
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Practical Study of 
 

COLOSSIANS: How Christians Grow 
 

“Christ Is All and in All” 
 
 

Study #2 – Colossians 1:9-14 
 

THE WILL, WALK, AND WORK OF CHRIST 
 
 
Key Verses: Colossians 1:9-10 

 
Because of this, we also from the day we heard are not ceasing in  
your  behalf praying and asking (petitions and definite requests), in 
order that you might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding, to live (walk) worthy of the Lord, 
to please Him in everything, in every good work, bearing fruit and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; 

 
Text: 
v. 9  Because of this, we also from the day we heard are not ceasing in your  
behalf praying and asking (petitions and definite requests), in order that you 
might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding, 
v.10  to live (walk) worthy of the Lord, to please Him in everything, in every 
good work, bearing fruit and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
v.11  equipped with all power, according to His glorious strength, unto every 
kind of patience and steadfastness with joy, 
v.12  Giving thanks to the Father who qualified you for the share of the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. 
v.13  Who rescued us out of the domain of the darkness, and transferred us 
into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 
v.14  in whom we are having our redemption, the forgiveness of our sins. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 

A Good Blonde Joke 
 
She was Sooooo Blonde… 

She thought a quarterback was a refund. 
She thought General Motors was in the army. 
She thought Meow Mix was a CD for cats. 

 
She was Sooooo Blonde… 

She took the ruler to bed to see how long she slept. 
She sent a fax with a stamp on it. 
Under “education” on her job applications, she put “Hooked On 
Phonics.” 

 
She was Sooooo Blonde… 

She spent 20 minutes looking at the orange juice can because it said 
“Concentrate.” 
She told me to meet her at the corner of “WALK” and “DON’T WALK.” 

 
She was Sooooo Blonde… 

She studied for a blood test. 
When she went to the airport and saw a sign that said, “Airport Left,” 
she turned around and went home. 

 
She was Sooooo Blonde… 

When she heard that 90% of all crimes occur around the home, she 
moved. 
She thought if she spoke her mind, she’d be speechless. 
She had a shirt that said “TGIF,” which she thought stood for “This 
Goes In Front.” 

 
(Received via email from Brenda Lawless, March 14, 2007) 
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The Obedient Wife 
 
There was a man who had worked all his life, had saved all his money, and 
was a real miser when it came to his money. 
 
Just before he died, he said to his wife: “When I die, I want you to take all my 
money and put it in the casket with me.  I want to take my money to the 
afterlife with me.” 
 
And so he got his wife to promise him, with all of her heart, that when he 
died, she would put all of the money into the casket with him. 
 
Well, he died.  He was stretched out in the casket, his wife was sitting 
there—dressed in black, and her friend was sitting next to her.  When they 
finished the ceremony, and just before the undertakers got ready to close the 
casket, the wife said, “Wait just a moment!” 
 
She had a small metal box with her; she came over with the box and put it in 
the casket.  Then the undertakers locked the casket down and they rolled it 
away.  So her friend said, “Girl, I know you were not foolish enough to put all 
that money in there with your husband.” 
 
The loyal wife replied, “Listen, I’m a Christian.  I cannot go back on my word.  
I promised him that I was going to put that money into the casket with him.” 
 
“You mean to tell me you put that money in the casket with him!?!?!?” 
 
“I sure did,” said the wife.  “I got it all together, put it into my account, and 
wrote him a check . . . If he can cash it, then he can spend it.” 
 
(Received via email from David Stubblefield, May 20, 2008) 
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(Lookin’ At Life by Joe Kreger) St. Louis, MO: Doane Agricultural Services. 
Copyright – Joe Kreger, 1997, second printing 2000.  

 
There Is a Place 
 
There is a place I’m going. 
Though, as yet, I don’t know when. 
But, I know it lies beyond the realm 
of death and pain and sin. 
 
Infirmity will have no dominion. 
Eternal joy will abound. 
Floods and drought and poverty 
won’t touch that Higher Ground. 
 
We’ll break free from the shackles 
of bodies tired and worn. 
Our voices will join in unending praise, 
never more to mourn. 
 
There will be no need for justice 
in a place that’s ruled by grace. 
Doubt will pass from our memories 
when we see the Savior’s face. 
 
Each day will be a reunion 
with loved ones we long to see. 
Saints of old will be our companions 
when we sit at the Father’s knee. 
 
The veil that clouds our vision 
will be forever gone. 
We’ll live in the Light, freed from night 
in the Land of Eternal Dawn. 
 
This promised destination 
can’t be reached by what we’ve done. 
Our passage is bought and paid for 
with the Blood shed by the Son. 
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Come and join me in the journey 
to that far-off Promised Place. 
Take Jesus as your Savior, 
and receive His Gift of Grace. 

pp. 135-36 
 
 
 
(When the Game Is Over, It All Goes Back In The Box by John Ortberg) 

Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.  Copyright– John Ortberg, 2007. 
 
 To help us get concrete, let’s look at the four categories of regret that 
are the most common when people get to the end of their lives.  (Remember, 
we are playing a game that doesn’t back up for anyone.)  And then we can ask 
where we most need to rearrange our lives to do regret prevention: 

• I would have loved more deeply. 
• I would have laughed more often. 
• I would have given more generously. 
• I would have lived more boldly. 

pp. 101–102 
 
 
 
(The Barbarian Way: Soul Cravings by Erwin Raphael McManus)  Nashville, 

TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– Erwin Raphael McManus, 2005. 
 
 I was surprised to learn that a group of buzzards waiting around 
together to feast on leftover carnage is called a committee.  Just this one 
insight is worth the price of the whole book.  This explains so much of what’s 
going on in churches—a lot of committees waiting around to live off human 
carnage. 
pp. 136-7 
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It’s so easy for us to fall into such a state that we begin equating the will of 
God with our own personal desires.  We say with our lips that we are coming 
to seek God’s mind in the matter and willing to do His will, but we are 
oftentimes coming with our minds made up and we know what we want to do 
and we are somewhat bent on doing it. 
 
 
In STAGE #1 we considered the fact that CHRIST CHANGED MY LIFE. 
 
 
We discovered together that there are numerous ways that our lives have 
been changed.  There is now: 
 

a new capacity for LOVE, 
 
an experience of PEACE, 
 
a realization of FORGIVENESS, 
 
a RESTORATION OF RELATIONSHIPS, 
 
a DESIRE FOR GOD’S WORD, 
 
a HEART filled with COMMUNION AND PRAYER and a desire for 
PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING, 
 
a HUNGER FOR FELLOWSHIP, and 
 
JOY and STEADFASTNESS in the face of difficult circumstances. 

 
 
This changed life came as a result of an act of FAITH whereby Jesus Christ 
came into our hearts producing LOVE by His Spirit, which reveals itself in 
our daily lives.  Our expression of HOPE is in that which the Lord has 
prepared for us. 
 
 
Now that we have asked Jesus Christ to come into our hearts by faith, we 
enter the second stage in our relationship to Jesus Christ: 
 

STAGE #2: THE WILL, WALK, AND WORK OF CHRIST—verses 9-14. 
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Anders says: 
 
The Truth about Pleasing God (vv. 9-14) 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA: God is pleased when believers grow in knowledge and 
character and when they express gratitude for their salvation. 
p. 280 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
It is a very precious thing to hear the prayers of a saint for his friends; and 
that is what we hear in this passage.  It may well be said that this passage 
teaches us more about the essence of prayer’s request than almost any other 
passage in the New Testament.  From it we learn, as C. F. D. Moule has said, 
that prayer makes two great requests.  It asks for the discernment of God’s 
will, and then for the power to perform that will. 
p. 129 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 To the thanksgiving of vv. 3-8, the apostle adds a fervent petition.  He 
prays that the Colossians may be so filled with the knowledge of God’s will 
(v.9) that they may be enabled to live worthily of the Lord, pleasing him in 
everything (v.10a).  This worthy life involves fruitfulness in every good work 
(v.10b), growth in the knowledge of God (v.10c), patience and long-suffering 
(v.11), and gratitude to God for the blessings of redemption (vv.12-14). 
p. 817 
 
 
 
Baxter says: 
 

Opening prayer for “fulness” and “worthy walk” (i. 9-14). 
p. 203 
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Bruce says: 
 
2.  PRAYER FOR THE COLOSSIANS’ 
SPIRITUAL WELFARE (1:9-14) 
p. 44 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 9.  Paul’s 218-word sentence starts here at verse 9 and reaches through 
verse 20.  Beginning at verse 15, however, and continuing through verse 20, 
Christ’s Pre-eminence is set forth.  Hence, 1:9-14 can be considered a unit of 
thought all by itself, a touching description of the prayer of Paul and his 
associates for the Colossians.  In the original this part of the sentence—six 
verses in all—has 106 words. 
p. 54 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
There is something very precious and exceedingly instructive in being thus 
permitted to share the thoughts of, and notice the petitions offered up by the 
apostle Paul for the Lord’s people in various circumstances.  His deep concern 
for their growth in grace, their enlightenment in divine things, their 
apprehension of the purpose of God, and the manifestation of spiritual power 
in the life—all these come out very strikingly as he bows his knees before the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He was not content to know people 
were justified and hence safe for eternity. 
 He was controlled by the earnest desire that each one should 
understand the hope of his calling, in order that the life and walk might be in 
harmony with it, and that they might remember they were here to represent 
Christ, their risen Head.  
pp. 28-29 
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Lightfoot says: 
 
‘Hearing then that ye thus abound in works of faith and love, we on our part 
have not ceased, from the day when we received the happy tidings, to pray on 
your behalf. 
p. 137 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Even without the benefit of sophisticated scientific equipment or 
technology, every Christian can minister directly to the spiritual well-being of 
other believers without seeing or speaking to them.  We can play a role in 
their spiritual growth, and even secure God’s blessings for them.  The 
amazing means is prayer. 
 The ministry of an apostle consisted primarily of teaching the Word 
and prayer (Acts 6:4).  While Paul obviously gives rich instruction to the 
Colossians, he also shares something of his prayers for them.  Verses 9-14 are 
a sample of Paul’s ministry of prayer on their behalf.  His passionate words 
contain two elements: petition (vv. 9-11), and praise (vv. 12-14). 
p. 25 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 The Bible is replete with examples of God’s people praying for each 
other: 
 

• Job prayed for his friends (Job 42:10). 
• Moses prayed for Aaron (Deut. 9:20) and Miriam (Num. 12:13). 
• Samuel prayed for Israel (1 Sam. 7:5, 9). 
• David prayed for Israel (2 Sam. 24:17) and Solomon (1 Chron. 

29:18-19). 
• Hezekiah prayed for Judah (2 Kings 19:14-19). 
• Isaiah prayed for the people of God (Isa. 63:15-64:12). 
• Daniel prayed for Israel (Dan. 9:3-19). 
• Ezekiel prayed for Israel (Ezek. 9:8). 
• Nehemiah prayed for Judah (Neh. 1:4-11). 
• Jesus prayed for His disciples (John 17:9-24). 
• The Jerusalem church prayed for Peter’s release from prison (Acts 

12:5). 
• Paul prayed for Christians (e.g., Rom. 1:9-10; Eph. 1:16-19). 
• Epaphras prayed for the Colossians (Col. 4:12). 

p. 26 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
 In this next section we have Paul’s prayer for the Colossians.  This is 
one of the most wonderful prayers in Scripture.  It is a prayer that I think 
touches all the bases, and it will be very helpful for us to notice what Paul 
prays for. 
p. 337 
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Phillips says: 
 
 Paul was stirred deeply by the glowing report that Epaphras was able 
to bring to him of the love that the Colossian Christians displayed.  He burst 
into prayer!  It helped put things in perspective.  Paul’s outlet for any deep 
feeling was to pray. 
 This, another of Paul’s famous prayers, gives us an interesting glimpse 
of Paul’s perspective.  His own circumstances, be they threatening or 
thrilling, were always overshadowed by his heavenly vision.  He saw 
everything from heaven’s point of view. 
p. 35 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 We could profitably note the kinds of things for which Paul did not 
pray—at least it is rarely, if ever, mentioned that he did pray for them.  He 
did not pray to get out of prison or to be saved from execution.  He did not 
pray (at least in his recorded prayers) for financial support or about his 
chronic ill health.  He did not pray for people that God would prosper their 
business, heal their ailments, or forward the secular and material interests of 
their children, or even save their relatives.  Doubtless, there were times when 
he prayed for such things.  But these things were reserved for his private 
prayers.  We find them conspicuously absent from his public and recorded 
prayers. 
p. 35 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
 1:9-12  Paul’s prayer for the Colossian Christians is a model for us.  As 
soon as he heard of the new faith of the Colossians, he began interceding with 
God for them, asking Him to give them knowledge, wisdom, strength, and joy.  
He prayed that the new believers at Colosse would grow into Christian 
maturity so that they might walk before God, pleasing Him and producing 
good works. 
p. 1561 
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Trentham says: 
 
 This simple, yet comprehensive prayer, pleads for four things—the 
highest knowledge, the knowledge of the will of God; the deepest 
understanding, which is the ability to discern between the false and the true; 
power to live a worthy and fruitful life; and finally, for the bestowal of three 
great gifts: spiritual endurance, patience, and joy.  
p. 58 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
 The hope before you (1-12).  These people were going to heaven!  They 
had heard the Word and trusted the Savior, and they had given evidence of 
their faith by their love for God and God’s people.  God qualified them (v. 12); 
they did not save themselves. 
p. 782 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
 Because of this, we also, from the day we heard, do not cease on behalf 
of you offering your petitions and presenting our definite requests, that you 
might be filled with the advanced and perfect experiential knowledge of His 
will in the sphere of every kind of wisdom and intelligence which is spiritual, 
so that you may order your behavior worthily of the Lord with a view to 
pleasing Him in everything, in every work which is good constantly bearing 
fruit and increasing by means of the advanced and perfect experiential 
knowledge of God, by every enabling power being constantly strengthened in 
proportion to the manifested power of His glory, resulting in every patience 
and forbearance, with joy constantly giving thanks to the Father who 
qualified you for the portion of the share of the inheritance of the saints in 
the sphere of the light whose delivered us out of the tyrannical rule of the 
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom 
we are having our liberation, procured by the payment of ransom, the putting 
away of our sins . . . 
p. 33 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this section we are considering: 
 
Petition (1:9-14). 
 
 
What a joy for us to have the privilege of entering the throne room with the 
Apostle and listening to him bear his heart in prayer for the folks in Colosse. 
 
 
What a rich text lies before us.  I am excited for us to study these verses 
together. 
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v. 9  Because of this, we also from the day we heard are not ceasing in your  
behalf praying and asking (petitions and definite requests), in order 
that you might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding, 

 
 
 
The NET Bible titles this section: 
 

Paul’s Prayer for the Growth of the Church 
 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 9: 
 

For this reason we also, from the day we heard about you, have not 
ceased praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of 
his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 9: 
 

Be assured that from the first day we heard of you, we haven’t stopped 
praying for you, asking God to give you wise minds and spirits attuned 
to his will, and so acquire a thorough understanding of the ways in 
which God works.  
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
For this reason, because Paul had heard this good report of them from 
Epaphras, he continued to pray for them.  Paul’s ceaseless prayer (we have 
not stopped praying for you; . . . does not mean that he prayed without ever 
stopping but that he never forgot to pray for them when he daily and 
regularly prayed . . . “Praying” . . . is the general word for prayer . . . also 
used in v. 3; and asking is the word for petitioning or requesting . . . 
 Paul’s primary petition was that God would fill them with the 
knowledge of His will.  Paul used two key words, “fill” . . . and “knowledge” . . 
. The first suggests a filling out to completeness, and the latter suggests a 
full, deep understanding.  Such knowledge of God’s will does not come from a 
fleshly mind . . . but from the Holy Spirit who enlightens a believer’s inner 
person . . . and from the Word of God.  God’s will, revealed in the Bible, is 
made known to believers by the Holy Spirit’s teaching ministry.  To this Paul 
added, through all spiritual wisdom . . . that is, practical know-how which 
comes from God . . . and understanding . . . which speaks of clear analysis 
and decision-making in applying this knowledge to various problems.  By 
contrast, the false teachers offered only “an appearance of wisdom” . . . which 
captivated their minds and lives in legalistic regulations.  But true spiritual 
wisdom is both stabilizing and liberating . . . Knowledge (or understanding or 
intelligence) and wisdom are often connected in Scripture . . . And the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of both . . . 
 
 
The words “BECAUSE OF THIS” that begin this verse refer to their  
LOVE IN THE SPIRIT which Paul had just spoken of in verse 8. 
 
 
Hearing of their love, Paul is moved to PRAY for them in these verses that 
we are considering together. 
 
 
In verses 9-11 we have his PETITIONS for them. 
 
 
In verses 12-14 we have his PRAISE of the Father. 
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I have chosen verses 9 & 10 as the KEY VERSES to this particular study 
because it points up the fact that one of the great concerns that we face as 
Christians who are endeavoring to be rightly adjusted to the Spirit of God 
and moving on toward a meaningful relationship with the Father, is a 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION of: 
 

1. GOD’S WILL, 
 

2. OUR WALK, and 
 

3. OUR WORK. 
 
 
These are the first items which Paul prays about in these two verses. 
 
 
It is my prayer that if you have not had a serious consideration of God’s will, 
walk and work for your life, that this study together will be a meaningful 
time for you. 
 
 
In verses 9-11 we find FIVE REQUESTS or PETITIONS that he’s asking of 
the Lord for these Colossian saints.  He’s praying about God’s: 
 

1. PLAN, 
 
2. PURPOSE, 
 
3. PLEASURE, 
 
4. PRODUCT, and 
 
5. POWER— 

 
that each of these things will be realized in their lives. 
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PETITION #1 is that they might know THE PLAN OF GOD: 
 

1. “IN ORDER THAT YOU MIGHT BE FILLED WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF HIS WILL IN ALL WISDOM AND 
SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING.” 

 
 
Psalm 37:23 (KJV) 
 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in 
his way. 

 
 
Romans 12:2 (KJV) 
 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God 
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Fear Not the Unknown Morrow 
 

Child of my love, fear not the unknown morrow, 
Dread not the new demand life makes of thee; 
Thy ignorance doth hold no cause for sorrow 
Since what thou knowest not is known of Me. 
  
Thou canst not see today the hidden meaning 
Of my command, but thou the light shall gain; 
Walk on in faith, upon My promise leaning, 
And AS THOU GOEST, all shall be made plain.  
 
One step thou seest—then go forward boldly, 
One step is far enough for faith to see; 
Take that, and thy next duty shall be told thee, 
For STEP BY STEP thy Lord is leading thee.  
 
Stand not in fear thy adversaries counting, 
Dare every peril, save to disobey; 
Thou shalt march on, all obstacles surmounting, 
for I the Lord, WILL OPEN UP THE WAY.  
 
Wherefore go gladly to the task assigned thee, 
Having my promise, needing nothing more 
Than just to know, wher’er the future find thee, 
In all thy journeying I go BEFORE. 

Author unknown 
(source unknown) 
 
 
He is praying that they might be “FILLED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
HIS WILL.” 
 
 
It is obvious from this statement that it is also possible for us as Christians to 
be FILLED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF OUR WILL and therefore need to 
pray for this matter. 
 
 
Since our thoughts are not His thoughts, by nature, and our ways are not His 
ways, it is necessary for the Spirit of God to continue to work in our lives 
giving us a deeper understanding of how He does things. 
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How much better we can cooperate when we understand His way of doing 
things. 
 
 
The words “IN ALL WISDOM” takes us BACK to the PAST where we draw 
on our experience in the walk with the Lord as to how He has led before, and 
the words “SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING” enables us to discern what is 
right and what is wrong with regard to His will. 
 
 
 
Henry Drummond once stated: 
 
And this great instrument for finding out God’s will, this instrument which 
can penetrate where reason cannot go, where observation has not been 
before, and memory is helpless, and the guiding hand of circumstance has 
failed, has a name which is seldom associated with any end so great, a name 
which every child may understand, even as the stupendous instrument itself 
with all its mighty powers is sometimes moved by infant hands when others 
have tried in vain.  The name of the instrument is Obedience.  
 
(The Ideal Life: 15 - How to Know the Will of God) 
 
http://articles.ochristian.com/article15216.shtml 
 
 
 

Make Me a Captive, Lord 
 

Make me a captive, Lord, and then I shall be free. 
Force me to render up my sword, and I shall conqueror be. 
I sink in life’s alarms when by myself I stand; 
Imprison me within Thine arms, and strong shall be my hand. 
 
My heart is weak and poor until it master find; 
It has no spring of action sure, it varies with the wind. 
It cannot freely move till Thou has wrought its chain; 
Enslave it with Thy matchless love, and deathless it shall reign. 

 
Words: George Matheson, Sacred Songs, 1890. 
 
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/m/a/makecapt.htm 
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His first PETITION IN PRAYER for them is that they “MIGHT BE FILLED 
WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS WILL”—to know the plan of God for 
their lives. 
 
 
Psalm 37:23-24 (NIV) 
 

If the Lord delights in a man’s way, 
he makes his steps firm; 

though he stumble, he will not fall, 
for the Lord upholds him with his hand. 

 
 
Proverbs 3:5-7 (NIV) 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
your paths straight.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord 
and shun evil. 

 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
When Paul says for this reason, he is looking back to the good report he 
received from Epaphras.  Paul prays for believers who are doing well.  He 
asks that they continue in the process of growth.  The focus of much prayer is 
on those who are struggling and not doing well.  While those are good 
prayers, Paul reminds us of the need to pray for those who are doing well 
since they are prime targets for enemy attacks.  Many of our prayers ask for 
immediate relief from circumstantial or personal difficulties.  While some of 
these prayers are good, Paul wants us to include prayers for spiritual growth 
and long-term development. 
p. 280 
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Anders says: 
 
God’s will is not a spiritual Easter egg he hides from us.  No, God wants us to 
know his will and so clearly reveals that will in his Word.  A mere knowledge 
of God’s Word is not what will please him.  We need to be controlled by that 
knowledge.  The word fill means to control.  To be filled with something (an 
emotion like fear or jealousy) means to be under its controlling influence that 
causes us to do things we might not do otherwise.  Being controlled by God’s 
will should cause us to do things we might not otherwise do—things like 
enduring rather than giving up, like being patient with others rather than 
getting angry with them. 
p. 281 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
Prayer begins by asking that we may be filled with an ever-growing 
knowledge of the will of God.  The great object of prayer is to know the will of 
God.  In prayer we are not so much trying to make God listen to us, as we are 
trying to make ourselves listen to God; in prayer we are not trying to 
persuade God to do what we want Him to do, we are trying to find out what 
He wants us to do.  It so often happens that in prayer we are really saying, 
“Thy will be changed,” when we ought to be saying, “Thy will be done.”  The 
first object of prayer is not so much to speak to God, as it is to listen to God. 
pp. 129-30 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
9  The words “for this reason,” referring back to vv.3-8, show that this 
petitionary prayer is Paul’s response to the news that had come to him of the 
Colossians’ experience in Christ.  He was grateful for what had already 
happened to them and prays now for the further enrichment of their lives. 
p. 817 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 His prayer contains two requests.  The first, and the one on which the 
rest of the prayer is based, is that God might fill the readers “with the 
knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.”  The 
word “knowledge” (GK 2106) is used in the NT only of moral and religious 
knowledge.  It denotes thorough knowledge, i.e., a deep and accurate 
comprehension.  Such knowledge of God’s will is the foundation of all 
Christian character and conduct. 
p. 817 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 To be “filled” (GK 444) with the knowledge of the divine will suggests 
that such knowledge is to pervade all of one’s being—thoughts, affections, 
purposes, and plans.  
p. 817 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
That Paul had not stopped praying since he first heard about the Colossian 
church refers to his vigilant habit of praying for all the churches. 
p. 154 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Only by being filled with spiritual wisdom and understanding could believers 
apply that knowledge to their daily lives.  Knowledge must be tempered by 
spiritual understanding if the Colossians were to make wise decisions and 
correct judgments.  Then they could 
 
• lead lives worthy of the Lord (1:10) 
• fully please the Lord (1:10) 
• bear fruit in every good work (1:10) 
• grow in the knowledge of God (1:10) 
• endure everything with patience (1:11) 
• joyfully give thanks to the Father (1:11-12) 
 
 God measures true wisdom and understanding by our practical 
obedience.  Wisdom and understanding refer to discretion and discernment. 
pp. 154-5 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 Their prayer for the Colossians, then, is that they may gain the full 
knowledge of God’s will through the insight that his Spirit imparts, and thus 
be able to please him in everything and live in a way that befits his children. 
pp. 45-46 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
Although there is only one explicit mention of the Holy Spirit in this letter  
(v. 8), there is an allusion to his operation here in the phrase “spiritual 
understanding.”  The wisdom and understanding which Paul and Timothy 
desire to see in the Colossian Christians are inseparable from the knowledge 
of God and of his will—a knowledge which, as the prophets of Israel insisted, 
is of the essence of true heart-religion.  Both this letter and the companion 
letter to the Ephesians have much to say about this knowledge as a means of 
promoting spiritual life. 
p. 46 
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Calvin says: 
 
As he has previously shewn his affection for them in his thanksgivings, so he 
now shews it still farther in the earnestness of his prayers in their behalf.  
And, assuredly, the more that the grace of God is conspicuous in any, we 
ought in that proportion specially to love and esteem them, and to be 
concerned as to their welfare. 
p. 142 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
. . . Paul emphasizes that it is the very facts which have given such cause for 
thanksgiving which are also an incentive to continue in unceasing prayer for 
them.  His prime request is that they may be filled with the knowledge 
(epignōsis) of God’s will. 
p. 35 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
. . . on this account, because ye know the grace of God in truth—because such 
are your condition and prospects—because of the faith which sustains you, 
the love which glows within you, the blessed hope laid up for you, and the 
verdant fertility which characterizes you, and sets its seal on the genuineness 
of your Christianity. 
p. 20 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
 Verses 9-14.  Next follows a prayer, Paul being only the instrument of 
the utterance of the Spirit of God.  And it is a prayer fully adapted to the 
conditions of the Colossian Christians.  It is still the prayer of the Holy Spirit 
for all the people of God.  The leading petition in this prayer is for the 
knowledge of the will of God—“that ye might be filled with the knowledge of 
His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”  All the other requests 
may be looked upon as the results of a spiritual understanding of the will of 
God. 
p. 46 
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Garland says: 
 
PAUL PRAYS THAT God will fill the Colossians with the knowledge of God’s will 
through spiritual wisdom and discernment of every sort. 
p. 64 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 Believers can not fill themselves nor can they be filled by other saints.  
The passive voice of the verb (“might be filled,” plērōthēte) indicates that this 
ministry is performed by God through the Holy Spirit.  Spiritual truth is 
imparted to spiritual hearts by the Spirit of God (I Cor. 2:10-12). 
 The verb means “to fill out to completion.”  It is frequently used of the 
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies in New Testament events (Matt. 
1:22; 2:15).  Believers are instructed to be filled with joy and peace (Rom. 
15:13), comfort (II Cor. 7:4), obedience (II Cor. 10:6), the fullness of God (Eph. 
3:19), with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18), and the fruits of righteousness (Phil. 1:11).  
The adjective (plērēs) is used to refer to those who are full of faith and power 
(Acts 6:8), of the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:55), and of good works (Acts 9:36). 
p. 46 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
A child of God must recognize the truth that the will of God offers the best 
avenue for his life even before he knows what that will is.  The will of God is 
always manifested under the guidance of the Holy Spirit according to the 
proper interpretation of the Scriptures.  God never directs His own to do that 
which is contrary to the revealed, inscripturated Word.  To be filled with such 
knowledge, one must empty himself of his self-will (John 4:34; 6:38).  With 
Christ, he must affirm: “. . . not my will, but thine, be done” (Luke 22:42). 
p. 47 
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C. Henry says: 
 
 Paul has already spoken of his continual prayer for them, and he 
repeats this, adding something of the content of his prayer.  He prays that 
they may know more of the will of God, that they may live fruitful lives, that 
they may be strengthened with the divine power, and that they may have a 
right attitude of thankfulness. 
p. 323 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
 He heard that they were good, and he prayed that they might be 
better.  We do not cease to pray for you.  It may be he could hear of them but 
seldom, but he constantly prayed for them. 
p. 1869 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
 Warren Wiersbe says that he once heard a preacher say, “I didn’t never 
go to school.  I’m just a igerant Christian, and I’m glad I is!”  To which 
Wiersbe comments, “A man does not have to go to school to gain spiritual 
intelligence; but neither should he magnify his ‘igerance.’”  Spiritual 
knowledge comes, as we all know, through the work of the Holy Spirit (John 
16:8-11).  He reveals Jesus Christ and gives us the special saving knowledge 
of him (John 17:3).  But the Holy spirit does not work alone.  The Scriptures 
become the primary source of “knowledge” for the believer as they are studied 
in the power of the Holy Spirit.  This produces a Christian mind, which in 
fact is what Paul is saying for—a mind, as Harry Blamires says, which is 
trained to handle life within a framework constructed of Christian 
presuppositions. 
p. 23 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
. . . “full and accurate knowledge.”  Akin to the Greek for “knew” . . . of his 
will—as to how ye ought to walk (Eph. 5:17); as well as chiefly that “mystery 
of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself; 
that in the fulness of times He might gather together in one all things in 
Christ” . . . 
p. 1315 
 
 
 
Lovett says: 
 
9. Ever since the news of your fine progress in love reached us, we have 
not failed to serve you in prayer.  We are asking God to expose you to the full 
knowledge of His will, and beyond that, to give you the spiritual insight and 
wisdom necessary to apply it to your lives. 
p. 166 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Having the knowledge of God’s Word control our minds is the key to 
righteous living.  What controls your thoughts will control your behavior.  
Self-control is a result of mind-control, which is dependent on knowledge.  
Knowledge of God’s Word will lead to all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding. 
pp. 29-30 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Believing, submissive Bible study leads to the knowledge of God’s will.  
A mind saturated with such knowledge will also be able to comprehend 
general principles of godly behavior.  With that wisdom will come 
understanding of how to apply those principles to the situation of life.  That 
progression will inevitably result in godly character and practice. 
p. 30 
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MacArthur says: 
 
C.  Paul’s Prayer (1:9-14) 
 1:9 the knowledge of His will.  The Greek word for knowledge is the 
usual one, with an added preposition that intensifies its meaning.  This is not 
an inner impression or feeling, but a deep and thorough knowledge of the will 
of God that is finally and completely revealed in the Word of God . . . 
p. 1731 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
The first thing for which Paul prayed was that they might be filled with 
knowledge.  The Greek word is epignōsis which means “a super knowledge.”  
The Gnostics, the heretics there in Colosse, boasted that they had a super 
knowledge.  Paul says here, “I pray that you might be filled with knowledge, 
that you might have a super knowledge.”  But Paul confines this knowledge 
to knowledge of the will of God—this knowledge must be “in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding.” 
p. 337 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
Paul prayed specifically for a knowledge of the will of God, for “God to fill you 
with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding.”  The prayer carefully notes the situation of Colosse, and Paul 
included the definition of the knowledge of God’s will and the sphere of 
achieving that knowledge. 
p. 200 
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Moule says: 
 
On account of this, this recorded fact of your spiritual health and warmth, we 
also, we on our part, meeting your love with a love-prompted prayer, ever 
since the day when we heard the news from Epaphras, never cease praying 
on your behalf, seizing every occasion for prayer, and maintaining the spirit 
of prayer in literal continuity, and requesting that you may be filled with the 
true, spiritual knowledge . . . of His will, the will of Christ (ver. 7); “filled” in 
the sense of a developed and entire insight into all its holiness, all its glory, 
and into the ways in which to meet it in practical life; in all spiritual wisdom 
and intelligence; “wisdom,” the noble faculty of judging and acting aright, 
“intelligence,” that faculty in application to the living problems of the hour . . 
. 
pp. 48-49 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
Among the spiritual gifts vouchsafed for the edification of the church, are 
reckoned “the word of wisdom and of knowledge,” 1 Cor. xii. 8, whereby they 
were enabled, “through the Spirit, to know the things which are given them 
of God,” 1 Cor. ii. 12, and to “compare spiritual things with spiritual,” ver. 13.  
For the abundance of these gifts vouchsafed to the churches, he sometimes 
gives thanks . . . 
p. 780 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
The request that God fill (lit., “that you might be filled . . .), suggests that 
there is some spiritual vacuum that needs to be corrected.  It is the same idea 
expressed in 4:12 with reference to Epaphras, whose concern for the 
Colossians was that they stand firm, “mature” . . . and fully convinced, in 
complete obedience to God’s will. 
p. 21 
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Pickell says: 
 
 Having expressed his gratitude to God, Paul now offers a threefold 
intercession for the Colossians: 
 1.  That they may know God’s will, 1:9.  Paul’s first request is that they 
may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will.  He is not content with partial 
knowledge, for wherein they lacked understanding they would be prone to 
error and go astray.  He would have them filled full and overflowing with 
spiritual wisdom so that they might rightly discern their Heavenly Father’s 
purposes for them and, as Phillips translates it, “. . . see things . . . from His 
point of view.” 
 This emphasis upon knowledge of God’s will, wisdom, and spiritual 
understanding, may be a subtle allusion to the alleged knowledge of the 
Gnostics who were wreaking havoc with the church.  It is surely a much 
needed emphasis in our day of moral fluidity and spiritual insensitivity. 
 2.  That they may live worthily, 1:10.  But knowledge of God’s will is 
not sufficient.  One may know perfectly well what he ought to do, yet not do 
it.  For all their fine talk, the Gnostics were frequently corrupt in practice.  In 
the expression “that ye might walk worthy,” Paul uses the aorist tense 
indicating a new departure or beginning.  Thus he shows his concern that 
knowledge and action be wedded to produce a life fully pleasing to God, 
spiritually productive, and growing constantly deeper in knowledge.  In brief, 
he indicates that a man fully informed about the will of God should live a life 
fully pleasing to Him.  No real fruit can be borne apart from knowledge, but 
knowledge is defective if fruit is not produced. 
 3.  That they may be strengthened in Christ, 1:11-14.  Knowledge of 
God’s will and intention to walk worthy may be present, still success is not 
assured, since the battle for men’s souls is no mock conflict, but a fierce and 
relentless struggle.  Hence Paul continues his prayer asking that the 
Colossians might be strengthened by God’s power, and possess patience, 
longsuffering, and joy.  In Ephesians 3 and 4 he elaborates on these graces, 
but here he simply mentions them.  
pp. 30-31 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
Paul’s chief concern is that the Colossians might have full knowledge of God’s 
will.  The desire to serve God will be in vain without a proper understanding 
of the One we want to serve.  Thus, Paul prays that the Colossians might be 
filled with full knowledge that encompasses all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding.  Wisdom is the practical outworking of knowledge (James 
3:17), and that knowledge cannot be separated from the spiritual 
understanding that comes through the discernment given by the Holy Spirit.  
p. 1561 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
 “That you may be filled with the full knowledge of God’s will.”  The 
purport of the prayer is thus expressed, and it is a marvelous conception.  
The antidote for the false claim to knowledge (gnosis) by the Gnostics is 
additional knowledge (epignosis)—richer knowledge, true knowledge, 
knowledge directed toward the true God who makes his will known.  See 
Ephesians 3:19, where Paul rises to the great height of praying “that you may 
be filled with all the fulness of God.”  It is the perfection of knowledge to 
know God in Christ. 
p. 33 
 
 
 
Scroggie says: 
 
 Fulness is a key word and thought in this Epistle, occurring at least 
eight times; and it is revealed that all of God is in Christ, and all in Christ is 
for us, so that as there is nothing lacking in Him there can be nothing lacking 
to us.  We are already ‘complete in Him’, and are progressively to become 
complete by the operations of the Holy Spirit in us. 
p. 57 
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Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
 9  His prayer for them, then is that they may attain to the full 
knowledge of God’s will through the insight that His Spirit imparts, and thus 
be able to please Him in everything and live in a way that befits His children. 
p. 185 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 FOR the church that was at Colosse Paul gave hearty thanks to God 
for many most important blessings, especially for their faith, their love, and 
their hope.  It would be a very useful exercise to our hearts if we would often 
give thanks to God for the gifts and graces which we discover in our Christian 
brethren.  I am afraid we are more inclined to spy out their faults, and to 
suppose that we deplore them, than we are to discern the work of the Holy 
Spirit in them, and from the bottom of our hearts to give thanks to God for 
them. 
p. 562 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 Prayer’s foremost purpose is the discovery of the will of God.  Prayer is 
not so much trying to persuade God to hear our voice as it is an attempt to 
hear the voice of God. 
p. 58 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
“For this cause” is dia touto, “on this account, because of this,” namely, the 
good report from Colossae as given in verses 4-8, the motive that prompted 
Paul to pray for these saints.  “Also” indicates that they had been praying for 
him. 
p. 175 
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(The Little Red Book of Wisdom by Mark DeMoss)  Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson. Copyright– Mark DeMoss, 2007. 

 
“The art of being wise,” wrote nineteenth century philosopher William James, 
“is the art of knowing what to overlook.” 
p. 54 
 
 
 
(199 Treasures of Wisdom on Talking with God compiled from the writings of 

Andrew Murray)  Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. Copyright– Barbour 
Publishing, Inc., 2007. 

 
I need daily, prayerful fellowship with God if I am to have His thoughts make 
their home in me. 
(Quote 126)  
 
 
When I prayerfully turn to God with my whole heart to plead for what He has 
promised, He will fulfill those promises. 
(Quote 129)  
 
 
I need to pray that the power of the Holy Spirit will be deeply felt and that 
my faith will be strengthened. 
(Quote 130)  
 
 
 
(Embraced by the Spirit: The Untold Blessings of Intimacy with God by 

Charles R. Swindoll)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– 
Charles R. Swindoll, 2010. 

 
• As a child of God, you have God Himself living inside you.  St. 

Augustine, who found himself yielding to sin on one occasion, turned 
and ran.  Finally, all alone, he stopped and put his head in his hands 
and said, “Oh, soul, dost thou not know that thou art carrying God 
around with thee?” 

p. 21 
 
 
And because He dwells within, His desire is to be in control of your lips and 
eyes and ears and actions and thoughts and reactions and motives. 
p. 70 
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(By Searching: My Journey Through Doubt Into Faith by Isobel Kuhn)  
Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright– China Inland Mission, 1959. 

 
 How did Mr. Fraser know this might happen?  When God’s child is 
living close to Him and perfectly yielded to His Will, it is possible to spread 
his mind out in the Lord’s presence and catch the instruction of God, 
especially if interceding for someone else. 
p. 87 
 
 
 
(A Place of Healing: Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and 

God’s Sovereignty by Joni Eareckson Tada)  Colorado Springs, CO: 
David C. Cook. Copyright– Joni Eareckson Tada, 2010. 

 
 A no answer has purged sin from my life, strengthened my 
commitment to Him, forced me to depend on grace, bound me with other 
believers, produced discernment, fostered sensitivity, disciplined my mind, 
taught me to spend my time wisely . . . and widened my world beyond what I 
would have ever dreamed had I never had that accident in 1967. 
 My affliction has stretched my hope, made me know Christ better, 
helped me long for truth, led me to repentance of sin, goaded me to give 
thanks in times of sorrow, increased my faith, and strengthened my 
character.  Being in this wheelchair has meant knowing Him better, feeling 
His pleasure every day. 
 If that doesn’t qualify as a miracle in your book, then—may I say it in 
all kindness?—I prefer my book to yours. 
pp. 55-56 
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(The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotions edited 
by Arthur Bennett) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright – 
Banner of Truth Trust, 1975.  

 
THE SPIRIT AS TEACHER 

 
O GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
That which I know not, teach thou me,  
Keep me a humble disciple in the school of Christ,  

learning daily there what I am in myself,  
a fallen sinful creature, 

justly deserving everlasting destruction;  
O let me never lose sight of my need of a saviour,  

or forget that apart from him I am nothing, and can do nothing.  
Open my understanding to know the Holy Scriptures;  
Reveal to my soul the counsels and works of the blessed Trinity;  
Instil into my dark mind the saving knowledge of Jesus;  
Make me acquainted with his covenant undertakings  

and his perfect fulfillment of them,  
that by resting on his finished work  
I may find the Father’s love in the Son,  
his Father, my Father,  
and may be brought through thy influence  
to have fellowship with the Three in One.  

O lead me into all truth, thou Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
that I may know the things that belong unto my peace,  
and through thee be made anew.  

Make practical upon my heart the Father’s love  
as thou hast revealed it in the Scriptures;  

Apply to my soul the blood of Christ, effectually, continually,  
and help me to believe, with conscience comforted,  
that it cleanseth from all sin;  

Lead me from faith to faith,  
that I may at all times have freedom to come to a reconciled Father,  
and may be able to maintain peace with him  
against doubts, fears, corruptions, temptations.  

Thy office is to teach me to draw near to Christ with a pure heart,  
steadfastly persuaded of his love,  
in the full assurance of faith.  

Let me never falter in this way. 
p. 32 
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In verse 9 we find his PURPOSE IN PRAYING for them: 
 

“IN ORDER THAT YOU MIGHT BE FILLED WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF HIS WILL.” 

 
 
It is the function of the Holy Spirit to fulfill this purpose in the lives of  
each of us. 
 
 
John 14:26 (NASB) 
 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all 
that I said to you.  

 
 
John 16:13 (NASB) 
 

But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the 
truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He 
hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  
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Let’s remind ourselves that the title of Stage #2 is: 
 

THE WILL, WALK, AND WORK OF CHRIST in this prayer of the 
Apostle. 

 
 
Our KEY VERSES are verses 9 & 10. 
 
 
We have considered together the first part of Stage #2: 
 

1. “FILLED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS WILL.” 
 
 
Now we will move on to verse 10 for the other TWO PARTS of Stage #2: 
 

1. the “WALK” of the believer and 
 

2. the “WORK” of Christ. 
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v.10  to live (walk) worthy of the Lord, to please Him in everything, in every 
good work, bearing fruit and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 10: 
 

so that you may live worthily of the Lord and please him in all 
respects—bearing fruit in every good deed, growing in the knowledge 
of God,  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 10: 
 

We pray that you’ll live well for the Master, making him proud of you 
as you work hard in his orchard.  As you learn more and more how God 
works, you will learn how to do your work. 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Paul’s aim in this petition was practical: in order that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord.  A genuine knowledge of Christ reveals itself in 
transformed character . . . in Christlikeness. . . . “worthy,” means “of equal 
weight.”  Believers are to equal the Lord’s standards, to be holy as He is holy 
. . . The aim of believers in all their worthy conduct should be to please Him 
in every way, to anticipate and do His wishes in every aspect of life . . . 
Merely pleasing people is incompatible with being a servant of Christ . . . 
Indeed, Paul made it the ambition of his life to please God . . . Four things, 
given in participles, result from such a God-pleasing life: “bearing fruit” and 
“growing” . . . “being strengthened” . . . and “giving thanks” . . . The first two 
are related: bearing fruit and growing in the knowledge . . . of God (Paul used 
these same words “bearing fruit” and “growing,” . . . “producing,” in v. 6).  As 
one manifests the fruit of faith . . . he grows in faith himself . . . He comes to a 
deeper “knowledge” . . . of God.  As Augustine put it, “Faith is 
understanding’s step, and understanding is faith’s reward.” 
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We now come in our study to the second part of the second stage: 
 

2. the WALK of the believer—CONDUCT. 
 
 
The KEY PHRASES in verse 10 begin the verse: 
 

1. “TO LIVE (WALK) WORTHY OF THE LORD” and 
 

2. “TO PLEASE HIM IN EVERYTHING.” 
 
 
Ephesians 5:10 (NASB) 
 

trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.  
 
 
We have learned thus far back in verse 9 that “His Will” is expressed in  
HIS WORD. 
 
 
Now we move on from the “will” to the “WALK” here in verse 10. 
 
 
Whereas we considered the “will” of God in verse 9, we are now considering 
the “WALK” of God in verse 10. 
 
 
It was His PLAN in verse 9 and now His PURPOSE in verse 10. 
 
 
What is the PURPOSE behind His plan for our lives?   
 
 
What is the “WALK” that issues from doing “His will”? 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #2 – Colossians 1 9-14.doc 

40 

In the SECOND PETITION is His great prayer, that also relates to the 
purpose of God for our lives: 
 

2. “TO LIVE (WALK) WORTHY OF THE LORD.” 
 
 

“TO LIVE (WALK) WORTHY OF THE LORD.” 
 
 
Issuing from the will of God is going to come a “WALK” that is worthy of 
Him.   
 
 
God’s WILL and our WALK cannot be separated one from the other. 
 
 
Ephesians 4:1 (TLB) 
 

I beg you—I, a prisoner here in jail for serving the Lord—to live and 
act in a way worthy of those who have been chosen for such wonderful 
blessings as these. 

 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:12 (TLB) 
 

that your daily lives should not embarrass God, but bring joy to him 
who invited you into his kingdom to share his glory. 

 
 
The only way this request could be fulfilled is by doing His perfect will. 
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Charles Wesley caught the thought when he said: 
 
O Come and Dwell in Me 
 

I want the witness, Lord,  
that all I do is right,  
according to thy mind and word,  
well-pleasing in thy sight. 
 
I ask no higher state;  
indulge me but in this,  
and soon or later then translate  
to thine eternal bliss.  

(source unknown) 
 
 
Paul’s prayer is that they might: 
 

“(WALK) WORTHY OF THE LORD.” 
 
 
Galatians 5:17 (DAV) 
 

But I am saying, walk by means of the Spirit and you will by no means 
fulfill the desire of the flesh. 

 
 
In the SECOND PETITION is His great prayer, that also relates to the 
purpose of God for our lives is: 
 

2. PLEASURE OF GOD—“TO PLEASE HIM IN EVERYTHING.” 
 
 
The more we KNOW Him the more we will LOVE Him.   
 
 
The more we LOVE Him the more we will want to PLEASE him. 
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You will note that the requests are built one upon the other.  If we are doing 
His will, we will be walking worthy of Him and pleasing Him in everything.  
 
 
If we are doing what we want to, we will be walking in a way that is 
unworthy of Him and certainly grieving the heart of God. 
 
 
When we love someone we want to do those things that will make them 
happy.  Because of our relationship to God the Father through Jesus Christ, 
the new nature within us wants to do God’s will.  Our daily walk is the 
accomplishment of that will which leads to pleasing Him in everything. 
 
 
Marriage is a wonderful illustration of this point.   
 
 
The more I know Pearl, the more I want to please her. 
 
 
1 Peter 3:7 (NASB) 
 

You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, 
as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as 
a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be 
hindered. 

 
 
The next phrase says: 
 

3. “IN EVERY GOOD WORK, BEARING FRUIT AND 
INCREASING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.” 

 
 
This is the THIRD in these verses and it relates to the third aspect of our 
study—the WORK of Christ. 
 

“IN EVERY GOOD WORK, BEARING FRUIT AND INCREASING IN 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.” 
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We have considered the: 
 

1. WILL of God, 
 

2. WALK of God, and now 
 

3. WORK of God. 
 
 
We have looked at His: 
 

PLAN, 
 
PURPOSE, and 
 
PLEASURE. 

 
 
Now what we are seeing is: 
 

His PRODUCTS that are produced as a result of this relationship. 
 
 
Why does God have a plan for our lives with a purpose of our walking worthy 
of Him and to “PLEASE HIM IN EVERYTHING”? 
 
 
It is so that “FRUIT” might be born through us and in us. 
 
 
You will note that the requests are continuing to be built, one upon the other.  
When are doing the will of God and walking worthy of Him and pleasing Him 
by our conduct, the result will be that “FRUIT” is being born through us and 
we are “INCREASING IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.” 
 
 
John 15:16 (AKJV) 
 

You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that 
you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: 
that whatever you shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it 
you 
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John 15:8 (AKJV) 
 

Herein is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit; so shall you be 
my disciples 

 
 
2 Peter 3:18 (NASB). 
 

but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.  
Amen. 

 
 
 

CHOSEN 
 

He chose you not to bitter tears, 
Though dark your life may seem; 
He chose you not to foolish fears, 
And not to sit and dream; 
 
He chose you in His loving grace, 
To action, patience, trust, 
To show upon a smiling face 
What God can do with dust. 
 
He chose you for His faithful vine, 
Peculiarly His own, 
To magnify His life divine, 
To live for Him alone. 
 
He chose you for that home above, 
Where endless praises ring, 
He chose you –– 
Oh, the matchless love –– 
A priest of God, a king. 

 
––Author unknown 

(source unknown) 
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In verse 6 we learn that “the gospel . . . [is] bearing fruit and increasing . . .  
in all the world.” 
 
 
Now the Apostle’s prayer is it will continue to do so in the lives of the saints 
in Colosse. 
 
 
He prays about the: 
 

1. WILL of God in verse 9, 
 

2. WALK of the saint in verse 10, and 
 

3. WORK of the saint in the later part of verse 10. 
 
 
His prayer is concerned about the: 
 

DIRECTION, 
 

DEPORTMENT, and 
 

DUTY of the child of God. 
 
 
I think it would be good for us to reflect on these two verses for just a moment 
and ask ourselves the QUESTION: 
 

Am I open to know His will? 
 
 
As a result of being obedient to His will: 
 

Am I walking in a manner worthy? 
 

Am I really performing the work that He has for me to do? 
 
 
If such is the case, we discover that fruit is being born through us and we are 
growing in grace of the knowledge of Him.  We are “INCREASING IN THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.” 
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Are we making the mistake of trying to work FOR Him when He wants to 
work IN us and THROUGH us? 
 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
. . . “so as to please God in every way.” 
p. 203 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
Being controlled by God’s will is not an end in itself; it is only a means to an 
end.  The goal is to live a life worthy of the Lord and . . . please him in every 
way.  The request of verse 9 was made so that the Colossians would live lives 
which please God.  The word worthy refers to conduct that is expected and 
appropriate for God’s children. 
p. 281 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
 If pleasing God is the goal, how do we achieve it?  Paul spells that out 
very clearly in verses 10-12.  By bearing fruit, growing in knowledge, being 
strengthened for adversity, and giving thanks for salvation, we please God. 
p. 281 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
This knowledge of God’s will, and this wisdom and understanding, must issue 
in right conduct.  Paul prays that his friends may conduct themselves in such 
a way as to please God.  There is nothing in this world so practical as prayer.  
Prayer is not escape from reality.  Prayer is not a secluded meditation on, and 
communion with, God.  Prayer and action go hand in hand.  We pray, not in 
order to escape life, but in order to be better able to meet life.  We pray, not in 
order to withdraw ourselves from life, but in order to live life in the world of 
men as it ought to be lived. 
p. 130 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
10  Paul’s second petition, built on and growing out of the request for 
knowledge of the divine will, is that the Colossians might “live a life worthy 
of the Lord”; living a worthy life is thus represented as a result of knowing 
God’s desire for one’s life.  This suggests that knowledge of God’s will is not 
imparted as an end in itself; it is given with a practical intent—so that one’s 
conduct may be godly. 
p. 817 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
PLEASING GOD 
How do we please God?  (Verses quoted from NIV, italics ours.) 
• Genesis 8:21, “The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma” of the sacrifice.  In 

the Old Testament, God’s pleasure in the aroma of the sacrifice meant 
that he accepted the sacrifice for sin.  Thus, pleasing God means making 
the acceptable sacrifice to him. 

• Psalm 19:14, “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be pleasing in your sight.”  Our love for God should guide what we think 
and what we say (see also Psalm 104:34). 

• John 5:30, “I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.”  Jesus 
taught us not to try to please ourselves but to please God (see also John 
8:29). 

• Romans 12:1, “Offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to 
God.”  God wants us to turn over our lives to him daily, renouncing our 
own desires and trusting him to guide us (see also Romans 14:8-18). 

• Ephesian 5:10, “Find out what pleases the Lord.”  We must live in 
contrast to those who live immorally. 

• Philippians 4:18, “The gifts you sent . . . are a fragrant offering, an 
acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.”  Our offerings of money please God. 

• Hebrews 11:6, “Without faith it is impossible to please God.”  God 
rewards, with his presence, those who trust him fully.  (See also 
Colossians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:3; 5:4; 1 John 3:22.) 

p. 155 
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Bruce says: 
 
If the Colossian Christians are filled with this right knowledge, they will live 
and act in a manner worthy of the holiness of him whom they confess as their 
Lord. 
pp. 46-47 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
If pagans appreciated the importance of rendering worship which was worthy 
of the deities whose votaries they were, much more should Christians render 
the spiritual service of obedient lives to the living and true God and to his 
Son Jesus Christ.  Thus the fair fruit of good works would spring in greater 
abundance from the divine seed which had been sown in their hearts, and at 
the same time they would make ever increasing progress in the knowledge of 
God.  For obedience to the knowledge of God which has already been received 
is a necessary and certain condition for the reception of further knowledge. 
p. 47 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
In the first place he teaches, what is the end of spiritual understanding, and 
for what purpose we ought to make proficiency in God’s school—that we may 
walk worthy of God, that is, that it may be manifest in our life, that we have 
not in vain been taught by God. 
p. 143 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
 Increasing in the knowledge of God.  He again repeats, that they have 
not arrived at such perfection as not to stand in need of farther increase; by 
which admonition he prepares them, and as it were leads them by the hand, 
to an eagerness for proficiency, that they may shew themselves ready to 
listen, and teachable. 
p. 144 
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Carson says: 
 
A second characteristic of this God-centred life is its source of power.  While 
the apostle prays that they may live a life pleasing to God, it is with this 
complementary thought in mind, that they may know the strengthening of 
God for such a life. 
pp. 36-37 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
It describes the general tenor of one’s life, his peculiar gait and progress in 
his spiritual journey, what are his companions, and what are his haunts; 
whether he hold on his way with steady step, or is seduced into occasional 
aberrations. 
p. 24 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
His highest pleasure is to see His own likeness in those who own His 
Lordship: in all their thoughts, purposes, and actions, there should be a 
pervading and paramount desire to walk so worthily of Him, as to secure his 
approval. 
p. 25 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
This knowledge of God, the purest and loftiest of human acquisitions, is the 
only pabulum of spiritual growth. 
p. 27 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
This fruit-bearing and increase are the first features of the worthy and 
pleasing walk. 
p. 27 
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Fergusson says: 
 
 He prayeth, secondly, for increase of holiness to them, or for such a 
conversion as is “worthy of the Lord;” which he brancheth forth in three.  
First, their aiming in all things to please him, as the scope of all their actions.  
Secondly, fruitfulness in good works.  And thirdly, growth in the saving 
knowledge of God. 
p. 334 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
 Paul lists four traits of the spiritual life that are pleasing to the Lord, 
each expressed by a participle linked to a prepositional phrase: 
 

• “bearing fruit in every good work” 
• “growing in the knowledge of God” 
• “being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so 

that you may have great endurance and patience” 
• “joyfully giving thanks to the Father.” 

pp. 65-66 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
 Bearing fruit in every good work.  The phrase in 1:10, “bearing fruit in 
every good work,” allows us to remind people that Christians need to work 
out their faith in the way they live. 
p. 70 
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Gromacki says: 
 
 Although the Christian life is a race to be run with purpose and 
patience (I Cor. 9:24-26; Heb. 12:1), it is normally described as a walk.  
Believers are charged not to walk after the flesh (Rom. 8:1), as men (I Cor. 
3:3), in craftiness (II Cor. 4:2), by sight (II Cor. 5:7), according to the course of 
this world (Eph. 2:2), in the vanity of pagan mentality (Eph. 4:17), in a 
disorderly way (II Thess. 3:6), or in darkness (I John 1:6).  Rather, they are 
exhorted to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4), after the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:1, 
4), honestly (Rom. 13:13), with brotherly love (Rom. 14:15), by faith (II Cor. 
5:7), in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16), in good works (Eph. 2:10), as children of light 
(Eph. 5:8), circumspectly (Eph. 5:15), in wisdom (Col. 4:5), in the light (I John 
1:7), and in truth (III John 3). 
p. 43 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
A worthy walk, therefore, is consistent with the divine purpose of 
redemption.  It is lived in the will of God for daily experience.  Its essence is 
to walk as Christ walked (I John 2:6). 
p. 43 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
The divine will must be shown in a human walk.  The walk pertains to life in 
its entirety, from regeneration to death. 
p. 48 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
The spiritual essence of the word, however, can be demonstrated in the desire 
of the Christian to please God in everything.  This is not only the right thing 
to do, but it also brings fulfillment and personal satisfaction to the child of 
God.  Believers please God when they complete their obligations to Him . . . 
p. 48 
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Gromacki says: 
 
 “Bearing spiritual fruit is a human responsibility.  The participle 
“being fruitful” is in the active voice (karpophorountes), whereas the verb 
form used of the gospel is in the middle voice (1:6).  The gospel has innate 
fruitbearing properties, but the believer must actively yield himself to the 
indwelling Holy Spirit in order to produce fruit.  Using the metaphor of the 
vine and the branches to show the relationship of Himself to the disciples, 
Jesus Christ said: “Abide in me, and I in you. ; As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me” (John 15:4).  The present tense of the participle shows that the child of 
God should constantly produce spiritual fruit, in contrast to the seasonal 
harvests of the natural creation. 
p. 49 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 The participle “increasing” (auxanomenoi) denotes constant growth.  
Homer A. Kent, Jr., observed that the verb form “depicts a fruit tree which 
yields its fruit and keeps on growing, in contrast to grain which produces its 
harvest and then dies.”12 
 
 12Kent, Treasures of Wisdom, p. 42. 
p. 50 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
 Then we learn in verse ten that if God opens up His truth to us it is not 
merely that we may delight in the wondrous things He has revealed, but it is 
His desire that we walk in the power of that which He makes known to us.  
So the prayer goes on, “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing.”  We can only walk worthy of the Lord as we know His mind.  The 
study of His Word and a godly walk should ever go together. 
pp. 32-33 
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Ironside says: 
 
 Dr. Griffith Thomas points out that the word here rendered “pleasing” 
is not found in any other passage in the New Testament, but is used in Greek 
elsewhere to mean “a preference of the will of others before our own.”  Bishop 
Handley Moule translated the phrase, “Unto every anticipation of His will.” 
p. 33 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
True knowledge of God’s will is inseparable from walking conformably to it. 
p. 1315 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
being fruitful—Greek, “bearing fruit.”  This is the first manifestation of their 
“walking worthy of the Lord.”  The second is, “increasing (growing) in the 
knowledge of God” . . . 
p. 1315 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
We must grow in knowledge, grow in the power of God, grow in spiritual walk 
and in holiness.  If a new-born child does not grow perceptibly, it is a bad 
sign.  So it is with a Christian also.—To be patient in so many sufferings of 
this present time, and long-suffering amid so many adversities are excellent 
gifts of God.  But those are far advanced, who endure evil not only with 
patience, but with joy also.—Eternal life is an inheritance. 
p. 30 
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Laurin says: 
 
The worthiness of our walk will depend on the knowledge of God’s will.  It is 
quite impossible to please God and walk in worthiness before Him if we are 
out of His will.  When we walk in worthiness before the Lord it does not mean 
that we will be pleasing to all men or that everybody is going to be satisfied 
with us and think well of us.  The phrase “unto all pleasing” means that 
when we walk worthy of the Lord we will be entirely pleasing to Him.  Our 
walk will be His pleasure. 
p. 40 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 
 The previous faithfulness will result in the present fruitfulness.  It is 
bound to be so.  Knowing God’s will and walking in God’s pleasure will not 
result in a negative holiness wherein one sits down to roll pious thumbs and 
sing psalms.  It will lead to the activities of service. 
p. 41 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
Paul repeats these two participles from v. 6: “bearing fruit and growing,” save 
that the former is now active and not middle as it was in v. 6.  The gospel 
bears fruit of itself, by its own inherent power (v. 6); not so we, for our fruit is 
borne in the power of this gospel. 
p. 36 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
Thus the whole expression is again a unit.  We bear fruit and grow in every 
good work, and both bearing fruit and growing is accomplished by means of 
the knowledge of God. 
p. 36 
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Lightfoot says: 
 
. . . ‘to please God in all ways’; comp. I Thess. iv. I . . . As this word was 
commonly used to describe the proper attitude of men towards God . . . 
p. 139 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
The simple instrumental dative represents the knowledge of God as the dew 
or the rain which nurtures the growth of the plant . . . 
p. 139 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 In verses 10-11, Paul lists five purposes that are fulfilled in such 
spiritual knowledge. 
p. 30 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Walk is used in the Bible to refer to one’s pattern of daily conduct.  A 
mind controlled by knowledge, wisdom, and understanding produces a life 
worthy of the Lord.  Although it seems impossible that anyone could walk 
worthy of the Lord, that is the teaching of Scripture.  Paul desired the 
Thessalonians to “walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His 
own kingdom and glory” (1 Thess. 2:12).  He exhorted the Ephesians to “walk 
in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called” (Eph. 
4:1).  He told the Philippians to “conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of 
the gospel of Christ” (Phil. 1:27). 
p. 30 
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MacArthur says: 
 
Christ dwells in us in the person of the Holy Spirit.  Paul prayed for the 
Ephesians “that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to 
be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man; so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (Eph. 3:16-17).  Trying to 
walk worthy in our own strength is doomed to failure.  Martin Luther stated 
that truth clearly in his hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”: 
 

Did we in our own strength confide 
Our striving would be losing, 
Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He. 
Lord Sabaoth His name, 
From age to age the same. 
And He must win the battle. 

p. 31 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 The New Testament describes several features of the worthy walk.  We 
are to walk in humility (Eph. 4:1-3); in purity (Rom. 13:13, KJV); in 
contentedness (1 Cor. 7:17); by faith (2 Cor. 5:7); in good works (Eph. 2:10); 
different from the world (Eph 4:17-32); in love (Eph. 5:2); in light (Eph. 5:8); 
in wisdom (Eph. 5:15); and in truth (3 John 3-4).  Such a walk will please 
Him in all respects. 
p. 31 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 A third result of knowledge is spiritual growth.  Spiritual growth is 
progressing in the knowledge of God.  Tē epignōsei (in the knowledge) is an 
instrumental dative case.  It indicates the means by which our increasing, or 
growth, takes place.  The knowledge of God revealed in His Word is crucial to 
spiritual growth.  Peter wrote, “Like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of 
the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2).  As 
always, the Holy Spirit infuses our own efforts with God’s enabling grace (2 
Pet. 3:18), without which we could not grow. 
p. 32 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 1:10 walk worthy.  This is a key NT concept which calls the believer to 
live in a way that is consistent with his identification with the Lord who 
saved him. 
p. 1731 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
Spiritual fruit is the byproduct of a righteous life.  The Bible identifies 
spiritual fruit as leading people to Christ (1 Cor. 16:15), praising God (Heb. 
13:15), giving money (Rom. 15:26-28), living a godly life (Heb. 12:11), and 
displaying holy attitudes . . . 
pp. 1731-32 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
increasing in the knowledge of God.  Spiritual growth cannot occur apart 
from this knowledge (1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18).  The evidences of spiritual 
growth include a deeper love for God’s Word (Ps. 119:97), a more perfect 
obedience (1 John 2:3-5), a strong doctrinal foundation (1 John 2:12-14), an 
expanding faith (2 Thess. 1:3; cf. 2 Cor. 10:5), and a greater love for others 
(Phil. 1:9). 
p. 1732 
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McGee says: 
 
His second petition is that they might be pleasing to God.  That means that 
these Christians will not be bowing down to men or attempting to please 
them. 
p. 337 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
 THE PURPOSE OF PAUL’S PRAYER (1:10-14).  Paul prayed with a goal in 
mind.  The purpose of the prayer is “that you may live a life worthy of the 
Lord.”  It is wisdom applied to living, not simply wisdom related to 
knowledge. 
p. 202 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
The first characteristic of those in God’s will is continued growth in the 
spiritual life. 
p. 203 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
. . . bearing fruit and growing with regard to . . . the dative of reference) the 
true spiritual knowledge of God; for that knowledge has for one great law of 
its growth this, that we love and do His will, and bear the fruit of His Spirit. 
p. 49 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
The Colossians are “to walk worthily of the Lord so as to please him in every 
way” . . . 
p. 22 
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O’Brien says: 
 
. . . the four participles which follow, “bearing fruit” (v 10), “increasing” (v 10), 
“being strengthened” (v 11) and “giving thanks” (v 12), spell out more 
precisely what is involved in “walking worthily of the Lord.” 
p. 23 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 The expression unto all pleasing carries the idea of “meeting all His 
wishes.”  The word used is areskeia.  It occurs only here.  This word was 
sometimes used in a bad sense.  It carried the idea of a cringing and 
subservient spirit, a willingness to do anything to please a superior, even an 
eagerness to anticipate his most trivial wishes.  The apostle rescues the word 
from its ignoble connections.  The child of God is pointed to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, He who took his place at Calvary and who has the nail prints in His 
hands.  He is invited to anticipate his beloved Master’s every wish, to do 
studiously anything and everything to satisfy the desires of His heart. 
p. 38 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
Paul wanted the Colossians to live in a manner that adequately reflected 
what God had done for them and was doing in them.  Being “worthy of God” 
is a phrase that occurs in ancient pagan inscriptions throughout Asia.  It 
pictures someone’s life being weighed on scales to determine its worth.  If 
these devotees to false gods knew they had to walk in a worthy manner, 
certainly Christians should dedicate their lives to the living God in order to 
please Him. 
p. 1561 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
In the knowledge of God . . . Instrumental case, “by means of the full 
knowledge of God.”  This is the way for fruit-bearing and growth to come. 
p. 476 
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Robertson says: 
 
 Paul’s prayer includes right living, “so as to walk worthily of the Lord.”  
That is the high ideal held up by Paul.  If the Colossians are full of knowledge 
of God’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, this walk will be 
worthy of the Lord Jesus.  Paul uses similar language in 1 Thessalonians 
2:12; Philippians 1:27; and Ephesians 4:1.  Spiritual enlightenment is shown 
by a worthy walk.  “Doctrines and ethics are for Paul inseparable” (Peake).  
“To have knowledge and discernment is not character; to live in a manner 
worthy of him who is our Lord is” (Gross Alexander).  Creed and conduct 
should go together.  The best answer to disbelievers today is precisely 
walking worthy of the Lord Jesus, whom even disbelievers praise. 
p. 35 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 Next, the apostle would have us get knowledge in order that we may so 
live as to be pleasing to our best friend—“worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing.”  Is not that beautiful?  To live so as to please God in all respects!  
Some live to please themselves, and some to please their neighbours, and 
some to please their wives, and some to please their children, and some live 
as if they wished to please the devil; but our business is to please Him in all 
things whose servants we are. 
p. 566 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
. . . so that we may please God from the moment we rise in the morning to the 
time when we lie down, aye, and please Him even when we are asleep: that 
we may eat and drink so as to please Him; that we may speak and think so as 
to please Him; that we may go or stay so as to please Him; that we may 
rejoice or suffer so as to please Him—“walking worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing.”  Oh, blessed man, whose life is pleasing to God in all respects! 
p. 566 
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Spurgeon says: 
 
Knowledge is food to the true heart, and strengthens it for the Lord’s work.  
Oh, to have knowledge placed like good soil around the roots of the soul, to 
fertilize the mind, that thus the clusters of usefulness may be as large as 
those of Eshcol: beautiful, plentiful, sweet, and full.  May our Lord, the King 
of Israel, to whom the vineyard belongs, receive an abundant reward for all 
His labour for the vines which He has planted. 
p. 567 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
Paul has prayed that the Colossians might know God’s will.  Why?  In order 
that ye should walk worthily before the Lord!  The verb walk is very 
expressive.  It is used by Paul 32 times to refer to the Christian’s pilgrimage 
through this world (see especially Eph. 5:8; II Cor. 10:2).  In 3:7 it is equal to 
live.  By the Lord’s help a long and arduous walk can be turned into a 
pleasant companionship.  As Christians we must measure up to the standard 
He sets before us (Eph. 4:13; I John 2:6).  
p. 33 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
 The phrase, unto all pleasing, seems to hang on without giving much 
direction to Paul’s statement.  Pleasing whom?  Not men but God.  The 
Williams’ translation of this phrase is, “to his full satisfaction.”  Can we 
honestly say with the apostle John that we “do those things which are 
pleasing in his sight”? (I John 3:22).  The apostle Paul states four ways in 
which we can please God: by “bearing fruit,” by “increasing in the knowledge 
of God,” by “being strengthened,” and by “giving thanks to the Father.” 
p. 34 
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Wuest says: 
 
Because of this, we also, from the day we heard, do not cease on behalf of you 
offering our petitions and presenting our definite requests, that you might be 
filled with the advanced and perfect knowledge of His will in the sphere of 
every kind of wisdom and intelligence which is spiritual, so that you may 
order your behavior worthily of the Lord with a view to pleasing Him in 
everything, in every work which is good, constantly bearing fruit and 
increasing by means of the thorough and perfect knowledge of God. 
p. 177 
 
 
At the end of verse 10 we have the THIRD PART of Stage #2: 
 

1. The WILL, 
 

2. The WALK, and now 
 

3. The WORK of Christ 
 
 
“IN EVERY GOOD WORK, BEARING FRUIT AND INCREASING IN THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD.” 
 
 
This is a PROCESS—this is something that should be going on every day and 
be the work to which we have been assigned—and that is “BEARING FRUIT 
AND INCREASING.” 
 
 
Psalm 1:1-3 (NIV) 
 

Blessed is the man 
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 

or stand in the way of sinners 
or sit in the seat of mockers. 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither. 
Whatever he does prospers. 
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The Potential Harvest is Plentiful 
 
In Matthew 9:37, Jesus tells his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few.”  The results of a 2007 survey illustrates this point well: 
 
• 82 percent—the number of un-churched people who are receptive to 

attending church if invited and escorted by a friend 
 

• 21 percent—the number of church-going Christians who invited someone 
to church in 2006 

 
Bill White, Paramount, California; source: Thom and Sam Rainer,  

“Getting to Know Today’s Unchurched” 
 

© 2011 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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I love reading Our Daily Bread.  For Saturday, May 21, 2011—which was my 
78th birthday—the reading was called: 
 

FRESH FRUIT 
 

I love the old photographs that are often printed on the obituary page 
of our local newspaper.  A grinning young man in a military uniform and 
words such as: 92 years old, fought for his country in WWII.  Or the young 
woman with sparkling eyes: 89 years young, grew up on a farm in Kansas 
during the Depression.  The unspoken message is: “I wasn’t always old, you 
know.” 

Too often, those who have had a long life feel sidelined when they 
reach their later years.  Psalm 92, however, reminds us that no matter how 
old we are, we can have a fresh and fruitful life.  Men and women who have 
been “planted” in the rich soil of God’s vineyard will continue to “bear fruit” 
and be “fresh and flourishing” (v.14).  Jesus promised that “he who abides in 
Me, and I in him,” will continue to bear “much fruit” (John 15:5). 

Yes, muscles may ache and joints may hurt, and life may slow down a 
bit.  But inwardly we can be “renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 4:16). 

I recently saw a T-shirt on a beautiful white-haired woman that said: 
“I’m not 80.  I’m 18 with 62 years experience.”  No matter how old we get, we 
can still be young at heart—but with the benefit of a well-lived lifetime of 
knowledge and wisdom. –Cindy Hess Kasper 
 

We can be young in heart and mind, 
To others we can yet be kind, 

Sing songs of praise to God through tears, 
And grow in grace through all our years. —Zimmerman 

 
Faithfulness is God’s requirement; 

fruitfulness is His reward. 
 
(From Our Daily Bread, Saturday, May 21, 2011) 
 
 
Psalm 92:12-14 (NIV 
 

The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,  
they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon;  

planted in the house of the Lord,  
they will flourish in the courts of our God.  

They will still bear fruit in old age,  
they will stay fresh and green,  
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(Fear Not: For I Am With You Always by Max Lucado)  Nashville, TN: 
Thomas Nelson. Copyright– Max Lucado, 2009. 

 
Be a doer, not a stewer. 
 
FEARLESS 
p. 63 
 
 
Shortfalls and depletions inhabit our trails.  Not enough time, luck, wisdom, 
intelligence.  We are running out of everything, it seems, and so we worry.  
But worry doesn’t work. 
 
Fret won’t fill a bird’s belly with food or a flower’s petal with color. 
 
Birds and flowers seem to get along just fine, and they don’t take antacids. 
 
What’s more, you can dedicate a decade of anxious thoughts to the brevity of 
life and not extend it by one minute.  Worry accomplishes nothing. 
 

FEARLESS 
p. 97 
 
 
 
(Found: God’s Will: Find the Direction and Purpose God Wants for Your Life 

by John MacArthur)  Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook. Copyright– 
John MacArthur, 1977. 

 
 Let’s begin with a simple assumption.  Since God has a will for us, He 
must want us to know it.  If so, then we could expect Him to communicate it 
to us in the most obvious way.  How would that be?  Through the Bible, His 
revelation.  Therefore, I believe that what one needs to know about the will of 
God is clearly revealed in the pages of the Word of God.  God’s will is, in fact, 
very explicit in Scripture. 
p. 7 
 
 
 This is the first thing about God’s will—He wants men to be saved.  So 
much so that He stays His judgment. 
p. 10 
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(Found: God’s Will: Find the Direction and Purpose God Wants for Your Life 
by John MacArthur)  Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook. Copyright– 
John MacArthur, 1977. 

 
 You say you do not know what God’s will is, but I’ll tell you what it is.  
First, that you know Christ and then that your neighbors hear about Christ.  
That is His will.  So often we sit around twiddling our thumbs, dreaming 
about God’s will in some far distant future when we are not even willing to 
stand up on our own two feet, walk down the street, and do God’s will right 
now. 
 God so desired that men be saved that He gave the One whom He 
loved most, His Son, and sent Him to die on a cross.  That is the measure of 
His love, and that indicates how much He wills that men be saved! 
p. 15 
 
 
 First, if you want to know God’s will, you must be saved.  Second, you 
must be Spirit-filled.  That is the teaching of the Word of God. 
p. 17 
 
 
 
(Majestic Destiny: Kingdom Hope is Rising by Curtis H. Tucker)  Redmond, 

OR: Last Chapter Publishing. Copyright– Curtis H. Tucker, 2011. 
 
 In our spiritual lives, we can bear any how once we understand the 
why.  We don’t do good works to prove anything to anyone, or to stay in God’s 
good graces, or to secure our salvation.  We work toward that for which we 
were created and saved: God’s glorious plan. 
 
 In the words of Vince Lombardi, “Success demands singleness of 
purpose.”  Our purpose is to glorify God, whose glory will be displayed to the 
greatest degree in the coming kingdom of Messiah. 
 
 We must be as kingdom minded as He is in order to truly live for His 
glory. 
p. 40 
 
 
Life without a purpose is a languid, 
drifting thing. 
Thomas á Kempis 
p. 103 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C. 
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Some professors have consciences as good as new, for they have never been 
used. 1720. 271 
p. 87 
 
 
 
(Thirsting for God: Spiritual Refreshment for the Sacred Journey by Gary L. 

Thomas)  Eugene, OR: Harvest House. Copyright– Gary Thomas, 
1999/2011. 

 
 When I was a young campus pastor, people often asked me, “Can I lose 
my salvation?”  Why did so few people ask, “How can I grow?”  We seem to 
have an overwhelming desire to drag ourselves into heaven in the same way 
a hero barely survives at the end of a movie.  We’ll limp into heaven bruised 
and bleeding with buildings burning all around us, our clothes ripped and 
torn, our faces scratched, sweaty, and dirty, and our hair moving every which 
way in the smoke-filled air. 
 The focus on our ultimate salvation rather than persistent growth has 
been a convenient but spiritually depleting lapse.  Growth is painful.  It is 
most frequently the result of enduring difficulty and pain.  Unless we are 
strongly motivated to grow, the effort required will be too great, and we’ll 
excuse ourselves from the obligation by saying, “Jesus already did it for me.”  
In such a context, this is not a statement of faith; it’s a statement of 
slothfulness.  Scripture is bursting with references urging us to grow.  
p. 20 
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To have “FRUIT” in your life, you have got to be: 
 

ABIDING in the vine, 
 
LIVING by dependence upon the life of the vine,  
 
OBEDIENCE to the vine, and  
 
SUBMISSION. 

 
 
If we indeed are abiding in Him, we are depending upon all that He can do, 
drawing upon all of His resources, and developing into His likeness. 
 
 
 
(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson)  

San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright– Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

 
My part, O God, is not to second-guess you, or offer spur-of-the-moment 
advice to you on how to run your world.  My part is to listen and accept your 
life, and walk in the glorious way that you have so elaborately planned for me 
in Jesus.  Amen. 
p. 369 
 
 
 
(Axiom: Powerful Leadership Proverbs by Bill Hybels)  Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. Copyright– Bill Hybels, 2008. 
 
The healthiest organizations I see are not conflict-free.  They are just 
ridiculously committed to keeping short accounts. 
p. 124 
 
 
Leaders have a responsibility before God to constantly get better, and one of 
the most reliable ways to do so is to read.  
p. 197 
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v.11  equipped with all power, according to His glorious strength, unto every 
kind of patience and steadfastness with joy, 

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 11: 
 

being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might for 
the display of all patience and steadfastness, joyfully  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 11: 
 

We pray that you’ll have the strength to stick it out over the long 
haul—not the grim strength of gritting your teeth but the glory-
strength God gives.  It is strength that endures the unendurable and 
spills over into joy, 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Spiritual strength is a third factor that results from knowing God’s will and 
pleasing Him.  Being strengthened with all power according to His glorious 
might includes three words for strength: “being strengthened” . . . “power” . . . 
and “might” is . . . used only of God in the NT).  This God-given strength 
produces great endurance and patience.  This endurance (trans. 
“perseverance” . . . was exemplified by Job . . . To this endurance Paul added 
“patience,” a word generally connected with gentleness and calm sweetness  
. . . Endurance and patience are often associated . . . Endurance . . . a 
“remaining under”) implies not easily succumbing under suffering; and 
patience . . . “long temper”; . . . means self-restraint which does not hastily 
retaliate.  A lack of endurance often results in despondency or losing heart, 
whereas a lack of patience often leads to wrath or revenge 
 All this is according to God’s “glorious might” . . . Glory means 
manifest excellence.  It is an outward manifestation of God’s inner character. 
. . . Paul wrote of God’s “great power” . . . and “the working . . . of His mighty  
. . . strength . . .,” which raised Christ from the dead . . . 
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Thus far in Paul’s prayer, he has had FOUR PETITIONS that relate to the: 
 

1. PLAN of God, 
 
2. PURPOSE of God, 
 
3. PLEASURE of God, and 
 
4. PRODUCT of God. 

 
 
Now all of these, in order to be realized, must come through the: 
 

5. POWER of God. 
 
 
2 Samuel 22:33 (NIV) 
 

It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect.  
 
 
The WILL, the WALK, and the WORK will never be accomplished apart from 
God WORKING in us through His mighty power.   
 
 
He has prayed that they “might be filled with knowledge of His will,” that 
they might fulfill His purpose in that plan. 
 
 
Paul, recognizing without Him they can do nothing, now prays for the 
POWER to accomplish HIS PLAN. 
 
 
The thrilling thing about the Christian life is that for every requirement 
there is power available.  The task before us is never greater than the power 
behind us. 
 
 
Philippians 4:13 (Phillips) 
 

I am ready for anything through the strength of the one who lives 
within me 
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Acts 1:8 (AKJV) 
 

But you shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come on  
you: . . . 

 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 (KJV) 
 

For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power . . . 
 
 
Zechariah 4:6 (NIV) 
 

. . . ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord 
Almighty. 

 
 
Ephesians 3:20 (TLB) 
 

Now glory be to God who by his mighty power at work within us is able 
to do far more than we would ever dare to ask or even dream of—
infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes. 

 
 
The thrilling thing about the Christian life is that there is NEVER AN 
ENERGY SHORTAGE WITH GOD. 
 
 
There is an inexhaustible supply of God’s power for the continuous need of 
the child of God. 
 
 
Ephesians 1:19 (TLB) 
 

I pray that you will begin to understand how incredibly great his 
power is to help those who believe him. . . . 
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He Giveth More Grace 
Annie J. Flint 

 
When we have exhausted our store of endurance, 
When our strength has failed ere the day is half done, 
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources 
Our Father’s full giving is only begun. 
 
His love has no limits, His grace has no measure, 
His power no boundary known unto men; 
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus 
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again. 

 
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/h/g/hgmgrace.htm 
 
 
Isaiah 40:28-31 (NIV) 
 

Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or 
weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.  He gives strength to 
the weary and increases the power of the weak.  Even youths grow 
tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope 
in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint.  
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I’ve had a real struggle over the years of learning how to tap into that divine 
power in the face of temptation, frustration, and overwhelming 
circumstances. 
 
 
I am beginning to learn what it takes: 
 

to have VICTORY OVER THE FLESH AND TEMPTATION and  
 
to learn to walk with God. 

 
 
Over the years I have been making the mistake of saying NO TO THE 
FLESH in the POWER OF THE FLESH.  I have been the one who wants to 
control the victory. 
 
 
I am just now beginning to understand that we must learn to say NO TO 
THE FLESH in the POWER OF THE SPIRIT. 
 
 
Paul had a similar problem when he said in: 
 
Romans 7:15 (NASB) 
 

For that which I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing 
what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.  

 
 
I love what he has to say in: 
 
Romans 7:25-8:2 (NASB) 
 

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  So then, on the one 
hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the 
other, with my flesh the law of sin.  There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 
death.  
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Victory comes when I am aware of the fact that the Holy Spirit has all the 
resources necessary to: 
 

SAY NO TO THE FLESH and  
 
SAY YES TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD. 

 
 
“UNTO EVERY KIND OF PATIENCE AND STEADFASTNESS WITH JOY.” 
 
 
This is our GREATEST WITNESS FOR CHRIST—letting Him do it and 
being faithful. 
 
 
We are strengthened.  The RESULT of that strengthening will issue in: 
 

“PATIENCE,” 
 

“STEADFASTNESS,” and 
 

“JOY.” 
 
 
“PATIENCE” points us to HIS WILL. 
 
 
Psalm 27:14 (NKJV) 
 

Wait on the LORD; 
Be of good courage,  

And He shall strengthen your heart;  
Wait, I say, on the LORD! 

 
 
Habakkuk 2:3 (TLB) 
 

But these things I plan won’t happen right away.  Slowly, steadily, 
surely, the time approaches when the vision will be fulfilled.  If it 
seems slow, do not despair, for these things will surely come to pass.  
Just be patient!  They will not be overdue a single day! 
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For so many of us who are eager to be in action, it’s difficult for us to  
WAIT PATIENTLY for the Lord to reveal His perfect WILL. 
 
 
“STEADFASTNESS” points us to the WORK that He desires for us to 
perform.  When trials, difficulties and tests come our way and there are 
desires to give up and quit, it is only His power that will produce 
“STEADFASTNESS” in the midst of the storm. 
 
 
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NASB) 
 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in 
vain in the Lord. 

 
 
“JOY” points to my WALK as I continue to daily walk by faith and fellowship 
with the Father.  This kind of life issues in “JOY.” 
 
 
1 John 1:3-4 (DAV) 
 

that which we have seen and heard we are proclaiming also to you, in 
order that you also may be having fellowship with us; and the 
fellowship which is ours is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus 
Christ.  And as for us, we are writing these things in order that your 
joy might be filled. 

 
 
Oh what amazing things the “POWER” of God can do in our lives, producing: 
 

“PATIENCE” instead of pressure when the problems come, 
 
“STEADFASTNESS” and stability in the midst of the storm, 
 
“JOY” independent of circumstances that the ultimate outcome of the 
conflict is going to be victory. 
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It was John Piper who said: 
 
In all the setbacks of your life as a believer, God is plotting for your joy. 
(Our Daily Bread) 
 
 
Psalm 16:11 (NIV) 
 

You have made known to me the path of life; 
you will fill me with joy in your presence, 
with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
. . . “becoming strengthened.”  The simple verb is not used elsewhere by St. 
Paul . . . 
p. 204 
 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
Strength is supplied in a manner correspondent with the power which 
belongs to the glory of God, i.e. His majesty as manifested to men. 
p. 204 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
The great problem in life is not to know what to do, but to do it.  For the most 
part, we are well aware in any given situation what we ought to do; our 
problem is to put that knowledge into action.  What we need is power; and 
what we receive in prayer is power.  If God only told us what His will for us 
was, that might well be a frustrating and torturing situation; but God not 
only tells us His will, He also enables us to perform it. 
p. 131 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
“Being strengthened with all power” is the next element in the life pleasing to 
God.  Christians are engaged in moral conflict with the cosmic powers of a 
darkened world (cf. Eph 6:12), and nothing short of divine empowerment can 
enable them to stand. 
p. 818 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
The writers go on to pray that the Colossians may be endowed not only with 
knowledge but also with power, according to the measure of God’s “glorious 
might” (lit., “the might of his glory”).  The power which they long to see 
manifested in their readers’ lives is the power of God himself—nothing less. 
p. 47 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
Patience, hupomonē, is that quality of steady persistence whereby a man 
continues to his goal.  Thus it is used in Hebrews xii. 1 of the athlete who 
runs with dogged persistence the full course.  It is not therefore so much a 
passive acceptance of the inevitable, as an active unrelenting endeavor even 
in spite of difficulty and trial.  Longsuffering, makrothumia, is that virtue 
which is seen in face of provocation.  Whereas the natural instinct is to 
retaliate, whether by bitter word or by an act of revenge, the Christian is to 
aim rather at that quiet spirit which was exemplified by Him who in the 
moment of supreme provocation prayed ‘Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do’.  The third word in the triad is the characteristic word 
joyfulness.  The Christian does not face difficulty and persecution with the 
stolid impassivity of the Stoic.  His persistence and longsuffering are infused 
with joy.  He rejoices because the goal of his persistence is Christ Himself.  
He rejoices that in quietly accepting the persecution of men he enters into a 
new fellowship with his Master. 
pp. 37-38 
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Dunnam says: 
 
 Paul uses a quaint phrase to name our need and to affirm the power 
that is available to us: “strengthened with all night, according to His glorious 
power. . .” (v. 11).  Weymouth translates that “strengthened with strength of 
every kind,” and Moule has it “according to the might of His glory.”  What an 
extravagant possibility.  Strength of every kind! 
p. 335 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
The apostle refers to the impartation of the Divine strength to believers.  
Fallen humanity is feeble, but rises under this gift into prowess and majesty.  
The semblance of moral omnipotence is communicated to it, and it easily 
surmounts frailty, pain, sorrow, and death, for the apostle a fourth time 
employs . . . 
p. 28 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
If we survey the glory of God in creation, the immensity of its architectural 
power overwhelms us; or in providence, its exhaustless and versatile energy 
perplexes us; or in redemption, its moral achievements delight and amaze us.  
If the spiritual strength given to believers be after the measure of the might 
of this glory, with what courage and ability shall they be armed?  Will they 
not, with so much of God in them, realize the God-like in spiritual heroism, so 
as to resist evil, overcome temptation, banish fear, surmount difficulties, 
embrace opportunities of well-doing, obtain victory over death, and prove that 
they are able to rise above everything before which unaided humanity sinks 
and succumbs. 
pp. 28-29 
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Eadie says: 
 
That peculiar position which necessitates the exercise of patience and long-
suffering should not induce despondency, or cast a gloom over the heart as if 
it were inevitable fate, to be sullenly submitted to, but rather should there be 
joy that this Divine power is communicated and that the mind is upborne in 
triumph, and enabled to hope and wait in quiet expectation. 
p. 31 
 
 
 
Fergusson says: 
 
 In order to their walking worthy of the Lord, unto all well-pleasing, he 
prayed, thirdly, that they, being furnished from above with power, might 
patiently endure whatsoever afflictions they should meet with in the way of 
their duty, and that with joyfulness. 
p. 334 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
 “Strengthened with all power, according to the might of His glory, unto 
all patience and long suffering with joy.”  In the midst of tribulation and 
suffering strength is supplied through the might of His glory.  It is the glory 
of Christ and Christ in glory which strengthens the believer, gives power to 
endure and to pass through every trial and hardship with joy. 
p. 47 
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Gromacki says: 
 
 Strength is not gained in a once-for-all crisis experience; rather, it 
involves a lifelong process.  The participle “strengthened” literally reads 
“being strengthened” (dunamoumenoi).  The believer does not strengthen 
himself, but he must be submissive to God who provides the moral 
enablement.  Elsewhere Paul commanded: “Be strong [endunamousthe] in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might” (Eph. 6:10).  The apostle also prayed 
that Christians might be “strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner 
man” (Eph. 3:16).  With humble optimism, every saint should be able to 
confess: “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 
[endunamounti] me” (Phil. 4:13).  Both the indwelling Christ and Spirit are 
the source of this needed power. 
p. 51 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 Due to strength imparted by God, believers are able, even in the midst 
of tribulation, to give thanks with joy and to rejoice with thanksgiving . . . 
p. 59 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
Where there is spiritual life there is still need of spiritual strength.  To be 
strengthened is to be furnished by the grace of God for every good work, and 
fortified by that grace against every evil one.  In the praying for spiritual 
strength we are not straitened in the promises, and therefore should not be 
straitened in our own hopes and desires. 
p. 1870 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
3.  It is with joyfulness, to rejoice in tribulation, to rejoice that we are counted 
worthy to suffer for his name, to have joy as well as patience in the troubles 
of life.  This we could never do by any strength of our own, but as we are 
strengthened by the grace of God. 
p. 1870 
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Hughes says: 
 
 The focus of the power is, first, for “endurance.”  The kind of 
steadfastness Paul meant is that which “enables one to hold one’s position in 
battle.”  He had in mind the evil forces in the Lycus Valley which were trying 
to destroy the Colossian church.  Paul was praying that they would stand . . . 
endure . . . persevere . . . remain steadfast . . . stay at it.  Sir Winston 
Churchill was invited back to his alma mater, Harrow, to address the 
students near the end of his storied life of public service, which included 
guiding Britain through her darkest and finest hours.  When the five-foot, 
five-inch bulldog of a man took the platform, everyone waited breathlessly 
upon his words—and they would never forget what they heard: “Young 
gentlemen, never give up.  Never give up.  Never give up!  Never!  Never!  
Never!”  With that he sat down.  Paul would have liked that, especially in 
regard to the gospel.  
p. 26 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
 To “endurance” Paul added “patience,” or as the Greek more literally 
says, “long-suffering.”  “Endurance” is in reference to adverse circumstances, 
whereas “patience” is in reference to difficult people.  Paul was praying that 
the Colossians would have a long-suffering, patient spirit as they related to 
one another and to those outside the Church.  Possessing “endurance” does 
not mean one will succeed in “patience.”  Moses endured in his titanic 
struggle with Pharaoh in Egypt, but his patience with the people failed at 
Kadesh, and he lost his right to enter the Promised Land (Numbers 20). 
p. 26 
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Ironside says: 
 
In the hour of trial a song of gladness will well up in the heart where the will 
of God is supreme.  And so he adds, “With joyfulness.”  Here is something 
that the natural man knows nothing of—joy in the time of trial; gladness in 
the time of hardship; songs in the night, thought he darkness be 
overwhelming; praises to the God of my salvation when nature shrinks and 
trembles.  It was thus the martyrs could rejoice in the arena when thrown to 
the lions; or exult in the Lord when the flames leaped up around them as 
they suffered at the stake.  And myriads of sufferers all through the 
Christian era have been able to testify to the sustaining grace of God, when 
the spirit seemed about to be overwhelmed.  “The joy of the Lord is your 
strength.”  
p. 37 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
unto all patience—so as to attain, to all patient endurance; persevering, 
enduring continuance in the faith, in spite of trials of persecutors, and 
seductions of false teachers. 
p. 1315 
 
 
 
King says: 
 
A worthy walk, and a worth-while work—yes, indeed; but how?  Let us ever 
bear this in mind as a principle of the spiritual life, that “If GOD command 
thee so, then thou shalt be able to”, Exodus xviii. 23.  In other words, if I 
know that I ought, I know that I can.  “All might” is available to me, so that 
“I can do all things [He requires] through CHRIST which strengtheneth me”, 
Philippians iv. 13. 
p. 32 
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King says: 
 
 “All patience,” 11.  That means Christian stickability: the power to 
keep on keeping on.  We shall have temptations to give up—the allurements 
of the world; the weakness of our resolve; the frequency of our failures; these, 
and other things, may tend to undermine our resistance.  So Paul prays that 
these Colossian believers may have the grace of perseverance.  It was an 
outstanding quality in an Old Testament saint, “Daniel purposed . . . and 
Daniel continued”, Daniel i. 8, 21.  It was an outstanding quality in the first 
New Testament saints, who “continued stedfastly”, Acts ii. 42.  Be it ours also 
to display a like tenacity—and that, not in a temper of grim and glum 
resignation, but “with joyfulness”.  What a grand note to finish on! 
p. 32 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 
 Weymouth puts this in very suggestive words: “Since His power is so 
glorious, may you be strengthened with strength of every kind, and be 
prepared for cheerfully enduring all things with patience and long-suffering.” 
p. 44 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
The next participle shows how this knowledge is able to do what Paul has 
just said: “being made powerful in all power according to the might of his 
glory for all perseverance and longsuffering with joy.”  By means of this 
knowledge God ever keeps filling us with dynamic power. 
p. 37 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
. . . in no power that we need for fruit-bearing and growing does God leave us 
deficient.  If we ever prove deficient, it is never because he fails to supply us; 
it is always only because we do not let him “fill us with the knowledge of his 
will,” with this knowledge that is so effective a means for making us bear 
fruit and grow. 
p. 37 
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Lenski says: 
 
Chrysostom calls “perseverance” the queen of the virtues.  “All” means every 
form of this perseverance and longsuffering as at any time or in any 
circumstance things or persons may distress us.  Nor are we to make a long 
face about it, but all our perseverance and longsuffering are ever to be 
accompanied by . . . joy and not by a sickly smile behind which the weak 
heart longs only for relief, but by actual joy that reflects the power for which 
nothing is too hard, nothing is too long, this power that comes from the true 
knowledge of the gospel. 
p. 39 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
The power communicated to the faithful corresponds to, and is a function of, 
the Divine might whence it comes. 
p. 140 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
The difference of meaning is best seen in their opposites.  While . . . is the 
temper which does not easily succumb under suffering, . . . is the self-
restraint which does not hastily retaliate a wrong. 
p. 140 
 
 
 
Lovett says: 
 
 TRIALS.  The Christian life is one of testing and trial, a program for 
bringing God’s sons to maturity.  Christians can happily submit to this 
program when they see what it is doing for them.  Cannot anyone endure 
almost anything if he knows glorious days are ahead?  Therefore, as children 
of light, we are to understand the purposes behind our trials as well as draw 
on our supernatural resources for meeting them.  Sadly, many who claim 
much light, fail to live in the might of the Lord which is needed if trials are to 
be endured with joy. 
pp. 167-8 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 God’s power is manifested in us through the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit.  Our Lord told the disciples they would receive power after the Holy 
Spirit came upon them (Acts 1:8).  Paul prayed for the Ephesians that they 
would be “strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man” 
(Eph. 3:16).  To the Romans he wrote, “May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit” (Rom. 15:13).  That power is available to the believer who is 
filled with the knowledge of God’s Word. 
p. 33 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 It was Paul’s constant prayer for the Colossians that they be filled with 
the knowledge of God’s will.  He knew that only when believers are controlled 
by that knowledge can they walk worthy of the Lord and please Him.  Paul 
knew further that such knowledge was required for a fruitful life, spiritual 
growth, strength, and joyful endurance of trials. 
p. 34 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
Here is his fifth request.  Strength and power can come only from God; they 
are produced by the Holy Spirit.  These believers are to be strengthened with 
all might “unto all patience and longsuffering.”  And this patience and 
longsuffering is to be “with joyfulness.” 
p. 337 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
The second characteristic of those who know the will of God is power to 
persevere. 
p. 204 
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O’Brien says: 
 
. . . “strengthened with all power . . .” indicates how the conduct, worthy of 
the Lord, was to be achieved.  The standards set before the Colossians were 
far higher than those of the false teachers.  And nothing short of God’s 
almighty power at work within them would enable them to live so as to 
please him in all things. 
pp. 23-24 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
That you may walk worthy of the Lord, to all well-pleasing.] enabled 
constantly to suffer all afflictions you endure for the sake of Christ, and of the 
glory he hath promised, with patience and joy;) 
pp. 780-81 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
 The verb strengthened is a present participle (dynamoumenoi), 
indicating that this is a continuous activity of God in the believer and not a 
once-and-for-all experience.  Endurance (hypomonē) is that lasting quality 
that enables one to continue toward a goal.  It describes the athlete in 
Hebrews 12:1 who runs the race to completion or the Christian who patiently 
bears fruit (Luke 8:15).  The Greek word makrothymia, often translated as 
“patience” or “long-suffering,” is that quality of self-restraint that enables a 
person to withstand opposition without retaliation. 
p. 23 
 
 
 
Pickell says: 
 
 He would have the Colossians “strengthened” or enabled by God’s 
power to live worthy lives and overcome the adversary.  In their struggle he 
longs for them to have “patience,” literally endurance or constancy; 
“longsuffering,” which conveys more the idea we express by patience or 
forbearance; and “joyfulness,” literally “calm delight,” While these qualities 
are not the possession of the natural man, they are available in Christ and 
the outgrowth of communion with Him. 
p. 31 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
This phrase means that believers are empowered not in proportion to their 
need but according to God’s strength.  So then, Paul desires to see nothing 
less than the very power of God Himself at work in the Colossian believers. 
p. 1561 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
 “Unto all patience and longsuffering with joy.”  Patience means 
without cowardice or despondency, “carrying on,” as the soldiers said during 
the war, perseverance and steadfast continuance when tempted to be 
quitters; and long-suffering is the absence of wrath, revenge, retaliation, 
holding out a long time and putting up with a great deal. 
p. 36 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
The power which he longs to see manifested in their lives is the power of God 
Himself—nothing less.  In Ephesians this idea is made even more explicit: 
there he describes the “exceeding greatness” of God’s power in relation to 
those who believe in terms of the power which God exerted when He raised 
Christ from the dead and exalted Him to the place of universal supremacy at 
His own right hand.  This, we are told, is the power which God places at the 
disposal of His people. 
p. 187 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 God bestows upon the faithful three great spiritual gifts: spiritual 
endurance in every hard circumstance; patience with every obnoxious person; 
and in the midst of it all, joy which the world cannot give and cannot take 
away. 
p. 62 
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I would like to bring to your attention, as we conclude our meditation on 
verse 11, the word I translated “PATIENCE” really is HUPOMONE.  That 
words means to “remain under.”  I really prefer to translate that word 
PERSEVERANCE.   
 
 
“PATIENCE” gives you the idea of being PASSIVE and letting things 
happen. 
 
 
HUPOMONE is the STRUGGLE.  It’s ACTIVE.  It’s AGONIZING.  It’s 
PERSEVERING through the process. 
 
 
“STEADFASTNESS” would fit well no matter what. 
 
 
We are anchored to the Rock—Christ—and we are going to stay STEADFAST 
in the midst of the storm.  We are going to do all of this “WITH JOY” because 
it’s part of God’s developmental plan to make us more like the Savior. 
 
 
 
(Lectures to My Students by C. H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth 

Trust. Copyright– Unknown, 2008. 
 
Our one aim is to save sinners, and this we are not to talk about, but to do in 
the power of God. 
p. 261 
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(Take My Heart, O God by Sarah Young) 
 
There is no pit so deep that He is not deeper still. 

—CORRIE TEN BOOM 
 

THE VIEW FROM THE PIT 
 
In the pit, we are enveloped by darkness.  It’s cold.  Dank.  And very lonely.  
Our cries go unheard and eventually all we can do is whimper into the 
darkness, hoping against hope that someone will hear, someone will call 
down to us from above, someone will find a way to rescue us.  But as our 
tears fall to the ground, we know that we may be here for a long time. 
 
Where is God? 
 
The truth is, dear sister, he is here.  In the pit.  He knows the trial that has 
sent you into this pit of darkness.  Abandonment, uselessness, grief, fear, 
depression.  He desires to help you out of the pit.  To raise you back to the 
sunshine and fresh air.  To refresh you to serve again. 
 
Corrie ten Boom lived it.  “There is no pit so deep that He is not deeper still.”  
Grab onto God and don’t let go. 
(June 20) 
 
 
 
(The Expositor’s Bible: The Book of Psalms-Volume I- Psalms I-XXXVIII by 

A. Maclaren, D.D.) New York, N.Y.: A.C. Armstrong and Son.  
Copyright – 1899. 

 
The psalmist had learned the purpose of repose and refreshment which, in all 
regions of life, are intended to prepare for tasks and marches. 
p. 229 
 
 
Moments of devotion, which do not prepare for hours of practical 
righteousness, are very untrustworthy.  But, on the other had, the paths of 
righteousness will not be trodden by those who have known nothing of the 
green pastures and waters where the wearied can rest. 
p. 229 
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(Game Day Decisions: Devotions for Athletes by Elliot Johnson) Grand 
Island, NE: Cross Training Publishing. Copyright – Cross Training 
Publishing, 2000.  

 
WHEN BEAR BRYANT coached at Kentucky, he took his 1950 team to the 
Orange Bowl two weeks early.  There, the Wildcats practiced twice a day in 
hot, humid weather on a field covered with sand spurs.  His opponent, Santa 
Clara, was an underdog and spent only three days in Miami preparing for the 
game.  Kentucky was so fatigued from Bryant’s exhausting schedule, they 
lost the game 21-13! 
p. 56 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C. 
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Young people, you must pray, for your passions are strong, and your wisdom 
is little. 1656.251 
p. 95 
 
 
 
(Thirsting for God: Spiritual Refreshment for the Sacred Journey by Gary L. 

Thomas)  Eugene, OR: Harvest House. Copyright– Gary Thomas, 
1999/2011. 

 
We need difficulty because without it we become proud, self-centered, and 
uncaring monsters who are full of ourselves. 
p. 207 
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(Coach Wooden’s Pyramid of Success by John Wooden & Jay Carty) Ventura, 
CA: Regal Books / Gospel Light. Copyright – John R. Wooden & Jay 
Carty, 2005.  

 
 In the sixth game of the 1998 NBA finals, Michael Jordan had the flu, 
yet he played.  During time-outs, toward the end of the game, he would 
almost pass out, yet he continued.  When he finally won the game—scoring 
his forty-fifth point of the game with 5.2 seconds to go—he could no longer 
stand; his teammates had to hug him while he was seated.  He was 
completely spent—he had left it all on the floor—but he had willed his team 
to play their best.  That is competitive greatness. 
p. 90 
 
 
 We don’t have to be superstars or win championships to reach 
competitive greatness.  All we have to do is learn to rise to every occasion, 
give our best effort and make those around us better as we do it.  It’s not 
about winning.  It’s about learning to give all we have to give. 
p. 91 
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DREW BREES has written a great book.  He is quarterback for the New 
Orleans Saints.  After the Super Bowl he tells of the great blessing and joy 
that was theirs because they persevered through all kinds of adversity and 
ultimately won. 
 
 
 
(Coming Back Stronger: Unleashing the Hidden Power of Adversity by Drew 

Brees with Chris Fabry)  Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright– 
Brees Company, Inc., 2010. 

 
 In some areas the crowd was fifty people deep.  Everywhere we went, 
they were singing “When the Saints Go Marching In” and chanting, “Who dat 
say dey gonna beat them Saints?”  People held up signs for us that read, 
Bless you, boys and Greatest year of my life.  I was blown away by the 
masses of people––young and old, from many different backgrounds and 
nationalities.  They all rallied together over the one thing they had in 
common: the Saints. 
p. 295 
 
 
Make no mistake about it, it’s going to be an even greater joy when we gather 
around the throne of God and we’re able to celebrate the marriage super of 
the Lamb! 
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(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)  Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright– Oswald Chambers Publications 
Association, 1992. 

 
 Beware of “the cares of this world . . .” (Mark 4:19).  They are the very 
things that produce the wrong attitudes in our soul.  It is incredible what 
enormous power there is in simple things to distract our attention away from 
God.  Refuse to be swamped by “the cares of this world.” 
 Another thing that distracts us is our passion for vindication.  St. 
Augustine prayed, “O Lord, deliver me from this lust of always vindicating 
myself.”  Such a need for constant vindication destroys our soul’s faith in God.  
Don’t say, “I must explain myself,” or, “I must get people to understand.”  Our 
Lord never explained anything—He left the misunderstandings or 
misconceptions of others to correct themselves. 
 When we discern that other people are not growing spiritually and 
allow that discernment to turn to criticism, we block our fellowship with God.  
God never gives us discernment so that we may criticize, but that we may 
intercede. 
(November 23) 
 
 
 
(Found: God’s Will: Find the Direction and Purpose God Wants for Your Life 

by John MacArthur)  Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook. Copyright– 
John MacArthur, 1977. 

 
When will Christians realize that they have everything?  Peter wrote, 
“According as His divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3).  You do not lack anything!  But so many 
emaciated Christians go around and say, “Well, I just don’t have the power to 
do this or that.” 
p. 19 
 
 
 
(199 Treasures of Wisdom on Talking with God compiled from the writings of 

Andrew Murray)  Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. Copyright– Barbour 
Publishing, Inc., 2007. 

 
In prayer I must expect difficulties which can be conquered only by 
determined perseverance. 
(Quote 183)  
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Finding Joy in Trying Circumstances 
 
In his book Hope Is Contagious, Ken Hutcherson shares a moment from his 
personal life that illustrates well the ability to foster joy in the midst of trying 
circumstances, even as he was battling cancer: 
 

You can face anything in life—anything—and have that same inner 
peace and joy.  And when you do, it’s contagious.  It lifts up everyone 
else around you.  Isn’t that the type of person you want to be?  Instead 
of joining over and over again in the whining about how bad things 
are, just your presence shows others that, hey, life is still a wonderful 
gift we should all be enjoying. 

 
[One day] I was relaxing in my recliner after having spent five hours in 
the emergency room the night before.  I’ll admit I was exhausted, and 
the pain medication wasn’t working as well as I would have liked.  I 
looked around and saw my family going about their lives as usual.  
Video games.  Chores.  Music.  Laughter.  My wife, Pat, was fixing 
breakfast.  Even our new little puppy was settling into a comfortable 
routine and enjoying everyone’s efforts to spoil him.  A visitor stopped 
by to chat.  Some friends from church surprised me with a birthday 
cake—I had almost forgotten it was my birthday.  So there I sat, 
surrounded by so much goodness even as I’m feeling lousy.  My favorite 
cake is staring at me, but I have no appetite.  My eleven-year-old runs 
past me, and I don’t have enough energy to grab him and wrestle him 
to the ground like I used to.  I’m trying to have a conversation with my 
guests, but between the short night and the powerful pain pills, I can 
barely stay alert.  And you know what I’m thinking?  Can you imagine 
how close I am to being overwhelmed with what is happening to me? 

 
The words practically shouted from inside of me: “Isn’t God great?  
What a privilege to be his child!” 
 

Ken Hutcherson, Hope Is Contagious (Zondervan, 2010) 
 

© 2011 PreachingToday.com & Christianity Today International 
 
(PreachingToday.com) 
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(Between a Rock and a Grace Place: Divine Surprises in the Tight Spots of 
Life by Carol Kent)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Carol 
Kent, 2010. 

 
I’ve survived because I’ve discovered a new and different kind of joy that I 

never knew existed—a joy that can coexist with uncertainty and doubt, pain, 
confusion, and ambiguity. 

Tim Hansel 
p. 129 
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v.12  Giving thanks to the Father who qualified you for the share of the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. 

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 12: 
 

giving thanks to the Father who has qualified you to share in the 
saints’ inheritance in the light.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 12: 
 

thanking the Father who makes us strong enough to take part in 
everything bright and beautiful that he has for us.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Such patient-producing power should be accompanied by “joyfully,” not 
begrudgingly, giving thanks to the Father from whom comes every good and 
perfect gift (James 1:17). 
 Thankfulness, a fourth result of following God’s will and pleasing Him, 
is a keynote in the spiritual life.  Believers are urged elsewhere by Paul, 
“Give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thes. 5:18) and to come before God “in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving” (Phil. 4:6).  Four other 
times in Colossians (3:15-17; 4:2) Paul enjoined believers to be grateful.  
Joyfulness too is part of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22), made possible by 
the gospel . . . Here Paul centered thanksgiving on the fact that God has 
qualified you (lit., “made you competent”; . . . to share in the inheritance of 
the saints (i.e., the kingdom treasures that belong to believers; . . . In short, 
though believers are unfit in themselves, God has fitted them to share in the 
inheritance of His holy people.  This “inheritance” . . . is reminiscent of the 
way the inheritance of the land of promise was given to the Israelites under 
Joshua . . . This inheritance is in the . . . light . . .  

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #2 – Colossians 1 9-14.doc 

97 

With the beginning of verse 12, now the Apostle turns from his PETITIONS 
for the Colossians to his PRAYER OF PRAISE. 
 
 
He has prayed that they might realize: 
 

the PLAN of God,  
 
the PURPOSE of God,  
 
the PLEASURE of God,  
 
the PRODUCTS of God, and  
 
the POWER of God.  

 
 
In these next verses his prayer of thanksgiving is for the WORK OF THE 
FATHER.  In verse 14 for the WORK OF THE SON. 
 
 
I would like for us to notice THREE KEY WORDS that stand out in the work 
of the Father.  He: 
 

1. “QUALIFIED” us, 
 

2. “RESCUED US,” and 
 

3. “TRANSFERRED US.” 
 
 
In answer to God’s gracious gift, the Apostle is “GIVING THANKS TO THE 
FATHER.”  He is grateful to God for all His gracious acts toward sinful man. 
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His first item of thanksgiving for the work of the Father is seen in the next 
phrase: 
 

“WHO QUALIFIED YOU FOR THE SHARE OF THE INHERITANCE 
OF THE SAINTS IN THE LIGHT.” 

 
 
One thing for sure, WE COULD NOT QUALIFY OURSELVES. 
 
 
The stop-watch had already stopped before we started to try to qualify.  The 
bar at the pole vaulting pit was far too high.  
 
 
The course had been played—18 holes and 18 strokes. 
 
 
Romans 3:23 (NASB) 
 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
 
 
Because we could not qualify, God the Father in loving grace acted on our 
behalf so that we can now qualify through the blood of His Son.  By the new 
birth we are made members of the family of God and thus are qualified for 
the share of the inheritance of the saints in light. 
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Charles Gabriel said: 
 

In Lovingkindness Jesus Came 
 

In lovingkindness Jesus came 
My soul in mercy to reclaim, 
And from the depths of sin and shame 
Through grace He lifted me. 
 
From sinking sand He lifted me, 
With tender hand He lifted me, 
From shades of night to plains of light, 
O praise His Name, He lifted me! 

 
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/i/n/inloving.htm 
 
 
We are “QUALIFIED . . . FOR THE SHARE OF THE INHERITANCE.” 
 
 
Ephesians 1:14 (version unknown) 
 

The down payment of our inheritance is the Holy Spirit who comes to 
dwell within us when we come to know Christ as Saviour. 
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Romans 8:18 (NASB) 
 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

 
 
1 Peter 1:4 (version unknown) 
 

And he has reserved for his children the priceless gift of salvation.  It is 
kept in heaven for you pure and undefiled and beyond the reach of 
change and decay. 

 
 
These are “SAINTS [who are] IN THE LIGHT” and no longer in the kingdom 
of darkness. 
 
 

Jesus, I Come 
William T. Sleeper 

 
Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night, 
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 
Into Thy freedom, gladness, and light, 
Jesus, I come to Thee; 
Out of my sickness, into Thy health, 
Out of my want and into Thy wealth, 
Out of my sin and into Thyself, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 

 
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/o/u/outofmyb.htm 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
BEAUTIFUL BENEFITS 
Paul lists five benefits God gives all believers through Christ: 

1. He made us qualified to share in his inheritance. 
2. He rescued us from Satan’s dominion of darkness and made us his 

children. 
3. He brought us into his eternal kingdom. 
4. He redeemed us—bought our freedom from sin and judgment. 
5. He forgave us for all our sins. 

 
Thank God for what you have received in Christ. 

p. 160 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 Patience, perseverance, and joy should continually be accompanied by 
a thankful spirit. 
p. 49 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
Having thus been qualified by the gracious decree of God (note the aorist) we 
have been introduced into our inheritance which we share with the rest of the 
people of God, for the saints, or ‘the separated ones’, are now the Israel of 
God.  Just as each tribe entered into the portion of land allotted to them so 
we enter into the sphere of blessing among the people of God which has been 
granted to us. 
p. 39 
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Dunnam says: 
 
 With verse 9 Paul begins to share with his readers the prayer of 
intercession he has made for them.  Even in his praying he raises the 
question of identity.  He does so by offering thanks for who we are: “giving 
thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in the light” (v. 12). 
 The imagery here is powerful and suggestive.  The contrast between 
light and darkness, common with Paul and also with John, was more than 
figurative.  There is here a reference to the gnostic heresy with which Paul 
was dealing (see introduction), as well as the common belief that certain 
angelic beings had fallen or had been expelled from a higher world, and had 
created this material world in which they were in control.  This led to the 
gnostic view of the evil of that which is material, thus to the heresy of the 
non-humanity of Jesus. 
p. 333 
 
 
 
Dunnam says: 
 
We have already been removed from a world which is subject to evil forces 
into a realm in which Christ is King.  He is Lord, and He alone has ultimate 
authority over us.  With what confidence we may live if we appropriate this 
truth experientially.  No darkness can overcome us, no power can overwhelm 
us, no experience can completely devastate us.  Sin cannot hold sway in our 
lives.  We belong to Christ; His is the kingdom, the power and the glory.  We 
have been qualified to be “partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the 
light.” 
p. 334 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
. . . that ye may walk, fruit-bearing, growing, strengthened, and giving 
thanks.  And there is a beautiful sequence of thought.  The apostle prayed 
that they might walk in immediate spiritual fertility and growth; amidst 
difficulties, strengthened into patience with joy; and such joy is no romantic 
enthusiasm, for it is based upon experience, inasmuch as even during this 
imperfect and unsatisfactory state, they were warranted to thank Him who 
was qualifying them all the while for the heavenly inheritance. 
pp. 31-32 
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Fergusson says: 
 
 The apostle, in the second part of the chapter, being to propound a 
short sum of Christian doctrine, doth, by way of thanksgiving, make mention 
of God the Father his gracious work, whereby he maketh the elect fit to 
partake of heaven, the bright and glorious inheritance of the saints. 
p. 335 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
How else do we walk worthy?  By giving thanks, as verses 11, 12 say: 
“joyfully giving thanks to the Father.”  This is the summit of the prayer, and 
thanksgiving is diffused through all of it.  We cannot walk worthy of God 
without constantly giving joyous thanks, as the Greek principles here 
emphasizes. 
 Many years ago Northwestern University had a lifesaving team that 
assisted passengers on Lake Michigan boats.  On September 8, 1860, the 
Lady Elgin foundered near the campus, and a ministerial student named 
Edward Spencer personally rescued seventeen people.  The exposure from 
that episode permanently damaged his heath, and he was unable to continue 
preparation for the ministry.  Some years later when he died, it was noted 
that not one of the seventeen people he had saved ever came to thank him. 
p. 27 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
. . . the series of participles used is sufficient: the lot of the saints is to bear 
fruit and to grow in every good work by means of the knowledge of God, to do 
this as being empowered in all power for perseverance and longsuffering with 
joy, and while doing this to thank the Father for this lot and for the part of it 
for which he has fitted us.  The three participial statements with their 
modifiers are a whole, all take place in this life; there is no sudden turn so 
that the third which mentions thanksgiving looks up into heaven and our 
coming lot in the inheritance that is still awaiting the saints. 
p. 41 
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Lightfoot says: 
 
The inheritance of Canaan, the allotment of the promised land, here presents 
an analogy to, and supplies a metaphor for, the higher hopes of the new 
dispensation . . . 
p. 141 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Not only has God adopted us as His sons, but He has also qualified us 
to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.  Qualified is from hikanoō, a 
word used only here and in 2 Corinthians 3:6 in the New Testament.  It 
means “to make sufficient, to empower, to authorize, to make fit.”  We are not 
qualified through our own efforts.  God has qualified us through the finished 
work of Christ. 
p. 37 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
We have already been transferred from the domain of darkness into Christ’s 
kingdom (Col. 1:13).  We are already fellow heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:16-17).  
The full possession of that inheritance, however, is yet future.  Peter refers to 
it as “an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you” (1 Pet. 1:4).  It will be ours forever.  
Hebrews 9:15 depicts it as an eternal inheritance. 
p. 39 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
The Greek word means “to make sufficient,” “to empower,” or “to authorize.”  
God qualifies us only through the finished work of the Savior.  Apart from 
God’s grace through Jesus Christ, all people would be qualified only to 
receive His wrath. 
p. 1732 
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Melick says: 
 
The third characteristic of those who walk in the will of God is joyful 
thanksgiving. 
p. 205 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
Patience, longsuffering and joy should continually be accompanied by a 
thankful spirit. 
p. 188 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 THIS passage is a mine of riches.  I can anticipate the difficulty in 
preaching and the regret in concluding we shall experience this evening 
because we are not able to dig out all the gold which lies in this precious vein.  
We lack the power to grasp and the time to expatiate upon that volume of 
truths which is here condensed into a few short sentences. 
p. 568 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 When Paul speaks of an inheritance in which Christians are to share, 
he expects our hearts to beat faster in quickened elation and strong 
anticipation.  He reminds the Colossian Christians that they have been 
qualified to receive a great inheritance.  It is the inheritance which God 
would now bestow upon every man.  Once it was reserved for the chosen 
people of God—Israel.  Now it is open to the Gentiles whom God has 
“qualified” to share the inheritance of the saints in light. 
p. 63 
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Wuest says: 
 
By every enabling power being constantly strengthened in proportion to the 
manifested power of His glory resulting in every patience and forbearance 
with joy, constantly giving thanks to the Father who qualified you for the 
portion of the lot of the saints in the light. 
p. 179 
 
 
Before we can really give thanks with great joy, there first has to come: 
 

a BROKENNESS,  
 
a SURRENDER of pride, and  
 
the manifestation of HUMILITY. 

 
 
 
(Taking the High Ground: Military Moments With God by Colonel Jeff 

O’Leary) Colorado Springs, CO: Victor / Cook Communications 
Ministries. Copyright – Jeffrey O’Leary, 2001.  

 
Humility is a strange thing.  The minute 

you think you’ve got it, you’ve lost it. 
E. D. Hulse 

 
Do not consider yourself to have made any 

spiritual progress, unless you account 
yourself the least of all men. 

Thomas à Kempis 
 

Abraham Lincoln, 
His hand and pen, 

He will be good, 
But God knows when. 

Abraham Lincoln—as a child 
p. 179 
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(A Lifetime of Wisdom: Embracing the Way God Heals You by Joni 
Eareckson Tada)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Joni 
Eareckson Tada, 2009. 

 
 Shortly before he died, Steve wanted to record some of his thoughts in 
verse.  He entrusted the lines to a nurse friend.  Here are the last two 
stanzas, as he reflects on a tent that was falling apart and near collapse. 
 
  I went to Him on bended knees 
  Begging Him, “Oh Tentmaker please? 
  Restore this tent I thought would last, 
  This canvas house that went so fast.” 
 
  He looked at me through loving eyes 
  And merely pointed to the skies. 
  “Please don’t grieve over some old tent, 
  Old canvas walls that have been spent 
  For this mansion that’s been built by Me 
  Will last you for eternity.” 
 
 With that assurance, Steve gladly broke camp and moved on. 
p. 157 
 
 
 
(The Loveliness Of Christ: Extracts from the Letters of Samuel Rutherford 

selected by Ellen S. Lister) Carlisle, PA.: Banner of Truth Trust.  
Copyright – Banner of Truth, 2007. 

 
 Learn to believe Christ better than his strokes; himself and his 
promises better than his glooms . . . ‘For we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God’, ergo, shipwreck, losses, etc., work 
together for the good of them that love God: hence I infer, that losses, 
disappointments, ill tongues, loss of friends, houses, or country, are God’s 
workmen, set on work, to work out good to you, out of everything that 
befalleth you. 
pp. 57-58 
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(Choosing Gratitude: Your Journey to Joy by Nancy Leigh DeMoss with 
Lawrence Kimbrough)  Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright– Nancy Leigh 
DeMoss, 2009. 

 
Gratitude consists in a watchful, minute attention to the 

particulars of our state, and to the multitude of God’s gifts, 
taken one by one . . . And all our whole life is thereby . . .  

filled with a gladness, serenity, and peace which  
only thankful hearts can know. 

 
H. E. MANNING1 

 
1. Mary W. Tileston, Daily Strength for Daily Needs (New Kensington, PA: Whitaker 

House, 2003), January 18. 
p. 143 
 
 
 
(Between a Rock and a Grace Place: Divine Surprises in the Tight Spots of 

Life by Carol Kent)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Carol 
Kent, 2010. 

 
I found myself praying out loud, “Lord, I don’t understand this at all.  I hate 
it.”  I didn’t expect what came out of my mouth next: “But if it never changes, 
if I’m really crazy, if I stay sick, if no one ever understands, I will still praise 
you!” 
p. 33 
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I feel the need to stop in our exposition and take a little time to sing some 
verses of: 
 

I’m a Child of the King 
Hattie E. Buell 

 
My Father is rich in houses and lands, 
He holdeth the wealth of the world in His hand! 
Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and gold, 
His coffers are full, He has riches untold. 
 
My Father’s own Son, the Savior of men, 
Once wandered on earth as the poorest of them. 
But now He is pleading our pardon on high, 
That we may be His when He comes by and by. 
 
I once was an outcast stranger on earth, 
A sinner by choice, and an alien by birth; 
But I’ve been adopted, my name’s written down. 
An heir to a mansion, a robe and a crown. 
 
A tent or a cottage why should I care? 
They’re building a palace for me over there; 
Tho’ exiled from home, yet still I may sing: 
All glory to God, I’m a child of the King. 
 
Chorus 
I’m a child of the King, 
A child of the King: 
With Jesus my Savior 
I’m a child of the King. 

 
(source unknown) 
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My heart is overflowing with great joy and gratitude. 
 
 
Psalm 16:11 (NIV) 
 

You have made known to me the path of life; 
you will fill me with joy in your presence, 
with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 
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v.13  Who rescued us out of the domain of the darkness, and transferred us 
into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 13: 
 

He delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of the Son he loves,  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 13: 
 

God rescued us from dead-end alleys and dark dungeons.  He’s set us 
up in the kingdom of the Son he loves so much,  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
This light is the spiritual sphere to which believers have been transferred 
from the dominion of darkness . . . From this dominion . . . of darkness  
. . . believers have been rescued, delivered.  Through Christ they were 
brought from a rebel kingdom and placed under the sovereignty of their 
rightful King.  The sovereign Christ is here called the Son He loves . . .  
J. B. Lightfoot says this means the Son who embodies and manifests God’s 
love . . . But H.C.G. Moule says it signifies the Son who is “the blessed Object 
of the Father’s love . . . the supremely Beloved One” . . . This seems preferable 
. . . 
 
 
We are not only “qualified” by the Father, but we have been “RESCUED” by 
the Son. 
 
 
2 Samuel 22:17-18 (NIV) 
 

“He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of 
deep waters.  He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes, 
who were too strong for me.  
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I find myself singing that first verse of: 
 

Love Lifted Me 
James Rowe 

 
I was sinking deep in sin, far from the peaceful shore, 
Very deeply stained within, sinking to rise no more, 
But the Master of the sea, heard my despairing cry, 
From the waters lifted me, now safe am I. 

 
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/l/l/lliftdme.htm 
 
 
Acts 26:18 (NASB) 
 

to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and 
from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been 
sanctified by faith in Me.’   

 
 
In verses 12 & 13 we see the SECOND and THIRD items of Paul’s 
thanksgiving: 
 

2. “the Father . . . qualified [us] for the share of the inheritance of 
the saints in the light” and 

 
3. “WHO RESCUED US OUT OF THE DOMINION OF THE 

DARKNESS.”  
 
We were without hope, we were going down for the last time into the icy 
waters of death.  “But thanks be unto God the strong arm of our Saviour 
reached out and rescued us.” 
 
 
Galatians 1:4 (DAV) 
 

who gave himself in behalf of our sins so that He might rescue us out 
from this present evil age according to the will of our God and father. 
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The eternal destiny of those who’ve failed to respond to the rescue that has 
been provided by taking hold of the life-line that has been thrown will be 
outer darkness.  We have neither LIGHT nor SIGHT from God. 
 
 
In the darkness friend and foe, beauty and ugliness are all alike. 
 
 
How easy it is to through life like a butterfly flittering from flower to flower of 
pleasure and ease without any direction or purpose in life, sinning away the 
day of grace.  As a result, ending up in the darkness.   
 
 
Galatians 6:7 (KJV) 
 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap 

 
 
 
The songwriter says it well: 
  
The road to hell is paved with good intentions. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 
Thomas Guthrie tells the tale of the goblet which graphically illustrates the 
destiny of those who failed to be rescued from the domain of darkness.  The 
tale of the goblet, which the genius of a heathen fashioned was true, and 
taught a moral which many a deathbed furnishes the melancholy illustration.  
Having made the model of a serpent, he fixed it in the bottom of a cup coiled 
for the spring, a pair of gleaming eyes in its head.  And in its open mouth, 
fangs raised to strike.  It lays beneath the ruby red wine.  Nor did he who 
raised that golden cup to quench his thirst, and drink the delicious wine 
suspect what lay below, till as he reached the dregs, that dreadful head rose 
up and glistened before his eyes.  So when life’s cup is nearly emptied and 
sin’s last pleasure taken and unwilling lips are draining the bitter dregs shall 
rise the ghastly terrors of remorse, death and judgment upon the disparing 
soul.  Be assured a serpent lurks at the bottom of guilt’s sweetest pleasure. 
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Jesus Christ has gone into the darkness on Calvary’s cross and became sin 
for us.  We hear him cry:  
 

“My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” 
 
 
He has provided a rescue for us: 
 

“OUT OF THE DOMAIN OF DARKNESS.” 
 
 
Yes, accept the invitation.  Come to the light tis shining for thee.  Come 
where you see the issues of life clearly.  Don’t be tricked by the darkness. 
 
 
The next phrase says: 
 

“TRANSFERRED US INTO THE KINGDOM OF THE SON OF HIS 
LOVE.” 

 
 
Here is the THIRD item in the work of the Father for which he is giving 
thanks: 
 

1. He “qualified” us, 
 
2. He “rescued us,” and 
 
3. “[HE] TRANSFERRED US INTO THE KINGDOM OF THE 

SON OF HIS LOVE.” 
 
 
As He “TRANSFERRED” my sin upon Christ, so He “TRANSFERRED” me 
out of kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light. 
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Abbott says: 
 
From the prayer for their increase in knowledge, St. Paul goes on to give 
them positive instruction which will be a safeguard against the false teaching 
which threatens them.  They have already been translated from the kingdom 
of darkness to the kingdom of God’s beloved Son, and it is in Him only that 
they have redemption. 
p. 207 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
 1.  Paul thinks of the atonement in terms of God’s deliverance of man.  
“He [God] has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us 
to the kingdom of his beloved Son.” (Col. 1:13.)  Here even more vividly the 
New English Bible speaks of “the domain of darkness.” 
p. 72 
 
 
 
Fergusson says: 
 
 He explaineth how God doth make us meet, to wit, by drawing us out 
of that corrupt state of nature wherein we were detained as slaves, and 
translating us into the state of grace, called Christ’s kingdom, as Rom. xiv. 
17.  This he doth in our effectual calling. 
p. 335 
 
 
 
Fergusson says: 
 
 2.  Every man is kept in slavery under the power of sin and Satan, 
Eph. ii. 2, so long as he continueth in that his natural state; we are even 
under “the power of darkness.” 
p. 335 
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Hughes says: 
 
 The word for “brought” or “transferred” (NASB) is used in other places 
to describe a mighty king picking up a whole population and deporting it to 
another realm.  That has already been accomplished.  All believers have been 
sublimely deported into “the kingdom of the Son” which, at the 
Consummation, will be the eternal Kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 15:24).  
We are in the “kingdom of the Son he loves,” a Kingdom enveloped in love.  
For this reason we give joyous thanksgiving. 
p. 28 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
‘We were slaves in the land of darkness.  God rescued us from this thraldom.  
He transplanted us thence, and settled us as free colonists and citizens in the 
kingdom of His Son, in the realms of light.’ 
p. 141 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
. . . us across the border: who rescued us from the authority of the darkness, 
that dread usurping dominion to which we had surrendered ourselves in our 
fallen state, the dominion of the powers of the spiritual night, with its 
delusion, pollution, and death, and transferred us into the Kingdom of the 
Son of His love, this same blessed “lot of our inheritance,” this Canaan of 
grace, but now viewed as the Kingdom of the true David.  It is no land of 
licence miscalled liberty, but full of the holy order and subjection of obedient 
love, love to “the Son of the love of the Father,” the Son on whom eternally 
descends the ocean-stream of the infinite Affection, which comes on us . . . 
p. 51 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
Who delivered us out of the tyrannical rule of the darkness and transferred 
us into the kingdom of the Son of His love. 
p. 180 
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(Day by Day with the English Puritans compiled and edited by Randall J. 
Pederson)  Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson. Copyright– 
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 2004. 

 
Whereas, if a person knew what sin is, and saw at night what wrath he had 
treasured up all day, he would rather wonder why he was out of hell than 
murmur that he was in trouble. 
p. 36 
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RESCUED 
 

In the aftermath of Haiti’s devastating earthquake in January 2010, 
the scenes of destruction and death were often punctuated by someone being 
pulled alive from the rubble, even after all hope seemed gone.  Relief and 
tears of joy were followed by deep gratitude toward those who worked around 
the clock, often risking their own lives to give someone else another chance to 
live. 

How would you feel if it happened to you?  Have you ever been 
rescued? 

In Colossians 1, Paul wrote to people who had come to know Jesus 
Christ and whose lives showed evidence of their faith.  After assuring them of 
his prayers for them to know God’s will and to please Him, Paul used a 
powerful word picture to describe what God had done for them all: “He has 
delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of 
the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins” (vv.13-14). 

In Christ, we have been rescued!  He has taken us from danger to 
safety; from one power and destiny to another; from death to life. 

It’s worth pondering all that being rescued means to us, as we thank 
God for His grace and power. 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found;  
Was blind, but now I see. —Newton 

 
Those who’ve been rescued from sin 

are best able to help in the rescue of others. 
 
(From Our Daily Bread, Thursday, June 16, 2011) 
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(The Treasures of Fanny Crosby by Fanny Crosby)  Uhrichsville, OH: 
Barbour. Copyright– Barbour Publishing, Inc., 2003. 

 
O child of God, He loveth thee, 
and thou art all His own; 
With gentle hand He leadeth thee, 
thou dost not walk alone; 
And though thou watchest wearily 
the long and stormy night, 
Yet in the morning joy will come, 
and fill thy soul with light. 

p. 8 
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There are so many great old hymns that come to mind when you deal with 
great theological truth.  I would like to ask you to join me in singing the 
verses of: 
 

Jesus, I Come 
 

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, 
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of my sickness into Thy health, 
Out of my want and into Thy wealth, 
Out of my sin and into Thyself, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 
Out of my shameful failure and loss, 
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of earth’s sorrows into Thy balm, 
Out of life’s storm and into Thy calm, 
Out of distress to jubilant psalm, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 
Out of unrest and arrogant pride, 
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 
Into Thy blessed will to abide, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love, 
Out of despair into raptures above, 
Upward for aye on wings like a dove,  
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 
Out of the fear and dread of the tomb, 
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 
Into the joy and light of Thy home, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of the depths of ruin untold, 
Into the peace of Thy sheltered fold, 
Ever Thy glorious face to behold, 
Jesus, I come to Thee.  

 
(“Jesus, I Come” by William T. Sleeper, #464) 
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v.14  in whom we are having our redemption, the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 14: 
 

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 14: 
 

the Son who got us out of the pit we were in, got rid of the sins we were 
doomed to keep repeating. 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Through Christ, God’s “Loved One,” Christians have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.  The parallel passage (Eph. 1:7) adds “through His blood” 
. . . “Redemption” . . . means “to rescue by ransom” . . . and “forgiveness” . . . 
means “remission” by the Redeemer.  This emancipation is enjoyed only 
because of the tremendous cost Christ paid on the cross . . . 
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The only way the Father could qualify us, rescue us, and transfer us is by the 
death of His own Son.  We were purchased by the “REDEMPTION” payment 
of the blood of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
He mentions TWO THINGS here in verse 14 about the work of His Son: 
 

1. “OUR REDEMPTION” and 
 

2. “THE FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS.” 
 
 
There was only one way for the children of Israel to be free from the 
domination of Egypt, and that was through the BLOOD OF THE LAMB 
sprinkled on the doorpost. 
 
 
So likewise for us, there is only one way to freedom and to “FORGIVENESS.”  
It is by the purchase price of the blood of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Psalm 49:7-8 (NASB) 
 

No man can by any means redeem his brother  
Or give to God a ransom for him— 

For the redemption of his soul is costly,  
And he should cease trying forever— 

 
 
The second item here in the work of the Saviour is “THE FORGIVENESS OF 
OUR SINS.” 
 
 
Because He paid the price of His own blood upon Calvary, God the Father is 
now in the position of forgiving our sins—our sins past, present, and future—
when we come to faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
God’s justice is fully satisfied by the death of Christ upon the cross. 
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Barclay says: 
 
Paul sees the work of Christ in terms of redemption.  This is an idea that is 
common in the New Testament.  “The Son of man . . . came . . . to give his life 
as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45.)  “You were ransomed from the futile 
ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or 
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
blemish or spot.” (I Peter 1:18-19.)  So Paul speaks of the Son, “in whom we 
have redemption” (Col. 1:14).  To put it at its simplest, redemption is 
liberation at a cost.  It so happens that this was an idea that would be real 
and meaningful and vivid to both Jews and Greeks. 
 The greatest event in the whole history of Israel was God’s redemption 
of his people when they were slaves in Egypt.  This was the event that was 
stamped and imprinted on the memory of the nation; this was the event that 
had brought them into a special and unique relationship with God, for in it 
God had acted for them as he had acted for no other people.  This was the 
event that they were forbidden ever to forget. 
p. 75 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
 4.  Paul thought of the work of Jesus Christ in terms of forgiveness.  
He speaks of the Son “in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” 
(Col. 1:14).  He speaks of God canceling the bond that was against us and 
nailing it to the cross (ch. 2:14). 
p. 77 
 
 
 
Fergusson says: 
 
 He explaineth further how we are meet for heaven, and delivered from 
the power of darkness, to wit, by our redemption in Christ from sin, Satan, 
and wrath, by virtue of a price paid by the Mediator to the Father’s justice, 
even his blood, which redemption he explaineth from its principal part, 
remission of sins in justification: for redemption is not here taken for the 
laying down of the price by Christ, as Luke ii. 38, but for the fruits flowing 
from it, not for that complete redemption and freedom from sin and misery 
which the godly shall enjoy at the last day, Rom. viii. 23, Eph. iv. 30, but for 
that measure of freedom which believers do enjoy here by faith, so that 
remission of sins is a principal part of it. 
p. 336 
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Fergusson says: 
 
 9.  When this ransom is laid hold upon by faith, and we thereby 
ingrafted in him, the guilt of sin is freely remitted, and we completely 
pardoned; so, believing in him, “we have forgiveness of sins.” 
p. 336 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
 Let me recapitulate, as I close: 
 He hath made us meet for the inheritance of the saints in light. 
 He hath delivered us from the authority of darkness. 
 He hath translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love. 
 We have redemption through His blood. 
 Blessed certainties these that tell in unmistakable terms of our eternal 
security if once in Christ! 
p. 40 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
The thought is not yet complete; to the Father’s making us fit, rescuing, and 
transferring us there is now added what has been bestowed upon us sinners 
to make us fit for the kingdom of the Son: “in connection with whom (faith 
making this connection) we have the ransoming, the forgiveness of the sins” 
which once held us bound under the authority of the darkness.  In Eph. 1:7 
this same statement about what we have in Christ follows his great name, 
“the Beloved One.”  
p. 43 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #2 – Colossians 1 9-14.doc 

125 

Lovett says: 
 
 REDEEMED.  A ransom price is implied in that word.  In the ancient 
past Satan agreed on the death of Christ as the price he’d take for us.  God 
alludes to it in Genesis 3:15.  Satan thought that killing Jesus Christ would 
deprive us of our Saviour and we’d still be his.  However, it was concealed 
from him that Jesus’ death was also the very means of our rescue (1 Cor. 2:8).  
Recall that Satan was not allowed to kill Jesus until the appointed time.  
Jesus’ life of obedience was needed first in order to produce our righteous 
natures, just as His death was needed to satisfy the wages of our sin.  Since 
we receive both the “life” and the “death” of Christ, Paul argues that our 
salvation is the finished work of Jesus alone.  No other agents could be 
involved as the false teachers were alleging. 
p. 169 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
 Paul has given thanks for five wonderful truths.  If we are trusting 
Christ, God has made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light.  He has delivered us from the power of darkness and has translated 
us into the kingdom of His dear Son.  God has redeemed us through Christ 
and has forgiven us our sins through His blood.  Yet there are a great many 
Christian people today who pray for all five of these things.  My believing 
friend, they are yours.  Why don’t you thank Him for them? 
p. 338 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
Because we have been introduced into this new realm, we enjoy here and now 
the benefits won for us by its ruler.  In Him we have our redemption, the 
remission of our sins—in Him, because it is only as those who share the risen 
life of Christ that we have made effective in us what He has done for us.  The 
redemption which is ours in Him is something that He has procured for us; it 
implies that our former existence was one of bondage from which we required 
to be ransomed. 
p. 190 
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Wuest says: 
 
In whom we are having our liberation, procured by the payment of ransom, 
the putting away of our sins. 
p. 181 
 
 
 
(The Purpose of Christmas by Rick Warren)  New York, NY: Simon & 

Schuster. Copyright– Rick Warren, 2008. 
 
 But God is not mad at you.  He is mad about you!  Jesus said, “God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world.”16  If you study the life of Jesus, you’ll quickly see that when you make 
a mistake, Jesus doesn’t rub it in.  He rubs it out.  He came to erase all your 
sins, mistakes, failures, and regrets.  That’s why the first statement the angel 
made to the shepherds was “Do not be afraid!”  Jesus came to save us, not to 
scare us!  It’s a reason to celebrate. 
 
16.  John 3:17 NLT 
pp. 32-33 
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(Take My Heart, O God by Sarah Young) 
 
I found it harder to forgive the treachery of the smiling friend who betrayed 
me to the stake than to forgive the men who lit the fire. 

—ELIZABETH GOUDGE 
 

AT HIS FEET 
 
Betrayal is painful.  A friend turns on you.  A husband strays.  A trusted 
mentor fails.  Such hurt squeezes our heart like an iron fist and refuses to let 
go.  Like Elizabeth Goudge, we would prefer to know of a person’s hatred and 
deal with it than to have someone we trust turn on us. 
 
As Jesus shared the Passover meal with his disciples, he was aware of the 
betrayal that was ready to explode in the heart of his friend Judas.  Yet Jesus 
washed his disciples’ feet—including those of Judas.  From this position of 
humility and service, Jesus looked into the eyes of his friend as he washed 
and dried his betrayer’s feet. 
 
As always, Jesus is our example.  He fully understands your hurt, for he has 
been there.  Bring your pain to him and ask him to show you today how to 
honor him through this painful time. 
(April 21) 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C. 
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
As the pendulum of yonder clock continues unceasingly to beat like the heart 
of time, as morning dawn gives place to evening shade, and the seasons 
follow in constant cycle, we are drifted along the river of time nearer the 
ocean of eternity. 896.581 
p. 146 
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(The Best of A. W. Tozer: Book 2 compiled by Warren W. Wiersbe)  Camp 
Hill, PA: Wing Spread Publishers. Copyright– Zur Ltd., 1980, 2000. 

 
 Every soul belongs to God and exists by His pleasure.  God being who 
and what He is, and we being who and what we are, the only thinkable 
relation between us is one of the full lordship in His part and complete 
submission to ours.  We owe Him every honor that it is in our power to give 
Him.  Our everlasting grief lies in giving Him anything less. 
p. 105 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
 
LESSON #1:  The will, walk, and work of Christ will become the dominant 

concern in stage #2 of our spiritual development. 
 
 
LESSON #2:  Praying for new believers should encompass these three things: 

the will, the walk, and the work of this new Christian. 
 
 
LESSON #3:  Paul is praying for five things for these believers in Colosse.  

He is praying about God’s plan, God’s purpose, God’s pleasure, God’s 
product, and God’s power. 

 
 
LESSON #4:  How much better we can cooperate with God when we 

understanding His way of doing things. 
 
 
LESSON #5:  It is vital to be filled with the knowledge of His will because our 

thoughts are not His thoughts and our ways are not His ways. 
 
 
LESSON #6:  To live or to walk worthy of the Lord, it is going to be necessary 

for us to be daily in His Word where we will find the definition of the 
worthy walk. 

 
 
LESSON #7:  The more we know Him the more we will love Him.  The more 

we love Him the more we will want to please Him. 
 
 
LESSON #8:  We are making progress towards spiritual maturity when in 

every good work we are bearing fruit and increasing in the knowledge 
of God. 
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LESSON #9:  Are we making the mistake of trying to work FOR Him when 
He wants to work IN us? 

 
 
LESSON #10:  As a believer we are equipped with all power according to His 

glorious strength for the purpose of perseverance and steadfastness 
with joy. 

 
 
LESSON #11:  Paul is giving thanks to the Father for the fact that He 

qualified us for the share of the inheritance of the saints in the light.  
We certainly could not qualify ourselves. 

 
 
LESSON #12:  He not only qualified us, but He also rescued us out of the 

domain of darkness and then He transferred us into the kingdom of the 
Son of His love. 

 
 
LESSON #13:  Because he qualified, rescued and transferred us, we are now 

in the position of having redemption and also the forgiveness of sins. 
 
 
LESSON #14:  The only way the Father could qualify us, rescue us, and 

transfer us is by the death of His own Son.  
 
 
LESSON #15:  Salvation is all God’s doing. 
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We have been considering together Stage #2—the: 
 

WILL, 
 

WALK, and 
 

WORK OF CHRIST. 
 
 
You have learned of the responsibility of knowing God’s will, walking as He 
would have you walk—worthy of the Lord—and to allowing Him to perform 
His work through you “bearing fruit and increasing in the knowledge of God.” 
 
 
The QUESTION comes to each of us: 
 

Are we willing to be submissive and obedient in this area of our lives? 
 
 
Jesus says in the SERMON ON THE MOUNT: 
 
Matthew 7:13-14 (Phillips) 
 

Go in by the narrow gate.  For the wide gate has a broad road which 
leads to disaster and there are many people going that way.  The 
narrow gate and the hard road lead out into life and only a few are 
finding it. 
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BILL MCCHESNEY went to the Congo a few days prior to the nation’s 
independence in1 960.  He was killed at Wamba by rebel soldiers on 
November 24, 1964.  This poem was written in 1959, giving us his motive for 
going to a people for whom he would soon lay down his own life. 
 

My Choice 
 

I want my breakfast served at eight, 
With ham and eggs upon the plate. 
A well-broiled steak I’ll eat at one, 
And dine again when day is done. 
 
I want an ultramodern home, 
And in each room a telephone. 
Soft carpets, too, upon the floors, 
And pretty drapes to grace the doors. 
 
A cozy place of lovely things, 
Like easy chairs with innersprings, 
And then I’ll get a small TV—  
Of course, “I’m careful what I see.” 
 
I want my wardrobe, too, to be 
Of neatest, finest quality, 
With latest styles in suit and vest: 
Why shouldn’t Christians have the best? 
 
But then the Master I can hear 
In no uncertain voice, so clear: 
“I bid you come and follow Me, 
The lowly Man of Galilee.” 
 
“Birds of the air have made their nest, 
And foxes in their holes find rest, 
But I can offer you no bed; 
No place have I to lay My head.” 
 
In shame I hung my head and cried. 
How could I spurn the Crucified? 
Could I forget the way He went, 
The sleepless nights in prayer He spent? 
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For forty days without a bite, 
Alone He fasted day and night; 
Despised, rejected–On He went, 
And did not stop till veil He rent. 
 
A man of sorrows and of grief, 
No earthly friend to bring relief; 
“Smitten of God,” the prophet said—  
Mocked, beaten, bruised, His blood ran red. 
 
If He be God, and died for me, 
No sacrifice too great can be. 
For me, a mortal man, to make; 
I’ll do it all for Jesus sake. 
 
Yes, I will tread the path He trod, 
No other way will please my God; 
So, henceforth, this my choice shall be, 
My choice for all eternity. 
 

(Bill McChesney, Missionary to the Congo.  Martyred on November 1964.  
Found on various websites) 
 
 
Isaiah 30:21 (KJV) 
 

And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, 
walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the 
left. 
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Hughes says: 
 
 Why not covenant to pray for both the knowledge and conduct of your 
fellow-believers.  A church which is growing in the knowledge of Christ and 
his will, and is walking worthy of him, will do great things.  Let us commit 
ourselves to sensitive, fervent intercession for our brothers and sisters. 
p. 28 
 
 
 
(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson)  

San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright– Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

 
Return me, gracious Christ, to the basic realties of life that are conspicuous 
in children, but obscure and unattended in adulthood: an eagerness to 
believe, a readiness to receive, a willingness to love and be loved.  Amen. 
p. 155 
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