
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Practical Study of 
 

COLOSSIANS: How Christians Grow 
 

“Christ Is All and in All” 
 
 

Stage #11 – Colossians 4:2-6 
 

CHRIST IN MY WITNESS 
 

“BEARING FRUIT & MULTIPLYING IMPACT” 
 
 
Key Verse: Colossians 4:5 
 

In wisdom be ordering your behavior towards those outside, buying  
up for yourselves the time (making the most of the time). 

 
 
Text: 
v. 2  Be busily engaged in prayer, being wide awake about it with thanksgiving; 
v. 3  praying at the same time also for us, that God would open for us a door for 
the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, because of which I also have been 
bound; 
v. 4  in order that I may make it plain as I ought to speak. 
v. 5  In wisdom be ordering your behavior towards those outside, buying up for 
yourselves the time (making the most of the time). 
v. 6  Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, to the end that 
you know how you ought to answer everyone. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 
(The Medicine Keepers by J. B. Allen) Lubbock, TX: Grey Horse Press. 

Copyright - J. B. Allen, 1997.  
 
A Rare Treat 
 
We was settin’ on the bunkhouse steps while twilight fled the dark, 
Sorta takin’ in the newness of the spring, 
When a one-eyed pickup topped the rise and coasted to the gate, 
Startin’ questions as to who that wreck could bring. 
 
In the dim light left to see by one old man stepped nimbly out, 
Startin’ ancient spurs to singin’ in the dusk, 
Gittin’ drownded out completely as he halloowed-up the camp 
In a manner best described as plenty brusque. 
 
Seemed the boss had sent ‘im out to help with brandin’ fer a spell, 
Though we wondered at what help ol’ gramps could be, 
Takin’ odds he’d draw his wages in the span of seven days 
As the drives began to stiffen hip and knee. 
 
We dropped ‘im on the shortest rides and had ‘im mark the ears 
As we [were] taken turns at all the other jobs, 
While he roused us up each mornin’ with a verse of “Clementine” 
That’d loosen up a winter teepee’s stobs. 
 
Well, we lost our bets and eat some crow as two months came and went 
‘Cause by now we never cut ‘im any slack, 
Fer he’d [fill] in on them other tasks as circumstance required 
With a skill that showed us all a master’s knack. 
 
As the last big bunch was penned and stripped and irons were gray with heat, 
The boss showed up a leadin’ one old bay, 
Askin’ quiet and plumb politely, when the wagon-boss came ‘round, 
If he and that old man could drag that day. 
 
Since we’d penned the cows from handy traps and had a world of time, 
Frog had planned to let the old man drag a few 
So we figgered on a bit of rest with them two ropin’ heels, 
Thinkin’, after two months time, that it was [his] due. 
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They never missed a loop or stopped their horse till we were through, 
Makin’ bag and earmark count at two-oh-six, 
And the boss was sorta grinnin’ with some mischief in his eye 
As he interduced us all to Granpa Hicks. 
 
The old man straightened slowly as he coiled that limber twine, 
A twinkle in them eyes that once were brown, 
Sayin’, “Boys, I’d like to thank you for the way you do your jobs,”  
And died before his body hit the ground. 
pp. 78-79 
 
 
 
(The Barbarian Way: Soul Cravings by Erwin Raphael McManus)  Nashville, 

TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– Erwin Raphael McManus, 2005. 
 
 But my favorite of all is the group designation for rhinos.  You see, rhinos 
can run at thirty miles an hour, which is pretty fast when you consider how 
much weight they’re pulling.  They’re actually faster than squirrels, which can 
run at up to twenty-six miles an hour.  And even then, who’s going to live in 
dread of a charging squirrel?  (Sorry—that was a bit off the point.)  Running at 
thirty miles an hour is faster than a used Pinto will go.  Just one problem with 
this phenomenon.  Rhinos can see only thirty feet in front of them.  Can you 
imagine something that large moving in concert as a group, plowing ahead at 
thirty miles an hour with no idea what’s at thirty-one feet?  You would think 
that they would be far too timid to pick up full steam, that their inability to see 
far enough ahead would paralyze them to immobility.  But with that horn 
pointing the way, rhinos run forward full steam ahead without apprehension, 
which leads us to their name. 
 Rhinos moving together at full speed are known as a crash.  Even when 
they’re just hanging around enjoying the watershed, they’re called a crash 
because of their potential.  You’ve got to love that.  I think that’s what we’re 
supposed to be.  That’s what happens when we become barbarians and shake 
free of domestication and civility.  The church becomes a crash.  We become an 
unstoppable force.  We don’t have to pretend we know the future.  Who cares 
that we can see only thirty feet ahead?  Whatever’s at thirty-one feet needs to 
care that we’re coming and better get out of the way. 
 We need to move together as God’s people, a barbarian tribe, and become 
the human version of the rhino crash.  The future is uncertain, but we need to 
move toward it with confidence.  There’s a future to be created, a humanity to 
be liberated.  We need to stop wasting our time and stop being afraid of what we 
cannot see and do not know.  We need to move forward full force because of 
what we do know. 
pp. 137-8 
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(Grace Notes: Daily Readings with a Fellow Pilgrim by Philip Yancey)  Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Someone Cares Charitable Trust, 
2009. 

 
Out of Control 

 
 The last weekend of February 2007, I spoke at a historic church in Los 
Alamos, New Mexico.  When I spoke to the community on the subject of prayer 
that evening, I related some of my mountain-climbing adventures.  For 
instance, on the day my wife and I summitted Mt. Wilson we were still well 
above the safety of timberline when dark clouds moved in.  Lightning struck 
closer and closer.  “What do we do?” I asked our experienced companion. 
 “There’s really not much you can do,” he replied.  “The granite rock 
conducts electricity.  I’d recommend separating by at least a hundred yards or 
so—that way if one of us gets hit, another can go for help.  And squat down with 
your feet together to make yourself as small a target as possible.” 
 My wife and I looked at each other.  Finally I shrugged and said, “Honey, 
we’ve had a good life.  Let’s go together.”  We ditched our buzzing hiking poles 
and squatted down, as our friend suggested, but side by side, holding hands.  
For the next hour we got pummeled by rain, hail, sleet, snow, and a mixture of 
all at once, all the while counting the seconds between each lightning bolt that 
sizzled around us and the blast of thunder that followed. 
 “I learned an important lesson,” I told the folks who had gathered in the 
United Church.  “I am not in control.  I must tell you, as a freelance writer I’m 
something of a control freak.  I have to be.  Since I have no boss telling me what 
to do, I have to organize my own life, and most of the time I go around feeling 
like I’m in control.  As I learned atop Mt. Wilson, that’s an illusion.” 
 I went on to say that this mountain-climbing lesson actually applies all 
the time.  “Even when I think I’m in control, I’m not.  I could die of a heart 
attack right in front of you before finishing this sentence.”  Some in the 
audience laughed nervously.  “Or I could have an auto accident driving back to 
Denver tomorrow—probably far more likely than getting hit by lightning on Mt. 
Wilson.”  More laughter. . . . 

Trip notes, later included in some editions 
of Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference? 

p. 78 
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The first thing we are going to be confronted with in our passage for study is 
PRAYER. 
 
 
I thought it would be good for us to meditate for a moment on George 
Washington’s “Earnest Prayer”: 
 
(In God We Still Trust by Dr. Richard G. Lee) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson.  

Copyright – Thomas Nelson, Inc., 2009. 
 
GEORGE WASHINGTON’S 
“EARNEST PRAYER” 
 
The prayer below was written by Washington at Newburgh, New York, at the 
close of the Revolutionary War on June 14, 1783.  It was sent to the thirteen 
governors of the newly freed states in a “Circular Letter Addressed to the 
Governors of all the States on the Disbanding of the Army.” 
 I now make it my earnest prayer that God would have you, and the State 
over which you preside, in His holy protection; that He would incline the hearts 
of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to 
government, to entertain a brotherly affection and love for one another, for their 
fellow-citizens of the United States at large, and particularly for brethren who 
have served in the field; and finally that He would most graciously be pleased to 
dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to demean ourselves with that 
charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind, which were the characteristics of 
the Divine Author of our blessed religion, and without an humble imitation of 
whose example in these things, we can never hope to be a happy nation. 
p. 43 
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We have been studying together in the BOOK OF COLOSSIANS: 
 

Stages in Our Relationship with Christ 
 

Stage #1: Christ Changed My Life (1:1-8) 
 
Stage #2: The Will, Walk, and Work of Christ (1:9-14) 
 
Stage #3: Christ in First Place (1:15-20) 
 
Stage #4: Maturing in Christ (1:21-2:3) 
 
Stage #5: Living in Christ (2:4-8) 
 
Stage #6: Christ Living in Me (2:9-15) 
 
Stage #7: Christ, Not Legalism (2:16-23) 
 
Stage #8: Christ in My Mind (3:1-11) 
 
Stage #9: Christ in the Word (3:12-17) 
 
Stage #10: Christ in My Family (3:18-4:1) 

 
 
Now we come to: 
 

Stage #11: Christ in My Witness (4:2-6) 
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You Forgot My Soul 
 

You lived next door to me for years 
We shared our dreams, our joys, and tears. 
A friend to me you were indeed . . . 
A friend who helped me when in need. 
 
My faith in you was strong and sure 
We had such trust as should endure. 
No spats between us ever rose; 
Our friends were like . . . and so our foes. 
 
What sadness then, my friend, to find 
That after all you weren’t so kind. 
The day my life on earth did end 
I found you weren’t a faithful friend. 
 
For all those years we spent on earth 
You never talked of second birth. 
You never spoke of my lost soul 
And of the Messiah Who’d make me whole. 
 
I plead today from Hell’s cruel fire 
And tell you now my last desire. 
You cannot do a thing for me . . . 
No words today my bonds will free. 
 
But do not err, my friend, again; 
Do all you can for souls of men. 
Plead with them now quite earnestly, 
Lest they be cast in Hell with me. 
 

Author Unknown 
 
http://bible.org/node/15946 
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Dr. James Steward, professor of New Testament at the University of Edinberg, 
described what he thought is the greatest threat to the church.  He said: 
 
The greatest threat to Christianity is not communism, atheism, materialism, or 
humanism.  It is Christians trying to sneak into heaven incognito without ever 
sharing their faith, without ever living out the Christian life as salt of the earth 
and light of the world.” 
 
http://www.stjohngrandbay.org/wtdoc/Sun_Feb_6_2011.pdf 
 
 
 
Tragically, these people have the truth, but not enough to keep them from 
forgetting that: 
 
Evangelism is just one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread.  

D. T. Niles 
 
http://quotationsbook.com/quote/12792/ 
 
 
As we come to this particular section of Paul’s letter in Colossians, we find 
THREE INGREDIENTS OF A GOOD WITNESS: 
 

1. He is concerned enough to PRAY, 
 
2. He is careful with his CONDUCT, and 
 
3. He COMMUNICATES WITH COMPASSION. 

 
 
Let’s begin our journey through these FIVE VERSES of Colossians 4. 
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v. 2  Be busily engaged in prayer, being wide awake about it with thanksgiving;  
 
 
 
There are FOUR SUBJECTS we are going to address in these verses: 
 

1. COMMUNION, 
 
2. CONTACT, 
 
3. CONCERN, and 
 
4. COMMUNICATION. 

 
 
The passage will CONCLUDE with the ULTIMATE PURPOSE. 
 
 
 
The NET Bible then translates verse 2: 
 

Be devoted to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving.  
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 2: 
 

Pray diligently.  Stay alert, with your eyes wide open in gratitude.   
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Abbott says: 
 
 2-6.  Exhortation to constant prayer and thanksgiving, to which is added 
the apostle’s request that they would pray for himself in his work.  Practical 
advice as to wisdom in action and speech. 
p. 296 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
 2  Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving; 
and pray for us also, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the 
mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison, that I may make it clear, 
as I ought to speak. 
 5  Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the 
time.  Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how you ought to answer every one. 
p. 14 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
4.  Christian duties are to be faithfully performed (4:2-6) 
 
 The immediately preceding paragraph (3:18-4:1) consisted of a series of 
special appeals based on the several relationships in the Christian household.  
Now Paul returns to advice that applies to the entire church.  Most of what he 
says relates to the personal devotional life (vv.2-5), but the section closes with an 
appeal for wise behavior toward non-Christians (vv.5-6).  The injunctions given in 
this paragraph touch the two extremes of life—the hidden life of prayer, and the 
outward, busy life of the marketplace and the street. 
p. 840 
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Baxter says: 
 
II. PRACTICAL—“THAT YE WALK WORTHILY” 
        (iii.-iv.). 
 The new life—and believers individually (iii. 1-11) 
 The new life—and believers reciprocally (iii. 12-17) 
 The new life—and domestic relationships (iii. 18-21) 
 The new life—and employment obligations (iii. 22-iv. 1) 
 The new life—and “them that are without” (iv. 1-6) 
 

Personal addenda (iv. 7-18). 
p. 203 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 

VI. FINAL INSTRUCTIONS (iv. 2-6) 
 
a.  The duty of prayer (iv. 2-4) 
p. 95 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
 THE apostle now passes to more general admonitions.  But he places 
prayer in front, and he delights to contemplate it as the “ladder” which connects 
earth with heaven, by which the soul rises to highest communion, and spiritual 
blessings, like descending angels, come down to our world. 
p. 272 
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Garland says: 
 
 THE FINAL INSTRUCTIONS in 4:2-6 divide into two units with two 
imperatives: “Devote yourselves to prayer” (4:2a), and, “Be wise in the way you 
act [lit., walk] toward outsiders” (4:5).  Both pertain to the mission work.  Paul 
wants the Colossians to pray that he will have an open door to speak and that 
they themselves seize every opportunity and know how to answer others.  Both 
he and they are under a sense of “ought”: “how I must [dei] speak” (4:4; NIV “as 
I should”); “how you must [dei] answer” (4:6; NIV, omitted). 
p. 271 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 

II. IN THE WORLD (4:2-6) 
 
 The major didactic section of the epistle ends with these closing 
admonitions to all segments of the church membership.  Regardless of family or 
social status, all believers have responsibilities toward all men.  In the 
execution of household duties, these must not be neglected. 
pp. 154-5 
 
 
 
C. Henry says: 
 
4.  Exhortation to Prayer and to Walking in Wisdom (4:2-6) 
p. 330 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 

The Fullness in 
Communication 

COLOSSIANS 4:2-6 
p. 135 
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Ironside says: 
 

Concluding Exhortations 
 

(Chap. 4:2-6.) 
p. 165 
 
 
 
King says: 
 
WHAT a lot of time we spend—and sometimes waste—in talking.  So we may be 
quite sure that the ever-practical Paul will take up the matter, and deal with 
the various aspects of it from the Christian point of view. 
p. 109 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 

4.  Concluding exhortation. 
 

Respecting prayer, walk and speech. 
p. 79 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
 The connection: These three exhortations do not apply to particular 
classes, but are of a general character.  In fact they refer to that service in the 
gospel, which each member has to render; for they point to the ways in which 
the hindrances to that service may be removed.  They are based upon the 
thought: if you do your duty as Christians in general and particular alike, you 
render service not merely as members of the congregation, but as servants of 
the Church, you are not merely to be regulated by the will and word of the Lord, 
but also do your part in helping others to do the same. 
p. 80 
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Lightfoot says: 
 
 2-6.  ‘Be earnest and unceasing in prayer; keep your hearts and minds 
awake while praying: remember also (as I have so often told you) that 
thanksgiving is the goal and crown of prayer.  Meanwhile in your petitions 
forget not us—myself Paul—my fellow-labourer Timothy—your evangelist 
Epaphras—all the teachers of the Gospel; but pray that God may open a door 
for the preaching of the word, to the end that we may proclaim the free offer of 
grace to the Gentiles—that great mystery of Christ for which I am now a 
prisoner in bonds.  So shall I declare it fearlessly, as I am bound to proclaim it.  
Walk wisely and discreetly in all your dealings with unbelievers; allow no 
opportunity to slip through your hands, but buy up every passing moment.  Let 
your language be always pervaded with grace and seasoned with salt.  So will 
you know how to give a fit answer to each man, as the occasion demands.’ 
pp. 230-1 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 In 4:2-6 Paul continues the discussion of the new man in Christ that he 
began in 3:5.  In 3:5-17 he discussed the personal characteristics of the new 
man.  In 3:18-4:1, he discussed the home life of the new man.  In this passage he 
broadens the scope of his discussion to include unbelievers (cf. 4:5).  He focuses 
especially on the speech of the new man, because that is something the 
watching world will look at carefully when it evaluates Christianity.  Next to 
the thoughts, attitudes, and motives, it is also the most difficult area for 
believers to control. 
p. 178 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 In his discussion of the speech of the new man, Paul puts the emphasis 
on four areas: the speech of prayer, the speech of proclamation, the speech of 
performance, and the speech of perfection. 
p. 179 
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McGee says: 
 
 Now the next few verses present three more areas of Christian conduct 
which are important.  They are prayer, our public walk, and speech. 
p. 362 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 

Final Admonitions: Persistence in Prayer 
and Right Behavior toward Outsiders 

(4:2-6) 
p. 235 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
 The paragraph contains three sentences: verses 2-4, which contain 
encouragements for prayer, thanksgiving and intercession, and verses 5 and 6 
which give directions as to how the Colossians are to behave in their 
relationships with outsiders. 
p. 235 
 
 
 
Parker says: 
 
 THE Apostle is always practical.  He was never so eloquent, in the noblest 
sense of that term, as in the Epistle to the Colossians, and the Epistle to the 
Ephesians.  These two Epistles, which ought to be read one after the other, 
seem to show Paul in his amplest power, wisdom, and religious joy.  He always 
had a short way back from the highest ecstasy to the most simple practical 
exhortation. 
p. 64 
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Patzia says: 
 
Exhortations to Pray and Witness 
(Col. 4:2-6) 
p. 96 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
Let every man who is really redeemed by the blood of Jesus have something to 
do, and do it.  I wish I could go round the whole of this company this morning 
and say, “Brother, do you serve the lord Christ?  Sister, do you the same?” but I 
will ask conscience to be my deputy, and leave your own hearts to answer the 
question.  Brother, sister, do you really serve Christ, or does it amount to this, 
that you enjoy hearing, you enjoy singing, and so on, but you do nothing for 
Jesus?  Bestir yourself, dear brother, put out your talent to interest.  Your Lord 
has said, “Occupy till I come.” 
p. 657 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
A Christian’s 
Conduct Before the World 
Colossians 4:2-6 
 
 Every Christian lives in a glass house.  A Christian is the most 
interesting spectacle on our earth, for he makes the most staggering of claims 
for himself.  He claims to be the child of God and an heir of heaven.  As such, he 
is an epistle known and read of all men. 
 Paul said that three things must characterize a Christian’s conduct 
before the world.  He must be a man of prayer, he must walk in wisdom, and he 
must speak with grace. 
p. 160 
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Wiersbe says: 
 
 Praying (2-4, 12-13).  Prayer involves a persevering will, an alert mind, 
and a grateful heart; and our requests should be specific and related to the 
ministry of the Word.  Paul asked not for an open prison door but for an open 
door of ministry (1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Rev. 3:7-8). 
 Witnessing (5-6).  The unsaved are outside the family of God, and it is 
our task to bring them in.  Effective witness involves walking wisely, being alert 
to every opportunity, and being careful in what we say and how we say it (1 Pet. 
3:15-17). 
p. 785 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
 Be giving constant attention to prayer, constantly vigilant in it with 
thanksgiving, praying at the same time also for us, that God would open for us 
a door for the Word, that we may speak the mystery of the Christ, because of 
which [mystery] also I have been bound, in order that I may make it plain as it 
is necessary in the nature of the case for me to speak.  In wisdom be ordering 
your behavior towards those on the outside, buying up for yourselves the 
strategic, opportune time.  Your word, let it always be with graciousness, with 
salt thoroughly seasoned, to the end that you know how it is necessary in the 
nature of the case to answer everyone. 
pp. 38-39 
 
 
There are THREE THINGS Paul is going to say about PRAYER here in  
verse 2: 
 

1. “BE BUSILY ENGAGED IN PRAYER,” 
 
2. “BEING WIDE AWAKE ABOUT IT,” and 
 
3. “WITH THANKSGIVING.” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these first three verses and then says: 
 
Perfecting one’s prayer life (4:2-4). 
 
 4:2. Paul not only practiced a mature prayer life (cf. 1:3-12) but he also 
prescribed it for all believers.  They should devote themselves to (lit., “persist, 
continue in”; . . .) prayer.  Prayer is not a spiritual luxury; it is essential for 
growth.  Prayer—as vital to one’s spiritual health as breathing is to one’s 
physical health—should be continual . . . not casual.  In his praying, a Christian 
should be watchful (“alert, aware”) against spiritual drowsiness caused by 
attention to the world . . . and/or by the wiles of the devil . . . Being thankful 
should always accompany prayer . . . for it places a believer in the proper 
attitude before God . . . 
 
 
Psalm 105:4 (NIV) 
 

Look to the Lord and his strength;  
seek his face always.  

 
 
Romans 12:12 (NASB) 
 

rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,  
 
 
Ephesians 6:18 (NASB) 
 

With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this 
in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the 
saints,  

 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NASB) 
 

pray without ceasing;  
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There are going to be FOUR COMMANDS coming from the inspired pen of the 
Apostle in this passage: 
 

1. verse 2—“BE BUSILY ENGAGED IN PRAYER, BEING WIDE 
AWAKE ABOUT IT WITH THANKSGIVING.” 

 
 
The very first FOCUS of the Apostle is to be sure that the: 
 

COMMUNION between the Christian and his Lord is OPEN AND 
CLEAR and  
 
HEART OF THE BELIEVER is SUBMISSIVE AND OBEDIENT. 

 
 
Here we come now to PAUL’S FIRST ADMONITION or COMMAND in this 
section: 
 

“BE BUSILY ENGAGED IN PRAYER.” 
 
 
The Apostle Paul is a real example to his fellow believers at this point. 
 
 
Colossians 1:3 (DAV) 
 

We are giving thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying for you at all times, 

 
 
Colossians 1:9 (DAV) 
 

Because of this, we also from the day we heard are not ceasing in your 
behalf praying and asking (petitions and definite requests), in order that 
you might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding, 
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“AND HELP US THIS AND EVERYDAY TO LIVE MORE NEARLY AS WE 
PRAY.” 
 
 
Matthew 26:41 (KJV) 
 

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak. 

 
 
1 John 5:14-15 (DAV) 
 

And this is the boldness (confidence) which we are having toward Him, 
that if we are asking anything according to His will, He is hearing us.  
And if we are knowing that He is hearing us, whatever we are asking, we 
are knowing that we are having the requests which we have asked from 
Him. 

 
 
 
Dr. Pentecost in his book Design for Discipleship says: 
 
A child of God is dependent on God.  He looks to the hand of his Master for a 
signal to tell him when to move and when to stay.  He is called back to the 
Master’s side by a word or the sound of a note on the shepherd’s pipe.  He 
attends constantly on the word and the will of the Master.  When the disciples 
asked the Lord to teach them to pray, they were not saying simply, “Lord, teach 
us to say our prayers.”  That can be a mechanical thing.  They were saying, 
“Lord, teach us all that is involved in depending on God as our Master the same 
way the faithful dog depends on his master.” 
p. 80 
 
 
 
Dr. Hendricks tells of leading a fellow to Christ and then taking him to a Bible 
study and prayer meeting.  The fellow was really concerned about his inability 
to pray like all the other Christians.  After Dr. Hendricks encouraged him, this 
was his prayer: 
 
Lord, this is Jim.  I’m the one that met You last Thursday night.  I hope You 
will forgive me ‘cause I can’t say it the way these guys can.  Maybe if I know 
You as long as they do, I’ll do a better job; but I would like You to know from the 
bottom of my heart I really do love You.  Thanks, Lord.  Amen. 
(source unknown) 
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CREED FOR GRATEFUL SUFFERERS 
 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve.  
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey.  
I asked for health, that I might do great things. 
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things.  
I asked for riches, that I might be happy. 
I was given poverty, that I might become wise.  
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men. 
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need for God.  
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life. 
I was given Life, that I might enjoy all things.  
I got nothing that I asked for—but everything I had hoped for. 
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers and true needs were 

fulfilled.  
I am, among men, most richly blessed.  

 
http://www.psalm40.org/sufferer.html 
 
 
Paul says: 
 

“BE BUSILY ENGAGED IN PRAYER.” 
 
 
It is THROUGH PRAYER that: 
 

I experience COMMUNICATION with the Father, 
 

I receive His CORRECTION, and 
 

I develop a CONCERN for those who do not know Him. 
 
 
To “BE BUSILY ENGAGED IN PRAYER” I’ve got to be working at it.  It must 
be top priority in my schedule.  I must give it my best shot! 
 
 
John 16:24 (KJV) 
 

Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full. 
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Dr. Gaebelein, in commenting on this verse, says: 
 
The knowledge of our position in Christ, that we are in Him and have all in Him 
teaches us our dependence on Him.  The more we enter into all these things the 
greater will be our sense of the need of prayer and real communion with God.  
. . . “nothing is too small to enlist His love; nothing too great for His strength, 
and nothing too difficult for His wisdom.”   
p. 81 
 
 
Romans 5:2 (KJV) 
 

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand,  
. . . 

 
 
Jesus Christ in His death on Calvary has made it possible for us to have access 
into the very presence of our Heavenly Father by His death on Calvary’s cross. 
 
 
Hebrews 10:22 (TLB) 
 

Let us go right in, to God himself, with true hearts fully trusting him to 
receive us, because we have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make 
us clean, and because our bodies have been washed with pure water [of 
baptism by the Holy Spirit]. 

 
 
1 Peter 5:7 (NASB) 
 

casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.  
 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 (NASB) 
 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 
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Martha Snell Nicholson wrote: 
 

He who has charge of planets 
Is mindful still of me; 
Though I am weak and sinful, 
He heeds my faintest plea. 
 
From scenes of radiant splendor 
He notes one crimson drop 
Of my heart’s lonely bleeding; 
The choiring angels stop. 
 
And gaze, all lost in wonder, 
As He, the undefiled, 
Stoops low in love to succor 
His sinful, suffering child. 

 
http://ifphc.org/pdf/PentecostalEvangel/1950-1959/1957/1957_03_24.pdf 
 
 
 
There are TWO THINGS he says about our PRAYERS: 
 

1. “BEING WIDE AWAKE ABOUT IT.” 
 
 
How practical the Apostle is at this point.  Have you ever noticed when you get 
ready to pray, how sleepy you become?   
 
 
The words of the Savior in the GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE are so piercing. 
 
 
Matthew 26:40 (KJV) 
 

And he comes to the disciples, and finds them asleep, and said to Peter, 
What, could you not watch with me one hour? 
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How unprepared we are for life’s greatest moments because we have slept 
instead of praying. 
 
 
It is through my times of prayer that I am burdened for those around me who 
do not know Jesus Christ.  I am sensitized as a result of praying to be 
constructively involved in their lives in helping to meet their needs. 
 
 
 2. Our prayers are to be offered “WITH THANKSGIVING.” 
 
 
This note has been sounded many times in this little letter.  Could we but learn 
this was the KEY to Paul’s ability to rise above his circumstances and he was 
thankful for all things. 
 
 
“THANKSGIVING” is an expression of my TRUST. 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 

“The most important question is not how much work is being done but how 
much Jesus is doing through you.  Look up; God’s ceiling is unlimited.  Learn to 

look on Jesus, and more and more you will find that Jesus is directing your 
wandering look toward the Holy Spirit.” 

Corrie Ten Boom 
p. 342 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
Communication: Sharing Our Most with God (v. 2) 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA:  Believers should pray with diligence, awareness, and 
thanks. 
p. 344 
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Barclay says: 
 
Paul would never write a letter without urging the duty and the privilege of 
prayer on his friends. 
 He tells them to persevere in prayer.  Even for the best of us, there comes 
times when prayer seems to be unavailing, and when our prayers seem to 
penetrate no farther than the walls of the room in which we pray.  At such a 
time the remedy is not to stop praying, but to go on praying; for in the man who 
prays spiritual dryness cannot last. 
 He tells them to be vigilant in prayer.  Literally the Greek means to be 
wakeful in prayer.  Quite literally the phrase could well mean that Paul is 
telling them not to go to sleep when they pray.  Maybe he was thinking of the 
time on the Mount of Transfiguration when the disciples fell asleep, and that it 
was only when they were awake again that they saw the glory (Luke 9:32).  Or, 
maybe he was thinking of that time in the Garden of Gethsemane when Jesus 
prayed and when His disciples slept (Matthew 26:40).  It is true that at the end 
of a hard day sleep often comes upon us when we try to pray. 
p. 198 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
2  Here is a general appeal for prayerfulness.  The word for “devote yourselves” 
(GK 4674) is built on a root meaning “to be strong.”  It always connotes earnest 
adherence to a person or thing; here it implies persistence and fervor . . . “Being 
watchful” (lit., “keeping awake”; GK 1213) suggests constant spiritual alertness.  
So Christians must be watchful and active in prayer, alive in the fullest sense, 
never careless, mechanical, or dull and heavy . . . “Being thankful” refers to the 
spirit in which prayers should be offered . . . 
p. 840 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving.NRSV  As 

he began to draw his letter to a close, Paul turned his focus back to the 
church as a whole, reminding the Colossians of their corporate 
responsibilities. 
 The believers were responsible to pray; prayer was their lifeline to 
God.  To devote themselves to prayer meant that they should be 
persistent and unwilling to give up, even though their prayers may seem 
to go unanswered.  Paul’s advice to the Thessalonians to “pray 
continually” (1 Thessalonians 5:17 NIV) has the same meaning.  Their 
devotion to prayer did not mean that they should spend all their time on 
their knees, but that they should have a prayerful attitude at all times.  
This attitude would be built upon acknowledging their dependence on 
God, realizing his presence within them, and determining to obey him 
fully.  Then they would find it natural to pray frequent, spontaneous, 
short prayers.  A prayerful attitude is not a substitute for regular times 
of prayer but should be an outgrowth of those times.  

p. 227 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
 They also ought to be keeping alert in prayer.  Paul may have been 
referring to not dozing off, to being alert in their devotion, or to being alert for 
God’s answers and then thankful when they came.  More likely, he was focusing 
on the anticipation of the Lord’s coming.  The Lord could return at any time, so 
believers should be found alert and waiting. 
p. 227 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Thankfulness implies understanding all that God has done and anticipating 
what he promises. 
p. 227 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
TIRED OF PRAYING? 
Have you ever grown tired of praying for something or someone?  Paul says we 
should be devoted and alert in prayer.  Our vigilance is an expression of our 
faith that God answers our prayers.  Faith shouldn’t die if the answers come 
slowly, for the delay may be God’s way of working his will in our lives.  When 
you feel tired of praying, know that God is present, always listening, always 
answering—maybe not in ways you had hoped, but in ways that he knows are 
best.  
p. 228 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 2  As was evident in the introductory prayer (Col. 1:3), prayer and 
thanksgiving can never be dissociated from each other in the Christian life.  
The remembrance of former mercies not only produces spontaneous praise and 
worship; it is also a powerful incentive to renewed believing prayer.  Our Lord’s 
words to his disciples, “Keep awake, and pray not to fail in the test” (Mark 
14:38 par.), had special relevance to the trial of faith which faced them in the 
immediate future, but they have a message for his people at all times.  He 
taught his hearers that they “ought always to pray and not lose heart” (Luke 
18:1).  Men and women of persistent prayer are those who are constantly on the 
alert, alive to the will of God and the need of the world, and ready to give an 
account of themselves and their stewardship. 
p. 172 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
He returns to general exhortations, in which we must not expect an exact order, 
for in that case he would have begun with prayer, but Paul had not an eye to 
that.  Farther, as to prayer, he commends here two things; first, assiduity; 
secondly, alacrity, or earnest intentness.  For, when he says, continue, he 
exhorts to perseverance, while he makes mention of watching in opposition to 
coldness, and listlessness. 
 He adds, thanksgiving, because God must be solicited for present 
necessity in such a way that, in the mean time, we do not forget favours already 
received. 
p. 222 
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Carson says: 
 
2  To continue in prayer is not merely to maintain a habit.  There is the note of 
diligence and persistence, for this is a task from which a man is easily deflected.  
This thought is developed by the mention of watchfulness.  This affects not only 
prayer itself but also the manner in which it is offered.  Watchfulness suggests 
a danger to be avoided and this danger comes from two main quarters.  The evil 
one makes the believer careless, so that he neglects the very practice of prayer, 
or on the other hand he dulls his mind or distracts his thoughts.  Hence 
watchfulness means a disciplined attention to this continuous ministry, and it 
also involves a concentration of the whole being on its discharge.  Thanksgiving 
is mentioned as the characteristic element in prayer to which Paul constantly 
reverts, but also, surely, because praise imparts a spiritual freshness to prayer 
which acts as an antidote to that sluggishness of soul which he is here seeking 
to combat. 
pp. 95-96 
 
 
 
Dunnam says: 
 
 Be motivated by prayer, he says, “being vigilant in it with thanksgiving” 
(4:2).  To be bound with persons in prayer secures a relationship, keeps it whole 
and growing, in a way nothing else can.  When I pray for another from whom I 
may be estranged, I cannot remain the same in my feelings and in my 
separation from that person.  When I pray for another person about whom I 
genuinely care, or even for a person I may not know, the power of love and 
caring is so generated within me that it flows out into the life of the other, or is 
“passed on” to the other in ways I may not even recognize. 
 When I pray with another I am linked with that person in a way no other 
common experience can bind us.  There is no partnership comparable to a 
prayer partnership. 
p. 391 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
The apostle knew the benefit of prayer from his own experience, and he is 
therefore anxious that they should pray with persevering energy, and give 
himself a prominent place in their intercessions. 
p. 272 
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Fergusson says: 
 
 He exhorteth unto the exercise of prayer, and to some conditions required 
for the right discharging of this duty; as, first, instant and vehement 
persevering in it; secondly, watchfulness and fervency; thirdly, thankfulness. 
p. 369 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
Prayer is the most needed thing for those who are risen with Christ and know 
that they are complete in Him.  Without continued prayer the full realization of 
the great truths unfolded in this epistle is impossible.  Communion with God 
makes it all real.  “Continue steadfastly in prayer, and watch therein with 
thanksgiving.”  The knowledge of our position in Christ, that we are in Him and 
have all in Him teaches us our dependence on Him.  The more we enter into all 
these things the greater will be our sense of the need of prayer and real 
communion with God. 
p. 81 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
Prayer is, therefore, the greatest need for those who are risen with Christ.  And 
while we express in this way our utter dependence on Him, conscious of Himself 
and our union with Him, He also delights in our fellowship.  We can bring all to 
Him, “nothing is too small to enlist His love; nothing too great for His strength, 
and nothing too difficult for His wisdom.”  And there must be perseverance in it; 
a broken and interrupted communion soon tells in the life of the believer. 
p. 81 
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Gaebelein says: 
 
 In prayer we are “to watch therein and be thankful”—“Watch and pray” 
our Lord said to His disciples in the garden, and while He prayed more 
earnestly they slept . . . And again it is written, “Be ye therefore sober and 
watch unto prayer” . . . Our thoughts wander and our infirmities often become 
very evident in the exercise of this blessed privilege.  We must watch before we 
pray, watch while we pray and watch after we have prayed, and watch for the 
answer, not impatiently, but in child-like faith.  The spirit of praise and 
thanksgiving is needed for this watching. 
p. 82 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
THE IMPERATIVE “DEVOTE yourselves to prayer” is modified by a participle 
(“being watchful”) and a prepositional phrase (“in thanksgiving”).  Another 
participle directs them to pray for Paul and his associates so that a door might 
open to them. 
p. 271 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 Prayer is the very breath of spirituality.  Its absence indicates deadness 
and coldness.  Two of its motivations are concern for self and intercession for 
others.  It is not wrong to pray for oneself; in fact, Christ even prayed for 
Himself before He prayed for others (John 17).  In this section, the apostle 
wanted the Colossian believers to pray for themselves and then for him. 
p. 155 
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Gromacki says: 
 
In Gethsemane, Christ cautioned His disciples: “Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt. 
26:41).  He wanted them to watch with Him, not for Him (Matt. 26:38).  
Watchfulness involves mental alertness and spiritual vigilance, a sensitive 
awareness that one is in danger.  Peter, who was justly criticized in the garden, 
later warned: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” . . . 
p. 155 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 Third, these believers should pray “with thanksgiving.”  A believer must 
express gratitude to the God of peace for the peace which God gives and which 
stands as a sentry around his heart and mind (Phil. 4:6).  Thanksgiving 
acknowledges submission to the will of God (I Thess. 5:18). 
p. 156 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
As Paul is now approaching the close of the letter he issues certain admonitions 
of a general nature, as in 3:1-17; with emphasis on the positive, cf. 3:12-17.  It is 
not surprising that, having spoken about the word (3:16), the apostle now 
stresses the importance of prayer, for word and prayer belong together: in the 
former God speaks to us, in the latter we to him.  Says Paul: Persevere in 
prayer.  Prayer is the most important expression of the new life.  As such it is 
the means of obtaining for ourselves and for others the satisfaction of needs, 
both physical and spiritual.  It is also a divinely appointed weapon against the 
sinister attack of the devil and his angels, the vehicle for confession of sin, and 
the instrument whereby the grateful soul pours out its spontaneous adoration 
before the throne of God on high. 
p. 179 
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Hendriksen says: 
 
What the apostle has in mind is that, while continuing in prayer, the worshiper 
shall be alive to such matters as: a. his own needs and those of the family, 
church, country, world, b. the dangers that threaten he Christian community,  
c. the blessings received and promised, and (last but not least) d. the will of God. 
p. 179 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 Now when one is deeply and humbly conscious of blessings received and 
promised he will express his gratitude to God.  Hence, Paul continues: with 
thanksgiving. 
p. 180 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 It should be borne in mind that the man who issues this directive is a 
prisoner.  However, this prisoner is able to thank God even for his chains (Phil. 
1:12-14).  Surely, on the basis of the thought expressed so beautifully in Rom. 
8:28 the believer can be thankful for whatever happens to him. 
p. 180 
 
 
 
C. Henry says: 
 
 Paul has a few more exhortations.  First he urges continuance in prayer 
and, in accordance with the note struck earlier, reminds them of the place of 
thanksgiving. 
p. 330 
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Henry says: 
 
 This is the duty of everyone—to continue in prayer.  Watching in the 
same.  Christians should lay hold of all opportunities for prayer, and choose the 
fittest seasons, and keep their minds lively in the duty.—With thanksgiving.  
Thanksgiving must have a part in every prayer. 
p. 1874 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
 At the very heart of our communication must be full devotion to prayer.  
The idea here is persistence in prayer—continual prayer. 
p. 136 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
 One of the most common sins among Christians to-day is that of 
prayerlessness.  No doubt this has been true throughout the centuries.  And yet 
we are again and again not only exhorted, but distinctly commanded to pray. 
 
 “Men ought always to pray and not to faint.” 
 “Pray without ceasing.” 
 “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit.” 
 “Praying in the Holy Ghost.” 
 
 To these might be added many similar expressions, reminding us that 
prayer is in very truth “the Christian’s vital breath.”  It is the life of the new 
man.  
p. 165 
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Ironside says: 
 
 Prayer, is first of all, communion with God.  Our blessed Lord Himself, in 
the days of His flesh, is seen again and again leaving the company of His 
disciples and going out into some desert place on a mountain side, or into a 
garden, that His spirit might be refreshed as He bowed in prayer alone with the 
Father.  From such reasons of fellowship He returned to do His mightiest works 
and to bear witness to the truth.  And in this He is our great Exemplar.  We 
need to pray as much as we need to breathe.  Our souls will languish without it, 
and our testimony will be utterly fruitless if we neglect it.  We are told to 
continue in prayer. 
pp. 166-7 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
We are to learn to talk to Him and to quietly wait before Him, too, in order that 
we may hear His voice as He speaks to us.  We are bidden to bring everything to 
Him in prayer, assured that if we ask anything according to His will He heareth 
us. 
p. 167 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
 We need to be often reminded that we cannot pray as we should unless 
we are careful as to our walk before God, and so we are told not only to continue 
in prayer but to watch in the same, and that with thanksgiving.  “Watch and 
pray.”  Here are two things which must never be separated.  It is so easy to slip 
into a careless condition of soul, to become entangled amid worldly and unholy 
snares, so that we lose all spiritual discernment and our prayers become selfish; 
and when this is the case it is vain to think that we shall obtain anything from 
the Lord.  But where there is watchfulness and sobriety, with honest confession 
and self-judgment when we realize failure has come in, we can pray in fullest 
confidence, knowing that all hindrance is removed. 
pp. 167-8 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
2.  Continue—Greek, “Continue perseveringly,” “persevere” (Eph. 6:18), 
“watching thereunto”; here, “watch in the same,” or “in it,” i.e., in prayer: 
watching against the indolence as to prayer, and in prayer, of our corrupt wills.  
with thanksgiving—for everything, whether joyful, or sorrowful, mercies 
temporal and spiritual, national, family, and individual . . . 
p. 1327 
 
 
 
King says: 
 
 “Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving.”  (2. (a) 
“Prayer”—what a man of prayer he was himself, and how constantly we find 
him longing for the prayers of others.  He knows how much we Christians can 
do for one another if we can only pray: we could do nothing better for a man.  He 
reckoned it as one of the pieces of a Christian soldier’s armour—“Praying 
always”, Ephesians vi. 18.  I suggest that the list of armour does not end with 
verse 17.  We understand that Paul’s military guard was with him, Acts xxviii. 
16; and as he picked out the parts of the soldier’s accoutrement, he used each 
bit as a spiritual illustration of the Christian warrior’s equipment.  It seems 
that one item is missing from the catalogue—what was called the “greaves”, a 
protection for the shins and the knees.  Possibly the sentry of the moment was 
not wearing them just then, but our writer knew that the armour was not 
“whole” without them, and although because of their absence at the time he 
does not mention them by name, he won’t leave out the spiritual truth that they 
stand for.  The knees: why, prayer, of course. 
p. 109 
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King says: 
 
(2) Watch while you pray—lest any wandering thought come in to distract you 
from the holy business.  Arrest that thought at once, like a policeman on the 
watch, “bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of CHRIST”,  
2 Corinthians x. 5—arrest it “in the Name” of the King.  (3) Watch after you 
pray—looking out confidently for the answer.  Remember Charlotte Elliott’s 
reminder— 
 
  “Watch, as if on that alone 
   Hung the issue of the day; 
  Pray, that help may be sent down; 
   Watch and pray.”  
p. 110 
 
 
 
King says: 
 
 (c) “Thanksgiving”—prayer and thanksgiving are so often joined together 
by Paul.  This is our “Thank you” to prayer’s “Please”.  Do you feel that we are 
often guilty of shocking bad manners toward GOD, in that we frequently forget 
to thank Him for His answers to our prayers.  Moreover, how thankful we must 
ever be that we are privileged to pray to Him at all.  Let us, then, be careful to 
put this right. 
p. 110 
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Laurin says: 
 

 “Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving.” 
 
 This conveys several definite things to us.  Prayer prepares.  It is the 
beginning of all successful and profitable Christian experience.  If men and 
women are vital to God’s plan, it is equally true that prayer is vital to men and 
women.  An orchestra always tunes its instruments before the concert.  A 
carpenter sharpens his tools before his work.  An artist mixes his colors before 
he paints.  Prayer is like the tuning of an instrument and the sharpening of a 
tool.  Always pray before and for a successful day.  Put prayer at its beginning 
and we will find success at its ending. 
 

IN THE MORNING 
 

“I met God in the morning, 
When the day was at its best. 
And His presence came like sunshine, 
Like a glory in my breast. 
All day long, this Presence lingered, 
All day long, He stayed with me, 
And we sailed in perfect calmness 
O’er a very troubled sea. 
So I think I know the secret 
Learned from many a troubled way: 
You must seek Him in the morning 
If you want Him through the day.” 

pp. 174-5 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 
 Prayer is to be persevered in.  It is no religious interlude.  It is not a 
spiritual luxury.  It is not an emergency measure used in a crisis.  It is 
something to “continue in.” 
p. 175 
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Laurin says: 
 
 A good rule of life to remember is this: the way to get on in life is with 
your chin up and your knees down. 
p. 176 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 Hold fast steadfastly to prayer, watching therein in thanksgiving!  The 
verb means holding to something with strength and hence not neglecting or 
letting it drop.  So the first Christians held fast to the doctrine of the apostles 
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to the prayers . . . is the 
sacred word, prayer to God, and is here and in a number of other places used in 
the wide sense as including all forms of prayer and devotion to God.  Hence the 
Greek article “the prayer” which includes more than prayer in general, which 
also points definitely to the whole Christian prayer worship, public and private, 
for which the Colossians had been trained.  In that, Paul says, go on with full 
strength of mind and heart. 
p. 189 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 A third point is added in briefest form by means of a phrase: “in 
connection with thanksgiving.”  Let us leave the phrase where Paul places it.   
. . . “in prayer” so that “in thanksgiving” forms the sphere for all our praying 
and our watching.  This indicates Paul’s meaning: our great thankfulness for all 
that Christ has done for us and all with which he has filled us (2:9) . . . He has 
freed us from all superstitious fears; he has placed us into the pure and happy 
Christian life.  Cling to him in prayer and watch that nothing removes us from 
him and constantly thank him for all that we have in him. 
p. 190 
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Lightfoot says: 
 
Long continuance in prayer is apt to produce listlessness.  Hence the additional 
charge that the heart must be awake, if the prayer is to have any value. 
p. 231 
 
 
 
Lovett says: 
 
 PRAYER.  See the three qualities enjoined by Paul: (1) Perseverance: as 
steadfast and natural as breathing.  (2) Watchfulness: drowsiness at prayer 
time is Satan’s doing.  A lot can happen in the spirit-world when God’s people go 
to prayer and Satan is desperate to block it.  So beware of sleepiness when you 
kneel to pray.  (3) Gratitude: concentration on our needs makes us beggars, but 
remember His kindnesses makes us thanksgivers.  Steadfast prayer is a 
wonderful ministry which can be developed to a high degree as one turns his 
imagination into a sanctuary.  Here he beholds God as a Person, thereby 
bridging the gap between the flesh and the spirit.  
p. 194 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 It is fitting that Paul begins with prayer, because it is the most important 
speech the new man can utter.  Prayer is the strength of the believer’s 
fellowship with the Lord and the source of his power against Satan and his 
angels (cf. Eph. 6:18).  Through prayer, believers confess their sin, offer praise 
to God, call on their sympathetic High Priest (Heb. 4:15-16), and intercede for 
each other.  Prayer from a pure heart (Ps. 66:18) is to be directed to God (Matt. 
6:9), consistent with the mind and will of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 6:18), in the 
name of Christ, and for the glory of the Father (John 14:13). 
p. 179 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #11 – Colossians 4:2-6.doc 

40 

MacArthur says: 
 
 4:2 Continue earnestly.  The Greek word means “to be courageously 
persistent” or “to hold fast and not let go” and refers here to persistent prayer  
. . . being vigilant.  In its most general sense, this means to stay awake while 
praying.  But Paul has in mind the broader implication of staying alert for 
specific needs about which to pray, rather than being vague and unfocused. 
p. 1745 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
These two words go together: Prayer and watch.  They are very important.  
They remind us of the experience of Nehemiah.  When the enemy tried to stop 
him from rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, he didn’t just throw in the towel 
and cry out that he couldn’t do the job.  Nor did he simply say, “Well, we’ll make 
it a matter of prayer,” and then go on as he had been.  No, this is what 
Nehemiah said: “Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a 
watch against them day and night, because of them” (Neh. 4:9).  This is what 
Paul tells us here: Watch and pray. 
p. 362 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
 “With thanksgiving.”  Be sure and thank God always because He is going 
to hear and answer your prayer.  Maybe it won’t be the answer you wanted, but 
He will answer.  This is like breathing: inhale by prayer, exhale by 
thanksgiving. 
p. 363 
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Melick says: 
 
 Paul ended his epistle as he opened it, urging his readers to prayer.  The 
structure of these verses resembles the opening prayers of the epistles.  The 
only direct statement in these verses is, “Devote yourselves to prayer.”  This 
statement is modified by two participles in the Greek: “watching” (v. 2) and 
“praying” (v. 3).  The participle “praying” leads to Paul’s concerns about his own 
ministry and the Colossians’ part in it.  Two specific concerns are revealed, both 
introduced by “that” or “in order that” in Greek.  The NIV fails to account for 
the complexities of these statements, and the meaning of the text is only 
generally conveyed.  The command to pray concerned general watchfulness and 
Paul’s ministry.  Paul hoped for an open door to be faithful to his calling and for 
clarity in communicating the message.  
p. 321 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
The first characteristic of prayer is “watchfulness.”  The term implies mental 
alertness.  The Colossians’ prayers were to be in tune with the times.  Paul used 
the same word in 1 Thess 5:6-9 in parallel with the verb “alert” . . . so that two 
exhortations occur.  The term “watch” has definite mental, perceptional 
associations, whereas the term “alert” implies a moral readiness. 
p. 321 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
The literal expression is “being watchful in thankfulness,” rather than the NIV 
translation “being watchful and thankful.”  Thankfulness is the environment for 
good praying, and it provides a safeguard for informed praying.  Paul’s 
circumstances could have been discouraging as he awaited trial for the gospel.  
To ensure a proper perspective, Paul urged that their prayer be offered in an 
attitude of thanks.  This kind of prayer sees clearly the obstacles and difficulties 
but recognizes that God is able to work.  The circumstances need not affect one’s 
joy.  
p. 322 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #11 – Colossians 4:2-6.doc 

42 

Moule says: 
 
. . . prayer is indeed a rest and joy, but it is also a duty, a work, a ministry, and 
so it calls for purpose and persistency; watching in it, keep wakeful “in” the 
strength of the holy exercise, against sin and for God, in thanksgiving; letting 
the spirit and action of gratitude as it were surround your watching and 
praying lives.  Too often is thanksgiving forgotten, especially when the believer 
is under trial; let him recollect its preciousness and its power, and never pray 
without it. 
p. 255 
 
 
 
Parker says: 
 
 Whenever there is real joyfulness there will be consequent thankfulness.  
There may even be thankfulness for suffering itself, not because of what it is in 
itself, but because of what it works out in the experience of those who receive it 
as part of their divine education.  The Apostle, however, as is not usual with 
him, draws his encouragement from the fact that we see but little at present, 
and that the real inheritance lies beyond the cloud of time and the night of 
bitter experience. 
p. 78 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
This idea of persistence is emphasized by the additional exhortation to be 
watchful . . . and thankful.  Thus it is not just the importance of prayer but the 
manner in which it is offered that is stressed. 
p. 96 
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Patzia says: 
 
 Prayer is to be offered in thanksgiving.  This is the seventh time that 
thanksgiving is mentioned in the letter . . . Both thanksgiving and prayer are 
appropriate responses of the Christian and should be exercised by the 
worshiping community as well as by the individual.  It is the pattern that Paul 
followed in the letter as he thanked God for the Colossians . . . and then prayed 
specifically for them . . . 
p. 96 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 “Them that are without” (4:5).  That is the key to what Paul has to say in 
this closing part of this section of his epistle.  The expression first meets us in 
our Lord’s words to His disciples, “Unto you it is given to know the mystery of 
the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done 
in parables” (Mark 4:11).  Thus, the Lord Himself drew the line.  He made the 
difference.  Some people are His disciples, others are “them that are without,” a 
cold and terrible place to be. 
 Similarly, Paul tells the Corinthians, “For what have I to do to judge 
them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within?  But them 
that are without God judgeth” (1 Cor. 5:12-13). 
 In closing both the Apocalypse and the Bible, John draws the line for the 
last time.  He describes the bliss of those who are within, those who have access 
to the celestial city and “to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city.”  Then he makes the solemn contrast with those who are 
without—“For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and 
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie” (Rev. 22:14-
15). 
 The believer is to have these outsiders in mind in all of his secular 
contacts. 
p. 201 
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Phillips says: 
 
The statement could be rendered, “Be strong toward prayer.”  One suggested 
rendering is “persist in the siege.”  For we are up against all of the might of 
Satan’s invisible principalities when we pray.  Satan lines up his big battalions 
when we pray.  We need the whole armor of God when we pray (Eph. 6:11-18).  
We need the Holy Spirit’s help when we pray (Rom. 8:26-27).  We must fight 
drowsiness, distractions, and discouragement when we pray. 
p. 202 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 How grateful we should be that at Calvary Jesus tore aside the temple 
veil and blazed the way for us right into the very presence of God.  We can come 
to Him whenever we like, stay as long as we like, talk to Him about anything 
we like, no matter who we are or where we live or what we do.  The blood of the 
Lord Jesus cleanses us from all sin and gives us access into the throne room of 
the universe.  There is not a man on earth who will give us either the time or 
the understanding or the help that Jesus will.  We should come to Him 
gratefully. 
p. 203 
 
 
 
Pickell says: 
 
 3.  For the prayer life, 4:2-4.  Believers are also to be diligent in prayer, 
particularly intercessory prayer.  They are to “watch” in prayer—to be alert and 
concentrate when praying, thus guarding against wandering thoughts.  They 
are to express thanksgiving not only in word, but in spirit; and to pray for 
others. 
p. 64 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
 4:2  Paul encourages the Colossians to be diligent in thanksgiving and 
prayer, especially praying for himself and his coworkers as they worked at 
spreading the gospel.  Even the apostle Paul requested and needed the prayers 
of others to support him. 
p. 1568 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
 “Persevere in prayer, keeping awake in it with thanksgiving.”  Stick to 
your praying and stay awake while praying.  Paul is not urging long prayers but 
the continuance of the habit of prayer.  Dr. W. T. Grenfell relates that it was  
D. L. Moody’s skill in London, when he gave out a hymn during a long-winded 
prayer, that first interested him and led soon to his conversion.  God does not 
hear prayers because of much speaking (Matt. 6:7).  Going to sleep during 
prayer is not an unknown experience.  The three chosen apostles did that very 
thing in the garden of Gethsemane when Jesus had urged them to watch and 
pray (Matt. 26:41-43).  “Long continuance in prayer is apt to produce 
listlessness” (Lightfoot).  In 1 Thessalonians 5:17 Paul urged prayer without 
ceasing, the prayerful attitude.  The importunate widow and the importunate 
friend in Christ’s parable well illustrate perseverance in prayer.  Weariness in 
prayer will lead to indifference.  Thanksgiving is the crown of all prayers, hence 
Paul’s habit of thanksgiving for everything (Phil. 4:6; 1 Thess. 5:17).  It is “an 
exhortation to a hidden life of constant prayer” (Maclaren). 
pp. 126-7 
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Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
Prayer and thanksgiving can never be dissociated from each other in Christian 
life.  The remembrance of former mercies not only produces spontaneous praise 
and worship; it is also a powerful incentive to renewed believing prayer.  And 
believing prayer will be persevering prayer.  “Persevere in prayer,” says Paul, 
“maintaining your watchfulness therein.”  Our Lord’s words to His disciples, 
“Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation,” have their message 
for His people at all times.  He taught “that men ought always to pray and 
never lose heart”; and the man of persistent prayer is the man who is constantly 
awake and alive to the will of God and the need of the world, and constantly 
prepared to give account of himself and his stewardship to his Master.  The 
parallel passage in Eph. 6:18 enjoins “with all prayer and supplication praying 
at all seasons in the Spirit, and watching thereunto in all perseverance and 
supplication for all the saints.” 
p. 297 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
Persist in prayer is equivalent to the command given in I Thess. 5:17.  Paul has 
given us his own example in 1:3, 9.  We must be intently engaged seeking 
blessings from God.  Through Christ all believers are made priests and given 
the right of access at any moment to God.  Isn’t it strange, then, that the 
Creator of the universe must beg us to pray? 
p. 114 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
 Constantly vigilant in it with thanksgiving.  Not like the disciples . . . but 
rather watching and waiting on Him.  Oh, how easy sleep comes to those who 
seek to pray!  Instead, let us be wide-awake, let us lay hold of God when the 
forces of evil advance against us, and when we, as the Church, would advance 
against them!  As we watch we must be thankful, remembering past and 
present blessings, and praising Him for promised future ones. . . . On the basis 
of His promises we can begin to give thanks for answers that have not yet been 
granted. 
p. 114 
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Trentham says: 
 
 First, he must live in the atmosphere of prayer.  Prayer is the channel 
through which the soul rises up to God.  Apart from prayer there is no 
sustained communion with God.  Christian prayer is not the spasmodic 
outburst in a moment of emergency but the persistent calling on God for his 
guidance and blessing. 
p. 160 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
But the normal experience is for the Christian to go to God in the strong, clear 
hours of the morning.  Then his soul can respond mightily to the wooing of the 
Holy Spirit and he can vigorously intercede for the needs of mankind. 
p. 161 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 Then Paul says that you must always make thanksgiving a part of your 
prayer life.  No man who is not aware of God’s bountiful favor and blessing upon 
him is actually in communion with God.  For the blessing of a sound mind and 
emotional stability; for family and friends who love us and encourage us; for the 
church that nurtures our souls and holds us close to Christ; and, best of all, for 
the Christ himself through whom God is made known to us, we should be 
thankful.  For the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, we must be continually 
thankful.  Paul’s command is a call to conquest. 
p. 161 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #11 – Colossians 4:2-6.doc 

48 

Wuest says: 
 
“Continue” is proskartereō, “to give constant attention to a thing, to give 
unremitting care to a thing, to persevere, to wait continually upon, to be in 
constant readiness for.”  “Watch” is grēgoreō, “to give strict attention to, to be 
active, to take heed lest through remissness and indolence some destructive 
calamity suddenly overtake one.”  Lightfoot says: “Long continuance in prayer 
is apt to produce listlessness.  Hence the additional charge that the heart must 
be awake, if the prayer is to have any value.”  
p. 233 
 
 
 
(Voices from the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings edited by Richard Rushing)  

Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright– Richard Rushing, 2009. 
 
How often do we come to him with a selfish aim, as if we would draw God into 
our own designs and purposes!  None are so unfit to glorify God, and so 
unwelcome to him, as those that are so wedded and vehemently addicted to 
their own honour and esteem in the world. 
p. 19 
 
 
 
(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)  Grand Rapids, MI: 

Discovery House. Copyright– Oswald Chambers Publications Association, 
1992. 

 
 Worship and intercession must go together; one is impossible without the 
other.  Intercession means raising ourselves up to the point of getting the mind 
of Christ regarding the person for whom we are praying (see Philippians 2:5).  
Instead of worshiping God, we recite speeches to God about how prayer is 
supposed to work.  Are we worshiping God or disputing Him when we say, “But 
God, I just don’t see how you are going to do this”?  This is a sure sign that we 
are not worshiping.  When we lose sight of God, we become hard and dogmatic.  
We throw our petitions at His throne and dictate to Him what we want Him to 
do.  We don’t worship God, nor do we seek to conform our minds to the mind of 
Christ.  And if we are hard toward God, we will become hard toward other 
people. 
(March 30) 
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(Lectures to My Students by C. H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth 
Trust. Copyright– Unknown, 2008. 

 
A heavy sentence of condemnation was passed upon a minister when it was 
flatteringly said that his prayer was the most eloquent ever offered to a Boston 
congregation. 
p. 58 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
It is remarked that Joshua never grew weary in the fighting, but Moses did 
grow weary in the praying; the more spiritual an exercise, the more difficult it 
is for flesh and blood to maintain it. ME215 
p. 286 
 
 
We pray best when we are fallen on our faces in painful helplessness. TD107:13  
p. 326 
 
 
 
(The Attentive Life: Discerning God’s Presence in All Things by Leighton Ford)  

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. Copyright– Leighton Ford, 2008. 
 
. . . Prayer is an outward, careful attentiveness to the One who invites us to 
unceasing conversation. 
p. 93 
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(Take My Heart, O God: Riches from the Greatest Christian Women Writers of 
All Times by Sarah Young)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– 
Worthy Media, Inc., 2010. 

 
God lays down certain physical laws.  Yet we seem to be continually expecting 
that He will work a miracle––i.e. break His own laws expressly to relieve us of 
responsibility. 

––FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 
p. 3/15 
 
 
 
(The Glorious Pursuit: Embracing the Virtues of Christ by Gary L. Thomas)  

Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. Copyright– Gary Thomas, 1998. 
 
The man who wishes to offer a pure mind to God but who is troubled by cares is 
like a man who expects to walk quickly even though his legs are tied together. 

JOHN CLIMACUS 
p. 67 
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(Chasing Daylight: Seize the Power of Every Moment by Erwin Raphael 
McManus)  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– Erwin Raphael 
McManus, 2002. 

 
 Many times faith is confused with emotion or desire.  Faith is then 
measured by how strongly we feel or believe something will happen.  The 
assumption is that if our faith is great enough, we will get whatever we ask for.  
In fact, often we’re told that if our prayers do not result in an affirmative 
answer, it is because we don’t have enough faith.  We simply didn’t believe 
strongly enough.  The more consistent characteristic of those who follow God is 
that their faith is an expression of trust in God.  The need is not to work up our 
faith in God, but to deepen our confidence in God.  The promise of Jesus that if 
we ask anything in His name, He will do it, is fueled not by how strongly we 
believe in something, but by how well we represent God’s purpose and 
intention.  If a prayer’s ultimate intent is to fulfill God’s will, we can move with 
confidence, even if God doesn’t answer that prayer the way we expect.  The 
more closely we reflect God’s heart in our prayers, the more often our requests 
will match His response. 
 Jesus said, “If you have the faith of a mustard seed, you can move 
mountains.”  He was not saying that you need more faith.  He was saying that it 
takes very little faith to accomplish great things. 
p. 74 
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(Voices from the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings edited by Richard Rushing)  
Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright– Richard Rushing, 2009. 

 
Call upon me in the day of trouble; 

I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me. 
Psalm 50:15 

 
 God is a so gracious that he condescends to converse with poor, sinful, 
dust and ashes.  Prayer is one of the most pleasant ways he has appointed for 
children of men to walk with him.  His children whisper to him in the ear, and 
open their minds and hearts as his intimate friends.  Prayer is our chief duty 
and brings heaven down to man.  There is no duty that has so many promises 
attached to it, gives more honour to God, or which receives more honour from 
God.  It is a guard to secure the fort of the heart, a porter to keep the door of the 
lips, and a shield to protect the hands.  It perfumes every relation and profits 
every condition.  No one can deprive you of this privilege.  You can pray with 
Peter on the house top, with Jonah at the bottom of the ocean, walking in the 
field with Isaac, with our Saviour on the mountain, or in a prison with Paul.  
Every saint is God’s temple and may pray anywhere.  Every house is a house of 
prayer.  Prayer is pouring out the soul to God in the name of Christ, crying, 
‘Abba, Father!’  A prayer in a moment can fly to the highest heavens.  It is a 
sweet savour to God, a terror to the devil, and a shelter to a Christian.  Bernard 
calls it the conqueror of him who is invincible, and Luther says that it is 
omnipotent.  By prayer fire has been quenched, water divided, the mouths of 
lions stopped, iron gates opened, the windows of heaven opened, the course of 
nature overturned, diseases removed, health restored, sin subdued, grace 
bestowed, kingdoms supported, enemies scattered, the blind restored, and 
devils cast out.  Prayer is the midwife to bring mercies to the believer that were 
conceived in the womb of promise.  God commands his people if they are in any 
perplexity to call upon him in the day of trouble and he will hear.  
p. 315 
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(Smooth Stones Taken from Ancient Books: Being a collection of sentences, 
illustrations, and quaint sayings from that renowned Puritan, Thomas 
Brooks by C.H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. 
Copyright– Banner of Truth Trust, 2011. 

 
 ‘In every thing give thanks’ (1 Thess. 5:18).  The language of a humble 
soul is, If it be thy will that I should be in darkness, I will bless thee; and if thou 
wilt afflict me, I will bless thee; if thou wilt make me poor, I will bless thee; if 
thou wilt make me rich, I will bless thee; if thou wilt give me the least mercy,  
I will bless thee; if thou wilt give me no mercy, I will bless thee.  
p. 34 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
We may even have too much to do in God’s house, and so hinder our prayers, by 
being like Martha, cumbered with much serving.  I never heard of any one who 
was cumbered with much praying. 1192.508 
p. M-532 
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(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of Man 
by Ruth Paxson)  Chicago, IL: Moody Press.  Copyright––The Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago, 1928. 

 
I cannot tell you what tremendous encouragement and strength came to me this 
last year to learn from three Christian workers, all extremely busy men with 
many others on their prayer list whom they knew far better than they knew me, 
that they prayed daily for me. 
 

“The weary ones had rest, the sad had joy, 
 That day, and wondered ‘how,’ 
A ploughman singing at his work had prayed, 
 ‘Lord, help them now.’ 
 
“Away in foreign lands they wondered how 
 Their simple word had power. 
At home, the Christians two or three had met 
 To pray an hour. 
 
“Yes, we are always wond’ring, wond’ring ‘how’; 
 Because we do not see 
Some one, unknown perhaps, and far away, 
 On bended knee.” 

p. 402 
 
 
 
(God’s Best Secrets: Daily Devotional Meditations by Andrew Murray) Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – unknown, 1977.  
 
 Its prayer is not any particular action, not confined to times, or words, or 
place, but is the work of the whole being, which continually stands in fullness of 
faith, in purity of love, in absolute resignation to do, and be, what and how the 
Beloved pleases.  This is the last state of the Spirit of Prayer, and is its highest 
union with God in this life.” 
 
Prayer is not merely bringing certain requests to God.  Prayer is the highest 
revelation of our fitness for fellowship with God.  It begins with the deep 
humility that knows that it is nothing.  That has no desire but to meet God in 
the fellowship of His love; and then with the whole being continually to live in 
absolute surrender, to do, and to be, what and how the Beloved pleases. 
(September 2) 
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(Lectures to My Students by C. H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth 
Trust. Copyright– Unknown, 2008. 

 
 The minister who does not earnestly pray over his work must surely be a 
vain and conceited man.  He acts as if he thought himself sufficient of himself, 
and therefore needed not to appeal to God.  Yet what a baseless pride to 
conceive that our preaching can ever be in itself so powerful that it can turn 
men from their sins, and bring them to God without the working of the Holy 
Ghost.  If we are truly humble-minded we shall not venture down to the fight 
until the Lord of Hosts has clothed us with all power, and said to us, ‘go in this 
thy might.’  The preacher who neglects to pray much must be very careless 
about his ministry. 
p. 49 
 
 
 
(The Greatest Gift: A Collection Devoted to Prayer by Bruce Wilkinson, Oliver 

North, Ruth Myers, Shirley Dobson, Otis Ledbetter, Ron Mehl, David 
Jeremiah, and Greg Laurie) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – 
Multnomah, 2006. 

 
 A friend once told me about a small boy in Oklahoma named Billy, who 
had Down’s syndrome.  One day Billy visited a little church in town with the 
pastor’s son, who had befriended him.  When the pastor said, “Is there anyone 
here who wants to give his or her life to Jesus?” Billy immediately lifted his 
hand. 
 From that time on, Billy came every Sunday, choosing pew number two 
as his designated spot.  And if you happened to get there first and sit down in 
that pew, he’d sit right in your lap. 
 Sometimes, during worship, God would move Billy’s heart, and he would 
lift his hands, tears filling his eyes and spilling down his cheeks.  Five minutes 
or so later, God would move on others in the congregation.  It always seemed 
that when God began to touch people’s hearts in that little church, Billy was the 
first one to sense His presence.  Others would follow after. 
 After telling me that story, my friend speculated that Billy didn’t have a 
lot of clutter in his life.  When the Holy Spirit began to touch people, Billy was 
wide open: nothing hindered his response. 
 Why is it so difficult for us to hear from God sometimes?  Because our 
lives are so often cluttered with cares and worries and preoccupations and noise 
that God can’t get through to us.  But Billy was a simple young man, and the 
Lord had immediate access to his heart. 
pp. 39-40 
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(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)  Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright– Oswald Chambers Publications Association, 
1992. 

 
The lasting value of our public service for God is measured by the depth of the 
intimacy of our private times of fellowship and oneness with Him. 
(January 6) 
 
 
 
(The Greatest Gift: A Collection Devoted to Prayer by Bruce Wilkinson, Oliver 

North, Ruth Myers, Shirley Dobson, Otis Ledbetter, Ron Mehl, David 
Jeremiah, and Greg Laurie) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – 
Multnomah, 2006. 

 
 As I walked around Lake Arrowhead on that occasion, I wrote something 
down.  Here it is: “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  If we 
put our hopes and pour our lives into anything else besides Him, it’s certain 
that we’ll be ultimately disappointed.  But if we put our hopes and pour our 
lives into Jesus Christ, we’ll ultimately find far more fulfillment and blessing 
that we can ever imagine. 
pp. 26-27 
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(The Greatest Gift: A Collection Devoted to Prayer by Bruce Wilkinson, Oliver 
North, Ruth Myers, Shirley Dobson, Otis Ledbetter, Ron Mehl, David 
Jeremiah, and Greg Laurie) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – 
Multnomah, 2006. 

 
KEEP BUZZING THE NURSE 
 
One day I finally recognized with particular clarity why it was so hard for me to 
pray, and that day I wrote this down in my bible: “Prayer is my Declaration of 
Dependence.”  For a go-getter, type A, driven person like me, prayer is difficult 
because it flies in the face of our frantic efforts to prove that we’re self-
sufficient, independent, and strong.  With prayer I have to admit I’m spiritually 
impotent. 
 John Piper calls prayer “the antidote for the disease of self-confidence.”  
He then goes on to point out a telling difference between Uncle Sam and Jesus 
Christ: “Uncle Sam won’t enlist you in his service unless you are healthy, and 
Jesus won’t enlist you unless you are sick.”  It’s just as Jesus said: “Those who 
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  I did not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance” (Mark 2:17). 
 Piper then notes that “Christianity is fundamentally convalescence (‘Pray 
without ceasing’ = Keep buzzing the nurse).” 
 My bout with cancer taught me a lot about “buzzing the nurse”!  The 
fears and desperation which forced me to my knees taught me to cry out to God 
as never before.  And do you know what?  God heard!  He answered!  He 
delivered me from all my fears.  And I know He desires to do the same for you. 
pp. 28-29 
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(Pause for Power by Warren Wiersbe) Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook. 
Copyright – Warren W. Wiersbe, 2010. 

 
DAY 2 

Devoted to Devotions 
 
Read Colossians 4:2 
 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 

Colossians 4:2 
 
It has well been said that the purpose of prayer is not to get our will done in 
heaven, but to get God’s will done on earth.  Prayer is not telling God what to do 
or what to give.  Prayer is asking God for that which He wants to do and give, 
according to His will (1 John 5:14-15).  As we read the Word and fellowship with 
our Father, we discover His will and then boldly ask Him to do what He has 
planned.  Richard Trench (1807-1886), archbishop of Dublin, said it perfectly: 
“Prayer is not overcoming God’s reluctance; it is laying hold of His willingness.” 
 Of course, it is possible to pray in our hearts and never use the gift of 
speech (1 Sam. 1:13), but we are using words even if we don’t say them audibly.  
True prayer must first come from the heart, whether the words are spoken or 
not. 
 
SOMETHING TO PONDER 
As you pray, in what ways are you “watchful”?  In what ways are you 
“thankful”? 
p. 5 
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(The Greatest Gift: A Collection Devoted to Prayer by Bruce Wilkinson, Oliver 
North, Ruth Myers, Shirley Dobson, Otis Ledbetter, Ron Mehl, David 
Jeremiah, and Greg Laurie) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – 
Multnomah, 2006. 

 
 Early this century S. D. Gordon, the well-known devotional writer, wrote: 
 

The great people of the earth today are the people who pray.  
I do not mean those who talk about prayer, nor those who 
say they believe in prayer, nor yet those who can explain 
about prayer, but I mean those people who take time and 
pray.  They have not time.  It must be taken from something 
else.  This something else is important.  Very important, and 
pressing, but still less important and less pressing than 
prayer. 

p. 23 
 
 
COMMAND #1 in the passage we are considering today is seen in  
THREE COMMANDS given in verse 2: 
 

1. “BE BUSILY ENGAGED IN PRAYER,” 
 
2. “BEING WIDE AWAKE ABOUT IT,” and 
 
3. BE PRAYING “WITH THANKSGIVING.” 
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v. 3  praying at the same time also for us, that God would open for us a door for 
the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, because of which I also have 
been bound;  

 
 
 
The NET Bible then translates verse 3: 
 

At the same time pray for us too, that God may open a door for the 
message so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which  
I am in chains.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 3: 
 

Don’t forget to pray for us, that God will open doors for telling the 
mystery of Christ, even while I’m locked up in this jail.   

 
 
We could actually take this first phrase in verse 3 and put it together with the 
other three in verse 2.  We would then actually have FOUR COMMANDS with 
regard to “PRAYER” that come from the pen of the Apostle: 
 

1. “BE BUSILY ENGAGED IN PRAYER,” 
 
2. “BEING WIDE AWAKE ABOUT IT,”  
 
3. BE PRAYING “WITH THANKSGIVING,” and 
 
4. “PRAYING AT THE SAME TIME ALSO FOR US, THAT GOD 

WOULD OPEN FOR US A DOOR FOR THE WORD, TO SPEAK 
THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST.” 
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Paul uses the word “US” referring to the STAFF involved there in Colosse, more 
of which you will hear in the closing words of the epistle.   
 
 
It is a REQUEST.  Basically the request is: 
 

“THAT GOD WOULD OPEN FOR US A DOOR FOR THE WORD, TO 
SPEAK THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST.” 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 

4:3-4.  Pray for us was a request Paul often made of his readers . . . His 
request was not selfish; it was for an open . . . door . . . through which he could 
clearly minister the gospel message . . . the mystery of Christ . . . for which he 
was in chains . . . 
 
 
In verse 2 he gives the COMMAND to “Be busily engaged in prayer.”  
 
 
In verse 3 he enlists their PRAYER SUPPORT for his ministry. 
 
 
His PRAYER REQUEST is: 
 

“THAT GOD WOULD OPEN FOR [THEM] A DOOR FOR THE WORD, 
TO SPEAK THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST.” 

 
 
Ephesians 6:19 (TLB) 
 

Pray for me, too, and ask God to give me the right words as I boldly tell 
others about the Lord, and as I explain to them that his salvation is for 
the Gentiles too. 
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Paul has made reference to “THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST” through this letter 
several times. 
 
 
It is stated in: 
 
Colossians 1:27 (DAV) 
 

. . . which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
 
Paul goes on to say it is because of this Gospel, this “MYSTERY OF CHRIST”: 
 

“WHICH I ALSO HAVE BEEN BOUND.” 
 
 
Paul is at this moment writing from PRISON. 
 
 
Inviting Christ into your life: 
 

it is no longer a RELIGION AND RITUAL,  
 
it is a RELATIONSHIP AND REALITY. 

 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
The prayer is not for the personal benefit of the apostle and his companions, but 
for the promotion of their work. 
p. 297 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
Conversation: Sharing Our Message with Unbelievers (vv. 3-6) 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Believers should share the gospel with clarity, wisdom, 
and grace. 
p. 345 
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Anders says: 
 
The believer is to share his most with God through diligent, watchful, grateful 
prayer, but the believer’s prayers are not be centered only on self.  Paul asked 
the Colossian believers to pray for us (his partners in ministry), too.  This 
request, however, is broader than Paul and his associates.  Paul’s request is 
that the Colossians pray for him so he can share the message of the mystery of 
Christ with those who have not yet joined the family of faith.  Paul could have 
prayed for many things.  He reminds us that he is in chains, a clear reference to 
his imprisonment.  He could have prayed for release or relief.  He didn’t though.  
He prayed that God would open a door [of opportunity] for [his] message.  Paul 
knew God can open doors of opportunity even for those behind prison doors. 
p. 345 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
 Paul asks their prayers for himself.  We must note carefully that for 
which Paul does ask.  It is not so much that he asks their prayers for himself; 
he asks their prayers for his work.  There were many things for which Paul 
might have asked them to pray—release from prison, a successful outcome to 
his coming trial, a little rest and peace at the last.  But Paul asks them only to 
pray that there may be given to him strength and opportunity to do the work 
which God had sent him into the world to do.  When we pray for ourselves, and 
when we pray for others, we should not ask for them or for ourselves release 
from any task, but rather strength to complete the task which has been given us 
to do.  Prayer should always be for power, and seldom for release; for not release 
but conquer must be the keynote of the Christian life. 
pp. 198-9 
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Barclay says: 
 
Paul thought of the work of Jesus Christ in terms of revelation and of the 
bringing of knowledge.  To describe this, Paul uses the word mustērion, which is 
transliterated into English as the word “mystery.”  Christ himself is God’s 
mystery . . . It is Paul’s desire to declare the mystery of Christ, and for that 
mystery he is in prison as he writes . . . There is a difficulty here, because the 
word “mystery” is being used in a sense that is different from that which in 
English it ordinarily bears.  In English a mystery is something that is abstruse, 
complicated, involved, difficult to understand.  When we speak of something as 
mysterious we mean that it is baffling and that it defies solution and 
understanding and explanation.  This is not the meaning of the word in Greek.  
The basic meaning of mustērion in Greek is that “which is secret.”  It need not 
be in the least difficult to understand. 
p. 97 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
3-4  Paul requests prayer for himself while being imprisoned in Rome.  His 
concern was that he and his associates might have clear opportunities for 
witnessing and that Paul might make clear the great secret (“mystery; . . . of 
redemption in Christ in a worthy manner.  There was no selfish motive behind 
this prayer; Paul’s consuming interest was for the advancement of the Gospel, 
not for his own blessing. 
p. 840 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
The plural pronoun in “pray also for us” refers primarily to Paul and Timothy 
(cf. Col. 1:1), but no doubt it includes friends and companions who are 
mentioned later in this chapter. 
p. 172 
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Calvin says: 
 
He does not say this by way of pretence, but because, being conscious to himself 
of his own necessity, he was earnestly desirous to be aided by their prayers, and 
was fully persuaded that they would be of advantage to them.  Who then, in the 
present day, would dare to despise the intercessions of brethren, which Paul 
openly declares himself to stand in need of? 
p. 223 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
 Paul knows his dependence on God and asks for intercessory help in 
prayer, just as he has prayed unceasingly for them (1:9-11).  He does not ask 
them to pray for anything that will bring personal advantage to him; his sights 
remain firmly fixed on his mission calling (1:25).  He therefore asks them to 
pray that God will open a “door for our message” (lit., “the door of the word”).  
Such opportunities exist even in prison.  He tells the Philippians that his 
imprisonment has helped advance the gospel.  The whole palace guard has 
learned that he is in chains for Christ, and his imprisonment has miraculously 
emboldened believers “to speak the word of God more courageously and 
fearlessly” (Phil. 1:12-14). 
pp. 271-2 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
The prayer’s immediate goal was “that God would open unto us a door of 
utterance.”  Prayer does not open doors, but a God who answers prayer does.  
When He opens up the door for service, no sinner can shut it; when He closes 
the door, no saint can open it (Rev. 3:7-8). 
p. 156 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
The spiritual depth of Paul can be seen here in the fact that he desired an 
opportunity for witness rather than a release from his imprisonment.  He was 
more concerned for others than for himself. 
p. 156 
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Hendriksen says: 
 
Now when he urged this upon his fellow-workers and fellow-believers he had 
something very definite in mind.  Hence, stating the contemplated result of the 
prayer, and using an idiom that may have belonged to the common speech of 
that day, as it is also a metaphor among us, he continues, that God may open to 
us a door for the message.  A door, then as now, is an opportunity to enter, a 
means of approach or access.  In the present context it is an opening for the 
word or message. 
p. 180 
 
 
 
C. Henry says: 
 
He asks prayer for himself, not for release from prison or for comfort or the like, 
but that he may make the Gospel clearly known. 
p. 330 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
The people must pray particularly for their ministers, and bear them upon their 
hearts at all times at the throne of grace.  As if he had said, “Do not forget us, 
whenever you pray for yourselves.”  That God would open to us a door of 
utterance, that is, either afford opportunity to preach the gospel, or else give me 
ability and courage. 
p. 1874 
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Ironside says: 
 
Although unable to face the multitudes in public places as in past years, he was 
ever on the lookout for opportunities of service, and he would have the saints 
join with him in prayer that even in his prison cell a door of utterance might be 
open to him.  How natural it would have been for him to give up in despair and 
settle down in utter discouragement, or simply to endure passively the long, 
weary months of imprisonment, taking it for granted that nothing could really 
be accomplished for God so far as gospel fruit was concerned until he should be 
free.  But he was of another mind entirely.  His circumstances did not indicate 
that God had forsaken him nor that He had set him to one side.  He was eagerly 
looking for fresh opportunities to advance upon the enemy. 
p. 169 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
Doubtless the devil thought he had gained a great advantage when he shut 
Paul up in prison, but from that prison cell came at least four of the great 
Church epistles, and some of the pastoral letters, which have been the means of 
untold blessing to millions throughout the centuries.  And from that cell, too, 
the gospel went out; first to the prison-guards, and through them to many more 
in Cæsar’s palace who might not otherwise have been reached.  How important 
it is not to give ground to Satan, but in prayer and faith to turn every defeat 
into a victory by seizing the opportunity and advancing against the foe, assured 
that our great Captain knows no retreat. 
p. 170 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
a door of utterance—Translate, “a door for the word.”  Not as in Ephesians 6:19, 
where power of “utterance” is his petition.  Here it is an opportunity for 
preaching the word, which would be best afforded by his release from prison  
. . . 
p. 1327 
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Laurin says: 
 
 Paul suggests that prayer can give to the cause of Christ an open door “of 
utterance.”  It is the foot that one puts in to a door that is open.  It is the 
advance agent that arranges the engagement.  It is the preparer of the 
providential circumstance that makes it possible to “speak the mystery of 
Christ.” 
p. 177 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 God opens the door by his providence.  Many fail to note this and try to 
open doors for themselves.  When we are spreading the gospel we must follow 
God’s providential indications as to where we ought to work. 
p. 191 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
 I consider every aspect of my ministry to be a door, and I ask God to keep 
the doors open.  He has promised that He would.  This is the verse that I have 
chosen for my ministry: “. . . behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no 
man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and 
hast not denied my name” (Rev. 3:8).  He has set a lot of open doors before me, 
and I ask Him to open even more doors. 
p. 363 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
 First, Paul requested that they pray for an open door for the gospel (4:3).  
Paul always sought ways to communicate the gospel.  No one had better skills 
to turn any situation into an opportunity for witness.  In these verses, Paul 
disclosed the reason for his success in witness as well as the reason he hoped to 
speak.  His success was because he looked to the Lord to supply the wisdom for 
the opportunity.  They were to pray that he would find an open door.  The 
apostle lived for such opportunities that were often the redeeming virtues of his 
circumstances.  He knew, however, that God provided these doors of ministry. 
p. 322 
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Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
. . . Praying for us.]  That this apostle, who so passionately writes to Christians, 
desiring that they would “strive together with him in their prayers to God,” . . . 
“that they would always with all perseverance pray for him;” that they would 
“continue in prayer, that God would open to him a door of utterance to speak 
the mystery of Christ” . . . 
p. 794 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 Such is the power of prayer.  It can open prison doors, a sinner’s heart, or 
an apostle’s mouth as God wills.  Paul was the greatest of all messengers with 
the greatest of all messages.  He had long since come to terms with his 
incarceration, two long years at Caesarea and now, year after year, at Rome.  
That would be enough to shut any smaller man’s mouth.  Not Paul!  He saw 
opportunities everywhere.  Felix, Festus, and King Agrippa all heard the gospel 
because of his chains. 
p. 203 
 
 
 
Pickell says: 
 
When he asks the Colossians to pray for him, Paul is not seeking escape from 
suffering, but that a “door of opportunity” may be opened for the gospel.  His 
own afflictions did not disturb him half so much as the fact that precious time 
was spent languishing in prison when he might have been traversing the 
countryside proclaiming the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
pp. 64-65 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
 4:3  Even while in prison, Paul felt his need of prayer for God to open . . . 
a door—an opportunity to spread the gospel.  the mystery of Christ: The Good 
News of salvation for all which can be known and experienced only through 
Christ. 
p. 1568 
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Robertson says: 
 
A door for the word (thuran tou logou).  Objective genitive, a door for preaching.  
It is comforting to other preachers to see the greatest of all preachers here 
asking prayer that he may be set free again to preach.  He uses this figure 
elsewhere, once of a great and open door with many adversaries in Ephesus  
(I Cor. 16:9), once of an open door that he could not enter in Troas (II Cor. 2:12). 
p. 509 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
He says that he must speak.  So he asks for their prayers that he may have the 
fullest opportunity to speak and that he would speak as he should when the 
door opens.  The old preachers used to talk of having “liberty” in preaching.  
Paul craves liberty both for his feet to go and for his tongue to speak the words 
of eternal life in Christ. 
p. 128 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
Paul did not ask them to pray for his burdens to be eased, nor that he be 
released from prison (v. 18).  Much less did he seek that his life should be 
spared (Phil. 4:11).  In that dark hour his only thought was that God should 
open a door of the word to us.  He was not ashamed of the Gospel, instead he 
sought opportunity to proclaim it.  Do we?  “God hears and He answers prayer.”  
Writing to the Philippians about a year later, Paul mentions the results of these 
prayers (Phil. 1:12, 13). 
 He had to speak, he could not keep still (v. 4).  He wanted to declare the 
mystery of Christ.  The “mystery of Christ” is the “word” Paul sought to 
proclaim.  As in 1:5 and 2:16 it refers to the Gospel message in general and the 
person of Christ in particular.  Here Paul is referring specifically to the revealed 
truth about our Lord Jesus, His person and work as the Messiah of God. 
p. 115 
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Trentham says: 
 
He asks only for the opportunity to serve the Lord Christ, “that God would open 
unto [him] a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ” (Col. 4:3).  Paul 
recognized that only God could open doors of opportunity.  In 1 Corinthians 
16:9, he wrote, “a wide door for effective work has opened to me” (RSV). 
 In Paul’s instance man’s extremity most surely became God’s 
opportunity, for from his prison cell there was written a message of fadeless 
hope.  This indicates the strength of his faith which he held fast to the end.  The 
dungeon did not break his spirit, for his was a spirit of militant conquest. 
p. 162 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
The translation reads, “I have been bound with the present result that I am in a 
bound condition.”  Paul was a closely guarded prisoner of the Roman empire, 
handcuffed to a Roman soldier twenty-four hours a day. 
p. 234 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
PROVIDENCE* 
We believe that God sends all pestilences, let them come how they may, and 
that he sends them with a purpose, let them be removed in whatever way they 
may; and we conceive that it is our business as ministers of God, to call the 
people’s attention to God in the disease, and teach them the lesson which God 
would have them learn. 705.446 
p. M-543 
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(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of Man 
by Ruth Paxson)  Chicago, IL: Moody Press.  Copyright––The Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago, 1928. 

 
Is the spiritual presence of the living Lord such an intense reality to you?  Are 
you occupied with Christ?  Are you satisfied in Christ?  Can you say from your 
heart, 
 

“Thou, O Christ, art all I want; 
More than all in Thee I find”? 

 
To have Christ abiding in us in all His fullness, is to have every need supplied, 
every desire fulfilled, every hunger satisfied, every thirst quenched.  It is to 
have our whole life perpetually refreshed and replete in Him.  Such a 
realization of His abiding presence in its fullness is one of the rich rewards of a 
Spirit-filled life. 
p. 316 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
“He is precious.”  For a thing to be rightly called precious, it should have three 
qualities: it should be rare, it should have an intrinsic value of its own, and it 
should possess useful and important properties.  All these three things meet in 
our adorable Lord, and make him precious to discerning minds. 2137.185 
p. 262 
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(Radical: Taking Back Your Faith From the American Dream by David Platt)  
Colorado City, CO: Multnomah. Copyright– David Platt, 2010. 

 
We were settling for a Christianity that revolves around catering to ourselves 
when the central message of Christianity is actually about abandoning 
ourselves. 
p. 7 
 
 
 Thus began a process in which, over the next ten days, for eight to twelve 
hours a day, we would gather to study God’s Word.  They were hungry. 
p. 24 
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(A Lifetime of Wisdom: Embracing the Way God Heals You by Joni Eareckson 
Tada)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Joni Eareckson Tada, 
2009. 

 
Paul may not have been responsible for the circumstances that so totally 
overwhelmed him, but he was responsible for the way he responded to those 
circumstances.  And how did he respond?  He didn’t groan, “Oh, for Pete’s sake, 
here we go again.”  Instead, he said,   “For Christ’s sake, I delight in 
weaknesses . . . For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10). 
 I like that. 
 It’s for Christ’s sake.  His glory.  For His good name and reputation.  
 Paul wasn’t fixated on his chains; he was focused on his Savior. 
 Consider the incident in Philippi described in Acts 16.  The magistrates 
handcuffed Paul and Silas to a scourging pole and gave them a brutal whipping.  
Piling humiliation upon humiliation, the Philippian authorities then took the 
bruised and lacerated missionaries and placed them in stocks in an inner cell of 
the city jail. 
 There they were, stuck in a wet, stinky dungeon tucked away from the 
light of day.  Paul must have been faint.  Silas must have been sick to his 
stomach.  Every bone ached and their fresh wounds oozed.  
 Yet deep in that dark, confining place, walled in by stone, secured in 
stocks and chains, they do the incredible.  At midnight, the darkest and 
loneliest hour, they began praying and singing praises to God.  They weren’t 
just humming along lightly or mumbling their prayers between moans and 
groans.  No, this must have been a loud, rich, two-part harmony.  In spite of the 
thick walls and heavy doors, Luke says that the other prisoners “were listening 
to them.” 
 Their words—those improbable songs of praise rising out of the most 
severe confinement—won the battle against Satan in that midnight hour.  As it 
says in Psalm 106:47: 
 

 Save us, O LORD our God, 
  and gather us . . . 
 that we may give thanks to your holy name 
  and glory in your praise. 

 
To whine or grumble, fret or murmur, complain or lament, would have been to 
invite defeat in that terrible hour.  And who would have blamed Paul and Silas 
if they had sputtered a nasty remark or two? 
pp. 45-47 
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v. 4  in order that I may make it plain as I ought to speak.  
 
 
 
The NET Bible then translates verse 4: 
 

Pray that I may make it known as I should.  
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 4: 
 

Pray that every time I open my mouth I’ll be able to make Christ  
plain as day to them. 

 
 
Here in verse 4 the Apostle speaks of the PURPOSE behind his request in  
verse 3.   
 
 
It is PERSONAL: 
 

“IN ORDER THAT”—it is not “US” anymore like it was in verse 3— 
 
“I [PERSONAL] MAY MAKE IT PLAIN [CLEAR] AS I OUGHT TO 
SPEAK.” 

 
 
In verse 3 it is: 
 

“open for us a door.” 
 
 
In verse 4 it is: 
 

“MAKE IT PLAIN [CLEAR].” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
He desired not only an opportunity to preach but also clarity in preaching: that 
I may proclaim it clearly, as I should . . . 
 
 
Here Paul gives us the PURPOSE for his request: 
 

He wants to effectively communicate the truth of the Gospel as he 
“OUGHT TO SPEAK.” 

 
 
Paul hopes their prayers will be answered for he mentions in: 
 
Philemon 22 (TLB) 
 

Please keep a guest room ready for me, for I am hoping that God will 
answer your prayers and let me come to you soon. 

 
 
It is Paul’s hope that as they pray for him, he will be able to make “PLAIN” the 
message to those who need to hear about the Lord Jesus and the simplicity of 
life in Christ. 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
 Proclaim means “to make clear and plain.”  Paul desired not only 
opportunity; he also requested clarity.  Paul’s desire was that even in his less 
than ideal circumstances he might bring others to faith in Christ.  Paul’s 
prayers were answered.  Philippians, like Colossians, was written while Paul 
was imprisoned. 
p. 345 
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Anders says: 
 
 Even as Paul brings his letter to a close and as he prays for opportunities 
to evangelize, Christ remains central.  He is the exalted Creator and Redeemer 
in chapter 1.  He is the fullness of deity, and he conquers by his cross in chapter 
2.  He is seated in majesty and authority in chapter 3.  In chapter 4, it is Christ 
who is proclaimed. 
p. 346 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
. . . “Pray that I may proclaim it clearly” (Col. 4:4), suggests that Paul has the 
responsibility to proclaim the word so that people will not misunderstand—so 
that the message is clear to all. 
p. 273 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 Now Paul wishes to be remembered in prayer for two reasons: a. so that 
he may continue to proclaim the blessed contents of the mystery, as has been 
indicated, and b. that he may do this in the proper manner.  As to b., therefore, 
he continues: (praying) that I may make it clear, (and may speak) as I ought to 
speak. 
p. 181 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
He would have them pray for him, that he might not be discouraged in his 
work, nor driven from it by his suffering . . . 
p. 1874 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #11 – Colossians 4:2-6.doc 

78 

Henry says: 
 
He had been particular in telling them what he prayed for on their behalf, ch. i.  
Here he tells them particularly what he would have them pray for on his behalf.  
Paul knew as well as any man how to speak; and yet he begged their prayers for 
him, that he might be taught to speak. 
p. 1874 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
. . . Paul did not pray specifically for a “preaching point,” as though that were 
the only approved means of spreading the gospel.  On the other hand, v. 3 
makes clear that Paul thought it imperative to speak the word.  He hoped, 
therefore, for an oral ministry.  He hoped further that he would do justice to the 
nature of the gospel so that the witness would be clear. 
p. 323 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
 Meantime, as you pray, so live.  Make it the whole purpose of your life to 
“shine for Christ.” 
p. 256 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
The desire for clarity (Pray that I may proclaim it clearly . . .) in his 
proclamation must not be taken as a second request, because this “purpose 
clause” is subordinated to the previous one: Paul simply wants an opportunity 
to preach the mystery of Christ clearly. 
p. 97 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #11 – Colossians 4:2-6.doc 

79 

Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
that I may make it manifest: Paul’s chief concern is to make the message clear 
and plain.  as I ought to speak: As it is my duty; as it is necessary for me to 
speak . . . 
p. 1568 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
As I ought to speak . . . Wonderful as Paul’s preaching was to his hearers and 
seems to us, he was never satisfied with it.  What preacher can be? 
p. 509 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
Paul has asked the Colossians to pray for him, and now he declares the purpose of 
his request: in order that I should reveal it, as is necessary for me to speak.  God 
gave Paul a certain job to do, namely, to preach the Gospel (1:25).  He was 
compelled to evangelize, even if he had not wanted to (I Cor. 9:16, 17).  Praise God, 
Paul did not do so with a sour or reluctant disposition!  To the contrary, he had 
the same consuming compassion that drove our Lord forward to the cross (Matt. 
9:36).  We are called to win others to God and, like Paul, should be constrained by 
the love of Christ to buy up every opportunity . . . 
pp. 115-16 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Happy is our condition when the glory of God fills both heart and tongue!  Oh, 
to swim in a sea of gratitude, to feel waves of praise breaking over one’s joyful 
head, and then to dive into the ocean of adoration, and lose one’s self in the 
ever-blessed God! 1828.133 
p. 267 
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(Radical: Taking Back Your Faith From the American Dream by David Platt)  
Colorado City, CO: Multnomah. Copyright– David Platt, 2010. 

 
JESUS DIDN’T DIE FOR JUST YOU 

 
We live in a church culture that has a dangerous tendency to disconnect the 
grace of God from the glory of God.  Our hearts resonate with the idea of 
enjoying God’s grace.  We bask in sermons, conferences, and books that exalt a 
grace centering on us.  And while the wonder of grace is worthy of our attention, 
if that grace is disconnected from its purpose, the sad result is a self-centered 
Christianity that bypasses the heart of God. 
 If you were to ask the average Christian sitting in a worship service on 
Sunday morning to summarize the message of Christianity, you would most 
likely hear something along the lines of “The message of Christianity is that 
God loves me.”  Or someone might say, “The message of Christianity is that God 
loves me enough to send his Son, Jesus, to die for me.” 
 As wonderful as this sentiment sounds, is it biblical?  Isn’t it incomplete, 
based on what we have seen in the Bible?  “God loves me” is not the essence of 
biblical Christianity.  Because if “God loves me” is the message of Christianity, 
then who is the object of Christianity? 
 God love me. 
 Me. 
 Christianity’s object is me. 
 Therefore, when I look for a church, I look for the music that best fits me 
and the programs that best cater to me and my family.  When I make plans for 
my life and career, it is about what works best for me and my family.  When I 
consider the house I will love in, the car I will drive, the clothes I will wear, the 
way I will live, I will choose according to what is best for me.  This is the version 
of Christianity that largely prevails in our culture. 
 But it is not biblical Christianity. 
pp. 69-70 
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(An Unstoppable Force: Daring to Become the Church God Had in Mind by 
Erwin Raphael McManus)  Loveland, CO: Group. Copyright– Erwin 
Raphael McManus, 2001. 

 
The church must acclimate to a changing world, or she will destine herself to 
irrelevance or even extinction. 
p. 17 
 
 
Every living creature was created with the capacity to create life.  Even the 
plants bear seeds.  A non-reproducing species would itself live only one 
generation, but a species that reproduces—barring natural catastrophe—will 
live as long as time exists.  Species do not have to be taught to reproduce.  It is 
inherent in their nature.  In much of the church, however, this characteristic 
seems to be missing.  The church must be released to do that which comes 
naturally. 
 Years ago my wife, Kim, took me to her home in the mountains of North 
Carolina.  She grew up on a farm with her foster parents.  Theodore and Ruth 
Davis.  Theodore was walking me around the farm, and he introduced me to a 
mule.  He went on to explain that a mule was a combination of horse and 
donkey.  This seemed a little weird to me, so I asked him why they didn’t just 
use a horse or a donkey.  He explained that while horses are very bright in 
comparison to donkeys, they’re not as strong.  And donkeys, while they’re very 
strong, are not bright enough to do the work necessary.  When you combine the 
two, you get a perfect combination for the task required.  But he went on to 
explain to me that, while mules are good for work, they cannot reproduce. 
 Mules are best known for being stubborn and sterile.  In some ways they 
illustrate all too well what happens when man begins to play God.  All too often 
we have to acknowledge such a description in our manmade churches.  
Churches that are born by God have the capacity for spontaneous reproduction 
that is a result of an internal force that drives a species.  When the church is a 
vibrant organism, life is reproduced over and over again.  Vibrant Christians 
reproduce new believers, vibrant small groups reproduce new communities of 
faith, and vibrant churches become the catalysts for an apostolic movement. 
pp. 17-18 
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v. 5  In wisdom be ordering your behavior towards those outside, buying up for 
yourselves the time (making the most of the time).  

 
 
 
The NET Bible then translates verse 5: 
 

Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most  
of the opportunities.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 5: 
 

Use your heads as you live and work among outsiders.  Don’t miss a trick.  
Make the most of every opportunity.   

 
 
The Apostle, in verses 2-4, has been FOCUSING on: 
 

COMMUNION with our Lord and 
 
THE MESSAGE which is to be proclaimed, “the mystery of Christ” in us, 
the hope of glory. 

 
 
Now as we come to our KEY VERSE in this study—verse 5—we are talking 
about how to make CONTACT: 
 

“TOWARDS THOSE OUTSIDE.” 
 
 
Our CONCERN should be: 
 

in that CONTACT and  
 
then on our COMMUNICATION in verse 6. 
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Stage #11: Christ in My Witness (4:2-6) 
 
 
Our KEY VERSE is verse 5. 
 
 
We are concerned about: 
 
 BEARING FRUIT and 
 
 MULTIPLYING IMPACT. 
 
 
Our verse begins with the words: 
 

“IN WISDOM.” 
 
 
James 3:17 (NASB) 
 

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 

 
 
James tells us this is a wisdom that is given to us from above. 
 
 
James 1:5 (NASB) 
 

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men 
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  

 
 
How do you build a bridge to those who are in desperate need of knowing 
Christ?  That wisdom comes when we pray for individuals we would like to 
touch their lives with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Working for years with YOUNG LIFE while I was in seminary, we called this 
CONTACT WORK: 
 

building a bridge of RELATIONSHIPS to students,  
 
to manifest the fruit of the spirit in deep loving CONCERN for them, and 
 
building a relationship they could TRUST and feel that you truly 
understand their world, their plight, their need. 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these remaining two verses and then 
says: 
 
Perfecting one’s public life (4:5-6). 
 

4:5-6.  Completion or perfection in Christ includes not only one’s private 
(and prayer) life but also one’s public life.  To perfect this dimension of one’s life 
in Christ, Paul told believers to be wise in the way they act.  This wisdom . . . 
which is God’s, not man’s . . . should be evident to outsiders, that is, those 
outside the “household of faith” . . . [also Paul tells the believers in the latter 
part of verse 5] . . . Also Paul’s readers should make the most of every 
opportunity (lit., “buy up . . . the time”).  They should be ready “in season and 
out of season” (2 Tim. 4:2) to proclaim Christ.   
 
 
This is the SECOND ADMONITION in this section: 
 

1. PRAY and now 
 

2. “[WALK] IN WISDOM . . . TOWARD THOSE WITHOUT.” 
 
 
WISE AS SERPENTS and  
 
HARMLESS AS DOVES. 
 
 
How necessary it is to reflect Jesus Christ in our lives before others. 
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I have chosen this verse as my KEY VERSE for: 
 

Stage #11: Christ in My Witness (4:2-6) 
 
 
It is JOHN THE BAPTIST who said: 
 
John 3:30 (version unknown) 
 

He, Christ, must continually be increasing and I must be decreasing. 
 
 
JESUS CHRIT said: 
 
John 12:32 (version unknown) 
 

. . . If I be lifted up, will draw all men to me. 
 
 
It is as Jesus Christ is seen in our lives that others are attracted to Him. 
 
 
 
Larry Richards in his book A New Face for the Church says: 
 

Recently, I spoke at a conference on the role of the laymen in evangelism.  
One bubbly woman afterwards said, “You know, I have been a Christian for 
three years and I just now realized I don’t know any non-Christians anymore.”  
Another young woman wistfully commented after hearing of the enthusiastic 
young witness that I had mentioned earlier, “I was just like that when I was 
first saved.”   

What happens to so many zealous converts who also were once just like 
that?  They become involved in the church.  They serve, but they trade away 
something distinctively Christian in the process of fitting in. 
(source unknown) 
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A number of years ago a great international congress of the Salvation Army was 
being held in the United States at which time the old General himself was to be 
present.  When the time came, delegates arrived from all over the world.  The 
sad news was spread around that General Booth was not well enough to travel.  
He promised to cable a message for the opening of the conference.  
 
The appointed hour approached and the vast assembly waited expectantly, but 
in the little room behind the platform anxiety rang for the cable hadn’t come.  
At last the chairman had to lead out the party to the meeting without it.  This 
was very unlike the General to let anyone down. 
 
As the chairman rose to announce the opening hymn, a little commotion at the 
back was the prelude for an electric moment.  It was the cable.  Just in the 
stroke.  Just like the general.  In an intensely solemn hush the message signed 
William Booth was read.  It consisted of one word: “Others.” 
 
May that word be written deep in the hearts of all of us who are in God’s family. 
 
 
Remember what it says in: 
 
Matthew 27:42 (NASB) 
 

He saved others . . . 
 
 
May we be His instrument to do the same. 
 
 
 
Howard Butt in his book The Velvet Covered Brick says: 
 
Leadership is not something you do, it is something you are.  Jesus said, “You 
shall be witnesses to me.”  Why didn’t He say, “You shall do witnessing?”  
Because so easily we fall into that trap.  Doing, but not being.  George 
McDonald warns us to try too hard to make people good is to make them worse.  
The only way to make them good is to be good.  The time for speaking comes 
rarely.  The time for being never departs. 
(source unknown) 
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Lead Me To Some Soul Today 

 
Lead me to some soul today, 
O teach me, Lord, just what to say; 
Friends of mine are lost in sin, 
And cannot find their way. 
 
Few there are who seem to care, 
And few there are who pray; 
Melt my heart, and fill my life, 
Give me one soul today. 

 
http://www.hymnlyrics.org/newlyrics_l/lead_me_to_some_soul_today.php 
 
 
 
Francis Schaeffer in Death in the City says: 
 
If we are Christians and do not have upon us the calling to respond to the 
lostness of the lost and a compassion for those of our kind, our orthodoxy is ugly 
and it stinks.  And it not only stinks in the presence of the hippy, it stinks in the 
presence of anybody who is an honest man.  More than that, I will tell you 
something else.  Orthodoxy without compassion stinks with God. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
Matthew 9:36-38 (KJV) 
 

But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on 
them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having 
no shepherd.  Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. 
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Paul goes on to say we are to be: 
 

“BUYING UP FOR YOURSELVES THE TIME (MAKING THE MOST 
OF THE TIME).” 

 
 
Romans 13:11-14 (Phillips) 
 

Why all this stress on behaviour?  Because, as I think you have realised, 
the present time is of the highest importance—it is time to wake up to 
reality.  Every day brings God’s salvation nearer.  The night is nearly 
over, the day has almost dawned.  Let us therefore fling away the things 
that men do in the dark, let us arm ourselves for the fight of the day!  Let 
us live cleanly, as in the daylight, not in the “delights” of getting drunk or 
playing with sex, nor yet in quarrelling or jealousies.  Let us be Christ’s 
men from head to foot, and give no chances to the flesh to have its fling. 

 
 
John 9:4 (KJV) 
 

I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night 
cometh, when no man can work. 

 
 
John 4:35-36 (KJV) 
 

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, 
I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are 
white already to harvest.  And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together. 
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Their everyday conversation with the people who weren’t Christians was to be 
GOVERNED BY WISDOM.  This wisdom is available in the person of Christ. 
 
 
Colossians 2:3 (DAV) 
 

Christ, in whom are all the hidden treasures of the wisdom and 
knowledge. 

 
 
I am to be an urgent individual making the best use of my time and not wasting 
it.  My responsibility to those who are outside of Jesus Christ is by my life to 
display the glories of my Saviour to them. 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
 4:5.  Paul shifts his evangelistic interest from himself to the believers at 
Colosse.  If believers are to be effective in sharing the message, they must be 
wise in the way [they] act toward outsiders.  Wisdom enables us to combine 
boldness with tact.  Wisdom enables us to employ the proper approach in 
specific situations and with particular individuals.  If believers are to be 
effective in sharing the message, they must also make the most of every 
opportunity.  The literal translation of this phrase is redeem [buy back] the 
time.  It refers to “snapping up every opportunity that comes.” 
p. 346 
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Barclay says: 
 
HERE are three brief instructions for the life of the Christian in the world. 
 
 (i) The Christian must behave himself with wisdom and with tact 
towards those who are outside the Church.  The Christian must of necessity be 
a missionary.  But he must know when and when not to speak to others about 
his religion and theirs.  He must never give the impression of superiority and of 
censorious criticism.  He must remember that there are a few people who have 
ever been argued into Christianity.  If that is so, the Christian must remember 
that, by being what he is, he is either a good or a bad advertisement for the 
faith which he bears.  It is not by his words but by his life that he will attract 
people to, or repel them from, Christianity.  On the Christian there is laid the 
great responsibility, not of talking about Christ, but of showing men Christ, not 
in words, but in life. 
 
 (ii) The Christian must be a man on the outlook for opportunity.  He must 
buy up every opportunity to work for Christ and to serve men that he possibly 
can.  There are too many people in the world today whose one aim is to evade 
this kind of opportunity.  Daily life and work are continually offering men 
opportunities to witness for Christ, and to influence people for Christ—and 
there are so many who avoid the opportunities instead of embracing them.  The 
Church is constantly offering its members the opportunity to teach, to sing, to 
visit, to work for the good of the Christian congregation—and there are so many 
who deliberately refuse these opportunities instead of accepting them.  
Opportunity means work; for opportunity is what we might call the raw 
material of achievement and of service.  The Christian is on the outlook for 
every opportunity, not to profit himself, but to serve Christ and his fellow-men. 
 
 (iii) The Christian must have charm and wit in his speech, that he may 
know how to give the right answer in every case.  Here is an interesting 
injunction.  It is all too true that Christianity in the minds of many is connected 
with a kind of sanctimonious dullness, and an outlook in which laughter is 
almost a heresy.  As C. F. D. Moule says, this is “a warning not to confuse loyal 
godliness with graceless insipidity.”  The Christian must commend his message 
with the charm and the wit which were in Jesus Himself.  There is too much of 
the Christianity which stodgily depresses a man, and too little of the 
Christianity which scintillates with life and charm. 
pp. 199-200 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 These verses, with their call for discreet behavior in an unbelieving 
society, may reflect the fact that charges of misconduct on the part of Christians 
were being circulated.  Therefore the Colossian Christians should be all the 
more cautious, living in so exemplary a way as to give the lie to such slander. 
p. 840 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
In reality, Paul makes two appeals—one having to do with how Christians are 
to live (v.5), the other relating how they are to speak (v.6).  Careful attention to 
these matters will not only remove unfounded suspicions about Christians but 
also further the acceptance of the Gospel. 
p. 840 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
5  To “be wise in the way you act toward outsiders” is to show practical 
Christian wisdom in dealing with secular society.  Paul’s words imply that 
believers are to be cautious and tactful so as to avoid needlessly antagonizing or 
alienating their pagan neighbors.  In a positive sense, these words also imply 
that believers should conduct themselves so that the way they live will attract, 
impress, and convict non-Christians and give the pagan community a favorable 
impression of the Gospel . . . 
p. 840 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 The verb in the statement “make the most . . . of every opportunity” is a 
market word that means “to buy out” or “purchase completely.”  So Christians, 
as an expression of practical wisdom, must buy up and make the most of every 
opportunity for witnessing to the faith.  “Opportunity” . . . denotes either a 
specific point of time or a significant time, God’s time.  This latter meaning 
appears to be the preferred sense in the present passage. 
p. 840 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Paul reminded the believers of their responsibility to be wise in the way they 
acted toward non-Christians (outsiders).  Paul was observing that while the 
Christian fellowship does (and should) make some allowances for the mistakes 
of its own, the world will not.  Christians’ behavior toward unbelievers should 
be above reproach.  Elsewhere, Paul wrote that the believers’ daily lives and 
hard work should win the respect of outsiders (1 Thessalonians 4:12).  The 
believers were not to hide from the world in a secret organization; instead, they 
were to live in the world.  They were to make the most of every opportunity to 
share the gospel with unbelievers. 
p. 229 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 5 Reverting from his personal circumstances to the general principles of 
Christian conduct, he bids his readers behave themselves wisely in their 
dealings with non-Christians.  Distorted accounts of Christian conduct and 
belief were in circulation; it was important that Christians should give no color 
to these calumnies, but should rather give the lie to them by their regular 
manner of life.  It remains true that the reputation of the gospel is bound up 
with the behavior of those who claim to have experienced its saving power. 
p. 174 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
5.  Their regular intercourse with unbelievers is to be governed by wisdom.  
This is no mere human wisdom but comes from above.  Indeed, as Paul has 
already stated, Christ is the source of this wisdom, and so, as the believer is in 
Christ, he is in touch with the wisdom which can guide his steps.  He is to 
redeem the time.  Redeeming may be used in the sense of ‘make the most of’.  
The thought would be that in view of the shortness of the time, because of the 
Parousia, every opportunity must be bought up. 
pp. 96-97 
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Dunnam says: 
 
 “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside” (4:5).  This has special 
meaning for those who would share the gospel.  Paul’s sense of urgency is 
unrivaled in Christian history.  Yet he sounds a word of caution concerning our 
relationship with “outsiders.”  Phillips translates his word, “Be wise in your 
behavior towards non-Christians.”  How much of our “evangelistic witnessing” 
disregards the feelings and sensitivities of those we seek to win.  Neurotically 
driven to “make our witness” and to save those who are lost, we forget that we 
do not save, God does.  We have no power to convert; that is the work of the 
Holy Spirit.  Our witness is not ours; it is our witness of Jesus Christ.  If our 
words, and the way we present those words, do not reflect His love and concern, 
then we need not be surprised when they fall on stony ground. 
p. 391 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
“Redeeming the opportunity.”  It means to bear witness to those without when 
the proper time for it presents itself.  And when the opportunity comes the word 
spoken is to be “always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how 
ye ought to answer each one.” 
p. 83 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
THE NEXT IMPERATIVE advices the Colossians on how to act toward outsiders in 
daily life.  As a minority in a hostile environment, Christians were concerned 
about the impressions they made on their neighbors.  They were not resentful 
that they were marginalized in their society.  They believed they “have been 
given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority” (2:10), 
and it led them to look at the pagans around them as the deprived “outsiders,” 
aliens to God’s kingdom . ..  
p. 273 
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Gromacki says: 
 
 Unsaved men watch and listen; therefore, a Christian must be consistent 
in what he does and what he says.  Lest he be called a hypocrite, there must be 
a holy balance between life and lip. 
p. 157 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
That Paul had this positive purpose in mind is also evident from the fact that he 
adds: making the most of the opportunity.  If the participle used in the original 
has fully retained its etymological significance, the apostle literally said, “. . . 
buying up the opportunity.”  The sense then would be “Do not just sit there and 
wait for opportunity to fall into your lap, but go after it.  Yes, buy it.”  “Buy up 
the entire stock of opportunity” (Moule, op. cit., p. 134).  “Count not the cost.  
Winning even one soul for Christ is worth it (cf. Prov. 11:30; Rom. 11:14), and so 
is salvation itself” (Matt. 13:44, 45).  But in any event the minimal meaning is, 
“Avail yourselves of every opportunity to be a blessing to others.” 
pp. 182-3 
 
 
 
C. Henry says: 
 
In one sense, believers should never care how outsiders regard them.  Their 
Master is Christ, not the world.  But in another sense, they must live carefully 
before outsiders, making the most of every opportunity, for it is thus that they 
commend Christ to those that do not believe.  Their speech must have that 
convincing quality that comes from association with Christ. 
p. 330 
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Henry says: 
 
 The apostle exhorts them further to a prudent conduct towards the 
heathen world, or those out of the Christian church among whom they lived  
(v. 5): Walk in wisdom towards those who are without.  Be careful to get no hurt 
by them, and to do no hurt to them, or increase their prejudices against religion.  
Do them all the good you can, and by all the fittest means recommend religion 
to them.—Redeeming the time; either “improving every opportunity of doing 
them good,” or else “walking with circumspection, to give them no advantage 
against you. 
p. 1874 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
Ah, happy he who, knowing how to wait, 

Knows, also how to watch, and work, and stand, 
On Life’s broad deck alert, and at the prow 
To seize the passing moment, big with fate, 

From Opportunity’s extended hand, 
When the great clock of Destiny strikes NOW!” 
p. 171 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
in wisdom—practical Christian prudence.  them . . . without—Those no in the 
Christian brotherhood (I Cor. 5:12; I Thess. 4:12).  The brethren, through love, 
will make allowances for an indiscrete act or word of a brother; the world will 
make none.  Therefore be the more on your guard in your intercourse with the 
latter, lest you be a stumbling block to their conversion. 
p. 1327 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
redeeming the time—The Greek expresses, buying up for yourselves, and 
buying off from worldly vanities the opportunity, whenever it is afforded you, of 
good to yourselves and others.  “Forestall the opportunity, i.e., to buy up an 
article out of the market, so as to make the largest profit from it” . . . 
p. 1327 
 
 
 
King says: 
 
 “Redeeming the time”—buying up the opportunity, as this phrase is often 
rendered.  Losing no chance that may present itself to “catch men” in the 
gospel-net, Luke v. 10.  But, “redeeming”, buying—such words surely contain an 
idea of cost; and, assuredly, this business of soul-winning is a costly affair.  
Watchfulness, patience, courage, tact, prayer, testimony, life, energy—all this 
spiritual currency builds up into the human side of the purchase cost of this 
fishing industry.  Recall the impelling lines of Horatius Bonar’s hymn, as he 
originally wrote it, not as in the emasculated words of modern hymn books— 
 
  “Speed, speed thy work; cast sloth away, 
  With great strong wrestlings souls are won.”  
p. 116 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 
 The inner life of prayer must be matched by an outward life of conduct.  
No amount of praying can justify an unrighteous and hypocritical conduct. 
p. 178 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 
 Walking in wisdom certainly must mean in good sense.  It means tact 
and discretion.  It means intelligence and common sense.  It means a practical 
prudence that will shape all our conduct. 
p. 179 
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Lenski says: 
 
Christian wisdom in our daily contact with them will avoid everything that may 
prejudice them against the gospel and will do everything that may win them for 
the gospel.  It will make the most of every opportunity that offers itself as one 
does when he gets a good chance to buy up something and then buys to the 
limit. 
p. 193 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
. . . letting no opportunity slip you, of saying and doing what may further the 
cause of God’ . . . 
p. 232 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Living a godly life also involves making the most of the opportunity.  
Moses prayed in Psalm 90;12, “So teach us to number our days, that we may 
present to Thee a heart of wisdom.”  Opportunity is fleeting.  Life is short, and 
every day more people die without Christ.  “Night is coming, when no man can 
work” (John 9:4).  Our Lord may return at any moment.  Paul expressed the 
urgency of redeeming the time in Romans 13:11-14: 
 

This do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken 
from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.  The 
night is almost gone, and the day is at hand.  Let us therefore lay aside 
the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us behave 
properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 
promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its 
lusts. 

 
The time is now for believers to speak with their lives. 
p. 186 
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MacArthur says: 
 
Believers are called to live in such a way that they establish the credibility of 
the Christian faith and make the most of every evangelistic opportunity. 
p. 1745 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
We need to learn to “walk in wisdom toward them that are without.” 
 “Redeeming the time.”  Buy up your opportunities.  When you see an 
opportunity, pray that the Lord will lead you.  Don’t force yourself on people.  
Just pray and ask the Lord to open the door, and He will open it.  I wish I had 
space to tell you how many times this has happened in my life and in the lives 
of others.  Let Him open the door—before you make the mistake of putting your 
foot in your mouth.  I knocked on many doors when I was a pastor, and I often 
stepped in and put my foot in my mouth the very first thing.  Since then I have 
learned to do a lot more praying before I walk in. 
p. 363 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
 Having discussed a door of opportunity in ministry, Paul turned his 
thoughts to wise conduct.  The verb used, which is translated “be wise in the 
way you act,” occurs frequently to identify proper conduct.  Generally, 
translators use some form of the word “walk.” 
 Wisdom provides a proper environment for the Christian walk.  The 
theme of wisdom occurs frequently in this epistle, and that probably reflects a 
major concern of the false teachers as well.  Literally, Paul said, “In wisdom be 
walking.”  Thus godly wisdom encompasses the life, as well as the words.  At 
the beginning of the epistle, Paul prayed for the Colossians to know wisdom; 
here he prayed for them to live it. 
p. 323 
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Moule says: 
 
In wisdom, in the holy practical good-sense of sympathy, humility, fidelity, 
walk, carry on the intercourse of life, with regard to . . . those who stand outside 
the circle of faith; your pagan neighbours, who will so surely watch the life and 
temper of those who claim to have found man’s true creed. 
p. 256 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
. . . it is quite natural to take the participle as specifying the means by which 
the command for the readers to conduct themselves wisely is to be carried out, 
that is, by “snapping up every opportunity that comes.”  The verb . . . (“buy,” 
“buy up,” “redeem”) is drawn from the commercial language of the market place 
. . . and its prefix, the preposition . . . denotes an intensive activity, a buying 
which exhausts the possibilities available . . . 
p. 241 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
In the next two verses Paul provides some guidelines for Christian relationships 
with unbelievers . . . He would not sanction any movement of Christianity into 
private cliques or withdrawal from society.  Rather, believers are to give visible 
(conduct) and verbal (speech) witness to their faith.  The apostle seeks to 
encourage his readers to behave in a way that will authenticate their faith 
before outsiders . . . 
p. 97 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
It is unclear whether Christians are to make the most of every opportunity 
because it was believed the Lord was near, or, in the light of Ephesians 5:16, 
“because the days are evil.”  Either way, the emphasis is upon using every 
available opportunity for Christian witness.  This, however, is to be done wisely.  
Enthusiasm must be accompanied by common sense and tact.  Witness without 
wisdom often produces ill-will and negative results. 
p. 97 
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Pickell says: 
 
 4.  For relationships with unbelievers, 4:5-6.  The Apostle closes this 
portion of his letter with a word about the Christian’s relations with those who 
do not believe in Christ.  He is to “walk in wisdom,” “redeem the time,” and 
speak “with grace, seasoned with salt.”  Phillips’ translation is almost a 
commentary in itself: “Be wise in your behavior toward non-Christians, and 
make the best possible use of your time.  Speak pleasantly to them, but never 
sentimentally, and learn how to give a proper answer to every questioner.” 
p. 65 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside: Early Christians were 
often viewed with suspicion, distrust, and disdain.  They were considered 
atheists because they would not worship the gods of Rome and Greece.  Many 
labeled them as unpatriotic because they would not burn incense before the 
image of the emperor.  Some accused the early Christians of participating in 
orgies because of their talk of “love feasts” (Jude 12).  Others harbored 
suspicions that Christians were really cannibals, who ate and drank the blood 
and the body of the Lord.  Which such misrepresentations of Christian belief 
and practice running rampant, it was very important for misunderstandings to 
be dispelled by the virtuous and impeccable lives of Christian believers. 
p. 1568 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
It takes wise walking to win them to Christ.  Redeeming the time . . . We all 
have the same time.  Paul goes into the open market and buys it up by using it 
rightly.  See the same metaphor in Eph. 5:16. 
p. 510 
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Robertson says: 
 
 “Go on walking in wisdom toward those without, buying up the 
opportunity.”  Walk comes before talk, for ministers as for all servants of Christ.  
But this walk is to be in practical Christian wisdom.  Jesus had urged the 
disciples to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves (Matt. 10:16). 
p. 128 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
Reverting from his personal situation to the general principles of Christian 
conduct, he bids his readers behave themselves wisely in the sight of non-
Christians. 
pp. 298-9 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 Paul spoke of the pagan world as “them that are without” (Col. 4:5).  He 
acknowledged the stern truth that there is a wall of separation between those 
who follow the Saviour and those who do not.  The community of the redeemed, 
therefore, must live in such a manner that their wisdom will impress all 
outsiders with the reality of God’s grace.  True wisdom is reflected not in one’s 
capacity for speculation but in his superior pattern of conduct. 
 A Christian must make the most of every occasion by filling it with 
positive Christian conduct.  “Redeeming the time” (v. 5), said Paul, for he 
thought little time remained before the return of the Master. 
p. 164 
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Wuest says: 
 
“Walk” is peripateō, “to order one’s behavior.”  “Them that are without” is tous 
exō, “those outside,” namely, those without the pale of the Church, the 
unbelievers.  Expositors says: “They must be wise in their relations with them 
so as not to give them an unfavorable impression of the gospel.”  “Redeeming” is 
exagorazō, “to buy up the opportunity for one’s self,” that is, to make a wise and 
sacred use of every opportunity for doing good, so that zeal and well-doing are, 
as it were, the purchase-money by which we make the time our own” (Thayer). 
p. 234 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
In wisdom be ordering your behavior towards those on the outside, buying up 
for yourselves the strategic, opportune time. 
p. 234 
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(Voices from the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings edited by Richard Rushing)  
Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright– Richard Rushing, 2009. 

 
Making the best use of the time, 

because the days are evil. 
Ephesians 5:16 

 
 Time is man’s opportunity to accomplish the work for which he is living.  
He who makes best use of the time considers what he parts with of lesser value 
than what is gained.  It is God that calls you to labour; will you stand by or be 
doing other things while he expects duty from you?  Moses must go to Pharaoh 
when God bids him, Jonah must go to Nineveh, and Abraham must sacrifice his 
son when God bids him.  And will you go about your fleshly pleasures when God 
commands you to his service?  Heaven and hell are the outcome of our warfare.  
Have we time to spare in the midst of such a fight?  The loss of time is no small 
part of the enemy’s victory.  Can we play and loiter away our time with so much 
serious work to do?  We must arise and stir up our soul as if a bear were at our 
back, or our house were burning.  Consider in review how profitable redeeming 
the time has been in time past.  How cheerfully would we redeem the time when 
heaven, communion with God along the way, a life of holy strength and comfort, 
and a death full of joy and hope are to be gained!  Look back on the times past, 
and tell me which part is sweetest to your thoughts?  At death, I can tell you 
that it will bring unspeakable comfort to look back on a well-spent life.  What a 
joy in going out of the world to be able to say, ‘I glorified you on earth, having 
accomplished the work that you gave me to do’ (John 17:4), or with Paul, ‘I have 
finished the race’ (2 Tim. 4:6-8).  O, time well spent is a precious cordial to a 
soul that is making up its last accounts.  How precious is time to a dying man!  
O what would an ungodly unprepared sinner give for some of the time he 
wasted before as nothing!  O how they wish they had made much of every 
minute!  What is undone at death must be undone forever. 
 
RICHARD BAXTER, A Christian Directory, I:230-234 
p. 298 
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(The Spiritual Combat by Lorenzo Scupoli) Mesa, AZ: Scriptoria Books. 
Copyright – Scriptoria Books, 2009. 

 
 Remember every day, that He Who gives you the morning does not 
promise the evening, and when He gives you the evening, does not promise the 
next morning. 
 Spend, then, every moment of the passing hour in a way which is 
pleasing to God, as if it were your last, and so much the more carefully, seeing 
that for every moment you must give the strictest account. 
p. 40 
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(Pearls of Great Price: 366 Daily Devotional Readings by Joni Eareckson Tada) 
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – Joni Eareckson Tada, 2007.  

 
One Thing at a Time 

 
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of 
God. 

―1 CORINTHIANS 10:31 
 
 One early spring day I went to visit Corrie ten Boom, the survivor of the 
Nazi Holocaust who shared her story in The Hiding Place.  In her latter years, 
she lived in Southern California.  My friends and I were able to help Pam, her 
companion, learn basic things about Corrie’s disability and her wheelchair.  
After our short training session, we sat in Corrie’s backyard, admiring her early 
spring flowers and enjoying the warm sun on our backs. 
 The day was filled with activity, yet relaxed and slow paced.  After we 
enjoyed the flowers, we went into the kitchen for tea and chocolates.  After tea 
we read the Bible and prayed.  Then we retired to the parlor and talked.  I was 
amazed how quickly the day flew by, yet how peaceful and stress free it seemed.  
Pam explained, “Tante Corrie and I never do lots of things at once.  We don’t sit 
outside, read, and enjoy tea and chocolates.  We space everything out so we can 
truly appreciate the individual pleasures of each activity.”  That day I witnessed 
the glory of God in watching spring flowers bob in the breeze . . . in savoring the 
taste of dark chocolate . . . in smelling the fragrance of Earl Grey tea . . . in 
listening to an elderly saint pray . . . and of discovering new insights in God’s 
Word.  All because I lived the day at Corrie’s pace. 
 

Someone has pushed the fast-forward button on our days.  As the 
microwave heats our morning Danish, we pay bills online, listen for the 
chime on the dryer, all the while eavesdropping on Dr. Dobson on 
Christian radio.  Little wonder we feel stressed out.  Galatians 5:25 says, 
“Let us keep in step with the Spirit.”  Often the Spirit takes very slow 
steps.  Push the pause button, and find a way you can slow down today.  
Enjoy God’s glory in every small thing. 

 
Spirit of Christ, help me to keep in step with you today and not run ahead. 
(March 16) 
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(Voices from the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings edited by Richard Rushing)  
Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright– Richard Rushing, 2009. 

 
Those who have a covenant union with God may be filled with contentment of 
spirit, for God is a rich blessing to the soul.  He is a sufficient good.  He who has 
God has enough.  He is not only a full vessel but a spring.  God is an infinite 
fullness.  Other things can no more fill the soul than a mariner’s breath can fill 
the sails.  He sanctifies all of our blessings—our health is blessed, our estate is 
blessed, and all of our crosses are blessed.  In giving us himself he gives us the 
crowning blessing.  In God’s character there is a sweetness that fascinates and 
enraptures the soul, ‘at your right hand are pleasures’ (Psa. 16:11).  If God is 
our God let it cheer and revive us in all conditions.  To be content with God is 
not enough, but to be cheerful. 
p. 314 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
He who never seeks the conversion of another is in imminent danger of being 
damned himself. 1282.141 
p. 455 
 
 
Do you want to go to heaven alone?  I fear you will never go there.  Have you no 
wish for others to be saved?  Then you are not saved yourself.  Be sure of that. 
2019.222 
p. 455 
 
 
Do not be ashamed of confessing your past folly.  I think a man who says,  
“I was wrong,” really in effect says, “I am a little wiser to-day than I was 
yesterday.” 2623.243  
p. 491 
 
 
Procrastination is not only the thief of time, but the thief of souls.  Now is the 
day of salvation; I have never heard of any other day. 550.42 
p. 559 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Who among us can reckon upon a single hour?  We talk of being living men: let 
us correct ourselves, and feel from this moment that we are dying men, whose 
every breath brings them nearer to the grave.  We are and are not; we walk in a 
vain show, and are disquieted in vain. 1258.565 
p. 277 
 
 
Slow and sure is better than fast and flimsy. PT138 
p. 293 
 
 
John 9:4 (NASB) 
 

We must work the works of Him who sent Me, as long as it is day; night 
is coming, when no man can work.  

 
 
We have talked of: 
 

COMMUNION with our Lord, 
 

CONTACT with those who are outside, and 
 

CONCERN TO COMMUNICATE with them and how that 
communication should take place. 

 
 
The ANSWER is in verse 6, our final verse of the study. 
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v. 6  Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, to the end that 
you know how you ought to answer everyone.  

 
 
This is the FOURTH AND FINAL COMMAND in the passage: 
 

“LET YOUR SPEECH BE ALWAYS WITH GRACE, SEASONED WITH 
SALT.” 

 
 
COMMAND #1: 
 
 verse 2—“Be busily engaged in prayer.” 
 
 
COMMAND #2: 
 
 verse 5—“In wisdom be ordering your behavior towards those outside.” 
 
 
COMMAND #3: 
 
 verse 5—“buying up for yourselves the time.” 
 
 
Now we have: 
 
COMMAND #4: 
 

verse 6—“LET YOUR SPEECH BE ALWAYS WITH GRACE,  
      SEASONED WITH SALT.” 
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The NET Bible then translates verse 6: 
 

Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how you should answer everyone.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 6: 
 

Be gracious in your speech.  The goal is to bring out the best in others in 
a conversation, not put them down, not cut them out. 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
In addition, their conversation (logos, “word, discourse, talking”) should be 
always full of . . . grace (“gracious, pleasing”; . . .) and yet seasoned with salt 
(i.e., pure and penetrating; 4:6).  In this way they could answer everyone who 
asked “the reason for the hope” . . . they had. 
 
 
We come now to see the THIRD ADMONITION in this section: 
 

1. A good witness manifests CONCERN by his prayer life. 
 
2. He reflects Christ in his CONDUCT. 
 
3. He is careful in his COMMUNICATION. 

 
 
1 Peter 3:15 (DAV) 
 

but set apart Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being those who are 
prepared to make a defense to everyone who is asking you for a reason 
concerning the hope that is in you, but doing this with gentleness and 
reverence; 
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When we have earned the right through our lives to use our lips, Paul is saying: 
 

As a witness for Christ, we are to “LET [OUR] SPEECH ALWAYS WITH 
GRACE, SEASONED WITH SALT.” 

 
 
Effective communication is dependent first on our relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.  Once this relationship is established and we are 
maintaining that relationship through fellowship, we can trust Him for the 
proper words to say at the given moment.   
 
 
Both our PUBLIC AND PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS are included here in the 
word: 
 

“ALWAYS.” 
 
 
Paul says TWO THINGS about our “SPEECH” here: 
 

1. “WITH GRACE”—it is speech which reflects the grace of God 
toward us.  It is speech which is KIND. 

 
2. it is “SEASONED WITH SALT.” 

 
 
Matthew 5:13 (KJV) 
 

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but  
to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 

 
 
Ephesians 4:29 (TLB) 
 

Don’t use bad language.  Say only what is good and helpful to those you 
are talking to, and what will give them a blessing. 
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Colossians 3:8 (DAV) 
 

But now put away also all these things: anger, wrath, wickedness, evil 
speaking, abusive language out of your mouth. 

 
 
“THE END” in view is: 
 

“THAT YOU KNOW HOW YOU OUGHT TO ANSWER EVERYONE.” 
 
 
The Lord will give wisdom and the words to say when we are communicating 
with those who are in search of the Savior if we will just be dependent upon 
Him and allow Him to control us in these situations. 
 
 
Exodus 4:10-12 (KJV) 
 

And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither 
heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of 
speech, and of a slow tongue.  And the LORD said unto him, Who hath 
made man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or 
the blind? have not I the LORD?  Now therefore go, and I will be with thy 
mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say. 

 
 
Psalm 81:10 (KJV) 
 

. . . open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. 
 
 
 
Psalm 19:14 (KJV) 
 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer. 
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Anders says: 
 
Paul wants believers to know how to answer everyone.  He tells them to answer 
with speech which is gracious, wholesome, and appealing. 
p. 346 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
Like his Lord and also like James the brother of the Lord, Paul knew how 
important the way Christians speak is . . . Here he may well have had in mind 
the relation of the right kind of speech to witnessing.  So their speech, he 
reminds the Colossians, must be always full of “grace” and “seasoned with salt.”  
“Grace” . . . a word that usually denotes divine favor, seems here to be used in 
the broader sense of “pleasantness,” “attractiveness,” “charm,” and 
“winsomeness.”  These ideas are all implicit in the word. 
pp. 840-1 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 “Seasoned with salt” may mean that Christian conversation is to be 
marked by purity and wholesomeness.  Some, however, understand “salt” in the 
sense of that which gives taste or flavor.  Among the ancient Greeks “salt” could 
designate the wit that gives zest and liveliness to conversation.  The remainder 
of v.6 tells why we should cultivate this kind of speech: “so that you will know 
how to answer everyone.”  Conversation must be appropriate for each person to 
whom we speak. 
p. 841 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
The believers were to be wise in how they acted (4:5), but their witness should be 
more than actions alone.  The spoken word would be the communication method; 
therefore, they should be wise in how they spoke. 
 Speech that is gracious is kind and courteous.  Speech that is seasoned with 
salt is interesting (as opposed to dull), invites interaction (as opposed to refusing to 
listen and discuss), adds “spice” to a discussion (by penetrating to deeper levels), 
and is pure and wholesome (as opposed to “filthy language,” 3:8). 
p. 229 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
 No Christian should have a dull, tiresome, know-it-all monologue of his 
faith.  Instead, Christians, who have the most exciting news in the world to 
share, should be able to share that message with excitement, ability to invoke 
interest, an understanding of the basics, a willingness to listen and discuss, and 
a desire to answer everyone’s questions graciously. 
p. 229 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
SALTY SPEECH 
The way words are spoken is as important as the words themselves.  When we 
tell others about Christ, we should always be gracious in what we say.  No 
matter how much sense the message makes, we lose our effectiveness if we are 
not courteous.  Just as we like to be respected, we must respect others if we 
want them to listen to what we have to say. 
p. 230 
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Bruce says: 
 
 Moreover, the conversation of Christians must not only be “opportune as 
regards the time; it must also be appropriate as regards the person.”  The 
importance attached in the primitive church to the proper answering of 
questions about the faith is attested by various passages in the Gospels, as also 
by the exhortation in 1 Pet. 3:15, “Always be prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who calls you to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with 
gentleness and reverence.” 
p. 175 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
 6.  Consistency of life must be followed by the witness of the spoken word.  
It hardly seems adequate, in view of Paul’s high view of grace, to see here 
merely an allusion to a gracious or acceptable way of speaking.  This is of course 
true, but there is much more in the phrase ‘in grace’ (en charity).  Grace is, as it 
were, the element in which the believer moves.  He speaks as one who has 
experienced, and indeed constantly experiences, the grace of God.  This should 
influence the content of his words as he seeks to avoid what would be unworthy 
of the God who has saved him, and to impart continually that which will edify 
the hearer.  It should beget a spirit of humility, for one who is himself a debtor 
to grace can scarcely be boastful before men.  it should lead to a gracious 
approach, for an awareness of God’s merciful dealings with him should deliver 
him from a brusque or ungracious attitude to others. 
p. 97 
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Hendriksen says: 
 
 Now in their conversations believers must be mindful not only of the 
particular occasion that evokes their remarks but also of the person addressed.  
Hence, the apostle continues: so that you may know how to answer each 
individual.  In other words, they speak the right word at the right time to the 
right person.  This reminds us of I Peter 3:15, “But in your hearts reverence 
Christ as Lord, always being ready to make a defense to anyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.”  
The Holy Spirit himself will help them to do this.  Hence, they need not be 
frightened . . . 
p. 184 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
Let all your discourse be as becomes Christians—savoury, discreet, seasonable.”  
Though it be not always of grace, it must be always with grace.  It must be in a 
Christian manner: seasoned with salt.  Grace is the salt which seasons our 
discourse, makes it savoury, and keeps it from corrupting.  That you may know 
how to answer every man.  We have need of a great deal of wisdom and grace to 
give proper answers to every man, particularly in answering the questions and 
objections of adversaries against our religion, giving the reasons of our faith. 
p. 1874 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
How much divine wisdom is needed, and how close must the servant keep to the 
Master Himself, in order that he may know how to answer every man. 
p. 175 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
Even the smallest leaf of the believer should be full of the sap of the Holy Spirit 
(Jer. 17:7, 8).  His conversation should be cheerful without levity, serious 
without gloom.  Cf. Luke 4:22; John 7:46, as to Jesus’ speech.  seasoned with 
salt—i.e., the savor of fresh and lively spiritual wisdom and earnestness, 
excluding all “corrupt communication,” and also tasteless insipidity . . . 
p. 1327 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 
 The Christian’s talk and walk are important things that follow his 
prayers.  They have their proportionate place and they are exceedingly vital.  
Because both its walk and talk are at such wide variance the church is an issue 
for men’s discussion instead of a force for world influence.  This disparagement 
is lamentable and tragic. 
p. 180 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
. . . ‘Not only must your conversation be opportune as regards the time; it must 
also be appropriate as regards the person.’  The Apostle’s precept was enforced 
by his own example . . . 
p. 233 
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Lovett says: 
 
 PROVOCATIVE.  Paul is speaking of the skilled witness.  The Greek 
says, “seasoned with salt,” a metaphor which indicates that the witness’ words 
should be palatable to the unsaved listener.  As salt flavors food, so does 
effective technique make the Gospel arresting and fascinating to lost souls.  In 
our day of “hit and run” living, we must learn the science of witnessing “with 
salt” when so many are Gospel-hardened.  That Christian who makes 
witnessing his business, is wise indeed.  Why?  Because the only treasure 
awaiting any of us in heaven is that which we “lay up” for ourselves.  
Witnessing is the way we accumulate our wealth.  Does any Christian honestly 
intend to arrive in heave—flat broke? 
p. 195 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Consistency of life must be followed by consistency of speech.  Paul is not 
speaking here of preaching the gospel, but general conversation. 
p. 187 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
with grace.  To speak what is spiritual, wholesome, fitting, kind, sensitive, 
purposeful, complimentary, gentle, truthful, loving, and thoughtful . . . seasoned 
with salt.  Just as salt not only flavors, but prevents corruption, the Christian’s 
speech should act not only as a blessing to others, but as a purifying influence 
within the decaying society of the world. 
p. 1745 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
They are recipients of God’s grace: let that grace be evident in the words they 
speak.  Their conversation ought not to be dull or insipid; instead, they ought to 
choose the right word as they respond to each non-Christian who asks them 
questions about either their beliefs or behavior. 
p. 244 
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Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
. . . With grace.] i.e. “With sweetness and courteousness,” saith Theodoret, “that 
it may be acceptable to the hearers;” . . . “that it may render you gracious to and 
favoured by them;” so Theophylact.  “Seasoned with salt;” salt is the symbol of 
wisdom, and in this sense the word is used . . . 
p. 794 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 The vast majority of people around us are lost.  They might be kind, 
thoughtful people and they might be religious, friendly people, but they need 
Christ.  Our conversation should get them asking questions, and when they do, 
we need to know how to answer them.  For this we need the enlightenment of 
the Holy Spirit.  Some people are looking for an argument, some are looking for 
answers to heart needs, some are idly curious, and some are victims of wrong 
teaching.  The Holy Spirit knows the hearts of all and what passage of Scripture 
should be used.  So we are to be ready. 
p. 208 
 
 
 
Pickell says: 
 
 The Colossians were charged to watch their conduct and live in the wisdom 
which results from an intimate communion with Christ.  This would, in turn, 
yield the virtues, and cut away the vices enumerated by Paul earlier in the letter.  
In addition they were not to be idle, but rather, to make the most of their time.  
God gives opportunities for witness, but they must be used.  If not seized upon, 
they are lost forever.  The Christian is to speak plainly, pleasantly, and 
understandably to the unbeliever.  No pious pomposity for him!  No common 
cliches!  No dull droning!  In short, he must maintain contact with unbelievers 
and through experience learn how to answer whatever questions may be posed.  
Above all, he must himself ring true, for the gospel will be judged mainly by what 
he is rather than what he says. 
p. 65 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
 4:6 Let your speech always be with grace: Christ was full of grace and 
truth (John 1:14).  Christians are to be gracious, pleasant, attractive, winsome, 
and courteous.  seasoned with salt: Not insipid, not flat, not dull, not tasteless.  
Christians are to have an edge of liveliness, and to be marked by purity, 
wholesomeness, and hallowed pungency.  that you may know . . . answer each 
one: In order that we can adapt the message to the situation and speak 
appropriately to each and every person. 
pp. 1568-9 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
Grace and salt (wit, sense) make an ideal combination.  Every teacher will 
sympathize with Paul’s desire “that ye know how ye must answer each one” . . . 
p. 510 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
Alexander Maclaren said: “It is better for most of us to fish with the rod than 
with the net, to angle for single souls, rather than to try and enclose a 
multitude at once.  Preaching to a congregation has its own place and value; but 
private and personal talk, honestly and wisely done, will effect more than the 
most eloquent preaching.”  And Alexander Maclaren was one of the greatest 
preachers of all time. 
p. 132 
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Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
The grace and wisdom that Paul desires for his own utterance he enjoins upon 
his readers too.  They never know when they may be called upon to give an 
answer in regard to their faith, whether in private conversation or more 
publicly.  If they practise grace of speech, it will not desert them when they find 
themselves suddenly confronted by the necessity of defending their Christian 
belief.  Nor will their speech be acceptable if it is insipid.  Those who are the 
salt of the earth may reasonably be expected to have some savour about their 
language. 
p. 299 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
 That you may know how each must answer the other.  The purpose of the 
gracefulness and seasoning is to uplift our conversation and make it becoming.  
He says “answer,” referring to our response to the questions and problems of life 
and salvation.  We must not only believe, but know “what” we believe and how 
to put that knowledge into pleasing and winning words.  Not just the clergy but 
all His children must be ready to give an answer for the hope that lies within 
them (I Peter 3:15). 
p. 117 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
  Fill up each hour with what will last; 
   Buy up the moments as they go; 
  The life above, when this is past, 
   Is the ripe fruit of life below. 

HORATIUS BONAR 
 
 Every Christian must live existentially by laying hold on every favorable 
opportunity to demonstrate the grace of God in his conduct. 
p. 165 
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Wuest says: 
 
“With grace” is en charity.  Expositors says: “probably gracious; ‘pleasant’ is the 
meaning; by the sweetness and courtesy of their conversation they are to 
impress favorably the heathen.” 
pp. 234-5 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
Your word, let it always be with graciousness, with salt thoroughly seasoned, to 
the end that you may know how it is necessary in the nature of the case to 
answer every one. 
p. 235 
 
 
The ULTIMATE PURPOSE is given in the final phrase of verse 6: 
 

“TO THE END THAT YOU KNOW HOW YOU OUGHT TO ANSWER 
EVERYONE.” 

 
 
Proverbs 11:30 (NIV) 
 

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.   
 
 
 
Biggest Problem in Communication 
 
The single biggest problem in communication is the illusion that it has taken 
place. 
 
—George Bernard Shaw, Irish literary critic, playwright, and essayist (1856-1950) 
 

Source unknown; submitted by Kevin Miller, executive vice president,  
Christianity Today International. 

 
© 2012 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 

 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(Smooth Stones Taken from Ancient Books: Being a collection of sentences, 
illustrations, and quaint sayings from that renowned Puritan, Thomas 
Brooks by C.H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. 
Copyright– Banner of Truth Trust, 2011. 

 
Christians should be like musk among linen, which casts a fragrant smell; or 
like that box of spikenard, which being broken open filled the house with its 
odour. 
p. 5 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Are you the victim of slander?  The Lord knows the truth.  Though you have 
been sadly misunderstood, if not wilfully misrepresented by ungenerous 
persons, yet God knows all about you; and his knowledge is of more importance 
than the opinions of dying men. 2098.427 
p. 450 
 
 
Catching fish is a fine business, but being fed is equally needful.  No fisherman 
can live on catching and counting.  It is a very deceptive thing for a man to 
sustain his faith upon the success of his labours. 2072.112 
p. p. M-549 
 
 
 
(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of Man 

by Ruth Paxson)  Chicago, IL: Moody Press.  Copyright––The Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago, 1928. 

 
Temper, anger, fretting, worry, murmuring, pride, selfishness, malice, 
worldliness, unfaithfulness, evil speaking, bitterness, jealousy, envy, 
quarreling, hatred, in fact “the old man’s” entire family of evil passions and 
desires may have worked havoc in one’s own personal life, and spoiled the day 
not only for one’s self, but for one’s family and friends and, most of all, have 
grieved God. 
p. 277 
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(A Place of Healing: Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and God’s 
Sovereignty by Joni Eareckson Tada)  Colorado Springs, CO: David C. 
Cook. Copyright– Joni Eareckson Tada, 2010. 

 
 As I have stated in the pages of this book, so many have tried to get me to 
say that my accident forty-three years ago was never part of God’s plan.  That 
my paralysis was never His intention.  That quadriplegia was never necessary.  
That chronic pain didn’t have to be.  That suffering was never part of His plan.  
That the many tears and groans and struggles and sleepless nights were 
needless and a waste of my energy and my life. 
 I know differently. 
 It was all planned long ago, and God brought it about in His perfect 
faithfulness.  And because He allowed it and permitted it, because He has 
walked with me through every moment of it, His plan has been marvelous for 
Joni Eareckson Tada. 
 And let me add this.  I mean these words as much as I have ever meant 
any words: 
 I am content. 
p. 197 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #11 – Colossians 4:2-6.doc 

124 

We have been talking about CHRIST IN MY WITNESS. 
 
 
We have noted together: 
 

1. I manifest my concern by PRAYER. 
 
2. In my CONDUCT I am ordering my behavior and wisdom toward 

those who are outside buying up the opportunities or the time to 
share Jesus Christ with them before it’s too late. 

 
3. I COMMUNICATE THE MESSAGE effectively because it’s merely 

sharing the One who is responsible for the change in my own life. 
 
 
The emphasis in the Word of God seems to be upon the thought of: 
 

BEING A WITNESS more than upon SHARING A WITNESS. 
 
 
The last words Jesus ever spoke in: 
 
Acts 1:8 (KJV) 
 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

 
 
1 Peter 3:1-2 (version unknown) 
 

In the same manner you wives be in subjection to your own husbands 
that if any obey not the word they also may without the word be won by 
the behavior of the wives, while they behold your chaste conduct coupled 
with fear. 
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I am afraid sometimes as witnesses of Jesus Christ, we fail because we become 
so excited about our own life and the joy of walking with the Lord ourselves, we 
fail to reach out to others. 
 
 
It is so easy for get the people outside simply because we’re so busy working on 
the inside. 
 
 
The scriptures say that where there is no vision, the people perish.   
 
 
And may we say with ISAIAH, after having caught a fresh glimpse of the Lord 
Himself , we have seen ourselves our own unworthiness experience cleansing 
and forgiveness: 
 

“Here am I, Lord, send me.” 
 
 
It was JESUS who said to the disciples in: 
 
John 20:21 (KJV) 
 

Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you. 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
 
LESSON #1:  A good witness is (1) concerned enough to pray; (2) careful with 

his conduct; and (3) communicates with compassion. 
 
 
LESSON #2:  Paul is a great example of a person who prays.  In Colossians 1:3 

he says: “[I am] giving thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, praying for you at all times” (DAV). 

 
 
LESSON #3:  To be “busily engaged in prayer” means that we work at it.   

It is a top priority.  We give it our best shot. 
 
 
LESSON #4:  In the little snippets of Christ’s words from the cross, out of the 

seven sayings three of them are prayers to the Father: (1) “Father, 
forgive them for they don’t know what they are doing.” (4) “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” (7) “Father, into your hands I am 
commending my spirit.” 

 
 
LESSON #5:  1 Thessalonians 5:17: “Pray without ceasing” (NASB). 
 
 
LESSON #6:  How unprepared we are for life’s great moments simply because 

we have slept instead of praying. 
 
 
LESSON #7:  Paul is asking the Colossians to pray for open doors of 

opportunity for ministry. 
 
 
LESSON #8:  Paul is praying for clarity in his communication to folks who need 

to know the Savior. 
 
 
LESSON #9:  It is Paul’s hope that as they pray for him he will be able to make 

plain the message to those who need to hear about the Lord Jesus. 
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LESSON #10:  “Lead me to some soul today. Oh teach me, Lord, just what to 
say.  Friends of mine are lost in sin, and cannot find their way.  Few 
there are who seem to care and few there are who pray.  Melt my heart 
and fill my life, give me one soul today.” (Will Houghton) 

 
 
LESSON #11:  Paul says two things about our speech here: (1) “with grace” and 

(2) that it is “seasoned with salt” (verse 6). 
 
 
LESSON #12:  The end result of this instruction is seen in that last phrase in 

verse 6: “You know how you ought to answer everyone.” 
 
 
LESSON #13:  Jesus’ last words before He ascended into glory are recorded in 

Acts 1:8: “but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (NASB). 
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(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)  Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright– Oswald Chambers Publications Association, 
1992. 

 
HELD BY THE GRIP OF GOD 

 
“I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also 
laid hold of me” (Philippians 3:12). 

 
 Never choose to be a worker for God, but once God has placed His call on 
you, woe be to you if you “turn aside to the right hand or to the left” 
(Deuteronomy 5:32).  We are not here to work for God because we have chosen 
to do so, but because God has “laid hold of” us.  And once He has done so, we 
never have this thought, “Well, I’m really not suited for this.”  What you are to 
preach is also determined by God, not by your own natural leanings or desires.  
Keep your soul steadfastly related to God, and remember that you are called not 
simply to convey your testimony but also to preach the gospel.  Every Christian 
must testify to the truth of God, but when it comes to the call to preach, there 
must be the agonizing grip of God’s hand on you—your life is in the grip of God 
for that very purpose.  How many of us are held like that? 
 Never water down the Word of God, but preach it in its undiluted 
sternness.  There must be unflinching faithfulness to the Word of God, but 
when you come to personal dealings with others, remember who you are—you 
are not some special being created in heaven, but a sinner saved by grace. 
 “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do  
. . . I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14). 
(June 28) 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
We have been clear upon the fact that good works are not the cause of salvation; 
let us be equally clear upon the truth that they are the necessary fruit of it. 
AM310 
p. M-534 
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(Cries Of The Heart: Bringing God Near When He Feels So Far by Ravi 
Zacharias) Nashville, TN.: Thomas Nelson.  Copyright – Ravi Zacharias, 
1998, 2002. 

 
He is Malcom Muggeridge, one of England’s most articulate journalists, and 
this is how he summed up his pursuit of pleasure. 
 

I may, I suppose, regard myself, or pass for being, as a relatively 
successful man.  People occasionally start at me in the streets––
that’s fame.  I can fairly easily earn enough to qualify for 
admission to the higher slopes of the Internal Revenue––that’s 
success.  Furnished with money and a little fame even the elderly, 
if they care to, may partake of trendy diversions––that’s pleasure.  
It might happen once in a while that something I said or wrote was 
sufficiently heeded for me to persuade myself that it represented a 
serious impact on our time––that’s fulfillment.  Yet I say to you––
and I beg you to believe me––multiply these tiny  triumphs by a 
million, add them all together, and they are nothing––less than 
nothing, a positive impediment––measured against one draught of 
that living water Christ offers to the spiritually thirsty, 
irrespective of who or what they are.9 

 

9.   Malcolm Muggeridge, Jesus Rediscovered (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1969), 77–78. 
p. 144 
 
 
 
(Second-Mile People by Isobel Kuhn)  Singapore: OMF International. 

Copyright– OMF International, 2008. 
 

‘For grace alone can reach me, 
And love alone can win.’ 
 
‘Oh when we are dying, 
How glad we will be, 
That the lamp of our life 
Has been burned out for Thee!’ 

p. 154 
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I would like to conclude with a song sung by the Florida Boys on their album 
“Saved By Grace”: 
 
Broken Vessels 
Nancy Click Banfield 
Centergy Music / BMI 
 
One day throughout the marketplace 
A potter searched and roamed. 
He was looking for a vessel 
To purchase for his own. 
There were many brought 
Before him there all shining bright and new. 
But he shook his head and told them no 
These vessels will not do. 
 
Chorus 
Bring me broken vessels 
Shattered pieces made of clay. 
Bring me broken vessels 
Ones the world has thrown away. 
I will take them in my able hand 
And make them over new. 
Just bring me broken vessels 
And see what I can do. 
 
I was so lost and scarred by sin 
Until I realized 
Unless I sought the Master’s touch 
My soul would not survive. 
So I brought my vessel as it was 
And gave the Lord control. 
Now by grace I’m bound for heaven 
And my vessel overflows. 
 
Chorus 
 
I will take them in my able hand 
And make them over new. 
Just bring me broken vessels 
And see what I can do. 
(Track #5) 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.




