
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Practical Study of 
 

COLOSSIANS: How Christians Grow 
 

“Christ Is All and in All” 
 
 

Study #6 – Colossians 2:9-15 
 

CHRIST LIVING IN ME 
 
 
Key Verses: Colossians 2:9, 10 

 
Because in Him there is dwelling all the fullness of the divine nature 
bodily.  And you are in Him, having been filled full [in Him] who is the 
head of every ruler and authority; 

 
TEXT: 
v. 9  Because in Him there is dwelling all the fullness of the divine nature 
bodily. 
v.10  And you are in Him, having been filled full [in Him] who is the head of 
every ruler and authority; 
v.11  in whom also you were circumcised, a circumcision made without hands, 
in the putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 
v.12  having been buried with Him in the baptism, in which you were also 
raised with Him through your faith in the working of God, who raised Him 
from the dead. 
v.13  And you being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He made alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses,  
v.14  having blotted out (cancelled) the bond that stood against us with its 
legal requirements, which was opposed to us; and He removed it out of the 
midst, having nailed it to the cross. 
v.15  Having disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public example 
of them, triumphing over them in it. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 
(The Cowboy Christmas Story by Sam Davis) Abilene, TX: Sam Davis 

Publications. Copyright – Sam Davis, 1996.  
 

The Cowboy Christmas Story 
 
For two years I’d been cowboying 

Up along the great divide, 
And I’d headed home for Christmas, 

Which was about a two week ride. 
 
I was trying to make it to this little 

town where I could get myself a bed. 
Cause it was gettin’ dark and snowing 

And my horses needed fed. 
 
It was one of those quiet nights 

and the big flakes fell straight down. 
And the only noise was my horses hooves 

crunching snow against the ground. 
 
When through the falling snow 

I saw this yellow lantern light. 
And it flickered through the darkness 

like a beacon in the night. 
 
And as I rode a little closer 

I heard singing from inside. 
And at the hitching rail out front 

There were buggies and horses tied. 
 
Then I saw it was a country church, 

So I stopped there beneath a tree. 
And listened to, “Oh How I Love Jesus, 

Because He First Loved Me”. 
 
Then I felt an urge to go in 

So I got down and shook off the snow. 
And quietly crept in the door, 

And sat down there on the back row. 
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Two lanterns hanged from the ceiling, 
And in the corner was a potbellied stove. 

And about fifteen in the whole congregation 
It was then that the preacher arose. 

 
He was old and stooped at the shoulders, 

And his hair was as white as the snow. 
In his hands he held a tattered old Bible, 

And he turned the pages deliberate and slow. 
 
He had a countenance of wisdom about him 

That testified of the life he had lead. 
Then he looked up from the pages of his Bible 

and his voice trembled a bit as he said, 
 
I’ve preached Jehovah’s sweet message 

for nigh on to sixty year. 
And of all the stories in this book, 

there is none that is quite as dear. 
 
As the birth of Jesus, my Saviour 

In a lowly stable in Bethlehem. 
And how a bright star in the east, 

Lead wise men there to worship Him. 
 
All about the precious gifts they all brought 

And how they bowed down in worship that day. 
To that special child who would change the 

whole world, lying in that manger of hay. 
 
How the Angels came to the shepherds that night, 

with the good news of his birth and then 
How heavenly host sang glory to God, 

And of peace and good will toward men. 
 
Aw, but you know the story of how 

He grew up and lived among men. 
How He went about healing and serving, 

and lived His whole life without sin. 
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Then how Judas His disciple betrayed Him, 
And how He died on the cross all alone. 

But the best part is, He overcame death 
And now sits next to God on His throne. 

 
And He did all of this just for you and for me 

so we could be free from our sin 
So when we knock at heaven’s front door 

He’ll know us and bid us come in. 
 
So the Christmas story is more than a birth 

it’s a resurrection to life, you see. 
So that’s why I love my Lord Jesus, 

It was because He first loved me. 
 
Since that night I’ve not been the same, 

For now I know I’ve been set free. 
And where ever I go, I’m never alone, 

And every day is Christmas to me.  
p. (entire book) 
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(Collected Verse of Edgar A. Guest by Edgar A. Guest) Chicago, IL: 
Contemporary Books, Inc. Copyright - Contemporary Books, Inc., 1934.  

 
The Lay of the Troubled Golfer 
 
His eye was wild and his face was taut with anger and hate and rage, 
And the things he muttered were much too strong for the ink of the printed 

page. 
I found him there when the dusk came down, in his golf clothes still was he, 
And his clubs were strewn around his feet as he told his grief to me: 
“I’d an easy five for a seventy-nine—in sight of the golden goal— 
An easy five and I took an eight—an eight on the eighteenth hole! 
 
“I’ve dreamed my dreams of the seventy men, and I’ve worked year after 

year, 
I have vowed I would stand with the chosen few ere the end of my golf career; 
I’ve cherished the thought of a seventy score and the days have come and 

gone 
And I’ve never been close to the golden goal my heart was set upon. 
But today I stood on the eighteenth tee and counted that score of mine 
And my pulses raced with the thrill of joy—I’d a five for a seventy-nine! 
 
“I can kick the ball from the eighteenth tee and get this hole in five, 
But I took the wood and I tried to cross that ditch with a mighty drive—” 
Let us end the quotes, it is best for all to imagine his language rich, 
But he topped that ball, as we often do, and the pill stopped in the ditch. 
His third was short and his fourth was bad and his fifth was off the line, 
And he took an eight on the eighteenth hole with a five for a seventy-nine. 
 
I gathered his clubs and I took his arm and alone in the locker room 
I left him sitting upon the bench, a picture of grief and gloom; 
And the last man came and took his shower and hurried upon his way 
But still he sat with his head bowed down like one with a mind astray, 
And he counted his score card o’er and o’er and muttered this doleful whine: 
“I took an eight on the eighteenth hole, with a five for a seventy-nine!” 
pp. 424-5 
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Church Signs With a Sense of Humor 
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(Received via email from Peter Pampolina, May 17, 2011) 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C. 
H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
A true wife is her husband’s better half, his lump of delight, his flower of 
beauty, his guardian angel.  And his heart’s treasure. PT120 
 
His rib is the best bone in his body. PT120 
 
Women are found fault with for often looking into the glass, but that is not so 
bad as glass as men drown their senses in. PT122 
p. 94 
 
 
ABRAHAM, in the Old Testament, wanted to help God keep His promise by 
having a son from Hagar, his handmaid.  As a result of his efforts, Ishmael 
was born, who eventually became the father of the Arab nation. 
 
 
MOSES knew that it was God’s will for his life to deliver the children of 
Israel from their bondage in Egypt.  Living by the philosophy that God helps 
those who help themselves, he went into the land of Egypt to deliver the 
children of Israel by his own efforts. 
 
 
Failing in his attempt, Moses was driven to the wilderness for 40 YEARS to 
learn that God does not come to help us but to take over in our lives. 
 
 
PETER wanted to show his loyalty to the Lord by drawing a sword in the 
garden to liberate the Lord from his captives, unaware of the fact that he was 
actually fighting against the Father’s will in this experience. 
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It is completely amazing when you see what God does in each of these men’s 
lives, when they get out of the way and allow God to take over.  And they 
learn the lesson that God helps the helpless.   
 
 
In ABRAHAM’s case, the promised son is miraculously born through Sarah, 
his wife.  As a result of that, Abraham becomes the father of many nations. 
 
 
MOSES, at the commencement exercises from post-graduate school in the 
desert, sees a burning bush, but it is not consumed.  He learns that God 
wants to do His work His way through human instruments.  Any old bush 
will do as long as God is in it. 
 
 
PETER, it is not your ability but your availability that I want.  In the midst 
of his failure, when he turns over his human resources to God he is 
empowered by the indwelling Holy Spirit, and the world sees what God can 
do through a man who’s just available for him to use. 
 
 
So oftentimes we make the mistake of praying “LORD GIVE ME”: 
 

“Give me this and give me that.  Give me victory, give me power, give 
me joy, give me patience, give me love.  Lord help me here, help there, 
help me to do Your will.”   

 
 
The Lord is patiently waiting for the time when He can take over. 
 
 
The Christian life was never intended to be a cooperative venture.  God 
wants all the glory for the changes which he has wrought by His Spirit in our 
daily conduct.  It is exactly the same way with regard to our CONVERSION 
EXPERIENCE.  It is all a work of GOD’S GRACE. 
 
 
One of the greatest lessons in the Christian life is learned when I accept the 
fact that I am probably my own worst enemy.  When I really get out of the 
way and allow the Lord to take over, then things really begin to happen. 
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In this particular study we are considering the thought of: 
 

STAGE #6: CHRIST LIVING IN ME. 
 
 
Galatians 2:20 (DAV) 
 

With Christ I have been crucified and I no longer am living but Christ 
is living in me and that life which now I am living in the flesh I am 
living by faith, which faith is in the Son of God who loved me and gave 
himself on my behalf. 

 
 
One of the hardest lessons in the Christian life is to really yield ourselves to 
the Spirit of God and cease to take control.  To focus on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the Spirit, who is the one who gives the victory, who provides the 
strength, who guides into all truth.  He is there waiting for us to let go and 
let Him work. 
 
 
Jeremiah 2:13 (NLT) 
 

For my people have done two evil things: They have abandoned me—
the fountain of living water.  And they have dug for themselves 
cracked cisterns that can hold no water at all! 

 
 
Jeremiah 2:17 (NLT) 
 

And you have brought this upon yourselves by rebelling against the 
Lord your God, even though he was leading you on the way! 

 
 
Psalm 33:9 (NIV) 
 

For he spoke, and it came to be; 
he commanded, and it stood firm. 

 
 
Psalm 33:11 (NIV) 
 

But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, 
the purposes of his heart through all generations. 
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As we prepare ourselves to launch into the text of Colossians 2:9-15, let’s just 
take a few moments to set the stage before we actually look at the verses. 
 
 
 
Anders says:  
 
 2:9-10.  When false teaching attacks, it usually attacks on two fronts: 
(1) the person of Jesus Christ and (2) the believer’s identity in him.  False 
teachers fail to acknowledge that Jesus Christ is God and undermine his 
uniqueness as the God-Man.  False teachers propose that “something more” 
is needed to make the earnest disciple complete.  It may be new knowledge, 
freshly revealed to the cult leader; it may be ecstatic experiences which are 
supposed to usher the individual into new vistas of insight; it may be 
legalistic activity which demonstrates sincerity. 
p. 305 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say:  
 
2.  The warning justified (2:9-15) 
 
 Paul’s warning rests on Christ’s unshared supremacy . . . and his 
complete adequacy to meet human need . . . Because of who he is and what 
we find in him, any system “not after Christ” must be wrong.  The passage 
takes up the central phrase of 1:19 (“fullness”) and draws out its 
consequences in relation to the Colossian heresy. 
p. 828 
 
 
 
Baxter says:  
 
 It is quite clear that in verses 3-10 Paul is countering the philosophy 
glitter of the errorists.  In verses 11-17 he is rebutting the tradition 
veneration which went with it.  His answer to the former is the fulness of our 
Lord.  His answer to the latter is the finality of the Cross. 
p. 208 
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Dunnam says:  
 
 You are complete in Christ, Paul says.  Possessing Him, or being 
possessed by Him, you are fulfilled.  Having Him you have all you need.  This 
is the supreme reality: the complete being of God is revealed in Jesus Christ; 
in Him the completeness to which we are called is an accomplished fact; we 
appropriate that fullness for ourselves by yielding ourselves to the indwelling 
Christ. 
p. 361 
 
 
 
Gromacki says:  
 
 One of the meanings of “identification” is “the condition of being the 
same as something else.”  In the spiritual life, proper identification occurs 
when the believer confesses: “Not I, but Christ” . . . Paul has already 
expounded on the mystery of the mystical union.  Christ is in the child of 
God, and the Christian is in Him . . . 
 A proper understanding of this identification of the believer with 
Christ will promote the triumphant life of godliness and will protect the 
believer against non-Christian intellectualism and oppressive legalism.  In 
this section of the epistle, Paul further delineated the advantages of being in 
Christ. 
p. 102 
 
 
 
King says:  
 
In the two closing verses, 9-10, the HOLY SPIRIT leads Paul to make two 
statements which will assure our hearts of the possibility of that advance, 
and avoidance. 
p. 59 
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O’Brien says:  
 
He focuses attention on the centrality of Christ, whom the readers are to 
follow unswervingly, by resuming the phrase “in him” . . . of verse 7 and 
repeating it as a theme in the following verses . . . In fact it runs like a scarlet 
thread through this whole section, verses 9-15: “in him” . . . the entire 
fullness of deity dwells bodily . ..  “in him” . . . you are filled . . . “in whom” . . . 
you have been circumcised . . . “with him” . ..  you have been buried, “in 
whom” . . . you also have been raised with him . . . God has made you alive 
“with him” . . . and he has led the principalities and powers in triumphal 
procession “in him . . .  
p. 111 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says:  
 
 The hope before you (1-12).  These people were going to heaven!  They 
had heard the Word and trusted the Savior, and they had given evidence of 
their faith by their love for God and God’s people.  God qualified them (v. 12); 
they did not save themselves. 
p. 782 
 
 
 
PERSON OF CHRIST is mentioned TWELVE TIMES in these  
SEVEN VERSES. 
 
 
Our THEME for this stage—Stage #6: CHRIST LIVING IN ME. 
 
 
Our KEY VERSES are: 
 

Colossians 2:9 & 10 
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v. 9  Because in Him there is dwelling all the fullness of the divine nature 
bodily.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 9: 
 

For in him all the fullness of deity lives in bodily form,  
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 9: 
 

Everything of God gets expressed in him, so you can see and hear him 
clearly.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
There is no “fullness” (plērōma) in philosophy based on vain human 
reasoning.  For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives.  Hence only in 
Christ can one have fullness.  Apart from Him is emptiness.  As philosopher 
Jean Paul Sartre put it, “Life is an empty bubble on the sea of nothingness” . . 
. The word for “Deity” is theotētos, a strong word (used only here in the NT) 
for Christ’s essence as God.  The full deity of Christ is nonetheless in bodily 
form—a full humanity . . . Both Christ’s deity and humanity were challenged 
by this early Gnostic-like heresy.  Those heretics diminished Christ to an 
angel whose “body” was only apparent, not real.  Paul affirmed here that 
Christ is both fully God and truly man . . . 
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Paul, in our previous study in verse 8, had just warned these Christians 
about EMPTY PHILOSOPHY, which was: 
 

“after the traditions of men” and  
 
“not after Christ.” 

 
 
Now in this verse he tells us WHY: 
 

“BECAUSE IN HIM [that is, Christ] THERE IS DWELLING ALL 
THE FULLNESS OF THE DIVINE NATURE BODILY.” 

 
 
Notice the word “ALL.”  Everything resides “in Him.” 
 
 
This verse is very similar to: 
 
Colossians 1:19 (DAV) 
 

Because in Him all the fullness willed (was pleased) to dwell. 
 
 
 
A. T. Robertson says: 
 
In this sentence, given as the reason . . . for the preceding claim for Christ as 
the measure of human knowledge Paul states the heart of his message about 
the Person of Christ. 
p. 491 
 
 
If in Jesus Christ we find “THE FULLNESS OF THE DIVINE NATURE,” 
then we also find the SOURCE OF ALL TRUTH.  Teaching which does not 
agree with this must be false. 
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Calvin says:  
 
Now in Christ there is a perfection, to which nothing can be added. . . . God 
has manifested himself to us fully and perfectly in Christ. 
p. 182 
 
 
Here is another statement of the DIETY OF CHRIST seen in the word 
“FULLNESS.” 
 
 
He uses the word “BODILY.” 
 
 
This reminds us of: 
 
John 1:14 (NASB) 
 

And the Word [that is Christ] became flesh, and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.  

 
 
 
Anders says:  
 
 Paul addresses both lies in verses 9-10 where he tells us that we are 
full in the full one.  Jesus Christ is completely God, and we are complete in 
him.  We just need to grow.  The Christian always grows by nutrition (feeding 
on his Word) and not by addition. 
p. 305 
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Anders says:  
 
 Paul tells the Colossians that because in Christ all the fullness of the 
Deity lives in bodily form, they have no excuse for being deceived.  The sum 
total of deity resides in Jesus, the incarnate Word of God . . . All the fullness 
is actually a tautology (saying the same thing twice in different words) and 
serves to underscore that the “fullness” is found exclusively in Christ.  
Fullness is not found in the host of spirit beings supposedly emanating from 
God.  They are not the fullness of God; Christ is.  The fullness living in Christ 
in bodily form points not only to Jesus’ Deity but also to his humanity.  This 
is a direct argument against the idea that matter is evil and that the fullness 
of God could not be found in Jesus, who assumed human flesh. 
p. 305 
 
 
 
Barclay says:  
 
There is no one who can add anything to Jesus Christ.  In Jesus Christ there 
came to men the full and final and perfect revelation of God, and we need 
nothing more. 
p. 69 
 
 
 
Barclay says:  
 
The word Paul uses for “fulness” is plērōma.  This was itself a Gnostic word; 
the Gnostics used it to describe the absolute complete perfection of the true 
God.  It was exactly that, says Paul, that dwelt in Jesus Christ.  In Jesus 
Christ we do not see a part of God; we do not have a partial revelation; in 
Jesus Christ we see the whole of God in relation to men; and that revelation 
is given to us in no one else, for Jesus Christ is unique. 
pp. 69-70 
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Barclay says:  
 
 c.  Paul lays it down that this complete revelation is made in 
incarnation.  He is the fullness of deity bodily.  Both in the English and in the 
Greek the word “bodily” . . . comes at the end of the sentence, and comes like 
a hammerblow.  Here is Paul’s instance once again that the revelation of God 
did not come in one who was a ghostly and immaterial phantom but in one 
who was as truly man as he was truly God, and who was as truly human as 
he was divine. 
p. 70 
 
 
 
Barclay says:  
 
His answer is: “You need nothing but Christ to overcome any power in the 
universe; for in Him is nothing less than the fulness of God; and He is the 
head of every power and authority, for He created them.” 
p. 165 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say:  
 
Nearly every word in this statement is significant.  “For,” linking this and the 
following verses to v.8, shows that the warning in that verse rests on what is 
said here about Christ and his fullness.  The phrase “in Christ” . . . stresses 
that in Christ alone the fullness of deity dwells.  ‘Lives” . . . suggests the idea 
of taking up permanent residence.  The tense is present, stating a general 
truth and denoting continuous action.  The full thought, then, is that in 
Christ the fullness of deity permanently resides, finding a settled home in 
him. 
p. 828 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #6 – Colossians 2 9-15.doc 

20 

Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say:  
 
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.  Again Paul 
asserted Christ’s divine nature . . . In Christ designates a local or spatial 
relationship rather than a mystical relationship.  God’s saving action 
happens in the person of Jesus Christ.  In 2:9-13, every verse contains the 
phrase “in Christ” (or “in him”) or “with Christ” (or “with him”) to show that 
Christ is the center of God’s saving activity.  All the fullness of the Deity 
refers to the whole total of deity (pleroma theotaitos) or all the divine 
attributes.  God’s nature and person are centered in Christ.  Lives in bodily 
form means “dwells permanently” or “continues to live” in a human body. 
p. 189 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say:  
 
. . . Paul emphasized to these Colossian believers, and to us today, that when 
we have Christ, we have everything we need for salvation and right living.  
He is our leader.  No man-made religion or philosophy can give what Christ 
gives—salvation and right relationship with God.  
p. 189 
 
 
 
Bruce says:  
 
The teachers of error may have talked of the fullness of divine being as 
distributed among a hierarchy of spirit-powers, through which it was filtered 
down to this world: Christians had something better.  They had Christ, the 
personal revelation of the Father, the one mediator between God and human 
beings, in whom (truly man as he was) the plenitude of deity was embodied. 
pp. 100-101 
 
 
 
Calvin says:  
 
Here we have the reason why those elements of the world, which are taught 
by men, do not accord with Christ—because they are additions for supplying 
a deficiency, as they speak.  Now in Christ there is a perfection, to which 
nothing can be added.  Hence everything that mankind of themselves mix up, 
is at variance with Christ’s nature, because it charges him with imperfection. 
p. 182 
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Calvin says:  
 
 Further, when he says that the fulness of the Godhead dwells in 
Christ, he means simply, that God is wholly found in him, so that he who is 
not contented with Christ alone, desires something better and more excellent 
than God.  The sum is this, that God has manifested himself to us fully and 
perfectly in Christ. 
p. 182 
 
 
 
Carson says:  
 
If in Christ the fullness of the Godhead dwells, then He is the source of all 
truth, and any teaching which does not accord with Him is at once declared to 
be false.  This statement of Christ’s essential deity is fuller than the earlier 
one in i. 19. 
p. 63 
 
 
 
Carson says:  
 
The One who at Bethlehem took human nature, now in heaven still retains 
His glorified humanity and in Him the very essence of deity has its eternal 
dwelling-place. 
p. 64 
 
 
 
Eadie says:  
 
This is an irresistible argument.  Any system not after Christ must be human 
and wrong—“for in Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” 
p. 141 
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Eadie says:  
 
Divinity was incarnated in Christ.  It shrunk not from taking upon it our 
nature, and realizing the prophetic title—“Immanuel, God with us.”  The 
same idea is contained John i. 14—“the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us.”  The Logos, yet unfleshed, was God, and was with God, Divine 
and yet distinct from the Father; but the fulness of Godhead was only 
spiritually within Him.  Now, it has made its abode in his humanity without 
consuming it or deifying it, or changing any of its essential properties.  It 
hungered and it ate, it thirsted and it drank, it grieved and it wept, it 
watched and prayed, it wearied itself and it lay down, it was exhausted and it 
slept, it bled and it died. 
pp. 144-45 
 
 
 
Fergusson says:  
 
 He refuteth all those impostors, first jointly, because Christ alone is 
most perfect, and by consequence his doctrine also; as having God fully in his 
essence and attributes inseparably residing in his person, and this “bodily” or 
personally, the Divine nature having assumed the human unto the unity of 
his person; for the word “body,” is often taken for the person, as 2 Cor. v. 10; 
so that it were folly and impiety to seek salvation in any thing but in Christ, 
and in the doctrine taught by him. 
p. 348 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says:  
 
The ninth and tenth verses introduce us to the heart of this great document. 
p. 67 
 
 
 
Garland says:  
 
The fullness of the Godhead dwells in him.  Clearly, the Colossians cannot 
lump Christ Jesus with the galaxy of lesser ranking divine beings.  He is 
uniquely “God’s presence and his very self” and not “a second, different 
Deity.” 
p. 145 
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Gromacki says:  
 
 First, the inclusive phrase, “all the fulness” (pan to plērōma), denotes 
all that God is in His divine essence.  It envelops the totality of the divine 
characteristics.  John attributed full deity to Jesus Christ when he carefully 
asserted that “the Word was God” (John 1:1).  The Son is neither the Father 
nor the Spirit, but all three persons within the trinitarian distinction are 
equally God.  This deity could never be diminished or lost.  God can never be 
less than what He is . . . Even on earth, Christ declared: “I and my Father are 
one” . . . The explicit nature of the divine fullness is further claimed by the 
qualifying words “all” and “the.”  
p. 103 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says:  
 
When the apostle thus describes Christ he has in mind the latter’s deity, not 
just his divinity.  He is referring to the Son’s complete equality of essence 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, his consubstantiality, not his similarity.  
He is saying that this plenitude of deity has its abiding residence in Christ, 
and this bodily. 
p. 111 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says:  
 
 The interpret the adverb to mean “in a concentrated, as it were visible 
and tangible, form.”  Faith clearly sees that the fulness of the godhead dwells 
from everlasting to everlasting in Christ, this fact having been thus visibly 
and tangibly demonstrated by Christ’s works both in creation and 
redemption.  It sees that the entire essence and glory of God is concentrated 
in Christ as in a body.  It is in that sense that it can be said that this fulness 
of the godhead is embodied, given concrete expression, fully realized, in him.  
This is but another way of saying that from everlasting to everlasting he is 
“the image of the invisible God” . . . 
 I believe that this gives the proper sense, a meaning which is also in 
harmony with the context, both preceding and following.  Since, therefore, all 
the fulness of the indwelling essence of God is thus completely concentrated 
in Christ, there is no need of our justification for looking elsewhere for help, 
salvation, or spiritual perfection. 
p. 112 
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C. Henry says:  
 
Paul expresses in a few words something of His marvelous preeminence.  
Once again he employs the Gnostic concept of the “fulness” to show that 
Christ is divine in the fullest sense.  The “fulness” is not spread over a 
[multitude] of divine beings.  “All the fulness of the Godhead” dwells bodily in 
Him.  From this it is but a step to the completeness of the work wrought by 
Christ in believers.  They should not look to man, for they are “complete” in 
Christ . . . 
p. 326 
 
 
 
Henry says:  
 
The fulness of the Godhead dwells in Christ really, and not figuratively. 
p. 1872 
 
 
 
Hughes says:  
 
“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.”  He is more 
than merely God-like.  He is more than simply overflowing with the character 
of God.  Rather: 
 

The essence of God, undivided and in its whole fullness, dwells in 
Christ in His exalted state, so that He is the essential and adequate 
image of God. 

pp. 71-72 
 
 
 
Hughes says:  
 
We can see the fullness of God in his work in the heavens and creation 
around us.  But in Christ we see the face of God.  Christ is the sole Temple of 
Deity in whom the divine glories are stored.  How can we go anywhere else 
but to him? 
p. 72 
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Ironside says:  
 
 All that God is, is fully told out in Christ.  He could say, “He that hath 
seen Me hath seen the Father.”  So that we may say without hesitation, if 
any ask as to the character of God, that God is exactly like Jesus.  Jesus is 
the Christ, and in Christ all the fulness of Deity dwells in a body, so that 
when at last we come into the presence of the Father we shall find in Him 
one known and loved before, not a stranger still unknown and possibly 
unknowable. 
p. 77 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say:  
 
He, as man, was not merely God-like, but in the fullest sense, GOD.  bodily—
not merely as before His incarnation, but now “bodily in Him” as the 
incarnate word . . . Believers, by union with Him, partake of His fulness of 
the divine nature . . . 
p. 1321 
 
 
 
King says:  
 
 “In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,” 9.  That is 
eternally true, for He was, is, ever will be, in all respects, fully GOD. 
p. 59 
 
 
 
King says:  
 
In all the calls, the claims, and the consequences of the Christian life, we 
believers have to do with One who is fully GOD, and who is therefore fully 
capable of undertaking all our affairs and necessities.  So this Paul is able to 
claim, “I can do all things [required of me] through CHRIST which 
strengtheneth me”, Philippians iv. 13.  What a comfort! 
p. 59 
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Laurin says:  
 
 The answer to this kind of philosophy is Christ.  It is not merely an 
answer which is found in Christ, but it is Jesus Christ Himself.  This is so 
because “in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (vs. 9). 
 There are many, like these ancient Gnostics, who accept Christ 
nominally.  They pay tribute to one who was great.  But Jesus Christ was not 
merely great; He was the greatest.  He was not merely God-like; He was God.  
He was God far more than in the sense of possessing godly perfections.  He 
was God in person and in power.  He was divine in both essence and nature.  
He was God in the day of incarnation on earth as well as in the age of glory in 
heaven. 
p. 89 
 
 
 
Lenski says:  
 
Why this judgment that these deceivers try to make booty of you, that they 
operate with empty, deceitful philosophy, that their doctrine is human 
invention in contradiction of Christ?  “Because in him there dwells all the 
fulness of the Deity in bodily manner, and because in him (in connection with 
him) you have been made full—he the One who (demonstrative, emphatic 
relative as in 1:15, 18) is the head of all rule and authority.”  “Christ”—this is 
what he is, very God himself; and this is what he has done for the Colossians 
who are in connection with him—he, the head of all rule and authority in the 
whole universe!  What a farce is a philosophy about physical substance that 
are ruled by an authority independent of this head, that necessitates that 
Christians use means other than Christ to escape the power of such rule and 
authority! 
p. 99 
 
 
 
Lenski says:  
 
“All the fulness of the Deity” = the whole sum and substance of the infinite 
attributes that belong to Deity and thus constitute Deity.  This fulness 
“dwells in Christ.” 
p. 100 
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Lenski says:  
 
 “The fulness of the Deity” can, of course, never be divided.  Wherever it 
dwells, “all” of it dwells.  Division is unthinkable.  Christ could not have 
omnipotence, for instance, without having “all the fulness of the Deity.” 
p. 101 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says:  
 
. . . ‘In Christ dwells the whole pleroma, the entire fulness of the Godhead, 
whereas they represent it to you as dispersed among several spiritual 
agencies.  Christ is the one fountain-head of all spiritual life, whereas they 
teach you to seek it, in communion with inferior creatures.’ 
p. 181 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says:  
 
. . . ‘all the plenitude,’ ‘the totality of the divine powers and attributes.’ 
p. 181 
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Lovett says:  
 
The plain truth is, the fulness of the God-head is embodied in the Person of 
Christ! 
 

 EMBODIED.  What a powerful declaration of Deity!  It means 
that the total personality of God belongs to Jesus.  When we reach 
heaven, we will not meet a Personality different from the one 
manifested by our Lord Jesus.  Two observations rise from the Greek: 
(1) When Jesus is in a body, the fulness of the Godhead indwells that 
body.  (2) When Jesus leaves the body, the fulness of the Godhead 
departs also.  Consequently the fulness of God is found in the PERSON 
of Jesus, whether He occupies a body or not.  This statement refutes 
the false teachers who fragmented the fulness of God over a descending 
order of angelic powers.  Paul avows that the entire Godhead is 
wrapped up in the Person of Jesus!  This is his strongest statement 
yet. 

p. 179 
 
 
 
MacArthur says:  
 
 This is one of the most blessed passages in all of Scripture.  It presents 
the glorious majesty of Christ’s Person and His complete sufficiency.  Verse 9 
is perhaps the most definitive statement of Christ’s deity in the epistles.  It is 
the rock upon which all attempts to disprove Christ’s deity are shattered. 
p. 103 
 
 
 
MacArthur says:  
 
In Greek philosophical thought, matter was evil; spirit was good.  Thus, it 
was unthinkable that God would ever take on a human body.  Paul refutes 
that false teaching by emphasizing the reality of Christ’s incarnation.  Jesus 
was not only fully God, but fully human as well. 
p. 1738 
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McGee says:  
 
In Him dwelleth all the plerōma—that is a clear-cut statement of the deity of 
Christ.  It could not be stated any stronger than it is here.  In Him dwells all 
the fullness of the Godhead—not just 99.44 percent but 100 percent. 
p. 350 
 
 
 
Melick says:  
 
Jesus is completely God.  The first concern of the section is the translation of 
v. 9, “In Christ the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.”  The NIV 
translation takes the most direct approach to the Greek text, which solves the 
most problems and creates the least.  “The fullness” is the subject of the verb 
“lives.”  Some translators supply “God” as the subject and translate, “God has 
caused the fullness to live in him.”  There is no need to insert what is not in 
the text, however, when the text is clear enough. 
p. 254 
 
 
 
Melick says:  
 
 Paul meant that the fullness of deity dwells in Christ.  The expression 
is unusual, but the God-man relationship cannot be expressed well in human 
language.  The fullness of deity was Paul’s way of stating that Jesus is every 
bit God. 
p. 255 
 
 
 
Moule says:  
 
For in Him resides, as in a settled and congenial home . . .  all the fulness of 
the Deity . . . the whole glorious total of what God is, the supreme Nature in 
its infinite entirety; in bodily fashion, conditioned now as to its manifestation 
and communication by His sacred bodily state.  It is in Him not only as He is 
the SON, but as He is the SON INCARNATE.  It is not limited and confined by 
the fact that “He became flesh and tabernacle in us.”  But it is brought 
unspeakably near to us by that fact, made as it were gloriously tangible and 
accessible to us His human brethren, to whom this wonderful Bearer of the 
divine Fulness is now joined as Man. 
p. 144 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #6 – Colossians 2 9-15.doc 

30 

Moule says:  
 
Yes, He is joined to us, and we to Him; He is in us, and we in Him.  And thus 
this Fulness is for us, His members.  We are in Him; and It is in Him.  So we 
are as it were immersed in It, and filled with It, as a vessel dipped in the sea 
is filled with the very sea itself. 
p. 144 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say:  
 
Against such opinions the apostle here asserts, that “the whole fullness of the 
Godhead dwelt” in Christ, and that “bodily,” i.e. in his body, as its temple . . . 
p. 785 
 
 
 
Patzia says:  
 
In this verse Paul returns to a theme already developed in the Christ hymn  
. . . and reemphasized that the Colossians do not need any additional source 
of revelation or authority for their spiritual life.  Christ is not simply another 
of the spiritual forces that make up the fullness . . . of the universe . . . He is 
superior to all others because he alone is God incarnate and the whole 
fullness of deity is found in him. 
p. 52 
 
 
 
Phillips says:  
 
 In Him resides all the fulness of the Godhead.  Could words be more 
plain?  The word for “fulness” is plentitude . . . a word already used in this 
epistle by the Holy Spirit . . . It is used elsewhere of the church . . . and also of 
the believer . . . The word speaks of all of the glorious totality of what God is 
in His nature, person, and personality and in His character, attributes, and 
essence. 
p. 118 
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Pickell says:  
 
The intimacy of the believer’s relationship to his Lord is suggested by the 
repetition of the expression “in Him.”  We are to walk in Him, be rooted and 
built up in Him, and are complete in Him.  This identification with Christ is 
pressed further as the Apostle speaks of our being buried with Him; risen 
with Him, and quickened (made alive) with Him. 
p. 50 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say:  
 
In this verse Paul clearly proclaims the incarnation, the fact that God became 
a man bodily.  This contradicts the Gnostic idea of the inherent evil of 
physical bodies and the claim that Jesus is merely a spirit.  The Gnostics 
thought the fullness of God had been divided among a number of angelic 
beings, the last creating the material world.  In contrast, Paul says that the 
fullness of God exists in Christ. 
p. 1565 
 
 
 
Robertson says:  
 
He asserts plainly the deity and the humanity of Jesus Christ in corporeal 
form. 
p. 491 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say:  
 
The teachers of error might talk as they would of the fulness of divine being 
which was filtered down to this world through a hierarchical succession of 
spirit-powers; Christians had something better.  They had Christ, the 
personal revelation of the Father, the one Mediator between God and man, 
the One in whom the plenitude of deity was embodied.  Far from there being 
any inherent impossibility in the nature of things for God to communicate 
directly with this world, One who shared fully in the divine nature had 
become flesh and tabernacle among men. 
pp. 232-33 
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Sturz says:  
 
 Here the apostle clearly states the essence of the fullness—it is of the 
Godhead.  The composition of the word Godhead indicates “one who has the 
qualities of God,” hence “Deity.” 
p. 74 
 
 
 
Trentham says:  
 
 In Christ is all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  This means all his 
power is pledged to see us through.  He is ever seeking to come to us.  All of 
our search for God is but our response to his search for us. 
p. 111 
 
 
 
Wuest says:  
 
. . . ‘In Christ dwells the whole plērōma (fulness, plenitude), the entire fulness 
of the Godhead, whereas they represent it to you as dispersed among several 
spiritual agencies.  Christ is the fountain-head of all spiritual life, whereas 
they teach you to seek it in communion with inferior creatures.’” 
p. 201 
 
 
 
Wuest says:  
 
The verb is in the present tense, showing durative action.  The translation 
reads: “Because in Him there is continuously and permanently at home all 
the fulness of the Godhead in bodily fashion.” 
p. 201 
 
 
 
Wuest says:  
 
 Translation.  Because in Him there is continuously and permanently at 
home all the fulness of the Godhead in bodily fashion. 
p. 204 
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(Life is Like Licking Honey Off a Thorn: Reflections on Living Wisely in this 
World of Pain and Joy by Susan Lenzkes)  Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright– Susan L. Lenzkes, 2002. 

 
JESUS ANSWERED, “WITHOUT ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING” (JOHN 15:5).  YET WE 
ACT, FOR THE MOST PART, AS THOUGH WITHOUT US GOD CAN DO NOTHING. 

LORETTA ROSS-GOTTA 
p. 24 
 
 
 
(Radical: Taking Back Your Faith From the American Dream by David Platt)  

Colorado City, CO: Multnomah. Copyright– David Platt, 2010. 
 
We will evaluate where true security and safety are found in this world, and 
in the end we will determine not to waste our lives on anything but 
uncompromising, unconditional abandonment to a gracious, loving Savior 
who invites us to take radical risk and promises us radical reward. 
p. 21 
 
 
 
In the military, men learn a whole lot about sacrificial service and the giving 
of themselves unselfishly.  This even affected Tommy Franks’ marriage as he 
says: 
 
 
(American Soldier by General Tommy Franks with Malcolm McConnell) New 

York, NY: Regan Books. Copyright – Tommy Franks, 2004.  
 

As we left the plane, I spoke to Jeff Haynes.  “Please make sure the 
enlisted aides get that bed into my office.  I’m going to be bunking at the 
headquarters for a while.” 

Cathy watched silently as I spoke.  Our marriage had lasted through 
almost thirty-three years and two wars.  This would be our third.  She knew 
my work habits well and never complained. 

We hugged.  “Make sure to eat and get some sleep when you can,” she 
said. 

“You bet, Dear.”  I tried to sound convincing.  She knew better. 
pp. 248-49 
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Verses 9 & 10 are the KEY VERSES to: 
 

STAGE #6: CHRIST LIVING IN ME. 
 
 
How much we need to be aware of the fact that everything we are going to 
need for life is in Jesus Christ.  As a believer, He is living in me. 
 
 
The KEY to victorious Christian living is to be aware of the fact that we must 
personally: 
 

GET OUT OF THE WAY, 
 

SURRENDER, and 
 

YIELD UP OUR CONTROLS to the Holy Spirit who will begin that 
dramatic work of producing Christlikeness in us. 

 
 
MARRIAGE itself is a beautiful illustration of our union with Jesus Christ 
and the fact that He wants to bear fruit in us and through us. 
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(The Book of Romance: What Solomon Says About Love, Sex, and Intimacy by 
Tommy Nelson) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright – Thomas 
H. Nelson, 1998.  

 
You are ready to date and marry when you have a silhouette in your 

mind of the kind of guy or girl you will choose to marry, and when you have 
resolved in your heart that you will not settle for less.  I’m not talking about 
this as a silhouette: “What I really want is a guy who is six-two, with wavy 
blond hair and green eyes and a great body, makes a hundred thousand 
dollars a month, and drives a Porsche.”  God may have such a person for you, 
but that should not be your silhouette.  The problem is that you’ve given the 
details of an ideal mate without any outline of character. 

A better silhouette would be: “He must love the Lord with all his heart, 
actively desire to follow God in all things, have a servant’s heart, and be the 
one for me that God chooses.  He must be honest, moral, steadfast, and 
temperate.  He must love me as much as he loves himself.  He must have a 
good reputation, handle himself in a godly manner—even in times of stress—
and be willing to yield to authority.”  That’s a silhouette with well-defined 
edges.  The details are ones you must trust God to fill in according to His 
desire. 
p. 15 
 
 
Jesus said just before entering the Garden of Gethsemane: 
 
John 15:4-5 (NASB) 
 

Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  
I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, 
he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.  

 
 
Everything that we need to glorify and honor God we find in Jesus Christ. 
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Let’s meditate for just a minute on: 
 
2 Peter 1:3-8 (NASB) 
 

seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining 
to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us 
by His own glory and excellence.  For by these He has granted to us 
His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you 
might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world by lust.  Now for this very reason also, 
applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in 
your moral excellence, knowledge; and in your knowledge, self-control, 
and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, 
godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your 
brotherly kindness, love.   For if these qualities are yours and are 
increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16 (NASB) 
 

Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you?  
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v.10  And you are in Him, having been filled full [in Him] who is the head of 
every ruler and authority;  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 10: 
 

and you have been filled in him, who is the head over every ruler and 
authority.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 10: 
 

You don’t need a telescope, a microscope, or a horoscope to realize the 
fullness of Christ, and the emptiness of the universe without him.  
When you come to him, that fullness comes together for you, too.  His 
power extends over everything.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Not only is all the “fullness” (plērōma) of God in Christ (v. 9), but also 
believers have been given fullness in Christ.  Their fullness of life comes from 
Christ’s fullness.  They partake of the divine nature through Christ  
(2 Peter 1:4), for “from the fullness of his grace we have all received” (John 
1:16).  This, of course, does not mean believers become God but simply share 
in Him.  They have or share in the goodness of the nature which He is.  They 
share in the body of Him who is the Head . . . over every power . . . and 
authority . . . including those who would talk the Colossians into living 
according to the world instead of according to Christ. 
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Don’t you just feel terribly excited and fulfilled over all that you have in 
Jesus Christ? 
 
 
I love the way Paul says it in verse 9: 
 

“Because in Him there is dwelling all the fullness of the divine nature.” 
 
 
Then in our second KEY VERSE, verse 10: 
 

“AND YOU ARE IN HIM, HAVING BEEN FILLED FULL [IN HIM] 
WHO IS THE HEAD OF EVERY RULER AND AUTHORITY.” 

 
 
What more could you ask?   
 
 
Everything we’ll ever want or ever need is ours in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Paul is saying: 
 

GOD IS IN CHRIST and  
 
WE ARE IN CHRIST and  
 
CHRIST IS IN US. 

 
 
Just like Christ had all the “fullness of the divine nature” dwelling in Him 
“bodily” so we likewise have: 
 

“BEEN FILLED FULL [IN HIM] WHO IS THE HEAD OF EVERY 
RULER AND AUTHORITY.” 

 
 
It is God Who is living within me and waiting to live out His life through me, 
just as He patiently waits at the door of my heart for entrance in order that I 
might be born into His family. 
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The Lord says in: 
 
Revelation 3:20 (NASB) 
 

‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he 
with Me.  

 
 
So as a Christian, He waits within my heart for the opportunity to take over 
and to begin living His life through me.  I have all the “fullness” of God 
dwelling within me, just like Jesus Christ had when He walked here upon 
the earth. 
 
 
My life is best described like an EMPTY GLOVE.  The empty glove is useless 
until it is filled with the life of the hand to activate it and to perform service 
through it.  I am the same way.  I’m totally useless until Christ takes over 
and begins to activate my life and begins living out His life through me. 
 
 
We enjoy the privilege of “fullness” because of Christ’s “fullness” in us. 
 
 
Ephesians 3:19 (NASB) 
 

and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you 
may be filled up to all the fulness of God.  

 
 
Ephesians 4:13 (NLT) 
 

until finally we all believe alike about our salvation and about our 
Savior, God’s Son, and all become full-grown in the Lord—yes, to the 
point of being filled full with Christ. 

 
 
John 1:16 (NASB) 
 

For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.  
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In Jesus Christ we find the satisfaction of every spiritual want.  It is God’s 
desire for each of our lives that we might experience fulfillment and that our 
lives might be lived to the fullest. 
 
 
Yes indeed He’s alive!  He’s adequate, He’s available, and He’s standing 
ready to take over in our lives as Lord. 
 
 
These are the two verses I have chosen as the KEY VERSES on this 
particular stage: 
 

CHRIST LIVING IN ME. 
 
 
The QUESTIONS that comes before us at this particular time are: 
 

Is Christ living out His life through me right now? 
 

If not, why not? 
 
 
There are probably several reasons if He is not living His life in you the way 
He should.  The possibility of: 
 
1. a lack of trust in His ability to handle the circumstances of your life.  

“If I’d turn it over to Him, He would most certainly make a mess of it” 
is the thinking you have at this point. 

 
2. God is not interested in the little details of my life.  He expects me to 

take care of all of those things.  Immediately we are launched into a 
cooperative venture.  This is certainly not true.  He is ready to take 
over completely and assume full responsibility. 

 
 3. I turned it over to Him and nothing happened.  I didn’t see any 

changes so this must not be the way God intended for my life to be 
lived.  In all of these things we find what we believe to be logical 
reasons for not experiencing the joy of seeing what Christ can do 
through available instruments.  So much is missed simply because we 
are unwilling to take God at His word and to trust the indwelling and 
in-living Christ to prove Himself adequate in all of life’s situations. 
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I am sure there is a fourth and that is: 
 
4. just basic ignorance of the fact that when we came to know Jesus 

Christ, He came to live in us eternally and permanently.  The Spirit of 
God is likewise there to assume full control and responsibility for not 
only guiding us into truth but to begin to bear the fruit of 
Christlikeness of love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, and self-control. 

 
 
Our verse goes on to say: 
 

“WHO IS THE HEAD OF EVERY RULER AND AUTHORITY.” 
 
 
This takes us BACK to: 
 
Colossians 1:18 (DAV) 
 

And He Himself is the head of His body, the church.  He is the 
beginning (creator, originator), the first-born out from the dead, in 
order that He Himself might come to have first place in all things. 

 
 
 

O BLESSED Saviour, Son of God 
 

Head of the church, Thou sittest there; 
Thy members all the blessings share; 
Thy blessing, Lord, is ours: 
Our life Thou art; Thy grace sustains; 
Thy strength in us each victory gains 
O’er sin and Satan’s powers. 

 
http://www.stempublishing.com/hymns/ss/29 
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Abbott says: 
 
He is the head of all those angelic powers to whose meditation the false 
teachers would teach you to seek.  As they are subordinate to Christ, ye have 
nothing to expect from them which is not given you in full completeness in 
Christ. 
p. 250 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
This spiritual fullness is found in Christ, who is the head [authority] over 
every power and authority.  It is futile to look for spiritual fulfillment or 
maturity in any other place than Jesus Christ, who is the treasure house of 
all wisdom and knowledge and the fullness of deity. 
p. 305 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
. . . Paul insisted on the triumphant adequacy of Christ to overcome any 
power in any part of the universe. 
p. 166 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
10  This statement crowns Paul’s argument.  Because Christ is fully God and 
really human, believers “are made full,” i.e., share in his fullness; “in him” 
denotes our vital union with the Savior.  In union with Christ, our every 
spiritual need is fully met.  Possessing him, we possess all.  There was no 
need, therefore, for the Colossians to turn to the “philosophy” of the errorists, 
the ritual of the Mosaic law, or the spirit-beings worshiped by the pagan 
world.  All they needed was in Jesus Christ. 
p. 828 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 Paul goes on to affirm the all-sufficiency of Christ by stating that he is 
“the head over every power and authority.”  He is “the head” in the sense that 
he is the source of life for all that exists and sovereign Lord over it all . . . 
Whatever powers there are in the universe, whatever ranks and orders of 
authority and government, they all owe their being to Christ and are under 
his lordship. 
p. 828 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Not only does all the fullness of the Deity dwell in Christ, but all believers 
have been given fullness (completeness) in Christ.  The Colossians lacked 
nothing outside of Christ; in him they had everything they needed for 
salvation and right living.  Because they had “received” Christ . . . through 
Paul’s doctrine, the Colossians didn’t need to seek God in other philosophies. 
 But what does this “completeness” mean?  It means that there is 
nothing lacking in a believer’s relationship with God.  God pours his love and 
power into believers, giving them fullness for this life and readying them for 
the life to come.  Believers need not look anywhere else.  Christ is the unique 
source of knowledge and power for the Christian life.  Christ alone holds the 
answers to the true meaning of life because he is life. 
pp. 189-90 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
FILLING THE GAPS 
Look around you.  People are searching for something to give their lives a 
boost.  Few people seem content within themselves.  A strange and often 
hard-to-identify inner vacuum gives most people an uneasy sense of 
incompleteness. 
 But Christ fills the vacuum.  As Jesus’ person is fully divine, so we, 
united by faith to Jesus, find personal fulfillment in him.  We are complete in 
Christ. 
 Some days may not feel like it, but, in fact, in Jesus the vacuum is 
gone; the full power and presence of God has taken up residence in your mind 
and heart.  You are a new person, equipped for life and satisfied in God.   
So . . . 
1.  Take more risks—God will guide you. 
2.  Give more generously—God will supply you. 
3.  Love more freely—God will energize you. 
4.  Say “can do” more often—God will amaze you. 
p. 190 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Who is the head of every ruler and authority.  Christ is not just one of many 
intermediaries of angels who must be worshiped, as the heresy maintained.  
Instead, he is the head of every ruler and authority.  Because Christ is the 
head and is superior to any angel or archangel, it would be absurd to worship 
or venerate any angel.  Believers are part of Christ’s body, the church . . . of 
which Christ is the “head.”  Even more than that, Christ is “far above all rule 
and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not 
only in the present age but also in the one to come” . . . 
p. 190 
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Bruce says: 
 
Not only so, but Christians by their union with him participated in his life.  If 
the fullness of deity resided in him, his fullness was imparted to them.  There 
is an affinity in sense here with the language of the Johannine prologue: 
“from his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace” . . .  Without him 
his people must remain forever disiecta membra—incomplete, unable to 
attain the true end of their existence.  But united with him, incorporated in 
him, they are joined with him in a living bond in which he and they 
complement each other . . . 
p. 101 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
There is more point to the mention of “every principality and power” in v. 10 
if in fact forces in the spiritual world, denoted comprehensively as 
“principalities and powers,” played some part in the Colossians’ thinking.  
Those who are united to Christ have no need to pay their respects to those 
forces over which he has vindicated his preeminence. 
p. 102 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
And ye are complete in him.  He adds, that this perfect essence of Deity, 
which is in Christ, is profitable to us in this respect, that we are also perfect 
in him.  “As to God’s dwelling wholly in Christ, it is in order that we, having 
obtained him, may possess in him an entire perfection.” 
p. 183 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
But if in Christ the fullness of Godhead dwells, then this has profound 
consequences for His people.  They are in him by a spiritual union, which 
means that they share His life.  Hence they share His plērōma; and so are 
partakers of the very nature of God. 
p. 64 
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Carson says: 
 
Hence it is only through the miracle of regeneration in which, through union 
with Christ, he partakes of the life of God, that he reaches his completeness.  
It is only then that his human nature is filled out with meaning.  He is 
spiritually complete for he is now reconciled to God, and in fellowship with 
his Creator.  He is morally complete, not in the sense of being perfect, but in 
that he now recognizes the final authority of the will of God, and already 
experiences the energizing of God’s Spirit, which is a foretaste of that 
perfection which will accompany his glorification.  He is mentally complete, 
not in the sense of having all knowledge, but inasmuch as his mind is now 
enlightened by the Spirit of God to discern spiritual truths to which, 
formerly, he was blind. 
p. 65 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
 If they were complete in Christ, they had no need to go beyond Christ, 
and to resort to any ceremonies imposed upon them by the Judaizers.  They 
had everything which it was alleged they wanted, and everything already in 
Christ. 
p. 149 
 
 
 
Fergusson says: 
 
 1.  We are in ourselves empty things, being destitute of every thing 
which might commend us to God: “In him we are complete,” and so in 
ourselves empty. 
 2.  There is a fulness in Christ to be communicated unto all who, being 
sensible of their own emptiness, do by faith lay hold upon him; “In whom we 
are complete:” which completeness consisteth in the enjoyment of sufficiency 
of means for salvation prescribed by him . . . and in the imputation of his 
most perfect righteousness, and in the begun renovation of our nature by the 
Spirit of Christ . . . which shall be still upon the growing hand till grace be 
crowned with glory . . . 
p. 349 
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Gaebelein says: 
 
The fullness of the Godhead dwelleth in Him and out of this fullness we 
receive grace upon grace, and that we might also be filled with all the 
fullness of God . . . In Him believers are filled full.  In Him we possess 
perfection and completeness before God and are not wanting anything 
whatever as to our position before God.  Believers are in Him before God, not 
in what they do or according to their service, or anything else, but in 
perfection of what He is.  Who could add to His fullness and who can add to 
the fullness and completeness the believer possesseth forever in Him!  The 
child of God has no need of philosophy, ceremonies, asceticism, advanced 
thought, or any other thing.  No need of the traditions of men as embodied in 
ritualism, a man-made priesthood (which He hates . . .) or the mass with its 
terrible blasphemy, or the worship of angels!  We have and are all in Christ. 
p. 67 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
 Paul’s main point, however, is that “you have been fulfilled in him” . . . 
“you have been given fullness in Christ,” . . . Since Christ is the fullness of 
God and believers are in him, they have all the fullness humans can ever 
possess. 
p. 146 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
Paul counters that they have all the completeness they need in Christ and do 
not need to look anywhere else. 
p. 146 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 The simple connective (“and”) serves to join the ideas that the fullness 
of God is in Christ and the believer is complete in Christ.  The two key words 
of this section, “fulness” . . . and “complete” . . . both come from the same 
Greek verbal stem . . . Both Christ and the Christian have fullness, but for 
different reasons.  
p. 105 
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Hendriksen says: 
 
Hence, the apostle immediately adds: and in him you have attained to 
fulness; that is, Christ you have reached the Source whence flows the stream 
of blessings that supplies whatever you need for this life and for the next.  
Abide, therefore, in him . . . and you will continue to experience that “out of 
his fulness we all receive grace upon grace” . . . To the very utmost limits of 
human capacity the church that remains in vital union with Christ receives 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, 
self-control . . . yes, every Christian grace.  
p. 112 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
But there is something else which is utterly breathtaking: Christ, full of 
Deity, fills us.  “[A]nd you have been given fullness in Christ” . . . Christ can 
hold all the fullness of Deity; we cannot.  But we are full of his fullness. 
p. 72 
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Hughes says: 
 
 If you are full of Christ, and growing in that fullness, if you are 
overflowing with Christ, the Gnostic appeals of the empty philosophies of our 
age will bear little appeal to you.  If you are full of him, how can you want 
anything else? 
 Alexander Maclaren put it this way: 
 

Though all the earth were covered with helpers and lovers of my soul, 
“as the sand by the sea shore innumerable,” and all the heavens were 
sown with faces of angels who cared for me and succoured me, thick as 
the stars in the milky way—all could not do for me what I need.  Yea, 
though all these were gathered into one mighty and loving creature, 
even he were no sufficient stay for one soul of man.  We want more 
than creature help.  We need the whole fulness of the Godhead to draw 
from.  It is all there in Christ, for each of us.  Whosoever will, let him 
draw freely.  Why should we leave the fountain of living waters to hew 
out for ourselves, with infinite pains, broken cisterns that can hold no 
water?  All we need is in Christ.  Let us lift our eyes from the low earth 
and all creatures, and behold “no man any more,” as Lord and Helper, 
“save Jesus only,” “that we may be filled with all the fullness of God.” 
 

 Let us covenant with God to invite more of his fullness. 
p. 73 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
 In the 10th verse we are told, “And ye are complete in Him which is 
the Head of all principality and power.”  The word “complete” is literally 
“filled full.”  In Christ dwells all the pleroma of Deity, and we have our 
pleroma in Him.  We do not need to go elsewhere for illumination or 
information.  “And of His fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 
p. 78 
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Ironside says: 
 
In that sense we may be said, of course, to be complete in Him; but Col. 2:10 
is rather our state; it is the state of those who have found every need met in 
Christ, who is the Head of all principality and power. 
 It has already been pointed out that “principalities” and “powers” are 
terms relating to different ranks of spiritual beings.  
p. 79 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
. . . “Ye are in Him (by virtue of union with Him) filled full” of all that you 
need . . . Believers receive of the divine unction which flows down from their 
Divine Head and High Priest . . . He is full of the “fulness” itself; we, filled 
from Him. 
p. 1321 
 
 
 
King says: 
 
So fully and completely do we belong that the apostle, even in this brief 
passage, three times over refers to us as being “in Him.”  We might state the 
matter grammatically in the form of a syllogism—(1) Fulness is in Him.  (b) 
We are in Him.  (c) Fulness is for us—not for us, of course, the fulness of 
Divine God-head; but the fulness of Christian Manhood.  That word 
“complete” is a picture word in the Greek.  They tell me that it holds the idea 
of a ship fully rigged, and equipped for the voyage.  So is it applicable to the 
Christian voyaging forth on the ocean of life.  “In Him”—is the Captain, in 
charge of the vessel; the Chart, of the Word, to be consulted daily; the 
Compass, of the conscience, regulated, educated by the Word; the 
Commissariat, food for the journey, from the stores of the Word; the Crew, of 
our fellow-travellers, working our passage, seeing that we have nothing with 
which to pay for the trip; the Conquest, of His indwelling presence and power, 
seeing that we are not as barges, having to be towed by others on the bank, 
nor are we as sailing ships, depending on the favourable winds of comfortable 
circumstances for our progress, but we are as liners, that have the power of 
their engines within to triumph over waves and storms.  “CHRIST in you.” 
pp. 59-60 
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Lange says: 
 
 Who is the head of all principality and power.—This affirms the 
absolute dignity of Christ over against the angelic world . . . 
p. 45 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 
 We are in Him filled full.  We have a full resource of life and power in 
Christ.  Therefore because Christ is who He is and we have what we have, we 
need no supplemental things such as these false teachers advocate. 
 It is a stupendous spiritual fact to think that since all the fulness of 
God dwells in Christ, and since we are in life-union with Him, then from Him 
to us there may pass all this divine fulness.  It would seem presumptuous 
and stagger event he devoutest men, were it not said in the plainest terms by 
Paul to the Ephesians—“that ye may be filled with all the fulness of God.” 
p. 90 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
The periphrastic perfect has the strongest present connotation: “you have 
been made full, are so now, and continue so.”  The passive implies that God 
made you full “in connection with Christ.”  The verb and its phrase express a 
complete idea, so we need not ask: “Made full of what?”  One whom God “has 
filled full in connection with Christ” has in this connection with Christ all 
that he needs spiritually for soul and for body, for time and for eternity. 
pp. 101-102 
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Lenski says: 
 
 “Have been made full” corresponds with what “all the fulness of the 
Deity” expresses.  When we are connected with a Savior in whom all the 
fulness of the Deity dwells we are certainly made full to the limit, not a single 
need remains for human philosophy and human schemes that are built in 
accord with the tradition of men, according to the elementary things of this 
world, so that thereby we may be really and completely full.  Christ as the 
God-man does not fill us merely in part and leave something to be added by 
means of philosophy so as to fill us to the brim. 
p. 102 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
True life consists in union with Him, and not in dependence on any inferior 
being . . . 
p. 182 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
. . .  ‘Your fulness comes from His fulness; His . . . is transfused into you by 
virtue of your incorporation in Him.’ 
p. 182 
 
 
 
Lovett says: 
 
When you received the Person of Christ you were joined to that same fulness!  
Therefore your own spiritual makeup is now full.  You are complete in Christ, 
the Foundation from which all authority and power proceeds. 
p. 179 
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MacArthur says: 
 
Christ is the plērōma of God, and we are filled with His plērōma.  John wrote, 
“For of His fulness we have all received” . . . The perfect tense of the 
participle peplērōmenoi indicates that the results of our having been filled 
are eternal.  
p. 104 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 As a result of the Fall, man is in a sad state of incompleteness.  He is 
spiritually incomplete because He is totally out of fellowship with God.  He is 
morally incomplete because he lives outside of God’s will.  He is mentally 
incomplete because he does not know ultimate truth. 
 At salvation, believers become “partakers of the divine nature” . . . and 
are made complete.  Believers are spiritually complete because they have 
fellowship with God.  They are morally complete in that they recognize the 
authority of God’s will.  They are mentally complete because they know the 
truth about ultimate reality. 
p. 104 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
Those who are “partakers of the divine nature” have, through “His divine 
power,” been “granted . . . everything pertaining to life and godliness” . . . All 
true believers are complete in Christ and do not need the teachings of any 
cult or false teacher. 
p. 104 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
Believers are complete in Christ, both positionally by the imputed perfect 
righteousness of Christ . . . and the complete sufficiency of all heavenly 
resources for spiritual maturity . . . 
p. 1738 
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MacArthur says: 
 
the head of all principality and power.  Jesus Christ is the Creator and Ruler 
of the universe and all its spiritual beings . . . not a lesser being emanating 
from God as the Colossian errorists maintained . . . 
p. 1738 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
You “are complete in him.”  “Complete” is a nautical term, and it could be 
translated in this very vivid way: You are ready for the voyage of life in Him.  
Isn’t that a wonderful way of saying it?  You are ready for the voyage of life in 
Christ, and whatever you need for the voyage of life you will find in Him.  
This is where we say that Christ is the answer.  What is your question?  
What is it you need today?  Are you carried away by human philosophy?  
Then turn to Christ.  Are you carried away by enticing words?  Are you 
carried away by the systems and traditions of men?  Turn to Christ. 
p. 350 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
He rather picked up the generic use of the term to state that, just as Jesus 
was fully God, believers are fully complete in him.  Nothing lacks in 
salvation.  The understanding of salvation may grow, and the appropriation 
of the blessings of salvation may increase; but in Christ, they had all there 
was, the “fullness” of salvation. 
p. 256 
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Melick says: 
 
Thus, while it is true that principalities and powers owe their existence to 
Jesus, it is equally true that they are subject to him.  Paul explicitly stated 
that in v. 15.  There was no reason for any allegiance to other supernatural 
beings.  Since the Colossian believers were complete in Jesus, and he is 
greater than these beings, the believers had no relationship to spirit powers.  
Paul returned to this discussion in 2:15.  It was enough for him to anticipate 
that later discussion here by stating that since Jesus is God, he surpasses all 
created beings.  Those related to him by faith share in his lofty position.  
They have a complete salvation. 
p. 256 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
And you are (emphatically so, not “you may be” but “you are”) in Him filled 
full of the Fulness; in His promise, presence, power, you do possess “all things 
needful for life and godliness.” 
p. 145 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
Paul’s thought continues in a statement that is correlative with verse 9: from 
the fullness of deity that dwells in the exalted Christ follows the infilling of 
the Colossian Christians.  There is clearly a play on the word “fullness” here  
. . . though the tense of the verb (a perfect) points to a continuing state as the 
result of some prior action, and the passive voice suggests the readers have 
been filled by God.  The language and word order again draw attention to the 
motif of incorporation—it is in union with Christ alone that they possess this 
fullness already. 
p. 113 
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O’Brien says: 
 
The readers need not pay their respects to the principalities and powers.  For 
the one in whom they are complete is Lord and Master of such beings.  While 
in apocalyptic thought the final overthrow of evil forces was not expected 
until the end of the present age . . . here the present rule of Christ is 
emphasized. 
p. 114 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
But there is more to this wonderful message: The one who is the fullness of 
the Godhead is likewise the fullness of each believer.  The community is 
fulfilled in him.  The Colossians do not need to look beyond Christ for their 
understanding of the universe; nor do they need to supplement him in their 
personal lives, because those who are “in Christ” participate in his fullness 
now . . . In other words, there is nothing lacking in their relationship to God.  
p. 52 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
We are filled full in Him.  Our fulness comes from His fulness.  We are 
mystically so united to Him that we, as members of His body, share His life 
to the full.  This truth is developed more fully in Paul’s companion letter to 
the Ephesians.  In Colossians, the emphasis is on the Lord Jesus as the Head 
of the body of which we are the members; in Ephesians, the emphasis is on 
the church as the body of which Christ is the Head. 
p. 119 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
Paul illustrates the adequacy of Christ by demonstrating how the Colossian 
believers are complete.  In Christ, the Colossians have put off the power of 
sin and the flesh . . . have received new life . . . have been forgiven, have been 
delivered from requirements laid down by human traditions . . . and have 
been freed from the powers of spirit beings . . . There is nothing that the 
Christian needs to add to what was received in Christ at the time of 
conversion. 
p. 1565 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
 But Paul applies the great idea of Christ as the fulness of God to those 
who are the body of Christ: “And you are made full in him.”  There is wonder 
and glory in this statement.  The clause is still a part of the reason begun in 
verse 9.  Abbott is probably right in taking it to mean that it is in Christ that 
you are made full, with the emphasis on “in him.”  Our fulness comes from 
Christ’s fulness.  John has in his Gospel (1:16) “of his fulness we all received,” 
and Paul prays in Ephesians 3:19 “that you may be filled with all the fulness 
of God.”  That is our destiny as God’s children, and we are growing into it, as 
Paul shows (Eph. 4:13), toward “the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.”  But Paul by no means asserts that we have now reached this fulness 
or that we have the Godhead in us in the same way that is true of Christ. 
p. 81 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
Ye are made full . . . Periphrastic perfect passive indicative of . . . but only 
one predicate, not two.  Christ is our fulness of which we all partake . . . and 
our goal is to be made full of God in Christ . . . “In Christ they find the 
satisfaction of every spiritual want” (Peake).  The head . . . There is no other 
place for Christ.  He is first . . . in time and in rank.  All rule and authority 
comes after Christ whether angels, aeons, kings, what not. 
pp. 491-2 
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Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
If the fulness of deity resided in Him, His fulness was imparted to them.  
Without Him we must remain forever disiecta membra—uncompleted, unable 
to attain the true end of our existence.  But united with Him, incorporated in 
Him, we find ourselves joined in a living bond with Him in which He and we 
complement each other as the body does the head and the head the body. 
p. 233 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
No need then to pay our respects to principalities and powers!  He in whom 
we are made complete is the One who has shown Himself Lord and Master 
over all such beings. 
p. 233 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
“Are complete” is plēroō, the verbal form of our word plērōma.  It is a 
participle in the perfect tense.  Literally it is, “And you are in Him, having 
been filled full, with the present result that you are in a state of fulness.”  
Paul says in Ephesians 3:19, “In order that you may be filled with all the 
fulness of God.” 
p. 204 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
Expositors says; “What Paul means is that in Christ they find the satisfaction 
of every spiritual want.  It therefore follows of itself that they do not need the 
angelic powers.  That Christ is the Head of every principality and power is a 
further reason why they should not seek to them.  All they need they have in 
Christ.” 
 Translation.  And you are in Him, having been completely filled full, 
with the present result that you are in a state of fullness, in Him who is the 
Head of every principality and authority. 
p. 204 
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(Lectures to My Students by C. H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth 
Trust. Copyright– Unknown, 2008. 

 
If we have the approbation of our God, certified by a placid conscience, we can 
afford to be indifferent to the opinions of our fellow men, whether they 
commend or condemn.  If we cannot reach this point, we are babes and not 
men. 
p. 400 
 
 
How much better is gentle forbearance!  You must be able to bear criticism, 
or you are not fit to be at the head of a congregation; and you must let the 
critic go without reckoning him among your deadly foes, or you will prove 
yourself a mere weakling.  It is wisest always to show double kindness where 
you have been severely handled by one who thought it his duty to do so, for 
he is probably an honest man and worth winning. 
pp. 400-401 
 
 
 
(199 Treasures of Wisdom on Talking with God compiled from the writings of 

Andrew Murray)  Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour. Copyright– Barbour 
Publishing, Inc., 2007. 

 
In prayer, I give myself to God; in the Word, God gives Himself to me. 
(Quote 173)  
 
 
 
(The Purpose of Christmas by Rick Warren)  New York, NY: Simon & 

Schuster. Copyright– Rick Warren, 2008. 
 
 The phrase “for you” is used often in the Bible.  For instance, when 
Jesus met people, his first words to them were often a question: “What do you 
want me to do for you?”11  When Jesus instituted communion he said, “This is 
my body, which is given for you.”12  Saint Paul said, If God is for us, who can 
be against us?”13  When you’re facing a personal attack, it is great to have 
God with you, but it is even greater to know he is for you!  
 
11.  Matthew 20:32 NIV; also Mark 10:36, 51 NIV 
12.  1 Corinthians 11:24 NLT 
13.  Romans 8:31 NIV 
p. 29 
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(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 
Hendrickson. Copyright – Unknown.  

 
My Master has riches of happiness to bestow upon you now.  He can make 
you to lie down in green pastures, and lead you beside still waters.  There is 
no music like the music of His pipe, when He is the Shepherd and you are the 
sheep, and you lie down at His feet.  There is no love like His, neither earth 
nor heaven can match it.  To know Christ and to be found in Him—oh! this is 
life, this is joy, this is marrow and fatness, wine on the lees well refined.  My 
Master does not treat His servants churlishly; He gives to them as a king 
giveth to a king; He gives them two heavens—a heaven below in serving Him 
here, and a heaven above in delighting in Him for ever.  His unsearchable 
riches will be best known in eternity.  He will give you on the way to heaven 
all you need . . . 
p. 471 
 
 
 
(Perfect Peace by Lloyd John Ogilvie) Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House. 

Copyright — Lloyd John Ogilvie, 2001.  
 

Jesus knew this secret.  He challenged His disciples—and He 
challenges us—to seek first the kingdom of God.  I like the way the New 
English Version of the Bible translates this verse, Matthew 6:33:  “Set your 
mind on God’s kingdom . . . before everything else!” 
p. 17 
 
 

Keeping the flow of Isaiah’s thought before us, perfect peace is the gift 
of God to those who allow Him to stay their minds on Him, who receive the 
gift of trust in Him, and who depend on Him as the Rock, Foundation, and 
Fortress of their lives. 
p. 19 
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(Right with God: Loving Instruction from the Father’s Heart by Ron Mehl) 
Sisters, OR: Multnomah. Copyright – Ronald D. Mehl, 2003.  

 
Consider the widowed, wealthy man who shared with his son a passion 

for collecting art.  Together they traveled the world, adding only the finest 
treasures to their collection.  Priceless works by Picasso, van Gogh, Monet, 
and many others adorned the walls of the family estate. 

As winter approached one year, war engulfed the nation and the young 
man left to serve his country.  After a few weeks, his father received a 
telegram.  The young man had died while attempting to evacuate a wounded 
fellow soldier. 

Distraught and lonely, the old man faced the upcoming Christmas 
holidays with dread.  What was left to celebrate?  His joy was gone. 

Early on Christmas morning, a knock on the door awakened the 
grieving man.  As he walked to the door, the masterpieces of art on the walls 
seemed to mock him.  Of what value were they without his son to share their 
beauty? 

Opening the door, he saw a young man in uniform with a large 
package in his hands.  “I was a friend to your son,” he said.  “As a matter of 
fact, I was the one he was rescuing when he died.  May I come in?  I have 
something to show you.” 

The solider told of how the man’s son had talked so much about art 
and the joy of collecting masterpieces alongside his father.  “I’m something of 
an artist myself,” the solider said shyly.  “And, well, I wanted you to have 
this.” 

As the old man unwrapped the package, he revealed a portrait of his 
son.  Though the world would never consider it a work of genius, the painting 
somehow captured the young man’s likeness.  Overcome with emotions, the 
man thanked the soldier, promising to hang the picture above his fireplace. 

A few hours later the old man set about his task.  True to his word, he 
put the painting above the fireplace, pushing aside a fortune in classic 
artworks.  The old man sat in his chair and spent Christmas day gazing at 
the gift. 

During the days and weeks that followed, the man gradually realized 
that even though is son was no longer with him, the boy would live on 
because of those he had touched.  His son had rescued dozens of wounded 
soldiers before a bullet had cut him down. 

Fatherly pride and satisfaction began to ease the old man’s grief.  The 
painting of his son soon became his most prized possession.  He told his 
neighbors it was the greatest gift he had ever received. 

The following spring, the old man passed away.  With the famous 
collector’s passing, the art world eagerly anticipated a great auction.  
According to the collector’s will, all of the works would be auctioned on 
Christmas Day, the day he had received the greatest gift. 
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The day soon arrived, and the art dealers from around the world 
gathered.  Dreams would be fulfilled this day; many would soon claim, “I 
have the greatest collection.”  The auction began, however, with a painting 
that was not on any museum’s list. 

It was the simple portrait of a young soldier . . . the collector’s son. 
The auctioneer asked for an opening bid, but the room was silent.  

“Who will open with a bid of one hundred dollars?” he asked.  Minutes passed 
and no one spoke.  From the back of the room came a gruff voice, “Who cares 
about that?  It’s just a picture of his son.”  More voices echoed in agreement.  
“Let’s forget about it and move on to the good stuff.” 

“No,” the auctioneer replied.  “We have to sell this one first.” 
Finally, a neighbor of the old man spoke.  “Will you take ten dollars for 

the painting?  That’s all I can spare.  I knew the boy, so I’d like to have it.” 
“I have ten dollars,” called the auctioneer.  “Will anyone go higher?”  

After more silence, the auctioneer said, “Going once; going twice; sold!”  The 
gavel fell.  Cheers filled the room and someone exclaimed, “Now we can get 
on with it.” 

But at that moment, the auctioneer looked up at the audience and 
quietly announced that the auction was over.  Stunned disbelief blanketed 
the room.  Finally someone spoke up.  “What do you mean, it’s over?  We 
didn’t come here for a picture of some old guy’s son!  What about all of these 
paintings?  There are millions of dollars’ worth of art here!  What’s going on?” 

The auctioneer replied, “It’s very simple.  According to the will of the 
father, whoever takes the son . . . gets it all.” 

And so it is. 
pp. 91-95 
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(Majestic Destiny: Kingdom Hope is Rising by Curtis H. Tucker)  Redmond, 
OR: Last Chapter Publishing. Copyright– Curtis H. Tucker, 2011. 

 
 Rewards are important, but are never linked to a parent’s love . . . this 
is the story of the Bible! 
 
 The gift is a result of God’s love and is unconditional.  The prize is why 
He continues to develop us, help us grow up, chasten us when we get off 
track, prune us when we are sagging and not bearing fruit—to gain the 
fullness of our inheritance and fulfill our purpose. 
 
 He wants all to receive the gift and become His kids so He can be a 
Father to them.  And He wants to lovingly father us all to fulfill the plan for 
which He created us. 
p. 31 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Look upward, and you will perceive no seat of fiery wrath to shoot devouring 
flame.  Look downward, and you discover no hell, for there is no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.  Look back, and sin is blotted 
out.  Look around, and all things work together for good to them that love 
God.  Look beyond, and glory shineth through the veil of the future, like the 
sun through a morning’s mist.  Look outward, and the stones of the field, are 
at peace with us.  Look inward, and the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keeps our hearts and minds by Christ Jesus. 1818.27 
p. 139 
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(Embraced by the Spirit: The Untold Blessings of Intimacy with God by 
Charles R. Swindoll)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– 
Charles R. Swindoll, 2010. 

 
I like to compare the authentic Christian life to a marriage.  A normal, solid, 
reliable marriage is not filled every day with soft, romantic music wafting 
through the rooms of your home, accented by dreamy, scented candles and 
bouquets of fragrant roses.  A good marriage doesn’t mean you frequently sit 
for hours in a bubbly hot tub, kissing and hugging each other.  After awhile, 
both of you can’t even fit in the same tub together . . . and you don’t even 
want to.  After so many years together, truth be told, that’s just not normal. 
 What is normal?  A Christian life that’s real is transformational—like 
we saw in the last chapter.  The Spirit of God does more than just “help you 
out a bit.”  He provides the complete enablement to live a life that those 
without Christ can’t even imagine.  It includes such practical things as the 
power to control your tongue, the strength to face each day’s challenges, the 
ability to clean up your thoughts, a way to guard yourself from temptation so 
that you don’t plunge after one lustful lure then another.  The authentic 
Christian life offers you hope beyond the downward drag of the flesh.  Let’s 
face it: the Spirit life and the flesh life are always in opposition to one 
another.  
pp.66-67 
 
 
 
(The Best of A. W. Tozer: Book 2 compiled by Warren W. Wiersbe)  Camp 

Hill, PA: Wing Spread Publishers. Copyright– Zur Ltd., 1980, 2000. 
 
Whoever would be filled and indwelt by the Spirit should first judge his life 
for any hidden iniquities; he should courageously expel from his heart 
everything which is out of accord with the character of God as revealed by the 
Holy Scriptures. 
p. 67 
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(A Year With Jesus: Daily Readings and Meditations by Eugene H. Peterson)  
San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins. Copyright– Eugene H. Peterson, 
2006. 

 
God and Father, I find your love in and around me; I realize your salvation 
working deeply through my existence.  Centered in you and surrounded by 
you, make every word I speak a prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
p. 178 
 
 
What glorious verses are the focus for this particular study—verses 9 & 10. 
 
 
I find myself singing the words of the song made famous by Selah: 
 

You Raise Me Up 
 

When I am down and, oh my soul, so weary 
When troubles come and my heart burdened be 
Then, I am still and wait here in the silence 
Until you come and sit awhile with me. 
 
There is no life—no life without its hunger 
Each restless heart beats so imperfectly 
But when you come and I am filled with wonder 
Sometimes, I think I glimpse eternity. 
 
Chorus 
You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains 
You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas 
I am strong, when I am on your shoulders 
You raise me up . . . to more than I can be. 
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v.11  in whom also you were circumcised, a circumcision made without hands, 
in the putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ;  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 11: 
 

In him you also were circumcised—not, however, with a circumcision 
performed by human hands, but by the removal of the fleshly body, 
that is, through the circumcision done by Christ.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 11: 
 

Entering into this fullness is not something you figure out or achieve.  
It’s not a matter of being circumcised or keeping a long list of laws.  
No, you’re already in—insiders—not through some secretive initiation 
rite but rather through what Christ has already gone through for you, 
destroying the power of sin.   

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this next section: 
 
Legalism is wrong: reality is in Christ (2:11-17). 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 
Paul turned from the theological errors of the false teachers to their practical 
errors—from “Gnosticism” to legalism.  The Gentile Christians in Colosse had 
no need to conform to Jewish rules and regulations, such as circumcision.  
For in Christ they had been circumcised.  This spiritual “circumcision” was 
done by Christ, not by man.  It was in fact a crucifixion or putting off of the 
body, a circumcision of the heart . . . Their sinful nature (lit., “the body of the 
flesh”; cf., lit., “the mind of the flesh,” . . .) was decisively put off by Christ’s 
death and resurrection.  What people were in Adam—sinful, fallen, and 
corrupt—was destroyed by Christ.  Now “in Christ” a believer is a new 
creation . . . And having a new Head a believer has a new authority for his 
life—not the Law of Moses but the life of Christ. 
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Deuteronomy 10:16 (NIV) 
 

Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any 
longer. 

 
 
Deuteronomy 30:6 (NIV) 
 

The Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your 
descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all 
your soul, and live. 

 
 
Jeremiah 9:25-26 (NIV) 
 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will punish all who 
are circumcised only in the flesh—Egypt, Judah, Edom, Ammon, Moab 
and all who live in the desert in distant places.  For all these nations 
are really uncircumcised, and even the whole house of Israel is 
uncircumcised in heart.”  

 
 
The Jews felt that it was necessary for the Gentiles to be circumcised before 
they could experience the blessings of salvation.  In other words, it was 
necessary on their part to do something to themselves in order to gain 
salvation.   
 
 
Paul points out the fact that the “CIRCUMCISION” he is talking about here 
is “MADE WITHOUT HANDS.”  It is the “CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST.” 
 
 
It is the “CIRCUMCISION” of the HEART. 
 
 
Paul calls our “CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST”: 
 

“THE PUTTING OFF THE BODY OF THE FLESH.” 
 
 
In the Galatian epistle Paul makes the distinction between the FLESH and 
the SPIRIT. 
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Galatians 5:16-17 (KJV) 
 

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of 
the flesh.  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that 
ye cannot do the things that ye would 

 
 
Romans 6:6 (KJV) 
 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

 
 
Romans 2:29 (TLB) 
 

No, a real Jew is anyone whose heart is right with God.  For God is not 
looking for those who cut their bodies in actual body circumcision, but 
he is looking for those with changed hearts and minds.  Whoever has 
that kind of change in his life will get his praise from God, even if not 
from you. 

 
 
Paul is saying that we have not the power to put off our flesh.  We have a 
“CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST.”   
 
 
Paul is certainly one who can speak from personal experience with regard to 
this matter.  He tells us the frustration of trying to defeat the power of the 
flesh in Romans 7.  Ours has been a circumcision in Christ.  If we are 
experiencing victory over the flesh in our lives, it’s because of our dependence 
upon the indwelling Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit who is in control 
of the situation. 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
11  Paul now expands on the idea of Christ’s sufficiency.  Our Lord has done 
three things for us: spiritual circumcision . . . forgiveness of sins . . . and 
victory over evil forces . . . 
p. 828 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
You were already circumcized!  Yes, you were circumcized with a 
circumcision that excels by far the rite that is being recommended so strongly 
by the teachers of error.  You were circumcized with a circumcision made 
without hands, by the putting off of the body of the flesh in the circumcision 
of Christ. 
p. 114 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
Implying that they did not need, as the Judaizers taught, the outward rite of 
circumcision, since they had already the inward spiritual reality of it. 
p. 1321 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
. . . “in connection with whom,” which means that Paul now specifies what is 
included in our being made full, so entirely full that these Judaizers could not 
only not possibly point out some remaining emptiness or lack, but also that 
they are left far behind with all their schemes of adding to our alleged need; 
they are like beggars who with their philosophy about “weak and beggarly 
elementary things” . . . would enrich those who are infinitely rich and are 
filled with what they have in the God-man himself. 
p. 103 
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Lenski says: 
 
. . . the flesh has been completely removed from its throne of ruling the body 
and its members, of making them serve the lusts of the flesh at the behest of 
the flesh; the spirit now occupies the throne, the body and its members obey 
the spirit, the flesh lurks about, seeks again to usurp the throne, invades our 
members, but succeeds only in making them sin here and there. 
pp. 104-105 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
The Apostle now turns to their practical errors; ‘You do not need the 
circumcision of the flesh; for you have received the circumcision of the heart.  
The distinguishing features of this higher circumcision are threefold.  (1) It is 
not external but inward, not made with hands but wrought by the Spirit.  (2) 
It divests not of a part only of the flesh, but of the whole body of carnal 
affections.  (3) It is the circumcision not of Moses or of the patriarchs, but of 
Christ.’ 
p. 183 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Having stated the truth that Christians are complete in Christ in 2:10, 
Paul gives three aspects of that completeness in 2:11-15.  In Christ we have 
complete salvation, complete forgiveness, and complete victory. 
p. 106 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 The New Testament also emphasizes circumcising the heart.  Stephen 
accused the Sanhedrin of being “men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised 
in heart” . . . Paul defined true circumcision in Romans 2:29: “He is a Jew 
who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart.” 
p. 107 
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MacArthur says: 
 
Circumcision symbolized man’s need for cleansing of the heart . . . and was 
the outward sign of that cleansing of sin that comes by faith in God . . . At 
salvation, believers undergo a spiritual “circumcision” “by putting off the 
body of the sins of the flesh” . . . This is the New Birth, the new creation in 
conversion.  The outward affirmation of the already accomplished inner 
transformation is now the believer’s baptism by water . . . 
p. 1738 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
Paul is telling them to get rid of that which is outward.  The real circumcision 
is the New Birth.  He explained this to the Galatians: “For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new 
creature” (Gal. 6:15).  You and I become new creatures when we come to 
Christ and trust Him as our Savior.  We rest in Him; we are identified with 
Him. 
p. 350 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
It is so important for us to see that we are joined to a living Savior. 
 It is so important to keep in mind that no outward ceremony brings us 
to Christ.  The issue is whether or not we are born again, whether we really 
know Christ as Savior.  If we do know Him, we are identified with Him.  
Identification with Christ is “putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by 
the circumcision of Christ,” which is a spiritual circumcision. 
 When you put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit 
baptizes you into the body of Christ.  It is by this baptism that we are 
identified with Christ, and we are also “risen with him”—joined to the living 
Christ. 
p. 350 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
 2:11  Whereas all Jewish males were required to receive physical 
circumcision, the circumcision that is from Christ is without hands . . . 
Rather than the mere removal of flesh, Christian circumcision is the spiritual 
removal of sin from the heart, taking part in the New Covenant of Jesus 
Christ. 
p. 1565 
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v.12  having been buried with Him in the baptism, in which you were also 
raised with Him through your faith in the working of God, who raised 
Him from the dead.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 12: 
 

Having been buried with him in baptism, you also have been raised 
with him through your faith in the power of God who raised him from 
the dead.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 12: 
 

If it’s an initiation ritual you’re after, you’ve already been through it by 
submitting to baptism.  Going under the water was a burial of your old 
life; coming up out of it was a resurrection, God raising you from the 
dead as he did Christ.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says, referring back to the words “putting 
off,” in verse 11: 
 
 The words putting off are from the noun apekdysei (“total breaking 
away from”), which occurs only here in the New Testament.  This putting off 
of the old life occurs at the moment of salvation, when a believer is buried 
with Christ in baptism by the Spirit . . . and is raised with Him to new life.  
This co-burial and co-resurrection is pictured in baptism.  In water baptism, 
immersion portrays burial with Christ, and coming out of the water depicts 
the resurrection by the power of God to “live a new life” . . . 
 
 
Romans 6:4-5 (TLB) 
 

Your old sin-loving nature was buried with him by baptism when he 
died, and when God the Father, with glorious power, brought him back 
to life again, you were given his wonderful new life to enjoy.  For you 
have become a part of him, and so you died with him, so to speak, 
when he died; and now you share his new life, and shall rise as he did. 
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Galatians 2:20 (DAV) 
 

With Christ I have been crucified and I no longer am living but Christ 
is living in me and that life which now I am living in the flesh I am 
living by faith, which faith is in the Son of God who loved me and gave 
himself on my behalf. 

 
 
1 Corinthians 12:13 (NASB) 
 

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit. 

 
 
The “BAPTISM” Paul is talking about here is the baptizing work of the Holy 
Spirit when He places us in the body of Christ. 
 
 
Paul here makes our identification with Christ: 
 

in HIS DEATH as OUR DEATH TO SIN and  
 
HIS RESURRECTION as our RESURRECTION TO NEW LIFE IN 
CHRIST. 

 
 
It is all the Father’s doings from the beginning to the end. 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
Baptism, then, is not a magic rite, but an act of obedience in which we confess 
our faith and symbolize the essence of our spiritual experience.  Faith is the 
instrumental cause of that experience, and, apart from real faith, baptism is 
an empty, meaningless ceremony. 
p. 829 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 As a further description of the circumcision which the Colossians had 
already received the apostle continues: having been buried with him in your 
baptism in which you were also raised with him.  Meaning: 
 (1) Christ suffered, died, was buried to your stead and for your benefit.  
He bore the guilt and punishment of the law for you.  He took upon himself 
the curse that rested upon you . . .  When by sovereign grace you embraced 
Christ as your Savior and Lord, you received the assurance that your former 
guilt-laden, damnable selves had been buried with him, and that your state 
with reference to God’s holy law had changed from that of objects of 
condemnation to that of recipients of justification . . . Accordingly, not only 
were you buried with him but you were also raised with him. 
p. 115 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
 2:12, 13 buried . . . in baptism: Baptism is the symbol of the believer’s 
association with Christ’s death on the Cross.  Water baptism itself does not 
bring forgiveness of sins, but Paul uses the rite to help explain the work of 
the Spirit.  The early church would never have understood the idea of an 
unbaptized Christian.  Baptism and faith were considered to be the outward 
and inward realities of being a Christian . . . Some have highlighted Paul’s 
close association of baptism and circumcision in this passage as an indication 
that water baptism is a sign of the New Covenant, just as circumcision was a 
sign of the Abrahamic covenant. 
p. 1565 
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v.13  And you being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He made alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses,  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 13: 
 

And even though you were dead in your transgressions and in the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, he nevertheless made you alive with him, 
having forgiven all your transgressions.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 13: 
 

When you were stuck in your old sin-dead life, you were incapable of 
responding to God.  God brought you alive—right along with Christ!  
Think of it!  All sins forgiven, 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Before a person is liberated to this new life in Christ, he is dead in his sins 
and in his sinful nature . . . Death means separation, not annihilation.  Even 
the unsaved still bear the image of God . . . but they are separated from God. 
Cut off from spiritual life, they still have human life.  But now God made you 
alive with Christ . . . The same “power” . . . that raised Christ from the dead . 
. . resurrects believing sinners to spiritual life . . . 
 This new life came when God forgave us all our sins . . . 
 
 
Just look at what He’s already done! 
 
 
Paul now kind of summarizes the glorious facts of the Gospel, to fortify these 
Colossian Christians who are facing the onslaughts of the evil one through 
false teaching. 
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Ephesians 2:1 (NASB) 
 

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  
 
 
We were “DEAD” SPIRITUALLY when we were born into this world.  
Therefore it is necessary for us to experience the NEW BIRTH in order that 
we might be made “ALIVE” SPIRITUALLY. 
 
 
There are TWO WONDERFUL TRUTHS that stand out in this verse: 
 

1. “HE MADE [US] ALIVE TOGETHER WITH HIM” and 
 
2. “[HE HAS] FORGIVEN US ALL OUR TRESPASSES.” 

 
 
He accepts us just like we are: 
 

DEFILED, 
 
DIRTY, and  
 
DEAD IN SIN. 

 
 
He: 
 

gives us LIGHT, 
 

FORGIVES our sins, and 
 

FILLS us full. 
 
 
What a gracious God we have! 
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The QUESTION that comes to us today is: 
 

Do you have God’s life in you? 
 
 
 
The ANSWER to this must be: 
 

It only comes through a relationship to Jesus Christ. 
 
 
1 John 5:11-12 (NASB) 
 

And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life 
is in His Son.  He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have 
the Son of God does not have the life. 

 
 
“HAVING FORGIVEN US ALL OUR TRESPASSES.” 
 
 
His forgiveness is TOTAL and COMPLETE. 
 
 
It is very possible that the Apostle Paul had in mind at this particular point, 
PHILEMON and ONESIMUS.  Because he had just penned the letter of 
recommendation to Philemon to take favorable action toward Onesimus (his 
runaway slave) because now Onesimus was a child of God. 
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I want us to take just a moment and look at the word “ALL”: 
 

“HAVING FORGIVEN US ALL OUR TRESPASSES.” 
 
 
Back in verse 9 it was: 
 

“ALL the fullness of the divine nature.” 
 
 
Back in verse 10 it was: 
 

“the head of EVERY ruler and authority.” 
 
 
Now, here in verse 13, what a fabulous declaration: 
 

“FORGIVEN US ALL OUR TRESPASSES.” 
 
 
Isaiah 43:25 (NIV) 
 

“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, 
and remembers your sins no more.  

 
 
Psalm 103:12 (NIV) 
 

as far as the east is from the west,  
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  

 
 
Micah 7:18-19 (NIV) 
 

Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression 
of the remnant of his inheritance?  You do not stay angry forever but 
delight to show mercy.  You will again have compassion on us; you will 
tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of 
the sea.  
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 The NIV translation “dead in your sins and . . . and in the 
uncircumcision of your sinful nature” suggests that “sins” and 
“uncircumcision” are the sphere in which death was manifested.  It is 
perhaps better to follow ASV and read the text to mean dead by reason of 
trespasses and an uncircumcised (unregenerate or pagan) nature . . .  
p. 829 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
 How did this happen?  The answer is simple: He forgave us all our 
trespasses [sins].  If our sinful nature caused us to be dead, then that sinful 
nature had to be dealt with before God could make us alive.  The word 
“forgave” is in the past tense, referring to Christ’s work on the cross.  God’s 
forgiveness opens the way for believers to experience new life in Christ. 
p. 193 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
PAID IN FULL 
We can enjoy our new life in Christ because we have joined him in his death 
and resurrection.  Our evil desires, our bondage to sin, and our love of sin 
died with him.  Now, joining him in his resurrection life, we may have 
unbroken fellowship with God and freedom from sin.  When you feel weighed 
down by a load of sin, remember that your debt for sin has been paid in full; 
your sins are swept away and forgotten by God; and you are clean and new. 
p. 193 
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Bruce says: 
 
Yes, the apostle insists, this is what has happened to you.  You were 
spiritually and morally dead in your earlier pagan days.  But now you have 
been brought to life again—brought to life in Christ, who was himself dead 
and came to life again.  Your new life, indeed, is a sharing in the new life 
which Christ received when God raised him from the dead.  And in giving you 
this new life with Christ, God has broken you clean away from your past.  He 
has freely forgiven all your sins—and not yours only, but ours too. 
p. 108 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
At first sight it might seem as if this were merely a repetition of the previous 
verse.  But the very strong emphasis on the words and you shows that Paul is 
now applying his general statement to believers more specifically to the 
Colossians.  What is here brought into prominence is their former condition 
as Gentiles, from which they have been delivered.  Formerly they were 
spiritually dead.  This deadness was reflected both in their actual trespasses 
and in the sinful nature from which those transgressions sprang. 
p. 68 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
He speaks in one clause of a distinctive feature of their past spiritual state—
“dead in the uncircumcision of your flesh.”  That was peculiar to them, but 
death in sin was common both to him and to them, and they were now both 
partakers of the “common salvation.”  They both had enjoyed forgiveness, and 
so he says—“having forgiven us our trespasses.” 
p. 161 
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Gaebelein says: 
 
 The truth unfolded in the Ephesian epistle . . . is also mentioned here 
by the Apostle.  “And you being dead in offences and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh hath He quickened together with Him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses.”  Blessed truth again!  What follows has a meaning for both 
Jewish and Gentile believers. 
p. 69 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
IN 2:13-15 PAUL balances the triad of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection 
by specifying three things God has accomplished in Christ.  These 
achievements are expressed by the finite verbs in each statement: 
 

• Dead in your sins, God made you alive with [in] Christ (2:13). 
• The written code that was against us, be “canceled” it (2:14). 
• Having stripped (NIV, “disarmed”) the powers and authorities, be made 

a public spectacle of them (2:15). 
p. 149 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 But surely not only for Philemon were these words intended but for the 
entire Colossian congregation, and in fact—as Paul reminds us so beautifully 
by saying “having forgiven us all our trespasses”—for each and every believer 
both then and now. 
p. 119 
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Henry says: 
 
 The privileges we Christians have above the Jews. 
 I.  Christ’s death is our life: And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, v. 13.  A 
state of sin is a state of spiritual death.  Those who are in sin are dead in sin.  
As the death of the body is the corruption of it, so sin is the corruption of the 
soul.  As a man who is dead is unable to help himself by any power of his 
own, so an habitual sinner is morally impotent.  This is our state.  Now 
through Christ we, who were dead in sins, are quickened.  Quickened 
together with him.  Christ’s death was the death of our sins; Christ’s 
resurrection is the quickening of our souls. 
p. 1872 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 Note the repetition of . . . and the “all” the second time they are 
mentioned.  No transgressions of any kind are left in the spiritually 
quickened, which they still need to trouble about and try to remove by 
Judaistic regulations and observances.  It is a farce when the Judaizers claim 
to stand on a higher, cleaner level than the Colossian Christians.  These . . . 
are not mere “lapses,” the word does not have a mild force; this word is never 
used in a mild sense in the New Testament.  These are “transgressions” that 
have killed spiritually; no worse effect could be caused, and in Eph. 2:1 Paul 
adds “sin.”  The dative is casual: “dead due to the transgressions.”  God’s 
forgiveness destroys this cause and thus works spiritual life. 
p. 111 
 
 
 
Lovett says: 
 
You see you were trapped in your old nature which caused you to sin.  And 
your sins separated you from God.  As far as He was concerned you were 
dead, spiritually dead.  You couldn’t help yourself, that old nature was not 
yet cut off from your soul.  You had no way to make yourself holy.  Your only 
prospect was eternal separation from God—hell.  But in spite of that, God has 
completely forgiven your sins and made you alive in Christ.  
p. 181 
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Melick says: 
 
The starting point for discussion is salvation.  Paul stated that God made the 
Colossians alive while they were unbelievers.  He did this in Christ.  Clearly, 
salvation is God’s action on behalf of sinners while they are still sinners.  God 
saved them while they were spiritually uncircumcised.  Paul used the terms 
“dead” and “uncircumcised” to describe their former condition.  Like Eph. 2:1-
10, the terms appropriately relate to the discussion at hand.  Death calls for a 
resurrection, which believers have in Christ.  Uncircumcision calls for 
circumcision, which believers also have in Christ.  In these equations, “dead” 
and “uncircumcision” form a semantic field so that they refer to the same 
condition.  They both confirm the fact that believers’ circumcision occurs at 
salvation and reaffirm that the “unhandmade circumcision” corresponds to 
being made alive. 
p. 262 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
 Ver. 13.  And you, you Colossians; let me speak without reserve of your 
awful original need of mercy; you, dead that you were in respect of 
. . . your trespasses, and the uncircumcision of your flesh, totally devoid of 
spiritual life, in any sense which could mean a power within you for revival 
and renewal; helpless and alienated, with an alienation evidenced by actual 
transgressions, and generally (is it not true?) by a life defiled by the dominion 
of “the flesh,” the power of self upon the throne; you, thus circumstanced, cold 
and helpless in a spiritual grave, He raised you together to life with Him, 
with Christ, (in the Resurrection of Christ, appropriated and as it were 
assimilated by you in faith,) forgiving us all those . . . traspasses of ours, 
those iron bars between us and our life and peace; 
pp. 154-55 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
 13.  With the words of this verse the standpoint changes.  No longer is 
the Christian viewed as having been united with Christ in his death, burial 
and resurrection; rather, he is seen from the position of having been truly 
dead in trespasses and sins in those earlier days of his paganism, but now 
made alive by God in Christ. 
p. 121 
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Phillips says: 
 
 The Cross has thus become God’s instrument for dealing effectively 
with all that we are by natural birth.  We who were dead spiritually by 
reason of our sins are now alive!  We have been “quickened” (made alive) 
together with Him. 
p. 126 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
Yes, the apostle insists, this is what has happened to you.  You were really 
dead in those earlier days of your paganism.  But now you have come to life 
again—come to life in Christ, who was Himself dead and came alive again.  
Your new life, indeed, is a sharing in the new life which Christ received when 
He rose from the dead. 
p. 237 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 1.  First, then, consider WHAT THEY WERE.  Beloved, they were all by 
nature children of wrath, even as others.  There is no distinction in the 
condition of natural men before the law.  We all fell in Adam.  We are all gone 
out of the way, and have all become unprofitable.  Any difference which now 
exists has been made by divine grace; but by nature we are all in the same 
condemnation, and all tainted by the same depravity. 
p. 607 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 These favoured people were dead through the action of their sin.  Sin 
stupefies and kills.  Where it reigns, the man is utterly insensible to spiritual 
truth, feeling, and action; he is dead to everything that is holy in the sight of 
God.  He may have keen moral perceptions, but he has no spiritual feelings.  
Men differ widely as to their moral qualities; all men are not alike bad, 
especially when measured in reference to their fellow-men; some may even be 
excellent and praiseworthy, viewed from that standpoint.  But to spiritual 
things all men are alike dead. 
p. 607 
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Spurgeon says: 
 
But as many as are trusting in Christ, and so are living in union with Him, 
are forgiven.  A person who has been condemned by the law, and then has 
received a free pardon, walks out of the prison, and goes where he pleases.  
There is a policeman.  Does he fear him?  No, he has a free pardon, and the 
policeman cannot touch him.  But there are a great many persons who know 
him, and know him to be guilty.  That does not matter; he has a free pardon, 
and nobody can touch him.  He cannot be tried again, however guilty he may 
have been; the free pardon was wiped the past right out.  Now, to-day, child 
of God, thou beginnest anew; thou art clean, for He has washed thee, and has 
done the work right well.  We have washed our robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb, therefore shall we be before the throne of God, and 
praise Him.  What could we do less than praise Him day and night? 
p. 612 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 Life is possible only in union with Christ.  “In him we live, and move, 
and have our being” . . . Sin breaks the union with Christ and banishes men 
to the realm of death where they are utterly powerless to reform or restore 
the lost relationship.  Dead men cannot atone for their sins, cannot make 
amends, cannot lift themselves back to God.  Every time man yields to 
temptation he is giving the forces of death the right of way in his life. 
 Only Christ can liberate us from the power of death and lift us back 
into life.  This he does by forgiving our sins.  He invites all men to receive 
forgiveness at his hand. 
p. 113 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
. . . which was directly opposed to us, and He removed it out of the midst with 
the result that it is no longer there, having nailed it to the Cross; having 
stripped off and away from himself the principalities and authorities, He 
boldly made an example of them, leading them in a triumphal procession in 
it. 
p. 36 
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(365 Days of Hope: Encouragement for Those Facing Loss, Pain, and 
Disappointment by Joni Eareckson Tada and Dave & Jan Dravecky)  
Federal Way, WA: World Vision. Copyright– Joni Eareckson Tada, 
Dave Dravecky, and Jan Dravecky, 2005. 

 
“I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies,  
it remains only a single seed.  But if it dies, it produces many seeds.” 
—John 12:24 
 
My art studio is a mess of half-chewed pastel pencils, old tubes of paint, and 
piles of illustrations overflowing my file drawers.  Recently while cleaning up, 
I discovered some broken glass on the counter by the window.  I also 
discovered that when sunlight struck the shattered glass, brilliant, colorful 
rays scattered everywhere. 
 
What’s true of shattered glass is true of a broken life.  Shattered dreams.  A 
heart full of fissures.  Splintered hopes.  A life in pieces.  But given time and 
prayer, such a person’s life can shine more brightly than if it had never been 
broken. 
 
Only our great God can reach down into what otherwise would be brokenness 
and produce something beautiful.  Your life may be shattered by sorrow, 
pain, or sin, but God has in mind a kaleidoscope through which his light can 
shine more brilliantly.  When the light of the Lord Jesus falls upon a 
shattered life, hope bursts forth in a thousand brilliant hues. 
 

Joni Eareckson Tada 
(September 23) 
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(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of 
Man by Ruth Paxson) Chicago, IL: Moody. Copyright – Moody Bible 
Institute, 1928. 1978 edition. 

 
 All of my sins put the distance of the world’s circumference from me!  
Out of my sight as well as out of the sight of God! . . . O! the comfort of 
knowing that the sins which God has forgiven I shall never see again! 
 

Micah 7:19, “He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he 
will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into 
the depths of the sea.” 

 
 All my sins cast into the depths of the sea!  Not only out of sight but 
out of reach! . . . O! the comfort of knowing that the sins forgiven by God are 
out of reach, pardoned for time and for eternity! 
 

Isaiah 44:22, “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
and, as a cloud, thy sins.” 

 
Hebrews 8:12, “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and 

their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.” 
 
 All my sins blotted out and forgotten!  Not only out of God’s sight and 
out of God’s reach, but out of God’s memory! . . . O! the comfort of knowing 
that the sins which God has forgiven He has also forgotten! 
p. 180 
 
 
 
(The Treasures of Fanny Crosby by Fanny Crosby)  Uhrichsville, OH: 

Barbour. Copyright– Barbour Publishing, Inc., 2003. 
 

Down in the human heart, 
crushed by the tempter, 

Feelings lie buried that grace can restore; 
Touched by a loving heart, 

wakened by kindness, 
Chords that were broken, 

will vibrate once more. 
p. 9 
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(Life is Like Licking Honey Off a Thorn: Reflections on Living Wisely in this 
World of Pain and Joy by Susan Lenzkes)  Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright– Susan L. Lenzkes, 2002. 

 
IF REGRET OVER THE PAST LEADS US TO PRAYER IN THE PRESENT, THEN THE 
FUTURE WILL BE CHANGED. 

SL 
p. 75 
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v.14  having blotted out (cancelled) the bond that stood against us with its 
legal requirements, which was opposed to us; and He removed it out of 
the midst, having nailed it to the cross.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 14: 
 

He has destroyed what was against us, a certificate of indebtedness 
expressed in decrees opposed to us.  He has taken it away by nailing it 
to the cross.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 14: 
 

the slate wiped clean, that old arrest warrant canceled and nailed to 
Christ’s cross. 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
. . . for He canceled the written code.  Before God’s written Law, His “written 
code,” people stood condemned . . . so it worked against them and opposed 
them.  But in Christ the Law is fulfilled . . . and done away with . . . Legalism 
is wrong because believers are dead to the Law in Christ.  He fulfilled its 
demands in His life and by His death, and Christians are in Him. 
 This written code, the Law, was like a handwritten “certificate of debt” 
(NASB).  Since people cannot keep the Law, it is like a bill of indebtedness.  So 
people, unable to pay the debt, are criminals.  But Jesus took . . . away this 
criminal charge, this certificate of indebtedness, by His death.  It is as if He 
were nailing it to the cross with Him, showing He paid the debt.  He wiped 
the slate clean.  As Krishna Ral put it: “Jesus for thee a body takes, thy guilt 
assumes, thy fetter breaks, discharging all thy dreadful debt; and canst thou 
then such love forget?” 
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When Christ was crucified, God “NAILED” the law to His cross. 
 
 
1 Peter 2:24 (TLB) 
 

He personally carried the load of our sins in his own body when he died 
on the cross, so that we can be finished with sin and live a good life 
from now on.  For his wounds have healed ours!  

 
 
The whole significance of the words, “My God, My God, why hast thou 
forsaken me,” upon the cross can be seen in the fact that Christ was being 
made sin for us. 
 
 
The Jews were saying that in order for a person who is not a Jew to become a 
Christian, he not only had to be circumcised but there were also certain parts 
of the law that had to be kept. 
 
 
Paul has already dealt with the matter of circumcision back in verse 11.   
Now he is dealing with the matter of the law. 
 
 

The Print of the Nails 
William Wileman 

 
He nailed my sentence to the tree— 
The law’s decree of death to me: 
And there, when he was crucified, 
The law that claimed the sinner died. 

 
http://www.gospelmagazine.org.uk/april1933.pdf 
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Carson gives us a little background by saying: 
 
. . . all that was accomplished on the cross was the work of God in Christ. . . . 
[The bond] (handwriting) was a statement of debt signed by the debtor in 
token of his acknowledgment of his indebtedness. . . . The law of God not only 
stated our guilt, but cried out for the penalty due to such guilt.  So the bond 
was our enemy. 
 Hence the wonder of the atonement [the death of Christ] is that God 
has wiped away . . . the awful indictment which stood against us. 
pp. 69-70 
 
 
The expression in the Greek is simply an I.O.U. 
 
 
The I.O.U. has been wiped or sponged away.  Paul could have used another 
word which meant “to draw a big X through a cancelled document.”  This 
would have meant that it was cancelled but not obliterated.  The word he 
used meant that it was cancelled out and obliterated.  God accepts us in His 
amazing love as if this I.O.U. or indictment had never existed. 
 
 
He has indeed erased the tapes.  He has lost the program. 
 
 
Isaiah 1:18 (NIV) 
 

“Come now, let us reason together,” says the Lord.  “Though your sins 
are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as 
crimson, they shall be like wool.  

 
 
Romans 8:1 (TLB) 
 

So there is now no condemnation awaiting those who belong to Christ 
Jesus. 
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Ephesians 2:15 (TLB) 
 

By his death he ended the angry resentment between us, caused by the 
Jewish laws which favored the Jews and excluded the Gentiles, for he 
died to annul that whole system of Jewish law.  Then he took the two 
groups that had been opposed to each other and made them parts of 
himself; thus he refused us together to become one new person, and at 
last there was peace. 

 
 

The Debt Was Fully Paid 
 

“He gave me back the bond;  
It was a heavy debt;  
And as he gave, he smiled, and said,  
Thou wilt not me forget. 
 
“He gave me back the bond;  
The seal was torn away, 
“And as he gave, he smiled, and said,  
Think thou of me alway. 
 
“That bond I still will keep,  
Although it cancelled be;  
It tells me what I owe to him  
Who paid the debt for me. 
 
“I look on it and smile;  
I look again, and weep;  
This record of his love to me  
For ever I will keep. 
 
“A bond it is no more;  
But it shall ever tell,  
That all I owed was fully paid  
By my Emmanuel.” 

 
http://gracetruthministries.com/somefavoritehymns2.html 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #6 – Colossians 2 9-15.doc 

94 

The sheets were clean and white. 
All that I owed was fully paid. 
Who can forget that sight. 
 
 
“AND HE REMOVED IT OUT OF THE MIDST, HAVING NAILED IT TO 
THE CROSS.” 
 
 
It was the custom when criminals were executed by crucifixion to write a 
COPY OF THE LAW that had been broken and then to nail it above the 
victim’s head.   
 
 
Pilate wrote in THREE LANGUAGES: 
 

“This is Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 
 
 
As God looked down, His holy eyes saw as it were another inscription 
altogether.   
 
 
Nailed there was the handwriting of the ten ordinances that were given at 
Sinai.  It was because this law was broken in every point that Jesus poured 
out His lifeblood. 
 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
 Here the . . . is the Mosaic Law, which being unfulfilled is analogous to 
an unpaid “note of hand.” 
p. 255 
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Barclay says: 
 
It was almost exactly what we call an IOU.  It was a signed admission of debt 
and default.  Men’s sins had piled up a vast list of debts to God.  Further, it 
could be said that men quite definitely acknowledged that debt.  More than 
once the Old Testament shows the children of Israel hearing and accepting 
the laws of God, and calling down curses on themselves, if they failed to keep 
them . . . And in the New Testament we find the picture of the Gentiles as 
having, not the written law and the written revelation of God which the Jews 
had, but the unwritten law in their hearts, and the voice of conscience 
speaking within . . . Men were in debt to God because of their sins, and men 
knew it; they could not do other than admit it.  There was a self-confessed 
indictment against them; there was a charge-list which, as it were, they 
themselves had signed and had admitted was accurate. 
p. 170 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
It was wiped out as if it had never been.  It is as if God, in His amazing 
mercy, banished the record of our sins so completely that it was as if it had 
never been.  It was gone in such a way that not a trace remained. 
p. 171 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
What is canceled is called “the written code,” an expression used of any 
document written by hand.  This can be understood as an official written 
indictment or as a self-acknowledged state of indebtedness (like an IOU); in 
any case, it refers . . . to the Mosaic law.  God has blotted it out so that it no 
longer stands against us. 
p. 829 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 To sum up, the great principle asserted in v.14 is the destruction of the 
law in and by the cross of Christ. 
p. 830 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Paul went on to explain the nature of Christ’s forgiveness.  In forgiving all 
our sins . . . Christ erased the record that stood against us.  This record was 
like a handwritten ledger of our trespasses against the law.  Humanity could 
not pay the debt for these offenses, so God wiped out the record of our sin. 
pp. 193-94 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Christ canceled the written record against us by taking the ledger to the cross 
and nailing it there.  In so doing, our debts were canceled; what stood against 
us can no longer hinder us.  Christ set us free by his sacrificial death on the 
cross.  No regulations or human-made rituals can substitute or be added to 
what Christ has done for us—neither Judaism nor any false teaching can give 
the salvation that Christ gave.  Jesus’ death took care of believers’ 
indebtedness to God. 
p. 194 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
The sins which have now been forgiven represented, so to speak, a mountain 
of bankruptcy which those who had incurred it were bound to acknowledge 
but could never have any hope of discharging.  They had violated the 
ordinances of the law, and nothing that they might do could afford redress.  
But Christ wiped the slate clean and gave them a fresh start.  He took that 
signed acknowledgment of indebtedness which stood as a perpetual witness 
against them and cancelled it by his death. 
p. 109 
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Calvin says: 
 
 Took it out of the way, fastening it to his cross.  He shews the manner 
in which Christ has effaced the hand-writing; for as he fastened to the cross 
our curse, our sins, and also the punishment that was due to us, so he has 
also fastened to it that bondage of the law, and everything that tends to bind 
consciences.  For, on his being fastened to the cross, he took all things to 
himself, and even bound them upon him, that they might have no more 
power over us. 
p. 190 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
. . . Paul’s normal mode of thinking for him to speak of the cross in terms of 
the activity of God.  Thus if we take . . . in verse 15 as meaning ‘in Him’, we 
have the thought that all that was accomplished on the cross was the work of 
God in Christ. 
p. 69 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
 This divinely planned work of atonement meant for us a cancellation of 
debt.  A cheirographon (handwriting) was a statement of debt signed by the 
debtor in token of his acknowledgment of his indebtedness.  Thus the law of 
God with its specific ordinances stands as God’s statement of our 
indebtedness; and when once we are awakened by the Spirit, our conscience 
acknowledges that the claims of divine justice are absolutely righteous, and 
that we are hopelessly in debt. 
p. 69 
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Carson says: 
 
 Hence the wonder of the atonement is that God has wiped away, as one 
erases writing from a book, the awful indictment which stood against us.  But 
added to the picture of the erasure of the writing on the bond is that of the 
bond itself being removed.  To speak of removing something ‘out of the midst’ 
is an idiomatic way of describing the removal of an obstacle.  Hence the 
cancelling of the bond meant the removal of that which hindered fellowship 
with God.  The perfect tense of the verb then brings out more fully the 
thought that what was done on the cross has a present abiding significance.  
The cancellation of the bond was effected by Christ’s death.  Thus it is 
pictured as being nailed once and for all (the aorist tense stands in contrast 
to the preceding perfect) to the cross.  Hence the cross which meant the death 
of Christ meant also the death of the law which ceased to have its power over 
the people of God.  Because Christ not only perfectly fulfilled the law, but also 
stood in the sinner’s place and accepted in His own Person the penalty due to 
the one who breaks the law, the very bond itself has been cancelled. 
p. 70 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
The apostle proceeds to describe the process through which sin was 
forgiven—or that work which God had done, the result of which had been to 
them life and forgiveness. 
p. 162 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
This verse is so curt and compact, that its analysis is not without difficulty.  
It is to be borne in mind that “God” is still the subject . . . 
p. 162 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
In these places it describes the forgiveness of sins, where sin as a debt is 
supposed to be wiped out. 
p. 162 
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Eadie says: 
 
Therefore, we are inclined with Meyer, De Wette, Davenant, Neander, 
Böhmer, Huther, and others, to understand the reference of the apostle to the 
entire Mosaic law.  That law presents a condemnation of the whole human 
race—“that all the world may become guilty before God.”  Davenant says—“I 
accordingly explain the handwriting in ordinances to mean the force of the 
moral law binding to perfect obedience, and condemning for any defect in it, 
laden with the ceremonial rites as skirts and appendages.”  But lest this 
opinion should imply that the moral law was abolished, he adds—“the law as 
to the power of binding and condemning is abrogated, and its rites and 
ceremonies are at the same time abolished.”  But whatever the handwriting, 
with its ordinances, is, it undergoes only one process—it is blotted out. 
p. 168 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
. . . “And He has taken it out of the way.”  The use of the perfect tense adds 
emphasis to the verb—he took it out of the way, and still it remains out of the 
way. 
p. 170 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
The idea of the apostle is, that when Christ was nailed to the cross, the 
condemning power of the law was nailed along with Him, and died with 
Him—“Now we are delivered from the law, that being dead in which we were 
held.” . . . In other words, God exempts sinners from the sentence which they 
merit, through the sufferings and death of Jesus. 
p. 171 
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Fergusson says: 
 
 The apostle illustrates the benefit of pardon, and bringeth an 
argument against the ceremonial law in general, by showing God had not 
only forgiven the debt of sin, but Christ also by his death had destroyed their 
obligation to wrath, because of sin, making it altogether useless ever to give 
faith in law against them; which obligation he calleth “the handwriting of 
ordinances, which was contrary to us;” alluding to written obligations among 
men, for sums of money or such like, wherein there is the body of the writ, 
and the debtor’s subscription; answerable to which, there is in this 
“handwriting,” first, the obligation itself, to wit, the covenant of works, and 
condemning power of the law . . . 
p. 351 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
The work of Christ has taken it out of the way; all was nailed to the cross.  
Then the signature was erased and the debt paid.  The ordinances are 
removed. 
p. 69 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
 Paul then uses another vivid metaphor to describe God’s mercy on 
sinners: God nailed the incriminating list of unpaid debts to the cross.  The 
IOU exacted a penalty for nonpayment—death.  The note was not simply torn 
up and thrown away, however.  The full penalty was exacted in Christ’s 
death.  The metaphor of nailing it to the cross may allude to the practice of 
placing the charge against the criminal on his cross . . . The difference is that 
the guilty parties were not nailed to the cross with it, only Christ.  Christ 
stood in our place, taking our sin upon himself and taking away our guilt.  In 
return, we take away his righteousness.  Martin Luther exclaimed: “Thou 
Christ art my sin and my curse, or rather, I am thy sin, thy curse, thy death, 
thy wrath of God, thy hell; and contrariwise, thou art my righteousness, my 
blessing, my life, my grace of God and my heaven.” 
p. 152 
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Hendriksen says: 
 
But, in making us alive . . . not only has God in mercy pardoned our 
transgressions against his holy law, he has even blotted out the law itself 
viewed in its demanding and curse-pronouncing character, that law which, 
because of its many rigid requirements and regulations, condemned us all.  
As a way of salvation and as a curse suspended above our heads God by 
means of his Son’s substitutionary sacrifice abolished it. 
p. 120 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
God annulled the law when his Son satisfied its demand of perfect obedience, 
bore its curse, and fulfilled its shadows, its types and ceremonies.  It was 
nailed to the cross with Jesus.  It died when he died.  And because of the 
substitutionary nature of Christ’s sacrifice believers are no longer under the 
law but under grace . . . 
p. 121 
 
 
 
C. Henry says: 
 
Back Paul comes to the cross, ever central for him.  This time he sees it as a 
doing away with bills of accusation that might be written against believers.  
Christ has blotted out the handwriting.  He has nailed it to the cross at 
Calvary.  Thus Paul brings out the point that we have nothing to fear.  Christ 
has triumphed over all opposition. 
pp. 326-27 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
Whatever was in force against us is taken out of the way.  He has obtained 
for us a legal discharge from the hand-writing of ordinances, which was 
against us (v. 14). 
p. 1872 
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Henry says: 
 
This was a hand-writing which was against us, and contrary to us.  When he 
was nailed to the cross, the curse was as it were nailed to the cross.  It must 
be understood of the ceremonial law, the hand-writing of ordinances.  The 
Lord Jesus took it out of the way, nailed it to his cross; disannulled the 
obligation of it.  When the substance came, the shadows fled away. 
p. 1872 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
J. B. Phillips’s translation catches the idea: 
 

He has forgiven you all your sins: Christ has utterly wiped out the 
damning evidence of broken laws and commandments which always 
hung over our heads, and has completely annulled it by nailing it over 
his own head on the cross. 

p. 78 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
But as God looked upon that cross His holy eye saw, as it were, another 
inscription together.  Nailed upon the rood above the head of His blessed Son 
was the handwriting of ten ordinances given at Sinai.  It was because this 
law had been broken in every point that Jesus poured out His blood, thus 
giving His life to redeem us from the curse of the law.  And so all of our sins 
have been settled for.  There the law, which we had so dishonored, has been 
magnified to the full in the satisfaction which He made to the divine justice.  
Thus Christ has become the end of the law to every one that believeth. 
p. 89 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
. . . “Having wiped out”; coincident in time with “having forgiven you” . . . 
hereby having cancelled the law’s indictment against you.  The law (including 
especially the moral law, wherein lay the chief difficulty in obeying) is 
abrogated to the believer, as far as it was a compulsory, accusing code, and as 
far as “righteousness” (justification) and “life” were sought for by it.  It can 
only produce outward works, not inward obedience of the will, which in the 
believer flows from the Holy Spirit in Him . ..  
p. 1321 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
The verb . . . means to wash out, then to obliterate.  “The handwriting against 
us” is the law obligating us and proving our debt, witnessing against us . . . 
p. 47 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 
 A bond was cancelled in two ways after the debt or obligation had been 
discharged.  It was cancelled either by blotting out the handwriting or else by 
striking a nail through it to indicate that its force was broken.  This was the 
same as tearing it up thus destroying both its form and its force.  There is 
some historical warrant for believing that this referred to a custom of that 
day in which a cancelled bond with its blotted out handwriting was taken by 
the creditor and nailed over the door of the one who formerly owed it that all 
might see it was discharged.  Besides this, it was customary to bury with an 
executed criminal all the documents relating to his crime that nothing should 
remain to condemn him or perpetuate the charge against him.  Thus death 
cancelled all.  It blotted out all obligations.  And whatever could be charged 
against him was not only blotted out but was symbolically, and in effect, 
nailed to the cross of Christ that all who saw Calvary might see the cancelled 
debt. 
pp. 94-95 
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Lenski says: 
 
This participle is antecedent: “after having blotted out the to us hostile 
handwriting in decrees,” etc.  On the strength of this act God forgives the 
penitent believer. 
p. 114 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 The climax lies in the arresting, concentrated statement: “nailing it 
(aorist, one act) to the cross.”  Christ was so nailed to the cross, and in him 
the law was nailed to it; Christ, when he was nailed up, died; so did the law.  
Christ rose again, but not the law; Christ rose because his death killed the 
law forever.  If the law had not died in the blood of the cross, Christ could not 
have arisen.  Since the law is dead and gone, spiritual quickening and 
resurrection are now ours. 
pp. 116-117 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
The . . . therefore, though referring primarily to the Mosaic ordinances, will 
include all forms of positive decrees in which moral or social principles are 
embodied or religious duties defined; and the ‘bond’ is the moral assent of the 
conscience, which (as it were) signs and seals the obligation. 
p. 187 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
‘The abrogation was even more emphatic.  Not only was the writing erased, 
but the document itself was torn up and cast aside.’  By . . . is meant that the 
law of ordinances was nailed to the cross, rent with Christ’s body, and 
destroyed with His death . . .  
p. 189 
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Lovett says: 
 
As sinners we broke God’s Law.  A death warrant was issued listing the 
charges proved against us, charges of which we were guilty.  But God took 
that warrant and nailing it to the cross, legally cancelled it. 
p. 182 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
All peoples (including Gentiles . . .) owe God a debt because they have 
violated His law.  The certificate was hostile to us, that is, it was enough to 
condemn us to judgment and hell, because “cursed is everyone who does not 
abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform them” . . . 
Exaleiphō (canceled out) means “to wipe off,” like erasing a blackboard.  
Ancient documents were commonly written either on papyrus, a paper-like 
material made from the bulrush plant, or vellum, which was made from an 
animal’s hide.  The ink used then had no acid in it and did not soak into the 
writing material.  Since the ink remained on the surface, it could be wiped off 
if the scribe wanted to reuse the material.  Paul says here that God has wiped 
off our certificate of debt, having nailed it to the cross.  Not a trace of it 
remains to be held against us.  Our forgiveness is complete. 
p. 112 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
The Greek word translated “handwriting” referred to the handwritten 
certificate of debt by which a debtor acknowledged his indebtedness.  All 
people . . . owe God an unpayable debt for violating His Law . . . and are thus 
under sentence of death . . . Paul graphically compares God’s forgiveness of 
believers’ sins to wiping ink off a parchment.  Through Christ’s sacrificial 
death on the Cross, God has totally erased our certificate of indebtedness and 
made our forgiveness complete. 
p. 1739 
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MacArthur says: 
 
nailed it to the cross.  This is another metaphor for forgiveness.  The list of 
the crimes of a crucified criminal was nailed to the cross with that criminal to 
declare the violations he was being punished for (as in the case of Jesus . . .).  
Believers’ sins were all put to Christ’s account, nailed to His cross as He paid 
the penalty in their place for them all, thus satisfying the just wrath of God 
against crimes requiring punishment in full. 
p. 1739 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
 But when God looked upon that cross, He saw an altar on which the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world was offered.  God saw 
another inscription there high above the inscription that man had written.  
“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.”  What did 
God write on that cross?  He wrote the ordinances—He wrote the Ten 
Commandments.  He wrote a law which I cannot keep, ordinances of which I 
am guilty of breaking.  When Christ died there, He did not die because He 
broken them; He was sinless.  But it was because I broke them, because I am 
a sinner, and because you are.  “For all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 
p. 351 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
 Two metaphors express the heart of what Christ did for believers: the 
handwriting of ordinances being removed (“the written code”) and nailing the 
accusations to the cross (“nailing it to the cross”).  The first is the more 
complicated to interpret.  Literally, the handwriting is a certificate of 
indebtedness written in one’s own hand.  Taken this way, this means that 
there is a pronouncement that the personal note which testifies against us is 
canceled. 
p. 263 
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Moule says: 
 
blotting out, cancelling, the bond, the dreadful “note-of-hand” . . . couched in 
the ordinances, the statutes, precepts, of the eternal Law which we had 
broken, and which thus had a fatal claim upon us; the bond which was 
directly . . . against us, inexorably demanding our satisfaction or our death; 
and it, this condemning law, He has taken out of the midst, out of the way, 
between us and a reconciled Father, fastening it with nails to the cross where 
the Lord died for us, the Just for the unjust, our Sin-bearer, stricken for our 
sins, that He might put their guilt away. 
p. 155 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
 It is a wonderful picture.  Behold the Cross of the Atonement, dyed 
with the blood of the Lord.  Against it hangs, rent by the affixing nails, a 
document.  Approach and read; it is no less a thing than the Law of God!  You 
wonder.  Is it possible?  Is it rightful?  Is it not horrible?  No; for that Law is 
there not in its character as the expression of the divine Will but as the 
covenant broken by the sinner, and therefore turned into his mortal foe, his 
sentence of second death.  But the claim is met; the sentence exhausted.  It 
has been done by our Head for us His members; by our “sacred Head once 
wounded” on that Cross.  So now that “bond,” as to its hostility to our peace 
and salvation, is dealt with and put aside.  As such it is cancelled.  The nails 
of the Crucifixion pierce it, to announce that it is cancelled, and to hold it up 
to view as the sinner’s enemy no more. 
pp. 155-56 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
God has not only removed the debt; he has also destroyed the document on 
which it was recorded. 
p. 124 
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Parker says: 
 
 How easy to read these words! how impossible to comprehend this 
ocean of love!  How easy to say “forgiven you all trespasses”!  This was not 
the act of a sovereign, this was the act of a priest: here is no sovereign pomp, 
here is a suffering God.  If God could forgive as a Sovereign, there were no 
need of the Cross.  God needed the Christ as much as we did: he needed the 
Christ in relation to righteousness, holiness, law, the music and harmony of 
his universe; and we needed the Christ, because there are times in the soul’s 
history when we want something to cling to, something to look at, something 
about which we can say, That is the hope of my soul.  Into these mysteries 
there is no door through language: the door opening upon such glories opens 
in the consciousness of the soul, for which there is no adequate speech: we 
leave this mystery, and thus come to understand it in some degree.  As to our 
omitted ordinances, the grace that is in Christ Jesus covers up all the past of 
our neglect; as for the handwriting that was against us, it is cancelled, it is 
removed by blood; as to the whole covenant that we have broken, it is taken 
out of the way, and nailed to the Cross. 
p. 59 
 
 
 
Parker says: 
 
It is supposed that in ancient times the nailing of a bond meant its 
cancellation; a nail was put through it, the meaning that the bond was 
fulfilled, cancelled, or dismissed.  To-day we signify such results by 
perforation in some cases.  The figure is graphic, striking, and memorable: 
there was a written paper against us, we had written it and signed it with 
our own hand; it was ours, and we could not deny it without stultifying 
ourselves: how was it to be got out of the way?  Christ took it, and nailed it to 
his Cross; and he only could do this. 
p. 59 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
. . . The hand-writing of ordinances . . . is a rescript or ordinance concerning 
any thing, a royal or imperial decree . . . 
p. 786 
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Patzia says: 
 
Here Paul begins his elaboration upon the meaning of forgiveness in terms 
that are particularly applicable to the situation.  His main point is that 
forgiveness of sins means victory over alien powers and freedom from 
legalistic practices.  Again, all the action is described in the aorist (past) 
tense: He “forgave” (charisamenos), “canceled” (exaleipsas), “nailed” 
(prosēlōsas), “freed” (apekdysamenos), and he “triumphed” (thriambeusas) 
over these powers and authorities. 
p. 58 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 All of this “handwriting” in the Mosaic Law has been “blotted out” by 
Christ.  His death for us on the Cross renders all of the Old Testament types 
and pictures obsolete.  The shadows of the Cross have been swallowed up by 
the Cross itself. 
 The word for “handwriting” is cheirographon.  It occurs only here.  It 
signifies an autograph, a note of hand, a bond, a promissory note, a promise 
to pay.  At Sinai, God handed to the Hebrew people the Mosaic Covenant, 
what we commonly refer to as “the Law.”  That Law represented heaven’s 
irreducible minimum.  It tells us what God expects of us.  It embodies His 
rules and requirements, His commands and ordinances.  The Hebrews put 
their hand to it.  “All that the Lord hath spoken we will do,” they declared.  It 
was their “handwriting,” so to speak, their unconditional (and totally 
irresponsible) promise to pay.  They defaulted.  The history of the Hebrew 
people throughout the entire Old Testament period was one long failure to 
keep their promise. 
p. 130 
 
 
 
Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
nailed . . . to the cross: Not only were our personal sins forgiven at the Cross, 
but those rules that condemned us have also been removed by the death of 
Christ. 
p. 1565 
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Robertson says: 
 
 As already stated, Paul changes the subject in this long sentence from 
God in verse 13 to Christ in verse 14.  He piles up participles, each rich in 
meaning.  In verse 14 the verb and participles suit Christ better, although 
Lightfoot would introduce Christ as the new subject just before the verb “he 
has taken it out of the way.”  If so, God still goes with the next participial 
clause, “having cancelled the bond against us with its decree which was 
against us.”  It is a note of hand that is unpaid.  Jew and Gentile alike had 
the law of conscience in their hearts (Rom. 2:15) which no one could keep.  
Still heavier was the debt of the Mosaic law upon the Jew.  It was like one’s 
own autograph signed to a note that he could not pay. 
p. 84 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
And he hath taken it out of the way . . . Perfect active indicative of airō, old 
and common verb, to lift up, to bear, to take away.  The word used by the 
Baptist of Jesus as “the Lamb of God that bears away . . . the sin of the 
world” . . . The perfect tense emphasizes the permanence of the removal of 
the bond which has been paid and cancelled and cannot be presented again. 
p. 494 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
“When Christ was crucified, God nailed the Law to His cross” (Peake).  Hence 
the “bond” is cancelled for us. 
p. 495 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #6 – Colossians 2 9-15.doc 

111 

Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
He has freely forgiven your sins.  Those sins represented, so to speak, a 
mountain of bankruptcy which you were bound to acknowledge but could 
never have any hope of discharging.  You had violated the ordinances of the 
law, and nothing that you might do could afford redress.  But Christ has 
wiped the slate clean and given you a fresh start.  He took that signed 
confession of indebtedness which stood as a perpetual witness against you, 
and cancelled it in His death; you might actually say that He took the 
document, ordinances and all, and nailed it to His cross as an act of 
triumphant defiance in the face of those blackmailing powers who were 
holding it over you as a threat. 
p. 238 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
But at last the battle-cry is heard.  He who is fighting for His people begins to 
shout, but it is a shout which makes the church tremble.  He cries, “I thirst.”  
The battle is so hot upon Him, and the dust so think that He is choked with 
thirst.  He cries, “I thirst.”  Surely, now, He is about to be defeated?  Wait 
awhile; see ye yon heaps; all these have fallen beneath His arm, and as for 
the rest fear not the issue.  The enemy is but rushing to His own destruction.  
In vain His fury and His rage, for see the last rank is charging, the battle of 
ages is almost over.  At last the darkness is dispersed.  Hark how the 
conqueror cries, “It is finished.”  And where are now His enemies?  They are 
all dead.  There lies the king of terrors, pierced through with one of his own 
darts!  There lies Satan with his head all bleeding, broken!  Yonder crawls 
the broken-backed serpent, writhing in ghastly misery!  As for sin, it is cut in 
pieces, and scattered to the winds of heaven!  “It is finished,” cries the 
conqueror, as He came with dyed garments from Bozrah, “I have trodden the 
wine-press alone, I have trampled them in My fury, and their blood is 
sprinkled on My garments.” 
p. 613 
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Sturz says: 
 
Parallel with the forgiveness mentioned in verse 13 is the blotting out of that 
which was against us.  Together they remove the two counts held against the 
Gentiles in verse 13.  That which is “erased” is the handwriting of ordinances 
that was contrary to us.  It was the law that Jesus Christ removed from over 
us.  The sign of the law was circumcision.  Elsewhere Paul has declared that 
the law does not save . . . and only serves to point out sin . . . The law can’t 
even be kept by those who were born and reared under it . . . “Ordinances” 
call to mind the hundreds of decrees (do’s and don’t’s) that the Rabbis had 
distilled from the Old Testament and tradition . . . Our lives must be ruled by 
principles instead of a long list of prohibitions and permissions.  Otherwise 
we’ll be confused when new conditions arise that our “lists” do not cover. 
p. 79 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
. . . “[Jesus Christ] Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us.”  All the debts that were charged against us have now been 
cancelled. 
p. 114 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
Now, when Paul said that God blotted out our sins by his forgiveness, he 
meant that he erased them without leaving a trace of our guilt in his sight. 
p. 114 
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Trentham says: 
 
 The aorist form of the verb translated “nailed” signifies a definite act 
done once for all.  Paul changes metaphors to reinforce the truth.  He has 
blotted out the indictment.  Now he nails it to his cross.  Some see in this an 
ancient custom of driving a nail through a document to cancel it.  More 
probably it had to do with the nailing of the indictment to the cross of a 
criminal.  Paul sees the very indictment against our being crucified with 
Christ so that we are no longer under the law but under grace. 
 

Free from the law, O happy condition, 
Jesus hath bled, and there is remission; 
Cursed by the law and bruised by the fall 
Grace hath redeemed us once for all. 

P. P. BLISS 
p. 115 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
 Translation.  Having obliterated the bond consisting of ordinances, the 
one against us, which was directly opposed to us, and it He removed out of 
the midst with the result that it is no longer there, having nailed it to the 
Cross. 
p.2 08 
 
 
 
(The Everlasting Righteousness by Horatius Bonar) Carlisle, PA: The Banner 

of Truth Trust. Copyright - unknown, 1993.  
 

With a  weak faith and fearful heart many a sinner stands before the 
altar.  But it is not the strength of his faith, but the perfection of the sacrifice, 
that saves; and no feebleness of faith, no dimness of eye, no trembling of 
hand, can change the efficacy of our burnt-offering.  The vigour of our faith 
can add nothing to it, nor can the poverty of it take anything from it.  Faith, 
in all its degrees, still reads the inscription, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin;’ and if at times the eye is so dim that it cannot 
read these words, through blinding tears or bewildering mist, faith rests 
itself on the certain knowledge of the fact that the inscription is still there, or 
at least that the blood itself (of which these words remind us) remains, in all 
its power and suitableness, upon the altar unchanged and uneffaced. 
p. 23 
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(Thirsting for God: Spiritual Refreshment for the Sacred Journey by Gary L. 
Thomas)  Eugene, OR: Harvest House. Copyright– Gary Thomas, 
1999/2011. 

 
 What do these testimonies mean?  Away with the self-serving 
testimonies that sound as if we do God a favor by repenting of our sin!  God 
does us a favor by making us hate the sin that destroys us, by giving us the 
will to fight it, and by offering His grace to forgive it. 
p. 69 
 
 
 
(Our Lord Prays For His Own: Thoughts on John 17 by Marcus Rainsford) 

Grand Rapids, MI: Moody Press.  Copyright – Kregel Publications, 
1985. 

 
. . . not with the blood of bulls and of goats, which could not take away sin, 
and which were but pictures and emblems of the true, but with His own 
precious blood, and there He appears “in the presence of God for us.”  He 
came “for us,” He lived “for us,” He died “for us,” He rose “for us,” ascended 
“for us,” entered into the highest heavens “for us,” presents His blood “for us,” 
intercedes “for us,” prepares a place “for us,” claims the mansions “for us,” 
has caused the Holy Scriptures to be written “for us,” has sent down the Holy 
Ghost “for us,” and will come again “for us.”  Oh, what a precious Christ! 
p. 150 
 
 
The ground upon which He rests His plea––“I have glorified thee on the 
earth.”  The Saviour pleads the performance of His part of the contract.  He 
was at this time standing, bound with the cords of everlasting love, beside the 
altar of burnt offering.  The last act was as good as done; He was on His way 
to Gethsemane; He stands at the bar of God’s justice, faithfulness, and 
holiness; He represents His people, and He gives them the whole benefit and 
credit of all the infinite merit belonging to His person, work, and office as 
mediator, in His life and His death; and, on this ground, He claims an 
equivalent from His Father’s justice for Himself as their Head, and for His 
people as members of His body; for Himself and the Son, and for them as 
those whom the Father had given Him––the people of His love, on whose 
behalf He had descended from heaven to earth to glorify His Father. 
pp. 70–71 
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How to Clean Anything 
 

Consumer Reports published a booklet with the intriguing title How 
To Clean Practically Anything.  It offers advice on what solvent to use to 
remove a wide assortment of stains.  Living as I do with drips and drops, that 
is my kind of book. 

Did you know that glycerin will remove stains made by a ball-point 
pen?  Boiling water can remove berry stains.  Parents of small children 
should keep a gallon of vinegar handy to get rid of crayon marks.  Bleach 
works well for mildew.  Lemon juice performs minor miracles on rust stains. 

I haven’t tried them all, but I assume that scientists have put these 
common cleansing agents to the test. 

What you will not find in this little book is how to deal with the most 
serious stain of all—the stain made on your life by sin.  Deep, ugly stains 
made by hostile words and shame-filled actions.  Tears won’t touch them.  
Zeal can’t erase them.  At times we are convinced that we have gotten on 
with our lives and the sins are gone, but in an unguarded moment we notice 
the stain seeping through. 

The Bible tells us just what we need: “The blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  That’s the only remedy that works. 
 

Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain— 
He washed it white as snow. —Hall 

 
We may whitewash sin, 

but only Jesus’ blood can truly wash it white. 
 
(From Our Daily Bread, Thursday, November 29, 2004) 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #6 – Colossians 2 9-15.doc 

116 

I find myself singing that great old song: 
 

Calvary Covers It All 
Mrs. Walter G. Taylor 

 
Far dearer than all that the world can impart 
Was the message that came to my heart (to my heart); 
How that Jesus alone for my sin did atone, 
And Calvary covers it all. 
 
The stripes that He bore and the thorns that He wore 
Told His mercy and love evermore (evermore); 
And my heart bowed in shame as I called on His name, 
And Calvary covers it all. 
 
Refrain 
Calvary covers it all, 
My past with its sin and stain; 
My guilt and despair Jesus took on Him there, 
And Calvary covers it all. 

 
(“Calvary Covers It All” by Mrs. Walter G. Taylor. #556. Copyright 1934 by 

Mrs. Walter G. Taylor. © Copyright Renewed 1962, The Rodeheaver 
Co., Owner.  All Rights Reserved.) 
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v.15  Having disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public example 
of them, triumphing over them in it.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 15: 
 

Disarming the rulers and authorities, he has made a public disgrace of 
them, triumphing over them by the cross.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 15: 
 

He stripped all the spiritual tyrants in the universe of their sham 
authority at the Cross and marched them naked through the streets.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
By fulfilling the demands of the Law, Christ disarmed the demonic powers 
and authorities . . . triumphing over them (cf. 2 Cor. 2:14).   
 
 
2 Corinthians 2:14 (NASB) 
 

But thanks be to God, who always leads us in His triumph in Christ, 
and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in 
every place.  

 
 
Back in verse 10 we noted that he “is the head of every ruler and authority.” 
 
 
The REASON this is true is because HE CREATED THEM. 
 
 
In the hour of seeming victory for the forces of evil, Jesus Christ on Calvary’s 
cross won for us the victory. 
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Ephesians 4:8 (TLB) 
 

. . . when Christ returned triumphantly to heaven after his 
resurrection and victory over Satan, he gave generous gifts to [the 
children of] men. 

 
 
Ephesians 6:12 (TLB) 
 

For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but 
against persons without bodies—the evil rulers of the unseen world, 
those mighty satanic beings and great evil princes of darkness who 
rule this world; and against huge numbers of wicked spirits in the 
spirit world. 

 
 
Jesus Christ on Calvary not only wiped out our debts but also gained for us 
the victory over Satan and his forces.  
 
 
When He died on the cross, He took care of the DEBTS and the DEVIL.  
Satan is a defeated foe. 
 
 
The picture here is of a TRIUMPHAL PROCESSION of victorious Roman 
Generals.  The foes are stripped and led captive behind the General’s chariot. 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #6 – Colossians 2 9-15.doc 

119 

His Be the Victor’s Name 
 

His be the Victor’s Name 
Who fought the fight alone; 
Triumphant saints no honor claim; 
Their conquest was His own. 
 
By weakness and defeat 
He won the reed and crown; 
Trod all the foes beneath His feet 
By being trodden down. 
 
He hell in hell laid low; 
Made sin, He sin o’erthrew; 
Bowed to the grave, destroyed it so, 
And death, by dying, slew. 
 
What tho’ the’accuser roar 
Of ills that I have done; 
I know them well, and thousands more; 
Jehovah findeth none. 
 
Bless, bless the Conqu’ror slain, 
Slain by divine decree! 
Who lived, who died, who lives again, 
For thee, my soul, for thee.  

 
http://www.sermonaudio.com/hymn_details.asp?PID=hisbethevictorsname 
 
 
1 Corinthians 15:57 (TLB) 
 

How we thank God for all of this!  It is he who makes us victorious 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 
 
1 Corinthians 2:8 (TLB) 
 

But the great men of the world have not understood it; if they had, 
they never would have crucified the Lord of Glory. 
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2 Corinthians 2:14 (DAV) 
 

But thanks be to God who is always leading us in His triumph in 
Christ and is making known through us the sweet aroma of the 
knowledge of Him in every place. 

 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
 On the cross a cosmic drama was played out as God, in Christ, battled 
and gained victory over the powers of evil.  Jesus Christ not only paid the 
penalty to atone for sin, but he also won a decisive victory over Satan and all 
the host of supernatural beings who were in league with him.  Verse 15 tells 
us that Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers and authorities by the cross.  
The cross was the consummation of a life of conquest of Christ over Satan.  
As early as Genesis 3:15, God promised that a conqueror would come to crush 
the head of the serpent.  Satan attempted to destroy Jesus through the 
efforts of Herod, but he was unsuccessful.  Satan attempted to destroy Jesus 
with his own temptation in the wilderness.  Again, unsuccessful.  On the 
cross Jesus consummated his victory.  As he died, he defeated Satan because 
he died to forgive sin.  Sin was Satan’s trump card.  Jesus defeated Satan and 
his evil league on the cross—first by being there and then by abolishing sin’s 
condemning power. 
p. 307 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 Paul goes on to say that God (in Christ) “made a public spectacle of 
them.”  That is to say, he exposed them to public disgrace by exhibiting them 
to the universe as his captives.  The added words, “triumphing over them by 
the cross,” expand this idea.  The picture, quite familiar in the Roman world, 
is that of a triumphant general leading a parade of victory.  The conqueror, 
riding at the front in his chariot, leads his troops through the streets of the 
city.  Behind them trails a wretched company of vanquished kings, officers, 
and soldiers—the spoils of battle.  Christ, in this picture, is the conquering 
general; the powers and authorities are the vanquished enemy displayed as 
the spoils of battle before the entire universe . . . To the casual observer the 
cross appears to be only an instrument of death, the symbol of Christ’s defeat; 
Paul sees it as Christ’s chariot of victory.  
p. 830 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
Not only did Christ’s death on the cross pay humanity’s debt to God, his 
death also meant his triumph over the powers and authorities. 
p. 194 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
Christ by his cross releases his people not only from the guilt of sin but from 
tis hold over them.  “He breaks the power of cancelled sin.”  Not only has he 
blotted out the record of their indebtedness but he has subjugated those 
powers whose possession of that damning indictment was a means of 
controlling them.  The very instrument of disgrace and death by which the 
hostile forces though they had him in their grasp and had conquered him 
forever was turned by him into the instrument of their defeat and 
disablement.  As he was suspended there, bound hand and foot to the wood in 
apparent weakness, they imagined they had him at their mercy, and flung 
themselves on him with hostile intent.  But, far from suffering their attack 
without resistance, he grappled with them and mastered them, stripping 
them of the armor in which they trusted, and held them aloft in his 
outstretched hands, displaying to the universe their helplessness and his own 
unvanquished strength.  Such seems to be the picture painted in these words. 
pp. 110-11 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
 15.  But the cross meant not only the cancellation of the bond but also 
the conquest of the powers of evil.  The victory is pictured here in terms of the 
triumphant Roman General who strips his foes and leads them as captives 
behind his chariot in his victory procession. 
pp. 70-71 
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Eadie says: 
 
 Most glorious is the thought that the church is released from the bond 
that held it, and delivered from the hellish powers that tyrannized over 
humanity—a deliverance achieved for it by Him alone “whose right hand and 
holy arm” could get Him victory.  Redemption is a work at once of price and 
power, of expiation and conquest.  On the cross was the purchase made; on 
the cross was the victory gained.  The blood that wipes out the sentence was 
there shed, and the death which was the death-blow of Satan’s kingdom was 
there endured.  Those nails which killed Christ pierced the sentence of 
doom—gave egress to the blood which cancelled it, and inflicted at the same 
time a mortal wound on the hosts of darkness. 
p. 174 
 
 
 
Fergusson says: 
 
 He enlargeth the present argument thus, that Christ, by destroying 
that handwriting, hath spoiled, disgraced, and triumphed over all our 
spiritual enemies, especially Satan, the great general, and his whole army of 
sins, temptations, death and hell, which fighteth under his banner, and this 
even by his sufferings: wherein he alludeth to the ancient custom of 
conquerors, who did disarm their captives, having joined them by two, or 
more, in chains, made them march before, to their public shame and disgrace, 
they themselves coming after in their triumphing chariot; so did Christ: 
“Having spoiled principalities and powers, made a show of them,” . . . 
pp. 351-52 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
At the same time He spoiled principalities and powers, made a show of them 
openly, leading them in triumph by it.  This means the principalities and 
powers of Satan and the wicked Spirits.  They were against us, but He has 
vanquished them in His death on the cross and in it has triumphed over 
them.  Trespasses are forgiven; ordinances blotted out, completely gone; 
principalities and powers triumphed over. 
p. 70 
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Garland says: 
 
 God had triumphed through Christ’s death on the cross over every 
power and authority.  The rulers put him to death without knowing that 
through his death he would conquer them and escape their rule . . . They 
have been disarmed, stripped of their dignity, and consigned to bring up the 
rear in Christ’s victory procession.  They sit at the bar like the war criminals 
who were brought before the Nuremberg tribunal at the end of World War II 
and are exposed as weak, beggarly, and benumbed.  Christ reigns supreme 
over these rulers and authorities . . . and all those who are in Christ never 
need to fear them . . . 
p. 153 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
 15.  Here follows the last of three important acts whereby God grants 
to his children the joy of salvation . . . the three being: (1) forgiveness of sins, 
(2) the setting aside of the law (in the sense explained), and now (3) the 
disarming of the principalities and authorities.  Says Paul: and having 
stripped the principalities and the authorities of their power, he publicly 
exposed them to disgrace by triumphing over them in him.  These 
“principalities and authorities” are angelic beings . . . who are here . . . 
pictured as resisting God.  It is not exactly clear just why Paul makes 
mention of them in the present connection.  It is possible, nevertheless, that 
the immediately preceding statement of the abrogation of the law as our 
impersonal accuser may have led to this reference to personal accusers, 
namely, the evil angels.  That would certainly be a very natural transition. 
p. 122 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
It is not true, then, that by these great redemptive acts God publicly exposed 
these evil powers to disgrace, leading them captive in triumph, chained, as it 
were, to his triumphal chariot?  Yes, in and through this Son of his love, this 
triumphant Christ, God has achieved the victory over Satan and all his hosts.  
And that victory is your live and your joy.  Whatever you need is in Christ. 
p. 123 
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Henry says: 
 
He has obtained a glorious victory for us over the powers of darkness: And, 
having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it, v. 15.  As the curse of the law was against us, so 
the power of Satan was against us.  Out of the hands of Satan the executioner 
he redeemed us by power and with a high hand.  The devil and all the powers 
of hell were conquered and disarmed by the dying Redeemer.  The Redeemer 
conquered by dying.  See his crown of thorns turned into a crown of laurels.  
He spoiled them and made a show of them openly.  Never had the devil’s 
kingdom such a mortal blow given to it as was given by the Lord Jesus.  
Triumphing over them in it; in His Cross and by His death. 
p. 1872 
 
 
 
Lovett says: 
 
God did something else in the cross.  He openly displayed Jesus’ triumph over 
Satan, disarming him and his entire band of spirits down to the last demon. 
p. 182 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Having disarmed Satan (literally “stripping him”) and the rulers and 
authorities (fallen angels), He made a public display of them, having 
triumphed over them through Him.  The imagery here is like that of a 
triumphant Roman general, parading his defeated captives through the 
streets of Rome.  Christ’s victory on the cross halted the demons in their 
attempts to stop His redemptive work and stripped Satan of his powers.  
Hebrews 2:14 says, “Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might 
render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; and 
might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all 
their lives.” 
p. 112 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 2:15 Having disarmed.  In yet another element of the Cross work, Paul 
tells that the Cross spelled the ultimate doom of Satan and his evil host of 
fallen angels . . . principalities and powers. . . . While Jesus’ body was dead, 
His living, divine spirit actually went to the abode of demons and announced 
His triumph over sin, Satan, death, and hell. 
p. 1739 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
made a public spectacle . . . triumphing over them.  The picture is that of a 
victorious Roman general parading his defeated enemies through the streets 
of Rome.  Christ won the victory over the demon forces on the Cross, where 
their efforts to halt God’s redemptive plan were ultimately defeated. 
p. 1739 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
 Paul ended this section on a triumphant note.  His arguments 
countered his opponents at every point.  The sovereign Savior disgraced his 
enemies on the cross, exposing them to public shame.  Clothing was the 
visible distinguishing mark of an authority figure.  He could afford the best 
clothing, and he was obligated to wear the best to represent the people 
subject to him.  When defeated or demoted, the first symbolic act was to 
remove the royal garments.  The image Paul used here portrayed that action.  
God stripped his enemies of their “royal facade,” exposing them for what they 
really were.  No one should follow them.  They were defeated, disgraced, and 
powerless because of the work of Christ. 
p. 266 
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Moule says: 
 
 Even so, Lord Jesus Christ.  So didst Thou conquer; so were our deadly 
enemies trodden down under Thy sacred feet, yes, while those feet were 
pierced upon the Tree.  Then let us appropriate and enjoy Thy victory, and 
bid meek defiance in Thy Name to the hosts of the darkness, within us and 
around us.  “JESUS they know.” 
p. 159 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
If verses 13 and 14 speak in graphic terms about the forgiveness of sins and 
the removal of our signed acknowledgement of indebtedness, then verse 15 
refers to God stripping the principalities and powers, “whose possession of 
the damning indictment kept us in their grip” (Bruce, 239), of their authority 
and dignity. 
pp. 126-27 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
The principalities and powers here mentioned, are the powers of wickedness, 
the spirits of Satan, who is styled . . . “the power of darkness,” . . . and “of the 
air,” . . . “the prince of the world,” . . . whose emissaries are “the principalities 
and powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world, the spiritual wickedness 
in high places,” against which we wrestle . . . These powers Christ destroyed 
by his cross, because, as the apostle saith, “through death he destroyed him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and delivered them who, 
through the fear of death, were all their lives subject to bondage,” . . .  
p. 786 
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Radmacher, Allen & House say: 
 
Principalities and powers allude to Satan and the fallen angels.  Paul is 
describing Christ’s victory on the Cross over the powers that opposed Him 
and that were against God’s faithful people.  To describe this victory, Paul 
uses the spectacle of the military triumph, when prisoners of war were 
stripped and paraded before the populace behind the conquering general.  
Satan and his forces thought the Cross would be their victory and Christ’s 
defeat.  In reality, at the Cross the Lord vanquished His foes, took away their 
weapons, and made a public spectacle of them.  This is a dramatic contrast to 
the victory that Satan had over our first parents in the garden.  Satan was 
the victor in that instance, but at the Cross He was the clear loser. 
p. 1565 
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Spurgeon says: 
 
 Bear with me while I humbly attempt to depict the triumph which now 
results from the cross. 
 Christ has for ever overcome all His foes, and divided the spoil upon 
the battle field, and now, even at this day is He enjoying the well-earned 
reward and triumph of His fearful struggle.  Lift up your eyes to the 
battlements of heaven, the great metropolis of God.  The pearly gates are 
wide open, and the city shines with her bejeweled walls like a bride prepared 
for her husband.  Do you see the angels crowding to the battlements?  Do you 
observe them on every mansion of the celestial city, eagerly desiring and 
looking for something which has not yet arrived?  At last, there is heard the 
sound of a trumpet, and the angels hurry to the gates—the vanguard of the 
redeemed is approaching the city.  Abel comes in alone, clothed in a crimson 
garb, the herald of a glorious army of martyrs.  Hark to the shout of 
acclamation!  This is the first of Christ’s warriors, at once a solider and a 
trophy, that have been delivered.  Close at his heels there follow others, who 
in those early times had learned the coming Saviour’s fame.  Behind them a 
mighty host may be discovered of patriarchial veterans, who have witnessed 
to the coming of the Lamb in a wanton age.  See Enoch still walking with his 
God, and singing sweetly—“Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousands of 
His saints.”  There too is Noah, who had sailed in the ark with the Lord as 
his pilot.  Then follow Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses, and Joshua, and 
Samuel, and David, all mighty men of valour.  Hearken to them as they 
enter!  Every one of them waving his helmet in the air, cries, “Unto Him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in His blood, unto Him be honour, and 
glory, and dominion, and power, for ever and ever.”  Look, my brethren, with 
admiration upon this noble army!  Mark the heroes as they march along the 
golden streets, everywhere meeting an enthusiastic welcome from the angels 
who have kept their first estate.  On, on they pour, those countless legions—
was there ever such a spectacle?  It is not the pageant of a day, but the 
“show” of all time.  For four thousand years, on streams the army of Christ’s 
redeemed.  Sometimes there is a short rank, for the people have been often 
minished and brought low; but, anon, a crowd succeeds, and on, on, still on 
they come, all shouting, all praising Him who loved them and gave Himself 
for them.  
p. 615 
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(The Red Sea Rules: Ten God-Given Strategies for Difficult Times by Robert 
J. Morgan)  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– Robert J. 
Morgan, 2001. 

 
 Rev. Elwood is neither the first nor the last Christian to be attacked by 
“Satan.”  We often underestimate the extent to which the enemy seeks to 
disrupt our lives.  
 When the apostle Paul encountered people trying to hinder his 
ministry and dissuade his hearers, he saw the hand of Satan (Acts 13:10).  
When he looked out over an unsaved audience, he blamed Satan for their 
lostness (Acts 26:18).  The apostle lamented to young Timothy that those who 
reject the gospel are caught in the “snare of the devil, having been taken 
captive by him to do his will” (2 Tim. 2:26).  Likewise, when men and a 
women confessed Christ as Savior, Paul saw it as a clear blow to Satan’s 
empire (Col. 1:13-14). 
 When Paul encountered troublemakers in the church, he discerned the 
crafty hand of Satan (Rom 16:17-20). 
 When he became sick, he believed Satan had a hand in it.  He referred 
to his illness as “a messenger of Satan to buffet me” (2 Cor. 12:7). 
 When he was unable to visit the Thessalonian church, Paul wrote, “We 
wanted to come to you . . . but Satan hindered us” (1 Thess. 2:18). 
 When Paul exercised church discipline on an erring member, he was 
turning such a one over to Satan (1 Cor. 5:5). 
 When married couples in his churches had poor sexual relationships, 
exacerbating temptations toward immorality, Paul blamed such lapses on the 
devil (1 Cor.  7:5). 
 When the apostle came across Gentiles worshipping idols, he knew 
Satan was behind it (1 Cor. 10:20-21). 
 When he found Christians harboring bitter or unforgiving attitudes 
toward others, he saw the hand of Satan.  He instructed the Ephesians, 
“Never go to bed angry—don’t give the devil that sort of foothold” (Eph.  4:26-
27 Phillips).  He told the Corinthians to forgive the man who had sinned 
against them, “lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not 
ignorant of his devices” (2 Cor. 2:11).   
 When his converts strayed, Paul attributed their behavior to the devil 
(1 Tim. 4:1; 5:15).  When false teachers popped up, Paul believed they had 
been sent by Satan (2 Cor. 11:13-15).  When local church leaders made a mess 
of their reputation and work, he blamed the evil one (1 Tim. 3:6-7). 
 “Our fight is not against any physical enemy,” Paul warned.  “It is 
against organizations and powers that are spiritual.  We are up against the 
unseen power that controls the dark world, and spiritual agents from the 
very headquarters of evil” (Eph. 6:12 PHILLIPS). 
 The patriarch Job would have understood Paul’s concern.  In one 
terrible season, he lost his herds to barbarians, his children to a tornado, his 
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health to a disease, his wealth to misfortune.  As he sat among the ashes 
scraping his boils with pottery shards and bemoaning his fate, he didn’t 
realize that his afflictions had been orchestrated by Satan in an attempt to 
destroy his soul.  But they had been. 
 The same devil orchestrates similar attacks against us today. 
pp. 35-37 
 
 
 
(Grace Notes: Daily Readings with a Fellow Pilgrim by Philip Yancey)  Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Someone Cares Charitable Trust, 
2009. 

 
 Elton Trueblood notes that the image Jesus used to describe the 
church’s destiny “the gates of hell will not prevail against it”—is a metaphor 
of offense, not defense.  Christians are storming the gates, and they will 
prevail.  No matter how it looks at any given point in history, the gates 
guarding the powers of evil will not withstand an assault by grace. 
p. 309 
 
 
 
(The Loveliness Of Christ: Extracts from the Letters of Samuel Rutherford 

selected by Ellen S. Lister) Carlisle, PA.: Banner of Truth Trust.  
Copyright – Banner of Truth, 2007. 

 
We shall be together one day; we shall not need to borrow light from sun, 
moon, or candle; there shall be no complaints on either side in heaven; there 
shall be none there but he and we, the Bridegroom and the bride; devils, 
temptations, trials, desertions, losses, sad hearts, pain, and death, shall all 
be put out of play, and the devil must give up his office of tempting. 
p. 30 
 
 
 
(Lectures to My Students by C. H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth 

Trust. Copyright– Unknown, 2008. 
 
Our ministry must be emphatic, or it will never affect these thoughtless 
times; and to this end our hearts must be habitually fervent, and our whole 
nature must be fired with an all-consuming passion for the glory of God and 
the good of men. 
p. 379 
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(A Place of Healing: Wrestling with the Mysteries of Suffering, Pain, and 
God’s Sovereignty by Joni Eareckson Tada)  Colorado Springs, CO: 
David C. Cook. Copyright– Joni Eareckson Tada, 2010. 

 
 A day of ministry in Christ’s kingdom is far better than a thousand 
days lived in pursuit of self-destructive pleasures. 
 And for me (please hear me, my friend, and weigh the import of these 
words), a day in this wheelchair serving Him, a day representing Him though 
in the grip of this unrelenting pain, is better than a thousand self-fulfilled 
days lived pain free and on my feet.  It’s a lesson people like Pam and me are 
learning every day. 
p. 128 
 
 
 Perhaps the simple realization of something so redemptive is healing 
enough. 
 I don’t know when this season of pain will be over.  Maybe, in God’s 
grace and wisdom, He’ll say, “Enough!” and banish the pain within the hour.  
Or maybe He’ll say, “Enough!” allowing me to step out of this long-disabled, 
deteriorating temporary housing into my “building from God, an eternal 
house in heaven, not built by human hands” (2 Cor. 5:1). 
p. 34 
 
 
 
(Majestic Destiny: Kingdom Hope is Rising by Curtis H. Tucker)  Redmond, 

OR: Last Chapter Publishing. Copyright– Curtis H. Tucker, 2011. 
 
 Man has been created for kingdom and won’t be satisfied until that 
kingdom is established.  We have allowed our idea of heaven to replace the 
full creation purpose, but because we are created to rule for the glory of God, 
nothing less will truly satisfy. 
p. 77 
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(The Treasures of Fanny Crosby by Fanny Crosby)  Uhrichsville, OH: 
Barbour. Copyright– Barbour Publishing, Inc., 2003. 

 
That precious Name their guiding star, 
 its beams will o’er them cast, 
And through its power their trusting souls  
 shall overcome at last. 
The glory cloud will bring them safe 
 to yonder palace bright, 
Where they shall see Him eye to eye 
 and walk with Him in white. 
p. 19 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
 
LESSON #1:  The Lord is patiently waiting for the time when He can take 

over. 
 
 
LESSON #2:  The Christian life was never intended to be a cooperative 

venture. 
 
 
LESSON #3:  Matthew 11:28-30: “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-

laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from 
Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for 
your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and My load is light” (NASB). 

 
 
LESSON #4:  Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and 
delivered Himself up for me” (NASB). 

 
 
LESSON #5:  John Calvin said: “Now in Christ there is a perfection to which 

nothing can be added.  God has manifested Himself to us fully and 
perfectly in Christ.” 

 
 
LESSON #6:  It is God who is living within me and waiting to live out His life 

through me, just as He patiently waits at the door of my heart for 
entrance in order that I might be born again by the Spirit into His 
family. 

 
 
LESSON #7:  Jesus Christ is alive, adequate, and available to meet each need 

as it arises. 
 
 
LESSON #8:  So much is missed simply because we are unwilling to take God 

at His word and to trust the indwelling and inliving Christ to prove 
Himself adequate in all of life’s situations. 
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LESSON #9:  All the resources for victory in our personal lives reside in 
Jesus Christ. 

 
 
LESSON #10:  When Christ was crucified, God nailed the law to His cross. 
 
 
LESSON #11:  In the hour of seeming victory for the forces of evil, Jesus 

Christ on Calvary’s cross won for us the victory. 
 
 
LESSON #12:  1 Corinthians 15:57: “How we thank God for all of this.  It is 

he who has made us victorious through Jesus Christ, our Lord.” 
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Lange says: 
 
Christ has laid us under the highest obligations to serve Him.  He has 
enabled us to put off our sins; He has raised us from spiritual death to 
spiritual life; He has removed the old ordinances that were against us, and 
has made religion easy and pleasant; He has subdued our enemies and 
triumphed over them.—R.] 
p. 51 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 The death of Christ brings transformation, pardon, and victory.  That 
adds up to complete salvation with complete forgiveness and triumph.  No 
wonder Paul said, “May it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and 
I to the world” . . . 
p. 113 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
  He gave me back the bond; 
  It was a heavy debt; 
 And as He gave, He smil’d, and said, 
  “Thou wilt not Me forget.” 
 
  He gave me back the bond; 
  The seal was torn away; 
 And as He gave, He smil’d, and said, 
  “Think thou of Me alway.” 
 
  It is a bond no more, 
  But it shall ever tell 
 All that I ow’d was fully paid 
  By my Emmanuel. 
     SABINE 
p. 160 
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Pickell says: 
 
 “Remember this: When thou hast sinned—Christ is thy advocate . . . 
When thou dobutest, Christ is the truth . . . When thou changest—Christ is 
the same . . . When thou diest—Christ liveth . . . When thou art buried—
Christ is the resurrection . . . When the world allureth—Christ overcame . . . 
Think what thou hast in Christ . . . Think what thou hast with Christ . . . 
Think what thou art in Christ . . .” 
p. 51 
 
 
What a glorious truth that Christ dwells within us in all of His fullness and 
He waits to live out His life in us.  Just as we have witnessed in this 
marvelous group of verses that Christ is the One: 
 

who DIED to give us life,  
 

who has given POWER OVER THE FLESH by the “circumcision made 
without hands,” 
 
who has “BLOTTED OUT” SIN’S DEBT against us, and 
 
who has TRIUMPHED OVER SATAN on the cross. 

 
 
The same Christ waits to live His life IN AND THROUGH US. 
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Guy King sums it all up when he says: 
 
“And to sum it all up, you are complete in Him.”  Col. 2:10 
They tell me that the word rendered complete or full is a picture word of 
which there are so many in the Greek language.  The root idea of it is a ship 
setting out to sea, fully equipped for the voyage: captain, chart, compass, 
cargo, colors, comforts, commissary, controls, everything.  So there is nothing 
we need for the voyage of life that is not there in Him.  For battling with 
storm, for steering the ship, for flying the colors, for providing the food, for 
reaching the harbor.  All that I want is in Jesus Christ. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 
(Signs of Life: Back to the Basics of Authentic Christianity by David 

Jeremiah)  Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– David 
Jeremiah, 2007. 

 
The other day I heard about a baby camel that asked, “Mom, why do I have 
these huge three-toed feet?”  The mother replied, “To help you stay on top of 
the soft sand while trekking across the desert.” 
 “And why the long eyelashes?” 
 “To keep sand out of your eyes on our trips through the desert.” 
 “Why the humps?” 
 “To store water for our long treks across the barren desert.”   
 The baby camel considered that and then said, “That’s great, Mom.  
We have huge feet to stop us from sinking, long eyelashes to keep sand out of 
our eyes, and humps to store water. 
But, Mom . . .” 
 “Yes, son?” 
 “Why are we in the zoo?” 
 
That’s a question for all of us to consider.  If we’ve been given all the 
resources we need to carry our Lord’s message far and wide, and if we’re 
completely equipped to fulfill the Great Commission, why do we keep it 
within the four walls of our churches?  The Gospel isn’t something we come to 
church to hear; it’s something we go from church to tell. 
pp. 22-23 
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(Stones of Fire by Isobel Kuhn)  Littleton, CO: OMF Books. Copyright– OMF 
International, 2005. 

 
 God needs more stones of fire today.  He can quarry them anywhere, 
and He does not need rare materials with which to make them; desert dust, 
sand, silica, these can be found anywhere: “Principle shot through with 
passion; passion held by principle.”  There must be a yielding before it will 
hold.  There must be an offering before the fire falls.  The rest is the work of 
the Master lapidary. 
 The stone is only a stone until its heart is broken and the air has a 
chance to get in.  The Christian convert is only a principle until he lets God 
have His way with him; break his heart, if that has to be!  Anything, in order 
to rip open the hardness and let God in!  When the air has filled the fissures, 
then the stone is no longer a pebble.  It is a gem, a precious opal, a stone of 
fire. 
p. 184 
 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.


	The Cowboy Christmas Story



