
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Practical Study of 
 

COLOSSIANS: How Christians Grow 
 

“Christ Is All and in All” 
 
 

Stage #8 – Colossians 3:1-11 
 

CHRIST IN MY MIND 
 
 
Key Verse: Colossians 3:2 
 

Be setting your mind upon things above, not the things on the earth. 
 
Text: 
v. 1  Since, therefore, you were raised with Christ, be seeking the things above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
v. 2  Be setting your mind upon things above, not the things on the earth. 
v. 3  For you died and your life has been hidden with Christ in God. 
v. 4  Whenever Christ, who is our life, is made visible, then also you with Him 
shall be made visible in glory. 
v. 5  Put to death, therefore, your members which are upon the earth: fornication 
(immorality), impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
v. 6  Because of which things there is coming the wrath of God, 
v. 7  in which things also you once ordered your behavior when you were living 
in them. 
v. 8  But now put away also all these things: anger, wrath, wickedness, evil 
speaking, abusive language out of your mouth. 
v. 9  Stop lying to one another, seeing you have put off the old man with his 
practices, 
v.10  and having clothed yourselves with the new man who is being renewed in 
knowledge according to the pattern likeness of the One who created him, 
v.11  where there cannot be Greek or Jew, circumcision or uncircumcision, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave, freeman, but Christ is all and in all. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 
(A Cowboy’s Forty Years of Gathering by Chet Dawson)  Fort Collins, CO: Cruse 

Publishing. Copyright– Chet Dawson, 1964. 
 

NIGHT HERD 
 

I’m guarding a bunch of cattle 
Out here on a summer night, 
Just ridin’ slow an’ easy 
‘round the herd in the still starlight. 
I can hear the muffled breathin’ 
Of the cattle bedded down. 
I wouldn’t trade on such a night 
For any job in town. 
The whisperin’ breeze comes sighin’ by, 
Carryin’ the prairie smell. 
I feel an all pervadin’ peace 
With a’feelin’ all is well. 
The squeakin’ of my saddle 
An’ the jingle of my gear 
Has a muffled soothin’ sound 
That is music to my ear. 
My pony takes it easy 
As we stop a little spell; 
Hear a distant coyote wailin’ 
Like some poor soul in hell. 
Yes, sure it’s kind’a lonesome, 
But it sure is peaceful, too; 
And over by the wagon 
Are sleepin’, friends so true. 
The campfire flickers gently, 
Flickers—gleams—an’ dies. 
An’ leaves me ridin’ slow, alone, 
Under the starlit skies. 
It kind’a sets you thinkin’ 
As you gaze at the twinklin’ light 
Of the stars up in the heavens 
A’driftin’ thru the night: 
About the myst’ry of it all— 
The meanin’ of the stars. 
If it’s true about the sayin’ 
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That people live on Mars; 
You wonder if those friends 
That have crossed the Great Divide 
Are ridin’ the trail called Milky Way 
Up there on the other side. 
You hear the breeze a’rustlin’, 
Makin’ voices in the grass. 
Whisperin’ stories to the flowers 
As it blows on gently past. 
You hear the crickets singin’,  
You hear an ol’ hoot owl, 
Hear the distant mournful howlin’ 
Of some wolf on the prowl. 
Yes, sure it’s kind’a lonesome, 
But one thing, too, ol’ pard, 
You’ve a peaceful, thoughtful feelin’ 
When you’re ridin’ on night guard. 

pp. 26-27 
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(Pure Pleasure: Why Do Christians Feel So Bad About Feeling Good? by Gary 
Thomas)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– Gary Thomas, 2009. 

 
Late one night, I woke up to a loud beep. 
 “Why do the smoke alarm batteries always go bad after bedtime?”  
I thought.  “Can’t they ever start beeping in the afternoon?” 
 At first, I tried to ignore it, but the beep couldn’t have timed itself more 
perfectly.  Just before I dropped back into a pleasant slumber, the next beep 
jolted me awake. 
 I started to hate that beep. 
 I growled, got out of bed, and went to the garage.  Our bedroom has 
vaulted ceilings, so our smoke alarm is conveniently located twelve feet up in the 
air.  I needed to get a ladder. 
 I set up the ladder, climbed up to the smoke alarm, changed the battery, 
and crawled back into bed. 
 Beeeep. 
 I must have changed the wrong one! 
 I threw off the covers and stood in the middle of the room, waiting for the 
alarm to go off again, just to make sure I knew what to attack next. 
 It had stopped. 
 I wrote it off as a technical glitch and climbed back into bed, ready to 
succumb to slumber. 
 Beeeep. 
 My first thought: “Where’s Graham’s baseball bat?” 
 I climbed out of bed and waited again, promising to hang in there so that 
I’d stand right under it when it went off—and that stupid, evil, satanic beep 
waited until three holidays had passed before it went off again. 
 And clearly it wasn’t coming from our ceiling. 
 I dragged myself into the hall and saw another smoke alarm.  I dutifully 
trudged downstairs to the kitchen to get another battery and fed my foul enemy 
with a brand-new source of energy. 
 Politely waiting until I had once again dived under the covers, the night’s 
pleasant silence ended with yet another beep. 
 “What’s the matter?” my wife asked as I practically turned over the 
mattress in my haste to get out of bed and rip the roof off our domicile. 
 “Nothing serious,” I answered.  “It’s just that our house is possessed.” 
 I held my next vigil under the hallway smoke alarm.  I could have read 
the entire Old Testament backward before my villainous enemy went beeeep. 
 Aha!  It wasn’t that one either! 
 I rushed into my daughter’s room and spotted another smoke alarm, 
literally no more than six linear feet from the hallway alarm.  Who would have 
guessed?  I ripped the unit off the ceiling, jammed in another new battery, and 
dared, just dared, the rest of the alarms to mess with me. 
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 I might have been a wee bit forceful jumping back into bed—my wife 
found herself catapulted three feet into the air. 
 “Did you fix it?” she asked. 
 “I didn’t just fix it,” I replied.  “I conquered it.  I am lord and master of this 
house.” 
 Beeeep. 
 “Then what was that?” 
 The expression on my face—even in the dark—terrified my wife. 
 “Gary,” she said, her intuition from more than twenty years of marriage to 
me warning her that I was about to blow, “whatever you’re thinking of doing, 
please don’t.” 
 I gave her my favorite line from one of the Rocky movies—“I never asked 
you to stop being a woman; please don’t ask me to stop being a man”—and then 
proceeded to tear off every smoke alarm from every ceiling and throw the whole 
lot of them downstairs into the garage. 
 “But what if there’s a fire?” my wife inquired. 
 “So long as the fire takes the alarms with us,” I replied, “then God’s will 
be done.” 
 No sooner had I finished speaking than we heard one more beeeep. 
 Lisa laughed. 
 “You can laugh all you want,” I said.  “I’m calling in the exorcist 
tomorrow.” 
 Three cycles of beeps passed until my son came home and knocked on our 
bedroom door to let us know he had arrived by his curfew. 
 “How was your evening?” Lisa asked, immediately interrupted by one of 
the pernicious beeps. 
 Graham looked at my dresser, picked up my cell phone, and said, “Dad, 
did you know you missed a call?” 
 Christians can misdiagnose spiritual illnesses every bit as much as I 
misdiagnosed that evil beep.  So many times, we try to fix the wrong thing, 
looking for a “spiritual” answer when the solution might be very practically 
physical. 
pp. 85-88 
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(The Barbarian Way: Soul Cravings by Erwin Raphael McManus)  Nashville, 
TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright– Erwin Raphael McManus, 2005. 

 
I WAKE UP EACH MORNING REMINDED THAT ALL I need to face the day is to breathe 
deeply of fresh air and to find my way to the nearest Starbucks.  Well, actually  
I live in LA, so I really can live without the fresh air (my lungs have finally 
adapted to the smog).  The caffeine, on the other hand, is essential.  Each 
morning demands its Venti 2percent “extra hot,” wet cappuccino. 
 Before you condemn me, let me assure you it’s not an addiction but an 
appreciation.  I can quit anytime, and so I don’t need to.  I’m convinced coffee is 
an acquired taste.  The aroma is better than the flavor, not to mention the 
compelling nature of the effect. 
 Science is only now discovering the medicinal value of the sacred bean.   
If all goes well, it will soon be its own food group.  I’ve never been pregnant (my 
wife volunteered both times), but I do know the power of cravings.  Is my 
relationship to java a problem?  No, espresso is a guilty pleasure, and I am 
grateful for my dealer . . . um . . . barista. 
p. (Cravings) 
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(In God We Still Trust by Dr. Richard G. Lee) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson.  
Copyright – Thomas Nelson, Inc., 2009. 

 
ETERNAL VIGILANCE 
 
In his Farewell Address in 1837, President Andrew Jackson stated: 
 
 But you must remember, my fellow citizens, that eternal vigilance by the 
people is the price of liberty, and that you must pay the price if you wish to 
secure the blessing. 
 You have no longer any cause to fear danger from abroad; your strength 
and power are well known throughout the civilized world, as well as the high 
and gallant bearing of your sons.  It is from within, among yourselves—from 
cupidity, from corruption, from disappointed ambition and inordinate thirst for 
power—that factions will be formed and liberty endangered.  It is against such 
designs, whatever disguise the actors may assume, that you have especially to 
guard yourselves.  You have the highest of human trusts committed to your care.  
Providence has showered on this favored land blessings without number, and 
has chosen you as the guardians of freedom, to preserve it for the benefit of the 
human race.  May He who holds in His hands the destinies of nations make you 
worthy of the favors He has bestowed and enabled you, with pure hearts and 
pure hands and sleepless vigilance, to guard and defend to the end of time the 
great charge He has committed to your keeping. 
p. 26 
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We have thus far in our study of the BOOK OF COLOSSIANS considered 
SEVEN STAGES IN OUR SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT: 
 

Stage #1: Christ Changed My Life (1:1-8) 
 
Stage #2: The Will, Walk, and Work of Christ (1:9-14) 
 
Stage #3: Christ in First Place (1:15-20) 
 
Stage #4: Maturing in Christ (1:21-2:3) 
 
Stage #5: Living in Christ (2:4-8) 
 
Stage #6: Christ Living in Me (2:9-15) 
 
Stage #7: Christ, Not Legalism (2:16-23) 

 
 
In this particular stage we are going to be examining one of the most crucial 
areas of Christian growth and development, and that is the Christian and his 
mind.   
 
 
The word of God has a lot to say about the mind.  ISAIAH the prophet says in: 
 
Isaiah 26:3 (KJV) 
 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee 

 
 
Peter says in: 
 
1 Peter 1:13 (KJV) 
 

. . . gird up the loins of your mind . . . 
 
 
Paul says in: 
 
Philippians 2:5 (KJV) 
 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
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He also gives us a mental menu in: 
 
Philippians 4:8 (NASB) 
 

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if 
there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind 
dwell on these things. 

 
 
The mental discipline of allowing Christ to control our minds is the key to 
victory and to spiritual growth.  It is in the area of the mind that Satan has his 
base of operation.  He knows that he can defeat us if first our desires can be 
triggered through the eye-gate, and then we begin to think about it with the 
mind.  The mind then triggers the will and the action takes place. 
 
 
Mark 7:20-23 (NASB) 
 

And He was saying, “That which proceeds out of the man, that is what 
defiles the man.  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil 
thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and 
wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and 
foolishness.  All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.” 

 
 
Satan influences our minds with thoughts of: 
 

DEPRESSION,  
 
DISCOURAGEMENT,  
 
DELAY, or  
 
DESIRE. 
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There is the CONFLICT within the Christian between the OLD MIND and the 
NEW MIND.  Romans 8 speaks of this.   
 
 
Paul says in: 
 
Romans 12:2 (NASB) 
 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that 
which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 
 
Paul says in: 
 
Ephesians 4:23-24 (version unknown) 
 

And be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new 
man which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.  

 
 
Becoming a Christian involves a NEW MIND-SET.  This mind is thinking of 
pleasing the SAVIOR rather than SELF. 
 
 
2 Corinthians 10:5 (NASB) 
 

We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the 
obedience of Christ, 

 
 
Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV) 
 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” 
declares the Lord.  “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
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A good PRAYER for us as we begin this study on CHRIST IN MY MIND is: 
 

“Father, think through me Your thoughts and may the mind of Christ, my 
Saviour be my mind as well.” 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles this section: 
 
Spiritual: Inner Life in Christ (3:1-17). 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 

Knowing that all wisdom is in Christ (2:1-5), Paul urged the Colossian 
Christians to continue in Him (2:6-7), not being deceived by vain philosophies 
(2:8-10).  Since believers are identified with Christ, they are not to live under 
Jewish laws (2:11-17), for that would only rob them of their rewards (2:18-19).  
They have died with Christ and hence need not submit to legalistic rules (2:20-
23). 

Furthermore, they have also been raised with Christ.  So they should set 
their hearts on heavenly things (3:1-4), put to death sinful worldly practices (3:5-
11), and clothe themselves with Christ’s virtues (3:12-17).  Stated in another 
way, believers are to seek spiritual values (3:1-4), put off the sins of the old life 
(3:5-11), and put on the virtues of the new life (3:12-17).  This in turn should 
affect their relationships with other members of their families and society (3:18-
4:1). 
 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
Ye must have a loftier aim; ye have risen with Christ and your life is hid with 
Christ in God.  Seek therefore those things that are above, where He is, seated 
at God’s right hand. 
p. 278 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

12 

Anders says: 
 
 In chapter 3, Paul tells the Colossian believers: Fellow believers in 
Colosse, since you have been given new life by Christ, who is now exalted in 
heaven, it is only right that you focus your aspirations on heavenly things. 
 The new life you have because of your identification with Christ should 
cause you to discard the ugly remnants of your former lifestyle and display the 
Christlike character appropriate to your new life.  The Word of Christ should 
take up comfortable residence in your hearts, and all your activities and 
relationships should be viewed with spiritual significance. 
p. 324 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
A Foundation of Christian Living (vv. 1-4) 
 
SUPPORTING IDEA: Genuine spiritual living is built on the believer’s 
association with the risen Christ. 
p. 326 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 The opening verses of ch. 3 sustain close connection with the closing 
verses of ch. 2, where the apostle reminded the Colossians that ascetic 
regulations are of no real value in restraining the flesh.  The only remedy for 
sinful passions is found in the believers’ experience of union with Christ––a 
union by virtue of which the Christian dies to sin and to the world’s way of 
thinking and doing.  The opening verses of the third chapter, representing the 
positive counterpart of those verses, teach that this death with Christ involves 
also participation in his resurrection life.  This releases into the believer’s life a 
power that is more than adequate to resist the appetites and attitudes of the 
lover nature.  These four verses, then, point to the believer’s union with Christ 
as the root principle of the whole Christian life. 
p. 833 
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Dunnam says: 
 
 To be a Christian is to change, to become new.  It is not simply a matter of 
choosing a new life style, though there is a new style, as we will see in the next 
chapter; it has to do with being a new person.  The new person does not emerge 
full-blown.  Conversion, passing from life to death, may be the miracle of a 
moment, but the making of a saint—presenting oneself perfect in Christ—is the 
task of a lifetime.  The dynamic process of saint-making is to work out in fact 
what is already true in principle.  In position, in our relation to God in Jesus 
Christ, we are new persons.  Now our condition, the actual life that we live, must 
be brought into harmony with our new position. 
p. 369 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
 THE apostle leaves his scornful flagellation of the false teachers, and 
comes to a more congenial occupation.  For though it is needful to refute error, it 
is more pleasant to inculcate truth.  If the Colossian believers should act in 
accordance with their privileges—if they understand how the charge preferred 
against them by the law had been met with a discharge on the cross of Calvary—
if the process of sanctification beginning in their hearts should work outward, 
and hallow and adorn their lives—if they felt that whatever blessings they 
enjoyed in part, or anticipated in fulness, sprang from union with Christ, then 
should they be fortified against every effort to induce them to sever themselves 
from the Head, and against every attempt to substitute reveries for truth, or 
human inventions for Divine enactments. 
p. 212 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
Risen with Christ; such is the believer’s position.  “Ye are dead and your life is 
hid with Christ in God.”  These are the great truths of Christianity: The believer 
dead with Christ; risen with Christ and in possession of a life which is hid with 
Christ in God and therefore safe and secure.  And these facts constitute the 
controlling motive of the believer’s life on earth. 
p. 73 
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Garland says: 
 
The next paragraph (3:1-4), with its Leitmotif “with Christ,” serves as a 
transition from the negative warnings to positive exhortation.  They have been 
raised “with Christ” in the past (3:1), are hidden “with Christ” in the present 
(3:3), and will be revealed “with Christ” in the future (3:4). 
pp. 200-201 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 II.  THE PRINCIPLES OF TRUE DOCTRINE (3:1-4) 
 
 The transition between the false and the true doctrines is made in two 
ways.  First, the logical connective “then” (oun) joins them.  Second, there is a 
parallelism in the identification of the believer with Christ in His death and 
then in His resurrection (2:20; cf. 3:1).  A genuine teacher not only informs his 
people about what is wrong, but he also guides them into what is right.  The two 
major divisions of this section are developed around two commands: “seek” and 
“set.” 
p. 126 
 
 
 
C. Henry says: 
 
1.  The New and the Old (3:1-11) 
 
 Paul has already reminded his readers that they have “died” with Christ 
(2:20).  He returns to the metaphor, pointing out that it is not merely negative, 
but positive.  Christians have “been raised with Christ.”  In Him they have 
entered into a new life.  This will involve certain negations, but primarily it is a 
joyous and positive affair.  So Paul turns his readers’ attention to the place of 
Christ at God’s right hand (notice the implications of this for “the finished work 
of Christ”), and urges them to base their conduct on that. 
pp. 327-8 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
EXHORTATIONS TO HEAVENLY AIMS, AS OPPOSED TO EARTHLY, ON THE GROUND OF 
UNION TO THE RISEN SAVIOUR; TO MORTIFY AND PUT OFF THE OLD MAN, AND TO 
PUT ON THE NEW; IN CHARITY, HUMILITY, WORDS OF EDIFICATION, THANKFULNESS; 
RELATIVE DUTIES. 
p. 1324 
 
 
 
King says: 
 
IT IS very evident that life for the Christian is intended to be very different from 
that of the worldling—different in nature, different in outlook, different in 
interests, different in aim.  His rightful ambition is indicated in our present 
passage.  It is described here as a resurrection life—“If ye then be risen with 
CHRIST”, 1; and in Philippians iii. 10 it is perfected in “the power of His 
resurrection”. 
p. 73 
 
 
 
Laurin says: 
 
 BOTH character and conduct come into view in this chapter, but it is with 
the emphasis on character which determines the nature of our conduct.  
Character is presented in terms of clothing. 
I. THE NEW WARDROBE OF GRACE.  3:1-14. 
 In this new wardrobe of grace there will be found the clothing that every 
well-dressed Christian will wear.  There consequently appear items of character-
clothing which are to be reflected in the conduct of the Christian. 
 Behavior is determined by character.  There may be mitigating 
circumstances in the environment which serve to swing the balance of action in 
one direction or another, but the mainspring of action and the determining factor 
in behavior is character.  
p. 110 
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Lenski says: 
 
The Colossians should ignore all these pestiferous Judaistic rules and 
regulations and simply live the plain, true, joyful, prayerful Christian life.  That 
is to be their answer to the Judaizers. 
p. 147 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 Now he proceeds to delineate the true Christian life which results from 
the true doctrine; and he shows that this is the opposite of the life the Judaizers 
try to live in accord with their doctrine.  Through Paul’s entire outline of the 
Christian life runs this deep and vital opposition.  The Colossians are not to 
adopt some peculiar type of Christian life in order to meet the kind of life the 
Judaizers advocate, there is only one type of Christian life.  It is this genuine 
Christian life that ever stands like a rock against all errorists, hence also 
against the type of life these Judaizers would foist upon the Colossians. 
p. 148 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
‘If this be so; if ye were raised with Christ, if ye were translated into heaven, 
what follows?  Why you must realise the change.  All your aims must centre in 
heaven, where reigns the Christ the Christ who has thus exalted you, enthroned 
on God’s right hand.  All your thoughts must abide in heaven, not on the earth.  
For, I say it once again, you have nothing to do with mundane things: you died, 
died once for all in the world: you are living another life.  This life indeed is 
hidden now: it has no outward splendour as men count splendour; for it is a life 
with Christ, a life in God.  But the veil will not always shroud it.  Christ, our life, 
shall be manifested hereafter; then ye also shall be manifested with Him and the 
world shall see your glory.’ 
p. 208 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 Paradoxically, before Christians can reach the world, they must first leave 
it.  In Galatians 1:4 Paul affirmed that Christ “gave Himself for our sins, that He 
might deliver us out of this present evil age.”  Christians are of Christ’s 
kingdom, which is not of this world (John 18:36).  We have overcome the world 
through faith in Christ (1 John 5:4-5). 
p. 125 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Our spiritual growth, joy, and fruitfulness require that we maintain a 
proper perspective on this world.  We are “strangers and exiles on the earth” 
(Heb. 11:13), because “here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the 
city which is to come” (Heb. 13:14).  “Our citizenship is in heaven, from which 
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20).  We are 
“aliens and strangers” on this earth (1 Pet. 2:11).  We are in the world, but not of 
the world.  Until we realize that basic truth and live it, we will be ineffective in 
reaching the world with the truth of the gospel. 
p. 126 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 Of Robert Murray McCheyne, the devout nineteenth-century Scottish 
pastor and evangelist, a friend once said, “The man of whom I speak seemed to 
have got up to the full height . . . and to have entered into the secret places of the 
holiness of God.”  When McCheyne preached the gospel, “you could see strong 
men, hard and stern, melt as wax before the fire.  Their breasts would swell and 
heave as if they would burst and the whole place became a place of weepers.”  He 
learned to live in the heavenlies to reach souls on earth.  He was fulfilling the 
command of Romans 12:2: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 
p. 126 
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McGee says: 
 
 We come now to the line of division in this little epistle, which conforms to 
Paul’s regular way of dividing his epistles.  He always gives the doctrinal section 
and then the practical section.  Chapters 3 and 4 comprise the practical section 
of Colossians. 
p. 353 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
 The short section of four verses commencing with the words . ..  (“since 
therefore you were raised with Christ”) serves as an important transition piece 
in the letter . . . 
p. 157 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
 The major hortatory section of the letter begins with Paul’s reminder that 
the Colossians not only died with Christ in his death (2:20, cf. vv 11, 12) but they 
were also raised from the dead with him . . .  This short paragraph of four verses 
also concludes the “doctrinal” section of the epistle for it rounds out what has 
previously been said by the apostle against the “philosophy” of the false teachers 
(2:8-23) presenting the true alternative to that teaching: since you have shared 
in Christ’s resurrection your aims, ambitions, in fact your whole outlook, are to 
be centered in him, in that place of highest honor where God has exalted him. 
p. 159 
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Patzia says: 
 
 It is quite common to discuss this characteristic as the indicative and the 
imperative of Paul’s theology.  Basically, it is the “you are” and the “you ought” 
of the Christian life.  In some ways this concept comes across as a paradox in 
Paul’s thought.  On the one hand, he can say that, by virtue of his or her position 
in Christ, the believer is “dead to sin,” “light in the Lord,” “a new creature,” and 
so forth.  But then on the other hand, Paul says, “Now become what you are,” 
that is, live as if you were dead to sin, light in the Lord, new creatures.  
p. 68 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 The paragraph now opening up before us is one of the superlative 
paragraphs of Scripture.  Paul takes us into the bank of heaven.  He shows us 
the illimitable resources of the living God that fill the vaults and every available 
nook and cranny of space.  “Help yourself,” He tells us.  “It’s all yours.”  This is 
better than anything to be found on some fabled treasure isle. 
p. 158 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 The soaring sentences that begin this new section of the Colossian 
masterpiece are sublime beyond all merely human thought.  They are written, 
however, in a very specific context.  They are designed to direct us away, once 
and for all, from all cultic solutions to the problem of ingrained sin.  Paul wants 
us to live above the world.  We are in the world, but we are not of the world.  
Sin’s temptations assail us from without.  Our sinful temperament attacks us 
from within.  The answer to it all is Christ. 
 “The verses,” says Handley Moule, “are a chain of God’s indissoluble facts 
for the Christian’s use amidst the formidable facts of the devil, the world, and 
the flesh.”1 
 
1. Handley Moule, Colossians and Philemon Studies (Westwood, N.J.: Revell, 1897), 192. 
p. 159 
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Radmacher & Allen say: 
 
 3:1-4 Paul’s exhortations in ch. 3 are practical applications of the doctrine 
he has presented in ch. 2.  if . . . you were raised with Christ: Paul ties his 
ethical teaching (v.5) to the doctrine of the Resurrection (2:12, 13). 
p. 1566 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
 Having laid the doctrinal foundation, Paul now makes the personal 
application, for truth is something to live as well as to learn. 
 Put to death (1-7).  In Christ, you have died to the old life and been raised 
to a new life (Rom. 6:1–14; Eph. 2:1–10), so make the new life the focus of your 
attention.  Set your mind on it; seek to experience all that you have in Christ. 
 Put off (8-9).  Like Lazarus (John 11:44), you must get rid of the 
graveclothes that belong to the old life.  By faith, put off the old sins that bound 
you; Christ has set you free. 
pp. 784-5 
 
 
Let’s prepare our hearts now to launch into these FIRST ELEVEN VERSES of 
Colossians 3. 
 
 
Our KEY VERSE is going to be verse 2: 
 

“Be setting your mind upon things above, not the things on the earth.” 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

21 

We are going to TRACE FIVE COMMANDS through these eleven verses: 
 

COMMAND #1: verse 1—“BE SEEKING THE THINGS ABOVE, 
WHERE CHRIST IS SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND 
OF GOD,” 

 
COMMAND #2: verse 2—“BE SETTING YOUR MIND UPON THINGS 

ABOVE, NOT THE THINGS ON THE EARTH,” 
 
COMMAND #3: verse 5—“PUT TO DEATH, THEREFORE, YOUR 

MEMBERS WHICH ARE UPON THE EARTH,” 
 
COMMAND #4: verse 8—“PUT AWAY ALSO ALL THESE THINGS,” 

and 
 
COMMAND #5: verse 9—“STOP LYING TO ONE ANOTHER.” 

 
 
Let’s meditate on a couple of thoughts. 
 
 
 
Corrie Ten Boom said: 
 
“Where am I exactly?  Already, at this moment, I am in Him and underneath me 
are His eternal arms.” 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 
Thomas Brooks said: 
 
“Surely they do not truly love Christ who love anything more than Christ.” 
(source unknown) 
 
 
Let’s dig into these eleven verses and ask the Spirit of God to reveal to us the 
truth that He would have us understand from this passage. 
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v. 1  Since, therefore, you were raised with Christ, be seeking the things above, 
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

 
 
 
The NET Bible titles this section: 
 

Exhortations To Seek the Things Above 
 
 
 
The NET Bible then translates verse 1: 
 

Therefore, if you have been raised with Christ, keep seeking the things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 1: 
 

So if you’re serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act 
like it.  Pursue the things over which Christ presides.   
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these first four verses: 
 
Seeking spiritual values 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says on verse 1: 
 
 

3:1. Since believers have not only died with Christ but have also been 
raised with Christ . . . they should set their hearts on things above.  That is, 
believers’ lives should be dominated by the pattern of heaven, bringing heavenly 
direction to their earthly duties.  “Set” (zēteite) means “to seek or strive for 
earnestly” . . . Fixing their attention decisively toward “things above” involves 
centering their lives on the ascended . . ., glorified . . . Christ, who is seated at 
the right hand of God . . . This is His seat of divine authority because He has 
defeated the forces of evil and death . . . 
 
 
Paul is now moving: 
 

OUT OF THE CLASSROOM  
 
INTO EVERYDAY LIFE 

 
 
From the: 
 

DOCTRINAL part of the Epistle in the first two chapters, 
 
to the PRACTICAL in these last two chapters. 
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“SINCE, THEREFORE, YOU WERE RAISED WITH CHRIST.” 
 
 
This TAKES US BACK to: 
 
Colossians 2:12 (DAV) 
 

having been buried with Him in the baptism, in which you were also 
raised with Him through your faith in the working of God, who raised 
Him from the dead. 

 
 
Colossians 2:20-21 (DAV) 
 

If you died with Christ from the elementary things of the world, why,  
as living in the world, are you submitting yourselves to legal requirements 
. . . 

 
This is truth that he is expounding upon now: 
 

“Instead of doing this, do what I am about to tell you.” 
 
 
Ephesians 2:5-6 (TLB) 
 

that even though we were spiritually dead and doomed by our sins, he 
gave us back our lives again when he raised Christ from the dead—only 
by his undeserved favor have we ever been saved—and lifted us up from 
the grave into glory along with Christ, where we sit with him in the 
heavenly realms—all because of what Christ Jesus did. 

 
 
 
Jesus died and we died with Him,  

buried in His grave we lay.   
One in Him in resurrection,  

soon with Him in heaven’s bright day. 
Death and judgment are behind us, 

grace and glory are before. 
All the billows rolled o’er Jesus 

there exhausted all their power. 
(source unknown) 
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Since we were raised with Christ there are TWO THINGS we should be doing.  
The first one is found here in verse 1: 
 

1. “BE SEEKING THE THINGS ABOVE, WHERE CHRIST IS 
SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD.”  

 
 
Matthew 6:33 (NASB) 
 

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added to you. 

 
 
Instead of seeking: 
 

FAME, 
 

WEALTH, 
 

POPULARITY, and 
 

HONOR, 
 
as Christians we should be concentrating on those “THINGS ABOVE.” 
 
 
We ask ourselves the QUESTIONS: 
 

WHAT ARE OUR PRIORITIES? 
 
WHAT IS OUR FIRST LOVE? 

 
 
In essence, we are told to CONCENTRATE ON COMMUNION—be thinking 
about: 
 

HEAVEN and 
 
HOME. 
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With the Apostle Paul we would say in: 
 
Philippians 3:10 (NASB) 
 

that I may know Him [Christ], and the power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death 

 
 
Instead of seeking to follow a set of external rules which cannot satisfy, I am 
challenged to seek those “THINGS ABOVE.” 
 
 
When I am “SEEKING THE THINGS ABOVE” I am seeking: 
 

FELLOWSHIP and COMMUNION with my Father, and  
 
a DEEPER EXPERIENCE with Jesus Christ. 

 
 
I am: 
 

LAYING UP TREASURE, 
 
BEARING FRUIT, and 
 
SERVING THE BODY OF CHRIST. 

 
 
DEMAND #1 in our passage is: 
 

“BE SEEKING THE THINGS ABOVE, WHERE CHRIST IS SEATED AT 
THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD.”  

 
 
This is a PRESENT IMPERATIVE.  This is something we do on a regular basis. 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

27 

Anders says: 
 
 3:1.  Colossians 3:1-4 is a hinge between the primarily doctrinal section of 
chapters 1-2 and the primarily practical section of chapters 3-4.  These verses 
conclude the polemic against the false teachers with further exaltation of the 
supremacy of Jesus, and they provide the starting point for the alternative to the 
false teaching with exhortation to make Christ central in all areas of life. 
p. 326 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 On the basis of this mystical but real experience with Christ, Paul urges 
the Colossians to seek heavenly things (v.1) and set their minds on them (v.2).  
As a further incentive, he reminds them that their lives are now securely hidden 
with Christ in God and thus belong to the invisible realm; they now live in a 
totally different sphere of being (v.3).  Their lives, however, will not always be 
hidden in this way.  When Christ appears, there will be a glorious manifestation 
of who they truly are (v.4). 
p. 833 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
1 To set the heart on (lit, “seek”; GK 2426) things above is to desire and to strive 
for heavenly things.  It is to see to it that one’s interests are constantly centered 
in Christ, that one’s attitudes, ambitions, and whole outlook on life are molded 
by Christ’s relationship to the believer, and that one’s allegiance to him takes 
precedence over all earthly allegiances.  The description of Christ as “seated at 
the right hand of God” is another implied rejoinder to those who were seeking to 
diminish Christ’s role as mediator, inasmuch as the right hand of God is a 
metaphor for the place of supreme privilege and divine authority. 
p. 833 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

28 

Baxter says: 
 
Notice the three tenses of the believer’s union with Christ, in the opening 
paragraph of this third chapter: 
 

Past tense  ––“If ye then were raised with Christ.” 
Present tense ––“Your life is hid with Christ in God.” 
Future tense  ––“When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then 
        shall ye also appear with Him in glory.” 

 
 Going with these three tenses are two admonitions:  “Seek those things 
which are above”; “set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.”  
Oh, that increasingly we may become heavenly-minded, not in any dreamy, 
merely mystical sense, but in the sense of prayerful, practical Christlike 
godliness––until we “appear with Him in glory”!  Remember, our dear Lord 
Himself once said: “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 
p. 209 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
The Colossians are reminded that they not only died with Christ; they were 
raised from the dead with him too—as indeed they have already been told (Col. 
2:12).  When Christ left the tomb, he was raised on high, and is now enthroned 
in glory, at God’s right hand.  What does this mean for those who by faith have 
been united with him in his death and resurrection?  They continue to live on 
earth in their mortal bodies, but they have embarked on a new way of life.  The 
motive power enabling them to follow this new way of life is imparted by him 
from the glory in which he now lives.  Since his people share his risen life, their 
interests are now centered in him; his interests, in fact, have become theirs.  
They must therefore pursue those things which belong to the heavenly realm 
where he reigns; their mind, their attitude, their ambition, their whole outlook 
must be characterized by their living bond with the ascended Christ. 
p. 131 
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Carson says: 
 
a. New aims for new men (iii. 1-4) 
1, 2.  It is typical of Paul that having laid a doctrinal foundation he proceeds to 
erect an ethical superstructure.  Hence we have the transition here from 
theological statement to practical precept.  The Christian, he says, has 
experienced a radical change of spiritual environment and this should affect his 
whole mode of life.  Having been raised with Christ he now moves in a new 
sphere.  This should mean that he has a new aim in life.  Normal human 
ambition is in terms of this world.  But the one who has been raised with Christ 
sees things from an eternal perspective, and so should aim that his life on earth 
should be dominated by the pattern of life seen in the glorified Christ.  The right 
hand of God is the place of holiness, of intercession, and of power.  Hence to seek 
those things which are above is to aim at emulating the characteristics of the 
Christ of glory.  Thus growth in holiness, depth in prayer, and advance in 
spiritual power should be the aims which fill the believer’s horizon. 
pp. 79-80 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
Their union with Him will lead their thoughts to Him.  Whatever the character 
of the things to be sought may be, they are to be found with Christ.  Truth and 
blessing are from Him—promise and hope centre in Him.  Whether the “things 
above” be a fuller glimpse of heaven, a higher preparation for it, or a sweeter 
foretaste of it; whether it be to learn its songs, reach a deeper sympathy with its 
enjoyments, or realize a living unity with its population; still, Christ at God’s 
right hand enjoys a special pre-eminence, as those attainments are from Him, 
and the song, the service, and the inhabitants of heaven, have Him as object, or 
as Lord. 
p. 214 
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Eadie says: 
 
As the salvation which they experience comes from that blood by the shedding of 
which He rose to His glorious position—as there He intercedes so effectually, 
and governs so graciously, by word, providence, and Spirit—as there He holds 
heaven in their name, and prepares them for it—as their present life and peace 
originate in union with Him—a union to be realized yet more vividly when He 
shall bid them “come up hither;” therefore should their desires stretch away 
upward and onward towards Him and the scene he occupies “on the right hand 
of the glorious majesty.”  “An high look,” though it be sin in ordinary things, and 
be the index of a proud heart, is yet the true aspect of an humble believer. 
 The form of expression, “things above,” while it has a distinctive meaning 
in Christianity, and is not a mere image, is one that is also based on our moral 
nature. 
p. 214 
 
 
 
Fergusson says: 
 
 10.  Jesus Christ in his human nature is now in heaven, and not upon 
earth; else the apostle’s argument would not hold, “to seek things which are 
above,” because “he is there.” 
p. 357 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 The present imperative stresses constant, daily seeking . . . It can be 
translated: “Keep on seeking.”  Christian perfection is a goal which demands 
diligent pursuit.  The horizon of spiritual attainment grows broader as the 
believer advances higher and further into the will of God. 
p. 127 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

31 

Hendriksen says: 
 
 1.  Consistency requires that believers live in conformity with the fact that 
they were raised with Christ, who is not only the Object of their faith (chapters 1 
and 2) but also the Source of their life (chapters 3 and 4).  Of course, the line 
between these two divisions is not sharp.  There is considerable overlapping.  
There is, however, a difference in emphasis. 
 Between Colossians 3 and that which precedes there is a close connection.  
The opening words of Col. 3, If then you were raised with Christ, resume the 
thought already expressed in 2:12, 13, “raised with him . . . made alive with him” 
and are the counterpart of 2:20, “If with Christ you died to the rudiments of the 
world. . . .” 
p. 139 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
The verb seek implies persevering effort; hence, the rendering, “Be constantly 
seeking,” is not incorrect.  This seeking, moreover, is more than a seeking to 
discover.  It is a seeking to obtain (cf. Matt. 6:33; 13:45).  The emphasis, though, 
is not on the seeking but on the object sought.  A precise rendering would be, 
“the things that are above [placed forward for emphasis] be constantly seeking.”  
Seeking to obtain is a common activity, but seeking to obtain the right treasures 
is not nearly so common, and therefore requires emphasis.  These things that are 
above are the spiritual values embedded in the heart of the exalted Mediator in 
glory, whence, without loss to himself, they are bestowed upon those who 
humbly ask for them and diligently seek them . . . 
p. 140 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
As the context indicates, the apostle has reference to such realities as 
tenderheartedness, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering, patience, the 
forgiving spirit, and above all love (3:12 ff.).  Surely, if the hearts of believers are 
filled with such bounties there will be no room for fleshly indulgence.  Here, 
then, is the true solution. 
p. 140 
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Hendriksen says: 
 
 Those that seek to obtain these “things that are above” are not chasing 
phantoms but are gathering priceless treasures.  They are not the kind of people 
who forget about their duty in the here and now.  On the contrary, they are very 
practical, for the graces that have been enumerated enable them not only to gain 
victory upon victory in their struggle against fleshly indulgence but also to be 
truthfully “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” . . . 
pp. 140-41 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
What are “things above”?  Certainly they are not the physical things of Heaven, 
such as Christ’s literal throne at the Father’s right hand.  Paul and the other 
apostles knew they were using figurative language.  Luther railed at the erring 
artists of the Middle Ages, “Oh, that heaven of the charlatans, with its golden 
chair and Christ seated at the Father’s side vested in a choir cope and a golden 
robe, as the painters love to portray Him!”  “Things above” were not material, 
but rather have to do with Christ’s sovereign reign over the universe as he fills 
the universe with his power.  They include his character, his presence, his 
heavenly joys.  We are not to be seeking heavenly geography, but the One who 
dwells there. 
pp. 89-90 
 
 
 
Ironside says: 
 
 Occupation, then, with Christ risen in the energy of the Holy Spirit, is the 
power for holiness.  We are called upon to seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Our real life is there, our truest, 
best interests are all identified with Him.  Heavenly-mindedness is the natural, 
or I should say, spiritual outcome of this realization.  As the heart is taken up 
with Him we will be concerned about representing Him aright in this world 
where He is still rejected and His claims refused. 
p. 120 
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King says: 
 
In chapter iii here, it is not, “If ye then be risen with CHRIST”, but as the 
Professor has it, “Since, then, you have been raised with CHRIST”.  There is no 
doubt about it.  The apostle is writing to these people as Christians; and of all 
such it is indubitably true that these two basic certitudes abide.  In view of their 
union with CHRIST, thank GOD, they are dead men; and, praise GOD, they are 
risen men.  There is no “if” about either case, but the consequential “as”, and 
“since”. 
p. 73 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
“Where” marks “the things above” as the region of the heavenly things of the 
Messianic salvation; “Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God” indicates both 
the exultation after deep humiliation and certain rest after severe conflict. 
p. 61 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
‘Cease to concentrate your energies, your thoughts on mundane ordinances, and 
realise your new and heavenly life, of which Christ is the pole-star.’ 
p. 209 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 The present tense of zēteō (keep seeking) indicates continuous action.  
Preoccupation with the eternal realities that are ours in Christ is to be the 
pattern of the believer’s life.  Jesus put it this way: “Seek first His kingdom and 
His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you” (Matt. 6:33).  Paul 
is not advocating a form of mysticism.  Rather, he desires that the Colossians’ 
preoccupation with heaven govern their earthly responses.  To be preoccupied 
with heaven is to be preoccupied with the One who reigns there and His 
purposes, plans, provisions, and power.  It is also to view the things, people, and 
events of this world through His eyes and with an eternal perspective. 
p. 128 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 The things above refers to the heavenly realm and hones in on the 
spiritual values that characterize Christ, such as tenderness, kindness, 
meekness, patience, wisdom, forgiveness, strength, purity, and love. 
p. 128 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
This verb actually means “to be co-resurrected.”  Because of their union with 
Christ, believers spiritually entered His death and Resurrection at the moment 
of their conversion (see notes on Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 2:20) and have been and are 
now alive in Him so that they understand spiritual truth, realities, blessings, 
and the will of God. 
p. 1740 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
May I say to you from my heart, get through to Christ.  “Seek those things which 
are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God.” 
p. 355 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
The first command is, “Set your heart on things above” (3:1).  The second 
command parallels it: “Set your minds on things above” (3:2).  The primary 
difference is the difference between “mind” and “heart.” 
p. 280 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
The present imperative shows that a continuous ongoing effort is required, 
something that would not occur naturally. 
p. 160 
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O’Brien says: 
 
The basic reason for seeking the heavenly realm is that this is “where Christ is.” 
p. 161 
 
 
 
Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
These phrases seem to import (1.) that we should put the highest estimate and 
value on things above.  (2.) That we should have them fixed on our spirits, and 
familiarly occurring to our thoughts, by fervent meditations and serious 
reflections on them. 
p. 790 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
By above, Paul means that unseen realm of spiritual reality, the eternal world in 
contrast to a world that is earthly and transitory. 
p. 70 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
The things that are above . . . “The upward things” (cf. Phil. 3:14), the treasure 
in heaven (Matt. 6:20).  Paul gives this ideal and goal in place of merely ascetic 
rules. 
p. 500 
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Robertson says: 
 
 Paul boldly carries the picture to the highest plane.  We are now on the 
other side of the grave and are walking with Christ.  Here in this Beulah land of 
the spirit the Christian has new ideals to inspire and hold him to the highest 
things.  “Keep on seeking the upward things.”  The Christian has the call 
upward and must heed it.  It is like the skylark that sings his glorious song as he 
flies upward into the skies.  “All your aims must centre in heaven, where reigns 
the Christ who has thus exalted you, enthroned on God’s right hand” (Lightfoot).  
The Jerusalem above (Gal. 4:26) is the disciple’s real home.  He is a citizen of 
heaven (Phil. 3:20) and must live here in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ . . . 
pp. 96-97 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 What a magnet to draw us towards heaven should this fact be,—that 
Christ sitteth at God’s right hand.  Where should the wife’s thoughts be when 
her husband is away but with the absent and beloved one?  You know, brethren, 
it is not otherwise with us; the objects of our affection are always followed by our 
thoughts.  Let Jesus, then, be as a great loadstone, drawing our meditations and 
affections towards Himself.  He is sitting, for His work is done; as it is written, 
“This Man, when He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down at the 
right hand of God.”  Let us rise and rest with Him.  He is sitting on a throne.  
Observe His majesty, delight in His power, and trust in His dominion.  He is 
sitting at the right hand of God in the place of honour and favour.  This is a proof 
that we are beloved and favoured of God, for our representative has the choicest 
place, at God’s right hand. 
p. 625 
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Sturz says: 
 
Did you ever stop to think what it is to be raised with Him?  First we must be 
dead to the world, to other religions, and most of all to self.  Then we walk in 
newness of divine life.  Just as death and sin had no hold on Him after the 
resurrection, they should have none on us (Rom. 6:6-13).  Beyond that we are 
somehow already in the heavenlies (Eph. 2:6).  On the basis of our being raised 
with Him, Paul commands seek the things [which are] above.  “Life on a higher 
plane” is neither automatic nor easy.  It requires constant effort to find and 
fulfill.  We must seek God’s will, yes, God Himself. 
p. 91 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 Paul comes in this passage to draw a contrast between the life bound 
down to the negative shadowland of regulations and the positive persuasiveness 
of a totally new quality of existence made known in Christ.  Thus he begins with 
the glorious affirmation, “If ye then be risen with Christ” (Col. 3:1). 
pp. 124-5 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 There is nothing we can do to raise ourselves into newness of life.  This 
has been done for us—“If ye then be risen with Christ.”  But there is something 
which we must do as a consequence.  If a man is risen with Christ it must follow 
as the night the day that he must seek the things above, where “Christ sitteth on 
the right hand of God,” where Christ is in control.  We must focus our desires 
and thoughts on heaven, the realm where our risen Master reigns. 
pp. 126-7 
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Wuest says: 
 
 The Greek text follows: “The things above be constantly seeking.”  The 
word “things” is in the emphatic position, contrasting the above things with 
those earthly things which the heretics were seeking after.  The word “above” is 
anō.  Kata means “down,” anō, “above, a higher place.”  The reference is to 
heavenly things.  The word is defined as to the location to which it refers by the 
words, “where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.”  That is a place, heaven 
itself, where a glorified Man, Himself God the Son, is seated, His work of 
salvation finished. 
 Translation.  In view of the fact, therefore, that you were raised with 
Christ, the things above be constantly seeking, where Christ is, on the right 
hand of God, seated.  
p. 217 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
 In view of the fact, therefore, that you were raised with Christ, the things 
above be constantly seeking, where Christ is, on the right hand of God, seated.  
The things above be constantly setting your mind upon, not the things on the 
earth; for you died, and your life has been hidden with Christ in God.  Whenever 
the Christ is made visible, our life, then also you with Him shall be manifested 
in glory. 
p. 37 
 
 
 
(Take My Heart, O God: Riches from the Greatest Christian Women Writers of 

All Times by Sarah Young)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– 
Worthy Media, Inc., 2010. 

 
Uncrowd my heart, O God, / until silence speaks, / in your still, small voice, / 
turn me . . . to listening, waiting, stillness, silence. 

––ESTHER DEWAAL 
p. 1/5 
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I love the way Peterson paraphrases: 
 
Psalm 46:10 (MSG) 
 
 “Step out of the traffic!  Take a long, 
  loving look at me, your High Good, 
  above politics, above everything.” 
 
 
 
(The Glorious Pursuit: Embracing the Virtues of Christ by Gary L. Thomas)  

Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress. Copyright– Gary Thomas, 1998. 
 
 An undisciplined inner life—one that is attached to the world even as it 
seeks to fight it—is misery defined.  Some of us live spiritually like a person on a 
diet who has a freezer full of Häagen-Daz ice cream.  If you’re serious about the 
diet, you’ll get the ice cream out of the house, right?  Otherwise, you’ll simply 
make yourself miserable.  We halfheartedly want to follow God and live holy 
lives, all the while surrounding ourselves with temptation. 
p. 76 
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v. 2  Be setting your mind upon things above, not the things on the earth.  
 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 2: 
 

Keep thinking about things above, not things on the earth, 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 2: 
 

Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things right in 
front of you.  Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ—
that’s where the action is.  See things from his perspective.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 

3:2.  Also Paul wrote, Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things.  That is, concentrate your concern on the eternal, not the temporal.  “Fix 
[your] eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” . . . The similarity of the two 
commands in Colossians 3:1-2 reinforces their impact.  “Set your hearts on 
things above” . . . and “Set your minds on things above” . . . The first suggests 
striving; the second suggests concentrating. 

Paul was not enjoining an other-world asceticism; he had just condemned 
that . . . He was saying that life in this world will be better if it is lived by a 
power beyond this world, the power of the resurrected, ascended, glorified 
Christ.  The “earthly things” . . . “things upon the earth,” . . . to be avoided are 
moral, not physical . . . Paul was not encouraging a kind of Gnostic disdain for 
material things.  Every physical thing God created, including the body and sex, 
is good . . . However, since having a physical body does give occasion for the 
works of the . . . flesh . . . Paul warned against setting one’s affections in this 
area and perverting God’s purpose for them. 
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“Since . . . [we] were raised with Christ” we are to: 
 

1. “be seeking the things above” and 
 
2. “BE SETTING YOUR MIND UPON THINGS ABOVE, NOT THE 

THINGS ON THE EARTH.” 
 
 
“BE SETTING YOUR MIND UPON THINGS ABOVE” so that you are not 
“puffed up by the mind of the flesh” (Colossians 2:18 DAV). 
 
 
You can control your mind-set.  See it simple.  Keep it positive. 
 
 
Keep your HEAD IN HEAVEN and your FEET UPON THE EARTH. 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
“Keep on thinking about [the things above].” . . . The Christian has to keep his 
feet upon the earth, but his head in the heavens.  He must be heavenly-minded 
here on earth and so help to make earth like heaven. 
p. 500 
 
 
Isaiah 50:7 (KJV) 
 

For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: 
therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be 
ashamed. 

 
 
Romans 13:14 (TLB) 
 

But ask the Lord Jesus Christ to help you live as you should, and don’t 
make plans to enjoy evil. 
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Philippians 4:8 (TLB) 
 

And now, brothers, as I close this letter let me say this one more thing: 
Fix your thoughts on what is true and good and right.  Think about things 
that are pure and lovely, and dwell on the fine, good things in others.  
Think about all you can praise God for and be glad about.   

 
 
We have the POSITIVE and NEGATIVE emphasis in this verse: 
 

POSITIVELY—“BE SETTING OUR MINDS UPON THINGS ABOVE” and 
 
NEGATIVELY—“NOT ON THE THINGS ON THE EARTH.” 

 
 
In these verses we are getting the Apostle Paul’s plan for a TRANSFORMED 
LIFE—life lived on a heavenly plain. 
 
 
 
C. H. Moule says of this verse: 
 
We hunger for a holiness which is real before God in root and real before people 
in fruit. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
The only way I am going to be SEEKING HEAVEN is to be THINKING HEAVEN. 
 
 
The more I think about the Lord Jesus and my eternal destiny with Him, the 
more the things of this life are placed in their proper perspectives; and I see the 
relative unimportance of things here in comparison to eternal things. 
 
 
I have chosen this verse as our KEY VERSE for: 
 

Stage #8: Christ in My Mind 
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The QUESTIONS for consideration are simply this: 
 

Have you made Christ the Lord of your mind? 
 
Have you been concerned about your thought-life? 

 
 
It is in this crucial area that so many CHRISTIANS ARE DEFEATED, because: 
 

they think IMPURE THOUGHTS,  
 
they do IMPURE THINGS.   

 
 
Because they think THOUGHTS OF THIS WORLD, and think about security 
here and now, they fail to think about: 
 

THOUGHTS OF HEAVEN and  
 
THE JOY OF BEING FOREVER WITH THE LORD. 

 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
 e.  It is an upward-looking life.  Paul writes to the Colossians: “Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth” (Col. 3:2).  The 
Greek word for “man” is anthrōpos, and in popular etymology the Greeks 
declared that anthrōpos literally means “the upward looker.”  Man’s very 
physical form is the proof that he was designed by God to look up.  Nonetheless, 
the fact is that there are many men who become so immersed in, and so 
concerned with, the things of this world that they cease to look up; their 
thoughts and plans and ambitions become limited to this earth. 
p. 92 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
2 The NIV interprets the commands of vv.1-2 as essentially the same.  There 
may, however, be a slight difference.  Setting the heart on things above (v.1) is 
descriptive of one’s aim for the practical pursuit of the Christian life.  Setting the 
mind (v.2) on things above refers more to one’s inner disposition.  There is, of 
course, an intimate connection between the two. 
p. 833 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 To set the mind on (lit., “think on”; GK 5858) things above has the 
connotation of giving heavenly things a large place in one’s thought life––seeing 
to it that the governing tendency of thought and will is toward God.  
p. 833 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 2  Aim then at what is above, says Paul; set your minds on that and let it 
give character to your outlook on everything.  The Gnostics also believed in 
aiming at what was above.  They were seriously concerned with living on a 
higher plane than theirs.  Go in for the higher things (he says)—higher things 
than the principalities and powers which dominate the planetary spheres, for 
Christ has ascended far above these.  Don’t let your ambitions be earthbound, 
set on transitory and inferior objects.  Don’t look at life and the universe from 
the standpoint of these lower planes; look at them from Christ’s exalted 
standpoint.  Judge everything by the standards of that new creation to which 
you now belong, not by those of the old order to which you have said a final 
farewell. 
p. 134 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

45 

Carson says: 
 
 He should also have a new attitude of mind.  In face of the constant battle 
with temptation at the level of the thought-life, the believer must not only resist 
evil thoughts, but positively set his thoughts on the things of God.  The things of 
earth are at best temporary.  Thus it is vanity and vexation of spirit to set his 
thoughts on things which are fleeting.  The things above are eternal, so there is 
a depth of quality and an abiding value which merits the concentration of his 
mind upon them.  
p. 80 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
The sure safeguard against seeking things below, is not to set the mind upon 
them. 
p. 215 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
Attachment to things on the earth is unworthy of one who has risen with Christ, 
for they are beneath him, and the love of them is not at all in harmony with his 
position and prospects.  What can wealth achieve for him who has treasure laid 
up in heaven?  Or honour for him who is already enthroned in the heavenly 
places?  Or pleasure for him who revels in “newness of life?”  Or power for him 
who is endowed with a moral omnipotence?  Or fame for him who enjoys the 
approval of God?  Nay, too often when the “things on earth,” are possessed, they 
concentrate the heart upon them, and the “look and thoughts are downward 
bent.”  Bishop Wilson on this place observes—“for things on earth too naturally 
draw us down, attract us, fix us.  Esau’s red pottage prevails over the birthright.  
The guests in the parable turn away to their land, or oxen, or families.  The 
Gadarene mind wishes Christ to depart from its coasts.”1 
 
1Lectures on Colossians, p. 282, 3d ed. 
p. 215 
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Hendriksen says: 
 
 This positive method of overcoming sin is characteristic of Paul’s teaching.  
Note the following: 
 
 “Overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21); 

“Put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh”  
(Rom. 13:14); 

“Walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh  
(Gal. 5:16); and 

“For the rest, brothers, whatsoever things are true . . . honorable . . . just  
. . . pure . . . lovely . . . of good report . . . be thinking about these things . . . 

and the God of peace will be with you” (Phil. 4:8, 9). 
 
 The same truth is illustrated in Col. 3:12-17.  This is the only effective 
way to “put to death the members that are upon the earth” . . .  
p. 141 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
. . . Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth.  Upon the 
wings of affection the heart soars upwards.  Things on earth are here set in 
opposition to things above.  Heaven and earth are contrary one to the other, and 
the prevalence of our affection to one will proportionably weaken our affection to 
the other. 
p. 1873 
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Hughes says: 
 
 Furthermore, the verb “set” is in the present imperative, which means a 
continuous, ongoing effort is required.  We are to persistently seek and keep on 
seeking.  Life abounds with examples of the persistence we are called to.  Albert 
Einstein was dismissed from school in Munich because he was thought to lack 
interest in his studies.  He next failed to pass an examination to enter a 
polytechnic school in Zurich.  He became a tutor for the boys in a Zurich 
boarding house, but was soon fired.  But he persisted over and over again, and 
you know how that story ended. 
 Or consider the folklore about Lou Gehrig who, as an awkward rookie, 
was observed by Ty Cobb, who said, “Look at those piano legs—he’ll never last.”  
But with all his shortcomings, he set an all-time record of 2,130 consecutive 
games, the “Iron Man” of baseball.  Or there is the fabled record of archaeologist 
Howard Carter’s monumental persistence through tons of rubble and 
discouragement and ridicule which eventuated in his finding the priceless tomb 
and treasure of Tutankhamen, King Tut.  Such persistence is focused on rewards 
which, great as they are, cannot hold a candle to “things above.”  This heavenly 
seeking is to be foremost through prayer, as we ask, seek, and knock for the 
things above (Matthew 7:7; cf. Luke 18:1-5).  This seeking ought to pervade our 
conversations, friendships, studies, work—even our play.  And when it does, it 
will enhance our fullness in Christ. 
p. 90 
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Hughes says: 
 
 We see in these verses the “Great Divide” in the Christian life.  What we 
set our minds on determines our seeking and thus the direction of our Christian 
lives.  What do you think about when you have nothing else to do?  Some 
common-sense qualifications are in order here, because we all variously 
daydream about our favorite team or a coming vacation or our yard.  Sometimes 
we are under such pressures at home or work that we can scarcely think of 
anything else.  But these things aside, do our minds regularly go up to Christ 
and “things above”?  If they do not, we are in trouble.  The Bible says, “For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Luke 12:34; cf. Matthew 
6:21).  What will the divine post-mortem reveal to be our highest priority?  A 
dress?  A fishing pole?  Christ? 
 This mind-set begins with prayer: “Lord, set my mind on things above.”  
Jesus said, “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be given you” (John 15:7). 
 We must also remember that our mind-set is a deliberate act of the will.  
We set our minds on taking a vacation.  We set our minds on buying an object.  
We set our minds on finishing a project.  We can set our minds on “things above.” 
p. 91 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 We have the same reversal of the verb and the object.  “Keep seeking” and 
“keep minding” have practically the same force.  Lightfoot’s note: “You must not 
only seek heaven, you must think heaven,” . . . 
p. 151 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
“The things above” are defined as to their high nature by the clause “where 
Christ is” in his supreme exaltation, and thus they are the very opposite of the 
things on the earth of which the Judaizers were afraid. 
p. 151 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

49 

Lenski says: 
 
 The things above are all the great and blessed, truly spiritual things that 
are where Christ is, that come from him to us who are joined spiritually to his 
death, entombment, and resurrection, things that we must ever seek and mind. 
p. 152 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
Paul describes that preoccupation as being “transformed by the renewing of 
[your] mind” (Rom. 12:2).  In it we learn the true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, 
of good repute, excellent, and praiseworthy things our minds are to dwell on (cf. 
Phil. 4:8). 
 Such heavenly values dominating the mind produce godly behavior.  Sin 
will be conquered and humility, a sacrificial spirit, and assurance will result. 
p. 129 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
On the things above set your mind, the bent and tendency . . . of your thought 
and will, not on the things upon the earth, whether they be earthly gain or glory, 
or earthly expedients. 
 Ver. 3.  for moral strength and victory. 
p. 187 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
. . . where the cognate . . . [“way of thinking,” “aim”] also occurs) make it plain 
that the way one thinks is intimately related to the way one lives (whether as a 
Christian in the Spirit and by faith, or in the flesh, in sin and in spiritual death).  
“A man’s thinking and striving cannot be seen in isolation from the overall 
direction of his life; the latter will be reflected in the aims which he sets himself” 
. . . 
p. 163 
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Parker says: 
 
 “Set your affection on things above”: literally, Be heavenly-minded.  We 
know what that is in experience, although it is difficult to express it in words.  
Sometimes we care nothing for the earth, yea, sometimes we look upon it with 
contempt that cannot be expressed; we lift up all its attachments as a slave 
might lift a chain, we shake that chain and long to escape its bondage.  He who 
is heavenly-minded needs no label upon him to that effect: his smile is his 
certificate, his allusions are of the nature of aspiration, and of the nature of 
religious appreciation and praise; his rebukes are invested with terribleness, 
because they come, not from anger—a little spark that expires—but from 
wounded righteousness, the eternal flame.  By what figure shall we express this 
flight towards heaven?  The eagle is a bird much praised for soaring.  Do not join 
in the eulogium without reserve.  The eagle only goes up that he may look down.  
We should say in some frenzy of poetic feeling, Behold the royal bird seeking the 
sun!  Not he; he does not care for the sun: but from some unmeasured elevation 
that burning eye of his can better see the prey. 
p. 66 
 
 
 
Patzia says: 
 
In addition to setting their hearts they are to set their minds on heavenly things.  
To keep one’s mind fixed is to be intent and determined to do something (the RSV 
has “seek” at 3:1 and “set” at 3:2; the NIV uses set in both verses).  Basically, the 
message is that, since the Colossians have set their minds on heavenly things, 
they are to keep holding on to that perspective and not to the things to which 
they have already died. 
pp. 70-71 
 
 
 
Pickell says: 
 
 We are told to “seek,” to strive after or desire, that which is above.  The 
present tense suggesting continuing action is employed in the Greek.  “Above” 
does not have a spatial connotation, but is the writer’s way of speaking of the 
sphere where Christ reigns.  It is a contrast of lofty principles with the base 
actions common to man.  That which is above is that which is Godlike and of 
eternal value, as compared with that which is selfish, trivial, and temporal. 
p. 55 
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Radmacher & Allen say: 
 
set your mind on things above: The false teachers were instructing the 
Colossians to concentrate on temporal observances; in contrast Paul instructs 
them to concentrate on the eternal realities of heaven.  The Greek verb for set 
emphasizes an ongoing decision.  Christians must continually discipline 
themselves to focus on eternal realities, instead of the temporal realities of this 
earth.  A Christian’s life is no longer dictated by this world but is hidden with 
Christ.  The Greek word for hidden indicates that God has accomplished this in 
the past so that it is a present reality. 
p. 1566 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
“Keep on thinking about.”  It does matter what we think and we are responsible 
for our thoughts.  Not on the things that are upon the earth . . . Paul does not 
mean that we should never think the things upon the earth, but that these 
should not be our aim, our goal, our master.  The Christian has to keep his feet 
upon the earth, but his head in the heavens.  He must be heavenly-minded here 
on earth and so help to make earth like heaven. 
p. 500 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
Thirdly, inasmuch as we are risen with Christ, LET THE NEW LIFE DELIGHT ITSELF 
IN SUITABLE OBJECTS.  This brings in the second verse: “Set your affection on 
things above, not on things on the earth.”  “Set your affection.”  These words do 
not quite express the meaning, though they are as near it as any one clause 
could well come.  We might render it thus: “Have a relish for things above”; or, 
“study industriously things above”; or, “set your mind on things above, not on 
things on the earth.”  That which is proper enough for a dead man is quite 
unsuitable for a risen one.  Objects of desire which might suit us when we were 
sinners are not legitimate nor worthy objects for us when we are made saints.  
As we are quickened we must exercise life, and as we have ascended we must 
love higher things that those of earth. 
p. 625 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

52 

Spurgeon says: 
 
I ask you now to lift your eyes above yon clouds and this lower firmament is the 
residence of God.  What see you there?  First, there is God Himself.  Make Him 
the subject of your thoughts, your desires, your emotions, your love.  “Delight 
thyself also in the Lord, and He will give thee the desires of thine heart.”  “My 
soul, wait thou only upon God, for my expectation is from Him.”  Call Him “God 
my exceeding joy.”  Let nothing come between you and your heavenly Father.  
What is all the world if you have not God, and when you once have God, what 
matters it though all the world be gone?  God is all things, and when thou canst 
say “God is mine,” thou art richer than Crœsus.  O to say, “Whom have I in 
heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee.”  O to 
love God with all our heart and with all our soul, and with all our mind, and 
with all our strength: that is what the law required, it is what the gospel enables 
us to render. 
 What see I next?  I see Jesus, who is God, but yet is truly man.  need I 
press upon you, beloved, to set your love upon the Well-beloved?  Has He not 
won your heart, and doth He not hold it now as under a mighty spell?  I know 
you love Him.  Fix your mind on Him then.  Often meditate upon His divine 
person, His perfect work, His mediatorial glory, His second coming, His glorious 
reign, His love for you, your own security in Him, your union with Him.  Oh let 
these sweet thoughts possess your breasts, fill your mouths, and influence your 
lives. 
p. 625 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
 Verse 2.  Paul here develops further the command given in verse 1.  Set 
your mind differs from “seek” in that it implies a permanent attitude.  After we 
discover what God has for us, we are to keep it before us as our goal and desire.  
On things above and not on things on earth. 
p. 92 
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Trentham says: 
 
 Paul said, “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth” 
(Col. 3:2).  The imperative is in the present tense which describes a continuing 
attitude.  The set of the Christian’s mind is on the eternal.  There is a Christian 
otherworldliness, and we should not be ashamed of it.  Unfortunately, this 
otherworldliness is often interpreted as a flight from the grim, hard realities of 
life, a refusal to stand up to our immediate responsibilities, to work for the 
improvement of this world.  In truth, those who have contributed most to the 
lifting of this world have placed their fulcrum and lever and taken their stand in 
the “city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). 
p. 127 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
The things above be constantly setting your mind upon, not the things on the 
earth; for you died, and your life has been hidden with Christ in God.  When 
Christ shall be made visible, our life, then also you with Him shall be made 
visible in glory.  
p. 219 
 
 
Command #1: 
 

verse 1: “be seeking the things above, where Christ is seated at 
the right hand of God.” 

 
 
Command #2, our KEY VERSE, is also a PRESENT IMPERATIVE. 
 
 
Command #2: 
 

verse 2: “BE SETTING YOUR MIND UPON THINGS ABOVE”— 
NEGATIVELY—“NOT  THE THINGS ON THE EARTH.” 
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In the SERMON ON THE MOUNT in Matthew 6 the Lord Jesus says some very 
instructive things that relate to this passage. 
 
 
Matthew 6:19-34 (NASB) 
 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where 
thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.  The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore your eye is 
clear, your whole body will be full of light.  But if your eye is bad, your 
whole body will be full of darkness.  If therefore the light that is in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness!  No one can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and 
despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon.  For this reason I 
say to you, do not be anxious for your life, as to what you shall eat, or 
what you shall drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on.  Is 
not life more than food, and the body than clothing?  Look at the birds of 
the air, that they do not sow, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not worth much more 
than they?  And which of you by being anxious can add a single cubit to 
his life's span?  And why are you anxious about clothing?  Observe how 
the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, yet I say to 
you that even Solomon in all his glory did not clothe himself like one of 
these.  But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more do so for you, 
O men of little faith?  Do not be anxious then, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ 
or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘With what shall we clothe ourselves?’  For all 
these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things.  But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.  Therefore do 
not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.  Each day 
has enough trouble of its own.” 
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(Smooth Stones Taken from Ancient Books: Being a collection of sentences, 
illustrations, and quaint sayings from that renowned Puritan, Thomas 
Brooks by C.H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. 
Copyright– Banner of Truth Trust, 2011. 

 
 When men have poor, low, light, slight, thoughts of God in their drawing 
near to God, they tempt the devil to bestir himself, and to cast in a multitude of 
vain thoughts to disturb and distract the soul in its waiting on God. 
p. 39 
 
 
 
(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of Man by 

Ruth Paxson)  Chicago, IL: Moody Press.  Copyright––The Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago, 1928. 

 
Colossians 3:1-2, “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those  

things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” 
 

 Do I hear someone say, This is too high a standard for me; it is not only 
impossible but unattractive.  I am on the earth and in this world, therefore why 
should I not live as though I were and enjoy what this earth and this world have 
to give me and leave the enjoyment of heaven until I reach there?  Such is the 
reasoning of vast numbers of Christians and their lives are in full harmony with 
their reasoning.  As someone has aptly said they have become Christians much 
as a man takes out a life insurance policy–something that does not in any way 
alter one’s manner of living but will be of use after death and is maintained with 
the payment of a yearly premium.  With many a person becoming a Christian 
has made little if any difference in either his character or conduct.  He is still of 
the earth–earthy. 
 Is it not conceivable that God would have us become acclimated to our 
eternal home in heaven with Christ during our transient stay on earth? 
p. 214 
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(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of Man by 
Ruth Paxson)  Chicago, IL: Moody Press.  Copyright––The Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago, 1928. 

 
 “Stand–taking the helmet of salvation.”  The helmet is for the head.  One 
of the most vulnerable places in the believer is his thoughts.  Perhaps the devil 
finds entrance here more quickly than elsewhere.  Is this not the reason why the 
apostle Paul exhorts Christians to think of things that are “true, honest, just, 
pure, lovely, and of good report?”  Every thought needs to be brought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ if the believer is to know how to refuse the 
thoughts that come from the evil one.  Satan also finds an undisciplined, 
undiscerning mind an easy prey to his delusions and ofttimes an unconscious 
instrument in his service.  Even earnest Christians are often gullible and 
commend a sermon that is saturated with the most insidious denial of the 
Person and work of Jesus Christ because it is couched in eloquent, fervent 
language and even flattering admiration of the Lord it betrays.  If ever there was 
a time when Christians needed to put on the helmet of salvation it is now. 
pp. 254-5 
 
 
 
(The Attentive Life: Discerning God’s Presence in All Things by Leighton Ford)  

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. Copyright– Leighton Ford, 2008. 
 
 Often during a recent Lent I prayed a prayer that our pastor suggested: 
“Lord, show me what I am missing.”  Let us start this journey together where we 
are, with that prayer, and see what he shows us. 
p. 15 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
We must learn to hear what we do not like.  The question is not, “Is it pleasant?” 
but, “Is it true?” 2130.107 
p. 212 
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(365 Days of Hope: Encouragement for Those Facing Loss, Pain, and 
Disappointment by Joni Eareckson Tada and Dave & Jan Dravecky)  
Federal Way, WA: World Vision. Copyright– Joni Eareckson Tada, Dave 
Dravecky, and Jan Dravecky, 2005. 

 
We take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. — 2 Corinthians 
10:5 
 
When I catch myself, I’m aghast at how many lazy, anxious or lustful 
imaginations wheedle their way into my head.  When they do, the “thought 
patrol” goes on alert and I ask myself, “What are you doing in my mind, you silly 
thought?  You have no business thinking those things in my head, so in Jesus’ 
name, scram!” 
 
Can you identify?  Perhaps for you, it’s a problem with daydreaming.  Keeping 
track of another’s wrongs.  Stewing over worries.  Whatever, God expects you to 
take responsibility for the ponderings that creep into your brain.  You are 
accountable. 
 
Let the Holy Spirit set up watch, keep guard, and prevent harmful thoughts 
from roosting in your head.  How is this possible?  Because “the weapons we 
fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds.”  Remember, Satan’s strongholds are nothing but 
human dungeons—and it’s time to break out of prison. 
 

Joni Eareckson Tada 
 
PATH TO PRAYER 
 
Ask the Holy Spirit to stand guard over your mind and to help you banish 
harmful, unhelpful and unholy thoughts from creeping in.  Ask the Holy Spirit to 
give you a spirit of power and love and self-discipline so that your thoughts will 
be pleasing to God (2 Timothy 1:7). 
(November 8) 
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v. 3  For you died and your life has been hidden with Christ in God.  
 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 3: 
 

for you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 3: 
 

Your old life is dead.  Your new life, which is your real life—even though 
invisible to spectators—is with Christ in God.   

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 

3:3-4.  At the moment of his salvation, a Christian died to the evil of the 
“flesh,” the sin nature . . . and his life is now hidden with Christ in God.  
“Hidden” implies both concealment and safety; both invisibility and security.  
He is not yet glorified, but he is secure and safe in Christ.   
 
 
Think of the tremendous truth in these first three verses: 
 

1. we died with Christ, 
 
2. “[we] were raised with Christ,” and 
 
3. “[OUR] LIFE HAS BEEN HIDDEN WITH CHRIST IN GOD.” 

 
 
Galatians 2:20 (NASB) 
 

“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.  
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John 12:24 (KJV) 
 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit 

 
 
The way to LIFE ABUNDANT is through DEATH. 
 
 
“AND YOUR LIFE HAS BEEN HIDDEN WITH CHRIST IN GOD.” 
 
 
Back in Colossians 1:5 we are told we have a “hope that is laid up for [us] in 
heaven.”   
 
Now this glorious truth: 
 

our lives have “BEEN HIDDEN WITH CHRIST IN GOD.” 
 
 
What a glorious sense of security this word brings to us! 
 
 
John 10:28-29 (KJV) 
 

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  My Father, which gave them 
me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father’s hand. 

 
 
Romans 8:38-39 (KJV) 
 

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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There is a FALSE SENSE OF SECURITY in this world and in owning the things 
of this world.  TRUE SECURITY LIES IN JESUS CHRIST.   
 
 
How easy for us to feel that security rests in things—wealth, ability, education,  
a nice home, popularity—when this is not the case at all.   
 
 
TRUE SECURITY is a life “HIDDEN WITH CHRIST IN GOD.” 
 
 
1 Samuel 25:29 (KJV) 
 

Yet a man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul: but the soul of my 
lord shall be bound in the bundle of life with the LORD thy God; and the 
souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as out of the middle of a 
sling. 

 
 
 
John Newton expresses it so well: 
 

Rejoice, believer, in the Lord,  
who makes your cause his own; 
the hope that is founded on his work  
shall ne’er be overthrown.   
 
Though many foes beset your road, 
and feeble is your arm,  
your life is hid with Christ in God  
beyond the reach of harm. 

 
(http://www.hymnary.org/hymn/RL/469) 
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Barclay says: 
 
 There is still another thought here.  The life of the Christian is hidden 
with Christ in God.  That which is hidden is concealed and unseen.  The world 
cannot recognize the Christian; the true greatness of the Christian is hidden 
from the world; but Paul goes on: “The day is coming when Christ will return in 
glory, and then the Christian, whom no one recognized, will share that glory—
and it will be plain for all to see.”  In a sense Paul is saying—and saying truly—
that some day the verdicts of eternity will reverse the verdicts of time, and the 
judgments of God will overturn the judgments of men. 
p. 178 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
 Paul often wrote about how believers already possess the life of Christ, 
having died and risen with him, yet do not fully possess the perfection and 
eternal body they will have upon Christ’s return.  In the meantime, they are “not 
yet.”  That their lives are “hidden” means they are concealed and safe, hidden 
from public view.  Just as Christ’s glory was real but hidden until the Mount of 
Transfiguration, so we have a glory that is hidden and will be revealed when 
Christ returns.  This is not only a future hope; it is an accomplished fact.  
Believers’ salvation is sure, so they are to live each day for Christ and in 
expectation of his promises. 
p. 206 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
 It is worthy of observation, that our life is said to be hid, that we may not 
murmur or complain if our life, being buried under the ignominy of the cross, 
and under various distresses, differs nothing from death, but may patiently wait 
for the day of revelation.  And in order that our waiting may not be painful, let 
us observe those expressions, in God, and with Christ, which intimate that our 
life is out of danger, although it does not appear. 
p. 207 
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Eadie says: 
 
. . . “For ye died.”  The expression is general, and the apostle does not simply say 
ye died to the world— . . . —and should have no more concern with it, but he 
says, ye died, that is, with Christ, and all that is out of Christ, or hostile to Him, 
should cease to excite your attention, or engross your industry.  
p. 216 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
Now, of this life God is the source, and Christ the channel; and when it is said to 
be hid “with Christ in God,” the meaning is not only that channel and fountain 
are both supersensuous and invisible, but that our connection with them is also 
a matter of inner experience—not as yet of full and open manifestation. 
 This life is hidden . . . “with Christ,” for He is its medium, and our union 
with Him gives us life; and it is hidden with Him . . . “in God,” not merely as He 
is now removed from view and exalted to God’s right hand, but as He enjoys 
supreme repose and fellowship in the bosom of His Father. 
p. 217 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
Such a life means joy and peace.  It is a life of obedience and quietness, 
victorious over all earthly circumstances.  And because it is a life which is hid 
with Christ in God, it is hidden from the world.  “Therefore the world knoweth 
us not, because it knew Him not” (1 John iii:1).  The world, which lieth in the 
wicked one, cannot understand nor estimate such a life of separation through 
faith in an unseen person, a life which reaches out after an unseen goal and 
which spurns worldly honors and the things which are the boast of the natural 
man. 
p. 74 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

63 

Garland says: 
 
 (b) A life hidden in the One who is seated at the right hand of God is 
completely secure.  No menacing powers can ever bring them to ultimate harm.  
They have no need to placate any such powers. 
p. 203 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 Five reasons are given for heavenly thinking.  First, the believer died in 
Christ (“ye are dead”).  The verb (apethanete; cf. 2:20) looks back to the cross 
when the child of God died positionally in Christ.  In the actual life, this occurred 
at the moment of salvation.  This reality has separated the believer forever from 
any obligation to a worldly legalism.  As a wife is loosed from marital law 
through the death of her husband, so a believer becomes “dead to the law by the 
body of Christ” (Rom. 7:4). 
 Second, the life of the believer “is hid with Christ in God.”  The perfect 
verb (kekruptai) stresses the resultant state of safety and secrecy which a 
believer presently possesses because he trusted Christ as Savior in the past.  It 
is hidden to the lost because no unsaved person can understand the mystical 
identification of the believer in Christ.  This truth is part of the revealed mystery 
(1:26-27).  It fulfills the prediction of Christ: “At that day ye shall know that I am 
in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you” (John 14:20). 
 Third, Christ is the very life of the believer (“our life”).  He is the bread 
from heaven which men must eat by faith (John 6:51).  As the living vine, He 
lives out His life through the branches, the believers (John 15:1-5). 
 Fourth, Christ “shall appear” (phanerōthēi) from heaven.  From that 
standpoint, it becomes logical for a believer to look up rather than to look down 
or around.  The temporal “when” (hotan) is better translated as “whenever.”  The 
fact of Christ’s return is certain, but its time is indefinite.  Since the believer 
does not know when that great event will occur, he must be constantly watching. 
 Fifth, the glorification of the believer will occur in heaven.  The believer 
died and rose with Christ; in that future day, he will appear with Christ (“with 
Him”). 
p. 129 
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Ironside says: 
 
 The third verse epitomizes this in a very wonderful way, “For ye have 
died, and your life is hid with Christ in God.”  We have died to all that we once 
were as children of Adam, and now we do not have independent life as 
Christians, but Christ Himself is our life and, while it is true we have this 
eternal life abiding in us, He who is the source and sustainer of it is hidden 
yonder in the heavens “in God,” and so our life is safe in His keeping.  One can 
understand and appreciate the rather crude expression of the simple brother 
who, after his conversion, had been greatly concerned lest by some sinful act or 
lack of faith he might in some way forfeit his salvation and lose the new life 
given in grace.  But as he listened to an address upon these wonderful words of 
this third verse, his anxiety disappeared and he exclaimed with rapture, “Glory 
to God!  Whoever heard of a man drowning with his head that high above 
water!” 
p. 122 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
As the glory of Christ now is hid from the world, so also the glory of believers’ 
inner life, proceeding from communion with Him, is still hidden with Christ in 
God; but (vs. 4) when Christ, the Source of this life, shall manifest Himself in 
glory, then shall their hidden glory be manifest, and correspond in appearance to 
its original [NEANDER]. 
p. 1324 
 
 
 
King says: 
 
 “Your life is hid with CHRIST in GOD,” 3.  Who, then, will say that our life, 
once hid, can ever be lost?  The Son and the Father are pledged to its security—
“I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall anyone 
pluck them out of My hand.  My Father which gave them Me is greater than all, 
and no one is able to pluck them out of My Father’s hand”, John x. 28-9.  “With 
CHRIST, in GOD”—what blessed safety: hidden as treasure deposited in a bank, 
the impregnable vaults of the Bank of Heaven, Matthew vi. 20; hidden as a root 
planted in a fertile soil, to bring forth the rich fruit of good seed, Matthew xiii. 
38a.  Incidentally, how important it is that we should cultivate the hidden life.  
The harvest of the fruit depends so much on the health of the root. 
pp. 76-77 
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Laurin says: 
 
THIS IS THE SECURITY AND SAFETY OF OUR POSITION. 
 The Christian’s life and salvation are secured against the precarious 
conditions and changes of life.  They cannot be touched by the evil designs of 
man or devil.  They cannot be harmed or destroyed.  One may suffer physically 
as indeed it is indicated that we will, but our life is in the safe keeping of a 
double security for it is with Christ and it is in God.  No wonder Chrysostom 
could answer his emperor so confidently.  The monarch threatened to take 
Chrysostom’s life unless he recanted his faith and renounced Christ.  “You 
cannot, your majesty” was the saint’s confident reply, “For my life is hid with 
Christ in God.”  It is conceivable that the King could have destroyed 
Chrysostom’s body but in so doing he could not reach Chrysostom’s life for that 
was in the double security of being “with Christ in God.” 
p. 122 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 Hidden with Christ “in God” is our life—a tremendous thought.  Yet God 
is the only fount of life; God raised up Christ to the life of infinite glory, and God 
raised us up to spiritual life with Christ.  First John 3:2 also speaks of the 
hidden nature and the invisibility of this life: “Beloved, now are we the children 
of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be,” and then adds, as does 
Paul: “that when he (Christ) shall appear, we shall be like him.”  A death of this 
kind and a life of this exalted nature concern themselves with “the things above 
where Christ is at God’s right hand” . . . 
p. 154 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 Third, believers are eternally secure, hidden protectively from all spiritual 
foes.  The blessings of salvation are “an inheritance which is imperishable and 
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you” (1 Pet. 1:4).  Our 
great high priest “is able to save forever those who draw near to God through 
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25).  Those to 
whom the Son gives eternal life “shall never perish; and no one shall snatch 
them out of My hand” (John 10:28).  They are hidden away deep in the shelter of 
their God. 
 No passage states that glorious truth more eloquently than Romans 8:31-
39 . . . 
p. 131 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
. . . hidden with Christ in God.  This rich expression has a threefold meaning: (1) 
believers have a common spiritual life with the Father and Son (1 Cor. 6:17;  
2 Pet. 1:4); (2) the world cannot understand the full import of the believer’s new 
life (1 Cor. 2:14; 1 John 3:2); and (3) believers are eternally secure, protected 
from all spiritual enemies, and with access to all God’s blessings . . . 
p. 1741 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
 “Your life is hid with Christ in God.”  I have been taken out of the old 
Adam by baptism; that is, by the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  I have been taken 
out of Adam and placed in Christ.  I am now in Christ.  Now that I am in Christ, 
I should live out His life and let His fullness be lived out through me.  
p. 355 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

67 

Melick says: 
 
 Reasons to Seek the Higher Calling (3:3-4).  Paul presented three reasons 
Christians should seek things above.  The theological incentive behind these 
reasons [is] found in v. 1.  The three reasons are: the resurrection with Christ 
(3:1), the new life source (3:3-4), and the future manifestation of glory (3:4). 
p. 282 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
. . . and your life lies hidden, stored safe-guarded, once placed there, secure for 
ever, with our . . . Christ in our . . . God.  There it lies, and there it lives; and so if 
you would live it out, using this wonderful life-power for spiritual triumph and 
service here on earth, you must go evermore to find it there; you must “seek” it; 
you must “with Him continually dwell,” in steadfast recollection, simplest 
reliance, and ceaseless secret reception of the divine supply. 
p. 188 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
. . . your life has been hidden with Christ in God and it remains that way.  This 
is sometimes taken to mean that the new life of Christians in Christ is a secret 
to the unconverted . . . 
p. 165 
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Parker says: 
 
 How can all this aspiration be realised?  Only by realising our right 
relation to Christ.  First of all, “Ye are dead”—dead to time, dead to sense, dead 
to the world, dead to everything that can give even a moment’s enjoyment down 
here.  “Ye are dead.”  We know what it is to see a man dead on one side; there he 
can feel nothing, and yet be very living and sensitive on the other side: so in a 
figure we are to understand the relation of the body to time, and the relation of 
the soul to eternity.  If we are in Christ we are dead and buried.  Said Paul, “I 
am crucified with Christ”; said he again, “I am dead unto the world, and the 
world is dead unto me.”  When he wrote his theology he only wrote it because he 
lived it; when Paul wrote he dipped his pen in the ink-horn of his heart.  
Secondly, “Your life is hid with Christ in God.” 
p. 69 
 
 
 
Pickell says: 
 
 The Apostle goes on to indicate that the Christian’s life is “hid with Christ 
in God” (3:3).  The mysterious union of Christ and the Christian needs to be 
emphasized.  The believer may still be in the world, but he is not of it.  What 
Paul is actually saying is that the Christian is “wrapped around” with Christ.  
Life simply cannot be what it was before he became a believer (cf. on 1:19-20).  
His life is safeguarded and secure through the Lord who is the secret spring of 
his strength. 
p. 56 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
The believer’s life is safely “hidden away” with Christ.  Its well-being depends on 
His.  So long as He lives, His people live also.  Their true life is an extension of 
that indissoluble life which is His at the Father’s right hand. 
p. 260 
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Sturz says: 
 
The verb hid is not used in the sense of something that can’t be found or seen.  
Rather, it means that in Him our life is secure (2:3).  Nothing can separate us 
from God (Rom. 8:35-39).  Christ is on the right hand of God (v. 1), in the place of 
blessing and security.  “With Christ” denotes our relationship to Him (2:10).  We 
are joint-heirs with the Son of God, we are partakers of the divine life.  Why 
should we, like pigs, even want to return to the mire from which we have been 
drawn? 
p. 93 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 This must be so, for the Christian’s life is hid with Christ in God.  It is hid 
in the sense that it is shrouded in mystery.  No rational explanation can be given 
as to how a man can live in Christ and share his cleansing, redeeming power.  It 
is hid also in the sense that it is perfectly serene.  Spiritual corrosion can never 
set in, for Christ has wrapped him around with his own eternity. 
 It is hide also in the sense that its essential glory has not yet been 
revealed.  The unveiling of the Christian glory will be manifested when Christ 
comes in glorious majesty to end this earthly order.  The essence of the 
Christian’s life is in Christ.  When Christ’s glory is fully revealed, then the glory 
of the Christian life will be unfolded. 
p. 127 
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The last verse of “Before the Throne of God Above” expresses the truth of verse 3: 
 
Before the Throne of God Above 
(Charitie Bancroft, 1863) 
 

Behold Him there! The risen Lamb  
My perfect, spotless, Righteousness.  
The Great unchangeable I AM  
The King of Glory and of Grace.  
One with Himself I cannot die  
My soul is purchased by His blood.  
My life is hid with Christ on high  
With Christ my Savior and my God.”  

(source unknown) 
 
 
 
(Smooth Stones Taken from Ancient Books: Being a collection of sentences, 

illustrations, and quaint sayings from that renowned Puritan, Thomas 
Brooks by C.H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. 
Copyright– Banner of Truth Trust, 2011. 

 
 O Christians, how justly may that father be angry with his child who is 
unwilling to come home? and how justly may that husband be displeased with 
the wife who is unwilling to ride to him in a rainy day, or to cross the sea to 
enjoy his company?  But is not this your case? is not this just your case, who 
have God for your portion, and yet are unwilling to die, that you may come to a 
full enjoyment of him? 
p. 120 
 
 
 
(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)  Grand Rapids, MI: 

Discovery House. Copyright– Oswald Chambers Publications Association, 
1992. 

 
The true test of a saint’s life is not successfulness but faithfulness on the human 
level of life.  We tend to set up success in Christian work as our purpose, but our 
purpose should be to display the glory of God in human life, to live a life “hidden 
with Christ in God” in our everyday human conditions (Colossians 3:3).  Our 
human relationships are the very conditions in which the ideal life of God should 
be exhibited. 
p. 11/16 
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v. 4  Whenever Christ, who is our life, is made visible, then also you with Him 
shall be made visible in glory.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 4: 
 

When Christ (who is your1 life) appears, then you too will be revealed in 
glory with him. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 4: 
 

He is your life.  When Christ (your real life, remember) shows up again on 
this earth, you’ll show up, too—the real you, the glorious you.  Meanwhile, 
be content with obscurity, like Christ.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
In fact, Christ is his very life.  Christ said He was going where “the world will 
not see Me anymore” (John 14:19). 

But when He will appear at the Rapture (1 Thes. 4:16-18), believers will 
appear with Him and will be glorified.  As John put it, “We know that when He 
appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (i.e., believers will 
be glorified as He is glorified; 1 John 3:2; cf. 1 Cor. 13:12; Col. 1:27).  So Paul 
added a new direction to the believers’ focus of attention: they should look 
upward to Christ’s reign over them in heaven and also forward to His return for 
them in the clouds. 
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Paul says because we are joined with Christ, where He is, we also shall be.  Paul 
says of Christ, “WHO IS OUR LIFE.” 
 
 
1 John 5:11-12 (TLB) 
 

And what is it that God has said?  That he has given us eternal life, and 
that this life is in his Son.  So whoever has God’s Son has life; whoever 
does not have his Son, does not have life. 

 
 
John 1:4 (NASB) 
 

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  
 
 
Philippians 1:21 (TLB) 
 

For to me, living means opportunities for Christ, and dying—well, that’s 
better yet! 

 
 
To the Apostle Paul, Jesus Christ was more than the GIVER OF LIFE.  He is 
LIFE ITSELF. 
 
 
The life of the vine is in the branch.  And as we are abiding in the Father, so the 
life of Jesus Christ is flowing through us. 
 
 
2 Corinthians 4:10 (NASB) 
 

These bodies of ours are constantly facing death just as Jesus did; so it is 
clear to all that it is only the living Christ within [who keeps us safe]. 
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Reading a Christmas letter this morning made me chuckle.  The hymn writer 
says: 
 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, . . . 
 
I respond: 
 

Pruned to prosper, Lord, I need it! 
 
 
“THEN ALSO YOU WITH HIM SHALL BE MADE VISIBLE IN GLORY.” 
 
 
1 John 3:2 (TLB) 
 

Yes, dear friends, we are already God’s children, right now, and we can’t 
even imagine what it is going to be like later on.  But we do know this, that 
when he comes we will be like him, as a result of seeing him as he really is. 

 
 
1. we died with Christ, 
 
2. “[we] were raised with Christ,”  
 
3. “[our] life has been hidden with Christ,” and now the CAPSTONE 
 
4. “CHRIST . . . IS OUR LIFE.” 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
IN verse 4 Paul gives to Jesus Christ one of the great titles of devotion.  He calls 
Him Christ our life.  Here is a thought which was very dear to the heart of Paul.  
When he was writing to the Philippians, he said, “Christ means life to me” 
(Philippians 1:21).  Years before, when he was writing to the Galatians, he had 
said, “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20).  As Paul saw it, 
to the Christian Jesus Christ is the most important thing in life; nay more, He is 
life itself. 
pp. 178-9 
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Barclay says: 
 
 This is the kind of peak of devotion which we can only dimly understand 
and which we can only haltingly and imperfectly express.  Sometimes we say of a 
man, “Music is his life—Sport is his life—He lives for his work.”  Such a man 
finds life and all that life means in music, in sport, in work, as the case may be.  
For the Christian, Christ is his life.  Jesus Christ dominates his thought and fills 
his life. 
p. 179 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
 f.  It is a forward-looking life.  It is a life that continually looks forward to 
a meeting with Jesus Christ.  When Christ appears, the Christian “also will 
appear with him in glory” (Col. 3:4). 
p. 93 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
CHRIST, YOUR LIFE 
By realizing that Christ is our life, we can have a new attitude about anything 
that happens to us.  If the love of your life should get sick or die or leave you for 
someone else, in all your hurt, you know that your life is still secure in Christ.  
He fills the void and loves you with love that cannot die. 
 If a hurricane should turn your home into toothpicks or you get bad news 
from a doctor or your factory closes and jobs are scarce, in all the mixed feelings 
and frustrations, your life is stable in Christ.  He walks with you in the storm. 
 When death approaches and you wonder about the unknown, your life will 
be hand in hand with Christ, who will lead you home. 
 Share the Good News with someone else this week.  In God’s plan, the 
best is yet to come. 
p. 207 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

75 

Baxter says: 
 

Our risen Lord is there, 
Amid those mansions bright; 

He said He would our place prepare 
In that fair land of light. 
A heaven of perfect love 

Is ours through saving grace; 
We yet shall drink of joys above, 

Before our Saviour’s face. 
Our wistful hearts oft steal away, 

And wish forever there to stay. 
p. 209 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
For if our life is shut up in Christ, it must be hid, until he shall appear. 
p. 207 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
Christ is termed “our life;” and in the former verse our life is said to be hid with 
Him.  He is our life, not simply because he reveals it, and He alone has “the 
words of eternal life;” nor yet because coming that we “might have life, and that 
we might have it more abundantly,” He “died that we might live,” and has given 
us this blessed pledge—“as I live, ye shall live also;” but specially, because by 
His Spirit, as His representative, He enters into the heart and gives it life—fans 
and fosters it by his continuous abode—gratifies all its instincts, and evokes all 
its susceptibilities by His word and His presence.  “If Christ be in you, the body 
is dead because of sin, but the spirit is life because of righteousness.” 
p. 219 
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Gaebelein says: 
 
What blessed links these are:––Dead with Christ––Risen with Christ––a life hid 
with Christ in God––a life to be manifested when He comes again!  May God’s 
people know the reality of all this in power and be kept from a mere profession, 
lifeless and powerless, of these fundamental facts of the Gospel. 
p. 74 
 
 
 
Hendriksen says: 
 
Though the world will never be able to see the closeness of the inner relationship 
between believers and their Lord, the outward expression of this inner 
relationship, the glory, will one day become clear to all: When Christ (who is) our 
life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with him in glory.  “Christ 
(who is) our life.”  This cannot mean identity.  To say that our life is “the 
extension” of Christ’s life is ambiguous.  Christ and we are not the same in 
essence, as are the Father and the Son.  The life of Christ—hence, Christ 
himself—is, however, the Source and Pattern of our life.  Moreover, through the 
Holy Spirit and Spirit-given faith, Christ is most closely united with us, and we 
with him.  The expression “Christ, our life” must, therefore, be explained in the 
light of similar ones such as the following: 
 
 “Because I live you too will live” (John 14:19); 
 “(We are) always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the 
life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body” (II Cor. 4:10);  
 “It was the good pleasure of God . . .  to reveal his Son in me” (Gal. 1:15, 
16); 
 “Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20); 
 “My little children, with whom I am again in labor, until Christ be formed 
in you” (Gal. 4:19); 
 “But we all . . . are transformed into the same image from glory to glory as 
from the Lord the Spirit” (II Cor. 3:18); and 
 “For to me to live (is) Christ, and to die (is) gain” (Phil. 1:21). 
p. 142 
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C. Henry says: 
 
They should seek only those things that are appropriate to one who belongs to 
the exalted Lord.  Their life even now is in the closest connection with Christ 
(3:3) and, when He comes again they are to appear with Him.  It is obvious that 
their conduct day by day should reflect these great facts.  So Paul calls upon 
them to kill (“mortify,” KJV) everything in them that belongs to the old way of 
life. 
p. 328 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
Christ is a believer’s life.  He is the principle and end of the Christian’s life.  
Christ will appear again.  He is now hid, but he will appear in his own glory and 
his Father’s glory.  We shall then appear with him in glory.  It will be his glory 
to have his redeemed with him, and it will be their glory to come with him. 
p. 1873 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
Joined spiritually to Christ, he is in us, and we in him, i.e., in a living connection 
by which he, the Life, fills us with spiritual, eternal life. 
p. 155 
 
 
 
Lovett says: 
 

INTIMACY.  The Greek reads: “Being renewed unto knowledge,” with the 
present tense indicating daily advances in Christ-likeness and deeper intimacy 
with God.  The divine intention is to bring us to a maturity which allows us to 
participate in the Godhead.  We must be more like Jesus today than we were 
yesterday, or a day is wasted.  Though all of us begin as babes in the Spirit, we 
are to grow in knowledge (The Word) and by experiences (daily events).  Each 
day is filled with opportunities to mature and love Jesus more.  Even the 
marriage program is designed to teach us about intimacy and the tenderness of 
being loved. 
pp. 188-9 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 Paul adds a wonderful parenthetical thought.  He describes Christ as our 
life.  Christ does not merely give life; He is life.  Paul said, “I have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and 
delivered Himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20).  He told the Corinthians that the life of 
Jesus was manifested in his body (2 Cor. 4:10).  When facing possible 
martyrdom, he could say, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 
1:21). 
 The key to living the risen life is to have a life centered on Christ.  The 
Son, not this present world, is the center of the believer’s universe. 
p. 133 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
The believer’s life, which is hidden in Christ, will be revealed.  At his return each 
person will see him and, perhaps for the first time, he confronted with the 
magnificence of his person.  The theme of hidden/manifestation occurs here.  The 
Christian’s life is hidden now, but it will be obvious to all when Christ is 
manifest to them.  The second coming of Christ will be a time of glory (doxa). 
p. 282 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
All that He was in you shall burst from its bud into the fulness of its eternal 
flower; it shall be seen what such a Head has been doing all along for His 
members, as He gave Himself to them in their life of need and of faith.  You shall 
be manifested with Him, He shall be manifested in you.  Then see that you use 
Him as your life to-day, in the uplifting hope of such a to-morrow. 
pp. 188-9 
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Moule says: 
 
“Within ten paces, as I walked, life was transformed to me,” he said; so 
wonderful was the discovery that the Lord Christ is not merely Rescuer, Friend, 
King, but Life itself, Life central, inexhaustible, “springing up within my heart, 
rising to eternity.” 
p. 191 
 
 
 
Moule says: 
 
 Meantime let us not forget that the whole paragraph is written with a 
certain purpose.  It comes to us in organic connexion with the close of the 
previous chapter; and we remember in what direction that passage ran.  It was 
altogether upon the problem, how to be holy, how to deal with “the gratification 
of the flesh,” and to live a life pure and victorious, worthy of the child of God. 
p. 191 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
Our heavenly life will be fully manifested in all its glory when Christ who 
embodies it appears at his Parousia.  We too who share his life will share his 
glorious epiphany.  What is now secretly present shall be revealed when Christ 
shall appear. 
p. 166 
 
 
 
Pickell says: 
 
 Paul goes on to say that our life is not only hid in Christ, it is Christ.  This 
is a central theme of the New Testament and the driving motivation of Paul’s 
ministry.  Christ Himself said “I am . . . the life” (John 14:6).  Paul spoke of the 
life of Jesus being manifested in our body (II Corinthians 4:10), and John said 
that “life is in the Son” (I John 5:11).  Furthermore, Paul’s personal testimony 
bespeaks the centrality of Christ, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” 
(Philippians 1:21); “I am crucified with Christ . . . Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 
2:20). 
pp. 56-57 
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Pickell says: 
 
In Christ there is no east or west, for everything and every one who believes in 
Him is bound together in Him because He is “all, and in all.” 
p. 59 
 
 
 
Simpson & Bruce say: 
 
You know your life to be safely hidden with Christ, although in the eyes of the 
world you are, spiritually speaking, without visible means of support.  But when 
Christ, the true life of all His people, is manifested in His parousia, then you 
who share His life will share His glorious epiphany. 
 “Christ our life.”  The apostle who could say, “For to me to live is Christ” 
(Phil. 1:21), does not think of this as something which is true of himself alone.  
Christ is the life of all those who are united to Him by faith, members of His 
body. 
p. 261 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
Here, in the aorist passive, it speaks of an instantaneous and one-time 
unveiling.  Who is our life.  How?  Physically, He created and sustains us; 
spiritually, He saved, keeps, and directs us in our new life.  Until we draw near 
Him and show forth His life in ours we have not begun to live.  We should be so 
like Him that our life is a reincarnation of His (Phil. 1:21). 
p. 93 
 
 
 
Trentham says: 
 
 This is the reason a Christian pastor must say: “You cannot take life into 
your own hands.  Life is God’s gift to you.  You must begin with God.  You are 
here because God put you here, and there is no reason for your being here.” 
 God is the author of certain moral absolutes; and if you violate them, life 
becomes unbearable. 
p. 134 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C. H. 
Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. Copyright– 
Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
We are all moving, and yet we do not perceive it; even so while you are listening 
to this sermon you are all being borne onward towards eternity at lightning 
speed. 1773.186 
pp. 277-8 
 
 
Yesterday I was born: to-day I live: to-morrow I must die.  
1870.627 
p. 278 
 
 
Do not think that you are stable, fixed in one position; fancy not that you are 
standing still; you are not.  Your pulses each moment beat the funeral marches 
to the tomb.  You are chained to the chariot of moving time; there is no bridling 
the steeds, or leaping from the chariot; you must be constantly in motion. 
3126.15 
p. 278 
 
 
You are nearer home than you thought you were, and every moment you are 
getting nearer still. 3355.251  
p. 278 
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While working on this particular study, I was thrilled to receive an email from 
one of our short-term missionaries in Africa: 
 
Hey everyone, 
 
On my way to the bank last week, God made me laugh.  I was on part of the road 
that is paved.  One half of the trip is on dirt/sandy roads.  The other  half of the 
trip is on asphalt roads.  As I was moving slowly thru the maze of people on the 
asphalt road, I saw a 10-year-old boy with ONE in-line skate on his right foot 
trucking down the road, lickety-split.  “Doing pretty good for one skate,” I 
thought “well he is making the best of what he has.”   
 
And low and behold, 50 yards up the street I saw another 10-year-old boy with 
one in-line skate on the LEFT foot, going fast as he could.  Rather than one 
having both skates and one having none, they found a way to share in the joy of 
skating.  And will we not be blessed even more so in Christ’s return?  
 
Colossians 3:4, “And when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole 
world, you will share in all His glory.” 
 
May God in all His glory continue to reveal to me blessings that I would 
otherwise miss. 
 
In service to Him, 
 
Gary and Diane Gray 
 
(Received via email December 7, 2011) 
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v. 5  Put to death, therefore, your members which are upon the earth: fornication 
(immorality), impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 5: 
 

So put to death whatever in your nature belongs to the earth: sexual 
immorality, impurity, shameful passion, evil desire, and greed which is 
idolatry. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 5: 
 

And that means killing off everything connected with that way of death: 
sexual promiscuity, impurity, lust, doing whatever you feel like whenever 
you feel like it, and grabbing whatever attracts your fancy.  That’s a life 
shaped by things and feelings instead of by God.  
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary titles these remaining verses: 
 
Putting off the sins of the old life (3:5-11). 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary then says: 
 

3:5-6. Paul’s imagery moved from death and life to putting clothes on and 
off. Put to death . . . whatever belongs to your earthly nature.  The Greek tense 
in this command suggests a decisive action, as if Paul said, “Mortify it!  Do it 
now!  Do it resolutely!”  Of course, God has already done it, but Christians are to 
know this, count it to be true, and act accordingly . . . In other words, they are 
not to go on living as though they are still alive to sin when in actuality they are 
not.  They are to put away that old life, which springs from their earthly 
natures.  “Whatever belongs to your earthly nature” is literally “the members 
that are upon the earth” . . . These contrast with the “things above” . . . This 
“earthly nature” is the “old self” . . . Some take this to mean the persons 
Christians were before conversion, whereas others take it (more likely) to refer 
to the evil tendencies in believers today . . . Even if it means the former, the net 
effect is the same: they should not live as they did before, because they are new 
creations in Christ . . . 

The list of evil activities flowing from man’s earthly nature includes 
immorality . . . impurity (a wider perversion), lust . . . evil desires . . . and greed . 
. . which is idolatry (because it seeks satisfaction in things below and not above).  
Similar lists of sins appear often in Paul’s writings . . .  
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We come now in our study to verse 5 and: 
 
COMMAND #3: 
 

“PUT TO DEATH, THEREFORE, YOUR MEMBERS WHICH ARE UPON 
THE EARTH.” 

 
 
We have had: 
 

COMMAND #1: verse 1—“be seeking the things above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God” and 

 
COMMAND #2: verse 2—“be setting your mind upon things above, not 

the things on the earth.” 
 
 
Now we have: 
 

COMMAND #3: verse 5—“PUT TO DEATH, THEREFORE, YOUR 
MEMBERS WHICH ARE UPON THE EARTH.” 

 
 
He lists FIVE of these: 
 

1. “FORNICATION (IMMORALITY),” 
 
2. “IMPURITY,” 
 
3. “PASSION,” 
 
4. “EVIL DESIRE,” and 
 
5. “COVETOUSNESS, WHICH IS IDOLATRY.” 
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In view of the fact we are “seeking” and thinking “upon things above,” we are to: 
 

“PUT TO DEATH . . . [OUR] MEMBERS WHICH ARE UPON THE 
EARTH.” 

 
 
All of this is from the OLD MAN. 
 
 
Paul mentions FIVE THINGS here that are to be “PUT TO DEATH.”  They are 
the INDULGENCES OF THE FLESH that external rules and regulations have 
no power over, that he mentions in Colossians 2:23. 
 
 
Romans 6:13 (TLB) 
 

Do not let any part of your bodies become tools of wickedness, to be used 
for sinning; but give yourselves completely to God—every part of you—for 
you are back from death and you want to be tools in the hands of God, to 
be used for his good purposes. 

 
 
Our bodies can be: 
 

INSTRUMENTS OF SIN or  
 
TEMPLES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

 
 
Every one of these things listed is an outgrowth of SELF-CENTEREDNESS.  
They are indulged in for SELF-GRATIFICATION. 
 
 
 
Augustine said that to kill this attitude, he had the following prescription: 
 
“To my God a heart of flame; To my fellow man a heart of love; To myself a heart of 
steel.”  
(source unknown) 
 
 
The man of God must regard as dead all personal desires and ambitions.  This is 
the putting to death of everything that would hinder you in the fulfillment of the 
will of God for your life. 
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Verse 3 tells us that we ALREADY DIED. 
 
 
Verse 5 tells us to “PUT TO DEATH.” 
 
 
HOW DO WE RECONCILE THESE TWO STATEMENTS? 
 
 
 
William Hendriksen suggests the following: 
 
. . . as long as believers are still living on earth their condition and their state do 
not wholly coincide.  As to their state they are even now perfect, without any sin, 
wholly justified!  Their old self is dead and buried . . . The very presence of the 
new life, the life “in Christ,” enables believers progressively to put to death the 
members that are upon the earth. 
p. 144 
 
 
Paul says in verse 2: 
 

“Be setting your mind upon things above, not the things on the earth.” 
 
 
Here he commands them to: 
 

“PUT TO DEATH, THEREFORE, YOUR MEMBERS WHICH ARE UPON 
THE EARTH.” 
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1. “FORNICATION (IMMORALITY)”—this has reference to any form of 
sexual relationship outside the bounds of marriage. 

 
VIRTUE is not old-fashioned or out of date, but rather a work of the Spirit of 
God in our lives. 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 (Phillips) 
 

God’s plan is to make you holy, and that entails first of all a clean cut with 
sexual immorality.  Every one of you should learn to control his body, 
keeping it pure and treating it with respect, and never regarding it as an 
instrument for self-gratification, as do pagans with no knowledge of God.  
You cannot break this rule without in some way cheating your fellow-men.  
And you must remember that God will punish all who do offend in this 
matter, and we have warned you how we have seen this work out in our 
experience of life.  The calling of God is not to impurity but to the most 
thorough purity, and anyone who makes light of the matter is not making 
light of man’s ruling but of God’s command.  It is not for nothing that the 
Spirit God gives us is called the Holy Spirit 

 
 
2. “IMPURITY” 
 
In this series we are moving from the ACTION to the MOTIVE OF THE 
HEART.   
 
 
Whereas: 
 

“FORNICATION” is the OUTWARD ACT,  
 

“IMPURITY” has to do with the HIDDEN THOUGHT OF THE MIND—
that which makes us unfit for the presence of God. 

 
 
It means the QUALITY of that which is soiled or dirty.  A mind can be like this 
and soil everything that passes through it. 
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3. “PASSION”—love based on the PHYSICAL—LUST rather than LOVE. 
 
 
Endeavoring to satisfy the animal appetites, this characterizes a person who 
says: 
 

“I love you” when he really means 
 
“I love ME and I want to use YOU.  I want to gain experience at your 
expense.” 

 
 
4. “EVIL DESIRE”—this is the practice of looking on someone with 

LUSTFUL INTENTIONS.   
 
 
It is what the Lord Jesus described in: 
 
Matthew 5:27-28 (Phillips) 
 

“You have heard that it was said to the people in the old days, ‘You shall 
not commit adultery’.  But I say to you that every man who looks at a 
woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her—in his heart. 

 
 
5. “COVETOUSNESS, WHICH IS IDOLATRY”—this is the desire to have 

something that belongs to someone else and to want it so bad it actually 
becomes an idol—the DESIRE TO HAVE MORE. 
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The best way to explain these FIVE WORDS is to look at them in verse: 
 

1. The immoral individual looks on this lovely young lady and 
DESIRES to have her for himself, 

 
2. His looks are FILLED WITH EVIL INTENTIONS, and do not come 

from a pure heart, 
 
3. This progresses to LOVE BASED ON THE PHYSICAL, or love by 

the braille system—all hands and no heart, 
 
4. His mind is filled with thoughts of doing what he knows is a 

VIOLATION OF THE LAW OF GOD, and 
 
5. The actual act of IMMORALITY IS COMMITTED. 

 
 
Paul says: 
 

“PUT TO DEATH, THEREFORE, YOUR MEMBERS WHICH ARE UPON 
THE EARTH.”  

 
 
The scripture warns us to: 
 

FLEE, 
 
STAND, and 
 
NOT CONFORM. 

 
 
 
Abbott says: 
 
 5-11.  Sins to be destroyed, as well the more subtle sins of temper as the 
grosser ones of appetite. 
p. 280 
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Barclay says: 
 
It is the desire to get—and always to get that which a man has no right to have. 
 Such a desire, says Paul, is idolatry.  How can that be?  The essence of 
idolatry is the desire to get.  A man sets up an idol and worships it because he 
desires to get something out of God.  To put it bluntly, he believes that by his 
sacrifices and his gifts and his worship, he can persuade, or even bribe, God into 
giving him what he desires.  To quote C. F. D. Moule, “idolatry is an attempt to 
use God for man’s purposes, rather than to give oneself to God’s service.”  The 
essence of idolatry is, in fact, the desire to have more.  Or to come at it another 
way, the man whose whole life is dominated by the desire to get things, has set 
up things in the place of God.  In fact, he worships things and not God—and that 
precisely is idolatry. 
pp. 182-3 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
 It is a plain fact that unless there was something within us that answered 
to its seduction, sin would have no power over us at all.  Unless there was 
something in us to which temptation could appeal, temptation would be quite 
unable to influence us and so to mislead us.  This element within us to which sin 
appeals and which gives temptation its opportunity is what Paul calls the flesh.  
The flesh is that part of our nature which provides a bridgehead for the invasion 
of sin. 
 There is another way of putting this.  The flesh is human nature apart 
from Jesus Christ; it is the Christless element and part in man.  Bit by bit for 
the Christian, every part of human nature is brought into subjection to Jesus 
Chrsit, and when that happens, the flesh is defeated . . . 
p. 88 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
One motive for seeking and setting the mind on the things above is the believer’s 
union with Christ in death and in resurrection (2:20; 3:1).  Verse 3 repeats and 
summarizes this theme.  Since Christians have died with Christ, all that is alien 
to him should be alien to us.  Death with Christ (2:20) is followed by resurrection 
with Christ (3:1), and so our lives are indeed “hidden with Christ in God.”  This 
suggests not only that our lives are secure, but also that they belong in a real 
and profound sense to the invisible spiritual realm.  At the present time our 
connection with God and Christ is a matter of inner experience; one day it will 
come into full and open manifestation. 
p. 833 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 Having reminded his readers of their vital union with Christ and the 
power and encouragement this gives to holy living, Paul now shows in a 
practical way how this principle of union with Christ is to be applied in daily life.  
In short, he teaches that the Christian’s experience in Christ calls not simply for 
regulating the old earthbound life but for digging out its roots and utterly 
destroying it.  In this way the new life in Christ will have full control over the 
believer.  The underlying thought is: Let the life that is in you by virtue of your 
union with Christ work itself out and express itself in all your thoughts, actions, 
and relationships. 
p. 834 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 Paul speaks forthrightly about the demands of the new life and our urgent 
need to repress all the degrading tendencies of the old nature.  The three 
imperatives of the paragraph (“put to death” in v.5, “rid yourselves” in v.8, and 
“do not lie” in v.9) are the pegs on which the thought hangs. 
p. 834 
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Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
 Two sets of sins are listed.  The first five refer to sexual sin; the second 
five to sins of speech.  These first five were related to the cultural background of 
the Colossians and were particularly deadly to the life of the church (3:7). 
 
Sexual immoralityNIV (porneia).  Any form of illicit sexual relationship.  The 
term serves to spotlight forbidden sexual behavior between people or indirect 
participation as an audience.  We derive our term “pornography” from this Greek 
word.  In contrast to the loose morals of the ancient Greek world, believers ought 
to show self-discipline and obedience to God in this area. 
 
ImpurityNRSV (akatharsia).  Moral uncleanness.  Perhaps no sexual act has taken 
place, but the person exhibits a crudeness or insensitivity in sexual matters.  
Like the other characteristics mentioned on this list, impurity points to activities 
before knowing Christ and should have no place in a believer’s life. 
 
LustNIV (pathos).  Evil sexual passion that leads to excessive sexual immorality 
and perversion.  (See Romans 1:26; 1 Thessalonians 4:5.) 
 
Evil desireNRSV (epithumia).  Wanting something that is sinister and vile in order 
to satisfy one’s desires (see also Galatians 5:16).  Sinful human nature cannot 
help but have evil desires.  Thus Paul admonished the Colossian believers to get 
rid of the evil desires that could easily control them and which had been part of 
their lives before Christ. 
 
Greed [pleonexia] (which is idolatry)NRSV Relentless urge to get more for oneself.  
In this context, Paul may have been focusing on greed for satisfying evil desires 
and for sexual immorality.  The greed is described as idolatry because its focus is 
on filling desires rather than on God. 
p. 208 
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Bruce says: 
 
Now that you are new men and women in Christ, says the apostle, live like new 
men and women.  You have said good-bye to your old life; therefore have done 
with all those things that were characteristic of it.  You have died with Christ; 
act and speak and think therefore so as to make it plain that this “death” is no 
mere figure of speech, but a real event which has severed the links which bound 
you to the dominion of sin.  In short, be (in actual practice) what you now are (by 
a divine act). 
pp. 139-40 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
“Therefore,” since such are the peculiarities and prospects of your spiritual state, 
act in harmony with them; and since you have died, diffuse the process of death 
through all your members.  If the heart is dead, let all the organs which it once 
vivified and moved die too—nay, put them to death.  Let them be killed from 
want of nutriment and exercise.  Similar language is found in Rom. viii. 13, 
where . . . is employed; and in Gal. v. 24, where occurs the modal verb . . . In . . . 
the allusion is to members of the body, taken, not in a physical, but in a spiritual 
sense. 
p. 221 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
This desire of having more, and yet more, is idolatry.  What it craves it worships, 
what it worships it makes its portion.  To such a god there is given the first 
thought of the morning, the last wish of the evening, and the action of every 
waking hour. 
p. 223 
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Garland says: 
 
PAUL ATTESTS THAT one is either dead in sin (2:13) or dead to sin (3:5).  Believers, 
however, are still works in progress, which explains the need for the commands 
“to put to death . . . your earthly nature [lit., the members upon the earth]” (3:5) 
and to “rid yourselves of all such things” (3:8).  A believer’s “members” (NIV, “the 
parts of your body”) can be offered to sin as instruments of wickedness or to God 
as instruments of righteousness and holiness (Rom. 6:13, 19).  The “members” 
can also be taken captive: “But I see another law at work in the members of my 
body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the 
law of sin at work within my members” (Rom. 7:23). 
p. 203 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
 The list is capped off by “greed, which is idolatry.”  Greed refers to the 
haughty and ruthless belief that everything, including other persons, exists for 
one’s own personal amusement and purposes.  Essentially it turns our own 
desires into idols.  It is the overweening desire to possess more and more things 
and to run roughshod over other persons to get them.  It stands opposed to the 
willingness to give to others regardless of the cost to self.  Greed can crave after 
persons and is never satiated by its conquests but always lusts for more. 
p. 204 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 A change in position must be manifested in a change of practice.  Paul 
demonstrated clearly that the identification of the believer with Christ in His 
death, resurrection, and ascension had set him free from the pressures of 
legalism, asceticism, and false intellectualism.  This new standing should result 
in heavenly seeking and thinking. 
 The transition to the new section can be seen in the logical connective 
“therefore” (oun).  The general principles of a pursuit for holiness are now 
spelled out in specific patterns of behavior.  Proper Christian living is both 
negative (3:5-11) and positive (3:12-17).  The former involves the elimination of 
the past sins of the old unsaved life and the latter describes the development of a 
righteous character within the new life. 
p. 131 
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Gromacki says: 
 
 1.  List of sins 
 
 Five sins are mentioned.  “Fornication” (porneian) is a general word for 
sexual immorality, both within and without the marital union.  It is based upon 
two verbs (peraō and pernēmi) which convey the idea of selling bodies, both male 
and female, for lustful purposes.  It is specifically used of the prostitute (James 
2:25; Rev. 17:1, 5). 
 “Uncleanness” (akatharsian) is moral impurity in all forms.  It is marked 
by a filthy mind, full of sensually suggestive thoughts and humor (Eph. 5:3-4).   
It reads illicit sex even into the most wholesome situations.  Marked by 
perverted fantasies, it is expressed today through pornographic literature and 
movies.  Caused by the lusts of the heart, it leads to the dishonor of bodies (Rom. 
1:24). 
 “Inordinate affection” (pathos) is erotic love, depraved passion, 
uncontrollable desire.  It desires to use another for one’s own selfish, sensual 
gratification.  It is both heterosexual and homosexual in character (Rom. 1:26;  
I Thess. 4:5). 
 “Evil concupiscence” (epithumian kakēn) is literally a “wicked desire.”  
The physical desires created within the human anatomy and personality are 
divinely given and intrinsically good, but they become evil when they are 
motivated by the sin nature and are executed for evil ends. 
 A specific type of “covetousness” (tēn pleonexian) manifests the essence of 
“idolatry.”  The word means “to have more.”  When Israel worshiped idols, she 
committed spiritual adultery because she wanted more than what her spiritual 
husband, God, gave her.  In like manner, a person who commits adultery 
commits spiritual idolatry.  In both cases, the exclusiveness of love and 
commitment to one is forsaken for another.  Paul warned against defrauding 
[same word] the partner in the marriage relationship (I Thess. 4:6). 
pp. 132-33 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
5. Mortify–Greek, “make a corpse of”; “make dead”; “put to death.”  therefore–
(Note, vs. 3).  Follow out to its necessary consequence the fact of your having 
once for all died with Christ spiritually at your regeneration, by daily “deadening 
your members,” of which united “the body of the sins of the flesh” consists (cf. 
2:11).  “The members” to be mortified are the fleshly instruments of lust, in so 
far as the members of the body are abused to such purposes. 
p. 1325 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 Because it places selfish desire above obedience to God, greed amounts to 
idolatry.  Covetousness is the root cause of all sin. 
p. 139 
 
 
 
Melick says: 
 
 DISCARD VICES (3:5-11).  These verses specifically develop the theme “put 
to death.”  The theme seldom occurs in the Pauline Epistles, but it does occur in 
foundational passages.  Along with its counterpart, the resurrection, it forms the 
basic theological underpinning for all ethical concerns of the Christian.  The 
specific words “put to death” (nekroun) do not occur in any other Pauline 
passage.  They were no doubt used here because of the emphasis on death . . . 
p. 287 
 
 
 
O’Brien says: 
 
 5Therefore put to death what belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desire and covetousness which is idolatry.  
6Because of these things the wrath of God is coming.  7You too used to walk in 
these ways in the life you once lived.  8But now put them all away: anger, rage, 
malice, slander and filthy language from your lips.  9Stop lying to one another 
since you have put off the old man with his practices, 10and have put on the new 
man which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of his creator.  11Here 
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave and free, but Christ is all and in all. 
p. 173 
 
 
 
Parker says: 
 
 Then the Apostle says, Now, brethren, after all this exaltation of mind, 
“Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth”: keep on killing 
yourselves; whenever anything rises in you that ought not to rise, off with its 
head.  If thy right hand offend thee, cut it off; if thy right eye offend thee, pluck 
it out: mortify—make dead, and deader still, everything that does not belong to 
the soul’s immortality. 
p. 70 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

98 

Patrick & Lowth say: 
 
There being in us naturally “the old man,” ver. 9, Eph. iv. 22, and “the body of 
sin” the inordinate affections and lustings of it are styled the members of that 
body; partly, because they exert themselves by the members of the natural body; 
and partly, because, as the members of the body are employed to fulfil and 
accomplish the desires of the natural body, so these affections are employed to 
gratify the desires of the body of sin: these members are styled “earthly 
members,” because they respect only earthly things, they fix our hearts upon, 
and employ our minds about them; to mortify them is to resist and to suppress 
their motions, that we do not obey them, or gratify them in their inordinate 
desires and affections, but carefully shun all the occasions of sin, and use those 
means which tend to the subduing of it. 
p. 791 
 
 
 
Radmacher & Allen say: 
 
 While obedience to rules cannot bring salvation, those who are saved 
ought to live worthy of that salvation.  Thus, Paul gives the Colossians 
instructions concerning proper conduct.  He states in negative and positive terms 
the kind of life that God wants Christians to live.  Although the believers at 
Colosse were once captivated by the evil practices listed in vv. 5, 8, 9, they were 
to abandon such practices. 
p. 1566 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
Paul now proceeds to apply this doctrine of heavenly-mindnedness in various 
details. 
p. 100 
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Trentham says: 
 
 Idolatry is an attempt to use God for man’s purposes rather than to give 
one’s self to God’s service.  This is the reason the wrath of God falls on the sons 
of disobedience.  God’s wrath is not a divine temper tantrum.  It is the 
implacable, unbending opposition of God to man’s sin.  Someone has said,  
“I could not love a father who did not love me enough to be angry with me when  
I do wrong and I could not worship a God who did not love me enough to be 
angry with the sin which destroys the best within me.”  “He that soweth to his 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption” (Gal. 6:8). 
p. 136 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
LUST 18 
My soul, see here the danger of gratified passions; they are the janitors of hell. 
TD78:30  
p. 287 
 
 
Whatever a man depends upon, whatever rules his mind, whatever governs his 
affections, whatever is the chief object of his delight, is his god. 723.185 
p. 240 
 
 
If you love anything better than God you are idolaters: if there is anything you 
would not give up for God it is your idol: if there is anything that you seek with 
greater fervour than you seek the glory of God, that is your idol, and conversion 
means a turning from every idol. 1806.581 
pp. 240-41 
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(The Faith: What Christians Believe, Why They Believe It, and Why It Matters 
by Charles Colson and Harold Fickett) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.  
Copyright– Charles W. Colson, 2008. 

 
 I asked this question on the source of evil while visiting the California 
Rehabilitation Center in Orange County.  The prison is located on the outskirts 
of an urban area in a flat, arid, and dusty part of California.  Huge rolls of 
concertina barbwire surrounded the complex.  A line of one-story buildings, like 
so many chicken coops, fanned out in a V from the central, two-story, flat-roofed 
administrative buildings. 
 The institution is the state’s primary correctional drug rehab facility.  
Year after year we are packing more and more people away in such prisons––
over 2 million today.  I stopped when I arrived, surveyed the dreary site, and 
asked myself a question I’ve asked countless times:  How is it in this, the richest, 
most powerful nation on earth, that we have to pack so many human beings in 
these dreadful places? 
 I spoke to between three and four hundred excited inmates jammed in the 
chapel that morning, many apparently serious believers.  Five minutes into my 
talk I asked them the question that had struck me that morning, “Okay, now, 
you fellows that are in here, you are the experts.  Why is it that we as a nation 
are filling so many prisons?” 
 Dozens among the guys sitting there in their blue denim uniforms began 
shouting out, “Sin!”  The word became a ringing chorus.  “Sin!”  I was stunned.   
I can’t imagine any other audience where, if I asked that question, I would get 
that answer.  These men have lived it, though.  They know the truth. 
p. 75 
 
 
 
(Voices from the Past: Puritan Devotional Readings edited by Richard Rushing)  

Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. Copyright– Richard Rushing, 2009. 
 
When lust is up and eager for fulfillment, all considerations of eternal glory and 
blessedness are laid aside to give it satisfaction.  Many part with the joys of 
Christianity for the vilest price.  A little pleasure, a little gain, a little happiness 
in the world, will make men part with all that is honest and sacred. 
p. 23 
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(Thirsting for God: Spiritual Refreshment for the Sacred Journey by Gary L. 
Thomas)  Eugene, OR: Harvest House. Copyright– Gary Thomas, 
1999/2011. 

 
 The Puritans issued urgent calls to remain vigilant and reflective, 
particularly about the encroaching power of indwelling sin.  Ralph Venning 
argues, “[True saints] maintain a continual war against the Devil, the world and 
the flesh because they would not sin.  As much as they love peace they live in 
war.  Indeed, they must live in war to preserve their peace, on which sin would 
make a breach.”2  Johannes Tauler uses the same metaphor: 
 

We must behave as people do in a besieged city: they watch where the 
attackers are strongest and the defenses weakest.  If they fail to do this, 
the city is lost.  In the same manner we should keep our eyes carefully on 
the point where the devil most often attacks us, where human nature is 
weakest, where our frailties lie, and here we should keep guard most 
vigilantly.3 

 
2. Ralph Venning, The Sinfulness of Sin (Carlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust, 1997), 121. 
3. Johannes Tauler, Sermons, trans. by Maria Shrady (New York: Paulist Press, 1985), 120. 
p. 56 
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What’s wrong with adultery? 
By Cal Thomas 
Tribune Media Services 
 
We live in a bipolar culture. We allow ourselves to be drenched in sexual images 
in movies, on television and on the Internet and then defend First Amendment 
protection to even the most graphic of them.  Then, when a politician acts out 
what culture promotes, we criticize him, especially if he’s conservative, branding 
him with the equivalent of a “scarlet letter.” 
 
In our not too distant past, a feeling of shame made people go into hiding after 
an adulterous relationship was exposed.  Now they go on television to talk about 
the sleazy details.  They either deny it (Herman Cain), admit it and say they’ve 
asked God for forgiveness (Newt Gingrich), or pay no political price at all (space 
limitations prevent me from listing the legion of politicians that fall into this last 
category.) . . . 
 
In a nation that channels Ado Annie’s lament from the musical “Oklahoma” (“I’m 
just a girl who cain’t say no”), saying no to anything, including adultery, gets you 
pegged as a fundamentalist who is attempting to impose his morality on others.  
How’s our failure to impose anything working out for us? . . . 
 
For politicians, it goes deeper.  Here is the question I wanted to ask former 
Senator Gary Hart after his alleged affair with Donna Rice nearly 25 years ago: 
“If we can’t trust you to keep a promise freely made to your wife before God and 
witnesses, what standard should we use to judge your truthfulness when you 
make promises to the American people?” . . . 
 
It’s not just a religious concept.  Ask a person who is married but does not 
believe in God how he or she would feel about a cheating spouse and you most 
likely would get the same response you would receive from one who does believe 
in a higher power: anger and profound disappointment. 
 
(Direct all MAIL for Cal Thomas to: Tribune Media Services, 2225 Kenmore Ave., Suite 114, 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14207.  Readers may also e-mail Cal Thomas at tmseditors@tribune.com. 
 
(c) 2011 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. 
 
http://www.calthomas.com/index.php?news=3417 
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v. 6  Because of which things there is coming the wrath of God,  
 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 6: 
 

Because of these things the wrath of God is coming on the sons of 
disobedience. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 6: 
 

It’s because of this kind of thing that God is about to explode in anger.   
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Paul added that because of these evils the wrath of God is coming.  The words “is 
coming” render the present tense erchetai (lit., “comes”).  This suggests that 
God’s wrath has already begun . . . It will, of course, culminate in His future 
climactic visitation on evil . . . 
 
 
John 3:36 (NASB) 
 

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 

 
 
Here Paul states the REASON “[putting] to death . . . your members”: 
 

“BECAUSE OF WHICH THINGS THERE IS COMING THE WRATH OF 
GOD.” 

 
 
This kind of immoral living can only bring one thing and that is the “WRATH 
OF GOD.” 
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Hebrews 10:31 (TLB) 
 

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
 
 
Galatians 5:21 (TLB) 
 

. . . Let me tell you again as I have before, that anyone living that sort of 
life will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 
 
Galatians 6:7 (TLB) 
 

Don’t be misled; remember that you can’t ignore God and get away with it: 
a man will always reap just the kind of crop he sows! 

 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
5 In principle when we became Christians, we died with Christ (cf. 2:20; 3:3).  Now 
we are charged to “put to death” (GK 3739; lit., “to make dead”) the old life in 
everyday practice.  This verb suggests that we must not simply suppress or control 
evil acts and attitudes; rather, we are to wipe them out and completely 
exterminate the old way of life.  The verb also suggests that we must do so in a 
vigorous, possibly painful act of personal determination . . . 
p. 834 
 
 
 
C. Henry says: 
 
Paul does not minimize the consequence of accepting low standards.  “The wrath 
of God” (v. 6) is often overlooked in modern theology, but in the Bible it is very 
real.  It is provoked always and only by sin.  So Paul urges them to turn away 
from these sins and, after reminding them of their past, he goes on to catalogue 
further evils to be avoided (v. 8). 
p. 328 
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Henry says: 
 
How necessary it is to mortify sins, v. 6, 7.  If we do not kill them, they will kill 
us: For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of 
disobedience, v. 6.  See what we are all by nature more or less: we are children of 
disobedience.  The wrath of God comes upon all the children of disobedience.  
Those who do not obey the precepts of the law incur the penalties of it.  We 
should mortify these sins because they have lived in us:  In which you also 
walked some time, when you lived in them . . . 
p. 1873 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
“Because of which things there comes the wrath of God upon the sons of the 
disobedience.”  This wrath is the reaction of God’s holiness and righteousness 
against sin.  See Rom. 1:18.  It comes not merely on the day of final judgment 
but whenever this wrath blazes forth in judgments on individuals and even on 
rotten nations.  “Comes” is an iterative present tense.  Considerations of grace 
and mercy hold back the coming; this is God’s long-suffering.  But when the evil 
cup is full, the wrath descends. 
pp. 158-9 
 
 
 
(The Best of A. W. Tozer: Book 2 compiled by Warren W. Wiersbe)  Camp Hill, 

PA: Wing Spread Publishers. Copyright– Zur Ltd., 1980, 2000. 
 
 But God’s justice stands forever against the sinner in utter severity.  The 
vague and tenuous hope that God is too kind to punish the ungodly has become a 
deadly opiate for the consciences of millions.  It hushes their fears and allows 
them to practice all pleasant forms of iniquity while death draws every day 
nearer and the command to repent goes unregarded.  As responsible moral 
beings we dare not so trifle with our eternal future. 
p. 24 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Better one yard of wall built with gold, silver, and precious stones, than a mile of 
wood, hay, and stubble. PM261 
pp. 292-3 
 
 
He sees right through us at a glance, as if we were made of glass; he sees all our 
past, present, and future. 2236.650 
p. 303 
 
 
O child of God, thou art on one side fair as an angel, and the grace of God gleams 
upon thee, and makes thee bright as thy transfigured Master: and yet on the 
other side of thee thou art black as a devil, and if the grace of God were taken 
from thee thou wouldst as much dishonour the name and cross of Christ as ever 
did the false apostate who took the thirty pieces of silver. 1528.171 
p. 332 
 
 
 
(Making the Best of a Bad Decision: How to Put Your Regrets Behind you, 

Embrace Grace, and Move Toward a Better Future by Erwin W. Lutzer)  
Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright– Erwin W. Lutzer, 2011. 

 
The human mind has the capacity to rationalize anything the heart really 
wants. 
p. 68 
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v. 7  in which things also you once ordered your behavior when you were living 
in them.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 7: 
 

You also lived your lives in this way at one time, when you used to live 
among them. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 7: 
 

It wasn’t long ago that you were doing all that stuff and not knowing any 
better.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says of verse 7: 
 
Though the Colossian Christians used to walk [live] in these evil ways, before 
they came to know Christ, Paul commanded that they do so no more 
 
 
You used to be like this once when you were living by the dictates of the flesh.  
Now you are controlled by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
Galatians 5:25 (TLB) 
 

If we are living now by the Holy Spirit’s power, let us follow the Holy 
Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives. 

 
 
“Your life has been hidden with Christ in God” and you are thinking about 
“things above, not the things on earth.” 
 
 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

108 

Peter talks about this change of life when he shares in: 
 
1 Peter 4:3 (version unknown) 
 

Enough time has been spent doing the things which the world does; let us 
spend the remaining time dong the will of God. 

 
 
John also talks about it when he tells us in: 
 
1 John 2:15 (version unknown) 
 

Stop loving the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in 
the world, the lusts of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life is not of the Father; but is of the world. 

 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
What a strange medley are we of the diabolical and the divine, the sinful and the 
heavenly, so sadly wedded to the earth, and yet so gloriously born from heaven. 
1181.376 
p. 332 
 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NASB) 
 

Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 
passed away; behold, new things have come.  
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v. 8  But now put away also all these things: anger, wrath, wickedness, evil 
speaking, abusive language out of your mouth.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 8: 
 

But now, put off all such things as anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive 
language from your mouth. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 8: 
 

But you know better now, so make sure it’s all gone for good: bad temper, 
irritability, meanness, profanity, dirty talk.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Now you must rid yourselves of all such things.  The word “rid” . . . means “to 
put off” like a suit of clothes.  In its ethical use here it means “throw it off like a 
dirty shirt” . . . In the Bible, behavior is often likened to a garment . . . 

Repulsive habits—anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language—do 
not fit or suit Christians.  They are unbecoming to believers . . . “Anger” . . . is a 
chronic attitude of smoldering hatred, whereas “rage” . . . is an acute outburst.  
Thymos elsewhere is rendered “outbursts of anger” . . . “fits of rage” . . . and 
“rage” . . . “Malice” (. . . the vice that lies below anger and rage as their root) is 
forbidden, as is “slander” (. . . “railing or evil speaking”).  “Filthy language” . . . is 
shameful or abrasive speech.  
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In verse 8 we have the 4th command of the series of 5 commands in the passage: 
 

COMMAND #1: verse 1—“be seeking the things above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God,” 

 
COMMAND #2: verse 2—“be setting your mind upon things above, not 

the things on the earth,” 
 
COMMAND #3: verse 5—“put to death, therefore, your members which 

are upon the earth,” and now 
 
COMMAND #4: verse 8—“PUT AWAY ALSO ALL THESE THINGS.”  

 
 
Whereas the command in verse 5 was to “put to death,” the command here is to 
“PUT AWAY.” 
 
 
In verse 5 we are to “Put to death.” 
 
 
Here in verse 8 we are to “PUT AWAY.” 
 
 
He lists FIVE THINGS in verse 5 and FIVE THINGS here in verse 8.  “BUT 
NOW PUT AWAY” just like you would a suit of clothes that were worn out. 
 
 
Hebrews 12:1 (TLB) 
 

Since we have such a huge crowd of men of faith watching us from the 
grandstands, let us strip off anything that slows us down or holds us back, 
and especially those sins that wrap themselves so tightly around our feet 
and trip us up; and let us run with patience the particular race that God 
has set before us. 
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James 1:21 (TLB) 
 

So get rid of all that is wrong in your life, both inside and outside, and 
humbly be glad for the wonderful message we have received, for it is able 
to save our souls as it takes hold of our hearts. 

 
 
1 Peter 2:1 (TLB) 
 

So get rid of your feelings of hatred.  Don’t just pretend to be good!  Be 
done with dishonesty and jealousy and talking about others behind their 
backs. 

 
 
This list HARMS OTHERS and the list in verse 5 HARMS THE SINNER. 
 
 
This list has to do with our SPEECH—out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks. 
 
 
We will do well to follow the advice of: 
 
Colossians 4:6 (DAV) 
 

Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, to the end that 
you know how you ought to answer everyone. 

 
 
James 1:19-20 (NASB) 
 

This you know, my beloved brethren.  But let everyone be quick to hear, 
slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the 
righteousness of God.  

 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

112 

Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
 Not only did they need to deal with sexual immorality in all its variations, 
they also needed to deal with misused anger that often spilled over into evil 
speech. 
 
Anger (orge).  A continuous attitude of hatred that remains bottled up within.  
This could refer to what is under the surface, while “rage” (below) refers to what 
bursts out.  Anger would destroy the harmony and unity Paul called for among 
the believers. 
 
RageNIV (thumos).  Outbursts of anger or quick temper for selfish reasons.  This 
could mean continual and uncontrolled behavior. 
 
Malice (kakia).  Doing evil despite the good that has been received.  This word is 
a general term referring to an evil force that destroys relationships.  It can mean 
anything from trouble to wickedness.  It is a deliberate attempt to harm another 
person. 
 
SlanderNRSV (blasphemia).  Destroying another person’s good reputation by lies, 
gossip, spreading rumors, etc.  Malice often manifests itself through slander.  
From the Greek word we get our word “blasphemy,” a term used to describe 
speaking against God.  The Greeks used the word for defamation of character.  
Again, this destroys human relationships. 
 
Filthy languageNIV (aisxrologia).  Crude talk, abrasive language, expletives.  
Paul admonished the believers that such language must be caught and stopped 
before it escapes their mouths. 
 These behaviors have no place in any Christian or in any church.  These 
are part of the “old life” before knowing Christ.  Christians must resolutely “put 
off” these repulsive sins of anger and speech so that they can “put on” Christ’s 
attitudes and actions. 
p. 210 
 
 
 
Carson says: 
 
But now that you have been raised with Christ, says Paul, you must exhibit a 
totally different attitude to sin.  No longer is it your natural environment.  It is 
rather something to be ‘put away’ as one discards filthy rags. 
p. 83 
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Gromacki says: 
 
 Five sins are listed as examples, although the command would definitely 
include all immoral attitudes (“all these”).  “Anger” (orgēn) is the same word 
used for the wrath of God (3:6).  Anger, in itself, is a proper emotion if it is 
controlled by the Holy Spirit and is exercised for holy reasons (Eph. 4:26).  In the 
unsaved man and in the carnal believer, it is the inward attitude of the sinful 
flesh; thus it is innately wrong. 
 “Wrath” (thumon) is closely associated with anger.  In fact, it is white-hot 
anger.  It is uncontrolled rage expressed through outbursts of temper.  Carson 
claimed that “anger speaks of the settled attitude, while wrath is the passionate 
outburst.”  Anger is kept in, whereas wrath is let out. 
 “Malice” (kakian) is a general term for moral badness.  It envelopes 
personal animosity and malicious gossip.  It emphasizes the principle of sin, 
whereas “wickedness” (ponēria) points out the practice of sin (I Cor. 5:8).  One 
who acts with malice does wrong; one who acts with wickedness does wrong with 
pleasure (Rom. 1:18, 32). 
 “Blasphemy” can be directed toward both God and man.  It comes from 
two words (phēmi and blaptō) which means, respectively, to speak and to injure 
someone.  It includes both abusive words and slander (James 3:9-10). 
 “Filthy communication” (aischrologian) denotes disgraceful speech.  Such 
words should produce shame for both the speaker and the listener.  It is low, 
obscene, dirty talk.  It is full of swearing and sexual innuendo (Eph. 5:4). 
 Such sins grieve the Holy Spirit and should be put away immediately 
(Eph. 4:30-31). 
pp. 135-36 
 
 
 
Henry says: 
 
Anger and wrath are bad, but malice is worse; it is anger heightened and settled.  
So the product of them in the tongue; as blasphemy, which seems there to mean, 
not so much speaking ill of God as speaking ill of men,––filthy communication, 
all lewd and wanton discourse, which propagates the same defilements in the 
hearers. 
p. 1873 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
8. But now––that ye are no longer living in them.  ye also––like other believers; 
answering to “ye also” (vs. 7) like other unbelievers formerly.  put off––“Do ye 
also put away all these, “ viz., those just enumerated, and those which follow 
[ALFORD].  anger, wrath––(Note, Eph. 4:31).  blasphemy––rather, “reviling,” “evil 
speaking,” as it is translated in Ephesians 4:31.  filthy communication––The 
context favors the translation, “abusive language,” rather than impure 
conversation.  “Foul language” best retains the ambiguity of the original. 
p. 1325 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 Here we again have five.  Those listed in v. 5 harm the sinner himself; 
these harm other people. 
p. 160 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
Like a person who removes his dirty clothes at day’s end, believers must discard 
the filthy garments of their old, sinful lives.  anger.  A deep, smoldering 
bitterness; the settled heart attitude of an angry person (cf. Eph. 4:31; James 
1:19, 20).  wrath.  Unlike God’s settled and righteous wrath (see note on Rom. 
1:18),this is a sudden outburst of sinful anger, usually the eruption that flows 
out of “anger” (see not on Gal. 5:20; cf. Luke 4:28; Acts 19:28; Eph. 4:31).  malice.  
From the Greek term that denotes general moral evil.  Here it probably refers to 
the damage caused by evil speech (cf. 1 Pet. 2:1).  blasphemy.  The normal 
translation when this word refers to God.  But here, since it refers to people, it is 
better translated “slander.”  To slander people, however, is to blaspheme God . . . 
p. 1741 
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Robertson says: 
 
 “But now do you also put off from yourselves the whole group of vices.”  He 
means all vices of whatever kind.  See a similar list of sins in Ephesians 4:22-31.  
here Paul apparently refers to the sins already mentioned with a forward glance 
at those that follow.  it is the figure of discarding these sins like an old worn-out 
garment that one will no longer wear. 
p. 102 
 
 
 
(Coach Wooden’s Pyramid of Success by John Wooden & Jay Carty) Ventura, 

CA: Regal Books / Gospel Light. Copyright – John R. Wooden & Jay Carty, 
2005.  

 
Almighty God and Heavenly Father, show me if selfish  

ambition is getting in the way of our relationship and help  
me to set noble goals that will be pleasing in Your  

sight and bring glory to You.  Thank You. 
p. 97 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
When the Lord Jesus loves a man very much, He gives him much to do or much 
to suffer. CC55 
p. 292 
 
 
Even now he (the Christian) grows rich by his losses, he rises by his falls, he 
lives by dying, and becomes full by being emptied; if, then, his grievous 
afflictions yield him so much peaceable fruit in this life, what shall be the full 
vintage of joy “afterwards” in heaven? ME279 
p. 292 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Certain profane men have gone so far as to kick at God himself.  They do not 
hesitate in their malice, but they out with it in plain plump oaths, and dare their 
Maker to do most terrible things to them.  Mind that he does not answer you, 
blasphemer.  He is a hearer of prayer, and when you pray him to damn you, he 
may one of these days do it, sinner!  Do not ask him again lest he should do it at 
once.  He has a way of doing what men ask him to do; do not trifle with him. 
709.501 
pp. 374-5 
 
 
 
(Majestic Destiny: Kingdom Hope is Rising by Curtis H. Tucker)  Redmond, OR: 

Last Chapter Publishing. Copyright– Curtis H. Tucker, 2011. 
 
 It is a practical righteousness that qualifies a person for his treasure in 
the kingdom.  Good works are the condition for the kingdom.  To realize 
greatness in the kingdom one must meet the practical demands. 
p. 146 
 
 
 
(Thirsting for God: Spiritual Refreshment for the Sacred Journey by Gary L. 

Thomas)  Eugene, OR: Harvest House. Copyright– Gary Thomas, 
1999/2011. 

 
 Most of us want to be rid of our longstanding sins in a day.  We think that 
by praying, “I’ll never do it again!” we can somehow shout ourselves out of years 
of habitual failure.  True holiness focuses on drawing near to God.  As the love of 
God fills our hearts, the desire for sin is cut off and withers.  But this is a 
process, not an overnight experience.  Stress, confusion, weariness . . . any 
number of things can resurrect old sinful habits.  That is why we must 
continually apply ourselves anew to loving God. 
p. 74 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of C. H. 
Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. Copyright– 
Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
If all men’s sins were divided into two bundles, half of them would be sins of the 
tongue. PT48 
p. 449 
 
 
Above all things beware of letting your tongue outrun your brains. 1LS165 
p. M-544 
 
 
 
(Take My Heart, O God: Riches from the Greatest Christian Women Writers of 

All Times by Sarah Young)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– 
Worthy Media, Inc., 2010. 

 
For most of us, the subtle encroachment of pride is more dangerous, and more 
likely to render us useless to God and others, than any other kind of failure. 

––NANCY LEIGH DEMOSS 
p. 1/20 
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(Take My Heart, O God: Riches from the Greatest Christian Women Writers of 
All Times by Sarah Young)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– 
Worthy Media, Inc., 2010. 

 
Until the will and affections are brought under the authority of Christ, we have 
not begun to understand, let alone to accept, His Lordship. 

––ELISABETH ELLIOT 
 

HIS LORDSHIP 
 

As a group, women are adverse to the thought of anyone lording over us.  We’ve 
been trained to believe that no one should stand in the way of our goals and 
dreams––that we have the right to do anything we want. 
 
But as believers, we have a different view, for we must willingly submit 
ourselves to the lordship of Christ.  We put him in charge.  We turn our lives 
over to him.  We ask him to guide us; we follow.  It doesn’t mean we don’t make 
plans or pursue our passions; it just means we hold the plans and passions 
loosely, always seeking God’s will. 
 
As Elisabeth Elliot says, we must bring both our will (what we want) and our 
affections (those passions that send us following our hearts) under Christ’s 
lordship. 
 
Until he is Lord of all, he is not really Lord at all 
p. 5/13 
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(Closer Walk: 365 Daily Devotionals that Nurture a Heart for God by Bruce H. 
Wilkinson) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright – Walk Thru the 
Bible Ministries, 1992.  

 
C. S. Lewis, a serious student of Scripture, examines the consequences of 

sin in the light of eternity.  Read his words thoughtfully out loud. 
 

Walk with C. S. Lewis 
“Christianity asserts that every individual human being is going to live 

forever.  Now there are a good many things which would not be worth bothering 
about if I were going to live only seventy years, but which I had better bother 
about very seriously if I am going to live forever. 

“Perhaps my bad temper or my jealousy are actually getting worse—so 
gradually that the increase in seventy years would not be very noticeable.  But it 
might be absolute hell in a million years: In fact, hell is precisely the correct 
technical term for what it would be. 

“Be sure there is something inside you which, unless it is altered, will put 
it out of God’s power to prevent your being eternally miserable.  While that 
something remains, there can be no heaven for you, just as there can be no sweet 
smells for a man with a cold in his nose, and no music for a man who is deaf. 

“It’s not merely a question of God sending us to hell.  In each of us there is 
something growing up which will of itself be hell unless it is nipped in the bud.  
The matter is serious: Let us put ourselves in His hands at once—this very day, 
this hour.” 
p. 286 
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(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)  Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House. Copyright– Oswald Chambers Publications Association, 
1992. 

 
 Beware of “the cares of this world . . .” (Mark 4:19).  They are the very 
things that produce the wrong attitudes in our soul.  It is incredible what 
enormous power there is in simple things to distract our attention away from 
God.  Refuse to be swamped by “the cares of this world.” 
 Another thing that distracts us is our passion for vindication.  St. 
Augustine prayed, “O Lord, deliver me from this lust of always vindicating 
myself.”  Such a need for constant vindication destroys our soul’s faith in God.  
Don’t say, “I must explain myself,” or, “I must get people to understand.”  Our 
Lord never explained anything—He left the misunderstandings or 
misconceptions of others to correct themselves. 
 When we discern that other people are not growing spiritually and allow 
that discernment to turn to criticism, we block our fellowship with God.  God 
never gives us discernment so that we may criticize, but that we may intercede. 
(November 23) 
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v. 9  Stop lying to one another, seeing you have put off the old man with his 
practices,  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 9: 
 

Do not lie to one another since you have put off the old man with its 
practices 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 9: 
 

Don’t lie to one another.  You’re done with that old life.  It’s like a filthy 
set of ill-fitting clothes you’ve stripped off and put in the fire.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Neither should Christians lie . . . for truthfulness is essential in followers of the 
One who is “the Truth” . . . 

Lying and all other vices are inappropriate for a Christian for at salvation 
he discarded his old self (lit., “the old man,” i.e., the former sinful way of living, 
characteristic of the unregenerate; . . .) with its practices . . . 
 
 
This is the FIFTH AND FINAL COMMAND in the passage we are considering: 
 
 
COMMAND #5: 
 

“STOP LYING TO ONE ANOTHER.” 
 
 
It is in the PRESENT TENSE.  It is a NEGATIVE IMPERATIVE.  It is 
legitimate to tell them to stop doing it. 
 
 
“STOP LYING TO ONE ANOTHER, SEEING YOU HAVE PUT OFF THE OLD 
MAN WITH HIS PRACTICES.” 
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The FIVE COMMANDS we have looked at in this passage are: 
 

COMMAND #1: verse 1—“be seeking the things above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God,” 

 
COMMAND #2: verse 2—“be setting your mind upon things above, not 

the things on the earth,” 
 
COMMAND #3: verse 5—“put to death, therefore, your members which 

are upon the earth: fornication (immorality), impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry,” 

 
COMMAND #4: verse 8—“but now put away also all these things: 

anger, wrath, wickedness, evil speaking, abusive 
language out of your mouth,” and 

 
COMMAND #5: verse 9—“STOP LYING TO ONE ANOTHER, 

SEEING YOU HAVE PUT OFF THE OLD MAN 
WITH HIS PRACTICES.” 

 
 
Ephesians 4:25 (TLB) 
 

Stop lying to each other; tell the truth, for we are parts of each other and 
when we lie to each other we are hurting ourselves. 

 
 
“THE OLD MAN” refers to what we were before Christ came in. 
 
 
“THE NEW MAN” is what we are now that Christ is living in us. 
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Barclay says there are THREE THINGS we should automatically ask ourselves 
about what we say: 
 
 1. Is it true? 
 
 2. Is it necessary? 
 
 3. Is it kind? 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 
John Calvin said: 
 
The old man is whatever we bring from our mother’s womb, and whatever we 
are by nature.  It is called the old because we are firstborn from Adam, and 
afterwards we are born again through Christ. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
When he forbids lying, he condemns every sort of cunning, and all base artifices 
of deception. 
p. 210 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
. . . “Do not lie to one another.”  As one of the Greek Fathers says, falsehood ill 
became them who avowed themselves disciples of Him who said “I am the truth.”  
The apostle, in writing to the Ephesians, adds as a reason why they should 
adhere to the truth—“we are members one of another.” 
p. 226 
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Fergusson says: 
 
 He returneth to the former exhortation of mortifying sin, and exemplifieth 
it in another sort of corruptions, to wit, those which are more spiritual, whereof 
he mentioneth six: the first three are sins of the heart, the rest are sins of the 
mouth. 
p.360 
 
 
 
Garland says: 
 
THE IMAGE OF having stripped off old filthy rags and put on new clothes (see Gal. 
3:28; Eph. 4:20-25; cf. Job 29:14; Isa. 61:10) marks the transition from the list of 
vices to the list of virtues.  It helps us look beyond the individual ethical 
admonitions to see the basis of our moral transformation.  The vices make 
indiscernible the image of God in a person.  Who can see that image in those who 
misuse their sexuality or who try to destroy others in malicious anger?  
Christians have discarded the old solidarities and its behaviors like a set of 
shabby clothes and have joined themselves to a new solidarity, which renews the 
image of God in them and creates new behaviors. 
p. 206 
 
 
 
Gromacki says: 
 
 The first two commands stressed a crisis decision, a determined resolution 
to put away the sinful practices of the past.  The present imperative (“Lie not”) 
points out daily interpersonal relationships within the church.  It denotes two 
basic ideas: Stop lying if you have been doing it; and continually do not lie to one 
another.  To lie is to tell a deliberate untruth, to create a wrong impression by 
revealing a partial truth, and to distort the facts by exaggeration.  Elsewhere 
Paul wrote: “Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his 
neighbor: for we are members one of another” (Eph. 4:25).  Lying must be 
replaced by the telling of truth before complete spiritual victory can be attained.  
The reason for this verbal transformation is the fact that believers are brothers 
and members of the body of Christ, the true church.  
p. 136 
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C. Henry says: 
 
In verses 9 and 10 he exchanges the metaphor of dying and rising again for that 
of putting off the old and putting on the new.  But the thrust is the same.  
Christians have a new life and must not be as those without the power of God 
within them.  Paul completes this section with a reminder of the oneness in 
Christ which removes all divisions. 
p. 328 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
Lying is a different sort of harmful sin and is therefore listed separately with its 
own imperative . . . 
p. 161 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
This present imperative wants to exclude all lying; we should translate: “Never 
lie to one another!”  The reciprocal pronoun does not restrict the injunction to 
Christians as though we may lie to non-Christians, for the sense is: “to one 
another” no matter who the other person may be.  The ethical question as to 
whether a lie is ever justified under any circumstance of life has been answered 
in connection with Eph. 4:25. 
p. 161 
 
 
 
Radmacher & Allen say: 
 
The analogies between the old man and our old sinful ways and the new man 
and our new lives in Jesus Christ parallel Paul’s discussion in Rom. 6 about 
dying to sin and living for Christ.  The two words old man and new man do not 
refer to the Christian’s fleshly and spiritual natures.  Instead, Paul describes our 
former unredeemed life as the old man, and our life as God’s child as the new 
man.  The new man has the image of the new creation in Christ, just as the old 
man bears the image of our fallen nature.  The old man is under an old master, 
Satan, while the new man has a new master, the Spirit of God living within. 
p. 1566 
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Wuest says: 
 
“Lie” is present imperative in a prohibition, forbidding the continuance of an 
action already going on.  It is, “Stop lying to one another.”  These Colossian 
saints had carried over into the new life, the sin of lying.  They should stop lying 
because they had put off the old man with his practices, that person they were 
before they were saved, and had put on the new man, that person they were now 
in Christ Jesus, this new person being constantly renewed with respect to a 
complete and perfect knowledge which is according to the image of the One who 
created him. 
p. 221 
 
 
 
(Winning with People by John C. Maxwell) Nashville, TN: Nelson Books / 

Thomas Nelson Publishers. Copyright – John C. Maxwell, 2004.  
 
Author Glenn Clark advised, “If you wish to travel far and fast, travel light.  
Take off all your envies, jealousies, unforgiveness, selfishness, and tears.”  
People who have not gotten past their hurt have a hard time doing that.  As a 
result, they act and react differently from healthy people. 
 
 Healthy people are . . . Hurting people are . . . 
 more willing to change. less willing to change. 
 
 more willing to admit less willing to admit failure. 
 failure. 
 
 more willing to discuss less willing to discuss issues. 
 issues. 
 
 more willing to learn less willing to learn from  
 from others. others. 
 
 more willing to do less willing to do something 
 something about the about the problem. 
 problem. 
 
 able to travel light. carrying a lot of baggage. 
p. 30 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
RESTORATION 33 
It is always a sign of repentance in Christians who have fallen when they leave 
the company where they were led astray. 2771.139  
p. 389 
 
 
I am not so much troubled about how evil came into the world as about helping 
get it out. 3057.450 
p. 149 
 
 
 
(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of Man by 

Ruth Paxson)  Chicago, IL: Moody Press.  Copyright––The Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago, 1928. 

 
 The sovereign in the old sphere is “the old man.”  The very essence of the 
flesh is self-will in the form of this God-resisting, God-rejecting nature.  The 
heart of the flesh is the deep-dyed traitor which hates everything that God loves 
and loves everything that God hates. 
 The expression “the old man” is used but three times in the Bible, in 
Ephesians 4:22, Colossians 3:9, and Romans 6:6.  It has an equivalent in the “I” 
of Galatians 2:20 and in the word “sin” as used in Romans 6.  The term 
commonly used is “self.”  Through the first Adam’s fall, “self” usurped the throne 
of man’s personality and has held it in its control and use ever since.  Every child 
is born into the world with king “self” on the throne, a fact which is made 
evident before he can even walk or talk. 
 “The old man” on the throne determines what the whole life from center to 
circumference shall be.  His evil desires become evil deeds; his unholy aspirations 
are transmitted into unholy acts; his unrighteous character manifests itself in 
unrighteous conduct; his ungodly will is expressed in ungodly works. 
 

Ephesians 2:3, “Among whom also we all had our conversation in times 
past in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind.” 
 

Colossians 3:9, “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old 
man with his deeds.” 

p. 203 
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v.10  and having clothed yourselves with the new man who is being renewed in 
knowledge according to the pattern likeness of the One who created him,  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 10: 
 

and have been clothed with the new man that is being renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of the one who created it. 

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 10: 
 

Now you’re dressed in a new wardrobe.  Every item of your new way of life 
is custom-made by the Creator, with his label on it.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 

3:10.  A Christian is to put on . . . the new self (new way of life or 
disposition).  Hence his conduct should be in accord with his new position.  This 
“new self” needs constant renewal or refreshing—it is being renewed (pres. 
tense), in order to keep it victorious over sin.  Paul also expressed this idea of 
continual renewal in 2 Corinthians 4:16 (“Though outwardly we are wasting 
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day”); in Romans 12:2 (being 
“transformed by the renewing of your mind”); and in Ephesians 4:23 (“to be 
made new in the attitude of your minds”). 

This renewal of the new self is in knowledge . . . It takes place as a 
believer comes to a personal, deep knowledge of and fellowship with Christ.  And 
the renewal is in (. . . “according to”) the image of its Creator; its goal is to make 
believers like Him, for the “new self [was] created to be like God” . . . Adam was 
created in the image of God . . . which included a moral and intellectual likeness 
to God.  Though this image was not erased (but only effaced) by the Fall . . . yet 
it was corrupted and needs to be repaired and renewed.  Christians become 
increasingly like the Lord as they refresh their new natures, yielding to the Holy 
Spirit’s sanctifying work.  And in the resurrection believers “shall bear the 
likeness of the Man [Christ] from heaven” . . . Then the task of restoring God’s 
image will be complete, for “we shall be like Him” . . . 
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Once you have “put off the old man” then you put on the “NEW MAN.”   
 
 
We “put off the old man” in verse 9 and put on the “NEW MAN” in verse 10. 
 
 
Job 29:14 (KJV) 
 

I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my judgment was as a robe and 
a diadem. 

 
 
Isaiah 61:10 (KJV) 
 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for 
he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, 

 
 
“WHO IS BEING RENEWED IN KNOWLEDGE.” 
 
 
The more we know of our Savior, the more we desire to know. 
 
 
Philippians 3:10 (version unknown) 
 

That I might know him by personal experience is the cry of the Apostle 
Paul. 

 
 
“ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN LIKENESS OF THE ONE WHO CREATED 
HIM.” 
 
 
John says in: 
 
1 John 3:2 (version unknown) 
 

soon we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 
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Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
the new man––(Note, Eph. 4:23).  Here (neon) the Greek, means “the recently-
put-on nature”; that lately received at regeneration (see Note, Eph. 4:23, 24).  
which is renewed––Greek, “which is being renewed” (anakainoumenou); viz., its 
development into a perfectly renewed nature is continually progressing to 
completion. 
p. 1325 
 
 
 
Radmacher & Allen say: 
 
Have clothed yourself with the new man.  The new man is the person you are 
after having been saved.  The new man is received from Christ at the time of the 
second birth, and is the regenerated man, the new nature.  renewed: This 
present passive participle (Granakaineo) indicates constantly being renewed.  
This is a continuous process; the new man has not yet matured and is ever in the 
state of development. 
p. 1566 
 
 
 
(Majestic Destiny: Kingdom Hope is Rising by Curtis H. Tucker)  Redmond, OR: 

Last Chapter Publishing. Copyright– Curtis H. Tucker, 2011. 
 
 The only way to enter the kingdom with our full inheritance is by living 
under the lordship of Jesus Christ, as we turn our hearts toward Him, submit 
ourselves to Him, love that which He loves, and live for His glory.  This is the 
substance of the sermon.  
p. 152 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Could our zeal know no respite, could our prayers know no pause, could our 
efforts know no relaxation, could we give all we have of time, wealth, talent, and 
opportunity, could we die a martyr’s death a thousand times, would not He, the 
Best Beloved of our souls, deserve far more? WCo83 
p. 89 
 
 
 
(Second-Mile People by Isobel Kuhn)  Singapore: OMF International. Copyright– 

OMF International, 2008. 
 

Indwelt 
‘Not merely in the words you say, 
Not only in your deeds confessed, 
But in the most unconscious way 
 Is Christ expressed. 
 
Is it a beatific smile, 
A holy light upon your brow; 
Oh no, I felt His Presence while 
 You laughed just now. 
 
For me ‘twas not the truth you taught 
To you so clear, to me still dim 
But when you came to me you brought 
 A sense of Him 
 
And from your eyes He beckons me, 
And from your heart His love is shed, 
Till I lose sight of you and see 
 The Christ instead.’ 
     (by A. S. Wilson) 

pp. 35-36 
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(Take My Heart, O God: Riches from the Greatest Christian Women Writers of 
All Times by Sarah Young)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– 
Worthy Media, Inc., 2010. 

 
Your heavenly Father loves you totally and completely, and wants to give you 
deep, abiding joy that is full and overflowing and lasting.  Let him enfold you 
and carry you in his loving arms. 
p. 2/2 
 
 
 
(Smooth Stones Taken from Ancient Books: Being a collection of sentences, 

illustrations, and quaint sayings from that renowned Puritan, Thomas 
Brooks by C.H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. 
Copyright– Banner of Truth Trust, 2011. 

 
 Christ is of all gifts the sweetest gift.  As the tree (Exod. 15:25) sweetened 
the bitter waters, so this gift, the Lord Jesus, of whom that tree was a type, 
sweetens all other gifts that are bestowed upon the sons of men.  He turns every 
bitter into sweet, and makes every sweet more sweet. 
p. 4 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Alas, that folly should be so desperately entrenched in the heart of man, that he 
will spend his whole life in a persevering attempt to insult his Maker by 
preparing a righteousness of his own, when his Maker has already wrought out, 
and brought in, a righteousness perfect in every respect! 1899.259 
p. 414 
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(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of Man by 
Ruth Paxson)  Chicago, IL: Moody Press.  Copyright––The Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago, 1928. 

 
CHRIST JESUS was made like us that we might be made like Him.  In the 
incarnation there was the union of Deity and humanity that in regeneration 
there might be the union of humanity with Deity.  When the Holy Spirit begat in 
the believer a new nature He opened the door to a living organic union between 
Christ and the Christian which will exist through the ages upon ages to come.  
Christ and the Christian are eternally one.  The exalted Christ lives not to 
bestow upon us in all of it fullness His own triumphant, joyous, holy life. 
 To be a Christian is nothing less than to have the glorified Christ living in 
us in actual presence, possession and power.  It is to have Him as the Life of our 
life in such a way and to such a degree that we can say even as Paul said, “To me 
to live is Christ.”  To be a Christian is to grow up into Christ in all things: it is to 
have that divine seed which was planted in our innermost spirit blossom out into 
a growing conformity to His perfect life.  To be a Christian is to have Christ the 
life of our minds, our hearts, our wills, so that it is Christ thinking through us, 
loving through us, willing through us.  It is increasingly to have no life but the 
life of Christ within us filling with ever increasing measure. 
p. 218 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
-SAVIOUR 25 
If Christ is not all to you he is nothing to you.  He will never go into partnership 
as a part Saviour of men.  If he be something he must be everything, and if he be 
not everything he is nothing to you. 1006.459 
p. 262 
 
 
You are often sinning, but he is always forgiving you; you are often wandering, 
often erring, often grieving him, but “he forgiveth all thine iniquities.”  I do not 
feel like preaching when I touch this text.  I heartily wish I could sit down and 
have a happy cry over this blessed truth that my God is at this moment forgiving 
me. 1492.498 
p. 270 

C
opyright ©

 2017 by B
ible Teaching R

esources by D
on A

nderson M
inistries. The author's lecture notes incorporate quoted, paraphrased and sum

m
arized 

m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability. Q

uotations particularly reside w
ithin the realm

 of fair use. 
It is the nature of lecture notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately attribute. A
ny use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional.



 

Colossians/Lecture Notes/Colossians #8 – Colossians 3 1-11.doc 

134 

(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
I live in Jesus, on Jesus, with Jesus, and soon hope to be perfectly conformed to 
his likeness. 603.684 
p. 294 
 
 
A Christian must never leave off repenting, for I fear he never leaves off sinning. 
830.509 
p. 385 
 
 
 
(The Attentive Life: Discerning God’s Presence in All Things by Leighton Ford)  

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. Copyright– Leighton Ford, 2008. 
 
 This way of living—of listening and responding to the words of Jesus—is 
not just a matter of learning what Jesus said, or even asked the well-known 
question WWJD: what would Jesus do?  It is a way of opening myself to ask 
WIJD: what is Jesus doing?  The apostle Paul certainly knew what Jesus said, 
but he quoted Jesus directly only three times.  It was the word of Jesus living in 
him that changed him. 
 To paraphrase another writer, I know the transforming power of Christ 
not only because once he said to his disciples in an upper room, “Love one 
another as I have loved you” but because now he is loving through me by his 
Spirit living in me. 
p. 93 
 
 
 
(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 

illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
Your extremity is God’s opportunity.  The difficulty all along has been to get to 
the end of you; for when a man gets to the end of himself, he has reached the 
beginning of God’s working. 2717.116 
p. 201 
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v.11  where there cannot be Greek or Jew, circumcision or uncircumcision, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave, freeman, but Christ is all and in all.  

 
 
 
The NET Bible translates verse 11: 
 

Here there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all and in all.  

 
 
 
Peterson paraphrases verse 11: 
 

All the old fashions are now obsolete.  Words like Jewish and non-Jewish, 
religious and irreligious, insider and outsider, uncivilized and uncouth, 
slave and free, mean nothing.  From now on everyone is defined by Christ, 
everyone is included in Christ.  

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 

3:11.  In Christ distinctions are removed.  These include national 
distinctions (Greek or Jew; Jews called all those outside their nation Greeks;  
. . . ); religious distinctions (circumcised or uncircumcised); cultural distinctions 
(anyone foreign to Greek culture was a barbarian, and a Scythian was a wild, 
savage nomad); and economic or social distinctions (slave or free).  If a Greek, an 
uncircumcised person, a barbarian, a Scythian, or a slave became a believer, he 
was a “new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17), a “new self” (Col. 3:10), just like a Jew or free 
person who became a Christian.  For Christ is all, and is in all.  That is, normal 
human distinctions are overruled and transfigured by one’s union in Christ. 

All barriers are destroyed in Christ, and all believers are truly “created 
equal.”  So it is to be expected that each believer—regardless of his nationality, 
former religion, culture, or economic standing—should do away with his former 
sinful practices and should live in accord with his “new self.” 
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This is the KEY VERSE to the whole Epistle: 
 
 “CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL.” 
 
 
So he meets all of my needs no matter what they are and He is in all that I do. 
 
 
In this verse we have SEGREGATION or the SAVIOR.  One or the other, but 
never both. 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
. . . Christ occupies the whole sphere of human life and permeates all of its 
developments . . . 
p. 219 
 
 
 
Charles Wesley describes what is meant here: 
 
Thou oh Christ art all I want, more than all in Thee I find. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 
Barclay comments on this: 
 
Christ is the atmosphere and life of the Christian.  Christ is the very air he 
breathes forever in the presence of Christ.  No word, but Christ hears it, no deed, 
but Christ sees it.  No decision but Lord what will you have me to do?  Christ is 
truly everything for the believer and in every believer. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
Galatians 3:28 (TLB) 
 

We are no longer Jews or Greeks or slaves or free men or even merely men 
or women, but we are all the same—we are Christians; we are one in 
Christ Jesus.  
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Christ crosses all the BARRIERS here: 
 

1. RACIAL—in the “GREEK OR JEW,” 
 
2. RELIGIOUS—in the “CIRCUMCISION OR UNCIRCUMCISION,” 
 
3. CULTURAL—in the “BARBARIAN” or “SCYTHIAN,” and 
 
4. SOCIAL—in the “SLAVE” or “FREEMAN.” 

 
 
CHRIST IS ALL THAT REALLY MATTERS. 
 
 
 
All I Need 
Charles P. Jones 
 
Jesus Christ is made to me, 
All I need, all I need, 
He alone is all my plea, 
He is all I need. 
 
http://hymntime.com/tch/htm/a/l/l/allineed.htm 
 
 
Living water, bread of life. 
White robe of righteousness 
Christ be all for us. 
We ought to be all for Him. 
 
 
 
With John Newton we can say: 
 
[Christ is] my meat and my drink, 
My life, and my strength, and my store; 
My Shepherd, my Husband, my Friend; . . . 
My hope from beginning to end, 
My portion, my Lord, and my All. 
(source unknown) 
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It was John Hunter who said: 
 
“All that he is for all that I need,” is the lesson we learned in this verse. 
(source unknown) 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 

“Spirituality involves the whole of human life; nothing is nonspiritual.  
. . . In fact, spirituality is to be expressed primarily in the  
ordinary everyday affairs and relationships of our lives.” 

 
Ranald Macaulay and 

Jerram Barrs 
p. 324 
 
 
 
Anders says: 
 
The reason human categories no longer matter is that Christ is all, which means 
Christ is central and supreme.  Our relationship with him is really all that 
matters.  Unity within the community is based on the fact that Christ is in all.  
He indwells all believers and permeates all our relationships. 
p. 330 
 
 
 
Barclay says: 
 
 h.  The most impressive thing of all about this life of the Christian is the 
way in which every part of it is connected with Christ.  It is lived in Christ (Col. 
2:6); it is lived with Christ (v. 13).  It is instructed by Christ, and the word of 
Christ must dwell within the Christian (ch. 3:16). 
p. 94 
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Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
6-7  Paul now mentions two factors that point out how improper it is for the sins 
listed in v.5 to exist in the lives of the Colossian believers.  (1) Those sins incur 
“the wrath of God” (cf. Ro 1:18), a phrase that almost certainly refers to the 
eschatological wrath of God.  “Is coming” (a present tense) may suggest that 
God’s judgment on sin is already on the way, but more likely it depicts with vivid 
certainty that God’s judgment will indeed someday fall on the disobedient.  (2) 
Those sins characterized the pre-Christian experience of the Colossian believers 
(v.7).  This kind of life belongs to the past, and Christians should be done with it. 
p. 834 
 
 
 
Barton, Fackler, Taylor & Veerman say: 
 
 How could these barriers possibly be removed?  Paul’s answer: because 
Christ is all, and is in all.  For all these groups of people, Christ is everything.  
He “is all” they need for redemption and unity.  He is central and brings 
believers together.  Christ is “in all”; he dwells in all believers so there can be no 
division, no prejudice.  In other words, every believer is a new creation  
(2 Corinthians 5:17) with a new self (3:10) by the power of Christ’s indwelling 
Holy Spirit.  In Christ, human distinctions are removed.  Such distinctions are 
no problem for him, so they should be no problem for us.  Everyone is equal at 
the Cross. 
p. 213 
 
 
 
Calvin says: 
 
 Christ is all, and in all, that is, Christ alone holds, as they say, the prow 
and the stern—the beginning and the end.  Farther, by Christ, he means the 
spiritual righteousness of Christ, which puts an end to ceremonies, as we have 
formerly seen.  They are, therefore, superfluous in a state of true perfection, nay 
more, they ought to have no place, inasmuch as injustice would otherwise be 
done to Christ, as though it were necessary to call in those helps for making up 
his deficiencies. 
p. 212 
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Carson says: 
 
 All these petty distinctions are shown to be of no ultimate importance 
once it is seen that Christ is everything, and dwells in all, i.e. in all His people 
whatever their race or background.  To say that Christ is all, is to assert that He 
so dominates the whole order of being that persons and things have significance, 
not so much in their relation to each other, as in their relation to Him.  But there 
is no absorption of personality as in the conception of an Absolute which 
embraces all being in itself, for the Christ who is all dwells in all who retain 
their distinctiveness yet find a unity in Him. 
pp. 85-86 
 
 
 
Eadie says: 
 
. . . “But Christ is all and in all.”  The phrase is idiomatic.  Christ is everything 
to all of them having the new man.  To one and all of them He is everything, so 
far as the sufficiency, offer, and enjoyment of salvation are concerned, or as the 
apostle says in the similar passage in Galatians, “ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
p. 237 
 
 
 
Gaebelein says: 
 
 It is a great truth that Christ is all and also “in all.”  The believer must 
look upon all fellow-believers as being indwelt by Christ, that He is in all.  This 
brings deliverance from self; all jealousy, pride and fleshly ambitions will end 
among the Saints of God if they look upon each other after this manner, that 
Christ is in all.  Here is comfort and power. 
pp. 76-77 
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Hendriksen says: 
 
 Paul concludes this paragraph with the words, but Christ (is) all and in 
all.  Christ, as the all-sufficient Lord and Savior, is all that matters.  His Spirit-
mediated indwelling in all believers, of whatever racial-religious, cultural, or 
social background they be, guarantees the creation and gradual perfection in 
each and in all of “the new man, who is being renewed for full knowledge 
according to the image of him who created him.”  Thus, most appropriately, the 
very theme of the entire letter, namely, “Christ, the Pre-eminent One, the Only 
and All-Sufficient Savior,” climaxes this passage. 
p. 154 
 
 
 
Jamieson, Fausset & Brown say: 
 
Christ is all––Christ absorbs in Himself all distinctions, being to all alike, 
everything that they need for justification, sanctification, and glorification (1 
Cor. 1:30; 3:21-23; Gal. 2:20).  in all––who believe and are renewed, without 
distinction of person; the sole distinction now is, how much each draws from 
Christ.  The unity of the divine life shared in by all believers, counterbalances all 
differences, even as great as that between the polished “Greek” and the rude 
“Scythian.”  Christianity imparts to the most uncivilized the only spring of 
sound, social and moral culture. 
p. 1325 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
ELLICOTT: “Christ is the aggregation of all things, distinctions, prerogatives, 
blessings, and moreover is in all, dwelling in all, and so uniting all in the 
common element of Himself.”––R.] 
p. 66 
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Lenski says: 
 
Paul phrases this thought in a striking way: “but everything and in every way—
Christ.”  Note that “Christ” is most emphatically placed last.  He is indeed 
absolutely “everything” in the new man, and all that men may name beside him 
in a religious way is—nil. 
 Some overlook what the emphatic “Christ” means, namely all that Paul 
has said of him in this epistle, notably in 1:13-23, and in 2:9-15, but also all else.  
This God-man is the Christ who is everything in every way. 
p. 165 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
For all of us Christ is the all in all ways! 
p. 166 
 
 
 
Lightfoot says: 
 
‘Christ is all things and in all things.’  Christ has dispossessed and obliterated 
all distinctions of religious prerogative and intellectual preeminence and social 
caste; Christ has substituted Himself for all these; Christ occupies the whole 
sphere of human life and permeates all its developments . . . 
p. 219 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
Because Jesus Christ is the Savior of all believers, He is equally the all-sufficient 
Lord of them all. 
p. 1742 
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O’Brien says: 
 
The concluding triumphant words, “but Christ is all and in all,” contrast the 
centrality of Christ with the divisions that separate people in the world. 
p. 193 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
“Christ occupies the whole sphere of human life and permeates all its 
developments” (Lightfoot). 
p. 503 
 
 
 
Robertson says: 
 
 Paul sums up his argument with the pregnant phrase that “Christ is all, 
and in all.”  Christ compasses everything and is to be allowed his place 
everywhere and in everything.  “Christ occupies the whole sphere of human life 
and permeates all its developments” (Lightfoot).  There are no reservations from 
which Christ is excluded.  There is no room here for the Gnostic intellectual 
pride.  Paul finds no reason for the Gnostic arrogance and seclusiveness.  Christ 
makes a freeman out of a slave, a gentleman out of a Scythian.  Christ is 
everything. 
p. 106 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
 THE apostle was arguing for holiness.  He was earnestly contending 
against sin and for the maintenance of Christian graces, but he did not, as some 
do, who would like to be thought preachers of the gospel, resort to reasons 
inconsistent with the gospel of free grace.  He did not bring forward a single 
legal argument; he did not say, “This do, and ye shall merit reward”; or, “This do 
not, and ye shall cease to be the beloved of the Lord.”  He knew that he was 
writing to believers, who are not under the law but under grace, and he therefore 
used arguments fetched from grace, and suitable to the character and condition 
of “the elect of God, holy and beloved.”  He fed the flame of their love with 
suitable fuel, and fanned their zeal with appropriate appliances. 
p. 632 
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Spurgeon says: 
 
 Observe in this chapter that he begins by reminding the saints of their 
having risen with Christ.  If they indeed have risen with Him, he argues that 
they should leave the grace of iniquity and the grave-clothes of their sins behind, 
and act as those who are endowed with that superior life, which accounts sin to 
be death and corruption.  He then goes on to declare that the believer’s life is in 
Christ, “for ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.”  He infers 
holiness from this also.  Shall those who have Christ for their life defile 
themselves with guilt?  Is it not inevitable that, if the Holy One of Israel be in 
them as their life, their life should be fraught with everything that is virtuous 
and good? 
p. 632 
 
 
 
Spurgeon says: 
 
Once more let us view our text in another light.  Christ is all we need, all we 
desire, and all of good that we can conceive.  He is all I need.  Jesus is the living 
water to quench my thirst, the heavenly bread to satisfy my hunger, the snow-
white robe to cover me, the sure refuge, the happy home of my soul, my meat 
and my medicine, my solace an my song, my light and my delight. 
 He is all I desire, and when most covetous I only covet more of His 
presence; when most ambitious, it is my ambition to be like Him; when most 
insatiable in desire, I only long to be with Him where He is.  He is all I can 
conceive of good. 
p. 636 
 
 
 
Sturz says: 
 
He is everything to us and for us: Creator, Saviour, Brother, Intercessor, Goal.  
We have no need to seek anyone else.  In fact, we must not, for no other will do. 
p. 101 
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Wuest says: 
 
Lightfoot translates: “Christ is all things and in all things.  Christ has 
dispossessed and obliterated all distinctions of religious prerogative and 
intellectual preeminence and social caste; Christ has substituted Himself for all 
these; Christ occupies the whole sphere of human life and permeates all its 
developments.” 
p. 222 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
. . . but Christ is all things and in all things. 
p. 37 
 
 
 
Barker & Kohlenberger say: 
 
 “Christ is all, and is in all” suggests that Christ is the great principle of 
unity.  In him all differences merge, all distinctions are done away.  Loyalty to 
Christ takes precedence over all earthly ties. 
p. 835 
 
 
 
(Smooth Stones Taken from Ancient Books: Being a collection of sentences, 

illustrations, and quaint sayings from that renowned Puritan, Thomas 
Brooks by C.H. Spurgeon)  Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust. 
Copyright– Banner of Truth Trust, 2011. 

 
 He does well, that discourses of Christ; but he does infinitely better, that 
by experimental knowledge, feeds and lives on Christ. 
p. 66 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
There are three stages of the human soul in connection with Christ: the first is 
without Christ, this is the state of nature; the next is in Christ, this is the state 
of grace; the third is with Christ, that is the state of glory. 881.397 
p. 487 
 
 
To a man who lives unto God nothing is secular, everything is sacred. 1206.665 
p. 296 
 
 
 
(The Tender Heart by Richard Sibbes)  Carlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust. 

Copyright– Banner of Truth Trust, 2011. 
 
Therefore let everyone be persuaded to labour for a tender, pliable, yielding, and 
sensible heart . . . 
p. 65 
 
 
 
(Sacred Thirst: Meeting God in the Desert of Our Longings by M. Craig Barnes) 

Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. Copyright – M. Craig 
Barnes, 2001.  

 
In Christ, there is no longer a veiled distinction between sacred and secular.  
When, by the Holy Spirit, we see the risen Jesus in our midst, it’s all sacred. 
p. 103 
 
 
 
(Morning and Evening by Charles H. Spurgeon) Peabody, Massachusetts: 

Hendrickson. Copyright – Unknown.  
 
Having made Jesus his all, he shall find all in Jesus.  His soul shall be as a 
watered garden, and as a well of water whose waters fail not. 
p. 705 
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(The Grand Weaver: How God Shapes Us Through the Events of Our Lives by 
Ravi Zacharias) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.  Copyright – Ravi 
Zacharias, 2007. 

 
 Because we are all priests before God, there is no such distinction as 
“secular or sacred.”  In fact, the opposite of sacred is not secular; the opposite of 
sacred is profane.  In short, no follower of Christ does secular work.  We all have 
a sacred calling. 
p. 65 
 
 
 
(Addresses by Phillips Brooks) Philadelphia, PA.: Henry Altemus.  Copyright – 

Unknown. 
 
They are asking everywhere this question: “Is it possible for a man to be engaged 
in the activities of our modern life and yet to be a Christian?  Is it possible for a 
man to be a broker, a shopkeeper, a lawyer, a mechanic, is it possible for a man 
to be engaged in a business of to-day, and yet love his God and his fellow-man as 
himself?”  I do not know, I do not know what transformations these dear 
businesses of yours have got to undergo before they shall be true and ideal 
homes for the child of God; but I do know that upon Christian merchants and 
Christian brokers and Christian lawyers and Christian men in business to-day 
there rests an awful and a beautiful responsibility: to prove, if you can prove it, 
that these things are capable of being made divine, to prove that a man can do 
the work that you have been doing this morning and will do this afternoon, and 
yet shall love his God and his fellow-man as himself.  If he cannot, if he cannot, 
what business have you to be doing them?  If he can, what business have you to 
be doing them so poorly, so carnally, so unspiritually, that men look on them and 
shake their heads with doubt? 
pp. 84–85 
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(Take My Heart, O God: Riches from the Greatest Christian Women Writers of 
All Times by Sarah Young)  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright– 
Worthy Media, Inc., 2010. 

 
We bear the consequences for what we have done to ourselves, and for the sin 
that rules this world.  Jesus forgave the thief, but he didn’t take him down off 
the cross. 

—FRANCINE RIVERS 
 

THE TRUTH OF CONSEQUENCES 
 
Sin has consequences.  We may try to look the other way, to rationalize, to 
pretend it isn’t so, but the fact is that if we put our hand on the hot burner of the 
stove, we will get burned. 
 
And when faced with such consequences, how many folks turn around and get 
mad at God?  They see their difficult situation and wonder why God allowed it to 
happen—when, in reality, they put the consequences in motion by their own bad 
choices. 
 
Even then, Jesus brings forgiveness.  Those problems we bring on ourselves are 
not somehow exempt; we can bring them to Jesus and know that he will forgive.  
Even the thief on the cross was promised Paradise.  The consequences however?  
Those may continue to play out and we must ask God to help redeem those as 
well. 
 
And you know what?  He will. 
p. 11/23 
 
 
When I get to heaven, the first face that shall ever gladden my sight will be that 
of my Savior.” 

—FANNY CROSBY 
p. 11/30 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
 
LESSON #1:  The mind is the citadel of all that has to do with Christian growth 

and development. 
 
 
LESSON #2:  Peter tells us in 1 Peter 1:13 to gird up the loins of our mind 

(DAV). 
 
 
LESSON #3:  Paul tells the Philippians to “let this mind be in you which was 

also in Christ Jesus” (2:5). 
 
 
LESSON #4:  “As a man thinks in his heart, so is he” (Phil. 4:8). 
 
 
LESSON #5:  The mental discipline of allowing Christ to control our minds is the 

key to victory and spiritual growth. 
 
 
LESSON #6:  Becoming a Christian involves a new mind-set.  2 Corinthians 

10:5: “we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” 
(DAV). 

 
 
LESSON #7:  “Be setting your mind upon things above, not the things on the 

earth” (verse 2). 
 
 
LESSON #8:  Have you been concerned about your thought life?  The impure 

thoughts, the thoughts of this world?  These are the things that Satan 
uses to distract us from being victorious in our thought-life. 

 
 
LESSON #9:  Philippians 4:8: “And now finally, brothers, as I close this letter, 

let me say one more thing.  Fix your thoughts on what is true and good 
and right.  Think about things that pure and lovely and on the fine, good 
things in others.  Think about all you can praise God for and be glad 
about” (TLB). 
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LESSON #10:  We are joined with Christ, where He is, we also shall be.  Christ, 
who is our life. 

 
 
LESSON #11:  Our bodies can be the instruments of sin or the temples of the 

Holy Spirit. 
 
 
LESSON #12:  “Be setting your mind upon things above, not the things on the 

earth” (verse 2).  “Put to death, therefore, your members . . . upon the 
earth” (verse 5). 

 
 
LESSON #13:  Colossians 3:11 is the key verse to the whole epistle.  Christ is all 

that a man needs and he is in all that a man does.  He meets all of my 
needs no matter what they are.  He is in all that I do. 

 
 
LESSON #14:  “Jesus Christ is made to me, All I need, all I need.  He alone is all 

my plea, He is all I need.”  Living water, bread of life.  White robe of 
righteousness Christ be all for us.  We ought to be all for Him. 
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We have been discerning together in the study of these verses in Colossians 
various stages of SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT.   
 
 
The QUESTION that comes before us at this particular time is the question that 
relates to our mind.  Once our minds are set on Him, and He truly is the Lord of 
our mind, our external conduct will reflect it.  Our words will speak of it and our 
total adequacy will be in Jesus Christ and Him alone. 
 
 
It is my prayer that you will enter in upon a spiritual exercise at this point and 
give your mind to the Lord and allow Him to begin to think His thoughts 
through you. 
 
 
 
(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers)  Grand Rapids, MI: 

Discovery House. Copyright– Oswald Chambers Publications Association, 
1992. 

 
God’s purpose is not simply to make us beautiful, plump grapes, but to make us 
grapes so that He may squeeze the sweetness out of us.  Our spiritual life cannot 
be measured by success as the world measures it, but only by what God pours 
through us—and we cannot measure that at all. 
 When Mary of Bethany “broke the flask . . . of very costly oil . . . and 
poured it on [Jesus] head,” it was an act for which no one else saw any special 
occasion; in fact, “. . . there were some who . . . said, ‘Why was this fragrant oil 
wasted?’” (Mark 14:3-4).  But Jesus commended Mary for her extravagant act of 
devotion, and said, “. . . wherever this gospel is preached . . . what this woman 
has done will also be told as a memorial to her” (Mark 14:9).  Our Lord is filled 
with overflowing joy whenever He sees any of us doing what Mary did—not 
being bound by a particular set of rules, but being totally surrendered to Him.  
God poured out the life of His Son “that the world through Him might be saved” 
(John 3:17).  Are we prepared to pour out our lives for Him? 
 “He who believes in Me . . . out of his heart will flow rivers of living 
water”—and hundreds of other lives will be continually refreshed.  Now is the 
time for us to break “the flask” of our lives, to stop seeking our own satisfaction, 
and to pour out our lives before Him.  Our Lord is asking who of us will do it for 
Him?  
(September 2) 
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(Exploring the Mind & Heart of the Prince of Preachers: Five-thousand 
illustrations under one-thousand topical headings from the works of  
C. H. Spurgeon by C. H. Spurgeon)  Oswego, IL: Fox River Press. 
Copyright– Fox River Press, 2005. 

 
When God pardons a man’s sins, he pardons them all; he makes a clean sweep of 
the whole.  God never pardons half a man’s sins, and leaves the rest in his book.  
He has pardon for all sin at once.  I believe that, virtually, before God, all the 
sins of the believer were so laid to the account of Christ that no sins ever can be 
laid to the believer’s door.  The apostle does not say, “Who does lay anything to 
the charge of God’s elect?” but “Who shall?” as though nobody ever could. 
3191.160 
pp. 432-3 
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(Life on the Highest Plane: A Study of the Spiritual Nature and Needs of Man by 
Ruth Paxson)  Chicago, IL: Moody Press.  Copyright––The Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago, 1928. 

 
If so, are you ready just now to take the second step into the life on the highest 
plane by crowning Jesus Christ as Lord over your spirit, soul and body and by 
placing your whole being unconditionally under His control?  Before you is this 
choice, self or Christ? 
 

“Oh! the bitter shame and sorrow, 
That a time could ever be, 

When I let the Saviour’s pity 
Plead in vain, and proudly answered– 

“All of Self and none of Thee.’ 
 

“Yet He found me: I beheld Him 
Bleeding on the cursed tree; 

Heard Him pray, ‘Forgive them Father,’ 
And my wistful heart said faintly– 

‘Some of Self and some of Thee.’ 
 

“Day by day His tender mercy, 
Healing, helping, full and free, 

Sweet and strong, and oh! so patient, 
Brought me lower while whispered– 

‘Less of Self and more of Thee.’ 
 

“Higher than the highest heavens, 
Deeper than the deepest sea; 

Lord, thy love at last has conquered: 
Grant me now my soul’s petition– 

‘None of Self and all of Thee.’” 
p. 307 
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(Life is Like Licking Honey Off a Thorn: Reflections on Living Wisely in this 
World of Pain and Joy by Susan Lenzkes)  Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery 
House. Copyright– Susan L. Lenzkes, 2002. 

 
I slammed the door. 
Grace tiptoed in and smiled. 
 
I fell hard. 
Grace stretched out a hand. 
 
I lectured myself. 
Grace whispered love. 
 
I pushed away. 
Grace waited and prayed. 
 
I dropped to my knees. 
Grace welcomed me home. 
 
I walked on in joy. 
Grace blazed the trail. 
 
I looked behind. 
Grace had a following. 

p. 137 
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(Making the Best of a Bad Decision: How to Put Your Regrets Behind you, 
Embrace Grace, and Move Toward a Better Future by Erwin W. Lutzer)  
Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House. Copyright– Erwin W. Lutzer, 2011. 

 
 God can redeem your story, but you must let him, as this poem I came 
across years ago suggests: 
 

As children bring their broken toys, 
With tears for us to mend, 
I brought my broken dreams to God, 
Because He was my friend. 
But then instead of leaving Him 
In peace to work alone, 
I hung around and tried to help, 
With ways that were my own. 
At last I snatched them back and cried, 
“How can you be so slow?” 
“My child,” he said, “What could I do? 
You never did let go.”2 

 
2. “Let Go and Let God,” a poem attributed to Lauretta P. Burns in Protecting Those You 

Love in an X-Rated World by Michele Washam and Tom Mooty (Orlando: Bridge Logos, 
2007), 199. 

pp. 39-40 
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