
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Practical Study of 
 

COLOSSIANS: How Christians Grow 
 

“Christ Is All and in All” 
 
 

Study #5 – Colossians 2:4-8 
 

LIVING IN CHRIST 
 
 
Key Verse: Colossians 2:6, 7 

 
In like manner, therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, be 
living (walking around) in Him, having been rooted and continually 
being built up in Him, and being established in the faith, even as you 
were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

 
TEXT: 
v. 4  This I am saying, in order that no one may be deceiving you by plausible 
[but false] arguments. 
v. 5  For though I am absent in my flesh, yet I am with you in my spirit, 
rejoicing and beholding your orderly manner and the steadfastness of your 
faith in Christ. 
v. 6  In like manner, therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, be 
living (walking around) in Him, 
v. 7  having been rooted and continually being built up in Him, and being 
established in the faith, even as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
v. 8  Be on your guard lest there shall be someone who carries you off [from 
the truth] through his philosophy and empty deceit, which is according to the 
traditions of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, and 
not according to Christ. 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #5 – Colossians 2 4-8.doc 

2 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 

Advice From an Old Tennessee Mountain Man 
 

Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight and bull-strong. 
Keep skunks and bankers and lawyers at a distance. 
Life is simpler when you plow around the stump. 
A bumble bee is considerably faster than a John Deere tractor. 
Words that soak into your ears are whispered . . . not yelled. 
Meanness don’t jes’ happen overnight. 
Forgive your enemies.  It messes up their heads. 
Do not corner something that you know is meaner than you. 
It don’t take a very big person to carry a grudge. 
You cannot unsay a cruel, or unkind word. 
Every path has a few puddles. 
When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty. 
The best sermons are lived, not preached. 
Most of the stuff people worry about ain’t never gonna happen anyway. 
Don’t judge folks by their relatives. 
Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer. 
Live a good, honorable life.  Then when you get older and think back, 

you’ll enjoy it a second time. 
Don’t interfere with somethin’ that ain’t botherin’ you none. 
Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain dance. 
If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop diggin’. 
Sometimes you get, and sometimes you get got. 
The biggest troublemaker you’ll probably ever have to deal with, 

watches you from the mirror every mornin’. 
Always drink upstream from the herd. 
Good judgment comes from experience, and a lotta that comes from 

bad judgment. 
Lettin’ the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than puttin’ it back 

in. 
If you get to thinkin’ you’re a person of some influence, try orderin’ 

somebody else’s dog around. 
Live simply.  Love generously.  Care deeply.  Speak kindly.  Leave the 

rest up to God. 
 
Smart mountain man! 

 
(Received via email from Brenda Lawless, January 6, 2008) 
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(Cowgirl Poetry: One Hundred Years of Ridin’ and Rhymin’ edited by Virginia 
Bennett) Salt Lake City, UT: Gibbs-Smith. Copyright – Virginia 
Bennett, 2001.  

 
THE BUCKING BRONCO 
Attributed to Belle Starr 

 
My love is a rider, wild horses he breaks 
But he promised to quit it and all for my sake. 
He ties up one foot and the saddle sets on, 
With a swing and a jump he is mounted and gone. 
 
My love has a gun and that gun he can use 
But he quit his gun-fighting as well as his booze 
He sold him his saddle, his spurs and his rope 
And no more cowpunching, and that’s what I hope. 
 
The first time I saw him, ‘twas early one spring, 
a-riding a bronco, a high-headed thing. 
He tipped me a wink as he gaily did go 
For he wished me to look at his bucking bronco. 
 
The next time I saw him, ‘twas late in the fall. 
A-swingin’ the girls at Tomlinson’s hall. 
We laughed and we talked as we danced to and fro. 
He promised never to ride on another bronco. 
 
He gave me some presents, among them a ring; 
The return that I gave him was a far better thing. 
‘Twas a young maiden’s heart, and I’ll have you all know 
He won it by riding his bucking bronco. 
 
Come, all you young maidens, where e’er you reside 
Beware of the puncher who swings the rawhide. 
He’ll court you and pet you and leave you and go 
In the spring up the trail on his bucking bronco. 

p. 133 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #5 – Colossians 2 4-8.doc 

4 

(Cowgirl Poetry: One Hundred Years of Ridin’ and Rhymin’ edited by Virginia 
Bennett) Salt Lake City, UT: Gibbs-Smith. Copyright – Virginia 
Bennett, 2001.  

 
RETURN 

Linda Hussa 
Cedarville, California 

 
After you’ve gone 
I noticed your overnight bag 
on the bench by the screen door— 
shaving kit, freshly ironed shirt. 
 
Anxious to attend the cattle sale, 
to sit among other cattlemen 
as our calves enter the ring, 
and, although there has not been 
an angry word between us, 
to be away from me for two days. 
 
On the afternoon of your return 
I sweep my hair up, 
lipstick—Tender Rogue, 
the perfume—Il Bacio (the kiss). 
 
Chore time comes. 
You’re not home yet. 
I take the ribbon loose, 
pull on coat, hat, gloves, 
 
pitch hay to the calves. 
The dogs hear your truck coming. 
They race to meet you, 
barking and wagging their silly tails. 

 
From Linda Hussa, Blood Sister, I Am to These Fields: New and Selected Poems (The Black 
Rock Press, 2001). 
p. 138 
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(Soul Passion: Embracing Your Life’s Ultimate Purpose by Ramesh Richard) 
Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright – Ramesh Richard, 2003.  

 
The astounding corporate energy put into the mundane-ness of daily 
removal of facial hair helps illustrate preoccupation-turned-obsession.  
At the Gillette shaving razor factory, two hundred men and thirty 
women—all Gillette employees—pass through the test lab.  Another 
2,700 off-site shavers test products at home.  In the in-house lab, 
“researchers can count the razor strokes, clock the length of de-
whiskerization and observe split-face shaving, in which dueling 
products are tested on opposite sides of a subject’s face.  Shavers then 
peck at computer score pads to rate such facts as comfort, nicks and 
cuts, and the spreadability of shaving gel.  If it sounds a little obsessive 
(the author’s word), try visiting Gillette’s British research center, 
“Where they have determined ‘that the average man spends 140 days 
of his life removing 27 feet of facial hair, and that a whisker is 70 
percent easier to cut after being soaked two minutes in warm water.’  
. . . “The quest for the perfect shave has preoccupied mankind for 
eons.”1 

 
1.  “Gillette Works Itself into a Lather When Researching Shaving Products,” Roy Rivenburg, 
Dallas Morning News, 6 July 1996, sec. 3C. 
pp. 44-45 
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(When the Game Is Over, It All Goes Back In The Box by John Ortberg) 
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.  Copyright– John Ortberg, 2007. 

 
Our problem generally is not that we don’t know the rules, but that we don’t 
live what we already know.  A man is being tailgated by a woman who is in a 
hurry.  He comes to an intersection and when the light turns yellow, he hits 
the brakes.  The woman behind him goes ballistic.  She honks her horn at 
him; she yells her frustration in no uncertain terms; she rants and gestures. 
 While she is in mid-rant, someone taps on her window.  She looks up 
and sees a policeman.  He invites her out of her car and takes her to the 
station where she is searched and fingerprinted and put in a cell.  After a 
couple of hours, she is released, and the arresting officer gives her her 
personal effects, saying, “I’m very sorry for the mistake, ma’am.  I pulled up 
behind your car while you were blowing your horn, using bad gestures and 
bad language.  I noticed the ‘What Would Jesus Do?’ bumper sticker, the 
‘Choose Life’ license plate holder, the ‘Follow Me to Sunday School’ window 
sign, the Christian fish emblem on your trunk, and I naturally assumed you 
had stolen the car.” 
 The world gets pretty tired of people who have Christian bumper 
stickers on their cars, Christian fish signs on their trunks, Christian books on 
their shelves, Christian stations on their radios, Christian jewelry around 
their necks, Christian videos for their kids, and Christian magazines for their 
coffee tables but don’t actually have the life of Jesus in their bones or the love 
of Jesus in their hearts. 
p. 115 
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In the study of the BOOK OF COLOSSIANS, to this point we have noticed 
that Paul outlines the stages that a person goes through in his relationship to 
Christ: 
 

Stage #1: Christ Changed My Life (1:1-8)—we centered our  
  thoughts around faith, love, and hope. 

 
 

Stage #2: The Will, Walk, and Work of Christ (1:9-14)—We noted 
the Apostle Paul was in prayer and he was praying for these 
Christians in THREE specific areas.  That they might: 

 
 1. be filled with the knowledge of His WILL, 
 

2. WALK worthy of Him, and 
 

3. discern the WORK the Lord had for them to do. 
 
 

Stage #3: Christ in First Place (1:15-20)—we noted together the  
majestic picture of Jesus Christ.  The fact He is the one 
who is responsible for creation in that He created it and 
that He also sustains it; and that He is also the head of 
His body, the church.   

 
 
Paul summarizes the whole thing in verse 18 when he says: 
 

All of this is true in order that he might come to have first place in all 
things. 

 
 
Stage #3 dealt with Christ being in first place. 
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Stage #4: Maturing in Christ (1:21-2:3)—It was Paul’s ambition  
that each Christian be presented mature in Christ, that 
every Christian has followed their normal rules for 
growth and developed into maturity spiritually. 

 
 
In this fifth study we are now introduced to the thought of: 
 

Stage #5: Living in Christ (2:4-8)—Paul shared with us in the  
previous study that it is “in Christ” where all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden.  To the 
Apostle Paul, Christ was everything—He was truly the 
Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End—in his 
relationship with the Lord. 

 
 
It was Jesus who tried to impress upon His disciples in the upper room that 
truth we are considering in this particular study.  That truth was to be 
ABIDING IN CHRIST.  He, it is, who is the life-giving source and to really 
experience life abundant means to GO ON LIVING IN CHRIST. 
 
 
The challenge is to develop an in-depth relationship that will change your 
life. 
 
 
It’s what happens after you’re married.  You learn how to live with each 
other, to change, to create closeness. 
 
 
Philippians 1:20-21 (NASB) 
 

according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I shall not be put to 
shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ shall even now, 
as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.  For to 
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  

 
 
Philippians 3:10 (NASB) 
 

that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;  
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John 15:1-8 (NASB) 
 

I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  Every branch in 
Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that 
bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit.  You are already 
clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.  Abide in Me, 
and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  I am the vine, 
you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears 
much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.  If anyone does not 
abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they 
gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.  If you 
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
shall be done for you.  By this is My Father glorified, that you bear 
much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.  

 
 
 
(Letters to Young Churches by J. B. Phillips) New York, NY: Macmillan 

Company. Copyright – unknown, 1947.  
 
The great difference between present-day Christianity and that of which we 
read in these letters is that to us it is primarily a performance, to them it was 
a real experience.  We are apt to reduce the Christian religion to a code, or at 
best a rule of heart and life.  To these men it is quite plainly the invasion of 
their lives by a new quality of life altogether.  They do not hesitate to describe 
this as Christ ‘living in’ them.  Mere moral reformation will hardly explain 
the transformation and the exuberant vitality of these men’s lives—even if 
we could prove a motive for such reformation, and certainly the world around 
offered little encouragement to the early Christian!  We are practically driven 
to accept their own explanation, which is that their little human lives had, 
through Christ, been linked up with the very life of God 
p. intro. 
 
 
Because they are living in right relationship with the Lord, they are abiding 
in Him.  They are drawing upon all that He is, depending on all that He can 
do, and progressively developing into His likeness. 
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Anders says: 
 
MAIN IDEA: Knowing the truth that fullness, forgiveness, and freedom are 
found in Jesus strengthens believers against attractive but empty deception. 
p. 302 
 
 
 
Baxter says: 
 
 See now in chapter ii. how Paul turns all this against the subtle 
troubles of the Colosse assembly.  “And this I say [i.e. ‘all treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge hid in Him’] lest any man should beguile you with plausible 
sophistry” (ii. 4).  “Beware lest any man makes prey of you through 
philosophy and empty make-believe after the tradition of men, after 
elementary notions of the world (i.e. the idea that harmful spirits tenant 
material things] and not after Christ . . . 
pp. 207-8 
 
 
 
Dunnam says: 
 
 In this section Paul is contending that the secret is in a person, not in 
philosophy.  His argument is against all those who would “deceive you with 
persuasive words” (v. 4).  The secret is in the person of Jesus Christ. 
p. 360 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
Belief that does not have an impact on one’s behavior is useless, and the 
theme statement connects faith to practice.  On the faith side, the Colossians’ 
have received Christ Jesus as Lord (lit., “Christ Jesus the Lord”) and have 
been taught the faith.  On the practice side, they need to continue to live in 
him and to be built up in him, becoming strengthened in their faith and 
overflowing with thankfulness.  This theme statement is followed in 2:8 by 
the first specific warning against being deceived by a hollow and deceptive 
“philosophy” (cf. 2:4). 
p. 138 
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Gromacki says: 
 
 The opening words, “and this I say,” form the transition between the 
two sections.  They refer to the previous instruction . . . and anticipate the 
four warnings which follow.  The first two warnings are introduced by the 
negative conjunction “lest” . . . and the second two by prohibitions, “let no 
man” . . . 
p. 94 
 
 
 
C. Henry says: 
 
1.  Walking in Christ (2:4-7) 
 
 Paul is about to give a serious warning.  Characteristically, he prefaces 
it with a word of praise.  He has never been to Colosse, but he knows of the 
steadfastness of the faith of the Christians there.  He urges them to “walk” 
(the metaphor implies steady, if unspectacular, progress) in Christ. 
p. 326 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
 In this chapter he shows us how Christ is the antidote for human 
philosophy, Jewish legality, Oriental mysticism and carnal asceticism.  These 
have no place in Christianity.  Christ supersedes them all. 
p. 65 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
 VSS. 1-23.  HIS STRIVINGS IN PRAYER FOR THEIR STEADFASTNESS IN 
CHRIST; FROM WHOM HE WARNS THEM NOT TO BE LED AWAY BY FALSE 
WISDOM. 
p. 1319 
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Lightfoot says: 
 
 4-7.  ‘I do not say this without a purpose.  I wish to warn you against 
any one who would lead you astray by specious argument and persuasive 
rhetoric.  For I am not an indifferent spectator of your doings.  Although I am 
absent from you in my flesh, yet I am present with you in my spirit.  I rejoice 
to behold the orderly array and the solid phalanx which your faith towards 
Christ presents against the assaults of the foe.  I entreat you therefore not to 
abandon the Christ, as you learnt from Epaphras to know Him, even Jesus 
the Lord, but to walk still in Him as heretofore.  I would have you firmly 
rooted once for all in Him.  I desire to see you built up higher in Him day by 
day, to see you growing ever stronger and stronger through your faith, while 
you remain true to the lessons taught you of old, so that you may abound in 
it, and thus abounding may pour forth your hearts in gratitude to God the 
giver of all.’ 
p. 175 
 
 
 
Parker says: 
 
We bless thee that Jesus Christ revealed the Father: if we have seen Jesus 
Christ thy Son, we have seen thyself.  We thank thee for this revelation.  We 
ourselves have seen and tasted and handled and felt of the Word of Life: thou 
hast enabled us to bear personal testimony to the nearness and richness and 
the glory of thy revelation.  May Christ be born in us the hope of glory; may 
the Holy Spirit take of the things of Christ and show them unto us; may he be 
revealed to us more and more, for the more we know thy Son the more we 
shall know of thyself: may the revelation be without a cloud.  We bless thee 
for the years that are gone, wherein we have been enabled to turn them to 
good account; and now we pray that all the blackness and sin and shame may 
be forgiven and forgotten by God, yea, cast behind thy back for ever.  Let the 
Lord hear the doxologies of his people, and answer their thankfulness with 
new blessings.  Amen. 
p. 37 
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Parker says: 
 
 WHY should Paul the Apostle enter into any “conflict” about people or 
concerning people whom he had never seen?  It is to be remembered that the 
Apostle Paul is writing to persons who had never seen him in the flesh, whom 
he had never seen, and with whom he had only opened indirect 
communication by a fellow-labourer.  Yet he says he has a “great conflict” for 
the Colossians and the Laodiceans and the dwellers in Hierapolis.  Why this 
conflict?  Why not let the people alone?  Why not be concerned simply for 
those who are round about you?  What is this passion in the sanctified heart 
that will go out to the ends of the earth, clothed in charity, burning with 
Christly ardour?  If there be any persons who are strangers to this passion 
they cannot enter into the music of the Apostle’s Epistle to the Colossians.  
They may call themselves practical people, they may find refuge in narrow 
maxims, such as, “Charity begins at home.”  Christianity knows nothing 
about such maxims.  Christianity takes in all time, all space, all human 
nature; Christianity is not willing to sit down to the feast so long as there is 
one vacant chair at the banqueting table: Christianity never ceased to say, 
“Yet there is room”; specially is there room for those who least think of it, or 
who least suspect their fitness to occupy it.  There is no room for the self-
contented, the pharisaical; there is always more room for the broken-hearted, 
the self-renouncing, the Christ-seeking soul.  Paul lived in conflict: on the 
other hand, we are amongst those who avoid everything like controversy, 
friction, and sharp, mutual confrontage.  We love quietness.  Yet we do not 
know what quietness is; we think that quietness is indifference, carelessness, 
indisposition to concern oneself about anybody’s interests.  That is not 
quietness, that is more nearly an approach to death: peace is not indifference, 
it is the last result of the operation of ten thousand conflicting forces.  We are 
only at peace after we have been at war, and after we have accepted the 
music of the will of God. 
pp. 38-39 
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Wiersbe says: 
 
COLOSSIANS 2 
 
 Paul wrote to the Colossians, “You must never allow anyone to come 
between you and Christ.  In Him is all wisdom and knowledge (v. 3) and all 
the fullness of God (v. 9), and you are complete in Him (v. 10).  Why accept a 
substitute?” 
 Let no one deceive you (4).  Religious systems seem so inviting, and 
their leaders are so persuasive.  But if you follow them, you will substitute 
man’s ideas for God’s truth. 
 Let no one cheat you (8).  Here the thief is man-made philosophy and 
tradition, pleasing to the world but rejected by the Lord.  If you have all 
fullness in Christ, why substitute man’s empty philosophies? 
 Let no one judge you (16).  Legalism is the robber here (v. 21), stealing 
your liberty in Christ and making you live by religious regulations instead of 
by God’s grace. 
 Let no one defraud you (18).  Here the culprit is religious mysticism 
that replaces spiritual nourishment from Christ with empty (but exciting) 
religious experiences. 
 You have in Christ all that you need.  Beware substitutes! 
p. 784 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
 This I am saying in order that no one may be leading you astray by 
false reasoning in the sphere of specious discourse.  For if, as is the case, I am 
in fact absent in my flesh, yet I am with you in my spirit, rejoicing and 
beholding your orderly array and the solid front of your faith in Christ.  In 
the same manner, therefore, as you receive the Christ, Jesus, the Lord, in 
Him be constantly ordering your behavior, having been rooted with the 
present result that you are firmly established, and constantly being built up 
in Him and constantly being established with reference to the Faith, even as 
you were instructed, abounding in it in the sphere of thanksgiving.  Be ever 
on your guard lest there shall be someone who leads you astray through his 
philosophy, even futile deceit, which is according to the tradition of men, 
according to the rudimentary teachings of the world, and not according to 
Christ . . . 
p. 35 
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Let’s dig into the verses now in the passage: 
 
 Stage #5: Living in Christ (2:4-8) 
 
 
Our KEY VERSES will be verses 6-7. 
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v. 4  This I am saying, in order that no one may be deceiving you by plausible 
[but false] arguments.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 4: 
 

I say this so that no one will deceive you through arguments that 
sound reasonable.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 4: 
 

I’m telling you this because I don’t want anyone leading you off on 
some wild-goose chase, after other so-called mysteries, or “the Secret.” 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Only this full knowledge and wisdom of Christ can keep a believer from being 
deceived by fine-sounding arguments (pithanologia, occurring only here in 
the NT, is lit., “persuasive speech” that uses plausible but false arguments).  
Truth and persuasion do not always correlate.  Error can persuade, and truth 
can be compelling at times.  It all depends on whether one has the full truth 
and a complete commitment to it.   
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Let’s go BACK to Colossians 2:1 because it will help us set the stage for what 
is being said here in verse 4. 
 
 
Colossians 2:1 (DAV) 
 

For I am desiring you to know how great a struggle I am having in 
your behalf and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my 
face in the flesh, 

 
 
Paul is very passionate about what he is writing and his heart is deeply 
concerned over the condition in the Colossian and Laodicean churches. 
 
 
In verse 4 he says: 
 

“THIS I AM SAYING.” 
 
 
Then he gives you the PURPOSE behind what he is saying: 
 

“IN ORDER THAT NO ONE MAY BE DECEIVING YOU BY 
PLAUSIBLE [BUT FALSE] ARGUMENTS.” 

 
 
The word “DECEIVING” is in the PRESENT TENSE and obviously is 
revealing the motivation behind these false teachers.  They have: 
 

“PLAUSIBLE [BUT FALSE] ARGUMENTS.” 
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There is an ad that you see oftentimes during the ballgames at this time of 
year.  The statement is: 
 

SHOW ME THE CARFAX! 
 
 
In other words, before you try to sell me a used car, I want to know its 
history.  I want to know if it has been in any accidents.  I want to know if 
these are the real miles on the vehicle.  By this knowledge I would be able to 
make an intelligent decision. 
 
 
That is exactly what is happening in Colossae and Laodicea.  There are those 
who are trying to deceive them “BY PLAUSIBLE [BUT FALSE] 
ARGUMENTS.” 
 
 
What Paul has just said in verse 3 is, in Christ—“are all the hidden treasures 
of the wisdom and knowledge”—is said with a PURPOSE: 
 

“IN ORDER THAT NO ONE MAY BE DECEIVING YOU BY 
PLAUSIBLE [BUT FALSE] ARGUMENTS.” 

 
 
Don’t get fooled by those who would say that it resides someplace else. 
 
 
The Colossians were facing this problem of error and those who were 
teaching it sounded awfully convincing. 
 
 
One of the big problems facing the church of Jesus Christ today is the error 
that is being taught.  Many are confused and don’t know what to believe. 
 
 
To guard against this, the Apostle Paul makes the statement in: 
 
Colossians 1:28 (DAV) 
 

Whom we are proclaiming, admonishing every man and teaching every 
man in all wisdom, in order that we may present every man mature in 
Christ. 
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1 Corinthians 2:4 (TLB) 
 

And my preaching was very plain, not with a lot of oratory and human 
wisdom, but the Holy Spirit’s power was in my words, proving to those 
who heard them that the message was from God. 

 
 
Ephesians 4:14 (TLB) 
 

Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds 
about what we believe because someone has told us something 
different, or has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the 
truth. 

 
 
In the letter of 1 John, John writes to these young Christians and lets them 
know that there are many false prophets or teachers who have gone into the 
world.  He suggests for their protection, that in fellowship with the Lord they 
experience being taught by the spirit, the truth. 
 
 
He says to them, “You are having an anointing and this anointing, is the 
indwelling Holy Spirit, who’s been given for the express purpose of teaching 
us all things.” 
 
 
1 John 2:27 (DAV) 
 

As for you, the anointing which you received from Him is abiding in 
you, and you are not having need that anyone keep on teaching you; 
but even as His anointing is teaching you concerning all things, and is 
true and is not a lie, and even as He taught you, keep on abiding in 
Him. 

 
 
1 John 4:1-2 (TLB) 
 

Dearly loved friends, don’t always believe everything you hear just 
because someone says it is a message from God: test it first to see if it 
really is.  For there are many false teachers around, and the way to 
find out if their message is from the Holy Spirit is to ask: Does it really 
agree that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, actually became man with a 
human body?  If so, then the message is from God. 
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One of the toughest assignments in the Christian life as you begin to move 
toward maturity is to remain faithful and go on living in Christ and separate 
truth from error. 
 
 
John tells the young believers that the TWO-FOLD PROTECTION which is 
theirs from error is: 
 

1. the ANOINTING of the Spirit and 
 

2. their continuing to ABIDE in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
When we throw ourselves open to the teaching of the Spirit of God, guiding us 
into the word of truth and we stay in a dependent position of abiding in Jesus 
Christ, we’re going to be guided along a straight path with regard to this 
matter of truth. 
 
 
It would be well for us to consider Paul’s words to Timothy in: 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV) 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth 

 
 
What Paul is saying is: 
 

Don’t get sidetracked.  
 
 
It’s like Peter on the water.  While he was walking on the water he had his 
eyes of Jesus.  When he got his eyes on the winds and waves, down he went. 
 
 
Keep the focal point in your life upon Jesus and upon His words. 
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Another important issue is: 
 

Don’t believe there’s something more. 
 
 
If it isn’t working, seek the Lord’s face and change in the areas that the Spirit 
reveals to you. 
 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
In N.T. only here and Jas. i. 22; frequent in Sept. and later Greek writers.  It 
applies primarily to false reckoning, and thence to fallacious reasoning . . . 
p. 242 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
 If believers come to a settled understanding that true treasure is found 
only in Christ, they won’t be deceived by fine-sounding arguments.  This term 
literally means “pithy words.”  False teaching promotes itself through 
“smooth talk,” but it’s still just “high sounding nonsense.”  We need to be 
careful of lies that come all dressed up in persuasive speech when all they do 
is hide naked error. 
p. 303 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
4  Paul now expresses the reason for his anxious concern.  His words in vv. 1-
3 have been written so that the Colossian errorists will not “deceive” . . . the 
Christians in Colosse and lead them away from their convictions about 
Christ.  “Deceive” implies leading astray by false reasoning; “fine-sounding 
arguments” has something of the same meaning, implying the attempt to 
convince someone by “fast talk.” 
p. 826 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
The believers in Colosse already knew what they needed to know to be saved; 
they already knew the One they needed to know to have eternal life.  But 
they needed to grow to maturity in the faith they had received.  Paul 
reaffirmed this to them in 2:1-3 so that they would not be deceived by any 
arguments from false teachers.  At first, lies don’t sound like lies.  The false 
teachers did a good job of making their teachings sound plausible and of 
using persuasive tactics to cause the believers to question their faith.  When 
believers are fully committed to the truth in Jesus, they will not be easily 
deluded when others offer “treasures of wisdom” not found in Christ. 
pp. 184-85 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 4-5  “What I mean is this,” says Paul, “don’t let anyone talk you round 
with plausible arguments.  Although I am personally absent from you, I am 
with you in spirit, and I rejoice as I watch your orderly Christian behavior 
and your firm Christian faith.” 
p. 92 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
. . . the minds of the pious ought to be preoccupied with this persuasion—that 
the knowledge of Christ is of itself amply sufficient.  And, unquestionably, 
this is the key that can close the door against all base errors. 
p. 176 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
By this he means, that those are out of danger who remain in Christ, but that 
those who are not satisfied with Christ are exposed to all fallacies and 
deceptions. 
p. 176 
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Carson says: 
 
He has spoken of Christ as being the only real source of wisdom and 
knowledge in order to show the utter contrast between the truth of God and 
the erroneous speculations of the false teachers.  Their theories mislead 
because they spring from faulty reasoning, the fallacy of which is clouded by 
the persuasive arguments with which they are advocated.  Such enticing 
words may have a specious appearance of being true; but if the believer will 
but pause and reflect he will see that they are very different from the 
powerful demonstration which the Spirit gives. 
p. 58 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
“What I am saying, or have just said, as to my anxiety for you, and as to the 
treasury of genuine science in the gospel, has this purpose—to put you on 
your guard.  Do not listen to these specious harangues about their boasted 
possession of the only or the inner . . . It is all a delusion intended to impose 
upon you.  Purest wisdom and loftiest knowledge are not in their keeping, but 
in yours; for in that mystery into which you have been now so fully initiated, 
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge.” 
p. 119 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
This is a common accompaniment of heretical novelty.  It professes, by a 
process of dilution or elimination, to simplify what is obscure, unravel what is 
intricate, reconcile what is involved in discrepancy, or adapt to reason what 
seems to be above it.  Or it deals in mystery, and seeks to charm by a 
pretence of occult wisdom, and the discovery of recondite senses and 
harmonies.  It was a form of similar mysticism, priding itself in intimate 
communion with the invisible and the spiritual, that seems to have been 
introduced at Colosse. 
p. 120 
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Fergusson says: 
 
 He gives a further reason of his so great care to establish them in the 
truth, or of his mentioning that fulness of knowledge which is in Christ and 
the gospel, that hereby they might be guarded against all seducers who 
intended to draw them from Christ and the simplicity of the gospel, whether 
by false arguments or ensnaring persuasions. 
p. 346 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 The verb “beguile” . . . literally means “to reason or speak beside.”  
Beguilement involves faulty logic which is not based upon the authoritative 
Word of God.  It uses erroneous interpretations, giving meanings and making 
applications other than those which are normally accepted.  In nonbiblical 
literature, the term denoted cheating by false reasoning.  Paul warned 
against building upon a foundation that was placed beside Christ, rather 
than upon a proper doctrinal comprehension of His person and redemptive 
work (I Cor. 3:11).  The word is used elsewhere only once: “But be ye doers of 
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving [same word] your own selves” 
(James 1:22). 
pp. 94-95 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
With reference at least to what he has just said in verses 1-3 but more 
probably to all of 1:3-2:3, Paul continues: I say this in order that no one may 
mislead you by persuasive argument.  Do not exchange demonstrated facts, 
regarding the fulness that is in Christ, for specious reasoning. 
p. 106 
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Henry says: 
 
 The apostle cautions the Colossians against deceivers (v. 4): And this I 
say lest any man beguile you with enticing words; and v. 8.  Lest any man 
spoil you.  Satan spoils souls by beguiling them.  He deceives them, and by 
this means slays them.  He could not ruin us if he did not cheat us; and he 
could not cheat us but by our own folly.  Satan’s agents beguile them with 
enticing words.  How many are ruined by the flattery of those who lie in wait 
to deceive!  “That which they aim at is to spoil you.” 
p. 1871 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
THE MOTIVATION BEHIND PAUL’S CONCERN (vv. 4, 5) 
 
Paul was motivated to say all of the above because he was concerned that the 
Colossians were being led astray.  In verse 4 we read, “I tell you this so that 
no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments.”  The Gnostics’ clever 
arguments could easily lead astray those who were not knit together in 
brotherly love and thus fully enjoying the treasures of Christ’s wisdom and 
knowledge.  It was an important warning in Paul’s day, and it is equally 
apropos today when the means of persuasion are so highly developed.  We are 
subject to space-age subtleties which the apostle could never have imagined.  
For our souls’ sake, there must be a deep, growing knowledge of Christ and a 
love among us! 
p. 56 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
enticing words—plausible as wearing the guide of wisdom and humility (vss. 
18, 23). 
p. 1320 
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Lange says: 
 
 With enticing words . . . denotes especially the danger. . . . means 
“adapted to convince, persuading,” . . . 
p. 42 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 
 All of the foregoing has been given with a specific object in view, 
namely, to prevent the Colossian Christians from being led away from Christ 
to some fort of religious substitute either by addition or subtraction.  Paul 
puts it this way in verse 4: “And this I say, lest any man should beguile you 
with enticing words.”  The answer to every peril that threatens them is the 
sufficiency of Christ.  No wisdom of which the world can boast is greater than 
the wisdom in Him.  No pleasure which the world can provide is more 
satisfying than the pleasure in Him.  No life which the world can offer is 
better than the life in Him.  No prospect which the world can paint is more 
glowing and promising than the prospect in Him.  No security which the 
world can give is as certain as the security in Him. 
pp. 80-81 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 4) This is what I am saying, that no one is to engage in cheating you 
with persuasive argument.  For though as to the flesh I am absent, 
nevertheless as to the spirit I am with you, rejoicing and seeing your good 
order and the firm condition of your faith in Christ. 
p. 89 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 2:4 lest anyone should receive you.  Paul did not want the Colossians to 
be deceived by the persuasive rhetoric of the false teachers which assaulted 
the person of Christ.  That is why, throughout chapters 1 and 2, he 
emphasized Christ’s deity and His sufficiency to save believers and bring 
them to spiritual maturity. 
p. 1737 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 Paul expresses the reason or his concern about knowing Christ in verse 
4: I say this in order that no one may delude you with persuasive argument.  
Lightfoot paraphrases Paul’s thought as follows: “I wish to warn you against 
any one who would lead you astray by specious argument and persuasive 
rhetoric” (St. Paul’s Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon [1879; 
reprint, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1959], p. 175).  The basic attack of all 
false systems throughout history has been to deny either Christ’s deity, His 
sufficiency to save and sanctify, or both.  Any group or person doing so is 
guilty of teaching “doctrines of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1).  As purveyors of another 
gospel, they are accursed (Gal. 1:8).  Believers need to have a settled 
conviction about Christ’s deity and sufficiency to be able to withstand the 
onslaughts of such false teaching. 
p. 91 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
 1.  Now Paul will discuss the error of enticing words. 
 

And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words 
[Col. 2:4]. 

 
He is going to deal with the matter of philosophy and enticing words.  
Philosophy and psychology have been substituted for the Bible, and this is 
the thing that is enticing to so many young preachers in our seminaries 
today.  I am amazed to find that some of these men with a Ph.D. degree from 
a seminary know so little about the Bible!  They know all about Bultmann 
and Kant and Plato, but they don’t’ seem to know very much about the Word 
of God.  That is the great problem of our day. 
p. 348 
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McGee says: 
 
 There was that same danger in Colosse and also in Laodicea.  I think 
that is what actually killed the church in Colosse, and it made the church in 
Laodicea the weakest of the seven churches in Asia Minor.  It was in the 
worst spiritual condition, and yet the people thought that they were well off.  
These cities were wealthy.  They boasted of their wealth and affluence and 
also of their knowledge, but they were blind to their true spiritual condition. 
 Paul says, “Don’t let any man beguile you with enticing words.”  
Beguile means “to victimize.”  Enticing words are a lot of oratory or sweet-
talk. 
p. 348 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
Theologically, he was concerned that the Colossians not be deceived by “fine-
sounding arguments.”  The real threat was that they might be deceived by a 
fast line or by smooth talk.  The church had to learn to see beyond the fine-
sounding language of the heretics to the empty and damning arguments they 
were presenting.  Thus, it was to grow in the knowledge of Christ to avoid the 
deceitful traps of heretical arguments.  These heretical arguments came in 
the appearance of deeper theology.  In reality, they were subtle inroads of 
heresy.  
p. 246 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
Now this I say—this word about my importunate prayer that you may all 
grow, and grow together with one another, in the knowledge of Christ’s 
hidden glory—in order that no one may reason you over with . . . beguiling 
talk, persuading you to think another path to peace and holiness more safe, 
more reasonable, more honourable, than this one Way of Christ. 
pp. 127-28 
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O’Brien says: 
 
 Paul has said these things (vs 1-3, especially v 3) to warn the 
Colossians community not to give in to the beguiling speech of the false 
teachers . . . 
p. 97 
 
 
 
Parker says: 
 
What is the meaning of that term?  A process of leading away little by little, a 
short step at a time; an ascent, a casual suggestion, one small omission of 
duty; and especially that wicked practice of attaching different meanings to 
the same words.  There is a sophistry that is ruining the soul by allowing the 
use of a double dictionary, so that a word shall mean this under some 
circumstances, and something different under a totally different class of 
conditions.  The Apostle will have men simple-minded, frank-hearted, 
meaning what they say, saying what they mean, living the while life; 
candidates enrolled in robes white as snow.  “Enticing words” are words that 
lead astray; words that say, Unquestionably you are on the right road, and 
not for one moment ought you to think of leaving that road permanently; yet 
how much you might learn it you would turn aside one little step, to see this 
new flower, to hear this new bird, to behold this new sight. 
p. 43 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
Up to this point it has been suggested that most of Paul’s language and 
thoughts need to be interpreted within the context of the heresy that is 
threatening the church.  Here, however, there is the first direct reference to 
the activity of these false teachers, who, apparently, were quite skilled with 
words.  The Greek uses two colorful words to describe their devious methods: 
first, they use persuasive language (pithanologia, lit., “pithy speech”); second, 
they have the ability to deceive, delude, or seductively charm (paralogizomai) 
their victims.  This necessitates Paul’s strong warning to the Colossians: I tell 
you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments.   
p. 47 
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Phillips says: 
 
 The word for “beguile” is paralogizomai.  It means to deceive by false 
reasoning.  It occurs only here and in James 1:22 where we are warned 
against deceiving ourselves.  The expression “enticing words” comes from the 
word pithanologia, which occurs only here.  It refers to persuasive speech and 
plausible arguments.  The Gnostic cultists were glib talkers.  They marketed 
clever philosophical clichés and were able to make their arguments sound 
logical but they did not deceive Paul.  He saw right through them. 
p. 105 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
 2:4 Do not let the persuasive but deceptive words of false teachers lead 
you from the true “wisdom” (v. 3) in Christ. 
p. 1564 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
 Paul has not overlooked the actual situation in the Lycus Valley.   
“I wish to warn you against any one who would lead you astray by specious 
argument and persuasive rhetoric” (Lightfoot’s paraphrase).  “I am saying 
this that no one may deceive you by plausible speech.” 
pp. 74-75 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
Paul explains why he has made this great claim for Christ at this point in his 
discussion.  May delude (paralogizētai).  Present middle subjunctive of 
paralogizomai, old verb, only here in N.T., with para and logizomai, to count 
aside and so wrong, to cheat by false reckoning, to deceive by false reasoning 
(Epictetus).  With persuasiveness of speech (en pithanologiāi).  Rare word 
(Plato) from pithanos and logos, speech, adapted to persuade, then speciously 
leading astray.  Only here in N.T.  One papyrus example.  The art of 
persuasion is the height of oratory, but it easily degenerates into trickery and 
momentary and flashy deceit such as Paul disclaimed in I Cor. 2:4 . . . 
p. 488 
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Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
“What I mean is this,” says Paul; “don’t let anyone talk you round with 
plausible arguments.  Although I am physically absent from you, I am with 
you in spirit, rejoicing as I watch your orderly Christian behavior and your 
firm Christian faith.” 
p. 224 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
 All deceivers seek to trap their victims by persuasive words, words 
that sound plausible, words that have a ring of truth, and yet are full of error. 
p. 67 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
 (2:4)  Commenting on the words, “And this I say,” Lightfoot quotes 
Paul as saying in effect, “I say all this to you, lest you should be led astray by 
those false teachers who speak of another knowledge, of other mysteries.”  
“Beguile” is paralogizomai, literally, “to reason alongside,” thus, “to reckon 
wrong, to deceive by false reasoning, delude, to lead astray by false 
reasoning.”  “Enticing words” is pithanlogia, from peithō, “to persuade,” and 
logos, “word,” thus, “persuasive words, speech adapted to persuade, discourse, 
in which probable arguments are adduced”; in a bad sense, “persuasiveness of 
speech, specious discourse leading others into error.” 
p. 197 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #5 – Colossians 2 4-8.doc 

32 

(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C. 
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
For our part, we find it far more easy to believe that the Lord made us than 
that we were developed by a long chain of natural selections from floating 
atoms which fashioned themselves. TD100:3 
p. 97 
 
 
I believe certain doctrines because God says they are true; and the only 
authority I have for their truth is the Word of God.  I receive such and such 
doctrines, not because I can prove them to be compatible with reason, not 
because my judgment accepts them, but because God says they are true.  
Now this is one of the best services we can render to God,—to submit 
ourselves to him in our belief of what he has revealed, and ask him to fix his 
truths in our hearts, and make us obey them. 2651.578 
p. 124 
 
 
 
(Through the Looking Glass: Reflections on Christ that Change Us by Kris 

Lundgaard) Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing. Copyright – Kris 
Lundgaard, 2000.  

 
A lotta cats copy the Mona Lisa, 

but people still line up to see the original. 
—Louis Armstrong 

p. 1 
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(Winning with People by John C. Maxwell) Nashville, TN: Nelson Books / 
Thomas Nelson Publishers. Copyright – John C. Maxwell, 2004.  

 
 I felt as if I were in the same situation as the old farmer who went to a 
restaurant owner to find out if he wanted to buy a million frog legs.  When 
the proprietor asked where he could find so many frogs, the farmer replied, 
“I’ve got a pond at home just full of them.  They drive me crazy night and 
day.”  After they made an agreement for several hundred frog legs, the 
farmer came back a week later with two scrawny sets of frog legs and a 
foolish look on his face.  “I guess I was wrong,” he stammered.  “There were 
just two frogs in the pond, but they sure were making a lot of noise!” 
p. 146 
 
 
 
Johann Sebastian Bach said: 
 
The aim and final end of all music should be none other than the glory of God 
and the refreshment of the soul.  If heed is not paid to this, it is not true 
music but a diabolical bawling and twanging. 
 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), a German musical composer, made this assertion while 
expressing his conviction concerning he purpose of music. 
(source unknown) 
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v. 5  For though I am absent in my flesh, yet I am with you in my spirit, 
rejoicing and beholding your orderly manner and the steadfastness of 
your faith in Christ.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 5: 
 

For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in 
spirit, rejoicing to see your morale and the firmness of your faith in 
Christ.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 5: 
 

I’m a long way off, true, and you may never lay eyes on me, but believe 
me, I’m on your side, right beside you.  I am delighted to hear of the 
careful and orderly ways you conduct your affairs, and impressed with 
the solid substance of your faith in Christ.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Hence even though Paul was absent from the Colossians, he delighted in how 
orderly . . . and how firm (steadfast, solid) their faith in Christ was. 
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I am not there with you in the flesh but I am in there in the Spirit through 
my prayers, beholding what is going on. 
 
 
The concern that was manifested back in Colossians 1:23 is now gone. 
 
 
Colossians 1:23 (DAV) 
 

if indeed you are continuing in the faith, having been founded and 
steadfast, and without shifting from the hope of the gospel . . . 

 
 
This verse is completely on the positive.  He is: 
 

“REJOICING” and 
 
“BEHOLDING.” 

 
 
Love always believes the best.   
 
 
The SPIRIT deals with the POSITIVE. 
 
 
The FLESH deals with the NEGATIVE. 
 
 
He is “REJOICING” because he has confidence that they are going to remain 
STEADFAST and not be deceived by the “plausible . . . arguments” that are 
being presented. 
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Now we will note that in his mind’s eye he beholds TWO THINGS: 
 

1. “[THEIR] ORDERLY MANNER” and 
 

2. “THE STEADFASTNESS OF [THEIR] FAITH IN CHRIST.” 
 
 
“[THEIR] ORDERLY MANNER.”  
 
 
The figure is one of a military line unbroken and intact.  A few stragglers had 
gone over to the Gnostic heresy, but panic had not as yet set in.  They were 
still standing up.   
 
 
Ephesians 6:13 was true of them. 
 
 
Ephesians 6:13 (TLB) 
 

So use every piece of God’s armor to resist the enemy whenever he 
attacks, and when it is all over, you will stand by standing up. 

 
 
They have dug in.  They are hanging in there.  They’re staying in place. 
 
 
“BEHOLDING . . . THE STEADFASTNESS OF [THEIR] FAITH IN 
CHRIST.” 
 
 
The word “STEADFASTNESS” also conveys the same military idea. 
 
 
They were HOLDING THEIR GROUND.   
 
 
They were NOT RETREATING. 
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1 Corinthians 15:58 (KJV) 
 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord 

 
 
Someone had shared that the armor which is provided for the Christian to do 
battle does not have any coverings for the back. 
 
 
Faced towards the battle, we have all the equipment necessary to experience 
victory.  But as the faithful servants of the Lord, we should never be caught 
turning tail and running. 
 
 
If Satan cannot defeat us by getting us bogged down in our love for this 
present world.  He’ll work on us with regard to the matter of false teaching 
and endeavor to sidetrack us into some fascinating heresy. 
 
 
Their faith was Christ-centered faith.  We note together that Paul is 
struggling in prayer for them and they are struggling for the faith. 
 
 
There is something very beautiful about a person who resists the temptation 
to yield to the pressure of those who are teaching the Scriptures in error in 
order to accomplish their own objectives. 
 
 
“STEADFASTNESS” is depicted in men like: 
 

JOSEPH who resisted temptation, 
 
DANIEL who purposed in his heart, and 
 
JESUS CHRIST Himself who endured such contradiction of sinners 
against Himself. 
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“FOR THOUGH I AM ABSENT IN MY FLESH, YET I AM WITH YOU IN 
MY SPIRIT.” 
 
 
There are TWO THINGS he says he is doing and they are both in the 
PRESENT TENSE: 
 

1. “REJOICING” and 
 

2. “BEHOLDING” some things about them. 
 
 
“BEHOLDING”: 
 

1. “YOUR ORDERLY MANNER” and 
 
2. “THE STEADFASTNESS OF YOUR FAITH IN CHRIST.” 

 
 
Christ is mentioned FIVE TIMES in these five verses. 
 
 
He is the CENTRAL FOCUS of a believer who is wanting to walk in 
obedience.  He is going to do this by keeping his focus on the Lord Jesus, and 
very still and sensitive to the Spirit’s instruction as He says: 
 
Isaiah 30:21 (KJV) 
 

. . . This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and 
when ye turn to the left 
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Abbott says: 
 
Here the idea of a well-ordered state lies much nearer than that of an army.  
The apostle rejoices in the orderly arrangement of the Colossian Church. 
p. 243 
 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
 We gather from this that the Church at Colossae was still 
substantially sound in the faith, and it is instructive to observe how here as 
in other Epistles St. Paul is careful to commend what he finds deserving of 
commendation. 
p. 244 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
The bad news in the Book of Colossians is that believers were under attack.  
The good news is that they were standing strong.  Paul, though . . . absent  
. . . in body, is delight[ed] to see how orderly . . . and . . . firm [their] faith in 
Christ is.  Orderly and firm are military metaphors which paint the picture of 
the Colossians not breaking rank or defecting.  When the enemy attacked, 
the Colossians maintained a solid front. 
p. 304 
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Barclay says: 
 
The true Church should have in it a soldier’s discipline.  As the Authorized 
Version has it, Paul is glad to hear of the order and of the steadfastness of the 
faith of the Colossians.  These two words present a vivid picture, for they are 
both military words.  The word which is translated order is taxis, which 
means a rank or an ordered arrangement.  The Church should be like an 
ordered army, rank upon rank, with every man in his appointed place, ready 
and willing to obey the word of command.  The word which is translated 
steadfastness is stereōma, which means a solid bulwark, an immovable 
phalanx.  It describes an army set out in an unbreakable square, solidly 
immovable against the shock of the charge of the enemy.  Within the Church 
there should be a disciplined order and a strong steadiness, like the order and 
the steadiness of a trained and disciplined body of troops. 
p. 158 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
5  Paul was no indifferent spectator of his readers’ problems but had a sincere 
interest in them.  Though not physically with them, he felt his spiritual 
oneness with them and rejoiced in their orderliness and in the firmness of 
their faith.  “How orderly you are” contains a military term connoting the 
orderly array of a band of disciplined soldiers.  “Firm” . . . also belongs to 
military parlance and means solidity and compactness.  If this is the imagery 
Paul intended, he sees the situation of the Colossians as being like that of an 
army under attack and affirms that their lines were unbroken, their 
discipline intact, and their “faith in [reliance on] Christ” unshaken. 
pp. 826-27 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Paul’s presence in spirit was so real to him that he wrote of actually “seeing” 
them—their good order and steadfast faith.  Good order refers to 2:2 where 
Paul spoke of their unity as a well-organized, orderly body of believers, 
resulting in high morale.  The steadfastness of your faith revealed the solid 
foundation on which the church had been built.  These two characteristics 
caused Paul to rejoice, for they meant that the Colossians had not succumbed 
to the false teaching.  They were a unified body, steadfast in their faith.  
Paul’s prayers, toil, and struggle had not been in vain.  Does your church 
reflect the same kind of unity and solidarity in faith that Paul rejoiced to see?  
p. 185 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
Lest any one should object that the admonition was unseasonable, as coming 
from a place so remote, he says, that his affection towards them made him be 
present with them in spirit, and judge of what is expedient for them, as 
though he were present. 
p. 177 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
“Joying and beholding your order.”  One would naturally expect the apostle to 
say—seeing and rejoicing; that is, rejoicing because he saw. 
p. 121 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
“And the solidity of your faith in Christ.”  The noun . . . is not found 
elsewhere in the New Testament. 
p. 123 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #5 – Colossians 2 4-8.doc 

42 

Eadie says: 
 
In such a crisis as that, when fluctuation would have been incipient ruin, it 
was not the elevation of their faith, nor its growth, nor any of its fruits, but 
this one feature of it—its unshaken constancy—which the watchful eye of the 
apostle so carefully noted, and so joyously recorded. . . . The very position of 
the words is emphatic . . . distinguished and glorified the faith. . . . It reposed 
on Christ—an unshaken as its object.  His love never wavers, His power 
never fails, His fidelity never resiles from its pledge.  And those unseen 
blessings which faith surveys are unchanging in their certainty and glory.  
The portals of heaven are never barred—its living stream is never dried up; 
the pearls of its gates are unsoiled, nor is the gold of its pavement ever worn 
through.  Surely, then, faith ought to be as steadfast as the foundation on 
which it rests, and the object which it contemplates and secures. 
pp. 123-24 
 
 
 
Fergusson says: 
 
 He giveth another reason of his solicitous care for them, to wit, the 
inward affection which he carried to them: hereby also he anticipateth an 
objection, how he who lived at such a distance, and was unacquainted, could 
take upon him to prescribe unto them; and showeth, though he was absent 
from them in body, yet he was present with them in spirit, both by his 
affectionate minding of them, and, as it seemeth, by the knowledge which he 
had of their affairs, through extraordinary revelation . . . 
p. 346 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
 Before the Apostle sounds a more definite warning, he expressed his 
joy in seeing their order and steadfastness of their faith in Christ.  No doubt 
a part of the Colossian church stood unwavering for the faith, while others 
had given ear to the delusive teachings.  “As ye have therefore received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him, rooted and built up in Him and 
stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving.”  This was their danger, as it is still more in these days of 
declension and delusion, our danger, not to walk in Him, rooted and built up 
in Him.  They were not satisfied with Christ only. 
p. 64 
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Gromacki says: 
 
 Paul’s response to the report by Epaphras and to the situation at 
Colosse was twofold (“joying and beholding”).  He reckoned himself to be a 
present observer and he rejoiced about what he saw.  It is always an 
encouragement to Christians to go on in their faith when others tell them 
that they are noticed and appreciated. 
p. 96 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 Second, Paul describes the Colossians’ unity in two ways.  First, they 
had “order” (taxin).  In the military world, orderly soldiers were those who 
had no breaks or breaches in their ranks.  Each was in his assigned place and 
performed his duty.  In the Jewish world, the term was used of the priestly 
orders of Aaron and of Melchisedec . . . This word conveys the idea that each 
priest carried out his own responsibilities in order that the goal of the entire 
priesthood would be fulfilled.  A disorderly person, on the other hand, 
disobeys the clear commandments given to him (I Cor. 14:37, 40; II Thess. 
3:6-11). 
 Second, the Colossians had “stedfastness.”  The emphasis of “order” is 
on individuality, but the focus of this word is on corporate strength.  This 
noun . . . is found only here, but its adjective form is used of the “sure” 
foundation of God . . . the “strong” meat of the Scriptures . . . and “stedfast” 
resistance to Satan . . . The verb form . . . referred to ankle bones made strong 
. . . and to the establishment of churches in the faith . . . In warfare, it 
depicted the strength of a united front.  
pp. 96-97 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
 II.  His concern for them is repeated (v. 5): Though I am absent in the 
flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying, and beholding your order, and 
the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.  We may be present in spirit with 
those from whom we are absent in body.  Though he had never seen them he 
tells them he could easily think himself among them, and look with pleasure 
upon their good behavior.  The more steadfast our faith in Christ is, the 
better order there will be in our whole conversation. 
p. 1871 
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Hughes says: 
 
 The Spirit of God had united both Paul and the Colossians to Christ.  
Because they all lived in Christ, Paul was present in spirit with them, 
“struggling” on their behalf.  Paul’s great heart sizzled! 
 Paul’s passion was that the Church might be “united in love” so that it 
would attain the mystery of God—namely, Christ.  This ought to be our 
passion. 
 
 Thou, O Christ, art all I want; 
  More than all in Thee I find. 
 
 Let us journey toward the Son until he fills the whole sky. 
p. 57 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
As “order” expresses the outward aspect of the Church; so “steadfastness” 
expresses the inner basis on which their Church rested.  The Greek literally 
implies not an abstract quality, but the thing in the concrete; thus their 
“faith” here is the solid thing which constituted the basis of their Church. 
p. 1320 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
“Joying and beholding” describe the mode of Paul’s presence.  The joy is 
emphasized by the position, in order to point to the noble possession which it 
concerns: his joy on this account enchains him, so that he stands there as a 
spectator. 
p. 43 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 
 Paul rejoiced in their order and their stedfastness.  Both of these terms 
were military.  In their order they resembled an army and not a mob.  They 
were a compact unit.  They were walking together and working together. 
p. 82 
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Lenski says: 
 
If Paul could visit Colosse he himself would soon rout all attempts of the 
Judaizers to carry into effect such cheating.  But he has been a prisoner for 
over three years and is still without prospect of immediate release.  This 
explains . . . which puzzles some: “For though as to the flesh (dative of 
relation) I am absent (from you), nevertheless as to the spirit I am . . . which 
does not mean that Paul is in thought and spirit present with the Colossians 
but that “as to his spirit,” as to his real person, he is supporting them. 
p. 90 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
He is not one who waits until the damage is done; he acts with promptness so 
that no damage shall ever be done, so that with his help the Colossians shall 
stand more firmly than ever.  That is a far more joyful task than repairing 
damage after it has been done, especially when such damage might have 
been prevented by taking proper measures in time.  Fortify in advance! is the 
proper procedure. 
p. 92 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
The enforced companionship of St Paul with the soldiers of the prætorian 
guard at this time . . . might have suggested this image.  At all events in the 
contemporary epistle . . . we have an elaborate metaphor from the armour of 
a soldier. 
p. 176 
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Lovett says: 
 
SETTLED.  The most wonderful secret any Christian can learn is 
contentment with Christ Himself—as a Person!  The Colossian deceivers 
offered deeper experiences by way of their rituals and exercises.  Some 
believers were led into strange experiences purported to be more spiritual 
than simple faith in Jesus.  Even the term “deeper life” implies simple faith is 
shallow.  Depth in Christ is not found in mysteries or more knowledge.  It is a 
matter of intimacy with Jesus, letting Him satisfy the soul’s longing with His 
presence.  Those seeking DEEPER experiences become vulnerable to 
STRANGE experiencing authored by Satan even though they appear inspired 
and are sought in the Name of the Lord (Mt. 7:22).  Obedience to the light one 
already has will carry him deeper into the Christ-life than soaking up more 
knowledge. 
p. 177 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
Their “good order” and “steadfast faith” (both military terms depicting a solid 
rank of soldiers drawn up for battle) brought great joy to the apostle’s heart. 
p. 1738 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Having warned the Colossians to continue to stand firm, Paul rejoices 
that they are doing so.  Although absent in body due to his imprisonment, 
Paul was present with them in spirit.  Their good discipline and the stability 
of their faith in Christ caused him to rejoice.  Taxis (good discipline) and 
stereōma (stability) are both military terms, perhaps suggested by Paul’s 
close contact with Roman soldiers during his imprisonment (cf. Acts 28:16; 
Phil. 1:13).  Taxis refers to a line of soldiers drawn up for battle, whereas 
stereōma refers to the solidity of a formation of soldiers.  Taken together, 
they express Paul’s joy that individually and collectively the Colossians were 
standing firm against the attacks of false teaching.  His goal for them is that 
they remain settled in their present true understanding, and not yield to 
doubt from those attacks. 
pp. 91-92 
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McGee says: 
 
At this time the word that was coming back to Paul was that this church was 
standing. 
 “Beholding your order.”  Order is a military term, and it means “to 
stand shoulder to shoulder.”  That is what believers ought to be doing—
standing shoulder to shoulder.  Instead, many today re trying to undermine 
or take advantage of another believer.  Oh that we could stand shoulder to 
shoulder with one another! 
p. 349 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
 Steadfastness means “to have a solid front, to be immovable.”  The 
literal translation would be “stereotype,” or the opposite of moveable type.  
Paul writes this same thought to the Corinthians: “Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 
Cor. 15:58).  The Colossian church had a reputation for steadfastness, and 
Paul wanted them to continue like that and not be led away by the oratory of 
some. 
p. 349 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
Paul delighted in the nature of their Christian commitment.  It was orderly 
and firm.  Some point out that these are military terms.  If so, they suggest 
the camp was in order, the defenses in place.  They had begun well.  The 
combination of terms reveals that the false teaching had not had good success 
to this point.  Now Paul wanted to see their faith develop equally. 
p. 246 
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Moule says: 
 
. . . the solid front, of your faith in Christ, your spiritual coherence and 
steadfastness, due to your common reliance on your Lord.  But if such is, as it 
is, your present happy state, see that it is continued in a continuous 
dependence on the same glorious Secret. 
p. 128 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
Paul’s sense of being “spiritually present” with his fellow-Christians at a 
distance was extremely strong and vivid.  The clearest and most remarkable 
example is recorded at 1 Corinthians 5:3-5, where he speaks of himself as 
being present in spirit . . . in the assembly at Corinth, while living at 
Ephesus, in order to take part in a disciplinary action.  In that case his 
presence was assured to a congregation with which he was well acquainted.  
Here he gives the same assurance to a church he had not previously visited, 
while his presence was for “a much happier purpose” . . .  
p. 98 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
. . . the church was still basically sound in the faith, preserving the apostolic 
message and persisting in it.  The heresy had not achieved anything like real 
success . . . though it may well have encroached on a section of the 
Christians, threatening to disrupt others.  On the basis of their adherence to 
the apostolic gospel, with its center being Christ Jesus as Lord, the apostle is 
now able to attack the heresy which has been enticingly presented (v 4). 
p. 99 
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Parker says: 
 
We are only safe in our steadfastness.  Only he who says, No! broadly, 
proudly, ringingly, can be right.  He would be called very narrow-minded, 
puritanical, pharisaical, self-righteous, legal, and so forth.  He can bear all 
such descriptives because his own heart doth not condemn him.  He says, I 
will not turn to the right hand or to the left, I will walk steadfastly towards 
the polar star.  Happy he!  “My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.” 
pp. 43-44 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
 The spiritual presence of Paul with this congregation is so real that he 
actually speaks of seeing them.  And what Paul sees causes him to rejoice, for 
they have not yet succumbed to the false teaching.  His prayers and his labor 
have not been in vain; the Colossians stand firmly together in their faith in 
Christ. 
p. 47 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
. . . Although Paul did not know the Colossians and Laodiceans personally 
(2:1), his strong feelings for them and the vivid report from Epaphras (1:7) 
Made him feel present with them in spirit (1 Cor. 5:3-5). 
p. 1564 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
The military line (from tassō), unbroken, intact.  A few stragglers had gone 
over to the Gnostics, but there had been no panic, no breach in the line.  
Steadfastness (stereōma).  From stereoō (from stereos) to make steady, and 
probably the same military metaphor as in taxin just before.  The solid part 
of the line which can and does stand the attack of the Gnostics. 
p. 489 
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Trentham says: 
 
 Paul declares, “For though I am a long way from you in body, in spirit I 
am by your side, watching like a proud father the solid steadfastness of your 
faith in Christ” (Col. 2:5, Phillips).  Many use Paul’s statement to say, “I can’t 
be at church but I’ll be with you in spirit.”  They forget that Paul was in 
prison at this time. 
p. 103 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
 (2:5)  The phrase “in the spirit” refers to Paul’s human spirit.  “It is the 
common antithesis of the flesh and the spirit, or body and spirit” (Lightfoot).  
The words, “rejoicing and beholding,” the same authority says, “must not be 
regarded as a logical inversion.  The contemplation of their orderly array, 
though it might have been the first cause, was afterwards the consequence of 
the apostle’s rejoicing.  He looked because it gave him satisfaction to look.”  
“Order” is taxis, a military term speaking of an orderly array of soldiers.  
Paul wrote this from his prison in Rome where he had constant contact with 
soldiers.  “Steadfastness” is stereōma, another military word, a noun form 
coming from the verb stereoō, “to make solid.”  First Maccabees has the verb; 
“he solidified the battle, massed his lines.”  “Faith is represented as a host 
solidly drawn up: your solid front, close phalanx” (Vincent).  Expositors says; 
“It is clear that the Church as a whole remained true to the doctrine it had 
been taught.”  
pp. 197-8 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #5 – Colossians 2 4-8.doc 

51 

(Between a Rock and a Grace Place: Divine Surprises in the Tight Spots of 
Life by Carol Kent)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Carol 
Kent, 2010. 

 
 As I lived out my decision to relinquish my future at the same time I 
was choosing hope, God began to show me a way out of my hell, and he 
taught me something that profoundly changed the way I respond to suffering: 
If I choose to look for God right in the midst of my circumstances rather than 
looking for a way out of my hard place, he will reveal himself to me.  More 
often than not, the very thing that is bringing me so much anguish is what 
God wants to use to show me more of his character, his faithfulness, and his 
plan for my life. 
p. 34 
 
 
 
(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by David 

Jeremiah)  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– David 
Jeremiah, 2007. 

 
 Even if we make up only one percent of our culture, there’s a power in 
the presence of Christians that permeates society and sets into play the grace 
of God.  And William Wilberforce, the statesman who almost single-handedly 
championed the abolition of slave trading in the British Empire, is living 
proof of this. 
 Dwarfed by disease, Wilberforce didn’t appear to be a person who could 
accomplish much.  But here’s what biographer James Boswell wrote after 
listening to one of his speeches: “I saw a shrimp mount the table; but as I 
listened, he grew and grew until the shrimp became a whale.” 
 It was said of Wilberforce, “Tiny, elfish, misshapen, he was salt to 
British society, not only bringing preservation but enticement to Christ by his 
beautiful life.  A little salt makes its presence felt.”3 
 
3. R. Kent Hughes, The Sermon on the Mount: The Message of the Kingdom, Preaching 

the Word Series (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 80. 
p. 26 
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(Turning Points: Moments of Decision in the Presence of God by David 
Jeremiah) Nashville, TN: Integrity. Copyright – David Jeremiah, 2005. 

 
 “My faith is the same faith which is found in every believer.  It has 
been increased little by little for the last 26 years.  Many times when I could 
have gone insane from worry, I was at peace because my soul believed the 
truth of God’s promises.  God’s word, together with the whole character of 
God, as He has revealed Himself, settles all questions.  His unchangeable 
love and His infinite wisdom calmed me.  I know, ‘God is able and willing to 
deliver me.’  It is written, ‘He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?’ 
[Romans 8:32].” 
p. 87 
 
 
 
(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 

Hendrickson. Copyright – Unknown.  
 
Past deliverances are strong pleas for present assistance.  What the Lord has 
done He will do again, for He changes not.  He is faithful to His promises, and 
gracious to His saints; He will not turn away from His people. 
 

“Though Thou slay me I will trust, 
  Praise Thee even from the dust, 
  Prove, and tell it as I prove, 
  Thine unutterable love. 
 
  Thou mayst chasten and correct, 
  But Thou never canst neglect; 
  Since the ransom price is paid, 
  On Thy love my hope is stay’d.” 

p. 481 
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I wonder if we’ve ever really thought much about how we affect others by our: 
 

“ORDERLY MANNER AND THE STEADFASTNESS OF [OUR] 
FAITH IN CHRIST”? 

 
 
You will notice that Paul’s response was exciting when he said: 
 

“IN MY SPIRIT, [I AM] REJOICING AND BEHOLDING YOUR 
ORDERLY MANNER AND THE STEADFASTNESS OF YOUR 
FAITH IN CHRIST.” 

 
 
It ought to be our ambition to bring joy to others, inspiration, and 
encouragement by the way we conduct our lives and our steadfast faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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v. 6  In like manner, therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, be 
living (walking around) in Him,  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 6: 
 

Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live 
your lives in him,  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 6: 
 

My counsel for you is simple and straightforward: Just go ahead with 
what you’ve been given.  You received Christ Jesus, the Master; now 
live him.  

 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles verses 6 & 7: 
 
Exhortation to live in Christ (2:6-7). 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
These two verses conclude the argument begun in 1:15.  Paul’s point may be 
summarized thus: Divine exaltation belongs to Christ (1:15-20); in Him are 
found (a) reconciliation to God (1:21-23), (b) the revelation of the mystery of 
Christ (1:24-27), (c) believers’ perfection (1:28-29), and (d) education (wisdom) 
(2:1-5).  Therefore believers should continue to live in Him (vv. 6-7). 
 The Christian life continues as it commenced: just as you received 
Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him.  Paul gave the same kind of 
exhortation to others . . . Since their faith initially laid hold decisively on the 
apostolic gospel, Paul exhorted them not to forsake its divine authority for 
any human sophistry.   
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I have chosen verses 6 & 7 as the KEY VERSES for this particular study: 
 

Stage #5: Living in Christ (2:4-8) 
 
 
These two verses put it all together with regard to our continuing growth into 
Christlikeness.  We are to be daily LIVING IN CHRIST. 
 
 
This is a COMMAND from the pen of the Apostle Paul and is the KEY to the 
FUTURE SUCCESS in withstanding the false teaching, which was being 
presented to them at this time. 
 
 
In like manner, therefore, “AS YOU RECEIVED CHRIST JESUS THE 
LORD.” 
 
 
How did I receive Christ Jesus the Lord? 
 
 
John 1:12 (NASB) 
 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 

 
 
I received Him by faith.  What Paul is saying then is that “I’m to go on living 
daily by faith in Christ.” 
 
 
This agrees with the words of John that we are to allow the Spirit of God to 
guide us into all truth and to continue to abide in Jesus Christ. 
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Richard C. Halverson said: 
 
God give us men, who have learned to walk with Christ a step at a time, a 
moment at a time and who never faint.  Men who cannot be overcome 
because they walk hand in hand, lock-step with the Lord of glory.  This is the 
answer to the splendid frontier that challenges Christians in the mid-
twentieth century. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
May I also say in the twenty-first century. 
 
 
Paul says here in verse 6: 
 

“[IT IS] AS YOU RECEIVED CHRIST JESUS THE LORD.” 
 
 
It is not that I have only allowed Jesus Christ to become my Saviour, but that 
He has also become the Lord. 
 
 
Romans 10:9 (TLB) 
 

For if you tell others with your own mouth that Jesus Christ is your 
Lord, and believe in your own heart that God has raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 

 
 
 
The poet put it this way: 
 

Bond that cannot alter, 
though the flesh may falter, 
in thy face I’ve looked Lord, 
laid my hand in thine. 
 
Own thy claims upon me, 
though my master only. 
I thy slave forever,  
nothing henceforth mine. 

(source unknown) 
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In Study #3 we discerned that fact that Christ wants to be in first place.  He 
wants to be Lord of our lives.  Is Jesus Christ the Lord of your life?  Are you 
committed to Him without reservation? 
 
 
 
Charles H. Spurgeon said: 
 
If Christ be Christ and if God be God, let us give our whole hearts to Him. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 
But we may pray: 
 

Jesus take my life today  
and mold it in thy precious way. 
Oh Saviour, take my life, my all  
and make it subject to thy call. 
 
My heart from worldly cares set free. 
My only thought is serving thee. 
That day by day I may stronger grow 
to serve the Christ who loved me so. 
 
The talents that thou to me lent, 
help me to use them as thou hast meant; 
and not as a slothful servant of thine 
to hide them deep in this world of crime. 
 
But that each talent some fruit shall yield, 
and perhaps be wafted to a foreign field. 
That every talent that I have won 
may render more in thine kingdom to come. 
 
Help me to render the service sweet, 
and lay some trophy at Jesus’ feet, 
and not to labor for the plaudits of men; 
but to hear “well done” when thou comest again. 

(source unknown) 
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Paul concludes verse 6 by saying: 
 

“BE LIVING (WALKING AROUND) IN HIM.” 
 
 
The only way that this can be done is by TOTAL COMMITMENT to Jesus 
Christ.  That means, not my will, but yours be done.  Not my life, but your 
life being lived out in me. 
 
 
In order for me to continue to live physically, I am completely dependent 
upon the functions of my body within me—the air which I breath, the food 
which I eat.  Spiritually, if I am to go on living in Jesus Christ, I must be 
totally dependent upon His life which is now in me. 
 
 
Christ is not only ACTIVE in our CONVERSION, but also in our CONDUCT. 
 
 
Paul uses the word “to walk” to speak of the normal pattern for daily living.  
Just as I was dependent upon Jesus Christ for my salvation, so I must go on 
living in dependence upon the Christ who dwells within me. 
 
 
In this verse and in verse 7 Paul gives us THREE PICTURES of what it 
means to be remaining steadfast in the faith: 
 
 1. “WALKING,” 
 
 2. “ROOTED,” and 
 
 3. “BUILT UP.” 
 
 
Galatians 5:16 (NASB) 
 

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of 
the flesh. 
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Anders says: 
 
Believers can avoid the deception of verse 8 not by just maintaining a solid 
front but by moving forward with steady progress.  When we stop going 
forward, we stall; when we stall, we can fall.  We received Christ Jesus as 
Lord.  Now we are to continue to live with him as our Lord.  Live literally 
means walk.  Step by step, day by day, we are to conduct our affairs in 
conscious submission to the lordship of Jesus Christ.  Life is a journey, and 
we are not expected to spring through it.  We are just to make steady 
progress.  
p. 304 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
 h.  The most impressive thing of all about this life of the Christian is 
the way in which every part of it is connected with Christ.  It is lived in 
Christ (Col. 2:6); it is lived with Christ (v. 13).  It is instructed by Christ, and 
the word of Christ must dwell within the Christian (ch. 3:16). 
p. 94 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
In the true Church life must be in Christ.  Its members must walk in Christ; 
their whole lives must be lived in the conscious presence of Christ. 
p. 158 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 It seems best to take these two verses as a kind of summary appeal 
made in light of the preceding discussion—an appeal for the readers to 
remain true to Christ as Lord. 
p. 827 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
He wants their present conduct to conform regularly to the doctrine taught 
them at the beginning, the doctrine they had committed themselves to at 
their conversion. 
p. 827 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Paul rejoiced in the Colossians’ unity and steadfast faith because these 
proved they had not given ground to the heresy.  But Paul wanted to insure 
that they wouldn’t give in and believe the lies of the false teachers.  So he 
launched into a full-scale rebuttal of the false teaching. 
p. 185 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
 Because Christ dwells within all believers through the Holy Spirit, 
they should walk (conduct their lives) in union with the indwelling Christ.  
The word “walk” refers to ethical conduct and behavior appropriate for those 
who claim Christ.  The verb indicates continuous action: “continue to live” 
(NIV).  The past event of receiving Christ should be a present reality in the 
believers’ daily lives. 
p. 186 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 

6  So then, as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, pursue your 
way of life in him. 

7  Be rooted and built up in him, firmly established in your faith, as 
you have been taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

p. 92 
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Calvin says: 
 
To commendation he adds exhortation, in which he teaches them that their 
having once received Christ will be of no advantage to them, unless they 
remain in him. 
p. 177 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
6.  The therefore looks back to the apostle’s previous statement about their 
stable faith.  This initial acceptance of the gospel is to be the pattern of their 
continuing faithfulness.  To receive, paralambano, may be used, not only in 
its literal sense of taking someone along with oneself, but also (as in 1 
Corinthians xv. 1) of receiving from others a tradition.  Thus the Colossians 
had received the apostolic gospel centring on the Person of Christ.  The aorist 
tense suggests the decisive character of their reception of the Word.  Faith 
had laid hold, not merely on a human tradition, but on a Person.  It was the 
Christ, the only begotten Son of God, whom they had received.  The order of 
the title here underscores the constant emphasis of the Epistle on the divine 
nature of the Son. 
p. 59 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
The verb is often used to describe manner of life, or visible conduct; and that 
life is to be enjoyed in union with Christ.  If reception of Christ the Lord 
refers to inner life, then this walk refers to its outer manifestation.  It was to 
be no inert or latent principle.  Christ was not merely a theme to be idly 
contemplated or admired in a supine and listless reverie; nor a creed to be 
carelessly laid up as in a distant and inaccessible deposit; nor an impulse 
which might produce a passing and periodical vibration, and then sink into 
abeyance and exhaustion; but a power, which, in diffusing itself over mind 
and heart, provided for its own palpable manifestation and recognition in the 
daily life. 
pp. 126-27 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #5 – Colossians 2 4-8.doc 

62 

Garland says: 
 
THE OPENING STATEMENT of this section affirms that the Colossians have 
“received Christ Jesus as Lord” and distinguishes them from their opponents.  
They recognize that Jesus is the Lord, not a divine hero, or a lesser household 
god, or a member of a pantheon of lords.  Since they are bound to him as 
Lord, they are also bound to be obedient to him.  Jesus requires that their 
conduct be consistent with his lordship.  Being in Christ, therefore, 
transforms the way Christians live. 
p. 139 
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Gromacki says: 
 
 Now Paul issues a clear command for the believers to walk in Christ.  
The present tense of the verb . . . stresses the daily walk of spiritual 
development.  Six features of this walk are given.  First, the Colossians were 
to walk “as [they] have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord.”  The 
opening words, “as therefore” . . . form the transition and conclusion to the 
preceding verse where Paul mentioned their saving faith exercised at their 
conversion (“your faith in Christ” . . .).  They received Him by faith; therefore, 
they should walk by faith . . . The verb “received” . . . refers to the time when 
Epaphras evangelized and taught them.  Paul often used this word to 
describe the process of discipleship . . . The title of the Savior, “Christ Jesus 
the Lord,” is unique, occurring only here in Paul’s letters.  It depicts the total 
doctrine of Christology which was under attack.  The Colossians received a 
person, not a philosophy. 
 Second, the Colossians should walk “in him.”  As a fish swims and lives 
in water, so a believer must walk in Him.  Christ Himself said: “. . . without 
me ye can do nothing” . . . The practice of the Christian should manifest his 
position in Him. 
 Third, the believers should be “rooted” . . . At conversion, they actually 
put their roots down deep into Him; now they should continue to draw their 
life and sustenance from Him.  He must be the rich soil out of which they 
grow into fruitful Christians.  The passive voice of the participle indicates 
that God placed the believer into Christ by the baptism in the Holy Spirit . . . 
In the only other New Testament usage of the verb, Paul asserted that 
genuine believers are “rooted” and grounded in love” . . . 
 Fourth, believers should be “built up in him.”  At conversion, all 
believing sinners were “built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone” . . .  The 
emphasis of regeneration is upon the proper foundation; however, the focus of 
spiritual growth is upon the superstructure.  Elsewhere Paul cautioned that 
believers could use two different types of building materials in the formation 
of their lives: “gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble” . . . The first 
three represent quality, value, permanence, a life lived for the glory of God; 
the second three symbolize hypocrisy, faulty motivations, and effort produced 
by the flesh.  At the judgment seat of Christ, Christians will be evaluated on 
the intrinsic worth of their labor . . . 
 Fifth, the Colossians should be “stablished in the faith.”  It is not 
enough to place brick upon brick in a wall of support; bricks must be properly 
anchored and cemented to each other to provide inner strength.  This is true 
for Christians, too—the sphere of stability and firmness is found “in the 
faith.”  This phrase includes the whole body of doctrinal truth which had been 
revealed through the apostles at that time (Jude 3).  It involves content, fact, 
and the various divisions of theology.  A person cannot obtain the necessary 
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stability through his own inner faith or experience.  Although God can teach 
a believer directly from his own inductive Bible study, He normally instructs 
through gifted teachers (“as ye have been taught”).  The Colossians learned 
from Epaphras . . . Paul outlined this procedure for doctrinal pedagogy: “And 
the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to a faithful man, who shall be able to teach others also” . . . If a 
believer is to be taught in the faith, then the teacher himself must know what 
that faith is.  In fact, the pastor-teacher has already been taught by someone 
else . . . 
 Sixth, the believers should walk “abounding therein with 
thanksgiving.”  The word “therein” is actually a proportional phrase “in it,”  
. . . which refers back to “the faith . . .” Instruction in biblical doctrine should 
produce inner joy and gratitude.  The more believers learn about God and His 
redemptive program, the more they should love Him for what He has done for 
them. 
pp. 97-99 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 6, 7.  In close connection with the preceding sentence Paul continues: 
As therefore you accepted Christ Jesus the Lord, (So) in him continue to live.   
p. 107 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
The meaning is, “Colossians, do not be misled.  Let your life (your “walk” or 
conduct) continue to be in harmony with the fact that you have accepted 
Christ Jesus the Lord as your tradition.  You embraced him with a living 
faith, just as you were taught to do” . . . 
p. 107 
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Henry says: 
 
 I.  A sovereign antidote against seducers (v. 6, 7): As you have 
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk you in him, rooted and built 
up, &c.  All Christians have, in profession at least, received Jesus Christ the 
Lord, consented to him, taken him for theirs in every relation and every 
capacity.  The great concern of those who have received Christ is to walk in 
him.  We must walk with him in our daily course and keep up our communion 
with him.  The more closely we walk with Christ the more we are rooted and 
established in the faith.  If we walk in him, we shall be rooted in him; and the 
more firmly we are rooted in him the more closely we shall walk in him: 
Rooted and built up.—As you have been taught. 
p. 1871 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
A BIRTH WALK (v. 6) 
 
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him.”  
This means our experience of first coming to Christ ought to mirror how we 
walk in him all the days of our lives.  What was our spiritual genesis like? 
 When we were born again, we “received Christ Jesus as Lord.”  
Receiving him means more than simply accepting him.  The Colossians 
received the teaching and tradition handed down about Christ.  They did not 
receive him just as Jesus or just as Christ, but in his fullness.  They received 
him as the “Christ,” the Anointed One or the Messiah.  They received him as 
the One who fulfilled all the Messianic prophesies of the Old Testament.  He 
was their Divine Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 They also received him as “Jesus,” a historical person rooted in 
humanity through the Incarnation.  Jesus is Greek for the Hebrew name 
Joshua, which means, “the Lord is salvation.”  So they received him as the 
captain of salvation, and so rejected salvation in any other name (Acts 4:12). 
p. 60 
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Hughes says: 
 
 Paul’s point is that the Colossians had “received Christ Jesus as Lord” 
and that they would remain safe from spiritual seduction (apostasy) if they 
continued to walk in submission to him. 
p. 61 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
 May we prove our loyalty to Him, not only by confessing a true Christ 
with our lips but by giving Him the supreme place in our lives! 
p. 70 
 
 
 
King says: 
 
 Good walkers, 6.  How splendidly some people walk; how slovenly, 
others.  This Epistle exhorts all true believers to “walk in Him”.  It is 
interesting to observe how frequently the walk is used to describe the 
Christian life.  As we have noted earlier, the Christian life is not a sedentary 
occupation, but a pedestrian affair, a walk—often, a running; on rare 
occasions, even a flying, Isaiah xl. 31.  If now we “walk in Him”, we shall 
certainly “walk in love, as CHRIST also hath loved us”, Ephesians v. 2.  We 
shall “walk as children of light”, Ephesians v. 8, following Him who is “the 
Light”.  We shall “walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called”, 
Ephesians iv. 1—like as a soldier would walk according to military tradition.  
We shall “walk in truth”, 3 John 4, avoiding all pitfalls of error.  We shall 
“walk in wisdom toward them that are without”, Colossians iv. 5, lest that by 
anything we say, anything we do, anything we are, we should prove a 
stumbling block to any outside the fold.  And, as the secret of it all, we shall 
“walk in the SPIRIT”, Galatians v. 16, 25.  He will be, if we let Him, the motive 
power, the driving force, seeing that “ye shall receive power after that the 
HOLY GHOST is come upon you”, Acts i. 8.  Before we leave this point, let us 
note that our walk is to be “in Him”.  What a difference atmosphere makes to 
our walking.  How sprightly we become on a clear, bright morning, how 
lackadaisical we often are when the day is heavy and murky.  Our Lord is 
here presented to us as our enveloping atmosphere, and our intimate 
environment, “for in Him we live, and move, and have our being”, Acts xvii. 
28—so especially and exactly true of all believers. 
pp. 53-54 
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Laurin says: 
 
 Walking in Christian experience is to be on the basis of receiving.  We 
received Christ as our Lord the Saviour, now we must walk in Christ as our 
Lord the Sovereign.  We received Christ by faith, now we must walk by faith.  
We received Him for the forgiveness and cleansing of sin, now we must walk 
without habitual and willful sin.  How far have we walked since we received 
Christ?  Are we still spiritual infants and adolescents, or have we walked on 
into the maturity of faith? 
p. 84 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 6)  Verses 1-5 are the preamble to the warning which forms the body of 
the letter.  Verses 6, 7 summarize its main contents in positive form.  The  
R. V. does well by making these two verses a small paragraph.  Accordingly, 
as you actually received Christ Jesus, the Lord, in him continue to walk, 
continuing to be rooted and to be builded up in him, and continuing to be 
confirmed regarding the faith even as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving. 
p. 92 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
All that is needed is that the Colossians abide by this reception of their divine 
Lord and thus go forward “in connection with him,” . . . 
p. 93 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
. . . is strongly durative: “keep on, continue walking.”  But the added 
participles show that this imperative by no means refers only to Christian 
moral conduct in distinction from faith.  Here it means: Keep on holding fast 
to Christ, keep on believing in him, and then, of course, also keep on obeying 
him in good works. 
p. 93 
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Lightfoot says: 
 
‘Let your conviction and conduct be in perfect accordance with the doctrines 
and precepts of the Gospel as it was taught to you.’ 
p. 176 
 
 
 
Lovett says: 
 
RECEIVED.  “Since you have received, don’t be deceived!”  That’s the essence 
of Paul’s counsel here.  The experience of receiving Christ gives them more 
than all the world’s philosophers rolled into one.  Three solid possessions 
emerge: (1) They have had the experience of receiving Jesus.  The Spirit 
testifies to that.  (2) Changes have occurred in their lives as a result.  (3) 
Inward joy fills them as they relax in the sure knowledge of sins forgiven.  
Philosophy cannot produce this in anyone.  Christianity is unique, separated 
from religions inasmuch as Christ is literally received.  Whereas religions, 
offering creeds, codes and doctrinal schemes are but OPINIONS, receiving 
Christ is an EXPERIENCE. 
p. 178 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
To walk in Christ is to live a life patterned after His. 
p. 1738 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Therefore builds the concluding exhortation on what Paul has said in 
verses 2-5.  The Colossians have received Christ Jesus the Lord, they have 
settled convictions about His deity and sufficiency, and are standing firm 
against the attacks of the false teachers, so they must continue to walk in 
Him.  The familiar term walk refers to daily conduct.  In this context it 
means primarily to continue believing the truth about Christ . . . 
p. 92 
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McGee says: 
 
 “So walk ye in him.”  Now that you have received Him, walk in Him, 
walk in the Spirit.  Walking is not a balloon ascension.  A great many people 
think the Christian life is some great, overwhelming experience and you take 
off like a rocket going out into space.  That’s not where you live the Christian 
life.  Rather, it is in your home, in your office, in the schoolroom, on the 
street.  The way you get around in this life is to walk.  You are to walk in 
Christ.  God grant that you and I might be joined to Him in our daily walk. 
p. 349 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
In making specific application of these things to the Colossians, Paul’s 
primary concern was that they continue to grow in Christ.  Three statements 
provide understanding of the nature of the Christian experience of the 
Colossians. 
 2:6  First, they had already received Christ Jesus.  Paul reminded 
them of this basic truth but called them to consider more, “as you received . . . 
continue.”  They were to reflect on how they had received him, and that was 
to be a model for their present lives. 
p. 246 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
. . . in Him walk; live your whole life in genuine union with Him; . . . 
p. 128 
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O’Brien says: 
 
Verses 6 and 7 occupy a pivotal position: (1) they set forth the positive 
instruction that serves as a basis for the attack on the Colossian heresy, and 
this is because (b) they summarize much of what has preceded: so the 
Christological statement, “Christ Jesus the Lord,” draws attention to the one 
who is at the center of the mystery (1:27) and the subject of the magnificent 
hymn (1:15-20), who is Lord over all; the notion of incorporation (“in him”) is 
reiterated as is the thought of being grounded in the faith . . . The significant 
motif of teaching (to which may be joined the kindred theme of tradition), 
verse 7, focuses our attention again on the initial instruction in the gospel by 
Epaphras . . . while the ideas of “walking” . . . and “abounding in 
thanksgiving” . . . tie in with Paul’s intercessory prayer for the readers . . . 
namely that they may walk . . . worthily of the Lord and give joyful 
thanksgiving to the Father. 
p. 105 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
With this summons, “continue to live in him,” the apostle moves from the 
indicative to the imperative.  For Paul there is no hiatus between believing 
and behaving. 
p. 106 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
 2:6 / The Greek text begins with “therefore,” indicating that what the 
apostle is about to say is linked with his preceding discussion on the content 
of the mystery which is Christ himself. 
p. 49 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
 To stand firm does not mean to stand still.  Paul is aware that the best 
defense is a good offense.  Consequently, he admonishes his readers to 
continue in their faith. 
p. 49 
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Pickell says: 
 
 1.  The necessity of spiritual depth, 2:6-7.  Paul is concerned with the 
spiritual depth of the Colossian Christians.  He reminds them that since they 
have received Christ, they are obligated to “walk in Him.”  The reception of 
Christ may result from preaching, teaching, or revelation, and all were no 
doubt present with the Colossians.  However, the Apostle’s burden here has 
to do with their experience rather than with the channel through which the 
experience came.  They had received Christ.  Their religion was no mere 
intellectual or philosophical exercise for He had come into their hearts by 
faith.  This personal experience of the presence of Christ in the heart is the 
primary distinction between the true Christian and the kind of Christians 
that would result from the heretical teaching being spread in the church.  It 
is as if Paul is saying, “Christ is in you so let His life be seen in you.”  It is one 
thing for seed to be planted, but quite another for it to germinate and spring 
to life.  The Colossians were to live in a conscious awareness of the presence 
of Christ.  Theirs was to be a living union with Him (cf. on 1:21-23). 
pp. 46-47 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
 2:6, 7 Just as the Colossian believers had begun with Christ, so Paul 
encourages them to continue in their walk with Him.  Paul uses four words to 
describe the Colossians’ walk with Christ.  The tense of the word translated 
rooted denotes a complete action; the believers have been rooted in Christ.  
The next three words, built up, established, and abounding, are in the 
present tense, showing the continual growth that should characterize every 
Christian’s walk with Christ. 
pp. 1564-5 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
This peculiar phrase occurs nowhere else by Paul.  We have often ho Christos 
(the Christ or Messiah) as in Phil. 1:15, Iēsous Christos (Jesus Christ), 
Christos Iēsous (Christ Jesus) ho Kurios Iēsous (the Lord Jesus, very often), 
but nowhere else ho Christos Iēsous and Iēsous ho Kurios.  Hence it is plain 
that Paul here meets the two forms of Gnostic heresy about the Person of 
Christ . . . 
p. 489 
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Robertson says: 
 
“As therefore ye received the Church (the Messiah), Jesus the Lord.”  Ye were 
taught right.  Walk in him (en autōi peripateite).  “Go on walking in him” 
(present active indicative of peripateō).  Stick to your first lessons in Christ. 
p. 489 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
When we think legality quite dead, it revives, and, linking hands with our 
love of change, it tempts us to forsake our simple standing upon Christ, the 
Rock of Ages, and urges us to advance to a something which it decorates 
before our eyes with fancied colours, and makes out to our feeble 
understandings to be better or more honourable to ourselves.  Though this 
will certainly be again beaten down in a Chrsitian, for he will meet trouble 
after trouble when once he goeth astray from his first path, yet again the old 
secret desire to be something, to do something, to have some little honour by 
performing the works of the law, will come in, and we shall have need to hear 
the voice of wisdom in our hearts saying to us, “As ye have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him;” persevere in the same way in which ye 
have begun, and, as at the first Christ Jesus was the source of your life, the 
principle of your action, and the joy of your spirit, so let Him be the same 
even till life’s end, the same when you walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, and enter into the joy and the rest which remains for the people of 
God. 
p. 596 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 

THIS is a very simple text, yet no human being has ever discovered its 
full meaning.  It is a great deep; happy are they who know how to dive into 
its depths, and to swim at ease in its lengths and breadths.  Blessed are they 
who continually obey the exhortation which it contains, “As ye have therefore 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him.” 
p. 602 
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Spurgeon says: 
 
“Walk in Him,” implies action and progress.  Let your whole life be practically 
governed by your union with Christ, let your actions speak of your fellowship 
with Him.  But walking also means progress, so do not stand still in Christ, 
but go on to know more and more of Him, make advances in the Christian 
life, “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.”  There is also something of the idea of permanence in the precept, 
“Walk ye in Him.”  It means, go nowhere else, but continue in Him, let your 
ordinary life and your common conversation indicate your closeness of 
communion with Him. 
 “Walk ye in Him.”  I trust that at least some of us know what it is to 
“walk in Him.”  Though we could not tell to others all that it means, yet it is a 
blessed fact in our experience; and we intend, by God’s grace, to “walk in 
Him” as long as we live.  I think this is what walking in Him means,—to 
wake up in the morning, and to have our first thoughts full of the Saviour; to 
seek His guidance and blessing in everything that is to happen to us during 
the day; to go down to our morning meal with our heart’s affection fixed upon 
Jesus; to go off to the business or to the workshop in the full consciousness 
that He is going with us; when our hands are busy, and our mind is occupied 
with our trading or our working, still realizing that our heart is with our 
Beloved in the secret place where none can follow us; and so, as the hours run 
on, through the noontide heat Christ is our shade and shelter, in the cool of 
the evening His company is our supreme delight, and then, as we retire to 
our beds, our last thought being— 
 

“How sweet to rest 
For ever on our Saviour’s breast!” 

p. 604 
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Wuest says: 
 
The simple verb lambanō means “to appropriate,” the prefixed preposition 
para, “beside,” thus, “to take to one’s side,” thus “to personally appropriate to 
one’s self.”  Expositors say; “paralambanō is practically equivalent to 
manthanō ‘to receive by instruction,’ rather than received into the heart.”  
That is, Paul is speaking of the doctrines regarding the Person and Work of 
the Lord Jesus, rather than of Him personally, for the former were involved 
in the Colossian heresy.  The exhortation therefore is that in the same 
manner as the Colossian saints received the instruction regarding Christ as 
to His Person and Work, they should also order their behavior.  They are to 
keep to the doctrines pertaining to Him in which they were first instructed by 
Paul.  Regarding the words, “Christ Jesus the Lord,” Vincent says; “The 
Christ, specially defined by the following words, thus emphasizing the 
personal Christ rather than the gospel, because the true doctrine of Christ’s 
Person was perverted by the Colossian teachers. 
p. 198 
 
 
 
(Embraced by the Spirit: The Untold Blessings of Intimacy with God by 

Charles R. Swindoll)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– 
Charles R. Swindoll, 2010. 

 
 Colossians 2:6 explains it like this: “As you have received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk in Him.”  As you have received Christ (that’s the key that 
gets you inside), so walk in Him (that’s the fuel, the Spirit of God engaging 
your life in an authentic manner). 
p. 68 
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(Stones of Fire by Isobel Kuhn)  Littleton, CO: OMF Books. Copyright– OMF 
International, 2005. 

 
That new tune to Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah  was so winsome, it tied 
itself to your heartstrings and pulled a little. 
 

Care and doubting, gloom and sorrow, 
 Fear and shame are mine no more; 
Faith knows naught of dark tomorrow, 
 For my Saviour goes before . . . 
 

and the Lisu version repeats it softly, “For my Saviour goes before.” 
p. 8 
 
 
 
(Addresses by Phillips Brooks) Philadelphia, PA.: Henry Altemus.  Copyright 

– Unknown. 
 
He fed us faithfully and truly.  He fed us with counsel when we were in 
doubt, with inspiration when we sometimes faltered, with caution when we 
would be rash, with calm, clear, trustful cheerfulness through many an hour 
when our hearts were dark.  He fed hungry souls all over the country with 
sympathy and consolation.  He spread before the whole land feasts of great 
duty and devotion and patriotism, on which the land grew strong.  He fed us 
with solemn, solid truths.  He taught us the sacredness of government, the 
wickedness of treason.  He made our souls glad and vigorous with the love of 
liberty that was in his.  He showed us how to love truth and yet be charitable 
– how to hate wrong and all oppression, and yet not treasure one personal 
injury or insult.  He fed all his people, from the highest to the lowest, from 
the most privileged down to the most enslaved.  Best of all, he fed us with a 
reverent and genuine religion.  He spread before us the love and fear of God 
just in that shape in which we need them most, and out of his faithful service 
of a higher Master who of us has not taken and eaten and grown strong?  “He 
fed them with a faithful and true heart.”  Yes, till the last. 
p. 163 
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BEWARE OF OPEN DOORS 
 

Sometimes Christians follow an “open door” policy.  When a door of 
opportunity opens, they assume that it’s God’s will to go through it. 

Bestselling author Terri Blackstock knows this is untrue.  She never 
openly rebelled against God, but she found herself far away from Him after 
walking through open doors of opportunity.  “I had allowed myself to believe 
that God was blessing my career . . . because He had opened all the doors,” 
she wrote in Soul Restoration.  Although she got what she wanted—a 
successful career writing romance novels for Harlequin and Silhouette—she 
lost what she needed: a close relationship with God. 

When she finally admitted that her career was keeping her from God, 
she turned her back on success and renewed her commitment to the Lord.  
Since then, her writing career has been revitalized, and she has become an 
award-winning author of Christian fiction. 

Just because the Lord doesn’t stop us from something doesn’t mean He 
wants us to continue.  To discern which opportunities to pursue, we need to 
“approve the things that are excellent” and to be “filled with the fruits of 
righteousness . . . to the glory and praise of God” (Phil. 1:10-11). 
 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
For help with understanding God’s will for your life, read the online study 

How Can I Know What God Wants Me To Do? 
at www.rbc.org/bible-study/discovery-

series/bookletDetail.aspx?id=47982&Topic=874 
 

The best way to know God’s will 
is to say “I will” to God. 

 
(From Our Daily Bread, Monday, January 7, 2008) 
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(Our Lord Prays For His Own: Thoughts on John 17 by Marcus Rainsford) 
Grand Rapids, MI: Moody Press.  Copyright – Kregel Publications, 
1985. 

 
 A main part of our sanctification here on earth, is carried on, and 
perfected, in learning our sinfulness, experiencing our nothingness, and 
realizing our corruption, our misery, and our ruin. 
p. 316 
 
 
 
(Brokenness & Blessing Toward a Biblical Spirituality by Frances M. Young)  

Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker. Copyright– Frances M. Young, 2007. 
 
So, for Gregory, the important thing about change is that it is the necessary 
condition for being “transformed from glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3:18): 
 

In truth the finest aspect of our mutability is the possibility of growth 
in good; and this capacity for improvement transforms the soul, as it 
changes, more and more into the divine. . . . [So] let us change in such 
a way that we constantly evolve towards what is better . . . thus always 
improving and ever becoming more perfect by daily growth, and never 
arriving at any limit of perfection.  For perfection consists in our never 
stopping in our growth in good, never circumscribing our perfection by 
any limitation.27 

 
 27. On Perfection, in Musurillo, From Glory to Glory, 83-84 
p. 26 
 
 
 
(199 Treasures of Wisdom on Talking with God compiled from the writings of 

Andrew Murray)  Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. Copyright– Barbour 
Publishing, Inc., 2007. 

 
There is nothing more worth living for than this—to satisfy God in His 
longing for human fellowship and love. 
(Quote 197)  
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(If God Is Good: Faith in the Midst of Suffering and Evil by Randy Alcorn)  
Colorado Springs, CO: Multnomah. Copyright– Eternal Perspective 
Ministries, 2009. 

 
 In her moving book The Year of Magical Thinking, Joan Didion writes 
about the sudden, unexpected death of her husband.  As I read, my heart 
broke not only for what happened to her, but for the first six words of the 
book’s concluding sentence: “No eye is on the sparrow.”12 
 Didion apparently means that so far as she can tell, there is no God, or 
at least, no God who cares and watches over us.  She’s most likely a normal 
hurting person who needs men and women around her who can see God in 
the midst of their suffering, so they might help her see him in hers. 
 
12. Joan Didion, The Year of Magical Thinking (New York: Knopf, 2005), 190. 
p. 13 
 
 
 
(Take My Heart, Oh God: Riches from the Greatest Christian Women Writers 

of All Times by Sarah Young) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright 
– Worthy Media, Inc., 2010. 

 
The true test of walking in the spirit will not be the way we 

act, but the way we react to the daily frustrations of life. 
—BEVERLY LAHAYE 

 
CHASING OUT THE PESTS 

 
 When we can anticipate problems, plan for events, and manage our 
time, it’s easy to be on our best behavior.  But oh, those other times.  Those 
pesky irritations and annoyances that pop up when we’re least prepared for 
them.  A traffic jam, a ringing telephone, a too-long line at the checkout, a 
misplaced purse, or something that doesn’t go our way.  If we’d been able to 
prepare, we might have known how to act.  Instead, we react to these 
situations with complaints, mutterings, impatience, and anger. 
 
Acts and reactions tell the story of our walk with God.  What is God revealing 
to you today about your walk with him?  Is there something he wants you to 
repent of, change, learn, or make right?  What a comfort it is that the Holy 
Spirit helps as we pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off, and try again to deal 
with the daily frustrations of life! 
(June 18) 
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(A Lifetime of Wisdom: Embracing the Way God Heals You by Joni 
Eareckson Tada)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Joni 
Eareckson Tada, 2009. 

 
 “But here is the truth . . . a ruby, hard one . . . the real truth sifted and 
refined through countless tears, untold hours of prayer, and many years of 
paralysis.  It isn’t thinking about a Place that will lift your heart and make 
your sorrow easier to bear.  It’s a Person.  It’s Jesus. 
 “Heaven isn’t heaven because of what you will see or what you will do 
or where you will go.  Halos and gold freeways?  Set all that aside for now.  
Heaven will be heaven because He is there.  Physically.  Visibly.  Gloriously.  
Eternally. 
p. 148 
 
 
 
(Christ/Life by Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ruth 

Myers, 2005.  
 
 In a vital way, in our true inner self, the qualities that are true of 
Christ are also true of us.  We share His love, His holiness, and His 
submission to and reliance on His Father. 
p. 100 
 
 
AS BELIEVERS we are spiritually one with Christ, and He is one with God 
the Father and the Holy Spirit.  So the Bible speaks of all three members of 
the Trinity living within every believer. 
 Regarding God the Father, the apostle John wrote, “If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.  
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us” (1 John 4:15–16, NIV). 
 Regarding the Holy Spirit, we’re assured that “God has sent forth the 
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying ‘Abba! Father!’” (Galatians 4:6, 
NASB). 
 The Scriptures also teach us that Christ the Son lives in us.  “This is 
the secret: Christ lives in you, and this is your assurance that you will share 
in his glory” (Colossians 1:27, NLT).  “Christ lives in me,” Paul proclaimed 
with confidence (Galatians 2:20)—and so can we. 
 Just think: We are indwelt by the fullness of God Himself—the triune 
God!  As we simply choose to trust Him, He is revealed in us, magnified in 
our bodies. 
p. 101 
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(The Importance of Being Foolish: How to Think Like Jesus by Brennan 
Manning)San Francisco, CA: HarperSanFrancisco. Copyright – 
Brennan Manning, 2005. 

 
Often our preoccupation with the three most basic human desires—security, 
pleasure, and power—is the cloak that covers transparency.  The endless 
struggle for enough money, good feelings, and prestige yields a rich harvest of 
worry, frustration, suspicion, anger, jealousy, anxiety, fear, and resentment.  
These powerful, emotion-backed desires cause 99 percent of the self-inflicted 
and unnecessary suffering in our lives.  They continually focus our attention 
on self and keep us from being transparent, dimming the light and obscuring 
“the glory of God in the face of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6). 
pp. 38-39 
 
 
I find myself in this meditation on verse 6 wanting to sing and express to the 
Lord my praise for the simplicity of our lives as believers when we truly are 
walking by means of the power of the Spirit, with Christ living within us. 
 
 
Let’s sing a couple of verses of: 
 

O to Be Like Thee 
Thomas O. Chisholm 

 
O to be like Thee!  Blessed Redeemer, 
This is my constant longing and prayer; 
Gladly I’ll forfeit all of earth’s treasures, 
Jesus Thy perfect likeness to wear. 
 
O to be like Thee!  While I am pleading, 
Pour out Thy Spirit, fill with Thy love; 
Make me a temple meet for Thy dwelling, 
Fit me for life and heaven above. 
 
Refrain 
O to be like Thee! O to be like Thee, 
Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art! 
Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fullness; 
Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart. 

 
(“O to Be Like Thee” by Thomas O. Chisholm. #172, The New Church 
Hymnal) 
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v. 7  having been rooted and continually being built up in Him, and being 
established in the faith, even as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 7: 
 

rooted and built up in him and firm in your faith just as you were 
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 7: 
 

You’re deeply rooted in him.  You’re well constructed upon him.  You 
know your way around the faith.  Now do what you’ve been taught.  
School’s out; quit studying the subject and start living it!  And let your 
living spill over into thanksgiving.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
For with these divine roots (rooted . . . in Him) that began in the past they 
can be continually built up (edified) and strengthened in the faith.  If they did 
so they would not be blown to and fro with every wind of doctrine (Eph. 4:14).  
As believers are “built up” in Christ, they become more grateful and are 
overflowing with thankfulness (cf. Col. 1:12). 
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Verse 7 is the SECOND KEY VERSE along with verse 6 in: 
 

Stage #5: Living in Christ 
 
 
There are FOUR THINGS that will stand out here in verse 7: 
 

1. “HAVING BEEN ROOTED,” 
 
2. “CONTINUALLY BEING BUILT UP IN HIM,” 
 
3. “BEING ESTABLISHED IN THE FAITH,” and 
 
4. “ABOUDING IN THANKSGIVING.” 

 
 
Ephesians 3:16-21 (NASB) 
 

that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man; so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be 
filled up to all the fulness of God.  Now to Him who is able to do 
exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
 
Paul turned from the illustration of “walking” to a GROWING TREE: 
 

Let your roots go down deep into Christ. 
 
 
Ephesians 3:17 (TLB) 
 

And I pray that Christ will be more and more at home in your hearts, 
living within you as you trust in him.  May your roots go down deep 
into the soil of God’s marvelous love; 
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The righteous man in Psalm 1 is described in verse 3: 
 
Psalm 1:3 (NIV) 
 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not wither. 
Whatever he does prospers. 

 
 
Jeremiah 17:7-8 (NIV) 
 

But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in 
him.  He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its 
roots by the stream.  It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are 
always green.  It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to 
bear fruit.” 

 
 
Psalm 92:12 (NIV) 
 

The righteous will flourish like a palm tree,  
they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon;  

 
 
Isaiah 61:3 (NIV) 
 

. . . They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for 
the display of his splendor.  
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A tree has to grow down before it can grow up.  The roots must go deep so the 
tree can stand in the storms. 
 
 
So much of our modern Christianity is concerned about the FRUIT and not 
much is said about the ROOT.   
 
 
Our roots must drink of the WATER OF LIFE and experience growth before 
we can experience much fruit.   
 
 
The FRUIT will be an automatic byproduct of the rooting process.  As I follow 
the Lord’s admonition to be still and to know that He is God, and to 
concentrate on my obedience to His Word and my fellowship with the Father, 
fruit will result from this experience. 
 
 
Paul goes on to say “AND CONTINUALLY BEING BUILT UP IN HIM.” 
 
 
The word “ROOTED” corresponds to the word “received” in verse 6. 
 
 
The phrase “BEING BUILT UP” corresponds to “(walking around) in Him” in 
verse 6. 
 
 
We were “ROOTED” in Jesus Christ when we received Him as our Savior.  
The continual process of growth is going on daily in the normal Christian 
experience of “BEING BUILT UP IN HIM.” 
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1 Corinthians 3:11 (TLB) 
 

And no one can ever lay any other real foundation than that one we 
already have—Jesus Christ. 

 
 
Colossians 1:23 (NASB) 
 

if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, 
and not moved away from the hope of the gospel . . . 

 
 
Paul’s prayer for these Colossian saints is that their commitment to Jesus 
Christ will be one of being “ROOTED . . . IN HIM,” that it might be a life 
transforming commitment, and that they will go on to be “BUILT UP IN 
HIM.” 
 
 
The picture in Paul’s mind is that the foundation of the Christian experience 
is laid in Jesus Christ and then the building is built upon that foundation, 
the maturing process of being more like Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Philippians 1:6 (NASB) 
 

For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work 
in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.  

 
 
Paul goes on to say: 
 

“AND BEING ESTABLISHED IN THE FAITH EVEN AS YOU WERE 
TAUGHT.” 
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He spoke of the “steadfastness of [their] faith in Christ” in verse 5.   
 
 
Now he has given THREE ILLUSTRATIONS of how it will be so.  These 
illustrations are seen in the words: 
 

1. “living,” 
 
2. “ROOTED,” and 
 
3. “BEING BUILT UP IN HIM.” 

 
 
If these things are true of their lives, then they will be “ESTABLISHED IN 
THE FAITH” even as they have been “TAUGHT, ABOUNDING IN 
THANKSGIVING.” 
 
 
The Apostle Paul is their EXAMPLE OF THANKFULNESS, for he mentions 
in Colossians 1 a couple of times that he is thankful: 
 

1. Colossians 1:3—“I am giving thanks to God the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ praying for you at all times.” 

 
2. Colossians 1:12—“Giving thanks to the Father, who qualified 

you for the share of the inheritance of the saints in the light.” 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 (TLB) 
 

No matter what happens, always be thankful, for this God’s will for 
you who belong to Christ Jesus. 
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It is not Paul’s prayer here that the Colossians may begin to be thankful, but 
rather that the ocean of their gratitude may continually overflow its 
perimeter. 
 
 
One of the manifestations of the Spirit-filled life in Ephesians 5 is 
THANKSGIVING. 
 
 
One of the first manifestations of one who is “ROOTED” and grounded in 
Jesus Christ is that he is a thankful person. 
 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
The present gives the idea “being more and more stablished.” 
p. 245 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
Finally, Paul wants us overflowing with thankfulness.  This comes when we 
recognize that we are complete in Christ, that we have every opportunity to 
grow spiritually in him.  A thankful believer is not easily led away from 
Christ.  A discontented, grumbling, whiny believer, however, will be easy 
prey for false teachers who are more than willing to offer “just what you’ve 
been missing.” 
p. 304 
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Barclay says: 
 
They must be rooted and built in Him.  There are two pictures here.  The 
word which is used for rooted is the word which would be used of a tree, with 
its roots deep in the soil.  The word which is used for built is the word which 
would be used of a house erected on a strong and firm foundation.  Just as 
the great tree is deep-rooted in the soil, and draws its nourishment from it, so 
the Christian is rooted in Christ, and Christ is the source of his life and his 
strength.  Just as the house stands fast because it is built on strong 
foundations, so the Christian life is strong against any storm because it is 
founded, not on any man’s strength, but on the strength of Christ.  Christ is 
alike the source of the Christian’s life, and the foundation of the Christian’s 
stability.  
p. 158 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
In this verse four participles describe the walk in Christ.  The first two, 
“rooted . . . and built up . . . in him,” go together.  The first expression 
suggests a once-for-all experience, i.e., a being permanently noted in Christ; 
the second one indicates a continual process.  The Colossians have been 
“strengthened . . . in the faith”; i.e., their strength has been in the body of 
truth or the faith system that they learned when they first became 
Christians.  The final phrase, “overflowing . . . with thankfulness,” means 
that for believers thanksgiving is to be a continual, habitual thing.  Paul may 
be implying that those who lack a deep sense of thankfulness to God are 
especially vulnerable to doubt and spiritual delusion. 
p. 827 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Paul used several metaphors in these verses, first telling believer to walk, 
then to be rooted like a plant, built like a building, and established like a 
legal document.  Each metaphor has a specific and profound point for 
Christian living. 
 First, the Colossians were to be rooted in Christ.  Just as plants draw 
nourishment from the soil through their roots, so the believers should draw 
life-giving strength from Christ.  The more they would draw strength from 
Christ, the less they would be fooled by those who falsely claimed to have 
life’s answers.  Paul used the perfect tense of the word, describing a present 
state that had resulted from a past action.  A better translation would be 
“having been rooted.”  The Colossians were still rooted in Christ because they 
had received him.  
p. 186 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
 Second, the Colossians were to be built up.  This word is in the present 
tense, describing continuous action.  Like a plant, they were “rooted” once 
and for all, but they had to grow continuously (1:28).  Or like a building, they 
had a solid foundation, but had to keep on building with solid materials in 
order to be strong. 
p. 186 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
 Third, the Colossians were to be strengthened in the faith.  This can 
also be translated “established in the faith” (NKJV).  “Established” was a legal 
term, often used for a binding contract.  This too is continuous action, an 
ongoing process.  In these words, Paul might have meant any of three things: 
(1) that they should become more established (stronger) in their personal 
faith, (2) that their faith should establish and strengthen them for daily 
living, or (3) that they should become more established (stronger) in the faith, 
Christianity.  The words as you were taught indicate that the third option is 
probably closest to Paul’s meaning.  Paul wanted the Colossians to be built 
up and established in order to continue to stand firmly against any false 
teaching. 
pp. 186-87 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
 The faith in which these Colossian believers were rooted, built up, and 
established should be a source of abundant thanksgiving.  True 
understanding of what Christ has done on behalf of believers can lead to no 
other response than gratefulness.  This too ought to characterize believers’ 
faith and walk. 
p. 187 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
 Abounding.  He would not have them simply remain immovable, but 
would have them grow every day more and more.  When he adds, with 
thanksgiving, he would have them always keep in mind from what source 
faith itself proceeds, that they may not be puffed up with presumption, but 
may rather with fear repose themselves in the gift of God.  And, 
unquestionably, ingratitude is very frequently the reason why we are 
deprived of the light of the gospel, as well as of other divine favours. 
p. 179 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
The tenses here are significant.  Rooted is the perfect participle.  This 
suggests the thought of something which took place in the past, but whose 
effects persist in the present.  The ‘rooting by faith’ meant an organic union 
with Christ, so that now there is a perennial source of life for the growth of 
the spiritual plant.  Built up is the present participle, and speaks of the 
steady growth of the structure. 
p. 60 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
But the main ideas are stability and growth—root, “in Him,” beyond the 
possibility of eradication; and the growth that of a symmetrical structure, 
which, “in Him,” has its unshaken foundation. 
p. 127 
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Fergusson says: 
 
 He prescribeth some means for attaining to constancy and progress; 
first, stability of faith in adhering firmly to Christ, and that truth wherein 
they were taught.  Secondly, abounding in this grace.  Thirdly, thanksgiving 
for the same. 
p. 347 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
. . . Paul lists four characteristics of what it means “to live in [the Lord]” (2:6), 
each expressed with a participle.  The first participle (“rooted”) appears in the 
perfect tense (expressing the continuing results of an action completed in the 
past); the next three (“built up,” “strengthened,” and “overflowing”) are in the 
present tense.  Paul attests that what believers have been taught (see 1:7) 
has effectively “rooted” them in the faith.  The image in this word recalls 
Jeremiah’s blessing on the one who trusts in the Lord and whose confidence 
is in him (Jer. 17:8): 
 

He will be like a tree planted by the water 
that sends out its roots by the stream. 

It does not fear when heat comes; 
its leaves are always green. 

It has no worries in a year of drought 
and never fails to bear fruit. 

p. 140 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 By a series of four participles (“rooted,” “being built up,” “being 
established,” “and overflowing”), the first a perfect passive and the other 
three present, Paul now shows what this living in Christ (that is, in vital 
union with him) means: . . .  
p. 107 
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Hendriksen says: 
 
 Notice that Paul does not pray that the Colossians may begin to be 
thankful, but rather that the ocean of their gratitude may constantly 
overflow its perimeter.  Paul is never satisfied with anything short of 
perfection.  Hence he loves to use this word overflow or abound . . . 
p. 108 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
 Recall how it was then?  Remember the submission?  Remember the 
joy?  Recently I read the conversion account of Charles Simeon of Cambridge, 
the founder of the evangelical movement in the Church of England.  He came 
to Christ on an Easter morning after a great inner struggle.  He said: 
 

I awoke early with those words upon my heart and lips, “Jesus Christ 
is risen today!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!”  From that hour peace flowed 
in rich abundance into my soul, and at the Lord’s Table in our Chapel I 
had the sweetest access to God through my blessed Saviour. 

 
 Remember the humility?  Remember the gratitude?  We are to walk in 
the new-birth realities.  Paul makes this a present, active imperative: 
“continue to live.”  There must be ongoing progress in this genesis way. 
p. 61 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
A healthy Christian walk spills over with gratitude and praise.  We are not 
talking about the mindless mouthing of clichés.  Two men were walking 
through a field when suddenly an angry bull chased them.  They headed for 
the fence as fast as they could move.  “Say a prayer,” cried the one to the 
other.  “I don’t know any,” answered his huffing and puffing companion.  
“You’ve got to,” said the first, “that bull is getting closer.”  “O.K.,” shouted his 
friend, “I’ll pray the only one I know.”  As the horns of the bull came within 
striking range, the running man offered, “For what we are about to receive, 
the Lord make us truly grateful!”  Paul is not talking about mindless piety, 
but praise deep in the soul. 
p. 63 
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Hughes says: 
 
 Thankfulness is a good test of our spiritual state.  A thankless spirit 
betrays a life which is no longer focusing on the greatness of Christ.  It is 
looking down, not up.  Thankful hearts herald spiritual health.  Alexander 
Maclaren wrote insightfully: 
 

The life which is all influenced by thanksgiving will be pure, strong, 
happy, in its continual counting of its gifts, and in its thought of the 
Giver, and not least happy and beautiful in its glad surrender of itself 
to Him who has given Himself for and to it.  The noblest offering that 
we can bring, the only recompense which Christ asks, is that our 
hearts and our lives should say, We thank thee, O Lord.  “By Him, 
therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually.”  And 
the continual thanksgiving will ensure continuous growth in our 
Christian character, and a constant increase in the strength and depth 
of our faith. 

p. 63-64 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
“Rooted” is the past tense, implying their first conversion and vital grafting 
“in Him.”  “Built up” is present (in the Greek), implying their progressive 
increase in religion by union with Him. 
p. 1320 
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King says: 
 
 Good trees, 7.  More than once godly folk are spoken of under the 
imagery of a tree.  “He shall be like a tree”, says Psalm i. 3, and goes on to 
catalogue some of the attractive features of it.  Its foundation, “planted by the 
rivers of water”, so that its roots draw into itself needful nourishment, and 
maintain in it that continual freshness which may be the happy experience of 
us all.  Its fruit, “that bringeth forth his fruit in his season”, the seasonable 
and delectable “fruit of the SPIRIT”, Galatians v. 22, which the Heavenly 
Husbandman ever labours, and delights to see—fruit; more fruit; much fruit; 
lasting fruit, John xv. 2-5, 8, 16.  Its foliage, “his leaf also shall not wither”, 
giving abiding beauty of character to the tree, since “He will beautify the 
meek with salvation”, Psalm cxlix. 4.  Also, the thick foliage will afford 
shelter to many a weary traveller.  Ideally, and prophetically, and we, too, in 
our degree, are in Isaiah xxxii. 2, where “A man shall be as an hiding place 
from the wind . . . as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great 
rock [shall we say, a great tree] in a weary land”.  Happy the man who 
becomes a shelterer of others from the heats and hazards of life.  
Furthermore, do you recall this, “that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He might be glorified”, Isaiah 
lxi. 3?  It is from His planting that the tree’s promise flows. 
pp. 54-55 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
The perfect denotes a concluded and still efficient fact,—the present, a 
continuing state, a process of becoming, a progressing development . . . 
p. 43 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
The four participles are not only a grammatical addition to the imperative 
but also form one great thought with the imperative, and each participle 
stresses a part of what this continuous walking in connection with the Lord 
implies. 
p. 93 
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Lenski says: 
 
Thus also the four participles are durative.  The first is, however, properly a 
perfect passive, for the Colossians were rooted in Christ the moment they 
received him.  This participle reaches back to that moment, goes forward to 
the present day, and continues on into the future.  Yet it is passive, for the 
Colossians did not root and do not now root themselves in Christ.  Another 
did and does this: God or God’s Spirit.  As in Eph. 1:17 Paul combines: “being 
rooted and having been founded,” so he does also here.  He, however, reverses 
the tenses and combines the closely allied figures: “having been (and thus 
continuing) rooted and continuing to be upbuilded in him.”  This second word 
is a present passive and marks only the continuance. 
 The progressive nature of all the participles suggests the idea of “more 
and more” just as a taproot goes down more and more, and as a building goes 
up more and more.  These two participles and their respective ideas of down 
and up go together and are made a unit by Paul who gives them but one 
modifier. 
pp. 93-94 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
People who received and were taught the correct faith by a true teacher from 
God, who were instructed in that great doctrine which was embodied in 
“Christ Jesus, the Lord,” people who go on in it (walking), are constantly 
rooted more deeply and built up more fully in it, are thus constantly 
confirmed in regarded to it by daily testing of it, are thankful for all of it, 
especially for the ever-renewed confirmation—what will they do? 
p. 95 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
‘Be on your guard; do not suffer yourselves to fall a prey to certain persons 
who would lead you captive by a hollow and deceitful system, which they call 
philosophy.  They substitute the traditions of men for the truth of God.   They 
enforce an elementary discipline of mundane ordinances fit only for children.  
Theirs is not the Gospel of Christ. 
p. 177 
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MacArthur says: 
 
the faith.  The sense here is objective, referring to the truth of Christian 
doctrine.  Spiritual maturity develops upward from the foundation of biblical 
truth as taught and recorded by the apostles.  Cf. 3:16.  This rooting, 
building, and establishing is in sound doctrine . . . 
p. 1738 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Like a tree with deep roots in rich soil, believers have been firmly 
rooted in Christ.  That eternal planting took place at salvation, as the perfect 
tense of the participle errizōmenoi (having been firmly rooted) suggests.  
Christ then became the source of our spiritual nourishment, growth and fruit.  
As we walk in Christ, we are now being built up in Him.  That connotes the 
process of being more and more like Jesus Christ. 
pp. 92-93 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Being firmly rooted in Christ and growing in Him results in believers 
being established in their faith.  The passive voice of the participle 
bebaioumenoi (established) indicates that it is God who will establish 
believers.  Having such a firm foundation for faith based on walking in Christ 
is imperative for a healthy Christian life . . . 
p. 93 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 The last of the four participles in verse 7, perisseuontes (overflowing), 
is the only one in the active voice.  It is a response to the other three.  
Believers who are firmly rooted in Christ, being built up in Him, and 
established in their faith, will overflow with gratitude to God.  “Through Him 
then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit 
of lips that give thanks to His name” (Heb. 13:15).  A grateful heart for all 
God has given us in Christ will further strengthen our grip on the truth. 
 Praise completes the circle in which the blessings that flow to us from 
God return to Him in the form of our praise and adoration. 
p. 93 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
“Rooted” means rooted like a tree, and a tree is a living thing.  And we are to 
be “built up” as a house.  A house is not a living thing, but it requires a 
tremendous foundation.  Paul tells us in Ephesians that the foundation is 
Jesus Christ.  Having received Christ, we are to walk in Him.  Doing what?  
Being rooted, drawing our life from Him as a tree, and built up in Him, your 
faith resting upon Him. 
 That is why he adds, “and stablish in the faith.”  A better translation 
would be “by your faith.”  Faith is the means by which you and I lay hold of 
Christ. 
p. 349 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
 2:7  The second statement describes the nature of their experience: 
“rooted and built up in him . . . strengthened in the faith.”  Two metaphors 
combine to express their initial growth in Christ: “rooted” and “built up” in 
the faith.  The one metaphor pictures sinking the roots of faith into the soil of 
Christian truth.  The other calls to mind building on the foundation of faith.  
Although one metaphor comes from agriculture and the other from 
construction, together they make a strong point.  This church had a firm 
basis for its faith and had built well upon it.  
p. 247 
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Melick says: 
 
 The third statement describing Colossian Christians is that they were 
“overflowing with thankfulness.”  Paul frequently employed thankfulness as 
one of the litmus tests of Christian health.  He assumed that Christians 
would live in an attitude of thankfulness for the many blessings bestowed 
upon them.  
p. 248 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
And to live a life of thanksgiving is a deep secret for soundness and 
persistency in the truth of the Gospel. 
p. 129 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
 No heart is more vulnerable to doubt and to spiritual delusion than the 
unthankful heart, which will not walk in the sunshine of the Lord. 
p. 131 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
At chapter 1:10, in Paul’s intercessory prayer for the Colossians, four 
participles (“bearing fruit,” “increasing,” . . . “being strengthened,” . . . and 
“giving thanks,” . . .) directly followed the verb “to walk” . . . and defined more 
precisely what was involved in walking “worthily of the Lord.”  Here also a 
series of four participles, “rooted” . . . “built up” . . . “established” . . . and 
“abounding” in thanksgiving . . . indicate what is meant by walking . . . in 
him. 
p. 106 
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Phillips says: 
 
 Abiding in Him!  Abounding in Him!  Paul piles up the words.  Rooted!  
Built up!  Established!  Taught!  Thanksgiving!  All great words to arm us 
against heresy.  The weird, fanciful notions of the cults, their clumsy attacks 
upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and their distorted notions of what Christianity 
is all about must wither when confronted by such a dynamic, Christ-related 
life as Paul proclaims to be the normal Christian life.  
p. 108 
 
 
 
Pickell says: 
 
 So the Apostle challenges and warns the Colossians to live (walk) in 
Him, to be rooted in Him as a fruit tree is rooted in the ground, and to be 
built up in Him as a building is constructed on a firm foundation.  He further 
calls them to be “stablished in the faith.”  This is the Greek word bebaios 
which has to do with fitness or inner solidarity.  Such solidarity will result 
from a life grounded and built in Him.  This solidarity, in turn, will issue in 
praise and thanksgiving.  Indeed, thanksgiving is a fundamental principle, 
for no heart is more open to deception and delusion than one that is 
ungrateful. 
p. 47 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
 “Go on walking in him . . . just as you were taught.”  Paul begins with 
the metaphor of walking in Christ.  It is the Christ path, the Jesus road.  
Then he changes to the metaphor of the tree “rooted” in Christ.  Then once 
more he turns to the figure of the building.  The building grows upon the solid 
foundation of Christ, who also binds it together (Eph. 2:20).  Paul mixes his 
metaphors because of his wealth of ideas.  “Christ is both the ground in which 
the root is held (Eph. 3:17), and the solid foundation on which (1 Cor. 3:11) 
the building is raised” (Elliott).  As a result of these processes they are “being 
stablished in faith,” as they had been taught a continuous process.  They 
walk as live men, they take root like tree, they are built up like a house.  
They grow firmer all the while.  Paul is optimistic concerning the outcome in 
Colossae.  If they do these things, they will naturally be “abounding (in it) in 
thanksgiving.”  
p. 77 
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Robertson says: 
 
Rooted (errizōmenoi).  Perfect passive participle of old verb rizzoō from riza, 
root.  In N.T. only here and Eph. 3:17 (18). 
p. 489 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
 “Rooted” is a perfect participle in the Greek text expressing an abiding 
result, “having been rooted with the present result that you are firmly 
anchored.”  “Built up” is a present participle, speaking of continuous action, 
“being constantly built up.”  Vincent says; “Note the changing metaphor from 
the solidity of military array to walking, rooting of a tree, and then to 
building.”  “In Him” is en autōi.  “Rather than upon Him, as might have been 
expected.  In this and in the Ephesian epistle, Christ is represented as the 
sphere within which the building goes on.  Compare Ephesians 2:20.  The 
whole upbuilding of the Church proceeds within the compass of Christ’s 
personality, life, and power” (Vincent). 
 “Stablished” is bebaioō, “to make firm, establish.”  A present participle, 
emphasizing continuous action, it refers to a process going on, “constantly 
being established.”  “In the faith” is tēipistei, which Lightfoot says is dative of 
the instrument, and which in modern grammar is called the instrumental 
case.  He translates, “by your faith,” making “faith” the instrument by which 
they were being established.  Alford and Expositors demur, and take this as a 
dative of reference, Alford saying that there is no question of instrumental of 
means in this passage.  Thus, the translation would be, “constantly being 
established with reference to your faith.”  “Abounding” is perisseuō, “to be in 
abundance.”  This phrase qualifying “faith” seems conclusive for the latter 
interpretation.  That is, as their faith was constantly being established, they 
would have it in abundance.  “Therein” is en autōi, which Nestle omits and 
Westcott and Hort bracket.  It appeared in some manuscripts.  Thanksgiving 
is the sphere in which the abundance is manifested. 
pp. 198-9 
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(Lectures to My Students by C. H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth 
Trust. Copyright– Unknown, 2008. 

 
Sometimes the rapture of newborn souls will electrify you into apostolic 
intensity.  Who could not preach after having seen souls converted?  Be on 
the spot when grace at last captures the lost sheep, that by sharing in the 
Great Shepherd’s rejoicings you may renew your youth. 
p. 390 
 
 
 
(The Most Brilliant Thoughts of All Time: In Two Lines or Less edited by 

John M. Shanahan) New York, NY: HarperCollins. Copyright – John 
M. Shanahan, 1999.  

 
If Columbus had an advisory committee he would probably still be at the 
dock. 

Justice Arthur Goldberg, 1908-1990 
p. 29 
 
 
What is a committee?  A group of the unwilling, picked from the unfit, to do 
the unnecessary. 

Richard Long Harkness, 1907- 
p. 32 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #5 – Colossians 2 4-8.doc 

102 

(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 
Hendrickson. Copyright – Unknown.  

 
The trials which come from God are sent to prove and strengthen our graces, 
and so at once to illustrate the power of divine grace, to test the genuineness 
of our virtues, and to add to their energy.  Our Lord in His infinite wisdom 
and superabundant love, sets so high a value upon His people’s faith that He 
will not screen them from those trials by which faith is strengthened.  You 
would never have possessed the precious faith which now supports you if the 
trial of your faith had not been like unto fire.  You are a tree that never 
would have rooted so well if the wind had not rocked you to and fro, and 
made you take firm hold upon the precious truths of the covenant of grace.  
Worldly ease is a great foe to faith; it loosens the joints of holy valour, and 
snaps the sinews of sacred courage.  The balloon never rises until the cords 
are cut; affliction doth this sharp service for believing souls.  While the wheat 
sleeps comfortably in the husk it is useless to man, it must be threshed out of 
its resting place before its value can be known.  Thus it is well that Jehovah 
trieth the righteous, for it causeth them to grow rich towards God. 
p. 495 
 
 
 
(Coach Wooden’s Pyramid of Success by John Wooden & Jay Carty) Ventura, 

CA: Regal Books / Gospel Light. Copyright – John R. Wooden & Jay 
Carty, 2005.  

 
ENTHUSIASM 

 
Brushes off with those with whom you come in contact. 

You must truly enjoy what you are doing. 
p. 38 
 
 
I commit myself to a lifestyle of enthusiasm. 
 

Almighty God of Excitement and Passion, I want to serve  
You with my whole heart and every fiber of my being.  Give me a  

passion for Your Son that will rub off on all You place in my  
path and the knowledge and understanding to be firm in my faith.  

Father, I want to become all that I can become as Your  
enthusiastic representative.  May it be so. 

p. 41 
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(Days of Grace Through the Year by Lewis B. Smedes)  Downers Grove, 
Illinois: InterVarsity Press. Copyright– InterVarsity Press, 2007. 

 
 I live for a week feeling stressed and begrudging when suddenly, for no 
special reason, I am walloped with wonder that I should be alive, here and 
now, with thoughts in my head, feelings in my heart, visions in my mind.  I 
am possessed by gratitude. 
 Not even a real gift gives a guarantee that we will be grateful for it.  
The giver does not have magic power.  And the receiver cannot turn on 
gratitude the way she turns on a smile.  We have limited control of the 
attitude of gratitude.  All we can do is keep the windows open so that it can 
get in when it comes near. 
p. 170 
 
 
 There have been times when, if someone told me that life is a gift, I 
would have wanted to give it back.  There was so much about life that I 
hated, so much pain, that I could not locate grace enough to stir the ashes of 
gratitude.  But I said thanks anyway, and saying it helped keep the window 
open. 
 You never know when saying something that you do not feel will prime 
the pump and get the feeling flowing.  The line between pretending to feel 
something and beginning to feel it is, as C. S. Lewis put it, too thin for a 
moral bloodhound to sniff.  Thanksgiving is the primal whisper of the human 
heart.  And the whisper may be the prime that moves the waters. 
 
REFLECT:  Have you ever given thanks to God for something even when you 
felt that everything was wrong?  How did whispers of gratitude in those 
times truly “prime the pump and get the feeling (of gratitude) flowing”? 
p. 171 
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(The Red Sea Rules: Ten God-Given Strategies for Difficult Times by Robert 
J. Morgan)  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– Robert J. 
Morgan, 2001. 

 
 How can we better “thank we all our God”?  Live more praise-oriented 
lives?  I’ve been working on that, and I’d like to suggest that praise and 
worship are the sand and cement that hold the bricks in place along life’s 
daily pathway.  Every segment of our day should be encased in praise. 
 Get up early tomorrow morning and drink your coffee or juice on the 
back porch, deck, or balcony.  Listen to nature’s tenured professors of praise, 
the birds.  Hear them raise their Hallelujah Chorus.  Notice the beauty of sky 
and grass, and sing a verse of “How Great Thou Art.”  Learn to praise God for 
blessings both large and small.  The other day while mowing, I saw a blanket 
of tiny blue flowers poking up beneath the grass.  I stopped my mower, got 
down on my knees, and studied one.  It was a miniature masterpiece, and I 
just took a moment to thank God for His creative genius. 
 I’ve pulled out some old tapes of Christian music I haven’t used in 
years and started listening to them again in my car’s cassette player.  I’ve 
turned off talk radio, and I’ve even been listening less to Christian stations,  
making my car a personal sound studio where I can sing to my heart’s 
content:  “O worship the King, all glorious above . . .” 
 During your daily prayer times, instead of rattling off all your 
problems to the Lord like a grocery list, spend a few minutes thanking Him 
for things you’ve never thought of mentioning before.  Learn to accentuate 
the positive, and remember that the silver lining is the reality. 
pp. 109-110 
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(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)  Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright– Oswald Chambers Publications 
Association, 1992. 

 
 If you try to hold back the Holy Spirit within you, with the desire of 
producing more inner spiritual experiences, you will find that He will break 
the hold and take you again to the historic Christ.  Never support an 
experience which does not have God as its Source and faith in God as its 
result.  If you do, your experience is anti-Christian, no matter what visions or 
insights you may have had.  Is Jesus Christ Lord of your experiences, or do 
you place your experiences above Him?  Is any experience dearer to you than 
your Lord?  You must allow Him to be Lord over you, and pay no attention to 
any experience over which He is not Lord.  Then there will come a time when 
God will make you impatient with your own experience, and you can 
truthfully say, “I do not care what I experience—I am sure of Him!” 
 Be relentless and hard on yourself if you are in the habit of talking 
about the experiences you have had.  Faith based on experience is not faith; 
faith based on God’s revealed truth is the only faith there is. 
(December 31) 
 
 
 
(The Treasures of Fanny Crosby by Fanny Crosby)  Uhrichsville, OH: 

Barbour. Copyright– Barbour Publishing, Inc., 2003. 
 
If I were given a little time in which to do it, I could take down from the 
shelves of my memory hundreds if not thousands of hymns that I have 
written in the sixty years during which I have been praising my Redeemer 
through this medium of song. 
p. 88 
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(Pure Pleasure: Why Do Christians Feel So Bad About Feeling Good? by Gary 
Thomas)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Gary Thomas, 
2009. 

 
 They frequently express shock when I stress the importance of 
learning how to enjoy life as a single mom.  “Find new pleasures,” I tell them.  
“Rediscover laughter.  Work on appropriate same-sex relationships.  The best 
way to attract a man isn’t by ragging him to return or trying to use your 
children to make him feel guilty; it’s by building a life that he wants to 
rejoin.” 
p. 207 
 
 
 
(My God Is True!: Lessons Learned Along Cancer’s Dark Road by Paul D. 

Wolfe)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright– Paul D. Wolfe, 
2009. 

 
Now, what is the upshot of all of this?  There are two upshots: one general, 
and one specific. 
 The general upshot is this: God is ultimately in charge of the course of 
my life.  I am not. 
 The specific upshot is this: when cancer comes, it comes because God 
appointed it.  It comes as a part of his sovereign plan for life in this cursed 
world, not as an exception to that plan.  I may not understand how he 
brought it, but I know full well that he brought it. 
 Naturally Christy and I were not anticipating that God was going to 
impress these lessons upon us in the way that he did.  It was a hard way.  If, 
as the saying goes, there is nothing quite like the prospect of being hanged to 
focus on man’s mind, then there is nothing quite like being told you have 
cancer to take you to the spiritual woodshed for some much-needed remedial 
instruction. 
 As Christy put it so aptly in the days just after my diagnosis, we had to 
face the fact that the story of our life together was not necessarily going to 
proceed according to the ‘script’ that we had authored for ourselves. 
pp. 23-24 
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(The Expositor’s Bible: The Book of Psalms-Volume I- Psalms I-XXXVIII by 
A. Maclaren, D.D.) New York, N.Y.: A.C. Armstrong and Son.  
Copyright – 1899. 

 
 In the first pair of verses, the song rushes out like some river breaking 
through a dam and flashing as it hurries on its course.  Each short clause 
begins with Aleph; each makes the same fervid resolve.  Whole-hearted 
praise is sincere, and all the singer’s being is fused into it.  “All Thy 
marvellous works” include the great deliverances of the past, with which a 
living sense of God’s working associates those of the present, as one in 
character and source.  To-day is as full of God to this man as the sacred 
yesterdays of national history, and his deliverances as wonderful as those of 
old.  But high above the joy in God’s work is the joy in Himself to which it 
leads, and “Thy name, O thou Most High,” is the ground of all pure delight 
and the theme of all worthy praise. 
p. 80 
 
 
 
(A Lifetime of Wisdom: Embracing the Way God Heals You by Joni 

Eareckson Tada)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Joni 
Eareckson Tada, 2009. 

 
J. I. Packer wrote: 
 

God uses chronic pain and weakness, along with other afflictions, as 
his chisel for sculpting our lives.  Felt weakness deepens dependence 
on Christ for strength each day.  The weaker we feel, the harder we 
lean.  And the harder we lean, the stronger we grow spiritually, even 
while our bodies waste away.  To live with your “thorn” 
uncomplainingly—that is, sweet, patient, and free in heart to love and 
help others, even though every day you feel weak—is true 
sanctification.  It is true healing for the spirit.  It is a supreme victory 
of grace.1 

 
 The weaker we feel, the harder we lean.  And the harder we lean, the 
stronger we grow. 
 
1.  J. I. Packer, Hot Tub Religion (Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale, 1987), 192-93. 
p. 76 
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(A Place of Healing: Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and 
God’s Sovereignty by Joni Eareckson Tada)  Colorado Springs, CO: 
David C. Cook. Copyright– Joni Eareckson Tada, 2010. 

 
It’s been a long time since I’ve actually kneeled in prayer.  Those long-

ago days at that little Reformed Episcopal Church seem so far away, softened 
and made more beautiful in the golden haze of memory. 

But the day is drawing near, isn’t it?  It’s drawing so close to the time 
when I, and so many others who cannot walk, will be able to kneel.  I know it.  
I can feel it.  Heaven is just around the corner. 

If you sense His coming is soon, would you please do me a favor?  Do 
what so many of us who are paralyzed or too lame or too old or disabled can’t 
do.  Would you open your Bible to Psalm 95:6, read it aloud, and then do what 
it says? 

I can’t kneel, but if you can, do. 
Kneel before the Lord God, your Maker and mine.  And while you’re 

down there, if you feel so inclined, thank Him for being so good to a paralyzed 
woman named Joni.  
p. 208 
 
 
We come to the conclusion of our TWO KEY VERSES.  There are FIVE 
THINGS that stand out in these two verses that involve LIVING IN 
CHRIST: 
 

1. “as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, be living (walking 
around) in Him,” 

 
2. “ROOTED . . . IN HIM,” 
 
3. “CONTINUALLY BEING BUILT UP IN HIM,” 
 
4. “ESTABLISHED IN THE FAITH,” and 
 
5. “ABOUDNING IN THANKSGIVING.” 

 
 
May this passage cause us to be INTENSE and EXCITED about how we can 
cooperate fully with what the Spirit of God wants to do in producing 
Christlikeness in us. 
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v. 8  Be on your guard lest there shall be someone who carries you off [from 
the truth] through his philosophy and empty deceit, which is according 
to the traditions of men, according to the elementary principles of the 
world, and not according to Christ.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 8: 
 

Be careful not to allow anyone to captivate you through an empty, 
deceitful philosophy that is according to human traditions and the 
elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 8: 
 

Watch out for people who try to dazzle you with big words and 
intellectual double-talk.  They want to drag you off into endless 
arguments that never amount to anything.  They spread their ideas 
through the empty traditions of human beings and the empty 
superstitions of spirit beings.  But that’s not the way of Christ.  

 
 
The warning red lights are coming on when the Apostle gets to verse 8. 
 
 
The OPENING COMMAND is: 
 

“BE ON YOUR GUARD.” 
 
 
He carefully OUTLINES what he understands is the situation there in 
Colossae.   
 
 
Please notice also that verse 8 is a COMMAND: 
 

“BE ON YOUR GUARD.” 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this next section and then says: 
 
Polemical: Higher Life in Christ (2:8-23). 
 After exhorting believers to continue in Christ (2:6-7)—in whom is the 
fullness of God and who brought complete redemption—Paul then condemned 
the Colossian heresy that was diverting them from Christ. 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles the next section: 
 
“Gnosticism” is wrong: deity is in Christ (2:8-10). 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says, speaking on verse 8: 
 
Paul was concerned that no false teacher take the Colossian believers captive 
through hollow and deceptive philosophy . . . He wrote here not against all 
philosophy but against false philosophy, as the Bible also speaks against false 
religion (James 1:26).  The particular false philosophy at Colosse was 
“hollow” (kenēs, “empty”), “deceptive,” and based on human tradition . . . 
rather than on Christ.  True Christian philosophy “take[s] captive every 
thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5).  Philosophy is the love of 
wisdom, but if one loves wisdom that is not Christ (the Sum of all wisdom, 
Col. 2:3), he loves an empty idol.  Such a one will be “always learning but 
never able to acknowledge the truth” (2 Tim. 3:7).  This kind of philosophy is 
based on the world’s basic principles (stoicheia, “elementary principles” or 
“elemental spirits” . . . This may refer to the evil spirits who inspire such 
heresy and over whom Christ triumphed . . . Such a philosophy is demonic 
and worldly, not godly or Christlike.  Unless believers are careful, such 
philosophy may ensnare them, taking them “captive.” 
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Here Paul gives a WARNING about the FALSE TEACHING. 
 
 
In verses 6 & 7 he had given the POSITIVE PROTECTION through his 
teaching and not in verse 8. 
 
 
Now in verse 8 he gives a NEGATIVE WARNING.  
 
 
If they are living in accordance with the truth that he has given in  
verses 6 & 7, they will have PROTECTION AGAINST ERROR. 
 
 
In verse 4 Paul says: 
 

“This I am saying, in order that no one may be deceiving you.” 
 
 
Here he says: 
 

“BE ON YOUR GUARD LEST THERE SHALL BE SOMEONE WHO 
CARRIES YOU OFF [FROM THE TRUTH].” 

 
 
If Satan cannot deceive us by argument then he will endeavor to carry us off 
from the truth by other means. 
 
 
In verse 3 Paul says: 
 

“Christ, in whom are all the hidden treasures of the wisdom and 
knowledge.” 

 
 
“Knowledge” is to be measured in the light of this statement. 
 
 
Paul is warning of: 
 

“PHILOSOPHY AND EMPTY DECEIT, WHICH IS . . . NOT 
ACCORDING TO CHRIST.” 
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Carson, in commenting on this particular verse, says: 
 
It is empty for it is void of real truth. . . . It is deceitful because of its 
attractive presentation which seduces the minds of those who are drawn 
away by it, and which conceals its own utter barrenness. 
p. 61 
 
 
The SOURCE of the philosophy is “THE TRADITIONS OF MEN.” 
 
 
The SUBJECT matter is “THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF THE 
WORLD.” 
 
 
Here we have a NEGATIVE and POSITIVE statement: 
 

1. POSITIVELY—“ACCORDING TO THE TRADITIONS OF 
MEN” and 

 
2. NEGATIVELY—“NOT ACCORDING TO CHRIST” in whom are 

hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
Believers face the very real threat of being captivated by false teachers and 
lured away from an unswerving devotion to the absolute supremacy of Christ.  
Paul’s warning now becomes direct: See to it that no one takes you captive.  
Captive means “to carry away” or “kidnap.”  Here it refers to someone being 
carried away from the truth into the slavery of error. 
p. 304 
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Barclay says: 
 
PAUL begins by drawing a vivid picture of the false teachers.  He speaks of 
anyone who will carry you off as his spoil.  The word is sulagōgein, and it 
could be used of a slave dealer carrying away the people of a conquered 
nation into slavery.  To Paul it was an amazing and a tragic thing that men 
who had been ransomed and redeemed and liberated (Colossians 1:12-14). 
could contemplate submitting themselves to a new and disastrous slavery. 
p. 163 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 The apostle now makes his most direct attack against the Colossian 
heresy.  The entire passage bristles with exegetical difficulties and calls for 
closer attention to its wording and argument than any other part of this 
letter.  Its tone is both admonitory and affirmative, but admonition is the 
prevailing note sounded throughout. 
p. 827 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
8  Paul first warns against the danger of being taken captive through a false 
philosophy.  The singular “no one” suggests that Paul may have had a 
particular person in mind, perhaps the leader of the heretical teachers.  The 
words translated “that no one takes you captive” point to a real, not a 
supposed, danger.  “Takes captive” . . . a word regularly used of taking 
captives in war and leading them away as booty, depicts the false teachers as 
“people-stealers,” wishing to entrap the Colossians and drag them away into 
spiritual enslavement. 
p. 827 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 Paul uses three descriptive phrases to characterize this “hollow and 
deceptive” system; each constitutes a reason or its rejection.  (1) It was 
according to “human tradition.”  By “tradition” . . . Paul likely means the 
various pagan theories current in that day.  He asserts that these, not divine 
revelation, were the basis of the “philosophy” of the Colossian errorists. 
 (2) It was a philosophy that depends on “the basic principles of this 
world.”  “Basic principles” . . . has a variety of meanings.  Originally it 
denoted the letters of the alphabet, its root meaning being “things in a row.”  
The term then came to be used of the elements (“ABC’s”) of learning . . . of the 
physical elements of the world . . . and of the elemental spirits or 
supernatural powers believed by many ancients to preside over and direct the 
heavenly bodies . . . The sense in the present passage may be either the 
elements of learning or the elemental spirits.  If the former sense is intended, 
the statement means that the Colossian system was really only rudimentary 
instruction, the ABC’s of the world—i.e., it was elementary rather than 
advanced.  The rendering “elemental spirits” is, however, to be preferred.  
This philosophy probably had the elemental spirits of the universe as its 
subject matter.  We know from 2:18, for example, that the Colossian heresy 
made much of the “worship of angels.” 
 (3) It was a system not according to Christ.  This is Paul’s most telling 
criticism of the teaching at Colosse.  The philosophy of the heretics did not 
accord with the truth as revealed in Christ.  He is the standard by which all 
doctrine is to be measured, and any system, whatever its claims, must be 
rejected if it fails to conform to the revelation God has given us in him. 
p. 827-28 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
The Colossians needed to be on their guard.  Paul strongly warned about the 
heresy’s effect on those who believed it.  They would be taken captive.  The 
word used here means “to kidnap” or “to capture and take away.”  The false 
teachers used seductive tactics; the believers had to see to it that they didn’t 
allow themselves to let down their guard and be captured intellectually. 
p. 187 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #5 – Colossians 2 4-8.doc 

115 

Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
The first act of the Christian life is to receive Christ, and every moment 
afterward we must continue receiving him.  The act must become an attitude.  
Breathe in the love and power of Jesus.  Take deep breaths.  Then we should 
be rooted in him in secret, and built up in him in our outward walk and 
behavior.  If we have Christ, we have all God’s fullness. . . . What need have 
we for celestial beings, like those invented by the Gnostics, or for the rite of 
circumcision, as insisted on by the Jews?  We have everything in Jesus.   
F. B. Meyer 
p. 186 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 8  Having encouraged his readers to remain firmly anchored to Christ 
and the gospel, Paul now warns them not to be shifted from this impregnable 
position by any plausible form of persuasion.  It is not necessary to infer from 
his language that he has one particular teacher in view; he warns them 
against any attempt to lead them astray by imposing arguments.  The verb 
rendered “carries . . . away captive” (a rare one) has been variously translated 
“rob” or “kidnap”: does the apostle mean “Don’t let anyone plunder you” or 
“Don’t let anyone carry you off as plunder”?  On the whole, the latter and 
more forcible alternative is preferable: they are in danger of being carried off 
into captivity, and must be put on the alert lest they become the prey of those 
who wish to take away their freedom. 
pp. 97-98 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
The warning is introduced by a call to vigilance.  The present tense suggests 
a constant watchfulness on their part, lest they should be led astray. 
p. 61 
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Eadie says: 
 
The participle, which occurs only here, belongs to the latter Greek, and 
denotes—making a prey of—driving off as a booty, though it is finical on the 
part of Meyer to base the latter signification upon the expression of the 6th 
verse, walk in Him, as if they might be caught when not in that walk, and 
forced away as a spoil.  The expression shows the strong feeling of the 
apostle, and how he regarded their capture by that philosophy as fatal, 
almost beyond recovery, to their faith and peace. 
pp. 134-35 
 
 
 
Fergusson says: 
 
 5.  The way of Christ, and of men’s own natural wisdom, will not weld 
together so as to make up a perfect mixture: if it be their way, he will not own 
it for his: for those false teachers did not quit Christ wholly, but would have 
joined other things with him, and yet the Spirit of God calleth their way a 
deserting of him; “And not after Christ,” saith he. 
p. 348 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
 Then follows a stronger and important warning.  “Beware lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”  It is a warning against the 
natural man’s philosophy, and the religious man’s traditions; both are not 
after Christ, but aim at the Person, the work and the glory of Christ.  
Rationalism and Ritualism are still the pronounced enemies of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as they were when He walked on the earth.  Both may use His 
name, but deny His glory and reject the great truth of His Headship.  
Philosophy is the wisdom of this world.  Well has it been said: “Philosophy is 
an idol of man, a blind substitute for the knowledge of God.”  It is false and 
ruinous whether it leaves Him out or tries to bring Him in, whether it denies 
the true God, or sets up a sham god. 
p. 65 
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Garland says: 
 
 (3) Paul also characterizes the “philosophy” as devoid of truth.  This 
opinion reflects Paul’s deep conviction that all Christ-less teaching is empty 
at its core.  As something “hollow,” the “philosophy” cannot fill anyone except 
with more emptiness. 
pp. 144-45 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 The heretic wants to “spoil” . . . the believer.  This compound verb 
means “to lead or carry away . . . booty . . . Here, the force of the threat is not 
so much to rob the Christian of something as to kidnap him (“you”).  The 
heretical teacher, therefore, is like a slave trader.  He wants to steal the 
believer away from his spiritual family and sell him as a slave into false 
doctrine. 
p. 99 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 8-10.  There is a very close connection between verses 6, 7, on the one 
hand, and verses 8-10, on the other.  What has been stated positively in 
verses 6, 7, namely, “Continue to live in Christ Jesus the Lord,” is stated 
negatively in verses 8-10, the sense of these three verses being, “Do not allow 
yourselves to be carried away by any teaching that is not according to Christ, 
for he will supply all your needs, since in him all the fulness of the godhead 
dwells bodily and since he is the supreme Ruler of all.”  We have a 
restatement, therefore, in somewhat different form, of what the apostle had 
said in verse 4, “I say this in order that no one may mislead you by 
persuasive argument.”  It becomes clear, therefore, that in this entire section 
. . .  Paul indicates that he was deeply concerned about the false teaching of 
those whose speculative theories, cleverly presented, might tend to 
undermine the confidence of the Colossians in Christ as their complete 
Savior. 
p. 108 
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C. Henry says: 
 
 He warns the Colossians against being led astray by philosophy (the 
ancient equivalent of science in our day).  It is too easy to trust in human 
traditions.  “The rudiments of the world” (KJV) may refer to spirit beings, 
“the elemental spirits of the universe” (as RSV puts it).  These were widely 
held in antiquity to interfere in the affairs of men; the Colossians would have 
been in subjection to them by their ritual observances.  It seems likely that 
Paul is still speaking of what men might do, and warning the Colossians 
against proceeding according to human rules of procedure instead of 
according to Christ. 
p. 326 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
 Against all such the Christian is warned.  “Beware lest any man spoil 
you” (that is, lest any make a prey of you) “through philosophy and vain 
deceit.”  These may make a great show of learning and their adherents may 
look down with contempt from their heights of fancied superiority upon 
people simple enough to believe the gospel and to accept the Holy Scriptures 
as the inspired Word of the living God.  But with all their pretentiousness 
they are simply the traditions of man, the rudiments or elements of the 
world.  The apostle thus expresses his contempt for mere reasoning in 
comparison with divine revelation. 
p. 74 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 8)  This is the first part of Paul’s warning; hence we have no 
connective.  Beware lest there shall be anyone who makes booty of you by 
means of his philosophy and empty deceit in accord with the tradition of men, 
in accord with the elementary things of the world and in non-accord with 
Christ! 
p. 96 
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Lenski says: 
 
Rank inconsistencies in their doctrinal statements, flat contradictions are 
ignored.  Enamored of their ideas, they seek to propagate them, generally 
with the pride of lofty superiority and fanatical zeal, and always only among 
Christians. 
p. 99 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
The Colossians had been rescued from the bondage of darkness; they had 
been transferred to the kingdom of light; they had been settled there as free 
citizens . . . and now there was danger that they should fall into a state worse 
than their former slavery, that they should be carried off as so much booty.  
p. 178 
 
 
 
Lovett says: 
 
BEWARE.  These enemies attack the mind, the very place where Satan does 
his dirty work.  More than one saint has given his heart to Jesus, yet Satan 
has managed to keep his mind.  Satan is pleased to devastate a life even 
when he can’t have the soul.  And he has plenty of clever people serving him 
who know how to use religious bait.  In this case, the teachings involved 
traditions such as specific foods—washings—self-punishing disciplines—
initiatory rites—metaphysical and Jewish theologies.  The teachers were 
pious and their ideas sounded very reasonable, yet they were satanic traps 
laid by false teachers.  We have these cultists today. 
pp. 178-9 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 2:8 cheat you.  Here is the term for robbery.  False teachers who are 
successful in getting people to believe lies, rob them of truth, salvation, and 
blessing.  philosophy and empty deceit.  Philosophy (lit. “love of wisdom”) 
appears only here in the NT.  The word referred to more than merely the 
academic discipline, and described any theory about God, the world, or the 
meaning of life.  Those embracing the Colossian heresy used it to describe the 
supposed higher knowledge they claimed to have attained.  Paul, however, 
equates the false teachers’ philosophy with “empty deceit,” that is, with 
worthless deception. 
p. 1738 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
the basic principles of the world.  See note on verse 20; Galatians 4:3.  Far 
from being advanced, profound knowledge, the false teachers’ beliefs were 
simplistic and immature like all the rest of the speculations, ideologies, 
philosophies, and psychologies the fallen satanic and human system invents. 
p. 1738 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
“Beware”—Look out!  Stop, look, and listen!   
 Lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit.”  If you 
were to follow the history of philosophy beginning with Plato, including many 
of the church fathers, and coming down to more recent times (including Kant, 
Locke, and Bultmann, who seems to be the craze with some theologians right 
now), you would find that none of them have a high view of the inspiration of 
the Word of God.  They are looking for answers to the problems of life, but 
they will not be found in philosophy. 
 A true philosopher is a seeker after truth, but truth is not found in 
human wisdom.  Christ is the answer, the answer to philosophy.  Paul wrote, 
“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom. . .”  
(1 Cor. 1:30, italics mine).  But false philosophy is like a blind man looking in 
a dark room for the black cat that isn’t there—there is no hope for its search 
for truth.  Paul warns the Colossians to beware of this. 
p. 349-50 
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McGee says: 
 
 “After the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”  The Greek 
word for “rudiments” is stoicheion, which means “that which is basic,” the 
ABC’s.  Some people try to build their Christian living on some worldly 
system that seems so simple.  Our base is not philosophy or a worldly system; 
our base in Christ. 
p. 350 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
Take care lest any one (for such persons there are, known to me, but not 
named) be your spoiler, your captor, leading you off as his helpless prey into 
the land of error, by means of his empty delusion of a philosophy, his alleged 
system and theory of truth and life, according to, on the line and scale of, the 
tradition of men, the teaching “handed on” in secrecy and mystery from one 
dreamer to another, and wholly human in its origin all the while; according to 
the elements of the world, the elementary lessons of rite and ordinance which 
the Gospel has superseded, and which now, if put into competition with the 
Gospel, are of “the world,” non-spiritual and not according to Christ. 
pp. 141-42 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
And indeed this verse seems to be the key to, or the foundation of, all that 
follows in this chapter, ranking the discourse of the apostle under these two 
heads, viz. cautions against the seductions of the Jews, zealous for the 
observation of their rites and ceremonies; and against the seductions of 
heathens by their “vain philosophy,” dressed up by them anew, both as to its 
doctrines and morals, and set off with the most specious pretences, styled 
here . . . “enticing speech.” 
p. 785 
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Phillips says: 
 
 The verb for “spoil” means “booty.”  It occurs only here.  The sentence 
could be rendered, “Look out lest anyone carry you off at booty” or “look out 
lest someone rob you.”  The word is used in classical Greek as “carrying off a 
man’s daughter.”  It is used of kidnapping.  It is used of the plundering of a 
house and of the seduction of a young woman. 
 Such is the menace of false teaching.  Those who persuade people to 
abandon truth for error are seducers and robbers.  Paul begins by alerting the 
Colossians.  They were to recognize that far from their gaining anything by 
following the cultists, they would be tragic losers.  They would be giving up 
the truth as it is in Christ Jesus the Lord for a pack of lies.  Let them 
remember Esau who traded his birthright, something of incredible worth, for 
a mess of pottage . . . 
p. 114 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
This verse has been used at times to teach that Christians should not study 
or read philosophy.  This is not Paul’s meaning.  Paul himself was adept at 
philosophy, evidenced by his interaction with the Stoic and Epicurean 
philosophers in Athens (Acts 17:1-34).  Paul was warning the believers not to 
be taken in by any philosophy that does not conform to a proper knowledge of 
Christ. 
p. 1565 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
Paul’s strongest indictment against the heretics was that their teaching was 
not according to Christ, and thus they were not walking with Christ (vv. 6, 7). 
p. 1565 
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Robertson says: 
 
“Look out,” he says, “lest there shall be the one who leads you off as booty.”  
There is usually one person (man or woman) in such a defection who has gifts 
of leadership.  The verb is a rare one, occurring only here and in late writers.  
Heliodorus uses it of carrying off a man’s daughter (kidnapping); 
Aristaenetus, of plundering a house; Nicetas, of seducing a maid.  There was 
real danger that this man (or men) would make prey or spoil of the 
Colossians, like captives in war. 
p. 77 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
Take heed (blepete).  Present active imperative second person plural of blepō, 
common verb for warning like our “look out,” “beware,” “see to it.”  Lest there 
shall be any one (mē tis estai). 
p. 490 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
Christ is the measure for all human knowledge since he is the Creator and 
the Sustainer of the universe. 
p. 491 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
 8  Having encouraged his readers to continue firmly anchored to Christ 
and to His teaching, Paul now warns them not to be shifted from this 
impregnable position by any plausible form of persuasion.  Possibly he has 
one particular teacher in view when he says: “Take heed lest there shall be 
any one . . .”; at any rate, he warns them against any attempt to lead them 
astray by persuasive arguments. 
p. 230 
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Sturz says: 
 
Don’t let anyone carry you away is an emphatic command, an effort to jolt 
them into consciousness of their dangerous position.  Keep your eyes open 
and set a watch . . . 
p. 72 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 In Colossae there were men whose hearts were set on plundering the 
souls of men and undermining the Christian church by deliberately deluding 
her members.  The Greek verb is very rare and graphic.  It pictures false 
teachers as “men stealers” who entrap innocent souls into slavery.  “See to it,” 
says Paul, “that no one makes a prey of you” (Col. 2:8, RSV).  One of the most 
pathetic things of earth is to see a man whose very soul is taking refuge in a 
religion which is nothing more than a vain delusion. 
p. 104 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 

“The greatest philosophy ever produced does not come within a thousand 
leagues of the fathomless profundity of our Lord’s statements, e.g., ‘Learn of 

Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart.’” 
Oswald Chambers 

p. 784 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
“Beware” is blepete, “Be constantly looking out, keep a watchful eye ever 
open.”  Lightfoot says; “The form of the sentence is a measure of the 
imminence of the peril.”  Expositors says; “The future indicative after mē 
(not) implies a more serious estimate of the danger than the subjunctive.”  
The Greek serious estimate of the danger than the subjunctive.”  The Greek 
is, “Be ever on your guard lest there shall be anyone who spoils you.”  “Spoil” 
is sulagōgeō, “to carry off booty, to carry off as a captive and slave.” 
p. 199 
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(The Best of A. W. Tozer: Book 2 compiled by Warren W. Wiersbe)  Camp 
Hill, PA: Wing Spread Publishers. Copyright– Zur Ltd., 1980, 2000. 

 
 “All that God is He has always been, and all that He has been and is 
He will ever be.”  Nothing that God has ever said about Himself will be 
modified; nothing the inspired prophets and apostles have said about Him 
will be rescinded.  His immutability guarantees this. 
p. 15 
 
 
 God never changes moods or cools off in His affections or loses 
enthusiasm.  His attitude toward sin is now the same as it was when He 
drove out the sinful man from the eastward garden, and His attitude toward 
the sinner the same as when He stretched forth His hands and cried, “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28). 
p. 18 
 
 
 Deity indwelling men!  That, I say, is Christianity, and no man has 
experienced rightly the power of Christian belief until he has known this for 
himself as a living reality.  Everything else is preliminary to this.  
Incarnation, atonement, justification, regeneration; what are these but acts of 
God preparatory to the work of invading and the act of indwelling the 
redeemed human soul?  Man who moved out of the heart of God by sin now 
moves back into the heart of God by redemption.  God who moved out of the 
heart of man because of sin now enters again His ancient dwelling to drive 
out His enemies and once more make the place of His feet glorious. 
p. 66 
 
 
 
(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson)  

San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright– Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

 
Will I ever, dear Jesus, get over the immature fantasies that dream of great 
signs and wonders?  As if there were not enough of them provided already in 
both creation and salvation!  Purge me from the leaven of sign-seeking so 
that I may live by faith and in adoration.  Amen. 
p. 148 
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(The Purpose of Christmas by Rick Warren)  New York, NY: Simon & 
Schuster. Copyright– Rick Warren, 2008. 

 
Whenever I start to feel anxious about a situation, I remind myself that fear 
is often False Evidence Appearing Real. 
p. 25 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
 
LESSON #1:  Because in Christ there are all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge, the apostle Paul recognizes Christ was everything.  He was 
truly the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.  

 
 
LESSON #2:  The challenge of the Christian life is just the same as it is in 

marriage.  And that is, to develop an in-depth relationship that will 
change our lives. 

 
 
LESSON #3:  In Christ, in Christ alone, are all the hidden treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge.  Don’t get fooled by those who would say that 
it resides somewhere else. 

 
 
LESSON #4:  Paul commands the Philippian saints in Philippians 2:12-13: 

“So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, 
both to will and to work for His good pleasure” (NASB). 

 
 
LESSON #5:  One of the toughest assignments in the Christian life, as you 

begin to move toward maturity, is to remain faithful and to go on living 
in Christ and to separate truth from error. 

 
 
LESSON #6:  “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman 

who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of 
truth” (2 Tim. 2:15 NASB). 

 
 
LESSON #7:  Paul challenges the Colossians in Colossians 2:6: “In like 

manner, therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord be living 
(walking around) in Him” (DAV). 
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LESSON #8:  “God give us men, who have learned to walk with Christ a step 
at a time, a moment at a time and who never faint.” (Richard 
Halverson) 

 
 
LESSON #9:  Every thought, every word, every deed, not my will but yours 

be done.  Not my life, but your life, being lived out in me. 
 
 
LESSON #10:  Paul gives three pictures here in what it means to be 

remaining steadfast in the faith: (1) walking; (2) rooted; and (3) built 
up. 

 
 
LESSON #11:  Psalm 92:12: “The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree, 

he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.” 
 
 
LESSON #12:  A tree has to grow down before it can grow up.  The roots 

must go deep so the tree can stand the storms. 
 
 
LESSON #13:  Are you living, rooted, and being built up in Jesus Christ? 
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We have been talking in these verses about LIVING IN CHRIST. 
 
 
As a Christian, it is the challenge before us to be continuing to abide in Jesus 
Christ; and by our dependence, drawing our life from Him.  
 
 
As I allow Christ to become the center and circumference of all of my 
experience and as I go on living in Him, I experience the process of being 
“rooted . . . in Him” and “built up in Him” so that I am not deceived by the 
traditions and philosophies of men, but find in Jesus Christ all the glorious 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
 
 
It is my challenge to you who are endeavoring to go on to maturity in Christ 
that you will realize that it is our responsibility to crown Him as Lord of our 
lives and to go on living in Christ. 
 
 
There are THREE KEY WORDS we want to take with us: 
 

1. “living” in Christ, 
 

2. “rooted” in Christ, and 
 

3. “built up” in Christ. 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 I leave this sermon with God’s people, but I cannot help adding that I 
do earnestly pray that all of you may receive Christ Jesus the Lord.  Oh, 
come to Him to-night!  He is willing that you should have Him, and every 
soul that wills to have Christ may have Him; for “the Spirit and the bride 
say, Come.  And let him that heareth say, Come.  And let him that is athirst 
come.  And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”  Amen, and 
Amen. 
p. 606 
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A SURPRISE ANSWER 
 

When Josh McDowell’s mother died, he was not sure of her salvation.  
He became depressed.  Was she a Christian or not?  “Lord,” he prayed, 
“somehow give me the answer so I can get back to normal.  I’ve just got to 
know.”  It seemed like an impossible request. 

Two days later, Josh drove out to the ocean and walked to the end of a 
pier to be alone.  There sat an elderly woman in a lawnchair, fishing.  
“Where’s your home originally?” she asked.  “Michigan—Union City,” Josh 
replied.  “Nobody’s heard of it.  I tell people it’s a suburb of—”  “Battle Creek,” 
interrupted the woman.  “I had a cousin from there.  Did you know the 
McDowell family?” 

Stunned, Josh responded, “Yes, I’m Josh McDowell.”  “I can’t believe 
it,” said the woman.  “I’m a cousin to your mother.”  “Do you remember 
anything at all about my mother’s spiritual life?” asked Josh.  “Why sure—
your mom and I were just girls—teenagers—when a tent revival came to 
town.  We both went forward to accept Christ.”  “Praise God!” shouted Josh, 
startling the surrounding fishermen. 

God delights to give us what we ask when it is in His will.  Never 
underestimate His desire to respond to our prayers.  A surprise may be just 
around the corner. 
 

That long-sought wish, oh, how I prayed, 
I thought it not divinely willed, 

And then the joyous, tear-stained smile 
Of faith triumphant, hope fulfilled!  —Brandt 

 
If you get definite with God,  
He’ll get definite with you. 

 
(Taken from Our Daily Bread, Sunday, November 5, 2006) 
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(Life is Like Licking Honey Off a Thorn: Reflections on Living Wisely in this 
World of Pain and Joy by Susan Lenzkes)  Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright– Susan L. Lenzkes, 2002. 

 
Lord Jesus, 
In this world You walked 
a balanced way, 
sinless among sinners— 
giving Yourself away 
without coming apart— 
living before the Father in 
humble confidence— 
shouting Your holiness in 
whispers of love— 
pushing through the agony to 
the joy set before You. 
Oh, how I need Your grace to 
walk as You did, 
ever poised and balanced with 
one foot on earth, 
the other in heaven. 

p. 22 
 
 
AN encouraging note came to me signed, “In a tsunami of His shalom.”   
I loved it!  Shalom is God’s sweet greeting of peace, and my pastor friend, 
Dennis Baker, had just sent me an absolute tidal wave of it! 
p. 47 
 
 
 
(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson)  

San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright– Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

 
Save me, Lord, from the world’s lazy tolerance, which masks uncertain 
commitments and failed visions.  Sharpen my instincts for survival so that I 
am alert to repudiate anything that would interfere with my relationship 
with you.  Amen. 
p. 156 
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One of my favorite songs of the Florida Boys is: 
 
I’m Making Plans to See Jesus 
Gregory A. Pollard 
Holy Spirit Music / BMI 
 
Each day I hear of someone who 
Is planning far ahead. 
A home they’ll build, 
A child they’ll raise, 
A job to pay the rent. 
But I go down life’s rough ole road 
With one thing on my mind 
I just want to see the Lord 
I will when it’s my time. 
 
Chorus 
I’m making plans to see Jesus 
And oh, what a day that will be. 
I’m making plans to see Jesus 
Cause He’s making plans for me. 
 
I’ve lived a life all full of plans, 
Some failed and some worked out. 
And all my plans I’ve faced the same, 
With hope, yet fear and doubt. 
But there’s one plan I know I’ve made 
That’s gonna be all right. 
And that’s to see my Jesus, 
I might go home tonight. 
 
Oh, I’m making plans to see Jesus 
And oh, what a day that will be. 
Yes, I’m making plans to see Jesus 
Cause He’s making plans for me. 
 
Oh, I’m making plans to see Jesus 
Cause He’s making plans for me. 
(Track #8) 
 
(“Saved By Grace” by Florida Boys) 
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