A Practical Study of JOB
Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Ten — Job 16:1-17:16

What we’re getting ready to look at 1s Job’s fifth speech.

Job lost all of his possessions and most of his employees and
the tornado hit the house of one of his kids and killed all ten of
his children. We can image the horrible, horrible experience of
that 24 hours and how many nightmares he would have had
following that kind of experience.

Shortly thereafter he was afflicted physically to the point
where he was covered with boils, itching terribly. He was out
at the dump, sitting in the ashes to find some relief.

There’s one thing left, and that 1s his wife. She finally says,
“Why don’t you just curse God and die? It would be a whole lot
better if you did that.” So Job’s really had a rough time.

Three of his friends came to try to comfort him—Eliphaz,
Bildad and Zophar. We met Eliphaz in a previous study. After
seven days of silence, by being so overwhelmed by what Job
was doing, Job finally opened his mouth and he gave speech
number one.
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Then following that, Eliphaz the Exterminator—the senior
spokesman—spoke for the first time. Job answered him—
that’s speech number two.

Then Bildad spoke and Job answered him and that’s speech
number three. Then Zophar spoke and Job answered him and
that’s speech number four. That ends part one of the first
eight studies of the book.

Then Eliphaz spoke in study number nine. We heard him in
our last study. Now we have to admit that he preached a
powerful sermon. It’s one of the greatest sermons we’ll read in
the Bible when it comes from the standpoint of preaching on
the destiny of the wicked.

He was preaching a great sermon to the wrong man. It’s like

preaching the Gospel to Christians. This message was not for
Job.

So now Job has had it. Job 1s kind of like the guy whose wife
was really ticked at him on Thursday night. She said, “What
do you mean you don’t like wieners and sauerkraut? When I
gave them to you on Monday you said you loved them. When I
gave them to you on Tuesday you said you loved them. When I
gave them to you on Wednesday you said you loved them. Now
on Thursday you say you hate them! What am I ever going to
do to please you?”

Job 1s probably going to say, “Same song, fifth verse. A little
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bit louder and a whole lot worse.” He’s heard all this before.

Here’s a verse to put over the chapter:

Psalm 34:19

A righteous man may have many troubles,
but the Lord delivers him from them all;

Job’s going to say three things:

1. He’s going to make a PLEA TO HIS FRIENDS to
understand him.

2. Then he’s going to make a PLEA TO GOD for justice.

3. Then finally he’s going to make a PLEA THAT HE DIE.
He’s just that low and depressed and discouraged.

Now realize, it’s been a few months and he’s gone through all
of this with these three guys during this period of time. But
he’s lost ten kids and he doesn’t understand at all what’s
going on. He’s exhausted as the scene of our study opens. But
there are some great insights here.

Job
v. 1 Then Job replied:

“Then Job replied:”



v. 2 “I have heard many things like these; miserable
comforters are you all!

“I have heard many things like these; miserable comforters
are you all!”

He’s basically saying to those guys, “you haven’t said anything

b

new.
“I have heard things like these [before.]”

Each of these three guys hold to the same theological position:
We can call it the PATRIARCHAL PROSPERITY GOSPEL.

And by that we mean that God’s a gigantic computer. You put
righteousness in, riches are going to come out. You put sin in,
suffering’s going to come out.

So what does their theology dictate? Job’s suffering like crazy
so he probably sinned like crazy. All they’ve been trying to do
to this point is to demonstrate that Job is a sinner and he’s a
great sinner.

That doesn’t fit. It is theological categories that don’t fit Job’s
situation. That’s the horrible tension through the whole book,
that Job i1s blameless, he’s a man of integrity, he shuns evil,
God’s proud of him, and yet he is a test case and he doesn’t
know 1it.



These three friends are taking the acceptable theology of the
day and they’re trying to apply it to a situation that it doesn’t
apply to. He says, “You know, I've heard all these things.” And
then he says:

“miserable comforters are you all!”
At least we can tell he’s a southerner.
“miserable comforters are you all!”

If we took that in the Hebrew and we translate it we could
say, “comforters of trouble.”

The last word that Eliphaz said in the previous study, “They
conceive trouble”—that is the wicked—“and they give birth to
evil; womb fashions deceit.” (ref. Job 15:35)

He took that word “trouble” and he says they are “comforters
of trouble.” What’s that mean? “You make matters worse! A
lot of help you guys are!”

Have you ever noticed in your life a lot of times the fiery darts
don’t come from Satan but he uses friendly fire to hurt you?
Job feels that. Here are some guys that should be supportive
and really love him and care about him. They came for that
purpose originally. But now the comfort has turned to
confrontation and they’re hurting him like crazy in some of
the wild things they're saying.



They didn’t even give him a chance to think that he could
repent and return. He’s a wicked man and he’s going to die.
That’s basically all he said to him in our last study. That’s
how far it has deteriorated.

He says to them, “You guys are really sorry comforters.”

Dr. Paul Brand’s in his book Pain, the Gift that Nobody
Wanted there’s a section where he talks about interviewing
everybody that suffered and asked them who i1t was that
meant the most to them. This is the picture that he draws of
someone who can really be a comfort. He says:

The person described rarely has smooth answers or a
winsome, effervescent personality. It 1s someone quiet,
understanding, who listens more than he talks, who does not
judge or even offer much advice. [There’s] ‘A sense of
presence.” ‘Someone there when I needed him.” A hand to hold;
an understanding, bewildered hug. A shared lump in the
throat.”

It’s not so much what you say, but it’s entering into the
experience with the person to bring comfort.

What are the three things we do when we walk into the arena
of suffering?

Let’s say you're a Christian—what are the three things you
do?



1. You have to defend the character of God by the fact that
this great God would allow this tragedy to fit into His
program.

2.  You have to be a person who can take what’s happened
and relate it to God’s program.

3.  You should always point them to the future—it’s going to
get better.

Now 1sn’t that a wonderful comfort? We didn’t do anything to
really get inside with the person who’s lost someone, who’s
had a devastating blow—whether it’s a job loss or a marriage
or a child or something else.

It’s almost like you walk into the presence of somebody who’s
just lost their wife and you have to talk to them about the fact
that God 1s sovereign and He’s allowed it and in His program
He’s going to work it all together for good. It’s going to get
better every day that you live through this and you point them
to the future.

And you walk out thinking you’ve really done a number. Just
like Job, a lot of the people we've talked to have said:

“miserable comforters are you all!”

There are SEVEN QUESTIONS in this passage.
v. 3 Will your long-winded speeches never end? What
ails you that you keep on arguing?
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Question #1: “Will your long-winded speeches never end?
What ails you that you keep on arguing?”

Now if you had the benefit of the Hebrew text here, you would
understand that what he’s doing right now. He’s looking
Eliphaz eyeball to eyeball. He’s the guy that just got through
talking and he’s looking right at him. And it’s “you”—singular:

“Will your’—Eliphaz—“long-winded speeches never end?”

Job’s surprised. Eliphaz already talked once earlier in the
book and now he’s talking again. It surprised him. He
probably thought one time was going to be enough but Eliphaz
has spouted off again:

Question #2: “What ails you that you keep on arguing?”
“What 1s it that’s bugging you so that you're staying in my
face? I mean here I am suffering. I just need some explanation

but you guys are mad at me and you're just nailing me.”

Proverbs 15:4

The tongue that brings healing i1s a tree of life,
but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit.

When you get to verse 4 he says:



v. 4 I also could speak like you, if you were in my place;
I could make fine speeches against you and shake
my head at you.

“I also could speak like you,”— that’s in the PLURAL, so he’s
talking to all three of them.

“I could speak like you [three guys] if you were in my place; I
could make fine speeches against you and shake my head at

2

you.

Ever had somebody talking to you and you're talking to
somebody else and they’re shaking their head? No way you're
talking to them. That really makes you mad doesn’t it?
They’ve been doing that to Job.

During Job’s speeches that he’s given—the four previous
ones—they’ve been shaking their heads and saying, “Oh I
can’t believe he’s saying this. Oh this is terrible, terrible,
terrible.” And they’re reloading their guns for another shot at
him. They don’t hear anything that he’s saying. But it’s
plural—*you”—he’s speaking to all of them.

“I want to tell you guys something, I can speak like you. I
could throw a few bombs and hit a few bullets and lay a little

blame here if I got my chance.”

Look at verse 5. Isn’t that loaded?



v. 5 But my mouth would encourage you; comfort from
my lips would bring you relief.

“My mouth would encourage you; comfort from my lips would
bring you relief.”

There’s the key to the whole thing. That’s the mission we're on
when we minister to each other.

1. ENCOURAGEMENT means we come alongside and we
help hold up. We walk with them for a while. We help to enter
into where they are.

2.  “COMFORT would come from my lips to bring you relief .2
What’s the “relief”?

Whenever we go to somebody who’s really hurting, what is it
usually they’re saying when we get there? When the grief is
the freshest?

It’s “what 1f?” and “if only.”

“If only we hadn’t gone there.”

“If only we hadn’t done this.”

“If only I hadn’t turned my back.”

It’s all these things. It’s time to put your arms around
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somebody and say, “Hey listen, it’s not time for ‘if onlys.’
We've got to face reality right now and don’t blame yourself
and add additional guilt to yourself that you then have to
carry through this difficult time.”

Job has really lived up to that. Back in Job 4:4 Eliphaz even
says:

Job 4:4

Your words have supported those who stumbled; you have
strengthened faltering knees.

Job really has been this kind of a person.
Now let’s say you're really hurting and you don’t have any
warm body that’s encouraging you and affirming you.

Somebody does.

Hebrews 4:14-16

Seeing then that we have a great high priest that has passed
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession. For we have not a high priest who cannot be
touched with the feelings of our infirmities, but was in all
points tempted like us, we are yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy and find grace to help us in time of need.
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v. 6 Yet if I speak, my pain is not relieved; and if I
refrain, it does not go away.

“Yet if I speak, my pain is not relieved; and if I refrain, it does
not go away.”

He’s saying, “I'm between a rock and a hard place. If I talk, it
doesn’t help. You guys just shake your heads ‘No.” And when I
keep silent and you're talking, it doesn’t help! So I really,
really don’t know what to do here.”

When he gets to verse 6 he TRANSITIONS. He’s done talking
to his friends. Now he’s going to turn and talk to God.

The first week we almost apologize for Job speaking like he
did to God. We don’t have to apologize. This is as normal as
falling off the log when you feel like you've been unjustly
treated.

He 1s venting. He is letting some things out here that need to
come out. It really helps us understand where he’s coming
from.

v. 7 Surely, O God, you have worn me out; you have
devastated my entire household.

“Surely, O God, you have worn me out; you have devastated
my entire household.”

He has THREE COUNTS that he’s going to throw at God
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right here.
1. “you have worn me out”

What does that mean?

“I can’t take it anymore physical, emotionally or spiritually. I
am worn out. My resources are depleted. I'm down!”

2. “you have devastated my entire household.”

When you think about the fact that he lost all ten of his kids,
that did devastate his household but he still had his wife. And
then his wife says, “Are you still holding onto your integrity?
Curse God and die.” That’s tough.

Steven Lawson wrote a new book called When All Hell Breaks
Loose and 1t’s the story of the book of Job. When he comes to
Mrs. Job, he says this:

(When All Hell Breaks Loose: You May Be Doing Something
Right. Surprising Insights From the Life of Job by Steven J.
Lawson)

Talk about the spiritual gift of discouragement!

Mrs. Job melts like an angel food cake in water. She can’t
bear to see her husband suffer like this. Her heart, already
crushed by the loss of her ten children, [she feels like she’s]
without hope. She is saying, “Curse God and He’'ll strike you
dead, too. Then you can escape this pain. Death would be
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better than this.”
Job’s wife was certainly outspoken. She reminds me of the
wife of a man who was asked, “Was your wife outspoken?”
“Not by anyone I know of,” ...

pp. 51-52

Well we see Job. He’s hurting.

v. 8 You have bound me—and it has become a witness;
my gauntness rises up and testifies against me.

“You have bound me—and it has become a witness; my
gauntness rises up and testifies against me.”

“Not only have you 'worn me out,” you've ’devastated my entire
household.:’

“You have bound me.”

“You've locked me in so I can’t perform. I can’t go anywhere,
I can’t do anything. I'm bound up.”

And in essence he’s saying it really hurts.

“my gauntness rises up and testifies against me.”

You know how you form opinions of people when you look at
them on the outside? Well here comes a guy walking down the

road and he’s just a shadow. He looks like he just got out of a
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P.O.W. camp or had just got through running a marathon or
something. He’s all gaunt and he looks pale and sickly.

What do you assume when you’ve got a theology like that?
That suffering is always a result of sin. You think, boy that
guy’s a sinner. The physical affliction he’s going through can
only be explained by some great sin in his life.

And that’s all Job’s saying. “When people look at me and see
how gaunt I am and how horrible I look, they formulate these
opinions about me God!”

v. 9 God assails me and tears me in his anger and
gnashes his teeth at me; my opponent fastens on me
his piercing eyes.

“God assails me and he tears me in his anger and gnashes his
teeth at me; my opponent fastens on me his piercing eyes.”

Now who’s really responsible for this? We know some stuff
that Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar don’t know and Job doesn’t
know. That 1s Satan asked for permission to do this so Job
would curse God to his face and die. Job hadn’t done that yet.
So Satan’s really doing this.

1 Peter 5:8

... Satan is like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

What Job’s describing is not God right now, although God is
15



allowing it in His sovereignty to take place. Satan is the one
that’s doing it and this is the kind of stuff he does.

When you get into a position like this and we really get angry
at God, we also get ourselves in a very lonely place.

Larry Crabb’s written a whole bunch of books. He’s a
Christian psychologist.

He’s written a book called Finding God. In this book he
describes what i1t was like to lose his brother. His brother was
killed 1n a United Airlines crash that went into Colorado
Springs in the early 90s. In the book he says this about
suffering:

(Finding God by Larry Crabb, Jr.)

Doubt of God’s goodness creates the terror of aloneness in an
unreliable world, which leads to rage against God for doing so
little to protect us from suffering.

p. 86

So he’s basically saying, “I know what it is to get all bent out
of shape and angry at God for taking my wonderful brother
away from me.”

v. 10 Men open their mouths to jeer at me; they strike
my cheek in scorn and unite together against me.

“Men open their mouths to jeer at me; they strike my cheek in
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scorn and unite together against me.”

What does that remind us of? Here’s a book that’s written way
back in the period of the book of Genesis—one of the earliest
books in the Old Testament and in the Bible. It sounds like
Jesus doesn’t it?

Matthew 26:67-68

They spit in my face and they beat me with their fists; and
others slapped Him, and said, “Prophesy to us, You Christ;
who 1s the one who hit You?”

Job’s saying, “Those kind of things are happening to me!

v. 11 God has turned me over to evil men and thrown
me into the clutches of the wicked.

“God has turned me over to evil men and thrown me into the
clutches of the wicked.”

That’s all Eliphaz said—*“Wicked, wicked, wicked. Job you're
wicked.”

Now when we get to verse 12, this verse will jump off the page

when we look at the verbs. See the verbs as to what God’s
done to Job from his point of view.
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v. 12 All was well with me, but he shattered me; he
seized me by the neck and crushed me. He has
made me his target;

“All was well with me,”—it was going great—"“but”™—what
happened?

1. “he shattered me;”
2. “he seized me by the neck”

“God’s got me by the back of the neck and He’s just shaking
the tar out of me.”

“he shattered me;”

“he...crushed me. He has made me his target;”

“He hung me up and He’s firing His arrows at me.”

Job says, “God’s put all this weight on me!”

Remember when David committed that sin with Bathsheba?
He says: “You hand was heavy upon me. My moisture’s turned

into the drought of summer.” (ref. Psalm 32:4)

That’s the way Job feels. It’s like God is literally crushing the
life out of him!

Somebody said:
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“The size of a man is determined by the size of the thing that
takes to get him down.”
(source unknown)

Robert Hicks wrote Failure to Scream which is the story of all
the families that lost family members in the Delta crash at
DFW 1in 1985. The book is the story of the people going
through it and he says:

(Failure to Scream by Robert Hicks)

Our assumptions about how we think life should operate
form a cognitive or mental frame around reality. Inside the
frame we place our deepest hopes, expectations, and dreams.
We see ourselves having a wonderful, successful, and
beautiful life. But tragedy breaks the picture. Like a portrait
falling off the wall and smashing onto the floor, suddenly the
frame that surrounds the beautiful portrait of reality is
shattered 1n pieces.

p. 15

That’s exactly where Job is. This righteous man of integrity—
everything gone, shattered into a million pieces. He’s been
seized by the back of the neck and God has shook the tar out
of him. He’s fallen under the full weight of God’s crushing
welght and “He’s hung me up like a target.”

v. 13 his archers surround me. Without pity, he pierces
my kidneys and spills my gall on the ground.
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“his archers surround me. Without pity, he pierces my kidneys
and spills my gall on the ground.”

v. 14 Again and again he bursts upon me; he rushes at
me like a warrior.

“Again and again he bursts upon me; he rushes at me like a
warrior.”

In patriarchal times they had these battering rams and they’d
hit the wall with the battering ram and then they’d run and
hit it again. Finally the wall would crack and then they’'d go
through and destroy the city. That’s what Job’s saying.

“God’s using His battering ram on me. Just blow after blow
after blow!”

Now when we get to verse 15 we get to a real graphic picture.

v. 15 I have sewn sackcloth over my skin and buried my
brow in the dust.

“I have sewn sackcloth over my skin and buried my brow in
the dust.”

In patriarchal times, when you weren’t going to change your
clothes you sewed yourself into them. And all Job is saying 1is,
“I'm suffering so much and I'm in such mourning I don’t see
any way out of it. I'm going to sew myself into sackcloth.”
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Sackcloth was an indication of deep mourning and loss, hurt

and pain. He’s going to sew himself in it. That next picture—
“I...buried my brow in the dust’—do you know what that’s a

picture of? That’s a picture of a defeated animal and his horn
1s 1n the dirt.

It’s like going to a bullfight and the bull is totally exhausted
and he’s just heaving those final breaths before he dies and
his horn 1s in the dirt. It’s give it up! “I'm dying! I'm through!
I'm sewing myself in sackcloth and I'm almost gone and I'm
burying my horn in the dirt!”

v. 16 My face is red with weeping, deep shadows ring
my eyes;

“My face 1s red with weeping, deep shadows ring my eyes;”

v. 17 yet my hands have been free of violence and my
prayer is pure.

“yet my hands have been free of violence and my prayer is
pure.”

Do you see what’s happening? He’s saying, “Hey look, I have
prayed those wonderful prayers of David—'Search me, O God
and know my heart’—and God hasn’t shown me anything.”

“my hands are free from violence”
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Then he says on top of that: “my prayers are pure.”

“I'm not asking God to do anything just for my personal
comfort, which would be a selfish prayer filled with selfish
motives. I'm just asking God to explain what’s going on so I
can relate to it. I'm not asking to be healed or anything big to
happen. I'd just kind of like to know.”

He says when it comes right down to it, all this is happening
to me but “my hands have been free from violence and my
prayer is pure.”

Reubin Welch was an Episcopalian minister and he wrote
these words:

(When God Doesn’t Make Sense by James Dobson)

...“With God, even when nothing is happening—something is
happening.”
p. 49

From our perspective it doesn’t look like it, but something is
really happening.

This 1s Barbara Johnson:

(Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms by Barbara Johnson)

“... GOD DIDN'T PROMISE WE'D BE LEADING AT THE
HALF, BUT ONLY THAT WE WOULD WIN THE GAME!”
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p. intro

2 Corinthians 2:14

Now thanks be unto God who always leads us in a constant
pageant of triumph.

Job’s going to win too, but don’t read ahead.

What we need to do now 1s to drink from the cistern, this
broken cistern of a man who’s going through some
unexplainable circumstances in his life, and be able to gain
the victory by the insights we learn from him.

When we get to verse 18 we also need a little explanation.

v. 18 O earth, do not cover my blood; may my cry never
be laid to rest!

“O earth, do not cover my blood; may my cry never be laid to
rest!”

Do you remember when Cain slew Abel back in Genesis? What
did God say? God said, “The blood of your brother cries out
from the ground.” (ref. Genesis 4:10)

All Job is saying is, “I hope dirt doesn’t cover my blood before I

am vindicated because I want my cry to be heard. I want

people to know I was honest. I want people to know that I

didn’t deserve this. And before my blood is spilled, I hope it’s
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not covered with dirt before I am vindicated.”

What we're getting ready to look at is the most exciting part of
the study. This 1s one of the greatest evidences for the
inspiration of the scripture that there is in the whole book.

Written way back in the time of the book of Genesis, the next
four words we’re going to look at 1s the description of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Talk about a guy who 1s down so low and
yet he can come up with some incredible little gems that get
us so excited!

v. 19 Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is
on high.

“Even now” —WHAT?—“my witness i1s in heaven; my advocate
1s on high.”

Then he’s going to say in the next verse:

v. 20 My intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out
tears to God;

My intercessor is my friend”—four words that graphically
describe the relationship we have with Christ, if you're a

Christian.

1. He’s our WITNESS in heaven. Every time we sin, Jesus
stands there as a witness and says, “I paid for that.”
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2. He’s our ADVOCATE. He’s our ATTORNEY.
Where do you read that?

1 John 2:1, 2

My little children, I am writing these things to you that you
may not sin. And if any man sins, we have an Advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous...

This is the only verse in the Old Testament where these two
words occur. All Job 1s saying 1s, “If I die I've got a witness up
there and I've got an Advocate. I've got a representative in
heaven.”

“My intercessor 1s my friend and as my eyes pour out my tears
to God;”

Hebrews 7:25

He 1s our intercessor, He’s living to make intercession for us.

My witness 1s in heaven, my Advocate 1s on high. “My
intercessor 1s my friend.”

When we're really hurting, it’s not the answer to the question
“WHY” but it’s who we go to that’s the key to victory in the
midst of suffering. We go to Him!

The only reason Job has survived this long is he’s gone to Him
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and he knows God is going to make it right.
It was Emerson who said:

“We take care of our health, we lay up money, we make our
roof tight, we make our clothing sufficient, but who provides
wisely as he who has friends. Friends who are strong and
true.”

(source unknown)

Stu Weber wrote Tender Warrior and all of you men ought to
read it. It’s an excellent book.

Stu tells this interesting story that a lady experienced with
her brother:

(Tender Warrior: God’s Intention for a Man by Stu Weber)

One day the doorbell rang and there stood my beloved brother:
It was a delightful surprise. His work as an executive of an
international petroleum company keeps him out of the country
most of the time, so his visits are rare, unexpected and usually
really brief.

It seemed as if he’d just arrived when after an hour, he got up
to say good-bye. I felt tears sliding down my cheeks. He asked
why I was crying. Hesitating, I said, “Because I simply don’t
want you to go.” He gave me a surprised look. He went to the
phone and left a message for the pilot of his company’s plane.
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We had a wonderful forty-eight hours together. But I suffered
a nagging feeling that my selfishness had caused him great
inconvenience. Because I had told him I needed him.

Some time later my brother received an important award for
his contributions to the oil industry. A reporter asked him at
the time, “Is this the greatest honor that you've received?”

“No,” he said, “my sister gave me my greatest honor the day
she cried because she didn’t want me to leave. That’s the only
time in my life anyone ever cried because they didn’t want me
to leave. It was then that I discovered the most precious gift
one human being can ever bestow on another is to let him
know he is really needed.”

p. 179

To Job that’s all he’s saying. “I need you guys” and all they do
1s continue to blast him.

Joseph Scriven was a young man. He had fallen in love with a
beautiful girl and the night before their wedding her boat
capsized and she drowned. Joseph, in order to survive that,
left Ireland and went to Canada and became a school teacher.
He tutored young children, spent much of his life in the
destitute slums dealing with people who had great need.

One day in a fit of loneliness, he came into a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. After that relationship with

Jesus Christ, he sat down and penned these words:
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What a friend we have 1n Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
(source unknown)

Job says, “I don’t have any friends down here but I sure have
some up there. He’s my witness. He’s a friend who sticks
closer than a brother. He never fails.”

v. 21 on behalf of a man he pleads with God as a man
pleads for his friend.

“on behalf of a man he pleads with God as a man pleads for
his friend.”

v. 22 Only a few years will pass before I go on the
journey of no return.

“Only a few years will pass before I go on the journey of no
return.”

“It 1s going to be a journey and I'm going to be with Him
forever and ever.

George Macdonald wrote these words:

(Five Cries of Grief by Merton P. Strommen & A. Irene
Strommen)
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The couch of the dying, as we call it, is surrounded by the
birth watchers of the other world, waiting like anxious
servants to open the door to which this world is but a
windblown porch.

p. 84

1 Corinthians 2:9

Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither has it entered into
the heart of man the things which the Lord hath prepared for
those that love Him.

It’s out there and it’s very real. Job says the same thing.
His speech begins to end now 1n chapter 17:

17:v. 1 My spirit is broken, my days are cut short, the
grave awaits me.

“My spirit is broken, my days are cut short, the grave awaits

b

me.

Have you ever been around anybody who’s been depressed?
You try to help and you feel like you're sailing around an
1sland that won'’t let you land.

Somebody wrote:

(Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms by Barbara Johnson)
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DEPRESSION

Depression is a private thing
That even friends can’t share—
No matter how they want to help,
No matter how they care.

Depression is a lonely thing
That beckons you apart—
Surrounded by a happy crowd,
Depression has your heart.

Depression is a human thing
That people cannot shun—
From beggars to majestic kings,
It comes to everyone.

Depression is a sometimes thing
That happens to us all—

But none can help like Jesus,
When depression comes to call.
p. 124

Job 1s there.

v. 2 Surely mockers surround me; my eyes must dwell
on their hostility.

“Surely mockers surround me; my eyes must dwell on their
hostility.”
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These are his three friends who keep on picking his flesh.

v. 3 Give me, O God, the pledge you demand. Who else
will put up security for me?

“Give me, O God, the pledge you demand.”
Question #3: “Who else will put up security for me?”

All he’s saying 1s, “Who’s going to pay my bond so I can get out
of here? I want to get out of this jailhouse of suffering. Who'’s
going to do 1t?”

Do you see something there that just gets you so excited as
you look at it with your spiritual eyes? What do you see? You
see a foreshadowing of somebody paying the debt so you could
be set free.

Psalm 49:7, 8

No man can redeem the life of another,
or give to God a ransom for him.

The ransom for a life 1s costly,

no pain that is ever enough.

Who paid the price? Jesus Christ, God’s Son, paid the
adequate price for our sins on Calvary’s cross. That’s the basis
for redemption!
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Paul, when he’s writing to the Colossian saints, says to them:

Colossians 1:12-14

The Father has qualified us for an inheritance. He has
delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us
into the kingdom of the Son of His love...

Peter says:

1 Peter 1:18, 19

Know this, that you were not redeemed with perishable things
like silver and gold, but with the precious blood, as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.

He’s speaking of someone putting up a pledge. Somebody
paying the bond so he can be set free.

v. 4 You have closed their minds to understanding;
therefore you will not let them triumph.

“You have closed their minds to understanding;”—talking
about his three friends—“therefore you will not let them
triumph.”

They’re not the ones who are going to win in the end.
v. 5 If a man denounces his friends for reward, the eyes

of his children will fail.
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“If a man denounces his friends for reward, the eyes of his
children will fail.”

Look at that first and it’s a little hard to track isn’t it? What'’s
he saying? He’s saying when you forsake your friends it’s
probably going to affect your kids. That’s a proverb that he
quotes.

Why does he say that about their kids? Because several times
1n the first round of speeches these three guys remind Job that
he was a terrible sinner by the fact that he lost all ten of his
kids. It’s been a real tough thing, but they haven’t hesitated at
all to devastate Job by reminding him that because of the
severity of the suffering it equates to a terrible sin that is
committed.

He says, “You know guys that forsake their friends also have
something that will affect their children.”

v. 6 God has made me a byword to everyone, a man in
whose face people spit.

“God has made me a byword to everyone, a man in whose face
people spit.”

There’s the picture of Jesus once again.
v. 7 My eyes have grown dim with grief; my whole

frame is but a shadow.
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“My eyes have grown dim with grief; my whole frame is but a
shadow.”

v. 8 Upright men are appalled at this; the innocent are
aroused against the ungodly.

“Upright men are appalled at this;”—people who see him
suffering—“the innocent are aroused against the ungodly.”

We have already seen some wonderful pictures of the gospel in
Job’s suffering. We're getting ready to see one more.

Job might be laying as a dying man with his horn buried. But
he 1sn’t done yet and he’s going to win! He’s going to get up off
the mat and every once in a while he’ll draw on those inner
resources and out will come another volley of fire that’ll light
the sky! He’s just done talking about his witness, his advocate,
his intercessor and his friend! Now he’s going to do it again!
Here comes another one.

In study number twelve we're going to hit the pinnacle. It is
going to be incredible what he sees and what he says as he
goes on 1n the crucible and the insights he brings forth.

The people that we probably love to listen to the most are the

people who've suffered the most. God never does use a man

greatly until He hurts him deeply. Stop and think about it.

Some of the richest lessons in our life come from the

devastating suffering and hurt and pain that we go through.
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v. 9 Nevertheless, the righteous will hold to their ways,
and those with clean hands will grow stronger.

“Nevertheless, the righteous will hold to their ways, and those
with clean hands will grow stronger.”

He’s saying, “my personal convictions are intact. I believe God
does reward righteousness and my personal convictions are
still intact even though I'm hurting. And in righteousness I'm
going to hold to my ways and my character. I'm going to be a
person of ‘clean hands’ who ‘will grow stronger’ and stronger.”

What happens when you have a man of conviction with good
character? You also have a person with courage who can stand
and say, “Here I stand, God help me” or “Give me liberty, or
give me death.”

“Whatever it 1s, in courage, I'm going to confront this because
my convictions are intact and my character is as well.”

Think on that for a minute. Here’s a guy standing like a burnt
stick in the ground. His relationship with God has been
shattered, his relationship with his friends has been
shattered, his family is gone, his wife won’t give him the time
of day. Yet he has his face set like a flint. He stands like a
rock. He 1s a vessel with torn sails, shattered and splintered
mast, and he’s taking on water, but he’s still afloat.

Like a Roman candle he lights up the skies with some
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incredible insight.

Fénelon wrote Letting Go and The Seeking Heart He was a
sixteenth century mystic. He said:

(The Seeking Heart by Fenelon)

No matter how difficult or uncomfortable your
circumstances become, you are free because you have come to
accept them all from the hand of God. The greatest thing is to
suffer without being discouraged.

p. 74

See what happens? As soon as we focus on our convictions and
our character’s intact and we’re setting our face like a flint to
be courageous in the midst of it, what are we going to do? Look
at the next verse! We have a strong finish.

v. 10 But come on, all of you, try again! I will not find a
wise man among you.

“But come on, all of you, try again! I will not find a wise man
among you.”

Talk about a guy that doesn’t quit. He says, “I'm fair game!
Fire away! Hit me with a few more of those bombs, bullets and
blame if you want to. Go ahead and kick a dying man when
he’s got his horn in the dirt.”

There he 1s. He’s coming back for more.
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Now when we get to verse 11 it almost makes us want to cry
because what he’s saying is the truth of how he feels.

v. 11 My days have passed, my plans are shattered, and
so are the desires of my heart.

“My days have passed, my plans are shattered, and so are the
desires of my heart.”

These three phrases just jumped off the page.
1. “My days are passed,”

2. “my plans are shattered,”

3. “the desires of my heart” are shattered.

Psalm 51:17

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit,
a broken and contrite heart.
O God You'll not despise us.

God’s saying, “It’s okay! I'm still up here! I'm still in control!”
The story hasn’t been written yet! It 1sn’t over! Just hang on.
“Delay 1s not denial” kept coming back. How many times have

we done that? We've gotten down there where we hurt like
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crazy and we can’t understand what in the world is going on
and why God allows it. But the incredible insight and
understanding that comes as a result of it!

Fénelon said this:

(The Seeking Heart by Fenelon)

Do you wonder why God has to make it so hard on you?
Why doesn’t He make you good without making you miserable
1n the meantime? Of course He could, but He does not choose
to do so. He wants you to grow a little at a time and not burst
into instant maturity. This is what He has decided and you
can only adore His wisdom—even when you don’t understand
it.

I am awed by what suffering can produce. You and I are
nothing without the cross. I agonize and cry when the cross is
working within me, but when it is over I look back in
admiration for what God has accomplished. Of course I am
then ashamed that I bore it so poorly. I have learned so much
from my foolish reactions.

You yourself must endure the painful process of change.
There is much more at work here than your instant maturity.
God wants to build a relationship with you that is based on
faith and trust and not on glamorous miracles.

God uses the disappointments, disillusionments, and
failures of your life to take your trust away from yourself and

help you put your trust in Him.
p. 25
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You might be saying, “Hey! That was written for me!” That’s
where Job is.

v. 12 These men turn night into day; in the face of
darkness they say, ‘Light is near.’

“These men turn night into day; in the face of darkness they
say, ‘Light is near.”

In all three of the previous speeches each of the guys said
there’s light at the end of the tunnel if you'll repent and return
and restore. You're going to see light again. They all three
spoke of light. So Job makes reference to it.

“It’s really dark,” Job’s saying. They're saying “Light is near.”
Corrie ten Boom said:

“When you’re covered by His wings, it can get pretty dark.”
(source unknown)

Sometimes 1t does. It just seems like there’s no light. When
there 1s a light at the end of the tunnel it’s a train. It’s a
continuous onslaught of difficulty.

Now the remaining verses are the FINAL FOUR
QUESTIONS.

v. 13 If the only home I hope for is the grave, if I spread
out my bed in darkness,
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“If the only home I hope for is the grave, if I spread out my
bed 1n darkness,”

v. 14 if I say to corruption, ‘You are my father,’ and to
the worm, ‘My mother’ or ‘My sister,’

“if I say to corruption, “You are my father,” and to the worm,
“My mother” or “My sister,”

Now here come the final questions.

v. 15 where then is my hope? Who can see any hope for
me?

Question #4: “where then 1s my hope?”
Question #5: “Who can see any hope for me?”

v. 16 Will it go down to the gates of death? Will we
descend together into the dust?”

Question #6: “Will 1t go down to the gates of death?”
Question #7: “Will we descend together into dust?”

There are ten lessons that come out of this passage.

Lesson #1: Job’s friends had become confronters rather than

comforters.
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Lesson #2: They were indulging in long-winded speeches
instead of silence and sensitivity.

Lesson #3: Job says, “If I were in your place, I would
encourage and comfort you to bring relief.”

Lesson #4: Job accuses God of assailing him and tearing him
In anger.

Lesson #5: Job 1s suffering from physical and verbal abuse
from folks who are around him.

Lesson #6: Job says that God shattered, seized, crushed, and
hung him up as a target.

Lesson #7: Job speaks of God in an intimate way as “my
witness, my advocate, my intercessor and my friend.”

Lesson #8: Job views his life as soon to be gone.
Lesson #9: We see Job’s depression in the three statements in

chapter 17:1: 1) “My spirit is broken”; 2) “My days are cut
short”; and 3) “The grave awaits me.”

Lesson #10: Job confesses three things: 1) “My days have
past”; 2) “My plans are shattered”; and 3) “The desires of my
heart are shattered.”

Larry Crabb said:
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(Finding God by Larry Crabb, Jr.)

Theology becomes rich only when i1t survives the onslaught of
pain. And sound theology leads us through our pain to a fuller
experience of Christ, and therefore of hope and love and joy.

The pain that opens our hearts to search for God is deep.
p. 29

Has the pain and the difficulty you've gone through in your
life caused you to call upon God? Do you know in your heart of
hearts that you have a personal relationship with Jesus

Christ?

If you don’t, you don’t have that friend, you don’t have that
advocate. You have to invite Him into your life before He
becomes that. Then He becomes your intercessor and your
friend that sticks closer than a brother.

(Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms by Barbara Johnson)

Christopher Morley said, “If we discovered we had only
five minutes left to say all we wanted to say, every telephone
booth would be occupied [with people calling others to tell
them] that they loved them.”

p. 90

(Surprise Endings by Ron Mehl)

I'm thinking of people such as Marilyn Monroe, who said
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before her death, “I can’t take it anymore.” And what about
Janis Joplin and Jimi Hendrix, the renowned rock stars? They
seemed to have everything by the world’s standards but, in
the end, felt as if they had nothing at all. And then, of course,
there’s Elvis Presley who, before his death, said he’d give a
million dollars for a moment’s peace and rest.

Just before he shot and killed himself, Ernest Hemingway
said, “There 1s no remedy for anything in my life. Death is a
sovereign remedy for all misfortune. I live tonight in a vacuum
that is as lonely as a radio when the batteries are dead and
there 1s no current to plug into.”

p. 148

Father, we thank You for a chance to sit at the feet of Job.
Lord we’ve been refreshed as we’ve seen little glimpses of
glory flow out of the crucible of suffering. Father thank You
that You never do make a mistake and that You really are at
work at times when it seems like You aren’t doing anything.
May we express fresh trust and peace in You. Father perhaps
there 1s someone who 1s yet to make that incredible
discovery—the discovery that comes through a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ Your Son. We pray that by
faith they would reach out and invite Him into their lives.
Father for those who are really hurting and feel like they're
way behind, You didn’t promise we’d be leading at the half—
we’d only win the game. Thank You that You will walk us
through it and there will be ultimate victory. We praise You
and thank You for that confidence that we can have in You. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of JOB

Persevere and Press On

“Understanding Sovereignty and Suffering”

Study Number Ten — Job 16:1-17:16

NOTES
Job
v. 1 Then Job replied:
v. 2 “I have heard many things like these; miserable comforters are
you all!
v. 3 Will your long-winded speeches never end? What ails you that
you keep on arguing?
v. 4 I also could speak like you, if you were in my place; I could
make fine speeches against you and shake my head at you.
v. 5 But my mouth would encourage you; comfort from my lips
would bring you relief.
v. 6 Yet if I speak, my pain is not relieved; and if I refrain, it does
not go away.
v. 7 Surely, O God, you have worn me out; you have devastated my
entire household.
v. 8 You have bound me—and it has become a witness; my
gauntness rises up and testifies against me.
v. 9 God assails me and tears me in his anger and gnashes his
teeth at me; my opponent fastens on me his piercing eyes.
v. 10 Men open their mouths to jeer at me; they strike my cheek in
scorn and unite together against me.
v. 11 God has turned me over to evil men and thrown me into the
clutches of the wicked.
v. 12 All was well with me, but he shattered me; he seized me by
the neck and crushed me. He has made me his target;
v. 13 his archers surround me. Without pity, he pierces my kidneys
and spills my gall on the ground.
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v. 14 Again and again he bursts upon me; he rushes at me like a
warrior.

v. 15 I have sewn sackcloth over my skin and buried my brow in
the dust.

v. 16 My face is red with weeping, deep shadows ring my eyes;

v. 17 yet my hands have been free of violence and my prayer is
pure.

v. 18 O earth, do not cover my blood; may my cry never be laid to
rest!

v. 19 Even now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high.
v. 20 My intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out tears to God;
v. 21 on behalf of a man he pleads with God as a man pleads for
his friend.

v. 22 Only a few years will pass before I go on the journey of no
return.

17:v. 1 My spirit is broken, my days are cut short, the grave awaits
me.

v. 2 Surely mockers surround me; my eyes must dwell on their
hostility.

v. 3 Give me, O God, the pledge you demand. Who else will put up
security for me?

v. 4 You have closed their minds to understanding; therefore you
will not let them triumph.

v. 5 If a man denounces his friends for reward, the eyes of his
children will fail.

v. 6 God has made me a byword to everyone, a man in whose face
people spit.

v. 7 My eyes have grown dim with grief; my whole frame is but a
shadow.

v. 8 Upright men are appalled at this; the innocent are aroused
against the ungodly.

v. 9 Nevertheless, the righteous will hold to their ways, and those
with clean hands will grow stronger.

v. 10 But come on, all of you, try again! I will not find a wise man
among you.

v. 11 My days have passed, my plans are shattered, and so are the
desires of my heart.

v. 12 These men turn night into day; in the face of darkness they
say, ‘Light is near.’

v. 13 If the only home I hope for is the grave, if I spread out my
bed in darkness,
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NOTES

v. 14 if I say to corruption, ‘You are my father,” and to the worm,
‘My mother’ or ‘My sister,’

v. 15 where then is my hope? Who can see any hope for me?

v. 16 Will it go down to the gates of death? Will we descend
together into the dust?”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Job 16:1-17:16 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. How does Job characterize his friends, according to
chapter 16:2, 3?

3. What would Job do for them if he were 1n their place,
according to chapter 16:5?
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4. What does Job say of God in chapter 16:7?
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8. What two things will the righteous do in the midst of their

6. How does Job describe the rest of his life, according to
suffering, according to chapter 17:9?

5. How does Job describe himself, according to chapter
chapter 16:22?

16:17?
7. What three things does Job say about himself in

chapter 17:17




9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Job’s friends had become confronters rather than
comforters.

LESSON #2: They were indulging in long-winded speeches
instead of silence and sensitivity.

LESSON #3: Job says, “If I were in your place, I would
encourage and comfort you to bring relief.”

LESSON #4: Job accuses God of assailing him and tearing
him in anger.
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LESSON #5: Job 1s suffering from physical and verbal abuse
from folks who are around him.

LESSON #6: Job says that God shattered, seized, crushed,
and hung him up as His target.

LESSON #7: Job speaks of God in an intimate way as “my
witness, my advocate, my intercessor and my friend.”

LESSON #8: Job views his life as soon to be gone.

LESSON #9: We see Job’s depression in the three statements
in chapter 17:1: 1) “My spirit is broken”; 2) “My days are
cut short”; and 3) “The grave awaits me.”

LESSON #10: Job confesses three things: 1) “My days have
past”; 2) “My plans are shattered”; and 3) “The desires of
my heart are shattered.”
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