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A Practical Study of PHILIPPIANS 

 

THE GOAL OF CHRISTIAN LIVING 

“Important Keys to Successful, Fulfilled Living” 

 

Goal Number Nine – The Coming of Christ – Philippians 

3:15-21 

 

 

When we come to this particular goal you probably feel like 

there’s a repetition between the Day of Christ and the Coming 

of Christ. 

 

We have titled this one “The Coming of Christ” because of a 

statement that is made in verse 20 of our study: 

 

“For our citizenship (or commonwealth) is in heaven, out 

from which also we are eagerly awaiting the Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ;” 

 

The difference between the two, just to get us started, the Day 

of Christ is a day of accountability. That’s when we stand 

before Him and are examined for our lives from the time we 

became Christians until the time we died. That is a reference 

point of the future events that will take place immediately 

following the rapture of the church, if we understand Biblical 

eschatology. 

 

Now what we’re talking about is the actual event, and why it 

needs to be a goal. Well there are two critical events that we 
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have no control over. In view of that, if we’re going to be wise 

we’re going to “number our days” and “apply our heart to 

wisdom.” 

 

We’re going to be sensitive to it and not allow it to “catch us 

unawares.” 

 

Those two events are: 

 

1. physical DEATH—we have absolutely no control over 

that. 

 

We never know when that day is going to come. Our physical 

death is not something that we can control, unless of course 

we choose to take our own life. 

 

Secondly there is: 

 

2. the RAPTURE of the church. 

 

We have a lot of cynicism in the body of Christ about prophetic 

truth. It’s sad in the sense that we went through the era of 

The Late Great Planet Earth back in the 70s and everybody 

was beginning to set dates. 

 

In the book Eighty-Nine Reasons Why the Lord is Coming in 

‘89, the author builds his premise on the feasts of the Old 

Testament, sees significant happenings on the Day of 

Pentecost, and the birthday of the church. He moves right on 

through the sequence.  
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He takes the dates from this projected point of the rapture 

and spills it all the way forward into eternity, until the end of 

time. And it’s kind of interesting reading to say the least. 

 

The problem is that when somebody puts a date on it we think 

that we have forever and we don’t. That’s the problem with 

date-setters. When a date-setter’s wrong we say “Ah-ha! See 

we told you so! We’ve got time to live it up! We’ll get serious 

later.” 

 

That’s exactly the description that God gives through the Lord 

Jesus Christ when He’s ministering. 

 

It’s going be like the days of Noah, the days of the flood. 

Everybody’s going to be eating and drinking and having a 

party and all of a sudden God interrupts the whole thing. 

 

Have you ever studied the parables of Jesus in view of the 

coming of Christ? How many times He uses the words 

“watch,” “wait,” “to be alert,” “to be anticipating this”? It’s 

going to happen. 

 

If those two things are things that we have no control over 

and we don’t know when they’re going to come, then that’s our 

target point isn’t it? That’s the end of opportunity as far as life 

down here is concerned. So those do become very valid and 

very important goals. 

 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



4 

 

Paul in his last verse in the previous study—verse 14—the 

key verse to the whole book, says: 

 

Philippians 3:14 

 

I am driving on toward the mark (or the goal) for the prize 

of the call from above of God which is in Christ Jesus. 

 

A man who has ahold of the truth of the Word of God is a 

person who is driving onward toward some specified goal. The 

picture of the word is not just taking it easy. This is not a 

stroll in the park. This is running the race of life. 

 

There are three I’s when it comes to the word “driving.”  

 

“I am driving”: 

 

1. INTENSITY—there is that deep desire to buy up 

every opportunity of every day. 

 

2. INVOLVEMENT—“I’m going to do it now. I’m going 

to get involved while there is still time.” 

 

3. INSPIRATION—you never watch a person who is 

intense and involved but you are inspired. And it is 

that inspiration that spills over and bears witness to 

others. 

 

In view of the fact that is a goal, John said: 
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1 John 3:3 

 

Every man that has this hope in him purifies himself even 

as he is pure. 

 

What does that mean? That means that he wants to be ready 

so he’s constantly hacking things out of his life that are not 

pleasing to God and he is getting himself ready for that day of 

divine revelation. He’s not going to wait until it’s too late. He 

works on these things in his life and continues to press on 

toward Christlikeness. 

 

Let’s pick up now at verse 15, with that 14th verse in context. 

 

v. 15 As many therefore as are spiritually mature, let us 

be of this mind; and if in anything you are thinking 

differently, God will also reveal this to you; 

 

“As many therefore as are spiritually mature, let us be of this 

mind; and if in anything you are thinking differently, God will 

also reveal this to you;” 

 

He’s now applying what he’s just said about himself to them. 

He’s saying “I am driving onward.”  

 

Now he says: 

 

“As many of you who are spiritually mature…” 

 

That means you’ve grown up enough on the milk of the Word 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



6 

 

of God that you’re eating the meat. 

 

Through the process of time you have grown spiritually. 

You’ve begun to manifest the marks of maturity in your life. 

 

He says then “let us be of this mind…” 

 

We’ve had a lot on the mind, haven’t we in the last few 

studies? When he says “let us be of this mind,” what does he 

mean? 

 

Well he doesn’t just mean the mind of Christ in chapter 2. 

Let’s see if we can put it with THREE C’s to help.  

 

What should be our mental framework, as a Christian, if we 

have this mind that is fulfilling the goal in verse 14?  

 

Here we are, spiritually mature, what kind of a mind should 

we have? What kind of mindset should we have in view of the 

fact that Christ’s coming is soon and we’re “pressing on 

toward this mark.”  

 

First we would say the mind of CHRIST—chapter 2. Now how 

did it manifest itself? As a SERVANT.  

 

The second mind is the mind of COMMITMENT in chapter 3. 

It’s commitment that we count everything but loss for Christ. 

He is top priority in our life.  

 

Our major concern is Jesus Christ—what He thinks and our 
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relationship to Him. So that is our mindset.  

 

Thirdly, CONSISTENCY. We take this from the word 

“pressing”—it’s in the present tense. It should happen every 

day and there ought to be nothing that will stand in the way 

of it. 

 

We should make a commitment to personal devotional reading 

of the Word. There should never be a day in our life that 

would pass that we would not be found in the Word of God, 

letting the Spirit of God minister to us through the Word. 

 

That’s what we mean by the word “pressing.” It’s consistency. 

It’s staying at it, it becomes a habit. 

 

It has to be something that is so vibrant and so necessary that 

we can’t get along without it. Just the way we would do that 

physically, we have to get to that place spiritually if we’re 

going to be productive for Him and be all that He wants us to 

be. 

 

And so he says: 

 

“[You who] are spiritually mature, let us be of this mind.” 

 

Then there is a little word “and” in the text: 

 

“and if in anything you are thinking differently, God will 

also reveal this to you:” 
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Now is there a problem of thinking incorrectly about things in 

our lives? We’ve already learned that about suffering.  

 

We talked about the mind when the Lord said “my thoughts 

are not your thoughts.” 

 

There has to be a mind-change. There has to be the openness 

to the Lord changing our minds and our priorities and the 

direction of our lives so that He can bless us and so He can put 

us in the place. 

 

Did Paul have an experience like that? Remember what he 

was doing on the Damascus Road? He was going totally 

contrary to the purpose of God. As a result of what happened 

on the Damascus Road, he turns completely around. 

CONVERSION—he’s turned around and he is now supporting 

that which he was trying to destroy.  

 

He’s now PROPAGATING that which he was 

PERSECUTING. And so yes, the Lord is able to reveal to us 

when it is different. 

 

One of the great Old Testament illustrations of that is Abram. 

In Genesis 17 we read this: 

 

Genesis 17:15ff 

 

God said to Abram, “As for Sarai, your wife, you shall not 

call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. And I will 

bless her, and indeed, I will give you a son by her; then I 
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will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations, the 

kings of people shall come from her.” Then Abraham fell 

on his face and he laughed and he said in his heart, “Will 

a child be born to a man 100 years old, and will Sarah 

who is 90 years old bear a child?” And Abraham said to 

God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before thee.” But God 

said, “No! but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and 

you shall call his name Isaac…” 

 

Now sometimes God just has to say, “No! I see the big picture 

my friend and that doesn’t fit my purpose for your life! You 

might not understand it now but one day you will. I’ve got to 

say no in these circumstances.” 

 

So when we are differently minded as believers, we must 

always come with an openness, a teachable spirit, so that the 

Lord can reveal unto us where we are differently minded in 

these matters. 

 

Proverbs 3:5, 6 

 

Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, and don’t lean on 

your own understanding. In all of your ways acknowledge 

Him, and He will direct your path (or make your paths 

straight.) 

 

That’s the thought here. We have to trust in Him. We just 

can’t be leaning on what we think, calling our own shots and 

our own plays. We have to allow Him to work. And as we 
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acknowledge Him—that’s opening up ourselves—“HE will 

then make your paths straight, HE will direct.” 

 

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord”—Psalm 

37:22, 23—“and he delights in his way. Though he fall, he 

shall not be utterly cast down for the Lord upholds him with 

His hand.” 

 

v. 16 only unto that which we attained let us be holding 

on to the same.  

 

“only unto that which we attained let us be holding on to the 

same.” 

 

We forgive those things that get us hung up in the past and 

we begin to be content with what we have attained and we 

move on daily. 

 

What he means here when he says “only unto that which we 

have attained” is contentment with where we are.  

 

Some Christians have the hardest time making any progress 

in their lives because they look in three of the wrong 

directions. 

 

1. They LOOK BEHIND them and they see some people that 

aren’t as spiritual as they are so they become self-righteous in 

the race. 
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2. They LOOK AHEAD of them and they get discouraged 

because somebody’s so far down the track they don’t have a 

prayer to make it and so they think that’s an excuse for not 

pressing on. 

 

3. They LOOK to the SIDE of them and they see somebody 

that’s right along with them so they become competitive. You 

can’t beat them.  

 

What we have to do as believers is put blinders on.  

 

It’s almost like running the race by ourself because we’re 

going to be held accountable before God and not get 

discouraged by some guy who is three miles down the road 

from us.  

 

Or gets self-righteous because we’re so much more spiritual 

than some turkey who’s running behind us three or four miles.  

 

Or getting competitive with some guy who’s running next to 

us because we want to get all the strokes. 

 

Paul is just saying that.  

 

“only unto that which we have attained let us be holding to 

the same” and keep on pressing on and making advancement 

in our Christian lives. 

 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.



12 

 

v. 17 Become imitators of me, brethren, and be 

observing those who are walking in this way even 

as you are having us for an example.  

 

“Become imitators of me, brethren, and be observing those 

who are walking in this way even as you are having us for an 

example.” 

 

Can we tell that to our children?  

 

“Do it like daddy does” or 

 

 “Do it like mommy does.” 

 

Can we say that to our brothers and sisters in Christ? “I know 

where I’m going. You just fall right along with me and I’ll help 

you get there.” 

 

And can we open up our life like that and allow them to see us 

in every circumstance of our life with our feet of clay and with 

those failures? 

 

That’s the reason a lot of us never get involved in the exciting 

discipleship ministry because we’re afraid to get a guy nose-to-

nose to us who really knows us and we’re not secure enough in 

our walk with Him that we can open up to somebody and 

really begin to make productive progress. 

 

We pray the joy of that for each of us because it leads to 

accountability. It leads to real activity and real growth. 
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Paul says “Look, just do like I do and like I say and then also 

watch others who are walking in that same way.” 

 

Now how’s he walking? Back in chapter 3 he balled it all up 

and said “that’s a loss,” he forgets what’s behind and he 

presses toward what’s in front, and he’s driving on toward the 

goal. 

 

Back in chapter 2 he said: “I’m willing to be a servant. I’m 

willing to have my life poured out as a sacrifice.” 

 

v. 18 For many are walking, of whom I was telling you 

often, but now also I am telling you with tears, they 

are enemies of the cross of Christ,  

 

“For many are walking, of whom I was telling you often, but 

now also I am telling you with tears, they are enemies of the 

cross of Christ,” 

 

That word “many” really gets us. 

 

That’s the same word that Jesus used when He described that 

“many will go in at the broad gate” (Matt. 7:13). 

 

Few will go in at the narrow gate. Many put it on automatic 

pilot and end up in destruction. 

 

“…many are walking…they are enemies of the cross of 

Christ;” 
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Why? Because they’re focusing on the Law. They’re focusing 

on their personal performance and they don’t want anything 

to do with the Cross. The Cross is an offense to them because 

it cuts across all of their human legalistic activity. 

 

John 8:32 

 

You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

free. 

 

“…they were enemies to the cross of Christ” because they will 

not confirm to the demands of the Cross to be made like Jesus 

Christ. 

 

William Barclay in The Daily Study Bible puts it this way: 

 

(The Daily Study Bible by William Barclay) 

 

It is a terrible thing to seek to trade on the mercy of God. It is 

a terrible thing to make the mercy of God an excuse for 

sinning. Think of it in human terms. How despicable it would 

be for a son or a daughter to consider himself or herself free to 

sin because he or she knew that a father or a mother would 

forgive. That would be taking advantage of love to break love’s 

heart. 

(source unknown) 

 

“…they are enemies of the cross of Christ,” because this is the 

way they live. 
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Lane Adams tells of a discussion with a new believer. His 

response was classic: 

 

(How Come It’s Taking Me So Long to Get Better? by Lane 

Adams) 

 

The new believer said, “Well, sir, the way I figure it, it was my 

sins what nailed Him to the cross in the first place, and I don’t 

want to cause Him no more trouble than I already have.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Good response. 

 

(How Come It’s Taking Me So Long to Get Better? by Lane 

Adams) 

 

He looked at me in relieved bewilderment and he made this 

statement: “I know I’m not what the Lord wants me to be, and 

I suspect I’m not what you want me to be, but I think you’ll 

both rejoice in the fact that you sure have taken all the fun 

out of sin for me. 

(source unknown) 

 

There it is. That’s it. It’s getting that right response to the 

whole situation. 

 

Stuart Briscoe in The Fullness of Christ addresses this same 

issue: 
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(The Fullness of Christ by Stuart Briscoe) 

 

Sin is an attitude of heart common to man which repudiates 

God’s right to possess what He made, control what He 

designed, and fulfill what He planned. Cold-blooded rebellion 

in which the rebel man takes the law into his own hands and 

overthrows the rule of the sovereign God. When man 

understands that sin opposes God, he should recognize that 

forgiveness can only come from God. If you poke someone in 

the nose, only the person who has been battered can say I 

forgive you. You cannot say, I forgive me. To obtain 

forgiveness for sin, we must come to God. 

(source unknown) 

 

And the Cross is the crucial issue. It’s at the Cross where we 

experience forgiveness and cleansing from sin. 

 

As he talks about these people he says some pretty tough 

things. 

 

Who are these people that are “enemies of the cross of Christ”? 

Here’s how they’re described: 

 

v. 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their 

stomach, and that which they glory in is their 

shame, who are setting their minds on earthly 

things.  

 

“whose end is destruction, whose god is their stomach, and 

that which they glory in is their shame, who are setting their 
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minds on earthly things.” 

 

First of all: 

 

1. “whose end is destruction…” 

 

They’re not Christians. If you’re “enemies of the cross of 

Christ” you’re not believers.  

 

When we speak of “destruction,” we think of: 

 

Matthew 25:41 

 

Then shall He say unto them on his left hand, “Depart 

from me ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels.” 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:8, 9 

 

Dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and 

to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus, and 

they will pay the penalty of eternal destruction away from 

the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power. 

 

Oh how deceived mankind is in having no recognition of what 

hell is like. It’s going to be an eternal darkness—away from 

the presence of God. 

 

Revelation 21:8 
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But the fearful and unbelieving and the abominable and 

murderers and whoremongers and sorcerers and idolaters 

and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns 

with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. 

 

That’s the “destruction” that he describes. 

 

Now wonder he does it with tears!  

 

He has his arms around the world weeping over those who 

will just not respond to Jesus Christ! 

 

With this second one, Paul quits preaching and goes to 

meddlin’.  

 

2. “…whose god is their stomach…” 

 

We look at that and we think of 16 million diets we’ve gone on 

trying to stop this bulge. While most people would eat to live, 

they live to eat. 

 

Someone said:  

 

There’s no chapel in their life, only a kitchen. 

(source unknown) 

 

Erma Bombeck has probably the greatest statement on the 

whole thing: 

 

(I Lost Everything in the Post-Natal Depression by Erma 
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Bombeck) 

 

I have dieted continuously for the last two decades and lost a 

total of 758 pounds. By all calculations I should be hanging 

from a charm bracelet. Although I kid Weight Watchers a lot, 

it’s the only organization in which I ever lost a great deal of 

weight, but I fought them. Every Thursday morning a group of 

us had to weigh in before the lecture. Our ritual was enough 

to boggle the imagination. We got together a checklist of 

precautions before we actually stepped on the scale: 

 Bathroom – check 

 Water pill – check 

Have you removed underwear, wedding rings, nail polish 

– check 

 Set aside shoes, corn pads and earrings – check 

Are you wearing a summer dress beneath your winter 

coat – check 

 

The first week I stepped on the scale and my instructor said 

“You have gained.” Next week I cut my hair. The next week 

she said, “You have lost 8 ounces, but that’s not enough.” I had 

the fillings in my teeth removed. 

 The third week I had dropped a pound but my instructor 

was still not pleased. I had my tonsils taken out. Finally, she 

chewed me out. She accused me of not sticking to the diet and 

not taking it seriously. That hurt. 

 “I didn’t want to tell you,” I said, “but I think I’m 

pregnant.” 

 “How far,” she said coldly, clicking her ballpoint pen to 

make a notation on my card. “Possibly three days.” She 
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glowered, “Any other excuses?” 

 “Would you believe I had a cold and my head is swollen?” 

 “No.” 

 “How about I was celebrating the buzzards’ return to 

Hinckley, Ohio, and had butter on my popcorn?” 

 She tapped her pen impatiently on the card and stared at 

me silently.  

 “Lint in my navel?”  

 “How about first one at the trough,” she asked dryly. 

 I learned quickly never to argue with a woman who had 

the scales on her side. 

 I saw my old instructor the other day and she eyed me 

carefully and asked, “When are you returning to class?” 

 “As soon as I have my appendix removed,” I said. I’m not 

sure but I think I heard her moan. 

(source unknown) 

 

We do that don’t we? 

 

 (Improving Your Serve by Charles Swindoll) 

 

What a vivid illustration of dieting. Just the word brings up 

painful memories, especially when I add exercising and 

jogging. Who hasn’t had the experience? We finally get sick 

and tired of our flab, zippers start ripping, our buttons pop off, 

and the car leans dangerously to one side when we get in, the 

scales we step on punch out a little card that says, “Only one 

at a time, please.” 

…I’m not telling you what I weigh, but when I measure my 

girth and then step on the scales, I ought to be a 90-foot 
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redwood. 

(source unknown) 

 

(Improving Your Serve by Charles Swindoll) 

 

Ok, we’re going to thin down. In the fresh enthusiasm of zeal, 

we buy $60 sneakers—a couple of $85 jogging outfits and we 

join the local spa, another $350, and we blow the dust off the 

miserable “count those calories” booklet we bought back in the 

mid-seventies. We’re going to shave off thirty pounds. The 

very first day we start with a flash. We hit the road running 

like we are on fire. We drop our intake to 700 calories a day. 

We choke down dry toast, cottage cheese, sliced tomatoes, and 

boiled egg. We snack on stuff that tastes like canary mix, and 

we sip on bitter herb tea until we think we’re going to gag. By 

the third day we’re so sore we can only trot a half a block, so 

we get up later. The Thanksgiving season brings too many 

temptations, so we fudge, and finally gorge. In less than a 

month, our blimp is back in the hanger, and when the urge to 

exercise comes over us, we just lie down quietly until the urge 

goes away. 

(source unknown) 

 

Why do we focus on that?  

 

Ann Kiemel Anderson said in her book said: 

 

(I’m Running to Win by Ann Kiemel Anderson) 

 

When I am disciplined to do what I don’t want to do, I begin to 
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discover that every other area of my life is affected. Eating is 

only a manifestation of a problem in many other areas of our 

lives. If we’re disciplined in this area, it spills over in this area 

and this area.  

(source unknown) 

 

If we can learn to control our appetites at the table, we can 

learn to get up earlier to get in the Word. We can learn to 

control our responses as God teaches us self-control—a 

fruitage of the Spirit. 

 

Now these people that are “enemies of the cross of Christ” that 

bring tears to the apostle Paul don’t have any. 

 

It’s “eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow you die!” Just belly 

up and do your thing.  

 

And finally: 

 

3. “that which they glory in is their shame.” 

 

What do they glory in? They glory in their own ability to 

handle and to cope with life. They know that they can do it. 

 

With Frank Sinatra: “I did it my way!” 

 

They glory in what they’ve been able to accomplish and all of 

it without God! And that is to their shame. 

 

And the fourth phrase: 
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 4. “…who are setting their minds on earthly things.” 

 

Phillips translates it: 

 

The world is the limit of their horizon. 

(source unknown) 

 

It’s earth and no sky. 

 

It’s everything here and now. Get all you can, can all you get, 

and poison all the rest! Just live it to the fullest right now. 

 

Somebody wrote it this way in a beautiful poetic piece: 

 

I walked life’s way with an easy tread, 

And followed where comforts and pleasures led, 

Until one day in a quiet place, 

I met the Master face to face. 

 

With station and rank and wealth for my goal, 

Much thought for my body, but none for my soul. 

I had entered to win in life’s mad race, 

When I met the Master face to face. 

 

I met Him and knew and blushed to see 

That His eyes full of sorrow were fixed on me. 

I faltered and fell at His feet that day, 

While my castles melted and vanished away. 
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Melted and vanished, and in their place, 

Not else did I see but the Master’s face. 

And I cried aloud, Oh make me mete 

To follow the steps of those wounded feet. 

 

My thought is now for the souls of men 

I’ve lost my life to find it again. 

E’er since one day in a quiet place, 

I met the Master face to face. 

(source unknown) 

 

That makes all the difference in the world. 

 

Verse 20 is our KEY VERSE. 

 

v. 20 For our citizenship (commonwealth) is in heaven, 

out from which also we are eagerly awaiting the 

Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  

 

“For our citizenship (or commonwealth) is in heaven, out from 

which also we are eagerly awaiting the Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ;” 

 

Are you doing that today?  

 

Here are some verses to chew on that refer to what we ought 

to be doing and what we can expect. 

 

John 14:1-3 
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…He is preparing a place for us… 

 

Titus 2:12, 13 

 

Denying ungodliness and worldly desires we are to live 

sensibly, righteously and godly in this present age, 

looking for the blessed hope… 

 

Romans 13:11-14 

 

Why all this stress on behavior? Because as I think you 

have realized, the present time is of highest importance. 

It is time to wake up to reality. Every day brings God’s 

salvation nearer. The night is nearly over and the day is 

almost dawned so live as citizens in a manner worthy of 

the Gospel… 

 

And our goal here is centered around His coming to take us to 

be with Himself. 

 

v. 21 who shall transform the body of our humble state 

into conformity with His glorious body, according 

to the power which is enabling Him to put into 

subjection everything to Himself.  

 

“who shall transform the body of our humble state into 

conformity with His glorious body,”—there will be an instant 

transformation. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:52, 53 
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in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the mortal will 

put on immortality…that which is perishable will put on 

imperishable. 

 

We will have a resurrected body similar to His glorious body 

when He stood before His disciples, resurrected. 

 

“according to the power which is enabling Him to put into 

subjection everything to Himself.” 

 

That glorious day is coming. 

 

What are the lessons that come out of our study?  

 

Lesson #1: “And your ears will hear a word behind you: ‘This 

is the way; walk in it; whenever you turn to the right or to the 

left’” (Isaiah 30:21). 

 

He is willing and ready to guide and direct those who are 

willing to allow Him to do so. 

 

Lesson #2: Contentment and acceptance with where we are 

spiritually is critical for progress. 

 

Don’t compare yourself with people who are ahead of you and 

behind you and beside you. Simply be content and accept 

where you are spiritually. Then we are ready for progress. 
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Lesson #3: We have been challenged to become examples to 

others in the walk by faith. 

 

“Commit thou to faithful men who will be able to teach others 

also.” (2 Timothy 2:2) 

 

We want to challenge you to be an example to somebody and 

walk by faith and commit yourself to ministering to that 

person. 

 

Lesson #4: Discipline and self-control characterize the godly 

lifestyle. 

 

Lesson #5: We shall be transformed instantaneously at His 

coming. 

 

Father, You know the hearts of each one of us. May this day 

bring us to a greater understanding of how to order our 

priorities effectively in order that we might be cooperating 

with Your purpose to make us like Your Son. May all of these 

secondary goals contribute to that ultimate one. May our love 

increase. May our desire for Your glory intensify. May we be 

willing to face suffering, whatever it is, so that we might 

hasten the process of conformity to Your image. Father, may 

we begin to think like You. May we look forward to the 

Judgment Seat of Christ because we’re building with gold, 

silver and precious stones. May the things that are on Your 

heart become the things that are on our heart. And the work 

that we do, be the work that You want us to do. And we may 

be getting to know You intimately and personally. And may 
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we be those who are viewing life as a very temporary journey 

that can be quickly terminated, either by death or the rapture. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of PHILIPPIANS 

 

THE GOAL OF CHRISTIAN LIVING 

“Important Keys to Successful, Fulfilled Living” 

 

 

GOAL NUMBER NINE – THE COMING OF CHRIST – 

PHILIPPIANS 3:15-21 

 

KEY VERSE 3:20         NOTES 
v. 15 As many therefore as are spiritually mature, let us be of this 

mind; and if in anything you are thinking differently, God will also 

reveal this to you; 

v. 16 only unto that which we attained let us be holding on to the 

same. 

v. 17 Become imitators of me, brethren, and be observing those 

who are walking in this way even as you are having us for an 

example. 

v. 18 For many are walking, of whom I was telling you often, but 

now also I am telling you with tears, they are enemies of the cross 

of Christ, 

v. 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their stomach, and 

that which they glory in is their shame, who are setting their 

minds on earthly things. 

v. 20 For our citizenship (commonwealth) is in heaven, out from 

which also we are eagerly awaiting the Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ; 

v. 21 who shall transform the body of our humble state into 

conformity with His glorious body, according to the power which is 

enabling Him to put into subjection everything to Himself. 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Philippians 3:15-21 and in your own words pull out 

the main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What are we supposed to do, according to verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

3. Who are we supposed to follow, according to verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

4. Can you describe the enemies of the cross of Christ, 

according to verse 19? 

 

 

 

 

5. Who are we looking for from heaven, according to verse 20? 
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6. What is He going to do when He comes, according to  

verse 21? 

 

 

 

 

7. How soon do you think this coming will be? 

 

 

 

 

8. Are you ready for this event? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: “And your ears will hear a word behind you: 

‘This is the way; walk in it; whenever you turn to the right 

or to the left’“ (Isaiah 30:21). 

 

LESSON #2: Contentment and acceptance with where we are 

spiritually is critical for progress. 

 

LESSON #3: We have been challenged to become examples to 

others in the walk by faith. 

 

LESSON #4: Discipline and self-control characterize the godly 

lifestyle. 

 

LESSON #5: We shall be transformed instantaneously at His 

coming. 

 

 

C
opyright ©

 2022 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by R
onnie M

arroquin.




