COLOSSIANS: How Christians Grow
“Christ Is All and in All”
Study #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3
MATURING IN CHRIST
Key Verse: Colossians 1:28
Whom we are proclaiming, admonishing every man and teaching every
man in all wisdom, in order that we may present every man mature in
Christ.
TEXT:
v.21 And you who were at one time estranged and hostile in attitude, evil in
your deeds,
v.22 but now He reconciled in the body of His flesh through His death, in
order that He might present you holy and without blemish and blameless
before Him [on the day of Judgment]—
v.23 if indeed you are continuing in the faith, having been founded and
steadfast, and without shifting from the hope of the gospel which you heard,
that gospel which was proclaimed in all creation which is under heaven, of
which I, Paul, became a minister.
v.24 Now I am rejoicing in my sufferings on your behalf, and I am filling up
the things lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for the sake of His
body, which is the church.
v.25 Of which I became a servant according to the stewardship of God which
was given to me for you to fulfill the word of God,
v.26 the mystery which has been hidden from the ages and from the
generations; but now made known to His saints,
v.27 to whom God desired to make known what is the wealth of the glory of
this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
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A Practical Study of

v.28 Whom we are proclaiming, admonishing every man and teaching every
man in all wisdom, in order that we may present every man mature in
Christ.
v.29 For which also I am toiling, striving according to (controlled by) His
energy, which energy is operating in me in power.
2:v.1 For I am desiring you to know how great a struggle I am having in your
behalf and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in the
flesh,
v. 2 in order that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together
in love, and resulting in all wealth of the full assurance such as
understanding brings, resulting in a thorough knowledge of the mystery of
God,
v. 3 Christ, in whom are all the hidden treasures of the wisdom and
knowledge.
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INTRODUCTION:

(Lookin’ At Life by Joe Kreger) St. Louis, MO: Doane Agricultural Services.
Copyright – Joe Kreger, 1997, second printing 2000.
A People Living Free
A PRAYER FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY
I pause to thank you Lord
for what my country means to me.
We abound in Your great blessings.
We’re a people living free.
Thank you for our founding fathers
who would bow on bended knee
to just one King, a carpenter,
who walked the hills of Galilee.
We’ve been a favored nation
dwelling in a favored land,
gifted with prosperity,
protected by Your hand.
You have raised up patriots
who paid our freedom’s price,
men and women in war and peace,
who would make the sacrifice.
Forgive us our trespasses
when we seek pleasures of this earth.
Revive in us the spirit
that gave our nation birth.
Convict our collective conscience
when we let selfishness erase
respect for all our people,
regardless of creed or race.
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As we celebrate together
on this Independence Day,
give us strength for action,
not just for words we say.

And, until Your Son comes back again,
we ask your help to be
guardians of our legacy,
a people living free.
pp. 130-31
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Family Circus
“If you are not too good at being a butterfly, they make you a moth.”
(source unknown)

Grandma:

“The older you get the better you get!”

Kid:
“Not if you’re a banana!”
(source unknown)

(Cowgirl Poetry: One Hundred Years of Ridin’ and Rhymin’ edited by Virginia
Bennett) Salt Lake City, UT: Gibbs-Smith. Copyright – Virginia
Bennett, 2001.
FOR FRED

Kay Shean
Charleston, Utah – 1997

p. 135

For some, romance’s path is in a look.
And others long to savor soft caresses,
Or search the pages of a Bradford book
To read of heroes bold with flowing tresses.
for some a walk along the beach will do,
While holding hands inhaling salty breezes.
“a loaf of bread, a jug of wine and you,”
Is quoted often as the thing that pleases.
Romance for me will take another bend,
Although I don’t reject the former pleasure.
The High Sierras at the summer’s end
With cows, and dust and cold beyond all measure.
The most romantic thing I ever do
Is going on the cattle drive with you.
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The Truck Driver’s Prayer
Before I start on the long, long road,
While the motor is warming slowly
And the Boss is checking the load.
I want to bow my head, Dear Lord,
And have this talk with Thee.
I want You as my Co-Pilot to ride along with me.
The night is dark and the road is long,
And, the order is “Pull it Fast”
So, I must make four hundred miles before the
Night is past.
Be with me every minute and a constant vigil keep,
When the curves are so deceptive and the hills
Are long and steep.
When my eyes would close in slumber,
“Sleep of Death,” I’ve heard ‘em say
Help me, Lord, to keep on driving on my side of the
Highway.
Let me, Lord, in times of danger, when the tires
Squawk and squeal,
Feel Thy presence ever near me and Thy hand upon
The wheel.
May I have Your eyes to guide me, Your steady foot
Upon the brake.
This I pray, in humble spirit, and, I ask for Jesus’ sake.
Amen.
(source unknown)
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(Abba’s Child: The Cry of the Heart for Intimate Belonging by Brennan
Manning) Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. Copyright - Brennan
Manning, 1994.
The story is told of a man who went to the priest and said, “Father,
I want you to say a Mass for my dog.”
The priest was indignant. “What do you mean, say a Mass for your
dog?”
“It’s my pet dog,” said the man. “I loved that dog and I’d like you to
offer a Mass for him.”
“We don’t offer Masses for dogs here,” the priest said. “You might try
the denomination down the street. Ask them if they have a service for you.”
As the man was leaving, he said to the priest, “I really loved that dog.
I was planning to offer a million-dollar stipend for the Mass.”
And the priest said, “Wait a minute. You never told me your dog was
Catholic.”
p. 94

(Charity: A Collection of Poems by Gail T. Burton by Gail T. Burton) Benton,
AR: Gail T. Burton. Copyright - Gail T. Burton, 1997.
A FRIEND

p. 40

Tho’ paths of life begin and end
or climb an endless stair
A friend will always understand,
and share the load you bear.
And tho’ the complex toil of life
exceeds the human thought,
And logic fails to comprehend
the problems life has brought
A friend will stand forever firm
and by his stand declare,
“I may not understand at all,
but friend, I truly care.”
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We have been looking together in our study of Colossians at the stages in
one’s relationship with Jesus Christ:
Stage #1:

Christ Changed My Life (1:1-8)

Stage #2:

The Will, Walk, and Work of Christ (1:9-14)

Then through the magnificent display of the Person of Christ, we noted:
Stage #3:

Christ in First Place (1:15-20)

It is the intention of the Father that Christ have first place in my life.
We are calling this stage:
Stage #4:

Maturing in Christ (1:21-2:3)

Or GROWING UP IN HIM.
It is said of Jesus Christ in:
Luke 2:52 (NASB)
And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and men.
As a direct result of DISCIPLINE in our lives, we begin to move toward the
goal of the Apostle Paul, that we might know Christ and experience the
mighty power that brought him back to life again, and find out what it means
to suffer and to die with Him.

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

11

Philippians 2:12 (NASB)
So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your
salvation with fear and trembling;
Philippians 3:10 (NASB)
that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

Barclay says:
2. Paul thinks of the work of Christ in terms of reconciliation to God.
In Christ it was God’s aim to reconcile all things to himself (ch. 1:20). Men
who were once estranged from God, and whose minds were hostile to God, are
reconciled to him (ch. 1:21-22). Paul describes this as “making peace.” For
the Jew the meaning of the word “peace” was “right relationships”; and this
means that through the life and the death of Jesus we are enabled to come
into a right relationship with God.
p. 73-74

Baxter says:
In the first of these three statements the fulness “dwells” in Him; in
the second it is “hidden” in Him; in the third it abides in Him “bodily.” In the
first it “dwells”—in Him as the qualification for all-sufficient Saviourhood. In
the second it is “hidden” in Him that we may have the intellectual pleasure of
ever-growing search and new discovery. In the third it resides in Him
“bodily” that it may come to us spiritually through the Divine-human love
and Spirit of One whom we can see and know and trust and love and lay hold
of as JESUS.
p. 207
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Baxter says:
That is the one, straight, final reply which was needed. If He is the
very fulness of the Godhead bodily, then nothing can be added to Him; and if
the believer is “in Him,” what can be added which the believer does not
already possess in Him?
p. 207

Gaebelein says:
Verses 19-29. His great work of redemption and the ministry
connected with it is the theme of the remaining verses of this chapter. “For it
pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell.” It is to be noticed
that the words “the Father” are supplied. If a word is to be used it must be
the word “Godhead.” (See chapter ii:9). But there is no need to do that. The
correct rendering of the verse is “In Him all the fullness was pleased to
dwell,” and that is the fullness of the Godhead. It is a blessed and deep truth
that the whole Godhead manifested itself in Him for the great purpose of
redemption. The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit dwelled in all fullness
in the blessed One who walked among men.
p. 55

C. Henry says:

3.

Reconciliation (1:20-23)

One effect of sin is to make men the enemies of God. Retrieving this
situation is one aspect of the work of Christ. So Paul speaks of Him as
“making peace,” and as reconciling everything to God. He does not say
merely “all men” but “all things,” and specifically includes everything in
heaven as well as on earth. This statement cannot be fully understood here
and now, but at least we can say that Christ’s atoning work has effects far
beyond our imaginings, so that nothing at all remains unaffected by it.
Notice that Paul stresses the place of the death of Christ. Reconciliation is
effected not by good works, nor by knowledge, but by the death of the
Mediator.
p. 325

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

13

MacArthur says:
The word reconcile is one of the most significant and descriptive terms
in all of Scripture. It is one of the five key words used in the New Testament
to describe the richness of salvation in Christ, along with justification,
redemption, forgiveness, and adoption.
p. 55

Pickell says:
It is well to speak of the supremacy of Christ in the universe and in the
church, but in the last analysis He will not be honored in the universe or the
church until His supremacy is acknowledged and experienced in the life of
the individual believer. So Paul becomes intensely personal as he writes
further of the transformation made possible by Christ.
p. 38

Wuest says:
Commenting on this verse, Lightfoot says; “The false teachers aimed at
effecting a partial reconciliation between God and man through the
interposition of angelic mediators. The apostle speaks of an absolute and
complete reconciliation of universal nature to God, effected through the
mediation of the Incarnate Word. Their mediators were ineffective, because
they were neither human nor divine. It was necessary that in Him all the
plenitude of the Godhead should well. It was necessary also that He should
be born into the world and should suffer for man.”
p. 187
Let’s now dig into Colossians 1:21-2:3, focusing our attention on our
KEY VERSE:
Colossians 1:28.
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v.21 And you who were at one time estranged and hostile in attitude, evil in
your deeds,

The NET Bible titles this section of Colossians:
Paul’s Goal in Ministry

The NET Bible translates verse 21:
And you were at one time strangers and enemies in your minds as
expressed through your evil deeds,

Peterson paraphrases verse 21:
You yourselves are a case study of what he does. At one time you all
had your backs turned to God, thinking rebellious thoughts of him,
giving him trouble every chance you got.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these next three verses:
Reconciliation by Christ (1:21-23).

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says about verse 21:
Having struck the note of reconciliation as the seventh characteristic of the
exalted Christ, Paul then developed that theme. Reconciliation is necessary
because people are alienated (“cut off, estranged”) from life and God . . .
Before conversion the Colossian believers also were enemies or hostile to God
in their minds as well as in their behavior, internally and externally. Sin
begins in the heart . . . and manifests itself in overt deeds . . . (“In the sphere
of your evil deeds” is better than NIV’s because of your evil behavior. People
are not inwardly hostile vs. God because of their outward acts of sins; they
commit sins because they are inwardly hostile.)
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The Apostle Paul turns now from the subject of the SAVIOUR to US.
In this verse he has THREE THINGS to say about us before coming to know
Christ:
1.

The first description is in the phrase “WHO WERE AT ONE
TIME ESTRANGED.” It is not then God was estranged from us,
but that we are the ones who are estranged. It is the MIND OF
MAN not the mind of God which must undergo a change that a
reunion may be affected. We are the ones who want to go it
alone. We are the ones that are proud and selfish.

Ephesians 2:12-13 (version unknown)
Remember that in those days, you were living utterly apart from
Christ, you were enemies of God’s children, and he had promised you
no help. You were without God, without hope, but now you belong to
Christ Jesus; and though you were once far away from God, now you’ve
been brought very near to him because of what Jesus Christ has done
for you with his blood.
There was a time when you kept your distance, when you had no love for God
at all. Your reconciliation to God has not only brought peace, but it’s changed
all that. It’s brought us close to Him.

Catesby Paget said:
Near, so very near to God,
Nearer I cannot be;
For in the person of his Son
I am as near as he.
(source unknown)
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2.

The second description of our lives before Christ came in is that we
were “HOSTILE IN ATTITUDE.” We were opposed to God and our
attitude was one of unfriendliness. We were carrying a chip on our
shoulders as far as God was concerned.

3.

The third description is “EVIL IN YOUR DEEDS.” A hostile attitude
will express itself in evil deeds.

What a contrast this is to:
Colossians 1:10 (DAV)
to live (walk) worthy of the Lord, to please Him in everything, in every
good work, bearing fruit and increasing in the knowledge of God;
Who can grasp the marvelous work of grace in a human heart when Christ
comes to have first place in that life?
In these first TWO VERSES of our study, we are going to see life from the
perspective of the COLOSSIAN SAINTS.
Referring to their:
PAST,
PRESENT, and
FUTURE.
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Referring to the PAST in verse 21 he says THREE THINGS about them:
1.

“YOU WERE AT ONE TIME ESTRANGED,”

2.

“HOSTILE IN ATTITUDE,” and

3.

“EVIL IN YOUR DEEDS.”

Abbott says:
21-23. The Colossians are reminded that this reconciliation applies to
them also, and that the object in view is that they may be blameless in the
sight of God. But this depends on their holding fast by the truth which they
have been taught.

p. 224

Anders says:
This concept of reconciliation is not just a universal theory; it is a personal
truth. Jesus’ death allows God’s enemy to become God’s friend. Before the
miracle of reconciliation, the Colossians, and all unbelievers, were at odds
with God. We were alienated, that is we were separated, estranged. We
were alone, an outsider, exiled, shut out, cut off, locked out. Ephesians 2:1112 gives us another sad perspective on our estranged position before
reconciliation.
Paul then tells us we were once God’s enemies in two ways. First, we
were enemies in [our] minds. Our thoughts and our attitudes were hostile to
God. Before we trusted Christ, our entire way of thinking was contrary to
God’s. For us, and for those who have yet to be reconciled, the problem was
and is simple. We refused to accept God’s evaluation of us as being sinners.
We would also not accept God’s remedy for the situation—dependance on
Christ.
Second, we were enemies in [our deeds], because of [our] evil behavior.
It’s not just that we thought wrong; we also acted wrong. Despite our active
opposition to God, he reconciled us through the death of Jesus. Jesus died for
a race of rebels to offer them a chance to become his allies.
p. 284
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Barker & Kohlenberger say:
21 Verse 20 has presented the general aspect of the reconciling work of
Christ; vv. 21-23 show how this applies personally and specifically to the
Colossians. Prior to their conversion to Christianity they had been
“alienated” or estranged from God and were “enemies” (GK 2398) in their
minds. The latter word affirms the Colossians’ hostility to God. This
hostility, Paul explains, affected their “minds” (i.e., their thoughts and
disposition) and was outwardly expressed in their wicked deeds.
p. 822

Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say:
Paul gave the reason why we need reconciliation. The believers in Colosse
had, at one time, been alienated (separated, estranged) from God and they
were his enemies. Their thoughts and behaviors had revealed, not apathy or
ignorance, but hostility toward God because of sin. They were strangers to
God’s way of thinking. Wrong thinking leads to sin, which further perverts
and destroys thoughts about him. When people are out of harmony with God,
their natural condition is to be totally hostile to his standards.
p. 169

Calvin says:
The general doctrine which he had set forth he now applies particularly to
them, that they may feel that they are guilty of very great ingratitude, if they
allow themselves to be drawn away from Christ to new inventions. And this
arrangement must be carefully observed, because the particular application
of a doctrine, so to speak, affects the mind more powerfully.
p. 157
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Carson says:
As always with Paul there is an intensely personal application of these great
truths. He has written of God’s far-ranging plan of reconciliation; and now he
applies it directly to his readers. They may know what is involved in
reconciliation when they turn to their own lives, and consider what they
were, and what they have become. Formerly, before their experience of the
grace of God, they were estranged from God and were, indeed, hostile to Him.
This estrangement was not something external, but affected their inmost
being. It was their mind with its sinful self-centred attitude which was the
source of this rebellion against God and which had left them in the tragic
position of being spiritual outcasts. This inner attitude of rebellion had
shown itself in wicked deeds, deeds which savoured of the evil one and so
were displeasing to God. But by the grace of God the great change has taken
place. They have been reconciled.
p. 47

Dunnam says:
The big word in verses 20 and 21 is “reconciled.” We participate in the
new creation by reconciliation. Before we consider the meaning and richness
of that word, there are some implicit truths in this passage that need to be
explicitly stated.
p. 349

Dunnam says:
Martin Luther insisted that persons must confront their own
sinfulness in all its ravaging depths before they can enjoy the comforts of
salvation. There is truth in this. Though we need not be astringently sinconscious, we must always remember who we are: forgiven sinners.
p. 349

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

20

Fergusson says:
2. As those who are at peace with God, were once in as desperate an
estate as others, so it concerneth them who are delivered from that state, and
would have the sense of that mercy kept still lively and fresh, and not be
puffed up with their present good condition, despising others, to be frequently
minding that woful case wherein they were when first free grace did lay hold
upon them; so Paul to commend this peace-making mercy in God, doth mind
them “they were sometimes alienated, and enemies in their mind.”
p. 339

Garland says:
The word “alienated” (1:21) implies isolation, loneliness, and a deep
sense of not belonging. The phrase “from God” is not in the Greek text but
fits a Jewish perspective that all Gentiles by definition lived apart from the
one true God. It clarifies the heart of the problem besetting all humans (see
Eph. 4:18). Humans have worshiped false gods and have become enslaved to
sin so that the ways of the true God seem alien. Being “enemies in your
minds” (cf. Rom. 5:10; 8:17) does not limit the hostility only to the intellectual
aspect of our lives. When we are out of relationship with God, it mars our
entire life. Thoughts and behavior are intertwined. Chronic sinful behavior
twists the mind so that it becomes even more at enmity with God, and the
twisted mind hurtles us into ever greater depravity. The depraved mind then
commands evil behavior as good or natural or as an alternative lifestyle. It
produces and condones fear and suspicion of others and an urge to hurt and
destroy them. Those who become enemies of God become Sin’s lackeys, and
sin inflicts only ruin on them as their lives spiral out of control.
p. 96

Gromacki says:
As representative of all the redeemed, the Colossian believers are reminded
by the apostle to contemplate the spiritual work of God in its triple
perspective: past, present, and future.
p. 75
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Gromacki says:

Third, the Colossians were “enemies” (echthrous). It is one thing to be
estranged from someone; it is another thing to act in a hostile manner toward
that one. The Colossians actively opposed God and willfully broke His moral
law. Christ told the disciples to love their enemies, and Christ demonstrated
that charge by dying for His enemies (Matt. 5:44; Rom. 5:10).
p. 75

Gromacki says:
. . . the mental enmity manifests itself “by wicked works.” Thoughts and
actions go together. With a reprobate mind, people “do those things which
are not convenient” (Rom. 1:28). They are candidly “haters of God” (Rom.
1:30).
p. 76

Hendriksen says:
With joy of heart the apostle now testifies that the Colossians, too, had
become recipients of this marvelous gift of reconciliation, a reconciliation
which for men whose hearts receive Christ has a far more beautiful and
intimate meaning than it has for the world in general. Paul reminds the
Colossians of the great change that had occurred in their lives, in order that
this reminder may cause them to dread the very suggestion of returning to
their former manner of life (cf. Col. 3:7). Meaning: “You were separate from
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of the promise, having no hope and without God in the world . . .
far off . . . darkened in understanding, alienated from the life of God” (Eph.
2:12, 13; 4:18). This state of estrangement, moreover, was not due simply to
ignorance or innocence. There are no innocent heathen! On the contrary,
they were estranged and hostile in disposition. If was their own fault that
they had been and had remained for a long time “far off,” for they had
actually hated God; . . .
p. 83

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

22

Hughes says:
God’s purpose rises from mankind’s miserable condition. In the
original, “alienated” was an unusually powerful word which indicated a
persistent and permanent condition. This continuous alienation from God
expressed itself in a mind that was hostile to him and eventuated in evil
deeds. This is the way all people are without Christ, but humanity doesn’t
like to hear it.
pp. 38-39

Lenski says:
The Colossians are to think of their terrible situation “at one time” so
that they may fully realize the vast extent and the power of the reconciliation
which reached to the eternal hope in heaven. Nothing is left that might be
added to the God-man’s work.
p. 68

Lenski says:
They were at one time enemies with the whole moral bent of their mind and
thus in connection with the deeds, and the second article emphasizes these
deeds as being actively and viciously “wicked.” Theirs was a desperate and
an apparently hopeless case.
p. 69
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Lightfoot says:
In times past ye had estranged yourselves from God. Your hearts were
hostile to Him, while ye lived on in your evil deeds. But now, in Christ’s
body, in Christ’s flesh which died on the Cross for your atonement, ye are
reconciled to Him again. He will present you a living sacrifice, an acceptable
offering unto Himself, free from blemish and free even from censure, that ye
may stand the piercing glance of Him whose scrutiny no defect can escape.
But this can only be, if ye remain true to your old allegiance, if ye hold fast
(as I trust ye are holding fast) by the teaching of Epaphras, if the edifice of
your faith is built on solid foundations and not reared carelessly on the sands,
if ye suffer not yourselves to be shifted or shaken but rest firmly on the hope
which ye have found in the Gospel—the one universal unchangeable Gospel,
which was proclaimed to every creature under heaven, of which I Paul,
unworthy as I am, was called to be a minister.’
pp. 160-61

Lightfoot says:
It is the mind of man, not the mind of God, which must undergo a change,
that a reunion may be effected.
p. 161

Lovett says:
21. At one time you (Colossians) were enemies of God. You were hostile
toward Him as you determined to live and delight in evil. It was your
preference for evil that separated you from Him. 22. Even so, He has
completely restored you to fellowship with Himself through the physical
obedience of Christ unto death. The cross, you see, not only provides a
holiness which allows you to live in God’s presence; it even removes the very
stain of sin so that you are beyond the reproach of anyone. There is no
evidence which could be used to charge you.
p. 172
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MacArthur says:
1:21 alienated . . . enemies. The Greek term for alienated means
“estranged,” “cut off,” or “separated.” Before they were reconciled, all people
were completely estranged from God (cf. Eph. 2:12, 13). The Greek word for
enemies can also be translated “hateful.” Unbelievers hate God and resent
His holy standard because they love “wicked works” (cf. John 3:19, 20; 15:18,
24, 25). Actually, there is alienation from both sides, since God “hates all
workers of iniquity” (Ps. 5:5).
p. 1736

MacArthur says:
To impress on them Christ’s power to reconcile men to God, Paul
reminds the Colossians of what they were like before their reconciliation.
They were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds.
Apallotrioō (alienated) means “estranged,” “cut off,” or “separated.” Before
their reconciliation, the Colossians were completely estranged from God. In a
similar passage, Paul writes, “You were at that time separate from Christ,
excluded from the common-wealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Jesus
Christ you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ” (Eph. 2:12-13). Non-Christians are detached from God because of sin;
there is no such thing as an “innocent heathen.” All unbelievers suffer
separation from God unless they receive the reconciliation provided in Jesus
Christ.
The Colossians had also been hostile in mind. Echthros (hostile) could
also be translated “hateful.” Unbelievers are not only alienated from God by
condition, but also hateful of God by attitude. They hate Him and resent His
holy standards and commands because they are engaged in evil deeds.
Scripture teaches that unbelievers “loved the darkness rather than the light;
for their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil hates the light, and
does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed” (John 3:19-20).
Their problem is not ignorance, but willful love of sin.
p. 60
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McGee says:
God did not wait until we promised to scrub our faces, put on our Sunday
clothes, and go to Sunday school before He agreed to do this work of
reconciliation. It was while you and I were in rebellion against Him, while
we were doing wicked works, that He reconciled us to Himself. No man can
say, “I’m lost because God has not made adequate provision for me.” A man
is lost because he wants to be lost, because he is rebellion against God.
“That were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind.” This
reminds us that there is a mental alienation from God as well as a moral
alienation. A great many people think that men are lost because they have
committed some terrible sin. The reason people are lost is that their minds
are alienated from God. I think this explains the fierce antagonism toward
God on the part of the so-called intellectuals of our day. There is an open
hatred and hostility toward God.
p. 342

Melick says:
Having spoken of the universal and cosmic nature of the work of
Christ, Paul applied it specifically to the church at Colosse. The content
resembles Eph 2:1-11, where many of the same terms, phrases, and ideas are
employed.
In applying the work of Christ, Paul used a historical sequence of their
lives before and after salvation. In the Greek text, these ideas are expressed
in one long sentence, demonstrating the unity of thought found here.
p. 229

Moule says:
. . . before a Saviour’s coming, and before your coming to Him, were
estranged, alienated, broken off from God in the Fall, and enemies,
personally hostile . . . to Him, the Eternal Holiness, as to your thought, your
reasoning powers . . . which approved and defended evil; in your . . . works,
your evil works, the path “in” which your feet wandered.
p. 96
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O’Brien says:
The opening words, “and you,” stand in an emphatic position in Paul’s
sentence as he indicates that the central purpose in Christ’s reconciling work
has to do with the Christian readers at Colossae. It is not simply that what
has occurred on a cosmic scale just happens to relate to them by way of
application. Rather, this congregation is designated as the “goal” (Lohse, 62)
toward which the event encompassing heaven and earth is directed. It has
special reference to them, designed to reconcile those who were once
alienated and at enmity with God, and to put them on a firm footing of faith
and hope.
p. 65

Phillips says:
Man’s mental alienation from God is to be seen everywhere. Witness
the countless false religions that flourish around the world. Witness the
power with which a false philosophy such as evolution holds men’s minds
captive. Or think how much easier it is to remember a smutty story than it is
to memorize a passage of Scripture. How easy it is to conjure up impure
fantasies. How easy it is to deceive people.
p. 77

Robertson says:
Paul wishes the Colossians to appreciate the sad condition when they were so
long estranged from God. We must supply the words “from God,” as clearly
meant by Paul. In Ephesians 2:12 Paul reminds the Gentile readers that
they had been alienated (same verb) from the commonwealth of Israel
(spiritual Israel, the real kingdom of God), and in Ephesians 4:18 he gives a
tragic picture of the sinful details of the old life without God.
Then Paul adds another phrase descriptive of the mental state of the
Colossians before turning to Christ, “hostile (to God) in your mind.” He used
a word often employed for personal animosity rather than national hostility.
The attitude of hostility toward God grows out of the sense of resentment
because of God’s goodness in contrast to one’s sins and out of the fact that
men are “darkened in their intellect” . . .
p. 55
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Robertson says:
It is always a tragedy to see men use their minds actively against God. In
your evil works . . . Hostile purpose finds natural expression in evil deeds.
p. 482

Simpson & Bruce say:
The central purpose of Christ’s peace-making work, however, is seen most
clearly in its bearing upon those who have heard the message of
reconciliation and willingly rendered their submission, gratefully accepting
the amnesty which the message holds out. Such were the people to whom
Paul was writing. Once they had been estranged from God, in revolt against
His authority. For sin is not only disobedience to the will of God; it
effectually severs our fellowship with Him, and forces us to live “without God
in the world” (Eph. 2:12). Hence men, estranged from the One in whom alone
true peace is to be found, are estranged also from one another, and lead
lonely lives in a universe which is felt to be unfriendly.
p. 211

Sturz says:
Verse 21. Turning now from the Lord Jesus Christ (vv. 13-20) back to
the Colossians Paul reminds them of their former unconverted condition.
The phrase, and you then being alienated and hostile, surely must have
quickened their memories of what they were before Christ came in and
changed them (Eph. 2:11-19). The word then speaks of prior time as well as
sequence. To Israel had been given the sacred Scriptures, to Israel was given
the right of access to God. The Colossians along with others were strangers
to God and to His Word (Eph. 4:18; Col. 2:13).
Not only were the Colossians separated from God, they were also
“hostile” toward Him. The unbeliever may seek to do good (Rom. 7:19), and
he may even seek God for what he can get; but he does not seek God for what
He is (Rom. 3:11). Instead, he is openly antagonistic. We as Christians must
be careful that we don’t fall back into this attitude from which He has
redeemed us. James tells us (4:4) that mere friendship with the world is
hostility against God.
p. 49

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

28

Trentham says:
She then, with mock nonchalance, said, “The only thing troubling me is
that these things don’t trouble me.”
Then her pastor said to her, “Young lady, the worst kind of trouble is
being troubled over the feeling that you are no longer troubled about what
should trouble you. For if this be true, it means that something unspeakably
precious in you has died!
p. 82

Wuest says:
And you who were at one time those who were in a settled state of
alienation, and hostile with respect to your intents in the sphere of your
works which were pernicious, yet now He reconciled in the body of His flesh
through His death, in order that He might present you holy and without
blemish and unchargeable before His searching and penetrating gaze
assuming indeed that you are adhering to the Faith, having been placed upon
a foundation with the present result that you are on that foundation, firmly
established, and that you are not being shifted away from your hope held out
by the good news which you heard, that good news which was proclaimed in
all creation which is under heaven, of which, I, Paul, became one who
ministers.
p. 34

Wuest says:
“Alienated” is apallatrioō, “to alienate, to estrange.” Here it is in the form of
a perfect participle, passive in voice. The Colossians had been in their
unsaved state, estranged from God, and permanently so. “Enemies” is
echtros, “hostile,” and in an active sense. “By wicked works” is en tois ergois
tois ponērois, “in the sphere of works which were pernicious.” Vincent says;
“In your evil works. In the performance of the sphere in which, outwardly,
their alienation had exhibited itself.”
pp. 188-89
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
The third of Genesis reveals Ruin; the third of Romans teaches Redemption;
the third of John sets forth Regeneration. Will our young friends be so good
as to read those chapters through with care, at home? TN22
p. 94

(Outlive Your Life: You Were Made to Make a Difference by Max Lucado)
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– Max Lucado, 2010.
And what about John Newton? This former slave trader served as a
minister from 1764 until his death in 1807. He was a confidant of wellknown leaders such as Hannah More and William Wilberforce. His hundreds
of hymns fill churches with music. Yet on his deathbed the writer of the
hymn “Amazing Grace” said these words to a young minister: “I’m going on
before you, but you’ll soon come after me. When you arrive, our friendship
will no doubt cause you to inquire for me. But I can tell you already where
you’ll most likely find me. I’ll be sitting at the feet of the thief whom Jesus
saved His dying moments on the cross.”1
John Newton never forgot who had lifted him up.
1.

Mission Gate Ministry, “Gospel of Matthew, chapter 20,”
www.charityadvantage.com/MissionGateMinistry/images/Matt20.doc.

pp. 117-18
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v.22 but now He reconciled in the body of His flesh through His death, in
order that He might present you holy and without blemish and
blameless before Him [on the day of Judgment]—

The NET Bible translates verse 22:
but now he has reconciled you by his physical body through death to
present you holy, without blemish, and blameless before him—

Peterson paraphrases verse 22:
But now, by giving himself completely at the Cross, actually dying for
you, Christ brought you over to God’s side and put your lives together,
whole and holy in his presence.
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Reconciliation of sinners to God is by Christ’s physical body through death.
The Gnostic tendency of the Colossian heresy, with its Platonic orientation,
denied both Christ’s true humanity and His true deity. As John explained, it
is necessary to confess “that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh” (1 John 4:2).
Spirits cannot die, and “without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness”
. . . In order to redeem humans, Christ Himself must be truly human . . .
Thus Christ’s real physical body and death were necessary for man’s
salvation . . .
The result of Christ’s death is redemptive—to present you holy in His
sight. This may mean judicially perfect as to a believer’s position, or
spiritually perfect as to his condition. Ultimately God envisions both for
believers, and Christ’s death is the basis for judicial justification . . .
progressive sanctification . . . and even ultimate glorification . . . As Paul
wrote the Ephesians, “He chose us in Him before the Creation of the world to
be holy and blameless in His sight” . . . Christians are without blemish . . .
translated “blameless” . . . “without fault” . . . in Christ, and also are free from
accusation . . . This latter Greek word is used five times in the New
Testament and only by Paul . . . It connotes one who is unaccused, free from
all charges. Satan is “the accuser of the brethren” . . . but Christ is their
“Advocate” . . . or “Defense” . . . before the Father. Therefore by the merits of
Christ believers are free from every charge . . . In Christ the accused are
unaccused and the condemned are freed.
Whereas the picture of RECONCILIATION has a:
PAST in verse 21, and
PRESENT and FUTURE described here in verse 22.
The PURPOSE for RECONCILIATION is seen in that final clause in verse 22,
“IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT PRESENT YOU”:
1.

“HOLY,”

2.

“WITHOUT BLEMISH,” and

3.

“BLAMELESS BEFORE HIM [ON THE DAY OF
JUDGMENT].”
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He’s talked about the PAST in verse 21.
Now he talks about the PRESENT in verse 22.
It was:
WHAT WE WERE in verse 21 and
WHAT WE ARE in verse 22.
“NOW HE RECONCILED IN THE BODY OF HIS FLESH THROUGH HIS
DEATH.”
In verses 12 & 13 we noted that God the Father:
QUALIFIED us,
RESCUED us, and
TRANSFERRED us.
In verse 14 God the Son provided for our REDEMPTION.
Now, here in verse 22, He provided for our RECONCILIATION.
“THE BODY OF HIS FLESH” is the MEDIUM OF RECONCILIATION.
“THROUGH HIS DEATH” is the PENALTY FOR SIN that must be paid.
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We will note in this verse that there is a THREE-FOLD PURPOSE in HIS
RECONCILIATION. “IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT PRESENT YOU:
1.

“HOLY,”

2.

“WITHOUT BLEMISH,” and

3.

“BLAMELESS BEFORE HIM.”

We have a real study in CONTRAST between WHAT WE WERE in verse 21:
“estranged,”
“hostile in attitude,” and
“evil in [our] deeds.”
And WHAT WE SHALL BE when we stand in His presence:
“HOLY,
“WITHOUT BLEMISH,” and
“BLAMELESS.”
This work of making us like Jesus Christ begins at the moment of our
SALVATION.
John expresses it so beautifully in:
1 John 3:2 (NASB)
. . . we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.
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2 Corinthians 5:10 (NASB)
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each
one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what
he has done, whether good or bad.
Ephesians 5:26-27 (NASB)
that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of
water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in
all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she
should be holy and blameless.
Jude 24, 25 (NASB)
Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you
stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, to the only
God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty,
dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
The whole PURPOSE of the Father’s work of reconciliation in sending the
Son to be a sacrifice for sin was with the ultimate purpose in mind:
“THAT HE MIGHT PRESENT YOU HOLY AND WITHOUT
BLEMISH AND BLAMELESS BEFORE HIM.”

Anders says:
The outcome of this reconciliation is present peace and a future
presentation of ourselves before God. The slate of sin has been wiped clean,
and we look forward to the day we will stand before God holy in his sight,
without blemish and free from accusation.
p. 284
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Barclay says:
We must note one thing quite clearly, and we must always retain it in our
memories. The initiative in reconciliation was with God. The New
Testament never talks of God being reconciled to men, but always of men
being reconciled to God. God’s attitude to men was love, and it was never
anything else but love. Sometimes a theology is preached in which it is
implied that something that Jesus did changed the attitude of God, that God
would have condemned men had it not been for the action of Jesus, that
Jesus changed the wrath of God into the love of God. There is no justification
in the New Testament for any such view. It was God who began the whole
process of salvation and reconciliation. It was because God so loved the world
that He sent His Son. His one object in sending His Son into this world was
to woo men back to Himself, and, as Paul puts it, to reconcile all things to
Himself.
p. 147

Barclay says:
(ii) The medium of reconciliation was the blood of the Cross. The
dynamic of reconciliation is the death of Jesus Christ. What does Paul mean
by that? He means exactly what he said in Romans 8:32: “He that spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things?” In the death of Jesus, God is saying to us, “I love
you like that. I love you enough to see my Son suffer and die for you. I love
you enough to bear the Cross on my heart, if only it will win you to myself.”
The Cross is the proof that there is no length to which the love of God will
refuse to go, in order to win men’s hearts. The Cross is the medium of
reconciliation because the Cross is the final proof of the love of God; and a
love like that demands an answering love. If the Cross will not waken love
and wonder in men’s hearts, nothing will.
p. 147
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Barker & Kohlenberger say:
The result of Christ’s reconciling work is the presentation of the
Colossians as “holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.”
Both the present and the future seem to be a in view here. In reconciling
believers, God brought them into his presence, no longer as stained by sin
and bearing the burden of guilt, but as “holy” and “without blemish and free
from accusation.” That is their standing at the time of and by the death of
Christ. But on the day of Christ’s return, they will be officially presented as
perfected in glory. In the meantime, they are progressing in holiness
wrought in them by the Spirit of God.
p. 822

Barker & Kohlenberger say:
“Free from accusation” likewise expresses a condition possible only
because people are in Christ, covered by and sharing in the benefits of his
death for them.
p. 822

Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say:
What is the goal of this reconciliation?
To present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.
Some scholars have understood present to mean “to offer a sacrifice” (as in
Hebrews 9:14; 1 Peter 1:19). More likely, it refers to believers being
presented pure and faultless, acquitted of all charges (Ephesians 5:27; Jude
24). Christ’s act of reconciliation put believers in perfect standing with God.
p. 169
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say:
The process of living the Christian life will end with the resurrection and will
result in believers being presented to God as his dear and beloved children.
There will be no fear, for God has already reconciled us to himself and made
us acceptable in his sight.
p. 170

Bruce says:
But now the great change has been effected: those who were once far away
from God have been brought close to him; those who used to be at war with
him are at peace with him. For Christ has reconciled them to God “in the
body of his flesh, through his death.” The historic act accomplished on their
behalf once for all by the death of Christ is brought into close relation with
what takes place in their own experience when they enter into peace with
God, when the work done for them is made effective in them.
p. 78

Carson says:
The ultimate aim of their reconciliation is that God may present them
before Himself in holiness. That the reference here is to the final purpose of
God for them, rather than to their present attainments, is seen in the verse
which follows and in which continuance is presupposed as a condition of
attaining this divinely ordained goal.
p. 48
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Gaebelein says:
This is spoken of those who have believed on the Son of God. All were once
estranged from God and enemies in mind by wicked works, but having
believed His work, His sacrificial death on the cross hath reconciled them. In
virtue of this reconciliation believers are no longer enemies but made nigh,
accepted in the Beloved and presented holy, unblamable, and irreproachable
before God. What a change! And it is not of man, by his work, or having
become a believer by living a fully separated life, but it is all through His
death. In Him we are constituted holy, unblamable and irreproachable; this
is the believer’s standing before God.
pp. 58-59

Gromacki says:
In spite of these negative traits, God “reconciled” these Colossians.
The aorist tense looks back to the time when they were saved by faith in
Christ who had made provision for their reconciliation at the cross. The
propitiatory sacrifice took place “in the body of his flesh through death.” The
heresy claimed that material entities are innately evil and that immaterial
concepts are intrinsically good. That false dichotomy is negated by the fact
that Christ provided salvation in a physical body of skin, bone, and blood, and
that human sin originated in thought processes. Christ “abolished in his
flesh the enmity” (Eph. 2:15). The means of reconciliation is literally
“through the death” (dia tou thanatou). The definite article (“the”) points to a
particular type of death, namely, the cross. He “became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8).
p. 76

Gromacki says:
The purpose behind the pleasure of the Father and the reconciliation of
the Son is “to present” saved sinners in heaven for all eternity. The verb
(parastēsai) means “to stand beside.” In that future day, believers will stand
beside each other totally dressed in the righteousness of Christ, before
almighty God (“in his sight”). The aorist tense points to that time when the
entire body of Christ, the true church, will be presented. This will occur at
the return of Christ when resurrected Christians and living believers will be
caught up into heaven to meet the Savior (I Thess. 4:13-18).
pp. 76-77
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Gromacki says:
The manner of presentation involves three aspects. First, all believers
will be presented as “holy” (hagious). This will be the climax of the divine
work of sanctification. All redeemed are positionally set apart in Christ
today; thus they are saints, or holy, now. They are also striving to be holy in
their daily experiences, but at the return of Christ, they will be forever set
apart from the effects of sin. When used together with the adjective
“unblameable,” the word “holy” stresses the possession of imputed
righteousness.
Second, all believers will be “unblameable” (amōmous), without spot or
blemish. Elsewhere, Paul wrote that God “hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame [same
word] before him in love” (Eph. 1:4). Blamelessness is the opposite of
imputation in that it denotes the total removal of sin and guilt from the
believing sinner.
Third, all believers will be “unreproveable” (anegklētous). This
compound word literally means “not to be called in.” It is a legal term. No
charge of condemnation nor sentence of eternal death can ever be brought
against believers in the court of divine justice. Compare Paul’s rhetorical
question: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge [same word stem] of God’s
elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that
died . . .” (Rom. 8:33-34).
These three truths are the possession of each Christian today, and
God’s faithfulness guarantees that the acceptable standing will endure until
the day of Christ (I Cor. 1:8).
p. 77
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Hendriksen says:
The presentation here referred to must be viewed as definitely
eschatological, that is, as referring to the great consummation when Jesus
returns upon clouds of glory. This follows from the conditional clause, “if,
indeed, you continue in the faith. . . .” It is comforting to know that not only
the apostles looked forward with joyful anticipation to the time when they
would present the fruit of God’s grace and of their labor (they being God’s
coworkers, I Cor. 3:9) as a pure virgin to Christ the Bridegroom (II Cor. 11:2;
Phil. 1:10; 2:16; I Thess. 2:19, 20; I John 2:28), but so does also Christ himself
(Eph. 5:27). To him, too, the words of Zeph. 3:17 are applicable, “He will
rejoice over you with joy; he will rest in his love; he will joy over you with
singing.” This glorious presentation is here referred to as the purpose of the
reconciliation.
p. 84

Henry says:
2. How the redemption is procured: it is through his blood (v. 14); he
has made peace through the blood of his cross (v. 20), and it is in the body of
his flesh through death, v. 22. There was such a value in the blood of Christ
that, on account of Christ’s shedding it, God was willing to deal with men
upon new terms, to pardon and accept to favour all who comply with them.
p. 1870

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
22. In the body of his flesh—the element in which His reconciling sufferings
had place.
p. 1318
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Lange says:
To present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his
sight.—The end to be attained. “To present you” depends on the verb
“reconciled.” What has occurred to the Christian in this reconciliation is
something to be preserved, unfolded, perfected. The God who effects
reconciliation, effects more . . .
p. 26

MacArthur says:
1:22 holy . . . in His sight. Holy refers to the believer’s positional
relationship to God; he is separated from sin and set apart to God by imputed
righteousness. This is justification . . . As a result of the believer’s union with
Christ in His death and Resurrection, God considerers Christians as holy as
His Son (Eph. 1:4; 2 Cor. 5:21). Christians are also “blameless” (without
blemish) and “above reproach” (no one can bring a charge against them; Rom.
8:33; cf. Phil. 2:15). We are to be presented to Christ, when we meet Him, as
a chaste bride (Eph. 5:25-27; 2 Cor. 11:2).
p. 1736

MacArthur says:
THE MEANS OF RECONCILIATION
having made peace through the blood of His cross . . . He has now reconciled
you in His fleshly body through death (1:20b, 22a)
Those two phrases sum up the specific means whereby Christ effected
our reconciliation with God.
p. 62
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MacArthur says:
God’s ultimate goal in reconciliation is to present His elect holy and
pure before Him. Paul expressed a similar desire for the Corinthians: “I am
jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that
to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin” (2 Cor. 11:2). Jude tells us
that we will one day “stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great
joy” (Jude 24). Such purification is necessary if sinners are to stand in the
presence of a holy God.
p. 65

O’Brien says:
Having painted a grim picture of the Colossians’ pre-Christian and pagan
past Paul proceeds to describe the turning point when God acted mightily on
their behalf: “now he has reconciled you.”
p. 67

O’Brien says:
. . . God effected the reconciliation of the Colossians with a particular end in
view: to present them holy, blameless and irreproachable before him.
p. 68

Phillips says:
Such is the redeeming, justifying, reconciling grace of God. That is the
meaning of our reconciliation! God sees us as holy, unblamble, and
unreprovable! If that’s how God sees us, surely that is how we ought to see
each other.
p. 80
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Robertson says:
The medium of God’s reconciling work was the death of Christ on the cross.
The use of “death” here makes that plain, but modern scholars are troubled
over Paul’s employment of “the body of his flesh,” since one word here is
enough to make it clear.
p. 57

Robertson says:
The reconciliation was accomplished by means of Christ’s death on the cross
(verse 20) and not just by the Incarnation (the body of his flesh) in which the
death took place.
p. 482

Robertson says:
. . . a marvelous picture of complete purity (positive and negative, internal
and external). This is Paul’s idea when he presents the Colossians “before
him” . . . right down in the eye of Christ the Judge of all.
p. 483

Sturz says:
Verse 22. In emphatic contrast to the condition of their former state
Paul now places their present relationship to God. But now he has reconciled
[you]. They were alienated, now they are restored to favor; they were
antagonistic, now they are obedient.
p. 50
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Trentham says:
The death of the Redeemer is the pledge that he in whom all the
fulness of the divine nature and power dwell will spare nothing to reconcile
all men and all the universe to himself. “He that spared not his own Son, but
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all
things?” (Rom. 8:32).
p. 81

Trentham says:
The battleground was the body of his flesh, for it was here, as Paul
said, that sin did its work. He shed his blood and laid down his life in violent
death in an amazing stroke of triumph over the mysterious powers which
plague mankind. Then he healed the discord between man and God and
between man and man.
p. 83
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UNCOMMON BEAUTY
For some folks, the word holiness conjures up images of stuffy
prudes—people who are “good” in the worst sense of the word, with sullen
and morose faces. They are full of self-righteousness and rigid duty, “on hold
for the next life,” as a Washington Post writer put it.
Most people long for truth and goodness. Yet that desire can be
frustrated by what they see in some Christians, whom they perceive as selfrighteous and judgmental. To unbelievers, such “virtue” is far less
interesting than vice, with the result that they cling to their vices even
though they may hate them. Joy Davidman, the wife of C. S. Lewis, said,
“One sanctimonious hypocrite makes a hundred unbelievers.”
Would that the world saw the real thing—that extraordinary quality of
life of which Peter speaks—a life so winsome and attractive it will draw
others to the Savior (1 Peter 2:12). “If only 10% of the world’s population had
[holiness],” C. S. Lewis mused, “would not the whole world be converted and
happy before year’s end?”
We can have it! As we yield our lives to God’s Spirit within, we can
live lives of uncommon beauty before a watching world. Israel’s poet assures
us, “The Lord . . . will beautify the humble” (Ps. 149:4).

Beautiful faces are those that seem
With the very love of God to beam;
Beautiful forms are those that grace
With gentle service the lowliest place. —Anon.
Live so that others will want to know Jesus.

(From Our Daily Bread, Monday, November 12, 2007)
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
Oh! Down, down, down, with everything else, but up, up, up, with the cross
of Christ! Down with your baptism, and your masses, and your sacraments!
Down with your priestcraft, and your rituals, and your liturgies! Down with
your fine music, and your pomp. And your robes, and your garments, and all
your ceremonials. But up, up, up, with the doctrine of the naked cross, and
the expiring Saviour. 826.464
pp. 100-101

(By Searching: My Journey Through Doubt Into Faith by Isobel Kuhn)
Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright– China Inland Mission, 1959.
The only way to be holy is daily to hand over to the Holy Spirit what
Dr. Tozer calls “the hyphenated sins of the human spirit . . . selfrighteousness, self-pity, self-confidence, self-admiration, self-love, and a host
of others like them . . . which can be removed only in spiritual experience,
never by mere instruction. As well try to instruct leprosy out of our system.
There must be a work of God in destruction before we are free. We must

invite the Cross to do its deadly work within us. We must bring our self sins
to the Cross for judgment.”1
The Pursuit of God, by A. W. Tozer.

1

p. 153
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(The Best of A. W. Tozer: Book 2 compiled by Warren W. Wiersbe) Camp
Hill, PA: Wing Spread Publishers. Copyright– Zur Ltd., 1980, 2000.
Spiritual life cannot feed on negatives. The man who is constantly reciting
the evils of his unconverted days is looking in the wrong direction. He is like
a man trying to run a race while looking back over his shoulder.
What the Christian used to be is altogether the least important thing
about him. What he is yet to be is all that should concern him. He may
occasionally, as Paul sometimes did, remember to his own shame the life he
once lived; but that should be only a quick glance; it is never to be a fixed
glaze. Our long permanent look is on God and the glory that shall be
revealed.
p. 134
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I find myself singing with great enthusiasm that great old hymn:
Since Jesus Came Into My Heart
What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought
Since Jesus came into my heart!
I have light in my soul for which long I have sought,
Since Jesus came into my heart!
I have ceased from my wand’ring and going astray,
Since Jesus came into my heart!
And my sins, which were many, are all washed away,
Since Jesus came into my heart!
There’s a light in the valley of death now for me,
Since Jesus came into my heart!
And the gates of the City beyond I can see,
Since Jesus came into my heart!
I shall go there to dwell in that City, I know,
Since Jesus came into my heart!
And I’m happy, so happy, as onward I go,
Since Jesus came into my heart!

Refrain:

Since Jesus came into my heart,
Since Jesus came into my heart,
Floods of joy o’er my soul
like the sea billows roll,
Since Jesus came into my heart.
(“Since Jesus Came Into My Heart” by Rufus H. McDaniel, The New Church
Hymnal, Lexicon Music, Inc., 1976. #430)
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v.23 if indeed you are continuing in the faith, having been founded and
steadfast, and without shifting from the hope of the gospel which you
heard, that gospel which was proclaimed in all creation which is under
heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

The NET Bible translates verse 23:
if indeed you remain in the faith, established and firm, without
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard. This gospel has
also been preached in all creation under heaven, and I, Paul, have
become its servant.

Peterson paraphrases verse 23:
You don’t walk away from a gift like that! You stay grounded and
steady in that bond of trust, constantly tuned in to the Message,
careful not to be distracted or diverted. There is no other Message—
just this one. Every creature under heaven gets this same Message.
I, Paul, am a messenger of this Message.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
This reconciliation in Christ comes only by an abiding faith—if you continue
in your faith. The Colossians had a settled faith—established (i.e.,
“grounded” like a building on a strong foundation) and firm . . . “seated or
settled”; . . . so Paul did not doubt that they would continue. In fact he spoke
of the hope (confident expectation) which this gospel of reconciliation provides
not only to them but also to the whole world—to every creature under
heaven. This is obviously a figure of speech indicating the universality of the
gospel and its proclamation, not that every person on the globe heard Paul
preach. In Acts 2:5 this phrase describes a wide range of people from various
countries without including, for example, anyone from North or South
America . . .
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Paul reflects a concern here for the Colossian saints, that they might shift
from this Gospel of the grace of God unto a different Gospel.
This actually happened in Galatia. Paul states in that letter:
Galatians 1:6-7 (DAV)
I am marveling that so quickly you are transferring yourselves from
Him who called you in the sphere of Christ’s grace unto a different
gospel. Which is not another gospel except there are certain ones who
are troubling your minds and are desiring to change (pervert) the
gospel of Christ.
1 John 2:28 (NASB)
And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we
may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His
coming.

Guy King says:
Paul must have observed that some of these Colossian Christians are
showing signs of developing into the poor-hearted, small-minded, weakkneed, flabby-muscled, thin-bodied, lame-limbed believers.
(source unknown)
Isaiah 40:31 is good therapy for this situation:
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint.
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He says THREE THINGS here that he hopes is true of them:
1.

“FOUNDED”

1 Corinthians 3:11 (NASB)
For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.
2.

“STEADFAST”

1 Corinthians 15:58 (NASB)
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in
vain in the Lord.
“FOUNDED” points to the PAST.
“STEADFAST” points to the PRESENT situation.
3.

“WITHOUT SHIFTING FROM THE HOPE OF THE GOSPEL
WHICH YOU HEARD”

Matthew 7:24-27 (NASB)
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon
them, may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the
rock. And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds
blew, and burst against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had
been founded upon the rock. And everyone who hears these words of
Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built
his house upon the sand. And the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it fell, and great
was its fall.”
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The Apostle Paul is hoping that they are staying:
“FOUNDED” ON THE ROCK—CHRIST JESUS—and
“STEADFAST” in the time of a STORM
“WITHOUT SHIFTING FROM THE HOPE” which they have in the
“GOSPEL” of the grace of God.
“THAT GOSPEL WHICH WAS PROCLAIMED IN ALL CREATION.”
Paul describes this Gospel he’s talking about with the FOUR DESCRIPTIVE
PHRASES. It is:
1.

“THE GOSPEL WHICH YOU HEARD”—he is reminding them
of the message of the Good News which he sent to them of Jesus
Christ (dead, buried, then raised again to newness of life) that
He might now grant to us the eternal life which He has come to
purchase with His own blood.

2.

“THAT GOSPEL WHICH WAS PROCLAIMED IN ALL
CREATION”—the Gospel that Paul is talking about has Christ
at the heart. Christ is the origin of all creation, as we noted in
our previous study.

Romans 1:20 (TLB)
Since earliest times men have seen the earth and sky and all God
made, and have known of his existence and great eternal power. So
they will have no excuse [when they stand before God at Judgment
Day].
3.

“WHICH IS UNDER HEAVEN”—the message of the Gospel is
good news to fallen man upon the earth. It is the message to the
creation under heaven.
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Holy, Holy, is What the Angels Sing
Johnson Oatman, Jr.
Holy, holy, holy, is what the angels sing,
and I expect to help them make the courts of heaven ring.
But when I sing redemption’s story, they will fold their wings,
for angels never felt the joy that our salvation brings.
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/htm/h/o/holholis.htm
4.

“OF WHICH I, PAUL, BECAME A MINISTER”—his final
phrase of identification is PERSONAL.

Galatians 1:11-12 (NASB)
For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was
preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from
man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus
Christ.

Anders says:
The if of verse 23 should not be misunderstood. This verse is not saying that
we will be presented holy and blameless if we remain faithful, as if our
eternal salvation depends on our performance. The Greek construction of the
if is not an expression of doubt but an expression of confidence and is better
translated as since. Paul is not in doubt about whether the Colossians will
remain faithful (see Col. 2:5). He is confident that because they have
understood what it means to be reconciled they will remain faithful to the
gospel that reconciled them. He writes this as an expression of confidence
and as a warning to avoid the religious fads of the false teachers of Colosse.
p. 284
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Barclay says:
(ii) Reconciliation has another kind of obligation. It lays upon us the
obligation to stand fast in the faith, and never to lose or abandon the hope of
the gospel. Reconciliation demands loyalty; and reconciliation demands that
through sunshine and through shadow we should never lose confidence in the
love of God. Out of the wonder of reconciliation are born the strength of
unshakable loyalty and the radiance of unconquerable hope.
p. 150

Barker & Kohlenberger say:
“Faith” (GK 4411) here, as is usual in the NT, means one’s personal
faith, i.e., one’s reliance on Christ. The words that follow “faith” explain what
is involved in continuing in one’s faith. “Established” suggests being founded
securely, as on a rock. “Firm depicts a steady and firm resolve. The “hope
held out in the gospel” is in its fullest sense the expectation of ultimate,
complete salvation that will belong to believers upon the return of their Lord.
p. 822

Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say:
The certainty of believers’ present and future status with God should not be
an excuse for careless living or dabbling in heresy. Paul warned the
Colossian believers to continue securely established and steadfast in the
faith. As they built their lives upon the foundation laid by the gospel, they
ought to build carefully through obedience. Then their “building” would
stand firm. “Continue securely” means to remain stable, to persevere. The
Colossians should not wander off into false teaching that contradicted the
gospel they had heard and the hope they had believed for salvation. Paul
urged all believers, like those in Colosse, to build carefully, persevering in
their faith.
p. 170
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Bruce says:
This, then, is the prospect which lies before the Colossian Christians,
providing they remain firmly on the one foundation for faith. If the gospel
teaches the final perseverance of the saints, it teaches at the same time that
the saints are those who finally persevere—in Christ. Continuance is the test
of reality. The language used may suggest that the readers’ first enthusiasm
was being dimmed, that they were in danger of shifting from the fixed ground
of Christian hope. Indeed, to hold fast to hope is throughout the NT an
indispensable condition for attaining the goal of full salvation to be revealed
at the parousia of Christ.
p. 79

Calvin says:
Here we have an exhortation to perseverance, by which he admonishes them
that all the grace that had been conferred upon them hitherto would be vain,
unless they persevere in the purity of the gospel.
p. 160

Carson says:
But such a glorious prospect must not lull them into any spirit of
complacency or slackness. God who has ordained the end has also ordained
the means, which is their continuing faithfulness. Hence, after his
declaration of God’s final purpose, Paul adds that he assumes that they will
continue in the course in which they have begun. This quality of steady
continuance is brought out by the metaphor of the building which stands
against every gale. They have been established upon an unshakable
foundation, the rock Christ Jesus; and so, being securely grounded, they have
spiritual stability to enable them to remain steadfast (settled) in the face of
every blast of temptation or of adversity.
pp. 48-49
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Eadie says:
. . . “If ye continue in the faith, grounded and fast, and not moved away from
the hope of the gospel which ye have heard.”
p. 84

Eadie says:
The apostle thus shows them how much is suspended on their perseverance.
p. 86

Fergusson says:
In the third part of the chapter, he exhorts them to persevere in the
faith of the former doctrine, not questioning the truth thereof, nor quitting
those hopes of good things to come which was begotten in them by it; and that
because what he had spoken of their reconciliation, did depend upon their
perseverance, and the doctrine was the same with that which at Christ’s
command was taught through the world by apostles, and which he himself
was called by God to preach among the Gentiles.
p. 340

Garland says:
Paul’s statement in 1:23 also contains an implicit warning, “if you
continue in your faith.” If we understand that through Christ we gain a new
relationship with God, we also recognize that relationships can never remain
static. They either grow or die. We enter a new relationship when we marry.
Most who have experienced marriage understand that a successful marriage
takes work. We may remain in the state of marriage, but the relationship
can die if we do not work at it. The same is true of our relationship with God.
If we neglect it or flirt with other attractions, we endanger it.
p. 115

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

57

Gromacki says:
The conditional particle (“if”) seems to imply that a person can lose his
salvation (reconciliation and presentation) if he fails to “continue in the
faith.” The apostle, however, taught just the opposite. He assumed that the
Colossians were continuing in the faith. This conditional clause can be
translated: “If indeed ye continue in the faith, and I believe that you are
doing so.” A reconciled sinner shows evidence of divine work in his life by
proper doctrinal belief. Any denial of the deity and redemptive work of
Christ, subsequent to profession, demonstrates that the sinner did not
genuinely accept Christ with essential understanding (Matt. 13:23).
p. 78

Hendriksen says:
. . . Divine preservation always presupposes human perseverance.
Perseverance proves faith’s genuine character, and is therefore indispensable
to salvation. To be sure, no one can continue in the faith in his own strength
(John 15:5). The enabling grace of God is needed from start to finish (Phil.
2:12, 13). This, however, does not cancel human responsibility and activity.
Yes, activity, continuous, sustained, strenuous effort (Heb. 12:14).
p. 85

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

58

Hughes says:
Paul is not expressing doubt as to whether they will continue on; that
is not what the Greek construction means. The scholar Peter O’Brien
paraphrases the idea: “At any rate if you stand firm in the faith—and I am
sure you will.” The positive application of Paul’s words are this: the gospel
does not work like magic. The mind, the heart, and the will must be
involved. Our minds must feed on Christ and his Word. Our hearts are to
focus on him in love. Our wills are to take their practice and pattern from
him. Present faith leads to present results; present drinking is for present
thirst. We must fill our lives every day from him.
It is imperative that all of us be reconciled to Christ. Without
reconciliation we will remain adrift on the cold seas—alienated from God,
from creation, and from others, though we may wish otherwise. God wants to
reconcile us. He enjoys reconciling. His Son endured the Cross “for the joy
set before him” (Hebrews 12:2). What God has in mind for us is the greatest
vision ever conceived for any mortal. There is only one thing to do, and that
is to say yes.
p. 40

Ironside says:
The “if” with which the 23rd verse begins has been the occasion of
much perplexity to timid souls who hardly dare to accept the truth of the
believer’s eternal security, so conscious are they of their own weakness and
insufficiency. But, rightly understood, there is nothing here to disturb any
sincere believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. There are a number o similar “ifs”
in the New Testament, and all with precisely the same object in view—the
testing of profession.
p. 53

Ironside says:
Those who are real will hold fast unto the end, as we also read in chapter
10:38, 39 of the same epistle. Endurance is the proof of reality. What God
implants in the soul is lasting, and we may be assured that He who hath
begun a good work in any one will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ,
the time when He shall come for His ransomed people, to complete in glory
what His grace began on earth.
p. 54
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
Three arguments against their being “moved away from the Gospel”: (1)
Their having heard it; (2) The universality of the preaching of it; (3) Paul’s
ministry in it.
p. 1318

Laurin says:
The “if” that begins the statement of this verse does not imply or infer
that our salvation is conditional, but rather that our progress in that
salvation is dependent upon the continual application of our faith. Common
sense will tell us that truth will not benefit us unless applied. The gospel is
not religious magic which works regardless of our attitude. It requires the
attitude and application of faith day by day and moment by moment upon
every duty and in every temptation. In this way the measure of our faith will
be the measure of our progress.
p. 67

Lenski says:
This “if” contemplates reality, the reality that they will remain what they
have been made. Yet the “if” bids them examine and watch themselves. We
should always have it in mind and especially when error is in the air. We
may here answer the question as to whether the presentation which the Godman will make is the one now before his judicial eye or the one at the end of
time.
p. 70

Lovett says:
23. It is assumed, of course, that you are maintaining yourselves in that
faith for which Christ alone is the foundation. And that you are so firmly
established in Him, that you will persist in this faith and never once allow
yourselves to be shifted from the hope which became yours when you heard
the Gospel—the same joyous news that is now, spreading throughout the
world and of which, I Paul, have the privilege of being a minister.
p. 173
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MacArthur says:
Those who have been reconciled will persevere in faith and obedience
because, in addition to being declared righteous, they are actually made new
creatures (2 Cor. 5:17) with a new disposition that loves God, hates sin,
desires obedience, and is energized by the indwelling Holy Spirit . . .
p. 1736

MacArthur says:
One of the most sobering truths in the Bible is that not all who profess
to be Christians are in fact saved. Our Lord warned, “‘Many will say to Me
on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your
name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?” And then
I will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice
lawlessness”‘” (Matt. 7:22-23).
Of all the marks of a genuine Christian presented in Scripture, none is
more significant than the one Paul mentions here. People give evidence of
being truly reconciled when they continue in the faith firmly established and
steadfast. The Bible repeatedly testifies that those who are truly reconciled
will continue in the faith.
p. 66

McGee says:
We would say, “Since ye continue in the faith grounded and settled.” Paul’s
point is that we have been reconciled—it is an accomplished fact. So if you
are a child of God today, you will continue in the faith grounded and settled.
You will not be moved away from the hope of the gospel which you have
heard.
p. 343
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Moule says:
Ver. 23. emphatic “if” . . . you are abiding by your . . . faith, holding
fast to that great secret, simplest reliance on the all-sufficient Saviour, and
on no substitute for Him; founded as on the Rock, and steady in the resolve to
rest there for ever; and not yielding to movements . . . a present participle,
indicating a chronic liability to disturbance) away from the hope, (the blessed
hope of the Lord’s Return for the final salvation of His waiting and faithful
ones . . .
p. 97

O’Brien says:
The call is to steadfastness in the face of the danger of being drawn away
from the apostolic gospel.
p. 69

Parker says:
There is an awkward “If” in the twenty-third verse—“If ye continue—.”
It is in continuance that we break down. How excellent we are for an hour,
how almost angels for one sudden flash of time, and how instantly we forget
our best selves,—fall away into the lowest grade of being. The Apostle
always lays great stress on continuance; once he used the remarkable
expression “patient continuance”: he would refine the continuance; he would
make the continuity perfect in quality; it should not be mere doggedness, it
should be patient continuance, intelligent acquiescence, a full-hearted
consent. Thus are triumphs wrought in God’s great school. There may be
those who have some burning gift of genius who can by a sudden inspiration
or by a quick and incalculable movement pass from alphabet to literature;
but the most of us need to study letter by letter and line by line; we need to
proceed slowly with almost contemptible slowness when looked upon by those
who fly on the wings of genius and never trudge on the legs of industry. “He
that endureth unto the earth shall be saved.” God has given us something to
do in all this mystery of reconciliation; we are not occupying a position that
may be regarded as passive, we are to be patient, industrious, painstaking,
working steadily: not knowing at what moment the Lord may come to
pronounce upon the scope and quality of our work.
p. 32
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Parker says:
What would the Apostle have us be? “Grounded and settled,” so that
we “be not moved away.” If we could imagine a tree so foolish, that it was
growing in one place to-day and moving itself off to another to-morrow, and
on the third day climbing a hill to feel how the mountain air would suit it,
and another day going down to the seaside to see what the ocean breezes
would do for it, what would be the end of that tree? Yet some men do this
very thing: they are here and there, and yonder and back again, and they
know not which is gospel, which is revelation, which is speculation, which is
human, which is divine.
pp. 32-33

Patzia says:
Lest his readers entertain any idea that their status in Christ can be treated
with indifference, Paul emphatically reminds them of an important condition
that needs to be kept in mind: if you continue in your faith, established and
firm. Salvation, although a free gift from God, must be kept. Thus those who
have received Christ are admonished to abide or to persevere in Christ (John
8:31; 15:4-7; Acts 14:22; Romans 11:22; 2 John 9).
To counter the threat of their eroding faith and shifting hope, Paul
draws upon building metaphors that, as elsewhere in Scripture, portray
strength, endurance, and security (Matt. 7:24-27; 1 Cor. 3:10-15; Eph. 2:1922; 1 Pet. 2:4-10). The recipients can only have such a foundation,
established and firm, by following in the faith and hope of the gospel that
initially was proclaimed to them as well as to the whole world.
p. 37
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Phillips says:
Now Paul moves on to the demands of Christ. Such monumental
truths demand a response from us. Because Jesus is God and because He,
God incarnate, took our place at Calvary and died, the Just for us the unjust,
to bring us to God (1 Peter 3:18), then no demand that He might make upon
us can be too great. As Isaac Watts put it,
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my heart, my life, my all.
First, the Lord demands a definite loyalty. Paul puts it as a
conditional clause: “If ye continue in the faith. . . .” The word if is used in
various ways in the New Testament. The force of the word is always
determined by the mood of the verb with which it is used. Two Greek words
are used for “if.” One of them can be followed by a verb in the indicative
mood or by a verb in the subjunctive mood; the other can be followed by a
verb in either the indicative, the subjective, or the optative mood. Here the
word for “if” can rightly be rendered “if so be,” and it is followed by a verb in
the indicative mood. In other words, there is no doubt about it. We can
supply the ellipsis: “If ye continue in the faith (which you will assuredly do).”
What we have here, then, is a definite loyalty. Paul is not casting doubt on
our salvation; he is simply saying that a person who is genuinely saved will
most assuredly continue in the faith. It is not a question of “if you do this or
that,” you will be saved; it is a question of “because you are saved,” you will
do this or that.
p. 81

Pickell says:
Reconciliation to God involves all of life and will issue in holiness of conduct
as the believer looks to the hope of the gospel which is the Lord’s return when
salvation shall be consummated. Finally, to encourage the Colossians the
Apostle indicates that this is the true gospel which is preached throughout
the world and which, doubtless, they have received from their faithful
minister Epaphras. Having heard the truth, he implies, there was no reason
for them to turn from it.
p. 39
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Radmacher, Allen & House say:
1:23 if indeed you continue in the faith: The perseverance of the
Colossians was proof of the reconciling work of Christ on their behalf . . .
p. 1563

Robertson says:
So Paul takes the figure of a building and presses home to the Colossians the
importance of firm adherence to the gospel “which you heard.” If you remain
“grounded and firm,” Paul argues. Built on the Rock of ages, Jesus Christ,
the house will stand, as Jesus showed, “for it stood grounded upon the rock”
(Matt. 7:25), not like the house of the foolish man, “without foundation” (Luke
6:49). Thus the Colossians will have “the sure foundation” and also “the
firmness of the structure” (Abbott) that will stand any strain. Once again
Paul gives the negative view of stability, “not constantly shifting” (Lightfoot).
They must not be like a house in a region of earthquakes that is constantly
shaken or on a sandy foundation and constantly changing. The Colossians
must resist all efforts to shake them loose from the solid foundation on Christ
Jesus as Lord and Saviour.
p. 60

Simpson & Bruce say:
This, then, is the prospect which lies before them, provided that they remain
firmly founded and established in their faith. If the Bible teaches the final
perseverance of the saints, it also teaches that the saints the saints are those
who finally persevere—in Christ. Continuance is the test of reality. The
apostle’s language may suggest that his readers’ first enthusiasm was being
dimmed, that they were in danger of shifting from the fixed ground of the
Christian hope. And indeed, to hold fast to hope is throughout the NT an
indispensable condition of attaining the goal of full salvation to be revealed at
the parousia of Christ.
p. 213
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Spurgeon says:
All pardon is provided in the one great sacrifice offered by our bleeding Lord,
who has now gone into the heavens to plead the merit of His blood. Never
take off a fraction from that other part of full salvation, namely, the
possibility and the absolute certainty that every sinful tendency now in your
nature shall be utterly destroyed. There shall remain in you no root of
bitterness, no scar of evil, no footprint of iniquity. There shall be no tinder in
your soul upon which the sparks of temptation can fall, so as to live and make
a flame; and when the prince of this world cometh he shall find nothing in
you. Then you shall enter into your rest eternal; for God keeps not His ripe
wheat in the field, but takes it home when it is once fit to be gathered into
the garner. This is your hope through the gospel: be not moved away from it.
p. 580

Sturz says:
The verbals established and steadfast declare how we are to persist in
“the faith.” The verb translated “established” comes from a Greek one
meaning “to lay a foundation” (Eph. 3:17). The other, steadfast, means “to
remain settled” and “constant” after having been grounded on the Rock . . .
p. 55

Trentham says:
You must continue in the faith. There is but one true faith, once for all
delivered to the saints. You must never alter it. It is the concrete,
immutable deposit of God in history, unalterable and eternally fixed. You
must grow in grace, but the roots of faith from which you grow will remain
the same.
You must remain stable. To be stable means to have a sure
foundation, a house built on a rock. “On Christ the solid Rock, I stand; all
other ground is sinking sand.”
You must be steadfast. To be steadfast means to persistently stand on
the same rock. Persevering faith is the only kind of faith that saves. “He
that endureth to the end shall be saved” (Matt. 10:22). There must be loyalty
to Christ, for loss of loyalty, said Paul, means loss of hope. Peace is the gift of
God’s reconciling grace through the cross of the Redeemer.
p. 83
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Wiersbe says:
Firstborn

“Firstborn over all creation” (Col. 1:15) does not mean Jesus was a created
being and not eternal God, nor does “firstborn from the dead” (v. 18) mean He
was the first one raised from the dead. Firstborn is a term of honor and
means “the highest, of first rank and importance.” Jesus was prior to all
creation (John 1:1-3) and is the highest in creation. He is the highest of all
who were raised from the dead (Rev. 1:17-18).
p. 783

Wuest says:
The word “if” here is not ean, an unfulfilled, hypothetical condition used with
the subjunctive mode, presenting the possibility of a future realization, but ei
with the indicative, having here the idea of “assuming that you continue in
the faith.” That is, continuance in the gospel as it was preached by Paul
would show that the person was saved and thus would be presented holy,
without blemish, and unchargeable before God.
p. 189

Wuest says:
It is the retention of salvation that is in the apostle’s mind, but the possession
of it that would be shown by their continuance in the gospel.
p. 190
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(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts:
Hendrickson. Copyright – Unknown.
Observe the words, “Whose heart the Lord opened.” She did not open her
own heart. Her prayers did not do it; Paul did not do it. The Lord Himself
must open the heart, to receive the things which make for our peace. He
alone can put the key into the hole of the door and open it, and get
admittance for Himself. He is the heart’s master as He is the heart’s maker.
The first outward evidence of the opened heart was obedience. As soon as
Lydia had believed in Jesus, she was baptized. It is a sweet sign of a humble
and broken heart, when the child of God is willing to obey a command which
is not essential to his salvation, which is not forced upon him by a selfish fear
of condemnation, but is a simple act of obedience and of communion with his
Master. The next evidence was love, manifesting itself in acts of grateful
kindness to the apostles. Love to the saints has ever been a mark of the true
convert. Those who do nothing for Christ or His church, give but sorry
evidence of an “opened” heart. Lord, evermore give me an opened heart.
p. 691

(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
When you get cold in your heart, you find it inconvenient to come so far, and
you go to a fashionable place of worship, where your musical tastes can be
gratified. Yes, when grace declines, fancy rules the mind, and love of ease
controls the body, and the soul loses appetite, and grows greedy for empty
phrases, and weary of the Word of God. 2241.59
p. 70
This is the doctrine that we preach; if a man be saved, all the honour is to be
given to Christ; but if a man be lost, all the blame is to be laid upon himself.
You will find all true theology summed up in these two short sentences,
salvation is all of the grace of God, damnation is all of the will of man.
2411.209
pp. 125-6
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
If anybody said he had eternal life and lost it, he would be flatly contradicting
himself. It could not be eternal, or else he must still have it. 2120.691
Further, if Christ had intended to cast us away because of our sins, why did
he ever take us on? 2720. 147
True, we are unworthy, but we always were, and if thou didst want a reason
for leaving us thou hast had ten thousand reasons long ago. 2923.87
pp. 145-6
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v.24 Now I am rejoicing in my sufferings on your behalf, and I am filling up
the things lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for the sake of
His body, which is the church.

The NET Bible translates verse 24:
Now I rejoice in my sufferings for you, and I fill up in my physical
body—for the sake of his body, the church—what is lacking in the
sufferings of Christ.

Peterson paraphrases verse 24:
I want you to know how glad I am that it’s me sitting here in this jail
and not you. There’s a lot of suffering to be entered into in this
world—the kind of suffering Christ takes on. I welcome the chance to
take my share in the church’s part of that suffering.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this next section:
Revelation of the mystery of Christ (1:24-27).

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
This reconciliation by Christ of Jews and Gentiles to God in one body is a
mystery revealed only in Christ. Paul rejoiced that he was able to suffer for
them what was still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions. By this he did
not mean that Christ’s suffering on the cross was insufficient . . . He was
speaking not of salvation but of service. Christ’s suffering alone procures
salvation . . . But it is a believer’s privilege to suffer for Christ . . . The word
“affliction” (thlipsis)—never used in the New Testament of Christ’s death—
means “distress,” “pressure,” or “trouble” (which Paul had plenty of; . . .
Ordinarily it refers to trials in life, not the pains of death. Christ does indeed
continue to suffer when Christians suffer for Him. He asked Saul . . . on the
Damascus Road, “Why do you persecute Me?” . . . Since the church is Christ’s
body, He is affected when it is affected. For the sake of Christ’s body Paul
willingly suffered . . .
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It is an eye-catching sentence when you find JOY and SUFFERING coming
at you at the same time.
Acts 5:40-42 (NASB)
And they took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged
them and ordered them to speak no more in the name of Jesus, and
then released them. So they went on their way from the presence of
the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer
shame for His name. And every day, in the temple and from house to
house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
1 Peter 4:12-13 (NASB)
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which
comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were
happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of
Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you
may rejoice with exultation.
James 1:2-4 (NASB)
Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,
knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let
endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.
Paul, in these brief phrases, tells of his own experience with the Gospel.
Sometime in the PAST he “became a minister.”
Now in verse 24 he speaks of the PRESENT:
“NOW I AM REJOICING IN MY SUFFERINGS ON YOUR BEHALF.”
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Paul’s attitude is the one of “REJOICING” even in the difficult places.
We need to remember that the Apostle is in prison when he writes these
words.
As he was when he wrote:
Philippians 4:4 (NASB)
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!
Philippians 2:17 (NASB)
But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice
and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all.
Paul’s joy was not dependent upon outward circumstances. Outward
pressures only crushed him closer to the heart of God and this can only be
true if we are abiding in Him.
Romans 8:17 (NASB)
and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with
Him.
“I AM FILLING UP THE THINGS LACKING OF THE AFFLICTIONS OF
CHRIST IN MY FLESH.”
This is the SECOND THING that he is doing in relationship to his suffering:
1.

He is “REJOICING” and now he is

2.

“FILLING UP THE THINGS LACKING OF THE
AFFLICTIONS OF CHRIST.”
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What does Paul mean by “FILLING UP THE THINGS LACKING OF THE
AFFLICTIONS OF CHRIST”?
These “SUFFERINGS” which Paul is enduring are also endured by Christ
because of their relationship.
The Apostle will tell us in verse 27 that the “mystery [is] Christ in you, the
hope of glory.”
In the CONVERSION ACCOUNT of the Apostle Paul in Acts 9, the Lord
raises the QUESTION:
Acts 9:4 (NASB)
. . . “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”
In the next verse we read:
Acts 9:5 (NASB)
And he said, “Who art Thou, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom
you are persecuting,
Paul was persecuting the Christians and Christ was suffering with His
saints.

Maclaren states:
Whatsoever pain or trial is born in fellowship with him is felt and born by
him.
(source unknown)
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Acts 9:16 (NASB)
for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.”
Galatians 6:17 (DAV)
As for the rest, let no man furnish me trouble for I am bearing branded
on my body the marks of Jesus.

(Though I Walk Through the Valley by Vance Havner) Old Tappan, NJ:
Fleming H. Revell Co. Copyright - Fleming H. Revell Co., 1864.
Today at lunch a friend of mine told me that Spurgeon said that God is
too good to be unkind, too wise to be mistaken, and when you cannot trace
His hand, you can always trust His heart. I have been through much that I
do not understand. God does not ask me to understand it but to accept it. He
is saying, “What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter”
(John 13:7).
I cannot trace His hand but I can trust His heart. I know that God is
love and back of all His doings is that love. It sent His Son into this world
and reached its climax on Calvary.
p. 89
The Apostle concludes verse 24 with the statement:
“FOR THE SAKE OF HIS BODY, WHICH IS THE CHURCH.”
Back in verse 18 Paul mentions that Christ “is the head of His body, the
church.”
The truth in this verse is:
THE HEAD SUFFERS WITH THE BODY.
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Abbott says:
24-29. The apostle’s own qualification as a minister of this gospel. To
him has been given the privilege of knowing and proclaiming this mystery
which was hidden from former ages, namely, that of Christ dwelling in them.
It is his mission to make this known, and so to admonish and teach that he
may present every man perfect. This he earnestly labours to do through the
power of Christ.
p. 228

Abbott says:
The form of expression, then, need not cause any difficulty. The
question what St. Paul means by calling his own troubles the afflictions of
Christ in his flesh is a different one, and may be answered by saying that
Christ’s afflictions are regarded as the type of all those that are endured by
His followers on behalf of the Church.
p. 232

Anders says:
The Truth about Ministry (vv. 24-29)
SUPPORTING IDEA: Ministry is the hard work of bringing all believers to

maturity in Christ.

1:24-25. In his effort to keep believers from falling prey to the
seductive sounds of false teaching, Paul tells us the truth about authentic
ministry. It involves suffering. It’s aim is maturity. It’s hard work.
p. 285
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Anders says:
Paul was enduring suffering on behalf of Christ. The world hated Jesus
Christ; and now that he is not around to persecute, they persecute his
followers (see John 15:18-21). Paul’s attitude is Jesus took the blows meant
for me; I’ll take the blows meant for him. Suffering brings about an
identification with the Savior that nothing else can (see Phil. 3:10).
Paul endured his sufferings for the sake of the body. Paul was willing
to suffer on behalf of the church because he saw himself as the church’s
servant. God gave him a commission to proclaim the gospel, and suffering
was included with the commission.
p. 285

Barclay says:
To suffer in the service of Christ is not a penalty, it is a privilege and an
honour, for it is sharing in the work of Christ.
p. 151

Barker & Kohlenberger say:
The Ministry of Paul (1:24-2:7)
This passage, which is somewhat parallel to Eph 3:1ff., comes as a sort
of digression. Though decidedly autobiographical, it is not so much concerned
with Paul the man as with the office he filled. In the course of his discussion,
Paul mentions his suffering and its bearing on the Colossians (1:24), his
commission to preach and its implications for them (1:25-29), and his
personal interest in and concern for them (2:1-5). The passage closes with a
direct appeal to the Colossians (2:6-7).
p. 823
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Barker & Kohlenberger say:
“Now” may be both temporal and transitional in force. In its temporal
sense, the word indicates that Paul’s joy and his suffering were both realities
at the time of writing this letter. In its transitional sense, “now” shows that
this paragraph is closely related to the thought of the preceding section.
Looked at in this manner, the term is almost equivalent to “therefore” and
shows that the thought of Christ’s supremacy is a factor in Paul’s ability to
rejoice in the midst of suffering.
p. 823

Barker & Kohlenberger say:
The underlying principle is the believer’s union with Christ. That
union is so intimate—Christ the Head, his people the body—that he suffers
when they suffer (cf. Isa 63:9). His personal sufferings are over, but his
sufferings in his people continue (cf. 2Co 1:5; Php 3:10). Perhaps Paul was
thinking of Christ’s words to him on the Damascus road (Ac 9:4-5). “What is
still lacking” is not an intimation of deficiency in Christ’s own sufferings but
a reference to what is yet lacking in Christ’s suffering in Paul. In his
experience as a prisoner, the apostle was filling up the sum or quota of
suffering yet remaining for him to endure.
p. 824

Calvin says:

And fill up what is wanting. The particle and I understand as
meaning for, for he assigns a reason why he is joyful in his sufferings,
because he is in this thing a partner with Christ, and nothing happier can be
desired than this partnership. He also brings forward a consolation common
to all the pious, that in all tribulations, especially in so far as they suffer
anything for the sake of the gospel, they are partakers of the cross of Christ,
that they may enjoy fellowship with him in a blessed resurrection.
p. 164
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Carson says:
The question arises why Paul introduces the personal element here. The
answer may be that Paul never ceases to wonder at the privilege that has
been given to him of declaring the gospel which he had formerly tried to
destroy.
p. 49

Carson says:
On the other hand, we may take these sufferings as being those which Christ
suffers in Paul because of the mystical union of the apostle with his Saviour.
p. 51

Dunnam says:
Christ lives in the church, in the fellowship of His followers—His body.
He makes our sufferings His own; and as we suffer for the gospel we make
His sufferings our own.
What is lacking in Christ’s affliction has nothing to do with the
limitation of the Cross. He never uses the word “affliction” (thlipsis) to
designate the Crucifixion. The death of Christ for our redemption was
complete, a once-and-for-all, never-to-be-repeated atoning work.
We do not suffer as a repetition of Calvary but as an extension of it—as
an expression of Christ-life which, like our Master, is a cross-life.
p. 358

Eadie says:
The personal sufferings of Jesus are over, but His sufferings in His
people still continue. They are still defective; for much remains to be endured
in this world. The apostle, in suffering for the sake of the church, felt that he
was filling up the measure of those afflictions.
p. 91

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

78

Fergusson says:
6. As the personal sufferings of Christ were for the church’s
redemption, and to satisfy the Father’s justice for the sins of the elect, Acts
xx. 28, which he did completely, John xix. 30; so the sufferings of the saints
are also for the church’s good, though not for her redemption or expiation of
sin, neither in its guilt nor punishment, 1 John i. 7; yet to edify the church by
their example, James v. 10, to comfort her under sufferings, 2 Cor. i. 6, and to
confirm that truth for which they do suffer, Phil. ii. 17. In which respect Paul
affirmeth his afflictions were “for Christ’s body’s sake, which is the church.”
p. 341

Garland says:
Paul recognized that Christ had reigned form a tree on Golgotha and
that God raised him from death. After Jesus’ death and resurrection by God’s
power, the suffering of his followers took on a new dimension of meaning.
Paul understood Christian suffering as a divine necessity (1 Thess. 3:4) in the
apocalyptic struggle between God and evil and as the continuation of the
afflictions Christ himself suffered. He understood that his apostleship
involved “work to be done and sufferings to be borne if the body of Christ is to
be built up and the life of Christ to be diffused to new members.”
p. 128

Gromacki says:

Second, Paul filled up “that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ
in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church.” He thus suffered for the
universal church. The verb (antanaplērō) means “to fill up in the place of.”
Paul was Christ’s substitute. Christ suffered in death to save the church,
and now Paul suffered in life to spare it. The redemptive work was finished
at the cross, so Paul could add nothing to that accomplishment. In fact, the
word “afflictions” (thlipseōn) is never used to describe the sufferings of Christ
on the cross.
Christ said concerning Paul: “For I will shew him how great things he
must suffer for my name’s sake” (Acts 9:16). The apostle counted it a
privilege to suffer for Him whom he once hated (Acts 9:4). Paul underwent
great tribulation in the defense of the spiritual oneness of both Jew and
Gentile in Christ.
p. 81
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Hendriksen says:
Expanding the personal reference begun in verse 23 the apostle continues:
I am now rejoicing amid my sufferings for you. The word now probably refers
to the fact that right at this moment Paul is not making missionary journeys
nor by his presence ministering to the Colossians, as he hopes to do later
(Philem. 22), but is enduring the many details of suffering and hardship—
note the plural “my sufferings”—that pertain to his present imprisonment . . .
p. 86

Hendriksen says:
The apostle is undergoing these hardships in the place of Jesus, since Jesus
himself is no longer here to endure them. Not as if Paul were doing this all
by himself, but he is contributing his share. Other believers contribute
theirs. Paul is also convinced of the fact that his afflictions are being borne
for the benefit of Christ’s glorious body, the church (see above, on verse 18).
He knows that by his calm endurance and clear testimony during trial the
church will be established in the faith.
pp. 86-87
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Hughes says:
Paul explicitly said he rejoiced in his sufferings. From a secularist
perspective, what he says is incomprehensible—“baptized masochism.” But
Romans 5:3 speaks of exulting in tribulation; 1 Peter 4:13 says to suffer and
rejoice; Acts 5:41 tells of the apostles rejoicing that they had been counted
“worthy” to suffer. Paul too rejoiced. But why?
First, because his suffering brought good to the Church. “Now I rejoice
in what was suffered to you and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking . . .
for the sake of his body, which is the church.” Without his willingness to
suffer (described in 2 Corinthians 11, where he listed an amazing catalogue of
miseries he had undergone to bring the gospel to Asia), there would have
been no church. The gospel has always spread through missionary hardship.
But there is something more here, and it is far more subtle: believers grow
through their personal suffering, and the good they receive flows to others—
thus edifying the Church.
John Newton, the author of “Amazing Grace,” said:
God appoints his ministers to be sorely exercised, both from without
and within; that they may sympathize with their flock, and know in
their own hearts the deceitfulness of sin, the infirmities of the flesh,
and the way in which the Lord supports and bears all who trust in
Him.
pp. 44-45

Ironside says:
Another ministry had also been given to him, even that of the
assembly, the Body of Christ. So he goes on to say that he rejoices in
whatever he might be called upon to suffer on behalf of the people of God, as
in doing he was filling up what was lacking of the afflictions of Christ in his
own flesh. That is true of every real servant of God. To such an one the
people of the Lord will ever be precious. And he will realize that in serving
them and enduring trial on their behalf he is ministering in place of his
absent Lord. Christ suffered once for all on the cross to put away sin. His
faithful servants suffer in fellowship with Him for the perfecting of the
saints, “for His Body’s sake, which is the Church.” The more devoted one is
to Christ’s interests down here, during His absence in heaven, the more one
will enter into this phase of suffering. It is godly shepherd-care that he has
in mind; enduring affliction for the blessing of Christ’s beautiful flock.
p. 56
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:
fill up that which is behind—lit., “the deficiencies”—all that are lacking of the
afflictions of Christ (cf. Note, II Cor. 1:5). Christ is “afflicted in all His
people’s afflictions” (Isa. 63:9). “The Church is His body in which He is,
dwells, lives, and therefore also suffers” [VITRINGA]. Christ was destined to
endure certain afflictions in this figurative body, as well as in His literal;
these were “that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ,” which Paul
“filled up.” His own meritorious sufferings in expiation for sin were once for
all completely filled up on the Cross. But His Church (His second Self) has
her whole measure of afflictions fixed. The more Paul, a member, endured,
the less remain for the rest of the Church to endure; the communion of saints
thus giving them an interest in his sufferings.
p. 1318
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King says:

A readiness to suffer, 24. There is something very difficult in this
verse. What does Paul mean by “fill up that which is behind of the afflictions
of CHRIST”? It just cannot mean that the apostle thinks of himself as
supplementing anything lacking in the Saviour’s atoning suffering. That
would be wholly contrary to his teaching about the completeness and
sufficiency of the Calvary offering, as it would also be contrary to the
Master’s own triumphant cry, “It is finished”, John xix. 30. No! Greatly
daring, in the face of the scholars, I am going to venture to say what I think.
May we not paraphrase the verse, “Fulfil what yet remains of the appointed
tale of afflictions that I must suffer for CHRIST’S sake, and for the
advancement of His church”. One cannot help recalling that prognostication
of the Master’s concerning him at the time of his conversion, “I will shew him
how great things he must suffer for My Name’s sake”, Acts ix. 16. Was he,
then, made aware of what was to befall him in the service of the One whose
Name he had so violently persecuted, and which now he was so earnestly to
proclaim? And was he now aware, as he wrote from his imprisonment, that
the limit had not yet been reached? Of all this it is difficult to be sure; but
one thing is quite certain, that this intrepid missionary was ready, even
joyfully ready, to “endure hardness as a good soldier of JESUS CHRIST”,
2 Timothy ii. 3. And yet some of us—weaklings that we are—curl up at the
very thought of what others may think, or say, or do! Is there one of us who
is not amazed at the catalogue of suffering that Paul records in 2 Corinthians
xi. 23-28; and are there not some of us who have almost a feeling of shame
that our allegiance to CHRIST has cost us so little? Are we, then, ready, if
needs be, to suffer for His Name?
pp. 43-44

Lange says:
What befalls His own, the Master accepts as done to Himself (Matt. x. 40-42;
xxv. 31-46). Hate and persecution He had announced to them beforehand
(Jno. xv. 18-21; xvi. 1-4). What the servants suffer is aimed at the Master.
He takes it to Himself. All enemies of the Church are His enemies also, who
shall be put under His feet . . .
p. 34
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Laurin says:
By way of illumination we quote Weymouth’s translation: “Now I can
find joy amid my sufferings for you, and I will fill up in my own person
whatever is lacking in Christ’s afflictions on behalf of his body, the church.”
p. 67

Laurin says:
He is saying that so far as he is concerned he has not as yet reached the
measure of suffering in his flesh that Christ reached in His passion.
p. 68

Lenski says:
Atonement and expiation was complete. That is why Paul calls what is yet
left over literally “what comes behind,” “the afflictions of Christ,” and names
them according to what they are for us, “afflictions.”
All of these leftovers result from the hatred of the world toward the
great substitute and expiator who died on the cross “for our advantage” and
for all who cling to him by faith and follow him.
p. 73

Lightfoot says:
24-27. ‘Now when I see the full oxtent of God’s mercy, now when I
ponder over His mighty work of reconciliation, I cannot choose but rejoice in
my sufferings. Yes, I Paul the persecutor, I Paul the feeble and sinful, am
permitted to supplement—I do not shrink from the word—to supplement the
afflictions of Christ. Despite all that He underwent, He the Master has left
something still for me the servant to undergo. And so my flesh is privileged
to suffer for His body—His spiritual body, the Church.
p. 164
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Lightfoot says:
A sudden outburst of thanksgiving, that he, who was less than the least, who
was not worthy to be called an Apostle, should be allowed to share and even
to supplement the sufferings of Christ.
p. 164

Lovett says:
24. You know, that my sufferings are for your sake. But I don’t say that to
sadden you. Actually I am glad about them. For it is by means of my
suffering that I contribute my share of what remains of Christ’s suffering in
His body, the church.
p. 173

Lovett says:
REMAINS. Step on a man’s toe. Watch his face! The pain is expressed
there. The connection of Christ the Head, and His body, the church, is so
close that any suffering in the body registers in the Head. The agony of the
Gospel didn’t stop with Jesus’ death, for the world continues to hate His body
as it hated Him. His suffering is extended in the lives of those who minister.
Even as the apostle writes, iron bites into his wrist. His life is in danger, yet
he rejoices. He is following in the steps of His Master—a glory in itself!
p. 174

MacArthur says:

fill up . . . what is lacking. Paul was experiencing the persecution intended

for Christ. In spite of His death on the Cross, Christ’s enemies had not
gotten their fill of inflicting injury on Him. So they turned their hatred on
those who preached the gospel (cf. John 15:18, 24; 16:1-3). It was in that
sense that Paul filled up what was lacking in Christ’s afflictions . . . the sake
of His body. Paul’s motivation for enduring suffering was to benefit and build
Christ’s church.
p. 1736
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McGee says:
Let me give you a free translation of this verse. “Now I, Paul, rejoice in
the midst of my sufferings for you, and I am filling up in my flesh that which
is lacking of the afflictions of Christ for His body’s sake, which is the church.”
Paul is saying here that it was necessary for him to fill up in suffering that
which was lacking in the suffering of Christ. Isn’t that a startling statement?
Someone will say, “Doesn’t that contradict what you have been teaching all
along? You say Christ suffered for us and paid the penalty and there is
nothing we can do for salvation.” That is very true, and this verse does not
contradict that at all.
Paul was suffering in his body for the sake of Christ’s body.
p. 343

Melick says:
TO COMPLETE THE AFFLICTIONS OF CHRIST (1:24). 1:24 The first aspect
of Paul’s ministry involved suffering. Perhaps Paul reflected here on the
words of explanation at his conversion experience. God told Ananias that
Paul would learn how many things he must suffer for Christ’s sake (Acts
9:16). From the beginning of his ministry, Paul and others knew that unique
suffering would be his lot. That knowledge came through direct revelation
from God. Perhaps, further, Paul reflected on the fulfillment of that
prediction in the various experiences of suffering in his ministry. Even at the
time of writing, Paul was suffering in house arrest for the sake of Gentile
churches. In a unique way, the apostle was granted the privilege of suffering
for the Messiah.
p. 237
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Moule says:
. . . now I am rejoicing in these . . . sufferings on your behalf, sufferings of
unjust bonds and prison, necessitated by my labour and witness for you, as
for all my converts; and I realize with gladness that I am filling up, as
required . . . with an endurance correspondent to the Master’s and the work’s
demand, what is lacking of the afflictions, the tribulation-toils, of our . . .
Christ, toils begun by the Head, the supreme “Apostle of our profession,” and
left to be completed by the members through whom He works; thus toiling in
my flesh, in the willing use and exposure of my human faculties and energies,
on behalf of His body, which is the Church, inestimably dear to me for the
sake of its glorious Head.
pp. 99-100

O’Brien says:
By filling up what was lacking of a predetermined measure of afflictions
which the righteous must endure, Paul also reduces the tribulations other
believers, especially these Gentile Christians at Colossae, are to experience.
The more of these sufferings he personally absorbed, as he went about
preaching the gospel, the less would remain for his fellow Christians to
endure.
Though presently exalted in heaven Christ continues to suffer in his
members, and not least in Paul himself. This was driven home to him on the
Damascus road when Christ said to him: “Why do you persecute me?” (Acts
9:4). Up until this moment, Paul had been actively engaged in making Christ
suffer in the person of his followers in Judea. But from now on he would
suffer for Christ’s sake.
p. 80

Patrick & Lowth say:
. . . The afflictions of Christ.] Christ having told us that what was done to his
members is done to him, Matt. xxv. 40. 45, the afflictions of his members are
styled “the persecutions and afflictions of Christ,” Acts ix. 4, 5.
p. 783
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Patzia says:
Paul’s sufferings for the church, therefore, could be viewed as the sufferings
of Christ himself, but through a member of his mystical body.
p. 41

Phillips says:
Thus, Christ’s sufferings are of two kinds. Christ has suffered for our
sins. That suffering took place on the Cross, and that suffering is over
forever. He died. He rose again. He ascended on high. Now Christ suffers
with His saints, and that suffering goes on and on. Christ suffered for our
sins; that was redemptive suffering. Christ suffers with His saints; that is
responsive suffering.
p. 88

Radmacher, Allen & House say:
In this verse, Paul is not saying that Christ’s death was insufficient (2:11-15)
or that somehow he was a coredeemer with Christ. Paul is making the point
that a Christian will endure the sufferings that Christ would be enduring if
He were still in the world (2 Cor. 1:5; 4:11). Christ had told His disciples that
if the world hated Him it would hate His followers. If people persecuted Him
they would persecute His followers (John 15:19, 20). Paul believed he was
suffering the afflictions God wanted him to endure. Instead of facing his
difficulties with dread, Paul saw his troubles as a time of joy (Rom. 8:17; Phil.
1:29; 1 Thess. 1:6; 2:2; 3:3-5; 2 Tim. 3:12), because they were producing an
eternal reward (2 Cor. 4:17).
p. 1563

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

88

Robertson says:
“Now I rejoice in my sufferings in behalf of you.” The “now” is not
merely transitional but temporal and emphatic, “now with the chains round
my wrist” (Eadie). It is “a sudden outburst of thanksgiving, that he, who was
less than the least, who was not worthy to be called an Apostle, should be
allowed to share and even to supplement the sufferings of Christ” (Lightfoot).
Whatever repinings may have come to Paul, as they do come to most
ministers (for instance, to John the Baptist in prison), he has now only joy,
“now when I see all the glory of bearing a part in this magnificent work”
(Lightfoot). Paul had urged the Roman Christians to “glory in tribulations”
(Rom. 5:3). He did not pose as a martyr or exult because of the sufferings
that came to him (as Haupt argues), but he had learned how to find joy in
Christ whatever misfortunes befell him in the line of his duty.
p. 63

Simpson & Bruce say:
Paul’s introductory expression of thanks now passes into an account of his
own spiritual exercise in relation to the people whom he is addressing.
The hardships which he endures in the course of his apostolic service
are endured for their sakes. And he could even rejoice in these hardships,
because of the advantage that accrued through them to his converts (whether
their conversion was due to his direct witness or, like that of the Colossians,
to the witness of one of his colleagues). For he realized that by bearing
hardship on behalf of the people of Christ, he was entering into the fellowship
of Christ’s sufferings—a fellowship which, as he told his friends at Philippi,
he desired to now more fully. “In my own person”, he says, “I am filling up
those afflictions of Christ which have yet to be endured on behalf of His body,
the church.”
pp. 214-15
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Simpson & Bruce say:
But in the sense which Paul intends here, Christ continues to suffer in
His members, and not least in Paul himself. This truth was impressed on
Paul’s mind in the very moment of his conversion, when he heard the voice of
Christ say: “Why persecutes thou me?” Up to that moment, Paul had been
actively engaged in making Christ suffer in the person of His followers in
Judaea; from that time forth, he experienced in his own flesh the fulfillment
of the words of Christ to Ananias: “I will show him how many things he must
suffer for my name’s sake” (Acts 9:16). To suffer for the sake of the name of
Christ and to suffer on behalf of His body which is the church are two
expressions that mean the same thing. And as Christ Himself suffers in His
members, this suffering of theirs may be regarded as a filling up of Christ’s
personal suffering.
There may be the further thought here that Paul’s own endurance of
hardship in the cause of Christ may relief his converts and other members of
the body of Christ of part of the suffering that would otherwise fall to their
lot. So conscious was Paul of the special significance of his vocation to service
and suffering.
pp. 216-17

Trentham says:
No one moves through life hopping from mountain peak to mountain
peak of joy without at times descending into the vale of tears and the moors
of suffering. The important question is: Do we allow our pain to purify and
perfect us or to embitter and estrange us from God and man? As we sail the
sea of life, we often encounter the storms.
p. 84
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Trentham says:
Paul knew that the servant is not greater than his Lord. If a hostile
world hounded the Master to his death, if the Lord of glory had to be laid in a
tomb where for the first time in thirty-three years the cruel world ceased to
torment him, what grounds has any Christian for believing that he will pass
through life on flowery beds of ease? How poignant is the stanza we should
sing with real comprehension:

p. 86

Must I be carried through the skies
On flow’ry beds of ease,
While others fought to win the prize
And sailed thro’ bloody seas?
ISAAC WATTS

Wiersbe says:

Thanksgiving
Note the emphasis on thanksgiving in Colossians (1:3, 12; 2:7; 3:17; 4:2). The
more wonderful we see Jesus to be, the more we will be grateful to God for
Him and His blessings.
p. 783
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Wuest says:
I now am rejoicing in my sufferings on your behalf, and on my part am
filling up the things lacking of the afflictions of the Christ in my flesh for the
sake of His Body which is the Church, of which I became a servant according
to the stewardship of God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of
God, the mystery which has been kept hidden from the ages and from the
generations, but now was made known to His saints, to whom God desired to
make known in an experiential way what is the wealth of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of the glory,
whom we are constantly announcing, admonishing every man and instructing
every man in every wisdom in order that we may present every man
spiritually mature in Christ Jesus, to which end also I am constantly laboring
to the point of exhaustion, engaging in a contest in which I am controlled by
His energy which operates in me in power.
pp. 34-35

Wuest says:
“Now” is nun, and Vincent says: “Now is temporal: in the midst of my
imprisonment and sufferings, after having become a minister of the gospel,
and having peached it.” Lightfoot says; “The underlying nun (now) seems to
be this: ‘If ever I have been disposed to repine at my lot, if ever I have felt my
cross almost too heavy to bear, yet now, —now, when I contemplate the
lavish wealth of God’s mercy—now when I see all the glory of bearing a part
in this magnificent work—my sorrow is turned into joy.”
p. 191

Wuest says:
Thus, all the saints down the ages are partakers of these sufferings when
they are faithful to the obligation they have of preaching the Word.
p. 192
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(Voices From the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings edited by Richard
Rushing. Carlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright – Richard
Rushing, 2009.
But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings,
that you may also rejoice and be glad
when his glory is revealed.

I Peter 4:13

Our own sufferings give us a partial insight into the sufferings of
Christ Jesus. In our prosperity we pass by the cross. The story of Christ’s
passion stirs our hearts for him, but the pity and passion are quickly gone.
But let God pinch our flesh with some sore affliction, fill our bones with pain,
and set us on fire with a burning fever; let our feet be hurt in stocks, and iron
enters our souls. We look upon him they have pierced and say: ‘If the chips of
the cross are this heavy, what was the cross itself? If my bodily pains are so
bitter, what were the agonies the Lord sustained in his soul? If the wrath of
man is so piercing, what must the wrath of God be?’ Is it a heart-piercing
affliction to be deserted by friends? What was it then for the Son of God’s
love to be deserted by his Father? Is a chain so heavy, a prison so loathsome,
and the sentence of death so dreadful? O what was it for him who made
heaven and earth to be bound, mocked, abused, spit upon, buffeted, reviled,
cast into prison, arraigned, condemned, and executed in a most shameful and
accursed manner! O what was it for him to endure all this contradiction of
sinners, the rage of the devil, and wrath of God, to cry out, ‘My God, my God,
why have you forsake me? He had done no violence, nor was any deceit found
in his mouth. Blessed be God, my prison is not hell, my burnings are not
unquenchable flames, my cup is not filled with wrath, and I am delivered
from the wrath to come! By our sharing the remainders of his cross, which he
has bequeathed to us as a legacy, we may come in some measure to
understand the sufferings of Christ, or at least by comparing our sufferings of
such vast disproportion to his, we are able to guess at what we cannot
understand.
THOMAS CASE, Select Works, A Treatise of Afflictions, pp. 73-75
p. 188
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
CURIOSITY 40
Many are a great deal worried by curiosity. I have sometimes wanted to
know why the Lord does this and that with me. Blessed be his name, I am
resolved not to question him any more in that fashion. Somebody prayed the
other day that I might see the reason why the Lord has lately afflicted me. I
hope the brother will not pray that any more, for I do not want to know the
Lord’s reasons—why should I? I know he has done right, and I will not
dishonour him by catechising him and wanting him to explain himself to a
poor woman. 1343.155
p. 102

(Embraced by the Spirit: The Untold Blessings of Intimacy with God by
Charles R. Swindoll) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright–
Charles R. Swindoll, 2010.
David the psalmist once wrote,
Before I was afflicted I went astray,
But now I keep Your word. . . .
It is good for me that I was afflicted,
That I may learn Your statutes. . . .
I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are righteous
And that in faithfulness You have afflicted me.
(Ps. 119:67, 71, 75)
David admitted that a much greater desire to obey (v. 67), a much
more teachable spirit (v. 71), and a much less arrogant attitude (v. 75) were
now his to claim, thanks to prolonged affliction.
pp. 186-7
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(Second-Mile People by Isobel Kuhn) Singapore: OMF International.
Copyright– OMF International, 2008.
‘Why should I start at the plough of my Lord, that maketh deep
furrows on my soul?’ cried out the valiant Rutherford, in days of longforgotten suffering. ‘I know He is no idle husbandman; he purposeth a crop.’
p. 119

(A Place of Healing: Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and
God’s Sovereignty by Joni Eareckson Tada) Colorado Springs, CO:
David C. Cook. Copyright– Joni Eareckson Tada, 2010.
No . . . let me amend that. Bringing honor to the name of my Savior
and King is uppermost, whether He chooses to give me relief now or just
around the corner in His Father’s house. Either way, He will help me and
save me and, yes, crown me with joy.
Just as He always has.
p. 20

(The Best of A. W. Tozer: Book 2 compiled by Warren W. Wiersbe) Camp
Hill, PA: Wing Spread Publishers. Copyright– Zur Ltd., 1980, 2000.
If the Spirit takes charge of your life, He will expect unquestioning obedience
in everything. He will not tolerate in you the self-sins even though they are
permitted and excused by most Christians. By the self-sins I mean self-love,
self-pity, self-seeking, self-confidence, self-righteousness, selfaggrandizement, self-defense. You will find the Spirit to be in sharp
opposition to the easy ways of the world and of the mixed multitude within
the precincts of religion. He will be jealous over you for good. He will not
allow you to boast or swagger or show off. He will take the direction of your
life away from you. He will reserve the right to test you, to discipline you, to
chasten you for your soul’s sake. He may strip you of many of the borderline
pleasures which other Christians enjoy but which are to you a source of
refined evil. Through it all He will enfold you in a love so vast, so mighty, so
all-embracing, so wondrous, that your very losses will seem like gains and
your small pains like pleasures.
pp. 76-77
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
Some of you people of God, when you get bitter waters, want to throw them
away. Do not throw a drop of it away, for that is the water you have yet to
drink. Accept your afflictions. They are a part of your education. 2301.150
p. 3

(Between a Rock and a Grace Place: Divine Surprises in the Tight Spots of
Life by Carol Kent) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Carol
Kent, 2010.
Thanksgiving puts power into living, because it opens the generators of the
heart to respond gratefully, to receive joyfully, and to react creatively.
C. Neil Strait
p. 87

(Embracing Brokenness: How God Refines Us Through Life’s
Disappointments by Alan E. Nelson) Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress.
Copyright – Alan E. Nelson, 2002.
Phil Yancey gives an example of this as he discusses our typically negative
view of suffering: “It is an interruption of health, an unwelcome break in our
pursuit of life, liberty, and happiness. Visit any card shop and you will get
the message unmistakably. All that we can wish for suffering people is that
they ‘Get well!’ But as one woman with terminal cancer told me, ‘None of
those cards apply to the people in my ward. None of us will get well. We’re
all going to die here. To the rest of the world, that makes us invalids.’ Think
about that word. Not valid.”1
1. Philip Yancey, Christianity Today (September 8, 1989), p. 25.

p. 61
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COUNT IT ALL JOY
A pastor placed this sign on his door: “If you have problems, come in
and tell me all about them. If you don’t have any problems, come in and tell
me how you avoid them.”
What do we do when problems come unannounced and with great
intensity? James told us to “count it all joy,” because trials do not happen
without a reason. He said, “The testing of your faith produces patience. But
let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete”
(James 1:3-4). Armed with this understanding, our prayer changes from
asking God “why” to thanking Him for what He is doing.
Having endured many trials and facing a new struggle with cancer,
Our Daily Bread author Joanie Yoder shared her thoughts in a letter: “I have
relinquished my destiny to God’s will. Nothing, praise God, not even cancer,
can thwart His will. I may have cancer, but cancer doesn’t have me—God
alone has me. So in this light, I would value your prayers that Christ may be
magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.”
Trials are unavoidable and unpredictable, and they come in an
unimaginable variety. Knowing that our sovereign God will walk with us
and use trials to deepen our maturity, we can count them “all joy.”

Heavenly peace, divinest comfort,
Here by faith in Him to dwell!
For I know, whatever befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well. —Crosby
We can endure trials in this life
(From Our Daily Bread, Tuesday, August 9, 2005)
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(Choosing Gratitude: Your Journey to Joy by Nancy Leigh DeMoss with
Lawrence Kimbrough) Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright– Nancy Leigh
DeMoss, 2009.
Scottish preacher George Matheson (1842-1906) began losing his
eyesight in late adolescence for no apparent reason. By age twenty he was
totally blind, as a result of which his fiancée broke off their engagement. He
struggled for many long months with a broken heart, wrestling with
unanswered questions. The whole experience drove him nearly to despair
and he was tempted to quit the ministry altogether. Yet ultimately he came
to the place where he could say:

p. 128

My God, I have never thanked you for my thorn! I have thanked you a
thousand times for my roses, but never once for my thorn. Teach me
the glory of the cross I bear; teach me the value of my thorns. Show
me that I have climbed to you by the path of pain. Show me that my
tears have made my rainbow.
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(A Gift of Joy by Nancé Wilson) Dos Diegos Press. Copyright – Nancé Wilson,
2010.

p. 25

Lord,
In responding negatively to hurt,
I’ve closed so many doors
Still open to me;
I’ve nursed the hurt and wanted only
My way to use
My time—doing
My thing—for
My reasons
I’ve shut You and Your people out
And refused to be consoled.
Forgive me, Lord
For failure to see my life and my future
with Your eyes.
Like a negative that needs to be developed,
I’ve seen
Black as white
Light as dark
Faces undefined
And colorless.
Sink me, Jesus
Into your developing solution
That I may see clearly
Your picture
Your hope
Your light
Your life for me.
I need you, Lord—
Amen
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v.25 Of which I became a servant according to the stewardship of God which
was given to me for you to fulfill the word of God,

The NET Bible translates verse 25:
I became a servant of the church according to the stewardship from
God—given to me for you—in order to complete the word of God,

Peterson paraphrases verse 25:
When I became a servant in this church, I experienced this suffering as
a sheer gift, God’s way of helping me serve you, laying out the whole
truth.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
He was a God-ordained servant of the precious truth of the Word of God in its
fullness . . . The Colossian heresy boasted of a “fullness” of knowledge
possible only through their mystical experience. But Paul declared that the
fullness of the mystery is found only in Christ.
He became a MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL in verse 23.
Here in verse 25 he “BECAME A SERVANT” of the church—which is His
body.
In the plan of God, for the life of the Apostle Paul, there was included the
stewardship of being a servant. This stewardship of being a servant was
given to the Apostle for the Colossian Christian’s benefit to fulfill the Word of
God.
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A. T. Robertson says of this phrase:
. . . a fine phrase for a God-called preacher, to fill full or to give full scope to
the Word of God.
p. 484
Paul has described his ministry in THREE WAYS:
1.

SUFFERING,

2.

SERVING, and

3.

SPEAKING.

Barker & Kohlenberger say:
A Ministry of Preaching (1:25-29)
A second feature of Paul’s ministry was the proclamation of God’s
message. His statement concerning this is of great value to all who wish a
better understanding of preaching. The thought revolves around four
conceptions: Paul’s appointment to the office of preacher (v.25a), the message
he preached (vv.25b-28a), the method he employed (v.28b), and his ultimate
aim (vv.28c-29).
p. 824
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C. Henry says:
Paul has described himself as a minister (that is, servant) of the
Gospel. This involves him in suffering, but he rejoices in it. It is his privilege
in this way to complete what Christ began in His Passion. This does not
mean that Paul’s sufferings are in any way atoning; Christ’s sufferings are
never described by the word used here of Paul. But Christ suffered to bring
men salvation, and Paul is allowed to suffer that men may hear the Gospel
and come to salvation. Paul likens his work to a “dispensation” (KJV) or
“office” (RSV), the word denoting the oversight of a large estate exercised by a
trusted slave. It includes an important commission, a measure of freedom in
discharging it, and responsibility to the owner. The “mystery” (revealed
secret) of how men are saved was never known before, but Christians are now
able to proclaim it.
p. 325

MacArthur says:

to fulfill the word of God. This refers to Paul’s single-minded devotion to

completely fulfill the ministry God gave him to preach the whole counsel of
God to those to whom God sent him (Acts 20:27; 2 Tim. 4:7).
p. 1736

(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
If I had never joined a church till I had found one that was perfect, I should
never had joined one at all; and the moment I did join it, if I had found one, I
should have spoiled it, for it would not have been a perfect church after I had
become a member of it. Still, imperfect as it is, it is the dearest place on
earth to us. 2234.633
p. 74
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
A church may have a very short muster-roll, and yet it may be very dear to
God, who thinks more of quality than of quantity, more of obedience than of
numbers. 1814.673
p. 78
You cannot be Christ’s servant if you are not willing to follow him, cross and
all. What do you crave? A crown? Then it must be a crown of thorns if you
are to be like him. Do you want to be lifted up? So you shall, but it will be
upon a cross. 2874.124
p. 121
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SERVE HIM TODAY
Most of us have wanted something so badly that even though we knew
it was wrong, we plunged after it anyway. Later we have felt sorrow for our
spiritual stubbornness and stupidity. In the aftermath of willfully disobeying
God, we may become angry with ourselves, numbed by regret, or resigned to
the consequences of our foolish mistake. But there is another choice.
When the people of Israel insisted on having a king despite the
warnings of Samuel the prophet (1 Sam. 8:4-9), God allowed them to have
their way. But when they realized the tragic results of their choice, they
asked for Samuel’s help and prayers (12:19). Samuel told the people, “Do not
fear. You have done all this wickedness; yet do not turn aside from following
the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart” (12:20).
We can’t undo yesterday, but we can act today to influence tomorrow.
Samuel promised to pray for them and teach them the right way. He urged
them, “Only fear the Lord, and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for
consider what great things He has done for you” (v. 24).
God invites us to serve Him today, humbly acknowledging His
forgiveness and His faithfulness.

Sins confessed you must forget;
Look not back to yesterday—
Full of failure and regret;
Look ahead and seek God’s way. —D. De Haan
Don’t let yesterday’s failures
bankrupt tomorrow’s efforts.
(From Our Daily Bread, Wednesday, March 30, 2011)
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(199 Treasures of Wisdom on Talking with God compiled from the writings of
Andrew Murray) Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. Copyright– Barbour
Publishing, Inc., 2007.
In prayer, I am to be led by the Spirit every day and every hour.
(Quote 135)
Through prayer, God lovingly reveals areas in our lives that need to change.
(Quote 136)

(Winning with People by John C. Maxwell) Nashville, TN: Nelson Books /
Thomas Nelson Publishers. Copyright – John C. Maxwell, 2004.

No man can live happily who regards himself alone;
who turns everything to his own advantage.
You must live for others if you wish to live for yourself.
p. 174

—SENECA
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v.26 the mystery which has been hidden from the ages and from the
generations; but now made known to His saints,

The NET Bible translates verse 26:
that is, the mystery that has been kept hidden from ages and
generations, but has now been revealed to his saints.

Peterson paraphrases verse 26:
This mystery has been kept in the dark for a long time, but now it’s out
in the open.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
By “mystery” he meant something once concealed but then revealed. This
contrasted with the Colossian heretics’ notion that a mystery was a secret
teaching known only to an exclusive group and unknown to the masses. The
church was unknown in the Old Testament because it had been kept hidden
for ages and generations. In fact, said Paul, it is only now disclosed to the
saints. Since the church is Christ’s body, resulting from His death on the
cross, it could not possibly have been in existence in the Old Testament.
Indeed, Jesus, when on earth, said it was yet future . . . Since the church is
Christ’s body, welded together by the baptism of the Holy Spirit . . . the
church’s birthday occurred when this baptism took place . . . Soon Saul
recognized that this mysterious body of Christ, the church, was in existence
and that he was persecuting it . . .
The “mystery” of the church, however, does not mean that Gentile
salvation and blessing was unforeseen before Christ . . . The mystery was not
that Gentiles would be saved but how they could be “fellow-heirs” . . . on the
same level with Jews, with no middle wall of partition between them . . . In
the Old Testament Gentiles who believed and became a part of Judaism were
still considered lower than Jews. This special union in which there “is
neither Jew nor Greek” . . . was nonexistent before Christ died and the Spirit
descended to baptize all believers into this new body.
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What does the Apostle mean by the term “MYSTERY”?
We look on the word “MYSTERY” as something that was NOT REVEALED
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, but has now been revealed as a result of a
revelation from God.
Ephesians 3:7 (TLB)
God has given me the wonderful privilege of telling everyone about this
plan of his; and he has given me his power and special ability to do it
well.
“THE MYSTERY” will be defined for us in verse 27.
1 Corinthians 2:7 (NASB)
but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which
God predestined before the ages to our glory;
“THE MYSTERY” as it is expanded in Ephesians is the fact that the Lord is
planning on forming a body—called His church—made up of anyone who
comes to know Jesus Christ as Savior, whether they be Jews or Gentiles.
They are going to be fellow-heirs of the same body and partakers of His
promises by the Gospel.

Barker & Kohlenberger say:
. . . a “mystery” (GK 3696), a word used in the NT of truth undiscoverable
except by divine revelation (cf. 1Co 2:6ff.; 14:51); i.e., it denotes something
that, though once a secret, has now been fully revealed in the Gospel. In
Ephesians it is used six times—more often than in any other book of the NT:
in 1:9, where it refers to the mystery of God’s dealing with the world; . . .
p. 825
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MacArthur says:
This refers to truth, hidden until now, but revealed for the first time to the
saints in the NT. Such truth includes the mystery of the incarnate God (2:2,
3, 9), Israel’s unbelief (Rom. 11:25), lawlessness (2 Thess. 2:7), the unity of
Jew and Gentile made one in the church (Eph. 3:3-6), and the Rapture of the
church (1 Cor. 15:51). In this passage, the mystery is specifically identified in
verse 27.
p. 1737

(Majestic Destiny: Kingdom Hope is Rising by Curtis H. Tucker) Redmond,
OR: Last Chapter Publishing. Copyright– Curtis H. Tucker, 2011.
With proper use of the principles of interpretation we can conclude:
•

The mysteries are truths about the literal kingdom of Messiah, which
were not previously discussed in the Old Testament.

•

Jesus is not teaching a new form of the kingdom, He is giving more
information about the kingdom being offered and is certain to come.

•

The mysteries were given to the disciples to be understood and applied
to their lives prior to the inception of the church and the principles will
be applicable even after the church is gone; until “the end of the age.”

p. 162
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v.27 to whom God desired to make known what is the wealth of the glory of
this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory.

The NET Bible translates verse 27:
God wanted to make known to them the glorious riches of this mystery
among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Peterson paraphrases verse 27:
God wanted everyone, not just Jews, to know this rich and glorious
secret inside and out, regardless of their background, regardless of
their religious standing. The mystery in a nutshell is just this: Christ
is in you, so therefore you can look forward to sharing in God’s glory.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
God has chosen to make known this mystery to New Testament saints. He
willed in His sovereign mercy to reveal His eternal purpose with all its
glorious riches . . . The amazing thing is that this is now revealed among the
Gentiles, whereas previously God’s special revelation was to the Jews
. . . Now those “who once were far away have been brought near through the
blood of Christ” . . . Those “without hope and without God” . . . have been
given a glorious hope which is Christ in you . . . Because of “the glorious
riches” (lit., “the riches of the glory”), believers are indwelt by Christ, the
hope of glory. They are thus “in Christ” . . . and Christ is in them . . . Because
of Christ, believers look forward to sharing His glory . . .
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“The mystery” is a PERSON and it is our living, glorified Savior Jesus Christ.
He is mentioned FOURTEEN TIMES in these verses we are considering
together.
“TO WHOM” refers us BACK to “His saints” in the previous verse.
The “MYSTERY” is the GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL which the Gentiles
needed to hear that they are going to be also fellow-heirs in this new body,
the church.
“[THE] MYSTERY . . . IS CHRIST IN YOU, THE HOPE OF GLORY.”
Galatians 4:19 (NASB)
My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in
you
Galatians 2:20 (NASB)
“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.

Martin Luther said:
Faith connects you so intimately with Christ, that he in you become as it
were one person. As such you may boldly say, I am now one with Christ.
(source unknown)
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Ian Thomas says:
To be in Christ that is redemption, but for Christ to be in you that is
sanctification. To be in Christ that makes you fit for heaven, but for Christ to
be in you that makes you fit for earth. To be in Christ that changes your
destination, but for Christ to be in you that changes your destiny.
(source unknown)

William Culbertson agrees when he said:
Here is the great principle of life, which sets forth the potential of all
Christian living; namely, Christ lives in the believer, his resources are our
resources, his power is most surely at our disposal.
(source unknown)
It is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Our hope of glory resides in a Person
who resides within us.

Radmacher, Allen & House say:
The mystery referred to in these verses is similar to the mystery spoken of in
Eph. 3:8-10. In Greek pagan religions, a mystery was a secret teaching
reserved for a few spiritual teachers who had been initiated into an inner
circle. Paul uses the word to refer to knowledge that had been “hidden from
the ages and generations” (2:2, 4:3; 1 Cor. 2:7; 4:1; Eph. 3:4, 9; 5:32; 6:19;
1 Tim. 3:9, 16), but was now being revealed by God. The Lord had revealed
this mystery to Paul and called him to be a steward of it (Eph. 3:5). The
mystery is that Christ now lives within Gentile believers: Christ in you, the
hope of glory. This is in harmony with Ephesians. In that letter, Paul states
that the mystery is the union of Jews and Gentiles in one body, Christ’s
church (Eph. 3:6).
p. 1564
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Spurgeon says:
THE gospel is the grand secret: the mystery of mysteries. It was
hidden from ages and from generations, but is now made manifest to the
saints. To the mass of mankind it was utterly unknown; and the chosen
people, who saw something of it, only perceived it dimly through the smoke of
sacrifices and the veil of types. It remained a mystery which wit could not
guess nor invention unravel; and it must for ever have continued a secret had
not God in His infinite mercy been pleased to reveal it by the Holy Ghost.
p. 585

(Majestic Destiny: Kingdom Hope is Rising by Curtis H. Tucker) Redmond,
OR: Last Chapter Publishing. Copyright– Curtis H. Tucker, 2011.
And for many people heaven is like a fog. As Bruce Wilkinson states,
“If you are like most people you picture eternity [heaven] somewhat like a
West Texas highway—flat, long and monotonous.”5
5 Bruce Wilkinson, A Life God Rewards (Sisters, Ore.: Multnomah Publishers, 2002), 19.

p. 28
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v.28 Whom we are proclaiming, admonishing every man and teaching every
man in all wisdom, in order that we may present every man mature in
Christ.

The NET Bible translates verse 28:
We proclaim him by instructing and teaching all people with all
wisdom so that we may present every person mature in Christ.

Peterson paraphrases verse 28:
It’s that simple. That is the substance of our Message. We preach
Christ, warning people not to add to the Message. We teach in a spirit
of profound common sense so that we can bring each person to
maturity. To be mature is to be basic. Christ! No more, no less.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these last two verses in Colossians
1:

Perfection in Christ (1:28-29).

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says:
Paul, in proclaiming this Christ who now also dwells in Gentile believers was
admonishing . . . “counseling”) and teaching . . . “instructing”) everyone . . .
No doubt he did this “admonishing” and instructing because of the false
teaching about Christ in Colosse. He did so wisely . . . since his purpose was
not to drive them into the hands of the heretics but to present everyone
perfect . . . “mature”; cf. James 1:4) in Christ. Paul was interested in
believers not remaining spiritual babies . . . but in becoming spiritually
mature . . . Elsewhere Paul prayed for complete sanctification of believers (1
Thes. 5:23). Paul preached the “fullness” of the gospel so that believers could
have the fullness of life Jesus promised . . .
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There are THREE KEY WORDS to describe Paul’s ministry:
1.

“PROCLAIMING,”

2.

“ADMONISHING,” and

3.

“TEACHING.”

At the conclusion of the verse he gives you his PURPOSE:
“WE MAY PRESENT EVERY MAN MATURE IN CHRIST.”
Verse 28 is our KEY VERSE for this study:
MATURING IN CHRIST.
It is stated in our KEY PHRASE which is the PURPOSE CLAUSE at the end
of verse 28:
“IN ORDER THAT WE MAY PRESENT EVERY MAN MATURE IN
CHRIST.”
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NASB)
But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory,
just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
Ephesians 4:15 (NASB)
but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into
Him, who is the head, even Christ,
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1 John 3:2 (NASB)
Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet
what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like
Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.
I have chosen this as the KEY VERSE for:
STAGE #4: MATURING IN CHRIST
It is not only the Apostle’s desire that we come to know Christ and that
Christ begins to live in us, but as a result of the living union with Christ we
begin to mature and develop more like Jesus Christ.
The word “WHOM” refers to Christ:
It is Christ in you that “WE ARE PROCLAIMING.”
It is Christ in you that we are using as a basis to be “ADMONISHING
EVERY MAN.”
It is Christ in you that we are “TEACHING EVERY MAN IN ALL
WISDOM.”
The PURPOSE in doing all of this is:
“IN ORDER THAT WE MAY PRESENT EVERY MAN MATURE IN
CHRIST.”
The PUBLIC MINISTRY of the Apostle Paul centers around these THREE
WORDS:
1.

“PROCLAIMING,”

2.

“ADMONISHING,” and

3.

“TEACHING.”

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

115

His GOAL AND OBJECTIVE in all of this is to:
“PRESENT EVERY MAN MATURE IN CHRIST.”
A man becomes SPIRITUAL when he receives the Lord Jesus Christ as his
Savior. He only becomes MATURE through the process of time and
experience.
At the point of our salvation we are placed in the body of Christ and indwelt
by the Holy Spirit and given a new nature. From this vital relationship we
now have the privilege of fellowship with the Father through reading His
Word and communing with Him on a daily basis.
It is through this process that men and women’s lives are changed as they
move toward maturity.
It was the Lord who said to Peter:
“You are and you shall be. A man moving from shifting sand into a
stable rock.”
Of the APOSTLE PAUL, he was one who PERSECUTED and now
PREACHES the faith that once he destroyed.
It was JOHN, the son of thunder, who became the APOSTLE OF LOVE.
Are you able to discern the tracings of the Lord in your life in moving you
toward maturity in Him?
This is not another dramatic experience. Maturity takes time. Submission.
Obedience.
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say:
Paul used the word “everyone” twice in this sentence, revealing the
availability of this teaching to all believers and the goal of maturity for all
believers. God makes this possible only through a personal relationship with
Christ. This relationship with Christ, empowered by the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit, helps believers grow in faith and maturity until the day when
Christ returns.
pp. 180-81

Carson says:
This Christ, who has been declared to be central in the purpose of God, is also
central in the apostolic proclamation. The word we is emphatic, and stresses
the difference between Paul, Timothy and Epaphras, and the false teachers
at Colossae.
p. 54

Henry says:
When we warn people of what they do amiss, we must teach them to do
better: warning and teaching must go together. Men must be warned and
taught in all wisdom. We must choose the fittest seasons, and accommodate
ourselves to the different capacities of those we have to do with. That which
he aimed at was to present every men perfect in Christ Jesus.
p. 1871
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Hughes says:

PAUL’S MINISTERIAL PURPOSE (v. 28)
We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all
wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.
Paul’s goal is nothing short of presenting to Christ complete, mature,
full-grown Christians. He was not into the “I’ll save ‘em, you raise ‘em!” type
of thinking. Rather, his great joy was to present to Christ believers who have
reached their maximum earthly potential.
For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in
the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? Indeed,
you are our glory and joy. (1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20)
Listen to Paul’s benediction in 1 Thessalonians 5:23:
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.
May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Paul’s meaning of bringing believers to maturity, according to verse 28,
was threefold: proclamation, admonishment, and teaching.
p. 48

Lightfoot says:
‘This Christ we, the Apostles and Evangelists, proclaim without distinction
and without reserve. We know no restriction either of persons or of topics.
We admonish every man and instruct every man. We initiate every man in
all the mysteries of wisdom. It is our single aim to present every man fully
and perfectly taught in Christ.
p. 169
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McGee says:
“Whom we preach.” The gospel is not what we preach, but it is whom we
preach. No man has ever preached the gospel who hasn’t preached Christ.
Jesus Christ is the gospel. He is eternal life. John wrote that he was going
to show us eternal life, that he had seen eternal life (see 1 John 1:1-2). Whom
had John seen? He’d seen Christ. And, my friend, today you either have Him
or you don’t have Him. The gospel is Christ—what He has done for us in His
death and resurrection and what He is going to do in the future.
p. 346

McGee says:
“That we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” Perfect
actually means “complete or mature.” This is the goal of the teaching of the
Word of God.
p. 346

Pickell says:
Three times in verse 28 the Apostle repeats “every man” as if to emphasize
the universal appeal of the gospel and the free offer of salvation to all. This
emphasis is diametrically opposed to that of the Gnostics who would have
limited salvation to a kind of spiritual aristocracy who had the capacity to
comprehend the intricacies of their system. Paul is moved to warn and teach
so that every man may become redeemed, but not only redeemed, mature in
Christ. Apparently the Apostle considered moral instruction an important
corollary of the gospel message, especially in a society corrupted by the errors
of pagan philosophy. While moralism can lead to legalism and detract from
the grace of God in Christ, rightly understood, the gospel will be the spring of
moral action. All is not relative. The Bible gives us some very basic
standards for Christian conduct (Galatians 5:16-26; etc.), and the church
today dare not ignore such revealed absolutes in this age of moral flux.
pp. 42-43
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Radmacher, Allen & House say:
1:28 Here is a great disciplining verse. Paul was not content to see
people born again. He took the responsibility of leading them on to maturity.
He moved them from infancy to infantry. Spiritual babies have great
potential, but they became a serious drain on the church and a source of
untold problems if they remain in the nursery forever. perfect: The concept of
perfection in the NT means completeness or maturity. Here the reference is
probably to the coming of Christ, when every believer will experience the
completion of Christ’s work in him or her (1 Cor. 13:10).
p. 1564

Simpson & Bruce say:
The repetition of “every man” carries a certain emphasis. There is no part of
Christian teaching that is to be reserved for a spiritual élite. All the truth of
God is for the people of God.
p. 219

Wuest says:
“Whom” goes back to Christ. Paul preached, not a system of doctrine so much
as a Person, the Lord Jesus. His statements regarding that Person and what
He did on the Cross, constituted the doctrine he preached.
p. 194
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(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of
Man by Ruth Paxson) Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright – Moody Bible
Institute, 1928. 1978 edition.
The process of conformity is going on day by day in the spiritual man’s
life. It is a transformation from obedience to obedience, from dependence to
dependence, from victory to victory, from holiness to holiness, from
righteousness to righteousness and from love to love. As the spiritual man
gets a larger vision of this perfect pattern through daily study of God’s Word,
he takes higher ground along the line of the God-given revelation, so that his
life is a continuous growing up into Christ in all things.
p. 262
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OPEN WIDE!
Early in the spring, my wife and I watched a fascinating bird show
outside our kitchen window. A couple of blackbirds with straw in their beaks
entered a small vent in the house next door. A couple of weeks later, to our
delight, we saw four baby birds stick their heads out of the vent. Mom and
Dad took turns feeding their hungry babies.
Seeing the babies’ wide-open mouths reminded me of how important it
is for followers of Christ to eagerly desire spiritual food. In 1 Peter 2:2, the
apostle Peter uses the analogy of babies longing to be fed: “As newborn babes,
desire the pure milk of the Word, that you may grow thereby.” The Greek
word translated “desire” speaks of an intense yearning. It is a compound
word meaning to “earnestly desire” or to “long after.”
It might seem strange to be commanded to earnestly long for
something. But unlike hungry birds and babies, we need to be reminded of
our need for spiritual nourishment. Even though we may have fed on the
Word in the past (v.3), we need to realize that our need is ongoing and that
without more nourishment we will grow spiritually weak. God is eager to
feed His dear children. So, open wide!

My hunger for the truth He satisfies;
Upon the Word, the Living Bread, I feed:
No parching thirst I know, because His grace,
A pool of endless depth, supplies my need. —Sanders
Neglecting the Word will famish your soul;
meditating on the Word will feed it.
(From Our Daily Bread, Sunday, July 3, 2011)

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

122

(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
Now, contentment is one of the flowers of heaven, and if we would have it, it
must be cultivated; it will not grow in us by nature; it is the new nature alone
that can produce it, and even then we must be specially careful and watchful
that we maintain and cultivate the grace which God has sown in us. ME94
p. 90

(Thirsting for God: Spiritual Refreshment for the Sacred Journey by Gary L.
Thomas) Eugene, OR: Harvest House. Copyright– Gary Thomas,
1999/2011.
This is an active, intentional pursuit. It takes effort, focus, and much
energy. The writers of the Christian classics weren’t afraid of this and even
ridiculed those who merely read about Christ’s example but never put these
traits into practice. Scupoli compares such believers to “soldiers, who, in
their tents, before battle, are full of heroism, but when the fight really begins,
cast away their arms and take to flight.” To Scupoli and his contemporaries,
everyday life presented battlefields on which character was won or lost.
Sadly, fewer and fewer Christians even bother to fight this fight today.
Listen to Scupoli’s scathing comment about such neglect: “Can anything be
sadder and more foolish than to contemplate as in a mirror the virtues of the
Lord, to be enamored of them, and to admire them, and then, when an
opportunity offers itself of exercising them, entirely to forget and neglect
them?”6
6.

p. 49

Lorenzo Scupoli, Spiritual Combat (Manchester, NH: Sophia Institute Press, 2002),
142.

Fénelon brings this idea to a firm conclusion. “Go forward always with
confidence, without letting yourself be touched by the grief of a sensitive
pride, which cannot bear to see itself imperfect. Your fault will serve, by this
inner confusion, to make you die to yourself.”5
5.

p. 91

Francois Fénelon, Christian Perfection, (1704-1717) 41.
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(Embraced by the Spirit: The Untold Blessings of Intimacy with God by
Charles R. Swindoll) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright–
Charles R. Swindoll, 2010.
Ian Thomas described this well: “The life that He lived qualified Him for the
death that He died. And the death that He died qualifies us for the life that
He lived.”
Jesus told us that the life He lived is possible to be lived day after day
when we draw upon the strength of the Spirit of God who lives within us.
Read this as new news for yourself: through His Spirit, we can actually live
like Christ.
pp. 13-14

(Radical: Taking Back Your Faith From the American Dream by David Platt)
Colorado City, CO: Multnomah. Copyright– David Platt, 2010.
On the other hand, while some professing Christians have rejected
universalism intellectually, practically they may end up leading
universalistic lives. They claim Christ is necessary for salvation, yet they
live their Christianity in silence, as if people around them in the world will
indeed be okay in the end without Christ.
p. 142

(The Mentor Leader: Secrets to Building People and Teams that Win
Consistently by Tony Dungy with Nathan Whitaker) Carol Stream,
IL: Tyndale House. Copyright– Tony Dungy, 2010.

You’ve got to do your own growing, no matter how tall your grandfather was.
p. 1

OLD IRISH PROVERB
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(Lectures to My Students by C. H. Spurgeon) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth
Trust. Copyright– Unknown, 2008.
Blessed are the peacemakers, and one sure way of peacemaking is to let the
fire of contention alone. Neither fan it, nor stir it, nor add fuel to it, but let it
go out of itself. Begin your ministry with one blind eye and one deaf ear.
p. 396

(Anchor Man: How a Father Can Anchor His Family in Christ for the Next
100 Years by Steve Farrar) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers.
Copyright - Steve Farrar, 1998.
Yogi Berra once said, “If you can’t imitate him, don’t copy him.” That’s pretty
good advice. And the flip side of that is, “If you can imitate him, copy him.”
p. 202
A VITAL PRINCIPAL OF RELATIONSHIP is:
it is DYNAMIC and
it is GROWING.
This is not only true in the spiritual relationship, but it is true in all of our
relationships—whether at work, church, or our own home.
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The other day was our 58th wedding anniversary. I was looking for a card
that would express my sentiments. I found this one and it helped me to see
the illustration between marriage growing and becoming more fulfilling and
in a marriage that’s dead in the water.
On Our Anniversary
It’s gotta be LOVE
to have lasted this long.
We’ve racked up some years,
but we’re still going STRONG!
You’re ever my SWEETIE,
my number one “squeeze.”
Your KISSES can still
make me weak in the knees!
Your silliness still puts a SMILE on my face.
I feel right at home in your loving EMBRACE.
I still feel so HAPPY,
my heart’s overflowing.
It’s gotta be LOVE,
‘cause it never stops GROWING!
(Taken from Ambassador card, 2011)
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v.29 For which also I am toiling, striving according to (controlled by) His
energy, which energy is operating in me in power.

The NET Bible translates verse 29:
Toward this goal I also labor, struggling according to his power that
powerfully works in me.

Peterson paraphrases verse 29:
That’s what I’m working so hard at day after day, year after year,
doing my best with the energy God so generously gives me.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
To this end Paul expended all his God-given strength. Developing maturity
in believers took great labor . . . or wearisome toil . . . and even struggling
. . . or agonizing like an athlete in an arena . . . The power for this struggle
came from Christ
Colossians 1:11 (NASB)
strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the
attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously
Philippians 4:13 (NASB)
I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
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Paul was conscious of the fact that in his “TOILING [and] STRIVING,” the
power of Christ was operative in him.
Philippians 3:10 (NASB)
that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;
In this verse we have the picture of an ATHLETE IN TRAINING and in the
contest.
He is “TOILING” during the hours of workout to train well for the contest.
He is “STRIVING” in the contest in order that he might win.
1 Timothy 4:9-10 (TLB)
This is the truth and everyone should accept it. We work hard and
suffer much in order that people will believe it, for our hope is in the
living God who died for all, and particularly for those who have
accepted his salvation.
The “ENERGY” is mentioned back in verse 27:
“Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
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(The Book of Common Prayer . . . by Episcopal Church) Massachusetts.
Copyright – Massachusetts Episcopal Missionary Society, 1831.
‘Tis He that works to do;
His is the power by which we act,
His be the glory too.
p. 344
As the power of God is released in our lives, our bodies become the theater to
display what God can do in a human life.
Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint.

Bruce says:
For this blessed consummation, so devoutly to be wished, Paul himself
expended all his strength. His apostle work did not rest with the conversion
of his hearers. That was a beginning; the end would not be reached until the
day of Christ, and the quality of his ministry would then be tested by the
quality and maturity of those whom he could present as his spiritual
children. What joy would be his if they were genuine and worthy believers;
what shame if they were not! No wonder that he toiled and agonized for their
growth in grace with this day of review and reward before him. But here he
gladly acknowledges that the strength requisite for such unremitting labor is
not his own; it is the strength powerfully wrought within him by his enabling
Lord.
p. 88
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Eadie says:
It was indeed, no sluggish heart that beat in the apostle’s bosom. His
was no torpid temperament. There was such a keenness in all its emotions
and anxieties, that its resolve and action were simultaneous movements. But
though he labored so industriously, and suffered so bravely in the aim of
winning souls to Christ and glory, still he owned that all was owing to Divine
power lodged within him—
The work to be perform’d is ours,
The strength is all His own;

p. 105

‘Tis He that works to will,
‘Tis He that works to do;
His is the power by which we act,
His be the glory too.

Radmacher, Allen & House says:
1:29 Paul toiled and agonized for the perfection of his fellow believers
(v. 28), not in his own strength but by the power of God working in him.
p. 1564
Spurgeon says:

Earnest zeal is a natural result of the Holy Spirit’s working upon the
souls of men. Whenever the Spirit of God comes, He sanctifies in men the
natural instinct which leads them to wish others to be like themselves.
p. 594
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Spurgeon says:
THE apostle Paul could very truthfully assert that he labored and
agonized. When the Holy Spirit had anointed the apostles, they all became
ardent enthusiasts for the spread of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Having the
whole world committed to them that they might enlighten it, they labored
most ardently each one in his sphere to spread abroad the truth of the gospel;
but the apostle of the Gentiles labored more abundantly than they all. Into
how many countries did he carry the testimony of Christ! How often did he
cross the sea, traverse mountains, and ford rivers! One sees in his career
something more than an ordinary Christian life; he was so indefatigable in
service, that surely nothing beyond could have been possible to humanity,
even under the help of God. His public labours were not only abundant, but
they were the cause of continual inward conflict. He never preached a
sermon, wrote epistle, or attempted a work, without earnest prayer and soulconsuming zeal.
p. 590

Wuest says:
“Labor” is kopiaō, “to grow weary, exhausted, to labor with wearisome effort,
to labor to the point of exhaustion.” Lightfoot says; “This word is used
especially of the labor undergone by the athlete in his training, and therefore
fitly introduces the metaphor of agōnizomai (to contend in athletic games)”
(striving). “Working” is energeia, “working, efficiency, used only of
superhuman power, whether of God or the devil.” It is power in exercise.
Our word “energy” is derived from this word.
p. 195

(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers) Grand Rapids, MI:
Discovery House. Copyright– Oswald Chambers Publications
Association, 1992.
Resting in the Lord is not dependent on your external circumstances at all,
but on your relationship with God Himself.
All our fretting and worrying is caused by planning without God.
(July 4)
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(Majestic Destiny: Kingdom Hope is Rising by Curtis H. Tucker) Redmond,
OR: Last Chapter Publishing. Copyright– Curtis H. Tucker, 2011.

A ship is safe in harbor, but that’s not
what ships are for.
William Shedd
p. 33

(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
Those Christian people who do nothing are usually troublesome, for they are
at leisure to find fault with those who are doing their best. 3313.363
p. 100

(Embraced by the Spirit: The Untold Blessings of Intimacy with God by
Charles R. Swindoll) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright–
Charles R. Swindoll, 2010.
Dr. Richard Halverson left his long-term pastorate at Fourth
Presbyterian Church in Bethesda, Maryland, to become the chaplain of the
Senate. He suddenly felt inadequate. In his words, “I felt like a non-person
among the Congress. I felt like a mascot to one of the most powerful political
bodies in the world. I wondered what I was doing there.”
That evening, he read the words of Jesus: “All authority has been given
to Me in heaven and on earth. . . . And lo, I am with you always” (Matt. 28:18,
20). Halverson said, “As I meditated on those words, I realized, I am a
garment which Jesus Christ wears every day to do what He wants to do in
the United States Senate. I don’t need power; my weakness is an asset. If
Christ is in me, what more do I need?”1
1. Leighton Ford, Transforming Leadership, (Westmont, IL: InterVarsity Press,
1993), 15.

p. 158
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(A Place of Healing: Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and
God’s Sovereignty by Joni Eareckson Tada) Colorado Springs, CO:
David C. Cook. Copyright– Joni Eareckson Tada, 2010.
If God chooses to heal me of this two-year wrestling match with
continual pain, I will give Him great glory. (Oh boy, you just watch!)
But if for His own good, unfathomable reasons, He chooses to allow the
anguish—this sharp, deep, thorn in my flesh—to remain in some form until
He finally issues my boarding pass for heaven (I want a window seat), then I
will also pour my life into bringing glory to His most precious, saving,
healing, holy name.
I will!
p. 113

(Life is Like Licking Honey Off a Thorn: Reflections on Living Wisely in this
World of Pain and Joy by Susan Lenzkes) Grand Rapids, MI:
Discovery House. Copyright– Susan L. Lenzkes, 2002.
Our heavenly Father truly knows all that we could be, should be, and
were created to be. He doesn’t know this as some vague “hope” but as reality.
How it must have hurt Him to give up this reality for the lie we bought! Oh,
the high intentions He had, and has, for us! Yet here we are, charting our
own course and trying to pretend it doesn’t matter that we aren’t getting
there.
p. 78

(Radical: Taking Back Your Faith From the American Dream by David Platt)
Colorado City, CO: Multnomah. Copyright– David Platt, 2010.
This is how God works. He puts his people in positions where they are
desperate for his power, and then he shows his provision in ways that display
his greatness.
p. 48

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #4 – Colossians 1:21-2:3.doc

Copyright © 2017 by Bible Teaching Resources by Don Anderson Ministries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and summarized
material from a variety of sources, all of which have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Quotations particularly reside within the realm of fair use.
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that may prove difficult to accurately attribute. Any use of material without proper citation is unintentional.

133

(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
It has come to be a dreadfully common belief in the Christian Church that
the only man who has a “call” is the man who devotes all his time to what is
called “the ministry,” whereas all Christian service is ministry, and every
Christian has a call to some kind of ministry or another. 3135.125
p. 51

(The Pastor In Prayer: A Collection of the Sunday Morning Prayers of C. H.
Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Carlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust.
Banner of Truth Trust, 2004.
May we ourselves so know the gospel that no one can beat us out of it; may
we so hold it that our faces shall be like flints against the errors of the age; so
practise it that our lives shall be an argument that none can answer, for the
power of the gospel of Jesus
And with this be pleased to grant to Thy churches more power over the
sons of men. O Lord, make Thy ministers throughout all the world to be
more fruitful in soul winning. Let us not rest without sowing the good seed
beside all waters. Forgive us our coldness and indifference; forgive us that
we sleep as do others, for it is high time for us to awake out of sleep.
p. 62
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(Lectures to My Students by C. H. Spurgeon) Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth
Trust. Copyright– Unknown, 2008.
Gentlemen, do not attempt, as a rule, to follow a system of things
which is so generally unprofitable that the few exceptions only prove the rule.
All sermons ought to be well considered and prepared by the preacher; and,
as much as possible, every minister should, with much prayer for heavenly
guidance, enter fully into his subject, exert all his mental faculties in original
thinking, and gather together all the information within his reach. Viewing
the whole matter from all quarters, the preacher should think it out, get it
well masticated and digested; and having first fed upon the word himself
should then prepare the like nutriment for others. Our sermons should be
our mental life-blood-the out-flow of our intellectual and spiritual vigour; or,
to change the figure, they should be diamonds well cut and well set –
precious, intrinsically, and bearing the marks of labour. God forbid that we
should offer to the Lord that which costs us nothing.
p. 163

(The Expositor’s Bible: The Book of Psalms-Volume I- Psalms I-XXXVIII by
A. Maclaren, D.D.) New York, N.Y.: A.C. Armstrong and Son.
Copyright – 1899.
Mere conventional, negative virtue is of little power or worth unless it flow
from a strong set of the soul in another direction.
“So did not I” is good and noble when we can go on to say, as Nehemiah
did, “because of the fear of God.” The true way of floating rubbish out is to
pour water in. Delight in the law will deliver from delight in the counsel of
the wicked. As the negative, so the positive begins with the inward man.
The main thing about all men is the direction of their “delight.” Where do
tastes run? what pleases them most? and where are they most at ease?
Deeds will follow the current of desires, and be right if the hidden man of the
heart be right.
p. 3
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2:v.1 For I am desiring you to know how great a struggle I am having in your
behalf and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in
the flesh,

The NET Bible translates verse 1:
For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you, and for
those in Laodicea, and for those who have not met me face to face.

Peterson paraphrases verse 1:
I want you to realize that I continue to work as hard as I know how for
you, and also for the Christians over at Laodicea. Not many of you
have met me face-to-face, but that doesn’t make any difference. Know
that I’m on your side, right alongside you. You’re not in this alone.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these next five verses:
Education (wisdom) in Christ (2:1-5).

The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says of verse 1:
Paul’s labor . . . of love was not limited to those he personally knew; it
extended to all who had not met him personally. This is a clear indication
that Paul had not started this or other churches in the Lycus Valley. The
mention of Laodicea . . . indicates that the heresy had spread there too,
though it was probably centered in Colosse.
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Paul continues right on from verse 29 presenting to us his ministry:
“FOR I AM DESIRING YOU TO KNOW HOW GREAT A STRUGGLE
I AM HAVING IN YOUR BEHALF.”
Probably a great deal of his agony and struggle is due to the fact that he is
ignorant as to what is really going on in Colossae and what the condition of
the Saints there really is.
Paul speaks of the ministry in Colossians 1:29 as “toiling” and “striving.”
Here it’s “A STRUGGLE.”
“THOSE IN LAODICEA.”
This is another of the three towns in the Licus Valley.
Hierapolis was the third. It was to this church that the Lord Jesus spoke
quite strongly in:
Revelation 3:15-16 (NASB)
‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I would that you
were cold or hot. So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor
cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.
“AND AS MANY AS HAVE NOT SEEN MY FACE IN THE FLESH.”
Paul wants these saints to know that even though he’s not seen them
“IN THE FLESH,” he still has a concern for them. Their spiritual condition
is his concern.
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Anders says:
IN A NUTSHELL

In chapter 2, Paul tells the Colossian believers: Faithful friends in
Colosse, I want you to know that even though I am concerned about you I am
delighted to know that you are still standing firm in your faith in Jesus. You
received Christ as Lord, now continue the process of growing up in him.
Don’t allow anyone to deceive you with fancy talk that promises much and
delivers nothing.
Remember that fullness is found only in Christ, and you participate in
that fullness. You have complete salvation and complete freedom in him, so
don’t allow yourselves to be intimidated into thinking that genuine
spirituality is found in keeping rules, having experiences, or denying
yourselves. All those things foster pride and have no value in keeping the
flesh in check.
p. 300

Eadie says:
THE apostle had just spoken of his sufferings for the church, and his
conflicts for the realization of the one grand aim of the Christian ministry.
That aim filled his spirit and nerved his energies. It made him what he
was—a preacher, and at length a martyr. The value of souls and the glory of
Christ wrap themselves up in one burning thought, and created and
sustained one dominant and living impulse within him. It was his heart’s
desire that the gospel should be preserved in its purity and simplicity, free
from all admixtures of Judaism and false philosophy.
p. 107
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Gromacki says:
Spiritual teaching should always be warm and personal; it should
never become cold, academic, and merely professional. It must be done with
the heart as well as the head. The teacher must not only love what he is
teaching, but whom he is teaching. The great apostle, whose teaching
excelled in biblical content and logic, taught with his total being. Paul could
say with unashamed frankness: “So being affectionately desirous of you, we
were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also
our own souls, because ye were dear unto us” (I Thess. 2:8).
pp. 88-89

Lightfoot says:
‘I spoke of an arena and a conflict in describing my apostolic labours. The
image was not lightly chosen. I would have you know that my care is not
confined to my own direct and personal disciples. I wish you to understand
the magnitude of the struggle, which my anxiety for you costs me—for you
and for your neighbours of Laodicea, and for all who, like yourselves, have
never met me face to face in the flesh. I am constantly wrestling in spirit,
that the hearts of all such may be confirmed and strengthened in the faith;
that they may be united in love; that they may attain to all the unspeakable
wealth which comes from the firm conviction of an understanding mind, may
be brought to the perfect knowledge of God’s mystery, which is nothing else
than Christ—Christ containing in Himself all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge hidden away.’
pp. 171-72

Wuest says:
For I desire you to know how great a conflict I am having in your
behalf and in behalf of those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my
face in the flesh, in order that their hearts may be encouraged, having been
knit together in the sphere of love and resulting in all the wealth of the full
assurance of the understanding, resulting in an advanced and perfect
experiential knowledge of the mystery of God, Christ, in whom are all the
hidden treasures of the wisdom and knowledge.
p. 35
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(Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of Operation Redwing and the Lost
Heroes of Seal Team 10 by Marcus Luttrell with Patrick Robinson)
New York, NY: Back Bay Books / Little, Brown & Company.
Copyright– Marcus Luttrell, 2007.
Remember the philosophy of the U.S. Navy SEALs: “I will never quit
. . . My Nation expects me to be physically harder and mentally stronger than
my enemies. If knocked down, I will get back up, every time. I will draw on
every remaining ounce of strength to protect my teammates . . . I am never
out of the fight.”
p. 235

(In the Arena by Isobel Kuhn) Littleton, CO: Overseas Missionary
Fellowship International. Copyright– OMF International, 2006.

Frustrations –– have much to do in conforming us into His image. Yes,
suffering, but also His sweet consoling fellowship in that suffering. It reveals
to us the power of His resurrection, and when He arranges a release for us
that no mortal could manipulate –– we come to know Him.
Rock of my heart and my fortress tower
Dear are Thy thoughts to me.
Like the unfolding of some fair flower
Opening silently.
And on the edge of these Thy ways
Standing in awe as heretofore,
Thee do I worship, Thee do I praise
And adore!
pp. 68-69

AMY CARMICHAEL
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v. 2 in order that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together
in love, and resulting in all wealth of the full assurance such as
understanding brings, resulting in a thorough knowledge of the
mystery of God,

The NET Bible translates verse 2:
My goal is that their hearts, having been knit together in love, may be
encouraged, and that they may have all the riches that assurance
brings in their understanding of the knowledge of the mystery of God,
namely, Christ,

Peterson paraphrases verse 2:
I want you woven into a tapestry of love, in touch with everything
there is to know of God. Then you will have minds confident and at
rest, focused on Christ, God’s great mystery.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
Paul’s stated purpose was that they might be encouraged in heart and united
in love. Confidence and strength of conviction as well as cohesive unity yield
a full understanding of the truth. There is no full knowledge apart from
moral commitment. Complete understanding . . . results from complete
yielding. And this understanding is Christocentric. This insight into God’s
ways enables believers to know . . . Christ fully. Christ, as the true mystery
of God, reveals God to man . . .
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In this verse Paul states the PURPOSE for them knowing of his “struggle”:
“IN ORDER THAT THEIR HEARTS MAY BE ENCOURAGED,
HAVING BEEN KNIT TOGETHER IN LOVE.”
It is amazing in the body of Christ that when a member of the body suffers
and struggles, there’s a spirit of encouragement that sets in and also a
knitting together of hearts in love.
When “THEIR HEARTS [are] ENCOURAGED, HAVING BEEN KNIT
TOGETHER IN LOVE” there will be TWO RESULTS:
1.

“ALL WEALTH OF THE FULL ASSURANCE”—there will be
the positive certainty that what they believe is true.

2.

“A THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF THE MYSTERY OF GOD”—
this mystery was defined for us in verse 27 as “Christ in you, the
hope of glory.”

Gromacki says:
The conjunction “that” (hina) shows the purpose behind Paul’s concern
and teaching. Although the entire verse enumerates one main goal, it can be
divided into four separate aims. These four build upon each other.
p. 91

Gromacki in his commentary outlines FOUR PURPOSES of the Apostle Paul
in this verse:
1.
2.
3.
4.
pp. 91-92

To comfort . . .
To unite . . .
To assure . . .
To inform . . .
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C.
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon) Oswego, IL: Fox River Press.
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005.
Perhaps your power to find fault arises from your having so many faults
yourself; and if you were more sanctified, and more like Christ, you would fix
your eye as well upon the beauties of their character as upon their defects.
1522.105
p. 80
Above all, do not begin to censure others; and when you see a poor brother
down—ay, when you see a child of God who has erred, and grossly sinned, do
not being censuring him in bitterness, and giving him over to despair. If you
had been in his case, you might have done worse. Do I speak harshly? Any
man who says, “If I had been in that brother’s place I should have done
better,” is a fool. He does not know himself. The probabilities are that he
would have done worse. Ah, Sir Pharisee! you—yes, oh yes, you are a
wonder! Marvellous is your purity! Splendidly you act! What a paragon you
are! If you were to see yourself in God’s light, you would see that you are a
mass of corruption, smelling of pride. That is what you are. The man who
begins to exult over his fallen brother is the likeliest man to fall himself.
1953.166
p. 80
A heavy wagon was being dragged along a country lane by a team of oxen.
The axle-trees groaned and creaked terribly, when the oxen turning around
thus addresses the wheels:— “Halloa, there! why do you make so much noise?
we bear all the labour, and we, not you, ought to cry out!” Those complain
first in our churches who have least to do. The gift of grumbling is largely
dispensed among those who have no other talents, or who keep what they
have wrapped up in a napkin. FA98
p. 81
It does people good to be told how highly we value them. There is many a
Christian man and woman who would do better if now and then someone
would speak a kindly word to them, and let them know that they had done
well. 2233.618
pp. 139-40
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(Coach Wooden’s Pyramid of Success by John Wooden & Jay Carty) Ventura,
CA: Regal Books / Gospel Light. Copyright – John R. Wooden & Jay
Carty, 2005.

Great Giver of confidence and assurance, prepare me with Your Holy Word,
fill me with Your Holy Spirit and give me wisdom to confidently turn to You
like Stephen did. I know that You will never let me be separated from Your
love. Thank You.

p. 89

(Winning with People by John C. Maxwell) Nashville, TN: Nelson Books /
Thomas Nelson Publishers. Copyright – John C. Maxwell, 2004.

Keep away from people who try to belittle your ambitions.
Small people always do that, but the really great
make you feel that you, too, can become great.
p. 97

—MARK TWAIN

(The Loveliness Of Christ: Extracts from the Letters of Samuel Rutherford
selected by Ellen S. Lister) Carlisle, PA.: Banner of Truth Trust.
Copyright – Banner of Truth, 2007.
Let not the Lord’s dealings seem harsh, rough, or unfatherly, because
it is unpleasant. When the Lord’s blessed will bloweth cross your desires, it
is best in humility to strike sail to him and to be willing to be laid any way
our Lord pleaseth: it is a point of denial of yourself, to be as if ye had not a
will, but had made a free disposition of it to God, and had sold it over to him;
and to make use of his will for your own is both true holiness, and your ease
and peace.
Ye know not what the Lord is working out of this, but ye shall know it
hereafter.
pp. 58-59
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(Our Lord Prays For His Own: Thoughts on John 17 by Marcus Rainsford)
Grand Rapids, MI: Moody Press. Copyright – Kregel Publications,
1985.

The knowledge of which Christ speaks is not an intellectual, speculative,
theoretical knowledge of doctrines; but an experimental, heart-affecting, lifeinfluencing acquaintance with the only true God and Jesus Christ whom He
has sent.
p. 63
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v. 3 Christ, in whom are all the hidden treasures of the wisdom and
knowledge.

The NET Bible translates verse 3:
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Peterson paraphrases verse 3:
All the richest treasures of wisdom and knowledge are embedded in
that mystery and nowhere else. And we’ve been shown the mystery!

The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:
For in Him are hidden . . . all the treasures of wisdom . . . and knowledge.
Knowledge is the apprehension of truth; wisdom is its application to life.
Knowledge is prudent judgment and wisdom is prudent action. Both are
found in Christ . . . whose wisdom is foolishness to the world . . . but who is
the power of God by which a believer receives “righteousness, holiness, and
redemption” . . .
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The FOCUS of all of God’s dealings with us is the person of the LORD JESUS
CHRIST.
Here once again the Apostle defines the mystery as Christ:
“CHRIST IN WHOM ARE ALL THE HIDDEN TREASURES OF THE
WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE.”
It is well for us to note here that He says “ALL THE HIDDEN TREASURES.”
The sum total of “WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE” are found in Christ.
They are not “HIDDEN” beyond our grasp but are there to be:
MINED BY DILIGENT STUDY and
ILLUMINATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
It is the X that always marks the spot on the TREASURE MAP for the
location of the treasure.
X = CHRIST when it comes to “WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE.”
1 Corinthians 1:30 (NASB)
But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom
from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,
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Bruce says:
3 For it is in Christ that all the treasures of divine wisdom and
knowledge are stored up. Formerly they were stored up in concealment, but
now that Christ has come they are unfolded to those who have believed in
him. As once to the Corinthians, so now to the Colossians Paul insists that
Christ is the Wisdom of God. In his is enshrined the true knowledge, in
contrast to the counterfeit gnōsis of the false teachers.
p. 91

Carson says:
In Christ the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden, not in the sense
of being utterly beyond our reach, but rather as treasures in a mine which
has already been opened, and from which by diligent search a constant
supply of precious stones may be extracted.
p. 57

Eadie says:
The meaning of the apostle then is, that in this mystery are stored up all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge; not a few scanty fragments of faded
wealth, but the entire amount without alloy or defalcation. Here, and not in
the vaunted theosophy of the false teachers, might a man become wise, by
being initiated into the true knowledge.
p. 115

Gaebelein says:
. . . in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. And what
treasures these are! How little His people know of all this mystery of God
contains! It will take eternity to know and enjoy these treasures, the
unsearchable riches.
p. 64
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Gromacki says:
Since this treasure is in Christ, and Christ is in each believer, each
child of God has full access to it. By inference, the heretical concept of a
spiritual caste system is refuted. The believer, however, must actively study
the Word of God in order to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ” (II Peter 3:18). The key to the treasure is
yieldedness and cleanliness.
p. 94

Henry says:
The treasures of wisdom are hidden not from us, but for us, in Christ. We
must spend upon the stock which is laid up for us in him, and draw from the
treasures which are hidden in him.
p. 1871

Hughes says:
Perceptive Christians have always known that the key to spiritual
well-being is an increased knowledge and focus upon Christ. Less than one
month before C. S. Lewis died, he wrote this letter to a little girl:
Dear Ruth . . . Many thanks for your kind letter, and it was very good
of you to write and tell me that you like my books; and what a very
good letter you write for your age! If you continue to love Jesus,
nothing much can go wrong with you, and I hope you may always do
so.
What you think of Christ, your conception of him, is everything.
pp. 53-54

MacArthur says:
. . . Paul declared that all the richness of truth necessary for salvation,
sanctification, and glorification is found in Jesus Christ, who Himself is God
revealed.
p. 1737
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McGee says:
All that we need is in Christ. If only we could learn that! He is the reservoir
of all knowledge.
p.348

Moule says:
. . . in whom are all the treasures of His . . . wisdom and His knowledge,
hidden there. HE is the Father’s glorious Casket, in which are shut all the
mysteries and treasures of grace, planned and wrought by the eternal Mind,
and so “hidden” in Him that, outside Him, “eye hath not seen them, nor have
they entered into the heart of man to conceive”; aye, and even in Him they
are hidden still, veiled in their own glory, as to our completed knowledge.
p. 127

Patrick & Lowth say:
. . . In whom.] Some make these words relate to the mystery mentioned in
the foregoing verse: but it seems rather to respect the person of Christ as
Mediator, the knowledge of whom, saith the apostle, hath an excellency
beyond all other knowledge (Phil. iii. 8).
p. 784

Robertson says:
Paul confronts these pretentious intellectuals (Gnostics) with the bold claim
that Christ sums up all wisdom and knowledge. These treasures are hidden
. . . whether the Gnostics have discovered them or not. They are there (in
Christ) as every believer knows by fresh and repeated discovery.
p. 488
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Wuest says:
But not only are they in Christ, but they are contained in a hidden way.
Therefore they do not lie on the surface, but must be sought for earnestly, as
men seek for hidden treasure. They are not matters of external observances,
such as the false teachers enjoined, but to be apprehended by deep and
serious meditation.”
p. 197

(Coach Wooden’s Pyramid of Success by John Wooden & Jay Carty) Ventura,
CA: Regal Books / Gospel Light. Copyright – John R. Wooden & Jay
Carty, 2005.
I’ve trusted Christ and I’ve tried to live as He would have me live. I’ve
studied His Word and I’ve prayed a great deal. I have faith that He will do
what He’s promised. I’m ready to meet Him and I’m eager to see my wife,
Nellie; but all in due time. I don’t want to outlive my children or my
grandchildren, but neither am I ready to leave my family. Actually, I’ve put
the timing into God’s hands.
p. 130

(A Place of Healing: Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and
God’s Sovereignty by Joni Eareckson Tada) Colorado Springs, CO:
David C. Cook. Copyright– Joni Eareckson Tada, 2010.
As you may know from your own Bible study, that word
“workmanship” in the original language, Greek, is poiema, from which we get
our English word “poem.”
He has a plan and purpose for my time on earth. He is the master artist
or sculptor, and He is the one who chooses the tools He will use to perfect His
workmanship. What of suffering, then? What of illness? What of disability?
Am I to tell Him which tools He can use and which tools He can’t use in the
lifelong task of perfecting me and molding me into the beautiful image of
Jesus? Do I really know better than Him, so that I can state without
equivocation that it’s always His will to heal me of every physical affliction? If
I am His poem, do I have the right to say, “No, Lord. You need to trim line
number two and brighten up line three and five. They’re just a little bit dark.”
Do I, the poem, the thing being written, know more than the poet?
p. 67
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(A Place of Healing: Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and
God’s Sovereignty by Joni Eareckson Tada) Colorado Springs, CO:
David C. Cook. Copyright– Joni Eareckson Tada, 2010.
. . . C.S. Lewis wrote, Jesus “was so full of life that when He wished to die He
had to ‘borrow death from others.’”
But borrow it He did, taking it unto Himself, yielding up His life, so
that you and I might pass through death’s shadow and live forever.
Yes, while I’m alive here on earth, I am called to endure a handicap.
But how could I be other than grateful and content? I’m in the best company
of all.
p. 205

(Found: God’s Will: Find the Direction and Purpose God Wants for Your Life
by John MacArthur) Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook. Copyright–
John MacArthur, 1977.
Do you see what the Spirit-filled life is? It is being saturated with the
things of Christ with His Word, His Person.
You might say, “Well, you know I’d like that. I’d like to be saturated
with Christ. How do I do that?
The only way is to study the Book that discloses all He is!
pp. 27-28
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(It’s Not About Me by Max Lucado) Nashville, TN: Integrity Publishers.
Copyright – Max Lucado, 2004.
A European village priest in medieval times once gathered his church
for a special service. “Come tonight,” he told them, “For a special sermon on
Jesus.” And they did. They came. To their surprise, however, no candles
illuminated the sanctuary. They groped their way to the pews and took their
seats. The priest was nowhere to be seen. But soon he was heard walking
through the church toward the front. When he reached the crucifix that hung
on the wall, he lit a candle. Saying nothing, he illuminated the pierced feet of
Christ, then the side, then one hand, and then the other. Lifting the candle,
he shed light on the blood-masked face and the crown of thorns. With a puff,
he blew out the candle and dismissed the church.2
May we do nothing more.
May we do nothing less.
2. Rick Atchley, God’s Love Does Not change, audiocassette of a sermon, Richland Hills
Church of Christ, Fort Worth, Texas, 28 July 1996.

pp. 94-95

Oswald Chambers said:
If we want to maintain personal intimacy with the Lord Jesus Christ, it will
mean refusing to do or even think certain things.
(source unknown)

Charles H. Spurgeon said:
He who does not long to know more of Christ, knows nothing of Him yet.
(source unknown
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CONCLUSION:
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?
LESSON #1: Are you growing in your relationship to Jesus Christ, just like
He did recorded in Luke 2:52: “And Jesus increased in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and men.”
LESSON #2: “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.
Amen” (2 Peter 3:18 NASB).
LESSON #3: “Like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that
by it you may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the
kindness of the Lord” (1 Peter 2:2-3 NASB).
LESSON #4: The goal for growth is so that He might present you holy and
without blemish and blameless before Him on that day of judgment.
LESSON #5: “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to
make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,
to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever.
Amen” (Jude 24, 25 NASB).
LESSON #6: The instrument of reconciliation for us is the body of His flesh.
That’s why on that final night in the upper room he said “This is my
body which is broken for you. This cup is my blood. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
LESSON #7: Paul’s joy was not dependent upon outward circumstances.
Outward pressures only crushed him closer to the heart of God. This
can only be true if we are abiding in Him.
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LESSON #8: These sufferings that Paul is enduring are also endured by
Christ because of their relationship.
LESSON #9: “… ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’” In verse 5 he
said: “And he said, ‘Who art Thou, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus
whom you are persecuting’” (Acts 9:4 NASB).
LESSON #10: Paul describes his ministry in three ways: (1) suffering;
(2) serving; and (3) speaking.
LESSON #11: Christ in us, the hope of glory, is the mystery that Paul is
telling us about.
LESSON #12: Paul describes his public ministry around the words:
proclaiming, admonishing, and teaching. The ultimate purpose is to
present every man mature in Christ.
LESSON #13: Paul concludes with that glorious verse: “It is Christ in whom
all the hidden treasures of the wisdom and knowledge are found”
(Colossians 2:3 DAV). You can focus on Jesus Christ for all of God’s
dealings with us.
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It is said of the fathers in:
1 John 2:14 (NASB)
I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been
from the beginning. . . .
The REASON these fathers had reached the level of spiritual maturity that
they had obtained in their lives is because they set about with but one
ambition and that was to get to know Christ by personal experience.
John continues to write:
1 John 2:14 (NASB)
. . . I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the
word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.
Back in:
1 John 2:12 (NASB)
I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you
for His name’s sake.
The Scripture is quite clear that there are LEVELS OF MATURITY. John
has the fathers, the young men and the children who are described in his first
epistle.
The QUESTION I would ask us at this point is:
WHAT IS OUR LEVEL OF MATURITY?
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We need to understand that maturity is halted while we’re living under the
control of our old nature—the flesh.
2 Peter 3:18 (NASB)
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.
Amen.
It was Paul, in writing to the Philippians, who said:
Philippians 1:6 (NASB)
For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work
in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
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(Cries Of The Heart: Bringing God Near When He Feels So Far by Ravi
Zacharias) Nashville, TN.: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Ravi
Zacharias, 1998, 2002.
In rare moments we get a brief glimpse of what that heavenly joy will
be. There is a magnificent old song that speaks of this:
Seated one day at the organ
I was weary and ill at ease,
And my fingers wandered idly
over the noisy keys.
I know not what I was playing,
or what I was dreaming then,
But I struck one chord of music
Like the sound of a great Amen.
It flooded the crimson twilight
like the close of an angel’s psalm,
And it lay on my fevered spirit
like the touch of infinite calm.
It quieted pain and sorrow,
like love overcoming strife.
It seemed a harmonious echo
from our discordant life.
It linked all perplexed meanings
into one perfect peace,
And it trembled away into silence
as if it were loathe to cease.
I have sought, but I seek it vainly––
that one lost chord divine
Which came from the soul of the organ
and entered into mine.
It may be that Death’s bright angel
Will speak in that chord again,
It may be that only in heav’n
I shall hear that grand Amen.
It may be that Death’s bright angel
will speak in that chord again––
I may be that only in heav’n
I shall hear that grand Amen.10
10. Arthur Sullivan and Adelaide Proctor, “The Lost Chord.”

pp. 147–48
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