, “I still have my list.  It’s in the top drawer of my 
desk at home.”  Chuck’s wife said, “Chuck asked me to put his in our wedding 
album.”  “I have mine too,” Marilyn said.  “It’s in my diary.”  Then Vicki, 
another classmate, reached into her pocketbook, took out her wallet and 
showed her worn and frazzled list to the group.  “I carry this with me at all 
times,” Vicki said and without batting an eyelash, she continued: “I think we 
all saved our lists.”  
 
That’s when the teacher finally sat down and cried.  She cried for Mark and 
for all his friends who would never see him again.  
 
So please, tell the people you love and care for, that they are special and 
important.  Tell them, before it is too late. 
 
(Received via email from David Stubblefield, November 21, 2005) 
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As we come to the end of our first study on: 
 

Stage #1: Christ Changed My Life 
 
the obvious QUESTIONS that come before for us is: 
 

Has Christ changed your life? 
 
Has there been a work of faith that has manifested itself in the love for 
the saints and a patient endurance of hope? 

 
 
When the Apostle Paul writes to the Thessalonian saints, he commends them 
for the: 
 

WORK OF FAITH, 
 

LABOR OF LOVE, and 
 

PATIENT ENDURANCE OF HOPE. 
 
 
These are the symptoms for the real disease.  If the change has not taken 
place, would you not reach out right now and receive Jesus Christ by faith, 
and prove Him to see whether or not He’ll be faithful in His work. 
 
 
As a Christian, is the Gospel of Jesus Christ still changing your life so that 
others see you like PAUL SAW EPAPHRAS: 
 

1. a “beloved” brother, 
 

2. a “fellow bond-slave,” 
 

3. the one “who is faithful,” and 
 

4. “a servant of [Jesus] Christ”? 
 
 
My prayer for each of you is that God might continue, not only to work the 
initial change when you come by faith to Christ, but the continuous change 
which is a manifestation of growth. 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
 
LESSON #1:  You don’t realize that Jesus is all you need until Jesus is all 

you have. 
 
 
LESSON #2:  Christ is all you need.  It is Christ + nothing. 
 
 
LESSON #3:  The greatest argument for the validity of the Christian 

experience is that Jesus Christ changes lives.  He changes hatred into 
love, isolation into fellowship, loneliness into communion, anxiety into 
trust, fear into faith, and selfishness into service. 

 
 
LESSON #4:  Spiritual growth is a progressive change into Christlikeness by 

the believer. 
 
 
LESSON #5:  Are you presently in the center of God’s will? 
 
 
LESSON #6:  How would God characterize your life?  Faithful or unfaithful? 
 
 
LESSON #7:  Truly the unhappiest people in the world are not unbelievers 

but Christians who are resisting the will of God for their lives. 
 
 
LESSON #8:  God’s greatest desire is fruit and faithfulness that comes from 

fellowship. 
 
 
LESSON #9:  Thanksgiving is the expression of the submissive heart. 
 
 
LESSON #10:  When I came to know Jesus Christ three wonderful things 

happened: (1) I put my faith in the Lord Jesus; (2) I had a deep love for 
others; and (3) I now have a hope laid up for me in heaven. 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #1 – Colossians 1 1-8.doc 

116 

LESSON #11:  The true Gospel bears fruit in the lives of others and it grows.  
Or you could say that it is fruitful and it spreads. 

 
 
LESSON #12:  What is your love level at this time? 
 
 
LESSON #13:  The single condition of salvation is faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 
 
LESSON #14:  Are you growing in this relationship with the Lord Jesus? 
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(Outlive Your Life: You Were Made to Make a Difference by Max Lucado)  
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– Max Lucado, 2010. 

 
 My favorite Ananias-type story involves a couple of college roommates.  
The Ananias of the pair was a tolerant soul.  He tolerated his friend’s late-
night drunkenness, midnight throw-ups, and all day sleep-ins.  He didn’t 
complain when his friend disappeared for the weekend or smoked cigarettes 
in the car.  He could have requested a roommate who went to church more or 
cursed less or cared about something other than impressing girls. 
 But he hung with his personal Saul, seeming to think that something 
good could happen if the guy could pull his life together.  So he kept cleaning 
up the mess, inviting his roommate to church, and covering his back. 
 I don’t remember a bright light or a loud voice.  I’ve never traveled a 
desert road to Damascus.  But I distinctly remember Jesus knocking me off 
my perch and flipping on the light. It took four semesters, but Steve’s 
example and Jesus’ message finally got through. 
 So if this book lifts your spirit, you might thank God for my Ananias, 
Steve Green. Even more, you might listen to that voice in your heart and look 
on your map for a street called Straight. 
pp. 138-39 
 
 
 
(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 

Hendrickson. Copyright – Unknown.  
 
How stands the case with us, is our heart fixed upon Jesus, is the sacrifice 
bound with cords to the horns of the altar?  Have we counted the cost, and 
are we solemnly ready to suffer all worldly loss for the Master’s sake?  The 
after gain will be an abundant recompense, for Egypt’s treasures are not to be 
compared with the glory to be revealed.  Orpah is heard of no more; in 
glorious ease and idolatrous pleasure her life melts into the gloom of death; 
but Ruth lives in history and in heaven, for grace has placed her in the noble 
line whence sprung the King of kings.  Blessed among women shall those be 
who for Christ’s sake can renounce all; but forgotten and worse than 
forgotten shall those be who in the hour of temptation do violence to 
conscience and turn back unto the world.  O that this morning we may not be 
content with the form of devotion, which may be no better than Orpah’s kiss, 
but may the Holy Spirit work in us a cleaving of our whole heart to our Lord 
Jesus. 
p. 700 
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Amazing Grace 
 
Commanding a slave vessel seems like a strange place to find a new 
Christian. But at last the inhuman aspects of the business began to pall on 
him, and he left the sea for good.  
 
While working as a tide surveyor he studied for the ministry, and for the last 
43 years of his life preached the gospel in Olney and London.  At 82, Newton 
said, “My memory is nearly gone, but I remember two things, that I am a 
great sinner, and that Christ is a great Saviour.”  No wonder he understood 
so well grace—the completely undeserved mercy and favor of God.  
 
Newton’s tombstone reads, “John Newton, Clerk, once an infidel and 
libertine, a servant of slaves in Africa, was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach 
the faith he had long labored to destroy.”  But a far greater testimony 
outlives Newton in the most famous of the hundreds of hymns he wrote:  
 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me, 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see.  
 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed.  
 
Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come. 
‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
 
http://www.joyfulheart.com/misc/newton.htm 
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I don’t know about you, but I feel like really praising the Lord for the change 
that has taken place in my life.  I know you must feel the same way.  I think 
it would be good for us to meditate in closing on the words of Charles 
Wesley’s great old hymn: 
 

Jesus, Lover of My Soul 
Words: Charles Wesley, Hymns and Sacred Poems, 1740. 

 
Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high. 
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, till the storm of life is past; 
Safe into the haven guide; O receive my soul at last. 
 
Other refuge have I none, hangs my helpless soul on Thee; 
Leave, ah! leave me not alone, still support and comfort me. 
All my trust on Thee is stayed, all my help from Thee I bring; 
Cover my defenseless head with the shadow of Thy wing. 
 
Wilt Thou not regard my call? Wilt Thou not accept my prayer? 
Lo! I sink, I faint, I fall—Lo! on Thee I cast my care; 
Reach me out Thy gracious hand!  While I of Thy strength receive, 
Hoping against hope I stand, dying, and behold, I live. 
 
Thou, O Christ, art all I want, more than all in Thee I find; 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind. 
Just and holy is Thy Name, I am all unrighteousness; 
False and full of sin I am; Thou art full of truth and grace. 
 
Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my sin; 
Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within. 
Thou of life the fountain art, freely let me take of Thee; 
Spring Thou up within my heart; rise to all eternity. 
 
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/j/l/jlmysoul.htm 
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